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THE 


ParliamentaryDebates 


During  the  Second  Session  of  the  Fourth  Parliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  the  Twenty-first,  appointed 
to  meet  at  Westminster,  the  Twenty-first  day  of  January, 

I  1808,  in  the  Forty-eighth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His 
Majesty  King  GEORGE  the  Third.  [Sess.  1808. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday^  April  11,1 808. 

[RoM-\N  Catholic  Petition.]  Lord 
Gfenville  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  praying  that 
the  disabilities  respecting  tbeoi  might  be 
removed  ;  which  was  read  at  the  table. 
His  lordship  stated,  that  there  was  an  in- 
formality attached  to  it,  in  consequence  of 
some  of  the  names  signed  to  it,  no^  having 
been  written  by  the  persons  bearing  those 
names,  although  written  by  their  autho- 
rity. He  believed,  however,  that  petitions 
had  been  received  where  an  informality  of 
this  kind  existed,  but  where,  as  in  this 
case,  there  were  other  names  lo  the  peti- 
tion, signed  by  the  parties  themselves.  He 
moved,  that  the  Petition  do  lie  on  the 
table,  and  stated,  that  he  should  also  o^ove, 
that  the  lords  be  summoned  for  f  be  1 1  th 
of  May,  with  the  view  of  then  moving  the 
consideMiioti  of  this  petition. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  regretted,  that  upon 
this  occasion,  he  found  himself  compelled 
to  differ  in  opiaion  with  his  noble  friend. 
His  sentiments  with  respect  to  the  object 
of  the  petition  had  been  declared  and  were 
well  known ;  but  when  parliament  had  so 
recently  decided,  and  when  so  many  per- 
•ons  stood  pledged  tipon  this  subject,  he 
could  not  concur  in  the  propriety  of  dis- 
ciissiiig  it  in  the  present  session.  He 
thought,  that  the  urging  at  this  moment 
pf  these  claims,  tended  rather  to  retard 
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than  to  accelerate  the  object  of  the  peti- 
tioners* 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  with  re- 
spect to  the  informality,  that  where  such 
informality  existed,  the  reception  of  the 

petition  was  a  matter  of  courtesy The 

Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Lord  Grenvilte  observed,  with  regard  to 
what  had  fallen  from  his  noble  friend,  that 
he  had  not  advised  the  presenting  this 
petition ;  *  neither  had  he  given  any  opi- 
nion respecting  it,  his  advice  not  having 
been  asked.  He  had  stated,  on  ^  former 
occasion,  his  opinion,  that  it  would  not  be 
expedient  for  the  catholics  to  petition 
at  the  present  moment  j  they,  however, 
might  be  influenced  by  circumstances  of 
which  neither  he  nor  any  one  besides 
themselves  could  judge.  All  he  was  anx- 
ious  to  state  was,  that  he  had  not  advised 
the  presenting  of  this  petition,  neirher  had 
he  given  any  opinion  against  presenting 
it;  nor  did  he  mean  now  to  give  any 
opinion  on  the  subject.  Perhaps,  if  he 
had  known  the  circumstances  that  led  to 
the  petition,  he  might  have  thought  it  ex- 
pedient that  it  should  be  presented.  The 
petition  however  having  been  presented, 
he  should  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
the  question  whether  ifr'was  not  fit  that 
the  matter  of  the  petition  should  become 
a  subject  of  discussion.  Understanding 
that  the  i3th  of  May  would  be  more  con^ 
venient  than  the  11th,  he  moved  that  the 
lords  be  summoned  oo  the  ISth,— Qrdered. 

B 


»] 


PARL  DEBATES,  April  11,  l$OB.-^Royal  Naval  Aylum. 


Bouse  of  commons. 
Mondojf,  April  11. 


[Royal  Naval  Asylum.]  Sir  Charles 
Pole  rose,  in  pursvance  of  bis  notice,  to 
move  «  certain  Resolulioii  relative  to  the 
above  kistitmbn,  somewhat  sinilar  to  thai 
which  he  had  lately  proposed  as  to  Green- 
wich Hospital.  He  knew  it  would  be  ob- 
jected to  what  he  was  about  to  propose, 
that  this  charitable  institution  had  been 
originally  supported  by  private  voluntary 
donations,  but  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
now  under  the  immediate  management  of 
government,  the  more  especially  as  par- 
liament had  been  called  on  to  vote  consi- 
derable sums  of  money  for  its  support. 
No  doubt  the  private  donations  from  other 
individuals  were  very  important,  but  still 
there  appeared  no  reason  for  separating  iu 
mode  of  management  from  that  of  Green 
wich  Hospital,  as  described  in  the  Charter, 
Here  the  hoo.  baronet  gave  a  statement  of 
the  most  important  public  and  private  con- 
tributions to  this  Aflylum.  He  observed, 
that  a  very  Urge  portion  of  that  called 
*'  private  contribution'^  was  given  from 
the  Patriotic  Fond,  which  was  avowedly 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  distresses 
of  the  relations  of  those  who  fell  in  the 
naval  baules  of  their  country.  Sarely, 
then,  the  offices  of  this  charitable  and 
naval  institution  could  not  be  better  be- 
stowed than  upon  those  who  had  survived 
these  battles,  but  unfortunately  were  disa- 
bled. The  sum  sobscribed  by  the  Palrio* 
lie  Fund  amounted  to  40,000/.  and  tocii 
being  the  intention  ef  that  fund,  it. surely 
never  could  be  supposed,  that  other  per- 
sons subscribing  small  sums  could  mean 
that  their  ^lonations  should  be  bestowed 
otherwise  than  upon  individuals  connected 
with  the  navy.  Tbey  could  never  ima- 
gine they  were  subscribing  towards  the 
relief  of  persons,  such  as  those  already 
appoihted  to  oilces  in  that  Asylum,  who 
were  as  far  i^emoved  from  thenaval  service 
as  the  Great  Mogul.  The  house  were 
formerly  toJd.  that  the  office  of  Auditor  of 
Greenwich  Hospital  must  be  filled  by  a 
lawyer,  that  Hospital  possessing  great 
aogar  estates,  and  also  great  estates  of 
#ther  descriptions  in  the  NoHh ;  bat,  in 
4he  present  case»  what  was  4here  of  law 
bosiness  to  transact  for  the  NavalAsylum  ? 
It  was  not,  however,  a  lawyer  that  bad 
been  appoinued  lo  ^the  Asylum,  but  a 
wealthy  clecgyman,  who^  for  doing  little  or 
nothing,  was  to  oajoy,  in  addition  to  other 
Miconw^asahiiy  of  ;Kitt(»n*y«ar  as  Auditor. 


Besides  which,  he  was  M>  possess  a  free  house 
and  garden;  and  a  very  large  sum  of  money 
had  been  laid  out  in  repairing  a  house  for 
his  residence,  amounting,  he  believed,  to 
about  1,700/. ;  and  added  to  all  this,  even 
fufnitare  for  the  boose.  He  really  was  con- 
vinced the  duties  of  the  office  he  alluded  tp 
might  be  performed  by  some  poor  worn  out 
or  disabled  naval  or  marine  officer  at  a  sa- 
lary less  than  100/.  a-year ;  but  instead  of 
this,  no  less  than  700/.  was  thus  squandered 
away  upon  a  spiritual  gentleman,  who 
had  no  occasion  for  any  assistance  what- 
ever. Another  thing  he  should  object  to 
upon  this  establishment  was,  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  surgeon  who  had  never  been  at 
sea  during  his  life,  and  inducing  him,  by  n 
great  salary,  to  give  up  his  private  prac- 
tice, instead  of  appointing  a  naval  surgeon, 
who  would  be  less  expensive  and  more 
thankful  for  the  favour  bestowed  upon  him* 
There  were  various  other  appointments^ 
which  he  thought  objectionable,  toch  as 
the  clerk  to  the  institution,  the  clerk  of 
instructions,  &c.  but  the  chief  ones  were 
those  he  had  mentioned,  the  auditor  and 
the  surgeon.  He  had  no  difficulty  in  say* 
ing,  that  the  persons  who  had  appointed 
an  Irish  clergyman  to  the  office  of  auditor 
of  the  Naval  Asylum,  had  done  wrong,  if 
they  knew  that  he  was  already  possessed 
of  four  church  livings  in  Ireland,  and  a 

f;lebe  land  so  extensive,  as  to  contain  5iO 
rish  acres.  The  gentleman  he  alluded  to 
was  Dr.  Thomas  Brooke  Clarke,  to  whom 
besides,  there  had  been  granted  several 
very  large  sums,  by  resolutions  of  the 
hotise,  as  might  be  seen  by  their  Journals. 
Here  certain  Resolutions  were  read  by 
the  clerk,  at  the  desire  of  the  hon.  baronet. 
Amongst  these  was  the  sum  of  356i  grant- 
ed to  Dr.  Thomas  Brooke  Clarke,  for  bis 
trouble  in  enforcing  the  residence  of  the 
clergy,  whilst  he  himself  intended  to  estab- 
lish his  residence  at  the  Naval  Asylum,  in- 
stead of  being  at  any  of  his  livings  in  Ire*- 
land.  This  rev.  doctor  was  also  secretary  ta 
the  library  of  the  prince  of  Wales.  Had  all 
this  been  known  when  this  reverend  divine 
was  recommended,  he  certainly  thought  he 
could  not  have  been  appointed  to  that  lu- 
crative situation.  There  were  many  of  tbe 
old  disabled  officerf  in  the  navy,  with  largn 
lamiliei,  who  would  have  been  most  thank- 
ful and  grateful  for  the  appointments  o£ 
auditor,  surgeon,  or  clerks  to  the  insti* 
uition.  He  sh^iuid  now  sii  down  with  tbe 
hope  that  the  lUsoltttion  which  he  should 
propose,  would  meet  with  some  considera^ 
lion;  for  in  doing  this  they  were  saving 
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tbe  public  money,  and  adding  to  the  com- 
forts of  those  really  entitled  to  relief^  and 
who  would  ever  be  grateful  for  the  favour 
bestowed.  It  was  with  that  view  that  he 
should  propose  this  Resolution,  ''  That  it 
appears  to  this  house,  that  the  appointment 
of  competent  and  qualified  persons  from 
the  naval  and  marine  service  to  hold  offices 
and  employments  in  the  several  depart- 
ments of  the  Royal  Naval  Asylum  will  be 
productive  of  much  advantage  to  the  em- 
pire>  by  materially  encouraging  the  naval 
service,  and  diminishing  the  public  ex- 
penditure/'— ^This  Resolution  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet said,  if  acceded  to>  he  should  follow 
lip  with  another,  for  an  Address  to  his  ma- 
jesty, praying  that  he  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  take  the  most  summary  means 
4>f  carrying  that  object  into  eSect. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  he  was  happy  to  concur 
with  any  motion  that  was  made  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  served  in  the  navy, 
cr  the  near  relations  of  those  who  fell  m 
l>attle ;  but  he  must  inform  the  house,  that 
the  present  motion  vns  unnecessary;  as 
%he  commissioners  were  firaming  regulations 
for  Uie  conduct  of  the  Naval  Asylum. 
Two  years  ago  an  account  of  the  state  of 
the  Naval  Asylum  was  laid  before  the 
iioose,  and  the  hon.  admiral  now  only 
<:ame  forward  with  a  pompous  parade 
of  his  complaints,  though  he  never  said 
any  thing  on  die  subject  while  he  was  him- 
self one  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty. 
The  institution  was  established  originally 
by  voluntary  subscription;  and  when  it  was 
taken  under  the  protection  of  his  majesty, 
and  the  duke  of  Cumberland  was  appoint- 
ed president,  it  was  then  agreed  to  retain 
Dr.  Clarke,  who  first  suggested  the  idea  of 
the  institution,  and  two  commissioners,  at 
the  request  of  the  original  subscribers.  He 
declared  that  he  was  not  personally  ac- 
quainted with  any  of  the  parties,  nor  did  he 
recommend  a  single  person  to  any  office, 
and  for  these  reasons  he  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  if  the  ri^ht  hon. 
^ent.  had  imputed  to  his  hon.  fiiend  the 
charge  of  having  brought  forward  the 
present  motion  with  that  simplicity,  man- 
liness, and  good  sense  which  distinguished 
all  his  efforts  in  that  house,  it  womd  have 
l>een  a  charge  more  likely  to  be  credited 
than  that  of  parade  and  ostentation.  As 
to  the  motion  itself,  he  could  .see  no  one 
ground  for  rejecting  it.  He  theught  it 
very  strange,  that  a  person  who  had  been 
flo  active  in  informmg  against  non-resi- 
dents^ sboukl  himself  have  been  all  ^ 


time  a  stranger  in  Ireland,  thoueh  posses- 
ing  two  such  lucrative  livings  there.  H^ 
thought  it  upon  the  whole  so  gross  a  job, 
that  he  did  think  the  house  was  bound, 
not  merely  to  agree  to  the  motions  of  his 
hon.  friend,  but  to  follow  them  up  with  an 
address  to  his  majesty,  for  the  immediate 
dismissal  of  that  gentleman  from  a  situa- 
tion he  must  be  in  every  respect  so  incom- 
petent to  fill. 

Mr.  Biddtiph  said,  that  he  had  never 
heard  of  a  transaction,  that  could  with 
greater  justice  be  termed  a  job,  than  the 
appointment  of  Dr.  Clarke  ;  but  could  not 
agree  with  his  hon.  friend  on  the  floor  in 
his  expression  of  surprize,  that. the  re- 
verend doctor  should  himself  prove  to  be 
one  of  the  non-residents  he  had  been 
so  active  in  detec^g ;  as  it  appeared  to 
him  to  be  nothing  more  than  an  illustration 
of  the  truth  of  the  homely  proverb,  <'  set 
a  thief  to  catch  a  thief." 

Mr.  Lockhart  entered  into  a  vindication 
of  the  character  and  conduct,  and  appoint- 
ment of  Dr.  Clarke,  who,  he  said,  was  a 
gentleman  of  high  respectability  and  ac- 
complished manners;  and  such  a  man  only 
was  fit  for  the  situation  he  filled,  and  the 
official  intercourse  he  had  to  maintain.  His 
employment,  however,  was  not  such  as 
could  be  easily  ^led,  as  the  hon.  admiral 
stated.  He  had  net  only  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  charity  to  audit,  but  the  ac- 
counts of  the  officers  in  every  department. 
He  had  to  prepare  the  estimates,  to  ma- 
nage the  contracts,  and  to  examine  the  ac- 
counts of  all  the  builders  and  other  trades- 
men employed.  Besides,  to  his  superin- 
tending care  of  this  institution  in  its  infancy, 
was  its  present  existence  owing;  and  his 
continuance  in  the  situation  which  he  held 
from  the  beginning,  was  at  the  special  and 
stipulated  recommendation  of  the  private 
subscribers,  who  had  contributed  40,000/.  to 
the  undertaking.  He  could  not,  however, 
reconcile  the  zeal  of  the  hon.  admiral  for 
economy,  and  his  abhorrenoe  of  profu- 
sion, with  his  declaration  this  night  that 
he  should  not  haye  thought  any  thing  oi 
the  extravagance  he  arraigned,  had  the 
finiits  been  enjoyed  by  nayal  men. 

Mr.  ^imdAom  supported  the  motion.  He 
said,  an  hen.  member  had  gi^^en  a  very 
comical  reason  for  the  appointment  of 
doctor  Clarke,  viz.  that  he  had  good 
will  to  the  navy.  Why,  upon  the  same 
nround  every  man  should  become  an  au- 
ditor, for  every  one  bore  good  will  as  well 
as  the  good  doctor;  it  was  sSLid,  how- 
ever, that  the  doctor  was  concerned 
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the  origtQ  of  the  institution;  aye,  so  iti 
seemed,  for  he  took  especial  care  to  pro- 
vide for  himself.  The  good  doctor  was 
so  fond  of  charity,  that  he  was  determined 
to  follow  it  in  all  its  branches,  and  so. 
let  it  begin  at  home.  It  put  him  in  mind 
of  some  pious  founders  of  a  temple,  who, 
in  their  great  and  ardent  zeal,  made  a 
niche  for  themselves.  But  the  good  doctor 
was  a  man  of  liberal  education  and  there- 
fore fit  for  the  office !  But  if  evety  man  of 
liberal  education  were  to  put  in  his  learn- 
ing as  a  pica,  pray  how  many  auditors 
should  we  have  ?  He  did  not  think  the 
general  objection  to  the  doctor's  appoint- 
ment was  at  all  done  away  by  this  enu- 
mimioia  of  his  qualifications.  It  was  said, 
tilat  it  would  be  a  breach  of  the  contract 
entered  into  by  the  founders  of  this  insti- 
tution with  the  crown,  onits  receiving  the 
royal  charter.  However,  that  could  be  no 
reason  why  the  house  should  not  interfere 
to  remedy  an  abase.  Gentlemen  were 
however  ready  to  cry  out, '  what,  do  you 
attempt  to  throw  iiiipediknents  in  the  way 
of  good  actions  ?  Will  you  repress  cha- 
rity ?'  &c.  This  was  not  his  desire ;  he 
wished  to  prevent  the  pervernon  of  chari- 
ty ;  he  wished  to  counteract  the  injustice 
of  putting  a  man  not  in  the  intval  service 
nor  at  all  connected  with  it,  in  the  situation 
purposely  formed  for  the  protection  of  dis- 
tressed naval  chiMracters. 

The  Chaacelior<if4heExcheqweroheK^red, 
that  at  the  commencenent  of  the  institu- 
tion, it  was  made  a  point  by  the  founders 
that  Dr.  Clarke  should  be  placed  in  his 
present  office ;  aAd  it  would  be  a  little 
bard  if  he  who  was  himself  one  of  the 
first  founders  of  thi»  establishment  should 
be  himself  precluded  irom  all  its  -cdvan- 
tages.  An  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
thought  a  great  point  was  gained  for  him 
by  the  motion  for  the^  residence  of  spiri- 
tual persons  in  Irelemd,  since  he  had 
found  out  that  Dr.  Clarke  possessed  livings 
to  a  great  amount.  This  very  bill  should 
set  the  hon.  gent,  at  ease,  for  by  it  Dr. 
Clarke  would  be  reduced  to  the  dilemma 'of 
either  relinquishing  his  vs^able  livings,  or 
of  relinquishing  the  situation  of  auditor  of 
the  Naval  Asylum. 

Sir  Charks  Pole  said  a  fow  words  in  re- 
ply, in  which  he  stated  the  case  of  a  purser 
^ho  had  served  a  long  time  in  the  ntrvy, 
and  who  certainly  was  foil  as  competent 
to  fill  the  situation  of  auditor  at  a  doctor 
of  divinity. — ^The  house  then  divided.  For 
the  Resolution^  46^  Against  it,  71.  Ma^ 
jority,  25. 


[Irish  Supplies.]  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  house 
should  go  into  a  committee  of  supply,  and 
that  the  Irish  miscellaneous  estimates  for 
various  schools,  charities,  &c.  should  be 
referred  to  the  committee. — Ordered. 

Mr.  Foster  proposed  the  usual-  annual 
grants.  He  stated,  that  he  would  postpone 
any  of  them  on  reason  assigned. 

Mr.  M,  Fitzgerald  hoped  he  would  post- 
pone the  whole,  as  the  papers  were  not  yet 
printed.  He  objected  particularly  to  the 
grant  of  1,20()/.  for  250  copies  of  the  sta- 
tutes for  the  use  of  Ireland,  on  account  of 
the  negligent  manner  in  which  they  virere 
distributed  among  the^  magistrates. 

Mr.  Foster  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
member  as  to  the  irregularity  of  the  dis- 
tribution, and  promised  to  attend  to  that 
stri))ect ;  but  this  was  Merely  for  250  co- 
pies for  the  use  of  the  public  offices.  He 
saw  no  reason  for  postponnig  the  whole  of 
the  propositions. — ^The  grant  was  Uiea 
agreed  to. — On  the  proposition  for  grants 
to  various  clerks  in  public  offices, 

Mr.  Biddtdph  observed,  that  no  state- 
ment had  been  made  respecting  tlieir  ne- 
cessity. He  thought  that  some  explaBSt- 
tioi^  ought  to  have  been  given  as  to  the 
insufficiency  of  the  salaries  of  these  of- 
ficers, before  these  suma  weri  voted  by 
parliament 

M.V.  Foster  said  that  tlrese  grants  had 
been  always  made  ever  since  he  had  been 
in  parliament. 

Colonel  Bmry  also  stated,  that  the  saiiHi 
had  been  always  allowed  by  the  Irish  par- 
liament, and  that  the  officers  lodceg  to 
them  as  part  of  their  emoluments. 

Mr.  Biddtdph  vrwM  not  oppose  them 
now,  though  he  was  not  quite  satisfied 
with  the  answer,  and  would  inquire  far- 
ther into  the  subject. 

Mr.  Foster  observed,  that  the  hon.  gent* 
might  find  in  the  journals  what  these  of- 
ficers had  done  for  the  grants. 

Mr.  Titmey  said  that  the  question  was; 
whether  their  regular  salaries  were  not  a 
compensation  for  their  trouble  ?  If  they 
w^e  not,  he  thought  that  an  addition  to 
thehr  salaries  would  be  a  better  mode  of 
rewarding  them  than  these  annual  votes.**^ 
The  gramta  were  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PmwU  wished  that  the  grant  of 
2S,10S/.  to  the  incorporated  socilsly  of 
Dublin  for  the  encouragement  of  protestant 
chartered  schools,  should  be  'postponed* 
The  reason  he  gave  was,  thai  a  doeument 
which  related  to  thn  grant  had  only  o(»«e 
into  hit  hahds  as  he  w«)i  «naA4ng  li* 
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house.  Tim  was  a  catecbism  wkkh  was 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  ckildren,  having 
a  tendency  to  encourage  religbus  ani- 
mosities. 

Mr.  FosUr  hoped  the  hon.  cent,  did  not 
wish  to  prevent  this  charitahle  institution 
from  receiving  the  necessary  supplies  f&r 
the  present  year,  because  be  objected  to 
the  principles  on  which  it  was  founded. 
These  might  afterward  undergo  alterations, 
bat  the  present  giants  were  absolutely  ne- 
cessary. 

Mr.  Tkmey  thought  the  matter  might 
be  compromised  by  granting  a  snoiall  sup- 
ply for  the  present,  and  afterwards,  when 
a  larger  supply  came  to  be  voted  in  ano- 
ther c^ommittee,  the  subject  might  be  tho- 
roughly investigated. 

Dr.  Duigerum  said,  he  did  noffeel  at  all 
surprised  to  perceive  the  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite  anxious- to  oppose  the  prosperity 
of  the  Protestant  establishment  This  es- 
tablishment was  solely  for  deserted  and 
helpless  children,  who  were,  in  cense- 
queace  of  their  Ibrlom  condition,  received 
mto^  these  schools,  and  educated  in  the 
Protestaint  religion.  During  tbe  vice- 
royalty  of  the  dukt  of  Bedford,  these 
schools  had  been  subjected  to  the  exami- 
nation of  a  committee,  by  no  means  over- 
stocked with  Protestant  eeal.  Their  re- 
port was  highly  &vourable  to  the  institu- 
tion. The  grant  had  been  uniformly 
made,  for  50  or  70  years  back,  without 
any  objection.  The  catechism  in  use,  he 
beheved,  viras  the  usual  Protestant  cate- 
chism, set  forth  in  the  Rubric,  and  was 
calculated  to_  correct  the  political  errors 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  which  were  found- 
ed on  their  monstrous  religious  tenets. 

Mr.  Ptimell  said,  the  catechism  was 
iwry  different  from  that  in  common  use. 
The  first  question  in  this  catechism,  he 
stated,  was,  'What  religion  are  you  of?' 
To  which  the  child  was  taught  to  reply, 
«  I  am,  thank  God !  a  Protestant.'  Such 
cminions  were  merely  calculated  to  revive 
all  those  latent  sparks  of  animosity,  which, 
but  for  the  culpable  industry  of  some, 
might  have  long  since  been  extinguished. 
The  whole  system  of  education  in  those 
schools,  he  maintained,  was  destructive  to 
tile  peace  and  tranquillity  of  that  people, 
who  had  been  too  long  and  too  lately  re- 
minded of  ^ose  mischievous  and  unfound- 
ed lEMS^tions,  those  envenomed  calumnies, 
and  antiquat4»d  stories,  which  had  hitherto 
%e«n  emplo3red  most  efiectnally  as  the 
maans  of  ^coiting  those  agamst  each 
«llfiir,^wh«se  nuntaial  btaevelciioe  nfiHia- 


position  most  have,  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  things,  led  them  to  unite  m  peace,  con- 
cord>  amd  the  comm<m  cause  and  general 
welfare.  He  was  happy,  however,  to  find 
these  calumnies  and  gossippings  seemed  af 
late  rather  to  be  confined  to  that  house. 
He  should  not  have  any  objection  to  the 
present  grant,  but  he  nevertheless  thought 
it  his  duty  to  state  his  intention  of  bring- 
ing the  whole  establishment  very  shortly 
uiKler  the  review  of  parliament. 

The  QumccUor  qf  the  Exchequer  thought 
the  opposition  of  the  hon.  member,  evea 
supposing  he  had  the  document  to  which 
he  wished  to  refer  the  house  now  in  his 
hand,  perfectly  irregular,  since  there  colild 
be  no  motion  made  in  the  committee  for 
the  reformation  of  the  general  establish-^ 
ment. 

Mr.  M.  Fitsgerald  maintained,  that  the 
antiquity  of  these  establishments  and 
grants  were  alone  but  sorry  reasons  for 
their  continuance.  Many  others,  which 
had  commenced  nearly  about  the  same 
time  with  these,  loudly  called  for  aboli- 
tion. It  was  not  the  character  of  the 
lower  order  of  Irish  to  neglect  their  chil- 
dren, nor  weve  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
the  most  prone  to  commit  Chis  unnatural 
crime  ;  they  had  at  least  the  feelings  and 
humanity  of  men,  if  they  had  not  their 
political  advantages.  He  maintained,  that 
the  children  educated  in  these  schools 
were  not  proper  objects^if  charity.  Their 
education  and  temporary  support  were 
too  often  made  the  means  of  purchasii^ 
them  perhaps  by  the  inadvertmice  of  their 
parents,  from  the  religion  of  their  fbreftt- 
thers.  Hence  whatever  pains  might  be 
taken,  there  was  not  above  one-fifth  of 
those  who  received  their  education. in  these 
schools,  who  were  added  to.  the  number  of 
the  established  church.  It  was,  then,  a 
great  delusion  held  out  to  parliament  to 
suppose  the  supplies  yearly  granted  for 
this  purpose  were  in  any. degree  propor- 
tioned  to  the  advanta^^  the  country  re* 
ceived.  In  most  Catholic  and  remote 
parts  of  Ireland,  those  schools  bad  been 
much  on  the  decline,  while  they  .had  pro- 
portionally incveased  within  the  vtcinity 
of  Dublin. 

Mr.  Eiliot  rose  to  justify  the  character 
of  the  board  appointed  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  duke  of  Bedford.  By  em^ 
meratinff  some  of  ^e  persons  who  eom^ 
posed  &it  board,  he  thoo|[ht  rhe  could 
justify  them  ham  ^ny  intentmns  hostile  to 
the  established  wligron.  /Bme  were  the 
primate  af  Inland*  tfae.prarvnstaf  Trinity 
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College,  Dublin,  the  chief  justice,  and 
several  others  connected  both  with  the 
government  and  the  established  church. 

Dr.  Duigenan  said,  the  evils  of  Ireland 
were  'of  a  particular  description,  and  arose 
from  the  prejudices  of  the  lower  order, 
and  the  mischievous  principles  dissemi- 
nated by  misguided  arfd  depraved  charac- 
ters of  the  higher  order.  The  publications 
of  the  day  were  fraught  with  the  venom 
of  party ;  and  a  late  pamphlet  published 
in  Dublin  by  an  association  of  priests,  to 
the  amount  of  110,  had  set  fortti  a  detail 
of  all  the  flagitious  and  criminal  misrepre- 
sentations of  the  conduct  of  England  to 
Ireland.  When  such  extravagancies  were 
committed  without  reprehension,  he  was 
almost  surprised  to  hear  there  existed  in 
Ireland  an  Attorney-General. 

Mr.  Pamdl  thought  these  works,  if  they 
did  exist,  had  been  published  by  way  of  re- 
prisals 'y  many  of  a  very  inflammatory  na- 
ture having  been  published  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  question,  by  the  friends  of  the 
learned  doctor.  He  had  still,  however,  to 
congratulate  the  country,  from  the  disposi- 
tioH  betrayed  by  the  learned  doctor,  that 
he  did  not  fill  the  situation  of  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland. — This  Supply  was 
also  granted. 

The  house  then  resumed  ;  the  report 
was  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be  receiv- 
ed to-morrow. 

[Budget.]  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  going 
mto  a  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to 
which  the  account  of  the  Surplus  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  was  referred. — ^The 
house  having  resolved  itself  into  the  said 
Cofhmittee,  the  right  hon.  gent,  rose,  pur- 
suant to  his  notice,  to  submit  to  the  com- 
mittee the  arrangement  which  he  intended 
to  recommend  to  parliament  to  adopt  re- 
specting the  Stamp  Duties,  from  which  he 
proposed  to  derive  a  portion  of  the  ways 
and -means  of  the  year.  But,  before  he 
should  enter  into  that  part  of  the  statement 
which  he  was  to  submit  to  the  committee, 
he  felt  it  necessary,  in  order  to  justify  the 
vote  with  which  lie  meant  to  conclude,  to 
recapitulate  the  amount  of  the  Supplies, 
which  had  already  been  granted  in  the 
course  of  the  present  session.  By  enume- 
rating the  difierent  items  of  Supply  already 
vote<n  and  the  Ways  and  Means  available 
at  present  to  cover  them,  he  should  point 
out  to  the  gentlemen  opposite,  the  ground 
upon  which  he  brought  forward  the  speci- 
fic arrai^ment  which  he  was  to  submit 
to  the  consideration  of  tht  committee. 


The  right  hon.  gent,  here  went  through 
the  various  items  of  Supply  which  had 
been  voted  in  the  present  session  under 
the  various  heads  -of  Navy,  Army,  Bar- 
racks, Commissary  General's  Department, 
Extraordinaries,  Ordnance,  Miscellaneous^ 
Services,  and  Swedish  Subsidy.  The 
whole  of  the  sums  voted  amounted  in  the 
aggregate  to  48,653,170/.  from  which  was 
to  DC  deducted  the  proportion  that  was  to 
be  furnished  by  Ireland^  viz.  5,713,566/. 
which  would  leave  a  sum  to  be  defrayed 
by  Great  Britain,  of  42,939,604i.  These 
sums  he  stated  upon  a  rough  estimate, 
which,  however  they  might  vary  from 
perfect  accuracy,  would  yet  be  round  to 
correspond  pretty  exactly  with  the  actual 
state  of  the  accounts. — Having  gone 
through  the  Supplies,  it  next  became  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  state  to  the  committee 
the  various  Ways  and  Means  which  had 
hitherto  been  provided  for  covering  these 
supplies.  The  house  had  already  voted 
upon  Malt  and  Pensions  three  millions. 
The  sum  usually  voted  was  2,750,D00/. ; 
but  it  was  thought  more  expedient  to  take 
the  amount  of  the  tax  at  the  round  sum  of 
3  millions,  which  it  produced,  the  efiect 
of  which  would  only  be  to  reduce  the  sur- 
plus of  the  consolidated  fund  by  the  sum 
of  250,000/.  the  diiiference  between  the 
vote  of  three  millions  and  the  usual  amount 
at  which  the  Malt  and  Pension  tax  were  . 
usually  estimated.  The  advances  from 
the  Bank  amounted  to  3,500,000/.  The 
unappropriated  surplus  of  the  consolidated 
fund  which  his  hon.  friend  would  move 
in  the  present  committee,  was,  on  the  5th 
of  April,  726,&70/.  Upon  a  rough  esti- 
mate he  was  warranted  in  taking  the  war 
taxes  at  twenty  millions.  The  committee 
would  be  aware,  that  the  duties  to  be  levied 
under  the  Orders  in  Council  were  applica- 
ble to  the  war  taxes,  and  therefore  he  felt 
the  more  confidence  in  taking  their  amount 
at  20  millions.  The  Lottery  he  should  take 
at  the  sum  of  350^000/.  which  was  un- 
doubtedly less  than  it  had  produced  in  the 
present  year,  but  he  did  not  think  he  could 
estimate  its  produce  higher  than  the 
amount  he  had  stated.  It  would  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  committee,  that  the  sum 
of  four  millions  of  Exchequer  Bills  had 
been  funded  in  the  course  of  the  present 
session,  and  that  in  submitting  that  mea- 
sure to  the  house,  he  had  stated  that  it  was 
intended  to  issue  4  millions  of  Exchequer 
Bills  in  place  of  those  funded,  as  part  of 
the  ways  and  means  of  the  year.  By 
adding  to  these  difierent  items  the  sum  of 
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8  millions,  which  was  the  whole  of  what' 
he  apprehended  would  be  wanted  for  the 
service  of  the  present  year,  the  aggregate 
amount  would  be  39,576,870/,  To  this 
aggregate  was  to  be  added  the  surplus  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  which  he  proposed 
to  take  at  3,500,000/.  which  would  carry 
the  Ways  and  Means  to  43,076,870/.  yield- 
ing a  surplus  of  Ways  and  M^ans  above 
the  Supplies  of  137,000/.  The  surplus  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  the  committee 
would  recollect,  had  been  taken  last  year 
at  3,750,000/.  but  had  produced  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  726,870/.  making  altogether 
4,476,870/.  But  as  the  increased  vote  upon 
Malt  and  Pensions  would  diminish  the 
produce  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  to  the 
amount  of  250,000/. ;  and,  however  san- 
guine bis  view  might  be  of  the  state  of  the 
trade  of  the  country,  he  could  not  but 
admit,  that  from  the  measures  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  consequences  of  the  course 
in  wmch  that  trade  was  now  to  be  carried 
on,  some  reduction  might  take  place, 
though  not  to  any  material  extent. — And 
here  he  could  not,  in  passing,  abstain  from 
adverting  to  the  operation  by  which  four 
millions  oiit  of  the  twelve,  which  were  the 
whole  to  be  borrowed  for  the  year,  had 
been  obtained  by  funding  Exchequer  Bills 
to  that  amount.  As  far  as  could  yet  be 
judged,  there  was  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  transtiction  was  highly  favourable 
for  the  public.  There  was  a  saving  to  the 
amount  of  the  interest  of  the  Exchequer 
Bills  thus  withdrawn  from  the  market. — 
The  Committee  was  aware«  that  subsequent 
to  the  transaction  the  funds  had  risen,  and 
he  entertained  at  the  time  an  expectation 
that  the  contract  for  the  future  loan  would 
be  made  upon  much  more  favourable 
terms  for  the  public,  than  if  these  four 
millions  were  to  have  been  borrowed  on  a 
5  per  cent.  fund. — Having  stated  the  Sup- 
plies, and  the  Ways  and  Means  by  which 
they  were  to  be  covered,  it  was  in  the  next 
place  his  duty  to  state  by  what  means  he 
purposed  to  provide  ror  the  interest, 
charges,  and  sinking  fund  of  the  exche- 
quer bills  funded,  and  of  the  proposed 
loan,  which  amounted  to  a  sum  of  750,000/. 
There  existed  at  present  a  sum  of  380,000/. 
applicable  to  that  purpose,  bein?  the 
amount  of  the  short  annuities  which  had 
fallen  in.  There  was  likewise  a  saving 
upon  the  management  of  the  public  debt 
ot  65,000/.  By  the  new  arrangement  with 
respect  to  the  assessed  taxes,  a  sum  of 
125,000/1  would  be  ploduced,  and  the  ar- 
rangement which  he  meant  to  propose,  for 


an  improved  mode  of  collecting  the  du- 
ties on  stamps,  would  be  calculated  to 
yield  200,000/.  The  whole  of  these  sums 
would  amount  to  770,000/.  being  a  small 
excess  above  the  sum  actually  required. — 
He  came  next  to. state  the  view  upon  which 
he  grounded  tho arrangement  he  had  to  pro- 
pose with  respect  to  the  Stamp  Duties.  The 
committee  were  aware,  that,  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year  a  principle  had  been  recog- 
nised by  parliament,  founded  upon  the  sus- 
pension of  all  taxation  for  3  years,  and  for 
resorting  to  the  war  taxes  to  cover  the 
necessary  charges  of  loans.  The  policy 
of  this  principle  had  met  with  the  concur- 
rence of  all  sides  of  the  house,  though 
some  of  the  provisions  of  the  measure 
founded  upon  it  had  been  canvassed.  Hav- 
ing stated  this,  he  was  bound  to  explain  to 
the  house  why  he  had  thought  it  necessary 
to  depart  from  the  principle  in  the  present 
instance,  by  proposing  to  lay  on  additional 
taxes,  to  the  amount  of  above  300,000/. 
and  it  certainly  was  not  because  he  had 
considered  the  principle  laid  down  by  the 
noble  lord  who  preceded  him  unwise.  He 
had  felt  how  desirable  it  was  to  consoli- 
date the  different  acts  relative  to  the  As-. 
sessed  Taxes  and  the  Stamp  Duties,  and 
considered  that  a  good  opportunity  when 
making  improved  regulations  for  the  col- 
lection of  both,  to  make  a  small  addition 
in  certain  items.  He  had  already  done  so 
with  respect  to  the  Assessed  Taxes,  and 
he  was  now  to  propose  a  similar  course 
with  respect  to  the  Stamp  Duties.  If  by 
these  means,  without  adding  considerably 
to  the  burthens  of  the  public,  they  could 
contrive  to  provide  for  the  present  year, 
they  might  in  the  next  and  following  years 
resort  to  the  principle,  which  had  been  so 
generally  approved  of,  unless  upon  a  re- 
view of'^  the  state  of  the  taxes,  whoever 
might  fill  the  situation  he  occupied,  should 
be  of  opinion,  that  by  regulation  or  mo- 
dification a  supply  could  be  obtained  with- 
out increasing  the  pressure  upon  the  pub- 
lic, and  to  relieve  the  war  taxes.  The 
committee  would  recollect  that  the  Stamp 
acts  had  been  consolidated  in  the  year 
1805,  the  new  schedule  of  the  Stamp  Du- 
ties having  been  prepared  in  the  year  1 804, 
and  containing  within  a  short  compass  all 
the  duties  on  Stamps.  The  number  of  acts 
relating  to  Stamp  Duties  amounted  to  60 
or  70,  and  those  for  the  collection  of  them 
made  the  number  on  the  statute  book  near- 
ly  100.  It  was  thought  desirable  to  consoli- 
date all  the  acts  relating  to  the  duties  into 
one;  as  also  those  for  the.  regulation  and 
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collection  of  the  duties.  The  former  had 
been  consolidated,  but  the  latter  had  not, 
and  notwithstanding  the  ability  and  in- 
dustry exerted  by  the  commissioners  and 
other  ofl&cers  of  the  department,  he  should 
not  be  able  to  bring  forward  a  proposition 
for  that  purpose  this  session*;  but  the  busi*- 
ness  was  in  such  a  train,  that  whoever 
might  fill  the  office  he  held,  would  haye  it 
in  his  power  to  bring  the  measure  forward. 
The  amended  schedule  would  be  prepared 
in  jthe  present  session,  so  that  the  dinerent 
items  might  be  open  for  consideration  pre- 
vious to  the  passinff  of  the  act.  The  manner 
in  which  the  schedule  was  to  be  prepared 
was  by  disposing  of  the  several  duties  un- 
der difierent  heads,  by  a  distinct  arrange- 
ment, in  alphabetical  order,  so  as  to  afford 
a  ready  reference  to  any  person  who  might 
desire  to  know^^hat  particular  duty  would 
be  applicable  to  his  case.  There  were  vari- 
ous mstruments  at  present  charged  nnder 
the  name  of  deeds,  which  would  be  re- 
ferred to  their  respective  heads,  though  it 
was  not  deemed  riffht  that  any  addition 
should  be  made  to  the  amount  of  duty  at 
present  attaching  to  them.  Another  al  ter- 
ation  would  be  made  in  certain  duties  now 
levied  in  S<5otland.  Towards  the  close  of 
king  William's  reign  two  Stamp  acts  had 
been  passed,  to  provide  for  the  interest 
of  debts  incurred.  One  was  temporary, 
the  other  permanent.  At  the  time  of 
the  Union  with  Scotland,  it  veas-  stipulated 
that  neiUier  should  ever  be  levied  m  that 
country.  The  temporary  act  bad  now 
expired,  and  the  duties  were  now  legally 
leviable  in  Scotland,  but  the  duties  under 
the  permanent  act  could  not  be  levied 
there.  Much  inconvenience  was  expe- 
rienced in  the  collection  of  the  duty,  and 
by  the  persons  upon  whom  it  was  fevied,  in 
consequence  of  the  fhkctional  diflerences 
between  the  amount  of  the  duty  there  and 
in  England.  But  this  was  not  a  ground  for 
deprivinc^  the  Scotch  of  the  advantage  of 
dieir  articles  of  Union;  and,  therefore,  in 
proposing  to  equalise  the  duty  in  both  coun- 
tries, he  meant  to  remunerate  Scotland,  by 
a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  all  instruments 
to  be  used  in  Scotland.  The  addition  to 
the  amount  of  the  duty  would  arise  from 
an  application  of  the  ad  valorem  principle 
to  otner  instruments,  than  those  to  which 
it  at  present  applied.  It  had  on  a  former 
occasiotfi,  been  m  contemplation  to  apply 
that  principle  to  all  conveyances  of  real 
property,  by  making  the  instrument  invalid 
n  the  stamps  were  not  of  the  legal  amount. 
But,  as  it  w^uld  be  hard  to  render  an  in- 


strument of  no  eflect  merely  because  of 
the  ^tamp  not  being  of  the  legal  amount^ 
the  design  was  abandoned.  He  did  not 
mean  to  carry  his  provision  to  that  extent, 
but  that  a  specification  should  be  made  of 
the  amount  of  the  consideration,  and  the 
duty  on  the  stamp  should  be  in  proportion. 
And  he  proposea  to  apply  this  principle, 
not  only  to  all  conveyances  of  real  estates, 
but  to  the  admission  to  offices  of  courts 
and  government.  At  present  the  duty 
was  20/.  upon  all  offices  of  the  courts,^ 
without  regard  to  the  amount  of  the  in- 
come. He  should  propose  to  reduce  the 
duty  upon  the  lower  offices,  and  to  raise  it 
upon  the  higher  offices.  Upon  all  offices, 
the  income  of  which  should  not  exceed  60i. 
no  duty  should  attach  ;  upon  all  over  60/. 
and  under  150/.  the  duty  would  be  8/. ; 
upon  all  over  150/.  and  under  300/.  it  was 
to  be  20/.,  and  so  in  proportion  upon  higher 
incomes.  It  was  also  proposed  to  make 
some  alteration  in  the  duty  on  indentures, 
but  not  to  carry  it  higher  than  it  was  be- 
fore the  year  1804*,  and  in  some  cases  to 
reduce  it  lower.  There  was  likewise  some 
addition  expected  from  the  duty  on  Attor- 
nies  indentures.  The  duty  at  present  on 
articles  of  indenture,  to  an  Attorney  of  the 
superior  courts,  was  110/.  and  of  the  in- 
ferior courts,  55L  The  same  duty  which 
applied  to  indentures  to  solicitors  in  chan- 
cery should  also  apply  to  proctors,  fer  he 
could  not  see  why,  when  the  advantage 
was  equal,  the  parties  should  not  be  sub- 
ject to  similar  auties.  He  proposed  that 
the  duty  of  55L  should  extena  to  inden* 
tures  to  the  writers  to  the  signet  in  Scot- 
land. In  the  duty  on  collations  and  dona- 
tions, a  small  alteration  was  to  take  place; 
for  where  they  gave  the  right  as  fully  as 
induction  and  institution,  the  duty  which 
did  not  at  present  attach  was  to  apply. 
With  respect  to  enfeoffinents,  a  smaH  ad- 
dition was  to  be  made  ;  the  duty  being  at 
present  only  1/.  lOf.  it  was  proposed  to 
raise  it  to  3/. ;  the  duty  applicable  to  ano- 
ther mode  of  conveying  real  estates  by 
lease  and  release.  An  addition  was  also 
proposed  to  the  duty  on  the  grant  of  ho- 
nours and  preferments.  The  duty  was  at 
present  but  20/.  in  all  cases.  In  Ireland, 
the  duty  on  the  creation  of  a  duke,  mar^ 
qnis,  or  earl,  was  200/. ;  on  the  creation 
of  a  viscount,  150/. ;  and  on  the  creation 
of  a  baron  100/.  and  he  could  see  no 
reason  why  this  country  should  not  adopt 
the  same  rate  of  duty  which  existed  in 
that.  Some  slight  alteration  was  to  be 
made  in  the  duty  upon  the  grant  of  leasei 
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of  er«wii  Holds.  At  pr^ftrt  it  wfts  20/. 
a»d  where  the .  fetee  was  benefkial,  that 
was  mrt  an  impwper  ^ty  ;  but  as  tinder 
the  pMsent  regtilations,  the  leases  of  crown 
hiuis  were  no  mofrc  b^nefifclal  thiln  tho^ 
^  any  private  individoal,  the  duty  ought 
act  to  be  tevied  unless  where  the  lease 
?ras  beheficial.  The  publtc  would  not  be 
a  loser  by  this  redaction,  beeatise  the  party 
always  paid  less  m  proportion  to  the 
dOMMUtt  of  the  daty.  Upon  the  grants  of 
snmey  and  pension*,  it  was  proposed  that 
the  duty  should  attach  upon  the  ad  Talo- 
rem  principle  on  the  higher  grants,  thoueh 
it  would  apply  on  a  reduc^  scale  to  tne 
lower.  A  duty  was  also  to  apply  16  poli- 
cies of  insurance  on  Hves,  whiA  had  been 
exempted  in  190*,  though  th^re  was  no 
reason  why  they  should  be  so  ejtetnpted. 
Another  head  to  which  he  wished  to 
call  the-  attention  of  the  comrtiittee,  w^s 
the  case  of  Promissory  Notes  rt-issua- 
ble,  issued  by  persons  calling  themselves 
bsHiiera.  He  proposed  that  every  per- 
•on  issuing  such  re-issuable  note.<  should 
pay  20/.  a»year  for  a  licence.  The  duty 
upon  such  notes  was  at  present  3d.  each, 
and  he  proposed  to  raise  the  duty  upon  all 
te>  4d.  each,  bub  when  the  notes  were  pay- 
able only  in  one  place,  the  duty  Was  to  be 
6€L  each.  Another  alteration  was  intend- 
ed jrclative  to  the  manner  of  transferring  the 
shares  of  Joint  Stock  Companies.  At  pre- 
sent the  duty  was  collected  only  in  propor- 
tion to  the  nominal  value,  but  it  appeared 
to  him  thai  -it  should  be  in  projiortion  to 
ttie  real  value.  As  to  Law  proceedings, 
tlley  were  already  so  highly  burthened, 
^lat  no  addition  could  possibly  be  made  to 
ti^m.  There  were,  only  some  small  in- 
stances, which  could  scarcely  be  consider- 
ed b<it  as  omissions  in  the  year  1 804.  Thus 
be  proposed  a  duty  of  one  shilling  on  all 
summdnses  before  a  master  in  chancery. 
With  respect  to  probates  of  administration 
in  Scotland,  the  duty  was  to  apply  in  the 
saffle  manner  as  in  £iig!and.  As  to  lega- 
cies, the  duty  applied  on  all  above  20/., 
cwcept  a  residue,  and  then  the  duty  did 
not  attach  till  the  residue  amounted  to 
100/.  It  was  proposed  that  the  d  uty  should 
^>ply  indiscriminately  to  residue  and  lega- 
cies. It  remained  for  him  only  to  explain 
bew^the  principle  he  stated  was  to  apply 
t»  conveyances.  The  duty  at  present  was 
30».  on  all  conveyances  of  land.  This' 
dnty  he  proposed  to  lower  on  the  convey- 
aSKX^  of  smaller  property,  and  to  raise  it  in 
»f  roportfon  to  the  value  on  the  higher  de- 
grees e#  property.  In  alJ  cases  vmere  the 
Vol.  XI. 


consideration  should  not  exceed  150/.  the 
duty  was  to  be  1/. ;  between  that  and 
300/.  1/.  10*.;  between  300/.  and  500/.  , 
2/.  10*. ;  between  500/.  and  750/.  5/.  J 
between  750/.  and  1000/.  7/  lOs. ;  but 
in  no  instante  to  exceed  one  per-cent. 
upon  the  consideration.  Upon  these  in- 
struments and  the  re-issuable  promissory 
note^  he  calculated  for  the  advance  in  the 
amount  of  the  stamp  duties  to  the  extent 
of  ^00,000/.  And  he  had  brought  this 
forward  before  the  recess,  in  order  that 
gentlemen  micht  have  the  longer  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  the  different  parts  of 
the  measure  by  referring  to  the  Schedule 
which  they  would  have  in  their  hands. 
If  he  had  omitted  any  thing  in  the  Sche-' 
dale,  he  shmiid  be  happy  to  avail  himstlf 
of  the  suggestion  of  any  ndn.  gent,  to  sup- 
ply the  omi^ion.  He  was  aware  that  it* 
Would  have  been  more  consonant  to  the 
Usual  practice  to  hate  kept  back  this  state- 
ment till  after  the  Loan  shonld  be  contract- 
ed for,  but  it  appeared  to  be  much  more 
for  the  convenience  of  the  house,  that  they 
should  be  put  in  possession  of  the  state- 
ment in  time  to  afford  an  opportunity  for 
mature  consideration.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  concluded  with  renevi-ing  his  first 
Resolution,  stating  the  unappropriated  sur- 
plus of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  on  the  5th 
of  April,  1808,  to  have  beeii  72d,870/.— 
On  the  qufestibn  being  put, 

Mr.  mddulp^i  thought  the  arrangements 
for  the  service  of  the  present  year  might 
and  ought  to  be  made  without  any  addi- 
tional taxes.  He  recommended  the  crea- 
tion of  a  contingent  fond  by  the  sale  of 
Crown-Lands,  to  which  the  public  might 
become  tenants.  The  sums  for  which 
Crown  rents  might  be  sold  were  almost 
inconceivable.  One  hundred  pounds  had. 
been  demanded  of  him  for  a  rent  of  8s.  9d. 
Such  pai:ts  as  might  be  sold  to  advantage 
might  be  disposed  of,  and  the  sum  of 
600,000/.  might  easily  be  created,  so  as 
to  be  available  after  the  first  dividend ;  the  ^ 
surplus  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  to  be 
brought  in  aid,  whenever  any  deficiency 
should  require  it. — After  a  few  observa- 
tions from  Mr.  Tiemey,  Mr.  Giddy,  Mr. 
Vansittart,  and  Mr.  Huskisson,  the  1st  re-^ 
solution  wad  voted,  and  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

[OFFrcEs  m  Reversion  Bill.]  Oh  the 
question  for  the  third  reading  of  tne  Bill, 

Mr.  Wbithread  said,  that  it  had  been  the 
inclination  of  his  mind  to  have  opposed 
the  third  reading  of  this  Bill,  in  order 
that  the  ho\ise  might  t&ke  another  course. 
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which  would  have  appeared  to  him  more 
suitable.  Having  however  conversed  much 
upon  the  subject  with  his  hon.  friends 
who  sat  near  him,  he  had  consented  to 
give  up  his  former  intention,  and  not  to 
oppose,  the  third  reading.  He  must  say, 
however,  that  he  conceived  that  that  house 
was  extremely  tender  and  cautious  of  any 
difference  with  the  house  of  lords,  especi- 
ally when  it  was  recollected  that  the  house 
of  lords  had  now  rejected  a  second  time, 
a  bill  which  had  passed  that  house  almost 
unanimously,  on  the  recommendation  of 
a  committee  specially  appointed  to  en- 
auire  into  the  situation  of  the  public 
finances.  That  committee  Had  pointed 
out  ,ways  and  means  to  the  amount  of 
65,600/.  annually,  which  was  an  object  of 
important  consideration.  As  the  house 
of  lords  had  t^wice  rejected  a  bill  which 
came  from  such  strong  recommendation, 
he  could  not  but  doubt  very  much  whe- 
ther they  would  adopt  the  expedient  that 
was  now  proposed  to  them.  He  thought 
the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  ministers 
was  sou^ewhat  suspicious.  The  right 
'  hon.  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  bad 
suffered  the  bill  to  pass  through  that 
bouse  without  the  slightest  opposition,  and 
afterwards,  by  his  own  confession,  con- 
certed with  a  noble  lord  (Hawkesbury)  to 
move  an  amendment  to  it  in  the  other 
house.  He  thought  it  not  very  decorous 
for  the  right  hon.  ffent.  to  confess  in  that 
house,  that  he  had  connived  with  any  of 
his  colleagues  to  defeat  the  object  and 
intention  of  a  bill  which  he  suffered  to 
pass  through  that  house  without  opposi- 
tion. These  circumstances  made  him  very 
diffident  of  the  success  of  the  expedient 
that  was  now  proposed^  but  nevertheless 
he  should  not  oppose  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Excheauer  maintain- 
ed, that  in  conniving,  ^  the  hon.  gent 
termed  it,  with  his  colleague  in  another 
house,  he  had  only  been  actuated  by  a 
wi^h,  that  the  house  of  lords  should  not 
completely  defeat  a  bill  which  had  been 
approved  of  by  that  house.  He  saw  no 
chance  of  its  passing  the  house  of  lords 
without  the  amendment  which  had  been 
proposed.  If  there  was  any  thing  impro- 
per, to  the  ideas  of  the  hon.  member,  in 
the  suggestion  of  that  amendment  to  his 
colleague,  he  could  only  say,  that  he  was 
not  aware  pf  any  such  reeling. 

Mr.  ilf.  A.  Tcn/lor  expressed  himself 
decidedly  hostile  to  the  present  bill,  be- 
cause it  did  notj  in  bis  mind^  tend  to 


remedy  the  evil  it  professed  to  prevent  alto- 
gether. He  considered  it  merely  as  a  com* 
promise  made  with  a  party  that  nobody 
knew,  and  which  that  house  ought  not  to 
submit  to.  The  bill  in  itself  wa^  certainly 
either  good  or  bad.  If  it  were  good,  it 
ought  to  meet  the  universal  concurrence 
of  the  house;  if  it  w^re  bad,  it  was  en- 
titled only  to  general  rejection.  It  ought 
however  to  be  recollected  that  it  was  re- 
commended by  a  committee  especially 
appointed  by  that  house  to  enquire  into 
and  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  H^ 
finances  of  the  country,  who  had  recom- 
mended the  measute  as  a  primary  step 
towards  making  much  more  extensive,  and 
important  reforms  and  retrenchments; 
and  he  did  not  perceive  that  it  was  op- 
posed by  any  one,  save  those  who  were 
decided  enemies  to  any  reform  at  all. 
Taxes  to  a  very  great  amount  had  been 
imposed  on  the  people,  and  he  allowed 
most  properly  imposed ;  because  their 
safety,  and  securi^  in  every  thing  that 
was  dear  to  them  depended  on  it.  No 
man  should  however  tell  him,  that  places 
could  be  suflfered  to  be  civen  to  socklipgB« 
without  the  greatest  disadvantages  resulting 
therefrom.  T(ie  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer was  supposed  to  have  a  considerable 
share  of  power  over  the  king's  conscience  ; 
and  how  could  he  in  any  reasonable  way 
grant  a  reversion  of  that  ?  He  could  not 
but  feel  hostile  to  the  bill  altogether ;  but 
the  preamble  was  sufficient  to  make  him 
so,  for  it  went  only  to  suspend  that  which 
he  thought  should  be  entirely  abolished  ; 
and  he  was  sure  the  country  looked  for 
something  more  effective  than  such  ^  half 
measure.  He  called  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  situation  of  the  country — u> 
the  very  heavy  taxation  to  which  the  peo- 
ple were  liable ;  and  yet  he  was  happy 
to  say,  there  never  was  a  period  in  tne 
history  of  the  country  in  which  the  people 
shewed  a  warmer  zeal  for  its  interests,  or  a 
more  determined  lo3ralty  towards  the  ex- 
isting government.    ' 

Mr.  Fuller  thought  the  house  was  not  in 
a  situation  to  give  an  opinion  of  what 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  would  be  at; 
at  on^  time  they  were  satisfied  with  the 
bill,  now  they  were  dissatisfied.  It  was 
impossible  to  understand  their  meaning* 
They  had  talked  a  great  deal  about  placea 
in  reversion,  and  of  the  necessity  of  shot- 
ting the  book.  Why  had  not  the  minister 
of  the  day,  to  whom  those  gentlemen  were 
attached,  who  received  24,000/^  a-year  of 
the  public  money-^wby  had  not  be  been 
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the  first  to  shut  the  book  ?  [Here  there 
was  a  cry  of  name !  name !  ii^ich  conti- 
aaed  for  some  time,  until — 

The  Speaker  obserred  to  the  hon.  gent, 
that  he  must  see  the  inconvenience  result- 
ing from  allusions  to  former  debates. 

Mr.  jFW/ct  proceeded.  He  thought  there 
Berer  was  a  time  so  ill  calculated  to  bring 
forward  such  a  subject.  When  the  coun- 
try had  a  minister  who  set  himself  forward 
as  an  honest  man,  which  he  certainly  was, 
he  could  not  help  considering  an  opposi- 
tion of  this  kind  as  the  most  unprincipled 
that  ever  existed.  They  only  wished  to 
set  themselves  up  in  the  places  of  the  pre- 
sent administration.  (Much  lighter  from 
the  opposition  side  of  the  house.)  '  As  for 
jou/  said  the  hon.  gentj  '  I  have  known 
you  these  thirty  years.* 

The  Secretary  at  War  opposed  the  bill, 
as  not  likely  to  produce  any  good  efiect 
*  whatever,  it  had  been  held  up  as  the 
comer««tone  of  a  system  of  reform  which 
he  was  much  afraid  eould  never  be  rea^ 
Used ;  and  it  was  a  duty  which  the  house 
peculiarly  owed  to  them^lves,  by  way 
of  supporting  their  own  honour  and  dig- 
nity, not  to  hold  out  hopes  which  must 
inevitably  be  di8ap(K>inted.  He  had  no 
doubt  but  the  Committee  of  Finance  had 
great  merit,  not  only  in  the  diligence  of 
their  researdies,  but  in  the  acuteness  vnth 
which  they  were  desirous  of  enterinff  upon 
the  investigation  of  the  public  expenditure; 
yet  he  was  of  opinion,  that  no  false  hopes 
or  expectations  should  be  held  out  to  the 
people  at  the  present  moment 

Mr.  Lfitkton  alluded  to  the  expressions 
of  Mr.  Fuller,  who  appeared  to  suppose 
that  in  his  characteristic  coarseness  he  mo- 
nopolised in  his  own  breast  the  whole  po- 
litical honesty  of  that  house.  With  re- 
spect to  the  bill,  it  was  the  peculiar  pro- 
Tince  and  duty  of  parliament  to  regulate 
Mid  watch  ever  the  distribution  of  the  public 
money ;  to  see  that  it  was  not  lavishly  ex- 
pend^ ;  and  to  be  frequent  in  the  exer- 
-cise  of  those  functions,  which  as  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  were  vested 
kl  them  by  the  constitution.  At  this  most 
important  crisis,  any  thing  which  related 
to  public  economy  was  not  unimportant 
It  became  the  legislature  to  institute  in- 
quiry; to  stop  abuses,  and  to  prevent,  as 
much  at  lay  in  their  power,  prodigality. 
For  these  reasons,  he,  as  one  delegated  by 
the  people,  could  not  approve  of  the  middle 
course  which  the  house  were  now  pursuing 
in  adopting  this  bill — a  bill  which  savoured 
more  of  prudence  than  of  spirit    The 


house  had  been  told,  that  by  passing  the 
former  bill  they  were  entrenching  upon 
the  prero^tive,  of  the  crown.    The  pre- 
rogative, however,  he  must  contend,  had 
increased  fourfold  to  what  it  was  in  form- 
er times.      Instead    of  the    former  bill 
being  an  infringement  upon   the  prero- 
gative, it  was,  in  fact,  a  shield  from  en- 
croachment.    He  for  one  was  a  firm  friend 
to  the  prerogative ;  but  he  could  not  at 
the  same  time  forget  that  the  constitution 
provided  that  this  house  should  hold  as  sa- 
cred the  rights  of  the  nation.     It  was 
therefore  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to 
preserve  and  protect  the  one,  and  guard 
against  the  other.    The  hon.  gent  then 
alluded  to  the  speech  of  an  hon.  friend  of 
his  (Mr.   Ward)  on   a  former  night;    a 
speech  which  no  panegyric  of  his  could  do 
justice  to.    With  the  sentiments  contained 
in  that  speech  he  concurred,  and  with  his 
hon.^  friend  lamented  to  see  the  names  of 
princes  of  the  blood,  recorded  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill.     He  would  not  suppose 
that  they  went  into  the  house  other  than 
as  peers  of  parliament,  nor  that  the  votes 
they  had  given  proceeded  from  any  other 
mo^ve  than  a  thorough  conviction  of  the 
injurious  tendency  of  the  bill.     He  must, 
however,  deprecate  the  efiect  on  the  pub- 
lic mind.     He  would  suppose  a  case :    It 
might  be  said,  that  a  faction  existed,  that 
that  faction  had  in  view  no  other  object 
than  to  refose  a  redress  of  grievances  to 
the  people.    If  it  should  be  so  said,  and 
that  it  was  the  determined  intention  of 
that  faction  to  nip  the  first  appearance  of 
reform  in  the  bud,  what  would  the  people 
of  England  say  upon  reading  the  names 
of  the  prinees  of  the  blood  in  hostility  to 
the  measure  of  reform.    The  houses  of 
parliament  ought  to  be  guided  in  their 
proceedings  by  constitutional  principles. 
The  princes  or  the  blood,  the  nobles  and 
chiefs  of  the  land,  would  consult  their  own 
dignity  by  abstaining  from  opposition  to 
the  measure.    He  trusted  that  this  house 
would  be  able  to  overcome  the  faction,  to 
subdue,  and  finally  expel  them  from  all 
control  over  the  responsible  ministers  of 
the  crown ;  and  that  in  so  doing,  redress 
of  CTievances  might  no  longer  remain  a 
dead  letter  in  the  constitution ;  that  the 
attachment  of  the  people  might  thereby 
be  cultivate  ;  and  that  now,  when  it  was 
most  wanted,  it  might  be  secured. 

Mr.  Fuller  here  arose  again,  and  e?(- 
chiimed,  that  the  words  imputed  to  him  by 
the  hon.  gent  had  not  been  spoken.  *  He 
had  never  said  he  possessed  all  the  hones- 
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ty  in  the  house*— (Hear  \  hear !)  '  I  could' 
Qjaid  the  hon.  gent,  with  much  energy), 
'throw  as  much  folly  and  thickheadednes^ 
into  his  nuui-scuU,' — ^^(Order !    ^rder  I ) 

Mr.  Lyttleton  made  sojae  observations, 
in  a  good-humoured  tone, .  by  way  of  re- 
ply to  the  last  speaker ;  in  which  he  ob- 
served, that  the  hon.  gent,  was  undoubtedly 
possessed  of  every  (quality  which  was  either 
agreeable,  convincing,  or  persuasive.  (A 
laugh.) 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said  he  would  support  the 
present  bill,  rather  than  run  the  chauce  of 
ipsing  it  entirely.  He  observed,  with 
ipuch  irony,  upon  the  polite,  urbane,  and 
gentlemanly  conduct  of  the  hon.  member 
who  had  that  night  been  so  often  declared 
Qut  of  order  by  the  chair* 

Mr.  Wilhughby  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
bill,— It  vvould  reflect  honour  on  the  hon. 
gent,  who  brought  it  in;  and,  if  passed 
by  the  other  house;,  would  also  add  honour 
on  the  administration  under  whpse  auspices 
it  was  carried. 

Lord  PQrches^cr  ihox^^t  it  better  that 
i^e  bill  should  be' read  a  third  time,  and 
then  such  n;;^odificatiQns  as  might  b^  deem* 
ed necessary  coi^id  be  proposed .T—[Tbe  bill 
was  j^cordingly  re^  a  tlurd  time,]— The 
noble  lord  then  proposed  certain  ani^i;id- 
npients,  with  the  view  of  reconciling  t\m 
bill  to  what  was  originally  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  hji^use.  He  ^louW  deplore  any 
(JilFerence  of  opinion  betoveen  th^t  house 
and  the  hpgse  of  lords";  byj  they  surely 
di^  not  ask  (09  much  of  their  lordships  in 
requesting  that  they  would  suspend  their 
opinion   for  a  se^n^  and  ^rant  tp  the 
commons  a  scnM^    9f,  armistice,  till    th0 
'  grounds  on  which  they  differed  were  ev 
pljiined.     They  were  not  to  go  to  their 
lordships  as  sturdy  beggars,  who,  if  they 
could  not  get  their  petition  granted  in 
one  shape  were  ready  to  accept  pf  it  in 
another.    What  l^e  proppsed  w^,  that  the 
word  '  prohibit'  8b9uld  be  restori^d  in  the 
preamble  of  the  \>i|l,  instead  pf  the  word 
'  suspended/  and  thaf  the  wprds  '  with  the 
vi^w  to  inquiries  now  .pending  in  the  house, 
of  common^'  also  in  the  preamble,  be 
omitted.    The  pnly  other  amendment  be 
should  propose  was  one  limiting  the  eiviur- 
ance  of  the  bill  to  si^  weeks  after  the  com- 
mencement of  .the  tiext  sf^ion  of  parlinr 
ment,  which,  be^ng  njiore  in  unison  ?wth 
the    former  proceedings  pf  ths^t  house, 
would  be  cpnqeding  less  on  their  p^t  and 
wopld  be  desiring  lesf  on  the  piMrt  of  d»e 
lords.    He  concluded  by  moving  one  of 
liis  axnendyftqta. 


Mr.  BankfB  should  be  always  nady  to 
bring  forward  the  present  measure  when 
he  saw  any  chance  of  succeeding  in  it^ 
but  he  did  ngt  pledge  himself  to  agitate 
it  at  all  time^,  whether  success  was  to  be 
looked  for  or  not.  He  should  prefer  the 
bill  as  it  stood  to  an  address  to  his  majesty, 
as  he  should  conceive  the  concurrent  of 
the  other  house  in  the  present  bill  went  to 
pledge  them  to  the  jprinciple  of  the  metk^ 
sure*  He  was  satisned  with  haying  tihe 
practice  suspended  in  the  mean  time,  and 
hoped  the  period  was  not  far  distant, 
when  )ie  should  be  able  to  do  a  great  deal 
more. 

Mr.  Robmfn  tbovght  the  country  would 
find  themselves  disappointed  in  the  public 
advantages  expected  to  be  derived  from 
the  measure,  which,  would  not  take  off  a 
smgle  burthen. 

Mr.  Ticme^  observed,  that  a  noble  lord 
had  said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  go  like  a  * 
begg^ir^  with,  a  club  and  crutoh  to  the 
houfe  of  lords.  Kow,  it  was  his  wish,  that 
having  before  gone  with  a  club  to  that 
house,  that  noUe  lord,  or  any  other  n»ein- 
her  of  that  house,  should  not  now  be  sent 
up  there  limping  upon  cifutches,  a»d  beg* 
ging  aims  of  them  in  the  name  of  that 
houfe*    It  was  his  wish  that  they  shottld 
continue  to  express  their  senl^io^ents,  not 
Q^ptiously,  or  in  a  vexatious  manner,  but 
boldly,  manfully,  9kBd  con«tiiutionaDy,  at 
they  were  waifranted  ia  Aupporting  the 
consistency  of  that   bouie  ;    that   thej^ 
should  go  band  ia  faaad  with  the  wiehesi 
of  the  country ;    aed  if  this  mode  of 
proceeding  should  be  found  to  fail;  that 
an  humble  Address  shovM  be  pYesented 
to  the  throne,  wbece  they  would  be  eare 
of  obtaining  success  ;  where  00  dwrk  m 
trigue  or  unconstitutionnl  influence  could 
interveoe.     Where   places  wereascfiilt- 
they  ought  to  be  granted  in  possessifi^ 
only,  because  then  the  powesser  aad  bb 
capacity  were  hnctwn  ;  ^ereas,  if  e  uae^- 
ful  place  was  granted  in  revision,  an 
idipt  might  rise  from  his  ciadle  to  iahorii^ 
the  office,  or  the  ph|cas  might  revert,  ae 
was  lately  naentianed  bv  a  worthy  baronei 
(sir  J.  Nejfyport)  fnpm  the  son  to  the  ftlher, 
and  the  reversion  be  delayed  aa  long  tha^ 
the  father  would  be  inci^acluted  by  aga 
to  perfofva  the  duties  of  inc  office.    Gtu- 
tlemen  could  hacdly  mean  to  urge  that 
useful  places  ought  to  beiKpt  ia  reaenr^ 
in  order  that  they  might  be  fiUad  by  foola 
or  dotards^    On  the  otJiMQr  hand,  where 
theplafoe  waa  unn^essavy,  no  patriotic 
latm^  no  torn  in  hia  eanseiw  iaf)^t,  waold 
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advise  thast  the  eeuniry,  in  a  time  of  ex- 
igraQrdmary  pressure,  ou^t  to  be  deorivod 
of  the  opportunity  of  being  reHefea  from 
th»t  preaa^re  by  the  abolition  of  sucb  nse-* 
l^B  places.  In  common  poHcy,  thorefiore, 
Ibe  rerersion  ought  to  be  put  an  end  to 
in  all  caaes.    If  the  prerogative  of  the 
veigning  king  was  even  H>  be  in  some  die- 
gree  prevented  from  anticipating  the  re* 
aources  of  th^  royal  estate,  it  was  to  be 
rocoHected  that  the  legislature  at  all  limes 
o«r^d  a  duty  to  wlioever  might  be  the  sue* 
eessor  to  the  throne^-that  they  should  see 
that  the  estate  was  not  mortgaged,  and  its 
reeources  anticipated.    RaUier  than  that 
any  compromise  should  take  place,  be 
should  wish  for  the  honour  of  that  houae 
that  it  should  stand  upon  their  Journals 
Uiat  they  were  consistent  in  their  recog- 
nition of  this  principle  of  economy.    If 
theiHU  should  afterwards  be  lost  else- 
where,  ^e  public  might  then  bieive  an 
opportunity  of  judging  which  branch' of 
the  legislaiure  was  best  entitled  to  their 
confidence. 

Mr,  Stephem  opposed  the  amendment  of 
the  noble  lord  in  toto.  It  had  by  no 
means  been  yet  proved  that  the  practice 
of  granting  cfiices  in  reversion  was  in- 
jnriouB  to  the  oountry,  and  it  appeared  to 
him  to  be  at  least  a  very  questionable 
a#Brtion  to  contend  that  it  was  so.: — He 
maintained  that  the  language  lately  used 
in  parhament  was  caLcukit^d  to  intimidate 
and  dispirit  the  people  from  bearing  up 
againal  the  storms  with  which  we  were 
now  threatened.  Nay,  it  waa  calculated 
to  exasperate  them  against  ministers  and 
their  acwereign.  These  were  times  of  un- 
oommon  diffic]alty  and  danger,  and  there* 
fore  the  king's  prerogative  ouf^  to  be 
atengthened,  instead  of  being  curtailed  ; 
that  his  majesty  might  meet  the  common 
danger  with  increased  energy.  These 
were  not  times  in  which  to  harass  minis^ 
tera  with  irivolotts  and  nugatory  debates. 

Sir  Frmtcii  Burdett  combated  the  ar- 
gomesrta  of  the  learned  gentleman  (Mr. 
Stephens),  who  having  rebuked  others  for 
the.  temper  shewn  by  them  in  this  debate, 
had  himself  exhibited  more,  of  what  was 
pecnUttrly  denominated  temper,  than  he 
bad  of^ii  witnessed  in  that  house.  In- 
deed, &e  whole  speech  of  the  learned 
^jentleman  seemed  to  have  proceeded  from 
It,  oonaUting  chiefly  of  reflections  cast 
upon  persons  no  lonaer  in  office,  and  its 
whole  scope  ind  tentetcy  teemed  to  have 
that  in  view,  rather  than  the  questmn,  or 
any  of  dioM  InqiortaDt  canaiderattons  na* 


turally  suggested  by  ft.    To  this  wemi  be 
attributed  the  palpable  defectiveness  of 
the  learned  gentleman's  reasoning ;  which 
appeared  to  him  no  less  erroneous  with 
respect  to  principles  of  politics  than  of 
law.     The  learned  gent,  had  adduced  th6 
situation  of  Europe,  and  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  times  as  arranents  in  ftkvour 
of  prerogative ;   even  u  this  granting  of 
reverHions  was  an  abuse,  these  were  not 
times  in  which  it  ought  lo  be  restrained. — 
Was  it  possible  we  could  cast  oar  eyes 
over  the  map  of  Euiiope,  or  the  page  of  its 
history  for  the  last  fifteen  yeai^>  and  still 
be  advocating  despotism,  and  putting  our 
trust  in  standing    armies  ?      Should  we 
never  learn  that  an  armed  people,  proud 
of,  and  devoted  to  liberty,  was  the  only 
method  of  making  a  country  unconqiiera* 
ble,  and  a  government  secure  ?     What ! 
was  it  any  want  of  prerogative  that  made 
Austria,  Prussia,  Russia,  and  all  the  des- 
pots of  Europe  fall  at  the  feet  of  France  > 
Of  was  it  the  want  of  their  subjects  heart) 
that  depvived  them  of  energy  and  sup« 
port;  that  lef^  them  in  the  hour  of  gan- 
ger abandoned  and  forlorn  ?     This  should 
teach  princes  and  states,  that  those  who 
had  been  accustomed  to  '  crook  the  preg* 
'  nant  hinges  of  the  knee'  beibre  one  mas- 
ter, could   as  easily  perform   the  same 
baseness  before  another;  which  conside* 
ration  might  pat  them  out  of  love  with 
flattery  and  fawning ;   and  teach  them, 
that  despotism  was  not  less  impotent  than, 
cruel,  not  less  ^  marked  bv  infamy  than 
€»lly;    iw>r  more  to  be  iiated  tlian  de-» 
spised. — He  had  learnt,  not  only  from^ 
those  great  writers  whose  theory,  as  the 
learned  gent  said,  unfortunately  diflered' 
from  the  practice  of  the  constitution — he 
had  learnt  not  only  from  them,  but  also' 
from  high  prerogative  lawyers,  amongst 
others  from  sir  H.  Finch*,  the  high  pre- 
rogative lawyer,  in  the  high  prerogative 
times    of   that    high    prerosatrve    king, 
Charles  the  first,  who  lost  bis  head  for 
his  prerogative,  which  he  owed  net  a  lit- 
tle to  his  high  prerogative  lawyers,  that' 
though  the  prerogative  extended,  as  they* 
said,  to  every  thing,  yet  it  could  not  ex-' 
tend  to  abuse,  because,  being  in  its  nature 
for  the  benefit,  it  cot^ld  not  be  exerted  to 
the  injury  of  the  public.    Why,  then,  tlic 
question  was,  were    those    reversionary* 
places  for  the  benefit  or  injury  of  the  pub- 
lic ?  But,  t^ey  were  pointed  .out  as  a  grier* 


*  See  Cobbett's  Parliamentary  History 
of  England,  vol*  it.  p.  35. 
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OU8  injury  and  abuse  by  the  committee  of 
this  house.    This  house  had  adopted  that 
principle,  framed  a  bill  acknowledging  it, 
and  abolishing  it,  but  we  were  now  to  be 
told  it  was  unpalatable  to  the  lords,  that 
we  must  yield  it  to  their  prejudices :  but  it 
concerned  too  deeply  the  honour  and  cha- 
racter of  the  commons,  which  he  would 
not  consent  to  yield  to  the  prejudice  or 
the  pride  or  the  corruption  of  the  lords, 
against  which  he  would  oppose  the  privi- 
leges of  the  commons.    Nor,  would  he 
consent,  that  the  commons,  in  a  measure, 
no  matter  how  small,  of  economy,  of  sav- 
ins the  people's  pockets,  of  controlling 
public  ejq>enditure,  should  bate  an  inch  of 
privilege,  much  less  sacrifice  the  princi- 
ple, which,  in  fact,  was  the  whole  of  this 
bill.    The  hon.  gent  who  brought  for- 
ward this  bill,  now  proposed  to  be  ren- 
dered totally  worthless,  by  a  compromise 
with  ministers,  (and  for  whom  he  certain- 
ly entertained  a  better  opinion  than  he  had 
been  pleased  to  profess^  he  entertained  for 
him)  recalled  to  his  mind,  upon  this  oc* 
casion.  Bottom  the  weavar,  who  playing 
the  part  of  Lion  in  pageantry  betbre  the 
court,  and  being  excessively  apprehensive 
lest  he  should  cause  any  alarm,  when  he 
makes  his  appearance  in  his  lion's  hide, 
pops  his  head  through  a  hole  in  the  neck, 
and  says,  '  don't  be  alarmed,  for  I  who 
'  act  Lion  am  not  Lion,  but  Bottom  the 
*  weaver,  don't  be  frightened,  and  if  you 
«  were  frighted,  'twere  pity  o'my  life,  I'll 
'  roar  ye  as  gently  as  any  sacking  lamb.' — 
The  learned  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down, 
had  expressed  his  disbelief  of  the  existence 
of  any  unconstitutional   influence  exer- 
cised by  irresponsible  persons,  and  con- 
troling  the  responsible   ministers.      This 
influence,  however,  was  felt  early  in  the 
present  reign,  denounced  first  by  my  lord 
Chatham,  and  he  believed  the  public  was 
well  convinced  it  did  exist — a  mysterious 
and  malispiant  power  whose  hand,  felt,  not 
seen,  had  stabbed  the  constitution  to  the 
heart. — ^But  of  all  the  many  curious  cir- 
cumstances which  had  attended  the  pro- 
gress of  this  bill,  nothing  appeared  to  nim 
snore  curious  than  the  conduct  of  minis- 
ters about  it :  they  were  not  for  it,  and 
they  were  not  affainst  it:  to  the  court 
they  apologized  for  themselves,  saying — 
'  We  are  not  against  it,  because  it  will  do 
♦  you  no  harm :'  to  the  people, '  We  are 
'  not  strongly  for  it;  because  it  will  do  you 
'  no  good ;  we  do  not  wish  to  delude  you, 
'  the  measure  is  trifling,  (nugatory,  said  the 
'  secretary  at  war,)  it  would  be  deceiving 


'  and  raising  the  expectation  of  Uie  people^ 
'  only  to  disappoint  it ;  it  would  afford  them 
'  no  relief'     Now,  he  perfectly  agreed  a» 
to  the   inadeauacy  of  the  measure — ^the 
smallness  of  tne  boon ;  but,  it  was  a  com- 
mencement of  reform,   it  acknowledged 
the  principle — ^the  necessity ;  and  there- 
fore, he  should  vote  for  it.      He  would 
also  observe,  that  it  was  the  last  drop 
that  made    the  cup  to  overflow;    that 
the  people  were  full  of  grievances  and 
sufferings,  tossing  and   tumbling  on  the 
bed  of  sickness;    that   they  at  present? 
turned  their  anxious  eyes  towards  that 
house  for  relief— that  they  should  beware 
how  they  disappointed  them,  and  turn- 
ed  their  eyes  elsewhere  in  de^air. — 
But,   it  seemed,  that   ministers  objected 
to  a  measure  so  inadequate,  so  paltry,  not 
worth  the  people's    acceptance.      They 
had  better  stomachs  for  reform — wanted 
something  more  substantial.     He  suppo- 
sed  they  wished  for  some  independent 
country' member  to  get  up  and  propose 
that  the  ancient  undoubted  right  of  the 
people  to  annual  parliaments,  chosen  by 
themselves,  should  be  restored — or  that 
no  person  bribed,  or  who  should  be  brib- 
ed by  a  plape  or  pension  should  have  a 
seat  in   the  commons  bouse  — that  the 
good  old  laws  of  the  land.  Magna  Charta, 
Bill  of  Rights,  and  Act  of  SeUleme^^ 
should  be  restored,  by  repealing  all  those 
unconstitutional  acts  which  had   nearly 
annihilated  them ;  or  some  other  propo- 
sition worthy  to  be  entertained  by  an 
English  house  of  commons. — He  could 
not  sit  down  without  expressing  his  as- 
tonishment at  the  quarter  from  whence 
the  opposition  to  this  very  moderate  mea- 
sure came, — from  those  who,  for  doing 
nothing,  had  received  and  were  receiving 
large  sums  of  public  money,  who  ought 
to  have  been  the  very  last  to  oppose  it,  or 
rather,  who  ought  to  have  been  amongst 
its  most  chearfiil  patrons  and  promoters — 
even  though  actuated  by  no  other  motive 
than  that  which  guided  every  prudent 
tradesman,  and  make  him  consider  pre- 
sent security,  as  well  as  future  gain.     He 
would,  and  with  no  unfriendly  voice,  call 
upon  those  persons  to  consider,  whether, 
by  their  opposition  to  this  bill  of  Re- 
version, they  might  not  produce  bills  of 
Resumption ;   whether  they  might  not, 
by  opposing  this  small  commencement  of 
reform,  cause  themselves  speedily  to  hear 
sounds  the   most  unpleasant^  he  should 
suppose,  to  their  ears — ^for  he  would  have 
them  recollect,  that  it  was  set  the  fint 
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lime  in  the  history  of  this  country'  that 
the  necessity  of  the  times,  and  the  mdig- 
nation  of  the  public,  had  echoed  through 
the  land,  resume  and  refund.  ^ 

Mr.  Wmdkam  did  not  think  that  the 
measure  of  abolishing  Reyersions  would  he 
80  productive  of  advantage  to  the  people 
as  some  of  its  warmest  advocates  seemed 
to  suppose.  The  assertion  of  the  hon. 
baronet,  that  it  would  be  the  commence^ 
nent  of  reform,  was  to  him  no  recom- 
mendation of  it,  knowing,  as  he  did,  the 
dreadful  dangers  which  might  ensue  from 
misguided  attempts  at  reformation,  of 
which  we  had  had  sufficient  examples  in 
a  neighbouring  country.  As  to  the  cor- 
ruption that  was  so  generally  asserted  to 
exist  among  the  higher  orders,  he  con- 
tended that  that  corruption  existed  in  an 
equal  degree  to  the  lower,  and  that  the 
tree  strudc  its  roots  as  deep  mto  the  earth 
as  it  elevated  its  branches  into  the  air. 

Mr.  I^eridan  should  not  have  been  pro- 
voked to  -say  a  word  at  so  late  an  hour,  by 
any  thing  but  the  extraordinary  position 
which  he  had  just  heard  from  his  right 
hon.  friend.  What!  all 'corruption  in  the 
state  was  to  be  found  only  ab  the  root ! 
The  people  were  the  root,  and  from  the 
people,  then,  sprung  up  all  corruption ! 
He  must  bee  his  right  hon.  friend  to  re- 
collect that  he  had  successively  represent- 
ed such  a  variety  of  places ;  whether  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  the  city  of  Noi*wich, 
St.  Mawe's,  or  Higham  Ferrers,  that  even 
a  memory  like  his,  and  such  a  known  ac- 
quaintance with  the  constitution  of  parlia- 
ment, could  not  well  enable  him  to  say  of 
what  place  he  was  really  the  representa- 
tive. His  right  hon.  friend  had  chiefly 
insisted,  that  the  root  of  corruption  was  to 
be  traced  only  to  the  people.  He  would 
contend  the  very  contrary.  It  was  go- 
vernment that  was  the  seducer ;  the 
f>eople  the  seduced.  The  present  ques- 
tion would  put  it  to  the  test ;  and  if  his 
right  hon.  friend's  principles  were  to  be 
adhered  to,  it  woula  only  prove,  that  the 
drippings  of  the  top  of  the  tree  were  often 
tiie^.  reu  cause  of  the  blighting  of  the 
branches,  and  the  corruption  of  the  root» 
Where  root,  branches,  &c.  all  were  under- 
mined, could  any  fair  fruit  be  afiter  ex- 
pected to  blossom  from  such  a  ground  ? 

The  question  being  loudly  called  for, 
the  house  divided* — ^For  lord  Porchester's 
Amendment,  OO;  Against  it,  112.  Majo- 
rity in  -favour  of  ^e  Reversion  Bill  as 

brouffht  in  by  Mr.  Bankes,  52 ^The  Bill 

was  wen  f  apcdj  and  ordered  to  the  lords. 


uovsB  OF  Loans. 
Tuesday,  April  12. 


[Indictment  Bill.]  Earl  Stanhope  called 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  this  bill, 
which  he  said  purported  to  be  a  bill  to 
amend  the  law,  but  which,  in  his  opinion, 
tended  to  make  it  worse.  He  thought 
that  part  of  the  bill  in  particular  which  re- 
lated to  proceedings  on  information  highly 
objectionable.  He  did  not  mean  to  debate 
the  bill  now ;  his  oSject  was,  that  a  day 
should  be  fixed  for  the  second  reading, 
and  that  it  should  be  fully  discussed.  He 
therefore  moved  ;  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
2nd  time  on  the  16th  of  May,  and  that 
the  lords  be  summoned. 

Lord  ifo^^on^  thanked  his  noble  friend 
for  bringing  this  subject  forward ;  and 
although  the  part  of  the  bill  alluded  to  by 
his  noble  friend  might  not  be  exactly  that 
on  which  he  should  found  his  objections, 
he  yet  must  say,  without  now  entering 
into  the  subject,  that  this  bill  was  a  great 
innovation  upon  the  constitution ;  and  he 
trusted  when  Uie  day  of  discussion  arrived* 
that  those  who  supported  the  bill  would 
be  prepared  to  state  to  the  house  the  rea- 
sons on  which  it  was  founded. — ^The  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  2nd  time  on  the 
16th  of  May,  and  die  lords  to  be  sum- 
moned. 

[Roman  Gatholic  Petition.I  The  duke 
of  Cumberkmd  acquainted  the  house,  that 
he  held  in  his  hands  a  Petition  fbom  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  corporation  of 
the  city  of  Dublin,  praying  that  hoiise  not 
to  acquiesce  in  the  prayer  of  the  Petition 
presented  by  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land. His  roval  highness  stated,  diat  he 
had  bad  this  f^etition  for  some  time  in  his 
possession,  and  was  then  induced  to  pre- 
sent it,  in  consequence  of  the  notice  of  an 
intended  motion  given  on  this  subject  last 
night. 

Lord  Auckland  declared,  that  had  he 
been  in  the  house  at  the  time  when  the 
Catholic  Petition  was  presented,  he  should 
have  taken  the  opportunity  of  expressing 
the  strong  and  sincere  regret  he  felt  at 
pressing  such  a  subject  again  into  public 
discussion.  After  its  recent  discussion, 
a  discussion  the  most  serious  ai|d  conclu- 
sive that  ever  took  place  in  the  history  of 
pai'liament,  it  was  the  declared  s^nse  of 
their  lordships,  by  a  great  majority,  not  to 
acquiesce  in  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners; 
he  could  not  but  regret,  th^t  the  fame  sub- 
ject was  again  so  precipitately  pressed 
before  the  attention  of  parlisuneut 
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Lord  Hollmtd  never  coald  accede  to 
the  validity  of  such  a  position,  that  be- 
cause, in  tbrmer  sessions  of  parliament, 
tSiat  house  had  come  to  a  decision  advefse 
to  the  views  of  a  certain  description  of  the 
ktng^s  subjects,  therefore,  that  it  operated 
as  a  bar  to  their  future' hopes  and  petitions. 
But  what  were  the  circumstances  which 
particularly  marked  this  case?  It  was 
true,  that  the  house  did  not  accede  to  the 
prayer  of  the  former  Petition,  neither  did 
it  reject  it  altogether ;  the  motion  was  set 
aside  by  the  carrying  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion ;  and  it  must  be  in  the  recollection 
of  his  noble  friend,  and  of  the  other  noble 
lords  who  heard  bim,  that  many  of  those 
who  then  voted  for  the  previous  question^ 
expressed  themselves  alone  hostile  to  the 
time  in  which  that  Petition  was  presented. 
It  sorely  might  be  presumed^  that  those 
objections  were  removed,  and  that  cir- 
cumstances Jiad  since  occurred  to  render 
it  advitoble  for  that  body  of  p^ple  to 
sdtHnit  their  case  t»  the  legislat\ire. 

Lord  Hawkeabury  intimated  to  his  noble 
friend',  that  he  was  under  an  error  in  suppos- 
ing that  the  motion  fenfided  oa  the  iormer 
Petition  of  the  Irish  CalhoUcs  was  oven- 
roled  by  the  adoption  of  the  previofis 
cpiesticHK  The  fact  he  beliefod  to  be, 
that  the  motion  Ibr*  sending  tha#  l^etition 
to  a  committee  was  rejected  by  a  very 
considerable  majority  of  their  loi^dships. — 
'She  Petition  was  then  read,  and  ordered 
tolieon  the  table. 

[Offices  in  Rbttbrsion  Bul.]  On  the 
noldon  for  the  first  reading  of  this  bill, 
The  Earl  of  Maara  said  he  could  not  suf- 
fer it  to  pas0  its.  first  stage  without  making 
some  observations  upon  its  general  merits. 
Hiffhiy  as  he  respected  publie  opinion, 
ana  desirou*  as  he  was  of  always  exhi- 
biting a  willingness  to  accede  to  its  judg- 
ment, he  still  did  not  see  any  ground  to 
change  the  opinion  he  had  on  a  former 
occasion  given  upon  this  subject.  It  had 
been  totally  misunderstood  by  the  public^ 
and  he  wa&  one  of  those  who  could  see  no 
danger  from  givine  to  the  executive  go- 
i^ernment  that  lau&ble  mfiuence,  which 
in  the^  end  provided  for  the  cwicems  -of 
the  public.  Ne  was  ready  to  admit,  that 
when  the  ri^ht  of  granting  reversions  was 
vested  in  me  crown,  i^  was  an  abuse, 
but  flill  ii  was  to  be  recollected,  that 
the  practice  had  existed  fol*  SCO  years, 
and  had:  the  sanction  of  ancient  usage. 
IfV  md^Bed^  any  corrupt  grant  of  this  na^ 
ture  had  b«e»  inade>  or  if  there  were 
others  wiMt  stoedin-  the  way  of  a  salu- 


tary and  whelesome  regnhttlbn^  the  exist- 
ence  of  such  jcircunutances  constitiited 
a  just  ground  for  their  particular  modifica- 
tion. The  whole  tenor  of  his  majesty's 
re^n  proved,  that  in  his  beneficent  mind 
there  predominated  no  feeling  for  a  rigo- 
rous exercise  of  the  precogatiw,  where 
that  exercise  trenchsd  upon  the  true  inte- 
rests of  his  people.  At  present,  he  had 
no  motion  to  submit  on  this  subject,  but 
more  strongly  to  impress  the  opinion  he 
before  stated,  with  respect  t4  their  lord- 
ships seeking  a  conference  with  the  house 
of  commons,  to  ascertain  their  views  upon 
that  nieasttre,  and  particularly  because,  in 
one  part  of  this  bill,  there  was  a  reference 
to  further  objects  of  Teferm  and  retrench- 
ment. 

Eari  GrooMRongaid^  in  the  second  stage 
of  this  bill  he  should  cenainly  feel  it  his 
doty  to  advert  to  the  observations  of  the 
^oble  eari.  He  then  <Hily  wished  to  know, 
when  it  was  intendied  to  read  this  bill  a 
2nd  time  ? 

Lord  Haufkidmy  proMsed  the  9th  of 
May,'which  yras  adopted. 


MSU8E  OF  COtMMONS. 

Tuesdtn/,  JpriC  IS. 

[RfoMAN     CAtHOtIC      PE?riTtON.]        Mf. 

Gnutan  observed|4hat  he  held  in  his  hand 
a  Petition  fvdm  a  numerous  body  of  men, 
s^irig^themrselved  Rbman  Catholics,  and* 
praying  relief  fWhi  that  house,  In  the  hope 
that  they  nright  be-  admitted  to  the  fran- 
chises of  the  constitution.     He  should  not 
for  the  present  enter  intotbe  nmtCer  of  the 
petitioners^  case,  but  content  himseH' with 
moving  that    the   P^ition   be  received, 
and  lie  upon  the  table.     On  the  l^th  of 
May,  however,  he  should  submit  a  pro- 
position to   the  house  upon  the  subject. 
.He  fixed  upon  that  day  as  the  most  con- 
venient to  several  gentlemen  who  took  a 
warm   interest  in  the    Petition,  and  he 
trusted  it  would  prove  equally  convenient 
to  ^the  gentlemen  opposite.     He  had  only 
to  add,  that  this  Petition  was  signed  by 
a  great  proportion  of  the  most  respect- 
able members  of  the  Catholic  body,  many 
of  whom    had   actually  subscribed    the 
Petition,  whilst  others,  whose  names  ap- 
peared to  it,  had  their  signatures  affixed 
by  authority  given  to  the  persons  who  sub- 
scribed for  them.    The  Pet?rtinn,  however, 
he  should  present  as  that  uf  the  persons 
only  who  had   actually  subscribed  their 
own  signatures  to  it.    He  moved  therefore, 
that  the  Petition  be  received. 
The  Chanoclhr  qf  tht  Eaa^iepiar  desired 
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to  know  what  was  the  proportion  the  real 
signatures  bore  to  those  which  were  affixed 
by  the  authority  alluded  to  by  the  right 
hon.  gent. 

Mr.  Grattan  replied^  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  state  the  proportion,  but  that 
the  number  of  signatures  adixed  by  order 
of  the  parties,  amounted  to  several  thou- 
sands. 

The  Shaker  suggested  that  it  would  be 
extremely  desirable,  if  the  right  hon.  gent, 
could  point  out  any  distinctive  mark  by 
which  those  which  purported  to  be  the 
signatures  of  the  parties  could  be  known 
and  distinguished  from  the  real  signa- 
tures. 

Mr.  GraUan  replied,  that  all  signatures 
by  the  authority  of  the  parties,  were  writ- 
ten in  the  same  hand,  whereas  the  bona 
fide,  signatures  were  written  in  the  various 
h%xids  of  the  subscribing  persons.  He  could 
prove  the  signatures  of  some  of  them  him- 
self, and  these  were  men  of  the  highest  re- 
spectability, some  of  them,  for  instance 
lord  Fingal,  being  at  present  in  London. 
He;  had  stated  in  candour  the  nature  of 
some  of  the  signatures,  and  with  a  view  to 
guard  against  any  imputation  that  he  had 
presented  a  Petition  purporting  to  express 
the  sentiments  of  persons  who  had  never 
subscribed  it.  Every  person  whose  name 
appeared  to  the  Petition,  was  ready  to 
come  forward  and  subscribe  it,  but  he  had 
thought  it  better  to  present  the  Petition  in 
its  present  form  than  to  send  it  back  to 
Ireland  anJ  risk  the  consequences  of  the 
various  meetings  that  must  necessarily  be 
called  in  order  to  obtain  signatures. 

Mr.  H.Parnell  staiUd,  that  it  was  noto- 
rious that  the  Petition  had  been  actually 
subscribed  by  several  of  the  most  eminent 
and  respectable  members  of  the  Catholic 
body,  and  as  such  ought  to  be  received. 

The  Chancellor'  qf  the  Exchequet  felt  no 
objection  to  receiving  the  Petition,  if  that 
could  be  done  without  departing  from  the 
constant  practice  of  parliament,  ifrom 
the  bulk  of  the  petition,  it  appeared  ihat 
there  was  a  great  mass  of  names  annexed 
to  it,  and  amongst  the  number,  there  mqsl 
be  many  who  had  actually  signed  it,  and 
whose  n^mes  might  be  retained.  But,  if 
the  signatures  which  had  not  really  been 
written  by  the  parties  could  not  be  de- 
tached, he  should  be  rathet  inclined  to 
receive  the  Petition  even  as  it  was.  If 
any  doubt  existed  as  to  the  practice  of 
the  house,  he  should  certainly  prefer  re- 
ceiving the  Petition,  ^t  the  same  time  pro- 
testing against  this  c»se .  being  drawn  into 
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'  a  precedent,'  rather  than  send  the  Petition 
back  to  Ireland  for  signatures.  But,  if  it 
should  appear  to  be  clearly  contrary  to 
the  practice  of  parliament,  to  receive  a 
petition  under  such'  circumstances,  he  did 
not  think  that  the  house  should  depart, 
from  its  regular  practice.  Upon  this  point 
he  appealed  to  the  Chair,  at  the  same  time 
expressing  a  wish,  that  some  mode  might 
be  devised  of  separating  the  actual  from 
the  virtual  signatures,  in  order  that  the 
petition  might  be  received  consistently 
with  the  forms  of  the  house. 

The  Speaker  having  been  appealed  to, 
stated,  that  it  was  quite  clear,  that  if  a 
petition  was  oiiered  to  that  house  with 
signatures,  avowed  not  to  be  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  parties  whose  names  they 
purported  to  be,  it  was  not  receivable. 
The  simple  remedy  for  this  was,  if  these 
signatures  could  be  detached  from  the*, 
petition,  to  present  it  with  such  only  as 
had  been  actually  subscribed  by  the  par-, 
ties,  in  which  case  the  Petition  would, 
be  received.  That  house  knew  of  no  pe- 
titioners ;  it  considered  only  the  matters 
substantially  contained  in  the  petition.'. 
There  were  two  ways,  by  either  of  which 
the  present  difficulty  might  be  got  over. 
The  signatures  whicn  were  not  real  might 
be  erased,  and  the  petition  presented  with 
the  original  signatures ;  but  that  was  ha- 
zardous both  to  the  parties  and  the.  hon. 
member  who  should  undertake  to  cancel  ' 
any  names  appearing  to  the  petition.  .  The 
other  course  was,  to  detach  the  signatures 
that  were  not  original  from  the  petition, 
and  as  far  as  that  could  be  done,  to  pre- 
sent it  with  such  of  the  original  signatures 
as  were  annexed  to  the  petition. 

Mr.  Tiemey  acquiesced  in  the  rule  laid 
down  by  the  Chair  in  all  ordinary  cases, 
but  asserted  that  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  present  case  were  such  as 
to  except  it  from  the  application  of  the  or- 
dinary rule.  There  was  no  man  from 
Ireland  who  did  not  know  that  two  or 
three  millions,  of  signatures  could  be  ob- 
tained for  the  petition.  The  petition  might 
be  received  as  the  petition  of  those  only 
who  had  actually  subscribed  it.  If  the  pe-> 
tition  had  come  from  persons  partially  in- 
terested, there  might  be  some  reason  for 
inquiring  into  thei  signatures,  but  as  this 
petition  expressed  the  sentiments  of  so 
large  a  portion  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
no  form  ought  to  be  allowed  to  keep  it 
out  of  tliat  hpuse..  He  thought,  there- 
fore, that  it  ought  to  be  received  upon  th^ 
assurance  of  his  right  hon.  friend^  that  he 
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believed  the  signatures  to  be  those  of  the 
parties,  or  annexed  by  the  authority  of  the 
parties. 

Mr.   M.   Fitt&srald  (knight  of  Kerry) 
felt  much  difficulty  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion, bowing,  as  he  did,  to  the  authori- 
ty of  the  Chair.     He  was  convinced  that 
more    inconvenience  would   result  from 
sending  the  petition  back  to  be  regular- 
ly signed,  than  from  receiving  the  pe- 
tition in  its  present  form.     Having  taken 
some  pains  to  ascertain  the  real  state  of 
the  case  respecting  the  signatures  to  this 
petition,  he  could  assure  the  house  that  they 
were  17,000  in  number,  and  that  several 
thousands  of  these  were  original   signa- 
tures.   Many  of  the  other  signatures  had 
been  added  on  the  authority  of  petitions 
upon  the  same  subject  from  difiierent  coun- 
ties in  Ireland,  which  were  actually  sub- 
scribed by  the  persons  whose  names  t^ 
peared  to  them.    When  the  petition  was 
subscribed  by  several  thousands  of  origi- 
nal sim[iatures,  it  became  a  serious  ques- 
tion, it  the  object  of  it  was  to  be  defeated 
by  an  error  in  point  of  form.     K  sent  back, 
it  would   be   easy  to  obtain  millions  of 
subscribers,  but  he  begged  the  house  to 
consider  what  might  be  the  effect  of  refer- 
ring this  petition  back  to  these  millions. 
He  put  it  to  his  majesty's  ministers  whe- 
Uier  they  would  risk,  by  rendering  such  a 
course  necessary,  the  disturbance  of  that 
Barmony,  which  they  were  all  so  anxious 
to  preserve.     The   signatures  had  been 
procured  from  all  parts  of  Ireland,  and  in- 
cluded the  most  respectable  amongst  the 
Eoman  Catholics,  because  it  had  been  ob- 
jected against  former  petitions  that  they 
did  not  express  the  sentiments  of  the  whole 
body.    But  if  the  house  should  send  it 
back,  he  was  sure  that   the  signatures 
would  be  procured,  in  a  tempei'ate  man- 
Her.    There  would  be  other  petitions  pre- 
sented from  different  parts  or  the  country, 
and,  as  he  understood,  one  from  a  Northern 
county,  with  upwards  of  30,000  signatures. 
Sir  Robert  Peck  adverted  shortly  to  the 
Manchester  Petition  for  Peace,  which  was 
said  to  bate  contained  47,000  signatures, 
and  stated,  that  he  had  since  been  inform- 
ed that  there  had  been  no  more  than  1600 
original  signatures  to  that  petition,  and 
that  many  of  the  names  annexed  to  it  were 
those  of  men  long  dead.     He  was  glad  the 
law  of  parliament  had  been  now  laid  down, 
because,  though  it  wa?  the  first  right  of 
the  subject  to  bring  his  complaint  before 
that   house,   much  inconvenience  would 
arise  if  the  practice  of  annexing  the  names 
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of  dead  persons  to  petitions  w€r«  to  be 
countenanced. 

Sir  J.  Netvpart  deprecated  every  appli- 
cation of  the  case  stated  by  the  hon.  biirt* 
to  the  present  case.  Persons  might  differ 
on  the  question  respecting  war  or  peace, 
but  no  man  could  doubt  that  the  whole 
Catholic  population  of  Ireland  were  dcM- 
rous  of  being  admitted  to  the  franchises 
of  the  constitution.  If  ever  the  rule  of  the 
house  was  to  be  departed  from,  it  was  in 
the  present  instance. 

Mr.  Gtattm  lamented  the  awkward  situ- 
ation in  which  the  petitioners  would  bo 
placed  if  this  petition  should  be  rejected. 
It  would  be  an  inhospitable  reception  that 
would  be  given  to  the  claims  ot  the  peti- 
tioners.    If  the  rule  laid  down  was  to  be 
strictly  observed,  it  would  be  peculiarly 
severe  with  respect  to  petitions  from  Ire- 
land.    No  member  who  miffht  present 
one  from  that  country,  particularly  if  of  a 
popular  nature,  could  possibly  prove  that 
all  the  signatures  were  real.    Under  these 
circumstances,  the  people  of  Ireland  could 
have  no  communication  with  that  house* 
He  had  presented  petitions  from  several 
cities  in  Ireland,  the  signatures  to  which 
he  could  not  have  verified.     He  left  it  to 
the  good  sense  of  thc' house,  whether  they 
ought  to  be  too  critical  in  judging  of  pe- 
titions, when  they  conscientiously  knew 
that  the  petitions  contained  the  sentiments 
of  those  whose  signatures  were  annexed. 
He  protested  against  the  application  of  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  baronet  (sir  R.  Pcele) 
to  this  case,  because  he  was  perfectly  con- 
vinced, that  the  petition  expressed  the  real 
sentiments  of  all  whose  names  were  sub- 
scribed to  it.  If  they  sent  that  back  which 
other  great  bodies  received,  would  not  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  be  discouraged  from 
any  communication  with  the  lower  house 
of  parliament  ?    He  remembered  having 
presented  a  petition  at  one  time  to  the 
Irish  parliament,  which  had  40  or  50,000 
signatures,  of  which  only  7000  were  ori- 
ginal, yet  that  produced  no  didiculty.    He 
knew  it  was  discretionary  in  the  house  to 
receive  the  petition  in  its  present  sfaape> 
and  he  must  put  it  therefore  to  their  dis- 
cretion    If  the  petition  was  to  be  sent 
back,  and  meetings  should  be  called  for  ob- 
taining signatures,  it  was  not  his  fault.    He 
would  not  imdertake  the  responsibility  of  it. 
He  could  authenticate  many  of  the  signa- 
tures himself,  as  others  could  many  more> 
and  he  therefore  again  put  it  to  the  good 
sense  and  discretion  of  the  house,  to  re- 
ceive the  petition. 
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Mr.  WiUmforce  observed,  that  there  was 
not  in  an^  quarter  a  disposition  to  object 
te  receiving  the  petition,  but  contended, 
that  the  usual  practice  of  the  bouse  with 
respect  to  petitions,  sigtied  by  ipanj 
aames,  was  of  ^ost  substantial  importance 
and  real  utility,  and  ought  not  to  be 
departed  from;  for  much  inconvenience 
might  arise  from  a  precedent  so  establised, 
however  strong  the  inducement  might  be. 
Mr.  Tiemcy  explained,  and  desired  to 
know,,  whether  if  the  question  should  come 
to  a  vote  and  he  should  vote  for  receiving 
the  petition,  it  would  be  any  disrespect  to 
the  chair,  after  the  statement  of  the  prac- 
tice of  the  house  which  had  been  so .  dis- 
tinctly given  from  the  Chair  ? 

The  Speoker  re-stated  what  he  had  an- 
itecedently  communicated  to  the  house ; 
and  observed  that  it  coul^  be  no  disrespect 
to  him,  for  any  h(m.  member  who  thought 
4>therwise,  to  vote  according  to  his  iodivi- 
-dual  impression.  He  had  when  called 
itpon,  as  it  was  his  duty,  stated  .the  prac- 
tice of  the  house  to  the  best  of  his  judg- 
meat ;  and  it  would  be  for  the  house  to 
decide,  whether  it  wouVd  adhere  to  its 
regular  practice,  or  depart  from  it  in  this 
instanee. 

The  ChanceUoT  nf  the  Exchequer  did  not 
-wish  to  reject  tiie  Petition ;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  was  desirous  that  it  should  be 
avitkdrawQ,  in  order  to  its  being  presented 
in  a  more  regular  form.  It  would  be  a 
paiofrirdiity,  but  if  pressed  in  the  present 
iSorm,  he  must  vote  for  its  rejection.  He 
was  anxious  that  the  Petition  should  be 
Deceived,  and  as  numbers  could  not  add 
weight  to  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
the  right  hon.  gent,  by  withdrawing  the 
Petition,  and  presenting  it  to-morrow  with 
any  number  of  .original  signatures,  would 
attain  the  end  he  desired.  As  Peiitions 
were  to  be  presented  from  the  different 
counties  of  Ireland,  the  house  would  have 
the  names  authenticated  annexed  to  these 
particular  petitions.  He  had  been  in- 
formed of  the  circumstance  respecting  the 
Manchester  Petition.  One  of  the  mem- 
bers for  Cork  had  also  presented  a  Peti- 
tion, purporting  to  be  from  the  merchants 
of  that  city,  and  in  a  few  days  after  had 
informed  him,  that  by  letters  received  fropi 
that  city,  it  appeared,  that  the  great  body 
of  the  merchants  knew  nothing  4>f  the 
matter  till  they  saw  it  stated  in  me  news- 
papers. He  mentioned  these  cases,  to 
show  iiow  loose  the  practice  was  becoming 
with  vespoct'to  p^^itions,  and  how  necessary 
at  was  to  adhere  to  the  regular  practice. 


Sir  /.  Neufort  observed,  that  the  case  of. 
the  petition  from  the  ;tnerchantsof  Cork  did 
not  at  all  bear  upon  the  present  petition. 

Mr.  fVindiuim  did  not  by  any  roeai^ 
wish  that  the  house  should  depart  from 
any  rule  laid  down  to  regulate  its  proceed- 
ings ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  thought,  in 
perfect  consistence  with  the  rule  on  this 
occasion^  the  petition  should  be  allowed 
to  remain  upon  the  table.  He  could  not 
see  why  the  fictitious  signatures,  if  any 
such  there  were,  were  to  invalidate  tlie 
real  ones.  They  might  let  them  lie  dead, 
and  count  them  for  nothing ;  and,  surely,  if 
fifty  or  sixty  weilrascertained  signatures 
could  be  made  out,  it  would  have  the  sanie 
eftect  as  4ifty  or  sixty  thousand,  since  the 
importance  of  the  petition*  was  not  at- 
tempted to  be  denied.  He  admitted,  that 
if  the  signatures  confessed  to  be  real  could 
be  detached,  it  would  be  well ;  but,  un- 
fortunately^  they  were  so  blended  with 
those  called  fictitious,  that  an  attempt  at 
discrimination  would  be  utterly  impossi- 
ble. He  hoped  the  house  would  not  push 
the  rule  to  its  extent  on  this  occasion,  as 
it  might  lead  to  a  manifest  inconvenience  ; 
viz.  that  in  case  any  future  petition  were 
to  be  presented,  names  might  be  fraudu- 
lently and  clandestinely  fabricated  in  the 
same  hand,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
the  rejection  of  the  petition.  He  thought 
the  petition  should^  at  all  events,  be  suf- 
f<^red  to  lie  on  the  table,  with  the  names 
separate,  if  possible ;  but  still,  if  that 
could  not  be  effected,  he  thought  it  did 
not  signify,  as  the  suspected  n^mes  might 
be  allowed  to  gt>  for  nothing. 

Mr.  Y^qrke  felt  great  anxiety  on  the  sub- 
ject of  this  petition.  The  petition  did  not 
derive  weight  from  the  numbers  sub- 
scribed, but  from  its  matter.  But,  if  the 
signatures  were  so  intermixed  as  not  to  be 
separated,  he  thought  that  it  should  be  re- 
ceived in  its  present  state^  making  a  spe- 
cial entry  upon  the  jouJrnals,  that  it  should 
not  be  dtawn  into  a  precedent. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  was  desirous  that 
some  way  might  be  found  out  for  avoiding 
the  present  difficulty,  but  did  not  think 
that  any  thing  with  respect  to  these  forms 
shovikl  DC  granted  as  a  present  indulgence, 
which  might  be  a  future  embarrassment. 
He  thougl^  it  impossible  bat  that  in  such 
a  mass  of  names  the  right  hon.*  gentleman 
would  find  many  which  he  could  attest, 
and  as  numbers  made  no  difference  in  the 
importance  of  this  question,  the  petition 
might  be  presented  with  these  sijpiature* 
only. 
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Mr.  Windham  and  Mr.  Secretary  Can-; 
ning  severally  explained ;  after  which, 
Mr.  Grattan  proposed,  with  the  leave  of 
the  house,  to  withdraw  the  Petition,  with 
a  view  to  procure  original  signatures,  in 
which  case  he  should  not  be  able  to  pre- 

•  sent  it  before  the  recess.  He  should, 
however,  present  it  by  the  16th  of  May, 
on  which  day,  he  should  move  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  upon  it. — 
After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  Whitbread 
and  William  Smith,  recommending  the 
adoption  of  the  line  pointed  out  by  Mr. 
Yorke,  to  receive  the   Petition  and  make 

•  a  special  entry,  the  Petition  was  with- 
drawn. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  Lord  Castlereagh 

'  said,  he  had  not  long  since  had  occasion 

to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 

feneral  consideration  of  our  military  esta- 
lishment;    but,  at   the   same  time,  the 
house  would  allow,  with  reason,  that  the 

•  first  consideration  was  due  to  our  regular 
army;  rather  than  to  those  descriptions  of 
force  which  were  secondary  and  collateral 
to   it.     It  was  the   duty  of  government, 

•however,  to  attend  to  all  parts  of  the  mili- 
tary system,  and  to  provide  effectually 
for  the  maintenance  and  discipline,  not 
only* of  those  descriptions  of  force  thai 
always  had  arms  in  their  hands,  but  also 
of  those  that  were  armed  only  provision- 
ally for  the  purpose  of  trainmg  and  dis- 
cipline, with  a  view  to  eventual  emer- 
gency. Having  proposed  that  first  which 
was  of  most  importance,  he  was  happy  to 
congratulate  the  house,  that  by  the  suc- 
cess that  had  attended  the  measures  which 
it  had  been  his  good  fortune  to  propose  to 
the  house  last  year,  no  legislative  care  was 
any  longer  necessary  for  the  establishment 
of  a  regular  army.  The  zeal  with  which 
the  act  passed  on  his  suggestion  had  been 
carried  into  eflect,  having  added  40,000 
men  to  our  reguhtr  establishment,  that 
most  important  branch  of  our  military  sys- 
tem might  be  safely  left  to  the  protection 
of  the  ordinary  recruiting.  The  regular 
army  and  militia  being  in  this  -perfect 
state^  we  might  now  proceed  to  tne  ar- 
rangement ot  those  other  parts  of  our  esta- 
blishment which  were  neither  less  impor- 
tant, nor  less  difficult  to  be  properly 
regulated.  Having  taken  the  measures 
last  year,  which  operated  so  beneficially 
for  the  regular  army,  he  thought  the  coun- 
try might  rest  with  safety  upon  those 
measures,  till  more  precise  information  as 
to  the  number  and  discipline  of  the  volun- 
teers under  arms  should  furnish  to  the 
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legislature  more  authentic  materials  than 
could  then  b^  had,  there  being  bo  imme- 
diate communication  between  government 
and  the  volunteer  corps  as  there  was  now, 
by  means  of  the  inspecting  field  officers. 
By  means  of  these  officers,  the  most  accu- 
rate information  was  now  obtaii>ed  on 
these  important  points,  and  though  the 
arrangement  of  so  important  a  matter  was 
full  of  difficulties,  which  were  enhanced 
by  the  labours  bestowed  on  it  by  his  pre- 
decessors, and  particularly  by  the  able 
individual  who  had  gone  before  him,  he 
and  his  colleagues  would  be  wanting  in 
their  duty  if  they  did  not  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  it  as  early  as  they  could,  and  if 
they  did  not  bring  forward  as  they  now 
did  through  him  a  plan  of  subsidiary  de- 
fence. In  looking  to  the  amount  and 
description  of  our  army  in  general,  he 
had  already  congratulated  the  house  that 
there  was  no  longer  any  room  for  'anxiety. 
In  point  of  number  and  discipline  our 
army  was  beyond  any  thing  this  coontry 
ever  enjoyed.  To  the  volunteers  he  wa» 
happy  to  pay  that  share  in  this  general 
tribute,  to  which  the  testimony  of  the  in«> 
specting  field  officers  proved  them  justly 
entitled.  No  force  was  ever  belter  qua- 
lified for  the  immediate  defence  of  the 
country,  none  better  entitled  to  its  confr- 
dence,  and  as  long  as  they  felt  inclined, 
and  convenience  permitted  them,  to  do 
duty  in  the  manner  they  now  did,  it  wa» 
impossible  he  could  imagine  a  force  to 
which  he  would  be  more  disposed  to  trust 
the  fate  and  fortunes  of  the  British  em^ 
pire.  He  should,  however,  be  wanting  in 
his  duty,  if  he  did  not  look  forward  to  the 
time  when  occasions  might  arise,  in  which 
the  services  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  the 
community  as  volunteers,  would  appear 
no  longer  called  for  by  any  pressing  emer** 
gency.  This  was  the  crisis  which  be  felt 
it  his  duty  to  provide  for,  and  no  time 
could  be  so  properly  selected  to  make  that 
provision  at  the  present  moment,  when 
the  volunteer  corps  were  so  high  in  num- 
ber, zeal,  and  discipline,  when  defalcation 
appeared  to  be  at  a  great  distance,  and 
when  the  remedy  that  might  be  provided 
for  its  eventual  existence  might  be  matured 
and  perfected  before  it  would  be  wanted, 
and  mi^ht  come  into  operation  so  gradu- 
ally and  imperceptibly  as  to  create  none 
of  those  agitations  that  were  unavoidable^ 
when  great  deficiencies  were  to  be  sup- 
plied by  sudden  exertions.  If  the  war 
should  continue  very  long,  or  ?f  a  peace 
should  be  made^  the  volunteers  might  in 
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either  case  return  to  those  domestic  habits 
from  which  the  imminent  danger  of  the 
countr}%  a  call  always  imperative  on 
Britons^  had  drawn  them  forth.  This 
event,  whenever  it  might  take  place,  it 
was  the  duty  of  government  to  see  that 
the  country  was  prepared  for.  Hence 
arose  the  necessity  of  proposing  a  plan 
that  would  be  equally  operative  m  peace 
and  in  war,  and  the  efiect  of  which  would 
be  that  the  country  would  be  at  no  mo- 
ment unprepared.  It  was  better  that  the 
attention  of  parliament  should  be  called 
to  this  subject  in  time  of  war  than  in 
peace,  for  nothing  was  more  inconsistent 
with  peace,  nothing  more  likely  to  disturb 
its  tranquillity,  or  to  shorten  its  duration, 
than  to  agitate  inquiries,  and  to  be  occu- 
pied about  arrangements  connected  with 
war.  He  supposed  no  argument  was  ne- 
cessary to  convince  gentlemen  of  the  pro- 
priety ^f  making  every  possible  exer- 
tion to  put  our  military  establishment  in 
the  most  respectable  posture.  It  was  only 
necessary  to  look  at  the  state  of  Europe, 
to  see  that  by  no  other  means  conld  we 
be  enabled  to  treat  for  peace  on  equal 
grounds ;  and  except  wc  made  peace  on 
equal  grounds,  it  would  be  no  peace.  It 
was  necessary  for  us  to  put  forth  and  array 
our  strength  in  such  a  manner,  as  not  only 
to  render  our  coast  invulnerable  in  war, 
but  also  to  shew  the  enemy  that  be  had  no 
chance  of  accomplishing  his  object  in 
peace,  and  to  teach  him  to  make  up  his 
nund  to  live  in  the  world  with  one  power, 
which  he  could  not  hope  either  to  con- 
quer or  to  intimidate.  In  this  view,  how- 
ever high  an  opinion  he  had  of  the  volun- 
teers, he  conceived  it  would  be  unwise  to 
leave  the  permanent  defence  of  the  coun- 
try dependent  upon  the  feelings  of  indivi- 
doab ;  and  he  conceived  it  right  to  pro- 
pose a  system,  invariable  in  its  operation, 
which  would  prevent  the  public  security 
from  being  ever  compromised. — Having 
stated  this  outline  of  the  considerations 
which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  plan  he 
was  about  to  propose,  he  would  now  pro- 
ceed to  explain  the  ideas  of  his  majesty's 
ministers  with  respect  to  the  existing  system 
of  subsidiary  defence,  and  the  alteraticiis 
they  proposed  to  introduce  upon  it.  An 
act  was  passed  some  time  since,  for  the 
^oeral  training  of  the  people.  He  had, 
m  the  last  session,  brought  in  a  Bill  for 
completing  the  returns  under  that  act,  and 
regulating  the  mode  in  which  the  ballot 
should  be  applied  to  them.  The  ballot, 
bowever,  could  be  applied  only  to  a  small 


proportion  of  the  returns,  and  even  then 
there  was  not  sufficient  compulsion  to 
render  it  effectual.  It  was  necessary  to 
state  to  the  house,  without  reserve,  the 
view  his  majesty's  ministers  had  of  that 
training  act.  The  intention  of  it  was,  to 
enable  ministers  to  advise  his  majesty  to 
train  200,000  men  out  of  the  whole  popu- 
lation. The  parish  officers  were  to  do  the 
duty  of  military  officers  and  drill  Ser- 
jeants towards  those  men.  But  neither 
was  the  training  adequate,  nor  would  the 
men  be  of  any  use  when  so  trained.  The 
time  of  the  year  when  the  men  were 
brought  together  under  that  act,  and  the 
place  where  they  were  to  be  assembled, 
were  equally  improper;  and  they  were 
turned  out  of  the  hands  of  their  trainers  un- 
fit for  any  service,  and  without  any  obliga- 
tion to  any  except  in  the  event  of  inva- 
sion. There  were  some  who  considered 
training  of  value,  with  embodying.  He 
was  of  a  difterent  opinion.  He  consider- 
ed it  of  little  use  to  have  men  trained  un- 
less they  were  regimented.  The  regi- 
ments of  regulars,  volunteers,  or  militia, 
into  which  they  should  be  uut  after  such 
imperfect  training,  would  have  little  be- 
nent  from  them.  If  trained  in  regiments 
they  would  be  of  real  utility.  The  train- 
ing of  the  whole  number  of  800,000, 
which  number  the  Bill  proposed  succes- 
sively to  train,  would  have  been  a  very 
general  hardship  without  any  benefit,  or 
an  jm perfect  and  contingent  one,  except 
in  case  of  incoq)oratit>n.  The  volunteer 
training  was  such  as  to  leave  the  men 
in  a  state  of  perfect  discipline,  fit  for 
service,  without  any  further  instruction^ 
whenever  the  exigency  should  arise.  But, 
while  the  general  training,  in  this  view, 
was  more  vexatious  than  beneficial,  there 
was  another  view  in  which  it  was  service- 
able. The  men  might  be  trained  up  so 
as  to  be  qualified  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the 
militia  and  regular  army,  and,  if  it  should 
be  necessary  to  make  use  of  them,  they 
would  be  ready.  Instead  of  training  the 
whole  military  classes,  a  sufficient  num- 
ber might  be  trained  to  cover  any  proba- 
ble exigency  that  might  be  expected  to 
arise.  The  regular  army  at  home  at  pre- 
sent amounted,  with  the  militia,  to  200,000 
men,  exclusive  of  artillery.  The  regular 
army,  if  raised  to  one  hundred  men  to 
each  company,  which  was  no  more .  than 
the  officer  commanding  could  easily  ma- 
nage, might  admit  50,000  additional  men. 
It  would  be  a  great  advantage  that  this 
number  of  men  should  be  ready  trained. 
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t\rith(rat  any  occaaioii  to  ballot  lor  thesb 
They  should  be  regarded  as  an  army  of  re- 
serve, to  be  made  use  of  only  in  cases  of 
great  emergency.  There  would  be  no 
occasion  to  have  recoarse  to  tlie  parish 
cheers ;  the  men  would  be  always  ready, 
when  a  Local  Militia  should  aftord  such 
&cilities  of  general  trahiing,  and  the  men 
so  trained  would  be  an  acquisition  to  the 
i^giments  they  might  join.  It  "would  be 
sufficient  trainmg  to  drill  the  men  48  da3r8 
near  their  homes,  according  to  the  sys- 
tem of  the  militia  in  time  of  peace,  and  to 
faaye  them  embodied  121  days  in  their  own 
cmmties.  A  measure  of  this  kind  would 
have  such  an  effect  on  the  recruiting  of 
the  regular  army,  that  the  most  ample  re- 
liance might  be  placed  on  its  effects  m  any 
'  circumstaiices.  It  was  not  necessary  to 
have  recourse  to  it  immediately,  but  it 
might  be  regarded  as  a  sure  recourse  in  re* 
serve.  Now,  with  respect  to  the  volunteers, 
he  was  prepared  to  state  as  his  own  opinion, 
as  well  as  that  of  his  majesty's  ministers, 
that  as  long  as  the  volunteers  could  with 
convenience  give  theif  services  to  tbe 
country,  with  that  degree  of  military  effi- 
ciency which  tbey  at  present  possessed, 
government  would  not  desire  any  more 
effectual  force.  But,  it  was  essential  to 
fix  and  organize  «  permanent  force,  which 
would  always  subsist  to  the  same  amount. 
Looking  to  the  regulars  and  militia  as  the 
first  line^  and  the  volunteers  as  the  second 
line,  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  regpmented 
forc^  as  a  third  line,  and  the  point  now  to 
be  considered  was,  what  amount  of  force  of 
this  kind  it  was  necessary  to  have,  in  order 
to  fill  up  the  deficiencies  that  might  arise 
in  the  volunteer  establishments.  With  re- 
spect to  the  proportion  of  this  regimental 
training,  some  thought  it  ought  to  go  to  a 
much  larger  extent  than  was  ever  proposed 
before.  But,  when  the  nature  and  amount 
of  the  existing  regular  force  was  ex- 
amined comparatively,  with  the  training 
to  be  instituted  with  a  view  to  its  aid, 
there  was  reason  to  conclude,  that  the 
^amount  proposed  by  his  right  hon.  iriend 
(Mr.  Yorke)  for  the  limitation  of  the  volun- 
teers, that  was,  six  times  the  militia,  would 
idibrd  ample  foundation  for  a  permanent 
^subsidiary  establishment.  An  increase 
might  be  made  if  circumstances  required 
it,  but  it  was  unnecessary  to  burthen 
the  country ;  in  the  first  inStance,  siEx 
times  the  number  of  the  militia  would  be 
for  Great  Britain  only  530,000  men.  The 
number  of  effective  volunteers  in  Ireland  ^ 
was  close  on  70^000.    Under  Ais  plan. 


there  would  be  therefore  a  depot  of 
400,000,  ready  at  a  moment's  notice  to 
fall  into  the  regiments  of  the  line  and  the 
militia,  according  as  they  might  be  wanted 
to  make  them  up.  According  to  the  last 
returns,  the  efiective  force  of  the  volunteers 
in  Great  Britain  was  2d0,000.  There 
were  actually  under  arms  at  the  last  in* 
spection  240,000.  The  report  of  their 
discipline  was  highly  favourable,  and 
they  were  declared  fully  capable  of  act- 
ing with  the  line.  He  knew  the  right 
hon.  centleman  opposite  (Mr.  Windham }» 
thought  the  vcdunteers  not  fit  to  be  seen 
in  company  with  the  militia  ;  but  others 
thought  differently,  and  he  agreed  with 
them.  When  the  gross  amount  of  the 
efiective  Tolunteers  was  compared  with 
six  times  the  amount  of  the  militia,  there 
was  found  a  deficiency  of  30,000  on  the 
figgregate.  But  when  this  deficiency 
came  to  be  subdivided,  there  was  found 
an  inequality,  some  of  the  counties  being 
more  deficient  and  some  less,  and  amon? 
the  latter  the  maritime  counties;  and 
the  consequence  of  this  inequality  was, 
that  60,000  would  be  wanted  to  complete 
the  establishment  to  the  amount  desired. 
He  proposed  therefore  to  give  to  the 
crown  a  power  to  create  a  Local  Militia, 
to  the  aggregate  amount  of  60^000  men 
in  the  first  instance,  to  be  increased  in 
proportion  as  the  volunteer  force  should 
diminish,  and  to  supersede  them  totally  if 
they  should  withdraw  their  services  in  the 
event  of  peace.  It  was  a  satisfoction,  that 
in  creating  this  force,  which  was  compuU 
sory  in  the  first  instance,  the  country  had 
the  benefit  of  trying  the  experiment  on  a 
limited  scale,  to  proceed  to  a  more  exten- 
sive application  of  the  principle,  if  it 
should  be  found  successfiil.  He  felt  it  de<^ 
sirable  to  proceed  according  to  the  accus* 
tomed  habits  and  principles  of  the  coun- 
try, and  therefore  he  would  propose  to 
conform  the  constitution  of  this  force  to 
that  of  the  militia,  but  with  this  difieraoce> 
that  whereas  the  militia  was  now  like  the 
regular  forces,  the  militia  in  time  of  peace 
would  be  assumed  as  a  model,  and  conse- 
quently the  services  of  thb  force  would  be 
confined  to  its  counties  except  in  time  of 
invasion,  or  when  the  enemy  should  be 
actually  on  the  coast,  when  alone  it  might 
be  marched  out  of  its  counties.  It  should 
be  assembled  at  convenient  times  of  the 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  trailing  only,  ex- 
cept in  time  of  invasion,  \i^hen  actual  ser- 
vice might  be  demanded.  With  respect 
to  the  terms  of  engagement,  one  ytar^ 
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traiBiog,  as  prorided  by  the  right  hon. 
gent^s.  hill,  was  wholly  inadequate.  It 
was  desirable  that  the  men  shoold  not  be 
taken  away  inconvenioitly  horn'  their 
occupati(»is,  without  compensating  the 
country  by  subBtantial  improvement.  It 
was  desirable  also,  to  prevent  the  too 
frequent  recurrence  of  the  confiision  of 
the  ballot,  and  on  these  grounds  it  was 
intended  to  propose  an  engagement  to 
the  individuals  for  a  certain  time,  and 
to  bind  them  to  do  permanent  duty  in  their 
ewn  counties  for  a  certain  number  of  days. 
This  obligation  he  hoped  would  not  be 
coniudered  hard,  at  a  time  when  the  pro* 
spect  of  being  able  to  continue  the  occu- 
pations of  industry  depended  on  every 
man's  being  able  to  defend  the  seat  of  that 
industry  with  arms  in  his  hands.  It  was 
intended  to  allow  no  substitutes.  This 
iorct  was  not  like  the  moveable  militia, 
which  taking  men  for  years  away  from 
their  homes  and  establishments,  would 
often  be  ruinous  to  £imilies,  unless  substi- 
tution were  allowed.  A  few  days  service 
within  his  county  virould  be  no  hardship 
to  any  man,  and  if  every  one  was  allowed 
to  come  into  the  market  for  a  substitute, 
the  most  ruinous  consequences  to  the  coun- 
try would  be  felt  in  the  iBnormous  rise  of 
the  bounties,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  pro- 
visional cavalry,  in  which,  though  the  ser- 
vice was  within  the  county,  and  to  one 
particular  period  of  the  year,  the  price  of 
substitutes  rose  to  50  or  60  guineas.  It 
was,  therefore,  thought  right  to  allow  no 
sub^itutes.  But,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
injurious  confusion  of  the  highest  vrith  the 
lowest  ranks,  some  mitigation  should  be 
admitted,  and  he  proposed  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite, 
by  allowing  the  party  to  retire  on  paying 
a  fine  of  such  magnitude  as  to  discourage 
the  having  recourse  to  it,  except  in  very 
strong  cases.  He  would  wish  to  encourage 
the  service  of  persons  of  rank  as  officers : 
conceiving  there  were  many  persons  who 
would  enter  into  this  service  voluntarily, 
he  proposed  that  such  oilers  should  be  re- 
ceived, and  that  the  ballot  should  be  en^ 
forced  only  where  there  were  no  ofiers,  no 
selection  by  the  parish  officers.  He  would 
not  allow  the  parishes,  any  more  than  in- 
diTiduals,  to  find  substitutes;  for  though 
they  would  not  create  so  general  a  compe- 
tition in  the  market,  they  would  yet  create 
enough  to  do  mischief  To  prevent  this 
4Bvil,  he  proposed  a  penalty  on  the  person 
consenting  to  be  a  substitute,  and  on  the 
parish  accepting  him.     He  proposed  to 


give  a  small  bounty  of  two  or  three  gui« 
neas  to  those  who  should  enter  volun- 
tarily, in  order  to  reader  the  compulsory 
obligation  of  the  law  unneeessary.  It  was 
intended  to  submit  persons  from  a  cer- 
tain age  to  a  certain  age,  to  the  compul- 
sorv  obligation  Of  the  ballot,  and  by  a 
little  attention  to  the  classes,  it  would 
be  easy  to  determine  the  proper  proper*- 
tion«  But  it  was  only  in  the  event  of  a 
deficiency  of  volunteers,  that  the  ballot 
was  to  be  taken  up  ;  therefore  age  could 
not  be  so  well  applied,  and  the  state  of  the 
volunteer  establishment  would  always  be 
a  difficult  matter  of  regulation.  It  wouki 
be  better  in  these  circumstances  to  throw 
out  persons  of  more  advanced  age  altoge- 
ther, and  then  there  would  be  every  rea- 
son to  be  sure  that  the  young  men  would 
readily  take  upon  them  the  increased  bur- 
then of  a  larger  share  in  the  defence  of 
the  country.  Looking  to  a  period,  when 
instead  of  60,000,  the  ballot  was  to  be  en- 
forced for  a  greater  number,  he  proposed 
that  the  ages  to  which  it  should  apply; 
should  be  from  1 8  to  35,  and  when  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  Tolunteers  should  not 
offer,  he  proposed,  that  the  ballot  should 
apply  between  these  ages.  The  qualifi- 
cation of  officers  he  looked  on  as  highly 
important ;  and  he  proposed  that  the  re- 
gulations of  the  militia  should  be  adopted 
as  they  now  stood.  No  qualification  on 
this  head  was  required  for  subalterns^ 
There  was  a  latitude  given  in  the  recom- 
mendation of  captains,  if  persons  qualified 
could  not  be  found.  Field  officers  would 
be  left  as  befi)re,  and  though  it  was  diffi*. 
cult  now  to  get  qualified  persons  to  serve, 
it  was  to  be  hoped,  that  service  within  the 
county  would  be  more  attractive,  and  that 
qualified  persons  would  come  forward  to 
undertake  it.  He  would  propose,  that 
retired  field  officers  of  ihe  line  should  be 
elegible,  and  he  was  sure  it  would  be  con- 
sidered as  a  distinction  justly  due  to  those 
officers  who  had  reached  that  high  station. 
— ^The  next  point  to  which  he  should  call 
the  attention  of  the  house  was,  that  to  pre- 
vent this  Local  Militia  fix>m  interfering 
either  vrith  the  regular  army  or  the  regu- 
lar militia,  he  should  propose  that  no  man 
taking  this  engagement  Miould,  during  the 
ibur  years  for  which  it  vras  intended  tolast^ 
be  debarred  fi-om  enlisting  i^i  the  regular 
4pny  or  regular  militia  at  his  pleasure. 
He  would,  however,  on  this  head  propose 
one  limitation  in  compliment  to  the  com« 
manding  officers,  to  whose  feelings  it 
would  not  be  rery  pleasing  to  have  theiir 
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men  attached  by  recruiting  parties,  while 
embodied  for  the  purpose  of  discipline. 
He  should,  therefore,  propose  a  restraint 
on  their  liberty  of  enlisting,  for  a  part  of 
the  time  during  which  they  should  be  em- 
bodied.    He  conceived    it  possible  that 
volunteer  corps  might,  in  many  instances, 
wish  to  diange  the  terms  of  their  engage- 
ments, and  to  become  corps  of  Local  Mi- 
litia.    It  was  well  known  that  the  esta- 
blishments of  some  volunteer  corps  were 
more  expensive  than  was  necessary.    This 
might  be  expected  to.  produce  some  em- 
barrassments with  respect  to  funds,  which 
it  would  be  desirable  to  escape,  by  turning 
to  a  service  which  required  no  stock  purse. 
This  disposition  should  be  encouraged,  be- 
cause the  local  militia  would  be  always 
e6Pective  for  service  ;  but  otherwise  it  was 
the  disposition  of  his  majesty's  ministers  to 
give  every  possible  support  to  the  volun- 
teers, considering   them,   in  their  present 
highly  disciplined  state,  prefemble  to  any 
green  force  whatsoever.     It  was  intended 
to  put  a  stop  to  all  insurances  made  with 
a  view  to  the  mitigation  of  fine  attached 
to  the  refusal  to  do  personal  service  ;  and 
with  this  view  a  penalty  would  be  imposed 
on. the  person  having  recourse  to  insur- 
ance, and  the  person  with  whom  he  might 
insured.     The  whole  expence  of  the  pro- 
posed force  to  the  couhtry  would  not  ex- 
-  ceed  that  of  the  volunteers  at  present,  nor 
that  which  would  be  to  be  Incurred  under 
the  Training  bill  of  the  right  hon.  gent. 
He  had  made  comparative  calculations,  and 
had  adjusted  the  bill,  which  the  right  hon. 
gent,  might  see.    The  right  hon.  gent.'s 
trained  man  would  cost  more  than  a  volun- 
teer or  local  militia  man.     The  cost  of  this 
last  was  something  less  than  4/.  He  looked 
upon  it  that  400,000  rank  and  file  in  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  army  and  militia  would 
do  a  great  deal,  but  that  was  not  the  only 
means  of  increased  defence  that  we  pos- 
sessed .     There  was  the  provisional  increase 
of  50,000,  which  would  give  us  an  army 
of  650,000  men,  subject  only  to  the  reduc- 
tion on  the  formation  of  a  peace  establish- 
ment, which  reduction  would  never  amount 
to  50  000.  Always  keeping  up  that  amount 
of  regular  and  subsidiary  force,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  the  enemy   to    bring 
against  us  any  army  capable  of  making  an 
impression  ;  and  with  the  trained  popula- 
tion which  this  measure  and  the  volunteer 
system  would    necessarily    generate,  we 
should  have  such  means  of  supplying  the 
waste  of  men,  that  the  largest  force  the 
•nemy  could  bring  must  perish  in  the  un- 


equal conflict.  The  amount  of  force  al* 
ludM  to,  would  be  amply  sufficient,  and 
to  train  more  would  be  only  idle  waste. 
An  armed  peasantry,  though  useful  in 
other  countries  peculiarly  circumstanced^ 
could  be  of  no  use  in  this.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  incorporate  them  with 
the  regiments,  if  invasion  should  arise. 
Too  extensive  a  training  would  be  a  use- 
less and  unprofitable  burthen,  tending  to 
break  the  backs  of  the  people,  if  the  ex- 
pression might  be  used.  Having  a  regi- 
mented force  of  400,000,  in  addition  to  a 
regular  army  of  200,000,  which  might,  if 
occasion  required,  be  increased  to  250,000, 
parliament  might  rest  content,  and  trust 
that  the  empire  was  secure.  He  should  now 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill.  .  He 
was  glad  gentlemen  would  have  the  inter- 
val of  the  recess  to  consider  the  provisions 
of  it ;  and  in  order  to  give  them  the  great- 
est possible  facility,  he  should  move  that 
the  bill  be  printed.  When  they  should 
re-assemble,  and  resume  the  consideration 
of  this  subject,  he  would  receive  with  at- 
tention every  suggestion  gentlemen  should 
ofier,  and  endeavour  as  much  as  possible 
to  profit  by  them.  He  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  make  better  provision 
for  the  internal  defence  of  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Yorke  expressed  his  approbation  of 
the  principal  features  of  the  plan  which 
the  noble  lord  had  just  submitted  to  the 
house.  For  himself,  he  had  Ion?  been  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  placing  the 
country  in  that  state  ot  military  habits 
which  would  enable  us  to  look  without 
fear  on  any  danger  with  which  it  might  be 
thi*eatenea.  The  plan  of  a  local  and  per- 
manent militia,  he  considered  as  peculiarly 
suited  to  the  genius  of  our  constitution, 
and  the  manners  of  the  people.  In  the 
present  convulsed  and  disorganised  state 
of  Europe,  no  one  could  foresee  what  might 
happen.  If  ever  there  was  a  time  when 
the  country  had  occasion  for  a  full  array 
of  the  whole  of  its  military  population,  it 
was  the  present.  He  hoped  at  last  we 
were  come  to  the  time  when  the  house 
would  lay  down  some  solid,  H*ell-digested« 
and  permanent  plan  of  internal  defence, 
and  that  they  should  hear  no  more  of  an- 
nual niotious  on  this  imporiaiit  suliject. 
The  plan  of  the  noble  lord  he  understood 
to  be  composed,  first  of  the  regular  army, 
maintained  at  its  prLsent  estabiistiinent ; 
next,  of  a  numerou'^  lr>cal  militia;  and 
lastly,  of  an  in  ermediate  force,  the  whole 
of  which  shouid  be  perfectly  adequate  to 
the  defence  of  G.  Britain  and  Ireland. 
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The  only  objection  of  any  moment  which 
he  had  to  ofier  to  this  was,  that  he  would 
prefer,  instead  of  haying  what  the  noble 
lord  called  an  irregular  militia,  a  complete 
amalgamation  and  combination  of  all  the 
forces  of  that  description.  This  part  of 
the  plan  would  be  brought  into  practice 
with  great  advantage  at  the  end  of  the 
war,  at  which  time,  with  hardly  any  in- 
convenience, it  might  be  moulded  into  a 
permanent  system.  To  render  the  plan 
more  perfect,  he  thought  it  advrseable, 
that  besides  the  local  militia,  we  should 
have  a  body  of  troops  not  so  numerous  as 
the  militia,  but  applicable  to  the  defence 
of  every  part  of  the  empire,  serving  as  well 
in  Ireland  as  in  England.  These,  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting,  should 
amount  to  35,000  men,  composing  a  spe- 
cies of  reserve  for  the  army,,  to  be  trained 
and  commanded  by  regular  officers.  On 
military  subjects  we*  conld  not  have  better 
authority  than  that  power  which  had  van- 
quished the  greater  part  of  the  continent 
of  Europe.  The  French  had  carried  the 
lloman  military  system  to  a  degree  of  per- 
fection which  the  inventors  of  it  never 
could  have  foreseen  it  would  have  reached. 
They  had  distinguished  their  national 
^ards  into  sedentary  and  moveable.  He 
tkought  this  principle  could  be  advantage- 
ously applied  ^  to  the  constitution  of  our 
militia.  There  would,  however,  be  so 
many  opportunities  of  discussing  the  mea- 
sure in  all  its  detat^ls,  that  he  would  not, 
for  the  present,  trespass  any  longer  upon 
the  indulgence  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Windham  rose  to  offer  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  plan  of  the  noble  lord,  but  he 
could  not  help  previously  making  one  ob- 
servation upon  what  had  just  fallen  from 
the  right  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  had  expressed  a  hope, 
that  the  time  was  now  arrivedan  which  a 
permanent  system  would  be  adopted  for 
the  defence  of  the  country.  Why  this 
hope  should  be  entertained  by  the  right 
hon.  gent,  now,  rather  than  at  any  former 
time,  he.  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive,  and  it 
appeared  to  him  rather  curious  that  such 
a  hope  should  be  entertained  by  those 
who  were  now  breaking  up  the  system  al- 
ready established.  It  was  as  absurd  as  a 
call  for  unanimity  would  be  at  the  very 
moment  when  matter  of  contention  and 
dispute  was  brought  forward.  The  ques- 
tion wi^,  what  it  was  upon  which  they 
were  to  settle  ?  The  right  honl  gent,  cer- 
tainly could  not  expect,  that  he  shoul^ 
agree  to  a  system  which  went  to  rabvert 
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another  which  he  wished  to  see  permanent. 
As  to  the  grand  plan  of  the  noble  lord,  this 
was  not  the  proper  time  for  discussing  it. 
He  called  it  a  grand  plan,  because  grand 
it  certainly  was,  when  he  considered  the 
persons  from  whom  it  came,  the  mighty 
preparations  which  had  been  made  for  its 
mtroduction^  that  it  was  fnll  of  complexity 
and  involution,  of  ingenious  and  intricate 
machinery,  of  springs  of  various  powers, 
and  of  wheels  within  wheels,  or,  to  borrow 
an  expression  from  the  Critic,  that  it;  was 
replete  with  business,  incident,  and  bustle, 
and  likely  to  keep  the  reader  in  suspense 
to  the  very  last  scene  of  the  last  act. 
Without,  however,  at  present,  entering 
inio  the  details  of  the  measure,  which  cer- 
tainly did  not  conform  to  the  rule, '  quod 
potest  fieri  per  pauciora;  non  debet  fieri 
per  plura,'  he  would  merely  say  a  few 
woixls  upon  it  in  relation  to  the  object 
which  it  was  meant  to  accomplish.  In  all 
plans  of  this  sort  there  was  a  unity  of  pur- 
pose, and  that  which  the  present  had  in 
view  was  to  promote  the  supply  of  the  re- 
gular army,  and  to  guard  against  a  danger 
peculiar  to  the  days  in  which  we  live, — 
the  defence  of  the  coimtry  against  the  in- 
vasion of  a  foreign  enemy.  The  difficulty 
of  accomplishing  the  firat  part  of  this  ob- 
ject, he  contended  had  been  very  much 
increased  by  the  noble  lord,  because  the 
measures  which  had  been  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  attaining  it,  and  which  bad 
fair  for  attaining  the  purpose  for  which 
they  had  been  adopted,  had  been  com- 
pletely frustrated  in  their  operation  by  the 
ndble  lord.  The  noble  lord  had  set  out 
with  defeating  the  measure  of  inlisting 
nien  for  a  limited  period,  and  now  he  was 
about  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  the  Training  act.  The  noble 
lord  had  talked  in  his  speech  as  if  he  (Mr. . 
W.)  had  placed  great  virtue  in  the  Train- 
ing act ;  but  he  would  tell  the  noble  Jord, 
that  he  never  had  expected  much  from  it 
in  the  way  of  training,  though  he  certainly 
had  expected  a  good  deal  from  it  in  the 
way  of  enrolment.  If  the  object  of  the 
noble  lord  was  to  train  a  certain  number 
of  men  for  the  military  service,  a  question 
immedi^ely  arose,  how  much  training  he 
would  purchase  by  a  sacrifice  of  conve- 
nience>  for  in  the  same  proportion  as  he 
added  to  the  oiie  he  nece-ssarily  took  fi*6m. 
the'  other.  All,  then,  he  could  accuse  hin> 
of  was,  of  having  taken  the  major  compro- 
mise betv^een  the  two  ;  and  if  that  was  the 
case,  it  was  not  too  late  to  correct  the 
error  into  which  he  had  fallen.  Instead 
.     E 
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of  this,  however  (said  Mr.  VVindham),  in  I 
order  to  deliver  you  from  this  raw  head 
and  bloody  bonss,  for  such  he  seems   to 
consider  the  Training  act,  he  grafts  upon 
it  powers  of  greater  severity,  and  is  about 
to  do  now  what  would  have  been  dope  un- 
der it  only  in  the  last  extremity.     If  the 
noble  lord  imagined  that  his  plan  could 
be  carried  into  execution  without  much 
inconvenience,  considerable  expence,  and 
great  prejudice  to  the  morals  of  those  who 
were  to  be  embodied  under  its  provisions, 
he  was  very  much  mistaken.     And  if  he 
did  not  choose  to  defer  to  his  opinion  upon 
the  subject,  he  requested  that  he  would 
consult  any  serious  judicious  magistrate ; 
who  would  not  only  confirm  what  he  had 
now  stated  as  the  probable  effect  of  the 
present  measure,  but  would  likewise  tell 
him,  that  the  evil  resulting  to  the  morals 
of  the  volunteers  by  withdrawing  them 
from  their  homes  and  assembling  them  in 
large  towns,  was  a  strong  objection  to  their 
being  called  out  on  permanent  duty.     The 
noble  lord  had  also  stated  his  conviction, 
that  the  volunteers  would  have  consented 
to  all  t^e  regulations  with  which  he  meant 
to  accompany  his  present  measure,  if  those 
regulations  had '  been  proposed  to  them 
when  they  first  offered  their  services  to 
the  public ;  and  this  conviction  he  found- 
ed upon  the  zeal  and  alacrity  which  they 
displayed  in  the  performance  of  that  duty 
which  they  had  voluntarily  imposed  upon 
themselves.    .But,  it  surely  mignt  have  oc- 
curred to  the  noble  lord,  that  there  was  a 
wide  difference  between  performing  a  vo- 
luntary and  a  compulsory  engagement. 
He  would  advise   the  noole  lord   at  ^11 
events  to  adhere  at  least  to  the  spirit  of 
the  Training  act,  and  to  give  them  more 
^  training,  if  he  thought  that  to  be  necessary. 
But,  the  great  advantage  which  the  noble 
lord  seemed  to  imagine  the  pre&ent  m,ea- 
ture  possessed  over  the  other  was,  that  by 
the  present  measure  he  would  have  regi- 
mented men,  whereas,  by  the  other,  they 
would  not  be  regimented.    The  difference 
as  to  qualifying  them  for  actual  service, 
was  really  not  worth  talking  about.    In 
neither  case  could  the  men  be  at  all  fit  for 
acting  in.  concert  with  the  regular  army, 
and  with  a  view  to  their  being  drafted  into 
the  army  as  recruits,  they  would  learn  so 
much  of  the  military  exercise  under  the 
Training  act,  such  as  knowing  their  right 
hand  trom  their  left,  how.  to  handle  a 
i|iusketrand  to  fire  with  powder  and  ball, 
as  to  enable  them  to  become  effective  sol- 
diers i^^  as  short  a  time  as  they  woyld  do 
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under  the  system  of  the  noble  lord.     Tho 
noble  lord  had  talked  a  great  deal  of  the 
volunteer  force,  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  dis- 
posed to  give  them  every  degree  of  credit 
for  the  purity  of  their  motives,  for  zeal 
and   good   intentions ;    but  it  was  cjuite 
childish  to  consider  these  corps  as  ht  to 
act  along  with  the  regular  force.    WqukI 
an  officer,  he  asked,  employ  one  of  these 
corps  to  cover  his  flanki  or  to  maintain  an 
important  post?  It  might  be  as  well  ccm* 
tended  that  a  frigate  might  be  placed  in 
the  same  line  of  battle  with  a  first  rate. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  vindicated  his  mili- 
tary system  from  the  reflections  thrown 
upon  it  by  the  noble  lord,  contending  that 
it  had  procured  more  men  to  the  army^ 
during  the  time  that  it  was  in  force,  tkaa 
the  old  system  of  recruiting,  and  that  the 
advantages  of  which  it  was  productive 
would  have  been  more  and  more  felt  every 
year,  if  its  operation  had  not  been  disturb* 
ed.    The  great  motive  for  all  the  freaks 
and  whims  and  complicatad  machinery^ 
of  which  they  had  now  a  sample  before 
them,  he  declared  to  be  a  taste,  an  appe-» 
tite,  a  passion,  a  rage,  for  getting  soldiera 
for  life.      This  was  the   great  principle 
which  set  the  machine  in  motion ;    but 
there  was  another  on  which  its  movements 
in  no  small  degree  depended,  viz.  that  of 
opening  a  source  of  patronage  and  inff  u  • 
ence.     There  was  not  a  single  job  con- 
nected with  the  system  which  he  introduc- 
ed,  from  beginning  to  end.     It  had-  no 
other  object  but  the  good  pf  the  people, 
and  providing  for  old  soldiers,  who  could 
make  no  return  to  those  who  watched  over 
their  interests.     But  here  they  were  to 
have   a  regimented  force ;    where  there 
were  regiments,  there  must  be  officers, 
and  the  noble  lord  was  not  ignorant  that 
every  grant  of  this  kind  was  matter  of  fa- 
vour.   In  this  way,  he  declared  the  vo< 
lunteer  establishment  to  be  the  greatest . 
source  of  favouritism  and  of  enmity  eVter 
possessed  by  a  minister.    By  way  of  sam- 
ple, he  stated  the  following  circumstances: , 
under  the  former  administration  200  offi- 
cers, who  had  for  the  moat  part  been  in 
th^  army,  were  employed  on  the  recruitiDg 
service ;  when  the  present  ministers  came 
into  power,  they  removed  these  officers, 
and  appointed  2000  volunteer  Serjeants  in 
their  room.     One  would  naturally  suppose 
that  the  number  of  recruits  would  have 
b^en  increased,  in  : consequence  of  this 
arrangement,  in  the  ratio  of  ten  to  one. 
The  ract  was,  however,  that  the  200  offi- 
cers had  procured  2000  recruits,  whereas^ 
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only  600  had  been  procured  by  the  2000 
Tolanteer  Serjeants.  It  was  true  that  the 
officers  had  40/.  whereas  the  Serjeants  had 
only  10/.  each ;  but  the  officers  were  ob^ 
-liged  to  ^ve  security  to  return  the  money 
if  they  did  not  bring  recruits^  whereas  the 
•erjeants  were  under  no  such  obligation. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  concluded  with  beg- 
ging that  gentlemen  would  put  to  them- 
selTes  two  questions  relatite  to  the  present 
fneasure ;  the  first  was,  what  necessity 
there  was  for  it  ?  the  second,  whether  it 
might  not  be  traced  to  the  motive  of  wish- 
ing to  bring  back  the  old  system  of  having 
soldiers  for  Hfe? 

Lord  Casttertagh,  in  explanation,  denied 
that  he  had  abandoned  the  right  hon. 
gent.'s  training  system.  All  he  wished 
*vas,  not  to  carry  it  to  greater  lengths  than 
what  was  necessary.  With  respect  to  the 
recruiting  officers  from  the  army  alluded 
to  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  they  were  400 
in  Aumber  when  he  came  into  office,  and 
were  rapidly  iacreasinK.  A  serjc«mt  was 
Attechea  to  each,  so  that  the  expence  to 
the  country  was  considerable.  It  had, 
therefore,  been  determined  by  his  majesty's 

fDVernment,  that  those  among  them  who 
ad  not  evinced  any  exeilion,  sfhould  be 
dismissed.  The  volunteer  Serjeants  ^lad 
only  commissions  given  them  to  enlist, 
but  no  sum,  unless  the  men  were  raised. 
Certainly,  the  inspecting  field  e^fficers 
were  aHowed  to  make  advances  to  those 
Serjeants^  and  the  only  reason  why  no  bond 
of  security  was  given  by  them  on  those 
advances,  was  the  large  duties  on  such 
bonds. 

^  General  Tarktan  contended,  that  the 
time  for  making  a  radical  reformation  ih 
ft»  army  was  peace  and  not  war ;  and  that 
the  army  in  this  country,  if  a  proper  dis- 
position were  made  of  it,  would  be  amply 
sufficient,  without  the  imposition  of  any 
additional  burden  upon  the  people,  bj 
i»alk>t  or  otherwise,  to  repel  whatever 
enemy  might  venture  to  attack  us.  The 
pathetic  manner  in  which  the  Hght  hon. 
gent  had  so  repeate91y  deplored  the  sub- 
version of  his  military  system,  reminded 
him  of  the  lamentation  of  Rachel  over  her 
ehildren,  who,  according  to  the  Scriptures, 
«  would  not  be  comforted.*  Among  other 
Iregulations  which  he  thought  it  would  be 
adviseableto  adopt  in  the  present  juncture, 
be  strenuously  recommended  the  forma- 
tion of  camps  for  the  exercise  of  our  army, 
both  regulars  and  militia.  He  was  con- 
vinced also,  that  if  the  volunteers  were 
vaited  for  a  time  to  regular  troops  for  the 


^rpose  ofsharinig  in  their  discipline,  and 
of  toeing  instructed  by  their  example,  it 
would  have  an  exceHent  e^ct,  by  awak« 
ening  their  dormant  spirit,  and  by  inspar- 
ing  the  whole  of  our  military  force  with 
the  greatest  enthusiasm  and  patriotism. 
— ^Leave  was  then  given  to  biiiig  in  the 
bill. 

[SriPEWDiARY  Curates  Bill.]  TheCtoi- 
cedor  qf  the  Exchequer,  after  narrating  the 
proceedings  of  both  houses,  relative  to  the 
former  bills  on  this  subject,  stated,  that  as 
the  house  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  gene- 
rally, that  the  condition  of  the  Curates  of 
this  country  was  such  as  required  amelio- 
ration, he  should  now  move  ibr  leave  to 
brinff  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpose.  He 
should  propose  that,  in  most  crises,  those 
gentlemen  should  have  a  salary  equal  to 
one-fifth  oK  that  of  the  beneficed  clergy- 
man ;  but  that,  in  no  case,  it  should  ex-» 
ceed  250/.  per  annum.  With  respect  to  the 
apportionment  of  those  salaries  to  curates 
which  wiere  to  be  below  that  maximum, 
he  confessed,  that  he  had  rather  that 
the  mandate  should  have  been  peremptory 
on  the  bishops,  than  that  they  should  have 
an  option ;  but  he  found,  upon  inquiry, 
that  the  majority  of  the  most  weighty  opi- 
nions was  in  favour  of  the  proposition  tor 
S'ving  a  discretionary  power  to  the  bishops, 
e  had  therefore  conceded  to  the  weight 
of  those  opinions,  and  given  such  a 
discretion  in  the  bill.  If  the  measure 
should  meet  the  approbation  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Foster),  he  believed  a" 
similar  bill  would  be  brought  in  for  Ire- 
land. £n  the  present  bill,  he  had  to  inform 
the  house  that  he  had  also  made  a  provi- 
^on  similar  to  that  which  had  been  lately 
made  by  a  right  hon.  firiend  of  his,  namely, 
a  provision  for  the  residence  of  the  clergy. 
He  concluded  with  moving,  '*  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  making 
more  effisctual  provision  for  the  ibainte- 
nance  of  Stipetidiary  CiA*ates,  and  for  their 
residence  on  their  cures." 

Lofd  Porchegter  reprobated  ih  strong 
terms  the  pi^nciple  and  real  dbject  of  thik 
bill,  the  most  unconstitutional  that  was 
ever  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  par- 
liament. He  was  astonished  that  the  right 
hon.  mover  should  think  of  persevering  vtk 
such  a  measure,'i^r  being  thrice  defeated 
in  his  attempt  at  carrying  it  into  a  law.  It 
was  not  with  the  amelioration  which  it 
proposed  in  the  condition  of  the  subor- 
dinate clergy,  nor  with  the  alledged  pur- 
pose of  enforcing  the  residence  of  clergy- 
men in  their  respective  parishes^  that  he  . 
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had  any  inclination  to  find  fault.  His  hos- 
tility was  directed  against  the  monstrous 
and  unconstitutional  power  which  it  gave 
to  the  bishops  over  the  rectors  in  their  res- 
pective dioceses,  a  power  which  subjected 
the  property  of  every  rector  to  be  invaded 
or  mulcted,  without  any  proof  of  improper 
conduct,  merely  at  the  caprice  or  whim  of 
his  bishop.  The  noble  lord  concluded  by 
observing,  that  he  feared  the  right  hon. 
mover  was  in  this  measure  the  organ  of  a 
secret  influence  behind  the  altar,  as  formi- 
dable and  as  designing  as  that  which  was 
now  ascertained  to  exist  behind  the  throne. 
Its  object  was  to  introduce  into  the  church 
establishment  a  system  of  risrorous  puri- 
tanism,  the  unfailing  source  of  unconquer- 
able bigotry  and  rancorous  persecution. 

Mr.  Balmgton  defended  the  bill,  as  cal- 
culated to  produce  two  desirable  el&cts, 
namely,  an  increase  of  comfort  to  the  active 
cufate,  and  the  advantage  of  a  resident 
clergyman  to  the  parish. 

Mr.  Creevey  coincided  with  his  noble 
friend,  and  declared  his  determination  to 
oppose  the  bill  in  every  stage.  He  desig- 
nated it,  if  operative,  as  an  act  of  plunder 
on  the  property  of  the  rector,  and  if  ineffi- 
cient, one  carried  under  h\se  pretences 
through  the  legislature. 

Sir  Ralph  HHilbanke  thought,  injustice, 
that  a  liberal  compensation  should  be 
made  to  the  curate,  proportioned  to  the 
duties  performed,  and  to  the  receipts  of 
the  living.  Where  they  amounted  to  500/. 
per  annum,  he  thought  100/.  a  year  but 
^  fair  allowance. 

Br.  Laurence  considered  the  bill  as  an 
innovation,  and  said  he  would  take  another 
opportunity  of  stating  his^  objections  fully 
'  on  this  subject. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  replied 
to  the  objections  advanced  against  the 
measure,  and  enforced  the  necessity  of 
going  into  a  committee,  when  thtf  opposers 
of  the  bill  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
submitting  their  various  amendments  and 
modifications. — ^After  some  brief  obser- 
vations from  Mr.  Tierney  and  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, leave  was  granted  to  bring  in  the 
JBill,  under  an  implied  undertakins  that  its 
principle  was  to  be  fully  discussed,  on  the 
committal  of  it. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 


Wednesday,  April  13. 
[Sugar  Distillation.]      Lord  Binning, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  of  the  propriety  of  confining  for  a 


time  to  be  limited,  the  Distilkries  to  th« 
use  of  Sugar  and  Molasses  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  spirits,  brought  up  the  Report  of 
the  said  committee.* 

Sir  if.  MUdmay  thought  it  right  to  ap- 
prize the  hous^,  that  the  part  of  the  Report 
which  went  to  prohibit  the  use  of  grain  in 
distillation,  though  sanctioned  by  a  majo- 
rity of  the  committee,  had  by  no  means 
its  unanimous  approbation.  K  any  legis- 
lative measure  should  be  proposed  on  the 
Report,  tending  to  carry  that  principle 
into  eflect,  he  gave  notice  that  he  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  oppose  it.  There  was 
no  sufficient  public  ground  for  such  a  meac 
sure,  and  it  would  be  extremely  injurious 
to  the  barley  counties,  one  of  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  represent.  He  was 
confident  that  his  constituents  would  ^ive 
him  instructions  to  oppose  the  propositu»i« 
and  that  they  would  petition  against  the 
measure. 

Mr.  Chute  agreed  with  the  hon.  baronet. 
The  landed  interest  was  sufficiently  de- 
pressed, and  the  influence  of  members 
whose  consequence  arose  from  trade  was 
already  sufficiently  great,  without  striking 
a  general  blow  at  an  extensive  branch  of 
the  agriculture  of  the  country.  He  sho^ild 
give  his  determined  opposition  to  the 
measure. 

Mr.  Western  spoke  to  the  same  eflect. 
Admiral  Hervey,  as  a  member  of  a  bar- 
ley county,  found  it  impossible  to  allow 
the  measure  to  be  announced,  without  an- 
nouncing at  the  same  time  his  determined 
opposition  to  it.  He  could  not  help  as- 
cribing the  design  to  party -motives :  a 
rumour  •  had  reached  his  ears,  that  the 
members  for  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Essex 
were  excluded  from  the  committee  in  its 
formation,  because  they  were  barley  coun« 
ties. 

Mr.  Hibbert  could  not  suffer  misconcep- 
tions, such  as  those  expressed  by  the  hon. 
members  who  had  spoken  before  him,  to 
go  abroad,  and  operate  uncontradicted 
during  the  recess.  Though  he  was  a  mer- 
chant, he  felt  the  importance  of  agriculture 
as  much  as  any  man,  and  knew  that  the 
principal  dependence  of  the  country  was 
upon  it.  It  would  be  found,  when  the 
Report  should  come  to  be.  examined,  that 
the  committee  had  looked  not  only  to  the 
interests  of  the  West  Indies,  but  also  more 
particulai*ly^  to  those  of  the  country  at 
home,  taking  into  consideration  the  present 
state  of  its  foreign  relations,  which  proba- 


*  See  Appendix,  p.  Ixxxi. 
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biy  would  occasion  a  total  stoppage,  for  a 
considerable  time,  of  the  usual  supplies 
of  grain  from  abroad.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  commit&e  had  thought  it 
wise  to  recommend  the  suspension,  for  a 
time,  of  the  use  of  grain  in  distillation, 
and  not,  as  was  supposed  by  some,  a  per- 
manent substitution  of  sugar  and  molasses. 
On  a  general  view  of  the  state  of  the 
country  and  of  the  continent,  it  appeared 
wise  to  adopt  this  measur^,  as  a  timely 
precaution  against  a  scarcity.  It  was  a 
satisfection,  that  in  adopting  this  measure 
of  precaution,  an  important  article  of  Bri- 
tish produce  and  property  might  be  brought 
in  to  supply  the  other  demai^s  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  that  a  relief  could  be  thqs  affijrded 
to  a  deserving  class  of  the  community, 
and  new  vigour  imparted  to  a  principal 
branch  of  the  revenue.  He  did  not  think 
the  proposed  measure  would  cause  a  fall 
of  6(2.  a  quarter  on  barley  ;  if  he  did,  ht 
would  not  vote  for  it.  But  if  such  a  fall 
should  unexpectedly  be  the  consequence, 
the  report  contained  a  recommendation  to 
the  privy  council  to  take  measures  imme- 
diately to  return  to  the  use  of  ^ain.  Such 
was  the  nature  of  the  report  which  had  ex- 
cited so  much  alarm,  and  which  had  met 
with  such  unusual  opposition,  before  its 
nature  was  communicated  or  understood. 

Lord  Binning  thought  the  discussion 
premature  till  the  report  should  be  printed 
and  in  the  hands  of  members  a  sufficient 
time  for  consideration.  He  did  not  con- 
ceive that  the  right  hon.  gent,  on  whose 
motion  the  committee  was  formed,  had 
passed  over  the  members  for  Norfolk,  Suf- 
folk, and  Essex,  because  these  were  corn 
counties.  He  himself  had  voted  in  favour 
of  the  recommendation  to  prohibit  the  use 
of  corn  in  distillation,  but  he  by  no  means 
would  have  done  so,  if  he  could  hive 
thought  the  prohibition  likely  to  prove 
injurious  to  the  landed  interest. 

Mr.  Lusfdngton  thought  it  must  be  a 
most  extravagant  degree  of  alarm  that 
could  suggest  to  one  member  that  the  bar- 
ley fields  would  lie  uncultivated,  and  to 
another  that  the  representation  of  the 
people,  and  composition  of  the  hQuse  of 
commons,  woiild  be  deteriorated  by  aflbrd- 
ing  the  relief  which  West  India  produce 
required,  which  could  be  afforded  without 
injury,  and  to  which  persons  interested  in 
the  West  India  colonies  were  well  entitled. 
The  committee  had  been  formed  as  fairly 
*  as  possible,  by  including  a  just  proportion 
•f  every  interest  concerned.  He  hoped 
the  landed  interest  would  take  up  this 


matter  fairly  and  dispassionately*  The 
country  gentlemen  must  reflect  but  little 
if  they  did  not  see  Uiat  the  depression  of 
the  West  India  trade  would  infallibly  ag- 
gravate their  own  burthens. 

Mr.  Brand  allowed  that  the  West  India 
trade  was  entitled  to  relief,  and  would  be 
ready  to  fupport  any  relief  given  at  the 

general  expence  of  the  country.  What 
e  complained  of  wad  a  relief  proposed  to 
be  given  by  the  injury  and  oppression  of 
the  barley  counties.  A  committee  was 
not  to  be  appointed  to  revise  and  bring 
into  question  the  fundamental  principles 
of  public  economy,  so  decidedly  laid 
down  by  Hume,  Stuart,  and  Smith,  in  this 
country,  and  by  Turgot  and  Condorcet,  in 
France.  The  uncertain  wealth  of  specu- 
lation shoukl  not  be  supported  by  the  sa- 
crifice of  the  certain  benefits  of  agricul- 
ture. He  should  look  to  the  Report  nar- 
rowly, and  oppose  it  in  every  stage,  if,  as 
he  feared,  it  contained  a  recommendation 
to  prohibit  the  distillation  of  corn. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said  the 
committee  had  by  no  means  been  ap- 
pointed in  opposition  to  the  established 
principles  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gent, 
who  had  just  sat  down,  or  with  a  view  to 
consult  the  interests  of  the  colonies,  at  the 
expence  of  those  of  the  mother  country. 
The  circumstances  which  called  for  the 
investigation  of  the  committee,  were  of  a 
temporary  nature  ;  so  was  the  relief  pro- 
posed in  the  report.  These  circimistances 
applied  to  the  mother  country  as  well  as 
the  colonies,  and  so  did  the  relief ;  and 
so  far  was  it  from  being  intended  to  do 
any  premature  injury  to  agriculture,  that 
not  even  a  momentary  depression  of  the 
price  of  grain  was  to  take  place  without  a 
power  to  put  an  end  to  the  proposed  re- 
striction. He  would  express  lio  opinion  as 
to  the  propriety  of  canying  the  recom- 
mendation contained  in  the  report  into 
effect.  He  had  formed  no  opinion;  he 
had  avoided  torming  any  till  he  should 
have  the  whole  subject  and  evidence  before 
him  in  the  report.  The  committee  had 
been  appointed  to  consider  t^e  depressed 
state  of  the  West  India  produce,  and  what 
relief  could  be  afibrded  by  introducing  the 
use  of  sugar  into  the  distilleries,  or  by 
any  other  means.  The  committee  had 
taken  into  consideration  the  state  of  our  fo- 
reign trade,  and  the  probability  of  our  being 
foe  some  time  deprived  of  our  usual  su|>- 
plies  of  grain  from  abroad.  And  upon  the 
general  consideration  of  the  state  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  West  Indies,  the  report 
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ted  been  framed.  These  were  matters 
4vbich  it  was  no  absurdity  to  refer  to  a 
committee,  nor  to  receive  ft  report  upon 
ihem.  As  to  the  formation  of  the  com- 
mittee, it  was  made  up  of  country  gentk- 
jmeu,  general  merchants,  and  persons  con- 
liected  with  the  West  ladies.  So  far  was 
4.he  rumour  from  being  founded,  which 
jBtated  that  the  members  for  three  particu- 
lar counties  had  been  purposely  passed 
over,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  have 
pamed  a  member  for  one  of  those  coun- 
ties, (Norfolk)  if  he  had  noticed  hhn  in 
attendance  previous  to  the  appointment  of 
the  committee.  Of  four  members  added 
to  the  committee  subsequent  to  its  forma- 
tion, one  only  was  a  merchant,  distin- 
guished ior  his  information,  and  the  other 
three,  gentlemen  of  the  landed  interest, 
of  whom  one,  the  hon.  baronet  behind  him 
(sir  H.  Mildmay)  had  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  the  committee.  At  the  same  time 
^hat  he  professed  and  felt  so  great  regard 
for  the  interests  of  agriculture,  he  thought 
that  if  by  bringing  an  additional  article  of 
food  into  market,  a  former  article  should 
sustain  seme  falling  off,  there  would  yet 
]^e  no  reason  to  complain,  any  more  than 
iif  by  putting  three  or  four  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  waste  land  into  cultivation^ 
the  general  price  of  provisions  should  be 
reduced.  He  hoped  that  after  the  report 
should  be  printed,  and  a  reasonable  time 
aiTorded  for  its  consideration,  the  sense  of 
the  house  would  be  taken  upon  it,  in  order 
that  the  suspense  that  now  existed  should 
l|e  brought  to  an  end. 

Mr.  C.  Ellis  condemned  the  opposition 
shewn  to  the  report  as  premature;  the 
object  of  the  report  could  yet  be  scarcely 
known,  and  certainly  the  reasons  on  whicn 
that  object  was  founded,  and  the  regulations 
and  restrictions  by  which  the  proposed 
measure  was  to  be  accompanied,  were  not. 
He  was  satisfied,  that  no  member  of  the 
committee  would  have  voted  for  the  report, 
if  there  could  have  been  the  slightest  idea 
that  the  measure  proposed  would  be  inju- 
rious to  agriculture.  The  committee  was 
fairly  formeu  of  persons  selected  from 
every  interest,  and  framed  its  report  from 
the  best  view  of  the  general  situation  and 
cir^cumstances  of  the  country. 

Adbiiral  Harvey  declared  himself  satis- 
fied after  the  explanation  of  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer,  that  the  rumour  of 
the  members  for  the  corn  counties  hav- 
ing been  excluded  from  improper  motives^ 
was  without  foundation. 

Mr.  Windham  knew  nothing  of  the  Re- 


port bttt  its  snbdtance,  and  wcHild  reserve  a 
perfect  freedom  of  opinion  till  he  had 
particularly  examined  it.  He  thought  it 
right,  however,  to  observe,  that  the  illus- 
tration adduced  by  the  right  hon.  genu 
opposite  did  not  apply.  Bringing  an  ad* 
ditional  quantity  of  land  into  cultivatioa 
only  increased  the  supply  of  the  article, 
and  extended  the  competition  in  the 
market;  but,  in  this  case,  there  was  a 
prohibition  of  one  article,  and  an  exclu- 
sion of  one  set  of  dealers. 

Sir  JL  Sinclair  stated,  diat  the  agricul<* 
tural  part  of  the  coaunonity  throughout 
the  empire  had  felt  the  greatest  alarm  since 
the  conmiittee  had  been  formed.  It  was 
therefore  essential  that  the  iteport  shookl 
be  printed  as  speedily  as  possiblo,  and 
that  it  should  be  chrcnlatM  through  the 
country,  and  fall  tine  given  for  tbe  con- 
sideration of  it.  Then  the  sentiments  of 
the  farmers  and  iand-owners  might  be  con-^ 
veyed  to  parliament ;  the  case  would  be 
decided  on  en  attentive  view  of  the  whole 
of  the  merits;  end  the  landed  interest 
would  receive  that  protection  to  which  it 
was  entitled. 

Mr.  Mannrng  said,  the  attention  of  tht 
committee  was  always  directed  to  tbe  in- 
terests of  the  country,  as  well  as  to  those 
of  the  West  India  trade.  He  should  have 
felt  himself  unworthy  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  him  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  if 
he  had  acted  on  any  other  principle.  The 
measare  recommended  was  but  of  a  tem- 
porary nature,  to  be  in  force  for  twelve 
months  from  the  1st  of  July  next ;  and  if 
the  restriction  should  at  any  time  be  foend 
injurious  to  the  price  of  com,  it  might  be 
removed  without  delay.  But>  if  the  re- 
striction on  the  exportation  of  corn  fix)m 
the  port  of  Loadon  to  the  colonies  should 
be  taken  oQ',  the  landed  mterest  would 
gain  more  by  openiii^  that  trade  than  it 
could  by  any  possibility  suffer  from  tbe 
limitation,  tie  thought  it  right  to  state 
this  now,  to  correct  as  for  as  possible  the 
misconception  and  alarm  that  had  gone 
abroad.  Such  explanation  was  the  more 
essential,  as  frt>m  the  voluminous  nature  of 
the  Report,  it  would  be  a  long  time  before 
it  could  be  printed  and  circulated  in  such 
a  manner  as  td  do  itself  that  justice.  As  a 
proof  of  the  impartiality  that  regulated  the 
formation  of  the  Committee,  he  stated, 
that  he  did  not  know  his  name  was  on  the 
list  till  he  heard  it  pronounced  from  the 
chair.  Moat  of  the  merchltnts  on  the 
committee  were  wholly  anconnected  witH 
the  West^lodies. 
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Mr.  Mtd€od  stated,  that  the  greatest 
alarm  prevailed  in  the  county  he  repre- 
seated  (Ross),  aiid  the  adjoining  county 
of  Sutherland,  at  the  idea  of  the  measure 
recommended  in  this  report.  He  was  sure 
there  jvould  be  meetings,  and  petitions  to 
parliament  on  the  subject. 

Lord  Binning  then  gave  notice,  that  un- 
less some  other  person  should  offer  a  motion 
to  the  house  founded  on  the  Report,  he 
should  do  so  in  proper  time. 

[Stipendiary  Curates  Bill.]  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  in  a 
bill  to  encourage  the  residence  of  Stipen- 
diary Curates. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Ti^hr  would  be  glad  of  a 
provision  that  would  secure  even  the  resi- 
dence of  Curates ;  for  the  only  object  of 
manj  of  those  who  possessed  a  plurality 
of  livings,  was  to  get  the  duty  done  as 
cheaply  as  possible.  The  Clergy  Resi- 
dence act  had  in  a  great  measure  failed 
from  the  facility  of  procuring  licences.  He 
knew  an  instance  of  a  clergyman  who  had 
two  livings  in  different  parU  of  the  coun- 
try, who  procured  an  exemption  from  re- 
aiding  at  any  of  them ;  from  the  one  upon 
a  certificate  that  the  country  did  not  agree 
with  his  constitution,  and  from  the  other 
becaiMe  the  country  did  not  agree  with 
his  wife. — ^The  bill  was  then  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  committed  and  reported. 
[Finance.]  Mr.  Biddulph  having  main- 
tained,  on  a  former  night,  that  the  interest 
and  sinking  fund  for  the  sum  vranted  for 
the  serviceoftbe  year,might  be  found  with- 
out imposing  any  new  taxes  on  the  subject, 
had  to  propose  certain  Resolutions  with  a 
view  to  that  object,  which  he  hoped  the 
house  would  allow  to  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  to  be  printed,  in  order  to  their  being 
taken  into  consideration  on  a  future  day. — 
On  the  suggestion  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  it  was  agreed,  that  the 
Resolutions  should  be  read,  and  the  de- 
bate arising  on  them  adjourned  to  Friday 
fortnight.--Several  Besolutions  relating  to 
the  amount  of  Supplies  voted,  the  surplus  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  &c.  were  read  and 
disposed  of  accordingly,  but  on  a  Resolu- 
tion proposing  the  ^e  of  some  parts  of 
the  Hereditary  Revenue  of  the  crown. 

The  Speaker  stated,  that  it  was  contrary 
ta  precedent  that  the  house  should  inter- 
fere with  the  hereditary  revenue  of  the 
crowii,  without  the  autfaiority  of  a  special 
comnliunication  from  his  majesty. 

The  Chancellcr  cf  the  EsBchequtr  said  his 
majesty  had  njot  been  consulted. 
Mr.  BidduJph  proposed  to  reconcile  .this 


proposition  to  the  forms  of  the  house,  by 
making  it  the  subject  of  a  recommenda- 
tion, or  in  some  other  way,  so  as  to  have 
it  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Lethbridge  hoped  the  hoa.  gent 
would  withdraw  his  motion.  It  waa 
quite  improper  to  think  of  interfering  with 
the  hereditary  revenue,  without  his  ma- 
jesty's permission,  intimated  either  by  a 
special  message  or  by  his  confidential 
advisers. 

Mr.  Biddtdph  refused  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  and  thought  the  difficulties  of  form 
ought  to  be  accommodated  rather  than 
made  a  bar  to  the  consideration  of  a  pro- 
position, the  object  of  which  was  to  save' 
the  subject  from  any  additional  burthens^ 
this  year.     As  certain  property,  such  at 
warehouses  and  legal  quays,  had  been  pur-* 
chased  by  money  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  and  vested  in  his  majesty,  so  he 
thought  parts  of  the  other  property  of  the^ 
crown  might  be  granted  for  the  service  of* 
the  public.     He  did  not. mean  to  touch 
any    property   essential   to  the    dignity, 
splendour,  or  comfort  of  the  crown.     The 
property  he  alluded  to  consisted  chiefly 
of  detached  houses  and  small  pieces  of* 
land  in  Piccadilly,  and  other  parts  of  the 
town,  to  the  sale  bf  which  he  could  not ' 
see  any  good  ground  of  opposition.     He 
would  give  a  scnedule  of  this  property  in 
due  time.    It  consisted,  first  of  property 
attended  with  constant  loss;  secondly,  of 
trifling  rents,  which  had  constantly  de- 
clined in  value  from  the  time  of  rhiirp 
and  Mary,  when  they  were  worth  5,100/. 
to  the  present  time,  when  they  were  worth 
only  1500/.  and  still  faHing  ofl*;  thirdly, 
of  detached  houses,  such  as  he  before  allud- 
ed to.    This  species  of  property  was  un- 
available, either  to  the  dignity  or  interest 
of  the  crown,  and  he  was  sure  his  majesty 
would  have  no  difficulty  to  make  it  matter 
of  arrangement  to  alleviate  the  burthens  of 
his  people. 

The  Speaker  repeated  the, impediment  in 
point  of  form. 

The  Chancellor  qftjie  Ezcheqtter  expressed 
his  readiness  to  abandon  the  Bills  he  had 
introduced  to  provide  for  the  interest  and 
sinking  fund  for  the  sums  wanted  fbr  the 
public  service,  if  the  hon.  gent,  could  de- 
vise means  of  answering  these  claims  with- ' 
out  new,  taxes.  He  would  be  grateful, 
even,  for  any  suggestion  that  could  t*»nd 
to  diminish  the  taxes*  be  had  felt  himself' 
called  upon  to  propose ;  but  he  did  not 
see  how  what  the^  hon.  gent,  proposed,  so 
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far  as  he  understood  it,  applied  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  present  year.  It  was  true, 
that  some  unproductive  parts  of  the  here- 
ditary revenue  had  already  been  sold ;  but 
it  was  by  the  advice  of  the  crown,  and  in 
consequence  .of  recommendations  founded 
upon  proper  inquiries  and  investigation. 
It  was  true  that  legal  quays  and  ware- 
houses had  been  purchased  by  the  public 
and  vested  in^the  crown,  and  that  consi- 
derable sums  had  been  paid  for  them  to  the 
amount  of  3  or  4^0,000/.  But  though  the 
public  mrght  have  thought  it  rieht  to  pur- 
chase at  a  high  price,  for  public  accom- 
modation; the  good  will  of  individuals  who 
had  a  vested  right  in  these  possessions,  it 
did  not  follow  that. the  property  was  of 
that  value,  or  that  it  would  produce  near 
80  fnuch  on  a  re-sale.  With  respect  to  the 
parts  of  the  hereditary  revenue,  which  the 
non.  gent,  wished  to  make  subject  to  par- 
liamentary disposal,  it  was  now  matter  of 
consideration  with  the  surveyors  and 
commissioners  under  the  direction  of  the 
crown,  how  to  dispose  of  the  unprofitable 
part  of  this  revenue,  and  to  vest  the  pro- 
duce in  profitable  property.  It  was,  how- 
ever, a  step  that  ou^ht  not  to  be  taken 
without  mature  consideration.  Though 
there  was  an  impediment  of  ^m,  which 
precluded  the  house  irom  entertaining  the 
Resolution,  the  hon.  gent,  mi^ht  rest  • 
assured  that  his  suggestion  would  not  be 
left  unattended  to. 

Mr.  Bidduhh  replied,  that  he  was  very 
willing  to  wiUidraw  the  resolution,  if  the 
rt.  hon.  gent,  would  endeavour  to  procure 
for  the  object  of  it  the  recommendation  of 
the  crown. — On  the  suggestion  of  the 
Speaker,  the  last  Resolution  was  with- 
drawn, and  the  consideration  of  the  other 
Resolutions  was  postponed  to  the  25th  of 
this  month. 

[Irish  Protestant  Charity  Schools.] 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply 
was  received,  and  the  Resolutions  were 
agreed  to. — Upon  the  Resolution  for  grant- 
ing 20,000/.  to  the  Protestant  Charter 
schools  of  Ireland, 

Mr.  Pamell  rose  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  a  circumstance  respecting 
those  institutions  he  had  before  alluded 
to,  and  which  he  thought  ought  to  be  re- 
dressed. A  sort  of  Catechism  had  been 
composed  for  those  schools,  called  the '  Pro- 
testant Catechism,'  vvhich  did  not  dwell, 
as  the  Catechisms  we  were  best  acquainted 
with,  upon  prayers,  creed,  or  command- 
ments, but  went  almost  entirely  to  abuse 
the  tenets  of  the  Catholic  church,  which 


l^ere  completely  misrepresented  in  it. 
Almost  all  the  assertions  which  were  in 
this  book  respecting  the  doctrines  of  the 
Catholic  religion  were  completely  unfound- 
ed ;  they  were  in  contradiction  to  the 
doctrines  which  the  Catholic  children 
learned  in  their  prayer  book,  and  which 
the  Catholic  body  professed  and  avowed. 
He  then  read  several  extracts  firom  this 
'  Protestant  Catechism,'  as  it  was  called 
and  compared  them  with  the  Catholic 
prayer  book,  and  with  the  declaration  so- 
lemnly subscribed  by  the  Catholics.  The 
effect  of  impressing  such  gross  misrepre- 
sentations on  the  minds  of  young  chilaren 
could  be  only  to  increase  those  religious 
animosities  which  every  good  n^an  wished 
to  allay  as  much  as  possible.  Among  the 
doctrines  which  2000  children  were  now 
taught  at  those  Protestant  charter  schools, 
were  these  '  that  che  body  of  the  Catholics 
conceived  that  no  allegiance  was  d'ue  to 
the  king,  and  that  faith  was  not  to  be  kept 
with  heretics.'  It  was  evident,  that  they 
must  hate  those  whom  they  conceived  ca- 
pable of  entertaining  such  sentiments.  At 
a  time  when  the  liberality  of  parliament 
was  appealed  to  in  support  of  this  institu- 
tion, be  conceived  it  would  be  a  proper 
time  to  reform  this  abuse,  and  to  prevent 
such  a  Catechism  being  taught  at  these 
schools. 

Sir  A.  Welicsley  was  sorry  that  this  sub* 
ject  had  been  drawn  into  discussion  in  that 
house.  It  had'  already  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  the  Board  of  Education,  who 
would  probably  give  directions  respecting 
it.  He  certainly  never  had  seen  the '  Pro- 
testant Catechism,'  nor  was  he  acquainted 
with  those  documents  which  the  hon.  gent, 
quoted  to  refute  it ;  but  he  thought,  that 
when  he  had  stated  what  was  taught  in 
some  schools,  he  ought  also  to  have  stated 
what  was  taught  in  others.  He  had  been 
informed,  that  at  several  Catholic  schools 
children  had  been  taught  to  read,  not  in 
the  Bible,  but  in  Paine's  Rights  of  Man, 
and  in  books  which  gave  an  account  of 
what  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  had 
sufiered  from  the  Protestants.  Such  an 
education  as  this  would  breed  thf^m  up  in 
a  fixed  and  rooted  hatred  to  Protestants. 

Mr.  Gratian  bore  testimony  to  the  good 
management  of  the  charter  schools  ia 
other  respects  ;  but  he  condemned  this 
'  Protestant  Catechism,'  which  had  beea 
composed  for  their  use.  Among  other  ex- 
tracts which  he  read  from  it  was  one  whure 
the  child  is  asked,  was  there  any  salvation 
for  persons   in  the   communion   of  the 
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church  of  Rome  V  The  answer  to  it  was  in 
8ub5t9nce, '  that  their  souls  were  in  great 
hazard  ii  they  did  not  embrace  the  Tight 
when  it  was  offered  them,  and  abjure  the 
errors  in  which  they  were  brought  up/ 
-  Mr.  EUtat  read  from  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic prayer-book,  which  was  published 
by  the  sanction  of  the  four  Catholic  arch- 
bishops of  Ireland,  and  which  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  a)]  the  Catholic  children  of 
that  country,  doctrines  totally  different 
from  those  which  had  been  imputed  to 
them  in  this  '  Protestant  Catechism.'  The 
precepts  in  the  Catholic  prayer-book 
were  ailegidnce  to  the  king,  and  respect 
to  existing  govei-nments.  In  that  part  of 
it  which  related  to  love  and  charity  to  our 
neigl>bours,  the  question  is  put  to  the  Ca- 
tholic child,  'Who  is  your  neighbour?' 
the  answer  is, '  mankind  of  every  persua- 
sion, and  we  are  hound  to  love  those  who 
difler  from  us  in  opinion,  and  even  those 
who  injure  us.' 

Sir  J,  Newport  thought  that  it  was  no 
sort  of  excuse  for  such  doctrines  being 
taught  in  our  charter-schools,  which  were 
national  institutions,  under  the  controul  of 
government,  and  paid  by  the  public,  to 
say  that  at  some  obscure  Catholic  school 
doctrines  as  mi.<«chievous  were  taught.  He 
thought  his  hon.  friend  had  done  very 
ri^ht  in  bringing  the  business  forward  in 
this  manner,  as  it  was  often  by  the  ani- 
madversions of  the  public  that  the  grossest 
abuses  were  corrected.  It  was  not  above 
14  years  ago  when  no  children  could  be 
educated  at  those  Protestant  charter 
schools  but  the  children  of  popish  parents, 
and  it  was  very  lately  a  custom  to  send 
the  chiklren  from  the  South  of  Ireland  to 
the  North,  and  change  their  names  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  (Sfall  intercourse  with 
their  parents  or.  relations.  Those  abuses 
had  been  hitherto  principally  corrected 
by  becoming  subjects  of  general  conver- 
sation and  censure. 

Coionel  Barry  supposed  it  possible  that 
this  '  Protestant  Catechism'  might  have 
been  composed  before  the  Catholics  for- 
mally and  solemnly  disavowed  the  senti- 
ments imputed  to  them. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  (knight  of  Kerry)  said, 
that  Mr.  Parnell  had  been  absolutely  ob- 
liged to  bring  the  matter  before  the  house, 
as  he  had  been  defied  to  .produce  such  a 
Cateohisni  at  the  time  he  alluded  to  it 
The  Catechism  had  now  been  produced, 
and  it  wtis  a  composition  only  fit  for  a 
Portuguese  Jesuit,  in  the  lOth  century.  K 
IgaatiHs  Loyola  had  now  been  alive^  and 
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was  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for  Ire- 
land, he  must  ha?e  been  quite  ashamed  to 
defend  a  Catechism  like  this.  Its  object 
was  evidently  to  institute  a  hatred  for 
every  person  of  a  different  religious  creed ; 
and  when  we  were  asked  to  pay  20,000/. 
per  annum  for  those  schools,  it  was  time 
to  require  that  the  Catechism  should  be 
laid  aside. 

Mr.  Pam^ll  said,  that  he  had  not  in- 
tended to  find  fault'  with  any  thing  else  in 
these  institutions,  abd  having  mentioned 
this  matter  publickly,  he  should  not  refuse 
to  vote  the  sum  named  in  the  resolution.— 
Tlie  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

[Petitions  against  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil.] The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
having  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
house  going  into  a  committee  on  the  Peti- 
tions against  the  Orders  in  Council,  and 
the  house  having  gone  into  a  committee, 
several  witnesses  were  called  in  to  answer 
the  evidence  in  support  of  these  petitions. 
— The  house  resumed,  and  the  chairman 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  Tuesday 
se'nnight,  with  an  understanding  that  the 
evidence  in  support  of  the  Orders  was  then 
closed,  and  that  the  witnesses  which  had 
been  named  on  a  former  day  by  Mr. 
Tierney  should  then  attend. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday,  April  14. 

[Minutes.]  Two  new  writs  were  or^ 
dered  to  be  issued,  one  for  the  borough  of 
St.  Mawes,  in  the  room  of  Scrope  Barnard, 
esq.  who  has  accepted  of  the  office  of 
steward  ef  the  Chiltem  hundreds ;  ih%, 
other  for  the  borough  of  Wareham,  in  the 
room  of  sir  G.  T.  Calcraft,  who  has  ac- 
cepted his  majesty's  hundreds  of  East 
Hendred. — Mr.  Graham  presented  a  peti* 
tion  from  the  South  London  water  works 
company  against  the  Vauxhall  bridge  bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  Sir  /.  C.  Hip^ 
pisley  begged  to  put  a  question  to  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  the  absence 
of  a  noble  viscount  who  had  brought  in 
this  bill ;  which  was,  Whether  any  excep- 
tion was  to  be  made  in  favour  of  those  bal* 
loted  men,  who  had  relied  on  the  faith  of 
parliament  for  not  being  again  called  upon 
till  the  lists  of  their  respective  parishes 
were  exhausted  ?  For  such  was  the  con- 
struction of  the  law :  and  gentlemen,  like 
himself,  who  had  acted  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  late  Mili^ 
Transfer  bill,  had  witnessed  the  anxiety 
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The  ChanceUor  qftke  Exch<^9uer  could  aot 
r^soWe  the  (^ue«tiQB>  from  his  recollection 
of  the  prov48ioQB  of  the  bill. 

Sir  /..  C.  Hippi$Uy  observed^  that  hiB  ptit 
the  question,  not  merely  from  knowHig 
how  idt^esting  the  result  must  be  to  those 
who  stood  in  this  predicament,  but  also  in 
complianpe  with  a  requisition  which  had 
l^eea  made  to  him.*— Adjourned  till  Tues- 
day the  26th  instant. 


HOUSB   OF   COMMONS.  ; 

Tueida^,  April  26. 

[Iri^u  Cl^kgy  Residence  Bill.]  On 
the  order  of  the  day  ^  the  second  reading 
of  the  Irish  Clergy  Residence  bi)l» 

Sir  Jck»  Navport  said,  he  fully  concurred 
in  the  measure,  to  far  as  it  went :  but 
this  bill  fell  rery  far  short  of  the  efficient 
purposes  for  which  it  had  been  framed. 
Hei  thought  it  should  make  more  ample 
provisioi^  for  curates,  who,  in  cane  of  the 
^Qiv*residencf  of  the  rectors,  would  have; 
tp  dp  the  whol^  of  the  duty,  and  that  the 
pt^yvei^  of  dispensing  with,  or  enforcing 
residence,  should  not  rei^t  with  the  bishops. 
The  person  w1m>  did  not  reside  on  tiis 
living,  ought  to  give  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  profits  to  him  who  did  reside,  and 
who  performed  the  duty.  He  was  also  at 
a  loss  to  know  why  this  biU  contained  no 

KkvisioB^to  augment  the  sflaries  of  cOrates. 
e  hon.  baronel  then  stated  instances  of 
curates  haYing  no  more  thw  20i.  or  25/. 
a  year. 

Sir  A.  WelMpyj  in  ceply,  said*  that  it 
waa  \^  intention  to  propose  an  augmen- 
tation to  the  salaries  of  tde  curates  m  Ire- 
land ;  ^hich  h»^  ahould  do,  either  in  the 
committee  on  the  bill  of  his  ri^t  hon. 
frien4«  or  by  a  separate  biU.  With  res- 
pect to  the  hpn.  baronet's  observation 
against  ^nting  power  to  bishops  to  dis- 
pense with  residenoe,  he  weft  amid  that, 
as  plui^alities  muist  exist  in  Ireland,  in  eon- 
sequence  of  the  preseat  state  of  the  church 
tb^re,  it  would  be  imp^ble  to  enforce 
residence  in  every  instance. 
.  The  ChmeeUar  qf  ^  :^hfifim  said,  his 
right  honl.frieaad  had  considerably  limited 
t^e  cases  where  i^n^cresideace  wsa  allowed 
in  keland.  AjbA  it  wouli^  be  fov  parlia- 
ment hereafter  to  see  hew  .(m  the  powet 
of  dispan^ii^  with  iraffidence  had  been  e«- 
tftndedr  Moth  respect  to  the  ^nrates  of 
I^el^d,  it  was  bis  wish  thai  the  provisico^ 
f^  mijgnei»tin|(  tbnir  aaltdea  fSmiA  be 


coBSolidated'intQ  a  bill  of  a  nmilaff  kind 
for  encreasing  the  salaries  of  the  curatas  im 
£n^and.-^The  bill  was  then  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  m 
Thursday. 

[Petition  op  the  East  Indu  Com* 
PANY.]  Mr.  C.  GtwU  ptesented  a  Petition 
of  the  Untied  Company  of  MerchanU  of 
England  trading  to  the  £ast  Indies,  setting 
forth, 

<'  That  the  petitioners,  for  many  years 
last  past,  hav«  been  entitled  to,  and  hava 
earned  on,  and  are  now  entitled  to>  and 
carry  on,  the  sole  and  exclusive  trade  be* 
tween  the  United  Kinsdom  of  Great  Bri« 
Uin  and  Ireland  and  we  East  Indies  and 
China  ;  and  the  petitioners  are  also  in 
the  possession  of  certain    territories   in 
the  East  Indies  yielding  a  Urge  annual 
revenue,  the  immediate    pvernrnent  of 
which  territories  is  exercised  under  the 
orders  of  the  Co^rt  of  Directors  of  the  pe* 
titioners ;   but  the  supreme  superinten* 
deuce,  diroctien,  and  controul  of  all  acts, 
operations,    uid  concerns  which  in  any 
way  relate  to  tiJue  civil  or  military  govern* 
ment  and  revenue  of  the  said  tnnatorias, 
has  been  for  many  years  past,  and  is  nam 
vested  in  the  Board  of  Commissioners  ap« 
pointed  by  his  n^esty  for  the  Affiiri  ef 
India,  according  to  the  act  of  parliament 
in  that  case  made  and  provided :— That 
the  petitioners'  c(»2cernB  are  prinapall^  of 
^o  kinds,  ome  of  which  regards  the  civU 
and  military  government  of  the  said  terri* 
to|ry,  its  political  relations,  and  the  Indian 
debt   incurred  in  respect   thereof;    iha 
other  ef  which  regards  the  eoaunerce  eari 
ried  on  by  the  petitioners,  and  the  debts 
and    credits    ^  the  petitioners   relating 
thereto  :**-That  the  petitioners,  beingesia* 
blisbed  by  law  as  the  only  channel  ol  comn 
mercial  intercourse  between  his  msues^^ , 
domimons  and  the  East  Indies  and  Choiay 
the  legislature  hasi,  from  time  to  tim%  im<« 
posed  restrictions  upon  the  powers  which 
the  petitioners^  as  a  corporation,  miffht 
otherw¥»e  have  exercised,  and  has  provided 
regulations  for  the  conduct  of  the  eoacems 
of  the  petitioners,  and  particulariy  with 
respect  to  the  raising  of  money  at  home 
for  these  purposes ;  by  /reason  whereof, 
and  by  reason  that  the  petitioners'  con* 
cerns  are  intimately  connected  with  4iosq 
of  ^  public,  and  are  of  a  nature  and  9iag<* 
•  nitude  which  cannot  be  mana^d  by  the 
!  means  apfdicabte  to  those  of  inditiduai^ 
the  petitioners  have  been  obligell,  on  iidn 
ferent;  emergencies,  from  time  Uptime,  ta 
^M^y  ^  ^  ho^iM  foe  reU«£  on  vmni 
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points  :— That,  in  the  course  of  Uie  last 
attd  the  present  war,  the  petitioners  hare ' 
incurred  farious  expences  for  expeditions 
from  the  continent  of  India  to  the  French, 
Dutch,  indteiMh  Islands  in  the  Indian 
Sea^  and  to  Eeypt,  under  the  instrwetrons 
of  his  majestjTs  go^wnment,  which  ex- 
pences were  advanced  upon  the  reliance 
of  the  pstttioners  that  they  were  to  be 
Mljr  reinihursed  by  the  public,  and  diffe- 
rent turns  have  at  difierent  times  -been 
issued  tathe  petitioners  in  re^ct  thereof ; 
Borerthetess  the  petitioners  claim  that  a 
large  bataoce  is  stiU  doe  to  the  petitioners 
on  that  account: — ^That  the  petitioners 
were,  on  the  1st  of  March  last,  indebted 
to  his  majesty  for  Customs  and  ior  Bxcise, 
to  the  amount  of  1,4]0»25«/.  and  are  still 
nt  this  time  indebted  to  his  majesty  on  the 
said  account  in  the  sum  of  770,000/. ;  and, 
njposk  a  prospective  estimate  of  the  pecu- 
HMry  transactions  of  the  petitioners  in  Eng- 
land, from  the  1st  of  March  last  to  the  1st 
of  March  1809,  it  appears  that  the  pay- 
ments,  including  the  said  debts  to  his  ma* 
jesty.  So  he  made  by  the  petitioners  within 
that    pefiod,  will   exceed  the  probable 
amount  of  their  receipts  within  the  same 
period  by  the  sum  of  2,435,1 85/.  or  there- 
nbout,  not  including  in  the  said  receipts 
any  part  of  the  bdance  which  may  ap* 
I>ear  to  be  due  by  the  public  to  the  peti* 
tioners  ;  atid  it  vvoald  he  highly  incon- 
yenient  and  disadvantageous  that  the  peti- 
tioners should  raise  the  whole  of  that  sum 
W  the  means  now  in  theif  power  :-^That 
the  petitioners  are  not  conscious  of  having 
creMed  or  aggravated  the  ftnaneial  pres- 
sore  which  the  petitioners  now  feel,  but  that 
the  same  has  been  pvoduoed  by  a  combinsh 
tion  of  the  following  causes ;  that  is  to  say : 
}.  The  vast  amount  of  the  IMyt  accumu- 
lated in  bidia  in  respect  ef  the  territorial 
poasessions,  and  the  high  rate  of  interest 
which  ^m^  Pebt  hears,  the  elects  of 
which  have  been  to  intercept  the  surplus 
of  the  Indian  Revenue  intended  by  par- 
liament to  he  deriv>ed  from  thence  to  the 
conmierce  of  Uie  petitionef^  and  to  ecca- 
siott  large  drafts  on  ^o  petitiowers  at  home 
for  payment  ot  interest  on  the  said  BeW, 
as  wed  as  payments  for  polvtical  charges 
tmpertaining  to  the  Indian  territory  out  of 
the  home  mds  of  the  petitioners :   2.  The 
ipery  large  sums  advMced  by  tite  peti- 
tioners for  the  expeditions  from  India  be- 
fore-mentioned^ part  of  which  was  bor- 
renfod  in  India  at  n  high  rate  of  interest ; 
-^S.  The  deterioration  oecasionei  in.the 
nflhimef  the  petitioaeNhyn  state  ofBcK 


ropean  vtrar  stnoe  1795,  undei*  tl^  follows 
ing  heads :  1st,  in  freight  and  demunkge, 
which,  in  the  course  ef  14  years,  hav0 
created  an  increase  of  expence  to  the  pe- 
tttioners  h^  the  s^m  of  7,000^000/.  sterl- 
ing ;  8d,  m  the  increassd  cost  of  die  ma- 
nufoctures  of  t)M  country  exported  by  the 
petitioneis,  to  the  annual  amount,  on  an 
average  of  15  years  from  1795-4,  of  about 
1,090,000/.  sterling,  which  increase  has 
not  been  counterbalanced  hy  an  increase 
in  the  selling  prices  abroad  of  the  same 
goods,  nor  bj  diminution  in  the  cost  oi 
goods  purchased  abroad  for  importation 
into  Bigland;  Sd,  in  diminution  of  profits 
on  the  Indian  investments  hemevrard :— ^ 
4.  The  large  supplies  in  goods  and  buHien 
sent  out  to  India  and  China  by  the  peti- 
tioners between  the  y^ears  1S02  and  1800, 
exceeding  very  considerably  the  returns 
which  have  been  made  thea  hi  the  cor- 
responding number  of  veers ;  those  sup-' 
plies  vrers  originally  Aimiidied  for   the 
purpose  of  kicreasinff  the  investments  of 
the  petitionera^  in  order  that  by  increased 
commercial   profits,  joined  to  increased 
revenue  savmgs,  the  Indian  debt  might  b9 
Tn  part  hqnidated ;  but  in  the  yean  ISOf 
and  1804,  when  those  supplies  arrived  }n 
India,  great  part  thereof  particuhwly  of 
the  buHien,  was  absorbed  by  the  expencee 
of  the  war  then  carried  on  against  the 
Mahrattas;  and  in  1805  to  aid  the  Indian 
finances  ef  the  petitioners  in  the  said  war, 
they  still  sent  large  supplies  of  ballion» 
besides  the  usual  exports  of  goods,  whieb. 
latter  vrsM  ake,  to^assist  the  manufectnius 
of  this  country,  continued  to  be  exported 
upon  an  extended  scale  to  Indin  and  Chinn 
in  IS06>  all  which  exports  in  the  saidr 
several  years  are  among  the  more  imme- 
diate causes  of  the  pressure  now  foh  upon 
the  home  finances  of  the  petitioners,  the 
returns  hitherto  received  for  the  said  ex- 
ports foiling,  as  already  observed>  for  shore 
of  their  amount: — 5.  The  compaimi/vely 
sSMdt  investments  which  were  sent  home 
to- the  petitioners  from  India^  during  the 
years  1805-4-5,  whereas,  if  investments  ti» 
proportion  even  to  the  amount  usaal  in 
preceding  years  had  been  sent  home  they 
could  tbenn&ve  been  sold,  and  would  have 
produced  a  considerable  inttox  of  nmney 
mto  the  petitioners^  treasury  in  England, 
which  would  have  been  ready  to  have 
coonteraoied  the  efiect  of  the  very  smalt 
sales  which  in  the  present  state  of  iLorope 
can  only  be  made,  and  which  fends  to  the 
forther  embarrassment  of  the  afibirs  ef  the 
petitioners  ^«^.  That  anterior  to*  the  pe^ 
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riod  of  1802  mentioned  under  the  4th 
head,  and  during  a  period  of  ten  years, 
from  1797  to  1807,  the  advances  ipade 
out  of  the  petitioners'  funds  at  home,  for 
supplies  in  goods  and  bullion  sent  to  India 
and  China  for  payment  of  bills  of  exchange 
drav\n  uppn  the  petitioners  from  thence, 
and  for  sums  paid  in  England  on  account 
of  political  and  military  charges  apper- 
taining to  the  Indian  territory,  have  very 
largely  exceeded  all  the  returns  received 
in  the  corresponding  period  from  the  said 
countries,  which  by  an  account  carefully 
made  out  appear  to  be  indebted  to  the 
home  concern  in  the  said  period  to  an 
amount  exceeding  five  millions  sterling. — 
That  the  petitioners  do  not  presume  to  re- 
quest the  interposidon  of  the  house  to  aid 
them  in  their  present  emergency,  without 
at  the  same  time  shewing  their  unquestion- 
able ability  to  discharge  all  their  present 
debts  in  England,  and  to  repay  whatever 
the  house  may  in  its  wisdom  think  fit  to 
assist  them  with  ;  for,  indepeddent  of  the 
Indian  Debt  which  the  petitioners  submit 
is  justlv  chargesi^ie  on  the  Indian  terri- 
tory, the  pefitiouers  beg  leave  to  state 
that,  on  the  Ist  of  March  last,  the  sum 
total  of  debts,  carrying  interest  and  not 
carrying  interest,  owing  by  the  petitioners 
in  England,  then  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
9,122,(j21/.  (not  including  the  amount  of 
their  capital  stock,  but  including  the  debts 
hereinbefore  mentioned  to  be  due  to  his 
majesty  for  Customs  and  Excise),  and  the 
suna  owing  by  the  public  to  the  petitioners, 
taking  the  same  as  it  stands  in  the  annual 
accounts  at  2,400,000/.  and  other  good 
debts  due  to  them  in  England,  together 
with  the  value  of  the  petitioners'  goods 
now  unsold  in  their  warehouses,  and  of  the 
petitioner's  houses,  warehouses,  and  other 
property  in  England,  amount  to  the  sum 
of  14,149,623/.;  and  moreover,  the  peti- 
tioners certainly  expect  further  goods  from 
Lidia  and  China  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent year  to  the  amount  of  5,271,000/. 
which,  added  to  the  last-mentioned  sum, 
will  make  their  actual  property  in  £!ngland 
amount  to  19,420,623/.  from  which  the 
deb^  aforesaid  being  deducted,  there  will 
remain  a  balance  of  10,298,002/. ;  but  tak- 
ing only  the  amount  of  the  goods  now  un- 
sold in  their  warehouses,  being  7,815,305/. 
and  the  amount  of  goods  to  be  expected 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  beiiig  5,27 1 ,000/. 
both  will  make  an  aggregate  of  property 
amounting  to  13,086,305/.  and  if  from  this 
be  deducted  the  estimated  amount  of  sales 
in  the  coarse  of  the  ycar^  there  will  still 


remain  at  the  end  of  the  year  goods  to  the 
amount  of  8,307,092/.  as  a  security  for  any 
loan  that,  may  be  made  : — ^l^hat  the  various 
Accounts  and  Estimates  necessary  to  sup- 
port an  application  by  the  petitioners  to 
the  house  tor  relief  in  the  premises  could 
not  be  made  out  in  time  for  the  petiti(Hiers 
to  prepare  and  present  a  petition  thereon 
beiore  the  time  limited  for  receiving  pri-* 
vate  petitions  was  elapsed ;  and  therefore 
praying,  that  in  consideration  of  the  cir-. 
9umstances  of  their  case,  leave  may  be 
granted  to  them  now  to  present  to  the 
house  their  petition,  praying  that  the  house 
will  be  pleased  to  take  the  matters  afore- 
said into  their  consideration,  and  to  grant 
to  the  Petitioners  such  relief  in  the  pre- 
mises as  their  case  may  require,  and  to  the 
house  shall  seem  meet." — ^I'he  Petition  be- 
ing read  by  the  clerk, 

Mr.  Grant  said,  that  as  the  affairs  of  the 
East  India  Company  were  already  under 
the  consideration  of  a  committee  of  that 
.house,  which  was  then  employed  in  inves- 
tigating tliem,  he  would  move.  That  the  Pe- 
tition be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  M,  A,  Toyhr  said,  although  he 
should  be  inclined  to  bow  to  any  recom- 
mendation of  that  committee,  yet  he  could 
not  help  thinking  the  most  fair  way  would 
be  to  refer  thb  Petition  to  a  special  com- 
mittee, as  it  appeared  to  be  a  question  of 
very  great  importance,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  East  India  Company 
were  preferring  a  claim  or  a  demand.  He 
thought  that  as  such  a  full  investigation  was. 
necessary,  the  hon.  gent,  who  presented 
this  petition  ought  to  have  given  the  house 
a  regular  notice  of  his  intention  to  refer  it 
to  the  consideration  and  investigation  of 
a  committee.  He  did  not  wish  to  enter 
into  any  discussion  of  East  India  affhira 
at  present,  but  he  thought  that  when  the 
house  were  to  be  induced  to  agree  that 
such  a  sum  should  be  given  away,  the  case 
ought  not  to  be  submitted  to  them  in  such 
a  thin  house.  In  the  most  common  cases 
such  notices  had  uniformly  been  given,  and 
was  it  not  absurd  to  endeavour,  under 
other  circumstances,  to  make  the  house 
sanction  and  encourage  a  demand  to  that 
extent  upon  the  public  ?  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, thai  a  regular  notice  would  yet  be 
given,  for  he  could  not  so  permit  one  shil- 
ling of  his  constituents  to  go  towards  the 
East  India  company.  He  had  been  formerly- 
one  of  the  East  India  committee,  and  then 
thought,  as  he  still  did  think,  that  thatcom^ 
pany  was  a  monopoly  that  ought  not  Ions 
to  exist.    Thi«  was  a  question  which  woul^ 
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yet  come  to  be  discussed ;  but  he  could 
not  permit  aiiy  question  of  this  kind  to  go 
on  without  reminding  the  house  of  the  fal- 
lacious hopes  that  had  been  held  out,  that 
the  East  India  Company  would  be  able 
to  assist  the  funds  of  this  country  upon  a 
future  occasion.  In  what  way,  he  would 
ask  the  house,  were  they  to  do  it  ?  Had 
they  any  means  of  doing  so  when  such 
claims  were  submitted  ?  The  Committee 
now  sitting  would,  no  doubt,  make  out 
their  Report  in  the  most  judicious  manner; 
but  unless  he  should  see  vouchers  and  ac- 
counts laid  before  the  public,  in  the  same 
manner  as  private  merchants  would  do 
were  they  submitting  similar  claims,  ami 
not  the  mere  statement  that  they  had  re- 
sources here  and  resources  in  India,  he  for 
one  codd  not  be  convinced  of  their  actual 
capability*  Having  had  access  to  their 
papers,  he  could  not  help  thinking  this 
monopoly  was  a  drawback  to  the  general 
trade  of  the  country,  by  aiibrding  the 
Americans  to  draw  off  one.  half  of  our 
trade,  and  tended  to  prevent  it  in  future 
from  becoming  more  extensi  ve.  He  thought 
it  was,  therefore,  the  indispensable  duty 
of  ministers  to  iiKpure,  whether,  under 
such  circumstances,  they  should  propose 
to  parliament  to  renew  the  company's 
charter,  which  would  expire  in  1811  ?  He 
was  one  of  those  who  would  never  consent 
to  the  renewal  of  that  charter  for  another 
three  years  after  that  year,  provided  he 
had  then  a  seat  in  that  house. 

Mr.  Creevey  thought  the  house  under 
obligations  to  his  hon.  friend,  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  brought  this  subject 
forward.  Being  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee for  inquiring  into  the  afiairs  of  the  India 
company,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
documents  which  enabled  him  to  form  an 
opinicm,  that  the  Company  never  would  be 
able  to  repay  the  loan  they  were  now  call- 
iog  on  parliament  to  gprant.  There  was  a 
deficit  in  the  present  year's  account  of  no 
less  than  three  millions ;  and  what  reason 
was  there  to  suppose  that  the  Company 
would  not  come  next  year  and  call  for  ano- 
ther loan  ?  If  the  money  they  called  for 
now  was  granted,  it  must  be  considered  as 
a  gift,  and  not  as  a  loan.^  It,  therefore,  was 
necessary'  immediately  to  consider  whe- 
ther the  monopoly  ought  to  be  renewed. 
The  Company  was  now  carrying  on  a 
trade  without  any  surplus  revenue*  by  bor- 
rowing money  at  a  hi^h  interest.  Their 
trade  was  daily  decreasmg,  and  the  Ame- 
ricans had  become  their  rivals  in  it*  Some 
weans  ahould  be  devised  to  stop  this  Ame-  I 


rican  trade>  in  order  that  it  might  be  trans- 
ferred to  British  subjects.  With  an  an- 
nual loss  in  trade,  the  company  was 
obliged  to  borrow  money  annually  to  pay 
the  dividends  to  the  holders  of  stock. 
Therefore,  until  the  monopoly  was  entirely 
put  an  end  to,  there  ought  to  be  a  limita- 
tion of  stock,  and  a  stop  put  to  the  pay- 
ment of  dividends,  unless  the  same  could 
be  paid  out  of  the  profits. 

Sir  John  Ncxcport  considered  the  sum 
now  demanded  as  nothing  less  than  a  gift ; 
and  as  Ireland  must  be  obliged  to  con- 
tribute a  part  of  it^  he  would  now  lay  his 
claim  on  behalf  of  Ireland,  to  a  revision 
of  the  act  by  which  Ireland  gave  up  her 
right  to  any  part  of  the  trade  to  India,  in 
order  that  she  mi^ht  receive  remunera- 
tion for  her  losses  m  consequence  of  this 
monopoly.  This  was  the  opinion  of  all  the 
commercial  bodies  in  Ireland,  who  felt  that 
if  they  contributed  any  thing  towards  re- 
lieving the  East  India  company, they  ought 
to  have  a  share  in  the  trade. 

,  Mr.  Gram  declared  that  he  had  no  wish 
to  take  the  house  by  surprise,  or  to  pass 
any  measure  of  importance  in  a  thin 
house ;  but  he  conceived  that  many  of  the 
observations  just  made,  had  a  tendency  to 
prejudice  the  company  in  the  eyes  of  the 
public,  and  therefore  he  would  make  a 
short  reply  to  them.  With  respect  to  die 
trade  of  the  Americans  to  India,  the  public 
laboured  under  a  great  mistake.  The 
situation  of  Europe  was  such  as  necessarily 
to  check  the  extent  of  our  Indian  trade  ; 
and  the  neutral  state  of  the  Americans 
enabled  them  to  derive  advantages  irom 
that  trade,  which  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  company  to  prevent.  Whenever 
this  c^tse  should  come  to  be  fully  discussed 
before  the  house,  sufficient  evidence  would 
be  shewn  to  remove  every  prejudice  that 
might  exist  on  the  subject.  None  other 
could  supply  the  continent  of  Europe  with 
Indian  produce,  but  the  Americans  ;  and 
it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  company  that 
they  engrossed  so  great  a  share  of  the 
trade.  With  respect  to  the  observations 
which  fell  from  an  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Cree- 
vey,)  he  did  not  know  how  far  it  was  resru- 
lar  for  a  member  of  the  committee  to  give 
an  opinion  from  documents  which,  in  that 
character,  he  had  access  to,  and  thus  pre- 
judice the  judgment  of  the  house,  before 
any  report  was  made.  The  company  had 
the  guarantee  of  parliament  to  expect 
that  their  present  request  would  be  grant- 
ed. He  denied  that  it  was  to  be  consi- 
dered in  the  light  of  a  gift ;  and  he  hoped 
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the  hotuse  woold  be  of  opinioa>  that  the 
petition  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee  up  stairs,  as  the  best  qualified  to 
consider  the  nature  of  it. 

Mr.  P(msonby  said,  that  it  was  clear,  that 
whatever  the  company  might  be  able  to 
do  at  a  future  period,  they  were  now  un- 
able to  pay  their  dividend,  and  called 
upon  that  house  to  enable  them  by  a  sum 
ot  money,  to  be  raised  upon  the  country, 
to  supply  their  deficiency,  and  enable 
them  to  pay  ^e  dividend  of  their  particu- 
lar stock.  He  thought  that  b^re  the 
house  a^eed  to  dispose  of  2,400,0002.  of 
the  public  money,  the  public  ^ould  know 
the  real  state  of  the  company,  and  be  no 
longer  imposed  upon  by  the  delusions  that 
had  prevailed  so  long  and  to  such  extent. 
It  might  be  right,  or  it  might  be  wrong,  to 
comply  with  the  prayer  of  the  petition, 
but  in  either  case  the  country  had  a  right 
to  expect  that  there  would  be  no  umkr- 
hand  dealings,  and  that  every  thing  would 
be  carried  on,  iairly  and  openly^  Whether 
the  total  suppression  of  the  company 
would  be  a  national  injury  was  a  very  dif- 
ferent question,  and  one  he  should  think 
it  rash  for  him  to  go  into  any  opinion 
upon ;  but  it  was  a  question  of  no  little 
moment  to  ascertain,  whether  even  the 
lending  or  giving  this  sum  would  maintain 
the  East  India  Company  as  a  solvent  com- 
pany for  the  national  benefit. 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  said,  that 
there  was  at  present  no  call  for  a  deter- 
mination whether  it  was  fit  to  comply 
with  the  prayer  of  the  petition  or  not. 
lliat  question  must  depend  upon  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee.  With  regard  to 
the  complaint  of  an  hon.  gent,  that  no 
notice  had  been  given,  he  conceived  that 
it  was  not  customary  to  require  a  ndtice  of 
an  intention  to  present  a  petition.  If  in- 
deed there  had  been  any  doubt  or  diffi- 
culty with  respect  to  the  motioi^  founded 
upon  it,  that  might  be  a  good  reason  for  a 
delay  in  |he  proceeding.  But  the  whole 
that  was  now  proposed  was,  to  put  the 
petition  in  a  state  of  enquiry,  and  for  that 
purpose  nothing  could  be  so  proper  as  to 
refer  it  to  the  committee  actually  em- 
ployed in  the  investigation  of  the  subject 
to  which  it  related ;  and  there  was  no  oc- 
casion therefore  ibr  any  notice.  The  riffht 
hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last  had  begged  that 
he  miffht  not  be  considered  as  ^edeing 
himself  to  any  assent  to  the  pntyer  of  the 
petition  by  not  objecting  to  this  reference. 
This  caution  was  unnecessary^  because 
ttobody  oonU  be  pieced  till  Oift  result  ol 


the   inquiry  tvas   known.      I}e   did  not 
take  notice  of  this  merely  to  observe  that 
it  was  um^cevary,  but  he  thought  it  right 
to  advert  to  it  because  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  it  ought 
to  be  assumed  that  this  was  not  a  loan  but 
a  gift,  and  that  this  gift  was  asked  in  order 
to  edable  the  company  to  make  a  dividend 
of  10  per  cent  to  the  holders  of  their  stock 
firom  the  public  money.    Thi%  however, 
was  exciting  a  prejudice  against  the  Com- 
pany, without  any  real  foundation  for  it. 
It  was  expressly  denied  that  the  sum  was 
requested  as  a  gifl ;  but,  at  all  events,  facta 
were  stated  that   required  examinatioo* 
The  Company  offeied  to  make  out  that 
they  were  to  a  certain  extent  creditors  of 
the  public ;  and  nobody  seemed  to  deny 
that  some  hundreds  of  thousands  were  dne 
to  them  from  the  country.    If  we  chose  to 
refhse  any  assistance  to  the  Conpany  la 
their  distress,  we  ought  at  least  to  take 
care  not  to  contribute  to  that  distress,  by   < 
withholding  from  them  what  of  right  be^ 
longed  to  them.  Whether  something  more 
ought  not  to  be  done  for  the  Compaay  ia 
their  present  situation,  was  a  point  upon 
which  it  would  be  much  better  to  reserve 
any  opinion  till  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  laid  before  the  house.  It  was,  certainly, 
a  very  grave  question,  even  in  a  natio»U 
point  of  view,  whether,  for  want  of  some 
aid  from  the  country,  under  a  temporary 
pressure,  the  afiairs  of  the  Company  shomld 
be  suffered  to  fall  into  utter  confusioiu    if 
they  made  out  a  cam  that  called  for  this 
aid,  and  it  should  be  judged  adviseable  t» 
grant  it,  coukl  we  in  justice  attach  condi* 
tions  to  the  grant,  which  wopid  render  it 
no  benefit,  but  the  contrary  ? 

Mr  M.  A,  Tayior,  in  explanation,  sa»d, 
that  he  had  not  asserted  that  any  notice- 
was  requisite  before  presenting  the  peti* 
tion.  What  he  did  say  was,  that  ina  qoea-> 
tion  of  this  magnitude  it  would  have  beets 
proper  to  have  given  notice  of  the  moiioa 
for  reference. 

Mr.  Ponsofi^,  in  explanation,  stated^ 
that  he  had  ^iven  no  opinion  as  to  iher 
propriety  or  miprepriety  of  comptyinc 
with  the  prayer  of  the  petition.  He  had 
merely  said,  that  this  must  be  considered 
as  a  gif^  and  not  a  kMtn,  and  his  reasois 
was,  that  if  the  credit  of  the  Company  was 
sound,  they  might  borrow  money  upon  it 
without  coasiBg  to  parliament:  another 
reason  was,  tiuit  afler  all  the  promises  as 
to  the  assistance  they  wonld  be  enaMed  tn 
give  the  public,  they  bad  never  advanced 
more  than  40(M)Mi  for  that  purpossr  He 
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ihould  be  glad  to  find  by  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  that  the  affidrs  of  the  Con- 

riy  were  in  a  flourishing  condition ;  hot 
confessed  he  saw  no  good  ground  fw 
anticipating  so  fortunate  a  result. 

Mr.  Ti^ney  stated  that  the  Company 
had  a  right,  by  act  of  parHament,  to  in- 
crease their  capital  to  a  sum  equivalent  to 
§onr  miUtoiis>  and  last  year  parliament 
snthorised  them  to  issue  bonds  to  one  half 
that  amount.    He  considered  this  applica- 
tion as  similar  to  that  of  last  year.    The 
Company  now  had  a  right  to  demand  a 
debt  of  l/iOO,000/.  from  the  public,  and 
after  that  was  satisfied,  they  were  well  en- 
titled to  claim  a  loan  of  an  equal  amount, 
lie  thought  it  was  deaKng  hardly  with  the 
Company  to  make  statements  merely  on 
presenting  a  petition,  before  any  docu- 
ments were  laid  before  the  house,  and  he 
iherefore  considered  the  obeerrations  of 
his  hon.  friends  as  premature.    No  one 
knew  what  calamities  might  fall  on  the 
country  fimn  thb  great  body  being  in- 
volved in  distress.    A  strong  disposition 
existed  out  of  doors  to  get  rid  of  the 
charter  of  the  Company;    and  though 
many  might  think  tk\s  a  proper  occasion 
to  introduce  that  fSavourite  subject,   he 
thought  it  would  be  time  enough  to  do  so 
heremer,  and  when  that'' day  came  he 
knew  the  opinion  he  should   ^ive.    No 
one,  however,  could  say,  that  this  act  was 
a  forfiuture  of  the  Gompany's  charter ;  and 
after  they  had  abstainea  so  long,  from 
peessing  their  just  claims  on  the  public,  it 
•eemed  rather  a  hard  return  to  raise  a 
clamour  against  them  as  persons  titling 
parliament  for  gifts.    With  respect  to  the 
speculations  and  promises  of  two  noble 
lords  (Melville  and  Castlereagh),  that  the 
Company  would  realise  such  magnificent 
schemes,  he  had  only  to  observe,  thkt-  it 
was  the  noble  lords,  and  not  the  Company, 
that  had  made  these  promises;  andthere- 
fiofe  the  company   could  not  fairly  be 
charged  with  a  breach  of  foith.    He  could 
ftot  consider  this  money  as  a  gift,  and  if  it 
^oiild  be  shewn,  that  the  stato  of  the  Com- 
pany required  such  assistance,  he  would 
^oin  with  those  who  thought  it  better  to 
aboHsb  the  <!ompany  altogether.     This 
mm  a  great  commercial  bcwy,  labouring  I 
aader  distress  not  brought  upon  ihem  by 
viee  or  nussaanagement,  but  by  the  state 
of  the  world ;  and  they  merely  required 
that  relief  which  fotemment  would  give 
to  aav  commsircMl  men  under  similar  dif- 
ficulties^ and  which  had  been  done  some 
jmva  age  with  advaittage  to  liie  public  as 


well  as  the  merchant.  He  concluded,  by 
expressing  his  wish,  that  the  afiairs  of  the 
Company  might  undergo  a  complete  in* 
vestigation. 

Sir  JdWt  Anstruiker  observed,  that  the 
East  India  company  had  not  come,  as 
some  gentlemen  imagined,  to  ask  the  house 
for  any  indulgence  but  such  as  had  been 
granted   to  other  mercantile  companies^ 
and  on  former  occasions  to  themselves. 
They  bad,  some  years  ago,  applied  for  and 
obtained  similar  relief,  which  they  had  in- 
variably returned  to  the  public ;  and  he 
could  not  see  why  they  should  now  be  re- 
fused assistance,  when  they  shewed  the 
same  grounds  far  it,  and  had  kept  their 
iaith  so  well  on  former  occasions.     He 
denied  in  strong  terms  that  there*  had  been 
any  attempt  on  the  part  of  .the  Company 
to  delude  the  public^  or  to  keep  from  them 
a  fair  state  of  their  af&irs,  and  deprecated 
the  ingrafting  on  this  subject  the  questioa 
of  the  policy  of  throwing,  open  the  East 
India  trade.     He  trusted  that  when  this 
question  came  to  be  discussed  hereafter,  it 
would  not  be  canvassed  in  a  mere  com- 
mercial point  of  view,  but  that  the  whol^ 
political  bearing  of  the  case  would  be 
taken  into  consideration,  both  as  relating 
to  the  welfare  of  that  country,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  to  the  very  existence  of  this.    Ho- 
would  not,  however  ready  he  was  to  entei 
upon  this  investigation,  trouble  the  hous'a 
ftirther  on  this  occasion,  than  to  expresa 
his  doubts  as  to  the  practicability  ot  the 
export  trade  to  India  being  carried  on 
by  individual  exertion,  whatever  fecility 
opening  the  intercourse  of  private  traders 
might  ailbrd  to  the  importation  of  East 
India  goods. 

Mr.  Howorth  insisted,  that  there  had  of 
late  been  a  total  suppression  of  the  East 
India  Company's  anairs,  and  the  last 
budget  had  only  brought  them  up  tci 
1805-4,  smce  which  time  not  a  document 
on  the  subject  had  been  produced.  Nei- 
dier  were  there  any  documents  in  support 
of  the  petition,  and  he  considered  it  only 
fair  and  reasonable,  that  t>efore  parliament 
granted  any  aid,  a  complete  state  of  the 
Company's  returns,  sales,  profits^  and  as« 
I  sets,  should  be  laid  before  it. 

Mr.  R,  Dundas  replied,  that  it  was  not 
usual  to  produce  documents  in  support  of 


the  allegations  contained  in  a  petition,  but 
that  the  only  reason  none  were  oflered  ia 
this  case  was,  that  they  could  not  be  pre- 
pared in  time  for  the  petition  to  be  pre* 
sented  within  the  hmits  prescribed  by  tha 
house.    An  to  the  d^ciency  of  the  East 
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India  accounts,  it  waa  owing  to  no  wish 
for  concealment  at  home,  but  arose  from 
their  not  baying  been  received  from  India. 
In  reply  to  the  allusion  that  had  been  made 
to  a  noble  lord  in  the  other  house,  he  said, 
however  sanguine  his  views  might  have 
been  on  some  occasions,  he  had  always 
stated  the  grounds  on  which  they  were 
founded,  and  solicited  investigation. 

Mr.  Tiemty,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
he  meant  no  more  than  that  the  noble 
lords  had  been  much  too  sanguine  in  their 
calculations. — ^The  motion  was  then  agreed 
to. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

.  Wednesday,  April  27. 

[Dead  Bodies  Interment  Bill.]  Mr. 
Tremaine  rose  pursuant  to  the  notice  he 
gave  yesterday.  He  said  that  in  various 
cases  of  shipwreck,  dead  bodies  were  cast 
on  the  shores  of  this  kingdom,  which  some- 
times could  not  receive  the  common  rights 
of  burial.  This  was  a  disgusting  circum- 
stance, and  disgraceful  to  the  character  of 
the  country.  The  cause  was,  that  parish 
officers  were  afraid  to  order  bodies  to  be 
buried,  on  account  of  the  expences  they 
might  bring  upon  the  parishes.  His  ob- 
ject in  the  present  measure,  was  to  pro- 
pose that  parish  officers  should  be  com- 
pelled to  bury  all  bodies  so  cast  on  shore; 
and  that  the  expence  of  the  same  should 
be  defrayed  by  the  counties.  Also,  that 
rewards  should  be  given  to  persons  dis- 
covering dead  bodies,  and  giving  informa- 
tion of  the  same  to  the  parish  officers.  He 
then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
that  effect,  which  was  granted. 

[Irish  Tythes:]  Mr.  Parnell  moved, 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  house,  an 
account  of  the  number  of  Civil  Bills,  re- 
specting Tythes,  which  have  been  tried 
before  assistant  barristers  in  Ireland,  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  the  1st  of  Jan.  1808. 

I)r.  Duigenan  said  these  causes  were  so 
numerous  and  so  scattered  throueh  differ- 
ent parts  of  Ireland,  that  he  did  not  see 
how  it  was  possible  to  proaire  the  returns 
which  the  hon.  gent,  desired. 

Mr.  Pamell  replied,  that  the  objection 
stated  by  the  learned  doctor,  was  the  prin- 
cipal reason  why  he  wished  to  have  such 
retui'ns  laid  before  the  house.  It  was  be- 
cause, these  processes  were  so  numerous, 
and  because  litigations  respecting  tythes 
in  Ireland  had  increased  to  so  great  a 
pitch,  that  h^  thought  it  necessary  for  par- 
liament to  have  the  fullest  information  con- 


CuliicaHon  qf  Fiax  in  Ireland.  [  ^O 

ceming  the  existen^ie .  of  the  evil.  He 
did  not  ^suppose  the  returns  could  be  made 
this  session  ;  but  it  could  not  be  difficult 
to  make  them,  because  the  assistant  bar- 
risters must  have  kept  a  register  by  them 
of  each  trial,  of  which  it  was  easy  for  them 
to  make  a  return:  and  all  he  wanted 
was,  the  number  of  trials  altogether,  which 
he  conceived  a  matter  of  great  import- 
ance to  have  made  known. — ^The  motion 
was  then  agreed  to. 

[Fifth  Military  Report.]  Mr.  Warddl 
gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  he  would 
move  several  amendments  in  the  bill  for 
increasing  the  Assessed  taxes.  While  he 
was  on  his  legs,  he  would  take  that  oppor- 
tunity of  asking  his  majesty's  ministers, 
whether  it  was  intended  to  aaopt  any  new 
regulations  in  pursuance  of  that  part  of 
the  Report  of  the  commissioners  oif  Mili- 
tary Inquiry,  which  related  to  the  abuses 
in  the  medical  department  of  the  army  ? 

The  Cfumcelhr  qfthe  Excheqtiar  Qbserved, 
that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  recol- 
lected the  period  at  which  the  report  he 
alluded  to  was  made,  he  must  not  con- 
clude, that  there  was  any  neglect  of  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  ministers,  if  they  had 
not  finally  determined  what  measures 
ought  to  be  adopted  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Wardd  replied,  that  he  was  not  sa- 
tisfied with  the  answer  he  had  received, 
and  wished  to  know  if  it  was  intended  to 
bring  forward  any  proposition  on  this  sub- 
ject at  an  early  period. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  be 
could  not  give  a  precise  answer  to  the 
queAion,  but  the  hon.  gent,  was  at  liberty 
to  fix  on  any  time  he  chose,  for  bringing 
the  Report  under  the  consideration  of  the 
house.. 

[Cultivation  of  Flax  in  Ireland.] 
Sir  Jolm  Newport  said,  he  understood  by 
public  rumour,  stated  in  some  of  the  news- 
papers, that  in  consequence  of  the  defi- 
ciency of  Flax-seed  imported  this  year 
into  Ireland,  owing  to  the  embargo  in  the 
American  ports,  a  considerable  quantity 
of  the  fiax-seed  remaining  in  G.  Britain, 
and  which  was  intended  .  to  be  expressed 
into  oil,  had  been  sent  over  to  Ireland,  and 
allowed  to-  pass.  As  this  was  a  sul^ect  of 
great  importance  to  the  king(k>m,tnasmach 
as  it  involved  in  it  the  staple  manufacture 
of  Ireland,  he  wished  to  know  if  there 
was  any  truth  in  the  rumour. 

Mr.  Foster^  said,  be  only  knew  of  this 
rumour,  from  what  he  saw  in  the  newspa- 
pers. It  was,  however,  natural  to  suppose, 
that  persoi^  in  Ireland  wovdd  wish  to  get 
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seed  wiMnerer  tfaejr  cdiild :  and  that  per- 
sons in  this  country,  having  seed,  woald 
dispose  of  it  in  the  best  manner.  It  was 
sagsested  to  him  by  some  persons,  that 
seed  might  be  sent  over  from  this  country. 
He  indulged  the  speculation,  and  sent  com- 
muntcaitioins  on.  the  subject  to  the  linen 
board,  with  directions  that  orders  shouhi 
be  conveyed  to  the  difierent  outporU  in 
Ireland  not  to  let  any  flax-seed  be  im- 
jKMted  which  was  not  good  in  respect  to 
Its  quality. 

[laisH  Spirit  Drawback  Bill.]  The 
boose  having  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
Biittee  on  the  Irish  Sph-it  Drawback  Bill, 

Sir  John  Newport  rose  to  complain  of  it 
as  the  renewal  of  a  measure  which,  when 
oridnalty  passed,  wasnbthing  less  than  a 
Tioiation.of  the  act  of  union.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  such  articles  of  the  union  as 
wo^  beneficial  to  6.  Britain  and  injurious 
to  Ireland,  were  acted  upon,  and  that  no 
disposition  had  been  manifested  by  ihe 
parliament  to  promote  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland.  He  was  one  of  those  wno,  in  the 
parliament  of  Ireland,  had  supported  the 
union,  because  he  expected  many  impor- 
tant benefits  from  it  to  that  country.  If 
these  benefits  were  not  to  follow  from  it, 
the  onion  must  be  considered  as  a  cur^e  in- 
stead of  a  blessing. 

The  Chmedlor  qf  the  Exchequer  said  the 
sentiment  just  expressed  by  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet, respecting  the  union  with  Ireland, 
was  one  calculated  to  produce  as  many 
mischievous  consequences  as  any  that 
ever  had  been  uttered  in  that  house.  He 
called^oB  the  hon.  baronet  to  state  one  in- 
stance in  which  the  principle  he  alluded 
to  had  been  acted  upon  by  parliament.  If 
he  knew  of  any  instances  in  which  a  dispo- 
sition prejudicial  to  Ireland  had  been 
shewn,  let  him  bring  them  before  the 
house.  As  to  the  principle  of  the  present 
bill,  the  hon.  baronet  did  not  withhold  his 
approbation  towards  it  at  the  time  when 
he  had  a  seat  in  his  majesty's  councils.  If 
ever  there  should  be  a  question  to  be  de- 
cided>  whether  advantages  were  to  be 
granted  to  Ireland  or  to  G.  Britain,  he  was 
confident  that  the  hduse,  so  far  from  acting 
injuriously  towards  Ireland,  would  be  in- 
clined rather  to  turn  the  scale  of  advantage 
in  her  favour.  He  could  recollect  no  in- 
stance in  which  the  proceedings  of  that 
house  could  justify  the  insinuation  of  the 
hon.  bafonet. 

Sir  /.  Newport  stated,  that  he  considered 
the  act  of  union  to  have  been  violated  in 
the  law  .for  disallowing  the  drawback  on 
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the  exportation  of  spirits  distilled  in  Ire« 
land  ;  inasmuch  as  undue  advantage  was 
given  to  the  English  distiller  in  the  Eng- 
lish market.  In  that  instance,  he  con- 
tended, the  interest  of  Ireland  was  largely 
sacrificed ;  and  that  bill  was  introduc^  at 
the  end  of  a  session,  when  the  attendance 
of  members  was  very  thin.  He  thought  it 
.fiBurer  to  state  his  opinion,  as  well  as  the 
opinion  of  many  others,  in  that  house,  than 
to  have  it  canvassed  out  of  doors.  He  had 
supported  the  union  originally,  because 
he  had  hoped  it  would  he  productive  of 
many  public  advantages  to  Ireland.  He 
did  not  think  so  now,  for  he  saw  innume- 
rable instances  in  which  the  interests  of 
that  coantry  had  been  sacrificed. 

The  Chanaelhr  f^theEtcdiequer  observed, 
that  the  hon.  baronet,  though  called  on  to 
prove  his  assertion,  produced  only  one  so- 
litary instance.  Now,  if  the  house  should 
,9ome  to  the  examination  of  the  act  of  union, 
and  the  hon.  baronet  should  sute  the  arti- 
cle which  he  considered  to  have  been  iiH 
fringed  by  this  bill,  he  himself  would  un- 
dertake t6  prove  that  such  article  was 
one  which  required  explanation,  and  that 
what  had  been  done  was  strictly  conform* 
able  to  the  spirit  of  the  act  of  union.  .  Let 
not  the  hon.  baronet  make  general  charges, 
but  state  the  specific  grounds  on  which  his 
principle  stood.  As  to  this  particular  bill, 
he  surely  could  not  object  to  the  continue 
ance  of  it  for  a  certain  time.   O 

Mr,  Potter  declaimed  he  had  always  fbund 
in  that  house  a  most  fiivourable  disposition 
towards  Ireland.  The  bill  in  question  wai 
the  only  instance  the  hon.  baronet  could 
produce  to  prove  his  assertion.  Hi^  defied 
him  to  produce  any  other ;  or  even  to 
shew  in  what  manner  this  bill  was  un- 
favourable to  Ireland. 

Sir  J.  Netaport  said  that  spirits  were 
prohibited  from  being  sent  from  Ireland 
to  England,  unless  they  were  warehoused. 

Mr.  Foster  replied,  that  there  never  was 
an  instance  so  opposite  to  the  thing  he 
wanted  to  establish,  as  that  noticed  by  the 
hon.  baronet.  That  bill  had  been  intro- 
duced by  a  friend  to  the  Irish  distilleries, 
namely,  by  himself.  It  permitted  them  to 
warehouse,  their  spirits  if  they  chose,  and 
to  export  them  with  as  much  drawback 
as  could  be  allowed  consistently  with  the 
articles  of  union.  It  was  therefore  rather 
favourable  than  otherwise  to  the  Irish 
distiller. 

Mr.  Mac  Na^ten  conceived  that  nothing 
couldl  be  more  mischievous  than  to  sufl»r 
such  language  as  that  us^d  by  the  hpn. 
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baronet  to  go  uncontradicted  to  Ireland. 
No  circumstance  could  be  so  dan^rous 
to  the  peace  of  Ireland,  as  that  of  declar- 
ing that  her  interests  had  been  sacrificed 
by  Great  Britain.  I  have,  continued  the 
hon.  gent,  been  a  member  of  this  house, 
and  attended  here  since  the  union,  and  I 
declare  to  God,  I  know  of  no  instance  in 
which  the  disposition  of  the  house  has  not 
been  always  favourable  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  Wihcrforcc  declared,  he  never  feU 
more  paiq  than  he  now  did,  at  what  fell 
from  ))is  right  hon.  friend. .  He  had  ever 
obseirved  in  that  ho^ise  a  disposition  to  do 
tlie  amplest  justice  to  Ireland.  The  pre- 
sent charge  was  not  alone  directed  against 
bis  majesty's  ministers,  but  against  every 
tnember  of  that  house,  and  he  felt  it  was 
directed  against  his  own  parliamentary 
conduct.  He  hoped  his  right  hon.  friend 
would  abstain  from  sowing  the  seeds  of 
hostility  between  the  two  countries,  and 
endeavour  to  do  away  the  effect  of  his 
assertion. 

Sir  J.  Newport  persisted  in  his  assertion. 
He  avowed  every  deference  to  the  opinion 
of  the  hon.  gent,  but  said  he  could  not  be 
deterred  by  any  imputations  upon  his 
motives,  from  making  his  complaints  in 
that  house,  where  they  might  be  answered 
or  redressed,  rather  than  out  of  doors, 
where  they  could  only  excite  murmurs  and 
discontents. 

Mr.  Pai^ll  contended  that  his  right  hon. 
friend  was  right  in  the  supposition,  that 
the  act  would  tend  to  injure  the  Irish  dis- 
tillers. If  the  act  of  union  gave  an  advan- 
tage in  one  point  to  one  of  the  countries, 
he  supposed  it  gave  an  equivalent  to  the 
other  :  that  was  matter  of  consideration  at 
the  time  6f  its  enactment,  and  certainly  it 
would  be  highly  unjust  now  to  alter  any  of 
the  provisions  which  were  advantageous  to 
Ireland.  He  thought  the  imputation  cast 
on  this  act  was  perfectly  justified  by  the 
circumstances  :  as  to  the  surprise  which 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  intimated, 
at  the  supposition  that  this  bill  went  to 
injure  Ireland,  he  did  not  see  any  parti* 
cular  grounds  for  it :  the  report  of  the^ 
committee  now  sitting  on  the  subject  of  dis- 
tillation he  thought  mi&;ht  tend,  together 
with  the  operation  of  this  act,  materially 
to  prevent  the  «ale  of  Irish  manufacture. 

Mr.  D.  Broume  considered  the  speech 
of  the  hon,  baronet  as  calculated  to  do 
much  mischief  in  Ireland  ;  the  interests 
of  which  country,  he  contended,  had  al- 
ways been  treated  with  candour  and  fair- 
new  by  that  house. 


Mr.  W,  Tojflar  objected  to  the  present 
bill  as  unnecessary. 

The  ChanccUor  qfthe  Exchetpxr  observed, 
that  the  act  in  question  was  in  force  while 
the  hon.  baronet  was  in  administration,  and 
h«  made  no  complaint  against  it  during 
all  that  time,  norintroduced  a  single  regu- 
lation for  encouraging  the  spirit  trade  of 
Ireland,  although  it  was  entirely  in  his 
power.  Therefore,  to  this  was  the  only 
instance  the  hoir.  baronet  could  advance 
to  show  that  Ireland  had  been  unfairly 
deah  with,  he  hoped  the  house  would 
attach  to  it  the  weight  which  it  deserved. 
— ^The  bill  then  went  through  the  com- 
mittee. 

[Irish  Supplies.]  In  the  committee  of 
supply,  Mr.  Foster  moved,  that  there  be 
granted  to  his  majesty  a  sum  not  exceeding 
10,000/.  Irish  currency,  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence  of  publishing  proclamations  and  ad- 
vertisements in  the  Dublin  Gazette,  and 
other  papers  for  the  year  1808. 

Mr.  Parnell  rose  for  the  purpose  of  mov- 
ing, that  the  words  '  and  other  papers/ 
be  left  out.  He  stated  that  these  pro- 
clamations were  extended  by  government 
to  other  papers  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
undue  influence.  There  was  no  necessity 
for  this :  it  entailed  an  exorbitant  expenc'e 
on  the  country,  which  was  increased  as 
much  a^  possible  by  the  editors  of  news- 
papers, for  their  own  emolument.  He 
instanced  three  cases  out  of  many  in  which 
old  proclamations  were  actually  inserted 
for  no  other  purpose ;  one  of  them  was  of 
so  old  a  date  as  1805,  warning  all  his  ma- 
jesty's good  and  loving  subjects  in  1808, 
of  a  fever  which  raged  at  Gibraltar  at  the 
first  issuing  of  the  proclamation.  A  se- 
cond was  also  inserted  in  1808,  giving 
notice  of  a  limitation  to  the  exportation  of 
goods  from  Ireland,  which  limitation  ex- 
pired in  1807.  A  third  was  lately  inserted 
also,  giving  notice  of  a  supply  of  seamen 
wanted  in  1 805.  Such  was  the  service  for 
the  support  of  which  parliament  was  now 
solicited ;  if  he  did  net  miscall  that  a  ser- 
vice which  was  in  itself  unnecessary,  or 
made  necessary  only  for  the  purposes  of 
corruption. 

Sir  A.  ffellesley  contended,  that  there 
was  no  additional  expence  incurred  by. 
the  re-publication  of  those  old  proclama^ 
tions  which  were  alluded  to,  as  the  edi- 
tors were  generally  paid  by  the  year, 
and  not  for  each  particular  publication. 
As  to  any  attempt  at  influence,  he  dis- 
claimed H  as  far  as  concei:ned  himself  al* 
together ;  nor  did  he  think  the  publics* 
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tion  of  these  proclamations  any  proof  of 
such  an  intention.  It  was  notorious,  that 
amid  a  variety  of  Irish  papers  there  were 
many  particularly  adverse  to  the  eovern- 
ment  of  the  day,  which  contained  these 
proclamations. 

Mr.  Wmdhani  considered  the  admission 
of  the  last  speaker  conclusive  in  support 
of  the  amendment  moved  by  his  hon. 
friend.  If  the  editors  of  newspapers 
wished  to  promote  the  sale  of  their  papers, 
tbey  would,  naturally,  reprint  all  those 
proclamations  which  referred  to  important 
national  objects,  and  where  there  were 
minor  or  subordinate  documents,  the  par- 
ties interested  in  their  operation  would 
Uike  care  to  inform  themselves  of  their  na- 
ture and  tendency  by  means  of  the  Dublin 
Gazette.  Hie  present  mode  wa3  proved 
to  be  a  job,  and  ought  instantly  to  be  abo- 
lished. 

Sir  A,  WellesUy  said  he  could  not  see 
bow  the  erant  of  that  money  was  in  any 
degree  sS>used;  it  certainly  was  not  his 
iault  if  the  editors  made  a  bad  selection  of 
proclamations. 

Mr.  ParneU  said,  there  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  regular  traffic  carried  on  between 
the  press  and  the  government  in  Ireland  ; 
it  seemed  as  if  the  first  step  ol*  each  suc- 
ceeding ministry  was  to  see  what  each 
editor  would  .sell  for.  There  was  a  pecu- 
liar loss  attending  the  insertion  of  these 
proclamations,  inasmuch  as  they  paid  no 
stamp  duty,  and  so  prevented  the  insertion 
of  advertisements  that  did.  As  to  the  ar- 
guments made  use  of  to  shew  the  disin- 
terestedness of  government  by  extending 
the  proclamations  to  opposition  papers,  he 
thought  they  made  agamst  those  who  pro- 
duced them,  as  they  shewed  not  only  an 
inclination  to  increase  the  expence  to  the 
country,  but  also  to  try  to  the  utmost  what 
temptation  could  do. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  that  being  ihtimate 
with  an  editor  of  an  Irish  newspaper,  he 
had  remarked  to  him  particularly  the  cir- 
cumstances now  alluded  to,  that  of  the  re- 
printing old  proclamations.  The  answer 
the  editor  gave  was  "  Indeed,  to  tell  you 
the  trujth,  we  often  are  so  barren  of  news, 
and  so  pinched  for  want  of  paragraphs, 
that  we  conuder  ourselves  very  well  of}' 
when  we  can  make  shift  with  a  convenient 
prodamAtion ;  it  is  not  very  interesting  to 
De  surej,  but  then  it  serves  to  fill  up  the 
paper.''  —  He  said  inferior  newspapers 
only  republished  them. 

Mr.  ParneU  said,  he  had  not  intended 
to  state  t}^  .names  of  the  papiMTs  ko  %V 


luded  to  before,  but  now  he  would  do  so, 
for  the  purpose  of  shewing  they  were 
not  inferior  papers,  as  the  hon.  member 
seemed  to  insinuate;  the  papers  were^ 
the  Evening  Correspondent,  and  the  Dub- 
lin Journal. — ^Tbe  amendment  was  thea 
negatived  without  a  division. 

HOUSE   OP   L0Rn». 

Friday,  Aprils. 
[Danish  Vessels  obtained  previous  to 
Hostilities.]  Lord  Sidtnouth  said,  he  was 
under  the  necessity  of  again  calling  the  at^ 
tention  of  their  lordships  to  the  papers  for 
which  he  had  moved  on  a  former  occasion^ 
respecting  the  detention  of  Danish  vessels, 
previous  to  the  declaration  of  hostilities 
against  Denmark,  and  the  condemnation 
of  those  ships  subsequent  to  that  declara- 
tion. On  a  closer  examination  of  the 
Papers  which  were  laid  on  the  table  yes- 
terday, he  found  that  no  return  had  been 
made  to  two  of  their  lordships  orders ;  that 
which  regarded  the  number  of  ships  de- 
tained before  the  declaration  of  war  asainst 
Denmark,  and  that  which  regarded  the 
number  of  Danish  subjects  detained  before' 
that  de(:laration.  He  had  seen,  indeed,  a 
letter  from  the  Admiralty  to  the  Transport 
Board,  stating  the  order  by  which  the 
return  of  the  number  of  prisoners  was  re- 
quired ;  but  no  exact  return  had  been 
made  to  that  order,  though  the  answer 
was  not  sent  back  for  six  days  after  the 
receipt  of  the  order.  Under  these  cir-* 
cumstances,  which  would  prevent  him  from 
bringing  forward  his  motion  on  this  sub- 
ject as  soon  as  be  had  expected,  he  must 
now  renew  the  motion  he  had  made  imme- 
diately before  the  recess,  and  move  That  a 
return  be  made  forthwith  to  the  third  and 
fourth  crrders  of  their  lordships  of  the  18th 
March  last. 

Lord  Holland  rose  to  express  his  wish, 
that  the  noble  viscount  would  not  be  dis^- 
suaded  from  persisting  in  his  motion,  even 
if  the  papers  he  had  moved  for  should  not 
be  produced  to  the  extent  he  had  desired. 
There  would  still  remain  matter  of  great 
importance  in  the  object  of  the  motion, 
and  which  nearly  concerned  the  honour 
and  character  of  this  country.  It  appear- 
ed, that  many  of  the  Danish  ships  which 
had  been  detained  previous  to  thedeclara^ 
tion  of  hostilities,  had  been  brought  before 
the  Admiralty  Courts,  and  had  been  or- 
dered to  be. released  ;  but  that  on  the  de- 
claratioii  of  war  being  issued,  these  same 
ships  were  again  detained,  and  afterwards 
ooademned.    Was  not  this^timulating  the 
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to  more  for  leave  to  briag  in  »  Bill  to  tc* 
celerate  the  exammation  and  aoditkiff  of 
the  Accounts  of  the  Office  of  the  ny- 
master-General  ok'  bk  Majesty's  Forces. 
It  was  not  requisite  tiuit  he  should  trespass 
long  on  the  house,  to  show  the  necessity 
of  a  measure  of  this  description.  Siace 
the  passing  of  the  bill,  knowR  by  the 
name  of  Mr.  Bvrke's  Bill,  only  five  ao^ 
counts  from  the  otBce  ef  the  Paymaster* 
General  had  been  delivered  in,  only  on* 
of  vrhich  had  been  examtaed.  That  one 
related  to  part  of  the  y«ai'  17812,  so  thai 
there  .were  accoants  btying  unexamined 
and  unaudited  for  the  last  125  years.  He  did 
not  attribute  this  circumstance  to  any 
neglect  in  those  who  had  held  the  office 
which  he  now  had  the  honour  to  hold,  or 
to  any  neglect  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  but  to  a  defect  in  ths  existiiig 
laws.  He  was  far  firom  disapprovinff  eS 
the  general  regulations  in  Mr.  Bunse's 
plan ;  but,  with  all  tike  respect  which  ha 
entertained  for  that  right  hoa.  ^ni,'B  me* 
mory,  he  confessed  that  he  did  not  think 
that  his  habits  had  peculiarly  <{iiatified 
him,  for  arranging  sohjects  of  this  nature, 
llie  right  hon,  gent,  here  entered  into  » 
fhlnute  detail  of  the  system  thai  had  pre- 
vailed previous  to  Mr.  lowkeVBili;  of  the 
system  whicb  it  was  intended  by  Mr. 
Burke's  Bill  to  carry  into  efifect ;  and  last- 
ly, of  the  system  which  he  meant  to- pro* 
pose  to  the  house.  He  meapi  to  prspote^ 
tiiat  the  examination  aad  audit  of  the  njr^ 
master-General's  Accounts  shoiM  in  ra* 
ture  not  depend  upon  the  arrangmnent  af 
regimental  accounts,  but  that  his  account 
should  be  a  cash  account.  Having  sm4 
that  none  ef  the  accounts  of  Iha  I^iymas- 
ter-Generars  office  had  been  examiiied 
for  the  last  25  years,  he  should  be  sorry 
that  an  unfouiided  and  disadvantageous 
impression  should  be  sMde  en  the  pnMk, 
by  that  statement.  The  fiict  was»  that  all 
sums  issued  from  the  i^ymasCer-GeneFal's 
office  were  issued  to  ipb-accouatuitSy  who 
rendered  accounts  for  the  disposidoa  ef 
those  sums  to  various  a^her  effioes ;  so  tbali 
it  was  evident  that  the  greater  part  of  thesa 
ac^unts  were  actually  examined.  Dm 
only  part  of  theat  wh^oh  had  i«  a  gr«M 
degree  remaanedunexaminedv vrfts  the  part 
which  related  to  regimeatai  aec<|jKm«i.  Kb 
person  could  be  mora  satisfied  than- he  was 
of  the  extreme-  importaace-of  axaawung 
these  regimental  accounts,  lite  siAjfCt 
was  now  engaging  the  attention  of  tlMt 
Cofnmiltee  from  whose  bhours  the  pub* 
He  had  atraady  deri^ad  to  musb  "adWa* 
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avarice  and  rewarding  the  rapine  of  indi^ 
viduals  ?  Against  such  violence  and  injus- 
tice he  could  not  but  raise  his  voice,  and 
tliat  more  earnestly  than  against  the  Droits 
of  Admiralty,  which  were  now  ascertained 
to  amount  to  more  than  the  enormous  sum 
stated  on  a  foraier  occasion  by  the  noble 
viscount.  He  must  therefore  again  request 
bis  noble  friend  not  to  relinquish-  the  ob- 
ject of  his  motion,  which  was  to  put  an  end 
to  so  flagrant  a  system  of  phmder  and  in- 
justice, as  that  to  which  he  had  been  just 
alluding. 

Lord  Htmkotbwry  would  not  now  enter 
into  the  discussion  af  the  question  which 
his  noble  friend's  motion  must  involve  on 
a  future  day.  He  should  only  remind  the 
noble  viscount  of  the  circumstance  of  the 
detention  of  same  Prussian  ships  under 
similar  circumstances,  when  the  noble 
discount  himself  was  a  member  of  the  go- 
vernment at  the  time.  He  should  at  pre- 
sent only  wish,  that  when  the  Papers  were 
produced,  the  noble  viscount,  in  giving 
notice  of  the  day  on  which  he  should  bring 
en,  his  motion,  would  have  the  goodness 
to  state  somewhat  more  precisely  the  na- 
ture of  the  motion  he  intended  to  make, 
88  the  subject  on  which  it  turned  was  one 
af  great  ma^nitud^  acid  extent. 

Lord  ifeAcSM^  in  expl^Uiation  complain- 
fd,  that  ministers  seemed  to  think  of  no- 
thing but  crimination  and  recrimination. 
He  blamed  the  conduct  of  no  particular 
minister,  but  only  reprobated  a  system  of 
loiquity  which  bul  grown  into  practice  of 
late  years. 

Lord  Sidmoutk  assured  his  noble  friend 
thsA  he  would  not  abandon  the  motion. 
When  he  alluded  to  it  ^fe^srda^r,  he  had 
observed  that  it  had  nothing  of  crimination 
ia  view,  hut  that  it  would  only  go  to 
stop  the  progress  of  the  practice  that  had 
been  resorted  h>  and  in  his  opinion  was 
highly  unjust,  and  to  prevent  fxuther  injus- 
tice behiff  done  to  individuals.-  When- 
ever he  should  have  the  honour  to  bring 
fi^rward  that  motion,  he  should  not  des- 
pair of  being  able  to  prove,  that  the  ob- 
ject ia  its  nature  was  wholly  different 
6om  the  case  to  which  the  noble  secretary 
had  referred.  As,  however,  some  delay 
mieht  occur  in  producmg  the  returns  he 
had  'moved  for,  he  must  defer  his  motion 
la  a  mora  distant  day  than  Tuesday  next 

HOUSB  OP  COMMONS. 

Friday,  Jpril  29. 
[PAYMASTxaGENERAi/s  Accounts  Bilu] 
Mn  Lofig,  in  pursaanoa  of  his  notiaa,  rose 
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tai^  ;  bttV  wkiterer  might  be  their  de- 
ciflOD  wkh  vespect  la  regtroenUl  accouate, 
it  wookl  not  at  all  afiect  (he  propriety  of 
eMctiog,  ^lat  the  account  of  the  Paymas- 
ter-General shottld  be  consi^^red  at »  cash 
accovBt,  and  be  audited  and  examined  a» 
such.  He  fherefere  moved  for  leave  to 
briag  in  a  btU  accordingly. 

Pr»  Lmtraux  contended  that  it  wae  the 
intention  of  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  bill,  to  ac« 
eoaaplieh  the  object  which  the  right  faon. 
gest.  proposed.  He  dwelt  at  some  length 
on  the  harcbhip  to  which  Pkymasttr*  were 
exposed,,  who,  having  quitted  oflice  for 
nany  year%  were  calied  upon  to  make  up 
their  accounts,  when  the  documents  by 
wkich  they  might  be  enabled  to  do  so 
were  exposed  to  be  stolen,  and  actually 
were  stolen,  for  the  purpose  of  sale  to  ta(- 
k>w  chandtere  and  others,  engaged  in  va- 
rious businesses  in  which  waste  paper  was 
necessary. 

Mr.  LvMg  again  disclaiaied  any  imputa- 
tion whatever  on  Mr.  Burke;  but  still  cen- 
tsaded,  tiiat  his  bill  did  not  so  to  make 
tbs  Paymaster V  account  a  ca^  account. — 
Leave  waa  granted  to  bring  in  tlie  bill. 

[Matiiooth  Cou.b<?e.]  The  house  hav- 
ing resolved   itself  into  a  Committee  of 


.  Fotter  rose  to  move  the  Resolution  for' 
a  grant  to  Maynooth  College.  The  grant  in 
moer  years  had  been  8>000/.  Last  year  it 
had  been  increased  to  15^000/.  for  the  pur- 
foss  of  enabling  that  institution  to  erect 
bailings  capable  of  conuining  fifty  additi^ 
eoal  students,  k  wa&  his  intention  to  move 
in  addition  to  the  8,000/.  of  former  yearrji, 
h^  which  200  students  had  been  main^ 
woed,  an  additional  sum  for  the  mainte- 
mnceof  the  50  new  students ;  he  there- 
fcre  moved.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
^Ql.  Irish  currency,  be  granted  to  hi» 
■wgesty  to  defi'ay  the  expences  of  the  Ro- 
man Ckhohc  Seminary  in  Ireland  for  the 
WBTsnt  year. 

Sip  Mn  Newport  moved  to  leave  out  the 
•wn  9,2^0^.  for  the  purpose  of  substituting 
>)>00Q/.  In  the  original  establishment  of 
t*ie  college  at  Maynooth,  200  students 
wepe  then  educated^  This  was  when  Eu- 
rope was  in^  state  of  tranquillity.  Pre- 
Yious  to  the  French  Revolution,  478  stu- 
dtnts  were  educated'  on  the  continent  for 
the  CathoKe  priesthood  of  hreland,  (of 
^^»ni  426-  received  gratuitous  support), 
M^^nooth  College  not  being  able  to  pro- 
^M^  a  sufficient  number  for  the  discharge 
ff  the  ecclesiastic^  functions.  Conceiving 
A  to  be^  of  the  utaaost  coasec^uence  that 


the  CathoKc  priesthood  should  be  edu- 
cated in  their  native  cou9try  and  under 
the  eye  of  government,  the  last  adminis- 
tration had  thought  it  riffht  to  hsten  taaa 
application  to  augment  the  number  ef  stu» 
dents  St  Maynooth  to  400.  Tke  contin^ 
gencies  of  war  had  driven  many  Catholic 
priests  from  the  continent  to  Irelaml,  by 
whom  the  vacancies  in  the  priesthood  1^ 
for  a  time  been  fkWeA  up ;  but  ef  these^ 
many  had  died,  and  others  had  become 
sup^raaimated.  It  was  manifest,,  theire* 
fore,  that  if  the  education  o^  409  students 
was  necessary  in  17^5,  a  less  number 
would  not  do  at  the  present  momefl^  con- 
stdering  the  rapid  advance  in  the  popu-^- 
lation  of  b*eland  nnee  lAmt  period.  Chr* 
these  considerations  the  la^  administration 
founded  their  plan,  and  he  wa»  at  a  loss* 
to  conceive  why  it  was  intended  to  depart 
from  that  plan,  except  because  it  wat  the 
plan  of  the  last  administration.  Did  tl^ 
house  wish  theX^atholie  priesthood  of  Ire^ 
land  to  be  composed  ef  uneducated  men  ^ 
This  must  be  the  case,  unless  the  ri^ht 
hon.  gent,  followed  up  his  present  moti^oB 
by  bringing  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  Catho^ 
lie  Bishops  from  ordaining  any  nien  wh<» 
had  not  been  educated  at  Maynooth.  It 
was  of  most  serious  importance  to  the  Irish 
community  that  the  priests  should  be  well 
educated  men,  and  that  they  should  re- 
ceive that  education  at  home,  especially* 
under  the  present  circumstances,  when  A 
Europe  was  under  the  domination  of  Bo- 
naparte. It  was  a  well  known  fact  that 
the  Irish  Catholic  students  at  lisbon,  had 
some  time  a^o  received  an  invitation  to- 
the  CathoKc  lastitution  8t  Paris.  On  thfs' 
invit^on  bein^  siniilied  tk>  the  dignified 
Catholic  ecclesiastics  of  IvelaAd>  they  ex^ 
pressed  their  determination  to  esfclude 
from  the  priesthood  ai^  stud<ent,  vrho 
should  transfer  himself  from  Lisbon  to. 
Paris.  Was  this  a  proper  return  for  such 
conduct?  Nothing  could  be  more  infatu- 
ated, than  at  a  moment  when  ^t  influeneer 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  priesthood  in  ke« 
land  was  stated  to  be  so  considerable,  to 
take  a  step  so  decidedly  hostile  to  thai; 
body.  By  such  a  step,  the  Catholics  would  - 
not  be  made  Protestants,  nor  vrould  they 
be  made  beUer  subjects ;  tm  the  contiary, 
they  would  become  vvorse,  for  by  excluSl- 
iujs;  from  education  a  great  portion  of  the 
priesthood,  many  of  the  parishes  would  be 
placed  under  the  direction  of  uneducated 
men,  who  entertaining  a  lively  re^ntment 
for  the  neglect  which  they  had  scared, 
would  mm  into  their  parishionen  ^^^^ 
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horrence  of  those  to  whom  that  neglect 
was  to  be  attributed.  The  right  honour- 
able baronet  read  several  papers  in  sup- 
port of  his  sentiments,  and  particularly  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Dunn,  dated  the  4th  of 
Nov.  Id07,  relative  to  the  offer  made  by 
France,  to  the  Catholic  students  at  Lisbon, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  dignified  ecclesi- 
astics of  Ireland,  on  that  occasion ;  and 
deprecated  the  consequences  which  roust 
ensue  from  the  system  that  seemed  to  be 
adopted  on  this  subject,  by  his  majesty's 
present  administration. 

Sir^.  fTc/^^  declared,  that  the  ground 
on  which  he  was  induced  to  concur  in  the 
motion  of  his  right  hon.  friend  was,  his 
conviction  that  the  number  of  priests  who 
would  be  educated  at  the  College  of  May- 
nooth,  would,  according  to  his  right  hon. 
friend's  proposition,  added  to  those  edu-* 
cated  in  other  parts  ef  Ireland  (of  whom 
the  rif  ht  hon.  baronet  had  taken  no  no- 
ticej,  be  folly  adequate  to  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  required.  As  far  as  he 
understood,  the  number  of  Catholic  priests 
necessai*y  in  Ireland  was  2000.  One  hun- 
dred and  eleven  students  were  educated  in 
different  parts  of  that  island,  which  he  enu- 
merated ;  these,  added  to  the  230  which 
it  was  proposed  to  educate  at  Maynooth, 
made  361.  The  term  of  education  was 
seven  years,  but  frequently  it  did  not  ex- 
tend beyond  five.  Supposing,  therefore, 
that  on  the  average  50  students  would  an- 
nually become  fit  for  ordination,  he  con- 
ceived that  tbis  number  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  keep  up  the  necessary  establish- 
ment. The  fact  was,  that  when  the  May- 
nooth lastitution  was  first  established,  it 
was  not  intended  that  it  should  be  main- 
tained by  the  public  purse.  The  memo- 
rial presented  previously  to  the  ibimdation 
of  that  establishment,  prayed  foi^  a  charter, 
ifk  order  thfit  their  funds  might  be  better 
secured.  With  respect  to  the  478  Catholic 
students,  who,  according  to  the  right  hon. 
baronet,  were  educated  on  the  continent 
before  the  French  Revolution,  the  fact  was, 
that  mast  of  them  received  priests  Or- 
ders before  they  went  abroad.  It  would 
be  found,  upon  enquiry,  that  about  300 
of  them  supported  themselves  when  abroad 
by  the  exercise  of  their  functions  as 
priests. 

Mr.  P&nsanby  ironically  observed,  that 
he  had  great  satisfaction  in  noticing  the 
strong  dispodtion  to  economy  manifested 
by  the  right  hon.  gtotlemen  opposite.  To 
this  motive  alone  could  the  curtailment 
now  proposed  be  attributed.    It  was  not 


possible  to  suppose  that  it  was  dictated  by 
a  desire  to  counteract  the  intentions  of  the 
Jast  administration,  or  by  the  avowal  of 
narrow  and  bigotted  sentiments  to  insult 
the  Irish  nation.  That  economy  was  the 
sole  motive  by  which  the  present  adminis- 
tration was  actuated  in  tliis  measure  was 
evident  by  the  Bill  on  the  table,  for  Re- 
gulating the  Police  of  Dublin  :  in  the  pro- 
visions of  which  so  much  attention  had 
been  paid  to  economy,  that  tlie  aimual  ex- 
pence  to  be  incurred  by  it  amounted  only 
to  a  few  hundreds  less  than  20,000/.  though 
it  was  now  proposed  to  cut  oft"  the  sum  of 
3,750/«  from  the  education  of  four  millions 
of  people.  Instead  of  2000  Catholic 
Priests  necessary  for  Ireland  as  stated  by 
the  right  hon.  bart.  he  had  always  under- 
stood that  3000  were  required.  But  taking 
the  number  at  2000,  it  was  impossible  that 
a  provision  for  the  education  of  '2$0 
students  could  be  sufficient  to  supply  the 
deficiencies  which  sickness,  age,  and  in- 
firmities must  occasion.  If,  however, 
there  was  any  error  in  the  computation, 
on  which  side  was  it  preferable  that  that 
error  should  be?  Was  it  preferable  that 
there  should  be  too  many  or  too  few  ?  He 
would  put  this  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
house.  The  Catholics  as  a  favour  asked 
this  monstrous  sum  of  3,750/.  to  put  the 
foundation  at  Maynooth  on  a  footing  cal- 
culated to  furnish  a  sufficient  number  of 
well  educated  men  for  tlte  Church  in  Ire- 
land. Was  it  wise  to  refuse  them  such  a 
favour  ?  To  how  many  worse  purposes 
would  the  house  vote  away  many  such 
sums  in  the  course  of  the  pre^nt  session! 
It  was  impossible  to  believe  that  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  could  refose  this  request, 
for  any  other  purpose  than  to  enjoy  the 
pleasure  of  a  refusal.  If  the  house  wished 
wholly  to  discountenance  the  Catholic 
religion  in  Ireland,  let  them  not  vote  a 
shilling  for  this  purpose ;  but  if  they  con- 
sented to  grant  any  thing,  let  them  grant 
enough,  and  let  them  grant  it  in  a  manner 
which  would  not  be  insulting  to  those>l)y 
whom  it  waa^to  be  received.  Why  should 
the  Catholics  ask  for  more  than  they  want- 
ed ?  If  they  educated  a  greater  number  of 
priests  than  were  requisite,  what  was  to 
become  >of  them  ?  They  muist  starve.  It 
was  their  interest  to  have  too  few  rather 
than  too  many.  Considering  the  influence 
which  the  clergy  in  efery  countrjr^^  of 
every  persuasion,  had  over  the  people,  it 
was  wise  in  statesmen  to  keep  the  clergy 
at  least  in  good  humour  with  them.  On 
this  svibject  he  was  convinced,  that  the 
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Iridh  Protestants  and  Catholics  were  of  the 
same  sentiments ;  and  that  if  we  were  to 
poll  opinions  in  Ireland^  there  would  be  at 
least  a  hundred  to  one  in  favour  of  his  hon. 
friend's  amendment. 

The  Chancellor  <tfthe  frc/^^^u^  disclaim- 
ed haying  ever  stated  a  principle  of  econo- 
my, as  the  ground  of  the  part  he  had  felt 
it  his  duty  to  tal^  on  the  subject  of  this 
grant.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  a  saving  of  three,  nve,  or  ten  thousand 
pounds,  should  not  be  any  consideration 
to,  impede  a  measure  of  great  and  import- 
ant public  advantage.  As  to  what  the 
right  hon.  gent,  had  said  with  respect  to 
the  Bill  now  before  the  house,  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Police  of  Dublin,  he  did 
not  understand  hnn  to  object  to  the  grant 
for  that  purpose,  and  certainly  the  argu-i 
ments  he  used  in  favour  of  an  extended 
grant  in  the  case  under  consideration, 
would  apply  with  full  effect  in  favour  of 
that  measure.  The  right  hon.  gent,  argu- 
ed, that  the  conduct  of  those  who  sup- 
ported the  original  vote,  arose  from  the 
pleasure  they  felt  in  refusing  a  boon  to  so 
large  a  proportion  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 
But  he  was  convinced  that  the  generous 
mind  of  that  right  hon.  gent  was  incapa- 
ble of  supposing  that  any  man  could  en- 
tertain such  a  sentiment.  For  himself,  he 
felt  no  such  sentiment,  and  when,  from  the 
perhaps  mistaken  view  he  had  of  the  sub- 
ject, (for  he  did  not  think  himself  infallible,) 
he  was  bound  to  refuse  a  grant  that  would 
be  agreeable  to  a  large  portion  of  his  ma- 
jesty's subjects,  it  was  always  to  him  a 
painful  duty.  As  to  the  assertion  that  the 
Tote  which  he  was  to  give  was  dictated  by 
bigotry  or  intolerance,  he  could  not  admit 
that  it  could  be  ascribed  to  either.  It  was 
no  part  of  religious  toleration  to  make  a 
provision  for  the  education  of  the  clergy 
of  the  tolerated  sect*  If  it  were  so,  they 
ought  to  go  much  farther,  for  the  ministers 
of  the  Methodists,  Anabaptists,  and  Qua- 
kers, would  on  that  ground  have  as  good  a 
claim  to  education  as  the  Catholic  clergy ; 
for  in  this  respect,  numbers  made  no  dif- 
ference. The  present  question  was,  there- 
fore, unconnected  with  intolerance.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  state  to  provide  for  the 
education  of  the  ministers  of  the  religion 
of  its  own  establishment,  but  the  same  ob- 
ligation did  not  apply  to  other  sects.  All 
tnat  toleration  required  with  respect  to 
them,  was,  that  no  difficulty  should  be 
created  to  any  measures  they  might  take» 
for  their  own  education.  On  every  ques- 
tion fi>r  an  increase  ^of  grant,  it  was  fit  to. 


consider  what  was  the  amount  of  what  was 
enjoyed  before.  It  was  particularly  de- 
sirable, after  the  establishment  of  the  con- 
nection of  this  country  with  the  Irish  Ca- 
tholics since  the  union,  that  the  grant  of 
the  Irish  parliament  should  not  be  dimi- 
nished. The  fact  was,  that  by  the  vote 
then  under  consideration  that  grant  was  to 
be  extended  to  a  provision  for  one-fourth 
moro  than  were  educated  heretofore.  Jt 
appeared,  besides,  that  1 1 1  others  were  edu- 
cated for  the  Catholic  priesthood  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Ireland.  If  he  had  his 
choice,  he  should  prefer  an  education  for 
them  in  open  seminaries,  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  where  their  intercourse 
with  their  friends  would  not  be  precluded, 
to  the  institution  of  one  great  monastic  es- 
tablishment, in  which  they  would  be  de- 
barred of  all  access  to  their  friends.  This 
institution  had  been  supported  from  its 
foundation  by  public  grants,  which  left  the 
funds  ori^nally  intended  for  it  applicable 
to  other  institutions  in  different  parts  of 
the  country.  There  was, no  impediment 
to  Roman  Catholics  if  they  chose  to  em- 
ploy their  own  funds  for  this  purpose. 
But  if,  in  consequence  of  an  increased 
grant,  a  number  of  hungry  pensioners,  as 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  designated  them, 
should  be  thrown  upon  the  Catholic  body, 
would  not  the  next  step  be  an  application 
for  a  provision  for  them  ?  It  had  been  said, 
but  not  made  out  in  argument,  that  seven 
years  were  necessary  for  the  education  of 
the  Catholic  clergy  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
it  appeared  from  the  papers,  that  most  <^ 
the  clergy  had  left  the  college  in  4  years 
or  less.  On  the  whole,  he  thought  that 
the  supply  of  361  would  be  sufficient  to- 
meet  the  demand  of  the  Catholic  clergy, 
and  therefore  should  vote  for  the  propo-' 
sition  of  his  right  hon.  friend. 

,  Mr.  Ponsonby  insisted,  that  there  had 
been  an  understanding  between  govern- 
ment and  ihe  Catholics,  that  a  sum  should 
be  granted  to  this  institution,  sufficient  to 
defray  the  expences  of  educating  400  stu- 
dents, and  therefore  he  maintained  that 
the  present  was  a  curtailed  grant. 

The  Chancellor  qf  tlie  Exchequer  replied 
that  whatever  might  have  been  the  under- 
standing between  the  Catholics  and  the 
government  of  which  the  right  hon,  gent, 
was  a  member,  parliament  did  not  stand 
committed  by  any  such  pledge. 

Mr.  W,  Elliot  begged  leave  to  explain 
how  the  fact  really  stood.  The  grant  to 
the  college  of  Maynooth,  previous  to  the 
union,  was  only  8,000/.    On  the  recom<T 
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npeDdaiioii  of  the  tntatecs  f<Mr  that  mtito- 
tkm>  the  late  adminifitration  proposed  to 
augment  the  grant  to  13,000/.  and  the  last 

Sarliament  had  actually  voted  this  «uni. 
teibre  this  vote,  however,  could  be  carried 
into  efifect,  that  parliament  was  dissolved, 
and  when  the  new  parliament  met,  bis  ma- 
jesty's present  ministers  wished  to  resort 
to  the  lormcr  sum ;  but  findin^r  that  the 
trustees  had  acted  upon  the  faith  of  re- 
ceiving the  larger  sura,  they  had,  i^ 
one  instance,  carried  into  execution  the 
iatentioQ  of  their  predecessors.  Now, 
however,  th©jr  seemed  to  have  iivercome, 
in  part,  their  objection  to  mnling  more 
than  8000^  though  they  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed apon  te  grant  1 3/XX)/.  so  that  it  was 
pretty  evident^  a  compromise  had '  taken 
place  between  conflicting  opinions.  It 
was  probable,  that  the  question  had  been 
discussed  in  the  cabinet;  that  there  was  a 
difference  of  opinion  respecting  it,  the 
terrors  of  popery  falling  more  lightly  upon 
the  heads  of  some  members  in  it,  than  of 
others ;  and  that  they  had  resorted  to  an 
expedient,  not  uncommon  in  private  life, 
called  splitting  the  difference.  As  to  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  that  it 
was  unprecedented  to  provide  lor  the  edu- 
cation of  the  ministers  of  a  religion  not 
that  of  the  state,  he  observed,  that  the 
state  of  the  Irish  Catholics  was  an  ex- 
tnuirdiuary  anomaly.  They  might  wish 
the  case  to  be  odierwise,  but  they  were  to 
tidco  the  cotmtry  as  it  was  and  to  give  it 
as  nmch  moral  and  political  improve- 
mtxkt  as  it  wK^  capable  of.  Gentlemen 
might  talk  of  restraint;  but  that  had 
be^  the  principle  of  the  penal  code, 
and  had  failed.  They  might  de<puie  the 
Catholics ;  they  mi^ht  make  them  bad 
Catholics,  bad  Christians,  or  bad  subjects, 
but  they  could  not  by  such  means  make 
them  Protestants.  There  was  no  efiectual 
mode  of  improving  the  condition  of  Ire- 
land, but  by  instructing  and  enlightening 
the  clergy  and  the  people  of  the  Catholic 
persuasion.  As  to  the  superior  clergy  of 
the  Catholics,  no  persons  could  possess  more 
real  piety,  exemplary  morality,  and  sound 
political  principles;  and  as^to  the  paro- 
chial clerffy,  he  believed  that  most  of  them 
performed  their  functions  with  fidelity  and 
credit.  If  there  were  any  exceptions 
the^  arose  fimn  the  want  of  proper  edu- 
cation. He  thought  that  every  means 
ought  to  be  employed  to  give  the  Catholic 
cleigy  an  education  with  native  habits  and 
feelings,  and  deprecated  the  impolicy  of 
retradiug  any  part  of  the  former  grant. 


Mr.  Grauan  contended,  <Kat  a  provision 
for  the  education  of  250  students  would 
be  insufficient  to  supply  the  vacancies  diat 
^vottld  occur  in  the  Oatholic  clerOT  b^ 
deaths  or  casualties.  To  make  up  nr  this 
deficiency,  the  country  would  be  left  to 
two  chances,  private  or  foreign  charity. 
One  right  hon.  gent,  had  said  that  Ul 
were  educated  for  the  priesthood  in  pri- 
vate seminaries.  But  the  education  ia 
these  being  only  preparatory  for  the  col- 
lege, that  was  no  education  for  the  priest- 
hood. By  reducDig  the  grant,  the  house 
would  secure  the  ignorance  and  inveterate 
prejudices  of  a  great  portion  of  the  Ca- 
tholics. Proselytism  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected under  such  circumstances.  Reli- 
gious conformity  was  impracticable,  and 
political  conformity,  which  was  in  their 
power,  they  would  destroy  by  the  course 
proposed.  In  endeavouring  to  enforce 
religious  conformity,  they  would  make 
the  mass  of  that  people  inveterate  Catho- 
lics and  political  enemies.  Give  them  un- 
educated and  ignorant  pviests,  and  yon 
weaken  the  Protestant  religion  and  ^ 
Protestant  government.  If  provision  be 
not  made  at  home  for  the  educatioD  of 
theif  clergy,  they  must  seek  it  abroad. 
At  present  that  could  not  happen ;  but 
we  ought  to  k>ok  forward  to  a  time  of 
peace.  Then  they  would  go  and  brin^ 
back  with  them  foreign  connexions  and 
foreign  obligations.  Why  did  we  fear 
the  Catholic  religion  >  was  it  not  from  the 
foreign  connexion  which  it  involved  ?  And 
whilst  the  spirit  of  Bonaparte  pervaded 
the  whole  of  the  continent,  was  that  a  time 
for  keeping  up  the  connexioiv?  The 
students  that  went  abroad  for  education 
under  such  circumstances,  would  acquire 
the  same  Beistical  principles  and  political 
antipathies  that  would  spread  every  where 
around  them.  They  would  therefore  re- 
turn religious  Deists  and  political  Catho- 
lics, to  the  great  danger  of  overthrowing 
the  government.  It  was  true,  that  neither 
the  ministers  of  the  Methodists  nor  of  the 
Quakers  were  educated  at  the  public  ex- 
peiice ;  but  they  were  few  in  comparison, 
and  the  Catholics  formed  the  great  body 
of  the  people  of  Ireland.  If  the  priest^ 
had  any  influence  over  the  Catholics^  they 
should  be  educated  with  sentiments  of  do- 
mestic attachment,  not  with  those  of  our 
political  enemies.  He  doubted  whether 
the  priests  had  as  much  absolute  influence 
over  the  people  of  Ireland  as  was  sup- 
posed, and  the  cause  was,  that  they  were 
not  well  educated.    If  they  wished  the 
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Catholics  of  Ireland  to  be  well  conducted^ 
they  should  make  their  priests  objects,  not 
of  contempt,  but  of  veneration.  The  Pro- 
testant religion  was  not  to  be  extended  by 
demoralising  the  Catholic  qlergy.  They 
might  civilise  the  people  of  Ireland,  but 
could  not  make  them  Protestants.  The 
saving  proposed  was  yery  contemptible. 
The  Catholics  would  gain  by  the  larger 
grant,  the  Protestants  would  not  lose,  and 
the  public  could  sustain  no  injury  by  it. 
On  the  whole,  therefore,  he  should  give 
his  support  to  the  amendment  of  liis  right 
hon.  friend. 

IVIr.  Croker  gave  his  vote  for  the  smaller 
mm,  not  from  any  indisposition  to  the 
great  body  of  the  Irish  Catholics,  but  be- 
cause 230  students,  for  whose  education 
that  sum  was  adequate  to  provide,  were 
Cnnply  sufficient  to  supply  the  vacancies 
hi  2000  pstrishes.  He  stated  that  569  per- 
sons had  been  educated  at  the  College  of 
Maynooth,  aiid  that  one  fifth  of  these  had 
liot  taken  religious  Orders,  but  had  adopt- 
ed other  professions.  He  likewise  ob- 
jected generally  to  the  principles  of  the 
Maynooth  Institution,  because,  from  the 
drcomstance  of  the  education  being  en- 
tirely fifratuitous,  the  students  were  persons 
from  the  lowest  ranks  of  life  ;  and  if  this 
were  not  the  casef,  the  higher  classes  of 
those  who  belonged  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
pifrsuasion  would  bring  up  their  sons  as 
cfergymen;  of  which,  at  present,  there 
were  few  or  no  instances. 

Mr.  M.  FHtgerald  thoti^t  it  extremely 
impolitic  to  hazard  the  irritation  of  tiie 
Catholics  of  Ireland  for  the  sake  of  the 
paltry  sum  df  3,750/.  He  lamented  the 
Ignorance  T^hich  the  chancellor  of  the 
^xchcfquer  betrayed  of  the  character  of 
the  Irtsh  people,  of  the  acttial  situation  of 
that  country,  and  of  the  nature  of  the  esta- 
blishment to  which  the  question  now  be- 
fore the  committee  referred.  The  esta- 
blishment had  originated  in  the  liberal  and 
enlightened  views  of  Mr.  Burke,  and  had 
been  dictated  less  by  generosity  than 
skmtid  policy,  because  it  mi^t  be  consi- 
tiered  ^  rfofmc  remuneration  for  the  illibe- 
rulft^  which  had  marked  the  conduct  of 
the  British  governmetit  towards  the  people 
of  Irelatid,  fof  so  lohg  a  period,  dunng 
Which  they  had  b^eh  kept  in  a  state  of  ig- 
iii>ranccf  ahd  barbarism.  He  reminded  the 
right  hon.  g^nt.  that  the  religion  of  Ireland 
<mte  was  the  Romar<  Catholic  religion,  that 
it  was  by  the  coilflscation  of  the  property 
(of  theCatholiorthat'  those  ^ho  now  sup- 
portui  ihi'viMt  hoto.  gent,  were  enriched. 

Vol-  }LL. 


and  that  it  was  from  the  same  source  that 
the  University  of  Dublin,  and  the  other 
Protestant  seminaries,  had  been  endowed. 
The  system  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  been 
tried  and  acted  upbn  without  success  for 
a  century  ;  but,  instead  of  its  having  ob- 
tained converts  to  the  Protestant  faith, 
it  had  only  served  to  render  the  Catholics 
more  firm  and  bigotted  in  their  persuasion. 
If  the  Union  had  not  taken  place,  he  con- 
tended, that  the  establishment  at  Maynooth 
would  have  been  enlarged  by  the  Irish 
legislature,  not  only  because  the  popu* 
lation  of  the  country  was  increasing  every 
year,  but  because  the  duties  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  priest  were  so  laborious  in  their 
nature,  that  the  number  now  employed 
were  by  no  means  adequate  to  a  faithful 
discharge  of  the  functions  of  the  office. 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  considered  it  very  unac* 
countable,  that  this  should  be  the  only 
grant  to  which  a  principle  o(  economy 
was  to  be  applied,  when  it  was  recollected 
the  abundant  liberality  with  which  larg^ 
sums  had  been  granted  in  the  course  of  this 
session  for  objects  of  far  inferior  import- 
ance. He  alluded  to  two  \pstances  of 
such  liberality  in  support  of  this  alle- 
gation :  21,000/.  had  been  granted  in  the 
course  of  the  last  five  years,  for  com- 
pleating  the  buildings  of  the  House  of  In- 
dustry, which  had  been  nominally  com- 
pieated  before  the  Union  ;  and  IS^OOOf. 
had  been  voted  to  the  Dublin  Society, 
for  encouraging  agricultural  improvement ; 
an  object  which  he  allowed  to  be  import- 
ant, but  which  certainly  was  not  so  im- 
portant as  cultivating  the  public  mind. 
The  establishment  of  Maynooth,  he  con- 
tended, was  conducted  with ,  the  most 
rigid  economy,  and  the  only  effect  of  the 
paltry,  saving  that  ministers  now  had  in 
view)  would  be,  to  prolong  the  reigti  of 
isnortince,  and  to  render  the  Irish  priests 
the  instruments  of  the  peoples'  fanaticism. 
Mr.  Parnell  vindicated  the  Iloman  Ca- 
tholic clergy,  and  read  extracts  from  dpcu* 
mentsin  the  year  1793,  when  Defenderism 
broke  out  in  Ireland,  and  in  1798,  the 
period  of  the  late  Rebellion,  to  prove 
their  loyalty  arid  peaceful  demeanour. — 
The  question  being  now  loudly  called  for, 
the  committee  divided. 

For  the  larger  grant  of  13,000/.   -  58 
For  the  lesser  of  9,250/.      -     ^    -  93 

Majority     -    ^    -    -  — 35 

List  qf  the  Minority, 
Abcrcromby,  J.  Barinj;,  A. 

An!>rruiher,  sir  J.  Bewick,  C. 

Bagenal,  W.  Btddulpli,  R.  M» 
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fiowjer,  sir  T. 
Brand,  T. 
Cnlcrafr,  J. 
Calvert,  N* 
Cavendish,  lord  G. 
Cocks,  E.  C. 
Colborne,  N.  W.  R. 
Combe,  II.  C. 
Cow  per,  E.  S* 
Creevey,  T. 
Duiidafi,  C.  li. 
!^brington',  viscount 
Elliot,  W. 
Fitzgerald,  M. 
Fitzgerald,  Jt 
Fitzgerald,  lord  H* 
Fitzpatrick,  R« 
French,  A. 
Go^ecr,  carl 
Orattun,  H* 
Ilalsey,  J. 
Hamil'ton,  lord  Ai 
Herbert,  A. 
Ilippisley,  sir  J.'Ci 
Howard,  W. 
Hughes,  W.  L* 
Laing,  M.  , 

Lambe>  W« 


Latouche,  J. 
Ldtouclie,  li. 
Laurence,  F. 
Longman,  G* 
Martin^  H. 
Montgomery,  J. 
Moore*  F. 
Morpeth,  viscount 
Newport,  sir  J. 
North,  D. 
Ossuiston,  lord 
Parnell,  H, 
Petty,  lord  !L 
Piggolt,  sir  A. 
Ponsonby,  O. 
Porchester,  Lord. 
Priitie,  Hon.  F.  A. 
Pym,  F. 
Quin.  W.  II. 
Uussell,  lord  W. 
Smith,  W. 
Smith,  Ji 
Somerville,  sir  M* 
Tierney,  G. 
Warden,  G.  L. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Windham,  W. 


HOUSB   OF   LORDS. 

'  Monday,  May  2. 
[t)EBT0Us  Bill.]  Lord  Mllenhorough 
pfi  ented  a  bill,  the  otyect  of  which  he 
stated  to  be  the  relief  of  persons  impri- 
soned for  small  debts  in  certain  cases, 
namely,  wher«  the  party  had  been  impri- 
soned in  execution  for  twelve  calendar 
months,  and  where  the  debt,  exclusive  of 
Costs,  did  not  exceed  20/.  In  such  cases 
upon  application  to  any  of  the  superior 
courts  at  Westminster,  the  parly  misht 
be  discharged,  but  with  a  provision  that 
his  goods  anu  eiiects  should  be  liable  to 
execution  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
plaintiff  had  not  taken  in  execution  the 
body  of  the  defendant,  tt  miglu,  perhaps, 
be  asked  why  this  power  of  discharge  was 
not  giv>en^  as  in  other  cases,  to  the  judges 
at  their  chambers  ?  But  there  had  been 
found  in  various  instances  so  manv  open- 
ings for  fraud  with  respect  to  applications 
to  judges  at  chambers,  that  it  was  thought 
better  to  confine  the  application  to  the 
court.  He  had  not  brought  in  the  bill 
without  consulting  with  others  of  great 
legal  knowledge,  who  entirely  approved 
ofits  provisions.  If  it  was  asked,  why  not 
extend  the  nrovisions  to  larger  sums  ? 
He  answered,  that  this  was  an  expedfent 
which,  if  it  was  found  to  be  beneficial, 
might  afterwards  be  extended  ;  but  he 
could  not  consent,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
run  the  risk  of  affecting  public  credit  by 


extending  provisions  of  this  nature  too  fan 
He  hoped  that  as  it  stood,  it  would,  if  car- 
ried into  effect,  afibrd  some  relief  to  per-< 
i^ons  imprisoned  for  small  debts,  without 
having  any  ii^utious  effect  upon  commerr 
cial  credit.  The  bilj  did  not  extend  to 
Scotland  or  Ireland,  as  he  did  not  wish-  to 
complicate  the  measure ;  but  the  provi- 
sions might  be  afterwards  extended. — ^I'he 
bill  was  read  a  first  time. 


H0US£   OF   COMMONS. 

Monday,  May  2. 
[Local  Militia  Bill.]  Lord  Caulc^ 
reagh,  in  rising  to  move  tne  order  of  the 
day  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Local 
Militia  bill,  thought  it  might  be  for  th« 
convenience  of  the  house,  and  tend  to  save; 
time,  that  he  should  take  that  opportunity 
of  apprizing  gentlemen  of  a  few  alteFSMtionft 
which  he  meant  to  propose  in  the  com«» 
mittee  upon  th^  bill.  The  alterations  he 
had  in  view  bore  so  directly  and  so  much 
upon  the  general  principle  of  the  bill,  that 
he  was  inolined  to  suppose  they  wQuld, 
when  explained,  narrow  considerably  the 
limits  of  any  discussion  upon  that  head* 
The  first  alteration  which  he  meant  to  pro« 
pose,  he  adopted  in  consequence  of  its 
having  been  thought  desii*able  that  the 
measure  under  consideration  should  con^ 
tain  a  proviso  for  the  exemption  from  its 
operation  of  persons  who  bad  actually 
ser\'ed  in  the  militia,  either  personally  or 
by  substitute,  or  who  had  incurred  any 
penalties  in  conse<][uence  of  the  militia 
acts.  In  framing,  his  \i'i\\,  he  had  followed 
the  principle  ot  the  Training  bill  of  the 
ri&ht  hon.  gent  opposite  (Mr.  Windham), 
which  lookecl  to  personal  service,  and  ex- 
tended to  all  not  actually  serving  in  som^ 
other  force.  It  was  thought,  however,  de- 
sirable to  allow  persons  of  Uie  description 
to  l^hich  he  hid  alluded,  an  immunity 
equivalent  to  that  which  they  enjoyed 
under  the  militia  laws,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose a  certain  number  of  years  was  fixed 
upon  as  the  period  of  exemption,  rather 
than  an  indefinite  time. — The  next  point 
upon  which  he  proposed  an  alteration  was, 
to  enable  Volunteer  corps  that  might  b^ 
disposed  to  serve  as  local  militia  rather 
than  as  volunteers,  to  change  the  nature  of 
their  service  :  and  on  this  head  it  was  to 
be  expressly  provided,  that  no  decision  of 
a  majority  of  any  corps  should  bind  those^ 
either  ofiicers  or  men^  who  might  be  in^ 
disposed  to  the  change  of  service,  to  serv^ 
in  the  local  militia  contrary  to,  Uieir  owiy 
wish.      The  clause  he  had  to  propose;^ 
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therefore,  would  provide  for  allowing  the 
officers  of  such  volunteer  corps  to  hold 
commissions  in  the  local  militia,  and  ena- 
ble his  majesty  to  dispense  with  the  qua* 
lificauons  in  such  officers  required  by  the 
militia  laws,  and  by  this  bill.     It  was  also 
to  provide  for  the  transfer  of  the  services 
of  the  privates  of  such  corps  from  the  vo- 
lunteer force  to  the  local  militia. — ^Another 
clause  he  meant  to  propose,  was  to  enable 
persons,  who'se  circumstances  might  oblige 
them  to  transfer  their  residence  from  one 
county  to  another,  to  transfer  also  their 
services  from  the  local  militia  of  one  coun- 
ty if  they  should  be  serving  in  it,  to  the 
local  militia  of  the  other.     He  had  also  a 
clause  to  propose,  which  would  contain  a 
provision  tor  granting  the  same  facilities  of 
support  to  the  families  of  persons  in  the 
local  militia,  whose  labour  was  necessary 
for  the  support  of  their  families,  as  were  at 
present  enjoyed  by  volunteers  of  the  same 
description,  when  they  went  out  on  per- 
n^anent  duty.      This  would  not  bring  any^ 
burthen  upon  the  parishes,  because,  though, 
as  in  the  case  of  volunteers,  the  charge 
would  in  the  first  instance  be  advanced  by 
the  parishj  it  was  afterwards  to  be  refund- 
ed by  the  receiver  general  of  the  county. 
He  was  not  aware  of  any  other  point  which 
it  was  neq^ssary  for  him  to  state  to  the 
house,  but  one  general  regulation,  which 
he  had  always  in  his  contemplation,  and 
of  which  he  was  sure  the  house  would  rea- 
dily perceive  the  expediency,  namely,  to 
place  these  corps,  when  called  out,  under 
the  superintendance  of  officers  of  the  line. 
Every  gentleman  must  instantly  be  aware  of 
the  important  advantages,  in  point  of  prac- 
tical and  professional  improvement,  that 
most  result  from  the  adoption  of  such  an 
arrangement.    Having  thus  explained  the 
nature  of  the  alterations  which  he  meant 
to  introduce  into  the  bill  in  the  committee, 
he  should  now  move  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Whitbread  expressed  his  hope  that 
in  the  committee  the  noble  lord  would  in- 
troduce some  clause  to  remedy  the  gross 
injustice  suffered  by  those  who  were  serv- 
ing by  substitute  in  the  army  of  reserve, 
and  had  since  been  ballotted  mto  the  mili- 
tia, and  obliged  to  serve  in  person.  There 
were  several  who  had  expended  the  fruita 
of  all  their  earnings  in  providing  a  substi* 
tute  in  the  army  of  reserve,  at  the  expenco 
of  forty  or  fifty  guineas,  and  who  having 
afterwards  been  drawn  for  the  militia,  had 
not  the  means  of  procuruig  another  substi- 
tute, and  were  consequently  obliged  to 


serve  personally.  These  were  compara- 
tively few  in  number,  but  it  was  extremely 
desirable  and  just,  that  they  should  be 
allowed  to  withdraw  from  the  militia.  In 
his  county  persons  of  that  description  had 
not  been  subjected  to  the  ballot,  because  it 
had  been  thought  that  it  had  never  been 
intended  by  the  legislature.  He  hoped 
therefore,  that  the  noble  lord  would  pro- 
vide for  this  case  of  hardship  in  the  com- 
mittee, because  a 'clause  to  that  effect 
would  come  much  better  from  him  or  his 
friends  than  from  any  other  member. — 
The  question  being  now  put,  that  the  bill 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Sir  Janics  Hall  said,  there  never  was  a 
period  in  the  history  of  this  country, 
wherein  any  man  could  have  a  better  op- 
portunity to  immortalize  his  name  than 
by  the  establishment  of  an  efficient  sys- 
tem of  defence  and  security,  menaced  as 
we  were  by  the  combined  hostilities  of 
united  Europe,  .urged  on  by  the  ambition 
and  resentments  of  a  too  successful  and  • 
miplacable  foe.  He  clearly  saw  that  the 
object  of  the  noble  lord  in  the  present  bill 
was  to  repair  that  breach  in  the  national 
strength,  occasioned  by  a  decay  in  the 
volunteering  spirit  of  the  people,  by  which 
he  was  compelled  to  the  necessity  of 
adopting  the  only  means  of  organizing  the 
whole  physical  strength  of  the  country, 
namely,  tliat  of  raising  a  force  by  ballot. 
It  was  very  possible  the  bill  might  not  be 
every  thing  which  could  be  wished ;  but  he 
approved  of  the  principle  ;  and  if  nothing 
better  could  be  ottered,  he  should  give  this 
bill  his  support.  It  was  possible  in  the 
committee  to  make  many  amendments,  and 
supply  any  defects  which  the  bill  in  its, 
present  form  might  probably  present.   . 

Colonel  Shipley  co\x\d  not  let  this  bill 
pass,  even  in  this  stage,  or  in  any  other, 
without  entering  hb  decided  protest  against 
its  objects.  It  was  remarkable  enough, 
that  in  these  time8,  when  changes  of  mi- 
nistry were  so  frequent^i  that  every  suc- 
cessive change  was  the  parent  of  a  new 
military  system.  Whatever  might  have 
been  the  merit  of  other  systems,  he  could 
sec  in  this  neither  an  accession  of  strength 
to  the  country,  nor  of  advantage  to  the 
army.  Its  only  object  seemed  to  be  an 
increase  of  influence  to  ministers,  unne- 
cessary and  unmerited^  Little,  indeed, 
did  it  consider  the  dignity  ot  the  comfort 
of  the  soldiery- 1  To  the  system  produced 
last  year,  he  nad  the  pleasure  to  give  hi& 
unqualified  approbation.  It  gave  no  influ- 
ence to  government  ^  it  flung  no  disgrace 
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on  the  military,  but  brought  advantage  to 
both,  without  compromising  the  dignity  of 
either.  To  the  author  of  that  system  (Mr. 
Windham)  every  tribute  was  clue,  and  he 
hoped  the  army  would  ever  hold  in  proper 
estimation  their  eloquent  an'd  decided  ad- 
vocate. His  plan  had  given  general  satis- 
faction, and  created  lively  hopes  ;  and  it 
Tvas  scandalous  that  motives  of  malignant 
jealousy  should  blast  those  hopes,  without 
giving  their  object  even  a  trial,  tie  said, 
the  expence  attendant  on  the  execution 
of  this  bill  was  one  reason  for  his  opposing 
it,  and  the  oppression  it  encouraged  was 
another.  Added  to  this,  he  could  see  no 
one  good  effect  which  it  would  produce  ; 
nor  could  all  the  eloquence  of  the  noble 
lord  persuade  him,  that  soldiers  (miscalled 
such)  could  be  fitted  for  essential  service 
in  i.'8  days.  It  was  impossible  even  to 
drill  tolerable  recruits  in  that  lime.  Tlie 
scheme  proposed  was  radically  bad,  be- 
cause it  employed  compulsion  to  effect 
what  could  be  effectual  only  when  it  was 
voluntary.  The  expence,  too,  he  thought 
a  great  objection,  as  it  was  unattended  by 
any  advantage  ;  it  "appeared,  this  Militia 
was  to  be  armed  at  the  expence  of  govern- 
ment ;  a  permanent  pay,  and  a  permanent 
staff  kept  up,  and  all  for  no  benefit.  As  if 
that  was  not  enough  too,  the  Volunteers 
%vere  to  have  rewards  jjiven  them  for  trans- 
ferring themselves  to  the  Militia,  and  were 
thus  unnecessarily  taken  from  a  post  in 
which  they  were  of  essential  service. 
Little  regard  as  it  had  to  economy,  it  had 
still  less  to  humanity.  It  went  to  drag  the 
peasant  from  his  home,  from  his  &rm, 
from  the  family  who  looked  to  him  for 
^  support,  and  who  were  now  left  to  perish 
unpitied,  or  procure  a  wretched  subsist- 
ence ffleancd  from  the  scanty  pittance  of 
casual  compassion.  But  the  noble  lord 
seemed  to  think  that  it  would  accelerate 
^he  recruiting  for  the  regulars.  What  I  did 
Jie  suppose  tpat  system  could  benefit  any 
particular  part  of  a  body^  on  the  whole  of 
which  it  cast  degradation  and  contempt  ? 
Did  he  suppose  that  men  could  ever  look 
oii  servility  wiih  a'  favourable  eye  ?  His 
general  opinion  of  the  bill  he  had  now 
given  pretty  fully^  but  he  could  not  sit 
gown  without  remarking  a  few  particularly 
obnoxious  clause:?.  Jt  was  intended  by 
the  bill,  that  the  same  qualifications  should 
be  required  for  thi§  part  of  the  military  as 
for  the  old  militia  ;  this  he  could  not*  help 
considering  as  particularly  absurd,  because 
it  was  so  notorious  a  defect  in  the  present  mip 
litia^  that  he  would  venture  to  ssty  there  were 


very  few  colonels  of  regiments  who  were 
not  in  want  of  some  officers,  owing  to  the 
deficiency  of  qualifications  in  those  apply- 
ing for  commissions.  If,  thep,  a  difficulty 
was  found  in  supplying  so  comparatively 
small  a  number,  how  did  the  noble  lord 
suppose  so'iarge  a  number  could  be  offi- 
cered under  the  same  disadvantages  ?  He 
deprecated  severely  the  prohibition  of  sub- 
stitutes. It  was  foolish  to  make  people , 
serve  who  were  unwilling,  when  they  coyld 
find  men  to  serve  voluntarily  ;  aijid  it  was 
cruel  to  compel  those  to  act  with  whose 
interests  it  might  effectually  interfere. 
Compulsion,  however,  was  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  and  compulsion  was  also  the  prin- 
ciple of  ministers  ;  violence  was  their 
priine  and  actuating  principle  ;  tlvey  sup- 
ported commerce  by  throwing  every  im- 
pediment in  its  way  ;  they  e^^alted  the 
army  by  conscription  and  by  infamy  ; 
they  raised  England  by  depressing  tha^ 
spirit  of  her  people  ^  and  conciliated  Ire- 
land by  putting  bigotry  in  office,  and 
decking  out  intolerance  in  laurels  !  He 
was  aware  of  the  disadvantage  underwhich. 
any  minister  would  labour  now  who  pre- 
sented a  new  military  plan,  and  he  cer-. 
tainly  would  not  rise  to  throw  ^ny  liope- 
diment  in  his  way,  if  he  thought  it  was 
about  to  originate  any  one  advantage  ta 
the  country.  Whoever  took  a  re,view  oC 
the  two  last  years  progress,  would  be 
amazed  that  two  administrations  so  dif- 
ferent, could  govern  the  same  nation ;  one 
administration  endeavouring  to  conciliate, 
the  other  to  coerce  the  country;  one 
rising  oi\  the  good  wishes  and  approbattoxi, 
of  the  people,  the  other  affecting  to  despi.se 
them.  He,  said  if  he  saw  any.  one  advan- 
tage likely  to  result  to  the  nation  fron^ 
this  bill.  It  should  have  met  his  support ; 
but  seeing  the  very  opposite  effect,  he.  de- 
precated and  condemned  it. 

Mr,  J,  Smith  was  happy  to  find-  that  the 
only  substantial  objection  that  could  be. 
urged  against  the  bUl  was  removed  by  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  noble  lord 
this  night.  He  had  been  always  a,  decided^ 
friend  to  the  volunteer  system.  He  was 
sorry  the  volunteers  were  not  engaged  for 
the  war,  as  they  might  have  been  at  its  com- 
menperaent.  It  remained  now  to  apply 
the  best  remedy  to  the  error  then  commit- 
ted; and  this  measure  was  the  remedy 
most  etficacious,  as  it  would  go  directly  to 
make  up  for  the  falling  off  that  must  take 
place  in  a  pure  volunteer  force  after  the 
urgency  of  the  immediate  call  for  their 
service  should  l^ave  ceasgd  to  operate  witli 
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Its  original  infhience.  He  denied  that  the 
bill  could  with  propriety  be  called  a  con- 
scription, or  that  there  was  any  thing  op- 
pressive in  the  nature  of  the  service  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  Herbert  (of  Kerry)  saw  nothkiff 
exceptionable  in  the  bili>  which  he  had 
read  over  with  attention.  The  magni- 
tude of  the  dangers  with  which  the  coun- 
try was  threatened  required  the  exer- 
tion of  all  the  powers  of  the  empire 
for  our  defence ;  and  this  measure  con- 
tained no  more  severity  than  the  time  re- 
quired.  The  noble  lord  had  made  one 
material  omission,  which,  however,  might 
yet  be  remedied.  The  empire  was  m- 
debCed  to  the  nobje  lord  for  the  great  mea- 
sure of  the  Union ;  but  that  great  measure 
was  still  imperfect,  while  there  was  not  an 
unity  of  defensive  force  between  the  united 
kingdoms.  It  would  be  a  measure  worthy 
of  toe  uoble  lord  who  had  combated  in 
the  foremost  ranks  to  effect  the  Union, 
to  remedy  that  imperfection,  and  to  ren- 
der the  great  work  complete.  The  hard- 
ship of  the  more  distant  removal  from 
home  would  be  reconciled  by  the  urgency 
of  the  case,  and  would  be  but  an  addition 
to  the  alterations  and  improvements  that 
had  already  been  made  on  the  original 
constitution  of  the  militia.  He  was  anxious 
that  the  bill  should  go  to  a  committee, 
and  hoped  that  the  amendment  he  sug- 
gested would  be  made  in  that  stage. 

Sir  Francis  Bttrdeu  agreed  that  the  noble 
lord  was  the  fittest  person  to  originate 
such  a  measure  as  that  now  before  the 
bouse.  But  the  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last, 
did  not  seem  aware  of  what  that  measure 
would  subject  the  country  to.  In  former 
times,  when  the  array  was  so  composed 
that  it  could  not  be  kept  in  order  without 
extreme  severity,  it  might  have  been  right 
to  enact  and  to  enforce  that  military  code, 
tbe  penalties  of  which  were  now  the  ex- 
clusive disgrace  of  the  British  army  and 
the  British  nation.  But  at  the  present 
tjme,  when  so  great  an  amelioration  had 
taken  place  in  tbe  discipline  and  com- 
position of  our  military  torce,  it  was  no 
longer  excusable  to  continue  those  penal 
enactments ;  and,  certainly,  he  should 
pause  before  he  would  give  his  consent 
to  conimit  the  whol^  people  of  England 
to  what  was  dishoAPurable|  ^nd  perni- 
cious to  the  army  itself  He  had  no 
objection  to  a  conscription,  in  the  full 
force  of  the  word.  He  could  never  con- 
sider it  a  hardship  on  a  man  to  be  called 
w)o^  tp  djpfipnd  {lis  hon^  apd  lp&.comi- 


try,  or  to  qualify  himself  for  that  ne^ 
cessity.  It  was  not  on  thai  ground,  there* 
fore,  that  he  had  any  objection  to  this  mea^ 
sure.  But,  before  be  could  consent  to  stlb- 
ject  the  British  people  to  any  general  call 
of  this  nature,  he  would  call  lor  an  amend«> 
ment  in  the  military  code.  He  could  never 
allow  the  British  peopte  to  bo  subject  to  a 
disgrace,  for  which  Britons  were  particu^ 
larly  unfit,  he  meant  the  lash.  He  would 
never  give  his  consent  to  have  tbe  British 
people  lashed.  It  was  in  this  part  of  the^ 
measure,  however,  that  the  fitness  of  tbe 
noble  lord  to  be  its  proposer  was  particu^ 
larly  felt.  Experience  had  shewn,  that  th#- 
nobie  lord  was  the  fittest  man  in  the  worUk 
to  submit  a  whole  people  to  the  lash.  H» 
allowed,  for  it  was  the  opinion  of  thj9 
ablest  military  men,  that  the  immense 
power  of  France,  directed  by  the  ablest^ 
and  most  experienced  leader  modern  Eu- 
rope had  seen,  was  sufficient  to  impreia 
the  necessity  of  calling  forth  our  whde 
physical  strength  to  meet  the  threatened 
danger.  If  any  fair  and  honourable  mode 
of  drawing  forth  this  exertion  had  beea 
made,  he  should  have  been  ready  to  give4| 
his  support.  But  the  measure  now  be« 
fore  the  house,  though  perfect  for  every 
.  purpose  of  dis^ce,  was  impotent  in  tha 
view  of  strength.  He  was  astonished  that^ 
any  man  should  presume  to  interfere  Uk 
the  government  of  this  country,  with  sa 
little  experience,  as  to  bring  forward  for 
the  main  defence  of  the  nation^  a  mea-^ 
sure  so  inconsistent  with  the  constitution 
and  genius  of  the  people,  and  with 
every  principle  of  common  sense.  The^ 
French  government  had  now  under  its 
controul,  nearly  100  millions  of  people.  lb 
had  the  command,  of  all  the  ports  of  tho 
continent,  and  might  soon  have  fleets  im 
various  quai'ters,  equal  at  least  in  number 
to  ours.  In  these  circumstances,  this  coun- 
try could  not  rest  Its  safety « on  anything 
but  an  armed  population.  The  British  na^ 
tion  should  be  in  a  state  to  f#el  no  alarm, 
even  if  it  had  not  a  ship  on  the  sea.  He 
was  not  dissatisfied  that  the  people  should 
be  made  an  armed  people.  What  he  was 
anxious  for  was,  that  measures  should  issue 
from  that  liouse  of  a  nature  to  inspire  the 
people  with  enthusiasm,  and  to  animate 
them  to,  general  exertion.  He  would  not, 
however,  give  up  the  people  to  be  flogged. 
He  would  not  allow  Britain  to  be  a  flogged 
nation.  When  individual  soldiers  volun- 
tarily sold  themselves  into  that  situation, 
it  was  a  sufficient  shame  to  the  country 
that  permitted  such  an  abuse;    but  he 
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woald  not  allow  the  people  to  be  brought 
into  that  condition  by  compulsory  enact- 
ment. The  burthen  of  unmitigated  personal 
service  he  lefl  out  of  his  consideration  this 
night,  because  it  was  absorbed  in  the  pa- 
ramount importance  of  the  other  points. 
We  had  seen  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  with 
armies  composed  as  ours  were,  fall  before 
France.  The  greatest  military  powers  of 
the  continent,  from  relyinf  on  mere  mer- 
cenary armies  had  been,  as  it  were,  trodden 
down  and  walked  over  by  France,  without 
resistance.  He  was  aware  that  the  con- 
stitution of  this  country  placed  every  man 
at  the  disposal  of  the  king,  to  be  placed 
in  the  station  in  which  he  would  be  most 
wanted  to  resist  the  enemy  in  case  of  in- 
vasion. He  objected  not  to  this;  but  he 
wished,  by  the  abolition  of  the  disgrace- 
ful penalties  attached  to  the  condition  of  a 
British  soldier,  to  make  the  situation  such 
as  a  British  freeman  might,  without  im- 
propriety, be  placed  in.  The  fatality  with 
which  neglects,  such  as  were  now  to  be 
complained  of  iathis  country,  were  attend- 
ed to  monarchs  less  consummately  virtuous 
than  ours,  ou^ht  to  teach  us  the  duty  of 
doing  every  thing  incumbent  on  us  to  se- 
cure a  lire  60  precious.  He  therefore 
begged  his  majesty's  ministers  to  be  cau- 
tious how  they  proposed  measures  of  ge- 
neral defence,  clogged  with  obligations  dis- 
honourable to  any  nation,  but  particularly 
inconsistent  with  the  characteristic  and 
constitutional  freedom  of  Britons.  Unless 
this  measure  should  be  amended  in  the  com- 
mittee ;  and  "unless  a  general  amendment 
should  be  made,  by  omitting  the  obnoxious 
penalties  from  the  Mutiny  act,  he  should  be 
under  the  necessity  of  giving  it  his  decided 
opposrtion  in  the  latter  stages.  He  la- 
mented that  every  thing  that  was  done  by 
the  British  government,  was  calculated  to 
give  an  idea  that  the  nation  was  hastening 
to  its  fate.  A  short  time  ago,  a  great  mea- 
sure was  brought  forward  for  the  general 
and  permanent  support  of  the  army.  That 
measure  was  scarcely  allowed  to  commence 
its  operation,  when  it  was  altered,  and  in 
substance  repealed.  There  was  nothing 
but  vacillation  in  our  councils.  In  the 
present  administration,  nothing  was  brought 
ibrwanl  but  measures  of  mere  temporary 
convenience,  and  immediate  practical  po- 
licy, measures  that  stamped  their  authors 
as  mere  journeymen.  ITiere  was  nothing 
like  those  great  principles  by  ^hich  alone 
nations  could  flourish,  and  from  which  no 
nntion  ever  departed  without  involving  its 
own  ruiq.      Having  entered   his  protest 


agaiast  the  measure,  on  these  most  im- 
portant points,  he  would  reserve  his  further 
observations  to  a  future  stage  of  the  bill. 

Colonel  Wood  vindicated  the  militaty 
code  of  this  country,  which  he  pronounced 
to  be  the  most  lenient  in  Europe.  It  had 
been  contended  that  the  present  plan  was 
unpopular,  and  calculated  to  increase  the 
influence  of  ministers :  this  he  thought  a 
contradiction  in  terms.  He  could  not 
understand  how  a  measure  could  give  mi- 
nisters influence,  and  be  at  the  same  time 
mipopular. 

Mr,  Whkhread  could  easily  remove  the 
difficulty  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had, 
of  conceiving  how  any  thing  that  would 
give  patronage  could  be  unpopular.  Mea- 
sures of  taxation,  for  instance,  were  ex- 
tremely unpopular,  yet  no  measures  were 
attended  with  more  extensive  patronage 
in  the  appointment  of  collectors,  &c. ; 
and  even  that  patronage  was  felt  as  one' 
of  the  greatest  hardships  annexed  to  them. 
His  hon.  friend  behind  him  (Mr.  Herbert) 
had  complimented  the  noble  lord  opposite 
on  his  gallantry  in  fighting  in  the  foremost 
ranks  tor  the  Union,  and  conquering  the 
opponents  of  that  measure.  His  hon.  friend 
ought,  however,  to  have  recollected,  that 
one  of  the  greatest  conquerors  of  antiquity 
asserted,  that  he  would  take  any  town  into 
which  he  could  get  room  for  an  ass  laden 
with  gold  to  enter.  That  this  was  the  sort 
of  agency  employed  in  the  conquest  for 
which  his  hon.  friend  gave  the  noble  lord 
so  much  credit,  he  had  the  authority  of  the 
Irish  chanceHor  of  the  exchequer  for  be- 
lieving. It  was  strange  that  the  noble 
lord,  who  was  formerly  foremost  in  defence 
of  the  Volunteers,  and  who  for  that  pur- 
pose imputed  expressions  to  his  right 
hon.  friend  which  he  had  never  made  use 
of,  should  now  bring  forward  a  measure 
which  went  to  absorb  them  altogether. 
For  if  that  was  not  the  object  of  the  pre- 
sent measure,  he  could  not  see  what  it  was 
good  for.  The  noble  lord  regarded  the 
Voluntters  as  an  ancient  orator  did  a 
great  but  dangerous  political  character  of 
his  time  :  laudtmdi,  ornandi — tollcndi.  The 
noble  lord  had  praised  and  ornamented 
the  Volunteers,  and  now  he  came  to  des- 
troy them.  The  Training  act,  which  the 
noble  lord  shewed  he  did  not  understand, 
in-as-much  as  he  conceived  it  was  to  be 
executed  by  the  constable,  was^evidently 
the  original  from  which  the  noble  lord  de^ 
rived  this  measure.  The  recruiting  of  the 
army  would  have  been  regularly  and  per- 
manently provided  for#  if  the  noble  loni^ 
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bad  suffered  the  measure  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  fairly  to  operate.  But  the  noble 
lord  would  have  a  volunteering  from  the 
Militia,  Yvhich  had  indeed  been  successful, 
as  nobody  doubted  it  would  be,  but  had 
been  attended  with  most  oppressive  conse- 
quences from  the  general  operation  of  the 
ballot  to  supply  the  deficiency  the  volun- 
teers had  left  afler  them.  The  multipli- 
cation of  the  ballot  by  the  present  measure 
would  extend  the  hardship  still  farther. 
He  would  venture  to  say,  that  when  it 
should  come  to  be  tried,  the  number  of 
men  required  could  not  be  found  between 
the  ages  of  1 S  and  3d.  It  would,  besides, 
be  attended  with  the  most  ruinous  effect  on 
the  morals  and  industry  of  the  young  men, 
whom  it  was  proposed  principally  to  sub- 
ject to  the  ballot,  to  take  them  away  for 
i28  days  from  their  homes,  and  to  send 
them  back  depraved  and  corrupted,  to 
communicate  the  baleful  eOects  of  theijr 
campaign  around  the  neighbourhood.  The 
expenc^  of  converting  the  Volunteers  into 
Local  Militia  was  enormous,  and  when 
compared  with  that  of  his  right  hon.  friend's 
great  measure  which  had  been  so  much 
complained  of,  it  would  be  found  to  be 
mucn  more  considerable.  Still  he  wished 
the  measure  should  go  into  a  committee, 
in  order  that  it  might  be  corrected  as  much 
as  possible  by  the  noble  lord  and  by  others. 
With  respect  to  the  interchange  oi  Militia, 
that  was  a  measure  too  important  to  be 
implicated  in  any  other.  Would  to  God 
the  Irish  were  not  left  under  the  neces- 
sity of  coming  to  England  to  learn  what 
wonld  attach  them  to  the  British  consti- 
tution and  connection !  Would  to  God 
the  government  of  the  day  were  sensible 
of  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  attaching  and 
inspiring  the  Irish  nation  by  conciliatory 
measures  !  Then  there  would  be  no  occa* 
sion  for  such  an  interchange.  He  unshed 
to  avoid,  on  this  occasion,  the  discu^ion 
of  the  severe  punishments  contained  in  our 
military  code.  He  always  believed  the 
English  were  good  and  humane  officers, 
and  that  they.miti^ated^  by  their  mode- 
ration and  lenity,  the  rigour  of  the  lawv 
Such  he  knew  was  the  impression  of  the 
men,  both  by  sea  and  lana  ;  they  always 
preferred  being  tried  by  their  officers,  to 
being  tried  by  their  comrades. 

IV&.  Wilherforce  began  with  lamenting 
that  the  country  did  not  seem  awake  to 
the  perils  by  which  it  was  surrounded. 
Neither  in  nor  out  of  parliament  could  he 
find  that  there  was  a  sense  adequate  to  the 
greatness  of  the  dangers  which  impended 


over  us.  We  had,  it  was  true,  seen  thes^ 
dangers  increasing  for  a  Ions  time ;  we 
had  been  accustomed  to  consider  them  so 
much,  and  they  became,  in  some  measure, 
so  familiar  to  us,  that,  seeing  they  were 
never  realized,  we  were  too  apt  to  treat 
them  with  a  contempt  they  did  not  deserve. 
Some  years  ago,  there  was  a  stronger  dis- 
position in  the  country  than  at  present, 
to  adopt  measures  necessary  for  its  safety, 
and  yet  the  power  of  I'l-ance  was  nothing 
then  compared  with  what  it  was  at  thin 
moment.  He  could  in  no  way  explain 
this  phenomenon,  except  upon  that  prin- 
ciple of  confidence  arising  from  the  pre-« 
sumed  extinction  of  the  naval  power  of 
France.  Sheltered  behind  our  woodeo 
walls,  as  they  were  cdlled,  we  seemed  t6 
deride  the  dangers  by  which  we  were 
threatened.  But  this  was  a  security,  upon 
which  implicit  reliance  was  not"  to  be 
placed.  The  most  experienced  military 
characters  allowed  that  it  was  possible  fof 
the  enemy  to  land  a  large  force,  in  more 
parts  than  one  of  the  country.  To  oppose 
any  attempt  of  this  k'ind,  we  should  always 
have  such  a  militaiy  force  on  foot,  as  would 
preclude  the  enemy  from  the  possibility  of 
success.  We  should  possess  such  a  species 
of  internal  force  as  might  operate  as  a  dis- 
couragement to  descent,  and  make  success, 
humanly  speaking,  impossible.  When  na- 
tions endeavoured  to  overthrow  each  other, 
their  chief  instruments  were  regular  armies, 
but  on  such  occasions  the  power  assailed 
had  a  very  great  advantage  over  tlie  as- 
sailant The  former,  in  addition  to  its 
regular  force,  might  avail  itself  of  its  po^ 
puiation,  in  the  same  manner  as,  in  a  sieffe, 
the  commander  would  sometimes  call  tne 
inhabitants  to  his  assistance  in  the  defence 
of  the  place.  Considering  the  strength 
and  acrimony  of  the  enemy  with  whom 
we  had  to  contend,  we  should  neglect 
nothing  which  might  conduce  to  our  se- 
curity. The  whole  population  of  the  coun- 
try should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  trained  to 
the  use  of  arms;  and  here  it  might  be 
said,  the  plan  of  his  noble  friend  did  not 
come  up  to  his  ideas.  He  regretted  that 
it  did  not.  The  principle  and  foundation 
of  the  measure  was  good,  but  it  was  not 
sufficiently  spacious  or  comprehensive.  It 
was  desirable  that  a  great  part  of  the  po- 
pulation should  be  put  into  such  a  degree 
of  training*  as  would  qualify  it  to  be  in-: 
corporated  with  the  regular  army  in  case 
of  exigency,  and  that  we  should  have  at 
the  same  time  a  great  regimented  force.^ 
This,  as  well  as  he  understc^d  it,  was  the 
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prhicipl^  of  his  noble  friend's  plan,  which, 
he  was  sorry  to  find,  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  carry  to  the  exttnt  which  he  him- 
self thought  necessary.  Perhaps,  however, 
when  it  should  comeu^  be  farther  deve- 
loped, it  might  be  made  to  come  nearer  to 
the  system  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  re- 
commending. He  could  not  help  regret- 
I'mg  tliat  his  noble  friend  did  not  feel  him- 
aelf  warranted  to  call  upon  the  people  to 
come  forward  in  their  own  defence;  to 
remind  them  of  the  victories  and  triumphs 
of  their  ancestors;  to  represent  to  them 
the  imminent  and  houfly  increasing  dan- 
jjera  with  which  they  were  threatened ; 
and>  by  a  vigorous  appeal  to  their  pa- 
triotism and  thett  spirit,  to  rouse  them  to 
rush  forward  toTfcfend  and  uphold  the  li- 
berties, the  honour,  the  interest,  and  the 
security  of  the  country.  The  plan,  how- 
ever, as  far  as  it  went,  met  his  entire  ap- 
probation. He  also  approved  highly  of 
the  plan  of  defence  proposed  by  another 
noble  lord  (the  earl  of  Selkirk),  and  wished 
it  was  carried  into  effect.  The  volunteers 
trere  not  interfered  with  by  the  present 
measure,  which  went  only  to  provide  a 
.supply  in  the  event  of  their  railing  off. 
Every  one  who  had  considered  the  sub- 
ject allowed  the  difficulty  of  keeping  up  a 
great  standing  army  in  time  of  peace.  It 
therefore  became  necessary  to  have  a  large 
subsidiary  force,  which  might,  if  neces- 
sary, be  easily  transferred  to  the  regulars. 
A  varied  force  was  fittest  for  this  country, 
all  the  branches  of  which  would  act  with 
common  emulation.  He  trusted  parlia- 
ment would  provide  a  defence  adequate  to 
the  exij^ency ;  and  that  long  contempla- 
tion of  the  daneerwould  not  cause  it  to  be 
undervalued.  The  enemy  had  no  longer 
powerful  nations  to  dread ;  the  loss  of  an 
army  was  less  material  to  him,  and  he  was 
less  exposed  to  revolt  at  home.  These 
-^rerc  all  additional  temptations  to  under- 
fake  the  enterprise  against  us.  But  our 
great,  free  populatiop,  if  government  and 
parliament  would  avail  themselves  of  them, 
aflbrded  atnple  means  to  render  attack 
hopeless,  and  peace  secure. 

Mr.  Wlndhain  vindicated  himself  and  his 
friends  from  the  imputation  of  under-rating 
the  danger  of  invasion.  He  could,  how- 
ever, remertiber  a  period  of  danger,  the 
year  1798,  when  the  hon.  gent,  who 
Drought  the  charge  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  had 
Been  mainly  instrumental  in  forcing  on  the 
minister  at  that  time  (Mr.  Pitt)  a  measure 
which  pot  the  government  of  this  country 
ma  course- entirely  new,  and  to  which  the 


disasters  that  had  befallen  Europe,  w^re 
in  a  great  degree  to  be  attributed.  This 
he  said  to  Tindicate  the  memory  of  that 
great  man  from  at  least  one  of  the  errors 
that  in  many  instances  Were  groundlessly 
charged  upon  him.  At  present  the  danger 
seemed  to  be  so  far  thought  of,  that  some- 
thing was  to  be  done  to  meet  it ;  but  it 
seemed  to  be  thoughtmatter  of  indifference 
what  that  something  should  be.  His  ob- 
jection to  the  present  measure  was  not 
that  it  went  to  ao  too  much,  or  that  it  was 
too  burthensome,  but  that  it  was  in  its  na* 
ture  inefficient  He  wished  to  strip  the 
measure  of  its  feathers,  and  to  shew  it  in 
its  natural  size.  The  proposed  measure 
would  be  attended  with  vast  expence,  with 
a  general  disturbance  of  the  occupations  of 
private  life,  patronage  without  end,  and  a 
great  contamination  of  public  morals.  The 
measure  was  bulky,  but  he  wished  to  as- 
certain its  substantial  size.  What  would 
all  the  tinsel  bum  for?  what  Weight  of 
solid  gold  did  it  contain  ?  We  were  told  of 
500,000  men  in  arms  ;  but  we  had  both 
the  men  and  the  arms  before.  The  en- 
rolling, too,  was  provided  for  by  the  Train- 
ing act,  to  the  amount  of  200,000  men,  or 
more  if  necessary.  The  training  was  to 
have  been  for  24  days,  now  it  was  to  be  for 
28,  and  the  men  were  to  be  incorporated 
into  companies,  regiments,  or  battalions. 
This  last,  in  fact,  was  the  only  point  in  which 
the  noble  lord's  splendid  measure  differed 
from  its  barren  predecessor.  This  w^  at 
loss  instead  off  a  gain  ;  but  even  if  it  was  a 
eain,  it  would  be  too  dearly  purchased  at 
the  expence  of  all  the  mone}',  vexation, 
corruption,  and  patronage,  that  would  at- 
tend It.  The  noble  lord  secrned  to  think 
that  by  nutting  military  clothes  on  men, 
he  could  make  them  soldiers,  and  that 
upon  getting  the  regimental  tailors  to  put 
on  red,  while,  and  blue  facings,  he  could 
establish  an  army  at  pleasure.  This  was, 
however,  a  false  idea ;  it  was  notorious  that 
it  was  by  regular  troops  opposed  to  iire- 
gular,  that  France  had  conquered  and  Eu-* 
rope  had  been  subdued.  He  asserted  from 
rtie  best  authority,  that  the  men  thus  trained 
could  not  without  the  danger  of  certain 
defeat  be  brought  to  act  with  regiments  of 
the  line  in  the  day  of  battle.  He  pro- 
posed that  the  men,  when  trained,  shoukl 
be  used  as  a  great  reserve,  to  be  brought" 
gradually  into  the  hne  to  repair  the  losses 
that  might  arise.  It  was  not  merely  to 
supply  the  incidental  falling  offset  the 
Volunteers  that  the  present  bill  was  brought 
forwanL    There  wa»  a  circular  letter  t6 
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«top  the  Increase  of  the  Volunteers.  The 
idea  of  binding  the  volunteers  to  com- 
pulsory service  was  too  ridiculous  to  be 
heard  with  patience.  He  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  recommended  to  the  militia  and 
volunteers,  a  Spanish  proverb  which  says, 
*  defend  me  from  my  friends,  and  I  will 
defend  myself  against  my  enemies/  It 
turned  out  in  fact,  that  both  Volunteers 
and  Militia  suflfered  more  from  their  friends 
opposite,  than  from  him  ^ho  was  called 
their  enemy.  He  proposed  that  the  Vo- 
lunteers coming  forward  after  a  certain 
time,  should  serve  without  pay  ;  and  he 
believed,  that  was  the  object  of  the  noble 
lord's  proposition  on  this  head  now.  The 
noble  lord  thought  he  did  a  great  deal 
when  h^  made  a  great  bustle.  Or  rather, 
he  wished  to  appear  to  do  something,  and 
for  that  purpose  set  about  undoing  what 
was  ah-eady  done.  His  plan  had  l^n  to 
increase  the  army  by  rendering  the  con- 
dition of  the  soldier  attractive  to  the  res- 
pectable population*  The  noble  lord  pro- 
ceeded, not  by  raising  the  situation  of  the 
soldier  to  the  condition  of  the  people,  but 
by  debasinff  the  people  to  the  level  of  the 
soldier.  HLe  contended,  that  besides  the 
bad  eilects  of  28  days  licence,  under  offi- 
cers having  no  controul,  many  persons 
who  had  aobody  to  attend  to  their  daily 
business  in  their  absence  would  be  ruined. 
On  a  former  occasion  he  recommended  a 
general  fine  ;  for  the  liberty  of  getting 
substitutes  had  before  raised  the  bounty  to 
an  enormous  height.  It  was  an  oppressive 
feature  of  the  present  bill,  that  it  prevented 
the  alleviation  of  the  burthen  that  might 
fall  on  the  individual,  by  insurance.  If 
the  bill  was  allowed  to  operate  in  its  pre- 
sent state, thousands  must  be  crushed  under 
it  like  grubs  ;  and  all  this  mischief  was  to 
be  incurred  to  indulge  the  noble  lord  in  an 
army  of  red  coats  and  breeches.  It  was 
very  absurd  to  accuse  him  and  his  friends 
of  want  of  regard  for  the  interest  of  the 
country,  because  they  attempted  to  correct 
the  feulty  measures  proposed  by  his  "ma- 
jesty's ministers;  He,  on  the  contrary, 
thought  the  country  was  -strengthened  by 
pointing  out  and  correcting  these  weak- 
nesses. It  was  said,  the  Volunteers  had  no 
objection  to  be  converted  into  Local  Mi- 
litia, if  their  officers  were  enrolled  in  their 
respective  ranks.  He  objected  much  to 
this  general  enrolment  without  any  regard 
to  qualification.  It  was  no  recommendation 
to  him  that  the  magistrates  approved  of 
the  bill,  not  even  that  the  deputy  lieute- 
nants, or  the  lords  lieutenant  approved  of 
Yot.XI. 


it,  considering  who  had  the  appointment 
of  the  lords  lieutenant,  and  the  recent  ap- 
pointment the  noble  secretary  had  made 
of  a  person  connected  with  himself,  and 
wholly  unconnected  with. that  county,  to 
be  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk. The  number  of  officers,  and  clerks 
of  division,  and  subdivision,  which  this 
measure  would  require,  would  extend  the 
influence  of  government,  or  that  of  those 
upon  whom  government  had  influence, 
throughout  the  country.  The  mischief  of 
this  influence  was,  not  only  that  it  cor* 
rupted  the  public  mind  extensively,  but 
also  that  it  unsettled  it  still  more.  He  ap- 
pealed to  all  who  had  ever  filled  offices 
with  patronage  annexed  to  them,  whether 
the  enect  of  seeing  a  friend  or  a  neighbour 
provided  for  by  a  place,  was  not  to  lead 
away  many  others  irom  the  slow  advan- 
tages of  industry,  and  to  inspire  them  with 
a  desire  of  the  same  easy  provision.  How 
extensively  would  this  bill  operate  in  this 
way,  providing  every  where  so  many  em- 
ployments, at  the  disposal  of  those  who 
were  at  the  disposal  ot  government.  The 
noble  lord  never  wished  his  stream  to  flow 
through  a  dry  and  sterile  soil ;  he  gene- 
rally took  care  to  direct  it  through  Tanjs 
flowing  with  ministerial  milk  and  honey. 
When  the  noble  lord  travelled  through  the 
country,  he  liked  to  have  comfortable  sta- 
tions on  his  right  and  on  his  left  to  bait  at. 
HeMeft  the  house  and  the  country  to  con- 
sider whether  the  noble  lord's  dressed  sol- 
diers with  their  military  coats  and  breeches, 
facings  and  feathers,  and  bands  of  music, 
had  at  such  expence  and  with  so  much 
vexation,  with  the  disturbance  of  the  occu- 
pations and  the  injury  of  the  morals  of 
the  people,  with  the  unlimited  patronage 
annexed,  was  to  be  preferred  to  his  System 
of  training,  which  without  any  derange- 
ment of  industrious  occupations  and  moral 
habits  rendered  the  men  equally  effective. 
He  would  not  take  up  more  of  the  time  of 
the  house  at  present,  but  reserve  himself 
for  the  future  stages  of  the  bill. 

Lord  Castlereagh  replied  shortly  to  the 
several  objections  made  against  the  bill. 
He  had  been  taxed,  he  said,  with  having 
borrowed  a  great  part  of  the"^ material* 
from  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr# 
Windham),  and  he  was  free  to  own,  that 
in  some  instances  that  might  be  the  case. 
He  was  by  no  means  ashamed  of  borrowing 
any  idea  from  the  right  hon.  gent.,  as  he 
was  extremely  desirous  to  give  the  country 
every  possible  advantage  which  it  could 
derive  trom  the  talents  of  the  right  hon. 
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cent.,  in  military  improyemcnts,  and  as 
he  was  at  the  same  time  equally  desirous 
to  save  the  country  from  every  possible 
expence,  without  recurring  to  the  system 
of  substitution.  He  was,  therefore,  not  a 
little  surprised,  that  the  right  hon.  gent, 
should  be  so  sore  at  his  having  adopted  a 
favourite  child  of  his  own.  He  concurred 
with  his  hon.  friend  behind  him  (Mr. 
Wilberforce),  that  it  was  necessary  the 
country  should  know  the  extent  of  the 
danger  of  the  present  moment,  and  the 
extreme  necessity  there  was  of  guarding 
effectually  against  it ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose, that  our  present  existing  force  should 
be  of  a  permanent  nature.  It  was  evident, 
that  the  enemy  was  now  possessed  of  such 
an  extent  of  coast  as  required  much  more 
extensive  and  eiiectual  measures  to  guard 
against  his  future  attacks.  He  had  form- 
erly brought  down  his  trt>ops  to  Boulogne, 
and  from  thence  alone  haci  threatened  us 
with  an  attack ;  but  he  was  now  possessed 
of  the  port  of  Flushing,  and  that  was  a 
point  from  which  he  might  severely  annoy 
m,  and  against  which  it  behoved  us  to  be 
particularly  and  adequately  prepared. 
We  had  now  not  less  than  200,000  effec- 
tive men,  rank  and  file,  of  regular  force, 
taking  together  our  Army  and  Militia : 
we  could  not  acjd  more  than  50  or  60/X)0 
men  in  the  usual  course,  and  how,  then, 
were  lye  to  obtain  such  a  number  as  would 
answer  the  purpose  of  acting  with  the 
regular  army?  He  was  convinced  the 
mode  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  of 
training  men  by  the  exercise  of  24  days, 
was  not  likely  to  make  them  Such  soldiers 
as  would  be  able  to  stand  against  the 
French  troops  whenever  they  might  arrive 
in  this  country.  He  was,  therefore,  desir- 
ous  to  make  the  most  advantageous  provi- 
sion that  the  nature  of  the  case  would  ad- 
mit of.  If  we  could  not  have  the  best,  we 
must  take  the  next  best;  and  if  we  could 
not  have  the  required  force  out  for  the 
whole  time  that  might  be  wished,  we  must 
take  them  for  such  a  length  of  time  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  country  would  allow. 
He  could  by  no  means  see  how  this  kind 
€>f  force  proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill 
was  so  inadequate  as  had  been  represented. 
It  very  nearly  approximated  to  the  force 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  the  General 
Training  act  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  and 
the  house  could  not  but  recollect  there  was 
•  time  when  that  right  hon.  gent,  placed 
his  trained  force  second  only  to  the  regu- 
lar army.  He  had  repctodly  entertained 
>he  house  with  the  great  ^ect  which  an 


armed  peasantry  must  produce  in  the  field 
by  firing  on  the  enemy  from  concealed 
places,  in  a  country^  the  situation  of  wh^ch 
they  were  so  much  better  acquainted  with 
than  the  enemy  could  be ;  and  he  belieVed, 
if  gentlemen  would  carefiilly  examine 
this  bill,  and  compare  it  with  the  General 
Training  act  of  the  hon.  gent,  they  would 
find  that  the  only  material  difference  be- 
tween them  was  as  to  the  mere  number  of 
days  of  training.  If  the  right  hon.  gent, 
would  allow  that  the  Volunteers  had  any 
merit  at  all,  and  if  the  Volunteers  would 
consent  to  give  their  services  for  a  certain 
time,  and  would  agree  to  be  trained  not 
only  in  time  of  war  but  of  peace,  they  could 
not  fail  to  become  a  force  of  the  most  in- 
estimable value  to  the  country.  These,  and 
the  Local  Militia  raised  from  the  coast 
counties,  would  create  a  force  of  530,000 
men  for  England  only,  and  taking  in  Ireland 
and  Scotland,  we  should  have  an  effective 
force  of  400/XX)  then,  in  addition  to  the 
200,000  regular  and  militia  forces  ;  and 
in  order  to  procure  this,  he  thought  it 
adviseable  to  put  the  ri^t  hon.  gent's 
plan  in  force,  certainly  not  to  the  ex- 
travag[ant  amount  he  had  intended,  but  in 
certain  proportions  in  every  regiment, 
such  as  should  answer  the  purpose  on  a. 
smaller  scale ;  and  though  he  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  this  might  not  be  ex- 
tended at  a  future  time,  he  thought  every 
thing  had  been  done  at  present  which  the 
nature  of  the  service  and  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  required.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  had  said  a  great  deal  about  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  Bill :  for  his  own  part,  he 
did  not  see  it  in  that  light  at  all ;  lean  as 
he  was,  he  was  sure  if  he  never  fattened 
more  than  on  the  patronage  of  this  Bill,  he 
must  remain  the  same  slender  figure  he 
then  was  to  the  end  of  his  days.  A  great 
cry  had  been  set  up  against  this  bill,  by 
comparing  it  to  the  measure  of  conscrip- 
tion ;  but  there  certainly  was  no  ground 
for  that  comparison,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
but  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of  this 
country  would  relieve  them  fi-om  all  alarm 
on  that  head,  when  they  seriously  consi- 
dered the  bill.  As  to  the  observations  of 
the  hon.  baronet  (sir  F.  Burdett),  he  did 
not  consider  them  as  detracting  much  ftoxA 
the  value  of  the  proposed  plan,  and  he 
hoped  the  good  sense  of  the  country 
would  secure  the  people  from  giving  in  to 
the  opuiion  of  that  hon.  baronet,  as  to  the 
degradation  of  the  military  service.  He 
should  reserve  the  further  discussion  till 
the  bill  was  committed,  when  he  hoped  to 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  1€ 


117] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  May  4,'  \mii.—Anntdiies  to  Scotch  Judge$. 


[im 


be  able  to  prove  that  the  proposed  force 
could  be  obtained  on  better  terms  than 
coold  have  been  expected  under  the  plan 
of  the  right  hon.  gent  opposite. — ^The  bill 
wad  then  read  a  second  time. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  May  4. 
[Annuities  to  Scotch  Judges.1  The 
loni  Advocate  of  Scotland  moved  that  the 
house  should  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
to  consider  further  of  the  propriety  of  pro- 
Tiding  for  Judges  retiring  from  the  Bench 
in  Scotland,  in  consequence  of  old  age  and 
infirmity. 

Mr.  Abercromby  was  unwilling,  even  in 
that  early  sta^e  of  the  business,  to  let  the 
present  question  pass  without  stating  his 
objection  to  the  principle.  In  the  first 
place,  there  was  no  analogy  whatever  be- 
tween tliose  Judges  and  the  Judges  in  Eng- 
land or  Ireland,  as  the  latter  went  circuit, 
and  had,  after  discharging  the  business  in 
their  respective  courts  in  the  metropolis, 
to  go  through  a  weighty  provincial  duty; 
wlu^eas,  the  former  had  not  employment 
for  two  thirds  of  the  year,  and  had  no  cir- 
cuits to  attend ;  the  duties  of  the  barons 
of  the  exchequer  were  not  only  very  easy, 
and  such  as  almost  any  man  miffht  perform, 
but  also  very  light  He  oould  not,  undet 
such  circumstances,  consent  to  any  ad- 
dition to  the  burthens  of  the  people,  so 
much  burdened  already,  by  compensation 
90  unmerited  and  uncalled  for. 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  though 
he  admitted  that  the  duties  of  the  exchequer 
barons  was  not  heavy,  still  thought  that 
Scotland  had  a  right  to  expect  that  the 
liberality  of  this  country  would  not  deny 
to  a  supreme  court  of  judicature  in  Scot- 
land wnat  they  had  already  given  to  their 
own.  He  thought  too,  that  the  less  the 
barons  had  to  do,  the  less  temptation  they 
would  have  to  retire  from  such  light  duty, 
and  that  consequently  the  public  money 
would  be  the  less  encroached  upon. 

Hr.  H.  Martin  was  anxious,  that  those 
who  should  have  properly  executed  the 
laborious  and  important  duty  of  adminis- 
tering justice  should  be  liberally  reward- 
ed ;  and  if  the  like  laborious  duties  attach- 
ed to  the  barons  of  the  exchequer  in  Scot- 
land as  to  those  of  England,  there  could 
be  no  reason  why  they  should  not  have 
the  fame  advantages  of  retirement  But 
the  p<»iit  was,  that  the  judicial  duties  of 
the  barons  of  the  exchequer  in  Scotland 
Wiie  potbmg;  and  tbeimiiiiiilerial  duties 


consisted  merely  in  sigiiin|^  their  names 
to  the  warrants  sent  from  this  country. 

The.  SoUdtor^General  of  Scotland  sup* 
ported  the  proposed  provision  generally. 
The  paucity  of  the  causes  that  were  tried 
by  the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  was  a 
proof  of  their  beneficial  arrangements  in 
the  collection  of  the  revenue.  The  act  of 
union,  and  subsequent  acts,  guaranteed 
and  sanctioned  that  court;  why,  then, 
should  it  be  es^cluded  from  the  benefit  of 
the  creneral  arranjgement,  the  principle 
of  which  was  universally  approved  of. 
Why  should  this  exclusion  be  made  at  a 
time  when,  from  the  increase  of  the  reve- 
nue, the  bu&iness.of  the  court  of  exche- 
auer  was  every  di^y  extending,  and  when 
le  court  of  exchequer  passed  all  the 
public  accounts  of  Scotland,  even  to  those 
of  the  militia  ? 

Mr.  Whitbread  allowed  there  was  no  prin* 
ciple  better  than  that  of  rewarding  meri- 
torious public  servants,  and  particularly 
those  concerned  in  the  administration  of 
justice.  But  a  balance  should  always  be 
held,  in  order  that  the  public  should  pay 
neither  too  much  nor  too  little.  He  thought 
it  would  be  best  in  this  case  to  await  the 
returns,  which  by  shewing  the  service 
done  by  the  court  of  Exchequer  in  Scot- 
land, would  best  direct  the  house,  as  to  the 
proper  extent  of  recompense.  If  this 
should  not  be  done,  he  must  oppose  the 
provision,  so  finr  as  regarded  the  baron»  of 
the  Scotch  Excheouer. 

Mr.  Rose  thouffnt  it  would  have  an  in- 
jurious effect  on  Uie  characters  of  the  pre- 
seiit  barons  of  the  Exchequer  of  Scotland, 
and  that  it  would  prevent  persons  of  re- 
spectable professional  character  from  com- 
ing into  that  court  in  future,  if  an  invi- 
dious exclusion  should  be  made  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  ffenerkl  provision.  The 
extensive  nature  of  their  general  functions, 
and  their  able  external  administration  of 
the  revenue,  compensated  for  the  paucity  of 
the  cau^  tried  by  them,  of  which  paucity, 
the  ability  of  their  external  administration 
of  the  revenue  was,  in  fact,  the  cause* 

Mr.  Macdonald  contended,  that  it  was 
not  unfair  to  apportion  public  remunera- 
tion to  the  amount  of  public  service,  jand 
for  that  purpose,  to  examine  the  partacolar 
nature  and  extent  of  the  service  was  not 
invidious.  It  was  proper  to  pause  and  in- 
quire, before  those  who  did  much  service 
and  those  who  did  little,  were  lumped  in 
one  general  provision. 

Mt.  R.  Dimdas  enlarged  on  the  exten* 
five  dtt^  peribnned  by  thaBaroot  of  tha 
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Exchequer,  and  the  injustice,  impolicy, 
and  impropriety,  of  singling  them  out  for 
exclusion  from  a  general  provision. 

Sir  F,  Burdctt  thought  it  impossible  for 
the  house,  after  what  had  passed,  not  to 
hesitate  before  it  granted  pensions  to  per- 
sons in  the  situation  of  the  Barons  of  Ex- 
chequer in  Scotland,  who,  it  appeared^ 
were  not  men  who  had  quitted  great  pro- 
fessional practice  and  emolument  to  be- 
come Judges,  but  were,  generally  speak- 
ing, men  to  whom  it  would,  from  their 
former  habits  of  life,  be  an  object,  on  ac- 
count even  of  the  emolument,  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  such  an  office.  But  still,  he 
could  not  agree  with  the  doctrine  that  it 
was  expedient  that  Judges  should  be  al- 
lowed to  retire  on  their  salaries,  or  rather 
with  pensions,  after  a  certain  number  of 
years  service.  Why  was  not  a  Judge  suffi- 
ciently recompenced  for  the  discharge  of 
his  judicial  functions  at  the  time  he  per- 
formed them  ?  If  he  was  not  so,  he  wished 
to  know  why  that  was  not  the  case,  and 
why  adequate  provisions  against  the  ordi- 
nary chances  of  declining  years  or  health 
were  not  made  in  their  annual  salary  ?  He 
could  easily  see  how,  from  the  adoption  of  a 
contrary  practice,  abuses  might  creep  in. 
It,  at  one  time,  a  good  ground  for  granting 
a  pension  of  this  kind  chanced  to  occur, 
that  would,  on  every  future  occasion,  be 
esteemed  sufficient,  even  where  there  was 
no  propriety  whatever  in  the  grant.  He 
often  heard  gentlemen  on  the  ministerial 
side  of  the  house  call  upon  those  on  the  side 
on  which  he  sat  for  parliamentary  grounds, 
for  any  proposition  submitted  by  them. 
He  did  not  see  that  there  was  any  such 
ground  for  the  proposed  measure,  and  he 
should  not  do  his  duty  if  he  did  not  op- 
pose it.  He  protested  against  the  idea  of 
.  liberality,  when  such  liberality  was  to  be 
shewn  b^  grants  out  of  other  people's 
pockets. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  sup- 
ported the  motion  for  going  into  a  com- 
mittee, and  Dr.  Laurence  opposed  it; 
when  the  house  divided. 

Ayes  (58 ;  Noes  25.     Majority  43. 

The  (iiouse  having  accordingly  gone  into 
the  committee. 

The  Lord  Advocate  moved,  "  That  his 
majesty  be  enabled  to  grant,  out  of  such 
of  the  duties  and  revenues  in  Scotland  as 
are  chargeable  with  the  fees,  salaries,  and 
other  charges  allowed  for  keeping  up  the 
Courts  of  Session,  Justiciary,  and  Exche- 

2uer,  unto  any  person  who  shall  have  held 
le  office  of  Ix>ra  President  x>f  the  Court  of 


Session,  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  the  Chief 
Baron  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  or  one 
of  the  Judges  or  Lords  of  Session,  or  Judge 
or  Lord  Commissioner  of  Justiciary,  ojc 
Baron  of  the  said  Court  of  Exchequer,  an 
annuity  or  yearly  sum  of  money  not  ex- 
ceeding three-fourth  parts  of  the  salary 
appertaining  to  each  such  office,  on  the 
resignation  of  such  offices  respectively.*' 

Mr.  Bankes  objected  that  the  crown  had 
already  a  sufficiency  of  funds  in  its  hands 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  measure 
now  proposed.  He  thought  it  would  have 
the  effect  of  liberating  too  great  a  fund  of 
patronage  to  the  crown,  independant  of 
the  pensions  which  already  existed.  Per- 
haps it  was  not  generally  known,  that  in 
Scotland,  durhig  his  present  majesty's 
rei^n,  the  pension-list  had  been  increased 
eight-fold.  There  was  no  limit  to  it  as 
there  was  to  the  pension-list  in  England. 
It  was,  indeed,  unlimited,  and  was  only 
bounded  by  the  surplus  revenue.  He  was, 
therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  house  should 
stop  till  it  saw  whether  this  additional 
power  was  required  to  be  granted  to  the 
crown.  As  to  the  barons  of  exchequer, 
they  seemed  to  him  to  be  rather  a  board 
of  revenue  than  of  justice,  and  for  the  re- 
muneration of  revenue  officers,  there  were 
unquestionably  already  sufficient  ftinds  in 
the  hands  of  the  crown.  The  honourable 
member  stated  afterwards  the  amount  of 
pensions  in  Scotland  -to  be  at  present  up- 
wards of  40,000/.  whereas,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  majesty's  reign,  they 
did  not  exceed  5000/. — After  a  pretty  long 
discussion,  in  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Mr.  Dundas,  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate, and  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland, 
supported  the  motion  ;  and  Dr.  Laurence, 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr.  Wind- 
ham,  &c.  opposed  it ;  tjie  committee  di- 
vided :  Ayes  80 ;  Noes  3 1 .    Majority  49. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thwrsdc^,  May  5. 

[Assessed  Taxes  Bill.]  Mr.  Huskisson 
moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day  be  read, 
for  taking  into  further  consideration  the 
report  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Biddulph  opposed  the  motion,  as  bis 
objection  to  the  bill  waa  radical,  and  was 
not  confined  to  any  of  its  provisions.  He 
understood  that  the  sum  to  be  produced 
by  it,  and  to  accrue  to  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  in  consequence,  was  about  100,000/. 
It  was  well  knovi^,  both  firom  the  Report 
of  a  former  Committee  of  Finance^  and 
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from  other  doeuments,  that  from  the  de- 
mised hereditary  revenues  of  the  crown,  a 
sum  equal  to  this  might  be,  and  ought  to 
be  drawn,  to  accrue  to  the  Consolidated 
Fund.  The  hon.  gent  enlarged  upon  this 
subject,  contending  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  unsettle  these  hereditary  revenues,  but 
merely  that  they  should  be  adjusted ;  in 
which  case,  he  repeated,  a  sum  might 
be  obtained,  ^equivalent  to  the  deficiency 
which  the  rejection  of  the  bill  before  the 
house  would  occasion. 

Mr.  Rose  shewed,  that  if  those  Revenues 
had  been  applied  as  wished  for  by  the 
hon.  gent,  a  deficiency  must  then  be  oc- 
casioned in  the  Civil  List,  which  it  would 
become  necessary  for  parliament  to  make 
good,  h)  the  amount  also,  the  hon.  gent, 
must  be  very  much  mistaken.  So  far  from 
amounting  to  100,000/.  he  should  be  much 
surprised  to  find  the  demised  hereditary 
Revenues,  to  which  the  hon.  gent,  alluded, 
amounted  to  50,000/. 

Mr%  Huskisson  held  in  his^hand  the  Ac- 
counts moved  for  by  the  hon.  gent,  by 
which  it  appeared,  that  since  17^>  they 
amounted  only  to  30,614/. 

Mr.  Biddidph  declared,  that  the  Account 
which  liad  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
house  in  consequence  of  his  motion,  was  a 
very  imperfect  one,  and  complained  of  the 
difficulty  which  he  experienced  in  obtaiii- 
ingsatisfactory  documents  on  this  subject. 
— -The  house  then  divided  on  the  question 
that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair : 
Ayea  51  ;  Noes  '21,     Majority  30. 

The  house  then  went  into  a  committee 
accordingly. 

[Maynooth  College.]  Mr.  Wharton 
brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  relative  to  the  grant  of  9/250/.  for 
the  koman  Catholic  College  of  Maynooth : 
and  on  the  question  that  the  Resolution 
bje  agreed  to. 

Sir  J.  Newport  contended  that  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  grant  of  last  year  was  calcu- 
lated to  irritate  the  great  body  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  particularly  to  alienate  the 
priests,  whose  influence  had  been  so  much 
talked  of.  Theouestion  now  was,  whe- 
ther the  priests  should  be  educated  or  un» 
educated,  for  priests  would  be  at  all  events 
found.  The  reason  why  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic nobility  and  gentry  did  not  educate 
their  sons  for  the  priesthood  was,  because  it 
aflorded  them  neither  prospects  of  honours 
or  emolument.  When  he  looked  to  the 
situation  of  the  empire  and  of  Europe, 
when  he  considered  the  exclusion  of  the 
Catholics  from  education  on  the  continent 


by  the  revolution  in  Lisbon,  when  he  look- 
ed to  the  recent  promotion  of  individuals 
who  had  distinguished  themselves  by 
heaping  obloquy  on  the  Catholics,  and 
who  were  fitter  for  other  institutions  than 
for  the  councils  of  his  majesty,  he  did  not 
think  this  a  fit  time  for  any  reduction  of 
the  srant,  and  therefore  he  moved  that 
the  Report  be  re-committed. 

Sir  A.  Wdleslty  stated  in  reply,  that 
when  he  had  asserted  in  a  former  debate, 
that  the  Catholics  had  originally  proposed 
to  support  this  institution,  he  had  done  so 
on  the  authority  of  their  original  memo- 
rial to  government,  a  copy  of  which  had 
been  furnished  him  by  Dr.  Troy.  This 
memorial  was  dated  the  14th  of  Jan.  1794, 
and  shewed  that  the  object  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  Catholics  at  that  time  was 
to  be  permitted  to  establish  the  institution 
with  tneir  own  funds. 

Colonel  Montagu  3/a/Aat;  expressed  his 
astonishment,  that  the  hon.  general  who 
came  forward  as  minister  for  Ireland, 
should  be  more  ignorant  of  its  situation 
than  an  humble  individual  like  himself. 
He  could  tell  that  hon.  membeis  that  the 
private  seminaries  were  only  preparatory 
schools  for  the  college  of  Mayno<^h.  He 
had  been  within  the  last  ten  days  at  May- 
nooth, and  he  could  assure  the  house,  that 
unless  the  whole  of  last  year's  grant  should 
be  voted,  the  buildings  upon  which  former 
grants  had  been  expended,  would  fall. 
There  was  no  lead  on  the  roofs,  and  the 
rain  penetrated  through  them.  He  de- 
<;larea  himself  to  be  a  supporter  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  having  lived  on  terms  of  inti^ 
macy  with  the  people  of  the  South  of  Ire- 
land for  several  years  past,  he  could  de- 
clare for  them  also.  The  hon.  colonel 
then  alluded  to  the  offer  made  by  order 
of  Buonaparte,  to  induce  Irish  Students  to 
go  for  eaucation  to  France  from  Lisbon 
and  Ireland,  upon  a  promise  of  a  restora- 
tion of  all  the  Irish  bourses,  and  read  an 
extract  from  the  answer  of  the  Irish  Ca- 
tholic Bishops,  stating  their  gratitude  to 
the  government  for  the  liberal  support  of 
Maynooth,  and  denouncing  suspension 
against  any  functionaries,  and  exclusion 
from  preferment  in  Ireland  against  any 
students,  who  should  accept  the  oflers  of 
the  enemy  of  their  country.  Would  any- 
one say  after  that,  that  the  Catholics  were 
not  to  be  confided  in  ?  If  they  were  not  to 
be  trusted,  why  not  dismiss  them  from  the 
army  and  navy  ?  Why  allow  them  to  vote 
at  elections  ?  Why  had  lord  Westmore-' 
land  come  down  to  the  Irish  parliament 
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and  said,  that  nothing  was  to  be  mnted 
to  them,  and  why  had  he  in  six  weeks  aiter 
said  that  they  were  the  best  subjects  in 
the  realm,  and  that  they  should  get  the 
elective  franchise  and  other  privileges  ? — 
Why  had  the  duke  of  Portland,  the  present 
prime  minister,  said  the  same  ?  But  this 
was  not  the  act  of  ministers.  He  was 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  allude  to  the  con- 
duct of  any  of  the  royal  family.  But, 
however,  it  was  rumoured  that  even  the 
ministers  were  disposed  to  agree  to  the 
grant,  till  they  went  to  St.  James's  Palace, 
and  were  closeted  for  several  hours  with 
a  royal  duke,  after  which  they  resorted  to 
the  present  reductipn.  That  royal  duke 
was  the  chancellor  of  the  University  of 
Dublin ;  he  was  chancellor  of  a  Fro- 
testant  School,  and  might  wish  to  put 
down  the  education  of  the  Catholics,  but 
no  man  who  knew  or  valued  Ireland  as  he 
did  himself,  could  countenance  such  a  pro- 
ject Unless  they  acted  liberally  by  the 
^  Catholics,  they  would  run  the  hazard  »f 
^  losing  Ireland. 

Mr.  C.  Wyrme  lamented  the  secret  in- 
fluence by  which  the  measures  of  the  go- 
vernment were  defeated,  and  the  interests 
of  the  country  sacrificed.  Even  the  ca- 
binet could  not  be  agreed  upon  this  reduc- 
tion, ^either  the  duke  of  Portland,  lord 
Camden,  a  right  hon.  secretary,  not  then 
in  his  place,  nor  a  noble  lord  high  in  his 
majesty's  councils,  who  was  also  absent, 
could  have  concurred  in  this  proceeding. 
If  any  one  duty  was  more  imperious  than 
another  upon  that  house,  it  was  that  of 
providing  for  the  education  of  the  great 
body  of  bis  majesty's  subjects  in  Ireland. 

Ine  Chancellor  qfthe Exchequer  disclaim- 
ed the  odious  principle  of  intolerance. 
The  memorial  of  the  Catholics  which  led 
to  the  establishment  at  May  nooth,  claimed 
no  pecuniary  aid.  The  Catholics  pro- 
mised to  defray  the  whole  expence  them- 
selves, and  though  the  government  and  par- 
liament gave  them  8000/.  in  aid  of  the  ob- 
ject, that  was  no  reason  that  the  country 
should  be  subject  to  constantly  increasing 
demands,  for  a  purpose  of  which  there 
was  no  precedent  in  any  age  or  country, 
that  of  educating  at  the  public  expence 
the  priesthood  of  a  religion  differing  wide- 
ly from  the  established  one.  He  thought 
it  was  as  much  as  reasonably  could  be 
asked,  to  educate  250  persons  at  the  pub- 
lic expence,  who,  with  1 1,1  educated  in  a 
private  manner,  were  an  abundant  supply 
for  the  Catholic  ministry.  He  took  thia 
opportunity  to  deny  all  loiawledge  of  any 


inter]>os]tion  of  a  high  personage  to  in* 
fluence  the  conduct  of  hb  majesty's  minis* 
ters  upon  this  question,  and  declared  on 
the  faith  and  honour  of  a  man,  his  firm 
belief  that  no  such  influence  had  been 
exercised  in  any  quarter. 

Lord  H.  Petty  was  not  surprised  that  the 
right  hon.  gent,  was  so  indfignant  at  the 
imputation  of  secret  influence,  when  it  was 
so  well  known  that  the  present  administra- 
tion was  formed  on  principles  particularly 
repugnant  to  that  sort  of  influence  !  The 
proceedings  with  respect  to  a  late  measure 
(the  Reversion  bill)  were  fully  illustrative 
of  this  point.  The  absence  of  the  right 
hon.  genu's  colleagues  on  the  present  ocr 
casion,  was  probably  owing  to  a  sort  of 
compromise  which  did  not  yield  obedience 
to  such  influence,  nor  yet  decidedly  resist 
its  interposition.  The  money  which  was 
the  subtject  of  the  present  debate,  was  in 
amount  little  to  give,  but  was  every  thing 
to  refuse.  It  was  not  a  fourth  part  of  what 
within  the  last  24  hours  had  been  voted 
for  a  more  ample  provision  for  the  Scotch 
judges,  a  provision  very  proper  where  ser- 
vice had  been  done  to  give  a  claim  to  it, 
but  in  his  opinion,  not  so  proper  where 
there  bad  been  no  service.  The  principle 
of  the  education  of  the  Catholic  clergy 
had  received  the  countenance  of  the  no- 
minal head  of  the  present  administration, 
whp,  if  he  preserved  a  shred  of  any  prin- 
ciple, was  bound  to  support  it  now.  It 
had  also  received  the  countenance  of  lord 
Westmoreland  and  lord  Camden,  both 
members  of  the  present  cabinet,  when  in 
the  situation  of  lords  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
It  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  revered 
lord  Comwallis,  the  respected  lord  Hard- 
wicke,  and  the  late  chief  governor  of  Ire- 
land. 

Mr.  WUberforce  considered  the  present  as 
a  subject  of  considerable  delicacy,  and  the 
difficulties  arising  out  of  the  subject  itself 
were  not  a  little  aggravated  by  the  manner 
in  which  it  had  been  discussed,  and  which 
tended  to  produce  irritation  rather  than 
conciliation.  He  should  have  expected « 
something  better  from  the  patriotism  of 
the  noble  lord,  and  of  those  with  whom  he 
acted,  and  it  was  not  without  very  Kreat 
pain  that  he  had  heard  the  mode  of  ar- 
gument to  which  they  had  this  evening  re- 
sorted. Toleration,  he  said,  as  explained 
both  by  Mr.  Locke  and  Rousseau,  was  ta 
leave  to  others  the  right  of  professing  and 
teaching  their  own  religious  principles  in 
tbcir  own*  way,  as  far  as  was  compatible 
with  the  peace  and  security  of  society. 
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This  degree  of  toleration  was  denfed  to 
Ireland  some  years  ago,  but  it  was  now  eip* 
tended  to  that  country  ;  and  as  far  as  an 
establishment  was  supported  at  the  public 
expence,  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  a 
particular  class^  differing  in  sentiment  from 
the  established  religion  of  the  country, 
we  went  beyond  the  bounds  of  toleration, 
and  instead  of  acting  upon  the  principles 
of  bigotry  and  intolerance,  we  exercised 
a  degree  of  liberality  unknown  in  any 
other  country.  When  he  recollected  the 
history  of  past  times,  it  was  impossible  for 
hini  not  to  be  jealous  of  the  Roman-catho- 
lic religion.  We  could  not  judge  of  the 
nature  and  tendency  of  this  religion  from 
its  influence  on  certain  individuals  of  high 
rank,  whose  minds  were  liberalized  by  in- 
tercourse with  the  most  refined  classics  of 
sQciet^r.  Tlie  only  way  to  judge  of  it  was, 
to  see  its  efiects  upon  the  great  balk  of  the 
people.  No  man  was  a  greater  enemy  to 
persecution,  or  a  greater  friend  to  tolera- 
tion, than  he  was ;  but  be  hoped  to  be  for- 
given for  entertaining  some  solieitode  that 
the  protestant  religion' should  at  least  have 
feir  play. 

Lord  Mtlion  doubted  his  hon.  cotleague's 
practical  regard  for  toleration,  when  he 
recollected  his  opposition  to  a  bill  to  ena^ 
ble  dissenters  to  hold  commissions  in  his 
roaje8t3r^s  service.  He  was  as  warm  a 
friend  to  the  protestant  religion  as  his  hon. 
colleague  ;  but  h  was  because  he  was  a 
friend  to  protestantism  that  he  wished  to 
enlighten  the  catholics  ;  for  this  was  the 
most  likely  means  of  gaining  them  over  to 
the  protestant  faith. 

Mr.  Lamg  contended,  that  the  present 
was  not  a  question  of  toleration  or  of  bi- 
gotiy ,  but  of  pure  legislation.  It  was  only 
by  conferring  benefits  upon  the  Roman- 
catholics  that  their  affections  could  be  gain- 
ed, and  that  they  could  be  rendered  good 
and  loyal  subjects.  In  this  view  he  consi^ 
dered  it  as  highly  impolitic  to  sacrifice  so 
important  an  object  for  a  consideration 
so  extremely  inconsid^erable  as  3,000/. 

Mr.  flerhert  (of  Kerry)  was  of  opinion 
that,  in  the  present  circumstances,  curtail- 
ing the  former  grant  to  the  Irish  catholic 
seminary  was  one  of  the  most  impolitic 
measures  liiat  could  be  devised. 

Lord  Porchester  supported  the  grant  of 
the  larger  sum. 

Mr.  P&ttsonhy  did  not  wish  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  house ;  but,  at  the  same 
tiniQ,  it  was  impossible  not  to  notice  what 
hsA  fallen  from  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
iche<}iier.     Ko  person  was  indeed  better 


entitled  than  that  right  hon.  gent,  to  de- 
precate the  raising  of  cries  on  any  sub  - 
ject !  But,  were  these  cries  about  religion ; 
snth  could  never  come  from  him !  He 
was  above  them  !  He  would  be  the  very 
last  pei-son  to  tell  us  that  the  Church  of 
England  was  in  danger !  He  was  undoubt- 
edly above  all  tricks  and  artifices  of 'this 
kind,  and  the  house  ought  to  follow  his  ad- 
vice, in  adopting  a  similarly  dignified  and 
becoming  line  of  conduct.  When  out  of 
power,  he  had  set  them  a  brilliant  example 
of  resignation,  and  of  a  desire  to  promote 
unanimity  and  good  order.  The  house 
had  additional  encouragement' to  unanimity 
and  christian  love  coming  from  another 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Wilber^rce),  who  was 
himself  clothed  and  vrrapped  up  in  a  cloak 
of  religion  and  good  will  towards  all  man- 
kind, except  towards  gentlemen  on  the  side 
of  the  house  to  which  he  (Mr.  P.)  unfortu- 
nately belonged.  According  to  that  hon. 
gent,  s  estimation,  ministers  were  all  wis- 
dom and  all  excellence ;  but  the  opposi- 
tion was  distinguished  by  nothing  but  f^c- 
tion  and  discontent.  That  hon.  gent,  would 
have  the  house  go  and  instil  into  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  Irelaiid  the  liberality, 
bounty,  and  tolerance  of  ministers,  whether 
they  believed  in  them  or  not.  The  tole- 
rance of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
seemed  to  go  the  length  of  90001,  ;  but 
whenever  13,000/.  y^ks  talked  of,  the  esta- 
blishment would  step  in. 

Mr.  Stephens  adverted  to  one  or  two  of 
the  general  objections  which  Protestants 
have  to  the  Catholic  faith ;  but  only  so 
far  as  was  necessary  to  repel  some  liarsh 
attacks  of  the  opposition  speakers,  and  sup- 
port his  declared  opinion  that  we  could 
not,  as  members  of  a  Protestant  commu- 
nion, consistently  or  conscientiously  edu- 
cate clergymen  tor  the  Catholic  Church,  a 
ground  on  which  he  would  have  opposed 
that  particular  mode  of  assisting  tne  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland,  if  the  question  of  found- 
ing the  Maynooth  College  were  then  befbre 
the  house,  and  on  the  same  principle  felt 
himself  bound  to  oppose  the  further,  and 
as  he  conceived,  needless  extension  of 
that  establishment.  He  was  sure  that  the 
feelings  of  sincere  and  pious  Papists  would 
revplt  at  the  idea  of  educating,  at  their 
own  chrfrge,  clergymen  for  the  Church  of 
England,  to  propagate  what  they  deemed 
heretical  doctrines ;  and  sincere  Protest- 
ants, who  regarded  the  distinguishing 
tenets  and  rites  of  the  church  of  Rome  as 
corruptions  of  Christianity,  were  bound 
on  the  same  principle^  not  to  be  directly 
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Instrumental  in  teaching  what,  in  a  reli^ 
gtous  view,  they  deemed  to  be  dangerous 
errors,  by  educating  men  for  the  Catholic 
priesthood. — At  the  same  time  that  the 
non.  member  avowed  his  sense  of  the  im- 
portance of  tKose  distinctions  which  sepa- 
rate the  two  churches,  and  expressed  his 
surprise  that  any  gentleman  in  that  house 
should  treat  them  as  matters  of  indiffer- 
ence, he  strongly  reprobated  every  degree 
of  intolerance  in  religion,  and  disclaimed 
not  only  the  vile  principle  of  persecution, 
but  the  illil^eraiity  of  disliking,  or  forming 
harsh  judgments  of  men,  on  account  of 
their  errors  in  faith.  For  his  part,  he  re- 
spected and  regarded  a  man  of  whatever 
denomination  of  Christians,  when  he  found 
him  sincere  and  in  earnest  in  the  religion 

,  which  he  professed.— 'Towards  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland  in  particular  he  declared 
that  he  felt  nothine  but  good  will,  and  a 
disposition  to  conciliate  their  afifections  to 
their  protestant  fellow  subjects  by  all  prac- 
ticable means.  As  to  the  general  educa- 
tion of  their  laity,  if  not  already  in  a  suf- 
ficient degree  provided  for  by  the  state,  he 
thought  it  an  object  that  we  were  particu- 
larly bound  to  promote.  He  intimated 
even,  that  the  giving  a  maintenance  to 
their  clergy  would  not  in  his  judgment  be 
liable  to  the  same  objections,  or  by  no 
means  in  an  equal  degree,  that  he  felt  as  a 
Protestant  to  the  prqposition  now  before 
the  house. — He  added,  that  in  his  sincere 
opinion,  pious  Catholics  must  rather  feel 
unfavourable  sentiments  towards  us,  than 
gratitude  or  attachment,  on  the  score  of 
tnis  very  objectionable  mode  of  assistance ; 

^  and  that  it  was  calculated  rather  to  injure, 
than  serve  the  Ppotestant  cause  in  Ireland ; 
for  it  wpuld  bei  an  argument,  not  easily  to 
be  answered,  against  our  sincerity  in  our 
religious  tenets,  and  against  all  those  civil 
distinctions  which  had  occasioned  discon- 
tent, and  of  which  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land, till  lately,  had  too  much  reason  to 
complain,  that  Protestants  thought  the 
differences  between  the  two  Churches  so 
immaterial  as  to  train  up  clergymen,  at 
their  own  expence,  to  teach  the  Roman 
faith. 

Mr.  Qrattan  was  sorry  to  see  gentlemen 
enter  so  largely  into  an  attack  on  the  reli- 
gion of  one-fifth  of  the  subjects  of  these 
kingdoms.  He  believed  they  spoke  in 
the  sincerity  of  their  hearts,  and  from  the 
purest  motives ;  but  these  would  produce 
consequences  deadly  to  the  interests  of 
this  country,  and  advantageous  to  France. 
To  discourage  the  education  of  the  catholic 


clergy  in  Ireland,  and  thereby  to  drive 
them  to  the  continent,  in  other  words,  to 
receive  the  precepts  and  charity  of  Buo- 
naparte, was  to  throw  them  at  his  feet, 
and  of  course  to  teach  them  to  detest 
England. 

ut.  Didgenan  read  the  oath  of  the  ca- 
tholic priestSt  in  order  to  shew  that  they 
paid  an  obedience  to  the  pope,  which  was 
inconsistent  with  the  king's  supremacy. 
The  provisions  for  the  education  of  the  es- 
tablished clergy,  fell  short  of  those  pro- 
posed to  be  granted  for  the  priests  at  May- 
nooth.  There  were  in  the  University  of 
Dublin,  30  poor  scholars,  who  got  but  a 
dinner  once  a  day  ;  and  72  sciiolars  of 
the  house  that  got  a  dinner  once  a  day, 
and  no  lodgings.  He  described  the  ca- 
tholics as  bad  subjects  and  hostile  to  the 
state. 

Mr.  Barham  to  order,  objected  to  the 
use  of  such  language  in  speaking  of 
4,000,000  of  his  majesty's  subjects. 

The  Shaker  declared,  that  the  freedom 
of  debate  did  not  preclude  such  languag*. 

Dr.  Duigenmi  repeated  his  former  sen- 
timents. He  declared,  that  if  any  one 
would  move  to  withdraw  the  public  aid 
altogether  from  Maynooth,  he  would  se- 
cond the  motion. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  could  not  help  congratu- 
lating the  councils  of  his  majesty,  and  the 
British  empire,  on  the  wisdom  and  libe- 
rality they  were  likely  to  acquire  in  the 
person  of  the  learned  gent,  who  had  just 
sat  down,  and  who,  if  report  spoke  cor- 
rectly, was  about  to  assume  the  title  of 
'  right  honourable.'  If  ever  there  was  a 
mark  of  wisdom  in  the  councils  of  any 
country,  it  was  to  be  found  in  this  latter 
circumstance,  joined  to  the  refiisai  of  the 
higher  grant  now  moved  for.  Ministers 
were  now  about  to  recommend  to  his  ma- 
jesty to  take  into  his  councils  a  eentleman, 
who  told  that  house  that  four  millions  of  his 
majesty's  subjects  were  hostile  to  his  go- 
vernment) and  would,  in  case  of  emer- 
gency, be  its  bitterest  enemies.  He  called 
on  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  to 
say  where  waJB  now  the  liberality  of  which 
the  government  had  to  boast  ;  and  he  ap- 
pealed to  him,  whether  the  language  of 
the  gentleman  alluded  to,  was  not  most 
vilifying  and  disgraceful  ? 

Mr.  Barham  expressed  his  abhorrence  of 
the  language  used  by  Dr.  Duigenan,  de- 
claring that  never  words  were  uttered  so 
dangerous,  abominable,  and  fistlse ;  or  so 
likely  to  separate  the  kingdom  and  to  de- 
luge it  in  blood.    Of  the  religion  of  th« 
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htm.  geaL  (Mr.  Wiibedbrc«)  he  had  at 
times  been  iaclioed  to  think  well^  but  if 
bi^ofeiy  ami  protestaatMin  had  so  mnch 
bhaded  him  that  be  cowU  not  see  that  the 
catholics  worshipped  the  sacne  God  with 
liHBMelf,  his  was  oot  a  religion  in  which 
he  (Mr.  B.)  woukl  either  wish  to  live,  or 
be  content  to  die. 

Mr.  THaiuy  wkhed  simply  to  ask  the 
ri^t  bon.  gent,  opposite,  whether  the 
leaned  gentieman  «dio  had  been  alloded 
to  was  q£  the  Privy  Cooncil  of  Ireland,  or 
was  aboat  to  be  ? 

The  ChanceUor  qf  the  Exchiquir  did  not 
beiieve  the  order  to  that  cdect  bad  gone 
•▼er. 

Mr.  Tiem^WQM  mv%  the  right  hon.  glAt. 
would  aot  quibble  with  him  on  this  point. 
It  was  nothing  to  say  the  order  was  not 
gone  ;  did  the  right  hon.  gent,  believe  it 
would  go? 

Hir  A.  Wclicsiey  had  no  hesitation  to  say, 
that  the  lord  lieutenant  had  recommnided 
that  the  learned  eant.  shmid  be  made  a 
nearer  of  the  privy  coancil ;  and  the  rea- 
fon  of  that  recinanendation  was,  that  the 
Warned  gent.'s  presence  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  dispatch  of  the  ecclesi- 
SMstical  aifitirs,  which  w«re  so  considerable 
a  part  of  the  business  of  the  Privy  Council. 

The  house  then  divided  on  the  <|nostk>n, 
that  the  Resolution  be  read  a  second  time. 
Ayes  IOC  ;  Noes  82. — On  the  question 
that  the  Resolution  be  finally  agreed  to 
beiog  pot,  Mr.  Tierney  moved,  that  it 
be  postponed  to  a  iuture  day,  in  order  that 
all  the  cabinet  ministers  might  be  present ; 
the  numbers  upon  this  were.  Ayes  82  ; 
Noes  1 12. — ^I'he  other  orders  were  post* 
poned,  and  the  house  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

FridMf,  May  Q, 
[ArFAias  OF  THE  East  India  Compa- 
ny.] Mr.  Offwy  rose,  agreeably  to  no- 
tice, to  move  for  certain  papers  to  eluci- 
date the  real  state  of  the  Affairs  of  the 
East  India  Company.  He  said,  he  should 
'  thordy  state  his  reasons  for  making  the 
motioaB  with  which,  it  was  his  iotention  to 
conclude.  Last  year  a  petition  had  been 
orescnted  for  leave  to  borrow  two  mil- 
lions on  bonds,  and  about  a  fortnight 
age  a  petition  was  presented  asking  a 
loan  of  the  public  money  to  the  extent  of 
1,»X),000/.  It  was  with  the  statement 
contained  in  that  ^petition,  of  the  ability 
of  the  Company  to  pay  this  loan,  that  he 
0<»w  rase  to  find  feulU  It  contaiDed  a  ma- 
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niiest  deception ;  whether  meant  by  the 
Company  or  not,  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  say.     The  house  and  the  public,  how- 
ever, were  entitled  to  be  set  right  on  this 
head.     The  petition  stated,  that  there  was 
a  deficiency  for  the  year  of  2,400XKX)/.; 
although,  in  fact,  as  appeared  from  a  paper 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  house,  the  defi^ 
ciency   was  3,000,000/.     As   an  induce- 
ment to  the  country  to  grant  this  loan  of 
1,200,000/.,  the  petition  sUted  that  tho 
Company   would  have    a  surplus,    a^r 
paying  all  their  debts,  to  the  amount  of 
8,000,000/.     Supposing  this  to  be  correct, 
it  was   only   the    home   account  which 
was  alludea  to,  whereas  the  foreign  also 
should  have  been  taken  into  conskkration; 
when,  in  ^t,  instead  of  a  surplus,  there 
would  have  been  a  deficit  of  1 2,tK>0,000/. 
When  he  said  this,  he  said  it  as  a  member 
ef  the  comarittee,  and  he  spoke  from  a  do- 
cument laid  before  the  committee.    It  was 
lor  the  Company  to  explain  why,  in  these 
circumstances,  and  with  such  a  deficiency, 
thev  laid  before  tliat  house  a  statement 
which  went  to  show  a  surplus  of  8  millions. 
The  petition  stated,  that  the  Indian  debt 
roust  fall  upon  the  Indian  territory.     How 
far  this  was  a  doctrine  which  would  be  re- 
lished by  the   creditors  of  the  Company 
abroad,  lo  the  amount  of  52  millions,  it  was 
not  for  him  to  say.     He  should  move  in  two 
ways:    1st,  for  the  document  which  the 
Company  had  laid  before  the  committee : 
and,  2dly,  for  the  satisfacticj^of  the  Indian 
creditor  and  of  the  public,  he  should  move 
for  an  account  of  the  amoiuit  of  all  loans 
made  by  the  company  in  India,  and  of  the 
terms  and  conditions  on  which  the  same 
were  made. — The  petition  alsoalledged  the 
state   of  Europe,  as  one  of  the  leading 
causes  of  the  embarrassment  in  theiraffiiirs. 
To  prove  the  fallacy  of  this,  he  should  also 
move  for  a  document  to  shew  the  nature  of 
the  Indian  trade  on  the  continent,  from 
which  it  would  be  seen,  that  the  Indian 
trade  was  becoming  worse  and  worse  year 
after  year,  long  before  any  change  in  our 
relations  on  the  continent  had  taken  place. 
The  hon.  gent,  knew  there  was  no  proba- 
bility of  the  Committee  making  any  repK>rt 
on  this  business,  at  the  present  advanced 
period  of  the  session ;   and  the  Company, 
by  their  own  statement,  had  forced  him 
to  bring  forward  the  present  motions.     If 
he  should  be  told,  that  he  was  a  member 
of  the  committee,  and  that  he  should  go  to 
them  and  make  them  parties  to  the  motion, 
his  reason  for  not  doing  so  was  this  ;   he 
made  his    charge   against  the  directors. 
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Was  he  to  go  to  the  committee  and  to  ap- 
peal to  thepi ;  or  to  the  two  directors  who 
were  members  of  the  committee,  and 
whose  votes  he  must  expect  on  such  a  sub* 
ject  to  be  against  him  ?  He  said,  that  the 
formation  of  that  committee  was  radically 
bad.  The  question  was,  were  the  Compa- 
ny bankrupts?  And  these  two  directors 
were  the  persons  who  were  to  say  so  or  not, 
and  to  advise  the  country  whether  or  not 
it  should  make  a  loan  to  their  own  Compa- 
pany !  Without  imputing  any  thing  to  these 
hon.  gentlemen,  he  must  be  allowed  to  say, 
that  they  were  not  the  persons  who  should 
have  been  appointed  members  of  such  a 
committee.  He  said*  moreover,  that  the 
hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Dundas),  should 
not  hkve  been  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee. His  father  had  been  the  author  of  the 
system.  He  had  committed  hims<elf  year 
after  year,  as  to  prognostics  and  prophecies 
of  its  stability  and  greatness;  and  his  son 
should  not  have  been  put  on  a  committee 
which  was  to  decide  on  the  life  or  death  of 
a  Company,  to  the  death  of  which  he  cquld 
not  naturally  be  expected  to  be  a  willing 
witness.  He  said  the  same  of  the  person 
(lord  Castlereaffh)  who  succeeded  the 
noble  lord  alluded  to;  and  there  were 
others  on  the  Committee,  whom,  without 
being  understood  as  saying  any  thing  in- 
vidious against  them,  he  could  not  forbear 
also  from  referring  to,  as  receiving  pen- 
sions out  of  the  East  India  Company's 
funds.  Could  any  principle,  he  asked, 
be  more  absurd,  than  that  they  should 
be  persons  fixed  on  as  a  committee  on 
such  a  subject?  He  said  it  was  a  great 
defect,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Dundas)  should  have  7000/.,  another  per- 
son near  him  not  q^ite  so  much,  and 
that  a  third,  who  bad  been  a  judge  in 
India,  should  hav^  a  pension  from  the 
Indian  revenue,  and  yet  be  members  of  a 
committee  to  whom  such  matters  were  re- 
ferred. Without  imputing  any  personal 
motives  to  any  of  these  gentlemen,  he 
must  think  them  unfit  to  judge  on  such  a 
business ;  and  so  he  thought  it  better  to 
apply  to  parliament.  He  concluded  by 
movmg.  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
house  an  Account  of  the  East  India  stock 
by  computation,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1808. 
Mr.  R.  thaidas  declared,  that  in  sug- 1 
gesting  the  persons  who  formed  the  com- 
mittee on  Indian  alFairs,  he  had  nothing  in 
view  but  to  propose  those  who,  from  their 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  were  most  likely 
to  give  satisfactory  information  to  the  com- 
mittee.    He  4¥as  sorry  tiie  hon.  gent,  had 


not  objected  to  them  at  the  time  they  were 
appointed.  He  confessed  he  did  not  see 
what  progress  could  have  been  made  in 
the  inquiry  without  the  assistance  of  the 
very  persons  alluded  to.  He  was  certain 
the  hon.  gent,  would  admit  that  no  infer* 
n>ation  in  the  power  of  the  directors  to 
procure  had  been  withheld.  The  paper^ 
however,  which  the  hon.  member  first 
moved  for,  was  one  which  must,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  come  before  th» 
house,  under  the  act  of  parliament.  The 
committee  was  in  the  course  of  preparing 
a  report,  which  would  be  submitted  to  the 
house  along  with  every  document  neces- 
sary. There  was  no  ground  for  supposing 
that  the  report  would  not  be  made,  or  that 
the  house  would  be  called  on  to  grant  any 
loan  without  having  the  requisite  evidence 
before  them  in  the  first  place.  The  mo- 
tion was  therefore  premature,  if  not  alto- 
gether unnecessary.  He  thought  it  was 
not  perfectly  candid  of  the  hon.  gent,  to 
insinuate  that  any  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  would  be  induced  from  inter- 
ested motives  to  make  a  report  they  would 
not  otherwise  have  made.  To  shew  that 
they  were  above  all  suspicion,,  he  read  the 
names  of  the  committee,  and  concluded 
by  moving  the  previous  question. 

Dr.  Laurence  vindicated  the  position  of 
his  hon.  friend  relative  to  the  constitution 
of  the  committee,  and  contended,  that 
without  meaning  any  personality  or  dis- 
respect to  any  individual  of  which  it  was 
composed,  it  was  perfectly  competent  to 
him  to  state  any  legal  disqualification  for 
their  serving  on  such  a  committee. 

Sir  J.  Anstfuther  vindicated,  at  some 
length,  the  conduct  of  the  committee  ;  he 
said  as  to  himself,  the  situation  which  he 
held  did  by  no  means  incapacitate  hibi 
from  judging  and  deciding  fairly  any  ques- 
tion concerning  the  solvency  or  insolvency 
of  the  East  India  Company :  his  situation 
did  not  depend  upon  them,  and  his  in- 
come was  solely  derived  from  the  India 
revenue. 

Lord  Folkestone  was  glad  that  his  hon. 
friend  had  brought  this  question  before 
the  house,  and  should  give  his  support  to 
the  motion. 

Mr.fF.  Smiih  thought  that  his  hon.  firiend 
had  been  harshly  treated.  Without  mean- 
ing any  personality,  and  disclaiming  any 
intention  of  disrespect  to  any  member  of 
the  committee,  his  hon.  friend  had  alluded 
to  the  general  unfitness,  which  arose  fr6m 
his  immediate  interest.  But,  certainly  the 
imputation  ought  not  to  have  been  met  by 
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reading  the  list  of  the  committee,  but  by 
enumerating  the  offices  held  by  the  mem- 
bers composing  it. 

Mr.  Wallace  considered  that  the  papers 
wanted  would  necessarily  come  under  con- 
sideration when  the  committee  should  have 
made  its  report,  and  therefore,  that  the 
motion  was  premature. 

Mr.  Grant  defended  the  character  of  the 
committee  for  impartiality,  and  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  production  of  the  accounts, 
because  he  was  convinced  that  they  would 
convey  a  very  favourable  impression  of 
the  state  of  the  company's  afi&irs.  He 
deprecated,  however,  all  discussion  upon 
the  subject  before  the  committee  made 
their  report,  not  only  as  premature,  but 
imcandid.  As  for  as  regarded  his  own 
conduct,  he  expressed  a  nope,  that  as  a 
member  of  that  committee,  as  well  as  in 
every  other  situation,  his  conduct  would 
be  ffuided  by  a  principle  of  integrity  and 
uprightness^ 

Mr.  Patteson  had  seen  no  reason  to  com- 
plain of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  those 
connected  with  the  Company,  to  -withhold 
any  information  that  was  necessary  to 
guide  the  inquiries  and  decision  oi  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Crecvey  foretold  that  the  East  India 
Company  ^ould  again  apply  next  year  to 
parliament  for  a  loan,  that  the  year  after  a 
similar  application  would  be  made,  and 
that  there  was  no  probability  of  any  loan 
that  was  granted  ever  being  repaid.  Upon 
this  ground,  he  contended  that  it  was 
highly  expedient  that  the  public  should 
be  made  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
real  state  of  their  aiiairs.  He  should  not, 
however,  press  the  question  to  a  division, 
if  the  sense  of  the  house  appeared  to  be 
against  him. — ^After  some  farther  conver- 
sation, the  motions  were  withdrawn,  as 
was  likewise  tbe  previous  question. 

HOUSB   OF    C03rM0N&. 

Monday,  May  9. 
[Crown  Lands.]  Mr.  Rose,  in  rising 
to  move  for  certain  papers  relative  to  the 
hereditary  revenue  of  the  crown,  stated 
his  object  to  be  the  correction  of  a  number 
of  errors  into  which  an  hon.  gent,  who 
proposed  to  make  this  revenue  the  subject 
of  a  financial  arrangement  for  the  year 
(Mr.  Biddulph)  had  fallen.  That  hon. 
gent,  had  stated,  that  the  crown  lands 
were  let  for  only  50,000/.  a  year,  whereas 
they  would  appear  to  produce  much  more. 
The  hon.   gent,  had  stated  also,  that  the 


abuses  mentfoned  in  the  reports  of  the  old 
finance  committee  on  the  hereditary  reve- 
nue, were  never  corrected.  The  fart  was, 
that  an  act  of  parliament  had  been  passed 
to  rectifj'  these  abuses,  in  the  very  next 
session  after  the  report,  which  act  had 
been  strictly  carried  into  execution.  But 
a  number  of  pensions  and  other  charges 
fell  upon  this  revenue,  which '  otherwise 
should  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Civil 
List,  leaving  only  a  balance  of  1,900/. 
which  was  regularly  paid  into  the  exche- 
quer. The  right  honourable  gent,  con- 
cluded with  moving  for  an  Account  of  the 
land  revenue  of  the  crown  in  England  and 
Wales,  with  the  pensions  and  other  pay- 
ments defrayed  out  of  it,  the  sums  appro- 
priated to  the  improvement  of  woods  and 
forests,  and  the  sums  paid  into  the  exche- 
quer.— Ordered. 

[Expedition  to  t«b  Dardanelles.  1 
Colonel  Wood  moved,  that  there  be  laid 
before  the  house  a  copy  of  the  Journal  or 
Log-book  of  the  Royal  George,  kept  by 
captain  Dunn,  from  the  19th  to  the  23rd 
of  Feb.  1807,  both  days  inclusive. 

Mr.  R.  Ward  was  not  aware  of  any  offi- 
cial objection  to  the  motion,  but  he  thought 
it  would  be  but  fair  to  the  gallant  admiral 
with  whose  conduct  the  paper  was  con- 
nected, to  allow  him  every  opportunity  of 
elucidating  the  circumstances  as  far  as  he 
was  concerned. 

Admiral  Harvey  thought  that  some  sa- 
tisfactory reason  ought  to  have  been  as- 
signed for  the  production  of  this  paper. 
He  complimented  admiral  Duckworth  in 
high  terms,  and  expressed  a  wish  that  it 
had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  pass  the  Dardanelles 
in  the  same  circumstances  with  admiral 
Duckworth,  as  he  certainly  should  have 
considered  it  as  a  feather  in  his  cap  as 
long  as  he  lived.  If  the  hon.  gent,  wished 
for  information,  he  was  surprized  that  he 
had  not  moved  for  a  copy  ot the  admiral's, 
and  not  of  the  captain's,  Log-book. 

Colonel  Wood  said,  that  it  was  notorious 
that  the  expedition  to  the  Dardanelles  had 
failed  of  its  object,  and  as  had  been  gwen 
out,  from  the  state  of  the  winds  and  cur- 
rents. It  was  of  importance,  then,  that 
that  house  should  know  what  really  was 
the  state  of  the  winds  and  currents  at  the 
time  ;  which  could  only  be  done  in  a  sa- 
tisfactory way,  by  the  production  of  one 
of  the  captain  s  log-books  who  was  em- 
ployed on  the  expedition.  It  was  ex- 
tremely desirable  that  the  house  should 
know  whether  the  expedition  failed  from 
misconduct  or  from  unavoidable  causes  ; 
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and  if  it  did  fail  from  misconduct,  whe*- 
tber  the  admiralty,  lord  C^ollingwood,  or 
admiral  Duckworth,  was  to  blame.    ^ 

Mr.  W.  Taylor  said  a  few  words  in  favour 
of  the  ma: ion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  of 
opinion,  that  sufficient  reasons  had  not 
been  given  for  the  production  of  the 
paper ;  at  any  rate,  he  did  not  see  why  the 
log-book  of  the  Royal  George  should  be 
particularly  singled  out  ;  and  if  infor- 
mation was  wanted,  why  all  the  log-books 
of  the  squadron  were  not  called  for. 

Colonel  Wood  had  no  objection  what- 
ever to  the  production  of  the  log-books  of 
all  the  ships. 

Mr.  Whitbrcad^io^G^^^A  to  entertain  the 
highest  respect  for  the  character  of  admi- 
ral Duckworth,  but  he  did  not  consider 
the  splendid  achievements  of  that  gallant 
olEcer  as  a  bar  to  any  investigation  into 
the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition 
to  the  Dardanelles.  H«  should  therefore 
vote  for  the  production  of  the  paper. 

Sir  C  Pole  contended,  that  if  it  was 
meant  to  impute  any  bl^tme  to  admiral 
Duckworth,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
it  would  be  but  fair  that  he  should  have 
timely  notice  of  such  an  intention.  He 
likewise  took  this  opportunity  of  observ- 
ing, that,  in  his  opinion,  the  question 
which  stood  for  discussion  on  this  evening, 
ought  not  to  have  been  brought  on  in  the 
absence -of  sir  R.  Strachan,  or  of  some 
persoa  Qualified  and  authorized  to  defend 
his  conduct,  as  far  as  it  might  be  impli- 
cated in  the  question. 

Mr.  Wellesley  Pole  was  also  of  opinion, 
that  if  there  was  an  intention  of  imputing 
blame  to  admiral  Duckworth,  ample  no- 
tice should  be  given,  for  the  purpose  of 
allowing  the  gallant  admiral  sufficient  time 
to  take  measures  for  the  vindicaiion  of  his 
honour  and  character.  As  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  honourable  admiral  who 
spoke  last,  respecting  sir  Rd.  Strachan,  he 
must  obH^rve  that  it  wa«  not  the  intention 
of  the  hon.  gent,  who  had  given  notice  of 
a  motion  on  this  evening,  to  impute  the 
least  degree  of  blame  to  that  gallant  offi- 
cer. He  meant,  as  he  understood  his  in- 
tention, to  bring  fonvard  a  charge  in  a 
manly  way  against  the  admiralty  board  ; 
bchI  certauily,  in  defending  the  conduct  of 
that  board,  he  should  not  throw  the 
smallest  censure  upon  the  conduct  of  that 
excellent  and  meritorious  officer. 

Colonel  Wood  withdrew  his  motion  for 
the  preselit  evening,  with  the  intention  of 
bripi^ing  it  forward  on  this  day  se'nnight 


[RocHroRT  Squadbon.}     Mr.   €edcM(fitj 
in  rising  to  bn»^  forward  the  motion  of 
which  he  had    given   notice,  began  with 
profossing,  that  nothing  was  more  distant 
irom  his  mtention  than  to  throw  out  \hm 
slightest  reflection  upon  the  conduct  o€ 
sir  Rd.  Strachan,  for  whose  character,  l>oth 
as  a  naval  officer  and   a   man,  he  enter- 
tained the  highesi  veneraiion :  am)  nothing 
which  had  fallen  from  the   hon.  baronet 
(sir  C.  Pole)  went  to  impute  to  him  any 
such  intention.   All  thaA  .thai  hon.  barosei 
bad  said,  was,  that  the  testimony  ef .  m 
Rd.  Strachan  would  be  very  material  in 
^iftiding  tlte  decision  oi  the  house  upcHft  the 
oueation,  which  he  was  now  bringing  be* 
fore  it,  and   io  tlus  he  perfectly  agreed 
wilh  him.     For  example,  there  h^m  one 
pat)er  that  had  been  moved  for,  for  the 
purpose  of  shewing  the  reasons  whickmade 
it  necessary  for  sir  Rd.  Strachan  to  quit 
hi«  station  before  the  port  of  Reehfort, 
prior  to  the  sailing  of  the  Freneh  squadron 
from  that  port  in  Jan.  last.     He  under- 
stood  that  no  9uch  communtcaiion  had 
been  received  at  the  admiralty,  and  there- 
fore there  remained  a  chasm  in  the  oti- 
dence,  which  it  would  have  been  moat 
desirable    to    supply    by    the    evicknce 
of   the    gallant   admiral    himself,    could 
he  liave  been  called  to  give  such  ertdeoce 
at  the  bar  of  the  house.    He  had  also  fpn& 
reason  to  believe,  that  sir  Rd.  Strachan 
had  found  it  necessary  to  take  water  and 
provisions  from  the  Ferrol  squadron  ;  but 
there  was  no  evidence  to  this  efiect  in  the 
papers  which  were  on   the   table  of  the 
house  ;  and  as  the  admiral  was  not  present 
to  be  examined  as  to  the  truth  of  the  fhct, 
he  should  leave  this  circunratance  out  of 
the  charge  that  he  meant  to  bring  forward. 
The  charge,  limited  as  it  was,  he  did  not 
bring  forward  upon  trivial  or  light  grounds. 
It  was  important  that  its  merita  should  b« 
fairly  and   fully  investigated,  both  for  the  , 
interests  of  the  public  service  and  for  the 
honour  of  the  admiralty.     When  the  gen- 
tlemen belonging  to  thi«  department  of 
government  talked  of  a  squadron  being' 
victualled   fur  two    or    three   mokths,    if 
they  meant  any  thinff  at  all,  they  must 
mean  that  the   squadron  waA  in  a  state 
capable   of  serving  all   the  purposes    to 
which   it    might    be    called.     When    » 
squadron  was  employed  in  a  blockiading 
service,  it  was  necessary,  not  only  thai  it 
should  be  in  a  condition  to  keep  its  sta*. 
tion,  but  as  its  utmost  vigilance  did  net  aft 
all  times  suffice  to  prevent  the  enemy's 
fleet  from  putting  to  sea,  it  ought  also  to 
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be  in  a  coitdttjon  to  fo)k>w  the  enemy 
wherever  he  went.    The  cirGain8taiK:e  of 
lofd  Ganhier,  whose  zeal  and  attention  to 
the  service  merited  every  praise,  having, 
to  early  at  the  SOih  of  Oct.  detached  the 
Conqueror  iron  the  Brest  fleet,  to  relieve 
one  of  sir  R.  Strachan's  squadron,  was  a 
confirmation  of  the  principle  he  hod  now 
laid  down.     Had  the  Conqueror  gained 
the  Rochfbrt  squadron,  it  would  have  re- 
lieved the  Impetaeux,  which  had  been  4 
inonthd  at  sea ;  but  the  Conqueror  never 
reached  the  blockading  squadron,  and  lord 
Gairdner's  intention  was  so  far  frustrated. 
Kotwithstanding    this    information,  how-, 
ever,  which  the  adrairahy  had  received 
from  lord  Gardner,  of  the  necessity,  or  at 
least  of  the  propriety,  of  sending  some  re- 
lief to  this  squadron,  so  early  as  the  30th 
of  Oct  (though  it  appeared  that  on  the 
]  1th  of  Nov.  the  squadron  had  3  months 
provisions  on  board,  and  on  the  11th  of 
Deii,  that  it  had  two  months  provisions  oa 
board,  a  circumstance  which  did  not  at  all 
weigh  with  lord  Gardner  against  reliev- 
ing it,)  no  respect  whatever  was  paid  to 
his  intimation,  and  nothing  was  done  by 
the  admirahy  till  the  3d  of  Dec.  when  the 
Mediator  was  ordered  out  with  previsions, 
which,  however,  did  not  reach  sir  R.  Stra- 
ehan^s  squadron  till  the  12th  of  Jan.     On 
the  30ih  of  Dec.  the  Superb  and  the  Spen- 
cer were  ordered  to  join  sir  R.  Strachan  ; 
bat  the  order,  as  far  as  regarded  the  latter, 
which   had   the   measles  on   board,  was 
contttermanded,  and  the  former  did  not 
reach  the  blockading  squadron  till  the  12th 
of  Jan^    In  the  mean  time,  however,  sir 
Richard  was  become  so  extremely  impa- 
tient, that  he  deviated  from  the  usual  rule 
of  the  -service ;  and  instead  of  addressing 
his  letters,  as  be  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
doing,  to  lord  Gardner,  .wrote  directly  to 
tile  admiralty,  to  make  his  distress  known 
to  that  board — a  state  of  distress  to  which 
ho  could  not  have  been  reduced  without 
the  grossest  negligence  in  that  department 
of  eovemment.     He  was  aware   that  it 
might  be  pleaded,  that  on  account  of  the 
number  of  squadrons  then  at  sea,  it  had 
been  impossible  for  the  admiralty  to  par 
all  that  attention  to  the  wants  of  each 
which  it  would  have  been  desirable  to  do. 
But  was  not  this  a  circumstance  which 
oughtto  have  entered  into  their  caknlatiott, 
be^re  dispersing  them  in  so  many  quarters, 
and  on  so  many  difierent  services  ?    Was 
it  of  no  consequence,  that  the  toils  atid 
friligues  which  the  Rochfort  squadnm  had 
vnderg^ar  in  the  course  of  »  whole  winter 


shouKl  be  rendered  of  no  use  ^    Was  it  of 
no  consequence  that  a  French  squadron 
should  be  permitted  to  escape  undcor  the 
most  enterprising  of  their  naval  command* 
ers  ?     On  the  4th  of  Jan.  however^  sir  K. 
Strachan  was  reduced  to  the  sitoation  of 
having  only  3  weeks  provisions  on  board; 
anil  it  was  not  till  the  19th  that  supplies 
arrived,  at  a  time  when  he  had  only  IS 
days  provisions  on  board.   Now,  be;>would 
put  it  to  the  house,  whether  it  was  fitting, 
that  any  squadron  should  be  allowed  to  be 
so  much  reduced  in  indispensable  nacessa*- 
ries  ?     If  the  Rochfort  squadron  had  put 
to  sea  at  that  time,  sir  R.  Strach^  couki 
not  have  gone  in  pursuit  of  them  to  any 
distance,  even  though  he  had  been  aware 
of  the  direction  in  which  they  had  sailed. 
From  the  12th  to  the   lIHh  of  Jan.  the 
weather  was  so  bad   that  the  Mediator 
could  not  be  cleared  till  the  llHh;  and 
the  Rochfott  squadron  had  been  already 
seen  at  sea  by  the  Phoenix  on  the   17th, 
sir  R.  Straclmn  being  entirely  ignorant 
of  it  for  some  days  afterwards.     K  «fh 
peared  from  the  papers,  that  sir  Richard 
was  in  distress  for  provisions,'  particularly 
for  water,  so  early  as  the  Ist  of  Dec.  ant 
that  he  was  even  then  complaining  of  a 
want  of  cables,  sails,  and  anchorsi.     From 
this  the  hon.  gent,  inferrfd,  that  his  le^- 
ing  Basque  roads,  the  situation  of  all  others 
the  most  favourable  for  keeping  up  the 
blockade  of  the  port  of  Rochfort,  was  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  reduced  state  of  the  nec^- 
saries  on  board  the  squadron,  and  that  he 
had  stood  out  from  Rochebonnes  to  see  if 
he  might  chance  to  fall  in  with  any  of  the 
victuallers  that  were  sent  out  to  him.    As 
a  further  proof  that  this  was  his  motive  in 
leaving  bis  station,  immediately  after  clear- 
ing the  Medhiftor,  sir  Richard  writes,  that 
be  vra^  using  his  utmosT  endeavours  to  re- 
gain his  station. — Mr.  Cakraft  next  stated 
the  course  which  he  meant  to  adopt.     His 
intention  was  to  .move  a  number  of  Re8o>- 
lutions  ceintaining  a  recital  of  lacts,  which 
lie  meant  to  follow  up  with  a  Resolution 
of  censure  upon  the  condnct  of  the  board 
of  admiralty  ;  reserving  to  himself  how- 
ever the  power  of  withdrawing  this  last 
Resolution,  should  he  find  it  to  be  the  sense 
of  the  house,  that  the  case  was  not  clearly 
made  out  which  he  meant  to  pnive.     It 
was  possible  thsit  the  papers  now  on  the 
table  of  the  house,  lef(  the  case  in  some 
measure  defective ;  but  he  pledged  himself 
to  be  able  to  make  it  out  completely  to 
the  sadsfaction  of  every  candid  and  im^ 
partial  aan«  if  he  woie  permitted  to  ea^* 
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amine  at  the  bar  of  the  house  some  of 
the   officers   belonging  to  the  squadron. 
The  Resolutions  which  he  meant  to  pro- 
pose, he  had  communicated  a  week  ago  to 
the.  hon.  secretary  to  the  admiralty,  as 
their  tendency  certainly  was  to  bring  a 
serious  accusation  against  that  department, 
and  he  always  wished  to  do  to  others  as 
he  would  wish  ito  be  done  by.     The  hon. 
gent,  concluded  with  moving  the  follow- 
ing Resolutions;  which  he  said,  if  assented 
to  by  the  house,  he  should  then  follow  up 
by  a  motion  of  censure  upon  the  board  of 
admiralty.     1.  "  That  it  appears  to  this 
house,  that  on  the  30ih  of  Oct.  1 807,  ad- 
miral lord   Gardner  called   the  attention 
of  the  board  of  admiralty  to  the  squadron 
off  Rochfoit,  under  the  command  of  rear- 
admiral  sir  R.  Strachan,  by  informing  their 
lordships  he  had  ordered  the  Conqueror, 
after  refitting  and  replenishing  at  Caw- 
sand  bay,  to  relieve  one  of  the  ships  on 
that  station.     2.  That  on  the   1st  of  Dec. 
1807,  the  squadron  offRochfort,  under  the 
command  of  sir  R.  Strachan,  consisted  of 
the  following  ships  :  Caesar,  80  guns,  sailed 
from  Plymouth  1 3th  Oct. ;  Spartiate,  80 
guns,  sailed  from  Portsmouth  14th  Sept.  ; 
Impetueux,  74  guns,  sailed  from  Ports- 
mouth 4th  June  ;  Donegal,  74  guns,  sail- 
ed from  Plymouth  6th  Aug. ;  Edgar,  74 
guns,   sailed   from   Plymouth   5th   July ; 
Warrior,  74  guns,  sailed  from   Plymouth 
18th  July;  Renown,  74  guns,  sailed  from 
Plymouth  28th  Sept.  all  victualled  for  5 
months;    Indefatigable,   44   guns,   sailed 
from  Plymouth   18th  Oct.;   Emerald,  36 
guns,  sailed  from  Plymouth  7th  Aug. ; 
PhcBnix,  36  guns,  sailed  from  Plymouth 
10th    Sept.;    Tribune,    S6    guns,  sailed 
from   Pl3anouth  18th  Oct.  all  victualled 
for  4  months;  Foxhound,  18  guns,  sailed 
from    Plymouth  2d  Sept.   victualled  for 
3    months;     Martial,    10   guns,    sailed 
from    Plymouth    18th    Sept.,    victualled 
for  two  months;  Rapid,  10  guns,  sailed 
from  Plymouth  25th  Sept.,  viciuilled  for 
two  months.     3.  That  it  appears  to  this 
house    the  Conqueror  did   not  join  the 
squadron  cruizing  off  Rochfort,  nor  were 
any  ships  ordered  to  join  lord  Gardner,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  his  lordship  to  send 
relief  to  that  squadron,  before  the  21st 
Dec.   1807.     4.  Tliat  on  the  11th  Nov. 
1807,  the  squadron  off  Rochfort  had  not 
more  than  12  weeks  provisions.    That  on 
the  23d  Dec.  it  was  further  reduced,  the 
bread  averaging  for  the  whole  squadron 
only  36,  and  the  wine  and  spirits  30  days ; 
and  that  on  the  4th.  of  Jan.,  1808^  the 


squadron  had  only  three  weeks  provisions, 
although  the  bread  appears  to  have  been 
reduced  to  two-thirds  allowance  from  Dec. 
21st  1807;  and  further,  that  it  was  not 
until  the  12th  of  Jan.,  when  the  squadron 
was  reduced  to  13  days  provisions,  that 
any  part  of  it  was  relieved  by  fresh  ships, 
or  supplied  with  any  provisions,  notwith* 
standing  the  earnest  entreaties  and  repeat- 
ed representations  from  admiral  lord  Gahi- 
ner,  rear-admiral  sir  R.  Strachan,  and  ad- 
miral Young.  5.  That  on  the  12th  of 
Jan.  1808,  the  Superb  and  Mediator  joined 
the  squadron  ten  leagues  south-west  of  the 
Rochebonnes,  that  the  Lavinia  joined  on 
the  i4th,  and  the  Colossus  on  the  15th, 
and  that  it  was  the  19th  of  Jan.  before  the 
Mediator  was  cleared  of  her*  stores ;  and 
that  the  squadron  was  unable  to  regain  its 
station,  owing  to  the  delay  occasioned  in 
the  clearing  the  Mediator,  the  adverse 
winds,  and  rough  weather;  and  that  on 
the  17th  of  Jan.,  Sunday,  the  French  squa- 
dron, from  Rochfort,  was  seen  at  sea  by 
the  Phoenix,  having,  as  it  appears,  escaped 
out  of  Rochfort  during  the  time  rear-admi- 
ral sir  R.  Strachan  had  been  obliged  to  quit 
that  station  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
provisions.*' —  Upon  the  first  Resolution 
being  put  from  the  chair, 

Mr.  IVellesky  Pole  rose  and  said,  that  as 
the  hon.  gent,  had  thought  proper  to  move 
a  series  of  Resolutions  without  at  present 
following  them  up  with  any  thing  expres- 
sive of  the  object  avowed,  he  should  feel  it 
his  duty  to  move  the  previous  question 
upon  the  first  Resolution.  He  was,  he 
confessed,  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear 
that  object  still  avowed  by  the  hon.  gent., 
after  his  having  perused  the  papers  that 
had  been  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  house, 
because  he  thought  that  those  papers  must 
impress  the  mind  of  every  candid  man 
with  a  conviction  of  the  zeal,  vigilande, 
and  activity,  of  the  present  board  of  admi- 
ralt}\  The  hon.  gent,  had  brought  two 
most  serious  charges  against  the  board  ; 
one  was,  that  the  board  paid  no  attention 
whatever  to  the  repeated  and  earnest  requi- 
sitions of  the  several  commanders  of  the 
blockading  squadrons,  complaining  of 
want  of  provisions,  and  requiring  relief  and 
supply.  The  other  was,  that  sir  R. 
Strachan  had  been  compelled  to  abandon 
his  station  off  Rochfort,  in  consequence  of 
want  of  provisions.  Here  he  would  ob- 
serve, that  the  rendezvous  appointed  by  the 
admiralty  for  sir  R.  Strachan's  squadron  in 
case  of  their  being  dispersed  by  ba-.l  wea- 
ther, was  off  the  Chasseron  light-house.  He 
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was  from  the  station  but  from  the  16th  to 
the  19th  Dec.  That  might  surprise  the 
hon.  gent. ;  but  he  had  too  much  patriot- 
ism not  to  be  glad,  in  case  he  was  satisfied 
that  the  admiralty  had  done  their  duty. 
The  hon.  gent,  had  asked,  why  sir  Richard 
was  not  able  to  pursue  the  enemy?  It 
would  appear  from  a  letter  he  should  read 
to  the  house,  that  the  weather,  and  not  the 
want  of  victuals,  was  the  true  and  only 
caose  that  prevented  the  pursuit.  The 
house  would  judge  from  the  letter  which 
he  should  now  read  to  them^  that  so  far 
from — 

Mr.  Tierncy  spoke  to  order.  He  observ- 
ed that'  all  the  papers  moved  for  by  his 
hoD.  friend,  and  all  the  papers  moved  for 
in  justification  of  their  conduct  by  the 
gentlemen  opposite,  were  on  the  table. 
He  conceived  it  would  be  productive  of 
great  inconvenience  were  the  practice  to 
be  continued  of  allowing  a  member  to 
draw  from  his  pocket  a  paper,  not  regu- 
larly before  the  house,  and  to  read  from 
it  such  portions  as  he  might  think  condu- 
cive to  his  object. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  certainly  much 
had  lately  passed  upon  this  subject  in  the 
house.  He  did  not  however  feel  autho- 
rized to  state  that  any  precise  or  positive 
rule  of  order  existed,  with  regard  to  it.  It 
appeared  to  him  to  rest  wholly  with  the 
discretion  of  the  house,  who  would  of 
course  pronounce  their  judgment  accord- 
ing to  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Pmsonby  thought  that  if  the  house 
had  never  adopted  a  rule  to  prevent  this 
practice,  they  ought  to  do  so.  Nothing 
could  be  more  injurious  to  debate,  or  more 
replete  with  absurdity,  for  what  would  be 
the  Consequence  if — 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excltequer  spoke  to 
order,  observing,  that  it  was  one  thing  to 
state  what  the  order  of  the  house  at  pre- 
sent was,  and  another  to  consider  what  it 
would  be  expedient  to  make  it. 

Mr.  Ponsonify  said,  that  if  the  hon.  gent, 
persisted  in  reading  a  document  not  form- 
al Iat  before  the  house,  he  should  move  an 
adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  Wellesky  Pole  then  said,  that  he 
should  be  sorry  to  persist  in  any  thing  un- 
pleasant to  the  house,  and  should  not  press 
doing  what  might  be  ofiensive  to  the  gen- 
tlemen opposite.  He  would  therefore  not 
read  the  letter,  but  content  himself  with 
stating  the  substance  of  that  letter,  and 
let  the  house  give  it  whatever  credit  it 
thought  due  to  his  character.  He  would 
then  take  upon  himself  to  assert,  that  sir 


R.  Strachan,  after  leaving  the  bay,  passed 
the  Ferrol  and  Lisbon  squadrons,  without 
applying  tor  provisions  of  any  kind,  or 
domg  more  than  exchanging  the  usual 
signals  by  telegraph  ;  a;id  that  he  passed 
in  the  same  way  Gibraltar.     This  much 
he  would  state,  and  he  pledged  his  cha- 
racter to  the  truth  of  the  statement.     On 
the  30th  of  Oct.  lord  Gardner  wrote  to 
the  admiralty  acquainting  them  that  the 
Conqueror  had  joined  him  off  Ushant,  and 
that  he  had  ordered  her  to  proceed  to 
Cawsand  bay  to  relit,  and  then  proceed 
and  relieve  one  of  the  ships  otFRochfort;  . 
and  he  wished  it  to  be  remembered  that  this 
ship  was  then  ordered  to  convey  as  much- 
provision  and  as  many  live  bullocks  as 
she  conveniently  could ;  this  ship  arrived, 
agreeably  to  lord  Gardner's  orders,  on  the 
Ist  of  Nov.;    and  the  1 5th  of  the  same 
month  it  was  ordered  to  repair  to  the  ships 
employed  in  the  service  of  conveying  the 
royal  family  from  Lisbon  to  the  Brazils ; 
and    to  the   squadron  under  sir  Sidney 
Smith,  four  sail  of  the  line  were  then  de- 
tached.  Here  he  observed  that  some  of  the 
ships  had  been  five  months  at  sea  before 
they  had  reached  the  squadrons  they  were 
destined  to  relieve.     He  referred  first  to 
an  order  from  the  admiralty  to  the  victual- 
ling board,  requiring  them  to  send  out 
provisions  of  potatoes,  onions,  and  live 
bullocks,    for  the   several  squadrons  off 
L'Orient,  Rochfoit,  and  Fen-ol ;  the  pota- 
toes, three  pounds  per  man  a  week  for  two 
months,  the  onions,  half  a  pound  a  man 
per  week,  and  as  many  live  bullocks  as 
she  ceuld  conveniently  stow:   also  to  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Barrow  to  lord  Gardner, 
acquainting  his  lordship  with  those  direc- 
tions, and  both  dated  3d  Dec.  1807.     He 
next  referred  to  other  papers  to  shew  the 
actual  state  of  sir  R.  Strachan*s  squadron 
on  the  Ist  of  Dec.     On  the  3d  Dec.  the 
order  was  issued  for  forwarding  the  sup- 
plies by  the. Mediator,  but  no  requisition 
was  received  at  the  admiralty  till  the  18th 
of  Dec. ;  and  yet  provisionary  orders  had 
been  issued  on  the  3d  of  the  same  month. ' 
That  letter  was  written  on  the  11th  by 
lord  (rardner,  and  did  certainly  state  that 
there  were  not  more  than  eight  weeks 
provisions  on  board  ;  on  the  2 1st,  another 
fetter  came  frorp  lord  Gardner,  covering 
another  from  sir  R.  Strachan,  of  the  1st 
Dec;  and  two  days  after,  the  23d,  the  Me- 
diator went  into  Portsmouth,  and  though 
then  ready  to  sail,  was  not  a^le  to  do  so 
till  the  6th  of  January,  merely  because  the 
present  board  had  not  ingenuty  enough  to 
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controul  the  winds  and  the  weatber !  On  the 
21st,  an  order  was  issued  for  the  sailing  of 
the  Superb  and  Spencer.    But  it  had  been 
objected,  why  were  not  those  ships  sent 
direct  to  sir  Richard,  without  being  first 
sent  to  lord  Gardner  ?  The  objection  he 
was  surprised  at,  because  it  betrayed  such 
ignorance  of  the  general  routine,  which 
was,  that  all  blockading  s<]uadrons  are 
sabject  to  the  co|:itroul  of  the  commander 
of  the  Channel  fleet.     He  next  referred 
to  a  letter  dated  the  20th  Dec,  and  re- 
^      ceived  at  the  admiralty  the  22d,  from  ad- 
miral Young,  beginning,  "As  a  rery  con- 
siderable supply  of  provisions   has  been 
sent  to  the  ships  off  Ferrol,  and  the  Au- 
dacious will  sail  on  Tuesday  for  that  squa- 
dron with  six  months  proTisions,  I  submit 
to  their  lordships  whether  it  may  not  be 
advisable  to  allow  the  provisions  carried 
out  by  the  Mediator  to  be  divided  between 
the  squadrons  off  L'Orient  and  Rochfort," 
&c.     He  next  adverted  to  lord  Gardner's 
letter,  transmitting  the  state  of  sir  Richard 
Strachan's  squadron,  the  bread  being  at 
two-thirds  allowance  on  the  21st  Dec.  and 
then  reminded  the  house  of  adm.  Young's 
IcLtter  of  the  following  day,  recommending 
a  division  of  the  provisions.    The  relief 
was  ready  to  sail  eight  or  nine  days  be- 
fore, but  prevented  by  bad  weather;  and 
as  soon  as  the   weather   permitted,   the 
Spencer,  Superb,  and  Cumberland,  were 
sent  directly  to  sir  R.  Strachan.     He  here 
took  occasion  to  pay  a  high  tribute  to  the 
professional  merits  of  admiral  Young,  as 
the  best  port  admiral  in  the  navy.   On  the 
31st  Dec.  the  Colossus  was  ordered  to  join ; 
and  there  would  be  found  the  letter  of 
admiral  Young,  requiring  the  two  trans- 
ports sent  into  Catwater,^to  be  forthwith 
laden  with  two  months  provisions  for  •l-,500 
men,  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  Roch- 
fort  squadron. — He  then  entered  upon  the 
second  division  of  the  subject :  the  other 
serious  charge  was,  that  sir  Richard  had 
been  compelled  to  abandon  his  station  in 
consequence  of  want  of  provisions.     He 
shewed  what  had  been  the  state  of  the 
weather  from  the  2 1st  of  Dec.  till  the  6th 
of  Jan. ;   that  it  was  so  tempestuous  as 
to  prevent  the  relief  going*  out,  and  that 
this  and  this  only  was  what  compelled  sir 
R.  Straclian  to  abandon  his  station.     He 
was  anxious,  in  proof  of  this,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  sirl^ichard'^  let- 
let,  dated  the  21st  Dec.  and  not  received 
till  the  30th.    'f  We  have  been  driven  off, 
and  haivse  only  just  got  hold  of  the  land. 
Kotteg  mtlerial  ha9  occurred.    We  have 
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had    very   tempestuous   weather.''       He 
then  cited  sir  Richard's  next  letter  of  the 
25th  Dec.  mentioning  the  reduced  state  of 
the  provisions,  and  stating,  that  "  the  wea- 
ther has  been  such,  we  have  not  been  able 
to    apportion  the  remains  of   provisions 
to  each  ship."     He  next  cited  kn  extract 
from  sir  Richard's  letter  to  lord  Gardner, 
dated  the  2dth  Dec.  off  Rochebonnet,  in 
which  he  says,  •'  1  inclose  the  state  of  the 
squadron  on  the  2'Sd,  since  which,  the 
Weather  has  prevented  much  communi- 
cation."     On  the   4th   of   January,    sir 
Richard,  when  stationed  ten  lejigues  off 
Belleisle,  wrote   that   since  the  Emerald 
and  Eurydice  had  parted  in  chace,  they 
had  had  constant  gales  ;    and  on  the  2M 
of  Jan.,  the  admiralty  received  a  letter 
from  sir  Richard,  dated  the  16th,  then  ly- 
ing ten  leagues  south-west  of  the  Roche- 
bonnes,  in  which  he  states,  that  the  Superb 
and    Mediator  joined  on   the    12th,  the 
Lavinia  on  the  1  ith,  and  the  Colossus  yes- 
terday ;   and  adds   "  b«t  it  was  not  till 
this  morning  that  the  weather  would  per- 
mit us  to  communicate  by  boats."     This 
then  was  sir  R,  Strachan   termu  the  hon. 
gent,  and  let  the  house  decide  between  the 
two  authorities.     The  hon.  gent,  then  pro- 
ceeded to  shew,  by  a  variety  of  documents 
which  he  cited,  that  sir  Richard  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  his  position  by  the  wea- 
ther, and  not  by  want  of  provisions ;    and 
concluded,   by   admitting  that  the  facts 
contained  in  the  hon.  gent's  Resolutions 
were,  generally  speaking,  correct ;  but  he 
denied  the  inference  from   them.     Tlie 
last  resolution,  which  that  hon.  gent,  had 
candidly  submitted  to  his  inspection,  and 
which   he  had   declared  his  mtention  oi 
moving,  should  those  at  pre^nt  beforfe  the 
house  be   assented  to,   contained  a  most 
direct  and  positive  censure  on  the  board 
of   admiralty,   couclfftd   in   the  strongest 
terms  of  reprobation.     As  he,  therefore, 
considered  all  the  preliminary  Resolutions 
as  vehicles  for  the  last,  he  slmuld  move  the 
previous  question  on  them,  and  meet  the 
last  with  a  direct  negative.     Above  all 
things  he  deprecated  any  delay  in  the  de- 
cision of  the  house  on  the  subject.     Let  us 
have  it  out  now,  added  the  hon.  gent  my 
situation  is  not  a  sinecure,  and  I  am  nnwif- 
ling  that  any  ]>roportion  of  my  time  should 
be  uselesly  diverted  fi*ora  the  public  service. 
If,  however,  the  hon.  gent,  is  determined 
to  fight  another  day,  I  am  r«ady  to  meet 
him  ;  but  I  cati  assure  the  house,  that  from 
the  first  agitation  of  this  business,  I  have 
fdt  considerable  uneasiness ;  not  from  the 
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slightest  apprehension  as  to  the  resalt,  but 
because  I  was  aware  that  I  should  be  ^irawn 
off  from  that  which  is  the  immediate  object 
of  my  anxiety  and  ambition. 

Sir  Charles  Pole  totally  differed  from  the 
hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down,  both  as 
to  the  facts  themselves,  and  the  inferences 
which  he  drew  from  them :  he  read  ex- 
tracts from  many  different  letters  on  the 
table,  by  which  he  shewed  that  the  fleet 
off  Rochfort  were  very  badly  provided, 
and  could  not  have  followed  the  enemy 
more  than  three  or  four  days.  The  power 
of  dispatching  ships  to  relieve  sir  R. 
Strachau,  it  was  plain,  was  not  vested  in 
lord  Gardner ;  else  he  surely  would  not 
have  sent  off  five  difierent  and  anxious 
letters  to  the  admiralty  on  the  subject. 
He  read  extracts  from  a  tetter,  dated  11th 
of  Dec.  stating  to  the  admiralty  the  dis- 
tress of  the  fleet,  which  letter  was  an- 
swered by  the  admiralty  on  the  18th,  send- 
ing a  supply  of  provisions  in  one  victual- 
ling ship  :  although  this  ship  was  intended 
for  the  supply  of  three  squadrons,  namely, 
that  off  L' Orient,  off  Ferrol,  and  Rochefort, 
yet  she  did  not  convey  more  than  equal  to 
sixteen  days  bread,  for  the  line  of  battle 
ships  off  Rochefort  alone.  He  said,  if  every 
pound  of  bread,  which  had  been  so  sent,  had 
been  received  by  the  Rochefort  fleet  alone, 
it  would  not  have  put  it  in  a  situation  to 
follow  the  enemy.  Such  inattention  on  the 
part  of  the  admiralty  was  the  greatest 
blow  England  could  receive,  as  it  would 
be  the  greatest  triumph  the  enemy  could 
obtain.  That  day  was  perilous  to  us  indeed, 
'when  we  found  ourselves  unable  to  furnish 
7  sail  of  the  line  sufficiently  to  keep  their 
stations.  He  could  not  conceive  what  was 
meant  by  sending  one  store-ship  out  to 
supply  such  a  fleet  with  bread,  wine,  and 
water.  He  could  not  foretel  what  would 
be  the  decision  of  the  house,  but  he  knew 
well  what  would  be  the  sense  of  the  coun- 
try on  such  conduct:  the  house  might  di- 
vide three  to  one  in  its  favour,  but  the  na- 
tion would  not  be  a  whit  the  more  con- 
vinced. He  then  read  an  extract  from  a 
letter  to  the  board  of  admiralty>  dated 
the  15th  Dec.  in  which  it  was  declared, 
that  the  fleet  was  in  total  want  both  of  sails, 
water,  and  every  other  necessary  with 
which  a  fleet  should  be  provided.  In  con- 
sequence of  such  a  situation,  sir  Richard 
Strachan  was  compelled  to  quit  his  ancho- 
rage, to  look  out  for  victuallers ;  what  was 
the  event  ?  The  enemy,  taking  the  advan- 
tage of  his  absence,  escaped  out  of  Roche^ 
fort,  which  they  never  could  have  done, 
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or  would  have  attempted,  had  sir  Richard 
been  sufficiently  provided  to  have  kept 
his  station  in  Basque  Roads.  At  length, 
however,  he  did  obtain  a  supply  of  34(> 
tons  of  water,  which  exactly  provided  his 
fleet  for  26  days  ;  and  although  he  ad- 
mitted that  the  Superb  and  Colossus  fur- 
ther increased  his  store,  still  they  did  not 
so  increase  it  as  to  enable  him  to  pursue 
the  enemy  with  safety.  On  the  28th,  the 
Admiralty  had  an  acknowledgment  from 
the  fleet  of  23  days  bread,  45  days  water, 
and  24  days  wine  ;  this  supply,  added  to 
the  former  supplies,  exactly  made  a  total 
of  eieht  weeks  and  three  days  provisions  ; 
and  he  would  ask,  was  that  a  sufficiency 
for  a  pursuit  ;  for  instance,  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  ?  The  present  board  of  Admi- 
ralty might  be  actuated  by  as  pure  and 
praiseworthy  a  zeal  as  possible,  but  he  la- 
mented their  talents  were  not  equal  to 
that  zeal.  He  said,  as  to  sir  Rd.  Strachan's 
squadron  quitting  Basque  Roads,  he  be- 
lieved there  was  a  reason  for  it,  but  too 
serious  for  him  to  state  in  that  house.  As 
to  the  transports  which  it  had  been  stated 
were  sent  to  relieve  the  squadron,  although 
three  had  been  sent,  still  but  one  arrived. 
He  complained  loudly  of  the  mischief 
which  would  ensue  from  keeping^  ships  at 
sea  on  urgent  duty,  waiting  for  the  arrival 
of  transports ;  they  should  be  so  situated 
as  totally  to  feel  above  contingencies ;  but 
here  so  ratal  was  the  adoption  of  a  contrary 
course,  tliat  even  had  our  blockading  adf- 
miral  seen  the  fleet  which  he  blockaded 
standing  out  to  sea  on  the  21st  of  Jan.  he 
could  not  have  chased  them  20  leagues 
from  land  !  From  the  very  weekly  ac- 
counts laid  upon  the  table  ior  the  perusal 
of  the  country,  it  appeared  that  there  was 
at  that  time  on  board  the  fleet  only  bread 
for  16,  wine  for  four,  and  water  for  25 
days !  He  did  not  wish  idly  to  declaim 
against  the  measures  of  any  man  or  set  of 
men,  but  he  solemnly  declared,  that  had  a 
charge  of  the  nature  of  this  enouiry  been 
brought  before  a  court  martial,  and  no 
other  justification  than  what  the  papers 
on  the  table  of  the  house  ofFered,  he  should 
have  no  hesitation  in  deciding  on  his  oath, 
that  the  British  squadron  oft'  Rochefort 
had  not  been  supplied  in  the  manner  which 
the  exigency  of  the  service  required  and 
the  safety  of  the  country  demanded.  He 
could  not  conceive  how  men  could  bring 
themselves  to  sport  thus  with  the  feelings 
of  a  gallant  and  deserving  officer.  What 
must  those  feelings  have  been,  when,  after 
all  his  hope,  his  anxiety,  and  fatigue,  he 
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had  seen  the  French  fleet  stealing  out  of 
Rochefort  unable  to  follow  and  defeat  them, 
from  the  unmerited  neglect  with  which  he 
had  been  treated.  The  arrival  of  the  Co- 
lossus and  Superb  had,  however,  been 
much  dwelt  upon,  and  after  all,  even  when 
they  had  divided  their  supplies  among  the 
fleet,  what  provision  had  it  ?  Rxactly  seven 
days  bread,  63  days  wine  and  spirits,  and 
40  days  water  f  He  was  ashamed  to  take 
up  the  time  and  trouble  of  the  house  in  de- 
tailing  such  broad  and  simple  facts  as  these, 
when  in  fact  any  observation  on  the  sub- 
ject  was  rendered  quite  unnecessary  by 
the  able  statement  of  the  hon.  gent,  who 
opened  the  debate.  This  was  a  question 
to  which  the  house  should  give  all  its  at- 
tention ;  it  involved  the  dearest  interests 
of  the  country,  whose  safety  was  identified 
^ith  the  welfare  of  her  fleet.  As  to  the 
new  system  whieh  the  hon.  gent,  (Mr. 
Pole)"had  broached  to-night,  he  was  sorry 
to  see  any  such  attempted  ;  if  iu  effecU 
were  to  be  the  allowing  a  ship  to  remain 
at  sea  for  eleven  months,  and  when  she 
had  remained  at  home  only  as  many  days, 
•ending  her  out  again— if  such  were  to  be 
Its  effects,  he  disclaimed  and  denounced 
such  a  measure  :  the  name  of  the  ship  so 
treated  he  said  was  the  Defiance.  He  de- 
precated leaving  ship&so  long  and  so  ill- 
povided  at  sea  for  such  a  length  of  time. 
He  did  not  profess  himself  friendly  to  a 
vote  of  censure  on  the  Admiralty,  however 
he  might  have  thought  them  iiieflkient ; 
before  such  a  measure  was  adopted,  evi- 
dence should  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the 
house  ;  and  then,  and  not  until  then,  a 
censure  could  be  warrantably  passed  on 
80  public  and  respectable  a  board  ;  but 
what  must  the  squadron  oft' Rochefort 
thmk,  nay  what  must  be  the  feelings  of 
the  whole  British  fleet  and  of  the  country 
at  large,  when  an  impartial  and  temperate 
examination  of  the  papers  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  house  by  the  Admiralty,  proved, 
that  the  blockading  squadron  had  been 
cnjelly  neglected ;  and  admitting  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  that  every  pound  of 
bread,  and  every  gallon  of  wine  and  spi- 
rits, which  reached  sir  Rd.  Strachan  before 
the  departure  of  the  French  squadron,  had 
been  correctly  distributed,  still  it  was  most 
.  notorious  that  th«  British  squadron  would 
not  have  been  in  a  st^e  to  have  followed 
the  enemy. 

Mr.  R.  Ward  stated,  that  the  general 
plan  pursued  by  every  Admiralty,  was  to 
keep  a  sufficient  force  off"  every  blockaded 
port, adequately  equipped  and  provisioned 


to  watch  the  force  of  the  enemy.     The 
mode  of  relieving  these  squadrons  was  by 
sending  out  vessels,  ship  byjship,  providedf, 
not  only  with  their  own  equipments,  but 
loaded  also  for  the  equipment  of  others. 
The  commander  in  chiei  of  the  Channel 
Fleet  was  the  person  to  see  that  they  were 
properly   victualled,    and    regularly    re- 
lieved, and  he  corresponded  for  that  pur- 
pose with  the  port  admiral  at  Portsmouth 
and  Plymouth.     Every  page  of  the  papers 
shewed   that  lord  Gardner  had  acted   ia 
that  manner.     It  might  happen,  however^ 
that  this  plan  of  blockade,  during  a  naval 
campaign,  might,  under  the  pressure  of 
more    important    objects,    be  altogether 
suspended.      At  the  time  to  which  th^ 
papers  referred,*  the  expedition  to  Copen- 
hagen, and  the  return  of  the  fleet  and  the 
prizes,  had  occupied  much  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Admiralty.     Squadrons  were 
also  provided  to  blockade  the  Tagus,  and 
to  convey  the  Royal  Family  of  Portugal 
to  the   Brazils.      Another  squadron  was 
also  assembled  at  Spithead,  of  sufficient 
force  to  meet  the  Russian  fleet  then  ex- 
pected to  come  up  the  Channel.  He  called 
upon  the  gentlemen  opposite,  who  were 
disposed  to  be  fair,  to  give  credit  to  the  letter 
of  sir  Rd.  Strachan,  declaring  his  appro- 
bation of  the  attention  of  the  Admiralty 
to  his    squadron.     It    appeared   by   the 
papers,  that,  in  November,  the  squadron 
had  ten  weeks  provisions  on   board,  and 
that  18  days  after,  ten  transports,  one  of 
which  was  immediately  driven  back^  and 
only  four  of  which  were  able  to  reach  their 
destination,  had  been  sent  out  with  70a 
ton  of  water  to  the  squadron.     The  large 
ship  was  sent  out  with  a  temporary  supply 
only,  and  he  admitted  that  the  Admiralty 
was  answerable  for  every  thing  up  to  21st 
of  December,   at  which  date  the  squa- 
dron  had  six  weeks  water,    six    weeks 
and  four  days  bread,  and  eight  or  nine 
weeks  beef,   pork,  and  wine.     It  might 
be  a    question   why   the    Mediator   had 
not  sailed  till  the   6th  of  Jan.;  but  he 
shewed    from    the    letters  from   admiral 
Young,  that  the  weatlier  alone  prevented 
her  sailings  and  he  was  confident  the  hon, 
gent,  would  not  question  the  authority  of 
that  gallant  officer.     He  denied  most  posi- 
tively, and  challenged  any  gentleman  to 
prove,   that  sir  Rd.  Strachan  had  for  a 
single  moment,  left  his  station.     Tlie  hon. 
hart,  had  fallen  into  an  error,  when  he 
asserted,  that  the  Admiralty  was  blamable 
for  not  sending  out  the  supplies  earlier. 
They  could  not  contend  with  the  elements^ 
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and  it  appeared  from  the  papers,  that  the 
state  of  the  weather  was  such,  that  from 
the  3d  of  Dec.  to  the  28th  of  Jan.  during 
u  period  of  55  days,  as  not  to  allow  the 
vessels  to  sail.  Was  the  Admiralty  to 
blame  for  that?  As  well  might  they  be 
blamed  for  a  vessel's  foundering  at  sea,  as 
the  Admiralty  of  the  day  be  blamed  for 
the  unfortunate  loss  of  the  Royal  George. 
He  should  not  trespass  longer  upon  the 
attention  of  the  house,  though  he  had  felt 
it  not  unnecessary  to  add  these  general 
observations  to  the  able  and  impregnable 
arguments  of  his  hon.  friend.  Philip  II. 
of  Spain,  the  greatest  tyrant  the  annals  of 
history  exhibited,  on  hearing  of  the  fate  of 
his  Armada,  exclaimed,  '  Thank  God  it  is 
no  worse  !'  That  consideration  which  a 
tyrant  manifested  for  the  interposition  of 
the  elements,  the  Admiralty  had  a  right 
to  expect  from  a  British  senate. 

Mr.  G,  Ponsanby  observed,  that  the  Re- 
solution went  to  say  that  sir  R.  Strachan's 
squadron  was  not  supplied  with  provisions, 
and  that  was  proved  by  the  documents  on 
the  table,  beyond  a  question.  It  had  been 
said,  that  sir  Richard  had  never  left  his 
station  on  account  of  the  want  of  provi- 
sions. A  letter  from  him,  dated  the  21st 
of  Nov.,  says,  '  The  wind  having  veered 
to  the  Northward,  he  stretched  out  to  sea 
to  try  to  meet  some  of  the  transports  that 
he  had  expected.'  Why  proceed  to  sea, 
in  an  uncertain  pursuit,  to  look  after  trans- 
ports, if  not  in  want  of  provisions  ?  and  if 
he  did  proceed  to  sea,  he  must  have  gone 
off  his  station.  The  letter  of  sir  Richard, 
upon  which  the  hon.  gentlemen  prided 
themselves  so  much,  contained  not  a  par- 
ticle of  any  thing  that  could  support  them« 
Sir  Richard  had  written  several  letters  to 
his  commanding  officer,  lord  (Gardner, 
stating  the  situation  of  the  squadron,  and 
its  want  of  provisions;  but  finding  the 
supplies  did  not  come,  he  wrote  to  the 
Board  of  Admiralty.  The  consequence 
was,  he  received  a  supply  ;  and  this  boast- 
ed prize,  this  letter,  commending  the 
board,  went  just  so  far  as  to  say,  he' 
thanked  them  for  the  attention  they  had 
paid  to  his  communication.  Did  this  ex- 
culpate them }  Did  he  say  any  thing  about 
what  had  been  the  situation  of  the  fleet  ? 
No :  but  look  to  his  letter  of  the  23d  of 
Jan.,  four  days  after  the  French  had  got 
out,  and  what  does  he  say,  afler  all  the 
boasted  sapplics  reached  him  ?  '  Hiat  if 
his  provision  and  water  would  last  him,  he 
woiud  follow  the  enemy  over  the  world.' 
A  blockading  squadron  ought  to  have  pro- 


visions on  board  equal  to  what  the  fleet 
they  were  blockading  could  possibly  pro- 
cure. The  Board  of  Admiralty  could  not 
think  that  the  enemy's  squadron  would  go 
no  farther  than  what  two  months'  provi- 
sion would  allow  them.  That  must  have 
been  their  supposition,  or  that  there  was 
an  understanding  between  the  board  and 
the  enemy  ;  for  when  sir  Richard  went  in 
pursuit,  he  bad  but  two  months'  provision. 
He  would  challenge  any  person  to  prove 
the  squadron  ever  had  more  than  two 
months'  provision,'although  an  hon.  gent, 
had  found  out  that  every  British  squadron 
ought  to  have  five  months'  provision.  It 
was  the  most  novel  defence  he  had  ever 
l^eard  set  up.  It  went  to  say, '  the  enemy's 
squadron  has  got  out  of  Kochfort,  and;  if 
you  say  nothing  about  it,  we  will  take 
care  it  never  shall  be  so  again.'  They 
next  brought  tempesu  and  hurricanes,  and 
said,  they  coula  not  fight  affainst  the 
elements,  as  an  excuse.  He  had  never 
heard  that  the  Bay  of  Biscay  was  very 
serene  and  calm  in  the  months  of  Dec.  and 
January.  Every  person  knew  the  westerly 
winds  generally  prevailed  at  that  season  of 
the  year ;  and  could  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty be  ignorant  of  it  ?  If  they  were,  it 
was  not  a  wonder  that  sir  Richard's  squa- 
dron suffered  from  the  want  of  provision  ; 
and  if  they  did*  know  it,  they  were  the 
more  blamable  for  not  having  provided 
a^inst  it.  He  did  not  charge  the  Board 
of  Admiralty  with  intentional  neglect,  but 
he  charged  them  with  want  of  judgment. 

The  house  then  divided  on  the  previous 
question.  Ayes  146  ;  Noes  69.  Majority 
against  the  Resolution  77. 


HOUSE   OP   LORDS. 

Tuaday,Ma\/  10. 
[Offices  in  Reversion  Bill.]  Lord 
HaxvkcBbwy,  on  moving  the  2nd  reading 
of  this  bill,  stated  briefly  the  former  pro- 
ceedings respecting  this  subject,  and  con- 
tended that  there  was  a  material  difference  . 
between  the  principfe  of  this  bill,  and  that 
of  the  former  bill,  which  went  to  the  total 
abolition  of  the  prerogative  of  granting 
offices  in  reversion,  upon  the  mere  ground 
of  expediency,  stated  in  the  preamble^ 
whilst,  in  the  present  bill,  it  was  only  pro- 
posed to  suspend  that  prerogative  for  a 
limited  period,  and  that  on-special  ground 
stated  in  the  preamble,  namely,  with  a 
view  to  inquiries  now  pending  in  the  house 
of  commons.  It  was  easy  to  conceive 
that  such  a  suspension  might  be  of  mate- 
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rial  importance  to  the  objects  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  in  order  that  offices 
might  not,  in  the  mean  time,  be  granted  in 
reversion,  and  thereby  placed  beyond  their 
controul  with  respect  to  any  proposed 
regulation.  Viewing  the  bill  therefore  in 
this  light,  he  should  give  it  his  support; 
and  although  with  such  an  object  before  a 
cpmmittee  of  the  house  of  commons,  no 
minister  would  advise  his  majesty  to  grant 
any  office  in  reversion  in  the  mean  time, 
still  he  thoughjb  it  more  constitutional  to 
legislate  in  the  way  now  proposed,  than 
to  leave  it  to  an  address  of  either  house 
of  parliament. 

Lord  Redesdale  repeated  his  former  ar- 
guments upon  this  subject,  and  thought 
the  bill  the  first  step  to  measures  pregnant 
with  danger  to  the  constitution,  and  which 
therefore  they  ought  to  resist  in  the  outset. 
He  considered  the  former  bill  as  less  ex- 
ceptionable than  the  present;  as  in  that, 
what  was  decided  was  broadly  and  fairly 
stated,  but  in  this  he  conceived  an  attempt 
was  made  to  draw  their  lordships  into  an 
approbation  of  measures  which  might 
prove  highly  injurious,  and  which,  if  ru- 
mours were  to  be  believed,  would  tend  to 
a  material  invasion  of  the  constitution. 
The  bill  in  itself  would,  if  passed,  be  an 
infringement  of  the  constitution,  for  which 
no  adequate  reason  was  stated.  It  was  not 
enough  to  say  that  inquiries  were  pending; 
their  lordships  ought  to  be  informed  of  the 
nature  of  the  measures  which  were  intend- 
ed to  be  proposed,  and  for  which  this  bill 
was  to  lead  the  way.  The  former  bill  had 
been  rejected,  and  he  thought  the  house 
ought  to  make  a  stand  upon  their  inde- 
pendance,  and  reject  this  also,  coming,  as 
it  did,  so  immediately  after  the  rejection 
of  the  other,  and  standing  as  it  did  on 
no  better,  or  rather  on  worse  grounds. 

Earl  Grosvenor  supported  the  bill^  in 
order  that  there  might  be  no  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  the  labours  of  the  conmiittee 
of  finance ;  and  the  more  so  as  there  was 
supposed  to  be  a  disposition  somewhere, 
though  not  open  and  avowed,  to  throw  im- 
pediments in  the  way  of  that  committee. 
The  objection  of  the  noble  and  learned 
lord,  that  there  was  no  recommendation 
firom  the  crown,  could  surely  be  of  little 
avail  afiter  the  recommendations  from  the 
throne  at  the  end  of  the  last  and  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  parliament,  to 
adopt  measures  with  a  view  to  economy 
in  the  public  expenditure.  The  noble 
aiud  learned  lord  had  talked  of  measures 
to  which  this  would  lead,  and  which  would 


endanger  the  constitution;  but  what  w» 
the  object  of  the  committee  of  finance  ? 
simply  to  consider  of  economy,  and  to 
prevent  a  lavish  expenditure  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  at  a  crisis  like  the  present^ 
when  burdens,  however  necessary,  pressed 
heavily  upon  the  people.  From  such  mea- 
sures, instead  of  danger,  the  most  benefi- 
cial consequences  would  result.  He  con- 
sidered the  present  bill  as  of  little  efficacy 
compared  with  the  former ;  but  it  should 
nevertheless  have  his  support,  rather  than 
that  no  measure  of  the  kind  should  be 
adopted. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  professed  himself  at 
a  loss  to  discover  any  reason  which  existed 
for  passing  the  preseht  bill.  He  thought 
it  was  incumbent  upon  those  who  proposed 
or  supported  a  measure  which  infringed 
upon  a  prerogative  that  had  been  exercised 
for  300  years,  to  shew  that  abuses  existed 
in  the  exercise  of  that  prerogative,  or 
that  some  great  public  benefit  would  be 
derived  from  its  limitation  or  its  abolition. 
In  this  case,  however,  nothing  of  this  nature 
had  been  shewn,  nor  was  tnere  any  evi- 
dence before  them  that  such  a  measure 
could  be  of  the  slightest  utility.  He 
thought  there  had  been  a  great  public  de* 
lusion  upon  this  subject,  and  that  advan- 
tages had  been  held  out  which  could  not 
by  any  possibility  result  from  this  mea- 
sure. He  could  not  consider  this  measure 
as  of  the  slightest  importance  with  a  view 
to  economy ;  nor  was  there  any  informa- 
tion before  the  house  to  prove,  in  any- 
other  point  of  view,  its  -necessity  or  expe- 
diency. 

Earl  Morton  observed,  that  the  former 
bill  having  been  rejected,  a  new  bill,  of  a 
similar  description,  ought  not,  according 
to  the  ancient  usage  of  the  constitution,  to 
be  entertained  ;  and  from  the  circum- 
stances under  which  this  bill  had  come  up, 
he  thought  the  house  ought  to  make  a 
stand  here  in  support  of  their  own  inde- 
pendence, and  reject  it. 

Lord  Holland  thought  there  was  little 
necessity  for  combating  the  arguments 
used  against  the  bill,  as  the  speech  of  his 
noble  friend  (the  earl  of  Moira)  who  op- 
posed the  bill,  and  the  speeches  of  the 
noble  lords  on  the  other  side  who  also  op- 
posed the  bill,  answered  each  other.  The 
noble  lords  on  the  other  side  thought  ^e 
bill  would  actually  destroy  the  constitution, 
whilst  his  noble  fiiend,  9n  the  contrary, 
thought  it  a  meagre  of  no  consequence. 
With  this  contrariety  of  opposition,  there 
needed  little  to  be  said  in  support  of  the 
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bill  which  he  hoped  woald  now  be  car- 
ried. He  could  discover  no  such  cause  for 
alarm  as  tt^t  stated  by  the  noble  and 
learned  lord,  nor  did  he  know  to  what 
rumour  the  noble  lord  alluded.  He  agreed 
with  the  noble  earl  (Grosvenor)  as  to  the 
comparative  ineiBcacy  of  the  present  bill^ 
and  would  rather  that  the  former  bill  had 
been  carried,  but  he  would  not  run  the 
risk  of  losing  the  measure  now  proposed, 
by  giviog.  any  opposition  to  it  upon  that 
ground,  or  by  proposing  any  alteration  in 
it  He  trusted  it  would  now  be  carried, 
and  there  appeared  reason  to  believe  that 
it  would  be.  If  it  was,  he  should  hail  it  as 
a  great  and  a  splendid  triumph  obtained 
oyer  that  secret  influence  which  had  ex- 
isted for  40  years  lurking  behind  the 
throne,  over  those  secret  advisers  who  had 
attempted  to  curb  the  ostensible  ministers, 
themselves  remaining  without  responsi- 
bility. He  hoped  this  liad  resulted  from 
ministers  having  assumed  courage  and 
spirit  to  oppose  this  secret  influence.  He 
trusted  it  had  not  been  the  efiect  of  a  com- 
promise, in  which  the  justice  due  to  a  large 
portion  of  his  majesty's  subjects  had  been 
sacrificed.  He  trusted  that  Maynooth 
college  had  not  been  the  object  of  this 
compromise,  and  that  some  of  those  mi- 
nisters who  had  contributed  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  that  institution  had  not  con- 
sented to  give  it  up  as  a  condition  of  the 
compromise.  He  trusted  that  this  was  not 
the  case  ;  that  the  passing  of  the  bill  was 
to  be  considered  as  fairly  resulting  from 
the  circuoistances  under  which  it  was  in- 
troduced, and  that  it  would  not  be  the  only 
beneficial  measure  which  would  result  from 
the  enquiries  set  on  foot. 

Lord  Somers  supported  the  bill,  chiefly 
on  the  ground  that  he  conceived  secret 
influence  to  have  been  used  in  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  former  bill;  and  wherever  it 
appeared,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  make 
a  firm  stand  in  opposition  to  it. — The  bill 
was  then  read  a  second  time. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  May  10. 

[King's  Message  relating  to  the 
Duchess  op  Beunswick.]  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  presented  the  fol- 
lowing Messase  firom  the  king : 

"  0»  IL  His  majesty  finds  it  necessary 
to  state  to  the  house  of  commons,  that  in 
^nae()ttence  of  the  disastrous  defeat  of  the 
matan  arms  in  the  autumn  of  1806,  at- 
tended with  the  melancholy  death  of  the 


reigning  duke  of  Brunswick  Wolfenbuttel, 
and  the  occupation  of  his  territories  by 
the  enemy,  his  majesty's  sister,  the  widow 
of  that  illustrious  prince,  has  been  com« 
polled  to  seek  an  asylum  in  his  majesty's 
dominions  :  immediately  on  her  arrival  in 
England  an  establishment  suited  to  her 
rank,  required  by  her  misfortunes,  and 
such  as  it  became  his  majesty's  affection 
to  aflbrd,  was  provided  out  uf  the  Civil 
List ;  but  no.  provision  being  made  in  the 
distribution  oi^that  fund  for  this  unforeseen 
charge,  his  majesty  recommends  to  this 
house  to  consider  of  the  means  of  enabling 
him  to  continue  the  support  of  that  esta- 
blishment;  and  his  majesty  relies  nith 
perfect  confidence  on  the  loyalty  and  at* 
tachment  of  his  faithful  commons  to-  make 
such  provision  as.  may  appear  proper  on  an 
occasion  s.o  interestmg  to  his  majesty's 
leelings,  and  so  nearly  connected  with  the 
dignity  of  his  throne." — Ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply. 

[Demised  Revenues  of  the  Crown.] 
Mr.  Biddulph,  in  pursuance  of  his  notice, 
moved  for  a  committee  to  consider  how 
far  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  Ist  of  , 
bis  present  majesty,  b)i«  which  it  had  been 
directed,  that  the  Demised  Revenues  of 
the  Crown  should  be  carried  into  and 
made  a  part  of  the  Aggregate  Fund,  had 
been  complied  with.  The  hon.  gent,  en- 
tered into  a  long  explanation  of  the  sub- 
ject.  lie  repeated  his  former  assertions 
with  regard  to  the  value  oi  these  revenues, 
which  he  estimated  at  200,000/.  a  year, 
again  contending  that  they  might  be  ap- 
plied to  the  public  service ;  in  the  course 
of  his  speech  he  commented  with  much 
severity  on  the  mismanagement  of  the 
Royal  Forests,  by  which  the  timber  of  the 
country,  so  materially  necessary  to  its 
service,  was  deteriorated  and  destroyed. 

Mr.  Rose  questioned  the  accui'acy  of 
some  of  the  hon.  gent.'s  statements,  and 
denied  that  the  present  amount  of  the  de- 
mised crown  revenues  exceeded  *J5y000l. 
out  of  which  10  or  12,000/.  went  to  various 
charges.  He  disapproved  of  a  special  com- 
mittee, and  thought  the  finance  commit- 
tee, of  which  the  hon.  gent,  was  a  member, 
fully  adequate  to  any  desirable  object  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  in  view. — A  division 
then  took  place,  when  the  numbers  were, 
for  the  motion  12;  against  it,  57.  Ma- 
jority 25. 

[Curates  Residence  Bill.]  On  the 
motion  for  the  recommittal  of  this  bill, 

I^rd  Porchesier  argued  against  the  bill, 
on  the  ground  that  while  it  violated  the 
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rights  of  the  church,  it  would  afford  no  re- 
lief to  the  great  body  of  the  curates  them- 
selves. The  object  of  the  bill  was  not  to 
augment  the  income  of  those  who  most 
wanted  it ;  but  to  raise  the  value  of  a  few 
curacies,  while  the  greater  number  of 
those  who  entered  holy  orders  were  left 
precisely  as  before.  1  o  relieve  these  he 
should  be  perfectly  willing,  if  it  could  be 
done  ;  but  the  causes  of  the  poverty  of 
many  of  them  were,  first,  the  poverty  of 
the  benefices  themselves ;  and  secondly, 
the  great  number  who  pressed  into  holy 
orders  without  the  prospect  of  any  pro- 
vision at  all,  except  a  trifling  and  pre- 
carious curacy.  He  observed,  that  this 
raising  the  incomes  of  a  few  curates  would 
have  no  other  effect,  than  that  of  inducing 
many  more  than  the  present  average  num- 
ber to  enter  into  holy  orders,  and  by  that 
means  the  poverty  of  the  whole  would  be 
increased  rather  than  diminished.  His 
objection  went  to  the  principle  of  the  bill 
altogether,  and  he  should  therefore  move 
as  an  amendment  that  it  be  re-committed 
this  day  three  months. 

«  Mr.  IVifidhttm  had  carefully  applied 
himself  to  the  exantination  of  the  bill,  and 
the  result  was  that  he  thought  it  very  in- 
judicious, very  pernicious  in  point  of  prin- 
•.  ciplc,  and  inefficient  as  to  any  good  prac- 
tical purpose.  He  remarked,  that  two 
views  were  entertained  of  the  nature  of 
church  property;  the  one  was,  that  it 
was  inviolable,  like  private  property  ;  the 
other,  that  it  was  merely  to  be  considered 
in  the  nature  of  a  salary  for  a  particular 

*  duty,  and  that  the  legislature  might  inter- 
fere with  it  and  alter  it  with  as  little  cere- 
monv  as  the  salaries  of  any  public  office. 
He  thought  that  neither  of  these  two  propo- 
sitions was  just  in  its  full  extent.  He  was 
disposed  to  concur  in  the  theory  of  the 
right  hon.  gent.,  that  it  was  inviolable 
like  private  property ;  but  that  the  legis- 
lature had  a  right  to  interfere,  so  far  as  to 
provide  that  th^  duties  attached  to  it  were 
performed.  But  then  he  asserted,  that  the 
meddling  with  this  property,  in  the  man- 
ner proposed  by  the  bill,  was  dangerous  to 
the  church  establishment ;  for  the  bill 
seemed  to  be  founded  on  the  principle 
maintained  by  those  who  held  that  all 
those  clers^ymen,  who  were  not  employed 
In  parish  duties,  were  useless  members  of 
that  establishment.  The  law  allowed  plu- 
ralities. Clergymen,  therefore,  could  not 
always  reside  on  their  livings ;  and  attach- 
inj^  penalties  to  that  whicn  the  law  per- 
mitted, he  contended,  was  unjust.    It  also 


seemed  to  proceed  on  the  suppositioif,  that 
the  number  of  curates  was  limited.  This 
\\*as  not  the  case  ;  and  the  augmenting  a 
few  curacies  would  only  bring  a  greater 
number  into  holy  orders,  and  by  that 
means  increase  the  distress  of  the  whole. 
On  the  whole,  the  bill  went  to  a  dangerous 
violation  of  church  property,  without  any 
chance  of  improving  the  general  condi- 
tion of  the  curates. 

Dr.  Laurence  argued>  that  there  was 
danger  in  almost  every  view  in  which  the 
measure  in  question  could  be  taken. 

The  Solicitor  Gaicral  supported  the  bill, 
as  a  measure  that  was  best  adapted  to  the 
welfare  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Whithread  would  vote  for  the  bill 
being  committed.  The  only  objection  he 
had  to  it  was  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough. 
— The  house  then  divided  upon  lord  Por- 
chester's  amendment.  Ayes,  1 1  ;  Noes, 
94 ;  Majority,  83. 


hoiTse'of  lords. 
Wednesdaj/,  May  1 1 . 

[Scotch  Judicature  Bill.]  0^  the 
third  reading  of  this  bill,  , 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  regretted,  that 
after  the  subject  had  been  so  long  before 
the  house,  so  little  should  be  done  by  this 
bill,  and  particularly  that  no  regulation 
was  made  with  respect  to  the  Court  of 
Tiends.  He  wished  also  that  something 
more  had  been  done,  with  respect  to  the 
uitroduction  of  trial  by  jury. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  thought  that  nothing 
should  be  done  with  respect  to  tiends 
until  aftci-  a  judicial  decision  as  to  the 
rights  of  the  clergy. 

Lord  Ilawkesbury  Mended  the  bill,  which 
he  thought  would  tend  to  operate  a  mate« 
rial  reform  in  the  administration  of  justice 
in  Scotland.  With  respect  to  trial  by  ' 
jury,  the  house  was  not  yet  ripe  for  decid- 
ing that  point,  nor  did  he  believe  that  it 
was  sufficiently  understood  in  Scotland.*— 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  Maof  11. 
[Duchess  of  Brunswick.]  The  Clton* 
ceHor  qfthe  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  house 
should  go  into  a  committee  of  supply.  In 
the  committee,  his  miyesty's  Message,  re- 
commending a  provision  for  the  ^uchess 
of  Brunswick,  being  read,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  expressed  ccmsideitible  satis&ction 
Uiat  it  would  not  be  necessary  ior  him  to 
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enter  into  any  detailed  statement,  in  order 
to  iiidu<?e  the  committee  to  accede  to  the 
Resolution  which  he  was  to  propose  in 
consequence  of  his  majesty's  Message.  It 
vrould  be  idle,  to  enter  mto  the  circum- 
stances which  led  to  and  accompanied  the 
death  of  the  illustrious  personage  for  whose 
relict  it  was  now  proposed  to  make  a  pro- 
Tision.  It  would  naturally  occur  to  sen- 
tlemen,  that  the  death  of  that  illustrious 
personage  had  been  encountered  during 
hostilities,  in  a  cause  in  which  the  best  in- 
terests of  this  country  and  of  Europe  were 
involved.  Whatever  impression  the  event 
and  circumstances  of  that  death  might 
have  produced,  it  was  not  on  that  ground, 
but  in  consequence  of  the  near  relation 
which  his  relict  bore  to  his  majesty,  that 
the  present  application  was  made.  He 
was  confident  therefore,  that  no  objection 
would  be  made  to  enabling  his  majesty  to 
provide  out  of  the  consolidated  fund  an 
adequate  establishment  for  the  duchess  of 
Brunswick,  who  had  sought  an  asylum  in 
her  brother's  dominions.  The  only  ques- 
tion would  be  as  to  the  quantum  of  that 
provision.  And  when  the  committee  con- 
sidered, that  she  had  been  a  sovereign,  and 
was  driven  from  her  territories  to  seek 
refuge  in  this  country,  he  was  certain  the 
committee  would  act  with  liberality,  and 
that  the  difference  of  a  few  hundreds  more 
or  less  would  not  be  any  object  on  such  an 
occasion.  It  was  upon  this  ground  that 
his  majesty  abstained  from  recommending 
any  grant  that  might  appear  extravagant, 
whilst  his  majesty's  ministers,  on  the  other 
hand,  thought  it  their  duty  to  avoid  any 
niggardly  limitation  of  the  proposed  provi- 
sion. Under  that  impression,  he  should 
move  a  Resolution  to  enable  his  majesty 
to  grant  a  sum  not  exceeding  10,000/.  per 
annum,  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  as  a 
provision  for  her  royal  highness  the  duchess 
of  Brunswick.  The  house  was  aware  that 
an  establishment  to  that  amount  had  al- 
ready been  advanced  to  the  duchess  of 
Brunswick  out  of  the  Civil  List,  since  her 
arrival  in  this  kingdom ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  he  should  have,  on  another  occa- 
sion, to  move  the  restitution  of  the  sum  so 
applied  from  that  branch  of  revenue. 

Mr.  Whitbread  rose,  not  to  object  to  the 
Resolution,  for  he  concurred  entirely  in 
the  sum  proposed.  That  house,  he  was 
sure,  would,  at  all  times,  be  ready  to  shew 
its  attachment  to  his  majesty's  person  and 
family.  It  was  on  that  ground  alone,  and 
not  in  consequence  of  any  circumstances 
that  attended  the  death  of  the  duke  of 


Brunswick,  that  he  consented  to  this  resolu* 
tion.  So  lar  from  considering  the  hostility 
in  which  that  event  had  taken  place,  as 
involving  the  best  interests  of  this  country, 
he  looked  upon  the  last  coalition  as  most 
disastrous  to  the  cause  of  Europe  ;  and  so 
far  was  Prussia  from  being  in  alliance 
with  this  country  at  that  period,  that  we 
were  at  war  with  that  power.  Undoubt- 
edly, a  minister  had  been  sent  to  negociate 
an  accommodation  with  Prussia,  but  the 
noble  lord  who  had  been  sent  on  that  mis- 
sion, had  returned  without  ,having  been 
able  to  reach  even  his  destination.  He 
had  said  thus  much,  because  he  would  not' 
omit  any  opportimity  of  declaring  his 
opinion,  thaLthe  last  coalition  had  been 
ruinous  to  fflrope.  As  to  the  vote,  he 
fully  approved  of  it,  tho'  he  should  not  be 
committed  to  any  future  proposition  which 
the  right  hon.  gr;it.  might  think  proper  to 
bring  forward  in  addition  to  it. 

Lord  Morpeth  highly  approved  of  the 
grant,  and  trusted  the  house  would  always 
recollect  that  the  princess  was  an  English- 
woman, in  addition  to  whatever  claims  she 
might  have  to  their  regard. 

General  Tarleton  approved  of  the  grant, 
and  affirmed  that  the  duke  of  Brunswick 
had,  on  difierent  occasions,  done  much  ser- 
vice to  this  country. — ^The  Resolution  was 
then  agreed  to. 

[Westminster  Election — Case  of  Pri- 
vilege.] Sir  Francis  Burdett  had  waited 
till  he  saw  the  house  in  a  sufficient  state  of 
attendance,  before  he  stated  how  he  was 
circumstanced  with  respect  to  a  transac- 
tion which  in  his  view  of  it  involved  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  that  house.  It 
would  be  necessary  for  him  in  order  to 
explain  the  situation  in  which  he  stood, 
to  state  to  the  house  a  transaction  which 
had  taken  place  in  one  of  the  courts  be- 
low. It  was  well  known,  that  at  the  last 
election  for  the  city  of  Westminster,  the 
electors  had  nominated  him  as  one  of  the 
candidates  without  his  knowing  any  thing 
of  the  fact ;  and  it  was  only  towards  the 
close  of  the  election,  that  he  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  it.  The  electors  claimed  to 
be  exempt  from  paying  any  part  of  the 
expeuce  of  that  election,  and  the  High 
Bailiff  of  Westminster  had  brought  an  ac- 
tion against  him  as  one  of  the  candidates, 
to  recover  a  proportion  of  Ihe  expense  of 
taking  the  election.  Though  there  was 
no  law  to  authorise  such  a  demand,  nor 
any  custom  to  sanction  the  practise,  though 
it  was  well  known  that  he  had  not  taken 
any  share  or  portion  in  the  conduct  or 
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direction  of  that  eleetion,  yet,  withoat 
any  proof  of  the  existence  of  law  or  cus- 
tom to  sanction  the  demand,  the  learned 
judge  in  the  court  below  had  thought  pro- 
per to  direct  the  jury  to  find  a  verdict 
against  him,  merely  because  he  had  taken 
his  seat.  This  was  the  reason  delivered 
by  that  learned  judge  to  the  jury,  why  he 
had  incurred  the  expenses  for  which  the 
action  was  brought.  Now  as  to  his  taking 
his  seat,  that  was  not  voluntary  on  his 
part,  as  he  had  done  it  in  compliance  with 
the  writ,  and  any  individual  who  may  be 
elected,  was  compellable  to  attend  and  do 
his  duty  in  that  house.  Yet  the  learned 
judge  had  held  that  the  circumstance  of 
his  having  taken  his  seat  had  rendered 
him  liable  to  expences  incurred  in  taking 
the  election.  He  was  yet  to  learn  what 
benefit  it  was  to  an  individual  to  sit  in  that 
house,  if  he  came  there  *o  discharge  his 
duty  with  integrity ;  and  he  was  there- 
fore surprised  to  hear  any  learned  judge 
say,  according  to  the  law,  as  it  is  at  pre- 
sent, that  a  seat  in  tkat  house  was  any 
other  than  a  burthen  upon  the  individual 
elected  to  that  situation.  He  was  not, 
however,  surprised  to  find  that  learned 
judge  consider  a  seat  in  that  house  a  be- 
nefit, as  it  was  a  stepping  stone  to  the 
bench<  But  he  had  not  expected  that  a 
judge  upon  the  bench  would  lay  it  down, 
that  an  individual  for  yieldinaj  obedience 
to  the  writ,  had  incurred  a  penalty  for  doing 
what,  if  he  had  not  done,  would  nave  made 
him  liable  to  the  censure  of  that  house. 
A  person  who  had  a  duty  imposed  on  him 
ought  to  be  suffered  to  do  it  without  im- 
pediment :  but  this  was  an  involuntary 
act  upon  his  part,  and  oueht  not,  accord- 
ing to  any  constitutional  law,  and  he 
hoped  that  all  such  law  was  not  altogether 
forgotten,  to  subject  him  to  any  such  pen- 
alty. It  was  said  in  lord  Raymond's  re- 
ports, that  judges  did  not  understand  the 
laws  of  parliament.  The  matter  was  of 
small  moment  to  him,  it  was  even  an  ob- 
ject of  perfect  indifierence,  but  it  was  of 
material  importance  to  the  electors  of 
^Vestminster,  and  to  the  privileges  of  that 
house.  He  did  not  make  it  a  subject  of 
complaint.  What  he  mentioned  the  trans- 
action for  was,  to  know  whether  he  was  to 
comply  with  the  demand  that  would  be 
made  upon  him,  in  consequence  of  the 
decision  of  the  court  below.  He  applied 
but  for  the  advite  of  the  house,  in  order, 
that,  by  his  silently  submitting  to  that 
decision,  the  privilege  of  that  house  should 
not  suffer  any  breach  in  his  person. 


The  Climcellor  qfthe  Exchequer  did  not 
know  how  to  address  the  house  on  this 
occasion ;  indeed,  he  felt  he  should  apolo* 
gize  for  offering  himself,  as  there  was  no 
motion  before  them.  He  trusted,  how- 
ever, that  the  house  would  allow  him  to 
state  what  occurred  to  him  in  the  view  he 
at  present  had  of  the  case ;  and  firom  every 
attention  that  he  could  give  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  baronet,  it  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him  to  be  a  case  in  which  the 
house  could  interfere.  If  the  hon.  baronet 
>vas  right  in  his  conception  of  the  law, 
respecting  the  misdirection  of  the  learned 
judge,  he  had  been  very  ill  advised  by  his 
counsel,  not  to  apply  for  a  review  of  the 
whole  case,  by  a  motion  for  a  new  trial, 
or  by  a  bill  of  exceptions.  As  he  appre- 
hended the  case,  the  action  had  been 
brought  against  the  hon.  baronet  for  the 
use  which  he  or  his  agents  had  made  of 
certain  erections  for  hustings,  and  the  facts 
went  to  be  decided  upon  to  a  jury.  The 
direction  of  a  judge  might  be  right  or 
might  be  wrong,  but  in  either  case  that 
house  was  not  the  proper  tribunal  in  which 
to  have  the  proceedings  of  the  court  below 
reviewed.  The  course  of  practise  in  the 
administration  of  law,  was  in  such  cases 
either  to  proceed  by  motion  to  the  court 
out  of  which  the  record  issued  for  a  new 
trial,  or  by  a  bill  of  exceptions ;  and  if 
either  of  these  had  been  resorted  to  by 
the  hon.  baronet  and  not  been  successful, 
there  would  be  no  relief  for  him.  It  was 
not  for  him  to  say  whether  or  not  the  di- 
rection of  the  learned  judge  was  correct  ; 
but  the  jury  had  no  doubt  decided  upon 
the  evidence  produced  to  them  of  the  use 
made  of  the  erections  by  the  agents  of  the 
hon.  baronet.  That  was  his  view  of  the 
subject,  but  it  would  remain  for  the  hon. 
baronet  to  decide  what  course  he  should 
pursue  to  attain  any  object  he  may  have 
in  contemplation. 

Mr.  Cwrwen  vindicated  the  learned  judge 
from  the  imputation  of  having  obtained 
his  present  exalted  station  by  any  party^ 
services,  and  contended  that  his  elevation 
was  altogether  owing  to  his  transcend  ant 
talents ;  as  an  abler  or  more  upright  judge 
had  never  sat  upon  the  bench. 

The  ^aker  did  not  know  that  he  was 
not  bound,  upon  an  application  of  this  de« 
scription  to  the  house,  to  state  what  oc- 
curred to  him  upon  the  subject.  Undoubt- 
edly, as  he  understood  the  matter,  the 
hon.  member  had  offered  himself  to  the 
house  with  perfect  regularity,  on  a  trans- 
action which  appeared  to  him  to  amount 
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to  a  breach  of  their  pririleges.  The  hibn. 
baronet  in  taking  this  course  had  done  his 
duty,  and  it  was  a  grave  question  he  had 
submitted  to  their  consideration,  so  far  as 
it  regarded  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
that  boose,  and  affected  the  character  of  an 
eminent  person  in  a  high  judicial  office. 
If  he  (the  Speaker)  bad  had  any  notice  of 
fuch  an  application  ;  if  he  had  but  the 
slightest  intimation  of  the  intention  of  the 
hon.  baronet,  he  would  have  endeavoured 
to  be  better  prepared  to  satisfy  his  inquiry. 
At  present  he  had  to  apologise  to  the 
house,  if  he  should  not  be  able  to  give 
that  satisfaction  which  on  such  a  question 
was  to  be  desired.  The  house  could  not 
be  prepared  in  this  instance  to  give  ad* 
vice  to  the  hon.  baronet.  What  he  would 
tecommend  was,  that  he  should  wait,  till 
some  practical  consequence  should  result 
from  die  decision  of  the  court  below,  and 
if  he  should  conceive  that  consequence  to 
be  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  the  house, 
he  could  not  too  soon  bring  it  under  the 
view  of  the  house,  nor  could  the  house  too 
soon  proceed  to  take  it  into  consideration. 
"-After  a  few  words  from  sir  F.  Burdett, 
disclaiming  the  having  brought  the  ques- 
tion forward  as  a  complaint,  his  object 
having  been  to  obtain  advice  from  the 
house,  the  matter  was  allowed  to  rest 
there. 

[Dr.  Duigenan.]  Mr.  BaHtam  rose  to 
make  his  promised  motion  respecting  the 
appointment  of  Dr.  Duigenan  as  a  Jrrivy 
Counsellor  of  Ireland.  He  began  by  dis- 
claiming all  personal  motives  towards  the 
learned  gent,  with  whom  he  had  never 
happened  to  have  the  smallest  intercourse 
in  his  life,  and  whom  he  was  disposed  to 
regard  ^th  respect,  in  every  other  view 
but  what  belonged  to  the  subject  of  which 
he  was  about  to  complain.  This,  how- 
ever, he  considered  as  of  so  much  import- 
ance, that  under  similar  circumstances  he 
should  not  be  deterred  from  a  similar 
course,  hj  any  degree  of  respect  which  he 
either  did  or  could  entertain  for  any 
man  whatever.  The  motion  was  of  the 
peatest  importance,  for  if  it  were  received, 
U  could  not  fail  in  a  considerable  degree 
to  counteract  the  ill  efiects  which  a  late 
measure  (the  reduction  of  the  Mayncoth 
establishment)  must  infallibly  produce' by 
irritating  the  minds  of  the  catholics  in 
Ireland.  The  matter  in  question  was 
tmall  in  itself,  but  the  efiect  would  be 
greaL  Prompt  to  a  sense  of  ii^ury,  and 
•tUl  more  of  affiont,  the  Irish  character 
was  equally  sensible  to  marks  of  kindneit. 
VQI.XL 


The  little  importance  of  the  thing  in  itself 
added  to  the  value  of  the  occasion,  as  it 
more  completely  distinguished  the  inten* 
tion  from  the  act,  and  the  principle  from 
the  thing.    If  ministers  seised  tnis  as  a 
happy  opportunity  of  telling  the   Irish 
catholics  they  did  not  regard  them  as  ene- 
roies,  and  convincing  them  by  this  act  of 
attention  that  they  bad  no  intention  of 
wounding  their  feelings  when  a  sense  of 
duty  rec^uired  them  to  refuse  their  request, 
this  motion  would  render  a  signal  service 
to  the  state,  the  catholics  of  Ireland,  and 
above,  all  to  the  minister  himself.    Should 
this  even  not  be  the  happy  result,  still  the 
discussion  would  do  good.  He  differed  dia- 
metrically with  those    who   deprecated 
Irish  discussion  in  that  house.     It  was  im- 
por^ntthat  such  discussion  should  take 
place ;  that  the  catholics  of  Ireland  should 
see  that  there  were  persons  in  parliament 
who  entered  into  their  feelings  and  es- 
poused their  cause  ;  that  the  eyes  of  the 
catholics  should  be  attracted  to  the  par- 
liament :  for  if  ever,  fancying  themselves 
disregarded  or  forgot  here,  they  should  look 
another  way,  the  danger  would  be  much 
greater.     He  was  therefore  never  alarmed 
by  catholic  petitions,  and  cared  not  ex- 
tremely in  what  manner  their  dissatisfac- 
tion was  expressed.    But  when  their  mur- 
murs should  become  not  loud  but  deep, 
when  thev  should  ho  longer  think  it  worth 
their  while  to  complain,  dangler  would  be 
near  at  hand  ;  for  there  was  no  symptom 
so  truly  alarming,  or  which  so  surely  an- 
nounced the  near  approach  of  political  dis- 
solution, as  the  silence  of  a  discontented 
people.    Gentlemen  might  wonder  at  his 
taking  up  this  subject,  who  had  no  pecu- 
liar local  knowledge,  but  such  was  not  ne- 
cessary on  this  occasion.  All  the  premises 
he  wanted  were  facts  that  were  notorious, 
all  the  conclusions  he  should  draw  wero 
applicable  to  every  country  in  the  world. 
It  would  not  be  denied  that  the  Irish  ca* 
tholics  were  greatly  discontented.  It  would 
not  be  denied  that  the  church  establish* 
ment  in  Ireland  was  anomalous ;  being 
forced  on  that  nation  afier  conquest,  in 
opposition  to  the  religion  of  the  mass  of 
its  people;  affording  the  singular  spec- 
tacle ot  a  clergy  in  many  parts  without 
duties  to  perform,  and  a  p^ple  without 
the  means  of  religious  worship;  pastors 
without  a  flock,  and  flocks  without  a  pas-  . 
tor.    It  must  be  supposed  either  with  the 
learned  doctor,  that  the  catholics  were 
hostile  to  the  state ;  or  it  must  be  supposed 
according  to  the  better  opinion  enter- 
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lained  on  hrs  side  of  ike  house,  that  they 
were  at  least  m  great  danger  of  being  ren- 
dered so.  He  might  venture  to  state  that 
things  were  not  mending  ;  but  that  this 
great  branch  of  the  empire,  which  for 
some  time  past  had  been  a  source  of  weak- 
ness rather  than  of  strength,  was  in  some 
danger  of  becoming  a  fatal  tool  in  the 
hands  of  our  enemy  ;  an  enemy  who  aims 
at  nothing  less  than  our  extinction,  and  is 
already  at  our  gate.  What,  in  such  a  de- 
plorable state,  was  to  be  done,  might  b«  a 
Viatter  of  dithcult  inquiry,  and  require 
great  local  knowledge  ;  not  indeed  be- 
cause your  course  could  be  doubtful,  but 
because  your  time  was  short.  But  it  could 
require  very  little  deliberation,  to  say  that 
you  ought  not  to  hasten  the  crisis  you 
dread  by  paltry  provocation  and  petty 
insults  :,  that  you  ought  not  to  encourage 
those  whose  whole  life  has  been  occupied 
in  irritating  and  insulting  them  :  that  you 
ought  not  by  marks  of  distinction  to  sanc- 
tion the  language  of  those  who  declare 
them  enemies,  or  to  place  in  situations 
of  power  those  whom  they  regard  as  such. 
Th^ere  were  some  people  who,  viewing  the 
unexampled  success  of  the  enemy,  and 
how  (fatally  as  it  were)  all  those  who 
had  opposed  him  seemed  but  to  work  out 
his  own  purposes,  were  led  to  conclude 
that  he  was  sent  as  a  scourge  to  accomplish 
the  total  overthrow  of  the  world.  With 
such  opinion,  Mr.  Barham  said,  he  did  not 
agree  ;  but  if  .any  thing  could  lead  one 
into  so  gloomy  a  train  of  thought,  it  was 
what  was  passing  in  our  own  boaom.  He 
asked  what  would  Buonaparte  have  desired, 
in  order  to  accomplish  the  subjugation  of 
Great  Britain,  but  to  divide  it?  What 
would  he  have  desired  in  order  to  divide 
it  ?  He  would  have  said,  let  the  govern- 
i^ent  fall  into  the  hands,  not  of  bad  or 
weak  men,  for  of  such  the  influence  would 
be  small  and  the  power  short,  but  of  men 
who  stood  high  in  public  opinion  &>i*  tlieir 
character  and  talents ;  but,  he  would 
have  added,  let  them  have  some  favourite 
prejudice  which  must  mnke  a  considerable 
body  of  the  people  regard  them  as  ene- 
mies I  and  finally,  that  the  jealousy  may 
be  irreconcileable  and  fatal,  let  the  subject 
of  it  be  religion.  Unspeakable  were  the 
blessings  which  religion  had  showered  on 
mankind  ;  but  dreadful  were  the  evils 
which  it  had  occasioned,  when  mixed 
with  an  alloy  of  human  prejudice  and 
passion.  Religpous  seal,  when  pure,  did 
indeed  exalt  man  above  manhood,  but 
when  corrupt  it  produced  actions  of  whidi 


human  nature  seemed  hardly  capable.  It 
was  dangerous  to  trust  it  too  easily ;  for 
we  saw  how,  with  even  a  small  degree  oH 
prejudice,  it  could  lead  even  mod  and 
wise  men  into  opinions  and  conouct  wide 
from  the  usual  benevolence  of  their  hearts, 
and  the  usual  intelligence  of  their  under- 
standings. Gentlemen  boasted  of  their 
toleration.  For  toleration  such  as  theirs 
little  thanks  were  due.  They  could  not 
now,  were  they  so  disposed,  persecute 
with  the  rigour  with  which  not  catholics 
alone  but  protestants  also  had  persecuted, 
in  former  ages ;  they  could  ngt  now  deny 
all  exercise  of  their  own  religion  to  a  whole 
people  ;  but  they  were  as  intolerant  as  the 
age  would  allow  them  to  be.  They  sought 
to  keep  this  religion  in  a  state  of  degrada- 
tion, depression,  and  difficulty,  and  thev 
encouraged  those  who  represented  its  fol- 
lowers as  enemies  to  the  state.  How  dif- 
ferent a  course  would  the  christian  reli- 
gion direct,  as  it  came  pure  from  its  great 
author  ?  That  had  not  less  zeal  for  troth 
than  compassion  for  error ;  that  required 
us  not  to  think  alike,  but  it  commanaed  us 
to  love  one  another ;  that  sought  union 
indeed,  but  how  ?  It  taught  with  gentle- 
ness, it  persuaded  with  lov«.  Would  that 
approve  the  miserable  expedient  of  en- 
deavouring to  bring  over  the  catholics  by 
what  was  called  encouraging  one  religion 
and  discouraging  another  ;  making;  at 
most,  proselytes  of  a  few  knaves  ?  No ; 
that  would  endeavour  to  bring  over  the 
religion  itself,  by  afibrdbg  its  followers 
•every  means  of  improvement  and  instruc- 
tion. No  man  would  deny  that  an  en- 
lightened catholic  of  the  present  day  was 
.widely  difierent  from  an  ignorant  catholic 
of  the  dark  ages.  Should  we  then  have 
brought  the  catholics  no  nearer  to  the  pro- 
testants, if  for  a  dark,  corrupt,  and  furious 
Catholicism,  we  could  substitute  the  catho« 
licism  of  enlightened  and  educated  men; 
not  indeed  free  from  religious  error,  but 
purified  of  much  religious  error,  corrected 
of  all  false  morality  and  all  tenets  danger- 
ous to  civi  {society  ?  Purified  and  cor- 
rected, how  ?  By  its  separation  fi^om 
power  ;  power,  with  which  if  our  own  re- 
ligion should  form  too  close  an  alliance,  it 
will  soon  be  degraded  and  corrupted  also. 
It  Was  not  necessary,  in  order  to  ascertain 
what  was  perfect  toleration,  either  to  search 
in  books  for  definitions,  or  inquire  into  the 
etymology  of  the  word.  But  let  any  man 
ask  himself  what  he  would  consider  as 
toleration  in  his  own  case.  If  he  had  fuUy 
and  faithfiilly  discharged  his  duties  as  a 
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subject  of  the  state,  he  would  expect,  that 
for  matters  which  lay  between  God  and 
his  own  conscience,  he  should  not  only  not 
be  punished,  but  also  that  he  should  not 
be  deprived  of  any  common  benefit  which 
his  fellow-subjects  enjoyed.    He   would 
ask  more  :  he  would  expect  that  he  should 
not  be  marked  by  any  odious  distinction, 
or  exposed  to  the  aversion  and  jealousy  of 
his  fellow-subjects.    All  this  was  included 
in  the  principle  of  toleration,  such  as  the 
christian  religion  would  teach,  or  a  wise 
policy  dictate ;  less  than  this  might  be 
submitted  to,  but  less  than  this  would 
never  satisfy  any  man  who  felt  all  the 
rights,  and  was  willing  to  discharge  all  the 
duties,  of  a  good  subject. — He  believed 
that  his  religious  opinions  might  lead  him 
as  far  from  the  tenets  of  the  Komish  faith 
as  those  of  any  man  in  the  house ;  but  he 
could  not  approve  the  abhorrence  of  that 
religion>  which  was  inculcated  and  boast- 
ed of  ax  if  it  were  a  virtue.     It  could  be 
no  longer  useful;  it  was  no  longer  just. 
When  this  religion  was  abused  by  wicked 
and  cruel  men  for  the  purpose  of  persecu- 
tloiv,  it  was  natural  that  such  abhorrence 
should  be  created,  and  that  it  should  de- 
scend to  a  few  subsequent  generations  ; 
but  when  it  appeared  that  the  will  to  per- 
secute no  longer  existed,  and,  at  any  rate, 
the  power  was  gone,  why  nourish  senti- 
nients  that  set  one  christian  against  ano- 
ther? On  what  ground  could  such  abhor- 
rence be  justified  ?  surely  not  on  the  te- 
nets of  their  faith,  a  matter  entirely  be- 
tween God  and  their  own  hearts.     On 
their  claim  to  exclusive  salvation,  which 
made  wme  gentlemen  so  angry,  had  those 
a  right  to  be  angry  who  adopted  the  creed 
of  St.  Athanasius  ?  These  subjects  might 
be  very  proper  for  a  polemic  divine,  but 
would  be  very  ridiculous  for  a  member  of 
wKament,  or  a  chancellor  of  Ireland. 
For  his  own  part,  however  he  might  differ 
from  their  religious  opinions,  he  could 
not  easily  be  brought  to  abhor  the  reli- 
gion which  had  been  that  of  some  of  the 
'risest  and  best  men ;  that  of  a  Fenelon  or 
a  Pascal ;    the  latter  of  whom  he  pro- 
nounced one  of  the  brightest  ornaments, 
and  perhaps  the  ablest  champion,  that 
Christianity  could  boast.     He  had  couched 
hi«  motion  so  as  to  render  it  as  little  personal 
^pcttsible :  and  he  was  not  without  hopes 
^  it  would  be  rendered  unnecessary,  for 
ne  wasjtot  without  hopes  that  the  learned 
^t  would  rise  in  his  place  and  say  to 
TO  bouse,  '  What  I  sadd  respecting  the 
Cftthdics  is  my  sincere  opiiuon,  aud  I 


stated  it  to  the  house  because  I  thought  it 
my  duty  so  to  do  ;  but  as  to  this  promo-' 
tion,  let  me  not  receive  it  if  it  can  cause 
the  least  discontent.  I  will  accept  no 
dignity  that  shall  cost  ray  country  so  dear ; 
far  be  it  from  me  to  become  *  right  hon- 
ourable '  at  the  expence  of  Irish  blood.' 
If  this  should  be  his  happy  coui*se,  all  I 
can  say  (concluded  Mr.  Barhani)  is,  that 
every  good  man  in  England  or  Ireland  will 
regard  him  as  ipore  truly  '  honourable  *  or 
'  right  honourable  *  than  he  could  be  ren- 
dered by  any  mark  of  distinction  which 
kings  can  either  give  or  take  away. — He 
concluded  by  moving,  "  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  that 
he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  di- 
rections that  there  be  laid  before  this 
house.  Copies,  or  Extracts,  of  all  corres- 
pondence that  has  passed  between  the 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  his  majesty's 
secretary  of  state  for  the  home  depail-' 
ment,  touching  the  appointment  of  Patrick 
Duigenan,  esq.  LL.  D.  to  be  one  of  his  ma- 
jesty's most  honourable  Privy  Council  in 
Ireland/' 

The  question  being  put,  and  the  cry  of 
the  Noes  greatly  preponderating?, 

Mr,  C.  WynTie  rose.  He  had  expected 
to  hear  some  reason  offered  for  an  appoint- 
ment likely  to  be  attended  with  so  much 
mischief.  The  necessity  of  the  presence 
of  the  learned  doctor  for  the  dispatch  of 
ecclesiastical  business  in  tlie  privy  council, 
which  was  alledged  the  other  night,  was  a 
mere  empty  excuse,  for  the  privy  council 
of  Ireland  exercised  no  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction whatsoever.  He  looked  upon 
this  appointment  as  precisely  similar  in 
motive  and  effect  to  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Giffard.  When  the  Catholics  were 
not  encouraged  to  hope  for  all  the  rights 
to  which  he  and  many  others  thought  them 
entitled,  at  least  care  ought  to  be  taken  to 
avoid  what  would  have  the  appearance  of 
studiously  irritating  and  insulting  them. 

Sir  A,  Wdhsley  declnred,  that  the  learned 
gent,  so  frequently  alluded  to  on  this  oc- 
casion, had  not  himself  made  any  applica- 
tion whatever  for  The  appointment  ^^ich 
it  had  been  thought  fit  to  extend  to  him. 
The  appointment  had  been  recommended 
on  the  ground  that  the  learned  gent,  filled 
the  oflfjce  of  Judge  of  the  Prerogative 
Court,  the  holders  of  which,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  learned  doctor's  immediate 
predecessor,  had  sat  in  the  privy  council. 
TTiere  was  a  great  deal  of  ecclesiastical 
business  relating  to  the  union  and  disunion 
of  benefices  before   the  privy  counciL 
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Glebe*houses  had  become  matter  of  more 
extensive  care^  in  consequence  of  an  act 
brought  in  by  a  right  hon.  gent,  (sir  J. 
NewportJ  last  year.  The  presence  of  the 
Judge  ot  the  Prerogative  Court  was  essen- 
tial to  the  dispatch  of  this  business.  The 
appointment  being  necessary,  there  was 
nothing  in  the  character  ot  the  learned 
gent,  to  render  it  improper.  The  learned 
gent,  might  have  allowed  his  zeal  for  the 
established  church  to  carry  him  into  lan- 
guage too  warm,  and  perhaps  indiscreet, 
but  that  was  no  reason  why  he  should  not 
be  called  to  the  service  of  government, 
where  he  wzs  peculiarly  fitted  to  do  service. 
The  learned  gent,  was  not  likely  to  be  a 
general  adviser  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  or 
to  be  called  upon  for  his  advice.  He  was 
to  be  a  privy  counsellor  for  ecclesiastical 
afiairs.  Excessive  zeal  was  often  the  cause 
of  indiscreet  language  on  both  sides  of  the 
house,  and  every  example  that  was  cited 
ought  to  serve  as  a  warning  to  both  sides. 
His  own  opinion  was,  that  without  dis- 
tinction of  religion,  every  man  ought  to 
be  called  upon  to  do  service  to  the  state, 
where  he  was  particularly  qualified  to  do 
that  service,  and  on  that  ground  the  learned 
gent,  ought  to  be  appointed  of  the  privy 
council. 

Sir  J,  Newport  Bz\6,  he  had  little  idea, 
when  he  directed  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  the  state  of  the  Irish  Church,  that  he 
was  by  any  means  promoting  such  a  curse 
to  the  country,  as  the  promotion  of  the 
learned  doctor.  On  what  grounds  did 
government  seek  to  justiiy  so  extraordinary 
an  appointment  ?  Why,  because  the 
urgency  of  ecclesiastical  business  required 
the  presence  of  a  distinguished  civilian. 
The  house  would  be  sm'prised  to  hear,  that 
in  England,  where  the  ecclesiastical  busi- 
ness was  tenfold,  the  number  of  ecclesisatics 
who  attended  the  privy  council  was  much 
less  than  in  Ireland  f  As  a  proof  of  this, 
he  referred  gentlemen  to  every  proclama- 
tion issued  from  the  Castle  of  Dublin,  to 
which  the  names  of  two  or  three  bishops 
were  almost  always  attached.  But  why 
did  he  attempt,  from  any  official  reasons,  to 
prove  the  little  necessity  there  was  for  the 
advancement  of  a  man  to  whom  there  was 
every  moral  and  political  objection  ? 
What]  would  it  be  wise  or  rational  to 
promote  a  man  who,  all  his  life — he  begged 
pardon,  he  believed  only  since  his  acces- 
sion to  a  place  under  the  Protestant 
Church, — had  declared  himself  hostile  to 
the  gpreat  majority  of  the  Irish  people? 
H%  d^ied  that  it  was  usual  to  appoint  the 


Judges  of  the  Prerogative  Court  privy 
counsjcUors ;  and  even  if  it  was,  he  would 
make  an  exception  here.  He  implored 
ministers  to  pause  and  see  what  they  were 
about.  He  begged  them  to  review  the 
whole  tenor  of  their  intolerant  administra* 
tion.  He  begged  them  not  daringly  and 
deliberately  to  drive  an  oppressed  but 
high-spirited  people  step  by  step  into  re* 
hellion ;  to  harrass  them  by  every  species 
of  outrage  and  insult. 

Mr.  Bcrerford  maintained  that  whoever 
charged  the  Roman  Catholics  with  being 
bad  subjects,  libelled  and  belied  them  : 
but  to  call  in  question  any  appointment 
for  language  made  use  of  m  parliament, 
however  indiscreet,  was  at  once  to  inter- 
fere  with  the  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
and  the  first  privilege  of  parliament,  free- 
dom of  speech. 

Mr.  Tiamey  would  have  wished  much 
to  have  heard  some  of  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters undertake  to  defend  the  present  ap- 
pointment. All  that  he  knew  of  the 
learned  doctor  who  was  the  object  of  it, 
was,  that  he  understood  him  to  be  a  man 
whose  life  had  been  occupied  in  religious 
contentions ;  and  that  all  the  sentiments 
which  he  had  delivered  in  that  house, 
wei*e  given  in  such  a  manner,  and  carried 
to  so  extravagant  a  length,  that  he  believ- 
ed there  was  not  a  single  member  in  the 
house  who  would  venture  to  say  that  he 
concurred  with  him.  The  learned  doctor 
had  long  held  the  office  which  he  now  held, 
and  it  was  never  before  thought  necessary 
to  raise  him  to  the  rank  of  privy  counsel- 
lor. What  could  be  the  motive,  then,  of 
such  an  appointment  at  the  present  time  ; 
or  how  could  his  majesty's  ministers  sup- 
pose, that  in  recommending  such  an  ap- 
pointment, they  were  cherishing  that  uni- 
ty and  hsu-mony  which  it  appeared  to  be 
his  majesty's  earnest  desire  to  cultivate  ? 
He  wished  to  hear  some  of  his  majesty's 
ministers  state,  for  what  merits  the  learn- 
ed doctor  had  been  recommended.  The 
sort  of  defence  of  the  appointment  which 
the  right  hon.  secretary  tor  Ireland  (sir  A. 
Wellesley)  had  made,  was  any  thing  but 
complimentary  to  the  learned  doctor.  He 
had  stated,  that  his  power  of  doing  mis- 
chief would  be  very  limited,  and  that  he 
would  only  be  called  upon  for  his  advice 
on  ecclesiastical  questions.  But  what  se- 
curity was  there  for  the  house  and  the 
country,  that  the  learned  doctor  would 
abstain  from  any  of  the  duties  of  a  privy 
counsellor  }  As  soon  as  he  was  appoint- 
ed, he  might  think  it  his  duty  to  otter  his 
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advice  on  all  subjtcts,  and  tbfire  coold  be 
Tery  little  doubt  of  the  tendency  of  his 
advice^  if  it  were  followed.  The  catholics 
of  Ireland  had  no  quarter  to  look  to  bat 
that  house,  and  he  conceired  thai  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  house  to  address  his  majesty, 
praying  him  not  to  listen  to  little  narrow- 
minded  bigots,  but  to  the  general  feeling 
of  his  people.  A  noble  lord  (Castlereagh) 
and  a  riffht  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Canning)  ap- 
peared this  night  in  a  situation  peculiarly 
awkward.  It  was  the  boast  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  to  be  the  representatiye  of  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Pitt»  He  would  yenture 
to  say,  that  if  Mr.  Pitt  were  living,  he 
would  be  ashamed  of  such  an  appointment 
as  would  raise  the  learned  doctor  to  the 
rank  of  a  privy  counsellor,  and  that  he 
would  never  have  lent  himself  to  that  lit- 
tle contemptible  system  of  irritating  a 
people,  which  the  present  administration 
appeared  to  have  adopted.  It  would  be 
bard  for  them  to  prove,  that  the  promo- 
tion of  Dr.  Duigenan  was  an  object  equal 
to  the  tranquillity  of  four  millions  of  sub- 
jects. It  would  be  hard  for  them  to  per- 
suade the  catholics  of  Ireland  that  they 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  those  prejudices 
which  had  dictated  the  writiogs  and  the 
speeches  of  the  learned  doctor.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  a  pure,  wanton,  and 
gratuitous  insult  to  the  feelings  of  the  ca^ 
thoUcs  of  Ireland.  He  thought  it  was 
impossible  that  there  could  be  any  justifi- 
cation for  it,  and  that  it  was  a  symptom  of 
a  general  system  to  be  adopted  against 
the  rights  and  against  the  feelings  of  the 
catholics  of  Ireland. 

Sir  Robert  Williams  said  that  whatever 
might  be  his  opinion  on  the  general  sub- 
ject of  what  was  called  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion, he  could  by  no  means  approve  of  the 
system  which  seemed  now  to  be  adopted, 
of  heaping  insult  upon  insult  on  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland.  Upon  the  general 
<|nestion  which  was  to  come  on,  he  mi^ht 
probably  be  of  the  same  opinion  which 
Lis  constituents  had  expressed;  but  he 
was  sure  his  constituents  never  could  ap- 
prove of  such  a  wanton  insult  as  this 
appeared  to  be  to  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land. 

Colonel  Montague  Mathtw  thought  it  an 
unpardonable  insult  to  Ireland,  and  every 
one  connected  with  Ireland,  to  the  house 
of  commons,  and  to  the  empire  at  large, 
that  his  majesty's  ministers  would  not  con- 
descend to  oner  any  explanation  on  this 
scandalous  appointment^  but  sat  silent  re- 
Jyiog  on  their  msgority. 


Lord  if.  Petty  expressed  his  surprise, 
that  his  majesty's  ministers  should  have 
thought  this  a  proper  time  for  promoting 
a  man  who  was  remarkable  for  nothing 
so  much  as  his  rooted  hostility  to  a  consi* 
derable  proportion  of  the  population  of 
this  empire.  When  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  house  did  not  ve^* 
ture  to  say  a  word  in  favour  of  the  maa 
who  was  the  object  of  their  choice,  it  ap«> 
peared  to  him  that  their  silence^  however 
prudent,  must  yet  be  considered  as  a  guilty 
silence.  If  the  appointment  was  agreeable 
to  their  Opinion,  they  ought  to  defend  it ; 
and  it  it  was  not  agreeable  to  their  opi- 
nion, they  should  not  have  made  it.  Their 
silence  might  be  in  some  respects  par- 
doned, for  there  might  be  a  factitious  una* 
nimity  in  silence;  whereas,  in  speaking, 
some  difierences  mi^ht  have  arisen. 

Mr.  Curwen  said,  if  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Canning)  ever  had  any  portion  of 
the  respect  of  the  house  or  the  public,  he 
must  or  ought  to  have  forfeited  it  by  hia 
present  conduct.  When  the  world. saw 
that  house  debating  in  the  manner  they 
had  done  this  night,  it  was  impossible  not 
to  think  that  if  the  people  had  entxgy, 
the  ministers  had  none.  There  was  a  ae- 
cret  influence  in  the  cabinet  of  this  cpun* 
try,  which  Mr.  Pitt  would  have  spurned 
at,  and  which  any  man  who  had  been,  as 
the  right  hon.  gent,  pretended  to  be,  in 
his  confidence,  and  emulated  his  condud^ 
must  equally  have  despised. 

I^r.  fV,  Smith  assured  the  hon  gen* 
tlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  house, 
that  a  great  majority  of  those  who  were 
in  the  habit  of  regularly  voting  with  mi<» 
nisters  did  not  scruple  to  censure  the  mea* 
sure  of  making  doctor  Duigenan  a  privy 
counsellor  in  the  severest  terms.  Not 
only  had  ministers  great  power  over  them- 
selves, but  they  seemed  also  to  possess 
complete  influence  over  those  or  their 
own  party,  in  preventing  them  from  say- 
ing a  single  word  in  defence  of  this  most 
extraordinary  proceeding.  As  for  what 
had  fiallert  from  the  right  hon.  secretary  for 
Ireland,  the  reasons  which  he  had  given 
for  this  proceeding  were  not  only  wholly 
unsatisfactory,  but  he  did  not  believe 
them  to  be  the  true  reasons.  But  though 
he  had  no  hope  of  extracting  any  ^xpla* 
nation  or  defence  of  the  act  from  his  ma* 
jesty's  confidential  ministers,  he  assured 
them  that  if  by  persisting  in  their  silence, 
they  believed  they  would  persuade  the 
country,  that  this  silence  arose  from  any 
other  cause  than  a  total  inability  to  vin? 
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dicate  their  conduct  to  the  house  and  the 
l^ttbhc,  they  were  very  much  mistaken. 

Mr.  Windhafti,  seing  that  the  right  hon. 
gentUmien  sat  still  completely  spell-bound, 
professed  to  entertain  very  little  hope  of 
rousing  them  from  the  state  of  silence  and 
itiipor  into  which  they  had  fallen.    The 
feelings  wtiich  this  silence  excited,  were 
in  the  first  instance  those  of  indignation ; 
but  these  had  already  subsided  into  com- 
passioAi   and  he  was    afraid    that   they 
would  termdnate  in  ridicule  atid  laughter. 
N«irer^  since  the  Speaker  sat  in  the  chair 
of  the  house,  was  there  an  example  of 
such  conduct  in  the  official  senrants  of 
the  crown.    If,  however,  ^hey  were  in- 
•ensible  to  what  they  owed,  both  to  their 
public  ddty,  and  to  their  private  charac- 
terB>  he  implored  them  to  have  pity  on 
those  firom  whom  on  this  evening  they 
expected  support,  and  to  assign  some  rea- 
sons for  the  vote  which  they  expected 
them  to  give.    It  must  be  implicit  confi- 
dence Indeed,  which  was  given,  when 
those  who  looked  for  it,  would  not  even 
deign  to  ask  it.    What  must  be  the  reli- 
gion, where  a  monkey  is  the  god  ?  Would 
nothing,  he  asked,  operate  upon  the  right 
hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Canning)  who 
was  such  an  advocate  for  boldness  and 
openness  of  proceeding  ?  or  was  the  whole 
burthen  of  debate  on  that  side  of  the 
house  to  be  left  to  the  gallant  general  (sir 
A.  Wellesley)  and  Ihe  hon.  gent,  under 
the  gallery  (Mr.  Bercsford)  ?  The  former 
had  stepped  forward  with  much  zeal  and 
intrepidity ;  and  in  such  a  task,  courage 
was  certainly  wanting,  for  never  before, 
be  firmly  believed,  had  that  gallant  officer 
▼olonteered  on  such  a  forlorn  hope.    The 
amount  of  his  defence  was,  that  the  ap- 
pointment vras  not  of  material  importance, 
mmA,  as  far  as  related  to  doctor  Duigenan 
personally,  no  danger  was  to  be  appre- 
hended mm  it,  because  he  was  to  be 
tethered  down  in  the  council,  and  only  to 
be  let    out  on   ecclesiastical  questions. 
The  other  hon.  gent,  chose  a  di^rent  line 
of  argument ;  he  gave  up  both  the  cause 
and  the  doctor ;  contending  that  the  pro- 
poser of  the  motion  should  be  nonsuited, 
Dccause  it  was  not  laid  on  prober  grounds. 
He  had  not,  however,  condescended  to 
state  any  grounds  for  the  vote  of  those  who 
wisre  expected  to  oppose  it.    The  hungry 
sheep  looked  up,  but  they  were  not  fed  ; 
they  were  not  gratified  with  the  boon  of 
so  much  as  a  single  argument.    In  oppo- 
sition to  the  allegation  of  the  eallant  offi- 
cer, Mr.  Wtftdhsdn  contetided,  diat  die 


appointment  was  of  the  utmost  importaTice, 
when  combined  whh  the  other  acts  of  mi- 
nisters, the  tenure  by  which  they  held  . 
their  offices,  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Giflfard, 
and  the  curtailea  grant  to  the  college  of 
Maynooth,  in  the  discussion  of  which,  to 
use  a  vulgar  phrase, '  the  cat  had  been 
let  out  of  the  nag  ;*  and,  after  much  legal- 
gp^mmatical  discussion  on  the  meaning  of 
the  word  toleration,  which  was  derived 
from  tolero,  to  endure,  had  avowed  their 
intention,  not  indeed  of  altogether  starving 
the  catholics,  but  of  putting  them  upon 
short  allowance  of  religious  instruction. 
Never,  he  confessed,  was  there  such  an  in- 
stance of  infatuation  as  they  had  exhibited 
on  that  occasion,  for  though  they  found 
the  thing  ready  done  to  their  hands, 
nothing  would  satisfy  them  but  undoing 
it.  The  present  appointment  was  a  symp- 
tom indicative  of  their  intention  to  perse- 
vere in  the  same  system,  and  might  be 
considered  as  a  red  flag  hung  out  to  the 
Irish  catholics. 

Mr.  Whithrcad  thought  it  impossible  to 
add  to  the  arguments,  or  the  provocation, 
which  had  been  used  to  stimulate  ministers 
to  speak  upon  the  present  question.  He 
could  only  now  ask  these  right  hon.  gentle- 
nlen,  in  the  language  which  had  been  put 
to  a  noble  lord  on  another  occasion; 
*  Will  you  yet  sit  still  in  dumb  despair  ?* 
He  asked  whether  they  were  like  a  jury, 
agreed  among  themselves,  and  if  they 
were,  to  speak  by  their  foreman.  They 
seemed  to  be  completely  spell-bound,  as 
had  just  been  stated  by  his  right  hon. 
friend ;  but  he  perceived  fi-om  their  coun- 
tenances that  tney  were  yet  alive.  He 
could  easily  read  in  the  countenance  of  a 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Canning),  who  was 
fond  t)f  sometimes  reading  hi  his,  that  that 
right  hon.  gent,  was  fully  as  impatient  of 
his  silence  as  vras  the  house,  and  that  if  he 
would  speak  his  sentiments,  it  would  be 
in  reprobation  of  the  appointment  of  doc- 
tor Duigenan  to  a  seat  in  the  privy  council. 
It  was  easy  to  perceive  that  there  was  no 
sympathy,  no  union  in  the  cabinet,  and 
that  ministers  vrere  united  only  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  disunion.  He  ob- 
served that  many  gentlemen  who  were 
very  regular  in  their.attendance  were  ab- 
sent from'  the  house  this  evening,  and 
among  these  several  zealous  supporters  of 
ministei-s ;  but  of  those  who  were  present, 
he  demanded  if  there  was  a  single  man 
who  would  rise  up  and  approve  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  doctor  Duigenan  to  the  office 
of  privy  counsellon     Xevcrting  to  the 
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obstinate  «tkiice  of  ministers,  Mr.  Whk- 
bread  expressed  an  apprehension  that  the 
incantation  would  not  be  di^^aolved  till  one 
of  the  parties  went  forth  into  the  lobby. 
But  when  they  did  regain  their  power  of  ut- 
terance^ he  expected  that  they  would  make 
ample  amends  for  their  present  tacitur- 
nity. He  had  read  somewnere,  that  when 
the  crew  of  lord  Anson's  ship  of  discovery 
were  in  the  cold  latitude,  their  tongues 
f  eemed  to  be  frost-bound,  but  that  as  soon 
as  tbey-came  into  more  temperate  regions, 
there  was  a  clatter  among  them  qmte  as 
remarkable  as  their  former  silence.  In 
like  manner,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
hon.  gentlemen  were  now  treasuring  up  all 
the  shot  that  was  fired  against  them>  with 
the  intention  of  discharging  it  back  against 
their  assailants  in  a  single  volley  on  some 
eaily  occasion.  He  concluded  with  strong- 
ly expressing  his  opiiijon,  that  the  learned 
doctor  was  tne  most  unlit  man  who  could 
possibly  be  chosen  for  a  privy  cousellor  in 
Ireland. 

Mr.  Lockhart  rose,  amidst  a  loud  cry  of 
'question!  question!'  He  said,  from  the 
turn  the  debate  had  taken  on  the  other 
side  of  the  house  he  should  wish  for  some 
little  information.  He  was  anxious  to 
know  how  far  they  meant  to  carry  their 
intolerance  ?  Hitherto  they  had  been  de- 
bating how  far  the  disabilities  of  the  Ca- 
tholics were  to  be  taken  off.  The  house 
was  now  discussing  how  far  a  learned 
gentleman,  who  had  expreflsed  an  ardent 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  Protestant  religion^ 
was  unfit  for  a  situation  of  trust  and  honour. 
Instead  of  removing  the  Catholic  disabi- 
lities, the  gentlemen  opposite  called  upon 
the  boose  to  degrade  a  man  for  using 
strong  language  in  favour  of  his  religion 
If  this  was  their  religious  toleration,  he 
was  afraid  it  might  degenerate  into  reli- 
'  gious  apathy  and  indifierence. 

Mr.  Barhmn  said,  that  he  was  aware  th»t 
a  member  who  brought  forward  a  specific 
motion,  was,  by  the  rules  of  Uie  house,  en- 
titled k)  reply,  hut  as  nothing  in  the/shape 
of  argument  had  been  ur^p«d  on  the  other 
side«  he  had  his  doubts  whether  he  should 
avail  himaeif  «f  the  oportes^r  gramited  upon 
such  occasions.  The  hdn.  member  then 
briefly  adverted  to  ^ojwe  observatisofts  which 
fell  from  the  other  ^ide ;  fAex  which  die 
house  ^divided : 

For  Mr.  Barham'^  Motipn>  107 ;  Against 
ii,  1795  Majority,  «7. 

aious.^  (tf  ho^s. 


[Duchess  of  Brunswick.^  The  order 
of  the  day  being  read  ibr  taking  into  con* 
sideration  his  majesty's  Message, 

Lord  HmvkesbiDy  observed,  that  he  could 
not  tliink  it  necessary  to  detain  the  house 
witli  more  than  a  few  words,  in  order  to 
induce  them. cheerfully  to  concur  in  the 
recommendation  which  he  had  the  honour 
of  delivering  from  his  majesty.  When 
their  lordships  recollected  the  military 
talents  and  general  character  of  the  dnlce 
of  Brunswick  ;  when  they  recollected  the 
share  he  bore  in  a  contest,  which  was  not 
more  the  contest  of  Prus^  than  of  £ng» 
land  ;  when  they  recollected  his  hard  fate> 
his  melancholy  £all,  and  the  indignity 
offered  ev«n  to  his  remains  by  the  ruler  of 
France,  all  of  which  must  be  still  green  in 
their  lordships  recollections  ;  when  they 
reflected  how  all  tliose  sufferings  of  that 
illustrious  person  must  have  preyed  on  the 
feelinffs  of  his  illustrious  consort,  in  whose 
behalt  this  recommendation  came  from  his 
majesty,  for  the  comfort  and  dignity  of  her 
age  and  rank ;  when  they  reflected  on  her 
near  relation  to  his  majesty ;  they  would 
surely  do  with  alacrity,  what  that  house 
was  ever  ready  to  do— give  eager  proof  of 
their  attachment  and  af^ction  to  their  so* 
vereign,  in  furthering  whatever  object 
they  knew  he  had  at  heart.  His  lordship 
concluded  with  moving  an  address  to  \m 
majesty,  assuring  his  majesty  that  that 
house  would  cheerfully  concur  in  promot- 
ing the  purposeof  his  royal  communication. 
Lord  Auckland  spoke  highly  in  praise  of 
the  virtues  of  the  illustrious  duchess,  and 
was  sure  that  every  loyal  subject  wonkl 
readily  agree  to  the  address. 

The  Earl  of  Laudsrdale  rose,  not  to  op« 
pose  the  address,  bnt  to  narrow  the  grounds 
on  which  alone  it  ought  to  be  prq>oaed* 
The  hoQse  had  nothing  now  to  do  with 
the  military  tzdeaots  and  career  of  the  duke 
of  Bronswick,  or  with  the  contest  in  which 
he  had  lust  been  engaged.  All  the  ho\jae 
should  consider  was,  that  tfae  iilnstrions per- 
son fortrkom  snob  an  etti^>lMhiiient  was 
proposed  was  vety  nearly  connected  with 
his  majesty  ;  for  i^  in  w  present  state  of 
the  continent,  every  unfoitttea^  prince  or 
fHTtncesB  were  to  seek  a  retreat  and  an 
establishment  in  this  ceoolry,  merely  on 
the  scare  of  their  misfortuiVBS,  it  was  sol 
unUMy  that  we  eeiigbt  -huve  fOMir  cencti- 
dates  for  the  bounty  of  the  British  natMasi. 
BThenras  not  wrondy  informed^  this  Ulu^ 
^teus  irerson  had  sSready  a  penei««  «n  the 
kish<e6t{d>lithmem>  irb^,  with  whait  was 
npw  )VQpQ3«iivhbQb  hu  md^ntood  tp  te 
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10,000/.  per  anntim,  would  amount  to  an 
income  of  1 4,000/.  a  gum  which  he  would 
not  say  was  either  too  great  or  too  little  ; 
but  this  be  must  observe,  that  the  house  in 
granting  it,  were  not  very  consistent ;  for 
surely  if  the  sister  of  the  king,  who  was 
only  the  daugliter  of  a  prince  of  Wales, 
was  entitled  to  such  an  establishment,  the 
daughters  of  the  king  of  England  should 
be  entitled  at  least  to  the  same,  while  it 
was  well  known  the  princesses  were  not 
allowed  even  one  half  of  that  sum.  This 
inconsistency,  however,  be  should  now 
leave  to  the  reflection  of  their  lordships. — 
The  question  was  then  put  on  the  address, 
and  agreed  to  nem.  diss. 

[Offices  in  Reversion  Bill.]  On  the 
motion  that  the  bill  tor  suspending  the  mak- 
ing of  such  grants  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  Earl  of  LauderdtUe  rose,  and  re- 
peated his  objections  to  the  bill.  It  was 
^  wholly  difierent  in  principle  from  the  bill 
that  had  been  introduced  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  and  was  by  no 
means  such  as  the  committee  of  finance 
had  in  contemplation,  or  as  the  country 
was  led  to  expect.  If  that  was  all  the  com- 
mittee of  finance  thought  of  doing,  then, 
indeed,  the  people  would  be  disappointed. 
He  fondly  hoped  to  see  the  enquines pene- 
trate into  the  great  departments  of  fsrovem- 
ment,  the  navy>  the  army,  the  ordnance, 
where  great  and  essential  savings  might 
be  made  :  but  if  their  object  was  only  to 
abolish  some  sinecure  places,  which  he 
rather  thought  should  be  retained  for  the 
reward  of  public  services,  then,  instead 
of  promoting  economy,  it  might  be  found 
that  Uiey  would  have  increased  expence. 
Bqt  nothing  more  displeased  him  In  the 
bill,  than  seeing  it  was  the  result  of  a 
petty  compromise  between  ministers,  who 
wished  to  secure  their  places,  and  that 
party  by  whom  this  bill  had  hitherto  been 
opposed,  and  who  possessed  a  secret  influ- 
ence which  was  known  to  be  able  to  make 
or  unmake  ministers. 

Lord  Hamndiy  perfectly  concurred  with 
^  noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  retaining  some  fimd  'fi*om 
which  his  majesty  might  be  enabled  to 
reward  services,  where  the  persons  who 
had  rendered  those  services,  had  not  been 
bom  to  hereditary  wealth.  Such  a  fund, 
he  thought  sinecure  place?  might  contri- 
bute to  supply.  He  difiered  widel^^r, 
however,  from  that  noble  lord  as  to  his 
itisinuations  of  a  compromise ;  did  not  the 
very  nature  of  the  constitution  depend  on 
compromise  ?  otherwisei  could  public  bu- 


smess  be  carried  on  for  a  moment  without 
practical  compromises  i  He  thought  the 
house  of  comnioas  had  acted  wisely  in 
new-modelling  the  bill ;  and  that  their 
lordships  acted  wisely  in  assenting  to  it. 

Lordf  Holland  was  surprised  to  see  the 
house  deserted  by  those  who  had  prognose 
ticated  such  alarming  mischiefs  from  the 
bill.  This  to  him  was  a  new  proof  that 
the  passing  of  the  present  bill  was  a  mat- 
ter of  compromise  ;  not  of  that  sort  of 
-compromise  of  which  the  noble  lord  op- 
posite had  just  spoken,  but  a  compromise 
that  was  to  keep  ministers  in  their  places, 
while  they  removed  the  objections  of  that 
party  upon  whom  their  power  was  known 
to  depend. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  and  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor  disclaimed  the  doctrine  that  the  bill 
was  subversive  of  the  constitution,  inimi- 
cal to  the  prerogative,  or  repugnant  to 
the  dignity  of  that  house.  If  it  had  aliy 
such  tendency,  it  never  should  have  bad 
their  countenance  and  support. 

The  Earl  of  Damley  did  not  think  the 
bill  sufficient,  but  he  still  should  support  it, 
and  consider  it  as  a  pledge  of  what  the 
house  was  further  disposed  to  do,  and  as  a 
pledge  which  he  trusted  they  would  re- 
deem.— ^The  bill  was  then  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thuriday,  May  12. 

[Sugar  Distillation.]  Mr.  IVAr^pre- 
sented  a  Petition  from  the  land-owners, 
com  masters,  and  maltsters,  of  the  county 
of  Cambridge,  against  the  proposed  mea- 
sure of  exclusive  Distillation  from  Sugar. 
He  hoped  that  the  chairman  and  members 
of  the  West  India  committee,  who  had 
recommended  that  measure,  would  not 
bring  foru-ard  the  motion  on  Monday,  but 
that  they  would  give  lime  for  the  satisfiac- 
tory  examination  of  the  voluminous  docu- 
ments that  accompanied  the  report.  The 
importance  of  the  measure  required  ma- 
ture deliberation,  and  he  was  sure  the 
committee  could  not  wish  to  hurry  it 
through  the  house. 

Lord  Binmiig  had  certainly  no  wish  for 
improper  haste,  but  no  delay  could  take 
place  consistently  with  any  prospect  of 
carrying  the  measure  into  enect  this  year. 

Afler  a  few  words  from  sir  J.  Newport, 
the  Speaker  put  a  stop  to  the  conversation 
as  irregular,  and  lord  Binning  being  again 
appealed  to,  declared,  that  for  the  reasons 
already  stated  bv  him,  he  must  persist  in 
bringing  forward  his  motion  on  Monday. 

Digitized  by  V^OOQl€ 


ti^l] 


PAKL  I>K6A1£S,  Mat  12,  1909.^3^.  Peer's  0dtnL 


(loa 


nOVSB  Of  COMMONS. 

JTmrsdi^,  May  12. 


[Mr.  PAtMBR^t  Claim.]  Mi^  Palmer 
novod.  That  the  hoose  should  resohre  it- 
wlf  into  a  Committee  to  comider  the  Re- 
port on  Mn  Pahner'^  Petition. 

'  The  ChmiceUor  qfthe  Exchequer  gare  bis 
conieBt  to  the  moti<m,  on  the  grouud,  that 
a  Cominittee  would  aSbrd  the  most  satis- 
^tory  mode,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
eke  honourable  mover,  for  discussing  the 
merits  of  the  case  :  he  begged,  however, 
to  be  understood  a»  by  no  means,  from  his 
acquiescence  in  this  step,  giving  his  con- 
currence to  the  measure,  or  assenting,  in 
any  degree,  to  the  principle  of  opening 
anew  an  arrangement  long  closed. — ^Tbe 
house  having  gone  into  a  Committee, 

Major  Patrntr  rose  and  spoke  as  follows : 
—Sir ;  Betbre  I  state  the  grounds  of  the 
motion  I  mean  to  submit  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  house,,  I  beg  leave  to  say  a  few 
words  in  explanation  of  the  reason  which 
has  induced  me  to  come  forward  on  this 
occasion.  I  trust  I  shall  stand  acquitted 
of  any  impropriety  in  being  the  advocate 
of  what  may  be  considered,  in  some 
decree,  my  own  cause.  I  am  fully  aware 
of  the  difficulty  and  delicacy  of  my  situa- 
tion, and  how  mach  I  stand  in  need  of  the 
patience  and  kind  consideration  of  those 
whom  I  have  the  honour  to  address,  to 
enable  me  to  execute  what  I  have  felt  my 
duty  to  undertake.  The  difficulty  I  speak 
of  consists  solely  in  that  apprehension 
which  I  conceive  must  be  natural  to  any 
one,  Hke  myself,  unaccustomed  to  address 
this  house,  and  which  I  think  may  have 
occurred  even  to  those  whose  abilities  jus- 
tified a  confidence  in  themselves,  which  I 
only  derive  from  a  conviction  that,  in  the 
present  instance,  no  talents  on  my  part 
can  be  requisite. — I  beg  to  assure  the 
hoose,  Utat  whatever  my  own  feelings  may 
be,  I  have  not  a  wish  to  excite  an  interest 
with  them  beyond  that  of  honouring  me 
with  then-  attention,  and  doinff  that  impar- 
tial justice  ill  this  case  to  which,  if  their 
<wrn,  they  might  conceive  themselves  en- 
titled ;  and  that  I  have  no  motive  in  per- 
sonalty brining  it  forward,  but  to  conduct 
any  discussion  that  may  be  necessary  on 
the  part  of  the  Petitioner  in  such  a  manner, 
as  to  shew  how  much  he  wishes  to  avoid 
the  slightest  personal  disrespect  to  those 
with  whom  it  may  have  been  his  misfor- 
tane  to  have  di  tiered  ou  this  subject,  and 
those  of  whose  liberality  in  leaving  it  to^ 
liie  uabiMsed  decision  or  the  only  court  to 

Vol.  XI. 


which  he  can  appeal,  no  one  will  be  more 
sensible  than  himself. — Sir ;  I  mean,  as 
shortly  as  possible,  to  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  house;  an  J  to  this  eHect,  shall 
merely  move  to  read  the  Report  of  the 
Committee,  and  follow  it  with  a  motion 
conformably  to  the  observations  therein 
contained.  Should  such  motion  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  house,  it  will  be  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  give  it  further  trouble  • 
but  in  the  event  of  a  difference  of  opinion,  I 
humbly  beg  leave  to  express  my  wish, 
that  I  may  be  allowed  to  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  answering  the  objections 
which  may  occur  to  any  hon.  gentlemen 
who  have  read  the  Evidence  upon  which 
this  Report  is  founded.  In  doing  this,  sir, 
I  presume  not  for  a  moment  to  prevent 
other  hon.  gentlemen  from  offering  their 
sentiments  ;  particularly  those  to  whom  I 
feel  so  highly  indebted  for  the  pains  they 
have  taken  in  the  investigation  of  this 
business,  and  that  time  and  attention  they 
bestowed  upon  it  in  the  Committee.  But 
having,  as  I  hope,  made  myself  master  of 
the  subject,  I  think  an  earlier  reply  on  my 
part  than  I  believe  is  customary  with  the 
mover  of  a  question,  may  tend,  perhaps,  in 
some  measure,  to  shorten  this  discussion  ; 
and  should  I  be  so  fortunate  as  to  answer 
such  objections  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
house,  I  am  sm*e  the  advocates  in  the 
cause  will  not  regret  any  trouble  I  may  be 
the  means  of  saving  them  in  its  derence« 
nor  feel  the  less  inclined,  in  case  of  failure 
on  my  part,  to  render  me  that  assistance  I 
may  stand  in  need  of* 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  having 
been  read,  Ms^or  Palmer  subjmitted  the 
following  Resolution:  viz.  "  That  this 
"  house  is  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Palmer  is 
''  entitled  to  the  sum  of  £,  1,500  a  year, 
"  together  with  £,  ^.  10.?.  per  cent,  on  the 
"  net  revenue  of  the  Post  Office  exceeding 
"  the  sum  of  £.  240,000 ;  to  be  paid  up 
"  from  the  5th  of  April  1793,  and  during 
"  his  life,  according  to  the  provisions  ot 
"  hiif  Appointment  of  1789  ;  deducting 
"  the  sum  of  jp.  3000  a  year  received  sub* 
"  sequent  to  the  5th  of  April  1793." 

Mr,  Long  rose  and  said : — I  cannot 
avoid  acknowledffing,  that  I  feel  very  great 
astonishment  at  tne  house  being  now  called 
upon  to  express  their  sentiments  upon  an 
arrangement  which  they  had  specifically 
decided  upon  several  years  before,  and 
which  I  h^ve  always  considered  to  be  a 
transaction  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the 
public  mind.  A  Committee  was  appointed 
m  1797,  upon  whose  Report  parliament 
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decided  against  the  mcrite  of  a  Petition 
precisely  similar  to  thi«j,  and  I  cannot  con- 
ceive upon  what  grounds  the  hon.  gent, 
hopes  that  the  present  house  of  commons 
will  act  so  inconsistently  with  their  former 
opinion  as  to  agree  to  the  present  motion. 
The  grounds  of  their  former  decision  were, 
that  Mr.  Palmer  had  failed  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  agreement.  Mr.  P.  was  bound 
to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  station  in  the 
Post  Office  to  which  he  had  been  appoint- 
ed ;  he  failed  in  that  respect,  and  upon 
that  failure  he  was  removed.  Mr.  P.  was 
first  suspended  for  refusing  to  obey  the 
orders  of  the  Post-Masters  General,  for 
endeavouring  to  throw  the  Post  OfBce 
into  confusion,  to  create  unnecessary  ex- 
pence,  and  to  render  the  delivery  of  letters 
late.  [Here  the  right  hon.  gent,  read 
Tarious  extracts  from^Mr.  Palmer's  Corre- 
apondence  with  his  Deputy  Mr.Bonnor.(a)') 


[104 


{a)  Letters  from  Mr.  Palmer  to  Mr. 
BoNNOh  ;  delivered  to  the  Postmaster  General 
by  Mr.  Bonnor — [Report,  p.  66.]— Salis- 
bury, October  16th,  1788.— Dear  B.— I 
hear,,  by  Lloyd,  of  the  fag  you  have  at 
Bow  Street:  whoever  the  villain  is,  I 
hope  it  will  be  brought  home  to  him,  and 
that  severe  example  may  put  a  stop  to 
these  frauds  so  disgraceful  to  our  office. 
You  have  not  been  able,  I  suppose,  to  see 
Rose  about  Morse's  application.— If  you 
could  send  to  Chinnery  about  it,  or  get 
iome  answer  or  other  for  Morse,  I  should 
be  glad.  I  will  write  to  lord  W.  to-mor- 
row ;  he  is  going  on  just  fight :  I  hope 
jrou  have  kept  his  letters,  as  they  would 
justify  any  thing  ever  so  absurd  or  extra- 
vagant.—The  lesson  I  would  have  given 
Wilson  is  this ;  that  it  is  impossible  for 
ine,  or  any  one  the  most  ignorant,  not  to 
be  sensible  to  the  shameful  conduct  of  the 
business,  or  chaiges  of  his  bills,  and  not 
officially  to  condemn  it ;  at  the  same  time, 
I  have  recommended  lord  W.  to  pay  it,  and 
shall  continue  to  do  so :  as,  having  made 
the  chargre,  if  he  recedes  from  it,  it  wijl  be 
proclaiming  himself  a  rascal.  I  think  lord 
W.  saw  Wilson  himself,  and  give  him  or- 
ders  to  spare  no  expence,  &c.  if  so,  that 

shoultl  be  the  point  pressed  by  Wilson. 

I  shall  advise  him  to  see  Wilson,  who  must 

be  d -d  firm  with  him  ;  insist  on  every 

article  being  just. ;  that  he  has  charged 
nothmg  for  his  trouble,  th^t  200  /.  could  not 
pay  his  loss  in  his  other  business,  by  at- 
tendtnff  to  this,  which  made  him  very  ill  ; 
— the  first  time  his  character  was  called  in 
question,  to  be  suspected  and  treated  in  this 


After  the  perusal  of  letters  like  these,  I 
cannot  forbear  mentioning  my  surprize, 
that  it  is  possible  for  the  committee  to  have 
sent  in  sucMa  Report  as  that  which  I  now 
hold  in  my  hand — a  Report  recommending 
Mr.  Palmer's  regard  to  economy !  when 
the  fact  established  by  the  letter  respect- 
ing Wilson  proves  so  gross  a  want  of  it 
upon  Mr.  Palmer's  part.  The  charge  of 
creating  unnecessary  confusion  in  the  Post 
Office  I  think  is  amply  substantiated  by 
certain  arrangements  recommended  with 
respect  to  the  inferior  persons  in  the  Comp* 
troiler  General's  Office.  It  was  said  in  them 
letters  that  one  of  the  persons  so  recom-> 
mended,  instead  of  doing  his  duty  would 
employ  his  time  in  quarrelling  with  bi< 
superiors.  The  late  delivery  of  letters  is 
also  .mentioned  in  the  letters  to  be  a  pro- 
bable consequence  of  some  of  the  arrange- 
ments recommended.     After  all  this,  it 

manner,  after  all  he  has  done  for  the  office, 
the  world  will  cry  shame  on  it ;  that  to 
get  down  the  price  for  carrying  the  Mail, 
&c. — that  they  understoodf  they  should 
always  have  3d.  a  mile  the  first  price; 
that  in  obeying  my  orders,  and  assisting 
to  get  it  dowij  to  a  penny,  he  got  the  ill- 
will  of  all  his  partners  and  friends ;  that 
he  saw  they  Would  not  do  it  much  longer, 
if  they  had  not  their  old  price,  and  what 
they  deserved,  for  they  lost,  God  knows 
what  by  it ;  but  if  he  was  to  be  treated  in 
this  shabby  way,  he  knew,  what  he  had  to 
.do,  and  should  take  care  of  himself,  &c. 
&c  &c.  This  is  a  private  hint  and  advice 
from  your  friendship  to  him;  that  you 
know  I  shall  not  object  to  his  taking  any 
merit  to  himself,  to  get  him  out  of  his  pre- 
sent scrape.— The  matter  should  be  quietly 
to  tl»row  this  load  upon  his  lordship  ;  let 
him  be  bullied,  perplexed,  and  frightened] 
and  made  apprehensive  that  his  foolishjn- 
terfcrence  may  even  occasion  a  rising  of 
the  mail  prices  at  20,000/.  per  annum 
difference  to  the  office :  Think  of  all 
this,  for  he  must  not  escape  this  bout; 
the  fun  would'  be  to  get  Wilson  to  a 
board,  and  let  him  bamboozle  his  lordship 
with  his  slouch  and  his  slang  and  his  black- 
guard. Wilson  must  be  well  lessoned  ; 
tell  him  lord  W.'s  declaration  to  me  in  his 
letter  about  the  bill,  but  that  I  shall  still 
advise  payment.  I  hope  to  get  to  Bath 
ere  the  post  goes  off;  if  1  should,  any 
thing  in  your  letters  there  to  answer.— 
Your's  truly,  J.  Palmer.— Can  ^y  thin^ 
be  so  gross  as  lord  W.  sending  his  letter  to 
me  open  to  Braithwaite,  and  desiring  hii% 
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vroold  have  been  highly  improper  had  the 
Treasury  permitted  Mr«  P.  to  retain  bis  si- 
tuation any  longer;  and  upon  such  premises 

to  giTe  bis  opinion  on  a  surreyor  for  Seot* 
land,  without  saying  a  syllable  to  me, 
who  am  just  returned  thence  ?  Bat  I  know 
the  gentleman  pretty  well,  and  his  shallow 
Tiews. 

Isle  of  Wight,  May  22d,  178J).— Dbar 
Bonnor, — I  should  rather  imagine,  by  your 
letter,  thai  the  deed  could  not  be  done 
efiectually,  without  betraying  that  some 
pains  on  our  parts  were  taken  to  efiect  it ; 
unless  therefore  a  thorough  and  complete 
dust  could  be  kicked  up,  and  a  glorious 
confusion,  better  forbid  the  account  being 
taken  at  all,  and  assume  a  merit  in  prevent- 
ing  mischief.  You  will  however  determine 
as  you  see  lit,  that  which  may  be  best. 
The  horse  fell  with  me  about  two  miles 
'this  side  Southampton ;  he  was  so  stunned 
that  he  rolled  on  my  leg,  and  lay  on  it  so 
that  I  feared  it  was  broke,  but  thank  God  it 
is  whole,  though  much  bruised  ;  take  care 
therefore,  and  be  cautious  of  riding  your 
mare  a^in,  afler  the  hints  she  has  given 
you.  roor  Toby  had  given  me  two  or 
three  gentle  warnings,  whtcb  I  was  fool 
enough  to  neglect*  Our  l>est  compli- 
ments to  the  ladies ;  Mrs.  Palmer  is  very 
indifierent ;  the  girls  well. — ^Ever  your^s 
truly,  J.  Palmek. — ^All  unite  in  love  to  Tom 
and  Charles. 

Wilderness,  September  30th,  1790. — 
DsabBonwoe; — ^You  have  managed  vastly 
well. — If,  like  Trappolin,  I  was  madcsking 
for  a  day,  I  should  say  like  him,  I  believe, 
-Take  me  these  two  coxcombly  lords  to 

b    The  soreness  of  the  business  is 

— ^Lord  W.  just  after  my  last  return  from 
Scotland,  went  into  a  curious  investigation, 
and  a  sort  of  reform  of  that  Office  without 
the  least  communication  whatever  with 
me,  and  in  the  coarsest  manner  to  Oli- 
phant ;  made  some  confusion,  and  did  no- 
thing. The  business  will  now  be  really 
and  effectually  done,  and  without  advising 
with  his  Lordship,  and  I  will  defy  them 
to  undo  it.  I  sent  to  them  for  the  papers 
and  reports,  or  copies  of  them,  by  Hasker. 
They  sent  word  being  official  papers  they 
could  not  part  with  them,  but  would  send 
me  copies ;  which  they  have  not  done. 
Every  thing  beiog  nearly  finished,  the 
only  way  I  could  comply  with  their  orders, 
if  they  snould  think  proper  to  repeat  them, 
would  be  to  send  to  FreeKng,  that,  as  by 
my  directions  he  had  carried  into  execu- 
tion many  regulations  for  th^  improTe- 


I  must  assert  and  argue  that  Mr.  P.  is  en* 
titled  neither  to  the  1,500/.  per  ami.  nor 
to    the  increased    revenue   of   the  Post 

ment  of  the  correspondence,  &c.  which 
had  already  been  productive  of  good  ef* 
fects,  it  was  the  Postmaster  General's 
pleasure  that  he  should,  as  far  as  he  pos^ 
sibly  could,  put  it  back  in  the  same  irregu* 
iar  and  confused  state  he  found  it : — But 
they  are  not  such  miserable  fools  to  press 
it. — ^They  will  be  entering  some  absurd 
resolutions,  that  the  Comptroller  General 
having  done  so  and  so,  that  in  future  no 
regulations  shall  take  place,  without  lirst 
having  their  sanction. — ^I  really  have  aU 
ways  felt,  that  every  material  alteration, 
&c.  should  have  their  sanction ;  but  that 
it  is  impossible  with  lord  W.  to  do  this* 
and  unless  the  constitution  of  the  office 
was  altered,  it  must  be  so  if  they  insist  on 
it. — I  certainly  could  expose  them  most 
damnably ;  but  3  or  4,000  a  year  must 
not  be  trifled  with ;  though  if  it  was  not  for 
the  children,  I  should  like  to  lead  them 
on  to  a  downright  quarrel,  and  a  thorough 
exposure  of  them.  If  tbere  were  men  of 
sense  at  the  h6ad  of  the  department,  I, 
could  not  have  a  dispute  with  them. — I 
have  sent  your  letter  to  Lott,  which  is 
vastly  well;  I  have  told  him  to  inform 
the  proprietors  where  the  fault  lay.  You 
see,  that  I  ought  not  to  hazard  the  most 
distant  possibility  of  these  worthy  peera 
saying  to  me.  You  do  not  pay  the  con- 
tractors their  money.  I  hope  a  few  days 
will  complete  all  your  accounts  and  work 
up  the  rubbish,  that  you  and  Mrs.  Bonnor 
may  hate  a  quiet  dip  in  the  sea,  and  be 
set  up  for  the  winter.  I  think  of  passing 
through  town  in  my  way  to  Bath,  about 
the  10th  or  12th  of  next  month ;  and  if 
you  think-  it  necessary,  will  meet  Sir  Ben- 
jamin and  the  partnership.  I  should  wish 
my  accounts  to  be  given  to  Maskelyn  soon 
as  Gosnell  can,  to  look  over  against  I 
come  up.  Soon  as  you  return  from  the 
sea,  I  shall  want  to  talk  to  you  about  a 
new  and  general  Post  Office  Act,  which 
I  have  occasionally  mentioned  to  you,  and 
other  matters.  Will  you  see  Maskelyn, 
and  let  all  the  guards  and  incident  bills  be 
now  settled ;  tor  that  insidious  Lord  W. 
though  he  has  himself  occasioned  the 
delay,  exclaims  about  the  poor  people. 
Day,  and  all  together^  would  soon  do  it ; 
the  sooner  too  we  can  send  in  the  proposed 
Officers,  and  their  arrears,  &c.  the  better* 
Your's  ever,  J.  Palmer — Hope  to  reach 
Hastings  to-morrow. — It  is  certainly  right 
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Offiee  with  official  serricet.  I  perfed^y 
recoUect,  that  this  was  not  only  ^e  im* 
pression  up<m  my  own  mind,  but  also  «pon 


to  take  care  of  every  paper  that  passes 
betwixt  the  Postmaster  General  and  me. 

Hastings,  October  3d,  171^0.— DearBoh- 
woR ;  The  worthy  Peers,  you  see  by  their 
last  letter,  have  left  me  no  alternative,  but 
we  must  go  to  the  Treasury :  'Tis  unplea- 
sant, bitched  as  I  have  been  there,  bat  jt 
must  be  done.  My  last  letter  proves  every 
disposition  on  my  part  to  go  on  well,  and 
the  troubling  Mr.  Pitt  rests  with  them. 
As  I  shall  write  them  a  very  ibll  a|id 
decided  answer,  that  we  may  cme  entirely 
on  the  business,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
have  many  papers,  and  Lloyd  to  copy 
some.  All  the  papers  that  were  laid  be- 
fore the  Commissioners — my  letters  to 
Lord  Walsingham,  and  his  that  occasioned 
them — ^Allen's  narra^ve,  'tis  in  the  bu- 
reau, I  believe ;  Day  and  Uoyd  can  find 
them,  I  think — and  every  paper  you  can 
think  of  that  may  be  of  use  to  refer  to. 
Do  you  likewise  look  out  Lord  W.'s  nu- 
merous correspondence,  his  minutes,  &c. 
and  recoUect  some  instances  of  his  throw- 
ing the  correspondence  into  confnsion,  but 
for  my  stopping  his  o^der  given.  You 
recollect  the  particular  circumstances  I 
allude  to.  Pack  Lloyd  down  in  the 
coach  with  the  materials.  Will  you  send 
m  porter  to  Mr.  Jackson,  Old  Palace  Yard, 
ioT  a  small  turtle  he  has  given  Mr.  Harris, 
and  let  Lloyd  bring  it  with  him.  Though 
the  conduct  of  the  Lords  is  the  very  thing 
I  ought  to  wish,  and  must  end  well,  yet  it 
revives  old  quarrels  and  feelings,  and 
ievers  me  in  spite  of  myself.  D —  them, 
I  never  can  be  absent  to  get  a  little  bath- 
ing or  quiet,  but  this  is  tke  case.  I  think 
they  will  look  small. — ^You  may  trust  Sir 
B.  in  confidence,  but  beg  him  to  mention 
nothing  of  it.  I  mean  you  to  shew  him 
the  papers  that  hate  past,  I  wish  you 
would  call  on  Boy delly  congratulate  him 
en  being  Mayor,  and  say  all  civil  things 
from  me  to  him  of  his  spirit,  encourage- 
ment of  genius,  #tc.  for  we  may  wswt  him, 
and  Braithwaite  you  know  is  his  intimate  ; 
but  of  this  we'll  talk  fiirther  when  we 
meet  In  a  hurry,  Yoar's  ev^,  J.  Palmer. 
*— Send  me  a  copy  too  of  their  la^  miimte. 

Brighton,  October  26th,  1790.  Dbar 
Sonnor;  Will  yoKsee  the  principal  Clerks, 
and  say,  as  fro^  yourself,  that  in  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  qs^tters,  you  think  the 
Postmaster  General  will  sign  their  warrant 
itire^tly;   by  way  of .  ahowiof^  how  ready 


thatof  tny  gbrt«Us  attd  IsiBeot^  frkild  Mr. 
Pitt  (with  whose  confidence  upon  this  very 
subject  I  was  frequently  and  particultfly 


they  are  to  take  my  recommendation*  if  I 
will  only  submit  it  to  them.  You  had 
better  therefore  simply  send  the  Offioen 
names,  and  the  sums  allotted  to  each»-^ 
The  inclosed  papers  need  not  go,  unlev 
they  chase  to  canvass  the  matter,  which  I 
don't  think  they  will  do.  Nobody,  ther^ 
fore,  should  go  down,  but  do  you  send  it 
them,  and  say  any  thing  you  please  jroor* 
self.  I  thought  it  better,  as  an  official 
letter,  to  date  it  from  the  Post-Office. 
Excuse  to  Stow  my  not  answering  a  letter 
I  had  from 'him;  now  much  I  ata  pleased 
with  his  exertions,  and  that  I  shall  see  himi 
soon; — I  think  JohiLson,  or  any  other  ex* 
pectant  friends,  should  have  their  minda 
made  easy,  and  be  told  how  safe  every 
thing  is,  and  their  officers  being  the  better 
settled  for  this  very  bral^e.--4  have  the 
pleasure  to  tell  you  1  have  had  a  long 
conversation  with  Lord  C.  this  morning, 
and  a  gentle  and  firiendly  jobation  for 
basting  the  peers.  He  will  see  Mr.  Pitt 
himself,  and  enter  fully  into  the  business  ; 
and  I  hope  and  believe  we  shall  now  bane 
it  clearly  and  definitely  settled  ;  but  this 
most  not  be  mentioned,  nor  his  naine.— 
Tell  Bartlett  to  look  over  all  the  lett^v 
betwixt  me  and  lord  Watatngfaatt,  and  he 
will  find  some  copies  from  me,  tfaoegh 
they  can  be  scarce  made  out,  which  shew 
that  I  foretold  it  must  come  to  this  issue  if 
he  persisted  in  his  conduct ;  and  naed 
every  method  myself  to  prevent  it-— Will 
you  send  likewise  for  the  copy  of  whai 
they  last  sent  to  the  Treasury,  which  they 
mean  as  a  sort  of  reply  or  observation  on 
my  last  letter  ;  because  I  should  hare  it 
to  refiite  to  Lord  C.  if  necessary.  I  go 
with  him,  Thursday,  to  Chissclhurat.  Ue 
wants  to  see  the  copy  of  the  actutl  Trea^ 
sury  Warrant  for  my  appointment,  and 
the  Postmaster  General's  appoiatment  at 
me  in  coosecjuence  of  it.  Bartlett  will 
find  them  all  m  the  right-hand  drawer  of 
my  desk  ;  send  therefore  all  of  them  by 
return  of  post  He  will  loc^  over  all  tWe 
acts,  and  every  part  of  it,  to  see  if  he  can^ 
not  work  out  a  little  law  to  go  on  ere  he 
see%  Mr.  Pitt. — I  keep  the  three  minutes 
yon  have  sent  to  show  lord  C.  As  to 
their  query  ftbout  2  oz.  fbmks,  I  suppose 
some  person's  frank  under  2  oz.  has  been 
chargeid  by  mistake,  and  this  is  their  way* 
of  enquiry,  and  doing  busineas.  They  are 
certainly  eharged  according  to.  the  acl:^ 
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lienouftd)  thftt  Mr.  PckiMa'  accepted  the 
300Q/.  a  year  as  a  M\  compemation  of  all 
emolomoits  he  could  £urly  daiin^  iude- 
pendent  of  his  pereomU  sernces.  I  am 
readj  to  allow,  that  Mr«  Palmer's  Plan 
has  done  very  great  and  ejttenetve  aetYice 
to  the  pob]ic>  and  «ipoa  that  groand/iB- 
deed,  my  revered  iViend,  Mr.  Pttt,  ^i* 
ways  felt  a  yery  strong  reluctance  in  dia- 
miesinff  him  from  his  office.  On  that 
ground,  too,  if  it  ttrere  now  to  he  made  a 
question  whe^er  the  remuneration  given 
were  sufficient  or  not,  I  might  not  he  averse 
to  the  entertainment  of  it;  but,  whan 
the  question  is  brought  forward  upOA  the 
dry  principle  of  the  axecotion  or  non* 
execution  of  th^  agreement  between  Mr. 
Palmer  and  tbe  public  I  BMist  maintain 
that  the  case  is  against  Mr.  Palmer. 

■  ■     >   Mil    a*  11     »^Mi  III  Mill  iiii  ■>■■■■«»  ■■ 

mad  there  cannot  be  a  move  regular  officer 
than  Oollaon  i  apeak  to  hitt  upon  it  As 
to  the  good  woman  at  Bagshot,  she  seems 
m  fHend  of  adine,  and  to  have  given  the 
Peer  a  dressing  for  interfering  in  her  de- 
partment But  why  should  we  send  a 
Surveyor  when  the  Peer  has  made  the 
enqoury  and  examination,  and  say  what 
ahoMild  be  done.  He  is  the  Surveyor,  and 
should  have  finished  hit  business  ;  for 
Freeling  cannot  go  down  and  reportAgainst 
the  Petftniaster  General.— Creeling  may  as 
well  go  down  though,  and  follow  his 
directions;  and  I  hope  the  old  woman 
may  be  spunk,  and  reluse  to  apologise,  and 
bid  them  kiss  her  b.  for  the  office  is  not 
worth  holding  ;  and  if  the  Surveyors  vi^tt 
them  on  this  stufiT,  they  will  have  nothing 
else  to  do.  Freeling  should  go  to  the 
Secretary,  and  look  at  Lord  Ch^terfield's 
minute,  as  I  cannot  return  this.  I  think, 
by  your  account,  the  discipline  of  the 
Inland  Office  goesdown,  which  will  be  no 
bad  thing.  It  is  not  impossible  but  they 
may  get  into  a  tolerable  confusion  there, 
As  the  dispute  is  known  amongst  them.  I 
wish,  if  yoo  can  send  it  by  return  of  post, 
lo  have  my  former  letter  to  Lord  Walsing- 
bam,  to  shew  Lord  C.-^l  think  Johnson 
might  take  huff  at  some  of  the  officers  not 
observing  his  directions,  and  keep  out  of 
Ibe  Inland  Office  ;  and  Stow  and  Austin, 
quietly  if  they  could,  and  without  appa* 
rent  dicsign ;  let  Brown  and  Buddick  take 
their  situations.  Brown  would  be  disre* 
larded,  and  Buddick  would  dispute  with 
the  officers,  instead  of  enforcing  obedi- 
ence. We  should  by  degrees  get  an  hour 
or  two  later  in  the  delivery ;  by  doji^ees, 
in  %  w^k  or  two :  1  mak  it  might  be 


Major  PAAaser :-— Stir ;  The  right  hon* 
gent  ha?ing  stated  every  objection  to  thift 
motion  that  I  am  aware  of,  with  the  per* 
mission  of  the  house,  1  will  now  r^ply,--^ 
It  is  ooQteoded  in  the  first  place^  that 
this  is  an  old  question  already  decided^ 
and  for  that  reasiui  should  l¥>t  again  bo 
brought  forward;  particularly  after  tbt 
decease  of  Mr.  Pitt,  who  waa  a  party  in 
the  transaction.  It  is  of  this,  sir,  Mr. 
Palmer  complaiAS,  t^at  Mr.  Pitt  being  a 
party  should  also  have  been  the  Jud^ai 
and  with  respect  to  the  xenewal  of  this 
question,  I  trust  I  shall  explain  to  the  s^ 
tisfoctjon  of  the  house,  that  the  fault  does 
not  rest  with  Mr.  Palmer.^-A  Committee  of 
this  house  was  appointed  in  the  year 
1797  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  Agreement  with  government,  and 

(quietly  and  cautiously  managed,  if  even 
little  or  no  notice  was  taken  of  their  not 
coming  early,  or  absence*  The  coach^ 
must  bt  kept  to  their  duty^  as  they  ha^ 
not  interfered  with  them.  £v«r,  I>sar  Bl 
Your's  most  truly,  J.  PALifxa.'*»You  wiO 
of  course  mind  your  cue  with  the  Peerl^ 
and  be  as  well  in  their  grace  as  you  can. 
I  return  with  lord  Camden  to  Cbissel^ 
hurst,  Thursday;  and  shall  be  in  town 
Friday  or  Saturday,  I  think ;  but  I  wish  it 
not  to  be  known.^  forgot  to  say,  sand  % 
copy  of  the  Postmaster  Generars  patent 
too,  if  you  can  get  it  They  will  let  one 
of  our  officers  copy  it  at  the  Treasury*  if 
yen  will  send  to  Mr.  Mitford,  though  t  ^ 
think  you  will  find  one  amongst  the  old 
papers. 

Bath,  November  2»d,  17D0.~DxAaB» 
— Lord  Camden  is  returned  to  town,  or 
Owen's  letter  would  be  excellent ;  a  righ^ 
sketch.  I  shall  keep  it  for  him,  as  I  shall 
state  in  my  answer  the  inutility  of  the 
Secretary  or  Postmaster  Generars  Clarks 
places  :  the  latter  is  not  of  long  standing  } 
was  a  mere  job  at  first  Jackson  once 
gave  me  the  history  of  it  I  wish  yon 
could  get  him  to  dine  with  yOn,  and  thd 
subject  might  easily  be  introduced.  HavA 
you  yet  sent  my  friend  Abbot  the  correa* 
pondence,  as  Mr.  Pitt  is  willing  to  confirm 
any  powers  to  me  the  act  of  parL  will 
i^low;  I  really  think  they  might,  m 
some  shape  or  other,  be  ms!de  out  suffi« 
ciently  strong,  and  independent  of  thd 
noble  Peers.  Did  Bartlett  mention  to  yon 
they  had  been  telling  their  story  to  tho 
king  f  Pretty  masters !  so  they  oomplaiit 
to  Domine  of  tlie  great  boy.  Vou4''t 
moat  truly,  J.  PiiJfKIU 
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to  report  their  opinion  thereon.  This 
Committee  were  afterwards  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  causes  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
Suspension,  and  to  report  their  opinion  on 
that,  as  well  as  his  Amement ;  but  before 
the  Evidence  was  closed,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  the  chairman,  (Mr.  W.  Dondas), 
who  held  a  considerable  office  under  go- 
^vetnmentat  the  time,  without  the  slightest 
communication  with  the  Committee,  or 
the  least  previous  notice  in  the  house, 
moved  a  third  order,  rescinding  the  two 
former  ones,  and  instructing  the  Committee 
not  to  report  their  opinion  upon  the  Evi- 
dence, but  the  Evidence  alone.  The  con- 
6e(|uence  was  what  may  easily  be  ima- 
gined; that  at  the  time  the  subject  was 
discussed  in  the  house,  this  mass  of  Pa- 
pers had  scarcely  been  examined  by  an 
tndividnal  member,  and  those  who  from 
their  political  situation  were  led  to  oppose 
the  measure,  merely  read  partial  extracts 
from  this  Evidence,  and  Mr..  Palmer's  pri- 
Tate  letters ;  which,  I  am  ready  to  admit, 
unexplained, '  were  sufficient  to  prejudice 
him  in  the  opinion  of  many  as  to  his  con- 
duct in  the  office. — Sir :  I  do  firmly  be- 
lieve, that  had  that  Committee  been  al- 
lowed to  make  a  Report  on  the  Evidence, 
^as  originally  instructed,  Mr.  Palmer  would 
have  received  then,  the  justice  he  hopes 
for  now,  and  been  spared  the  anxiety,  fa* 
tiffue,  and  expence  of  the  many  years 
which  have  since  elapsed. — ^The  right  hon. 
gent,  has  also  stated,  that  Mr.  Palmer 
consented  to  the  settlement  of  the  present 
allowance  he  receives.  Admitting  this  to 
be  fact,  I  cannot  think  it  an  excuse  for 
the  breach  of  an  Agreement  to  have  com- 
pelled an  individual  to  submit  to  an  in- 
justice he  was  unable  to  resist ;  but,  sir,  in 
noway  whatever  did  Mr.  Palmer  consent  to 
this  settlement ;  on  the  contrary,  he  inva- 
riably declared,  «« That  though  Mr.  Pitt, 
to  suit  his  political  convenience,  might  dis- 
pense with  his  services,  he  could  not  dis- 
pense with  the  engagement  he  had  en- 
tered into.'*  I  can  produce  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  in  proof  ot  this,  but  have  na  wish 
to  read  it  to  the  house,  as  it  might  tend 
to  revive  feelings  1  am  anxious  to  suppress. 
I  shall,  therefore,  merely  state,  that  it  is 
mn  answer  to  the  present  earl  Camden, 
who  was  kind  enough  to  mediate  on  the 
occasion.  Upon  Mr.  Pitt's  decision  being 
made  known,  Mr.  Palmer  in  an  interview 
wilh  lord  Camden  expressed  in  the  strong- 
est terms  his  sense  of  the  injustice  which  had 
been  done  him,  and  his  determination  to 
procure  reforest*     Lord  Camden  shortly 


afler  wrote  to  Mr.  Palmer  at  Bath,  acain  re- 
commend ing  forbearance,  and  Mr.  Palmer 
in  hisanswer  repeated  his  former  sentiments, 
.declaring  that  it  should  be  only  whh  life 
that  he  would  relinquish  his  exertions  to 
obtain  justice*.-^From  that  time  to  the 
period  of  the  Committee  in  1797,  Mr. 
Palmer  endeavoured  by  every  concilia- 
tory means  to  procure  his  object.  He 
first  presented  a  memorial  to  the  Board 
of  Treasury,  stating  all  the  circumstances  ol 
his  agreement,  and  requesting  thefolfil* 
ment  on  their  part.  To  tnis  Meniona], 
after  repeated  assurances  that  it  should  b« 
taken  into  consideration,  he  at  length  re- 
ceived an  an^-er,  after  eight  months  delay, 
stating,  *'  That  their  lordshine  conceived 
3000/.  per  annum  for  his  iifo  a  sufficient 
compensation  for  his  services,  and  that 
they  did  not  think  themselves  justified  on 
the  part  of  thenublic  in  making  a  forther 
af  lowance.'*  To  this  Answer  Mr.  Palmer 
sent  a  strong  remonstrance,- which  he 
concluded  by  declaring,  "That  if  their 
lordships  should  be  still  disinclined  to  admit 
his  Claims,  it  vras  his  intention  to  appeal 
to  Parliament.^'  Mr.  Palmer  waited  some 
months  longer  before  he  received  the  An- 
swer to  this  remon^rance,  when  he  was 
finally  informed  "  That  their  fordships 
saw  no  reason  to  alter  their  former  deter- 
mination."— Now,  sir,  I  appeal  to  any 
hon.  gent,  in  this  house,  could  the  Board  of 

*  The  following  is  the  Letter  alluded  to 
by  the  hon.  gent.  See  Woodiall's  Debates, 
May  SI,  1799. 

"  Bath,  Aug,  (5.  1793.— My  dear  Lord  ; 
I  have  the  honour  of  your  letter,  and  an* 
Iruly  vexed  that  I  should  differ  in  opinion 
from  your  lordship,  •  whom  I  so  highly 
esteem,  or  that  I  am  driven  to  pursue  a 
conduct  not  perfectly  consonant  to  your 
wishes.  Nothing  but  the  respect  1  bore  to 
vour  lordship  and  lord  Camden,  to*  your 
judgment  and  Mr.  Pitt's  situation,  induced 
me  to  act  in  the  manner  I  have  done.  IVo 
sessions  of  parliament. have  passed  over,  I 
have  been  su0ered  to  sink  quietly  with  the 
public,  and  turned  out  of  my  office  with 
not  half  my  agreement.  The  apprehen« 
sions  of  my  friends,  too,  being  excited  that 
I  might  be  deprived  of  every  thing,  per- 
haps, think  me  fortunate  in  the  allowance 
granted  me.  1  find  it  therefore  every  vray 
necessary  that  this  should  be  explained* 
to  the  public,  and  when  it  is,  I  de  not 
believe  a  man  in  this  country  so  far  firom 
ihinking  me  ungrateful,  but  will  be  satis* 
fied  I  have  been  most  in&monsly  treated.'^ 
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Treasury  hare  prodaocd  the  sligbtest  proof, 
or  had  they  believed  that  Mr.  Palmer  had 
erer  been  satisfied  with  the  settlement  they 
had  made,  would  they  not  at  once  have 
expressed  their  surprise  at  his  application, 
and  have  given  him  a  direct  and  poiitive 
refusal,  instead  of  keeping  him  so  long  in 
'  a  state  of  suspense,  and  not  even  at  last 
venturing  a  hint  at  consent  on  his  part>  or 
making  a  single  answer  to  all  the  facts  and 
arguments  he  had  ur^d  for  the  fulfilment 
of  his  agreement. — -Disappointed   in  his 
fijrst  attempt,  Mr.  Palmer  on  the  present 
occasion  presented  a  Petition  to  his  majes- 
ty, stating  the  peculiar  hardship  of  his 
case,  that  in  an  agreement  with  the  Govern- 
ment which  on  their  part  had  been  broken, 
he  was  precluded  an  appeal  to  the  laws  of 
his  country.    On  the  grounds  of  this  Pe- 
tition, the  late  administration  consented 
•that  a  similar  one  should  be  presented  tp 
this  house,  and  a  Committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  former  Evidence  and  report 
their  Observations  upon  it.     I  have  under- 
stood from  Mr.  Palmer,  that  the  noble 
lord,  the  lat^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
^iord  H.  Petty)  was  so  good  as  to  suggest 
the  propriety  of  this  Committee  being  a 
select  one,  and  to  point  out  the  descrip- 
tion of  members  of  which  it  should  be 
composed,  in  *o^er  to  obtain  the  object 
of  their  appointment ;  viz.  a  fair  and  im- 
partial Report  upon  this  Evidence.    I  have 
also  understood   from  an  hon.  gent,  the 
chairman  of  that  Committee,  that  the  pre- 
sent Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fully 
consented  to  this   appointment;,  and   1' 
therefore  trust,  that  that  right  hon.  gent, 
at   least  will  not  object  to  the  question, 
on  the  ground  of  its  having  been  before 
settled. — With  respect. to  this  Report,  I 
am  afraid  ihs^t  it  may  almost  appear  an 
impertinence  on  my  part,  the  attempting 
to  defend  it;  but  I  trust  that  the  Com- 
mittee  who  drew  it  up  will  make  allow- 
ance for  my  situation.,  and   at  any  rale 
acquit  me  of  the  least  want  of  respect  to- 
wards them,  or  gratitude  for  the  trouble 
they  have  taken  on  Mr.  Palpier's  account. 
these  Observations  in  fact  speak  for  them- 
Iftlves;   nor  should  I  deem  it  neqe^sary 
to  trouble  the.  house  with  a  discussion  of 
them ;   but  that  I  am  anxious  to  explain 
some  parts  of  this  Evideoce^  which  I  hope 
I  shall  be  enabled  to  do  to  the  satisfaction 
of  hon.  gentlemen,  who  may  require  an 
explanation  upon  those  points^  to  which 
the  Committee,  on  th#ir  liberal  though 
strictly  just  view  of  the  subjecty  may  noK 
havf  paid  that  ntinuta  attention; wmch  I 


have,  done« — The  first  observation  of  this 
Report  states  as  follows :  "  That  the  parts 
**  of  Mr.  Palmer's  Petition,  which  alledge 
"  his  invention  and  execution  of  a  most 
"  useful  Plan  for  the  reform  and  improve- 
*'  ment  of  the  Posts  of  this  country,  and 
"  which  he  undertook  at  his  own  risk  and 
"  expence,  have  been  substantiated ;  and 
''  also,  that  it  appears  that  Mr.  Palmer 
"  met  with  very  great  ditiiculties  in  the 
"  progress  of  his  Plan,  in  consequence  of 
"  a  determined  and  continued  opposition 
"  from  the  Post  Office,  the  most  expe- 
"  rienced  officers  tn  that  department  hav* 
"  ing  declared  the  Plan,  previous  to  its 
"  execution,  to  be  impracticable,  and  in*  ^ 
*'  jurious  to  Commerce  and  the  Revenue.*' 
— With  respect  to  this  observation,  I  shall 
only  say,  that  strongly  as  it  is  expressed* 
no  one  without  reading  the  Evidence,  can 
form  an  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  opposition 
Mr.  Palmer  met  with,  and  every  one  wh4 
does  read  it  must  be  convinced,  that  had 
Mr.  Palmer  failed  in  this  Plan,  undertaken 
at  his  own  risk, and  declared  impracticable, 
no  other  person  would  have  attempted  it, 
— ^The  Committee  next  observe  "  That  the 
"  parts  of  Mr.  Palmer's  Petition,  which 
"  alledge  an  Agreement  made  with  him 
"  by  the  right  hon.  William  Pitt,  Chancel- 
"  lor  of  his  majesty's  Exchequer,  in  1 784 
*'  (and  afterwards  modified  in  1785),  by 
''  which   Mr.  Palmer  was  to  have  an  ap^ 
**  pointment  in  the  Post  Office  for  lite, 
'^  with  a  salary  axmexed  of  1,500/.  per 
*'  annum,  and  also  a  further  allowance  of 
"  2/.  109.   per  centum  on  the  future  in- 
''  crease  of  the  net  annual  Post  Office  Re- 
''  venue  beyond  240,000/.  have  been  su)>* 
<'  stantiated.''     Nothing  I  think  can  be 
clearer  than  this  Observation;  the  Evi- 
dence contains    in  the  first  place,  Mr. 
Palmer's  Statement  of  his  original  terms, 
which  stands  uncontradicted ;  (6)  secondly, 

(/>)  Extract  froffi  Mr.  Palmer's  Evidence^ 
— [Report,  p.  3.] — Was  there  any  writtei^ 
Agreement  between  you  and  the  Board 
of  Treasury,  relating  to  the  Appointment 
you  lately  held  m  the  Post  Office  ?  No, 
— ^Was  there  any  verbal  Agreement  made 
with  the  Treasury,  for  the  Reform  and  Im« 
proyement  of  the  Post  Office  and  its  re- 
venue ?  Yes  ;  with  Mr.  Pitt,  through  hia 
secretary.  Dr.  Pretyman. — ^Whatwas  that 
verbal  Agreement?  I  left  some  Papers 
with  Dr.  Pretyman,  stating,  that  if  my 
Blan  succeeded,  for  the  Reform  and  Im-, 
provement  of  the  Posts,  I  demanded  for 
my  life  2  j  par  cent,  on  the  fiiture  mcreased 

Digitized  by  V^OOQLC 


171] 


FAllL  DBEATES,  May  12,  ISOS^JUr.  Palmer's  Oakji. 


the  Corre^ndencc  betwixt  the  present  earl 
Camden  and  himself,  hnd  also  Mr.  Palmer's 
Letters  to  Mr.  Pitt,  fully  proving  the  mo- 
diUcation  of  these  terms  (c)  and,  lastly. 


tm 


revenue  of  the  Post  CMfice,  beyond  the 
present  net  profits,  and  not  to  have  one 
shilling  if  I  did  not  succeed  in  my  Plan ; 
this  happened  in  the  sprinir  1784'.  The 
ans\rer  brought  to  me  by  fhr.  Pretyman, 
(private  secretary  to  Mr.  Pitt,)  was,  that 
the  terms  were  thought  fair,  and  would  be 
fully  complied  with,  provided  the  Plan  suc- 
ceeded.— Have  you  ever  asked  for  a  copy 
of  the  Papers  delivered  in  to  Dr.  Prety- 
man }  No,  I  did  not ;  nor  kept  one  my- 
self. I  believe  it  will  not  be  denied  on 
the  part  of  administration,  that  such  a  Pa- 
per was  delivered  to  Dr.  Pretyman,  and 
such  an  Answer  was  returned  by  him. 

(c)  Ccpyqf  Mr.  Palmer's  Letter  to  the 
Rigftt  Hon.  Wm.  Prrr,    May  5tk  1785.  — 
Sir, — I  had  the  honour  of  your  letter  on 
my  return  from  Portsmouth,  and  imme- 
diately wrote  to  the  contractor  at  Notting- 
ham to  foiSvard  the  carriages,  &c.     Soon 
as  he  is  prepared,  I  will  obey  your  com- 
mends in  carrying  the  plan  into  execution 
on  that  road. — I  have  settled  the  regula- 
tions for  ^he  Cross  Post  from  hence  to 
Portsmouth ;    the  alteration  is  much  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  di^erent  towns  it 
will  accommodate,  and  it  starts  next  Mon- 
dsty. — ^They  will  now  have  a  direct  and 
expeditious  post  guarded,  six  times  a  week, 
instead  of  a  slow  and  circuitous  one  un- 
guarded, only  three  times  a  week.    The 
terms  with  the  contractors,  rtierely  the  ex- 
emption from  the  turnpike  tolls,  and  the 
allowance  of  guards,  so  that  government 
will  save  the  greater  part  of  the  old  ex- 
pence. — I  had  agreed  tor  the  London  Mail 
10  be  conveyed  to  Portsmouth  on  the  same 
terms,  as  the  inhabitants  had  petitioned 
for  the  new  mode,  and  were  doubly  anxi- 
ous for  it,  their  mail  having  been  robbed 
a  few  months  ago ;    but  Mr.  Todd,  in- 
stead of  sendin?  letters  to  the  postmasters 
to  observe  my  directions  for  that  purpose, 
sent  the  same  surveyor  who  was  so  in- 
dustrious to  defeat  the  plan  on  the  Bath 
road,  Ifist  Friday  only  to  Portsmouth,  to 
agree  with  the  difierent  postmasters  to 
convey  the  mail  seven  miles  an  hour,  for 
which  they  are  to  foe  paid  an  extra  sum 
per  mile  n^ore  than  the  usual  charge  (This 
price  was  pl.  per  nnle  instead  of  the  old 
charge  of  4/.  1  $9.  4rf.)  which  was  to  com- 
mence tlie  very  day  I  came  there.  I  could 
therefore  give  the  postmaster* no.  direction 


the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Pttt  hims<elf.  {d) 
The  third  Observation  states  "  That  in 
"the  year  1784,  certain  regulations,  for 
"  aii  increased  postage  and  restrictions  in 


for  that  road,  Mr.  Todd  chusing  to  do  this 
without  giving  me  the  least  in^rmaticm  of^ 
his  intentions.     By  this  improvement  at* 
last,  supposing  it  even  to  be  kept  up  tp, 
ffovernment  is  at  a  much  higher  expence 
tor  conveying  the  mail  than  even  b^efore, 
imtead  of  saving  almost  the  whole  of  it. 
The  inhabitants  wilt  have  only  four  hours 
betwixt  the  arrival  and  departure  of  their 
mail,  instead  of  twelve,  as  they  would  have 
by  mme,  and  it  remains  unguarded :   this 
he   has  done  without  any  sort  of  com- 
munication with  my  agent  on  the  business, 
though  he  sees  him  almost  every  'day,  and 
I  believe  has  fully  understood  from  govern- 
ment, some  time  past,  that  the  new  plan 
was  to  be  extended  over  the  whole  king- 
dom.   Since  my  absence  from  town,  he 
likewise  has  thought  proper  to  sufier  an 
entire  alteration  in  the  mode  of  delivering 
the  letters,  so  that  those  by  the  new  plan, . 
instead  of  being  delivered  early  in  a  morn- 
ing, are  not  delivered  till  almost  too  late  in 
the  afternoon  to  send  an  answer.     la  this 
the  comptroller  is  as  much  or  more  blame-  * 
able  than  himself.     In  short,  they  will 
remain  firmly  agreed    together,  to  take 
each  their  turn  to  do  the  Plan  all  possible 
mischief.    I  am  sure,  sir,  if  you  could  be 
aware  how  complex  a  business  it  is,  and 
how  difficult   to  unravel   what    (though 
simple  in  itself)  they  have  made  so  per* 
plexed,  to  teach  the  postmasters  the  new 
regulations,  which  will  enable  theni  to  do 
their  duty  in  a  plainer  manner  and  les< 
liable  to  mistakes,  to  settle  the  ditfereiK 
parts  as  I  oroceed,  so  as  to  fit  in  with  the 
general  plan,  and  suffer  no  present  mis- 
diief,  involved  as  you  are  in  such  varioiii 
and  greater-eoncems,  you  would  yet  spsf^ 
a  few  minutes,  I  am  sure  you  would,  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  rascality  of  that  office,  and  to 
leave  my  mind  free  to  pursue  my  Plan, 
without  having  it  taken  up  with  guac4i^ 
against  and  curing  their  shamem  prto- 
tices.  I  want  no  sort  of  assistance  froai 
them ;  all  I  desire  is,  that  they  may  not  b« 
sufilered  to  do  injury. — ^The  state  ol  the  is* 
terior  management  of  the  Post  Office  hM* 
ness  is  frill  as  bad  or  rather  w^rse  than  I 
stated  in  the  Memorial  I  had  the  honour  te 
submit  to  the  Treasury  ;  the  mistakes  af« 
innumerable,  and  the  daily  loss  of  the  re- 
venue very  great,  nor  can  it  be  othemi^e* 
en  the  present  system ;  the  remedy  fmr  it 
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"franking  byway  of  tax,  were  made,  from 
**  the  suggestions  contained  in  Mr.  Pal- 
'<  mer's  Plan ;   and  that  the  before-men- 

is  even  more  plain  and  simple  than  that  for 
the  exterior  department ;   and  if  you  will 
permit  me,  I  will  regulate  it  in  less  than  a 
fortnight,  to  your's  and  the  public's  satis- 
faction,  eVen  at  a  less  expence  to  govern- 
ment than  the  present  mode,  and  with 
much  more  ease  to  the  difierent  officers ; 
indeed  the  plan  cannot  be  further  extend^ 
ed,  till  I  am  suffered  to  establish  regulations 
within  the  office  to  fit  the  new  ones  with- 
out, as  the  new  and  old  plan  now  act 
against  each  other.     Having  obtruded  thus 
far  on  you,  sir,  with  my  complaints,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  trespass  a  little  further,  and 
have  done.    It  is  nearly  approaching  to 
three   years  since  I  first  submitted   my 
plan  to  your  judgment,  that  you  kindly 
encouraged  it,  and  I  attended  your  com- 
mands m  town.    I  have  sent  a  statement 
of  my  joumies,  attendances,  &c.  to  my 
good  friend  lord  Camden,  for  your  in- 
spection, by  which  you  will  see  that,  ex- 
losive  of  my  expences,  almost  the  whole  of 
my  time  and  attention  from  October  1782 
to  the  present  moment,  has  been  em- 
ployed in  this  business  ;    and  I  submit  to 
your  justice,  whether  the  expence  actually 
incurred,  prior  to  the  first  trial  of  my  Plan, 
the  2d  August  last,  should  not  now  be  paid, 
and   my  appointment  made  out — Your 
obliging  message  by  Mr.  Pratt,  before  the 
trial,  that  if  the  Plan  did  not  succeed,  I 
should  be  fully  paid  for  my  expence  and 
trouble,  if  you  recollect,  sir,  I  disclaimed, 
arid  chose  to  sit  down  in  that  case  with  my 
disappointment  and  loss,  and  let  my  re- 
ward rest  only  on  my  success. — My  time 
and  attention,  prior  to  the  trial,  I  do  not 
recount ;    though,  if  I  discovered  any  in- 
genuity, activity,  or  perseverance  through 
it,  my  family  might  have  been  benefited 
by  their  exertion  to  other  objects. — ^The 
success  of  the  Plan,  sir,  I  believe,  has  ex- 
ceded  both  your's  and  the  public's  expec- 
tation.    I  am  sure  it  has  my  ovm  in  some 
points,  though  not  in  others,  but  it  has  not 
fallen  short  in  one.     A  circumstance,  I 
believe,  almost  as  new  to  administration,  in 
the  various  plans  that  are  submitted  to 
them  as  a  popular  tax,  which  the  Post 
Tax  really  is,  where  the  accommodation 
has  been  given  with  it. — ^It  incurred  no  new 
expence  or  inconvenience  in  the  old  estab- 
lishment, even  in  the  trial,  but  what  was 
occasioned  by  the  opposition  firom  the  Ge- 
neral Office. — It  conveys  the  Mails  in  half 
Vol.  XI. 


"  tioned  sum  of  1,500/.  per  annum  was 
"  granted  to  Mr.  Palmer,  as  a  commuta- 
*'  tion  of  his  right  to  the  per-centage  on 

the  time  they  used  to  be,  and  guarded 
under  regulations  that  will,  in  a  ^r^at  mea- 
sure, enforce  themselves  ;  and  where  it 
has  been  carried  into  execution,  has  im- 
mediately occasioned  an  increase  of  re- 
venue to  the  Post  Office. — It  having  been 
proved,  that  it  is  scarce  possible  for  greater 
neglect  or  abuses  to  prevail  than  in  the  con- . 
duct  of  the  old  Post ;  that,  in  consequence 
of  it,  a  great  share  of  the  correspondence 
was  earned  on  by  coaches,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  Post  revenue ;  that  the  new 
tax,  coupled  with  the  old  plan,  would  have 
increased  such  defalcation,  which  the  state- 
ment given  into  the  treasury,  comparing 
the  great  improvement  of  the  revenue 
firom  the  tax  upon  the  new,  opposed  to  the 
old  establishment,  have  been  very  fully 
proved. — It  was  promised  in  the  plan,  to 
give  the  improved  expedition  and  security 
to  the  great  roads  from  London,  and  some 
of  the  cross  roads,  for  the  payment  of  Sd, 
per  mile,  the  allowance  for  guards,  and 
an  exemption  from  turnpike  tolls. — ^The 
contracts  are  now  made  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  kingdom  from  London  tor  the 
allowance  of  ffuards,  and  the  exemption 
of  turnpike  tolls  only.  Likewise  for  all 
the  cross  posts,  six  times  a  week  instead  of 
three,  so  as  to  make  those  posts  as  regular 
and  perfect  as  the  general  one. — ^This  ac- 
commodation will  be  given  to  the  public, 
and  the  arrival  and  departure  of  the  mails 
all  over  the  country  will  now  be  regular, 
expeditious,  and  safe,  on  plain,  simple,  and 
certain  principles,  instead  of  the  reverse. 
It  will  not  only  save  many  thousands  a 
year  in  the  expences  of  the  riding  work, 
&c.  but,  in  consequence  of  the  superior 
mode  of  conveyance  to  any  other,  add 
very  greatly  to  the  revenue,  by  the  in- 
crease of  correspondence  throusn  the  Pof>t 
Office. — In  the  progress  of  this  business, 
I  have  bad  every  possible  opposition  from 
the  Office ;  I  have  neither  spared  trouble 
or  expence  to  inform  myself  in  every  de- 
partme^pt  of  it,  so  that  I  might  carry  my 
plan  completely  into  execution,  and  de- 
feat their  repeated  attempts  to  ruin  it.  I 
have  been  perfectly  open  and  kept  no  one 
secret  from  government,  or  derived  one 
shilling  advaiitage  from  any  contract,  but 
acted  in  every  respect  to  the  best  of  my 
judgment  to  the  public  ;  nor  can  I  gain 
the  least  advantage  from  my  agreement, 
till  I  have  completed  the  plan  over  the 
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*'  90,000/.  being  the  amount  of  the  first 
^  year's  produce  of  the  said  Tax.  The 
^  modification  of  the  original  Agreement 

whole  kingdom,  as  my  per-ccnlage  oft  the 
increased  revenue  from  the  tax,  without 
the  accommodation,  will  not  pay  the  very 
great  expences  I  am  obliged  to  incur  in  the 
establishing  it.  I  have  only  to  thank  you, 
sir,  for  the  very  warm  and  steady  support 
I  have  received  from  you  in  this  busi- 
ness, without  which,  indeed,  it  could  not 
have  succeeded ;  and  to  hope,  in  addition  to 
the  rest  of  your  favours,  you  will  excuse 
this  long  letter.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c.  J.  Palmek. 

Co/py  qfa  Letter  from  Mr.  Palmer  to  the 
Right  Hon.  J.  J.  Pratt;  annexed  tq  Mr. 
Palmer's  Letter,  sent  to  the  Commissioners  qf 
Enquiry,  May  21,  1788. — London,  Oct.  22, 
1788. — ^Dear  Sir; — I  bfeg  you  will  express 
to  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  strongest  terms,  my 
gratitude  for  his  very  liberal  and  handsome 
conduct,  and  that  I  hope  he  will  not  think 
me  either  dissatisfied  or  ungrateful  in  wish- 
ing you  to  state  a  few  necessary  circum- 
stances to  ,him  for  the  more  complete  set- 
tling of  my  appointment,  expences,  &c. 
Mr.  Pitt  perhaps  may  recollect,  1  am  sure 
I  fully  xmderstood,  that  the  plan  was  to 
be  first  tried ;  and  if  it  succeeded,  the 
tax  was  to  be  grounded  the  following 
yiear  on  the  accommodation,  and  that  1 
was  to  take  my  per-centage  on  the  im- 
proved revenue  from  such  tax,  as  well  as 
every  other  improvement  and  reform  men- 
tioned in  my  letter :  [To  pay  all  my 
travelling  expences,  to  have  no  salary,  but 
ttvQ  and  a  half  per-cent.  on  the  net  pro- 
fits that  mar  arise  to  the  Pbst  Office,  over 
and  above  its  present  annual  profits,  from 
the  advantages  that  may  accrue  to  it  from 
my  plan  being  carried  into  execution,  the 
increased  speed,  postage,  safety,  reform  of 
packets,  &c.  or  from  any  frtrtner  reforms 
of  occonomy,  improvements,  &c.)  But  on 
«»y  seeing  Mr.  Pitt,  ere  I  lefl  town  to  pre- 
pare for  the  first  trial,  and  his  mention- 
ing the  Coal  Tax  was  to  be  given  up,  I 
took  the  liberty  of  recommending  the  Post 
Tax  in  its  room,  pledged  myself  fbr  the 
success  of  the  plan,  and  sent  Mr.  Pitt  the 
■ecessary  papers ;  it  was  adopted,  and  the 
expected  improvement  to  be  given  with 
it  rendered  it  not  unpopular.  The  1500/. 
a-year  Mr,  Pitt  is  so  good  as  to  propose,  is 
a  noble  offer ;  yet  you  are  sensible,  as  I 
must  now  remove  my  family  to  London, 
I  cannot  live  there,  with  the  increased  ex- 
pe&ce  such  an  office  mnii  create  tome,  for 


**  Gonsistiftg  ift  the  addition  of  96,000/. 
''to  150,000/.  which  WIS  the  average 
"  amount   of  the    Post  Office  Avenue 

a  guinea  less.  My  per-centage  therefore, 
on  every  other  object  of  reform  or  im- 
provement mentioned  in  my  letter,  I  under- 
stand from  Mr.  Pitt  will  be  folly  secured 
to  me.  I  do  not  know  a  fairer  way  of 
rating  this,  than  by  taking  an  average  net 
yearly  profit  on  the  ten  years  prior  to  th© 
tax  being  laid,  then  see  what  suidition  the 
year's  tax  has  made,  suppose  80,000/.  or 
100,000/.  or  whatever  it  may  be,  add  that 
to  the  other  averaged  net  profit,  and  my 
per-centage  to  be  reckoned  on  the  fur- 
ther increased  net  revenue  beyond  that 
sum.  In  regard  to  my  three  years  expen-' 
ces  up  to  this  time,  for  I  first  came  to 
town  on  it  in  October  1782, 1  would  sub- 
mit to  Mr.  Pitt,  whether  the  simplest  and 
fairest  way  of  settling  it  would  not  be  Aus  ; 
I  now  owe  to  Mr.  Cam,  and  some  bills  I 
have  put  off  the  payment  of,  above  4O00L 
more  than  I  did  in  October,  1782  ;  the 
receipts  of  my  theatres  indeed  being  les- 
sened form  a  part  of  it,  but  I  impute  that 
to  my  want  of  attention  to  them,  as  other 
amusements  in  Bath,  since  the  peace,  have 
been  more  profitable  than  during  the  war. 
My  family  expences  have  been  the  same  as 
usual,  or  rather  less,  except  from  this  last 
severe  illness  of  Mrs.  PalmePs.  Mr.  Pitt 
therefore  would  not  think  it  right  that  I 
should  be  a  poorer  man  now  than  I  was 
at  that  time.  Let  my  salary  therefore 
commence  from  October  1782,  when  I 
was  first  employed,  and  that  be  considered 
as  the  payment  of  all  my  expences,  which 
have  been  enormous,  and  I  then  receive 
nothing  for  my  trouble,  kc.  As  these  ex- 
pences have  been  incurred  on  account  of 
the  Post  Office,  it  will  of  course  be  paid 
from  thence.  .  Mr.  Pitt  will  not  object  to* 
my  travelling  expences  being  paid  me  for 
the  next  two  or  three  years,  as  I  must, 
during  that  time,  visit  every  office  in  -^e 
kingdom,  inspect  minutely  mto  them,  and 
settle  correctly  all  necessary  regulations, 
besides  establishing  the  remainder  of  the 
General  and  Cross  Posts,  and  adding  new 
ones  ;  as  these  ex|)ences  would  swallow  * 
up  my  salary,  and  the  profits  on  the  per- 
centage can  increase  only  by  degrees. 
Mr.  Pitt  is  sensible  of  the  trouble  ahd 
anxiety  I  have  had,  that  I  have  a  great 
deal  yet  to  do,  and  the  constant  attention 
it  wiu  require  to  make  and  keep  the  phm 
perfect,  and  the  great  benefit  it  is  to  the 
country ;  and  Will,  I  am  dure,  think  it  Just 
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^  at  that  timt,  making  together  an  aggre- 
'*  gate  of  240^000/.,  on  the  excess  of  whloh 
•*  the  per-centage  was  to  commence^  in-^ 
'*  steaa  of  the  prevkms  actni^  Rercnue 

that  my  profits  should  be  such  as  to  set 
me  above  temptation,  and  enable  me  to 
lay  by  a  good  fortune  for  my  family.  I 
trust  therefore  to  his  generosity,  that  if 
they  should  be  deprivea  of  me  ere  I  have 
efiected  it,  he  will  recommend  a  proper 
provision  for  them,  as  a  reward  for'  atiy 
good  I  may  have  be^n  an  instrument  of 
his  giving  to  the  country. 

Cm  qfa  Letter  Jrtm  the  H(m.  J.  J.  Peatt 
to  Mr.  Palm£iu— Brighthelmstone,  Oct. 
^4th  1785. — ^Dear  Palmer  ;  I  gave  Pitt 
your  letter ;  and  I  think  thotfgh  he  does  not 
Quite  allow  all  you  mention  to  be  a  fair 
demand,  that  you  have  reason  to  be  satis- 
fied with  what  he  seems  willing  to  grant ; 
he  likes  your  proposal  for  drawing  the 
average  of  the  net  revenue  of  the  rost- 
Office  fpr  ten  years ;  and  afterwards  ad- 
.   ding  the  tax^  and  giving  the  two  and  a  half 

ST-cent.  upon  the  surplus  as  you  state  it. 
e  seems  vrilling  to  allow  that  yotir  salary 
of  1 5001.  a  year  should  commence  when  he 
came  into  office  last,  which  is  now  very 
near  two  ye^rs,  and  he  is  certainly  not 
accountable  for  any  delay  prior  to  that 
period ;  and  this  I  own  I  think  a  very 
handsome  offer.    With  regard  to  your  ex- 
pences  being  paid  after  your  salary  is  fixt, 
if  you  remember,  I  told  you  you  would  find 
some  difficulty  in  carrymg  that  point,  and 
I  think  it  cannot  be  given,  for  in  your  first 
proposal  the  2|  per-ccnt.  was  to  cover  your 
eniences,  which  would  only  be  consider- 
able for  the  first  year  or  two,  and  the  im- 
provement  on  the  revenue  would  amply  pay 
you.    The  present  settlement  is  only  a 
modification  of  your  first  proposal,  and  I 
think  fairly  takes  in  that  part  of  it     I  dare 
say  you  will  find  no  difficulty  in  having 
it  secured  to  your  family,  if^  any  thing 
should  happen  to  you.  This  business  seems 
now  to  be  drawn  to  a  conolusioni     I  own, 
ss  far  as  I  have  been  concerned,  I  cannot 
think  of  pressing  any  thing  more.    The 
oftr  in  my  opinion  is  liberal,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  been  explained  still 
inore  so.    You  will  be  to  consider  whether 
it  will  satisfy  you.     Pitt  seems  to  think 
that  the  appointment  should  be  such'  as 
to  lecure  you  a^nst  any  change  of  ad-' 
toinistration.    He  goes  to  town  on  Wed- 
^**8day,  and  I  think  if  you  were  to  call  or 
send,  he  would  very  likely  see  you ;  but 
'tf  ytAi  should  not  see  him  theh^  he  comes 


<«of  150,000/.  as  originmlly  propoi^d,^ 
The  Evidence  on  this  is  equaUv  clear: 
the  origmal  terms  acceded  to  by  the  minis* 
ter  were  '*  That  Mr.  Palmer  was  to  hav« 


to  rtay  the  beginning  of  pext  week.    I  am 
sincerely  yours,  /.  J.  Pratt. 

Qipy  qfa  Letter fimi  Mr.  Palm£1i/o  th^ 
ft.  flo». Wm. Pitt;  triJOec.  1785.— SiB5— 
1  am  much  obliged  to  you  lor  your  kind 
declaration  of  yesterday  by  Mr*  Pratt.  , 
Mr.  Attorney  General  is  so  good  as  to  give 
you  this  from  me.  He  sees  very  clearly 
the  necessity  I  eVery  day  feel  more  and 
more  of  my  appointment  being  immediate- 
ly made  out.  I  cannot  too  strongly  ex* 
press  my  obligations  to  you,  for  your  wishes 
to  give  me  every  power  the  law  will  admit 
of.  Whatever  manner  you  determine,  sir, 
to  have  it  done  in  for  the  present,  will  be 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  me ;  but  unless 
It  is  considered  as  a  permanent  one,  and 
if  the  Post  Office  can  entertain  a  hop* 
that  any  art»  of  theirs  may  overturn  it,  I 
am  ruined.  I  have  the  honovir  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obediesit  jiumble  servant, 

J.  Palmer. 

Copy  qfMr.  Palmcr's  Letter  to  Rt,  Hon. 
Wm.  Pitt. — General  Post  Office,  Dec. 
30,  1788. — Sir  ; — I  should  not  have  trou- 
bled you  in  the  present  situation  of  public 
afihirs,  but  from  the  extr^ine  inconveni- 
ence I  experience  in  my  arrears  not  being 
paid  Op,  and  the  anxiety  I  feel  to  have  my 
emoluments  finally  settled  by  you,  under 
whose  ehcouragement  and  sanction  I  had 
the  honour  to  commence,  and  have  per- 
fected my  undertaking  fer  the  improv^ 
ment  of  the  Posts.  I  believe  it  is  utt^. 
necessary  to  repeat  my  engagements ;  but 
lest  it  should  have  escaped  your  me^ 
mory,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that,  if  I 
succeeded,  Iwas  to  have  8/.  10s.  per  cent,  on 
^e  future  enoreased  revenue  of  the  Post 
Office  for  my  life  firom  its  commence- 
ment, ahd'to  be  paid  for  my  expences  and 
trouble  from  the  titne  I  was  first  employed, 
till  the  plan  was  suflered  to  be  carried  into 
execution.  'This  sutnwas  to  include  ray 
salary  for  every  dtrty  df  office,  toy  trave- 
ling expences,  &c.  A  subsequent  engage 
ment  was  afterwards  acceded  to  on  my 
part,  with  a  view  only  to  my  being  estae- 
lished  in  the  office,  and  getting  possession 
of  such  powers  and  authority  over  its  of- 
cers,'  as  could  alone  enable  me  to  pro- 
ceed with  efiect.  In  this  settlement,  1  re- 
peat^ly  requested  of  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral, tnat  1  itiight  be  allowed  to  take  my 
appointmentJorihe  presenkwith  its  powers 
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2\  per  cent  for  his  life  from  the  com- 
mencement of  hit  Plan,  if  it  succeeded  ; 
bat  not  a  shilling  in  the  eTent  of  failure/' 


only,  and  without  any  emolumeBt  what- 
ever.   This  proposal  not  being  agreeable 
to  their  locdshifM,  and  as  they  .did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  mode  of  payment  partly  by 
a  salary  of  1,500/.  per  year,  and  partly 
by  a  per-centage,  they  comnisrioned  me 
to  propose  to  you,  sir,  as  a  final  settlement 
of  the  business,  to  wave  my  cUims  to  the 
per-centage  altogether,  and  to  receive  a 
salary  of  3,000/.  per  year  certain.    But 
you,  considering  the  mode  of  payment  eri- 
ginally  settled  by  a  per-centage,  as  the 
best  security  for  the  public  accommoda- 
tion and  the  revenue,  I  agreed  for  the  pre- 
sent to  take  my  office  in  any  manner  the 
Postmaster  General  might  tnink  proper; 
at  the  same  time  declaring,  I  should  not 
desire  to  hold  my  appointment  if  I  did  not 
fully  succeed  in  performing  all  my  en- 
gagements with  you;  and  if  I  did,  I  hoped 
those  entered  into  with  me  would  be  equal- 
ly regarded  ;  which  you  was  so  good  as  to 
promise  me  should  be  fulfilled  when  I  had 
completed  my  plan,  and  should  come  for- 
ward with  my  claims.     I  have  the  happi- 
ness to  understand,  sir,  that  my  conduct 
in  this  business  has  met  your  approbation; 
and  I  take  the  liberty  to  observe,  for  your 
further  satisfaction,  that  the  contracts  for 
the  conveyance   of  the  mails,  are  now 
made  at  20,000/.  per  ann.  less  than  I  ori- 
ginally proposed  and  engaged  for ;  that  I 
have  likewise  exceeded  my  promise  in  the 
rate  of  speed,  the  regularity  and  extension 
of  the  posts  throush  the  whole  kingdom  ; 
and  that  particularly  to  the  city  w  Lon- 
don, the  early  and  regular  delivery  of  the 
letteilB  is  far  beyond  my  promise,  or  the 
expectatiojit>f  the  most  sanguine  of  my 
friends,  and  even  at  this  unfavourable  sea- 
son.   I  beg  leave  therefore,  sir,  to  express 
my  hopes  that  you  will  order  a  payment 
of  such  sum  as  you  may  think  just  tor  my 
time  and  trouble,  from  October  1782  to  1st 
August  1784«  when  my  plan  was  first  car- 
riedinto  execution ;    that  an  average  be 
struck  of  the  neit  Revenue  of  the  Office 
up  to  that  time,  and  that  a  sum  equal  to 
2/.  lOt.  per  cejit.  on  its  increased  annual  Re- 
venue be  paid  me,  which  is  to  include  my 
salary,  all  travelling  expences,  &c.  what- 
ever sums  I  have  received  from  the  Office 
to  be  deducted  from  this  account.    That 
in  future  a  sum  be  paid  me  quarterly,  in  a 
proportion  within  the    soppeaed    yearly 
amount  of  my  per-centage^  and  tfaye  ba- 
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This  low  per-centage  was  to  include  every 
object  from  which  the  improved  Revenue 
might  arise  ;  and,  indeed,  it  was  a  leading 


lance  to  be  paid  me  every  year  on  set- 
tling the  accounts  in  the  April  quarter. 
I  taSe  the  liberty,  sir,  likewise  to  propose 
for  your  consideration,  whether  the  juster 
as  well  as  simpler  mode  of   regulating 
the  accounts,  and  fixing  the  sum  from 
which  my  per-centage  is  to  commence, 
will  not    be   by  first  stating  the  groaa 
produce  of  the  British  and  Foreign  post* 
age,  and  then  deducting  from  it  the  Post- 
master's salaries,  payment  for  conveyance 
of  the  Mails  either  by  horse  or  carriage, 
for  guards,  and  for  dead  and  missent  let- 
ters, and  the  per-centage  to  commcsice  oi| 
the  nett  Revenue  after  these  deductions, 
as  they  are  the  only  charges  under  my 
controul ;  and  I  ought  not  to  be  benefited 
or  injured  by  an  increase  or  decrease  of 
expence  that  does  not  form  a  part  of  my 
plans,  and  which  I  cannot  check.     I  hopcw 
Sir,  it  may  not  be  imputed  a  vanity  in  me 
to  mention,  that  though  Mr.  Allen  (as  ap- 
pears by  his  narrative)  derived  upwards  of 
12,000/.  per  year  from  his  yery  partial 
improvements  of  the  Cross  Posts  only,  the 
regulations  I  have  introduced,  independent 
of  their  effect  on  the  General  Posts  througlv- 
out  the  country,  have  increased  that  par- 
ticular branch  of  the  Revenue  more  in  the 
course  of  two  years,  than'  he  did  during 
the  whole  forty  years  he  farmed  the  same. 
It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  I  have 
long  since  had   in  contemplation  various 
other  plans,  which  I  conceive  to  be  of  the 
greatest  consequence  to  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  kingdom,  and  more  particu- 
larly of  the  metropolis  and  its  neiKhbour- 
hood,  which  I  should  ere  now  have  digested 
and  carried  into  execution,  had  the  settle- 
ment of  my  affairs  lefi  my  mind  sufficients 
ly  at  ease,  for  that  .purpose.     I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.  J.  P. 

{d)  Extracijrom  Mr.  Vrrr's  Evidence. — 
[Report,  p.  26,  27.]  Was  a  proposal  on 
the  part  of  Mr  Palmer,  for  the  impro?e- 
ment  of  the  Posts,  and  more  expeditioos 
conveyance  6f  the  Mails,  submitted  to  you 
in  1784? — ^To  the  best  of  my  recollec- 
tion ijt  was :  the  subject  had  been  before 
mentioned,  I  believe  in  1782,  and  was 
brought  forward  again  in  1784. — Do  you 
recollect  generally  what  answer  you  gave 
to  this  Proposal,  afler  having  conadered 
it? — No  answer  was  given,  that  I  recollect, 
in  writing,  and  the  subject  was  repeatedly 
discussed  at  different   times.     I  capnol 
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feature  in  the  Plan,  that  the  great  adran- 
taget  which  the  public  and  commerce 
were  lo  derive,  would  justify  an  increase 
of  Postage,  which  otherwise  could  not 
hare  been  laid  with  e^ct.  I  believe  it 
Biay  be  in  t(ie  recollection  of  many  gentle- 
men present,  that  previous  to  this  Plan, 
notwithstanding  the  penalty  attached,  a 
great  part  of  the  correspondence  of  the 
country  was  carried  on  by  coaches  and  other 
means,  to  avoid  the  tedious  and  insecure 
conveyance  by  the  post.  Mr.  Palmer,  in 
the  first  instance,  proposed  to  the  minister 
an  increased  Postage  m  lieu  of  an  intended 
Tax  on  Coals«  and  pledged  himself  for  its 
being  productive.  When  it  was  found 
Decenary  to  give  him  an  appointment  in 
the  Office  to  superintend  his  Plan,  this 
nominal  salary  of  1,500/.  a  year  was  given 
him  in  lieu  of  his  per-centage  on  00,000/. 
beine  the  estimated  produce  of  this  Tax, 
whi<m  was  added  to  the  previous  revenue 
of  150,000/.  making  240,000/.  before  his 
per-centage  commenced.  The  per-cent- 
age on  9W00  L  would  have  been  2,230/. ; 
therefore,  the  1,500/*  a  year  was  in  foct 

therefore  at  this  distance*of  time  undertake 
to  give  any  account  of  any  one  specific 
answer,  but  the  general  result  ot  what 
passed  I  conceived  to  have  been,  that  the 
tenns  of  Mr.  Palmer's  Proposal  appeared 
to  me  to  be  fair  and  rea8onad>le,  and  that 
I  was  desirous  of  carrying  it  into  execu- 
don,  conceiving  it  would  be  of  great  pub- 
lic benefit ;  the  outline  of  those  terms,  as 
proposed  in  17  84, 1  believe  was,  that  Mr. 
Palmer  should  have  some  appointment  for 
life,  to  superintend  the  execution  of  his 
proposal,  with  an  allowance  annexed  to 
that  appointment  of  2/.  lOt.  per  cent  on  the 
mnount  of  the  increase  which  it  might 
produce  in  the  Revenue*  The  appoint- 
ment which  tod^  P^^^^  afterwards,  I  be- 
lieve in  1786,  di&red  from  that  which 
had  been  in  contemplation,  and  which 
I  had  originally  intended  to  have  acced- 
ed to;  the  di&rence  was  in  consequence 
of  legal  objections  arising  frcmi  the  Post 
Office  Act. — Under  sucn  an  appoint- 
ment for  Ufe,  as  you  have  described  to 
have  been  originally  intended,  do  you 
conceive  the  eiyoyment  of  it  could  de- 
pend on  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the 
Postmaster    General? — It    such    an  ap- 

Kintment  had  taken  place,  and  could 
legally  carried  into  eflfect,  the  enjoy- 
ment of  it  certainly  could  not  depend  on 
the  will  "and  pleasure  of  the  Postmaster 
Ganeial ;  and  s«ch  anq>poiQtment»  I  con- 


750/.  less  than  the  original  agreement 
But,  Mr.  Palmer  was  so  satisfied  of  the 
ultimate  advantages  he  should  procure  for 
his  family,  that  he  expressed  himself  con- 
tented with  this  airan^ement,  as  settled  by 
lord  Camden's  letter,  m  which  he  tells  Mr. 
Palmer,  that  he  is  to  look  to  his  growing 
per-centage  as  an  ample  payment  for  his 
trouble  and  expence  \  and  that  in  case  of 
any  accident  to  himself  no  doubt  a  provi- 
sion would  be  made  for  his  family.  [Vide 
note  (c)]  The  Committee  next  observe, 
*'  That  the  draft  of  an  appointment  for 
**  life,  with  the  specified  salary  and  per- 
'*  centage  according  to  amement,  was 
*•  made  out,  but  not  confirmed,  to  Mr. 
•*  Palmer,  in  consequence  of  certain  legal 
"  objections,  arising  from  the  Act  of  0th 
**  of  Queen  Anne,  establishing  the  Post- 
**  Office  ;  but  that  Mr.  Palmer  having  a^ 
''  this  time  partly  executed  his  plan,  a 
"  temporary  appomtment  was  made  out  to 
''  enable  him  to  proceed  with  it."  This^ 
I  think,  cannot  be  disputed  ;  the  Draft  of 
the  intended  Appointment  being  in  the 
Evidence,  (e);  and  Mr.  Pitt's  testimony,' 


ceive,  could   have  been  vacated  on   no 

Sounds  but  such  as  would,  by  process  of 
w,  vacate  any  other  appointment  for 
life  made  by  competent  authority. — ^By 
whose  authority  was  the  draft  of  the  on- 
ginal  warrant  made,  to  which  the  legU 
objecting  was  made  ?'  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve, that  it  was  drawn  up  in  consequence 
of  difierent  discussions  on  the  subject, 
probably  in  consequence  of  suggestions 
from  ^fr.  Palmer;  but  I  ratherbelieve 
prepared  at  the*  Treasury,  or  by  directions 
firom  thence,  and  communicated  to  the 
Attorney  General,  though  there  is  no  trace 
that  I  know  of  for  preparing  it,  or  for  a  re- 
ference to  the  Attorney  General. 

(e)  Drfrfi  qf  a  Commission  ;  being  the 
uuended  Appointment  sou  firom  the  Treatury 
to  the  Attorney  General.  [Report,  p.  43.] 
Whereas  it  has  been  represented  unto  us, 
that^  the  appointment  of  a  fit  and  proper 
person,  to  be  Comptroller  and  Surveyor 
General  of  the  Revenues  of  our  Post-omce 
in  Great  Britain,  will  greatly  contribute  to 
the  advancement  of  the  same  :  and  where- 
as John  Palmer  has  been  recommended 
unto  us  for  that  purpose,  he  having  in- 
vented, and  partly  carried  into  execution, 
a  Plan  for  extending  and  improving  the 
Posts,  and  for  the  more  safe,  expeditious, 
and  regular  conveyance  of  the  Mails  with- 
in our  said  kingdom  ;  which  has  already 
proved  highly  beneficial  to  the  trade  and 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


187] 


PARL.  DEBAl'ES,  May  12,  1808.— iWr.  Pahntt^s  Claim. 


[188 


"  that  it  was  drawn  up  in  consequence  of 
the  conversations  that  had  passed,  and 
would  have  been  carried  into  effect  but 
for  these  legal  objections.**  [vide  (rf)] — 
The  Report  goes  on  to  state,  "  That  a 
*'  subseauent  appointment,  dated  the  11  th 
^  day  ot  Sept.  1789,  was  granted  to  Mr. 
*'  Palmer,  under  the  Postmaster  General ; 
*^  by  which  Mr.  Palmer  was  constituted 
*'  Surveyor  und  Comptroller  General  of 
"  the  Post  Office,  with  a  salary  of  1,500/. 
*'  per  annum,  and  an  allowance  of  2/.  10^. 
''  per  centum,  on  the  future  net  increased 
**  annual  revenue  beyond  the  sum  of 
**  240,000/. ;  subjectto  a  proviso^  tiiiat  such 
"  per-centage  should  not  be  affected,  on 
«*^the  one  hand,  by  any  future  grants  or 
"  pensions  charged  .  on  the  Post-Office 
*'  revenue,  nor  on  the  other  hand,  by  addi- 
*'  tion  rates  of  postage,  or  by  any  diminu- 
"  tion  or  increase  in  the  packet  expend i- 
"  ture ;  and  which  salary  atid  per-centage 

commerce  thereof;  we  do  therefore  ap- 
point him,  for  and  during  his  life,  Surveyor 
and  Comptroller  General  of  the  Genera! 
Post-OflSce  of  Great  Britain^  with  all  its 
connections  and  dependencies  of  postmas- 
ters, contractors,  deputies,  accomptants^ 
comptrollers,  alt  surveyors,  clerks,  soiters, 
window  men,  letter  rcoeivers,carriers,  m^s- 
^engers,  and  other  officers  and  servants 
.  thereunto  belonging  ;  giving  and  hereby 
granting,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
to  (iie  said  John  Palmer,  full  powef  and  au- 
thority to  suspend  any  such  officer9  or 
servants  for  neglect  of  duty,  or  of  such 
instructions  or  directions  as  they  have 
already  received,  or  shall  hereafter  re- 
ceive, from  our  Postmaster  General  or  the 
said  John  Palmer,  for  the  above  purposes, 
as  well  as  for  the  better  conducting  the 
business  of  the  said  office.  And  in  order 
to  a  due  and  strict  examination  of  all  e^- 
fences  incurred  in  the  management  of  die 
said  revenues,  it  is  our  will  and  pleasure!, 
^at  no  bills  whatever  respecting  the  same 
shall  be  paid,  till  they  are  examined  and 
signed  by  the  said  John  Palmer  or  his 
deputy,  who  are  hereby  authorized  and 
reauired  to  call  for  suck  accompli,  and 
order  the  same  before  ^em,  from  time  to 
time,  when  they  shall  judge  itnecessary. 
And  we  having  taken  into  our  royal  con- 
sideration, the  good  and  faithful  services  of 
the  said  John  Palmer,  for  the  advance- 
ment of  our  revenue,  and  the  advantage 
of  the  commerce  and  manufactories  of  our 
kingdom  of  Great  Britam,  by  greatly 
accelerating  the  conveyance  of  our  maik 


"  were  directed  to  take  place,  and  be  com- 
''  puted,  from  the  2d  day  of  August  1 784, 
"  when  the  execution  of  the  Plan  first  took 
"  place."  Now,  sir,  I  think  the  h6use 
must  allow,  that  Mr.  Palmfer  havibff  made 
the  original  Agreement,  so  fully  perlbrmecf 
on  his  part,  he  would  not  voluntarily  have 
accepted  this  subsequent  Appointment,  so 
inferior  both  in  powers  and  profits.  But, 
how  was  he  situated,  in  consequence  of  the!' 
legal  objection  to  his  original  appoint- 
ment, on  the  faith  of  which  he  had  undeN 
taken,  and  partly  exiecuted  his  Plan,  and 
which  objection  mig'ht  have  been  removed 
by  a  new  act  of  parliament  ?  Mr.  Palmer, 
to  prevent  the  utter  ruin  of  hfe  Plan  by 
the  delay  and  the  inveterate  opposition  it 
met  with,  accepted  a  temporary  appoint- 
ment from  the  Treasury  to  enable  him  to 
proceed  in  the  execution  of  it^  leaving  the 
final  settlement  till  he  had  compleatly 
ftilfilled  his  engagement,  (/) ;  and^it  was 

and  packets,  are  also  graciou^y  pleased, 
as  well  as  a  rewiard  for  such  services;  as  to 
encourage  him  to  continue  hk  exertions 
for  furthering  the  same,  to  give  and  grant 
for  us,  our  neirs  and  successors,  to  the 
said  John  Palmer,  an  Annual  l^lary  of 
1 500  /.  to  be  paid  to  him  without  deduction 
or  abatement  of  any  sort,  out  of  tho 
revenues  of  our  said  Post-Office  ;  togetiber 
with  a  further  Allowance  of  such  sum  of 
money,  annually,  as  shall  be  equal  to  2* 
per  cent,  on  the  Surplus  of  the  sa^  Reve- 
nues, on  making  up  the  accompts,  at  over 
and  above  the  sura  of  /.  which  ac- 

compts it  is  our  will  and  pleasure  rfiaH 
contmue  to  be  made  up,  and  the  balance 
struck  in  the  same  manner  as  at  present, 
in  which,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  no 
additional  pension  or  charge  on  the  said 
revenue  of  the  General  Ppst  Office  shall  be 
included,  as  a  deduction  from  the  net  reve- 
nue on  which  the  said  per-centage  shall  be 
calculated,  except  for  salaries  and  cx- 
pences  actually  incurred  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  same. 

(/)  Extract fivm  Mr.  PALMfik's  Eddeoch: 
(Report,  p.  3.] — How  long  did  that  dtgec- 
tion  of  tne  Attorney  General  impede  the 

proposed  appointment  ?     About  d  year 

When  was  any  thing  more  done  in  this 
matter?  In  17d6.— What  todk  place 
then?  I  found  it  so  necessary  to  take 
some  kind  of  appointment,  to  give  me  n 

fower  for  the  further  establishmqfit  of  my 
Ian,  and  Improvement  of  the  Posts  in 
Scotland,  that  I  desirfed  for  the  present 
they  would  give  me  an'appdimtnent  ih 
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not  nntil  the  year  l7Sd>  after  the  Report 
of  the  Cbmmissioiiers  of  Enquiry  to  strong- 
ly in  his  ihvonr,  and  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
entreating  the  fblfilment  of  his  ortgina) 
Agreement,  that  he  at  last  received  this 
Appointment,  when  the  arrearR  of  salary 
and  per-centage  were  paid  up  i^er  about 
seven  years  delay,  [ride  (*)  ]  The  diffe- 
rence betweeen  the  Appointment  of  17B9 
and  the  original  one  was  this :  the  original 
Appointment  was  to  have  been  held  tor 
lite,  independant  of  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, giving  Mr.  Pahner  his  low  per-centage 
on  the  improved  revenue  withont  any 
restriction  whatever,  [vide  (t)]  The 
subsequent  Appointment  precluded  Mr. 
Palmer  his  ^r-centage  on  the  future 
encreased  postage,  which  the  merits 
of  his  Plan  might  enable  government 
to  lay ;  atod,  instead  of  being  for  life, 
under  the  crown  only,  was  made  out 
during  pleasure,  and  under  the  Postmaster 
General.^- Now,  sir,  I  appeal  to  this 
house,  if  it  was  possible  that  Mr.  Palmer 
would  have  incurred  all  this  trouble,  anx- 
iety, hazard,  and  expence,  to  place  him- 
self at  last  in  the  power  of  his  opponents, 
ot  at  the  mercy  of  anjr  administration 
who  might  wish  to  get  nd  of  a  projector 
afWr  having  secur^  the  benefits  of  his 
Plan  ?  But,  Mr.  Pahner,  unfortunately  for 
himself,  acted  wih  too  little  reserve  at  the 
outset ;  judging  of  the  integrity  of  the 
government  oy  his  own,  having  tftade  the 
Agreement,  he  at  once  laid  himsehfotien 


any  way  whatever  as  to  profits,  so  as  it 
gave  me  any  power  to  proceed  with  my 
plan  ;  when  an  appointment  wan  given 
me,  Mr.  Pitt  assuring  me  at  the  same  time, 
that  my  agreement  should  in  every  re- 
spect b<^  completed  to  my  satisfaction^ 

{jg)  Extract  firm  Mr.  Pa£M£A^s  Eoidenqt. 
[Report,  p.  5,  6.] — About  the  period  of 
the  Appointment  of  the  1 1th  September 
1 789,  had  you  any  conversation  with.  Mr. 
Pitt,  relative  to  the  p^r#ers  that  appoint- 
ment conveyed  to  roh  under  the  Pestmav- 
ter  General  ?  t  ami^s  expressed  my  ^ 
prehensions  to  Mr.  Pitt  of  t^e  pdsMble 
interference  of  the  PostAiafrtet*  General; 
and  the  ill  consequences  that  might  font>w 
both  to  the  plan,  myself,  and  the  public, 
should  it  pr^ve  so,  frotn  the  Want  of  those 
powers  agreed  to  be  giv^n  me  in  the 
commission  of  1785.  Mr.  Pitt  assufed  me, 
I  need  entertain  no  apprehensions  on  that 
score,  and  that  my  agreement  was  eqMil- 
ly  valid,  as  if  sanctioned  by  an  act  of 
parliament. — ^At  the  time  of  your  appoint- 


to  his  employers^  merely  askhig  the  meces- 
sary  powers  to  fblfil  it  on  his  part,  relying 
on  their  good  £aith  for  a  similar  cononct. 
On  receiving  this  subsequent  appointment 
aiiter  the  cmnpleat  execution  oi  his  Plan ; 
too  late  to  enforce  his  original  terms,  he 
could  only  complain  of  the  fkilure  on  their 
part,  and  express  his  apprehension  for  the 
consequence.  Hiis  apprehension  waa  re« 
lieved  by  the  assurance  of  Mr.  Pitt,  that 
he  should  not  be  interfered  with,  that 
though  nominally  undef  the  Postmaster 
General,  he  was  virtually  under  the  Trea- 
sury, who  would  always  protect  him  in  tha 
cooduct  of  bis  Pkou  s^nd  that  his  agree«> 
ment  was  equally  valid  as  if  secured  by  an 
act  of  parliament  (g) — ^The  Report  con- 
tinues to  observe,  '<  That  Mr.  Palmer 
"was  paid  his  specified  salary  and 
"  per-centage,  from  2d  day  of  August 
"  1784,  up  to  the  5th  day  of  April  17PS, 
"  according  to  the  aforesaid  directions  and 
"  provisions  of  the  said  Appointment  of 
"  the  nth  day  of  Sept.  1789."  This,  sir, 
is  the  Appointment  imder  which  the  Com** 
mittee  recommend  Mr.  Pahner  to  be  jpaid> 
not  amounting  to  the  half  of  that  original 
Agmeement,  which  they  declare  him  to 
have  substantiated,  and  of  which  it  waa 
the  Opinion  of  the  most  eminent  Counsel 
upon  this  Evidence,  that  a  court  of  law 
would  have  <H>1a[ipelled  a  specific  perform- 
ance, had  the  bargain  been  made  with  an 
individual  instead  of  the  government  of  the 
country ;  (A)-»-The  next  Observation  states^ 


ment  of  the  11th  September  1789  being 
made  out,  did  Mr.  Pitt  give  you  any  as* 
surances,  of  the  protection  of  the  Board 
of  Treasury  against  any  controui  or  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral ?— 4  was  assured  by  Mr.  Pitt,  that  I 
dhKHild  feel  myself  equally  protected  by 
the  Treasury,  as  if  the  Commission  in  Oc-» 
tober  1785  had  been  carried  into  execu* 
tion ;  and  there  was  little  probability  of 
any  interference  to  the  pr^udice  of  my 
plan. — Did  you  ever  consider  yourself 
sn  acting  under  the  controui  of  the  Post- 
master General  ?' — ^No ;  upon  all  occasions* 
whetre  any  directions  of  theirs  were  not 
prejudicial  to  the  public  service,  I  acted 
agi-eeably  to  their  wishes ;  vrhen  1  thought 
otherwise,  I  resisted  their  commands,  and 
asserted  my  independence  of  their  power 
or  authority,  and  that  I  held  ttiy  office 
agreeably  to  my  ctHnmission  of  17S5,  and 
virtually  under  the  Treaauty. 

(A)  wlNtoH  of  (ktmrnd  mi  the  lEvidenct 
repomdhya  Commiitu qf  the  Hmae  tf  Caii^ 
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"  That  the  salary  of  1500  /.  a  year  having 
'*  orimnally  been  accepted  as  a  commuta- 
*'  tion  for  per-centage»  is  not  to  be  consi- 
"  dered  as  implying  the  discharge  of  ofl5- 
''  cial  duties^  and  liable  to  be  discontinued 
'*  with  a  discontinuance  of  those  duties  ; 
^  but  to  have  been  granted  to  Mr.  Palmer^ 
*'  together  with  his  per-centage  on  the 
"  Post-Office  revenue  beyond  240,000/.  as 
*'  a  fair  and  reasonable  compensation  for 
'^  his  invention,  and  his  risk  and  trouble  in 
'*  carrying  his  Plan  into  effect ;  and  that 
^  the  advantages  arising  from  it,  which 
'*  have  enabled  government  considerably 
**  to  increase  the  postage  of  letters,  agree- 
'*  ably  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  his 
**  original  Plan,  are  permanent  to  the 
"  public ;   but  Mr.  Palmer's  advantages 

mon$,  as  to  tlie  Agreement  made  with  Mr. 
Palmer^  the  Reform  and  Improvement 
qf  the  Post' Office  and  its  Revenue,  and  as 
to  his  Suspension. — We  have  perused  the 
evidence  contained  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the 
agreement  made  with  Mr.  Palmer,  for  the 
retbrm  and  improvement  of  the  Post  Office, 
&c.  and  we  are  of  opinion,  that  by  that 
evidence,  the  agreement,  as  insisted  upon 
by  Mr.  Palmer,  is  proved  ;  by  which  as 
was  originally  made,  Mr.  Palmer  would 
have  been  entitled  to  tiie  per-centage 
upon  the  increase  of  the  then  net  revenue 
of  the  Post- Office  ;  and  that  by  the  agrees 
ment  as  after  modified,  he  was  entitled  to 
1500/.  a  year,  and  a  per-centage  upon 
the  net  revenue  exceeding  240,000/.  a 
vear.  And  we  are  of  opinion,  that  Mr. 
t^almer  has  fully  performed  his  part  of  the 
agreement,  much  to  the  advantage  of  the 
public.  We  are  also  of  opinion,  Twbich  is 
indeed  impossible  to  doubt)  that  if  a 
patent  had  been  granted  to  Mr.  Palmer 
as  originally  intended,  nothing  which  has 
since  passed  could  have  deprived  him  of 
the  benefit  of  his  agreement :  because  all 
that  is  imputed  now  to  Mr.  Palmer  arises 
from  misunderstandings  and  disputes  be 
tween  the  Postmaster  General  and  him, 
and  which  could  never  have  existed  if  a 
patent  had  been  granted  to  him  as  origi- 
nally intended,  under  which  he  would  not 
have  been  in  any  respect  dependant  on  the 
Postmaster  General.  We  are  also  of  opi- 
nion, that  though  by  the  appointment  which 
was  granted  to  Mr.  Palmer,  different  from 
that  originally  intended,  he  was  made  sub- 
ject to  the  controul  of  the  Postmaster  (Ge- 
neral, (because  by  the  constitution  of  the 
Post  Office,  as  established  by  actof  parlia- 


'*  must  terminate  with  his  life."  This  ii 
merely  the  deduction  from  a  former  Ob- 
servation relative  to  tKe  commutation  of 
the  per-centage  on  the  tax  estimated  at 
90,000/.  by  which  ^L•.  Palmer  was  a  loser 
of  750/.perann.  as  I  have  already  explained. 
— ^The  Committee  further  observe, "  That  if 
"  the  appointment,  originally  promised  to 
"  Mr.  Palmer,  and  upon  the  faith  of  which 
''he  stated  himself  to  have  undertakai 
*'  the  full  execution  of  his  Plan,  had  been 
"  carried  into  effect,  the  causes  which  led 
"  to  his  suspension  could  not  have  occurred, 
"  as  he  would  then  have  been  free  from  the 
''  controul,  and  independant  of  the  Post- 
''  masters  general.  And,  that  Mr.  Palmer 
«'  appears,  in  all  his  arrangements,  to  have 
"  paid  great  attention  to  economy  as  well 


ment,  no  patent  could  be  granted  to  him, 
by  which  he  was  to  act  independantly  of 
the  Postmaster  General)  yet  there  is  no- 
thing in  the  above-mentioned  evidence 
which  ought  to  deprive  him  of  the  benefit 
of  his  agreement,  nor  which  could  in  a 
court  of  justice  have  that  effect.  It  is  esta- 
blished by  .this  evidence,  that  the  public 
derived  from  Mn  Palmer's  exertions  all  the 
benefit  which  he  had  held  forth  as  likely 
to  accrue  from  them ;  and  that  he  had 
acted  with  diligence  and  with  perfect  in- 
tegrity in  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  And 
although  we  do  not  approre  of  the  letters 
written  by  Mr.  Pahner  to  his  deputy,  Mr. 
Bonner,  which  are  the  grounds  for  depriv- 
ing  Mr.  Palmer  of  the  benefit  of  his  agree- 
ment, and  we  do  not  mean  to  say  that  a 
subordinate  officer  in  any  department 
ought  not  to  behave  %vith  I'espect  to  his 
superiors,  we  think  those  letters  are  far 
from  a  sufficient  ground  to  deprive  him  of 
that  benefit.  We  also  think  it  very  doubt- 
ful whether  a  Court  of  Judicature  would 
have  thought  that  any  attention  ought  to 
be  paid  to  those  letters,  because,  they  were 
written  in  confidence  to  his  deputy,  and 
under  an  impression  (though  probably  ill 
founded)  that  the  Postmaster  General  were 
un&vourable  to  him,  or  firom  mistake,  or 
misconception,  were  thwarting  or  imped- 
ing him  in  the  execution  of  his  plan. 
And  we  think  it  appears  from  evidence, 
that  the  deputy  who  communicated  those 
letters  to  the  Postmaster  General,,  and  thus 
betrayed  his  private  confidential  corres- 
pondence, was  himself  worthy  of  no  cre- 
dit, and  acted  a  very  blameabfe  part  in  the 
transaction  with  White,  as  appears  from 
the  report.  J.  Mansfield,  T.  Erskins, 
V.  Gjbbs,  William  Adam.  24th  April  1799. 
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<*  as  improrement,  and  to  hare  acted  with 
"  strict  integritj,  having  at  the  outset  of 
''his  arduous  xtndertakmg  procured  the 
*'  coureyance  of  mails  at  20,0001.  a  year 
"  less  than  he  proposed,  and  gorernment 
•*  contracted  for ;  and  we  observe,  that  in 
'*  the  four  years  only  subsequent  to  his 
''leaving  tne  oflSce,  ?ii.  from    1793  to 
"  1797,  the  excess  in    the  expenditure 
**  amounted  to  upwards  of  145,000/.  be- 
'•  vond  that  of  the  four  years  previous  to 
^  his  suspension  and  during  his  manage- 
'^  mcnt" — I  shall  take  this  opportunity 
of  defending  Mr.  Pahner's  conduct  in  the 
Office,  and  Siose  private  letters  the  grounds 
of  his  suspension ;  and  I  most  earnest)^ 
request  the  attention  of  the  house  to  this 
explanation,  its  I  think  it  must  satisfy  the 
doubts  of  honourable  gentlemen  who  en- 
tertain any  on  the  subject ;  and  I  shall 
rely  with  confidence  in  their  liberality,  in 
not  iKrishing  to  persevere  in  an  opinion, 
should  I  give  them  just  grounds  for  alter- 
ing it.     With*  respect  to  the  consistency 
recommended  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
I  think  that  must  operate  in  favour  of 
die  Petitioner,  as  the  only  opinion  that 
has  ever  been  expressed  by  the  house  of 
conrnions  on  the  subject  or  Mr.  Palmer's 
claims,  is  the  report  of  the  committee 
which  I  am  now  reading.    In  defending 
Mr.  Pjilmer*»  conduct,  ray  chief  regret  is, 
in  being  obliged  to  state  any  thing  ifrat 
may  be  unpleasant  to  the  feelings  of  the 
noble  lords  who  suspended  him ;  as  f  am 
convinced,  however  anxious  their  lordships 
might  have  been  to  be  released  fVom  a 
person  who  disputed  and  denied  their  au- 
thority over  him,  it  was  ftir  from  their 
intention   to  injure   Mr.   Palmer  in  his 
character  or    fortune-      This  conviction 
proceeds  from  the  evidence  itself,  in  which 
the  noble  lords,  thousii  obliged  to  come 
forward  in  defence  of  their  own  conduct, 
speak  with  a  warmth  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
personal  integrity,  which  could  only  have 
proceeded  from   their  desire  to  do  him 
justice  in  that  respect ;  (/)  and  lord  Wal- 
singham,  who  from  the    suggestions  of 


(i)  £rirac*/rw»  Lorrf  Walsikcham's  Evi- 
dbtcr. — [Report,  p.  29  mid  50.] — Had  you 
ever  any  reason  to  entertain  a  doubt  of 
the  personal  imegrity  of  Mr.  Palmer  ? — 
No  ;  never  in  the  smallest  degree.  Eriraci 
Jrom  ike  Earl  qf  CHBSTBapiELi>'s  Eindence, 
Had  you  ever  any  reason  to  entertain  a 
doubt  of  the  pnersonal  integrity  of  Mr. 
Palmer  ? — ^1  desire  to  abide  by  the  answer 
giv«a  hv  lord  Watsjnghnn. 
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others  had  been  led,  in  many  respects,  to 
doubt  the  merits  of  the  plan,  declares  to 
Mr.  Pahner  in  a  letter,  "  Iliat  he  has 
well  deserved  his  salary,  and  per-centage, 
for  which  the  faith  of  government  is  pleog- 
ed  to  him."     (k)  Now  I  should  think  that 
such  evidence  might  be  conclusive,  in 
which  the  very  person  who  suspended  Mr. 
Palmer  from  his  office,  and  who  even  dis*    ' 
puted  his  services  to  the  public,  declares 
his  conviction  of  the  pledge  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  incorruptible  integrity  of 
the  petitioner,  a  failure  iri  which  could 
alone  have  forfeited  such  '  agreement. — 
These  letters  are  meant  to  establish  three 
charges:  first,  that  Mr.  Pahner  recom- 
mended the   payment  of  an  exorbitant 
bill ;  secondly,  that  he  signed  a  false  ac- 
count ;  and  lastly,  that  he  created  a  delay 
in  the  delivery  of  the  letters  with  the  view 
of  throwing  tne  blame  on  the  Postmaster 
General. — ^Tbe  first  charge  relates  to  a 
Mr.  Wilson,  by  whose  means,  being  th6 
principal  contractor,  Mr.  Palmer  was  en- 
abled to  convey  the  mails  at  20,000f.  \csi 
than  he  had  originally  proposed  and  go- 
vernment agreed   for.    Surely,  this  ract 
alone  establishes  Mr.  Padmer'^s  integrity. 
I  believe  it  is  pretty  well  understood  the 
advantage,  more  or  less,  that  has  been 
taken  by  individuals  in  contracts  with 
government?  and  had  Mr.  Palmer  been 
inclined  to  have  availed  himself  of  it,  he 
might  have  done  it  in  this  instance. — 
During  a  temporary  residence  in  Ireland, 
bhdeputy  informed  him  by  letter,  that  lord 
Walstngfaam  had  been  midcing  a  most  ira- 
pvovident  agreement  with  Mr.  Wilson  fbf 
the  establistwient  of  two  mail  coaches  to 
Cheltenham,  tor  the   accommodation  of 
his  majesty.    I  leave  the  house  to  jndgi 
of  the  mischief  to  be  apprehended  frotn 
tMs  interference,  by  which  a  set  of  con* 
tractors  who,  by  Mr.  Fahner's'  manage- 
ment, bad  been  reduced  to  one  third  of 

(Ar)  Lemrjhm  Lord  Walsinghav  to  Mvw 
Palxsr,  dsted  Dec.  2dth,  }7$1 — [Report, 
p.  99.]  I  have  long  wished  to  see  that  point 
cieared,  of  your  pian  costinf  less  than  the 
old  one  ;  for  I  have  understood,  invariably* 
that  k  cost  more,  but  that  the  benefit  over*- 
paid  the  expence.  Be  it  one  or  the  other,  it 
Was  a  most  fortunate  regulation,  and  you 
will  well  deserve  the  salary  and  commission 
on  the  increased  revenue,  for  which  the 
laith  of  government  is  pledged  to  you, 
Your'f,  Bk.  W.  Read,  and  ibrward  this 
to  Groves. 
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their  original  price,  (/)  were  thus  tempte;d 
to  break  their  engagements  with  him,  in 
the  hope  of  making  more  advantageous 
terms  with. their  lordships.  The  wonder 
was,  how,  after  such  interference,  Mr. 
Palmer  could  keep  them  to  his  own  re- 
duced price ;  and  so  far  from  deserving 
censure,  I  think  he  was  entitled  to  some 
credit  for  obviating  a  difficulty  in  which 
he  could  not  be  interested  but  for  the  pub- 
lic advantage,  to  which  his  own  bore  so 
small  a  proportion.  The  best  method  he 
could  adopt  he  did.  'By  his  immediate 
remonstrance  he  obliged  the  engagement 
of  one  coach  only  instead  of  two,  thereby 
tav'mg  the  half  of  the  intended  expence; 
but  knowing  the  value  of  Wilson,  wno  had 
been  the  first  to  take  those  low  contracts, 
which  others  had  refused,  Mr.  Palmer  was 
anxious  to  retain  him  in  the  concern,  and 
therefore  in  this  letter  referred  to  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  he  desires  his  deputy 
to  tell  him,  tbat  though  he  was  seijsibleofthe 
exorbitance  of  the  charge,  yet  in  consF- 
deration  of  his  former  good  conduct, 
he  should  not  expose  him  by  refusing  the 
payment,  and  would  therefore  recommend 
lord  Walsingham  to  settle  it.  In  fact,  his 
lordship's  extravagant  order  to  spare  no 
expence  would  have  justified  Wilson's 
bill  in  any  court  of  law.  But,  after  all,  Mr. 
Palmer,  as  stated  in^the  evidence,  obtained 
the  abatement  of  a  considerable  charge, 
on  account  of  commission,  which  other- 
wise would  h^ve  been  paid.     This  private 


Qr)ExtrQct  fnmMx.  FALUE^'sEpidemx, — 
[Report,  p.  37.] — h  the  new  naode  of  coa- 
Teyance  by  the  mail  less  expensive  than 
the  old  mode,  and  how  ? — By  my  first 
proposal,  the  conveyance  for  mails  was  to 
have  been  3d,  per  niile  each  way  per  day, 
which  on  «£,  4,000  miles,  being  the  num- 
ber which,  the  coaches  travel  (as  appears 
by  a  paper  before  this  committee)  would 
have  amounted  to  £.  36,000  per  year.  I 
reduced  this  charge  to  Id,  per  mile,  which 
■avcd  the  public  £.  24,000  per  annum. 

Esrtractfrotn  Mr.  Palmer's  Letter  to 
Mrw  Pitt,  dated  Maj/  5, 1785.— [Report,  p. 
46.]  It  was  proposed  m  the  plan,  to  gire 
the  improved  expeditidnand  security  to  the 
great  roads  from  London,  and  some  of  the 
cross  roads,  for  the  payment  of  3d.  per 
mile,  the  allowance  for  guards,  and  an 
exemption  fi-om  turnpike  tolls.  The  con- 
tracts are  now  made  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  kingdom  from  London  for  the  allow- 
ance of  guards,  and  the  exemption  of  turn- 
pike tolls  only. 


letter  at  the  same  time  expresses  a  wish  to 
the  deputy,  that  Wilson  in  his  interview 
with  lord  Walsingham  might  give  his 
lordship  such  a  specimen  of  what  he  misht 
expect  from  meddling  with  persons  of  his 
description,  as  would  prevent  a  future  in- 
terference so  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
the  public.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  has 
denominated  this  transaction  a  gross  want 
of  economy  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Palmer, 
who,  in  one  instance,  had  saved  more 
than  20,000i.  a  year  to  the  public  ;  yet, 
without  imputing  to  him  a  .wilful  misre- 
presentation,  I  cannot  but  complain  that 
he  should  have  formed^  his  opinion  upoa 
the  mere  perusal  of  this,  private  letter  in 
the  evidence^  when,  if  He  had  attended  to 
Mr.  Palmer's  explanation^  it  must  have 
have  convinced  him  of  the  fact  beipg  di- 
rectly the  contrary  of  what  he  has  asserted; 
and  that  Mr.  Palmer's  only  motive  in 
writing  this  letter  to  his  deputy  was  for 
the  public  good.  For,  had  he  wished  for 
a  moment  to  have  encouraged  this  frau- 
dulent charge,  as  it  is  called,  he  had  only 
to  have  been  silent ;  as,  in  that  case,  Iwd 
Walsingham  must;,  and  would  have  paid 
the  whole  of  the  bill,  from  which  Mr. 
Palmer  made  the  deduction  above  men- 
tioned ;  and  the  proof  th^t  lord  Walsing- 
ham would  have  paid  the.  whole  is  this> 
that  his  lordship  niade  still  more  extrava- 
gant contracts  afler  this  period,  than  this 
very  one  which  Mr.  Palmer,  from  motives 
of  policy,  and  to  satisfy  Wilson,  and  deter 
lord  Walsingham  from  further  mischief^ 
recommended  to  be  paid.  But  to  enable 
the  house  to  judffe  fairly  against  whom 
this  charge  should  stand,  and  what  would 
have  been  the  effects  of  their  lordshipat 
contracting  generally  for  the  mails  instead 
of  Mr.  Pahner,  I  beg  leave  to  state  the 
difference  betwixt  Mr.  Palmer's  contract 
for  the  only  mail  coach  he  agreed  for,  (I 
mean  for  the  accommodation  of  his  ma- 
jesty) and  those  made,  by  their  lordships. 
The  contract  made  by  Mr.  Palmer  in 
1789  for  the  royal  mail,  was  at  the  rate  of 
8/.  per  day  ;  those  made  by  the  Postnaas- 
ter-General,  before  and  after  hissuspension« 
were  at  the  rates  of  18/.  9*.  13^  14j. 
14/.  2$.  and  21/.  5s.  per  day,  being  from 
double  to  nearly  treble  the  price  Mr. 
Palmer  contracted  for ;  and  his  thus  en- 
deavouring to  rescue  the  public  in  the 
best  way  he  could  from  the  imposition 
was  made  one  of  the  charges  against  Mr^ 
Palmer !  (m)  It  is  lastly,  to  be  observed^ 

(ot)  Extract  from  Mr.  Palmer's  Evidence. 

Digitized  by  VoiOOQ  l€ 


197] 


PARL  IJEBATES,  Mat  12,  1808.— ilfr.  Poimer^$  Claim. 


V9t 


"diat  the  private  letter,  the  foundation  of 
this  charge,  is  dated  in  October  1788, 
nearly  a  'twelvemonth  prtor  to  his  ap- 
pointment under  the  Post  Master  General. 
— The  second  charge  relates  to  a  man 
named  White,  who  was  employed  on  the 
roads,  and  who  kept  an  account  of  tra- 
velling expences  with  Mr.  Palmer's  de- 
puty. On  the  latter  complaining  to  Mr. 
Palmer  of  this  man's  neglect,  and  that  he 
could  not  bring  him  to  an  account  for 
monies  advanced,  Mr.  Palmer  sent  for 
White,  and  after  taking  him  to  task  for  his 
misconduct,  desired  a  Mr.  Hasker,  the  su- 
per intend  ant  of  the  mails,  and  of  these 

— [Report,  p.  34.]  Do  you  recollect  hav- 
ing had  any  transactions  with  a  person  of 
the  name  of  Wilson,  in  the  Post  Office  ? 
I  do. — State  what  they  were  ? — ^During 
my  absence  in  Ireland,  m  1788,  on  offici^ 
business,  my -deputy  sent  me  two  of  lord 
Walsingham's  letters,  authorising  two  mail 
coaches  a  day,  for  his  majesty's  accommo- 
dation whilst  at  Cheltenham,  to  be  estab- 
lished at  any  expence.  I  disapproved  of 
the  very  improvident  and  extravagant 
mode  by  which  this  very  proper  accom- 
modation viras  to  be  carried  into  effect ; 
and  finding  on  my  return  Mr.  Wilson  the 
contractor  much  elevated  by  being  allowed 
to  contract  with  the  Postmaster  (^neral  in 
a  way  so  much  more  beneficial  to  himself 
than  on  the  terms  to  which  he  had  been, 
after  much  trouble,  reduced  by  me  (as  I 
had  got  the  contracts  down  fi-om  3d.  to  Id. 
per  mile,  being  a  saving  of  £.  20,000  a 
year)  I  refused  to  sign  the  accounts  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  left  him  to  settle  with  his 
lordship,  who  at  first  disputed  the  pay- 
ment Thus  circumstanced  between  the 
two  parties,  I  wrote  the  letter  to  my  de- 
puty of  the  16th  of  Oct.  1788;  for  on 
consideration  of  Mr.  Wilson's  other  merits 
with  the  public,  in  having  engaged  in  mail 
contracts  which  others  had  declined,  and 
he  being  then  very  necessary  in  the  con- 
cern, it  appeared  prudent  in  me  to  protect 
him  ;  and  I  likewise  thought  it  expedient 
to  obviate  the  mischief  which  might  again 
arise  from  the  Postmaster  General's  inter- 
ference with  the  contractors,  which  ap- 
peared extremely  dangerous  both  to  the 
revenue  and  myself;  however,  on  a  meet- 
ing with  Mr.  Wilson,  I  prevailed  on  him 
to  make  a  deduction  in  this  charge  for 
commistion ;  the  conseouence  of  this  was, 
that  their  lordships  left  me  to  make  the 
next  contract,  in  178^,  ibi-the  Royal  Mail, 
which  1  did  for  2d,  per  mile  only,  and  150 


people,  to  assist  this  man  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  various  journeys  he  had  per- 
formed, and  to  make  out  a  fair  bill  accord- 
ingly. This  was  done,  and  the  whole 
that  Mr.  Palmer  meant  by  tetling  his 
deputy  in  a  letter  that  "  he  was  glad  this 
"  bill  was  paid  as  being  an  aiik^vard  bu- 
'^  siness,"  was  a  mere  caution  for  his  fu- 
ture conduct ;  as  however  just  this  till 
was,  and  actually  below  die  sum  advanced, 
Mr.  Palmer  was  unwilling  to  encourage  a 
precedent  liable  to  abuse,  that  of  allowing 
the  payment  of  the  smallest  sum,  for 
which  the  proper  voucher  was  not  pro- 
duced. (n)-^But  it  may  well  be  imagined, 

guineas  to  two  of  the  contractors  for  their 
trouble  in  conducting  and  overlooking  the 
whole  business.  The  next  coach,  in  1791, 
(I  being  in  Scotland)  their  lordships  con- 
tracted for  at  U,  per  mile  ;  the  following 
year,  1792,  after  my  suspension,  at  6d.  per 
mile  ;  in  1794-,  at  9d.  per  mile  ;  in  1795, 
at  \s. ;  and  in  1796,  at  9d. ;  but  the  fair 
way  of  taking  these  expences  is,  for  the 
whole  expences  of  the  coaches  for  each 
distinct  year  to  be  taken  together,  by 
which,  and  from  the  account  before  the 
committee,  it  will  appear  that  the  contract 
made  by  me,  in  1789,  was  at  the  rate  of 
£,  8  per  day,  and  those  made  by  the  Post- 
master Genei*al,  before  and  since  my  sus- 
pension, have  been  at  the  rales  ofj£.  1 8*  9*. 
£.  13.  !if.  £.  H.  I2«.  and  £.  21.  5s. 
per  day. 

(«)  Extract  from  Mr.  Chablbs  Bonnor's 
Eotdence,  [Report,  p.  SO.]  Did  you  receive 
any  letter  fi-om  Mr.  Palmer,  relative  to  the 
passing  the  Accounts  of  Robert  White? 
I  have  in  my  pocket  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Palmer  on  that  subject. — Have  you  any 
objection  to  produce  that  letter? — None; 
it  is  dated  the  27th  of  August  1 790.  Read 
that  part  of  the  letter  which  relates  to  this 
subject  ? — I  will.  It  is  as  follows:  "  I  am 
glad  White's  Bill  is  signed,  for  that  was 
"  the  aukwardest  business  before  the 
Trcasory."  [The  Letter  shewn  to  Mr. 
Palmer,  and  acknowledged  by  him  to  be 
his  hand -writing.] — Did  you  give  White 
any  orders  in  what  manner  he  was  to  pre- 
pare his  Accounts  ?  No. — Did  you  sign 
White's  Accounts  when  made  out  ? — No. 
Was  it  your  custom  to  sign  most  of  the 
Accounts  of  the  office  before  they  were 
sent  to  the  Accountant- General  ? — It  was. 
— Can  you  state  any  reason  why  you  did 
not  sign  White's  Accounts  ? — Prom  the 
moment  the  Comptroller  General  suggested 
the  idea  of  having  false  vouchers  prepared 
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that  in  the  progress  of  this  plan,  amidst 
all  the  opposition  Mr.  Palmer  met  with^ 
and  the  various  description  of  persons  he 
was  obliged  to  employ  on  the  roads^  that 
many  smns  might  nave  been  charged,  of 
which  an  exact  account  could  not  be  kept. 
Buty  with  respect  to  the  account  in  ques- 
tion, it  was  not  in  fact  signed  by  Mr. 
Palmer/nor  is  it  produced  in  the  evidence 
as  signed  by   him  ;   therefore,  if  there 
could  have  been  a  doubt  as  to  the  purity 
of  his  motiye,  no  charge  was  established — 
But  to  prove  how  little  Mr.  Palmer  could 
be  personally  interested  in  the  payment 
of  this  bill,  and  how  totally  unworthy  of 
credit  the  deputy  who  brought  forward 
the  charge,  1  beg  leave  to  read  to  the  house 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  deputy  to 
Mr.  Palmer,  relative  to  this  subject,  con- 
tained^jn  the  evidence,  page  S4ts  to  which 
I  earnestly  request  their  attention,  this 
deputy    being    the    only    witness    upon 
the    next  and    last  charge. — Extract    qf 
Q  Letter  from  Ma.  Bonnor  to  Mr.  Pal- 
MBE,  dated  June  1791. — "  Another  source 
"  of  great  akid  unquestionable    loss    to 
*'  me,  attended  also  with  circumstances 
'*  of  embarrassment  and  perplexity  never 
*'  to  be  overcome,  arose  from  the  depreda- 
^  tion  committed  upon  my  papers,  when 
"  my  desk  and  book-case  were  brolceopen 
*'  and  rifled,  and  my  red  box  was  stolen 
**  away.    It  is  to  this  event  I  have  to  at- 
"  tribute  almost  all  the  confusion  I  have 
'*  experienced  to  arise  from  the  want  of 
*'  keeping  a  refi;ular  account  6f  all  cash 
*'  matters ;    and  I  may  very  fairly  con- 
V  sider  it  as  the  occasion  of  my  losing  some 
**  hundreds  of  pounds ;    for  I  was  m  the 
*'  habit  of   transacting  money  concerns 
"with  different  people  about  the  office, 
"  who  kept  no  account  at  all ;  and  when 
''  my  account  was  lost,  I  was  left  at  the 
"  mercy  of  their  ignorance  of  my  fair 
**  claims  at  least,  which  subjected  me  to 

\  for  makings  good  deficiencies  in  the  Ac* 
counts,  r  declined  being  in  any  respect  a 
party  to  such  a  business :  and  the  Si^per- 
intendant  of  the  Mails,  Mr.  Hasker,  was 
called  upon  by  the  Comptroller  General  to 
act  with,  an4  instruct  White,  in  the  doing 
it.  It  was  to  the  Comptroller  General,  and 
not  to  me,  that  the  i^ugh  drafts  of  those 
Accounts  were  shewn,  previous  to  their 
being'  fairly  written  out  for  signature; 
and  tne  same  reason  that  induced  me  to 
decline  taking  any  part  of  the  business 
was  my  reason  for  not  signing  them  when 
prepared. 


*'  the  same  atarmine  consequences  that  a 

<'  bad  principle  in  wem  might  have  occa- 

^  sionc^l.    I  haid  instances  in  the  adjusting 

"  one  account  only,  which  are  sufficient 

"  to  confirm  my  apprehensions,  though  I 

"  do  not  imagine  there  was  any  design  to 

'*  injure  me ;   but  in  certain  periods  of 

"  White's  account,  against  which  I  hap- 

"  pened  to  have  memorandums  of  different 

"  sums  I  had  advanced  to  biro,  there  were 

"  omissions  to  the  amount  of  between  300/. 

"  and  400/.  and  against  such  part  of  his 

'*  account  1  had  no  check  at  all ;  the  suras 

"  he  had  omitted  he  perfectly  recollected 

"  when  I  brought  them  forward  ;    but  he 

"  was  unable  to  recollect  any  omissions 

"  but  such  as  I  was  able  to  pomt  out,  al- 

"  though  in  certain  parts  of  the  Account, 

'*  the  proportionate  amount  of  monies  ad- 

'*  mitied  are  so  out  of  all  comparison  below 

"  what  was  advanced  for  similar  periods 

"  under  the  dates,  as  to  do  away  all  doubts 

"  as  to  the  omission  of  articles,  to  my  irrc- 

"  trievable    loss,  and    to  a  very  severe 

''  amount ;  as  between  the  month  of  Feb. 

"  17a7,  and  March  1788,  which  was  one 

"  month  only  before  those  papers  were 

"  stolen,  no  more  than  25/.  13*.  is  charged 

''  against  him,  although  the  usual  demand 

''  for  the  months  preceding  was,  upon  the 

*'  average,  25/.  per  month,  and  the  subse- 

"  quent  considerably  more,  so  that  at  the 

"  lowest  computation  I  must  be  a  loser  of 

"  more  than   200/. — 2nd.    In  doing  this» 

"  Sir,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed,  first  of 

<'  all,  to  suKgest,  that  by  making  myself 

"  responsible,  as  I  hitherto  have  done,  for 

"  all  the  consequences  of  the  loss  of  official 

'<  documents,  which  it  was   not  in  my 

"  power  to  prevent,  as  well  as  from  the 

'*  various  unquestionable  advances  of  cash 

**  on  your  private  Account,  of  which  no 

"  entry  can  be  shewi^  I  certainly  placed 

''  myself  in  a  situation,  which,  however 

<'  proper  for  me  to  sustain  while  things 

'*  were  in  a  progressive  state  of  anrange*- 

'*  ment,  ought  not  to  subject  me  eventu- 

'<  ally  to  the  making  good  to  the  utmost 

*'  extent  those  losses  which  do  not  arisa 

*'  from  my  own  personal  misconduct,  how- 

"  ever  ceitain  it  is  that  such  must  be  the 

"  case  to  a  very  seveie  degree."— The 

Deputy  here  confesses,  that  he  only  coold 

be,  and  asserts  that  ha  actuallv  was,  the 

loser  to  a  considerable  annmnt  by  White's 

neglect. — ^About  two  years  after  this  cir- 

cumstance,  upon  Mr.  {^aimer's  suspenaioa. 

White,  at  the  instigaUon  of  the  l>^uty« 

wrote  a  letter  to  thePo^t  Master  Geoecal. 

accompanied  witt^  ^n.  affidavit  tb%t  thim 
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Accounts  were  fiihe.  In  hit  KTaminatioa 
before  the  Committee  in  1797»  as  appears 
by  this  Evidence,  he  expressly  states^  that 
this  letter  and  affidavit,  (the  particulars  of 
which  he  did  not  recollect)  were  drawn 
up  hy  the  Deputy,  by  whose  desire  he 
copied  them>  and  swore  to  the  contents  of 
the  latter ;  that  it  was  from  the  Deputy 
himself  he  received  the  order  to  make  out 
the  accounts  with  Mr.  Hasker,  and  that 
the  whole  amount  bad  been  advanced  and 
laid  out  in  the  service,  but  that,  in  some 
instances,  from  the  loss  of  vouchers,  sums 
had  been  charged  from  memory  only  to 
make  good  the  deficiency,  (o)   Lord  Wal- 

(o)  Extract  from  the  Eoidence  <f  Robeet 
Whitb.  [Report,  p.  13.] — ^What  are  the 
contents  of  the  affidavit  wbich  you  took 
before  tbe  Lord  Mayor? — Respectinff  Ac- 
counts belonging  to  the  Post  Orace. — ^What 
are  tbe  £au:ts  contained  in  the  affidavit  ? — 
Relating  to  nothing  else  but  the  Accounts, 
which  are  travellmg  and  incidental  ex- 
pences. — ^What  did  you  swear  in  that  affi- 
davit about  those  Accounts? — ^I  do  not  re- 
collect the  particulars  \  the  letter  stated 
the  particulars. — ^What  was  the  general 
e&ct  that  you  swore  about  the  Accounts  ? — 
Respecting  the  accounts,  by  order  of  the 
CoinptroUer  Genenll  and  his  Deputy; 
made  out  the  Accounts  according  to  tbeir 
order. — ^Did  you  say  in  that  affidavit, 
whether  the  Accounts  were  true  or  false  I — 
They  were  made  out  to  cover  a  deficiency 
^  a  sum  advanced. — ^Wbo  advanced  the 
money  you  speak  of? — ^The  Deputy  Comp- 
tfoller  Qenerai ;  I  suppose  on  account  of 
the  Comptroller  General ;  but  that  I  can- 
not say. — ^Who  ordered  you  to  make  the 
Accounts  out? — ^The Deputy  Comptroller 
GeneraL — ^Who  told  you  bow  to  make 
them  out? — Under  thie  direction  of  Mr. 
Hasker. — ^What  was  the  occasion  of  the 
deficiency  in  your  Accounts? — ^Through 
Vouchers  being  mislaid,  in  many  in- 
stances, and  lost. — ^Did  you  charge  the 
money  io  those  Accounts,  the  Vouchers 
of  which  were  lost  ? — ^There  may  be  arti- 
cles charged  in  the  Accounts  from  memory 
o^y^ — '&A  you  charge  any  articles  which 
you  do  npt  remeniber  to  have  paid,  al- 
though you  had  lost  the  Vouchers? — ^No. — 
How  casjiQ  you  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Post- 
mastei  Gineral  ? — ^By  the  directions  of  the 
Deputy  Comptroller. — How  came  you  to 
make,  an  affidavit? — ^By  tbe  same'direc- 
tioiL — ^Who  told  you  what  to  write  ? — ^The 
-Who  wrote  the  letter  ? — 
-Wha  8a,w  it  belore  you  signed 


siQ||faim  on  being  questioDed  as  ta  this 
pomt  declares,  *'  that  he  has  no  reason  in 
''  that  or  in  any  other  instance  to  impute 
**  to  Mr.  Palmer  any  private  interest  of 
"  his  own  in  making  up  the  office  ac- 
**  counts.''    (p)  And  this  Charge  was  con* 
sidered  altogether  as  so  frivolous,  that  Mr. 
Hasker  himself,  the  agent  in  this  business* 
and  who  attended,  the  Committee  for  the 
purpose  of  being  examined,  was  not  even 
called  upon,  but  has  continued  in  the 
Post- Office  to  this  day,  and  whose  salary, 
with  that  of  various  other  officers,  were 
considerably  raised  after  Mr.  Palmer'e 
suspension,  though  he  had  endeavoured  in 
vain  whilst  in  office,  to  procure  them  a 
triflinff  addition  to  their  incomes.    This, 
indeed,  was  one  of  the  chief  grounds  of 
dispute  with  the  Post-masters  General; 
for  instance,  this  Mr.  Hasker's  salary  was 
originally  100/.  a  year,  Mr.  Palmer  ap- 
plied repeatedly  for  an  addition  to  it  of 
only  50^  a  year  without  e£fect ;  but,  be- 
fore he  had  been  dismissed  from  the  Office 
a  twelvemonth,  Mr.  Hasker's  salary  was 
raised  from   100/.  to  700/.  a  year. — ^The 
last  Charge  relates  to  the  delay  in  the  de« 
livery  of  the  letters.    With  respects  this^ 
it  has  been  contended  by  Mr.  Palmer's 
Counsel,  that  his  private  letters  would  not 
be  received  as  evidence  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice ;  but,  I  wish  not  to  stand  a  moment 
on  this  ground,  and  am  ready  to  admit 
these  letters,  however  unworthily  betrayed. 
All  I  contend  and  mean  to  prove  is  this  ; 
that  they  bear  no  relation  to  the  fact  they 
are  meant  to  sut>stantiate.     I  am  ready  to 
allow  that  these  letters  at  the  moments  in 
which  they  were  written  shew  a  desire  on 
Mr.  Palmer's  part,  not  to  create,  but  rather 
to  encourage  an  existing  and  growing 
neglect  amongst  the  subordinate  officers^ 
the  cQjdsequence  of  the  disputes  betwi^ 
tbeir  superiors,  probably  conceiving  at 
such  moments  no  other  remedy  than  bnng- 


it  ? — ^The  Deputy  Comptroller  General-— 
Who  told  you  what  to  swear  ? — ^Tbe 
same  person  that  drew  the  affidavit  up«— 
Who  drew  the  affidavit  ?  The  same  per- 
son. 

(p)  Extract  from  Lord  Walsingham's 
Evidence,  [Report,  p.  28.] — Could  Mr. 
Palmer's  personal  interest  be  at  all  affect* 
ed  by  the  settlement  gf  White's  Ac* 
counts  ? — I  have  no  reason  whatever  to 
impute  to  Mr.  Palmer,  in  that  or  in  anj 
other  respect,  his  having  any  private  in^ 
terest  of  his  own  upon  Uie  making  up  of 
th^  Office  Accounts. 
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inff  this  disorder  to  its  crisis.    But,  ^  Mr. 
Palmer  states  "  these  were  only  transient 
*'  thoughts  which  seldom  outlived  the  day, 
"  and  were  never,  upon  any  occasion,  act- 
^  ed  on  ;*'   nor  is .  there  a  single  passage 
throughout  these  letters  to  prove  the  con- 
trary.   The  last  of  them,  extracted  from 
a  long  and  confidential  correspondence, 
drawn  from  Mr.  Palmer  at  moments  of 
irritation  which  I  believe  few   tempers 
could  have  withstood,  is  dated  in  October 
1 790 ;  and  during  the  whole  of  this  period, 
not  the  slightest  coihplaint  appears  to  have 
been  made  on  the  part  of  the  public  or  the 
Post-masters  General.    The  actual  delay 
took  place  in  1792;  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  these  private  letters,  the  last  of 
which  was  written  nearly  two  years  be- 
fore, the  Post-masters  General  confess  that 
they  have  no  other  Evidence  to  prove  this 
charge  than    the  bare  assertion  of  the 
Deputy  ;  {q)  and  I  appeal  to  the  house  if 
any  credit  should  be  given  to  such  testi- 
mony.    But,  sir,  I  shall  go  further,  and 
prove  who  did  create  this  delay,  that  it 
was  the  sole  act  of  this  very  Deputy,  by 
establishing  a  check  upon  the  charge- 
takers  in  tfie  Office,  as  explained  in  the 
following  Minutes  betwixt  the  Post-master 
General  and  himself,  contained  in  the  Re- 
port, p.-  100. — Minute  qf  Post-master  Ge- 
neral— General    Post    Office,    March    11, 
1792. — "  The  Post-master  General  desire 
♦*  to  know  whether  Mr.  Bonnor  has,  or  has 
"  not,  taken  off  the  cheques  which  had  been 
'*  recently  imposed,  and  which  the  Post- 
^  master  General  never  saw  till  they  had 
•»  been  carried  into  execution,  and  which 
*'  they  have  as  yet  given  no  orders  to  re- 
"  move.     If  these  cheques  do  essentially 
'*  delay  the  deliveries,  Mr.  Bonnor  is  at 
"  liberty  to  postpone  them  ;  but  if  they 
'*  do  not,  and  will  answer  the  effect  that 
"  was  intended  by  them,  they  should  by 

(9)  Extract  from  the  Earl  qf  Chester- 
field's Evidence. — [Report,  p.  9.] — ^What 
other  proof  had  your  Lordship,  except 
the  declaration  of  Mr.  Bonnor,  that  the 
Is^tc  delivery  of  letters  was  occasioned  by 
Mr.  Palmer  ? — We  had  at  that  time  no 
other  proof — ^What  proof  had  your  Lord- 
ship, except  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Bon- 
nor, that  Mr.  Palmer  wished  to  throw  the 
Post  Office  into  confiision,  and  to  attribute 
the  cause  of  such  confusion  to  the  Post- 
master General  ? — Mr.  Bonnor  being  cal- 
led upon  to  prove  the  assertions  he  had 
made,  fiirnished  the  Post-master  General 
with  the  letters  I  have  now  in  my  hand. 


"  all  means  be  continued.  Jf.  Ch,^* — ^Mr. 
Bon^ior's  Answer.  General  Post  Office, 
March  13,  1792. — "  One  only  of  the  new 
''  cheques  has  been  discontinued,  and  that 
"  is  the  checiUo  on  the  Charge-takers.  The 
"  time  lost  uf  it  wat  vei^y  considerable  ;' 
"  but  that  loss  of  time  proceeded  not  from 
"  the  operation  of  the  cheque  ^itself,  but 
*' from  the  ignorance  and  incapability 
"  of  some  of  the  Inland  Officers,  whose 
"  deficiencies  it  has  been  the  peculiar 
«'  merit  of  this  cheque  to  detect,  &c." — 
It  here  appears,  that  this  check  which  had 
been  removed  was  the  sole  cause  of  this 
delay,  and  this  at  once  explains  the  dif> 
ference  betwixt  the  delivery  the  week  be- 
fore and  week  after  Mr.  Palmer's  suspen- 
sion on  the  7  th  of  March,  as  stated  by  the 
Postmaster  General. — But,  I  should  have 
observed,  that  these  letters  were  not  the 
grounds  of  Mr.  Palmer's  suspension,  but  of 
its  continuance.  The  nominal  ground  of 
suspension,  was  merelv  the  refusal  of  the 
key  of  his  door  to  his  deputy  wh6m  he  had 
suspended,  and  who  on  being  restored  to 
his  situation  by  the  P.  M.  G.  came  to  de- 
mand his  key  in  an  Impertinent  manner, 
afler  the  hours  of  business,  without  pro- 
ducing their  lordships  authority.  All  this 
is  explained  in  the  evidence,  and  that  Mr. 
Palmer  did  deliver  up  the  key' the  moment 
it  was  properly  applied  for.  (r)  However, 

(r)  TTie  Report  qf  Thomas  Lloyd,  Flrsi 
Clerk  in  tfte  Comptroller  CreneraTs  Cffict  in 
the  General  Po«<Q^c<r.— [Report,  p.  05.] — 
Who  saith,  that  between  seven  and  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Tuesday  the  6th 
of  March  1792,  Mr.  Bonnor,  the  Deputy- 
Comptroller  General,  called  at  the  Comp- 
troller General's  Office  and  enquired  of 
this  Informant,  if  Mr.  Palmer,  the  Comp- 
troller General,  was  within — that  this  In- 
formant answered,  that  he  was ;  and  there- 
upon Mr.  Bonnor  desired  thfs  Informant 
would  immediately  wait  upon  Mr.  Palmer, 
and  desire  him  to  send  the  key  of  his  (Mr. 
Bonnor's)  room,  in  the  said  Comptroller 
General's  Office,  That  this  Informant  ac- 
cordingly waited  upon  Mr.  Palmer,  and 
delivered  the  said  message  ;  to  which  Mr. 
Palmer  replied,  that  he  should  not  send 
Mr.  Bonnor  the  key  he  required;  and 
desired  this  Informant  further  to  acquaint 
Mr.  Bonnon  that  unless  he  immediately 
left  the  office,  he  (Mr.  Palmer)  would 
send  for  a  couple  of  constables  to  shew 
him  the  door ;  which  message  this  In- 
formant immediately  delivered  to  Mr.  Bon- 
nor 5  who  thereupon  went  away.    (Signed) 
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sir,  the  hoase  may  well  suppose  that  a 
trifle  like  this  was  not  the  real  ground  of 
rapture ;  but  the  disputes  betwixt  the 
Postmaster  General  and  Mr.  Palmer,  which 
had  continued  so  long,  had  at  last  arrived 
to  that  extremity,  it  was  impossible  they 
could  go  on  together.  •  He  was  continually 
denying  their  authority,  and  remonstrating 
with  them  and  with  the  Treasury  upon 
their  interference  to  the  prejudice  of  his 
plan ;  their  lordships  on  their  part,  natu- 
rally jealous  of  their  own  power,  and 
having  a  better  opinion  of  their  talents  for 
business  than  Mr.  Palmer  gave  them  credit 
for,  chose  to  act  upon  that  opinion,  and 
not  to  be  considered  as  cyphers  at  the 
bead  of  their  own  department.  How  far 
it  might  have  been  for  the  advantage  of 
the  public,  that  their  lordships  had  been 
content  to  leave  Mr.  Palmer  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  his  plan,  is  not  for  me  to  de- 
termine ;  but  I  think  it  natural  to  suppose 
that  a  man  like  him  who  had  invented  and 
brought  this  plan  to  bear  amidst  the  al- 
most insuperable  difficulties  that  sur- 
rounded him,  was  more  likely  to  preserve 
and  still  further  to  improve  it,  than  noble- 


T.  Lhyd.  Chesterfield  House,  March  1th 
1792.  Witness,  James  Lambert  (in  the 
absence  of  the  Solicitor). 

Copy  qf  a  Letter  from  Ma.  Lambert  to 
Mr.  Palmer,  dated  Sth  March  1792  ;  to- 
gether xvith  a  Minute  qfthe  P,  M,  GL  dated 
7th  March  1 7 92'.--[ Report,  p.  91.]  Mr. 
Lambert  presents  his  respectful  compli- 
ments to  Mr.  Palmer  ;  has  received  the 
favour  of  the.  note,  but  not  in  time  to  wait 
on  him  before  ten  o'clock.  He  therefore 
takes  the  liberty  of  sending  Mr.  Palmer 
the  enclosed  minute  of  the  r.  M.  GIs.  and 
if  the  bearer  should  meet  with  Mr.  Pal- 
mer at  home,  the  key  may  be  delivered 
to  him. — Mr.  L.  is  sorry  to  be  the  bearer 
of  a  disagreeable  message,  but  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  avoid  it. — If  Mr.  Palmer 
should  nave  any  objections  to  give  up  the 
key,  he  will  be  pleased  either  to  state  them 
in  ¥vriting,  or  Mr.  L.  will  wait  on  him  at 
any  hour  Mr.  Palmer,  may  appoint.  Gray's 
Ifm,  Sth  March  1792. 

(Minute.)  The  Comptroller  General  is 
hereby  directed  to  deliver  immediately  to 
Mr.  Bonnor,  the  Deputy  Comptroller  Ge- 
neral, or  to  Mr.  Lambert,  Solicitor  to  the 
Post  Office  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Parkins, 
the  key  of  the  Deputy  Comptroller  Gene- 
ral's room.  W,  Ch:  The  key  was  deli- 
vered immediately  to  the  messenger  who 
brought  Mr.  L.'s  letter.     March  7^/*,— 92. 


men  whose  habits  in  life  were  not  calcu- 
lated for  the  business ;  who  on  coming 
into  office,  had  to  learn  that  business  from 
their  own  subordinate  officers,  the  old  ene- 
mies of  the  plan,  and  who  were  so  liable 
to  be  displaced  before  they  could  attain 
any  competent  knowledge  of  it,  that  in 
the  space  of  only  six  years,  there  were 
eight  difierent  Postmasters  General  to  con- 
duct the  various  and  complex  branches  of 
this  extensive  concern.  Without  detaining 
the  house  by  reading  them,  I  would  ask 
any  hon.  gentleman  who  may  have  seen 
the  Postmaster  General's  minutes  con- 
tained in  this  evidence,  if  it  was  possible 
Mr.  Palmer  could  proceed  in  the  improve- 
ment of  his  plan  with  such  interruption  ? 
And  yet  these  minutes  were  selected  from 
numberless  others  in  proof  of  their  lord- 
ships anxiety  nc^  to  impede  him  ;  I  would 
refer  to  the  deputy^s  opinion  of  these  mi- 
nutes, expressed  on  the  margin  of  one  of 
them.  («)   What  possible    interest  could 

(f)  Mimae  qf  the  Postmaster  General;  vnth 
Mr.  Bonnor's  Remarks,  [Report,  p.  99  J — 
General  Post  Office,  August  4,  1791.  The 
great  object  which  the  P.  M.  G.  had  in 
view  was,  to  justify  themselves,  and  not 
to  censure  others,  but  expose  the  impossi- 
bility of  the  Comptroller  General's  Clerks 
bekiff  under  the  necessity,  by  their  lord- 
ships^ Minute,  of  doing  the  duty  of  mes- 
sengers, and  of  the  business  of  the  office 
bein^  interrupted  by  Mr.  Bonnor's  doing 
the  duty  of  the  Clerks.  One  of  the  rules 
which  Mr.  Bonnor  lays  down  is  a  bad  one; 
viz.  «'  in  all  cases  where  the  P.  M.  G.  as- 
sert or  direct  a  thing,  he  b  to  pay  ijk^ 
most  unplicit  deference  to  it,  and  enfortff^ 
it  immediately,  waving  at  once  all  opiiT' 
nion  of  his  own,  &.c." 

Mr.  Bonnor's  Remarks.  "  ITiere  is  na 
"  replying  to  this  without  risking  a  quarrel^ 
"  but  in  this  part  of  the  P.  M.  Gt's.#b- 
"  ject,  their  lordships  mustundei-^and  by 
"  the  D.  C.  Gl.'s  last  Minute  on  the  sub-' 
"  ject,  that  they  failed  completely." 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  P.  M.  G/b 
constant  desire,  and  was  so  stated  in  the 
first*  Minute  which  their  lordships  ever 
made  in  August  last ;  viz.  "  that  every 
person  should  represent  against  the  impro- 
priety or  inexpediency  of  any  order  the 
r.  M.  G.  may  give,  as  their  lordships  wilt 
be  as  ready  to  revoke  it,  as  they  can  be  to 
give  it,  if  it  is  fraught  with  any  material 
objections ;"  therefore  Mr.  Bonnor  is  to 
understand  that  the  P.  M.  G.  are  always 
willing  and  desirous  to  receive  all  necesi- 
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Mr.  Palmer  hare  m  quarrellmg  with  their 
lordships?  Had  they  let  him  atone^  he 
ttever  wished  to  interfere  with  their  pa- 
tronage or  power.  These  very  private 
letters,  the  only  pretence  that  has  ever 
been  set  up  for  his  dismissal,  prove  that  he 
would  hare  agreed  with  them  had  it  been 
possible.  What  does  he  say  in  one  of 
^em  ?  (The  hon.  gentleman  here  re- 
ferred to  the  letters  in  the  Report,  p.  60.) 
"  I  really  have  always  felt  that  every  ma- 
*'  terial  alteration  should  have  their  sanc- 
*»  tibn,  but  that  it  is  impossible  with  lord 
"Walsingham  to  do  this.**  Again,  in 
another  letter,  "  TTiough  the  conduct  of 
*'  the  lords  is  the  very  thing  I  ought  to 
'*  wish,  and  must  end  well,  yet  it  revives 
**  old  quarrels  and  feelings,  and  fevers  me 
"  in  spite  of  myself  ?  d— n  them,  I  never 
**  can  get  a  little  quiet  or  bathing  but  this 

ary  informationf  upon /the  points  about 
which  they  are  giving  direction.  The  P. 
M.  G.  are  utterly  at  a  loss  to  know,  after 
the  quotations  tliey  have  made  from  their 
Minutes, where  is' the  positive  order  "not 
to  employ  a  substitute  for  Crompton,**  as 
Mr.  iBonnor  knows  the  order  was  the  direct 
reverse;'  viz.  that  the  Comptroller  Gene- 
ral was  expressly  allowed  a  substitute,  only 
he  was  to  take  him  from  the  messengers, 
not  from  the  letter  carriers. — Mn.  Bon- 
nok's  Remarks,  *'  This*  would  employ 
"  more  time  than  the  whole  of  their  official 
"  duty  requires ;  to  represent,  to  vindicate 
"  their  representations;  to  prodtice proofs ; 
"  maintain  arguments,  in  9  out  of  10  of 
"  whichf  though  right,  they  would  be 
«♦  dbliged  to  yield  ;•  and  9  out  of  10  of  the 
"  points  disputed,  not  worth  saying  5 
*'  words  about,  or  bestowing  3  mmutes 
"  upon ;  and  so  create  fresh  correspond- 
**  ente  and  fresh  disputes.** 

Whenever  Mr.  Bonnor  discovers  ovcr- 
iiffhts  or  errors  in  the  P.  M.  G.'s  Minutes, 
of  which  there  are  probably  many,  he 
should  always  point  them  out;  sometimes 
they  arise  from  miscopying,  oftener  per- 
haps from  real  mistakes,  bat  never  deli- 
berately or  intentionally.  The  P.  M.  G. 
observed,  that  no  messenger  was  allotted 
to  any  other  officer  but  the  Comptroller 
jGeneral :  in  answer  to  which  Mr.  bonnor 
cites  Mr.  Commins,  the  Chamber-keeper^ 
whose  dudes  are  all  domestic,  and  cer- 
tainly not  those  of  a  messenger,  for  he  is 
to  keep  the  door,  the  stationary,  the  coals,  to 
overlook  bills,  to  pump  the  well,  &,c.  there- 
fore that  is  no  case  in  point. — Mr.  Bon- 
W0R*s  Remarks,    **  It  certainly  is  strictly, 


«*  is  the  case.**  Can  any  thing  picture  hir 
real  feeling  and  regret  at  these  disputes 
more  strongly  than  this,  for  there'  can  be 
no  doubt  of  his  sincerity  here,  as  he  little 
thought  at  the  moment,  the  use  that  was 
afterwards  to  be  made  of  these  letters  ? 
Can  it  be  wondered  that  he  should  have 
thus  confidentially  expressed  his  resent- 
ment at  their  lordship's  conduct,  when  to 
their  very  faces  he  denied  their  authority  ? 
And  should  no  allowance  have  been  msfde 
for  those  feelings  atseeing  his  reputation, 
his  ibrtune,  and  the  public  interest  thus 
sacrificed,  by  the  wanton  and  vexatious  in- 
terference of  a  power  he.  had  never  been 
taught  to  acknowledge,  and  which  was  * 
totally  incompatible  with  the  nature  and 
terms  of  his  agreement  in  undertaking  a 
plan  for  the  success  of  which  he  was 
wholly    responsible  ?    {t)    And    here    I 

unless  Mr.  B.*s  Statement  of  his  duties 
is  erroneous,  which  the  P.  M.  G.  does 
say  is  the  case.**. 

Hie  Comptroller  General  was  distinctly 
allowed  any  one  of  the  messengers  to  bo 
hi  waiting,  vice  Crompton,  and  tney  wer« 
to  be  exempted  from  all  other  duties  during 
that  time,  for  which  see  the  words  of  both 
Mmutes ;  and  if  Mr.  Bonnor  had  applied 
to  any  one  of  the  extra  messengers,  they 
probably  would  have  undertaken  it  with- 
out much  reluctance.  If  the  misconcep- 
tion was  accidental  in  Mr.  Bonnor,  it  was 
by  no  means  bfameable  ;  but  no  man  who 
reads  the  P.  M.  G.'s  two  Minutes  can  say, 
that  the  business  of  the  Office  was  inter- 
rupted by  their  lordships  reftrsing  to  the 
Comptroller  General  the  substitute  nc  want* 
ed  in  Crompton's  stead.  W.  Ch, 

{t)  Extract  from  Mr.  PAt.MiEB!*s  Remon- 
strance  to  ihe  Treasury,  Jmmary^,  1796.-^ 
Althou^  it  does  not  seem  necessary  to 
justify  my  subsequent  privstte  conduct,  m 
order  to  support  my  previotft  legal  claim, 
vet  I  am  far  from  wishing  to  appear  capa*' 
hie  of  disrespect  without  provocartton,  and 
I  trust  it  will  be  allowed  that  my  feelings 
have  been  severely  tried ;  for  in  the  first  in- 
stance, the  unmerited  opposition  experi- 
enced to  my  Plan  from  all  branches  of 
the  Post-Office,  and  th^  tmpo<^bilrty  of 
conducting  it,  if  controuHed,  made  me  na* 
torally  jealous  of  every  interference ;  but 
this  disposition  was  wearhig  away,  and  I 
entertained  the  hope  that  former  animosi-' 
ties  would  ceaw.  This  hope  was  consi- 
derably supported  by  the  growing  at- 
tention and  confitlence  of  the  successive 
Pestmasters  General,  tiH  the  appointnent 
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entreat  the  house  to  allow  me  to  read 
CMtie  letter  only  from  Mr.  Palmer  to  the 
Postmasters  General,  which  I  think  is  but 


of  lord  Walsingham,  who  frequently  wrote 
to  me  for  official  information, and  expressed 
opinions  very  -flattering   both  to  myself 
and  my  Plan,  and   among  many  others, 
I  received  from  him^the  tbllowine  note,  viz. 
"  December  28/*,  1787.     I  have  long  wish- 
*•  ed  to  see  that  point  cleared,  of  your 
**  Plan  costing  less  than  the  old  one,  ibr 
•<  I  have  understood  invariably,  that  it  cost 
•'  more,  but  that  the  beneiits-  overpaid  the 
*«  expences.     Be  it  one  or  the  other,  it 
•<  was  a  most  fortunate  regulation,   and 
"  you  will  well  deserve  the  Salary  and  Com- 
'^  mission  on  the  tnarased  Revenue,  for  which 
"  the  faith  qf  Govenwient  is  pledged  to  you. — 
••  Yours,  HV — In  answer  to  this  note,  1 
fent  his  lordship  such  information  as  might 
have  completely  satisfied  his  mind  on  the 
subject,  though  the  accounts  under  his  own 
controul,  if  properly  examined,  must  have 
rendered  any  explanation,  either  from  my- 
self or  others,  nnnecessary ;    and  surely 
those  documents  only  should  have  satisfied 
him  on  a  point  which  involved  the  most 
material  interests  of  the  office  under  his 
inspection.  While  these  friendly- communi- 
cations were  passing,  the  Commissioners 
made  their  Report  respecting  the   Post 
Office,  in  which  so  much  comm^idation 
is  bestowed  on  my  plan  and   conduct. 
Lord  Walsingham,  having  procured  thid 
Report,  previous  to  its  appearing  at  your 
lordships'   board  first  communicated  ■  the 
contents  to  the  old  officers ;   and  then, 
after  taking  every  clerk  out  of  my  office, 
to  Windsor,  kept  them  at  an  inn  there 
ibr  near  three  months,  at  the  public  ex- 
pence,  and  loss  of  their  services,  in  order 
that  they  might  privately  copy  the  Re- 
port ;    and  when  I  requested  of  him  a 
perusaU  or, such  information  as  related 
to  myself,  it  was  not  only  refused,  but  my 
won   Clerks .  declared  themselves  laid  under 
strong  injunctions  by  his  Lordship,  to  keep  the 
matter  perfectly  mcret  from  me.     These  cir- 
emnstances  naturally  created  a  desire  for 
investigation ;  and  1  afterwards  discovered 
that,  notwithstanding  his  Lordship's  appa- 
rent friendship,  and  although  nothing  ap- 
peared inimical  to  any  other  Officer,  yet 
liie  following  Notes  were  inserted  in  the 
margin,  in  his  own  hand -writing,  respect- 
ing  myself  and  my  Plan,  viz.     Where 
the  Report  mentions  '*  The  improvement 
«*  of  the  Revenue  by  my:Plan,>aBd  declares 
«<.  my.  merits/' .  Lord  WatsiD^hani  remarks 
Vol.  XI.. 


fair  afler  the  exposure  of  his  private  cor- 
respondence. The  letter  I  mean  is  dated 
in  October  1790,  during  the  period  of  these 

— «*  There  is  no  proqfcf  the  improvement  qf 
"  the  Revenue,  the  expence  exceeds  the  former 
"by  16,0001.  per  year."     Whereihe  Re- 
port says,  "  By  which  the  correspondence 
*'  of  the  Kingdom  is  improved,  and  the  Re-  • 
"  venue  increased," — his  Lordship  writes 
"  Not  so."    To  the  Commissioner's  Decla- 
ration, "  That  they  had  examined  with 
**  great  attention  the  numerous  documents 
"  and  information  f\irnished  by  both  par- 
"  ties" — his  Lordship*  wrote,  «'  No  docu-^ 
ments  in  opposition  to  the  measure  produced.'* 
On  the  Commissioners'   further  remarks* 
proving  the  Plan  and  its  eOccts  beneficial, 
his  Lordship  wrote,    "  Nothing  like  it.'* 
Where  the  Report  notices  the  great  de- 
falcation of  the  post,  previous  to  my  Plan, 
by  Lettci*s  and  Packets  going  by  Coaches* 
and  that  they  had  been  sent  by  post  since 
the  reform — his  Lordship  wrote  (what  the 
acknowledged   superior   speed   of  Mail- 
Coeches  must  have  rendered  improbable) 
viz.   "  Mam^  Merchantt^    Letters   are  novu 
"  sent  as  Parcels  by  the  Ffys  and  Diligences  J* 
And  where  the  Commissioners  say,  "  Ua- 
"  der  these  circumstances  we  are  of  opi- 
"  nion  that  Mr.  Palmer  is  justly  intitled  to 
"  the  compensation   he  claims,  being  a 
"  very  small  part  of  that  Revenue  which 
*'  his  integrity,  activity    and    zeal   have 
"  created,,  exclusive  of  the  numerous  ad- 
'*  vantages  accruing  to  the  public  and  com- 
"  merce," — his  Lordship  wrote,  *'  Not  a 
ft  toord  true.'*     Now,  my  Lords,  these  re- 
marks, made  on  theReport  from  which 
your  Lordships  were  to  learn  the  state  of 
the  Post  Office,  and  the  merits  and  claims 
of  its  Officers,  evidently  tended  to  deprive 
me,  clandestinely,  of  a  certificate,on  which* 
in  a-  manner,  my  title  to  the  reward  for 
which  I  had  been  years  labouring,  and 
on  which  all  my  prospects  depended.     It 
is  to  be  observed,  that  they  were  made  by 
his  Lordship,  when  apparently  ray  friend, 
although  not  only  Office  docun^ents  and 
accounts,  but  those  furnished   by  me,  and 
not  objected  to  by  him,  would  then,  and 
will   now,   ascertain,   beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  refutation,  that  the  Report,  which 
Jbas  never  since  been  questioned,  was  true, 
and  his  Lordship's  doubts  and  contradic- 
tions groundless.    As  another  of  the  num- 
berless instances  of  Lord  Walsingham's 
want  of  candour,  I  must  refer  to  the  dis- 
pute which  arose  respecting  my  projected 
improvem^ts  qjF  the  Scotch  Post,  whiclv 
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cUaputts,  being  a  strong  remonstrance  on 
their  conduct.  I  beg  to  observe  that  there 
ai*e  two  copies  of  this  letter  in  the  eTidence, 

kis  supercession  of  my  powers  in  that  king- 
dom completely  stopt.    The  Pofltmaster 
General  having,  after  this  dispute,  sent  a 
Letter   to  Mr.    Pitt,  containing  charges 
against  me,  on  my  challenging  them  to  fix 
a  single  blot  on  any  part  of  my  conduct : 
I  was  desirous  of  answering  these  charges, 
but  prevented  by  assurances  from  the  Post- 
master Ceneral,  ihat  the  Letter  was  merely 
rrivate,  and  would  be  thought  no  more  ot ; 
was  likewise  to  experience  in  future  no 
more  vexatious  interference  in  my  exe- 
cutive department.     However,  Lord  Wal- 
singham's  conduct  soon  revived  the  dis- 
putes, and  1  was  afterwards  much  surprized 
to  laxtd  that  this  private  Letter  had  been  en- 
tered up  as  a  recorded  accusation  against  me 
in  the  Office  Books,  without  giving  me  an  inii- 
motion  on  the  suitject,  or  an  opporttmity  to  an" 
sneer  it.     I  appealed   to  your  Lordships, 
desiring  to  be  heard,  as  well  respecting 
these  charges,  as  the  injuries  sustained  by 
the  impediments  to  my  Plan ;    but  the 
Letter  having  been  addressed  to  Mr.  Pitt^ 
and  not  to  the  Board,  no  official  answer 
oould  be  received.     I  was.  therefore  un- 
'  der  the  nee  essity  of  sending  to  the  Postmas- 
ter General,  the  Minutes  entered  in  Ap- 
pendix [No.  9. — here,  following]  urging  a 
vcgular   production  of  the  charges,  snd 
full   investigation  of  my  conduct ;    and 
likewise,  that  such  resolutions  might  be 
€ntered  at  your  Lordships'  Board,  as  might 
secure  my  proceeding  with  safety  to  my*' 
aelf,  and  advantage  to  the  public.     This 
<^r  was  declined,  and  no  attempt  made 
to  substantiate  the  charges,  but  again  a  line 
vas  proposed  to  be  drawn  between  us»  and 
again  (klayed  till  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral  took  an  opportunity  of  ending  the  raat- 
tbr  by  my  suspension,  without  assigning 
any  specific  charge  ;  and  I  am  confident, 
that  if  assigned,  it  would  merely  have  been 
such  as  might  have  endangered  the  loss  of 
a  patron  to  an  officer  whose  sole  claim 
depended  on  patronage*  but  could  sever 
have    been  sufficient  to   do  away  rigfus 
acquired  by  specific  agreement,  and  pmt  rt- 
wccs.     Minute  rrferred  to  in  the  mbwe  £r- 
tract-^^Comptroiler-  General's  Office,  April  i  4^ 
1 7  9  J .     Th  £  Comptroller-General  infoims 
the  Post-Master  General,  agreeably  to  the 
declaration  they  have  before  obliged  him^ 
to  make  to  them,  that  he  considers  his 
commission  as  held-vnder,  and  himself  rr- 
sftmmbk  ultimatofyiQth  lards  Qmmimtmm 


lord  Walsinfbam  having  complained  tha% 
the  one  produced  by  Mr.  Palmer  did  aH 
contain  the  whole  or*  the  original  as  pro- 


^  ki$  Mqj€sty*s  Treamtry  only,  ^  his  a^ec^ 
ment,  as  xveli  as  by  their  warrant  cf  appckns^ 
meni,  originating  ufith  them*      He  has  !»• 
formed  their  Lordships,  his  motives  for  noS 
answering  several  of  .the  Post-W«ster  Ge* 
neral's  minutes,  which  he  trusts  cannot  bui 
be  satisfactory  to  them.    The  same  reasons 
will  prevent  him  from  answering  any  others 
their  Lordships  may  send,  but  such  as  ap- 
pear to  him  absolutely  necessary.    He  is 
anxious,  that  their  Lordships  may  not  con- 
sider this  conduct  as  meant  in  the  least  dis^ 
respectful  to  them.    It  arises  from  thai  rv* 
gard  every  individual  has  a  right  to  pay  to  hia 
own  interest,  peace,  and  character. — From  a 
conviction,  that  it  is  impossible  for  hina 
to  proceed  to  necessary  and  extensive  im« 
provements  in  the  correspondence  of  the 
kingdom  and  its  Revenue,  or  to  preserve 
those  he  has  already  .carried  iato  execii^ 
tion  from  ruin  under  his'pi^csent  powers— r 
from  this  concic^on  only',  he  claims  fiwu  (»♦• 
temment  tltose  powers  originally  promised  him^ 
— The  Comptroller-General  is  infosmed^ 
that  the  Post-Master  General's  Letter  tA 
Mr.  Pitt,  does  not  come  offidaHy  before 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury ;  and  that  there 
would  be  an  im|>ropriety,  as  tlie  matter 
stands  at  present,  in  the  Comptreller»Gt-i 
neral's  answering  it  to  the  Treasury,  t^ougb 
it(f  having  been  entered  on  the  Post-Office 
Books  makes  it  an  official  charge  against 
him.     That  the  properest  ntethod  to  be 
taken,  will  be  for  the  Post-Master  Gewra) 
to  address  it  to  the  Lords  Commiastoiiers 
of  his  majesty's  Treasury ;    and  at  the 
same  time  to  send  with  it  cof^ies  of  aQ 
other  Letters,  er  Papcre,  that  may  have 
been  entered  on  the    Booka^  since  the 
Comptroller-Generers  first  appointmeatj 
that  may  accuse  him  of  ttisconduct,  or  m 
which  any  doubt  may  be  expressed  of  the 
merits  of  his  Plan>  the  expence  of  ito 
establishment,  and  the  conditct  of  it.    ks 
efiects  on  the  Revenue,  and  the  ii\iury  op 
advantage  it  may  be  to  the  Public,  or 
wherein  Government  msy  hsive  been  de« 
ceived,  and  led  into  the  making  an  ibh 
proper  agreement  with  the  Comptrollers 
General,  and  in  what  pe^ts  the  Plan  i^ 
have  liailed  in  the  expeetatioBS  held  eirt 
to  the  Public^  as  well  as  the  Lords  Coom 
inissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Trtasniy.-*^ 
These,  with  all  other  ofasenrattons  their 
Lordships  can  make,  ^gether  with  airin«» 
fonuAtsea  tibity  cam  gain  froQi  thcireki<^ 
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dhicm)  by  kilt  lordtliip;  I  therefert  beg 
\t9f%  to  r«cid  the  whole  of  ttiis  letter,  to 
satisfy  the  house  that  Mr.  PalHier  had  no 
motive  in  onitting  part  of  it  but  to  save 
tmnecessaiy  trouble  to  the  reader.-*- Atte<f^ 
Ott.  \2rli90. — ^'My  J/>rds;  I  an  con- 
**  cerned  your  lordships  attempt  to  super- 
^  sede  my  commission  ;  and  the  ill  el&cts 
*'  wbieh  1  apprehend  may  arise  to  the  cor- 
"  respondence  of  the  country,  from  your 
^  further  tnterierence  with  my  regula- 
'<  tions,  oblige  me  to  apply  to  the  mmister 
^  for  hi^  accustomed  support,  by  whose 
^*  warrant  I  received  that  commission,  and 
"  to  whom  only  I  consider  myself  respon- 
^'  eibie  for  my  conduct ;  for  though  I  am 
"  nominally  under  tlie  Postmaster  General 
•♦  I  am  ▼irtnally  under  the  Treasury. — ^The 
**  original  warrant,  which  I  have  the  ho- 
•'  nour  to  inclose  your  lonlships,  will  shew 
"  you,  that  it  was  intended  I  should  hold 
"  my  office  under  the  crown,  and  not  the 
"  Po6t-Office,  for  reasons  too  obvious  to 
«'  the  minister.  This  warrant  being  sab- 
^  mitted  to  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
^  General,  be  advised,  that,  according  to 
*^  the  present  constitution  of  the  Post- 
««  Office,  my  employ  ooold  be  legally  held 
^'  only  under  the  Postmaster  Gttneral,  by 
^  a  warrant  from  the  Treasury,  directing 
^  them  to  grant  such  appointment,  with 
^  the  powers  espfessed  in  it.  It  was 
*'  therefore  made  out  in  the  manner  I  now 
'^  hold  it,  as  a  matter  of  present  necessity. 

est,  most  experienced,  and  confidential 
Officers,  will  be  necessary  to  accompany 
the  said  Memerial.  The  Comptroller- 
General,  therelbre,  requests  their  Lord- 
ships will  have  the  goodness  to  send  the 
above  Papers  as  early  as  they  convenient- 
ly can,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  of 
4he  Treasury,  thuihemayke  enabksd  ioaaswer 
them  m  unm a$  pomkk.-^lk^mt  Lordships 
remark,  that  his  second  qoestion  was  meant 
fer  iiisalt,  obliges  him  to  say,  that  sue b 
meaning  was,  and  ever  has  been,  very  dis- 
tant from  hifl  thoughts  towards  their  Lord- 
^ips:  his  disposition  being  as  little  in- 
cline^i  to  give  an  insult,  as  to  pat  up  with 
one.— Their  Lordships  will  be  sensible, 
^e  could  p«it  the  question  in  no  other 
liiape  to  ^m,  when  they  recollect,  m 
tteryoccwUmt  wh^re  an  PKroasedpria  has 
keen  dcmtmded  for  com^frng  ibe  Mcdis  by  a 
•Carif'stteh  demand  hm  been  taoHce  woatiMy 
^(fmfUedwkkiy  thm  LordMps;  bu^wke^re- 
fyir*dJbrihec(mio(afumxbyaCoath^ 
IjOfd^i^  'haoi  bem  emmned  thai  the  terme  were 
^ImthM^^MidUeoMb^^^fivpt^ed  Jbr 


Your  lordships  therefore  venturing  to 
supersede  a  eommission  granted  me 
under  a  warrant  from,  the  Treasury  to 
former  Postmasters  General,  for  services 
the  Lords  Commissioners  had  expi'essed 
themselves  so  partial  to,  and  under  such 
particular  circumstances,  as  will  appear 
by  the  inclosed  Treasury  minute  ;  con- 
tradicting too  the  orders  given  by  them 
inconsequence  of  their  circular  letter  to 
all  Postmasters  in  the  year  1785,  has,  I 
think,  been  rather  a  hasty  and  ill-advised 
measure,  and  not  consistent  with  tbat 
judgment  and  temper  which  usually 
guide  your  lordshipsj  conduct.  No  man, 
i  am  sure,  in  this  kingdom  is  more  sen- 
sible than  I  am  to  the  necessity  of  pro- 
per subordination,  or  to  the  respect  due 
to  the  nobility  of  this  country,  or  has 
higher  obligations  to  them ;  aud  I  am 
sure  I  cannot  give  a  stronger  proof  of  it, 
than  in  still  retaining  my  respect  and 
esteem  for  your  lordships,  after  the  very 
unhandsome  and  unprovoked  conduct 
vou  have  used  towards  me.  Both  your 
lordships,  on  accepting  your  a[>point» 
ments,  knew  my  situation  in  the  office, 
and  found  me  in  the  uncontrouled  exer- 
cise of  the  powers  the  warrant  from  g<^- 
vemment  had  directed  to  be  given  me  ; 
your  lordships  have  an  undoubted  right, 
if  you  saw  me  at  any  time,  proceeding 
wrong,  or  any  ill  effects  arising  from 
my  conduct,  to  report  it  to  the  Trea- 


hy  a  Cart  on  the  same  Road;  though  twice 
informed  of  this  by  the  Comptroller-Gene- 
ral, and  pressed  by  every  reason  he  could 
urge,  why  such  demand  should  be  imme- 
diately complied  with,  and  the  ill  con- 
sequences ot  delay  pointed  out,  yet  their 
Lordships  thought  proper  to  re/use  such 
payment,  without  permission  being  first 
obtained  from  the  Treasury,  and  chose  to 
protract  the  application  for  such  payments 
for  near  three  months. — ^The  Comptroller- 
General  knows  of.  nothing  in  his  depart- 
ment, which  his  at  any  time  whatever 
called  for  Iheir  Lordship's  interference  ; 
the  ill  eonsequences  arising  from  their 
Lordships  so  frequently  taking  upon  them- 
selves to  intermeddle  in  the  management 
of  his  plan,  he  has  too  often  experienced  ; 
of  which  the  lords  of  the  Treasury  as  well 
as  the  Publkf  mil  be  fully  iiffbrmed  in  his 
Memorial  to  their  faordships,  which  will 
accompany  his  answer  to  the  Post- Master 
General's  Letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  or  to  the 
charges  against  him,  which  their  Lord* 
ships  may  send  to  the  Treasory.    J,  P» 
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•*  sttry  ;  but  I  challenge  your  lordships 
**  to  put  your  finger  on  one  single  ^lot 
"  committed  by  me,  from  the  moment  1 
*'  took  my  appointment  till  this  time. 
*'  Why,  therefore,  this  wanton  interfer- 
"  ence,  threatening  me,  and  insulting  and 
'*  disgracing  valuable  officers,  who  are 
"  known  to  be  attached  to  me,  and  at  a 
"  time  when  they  are  particularly  distin- 
'*  guishing  themselves  for  the  good  of  the 
"  service  ?  Indeed,  my  lords,  if  you  per- 
"  sist  in  such  treatment  of  them,  I  shall 
*'  not  have  an  officer  of  any  value  remain 
*•  with  me,  if  they  can  possibly  get  situ- 
'*  ations  in  any  other  employ. — Your  lord^ 
*'  ships  have  been  informed  of  the  dis- 
"  graceful  opposition  to  my  plan,  before  I 
"  came  into  office,  which  made  it  necessary 
"  for  the  minister  to  give  me  powers  to 
"  act  as  I  pleased  in  the  arrangements  of 
''  the  posts  and  conducting  its  business  : 
*'  the  inclosed  letters  to  all  Postmasters 
"  will  shew  it.  And  can  it  be  supposed, 
''that  after  the  success  and  beneficial 
"  effects  which  were  the  consequence  of 
"  those  powers  being  given  me,  I  am  to  be 
"  deprived  of  them,  and  expected  to  con- 
"  duct  so  complex  and  difficult  a  business, 
*'  or  extend  my  plan  with  less  powers : 
,•*  that  my  regulations  should  be  submitted 
•"  in  an  office  so  liable  to  change,  to  every 
*'  Postmaster  General  to  check  or  controul 
"  them,  and  to  do  which  he  must  either 
*'  advise  with  the  officers  under  me,.or  those 
*'  most  active  in  a  former  opposition  to 
*'  ruin  my  pjan.  If  this  were  the  case, 
''  however  well  disposed  your  lordships 
"  may  be,  do  you  think  it  could  exist,  or 
"  the  public  be  long  in  possession  of  its 
•"  benefits  ? — Mr.  Pitt,^my  lords,  has  made 
'*  a  purchase  of  my  ingenuity  and  judg- 
"  ment,  such  as  it  is,  and  I  am  to  act  upon 
"  that  judgment,  and  no  other  person's 
"  whatever,  subject,  if  I  do  wrong,  to  your 
•"  lordships'  observations  and  report  to  the 
*'  Treasury.  Nor  is  this  by  any  means 
"  new  to  the  office  :  Mr.  Allen,  for  a  very 
•'  partial  improvement  of  the  Cross  Posts, 
*'  not  only  had  the  whole  power  and  ma- 
<'  nagement  delegated  to  him,  but  the  es- 
"  tate  itself,  and  that  without  any  controul 
"  whatever  ;  nor  would  he  even  jnform  the 
*'  Postmaster  General  of  any  part  of  his 
*'  plan.  As  soon  as  they  were  satisfied, 
"  firom  his  character,  and  the  few  hints  he 
"  gave  them,  that  it  would  be  a  benefit 
'*  to  correspondence,  and  some  advantage 
"  to' the  revenue,  so  far  firom  being  jealous 
*'  of  parting  with  their  authorities,  they 
*'  5oli€ited  government  that  they  might  do 


'  it,  and  gave  him  every  possible  encoa* 
'  ragement.  He  had  a  complete  farm  of 
'  those  Potts  during  his  life  ;  the  time  be 
''  held  it  forty  two  years,  and  got,  by  bis 
'  statement,  above  1 2,000/.  >per  year  by 
'  them. — 1  have  the  satisfaction  to  remark 
'  to  your  lordships,  when  I  began  the  im- 
'  provements  in  the  Cross  Posts,  though 
'  the  revenue  was  decreasing,  that  during 
'  the  short  time  I  have  managed  them, 
'  its  Revenue  has  increased  con&iderably 
'  more  than  in  the  whole  forty-two  yean 
'  Mr.  Allen  farmed  them :  indecfti  nearly 
'  double,  notwithstanding  the  enormout 
'  increase  of  franks.  The  more  extensive 
'  and  superior  advantages  correspondeDcc 
'  derives  from  mine,  the  public  as  well  as 
'  your  lordships  must  be  sensible  to ;  be 
'  had  the  whole  of  the  increased  revenue, 
'  and  the  most  uncoutrouled  power  in  tbe 
'  management  of  these  Posts.  I  have  two 
^  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  whole  revenue 
'  of  the  office,  and  am  expected,  for  that 
'  consideration,  to  conduct  and  improve 
'  the  whole  Posts  of  the  kingdom  :  and 
'  your  lordships  command  me  to  manage 
'  this  plan,  of  so  much  gi:>eater  magnitude, 
'  in  trammels  and   fetters.      From   this 

*  feeling,  I  have  delayed  carrying  into  ex- 
'  ecution  many  of  my  plans,  which  wouki 
'  have  given  great  accommodation  to  tbe 
'  public,  and  proved  very  popular,  as  well 

*  as  productive  to  the  revenue,  because  I 
'  would  not  submit  them  to  the  judgment 
'  of  others,  and  render  myself  liable  to  a 
'  renewal  of  former  opposition. — ^In  re- 
'  spect  to  any  commands  your  lordships 
'  may  think  proper  to  send  me,  I  must 
'  observe,  both  our  appointments  and 
'  powers  are  derived  from  the  same  source, 
^  though  for  different  considerations ; 
'your  lordships  for  that  for  which  all 
^  power  is  delegated,  to  do  good — ^mine, 
'  not  only  to  do  future  good,  but  for  ba?- 
'  iug  done  great  good  in  the  department 
'  we  both  act  in,  preceding  my  appoint- 
'  ment,  which  the  former    Post-Master 

*  General  were  expressly  ordered  to  give 
'  me  for  these  purposes  and  services. 
'  Whenever  therefore  your  lordships,  from 

*  mistake  or  ill  advice,  shall  send  me  any 

*  commands  that  I  think  may  go  to  mis- 
'  chief  instead  of  good,  I  shall  nao^t  cer- 
'  tainly  not  observe  the^ ;  and  if  I  appre- 

*  hena  ill  consequonces  from  any   you 

*  may  think  proper  to  send  to  any  of  the 
'^icerjS  under  me,  I  shall  tadie  the  Uber^, 
'  for  yoor  lordship's  sakes  as  well  as  my 
'own  and  the  public's,  to  contradict 
'them;  ibrif  I  hadnotdonethlsiamort 
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''than  one  instance.  Lord  WaliiiiighBin, 
**  with  the  best  intentions,  would  have 
**  thrown  the  business  into  extreme  confu- 
'*  sion^  and  have  placed  himself  in  a  yery 
**  onpleasant. situation  with  that  public. — 
*«  I  beg  leave  therefore,  and  that  in  the 
**  most  earnest  manner,  and  from  the  real 
**  esteem  and  respect  I  entertain  for  both, 
'<  to  caution  yowr  loiflships  from  further 
**  interference  till  Mr.  Piu's  pleasure  be 
**  known ;   for  I  am  responsible  only  for 
"  lay  own  acts,  and  you  know  not  how 
''  delicate  and  dangerous  an  engine  you 
"  are  playing  with. — ^When  I  reflect  on 
"  this  conduct  of  vour  lordships,  I  am 
*'  struck  with  astonishment,  nor  can  I  in  any 
*'  way  account  for  the  haste  and  violence 
"  of  it ;   I  am  sure  if  Mr.  Todd  had  been 
*'.  at  home,  it  never  would  have  happened. 
•*  — ^I  wrote  to  your  lordships  I  should  be 
*^  in  town:  in  a  few  days,  and  do  myself 
**  the  honour  of  waiting  on  you,  when  1 
'<  hoped  every  thing  might  be  adjusted  to 
^«  your  satisfaction.     You  would  not  wait 
*'  this  short  absence,  but  send  me  your 
''  peremptory  decision ;  contradict  orders 
**  given  by  former  Post-Masters  General 
'<  to  Mr.  Oliphant  to  obey  my  directions ; 
**  supersede  my  commission,  and  send  him 
**  papers  to  invite  complaint  and  opposition 
*'  against  necessary  regulations  in  his  office, 
''  and  which  I  am  bound  to  overlook  by 
«<  my  commission,  as  well  as  all  others  con- 
*'  cerned   in   the  correspondence  of  the 
**  country. — ^Why  is  the  per-centage  in- 
'*  deed  given  me,  but  to  interest  me  in  the 
"  care  of  every  thing  whatever  by  which 
*'  the  revenue  of  the  office  maybe  affected  ? 
*'  Your  lordships  cannot  be  injured  in  your 
*'  fortune  by  a  mismanagement  of  it ;  I 
*'  may,  and  that  to  the  ruin  of  my  income. 
"  — iWhen  you  read  the  inclosed  letters 
**  from  Mr.  Freeling,  I  think  it  impossible 
**  but  your  lordships  must  feel  a  concern 
/«  for  the  conduct  you  have  so  hastily  pur- 
^  sued ;    and  the  pain  you  have  given  to 
*'  the  mind  of  so  worthy  an  officer,  and  be 
*'  yourselves  astonished  at  it ;    and  when 
«<  the  whole  of  his  report  comes  before 
«<  you,  and  you  see  the  labour  and  fatigue 
*'  he  has  undergone,  it  cannot  be  but  that 
«  you  will  order  him  some  reward  for  his 
^  great  trouble,  and  the  services  he  has 
f<  done ;     and    as    your   lordships   have 
*'  thought  proper  to  appeal  to  Mr.  Oli- 
*'  phant  for  his  conduct,  I  have  the  fullest 
**  reliance  on  the  truth  and  candour  of  that 
*'  gentleivan's  report.    I  have  the  honour 
«'  to  •  be,  &c.  J.  Palmbb." — ^Mr.  Palmer 
here  aswrts  moft  positlvoljf  his  independ- 


ence of  the  Post-master  General,  and  de* 
clares  he  shall  obey  no  orders  which  he 
conceives  may  tend  to  mischief  instead  of 
good  :  Had  he  been  mistaken  in  his  con- 
struction of  his  own  appointment,  should 
he^  not  have  be^  set  right  at  the  time } 
Mr.  Pitt  knew  of  this  letter,  and  Mr. 
Palmer's  assertions  were  never  denied ; 
but  the  dispute  was  made  up  as  others  had 
been ;  and  the  last  would  have  been  ac- 
conunodated,  even  after  the  production  of 
the  private  letters,  had  the  Post-Master 
General  consented  ;     for  •  Mr.  Pitt  was 
satisfied  with  Mr.  Palmer's  integrity,  ai^ 
with  his  answer  to  the  charges  brought 
against  him  (u)  but,  after  all  that  had 
passed,  and  the  disclosure  of  this  private 
correspondence,  a  reconciliation  was  nardly 
to  be  expected ;    the  minister,  therefore, 
finding  himself  obliged  to  dispense  with 
the  services  of  one  party,  the  weakest 
eave  way,  and  Mr.  Palmer  on  retiring 
from  office,  was  made  as  liberal  an  allow* 
ance  as,  I  suppose,  was  thought  adviseable 
under  the  circumstances ;  for  had  he  con- 
tinued to  have  received  the  full  benefit  of 
his  Agreement,  the  public  might  naturally 
have  enquired  why  he  had  been  dismissed, 
and  the  whole  aiiair  have  been  exposed  to 
theh*  observation  and  censure. — With  re- 
spect to  the  latter  part  of  this  Observation 
of  the  Committee,  relative  to  the  excess  in 
the  expenditure,  as  it  does  not  aiiect  the 
question  of  the  Agreement,  I  should  not 
trouble  the  house  upon  it ;   but,  as  I  un- 
derstand it  has  been  objected  to,  and  that 
Mr.  Palmer  has  been  accused  of  misrepre^ 
sentation,  I  feel    myself   compelled    to 
notice  it.     [Mr.  Long  here  rose  to  state 
his  objection  to  this  part  of  the  Report,  as 
being  unfounded,  and  reflecting  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  Post-Office ;  particularly 
that  of  a  very  meritorious  officer,  Mr. 
Freeling.] — ^Major  Palmer  continued  :    I 
trust.  Sir,  notwithstanding  what  has  been 
observed  by  the  risht  hon.  gent  I  shall 
convince  the  house  that  Mr.  Palmer  has  in 

'   ■    '"  .. 

(ti)  £r/rac^yrom  Mr.  Palmer's  EnVir^ce, 
—[Report,  p.  6.]  How  came  you  to  know, 
that  the  answer  given  to  the  first  body  of 
charges,  made  against  you  by  the  Post- 
master General,  was  satisfactory  to  Mr, 
Pitt  ? — I  understood  so  both  from  the  late 
and  present  lord  Camden. — Have  yon  any 
reason  to  know,  that  the  answer  to  the 
second  body  of  charges  was  satisfactory 
to  Mr.  Pitt? — I  understood  from  botK 
those  gentlemen,  that  they  were  equally 

•0. 
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no  pnrt  (^  this  ETidence  staUd  that  which 
is  not  gtrictly  true.     Upon  thii  excess  in 
the  expenditure,  I  shaH  beg  leave  to  read 
his  own  words.    The  question  to  Mr.  Pal- 
mer is,  "  What'  has  been  the  excess  in  the 
♦*  expenditure  in  the  General  Post-Office, 
^  during  the  period  of  your  suspension, 
**  beyond  the  average  during  the  period  of 
"  your  mana^ment  ? — A,  1 87,848/.  in  the 
"  whole." — f  must  here  observe,  that  the 
Committee,  not  being  aware  of  the  period 
of  Mr.   Palmer's  management,,  took  an 
average  of  the  four  years  previous  and  sab- 
isequent  to  his  suspension,  which  makes  the 
amount  of  145,000/.  stated  in  their  Obser- 
vation.    The  next  Question  is  as  follows ; 
*'  Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  if  you  had 
"  continued  in  your  situation  of  Comp- 
.'» troller  General  in  the  Post-Office  from 
*'  the  period  at  which  your  suspension  took 
"  place  till  the  present  time,  the   Post- 
•*  Office  revenue  would  have  been  bene- 
*'  fitted  to  the  amount  you  have  just  stated  ? 
«'  — A.  In  answer  to  this  I  beg  to  observe, 
**  that  in  the  execution  of  the  various  plans 
**  I  proposed  to  government,  when  left  to 
"my  own  judgment,  I  have  not  failed  in 
•«  one,  and  have  invariably  completed  them 
"  at  less  expence  than  I  had  proposed. 
"  The  accommodation  and  revenue  like- 
•'  wise  have  turned  out  greater  than  I  had 
**  promised ;     looking    therefore    to    the 
**  great  expenditure  in  the  establishment 
**  of  my  Penny-Post  plan,  since  my  sus- 
^  pension,  so  much  beyond  what  1  had 
**  proposed,  and  pledged  myself  not  to 
<*  exceed,   in  fhat  petty  branch  of  the 
•^  pests,  as  w«ll  as  fi'om  other  circnm- 
**  stances,  I  have  no  scruple  in  declaring 
*'  that,  had  I  been  in  the  controal  of  the 
^  expenditure  of  the  Post-Office,  I  do  in 
»'  my  conscience  believe  a  very  great  part 
'*  of  the  sum  of  187,848/.  ^wald  have  been 
*'  saved  to  the  public.     I  be^  likewise  to 
**  add,  that  I  am  not  conscious,  on  any 
**  occasion    whatever,  <A  having  appro - 
**  priated  one  shilling  of  the  public  reve* 
**  nuc  to  my  own  use,  or  connived  at  s«ch 
*<  improper  conduct  in  others ;  or  of  ever 
-"  having  received  the  least  compensation 
«  for  any  office,  contract,  or  benefit  I  have 
<'  obtained  for  others,  or  that  I  have  ever 
''  made  one  barsrain  or  regulation  that  has 
•*  not  been  bene^cial  to  the  public,  or  ever 
•»  had  even  a  thought,  or  used  an  expres- 
»•  sion,  that  was  hot  ultimately  meant  for 
*  the  public  good.** — ^Their  lordships,  who 
were  present,  fully   admitted  the  latter 
part  .of  this  statement,   but  denied  the 
former  relative  to  the  excess^  and  promis- 


ed to  bring  further  Evidence  to  reb«t  it  ; 
but  after  the  Committee  had  been  kept 
open  some  days  for  this  express  purpose, 
their  lordships  declared,  that  (hey  had  no- 
thing further  to  produce ;  and  the  Com* 
mittee  closed  with  this  assertion  of  Mr. 
Palmer's,  which  has  remained  uncontra- 
dicted to  this  time.     However,  1  must  re- 
quest to  state  one  fact  ta  justify  Mr.  Cal- 
mer with  the  house  in  the  opinion  he  gave 
on  this  point,  and  especially  as  it  was 
brought  forward  by  their  lordships  theoi- 
selves  in  proof  of  their  good  management 
of  the  office  after  his  suspension. — ^Lord 
Walsingham  states  in  the  Evidence,  that 
after  Mr.  Palmer's  suspension  they  carried 
into  effect  a  new  Penny-Post  plan  which 
he  had  refused  to  submit  to  their  judgment, 
and  that  the  gross  revenue  had  encreased 
from    11,000/.  to  29,000/.  a  year.     The 
following  is  Mr.  Palmer's  explanation  of 
this  improvement  in  the  Evidence,  "  St. 
"  Did  you  any  time  suggest  a  Plan  for  the 
''  reform  of  the  Penny-Post  Office  ?— ^. 
"  I  did,  and  to  this  efiect ;  I  oftered  to  the 
"  Board  of  Treasury,  about  the  autumn  of 
"  1791,  as  I  had  before  done  to  the  Com- 
"  missioners  of  Enquiry,  to  take  a  farm  of 
''  the  Penny-Pbst  Office  for  my  life,  at  a 
''  rent  equal  to  the  highest  net  Kevenue  it 
'*  ever  produced,  as  a  full  compensation 
*'  for  my  general  plan  and  the  execution  of 
^  it,  and  in  sotisfaction  for  my  salary  vaA 
"  per-centage.    This  offer  bemg  declined, 
"  I  aflerwaHs  proposed  that  the  additional 
"  expence  of  this  reform  should  not  cx- 
''  ceed,  at  the  utmost,  4000/.  per  annum  ; 
"  whereas  the  excess,  over  and  aibove  the 
"  former  expence,  has  now  amounted,  as 
*'  appears  by  the  account  now  belbre  the 
**  Committee,  to  16,000/.  per  annum,  and 
"the   net  increased  Revenue,  instead  of 
"  equalling  my  salary  and  percentage, 
**  has  only  amounted  to  about  1,600^  pet* 
"  annum  over  and  above  the  former  pro- 
**  doce  previous  to  the  reform,  ilotwith- 
**  standing    the  additional  tax,  which    I 
^  think  must  of  itself  have  amounted  to  2 
•^  or  3,000/.   per  annum.—"    I  will  not 
fatigue  the  house   by    enumerating  the 
various  other  instances  in  which  the  public 
have  sufllered  by  a  want  of  managemeitt  on 
the  part  of  the  Post-master  General,  hot 
solicit  their  attention  to  the  following  state- 
ment in  proof  of  the  injury  the  Post*^Office 
Revenue  must  have  sustained  by  Mr,  Kil- 
mer's dismissal. — On  examiniation  of  the 
Account  of  the  gross  and  net  produce  of 
the  Poflt-Office  from  the  year  J755^to  1 808, 
^  laid  before  this  koos^  by  IMucttfig  tlM 
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net  preJace-rf  aach  fear  friNki  Uie  gr698, 
wbkh  IcAvet  the  ex^BNtitinnei  it  wiil  be 
Been,  ihet  dwnng  the  teu  v«an  previf>«e  to 
Mrw  Palmer's  Plen  aad  mis  comuig  into 
o£ee,  rut*  from  April  177f  to  ivas^im^u* 
fiive>  tiie  eKpendituM  bad  grftditally  en- 
creased  lOOjQOOL  ayear,tbe  arere^eex* 
pence  of  tbeae  len  years  being  S09>  1 76^.  a 
\-ear.    The  aTerage  exptinSture  of  tbe 
rolk»wiiig  ten  years  during  Mr.  Palmer's 
management,  viz.  from  17S4  to  179S  in^ 
ciesive,  was  *209/)6\4. ;  ao  that  Mr.  Paimer 
tx»t  only  at  once  checked  this  vast  groWinf 
expenditore.  but  eren  somewhat  reduced 
it  below  the  prertons  average  ;   notwith- 
standing the  great  additional  expence  in- 
curred by  his  Plan  in  conveying  the  mails 
se^B  times  a  week  to  above  400  towns 
which  either  bad  only  a  three  day  post  or 
no  post  at  all,  and  the  encreasecT  i^aries 
to  Po8t«maater8,  whose  duties  were  thus 
doubled;  and  with  this  disadvantage  too; 
Ti£.  that  the  last  of  these  ten  years  (the 
ytar  1705)  was  during  ins  suspension  ;  the 
expence  of  which  was  above  17>000/.  be- 
yond any  of  the  previous  years  during  his 
tDaoagement.     In  the  ten  years  subsequent 
toias  dimiAsal;  vis.  firom  1794  to  ldOS> 
the  expenditnre  encreased  to   339>59€/. 
being  an  excess  of  l$0,5^L  beyond  the 
sversae  of  the  fbnner ten  years;  and  the 
expenditure  of  the  four  last  years^  viz. 
mm  1804  to   1807  inclusive,  has  still  fur- 
ther encreased  to  the  sum  of  41  ^,$614.,  be^ 
ing  sn  increase  of  2O9,S06L  a  year  beyond 
the  expence  of  Mr.  Ps^mer's  management. 
Thus,  though  Mr.  Palmer,  after  the  com- 
pWat  establishment  of  bis  Plan,  lefl  the 
Pwt>Offict  with  a  less  eicpenditore  than  he 
ioood  it,  that   expenditure  is  now  more 
than  doubled,  amounting  to  an  excess  of 
2,000|000/.  since  his  suapensionj  and  an  an- 
)iHal  encreased  charge  of  above  QOCHOOOL 
The  Rcveatie  has,  hideed,  encreased  to  a 
grett  amount ;  this,  however,  has  not  been 
the  result  of  any  new  improvements,  but 
has  arisen  from  the  extension  of  the  Plan 
vaA  the  mere  increase  of  postage,  which 
eoeld  not  have  been  laid  but  for  the  bene- 
^  roidting  fircan  it ;  but  the  encreased 
P^ageon  letters  does  not  encreaae  the 
expence  of  their  conveyance,  and  Mr. 
Palmer  thcrdbre  feels  warranted  in  assert- 
isg»  dnrt  a  very  great  expenditure  must 
htft  been  unnecessarily  incurred.       In 
making  this  statement,  I  mean  no  reflec- 
tioB  opon  the  Officers  in  the  Post-Office, 
^^«f^  especially  die  gentleman  who  has 
l»Mn  alluded  to,  at  the  bead  of  that  de- 
partment under  the  PosMnaster  General, 


being  ma  old  and  esteemed  friend  of  Mr* 
Palmer *s,  who  was  introduced  by  him  to 
the  office  long  betbre  the  appotntmeot  of 
the  Postmaster  General  in  quesUon^  and 
who  WIM  selected  by  their  loixishtps  as  the 
htieat  person  to  succeed  Mr.  Palmer; 
though  they  were  lar  from  oountenaocing 
him  whilst  Mr.  Palmer  was  in  office**- 
But^  witboat  wishing  it  to  be  understood 
that  no  one  eonld  conduct  Mr.  Palmer's 
Plan  hut  himself,  I  think  the  house  will 
agree  with  me  in  the  principle,  that  where 
the  head  of  a  department  is  peisoually  in- 
terested in  its  management,  add  has  an  iiv- 
dependant  power  to  enforce  bis  regul^ 
tions,  that  economy  is  more  iiliely  to  be 
attended  to^  than  where  he  i«  not  interests 
ed ;  and  I  must  again  contend  for  Mi\ 
Palmer,  that  ii  he  was  not  justified  in  dis- 
puting with  the  Poslrmaster  General  on 
tike  public  account*  he  Was  juslified  on  the 
ground  of  his  own  interesti^  and  ihe  ori- 
ginal Agreement,  giving  him  the  uncen- 
troQled  nMOia^ment  of  a  Plan,  which  it  is 
absurd  to-  suppose  for  a  moment  that  he 
would  have  undertaken  ufwm  any  other 
conditions.-'^Wi^  respect  to  the  diHerenoe 
betwixt  lord  Walstngbam's  opinion  of  the 
advantages  of  the  Plan  and  Mr.  Palmer's^ 
no  one  reading  the  Evideiloe  with  atlen- 
iiOn,  and  those  documents  to  which  Mr. 
Palmer  refers>  extracted  ^om  the  very 
papers  which  his  opponents  brought  lbr«> 
wm*d  against  him,  but  mn^t  be  ironvinced 
of  the  correctness  of  his  statement ;  and 
that  lord  Walsincham,  whose  mind  had 
been  warped  in  toe  ^t  instance  by  tfat  . 
enemies  of  the  Plan,  could  neter  get  rtd 
of  his  prejudice ;  but  was  always  «nori 
anxious  to  discover  a  deibct,  than  to  aeafst 
Mr.  Palmer  in  its  execution.  And,  let  me 
appeal  to  any  honourable  gentleman  wbi 
may  have  come  here  with  an  un&ivourahle 
opinion  of  this  case;  has  be  read  ilie 
whole  of  these  Papers  ?  not  only  has  hi 
read  them,  but  'has  he  read  them  attend 
lively  ?  For  I  do  not  consider  that  there  is 
a  page  in  this  voluminous  Cvidenoe,  that 
is  not  material,  and  many  parts  re<]uire 
some  application  to  understand.^-^Mr.  PaK 
mer,  aware  of  the  difficulty -ol'  impressing 
the  whole  merits  of  hisca^  upon  the  mem-> 
hers  of  this  house,  and  deprived  of  the  ad* 
vantage  which  the  vilest  crimioal  enjoyv 
of  appealing  to  the  laws  of  his  country^ 
sought  the  advice  of  the  most  eminent 
counsel  he  could  apply  k>  on  this  £vi4> 
dence.  Their  opinion  confirmed  his 
Agreement  to  the  liiHest  extent,  and  de<^ 
daced,  that  in  a  court  of  justice  it  conid 
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not  be  withheld.  The  Evidence  has  since 
been  referred  to  a  Committee  of  this  house, 
who  have  sabstantiated  every  assertion 
made  by  your  Petitioner.  Can,  then,  any 
hon.  gentleman  who  has  not  read  the 
whole  of  this  Evidence  vote  in  opposition 
to  such  testimony  ?  The  tenth  and  last  Ob- 
servations pf  the  Committee  are  as  follow: 
"  Your  Committee  observe.  That  under 
"  the  circumstances  before  stated,  the  sa- 
'*  lary  of  1,500/.  a  year  being  commuted 
"  for  the  per-centage  on  the  tax  of  90,000/. 
^*  Mr.  Palmer  Jias  a  claim  to  a  continu- 
*' ance  of  the  salary  of  1,500/.  a  year; 
**  and  it  appears  to  your  Committee  to  be 
*'  only  consistent  with  justice  and  public 
•*'  ftiitn,  that  Mr.  Palmer  should  be  secured 
•'<  therein  ;  dnd  also  in  a  continuance  of  his 
-"  specified  per-centagje  from  the  ith  of 
"  April  1793,  and  dunng  the  continuance 
•'  of  his  life,  to  be  calculated  and  paid 
^'  under  the  same  regulations  as  it  was 
^'  paid  up  to  that  period,  pursuant  to  the 
«  appointment  of  the  11th  of  Sept.  1789, 
*'  deducting  the  3000/.  per  annum  received 
*'  subsequent  to  the  5th  day  of  April  1793. 
''  — ^And  your  Committee  have  lastly  to 
*'  observe.  They  fully  concur  in  the  sen- 
*'  timent  expressed  by  the  Commissioners, 
*'  who  reported  on  Mr.  Palmer's  Plan  and 
"  Merits  in  the  year  1788  :  viz.  That  the 
*'  remuneration  proposed  to  be  allowed  to 
''  Mr.  Palmer  will  be  but  a  small  part  of 
*'  that  revenue,  which  his  integrity,  acti- 
*'  vity,  and  zeal  have  created,  exclusive  of 
**  the  numerous  advantages  accruing  to 
*'  the  public  and  commerce." — If  I  have 
satisfied  the  house  of  the  justice  of  the 
llbrmer  observations,  I  trust  they  will  agree 
to  the  last,  and  the  motion  framed  upon  it. 
-With  respect  to  the  amount  of  this  claim, 
if  it  is  in  itself  just,  I  trust  such  an  objec- 
tion will  not  weigh  a  moment  against  that 
strict  observance  of  public  faith,  which  I 
believe  on  all  other  occasions  this  house 
has  kept.  One  instance  I  beg  leave  to 
quote,  as  it  must  be  fresh  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  house.  I  mean  the  case  of 
Messrs.  Chalmers  and  Cowie,  which  was 
referred   to    a    Committee*.      But    the 

*  Messrs.  Chalmets  and  Cowie,  under^x 
took  to  import  a  large  quantity  of  Her- 
rings from  Sweden  in  the  year  1^00,  dur- 
ing the  ap»prehension  of  a  scarcity.  These 
Herrings  were  accordingly  purchased,  but 
in  consequence  of  an  embareo,  their  ar- 
rival in  this  country  was  delayed,  until 
the  alarm  of  scarcity  had  subsided,  when 
the  cargo  was  spoiled  for  want  of  pur- 


Committee  in  their  case  reported  Ittily  the 
Evidence  ;  Mr.  Palmer's  Committee  ha^c 
their  Observations  on  his  Evidence.  These 
gentlemen  could  not  prove  a  contract- with 
government;  Mr.  Palmer's  Committee  and 
his  Counsel  declare  that  he  has  Mly 
proved  his  contract.  Without  impttting 
the  least  blame  to  these  geatlemen,  it  se 
happened,  that  the  country  did  not  derire 
one  shilling  benefit  from  all  the  expence 
which  they  had  incurred  :  in  Mr.  Palmer'* 
case  the  country  has  received  nearly  a 
hundred  fokJ  the  profits  that  he  asks,  and 
the  country  must  continue  to  enjoy  their 
profits,  whilst  the  advantage  to  Mr.  Pal* 
mer's  family  must  terminate  with  his  iife. 
Lastly ;  these  gentlemen,  though  they 
would  have  been  considerable  losers  bat 
for  the  liberality  of  parliament,  intended 
no  risk  in  the  outset,  beyond  the  fair  ad* 
venture  of  a  mercantile  speculation  ;  Mr. 
Palmer  on  the  contrary,  sacrificed  his 
time,  his  comforts,  his  health,  his  property, 
every  thing  dear  to  him  in  life,  for  \h%  at^ 
tainment  of  an  object  in  which  his  own 
sanguine  mind  atone  anticipated  success, 
and  in  which  had  he  failed,  he'  only  could 
have  been  the  sufterer.  With  this  distinc- 
tion in  the  cases,  the  liberality  of  this 
house  gave  these  gentlemen  two  thirds  of 
their  claim ;  I  can  hardly  think  therefore, 
it  will  refiise  Mr.  Palmer  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  its  own  Committee,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  the  half  of  what  a  court  of 
justice  would  compel  the  payment.  AikI, 
after  all,  whatsis  this  sum  which  is  to 
tempt  the  house  to  do  that  which  its  mem- 
bers individually  would  not,  could  not  do? 
If  the  debt  is  acknowledged,  the  amount 
of  the  arrears  is  a  stronger  argument  for 
its  payment,  and  these  arrears,  as  nearly 
as  1  can  guess  (for  it  must  depend  on  the 
estimate  of  the  taxes),  would  not  exceed 
70,000/.  I  be^tbe  house  to  consider,  that 
Mr.  Allen  enjoyed  nearly  the  whole  pro- 
fits of  his  partial  improvements,  and  that 
for  above  forty  years  he  possessed  an  in- 
come of  from  12  to  1 4,000/.  a  year.  Mr. 
Palmer  only  bargained  for  a  fortieth  part 
of  his  emoluments,  and  improved*  even 
this  branch  of  the  Revenue  which  Mr. 
i^AlIen  farmed  (the  Cross  Posts)  more  in 
two  years,  than  Mr.  Allen  had  done  in  his 
whole  life.  But,  the  advantage  to  the 
country  in  point  of  revenue  turned  out  so 
far  beyond  expectation,  that  by  the  sub- 
chasers, ihe  petitioners  estimated  thdr 
loss  at  36,0001.  the  house  of  commons 
voted  them  25,000/..  ... 
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sequent  appointmenty  Mr.  Palmer  was  re*^ 
stricted  in  his  per-centage  on  the  fotore 
encreased  Postage,  which  has  since  been 
laid,  and  which  the  minister  in  proposing 
to  the  house  has  invariably  justified  upon 
the  merits  of  his  Plan ;  and  the  house 
must  be  aware,  that  though  the  encreased 
Postage  has  improved  the  Revenue,  it  cer- 
tainly has  diminkihed  the  correspondence, 
or  prevented  that  growing  increase  with 
the  increased  population  and  commerce  of 
the  country,  so  far  injuring  the  Petitioner. 
Suppose  these  improvements  had  never 
been  efiected,  and  that  the  Posts  were  now 
in  the  state  in  which  Mr.  Palmer  found 
them  ;  would  not  a  minister  be  glad  to 
make  the  agreement  that  was  then  entered 
into  ?  Why,  then,  the  agreement  having 
been  performed,  and  the  country  so  long 
in  the  enjoyment  of  those  advantages 
which  it  must  continue  to  enjoy  whilst  the 
country  exists;  is  it  consistent  with  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  this  house  to  refuse 
their  petitioner  the  half  only^  of  that  small 
proportion  to  which  the  iaith  of  govern- 
ment was  origuially  pledged  ?  How  many 
honourable  gentlemen  are  now  present 
whose  fortunes  equal  and  far  exceed  the 
sum  claimed  by  this  report.  I  would  ask 
fairly,  has  there  been  a  capital  amon^ 
the  whole  acquired  with  more  credit  to  its 
possessor,  or  advantage  to  the  country, 
than  Mr.  Palmer's ;  I  can  assure  the  house 
and  appeal  to  many  of  Mr.  Palmer's  friends 
for  the  truth ;  that  had  he  confined  his 
labours  to  the  improvement  of  his  private 
property,  judging  by  the  success  of  others, 
he  might  by  this  time  have  realized  a 
larger  capital  than  the  vote  of  this  nights 
may  give  him.  And  would  it  not  be  hard, 
after  such  sacrifices,  that  he  should  be- 
come at  last  a  loser  ;•— Sir,  I  have  now 
said  all  that  I  shall  presume  to  trouble  the 
house  with  in  favour  of  this  motion,  aind 
^  there  is  but  one  more  point  to  which  I  re- 
quest their  indulgent  attention.  It  has 
been  urged  by  friends,  that  I  should  en- 
deavour .^  compromise  this  claim :  not 
from  a  doubt  of  its  justice ;  but  that  from 
the  uncertainty  of  the  line  that  government 
might  take,  it  were  better,  if  possible,  to 
secure  a  part,  than  risk  the  whole  of  what 
the  Committee  have  recommended. — I 
steill,  therefore,  and  I  hope  withdut  of- 
fence, state  my  real  sentiments  on  this 
subject;  I  cannot  think  that  my  friends 
would  theoiselve*)  adopt  the  advice  they 
recommend,  or  that  they  would  not  incur 
the  danger  they  wish  me  to  avoid.  I  can- 
not think  that  a  compromise  is  the  ieeliiig 
Vol.  XL 


of  this  house,  nor  can  I  for  a  moment  sup- 
pose that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  right  hon. 
,  gentleman,  the  guardian  of  the  honour  as 
well  as  interests  of  the  public.  If  he  is 
satisfied  of  the  justice  of  the  Claim,  I  am 
sure  his  character,  his  language,  and  his 
conduct,  vrarrant  the  conviction  that  in 
this  case,  he  will  neither  sacrifice  the  inte- 
rest of  Mr.  Palmer,  nor  the  honour  of  his 
country.  Sir,  this  is  an  Agreement,  or  it 
is  not ;  it  has  been  performed  on  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's part,  or  it  has  not :  it  has  been  ad- 
vantageous to  commerce,  and  the  public, 
or  it  has  not :  it  has  improved  the  revenue 
beyond  all  expectation,  or  it  has  not.  The 
Evkience  upon  these  points  has  been  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  your  own  house, 
and  it  is  upon  their  decision  Mr.  Palmer 
feels  bound  to  abide.  He  has  toiled  hard 
through  life  for  the  attainment  of  this  ob- 
ject; it  is  for  him  at  last  to  reap  the  be- 
nefit; nor  can  there  be  an  honourable 
gentleman  in  this  house  who  would  wish 
me  to  sacrifice  his  pride  and  his  feelings 
to  my  own  security.  If  he  has  created 
this  fortune  he  should  be  the  disposer  of  it, 
and  whatever  he  may  think  fit  to  leave 
his  children,  it  is  firom  him  alone  they  wish 
to  receive  it,  for  they  would  rather  exist 
upon  the  rerhnants  of  that  property  he 
sacrificed  for  the  public  good,  than  meanly 
accept  a  pension  from  the  government,  for 
whi6h  they  could  claim  no  merit  to  them- 
selves, which  could  only  reproach  them 
for  the  desertion  of  their  parent,  and  serve 
as  a  remembrance  of  his  misfortunes. 

Mr.  Roie, — ^During  the  many  years 
which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  possess  a 
eat  in  this  house,  it  has  seldom,  if  ever, 
fallen  to  my  lot,  to  witness  a  Claim  brought 
forward  with  a  more  ingratiating  propriety 
of  manner,  than  that  which  has  iust  been 
introduced  by  the  hon.  gent.  Indeed,  .so 
powerfully  has  that  manner  interested  my 
feelings,  that  nothing  but  the  most  impe- 
rious sense  of  my  public  duty  could  now 
induce  me  to  rise  as  his  opponent.  It  is 
8trictly  correct,  as  my  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Long)  has  already  stated,  that  Mr. 
Pitt  upon  his  immediate  acceptance  of 
Mr.  Palmer's  Plan,  did  think  be  had 
concluded  a  very  advantageous  bargain 
for  the  country,  and  that  he  did  also  think 
the  inventor  of  the  Plan  intitled  to  the 
perfect  fulfilment  oi  his  Agreement  for  that 
great  and  growing  benefit  which  the  coun- 
try, through  his  ingenuity,  had  obtained. 
But,  if  I  concede  this  much  to  one  side 
of  the  question,  I  feel  myself  equally 
bound  to  assert  upon  the  other,  that  it  was 
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Mr^  Pitt's  origiual  and  uDchaogiDg  senti- 
ment, that  tliis  bargain  (such  ^s  it  was) 
sli^ould  be  fulfilled  strictly^  to  its  utmost 
extent  by  both  of  the  contracting  pavti^ : 
so  that  the  benefit  of  the  country  might 
at  least  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  profit  of 
the  individual.-— That  great  and  enlightened 
statesman>  my  deceased  friend  (Mr.  Pitt), 
had  his  country's  lasting  welfare  invariably 
in  view,  and  being  most  deeply  impressed 
with  that  principle,  he  found  himself  com- 
pelled to  cancel  that  Agreement  so  iar  as 
it  lay  with  him^  that  posterity  (after  all  the 
circumstances  which    had  come    to   his 
knowledge)  might  not  reflect  upon  his 
judgment  or  his  honour  for  keeping  in- 
violate on  the  part  of  government,  a  con- 
tract made  with  an  individual,  who  had 
himself  notoriously  and   confessedly  in- 
ringed  upon  every  principle  of  duty  and 
subordination.     In  order  to  illustrate  ob- 
servations 90  very  strong  as  I  find  mvself 
compelled  to  make,  I  shall  refer  only  to 
Mr.  Palmer's  own  letters,  to  those  unpar- 
donable letters,  which  display  a  spirit  of 
intrigue,  I  should  hope  without  parallel 
among  the    persons  entrusted  with   the 
officisu  interests  of  the  country. — [Here  the 
right  hon..  gent  read  parts  of  the  Letters 
Inferred  to  by  Mr.  liong.]    After  reading 
tbt^  acknowledged  proof  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
mal-practice  while  in  office,  I  must  at  once 
make  this  general  deduction,  that  as  these 
letters  displayed  plans  pregnant  with  se- 
i(ious  mischief  to  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  suggested  the  commission  of  dis- 
orders even  in  that  very  department  of  the 
^ost  Office  which  Mr.  Palmer  was  himself 
appointed  to  superintend  ;  I  must  contend, 
that  as  a  measure  of  prudence,  nay,  <^ 
,    ^stice  to  the  public,  Mr.  Pitt  could  have 
done  nothing  short  of  countenancing  his 
aismissal  from  office.     Then,  let  me  asl^ 
if  the  facts  were  so  flagitious  as  to  caU  for 
^  dismissal,  abruptly  and  suddenly,  from 
the  exercise  of  his  official  duties,  were  they 
^ot  still  more  abundantly  cogent  to  can- 
cel this  Agreement  ?  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  house  will  do  justice  to  the  memory  of 
my  deceased  friend,  that  truly  great  roan 
(Mr.  Pitt),  the  justice  and  unwarped  im- 
partiality of  whose  public  conduct  was 
always  proverbial,  by  believiuig,  that  no- 
thing but  the  clearest  conviction  upon  his 
mind  of  Mr.  Palmer's  having  forfeited  by 
his  misconduct  all  claims  upon  government, 
could  ever  have  induced  him  to  set  aside 
an  Agreement  to  which  he  had  ever  be- 
come a  party. — Indeed,  I  must  contend, 
^at  Mc.  Pitt  acted  with  signal  liberality^ 


nay,  I  am  almost  inclined  to  ciU  it,  an  in- 
temperate liberality,  in  allowing  Mr.  Pal« 
mer  the  very  handsome  and  ample  pnyvi- 
sion  which  h!e  did :  for  by  the  express  word* 
ing  of  the  Appointment,  it  must  appear, 
that  the  per-centage  upon  the  increased 
revenue,  was  a  mere  stimulus  held  out  to 
him  for  more  active  and  enterprising  ser-^ 
vices  while  in  the  execution  of  a  specific 
official  trust,  and  it  was  only  while  he  con- 
t'mued  to  discharge  the  one,  that  he  could 
possibly  be  entitled  to  claim  the  other. 

Mr.  Croker, — Sir ;  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  whose  Report  is  now  under 
consideration,  I  beg  to  offer  my  opinion 
upon  the  present  occasion.  I  have,  how* 
ever,  to  premise,  that  there  is  one  point  in 
this  Report  upon  which  I  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  difier  from  those  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  was  acting,  though  it  is  but  fair  to 
confess  that  on  deciding  upon  the  question* 
the  great  body  of  the  Committee  were 
against  me. — The  point  to  which  I  allude 
is  the  Claim  of  Mr.  Palmer  to  the  salarjr 
of  1500/.  per  annum,  which  he  contends 
was  a  modification  of  part  of  those  rights 
which  grew  out  of  his  Agreement,  and 
not  an  income  attached  to  his  continuance 
in  office. — Thih  sir,  b  the  only  p<Hnt  upon 
which  luiy  difference  of  opinion  arose ; 
for,  in  respect  to  the  remainder  of  his 
Claims»  they  are  established  beyond  even 
the  shadow  of  a  dispute*  and  I  am  really 
at  a  loss  to  imasine  upon  what  possible 
ground  they  can  be  for  a  moment  resisted. 
— I  am  afiaid,  by  what  has  fidlen  firom  a 
right  hon.  gent,  that  the  amount  bf  the 
sum  claimed  i^  right  of  this  Agreement  is 
the  great  bar  to  its  fiilfilment.  Why,  sir^ 
it  is  this  veiy  amount  that  so  inconte^tably 
prove4i  the  merits  of  the  case ;  for  the  sum 
demanded  by  Mr.  Palmer  is  but  a  forii^^ 
part  of  those  emoluments  which  the  coun* 
try  have  absolutely  received  firom  the 
exercise  of  his  Plan,  and  which  could  not 
have  aiccrued  to  us  without  it ;  and  if  the 
documents  before  the  house  do  not  soIh 
stantiate  this  assertion,  I  am  content  to  wave 
his  right  to  any  thing.  How  then,  in  the 
face  €i  such  a  glaring  fact  as  this,  can  angr 
objection  be  made  to  the  performance  of  e 
bai^in,  the  fairness  of  which  is  univer- 
sally admitted? — Great  stress  has  be^i 
laid  upon  the  Letters  which  have  been 
read  to  the  house ;  but  I  would  ask  to  whal 
do  these  letters  amount  ?  Do  they  impeacli 
the  character  of  Mr.  Palmer?  no;  for 
what  do  the  noble  lords  declare  in  the  Evi- 
dence before  us  ?  Lord  Walsingham  being 
asked  by  the  Coomiittee,  '^  If  he  had  cTee 
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any  rea^ba  to  doqbt  the  personal  integrity 
of  Mr.  Palmer?"  aaswert,  *« No ;  never  in 
the  amalleat  degree  */'  And,  on  the  same 
question  bemg  put  to  lord  Chesterfield, 
he  de«res  to  abide  by  the  answer  given 
by  l<»d  Walsingham;  in  short,  the 
whole  these  letter^  go  to  prove  is,  that 
Mr.  P^mer  under  the  influence  of  vexa- 
tion could  no  longer  command  his  tem- 
per;, but,  from  beginning  X  to  end,  they 
most  clearly  evince,  that  the  great  ob- 
ject he  had  in  view  was  the  good  of 
the  public. — It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that 
these  Letters,  so  much  insisted  upon,  were 
not  the  cause  of  Mr.  Palmer's  suspension. 
He  was  suspended  for  refusing  to  deliver  a 
key  to  one  of  his  own  officers,  and  these 
letters  were  not  known  of  at  that  time,  but 
were  written  jrears  before,  in  confidence, 
to  his  Deputy,  in  answer  to  the  complaints 
this  deputy  was  continually  making  of  the 
mischievous  interference  of  the  Post-Mas- 
ters General;  and  they  were  nowraked  up  out 
of  old  disputes,  which  had  long  been  made 
«p  and  passed  over.^ — ^The  fact  is,  the  Post 
Masters  General  had,  in  a  moment  of  irri- 
tation*  so  conunitted  themselves  by  sus- 
pending him  about  this  trumpery  key,  that 
they  were  glad  to  Avail  themselves  of  these 
ez-post-fieicto-letters,  delivered  up  by  a 
viper,  to  find  another  key  to  let  themselves 
out  of  the  scrape  they  had  got  into ;  so 
tlttt  Mr.  Palmer,  in  the  first  place,  is  sus- 
pended without  any  justifiable  cause  being 
assigned;  and  he  is  ultimately  dismis- 
sed, because  he  has  been  improperly  sus- 
pended ! — I  do  not  for  a  moment  wish  to 
dispute  the  right  of  the  government  to  dis- 
pense with  Mr.  Palmer's  services ;  but,  it 
IS  ridicttlous  to  make  his  dismissal  from 
office  a  plea  to  get  ricl  of  his  Agreement, 
because  the  one  has  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  other. — ^ ;  Mr.  Palmer  does 
not  appeal  to  us  as  a  suspended  lofficer  so- 
liciting a  restoration  to  his  office ;  he  stands 
forth  as  a  creditor  demanding  the  payment 
of  a  debt  The  ^reat  machine  for  which  this 
debt  has  been  mcunred  is  working  at  this 
moment,  and  will  continue  to  work  while 
this  country  shall  endure,  and  so  long  shall 
we  conUnue  to  reap  the  benefits  of  it, 
while  the  very  small  share  of  those  bene- 
nts  claimed  by  Mr.  Palmer  must  cease 
with  his  life.--Sir,  the  whole  jut  of  the 
afl^  amounU  to  this :  here  is  a  specific 
Agreement  before  us,  which  the  govern- 
ment acknowledge  to  have  entered  into; 
the  faith  of  the  country  is  pledged  for 
tbe  pehbrmanco  of  it :  -  and  that  pledge 
mwt  be  mdfiemodk^Smg;  of  opinion,  as 


I  have  already  stated,  that  the  arrears  and 
continuance  of  the  1,300/.  per  annum  is 
objectionable,  I  shall  move  for  that  part  of 
the  Resolution  to  be  expunged ;  but  ih  re- 
spect to  the  remainder,  why,  sir,  his  claim 
to  that  can  be  no  more  disputed,  than  the 
possession  of  an  estate  which  d^cends  by 
inheritance.  If,  therefore,  any  ol^ectioQ 
should  be  made  to  passing  this  amended 
Resolution,  I  shall  then  vote  for  tbe  whole» 
and  endeavour  to  go  as  near  Justice  as  1  am 
able. 

The  ChanceUwr  qf  the  Exchequer, -^It  is 
with  infinite  reluctance  that  1  rise  upon 
this  occasion,  for  the  task  which  1  have  to 
perform  is  irksome  to  my  feelings,  but  at 
the  same  time  it  is  so  essentially  blended 
with  my  sense  of  public  duty,  that  1  can- 
not,possibly  avoid  it;  indeed,  if  any  thing 
could  tend  more  than  another,  to  make 
an  impression  upon  the  house  in  favour  of 
the  petitioner,  it  is  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  opened  the 
debate  ;  for,  certainly,  it  was  urged  with 
every  point,  and  enforced  with  every  argu- 
ment that  such  a  subject  could  or  would 
endure.  It  was  calculated  to  impress  the 
house  with  high  respect  for  the  petitioner^ 
and  to  give  very  great  importance  to  the 
discussion  of  his  claims.  I  really  feel 
myself  in  an  unfortunate  predicament^ 
in  be^g  obliged  to  differ  widely  from  the 
hon.  gentleman,  and  my  situation  is  ren* 
dered  more  irksome,  when,  as  the  ground 
of  that  difference  in  opinion,  I  am  forced 
to  assign  very  disagreeable  reasons.  I 
wish  to  have  the  house  thoroughly  ap- 
prised, that  in  case  they  acquiesce  with 
the  claim  now  before  them,  their  vote 
will  positively  substantiate  upon  the 
country  a  demand  for  no  less  a  sum  thaa 
97,000/.  immediate  payment,  and  an  ad* 
ditional  yearly  onus  of  10,000/.  during  the 
life  of  the  petitioner ;  for  such,  according 
to  every  enquiry  which  I  have  made, 
(and  very  copious  information  has  been 
returned  to  me)  would  be  found  the 
smallest  remuneration  which  Mr.  Palmer 
would  be  authorised  to  demand  of  the 
treasury,  should  the  grounds  of  the  pre- 
sent petition  be  admitted,  and  receive  the 
sanction  of  parliament  I  neither  do  nor 
will  attempt  to  say,  that  the  amount  of  a 
debt  should  ever  overturn  the  justice  of 
it;  or  that  the  magnitude  of  the  sum 
claimed  by  Mr.  Palmer,  should  operate 
as  any  reason  for  refiising  the  claim  itself 
if  satisfactorily  established.  But,  when 
the  consideration  of  amount  is  coupled  . 
with  the   recollection  of   Mr.  Palmer's 
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faulty  and  disobedient  conduct,  then  ^  I 
must  say,  that  a  pause,  a  serious  and  at-^ 
tenti^e  paase,  ought  to  take  place  before 
that  claim  is  granted.  Let  it  be  under- 
stood, that  if  the  vote  of  this  house  estab- 
lishes the  present  demand,  it  ^ilt  go  all 
the  length  of  operating  as  a  most  danger* 
ous  precedent  *  for  it  will  go  even  to  the 
length  of  rewarding  unworthiness ;  at 
least,  if  any  judgment  is  to  be  formed 
from  the  evidence  upon  the  table,  and 
indeed,  it  is  impossible  not  to  form  a 
judgment  upon  that  evidence,  and  I  am 
free  to  say,  that  from  the  roost  attentive 
consideration  I  can  a£k)rd  to  the  case,  the 
same  reasons  which  prevailed  to  dismiss 
Mr.  Palmer  from  his  official  trust  operated 
still  stronger  to  cancel  the  agreement,  and 
to  annul  it  for  ever.  How  was  it  possible 
for  government  to  preserve  a  compact 
ivith  a  man,  who  was  himself  violating  the 
main  principle  of  all  governments,  by  in- 
dustriously fomenting  a  spirit  of  insubor- 
dination, and  holding  forth  a  studied  ex- 
ample of  contempt  and  disobedience  to 
superiors  in  office  ?  Mr.  Palmer  had  been 
appointed  to  watch  over  and  protect  a 
particular  branch  of  the  revenue,  and 
though  his  own  personal  integrity  in  that 
situation  certainly  stood  unim peached,  yet 
the^pleen  and  petulance  of  his  disposition 
had  tended  to  produce  efiects  nearly  as 
prejudicial,  as  ever  his  dishonesty  c6uld 
nave  done.  The  principles  of  gentle- 
manly honour  prevented  him,  indeed, 
from  practising  a  fraud  himself,  but  the 
criminal  suggestions  of  anger  and  revenge 
induced  him  to  sanction  the  fraudulent 
practices  of  others,  and  to  encourage  the 
injury  of  that  very  revenue  out  of  "which 
he  was  at  the  moment  vitally  supported. 
Let  me  ask,  how  is  it  possible  Mr.  Palmer 
could  expect  to  have  an  agreement  fulfilled 
between  the  public  and  himself,  when  he 
^vas  teaching  his  own  deputies  in  office, 
how  to  inconvenience  that  very  public, 
and  how  to  counteract  that  very  service, 
and  those  very  resulting  benefits,  for 
which  he  himself  was  to  be  so  liberally 
rewarded? — It  could  not  be.  For  those 
reasons,  the  minister  was  more  than  jus- 
tified in  cancelling  the  agreement ;  for  if 
.he  had  kept  any  compact  with  so  ix>ld  an 
offender,  he  would  neither  have  been  jus- 
tified to  his  conscience,  or  in  the  eyes  of 
his  countrymen.  Mr.  Palmer's  own  let- 
ters are  an  ample  proof  of  his  offence. — 
[The  right  hon.  gentleman  here  read  ex- 
tracts from  the  letters,  vide  (a).]  From 
these  letters^  I  must  positively  contend^ 


that  if  even  the  appointment  and  agrees 
ment  had  passed  the  great  seal,  yet  upon 
the  production  of  such  testimonials,  there 
would  be  an  abundance  of  evidence  where- 
on to  found  a  scire  facias,  and  have  the  pa- 
tent rescinded.  I  can  confidently  appeal 
to  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  in 
the  bouse  as  to  the  verity  of  my  legal  re- 
marks: nay  more,  if  a  bill  of  indictment 
had  been  preferred,  whether  Mr.  Palmer 
might  not  have  been  convicted  of  a  con- 
spiracy ?  Then,  will  this  house  for  a 
moment  entertain  a  claim  with  so  im- 
peached and  flawed  a  title  ?  Or  will  it 
sanction  by  its  grant  the  repetition  of 
such  dangerous  conduct  ?  I  feel  persuaded 
that  this  house  will  not.  Upon  the  whole, 
I  do  not  think  Mr.  Palmer  has  any  further 
claim  on  the  justice  of  this  country  ;  and 
I  am  certain,  that  if  Mr.  Pitt  had  attempt- 
ed to  countenance  his  claims,  or  to  have 
restored  him  to  office,  the  gentlemen  who 
now  advocate  the  petitioner's  case,  would 
have  been  the  loudest  in  their  condemna- 
tion of  the  minister.  1  am  sorry  to  make 
any  remark  that  may  appear  personal  to 
the  supporters  of  the  petition,  but  1  must 
observe,  that  it  will  prove  an  extraordi- 
nary encouragement  to  the  multiplication 
of  claims  upon  government,  if  every  dis- 
contetited  man,  be  the  nature  or  expe- 
diency of  his  demands  ever  so  preposte- 
rous, can  ensure  to  his  support  the  whole 
embodied  phalanx  of  opposition,  merely 
becauiie  an  enforcement  of  the  claim  may 
embarrass  his  majesty's  ministers.  In 
fact,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  attribute 
otherwise  than  to  party  spirit,  and  a  de- 
sire, perhaps,  to  add  one  single  vote  to 
their  minority,  the  conduct  of  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  house.  To  every 
impartial  mind  it  is  impossible  to  detach 
the  reward  of  Mr.  Palmer's  services  from 
the  contemplation  of  those  services  still 
remaining  actively  engaged  for  the  pub- 
lic. Both  the  salary  and  the  per-centa^ 
had  only  a  reference  to  Mr,  Palmer's  offi- 
cial situation.  The  first  was  given  as  a 
specific  purchase  of  his  time  and  personal 
attendance,  and  the  other  was  added  as  an 
inciting  spur  to  his  genius.  Both  were 
clearly  intended  to  stand  or  fall  together, 
and  in  my  opinion,  it  is  impossible  for 
any  ingenuity  of  construction  to  discon- 
nect them.  Impressed  as  I  am  with  this 
thorough  conviction,  I  cannot  do  other- 
wise than  give  the  present  claim  my  de* 
cided  reprobation. 

Mr.  Windham. — I  cannot,  sir,  at  all  ad- 
mit, that  the  mode  adopted  in  arguing  this 
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question,  is  either  a  mode  suited  to  the 
character  or  functiomof  this  house,  or 
that  it  is  a  mode  (as  has  been  dextrously 
pretended)  farourable  to  the  interests  of 
the  party.  It  has  been  said,  '  we  will 
agree  not  to  deprive  Mr.  Palmer  of  the 
benefit*  of  what  he  claims,  but  upon 
grounds  on  which  he  might  have  been  de- 
prived by  law ;  and  in  so  doing,  (such  is 
the  inference)  we  put  his  cause  upon  the 
most  advantageous  grounds ;  for,  surely, 
2M>  government  or  legislature  can  be  con- 
sidered as  acting  harwly  by  an  individual, 
when,  in  the  exercise  of  its  discretion,  it 
only  withholds  from  him  advantages,  from 
the  possession  of  which,  if  actually  vested 
in  bim,  the  law  itself  would  have  removed 
him.'--Sir,  I  both  deny  this  inference,  and 
I  deny,  that  the  proper  way  for  the  house 
to  examine  this  Question,  is  to  enquire  how 
it  would  stand,  if  considered  as  a  point  of 
law.  The  fact  shall  be,  if  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  pleases,  that  the  terms  of  the 
Agreement  would  warrant  the  construction 
which  he  pots  upon  them,  and  that  a  court 
of  law,  following  the  rules  of  interpreta- 
tion which  they  might  think  it  right  to 
observe,  wonld  declai*eMr.  Palmer's  Claim 
to  the  per-centage  to  be  forfeited,  in  con- 
se<)uence  of  the  misconduct,  which  has  for- 
feited his  place  for  life.  But,  I  am  yet  to 
learn,  that  a  house  of  parliament  in  judg- 
ing a  matter  of  this  sort,  is  confined  to  the 
mles  which  may  be  binding  on  a  court  of 
law ;  or  that  courts  of  law  may  not  be 
bound,  on  a  thousand  occasions,  and  most 
properly  bound,  by  rules  that  do  not  in  the 
particular  instance  coincide  with  the  sub- 
stantial justice  of  the  case.  Have  we 
oev^  heard  of  the  maxim  '  summum  jus, 
summa  injuria,'  and  is  there  not  notoriously, 
in  the  system  of  our  own  jurisprudence,  a 
provision  made  for  cases  in  which  the  de- 
cisions of  mere  law  would  be  contrary  to 
that  which  justice  and  equity  would  pre- 
•cribe }  In  fact,  the  very  courts  which  are 
meant  thus  to  supply  what  is  defective  in 
others,  and  to  correct  those  rules  which  in 
many  cases  stand  in  the  way  of  iusdce, 
are  themselves  sublet  to  constraints  from 
-which,  in  particular  instances,  they  would 
^lesire  to  be  firee,  as  leading  to  decisions 
di&rent  from  what  would  be  directed  by 
mere  nnfettered  justice.  In  the  interpre- 
tation of  Wills  how  often  does  it  happen, 
that  the  property  must  be  made  to  taJce  a 
course  different  from  that  which  the  testa- 
;lor  btmself  may  fairly  be  presiimed  to 
faive  intended  ?  What,  therefore,  would  be 
.the  senm  or  justice  of  taking  as  a  rale  for 


the  resolution  which  this  house  should 
come  to  in  a  case  submitted  to  its  justice 
and  to  its  liberality,  the  decision  wbjch  a 
court  of  law  might  find  itself  compelled  to  ' 
give,  if  called  upon  to  say  what  would  be 
the  legal  effect  of  a  written  instrument 
conceived  in  such  and  such  terms  ?  I  beg, 
therefore,  wholly  to  protest  against  this 
ingenious  turn,  by  which  the  right  hon. 
ffentleman,  conformably  enough  to  the 
habits  of  his  former  life,  would  take  this 
case  out  of  the  general  consideration  of 
justice  and  equity,  on  which  it  ought  to 
rest,  and  put  it  upon  the  issue  of  what  a 
court  of  law  should  decide  in  interpreting 
the  words  of  a  particular  grant.  We  have, 
not  only  the  words  of  th^  grant  before  m, 
but  the  whole  of  the  merits  of  the  case  ; 
and  it  is  upon  the  view  of  these  merits, 
combined  with  all  that  belongs  to  the 
character  of  this  house  and  of  the  country, 
that  it  is  becoming  and  fitting  for  us  to  de« 
cide. — ^Three  questions  present  themselves 
to  our  consideration  ;  What  was  the  bar- 
gain originally  made  ?  Has  that  bargain 
been  made  good  on  the  part  of  sovei  n- 
ment?  Bv  what  means  has  Mr.  Palmer 
forfeited  bis  claim  to  it  ? — ^With  a  view  to 
the  last  of  these  questions,  it  is  desirable 
to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the  first,  and  to 
recall  to  the  house,  what  the  nature  and 
character  was  of  the  bargain  originally 
made.  It  was  not  a  mere  grant  to  Mr. 
Palmer  of  a  fixed  remuneration  formed 
according  to  the  ideas  then  entertained  of 
the  merit  of  his  Plan,  but  a  reward  placed 
upon  the  best  possible  footing  on  which 
rewards,  in  sucli  oases,  can  be  made  to 
rest ;  namely,  such  as  should  make  the 
advantage  to  the  projector  rise  or  fall  in 
exact  proportion  to  the  service  which  he 
should  be  found  to  have  rendered — a  rule 
that  can  be  liable  but  to  one  objection  on 
the  part  of  the  public ;  namely,  that  of 
the  proportion  havine  been  taken  origi- 
nally too  high ;  but  which,  if  not  objected 
to  on  that  account,  (as  it  never  bad  been), 
can  hardly  be  objected  to  afterwards,  on 
account  of  the  absolute  profits  which,  in 
observance  of  that  proportion,  it  shall  be 
found  to  produce.  Whatever  the  fact 
may  be,  we  shall  never  venture  to  avow, 
that  we  refiise  to  make  good  to  Mr.  Pal- 
mer the  reward  tbkt  was  promised,  be- 
cause the  advantages  of  his  Plan  to  the 
public  have  turned  out  so  much  greater 
than  was  expected. — What  is  said,  is,  that 
his  Claim  has  been  forfeited  by  his  mis<- 
conduct ;  and  as  this  is  a  plea  which  has 
not,  in  the  general  nature  of  it,  any  thing 
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to  make  it  incapable  of  being  true,  it  is 
necessary  that  its  validity  should  be  exa- 
mined.— The  original  engagement  made 
with  Mr.Talmer  was  an  allowance  of  2 j 
per  cent,  to  be  computed  on  such  increase 
in  the  revenues  of  the  Post-CMce  as  could 
fairly  be  ascribed  to  the  efiects  of  his  Plan. 
It  was  a  remuneration  given  for  services 
already  performed,  and  involved  in  it  no 
consideration  of  any  thing  to  be  done  by 
Mr.  Palmer  in  future.  The  proof  is  that 
had  Mr.  Palmer  at  that  moment  Mtished  to 
retire  into  the  country,  or,  from  health  or 
liking,  or  any  other  cause,  declined  all 
further  concern  with  government,  there 
was  nothing  in  the  world  to  prevent  him. 
His  bargain  was  complete,  and  if  his  Plan 
produced  any  gain  to  the  public  he  had 
nothing  to  do,  m  order  to  receive  his  pro- 
portionate part,  bat  either  to  attend  him- 
self, or  to  furnish  to  nome  one  a  proper 
letter  of  attorney. — ^This  was  the  bargain 
which  unquestionably  Government  was 
ready  to  make  with  him,  and  which,  I  be- 
lieve, was  actually  concluded.  But  it  was 
thought,  that  a  change  in  part  might  be 
mdvantaffeously  made,  and  that  insteid  of 
paying  Mr.  Palmer  wholly  in  a  per-cent- 
age,  part  of  what  he  was  so  to  receive 
might  be  converted,  beneficially  to  the 
public  and  profitably  to  himself  into  an 
office  to  be  held  by  him  under  the  Post- 
Office,  and  he  be  enabled  thereby  to  su- 
perintend the  execution  of  his  Plan,  and 
thus  to  increase  at  once  the  public  revenue, 
and  his  own  profiu. — ^To  this  Arrange- 
ment, nothing  could  be  objected  ^  suppos- 
ing the  equivalent  to  be  justly  taken,  and 
supposing  always  that  Mr.  Palmer  had  no 
objection  to  being  further  employed  in- 
stead of  retiring  with  the  iiruiu  of  the  ser- 
vice which  he  had  already  rendered. 
Nobody  could  ever  have  suspected,  that 
by  accepting  an  oGu^e  and  a  salary  in  lieu 
of  part  of  what  was  to  be  paid  him  in 
another  form-*-that  by  converting,  as  it 
were,  part  of  his  property  into  an  annuity, 
—-he  was  to  alter  the  tenure  by  which  he 
held  all  that  waA  not  so  converted,  and 
was  to  exchange  what  was  absolutely  his, 
for  a  sum,  being  only  in  1  small  propor- 
tion larger,  which  any  misconduct  of  his 
own,  real  or  imputed,  or  the  mere  pleasure 
of  another,  might  at  any  moment  talK 
away  from  him.  A  doubt  miAi  not  un- 
reasonably be  entertained,  whether  this 
would  be  true  with  respect  even  to  the  par- 
ticular part  converted.  It  might  be  said, 
this  once  was  given  you  partlv  with  a 
view  to  futnre  service^  iMit  partly  with  a 


view  to  what  was  passed ;  and  so  &r  at  it 
was  a  recompence  for  the  past»  it  ought,  if 
forfeited,  to  be  replaced  to  you  in  its  origi* 
nal  form.  But,  it  is  perfectly  monstrous 
to  contend,  as  is  now  done,  that  in  virtue 
of  the  "small  portion  so  converted,  the 
whole  of  what* was  due  to  him,  and  what 
was  actually  agreed  for,  should,  from  that 
moment,  become  precarious  and  contin^ 
gent,  ii)3tead  of  absolute  and  certain.  No 
such  bargain  can  be  admitted  but  upon 
the  faith  of  docunaenta  expressed  ia  terma 
the  most  positive  and  precise,  and  leaving 
nothing  in  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  inlen£> 
ed  to  be  conveyed.  Jt  cannot  be  left  to 
be  inferred  or  collected,  or  to  stand  on 
rules  of  technical  interpretation,  or  on  the 
doubtful  testimony  or  persons,  speaking 
as  to  their  opinion  of  what  was  intended 
at  the  tinie,and  who,  however  respectable, 
are  themselves  very  much  in  the  situation 
of  parties.  It  is  not  to  be  believed,  but 
upon  proof  the  most  compulsory,  that  any 
man  of  good  and  sound  understanding 
would  make  a  bargain  so  disadvantageous 
to  himself  There  is  no  proportion  b&» 
tween  the  price  paid  and  the  advantage  to 
be  gained.  Mr.  Palmer  by  acceptiiiff  the 
office  proposed,  would  hope,  no  doub^  to 
increase  the  Post-Office  revenue,aDd  there- 
by, besides  the  credit  which  he  would 
gain,  to  increase  his  own  profits.  But 
what  a  bargain  would  he  have  made,  if 
for  the  chance  of  this  additional  gain,  he 
should  have  put  into  jeopardy  the  whole 
of  what  was  already  secured  to  him  I  Yet. 
this  is  the  situation  in  which  the  hon. 
gentlemen  contend  he  had  been  willing  to 
place  himself.  You  have  consented,  «ay 
they,  to  be  paid  partly  by  a  per-ceaftage 
and  partly  by  an  office,  in  other  words,  to 
accept  an  office  in  lieu  of  a  part  of  yonr 
per-centage.  From  the  office  you  are  re^ 
moveable,  in  fact  at  pleasure^  but  certainly 
for  misconduct,  and  as  we  cannot  distin* 
guish  between  the  grounds  on  which  one 
part  of  your  payment  ia  made^  and  thoii 
on  which  another  is  made,  but  mnat  con- 
sider them  all  as  resting  on  the  mixed  and 
joint  views  of>  reward  for  the  paet  and 
engagement  for  the  future,  whatever  has 
the  cAect  of  forfeiting  one  paort  must  for* 
feit  the  whole  ;  and  as  it  is  clear,  that  a^ 
ter  such  misconduct  as  you  have  beca 
gnihy  of  your  sabry  must  go,  it  foUoara  by 
neccflsity,  and  by  connection  of  patta^  that 
however  it  may  have-  been  given  yon  oa 
the  principle  of  a  reward,  and  nay  have 
remained  in  its  origiaoi  form  of  a  '0«n> 
cenlage,  the  rest  auift  ^  ii)ceiaiaa»    .ma 

Digitized  by  V^OOQl€ 


507] 


PABL.  DEBATES,  Mat  12,  1808.— ilfr.  PaJmer^s  CWbc 


p5§ 


there  ever  so  tngenioos  and  satisfactoir  an 
argauient  ?  Mr.  Palmer  must  feel  half  re- 
conciled to  the  loss  of  all  that  he  thought 
himself  entitled  to,  when  he  finds  it  Tvrest- 
cd  out  of  his  hands  by  such  a  masterly 
asid  dextrous  piece  of  logic !  The  worst  of 
the  argument  is,  that  it  will  do  as  well  the 
other  way,  and  that  if  the  parts  of  his  grant 
are  so  connected,  that  they  must  all  stand 
or  fall  together,  it  may  be  asked,  why  the 
salary  should  not  follow  the  law  of  the 
per-centage,  as  well  as  the  per-centage 
that  of  the  salary  ?  The  per-centage,  it  is 
plain,  was  clear  reward  and  nothing  else : 
It  was  given  for  service  past,  and  could  not 
well  be  forfeited,  in  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  and  while  the  public  was  actually 
enjoying  the  benefit  of  it,  by  any  thins 
that  should  be  done  afterwards.    It  would 
be  just  as  good,  therefore,  and  in  fact  bet- 
ter argument,  to  skj,  that  as  the  salary  was 
in  part  given  as  matter  of  reward,  this  was 
a  case  in  which  office  and  salary  was  not, 
as  in  other  cases,  forfeited  by  misconduct, 
but  should  be  continued  in  part  at  least, 
even  though  the  party  should  have  acted 
in  such  a  way  as  would  have  amounted  to 
a  forfeiture  in  any  other  circumstances. 
The  truer  decision  however  is^  no  doubt, 
^at  the  salary  was  forfeited,  and  nothing 
else.     Mr.  Palmer  consented  to  convert  a 

{art  of  the  property  which  was  already 
is  by  an  absolute  and  indefeasible  right, 
viz.  his  per-centage,  into  property  of  ano- 
ther description,  and  which  it  was  iair  to 
consider  as  subject  to  the  condition  by 
which  such  property  is  usually  held. 
When  he  took  an  office  in  Eeu  of  a  part  of 

'bis  per-centage,  it  might  be  contended, 
and  not  without  plaasibility,  that  he  took 
it  subject  to  all  the  chances  to  which  such 

,  office  was  exposed :  though  even  there  I 
should  be  inclined  to  mamtain,  that  if  in 
the  number  of  those  chances,  removal  at 
pleatfure  was  to  be  included,  the  interpreta- 
^on  would  be  rather  a  hard  one.  But  for- 
feiture for  misconduct  I  should  not  thmk 
hard,  eren  though  it  involved  in  it,  as  it  does 
in  the  present  instance,  a  loss  and  punish- 
soent  to  Mr.  Palmer  beyond  that  of  the 
mere  salary,  namely,  the  loss  of  all  that 
increase  of  profit  which  the  possession  of 
the  office  was  likely  to  produce  upon  the 
great  body  of  his  income,  viz.  the  per- 
centage, which  he  still  retained.  This  loss 
I  think  Mr.  Palmer  has  fairly  incurred  in 
the  present  instance.  But  to  extend  the 
construction  to  the  whole  of  what  had 
been  siven  him,  and  to  say,  that  having 
tvmeaoiie  part  of  what  he  had  into  sa- 


lary, the  tenure  of  the  salary  was  to  at- 
tach instantly  on  all  that  remained,  is  a 
construction  not  less  extravagant  than  if 
you  were  to  extend  the  same  to  any  pro- 
perty which  he  held  in  land  or  in  the 
funds,  which  he  had  derived  from  bequest, 
or  inheritance,  or  acquired  by  his  private 
industry. — It  is  needless  in  this  point  of  * 
view  to  touch  upon  any  topic,  even  if  such 
there  should  be,  by  which  the  delinquency 
imputed  to  him  might  in  any  degree  be 
extenuated  or  excused.    Though  pleas  to 
that  e^ct  are  not  so  entirely  wantine  as 
some  may  suppose,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  means  employed  against  him,  and 
the  little  scruple  felt  by  many  of  those 
whose  arts  he  had  to  encounter,  yet  it  is 
better  in  argument  wholly  to  ^e  up  their 
part  of  the  case,  and  to  consider  his  con- 
duct in  office  not  only  as  being,  what  it 
certainly  was,  in  the  highest  desree  cul- 
pable, but  as  totally*  indkpable  of  defence 
or  mitigation.    All  that  it  is  necessary  to 
say  is>  that  the  delinquency  was  not  of  a 
sort,  as  indeed  what  delinquency  is  ?  that 
could  work  a  forfeiture  of  rights  which 
had  been  completed  before  the  crime  was 
committed.    The  opposers  of  the  Claim, 
sensible  that  it  was  not  upon  those  grounds 
that  resistance  to  it  could  be  maintained, 
have  had  recourse  to  the  terms  which j^ at 
a  subsequent  period,  Mr.  Palmer  had  been 
fain  to  accede  to,  when  the  only  option 
allowed  him  was  between  those  or  none. 
The  mere  statement  of  such  an  agreement 
in  an  answer  to  any  use  to  be  made  of  it  . 
as  concluding  against  the  future  claims  of 
the  party.     Mr.  Palmer  finding  himself 
opposed  by  men  who  had  all  power  in 
their  hands,  vras  willing,  as  most  other 
persons  would  have  been  in  the  same  cir- 
dumstances,  to  consider  rather  what  he 
could  get  than  what  he  might  think  him- 
self entitled  to.    The  moment  the  minis- 
try Were  in  possession  of  the  letters,  to 
which  to-day  also,  so  much  triumphant 
reference  has  been  made,  Mr.  Palmer  was 
at  their  mercy.    With  such  a  battery  to 
play  off   a^inst  him,  the  moment  ho 
should  set  his  foot  in  the  house,  he  could 
not  have  stood  before  them  for  an  instant. 
He  would  not  have  obtained  a  hearing* 
The  hoose,  it  may  now  be  hoped,  not 
being  taken  by  surprise,  nor  borne  down 
by  the  long  established  authority  whick 
then  ruled  it,  will  be  more  disposed  t<^ 
listen  to  reason  ;  and,  as  one  of  the  first 
proofs  of  snch  a  disposition,  will  never 
consider  an  acquiescence .  on  the  part  of: 
Mr.  Palmer  in  the  terms  dictated  to  him,, 
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as  an  admission  that  what  was  so  offered 
was  equal  to  the  fair  amount  of  his  de- 
mands.    His  consent  to  accept  what  was 
then  ofieied,  that  is  to  say,  all   that  he 
could  then  hope  to  ^et,  was  not  an  act 
that  could,  with  any  justice,  in  my  opi- 
nion, be  quoted  against  him,  as  prejudicing 
any  claim  which  he  might  otherwise  be 
thought  to  possess.     His  claim  must  re- 
main such  as  it  was  originally  :  and  it  is 
upon  this  Claim  that  the  house  is  called 
upon  to  pronounce  ;  judging,  not  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  which  som^  have  proposed 
as  the  guide  of  its  judgment,  but  on  those 
principles  of  general  equity,  which  would 
seem  more  suitable  to  the  character  of  a 
legislative  assembly,  deciding  between  an 
individual  and  the  public.     Was  the  bar- 
gain made  with  Mr.  Palmer,  originally, 
an  unfair,  or  improvident  one  ?     Was  it 
Tiott  on  the  contrary,  such  as  the  public 
would  be  glad  to  repeat,  could  the  advan- 
tages of  his  Plan  be  obtained  at  no  cheaper 
rate  ?     Can  it  be  said  with  any  truth,  that 
a  bargain  so  circumstanced,  has  been  for- 
feited  by  his  misconduct,  however  justly 
that  misconduct  has  forfeited   the  office 
which  he  accepted  in  lieu  of  part  of  it  ? 
And  if  the  reward  due  for  service  already 
performed,  and  of  which  the  public  are 
now  enjoying  the  firuits,  cannot  well  be 
forfeited  by  misconduct  of  a  subsequent 
date,  would  it  be  consonant  to  the  justice 
or  creditable  to  the  character  of  the  house, 
that  they  considered  as  a  surrender  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  right,  the  acceptance  on  his  part 
of  a  smaller  sum,  when  the   rejection  of 
what  was  then  tendered  mutt  be  consi- 
dered  as  nothing  less  than  a  renunciation 
of  all  further  hopes? 

Sir  John  Newport  stated  himself  to  have 
been  a  member  of  tha  Committee  ;  which 
had  bestowed  upon  every  transaction  con- 
nected with  the  case,  the  most  particular 
and  deliberate  attention.  He  then  read 
various  extracts  from  ihe  Evidence  de- 
tailed before  the  Committee,  upon  the 
face  of  which  he  contended  that  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's Claim  for  remuneration  was  clearly 
made  out  and  established. 

Sir  Francis  Burdeti. — Since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  this .  assembly,  I  believe 
it  has  riever  been  my  reproach  that  I 
bave  been  found  the  champion  of  needless 
extravagance,  or  the  advocate  of  a  wan- 
ton profusion  with  the  public  money. 
Yet,  much  as  I  respect  the  maxims  of 
economy,  I  am  so  far  from  esteeming  them 

Jaramount  to  the  claims  of  justice,  that 
must  rise  to  give  the    present  ques- 


tion my  decided  approbation  and  sup* 
port.     A  great  deal  of  personal  acrimony 
has  escaped  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer)  and  an 
attempt,  rather  insidiously,  I  must  think, 
has  been  made   by  him  to   reduce  this 
question  into  the  narrow  shape  of  a  mere 
party  measure.    I  regret  that  any  thing 
of  this  kind  has  occurred,  because  in  my 
sincere  belief,  no  case  was  ever  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  the  house,  in  which 
party  feelings  or  party  canvas  has  had  less 
connection. — In  respect  to  this  case,  ex- 
clusive of  the  clearness  with  which  it  is 
made  out,  I  never  recollect  either  to  have 
heard  or  read  of  one  coming  before  par* 
liament  with  stronger  recommendations 
in  every  respect.    In  the  first  place,  here 
is  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of  en- 
quiry ;  next,  here  is  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee whom  we  appointed  to  investigate 
its  merits ;  and, lastly,  here  are  the  digested 
professional  opinions  of  four  of  the  first 
legal  abilities  in  the  kingdom,  namely, 
lord  Erskine,  lord  chief  justice  Mansfield, 
the  present  Attorney  General,  sir  Vicary 
Gibbs,    and     Mr.    Adam— all    of  these 
strictly  ,  corresponding   and  representing 
the  claims  in  so  strong  and  positive  a  light, 
that  it  is  ^most  impossible  to  add  any 
thing  in  support  of  their  authority. — ^To 
appreciate  the  merits  of  this  case  posi- 
tively, it  may  perhaps  be  worth  our  while 
to  consider  it  nrst  comparatively,  and  to 
take  a  retrospective  glance  at  contracts 
which  government  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  entering  into  with  others.    And,  really, 
when  I  survey  these  on  the  one  hand,  and 
contemplate  Mr.  Palmer's  agreement  on 
the  other,  they  appear  to  me  so  extremely 
opposite  in  principle^  so  strangely  differ- 
ent in  practice,  that  I  cannot  reconcile  it 
to  mv  coiiscience,  even  to  class  them  un- 
der the  same  denomination.     One  striking 
instance  of  this  inequality  is  manifest  in 
the  contracts  respecting  the  Dutch  prize 
ships,  where  commissioners  for  ascertain- 
ing the  value  of  the  cargoes  receive  often 
5  per  cent,  on  the  amount,  and  actually 
for  not  doing  one  single  act  of  benefit  to 
the  public;  or  in  any  way  whatever  de- 
serving suck  extravagant   remuneration. 
Now,  really,  when  we   hear  cases  like 
these  attempted  to  be  placed  in  the  same 
scale  with  Mr.  Palmer's,  our   common 
reason  is  insulted.    In  most  of  the  con* 
tracts  hitherto  made,  the  advantages  of  the 
contractor  arise  out  of  the  excess  in  the 
£(ross  expenditure,  which  it  consequently 
becomes  his  interest  to  aggravate  and  in* 
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crease,  by  every  possible  means ;  ivhile, 
in  this  agreement  of  Mr.  Palmer's,  his 
emolaments  are  merely  to  grow  out  of  the 
net  increased  revenue  of  the  Post  OfRce 
in   recompence  of  his  plan,  whereby  the 
interests  of  the  public  are  inseparably  in- 
terwoven with  his  own. — Sir,  I  have,  in 
the  course  of  this  debate,  heard  a  number 
of  letters  read  by  gentlemen  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  by  way   of   refutation  to  the 
claim  ;  but,  I  cannot  perceive  they  have 
any  thin^  to  do  with  the  specific  agreement 
entered  mto  with  Mr.  Palmer;   on  the 
contrary,  they  appear  to  me  perfectly  un- 
connected with  it.     If,  indeed,  they  can 
prove  by  these  letters  the  failure  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  plan,  and  that  the  Post  Office 
revenue  has  derived  no  increase  from  his 
exertions,  why,  then,  I  perfectly   agree 
with  them,  that  the  whole  afiair  falls  to 
the  ground.     Or,  should  they  prove,  from 
any  thing  contained  in  them,  that  the  re- 
Tenue  falls  short  of  the  stated  amount,  in 
that  ease,  I  am  willing  to  allow  that  Mr. 
Palmer  should  only  be  paid  to  the  abso- 
lute extent  of  the  advantages  which  have 
accrued ;  and,  as  far  as  I  understand,  it  is 
vpon  this  principle  he  desires  to  be  judg- 
ed.    But,  upon  what  mode  or  system  of 
calculation  he  is  to  be  paid  a  yearly  sa- 
lary of  3,000/.  and  his  agreement  can- 
celled, I  am  really  at  a  loss  to  determine. 
In  fact,  sir,  the  gentlemen  opposite  seem 
to  be  puzzled  themselves,  in  respect  to 
this  aflair,  and  shift  their  position  so  fre- 
quently in  the  course  of  the  argument, 
that  it  is  rather  difficult  to  know  upon 
what  ground  they  wish  to  fight  the  ques- 
tion ;  first,  it  is  an  Agreement ;  now,  it  is 
not  an  Agreement;   then,  we  are  told  of 
the  difficulties  of  the  times,  and  the  neces- 
Bity  of  a.  rigid  economy.     Sir,  I  am  most 
sensibly  alive  to  the  misery  of  the  times, 
and  no  one,  I  believe,  can  more  feelingly 
deplore  them;    but  I  am  so  thoroughly 
convinced  of  the  justice  and  equity  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  Claims,  and  so  perfectly  aware 
of  the  general  feeling  of  the  country  to- 
wards them,  that  if  the  gentlemen  on  the 
Treasury  bench  will  but  cfo  justice  to  the  in- 
dividual, I  am  content  they  should  throw 
upon  my  shoulders  the  whole  blame  of  the 
transaction,  and  hold  me  out  to  the  people 
as    the  extravagant    spendthrift    of   the 
public  revenue. — Sir,  one  argument  (if  it 
may  be  so  termed)  brought  forward  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  seems  to' 
me  to  be  the  mo^t  absurd  assertion  I  ever 
heanl  of.    The  right  hon.  gent,  attempted 
to  persuade  the  house,  that  the  2\  per  cent. 
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as  well  as  the  1,500/.  a  year,  were  both 
intended  and  given  as  a  salary  incidental 
to  the  office  of  Comptroller  of  the  Post 
Office,  and  that  both  those  remunerations 
should  cease  with  the  functions  of  the  of- 
fice.     Now  if  that'  were  the  case,  how 
happens  it,  that  every  officer  who  has 
been  appointed  subsequent  to  Mr.   Pal- 
mer's dismissal,  and  has  had  exactly  the 
same  duties  to  perform — how  happens  it,  I 
say,  that  he  has  not  had  the  same  salary  ? 
Why,  it  is  evident,  because  no  other  offi- 
cer   ever  did   the  services  out  of  office 
which  Mr.  Palmer  did;    no  other  officer 
ever  added  millions  to  the  revenue  of  the 
country.    Why,  then,  it  is  indisputable, 
that  this  allowance  was  granted  to  Mr. 
Palmer  as  a  remuneration  for  having  given 
to  the  public  a  Plan  replete  with"  every 
advantage  of  profit  and  convenience. 

Mr.  George  Jolmsione  observed,  that  the 
mode  of  attack  adopted  by  the  opposition 
members  that  night  appeared  to  him  quite 
of  a  novel  complexion ;   for  he  believed 
that  this  was  the  first  occasion  upon  which 
gentlemen  sitting  upon  the  treasury  bench 
Had  been  reproached  for  a  too  scrupulous 
regard  of  the  public  money,  and  held  out- 
to  the  niition  as  over-cautious  misers  of 
the  enormous  trust  reposed  in  their  djscre* 
tion:  and  he  could  not  avoid  remarking 
as  something  additionally  extraordinary, 
that  the  present  advocates  for  a  profiise 
generosity,  were  the  very  persons  who 
were  clamouring  in    every    man's  ears 
against  the   increasing  hardships  of  the 
times,  and  t^e  necessity  of  a  reduced  ex- 
penditure.    The  two  parties  seemed  com^^ 
pletely  to  have  shifted  their  ground  while- 
arguing  the  present  case ;  for  now  minis^ 
ters  were  violently  blamed,  merely  because 
they  followed  these  prudential  maxims  so 
long  recommended  by  their  adversaries.* 
Whatever  might  be  tlie  event  of  the  pre- 
sent question,  he  must  assert,  that  his  right 
hon.  friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche-' 
quer,  simply  performed  his  duty,  by  re- 
sisting all  doubtful   demands  upon    the* 
public  purse,  of  which  that  house  was  the 
natural  guardian,  and  was  bound  by  every 
just  principle  to  protect  from  ^ spoliation 
with  the  same  anxiety  as  any  individual 
would  his  private  property. 

Lord  Henry  Petty,  after  recapitulating* 
and  enforcing  several  of  Mr.  Windham'* 
remarks,  proceeded  to  state,  that  leave  to 
bring  in  the  present  petition,  had  been- 
applied  for  while  he  held  the  situation  of 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer ;  that  wjthout 
pledging  himself  in  the  slightest  degree, 
E 
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£or  any  support  to  the  case,  he  had  given 
his  coqsent  that  a  committee  should  be 
appointed  to  investigate  and  report  upon 
the  Claims,  because  (though  at  that  time 
he  was  entirely  unacquainted  with  .the  jus- 
tice of  the  case)  he  felt  that  Mr.  Palmer 
had  produced  such  signal  and  extensive 
advantage  to  his  country,  that  any  de- 
mand he  might  bring  forward  for  remune- 
ration was  at  least  entitled  to  an  attentive 
consideration. — Since  that  period,  however, 
he  had  seriously  examined  the  mass  of 
Evidence    now    before    the   house,    and 
through  the  whole  chain  of  it,  he  had 
found  abundance  of  proof,  however  the 
ingenuity  of  some  gentlemen  had  laboured 
to  distort  the  plain  fact,  that  Mr.  Palmer 
was  entitled,  by  every  tie  of  honour  as 
well  as  gratitude,  that  could  be  held  bind- 
ing to  a  nation,  to  receive  the  full  and 
entire  compensation  which  he  claimed. — 
With  respect  to  the  wild  theory  affected 
to  be  raised  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
that  the  purchase-money  bargained  for 
Mr.  Palmer's  Plan  escheated  back  to  go- 
vernment as  a  forfeit,  when  they  chose  to 
dismiss  him  from  his  official  employ,  it 
realljr  was  too  idle  and   paradoxical  to 
require  a  serious  reply.     Let  the  house, 
for  an  instant,  draw  any  parallel  case  : 
Suppose  an  ingenious  artificer  comes  to 
the  board  of  admiralty;   and  says   **  I 
have  invented  a  machine  which  shall  de- 
stroy the  French  fleet  in  Brest  harbour  mt 
a  single  blow,  will  you  buy  itof  me  for 
20,000/.  ?"  The  board,  after  some  experi- 
ments, are  convinced  of  its  efficacy,  and 
agree  to  the  purchase.    Afterwards  they* 
say  to  the  inventor,  '*  No  person  can  un- 
derstand the  application  of  this  machine  «o 
well  as  yourself,  and  we  wish  to  engaee 
your  personal  services  to  superintend  the 
enterprize.     We  appoint  you  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  man  of  war,  and  will  pay  you 
^uch  an  allowance  while  w^  retain  you  in 
the  na^y.'*    The  inventor  never  desired 
this  appointment,  but  he  accepts  it,  he 
ccoaipletes  the  object  of  the  enterprize,  and 
the  French  fleet  b  dest^ed ;  but,  while 
this  work  is  about,  be  iconducts  himself  im- 
properly in  his  ship,  and  disobeys  the  chief 
in  command ;  the  Admiralty  immediately 
dismiss  him  from  the  service,  and  his  con- 
ditional allowance  ends  with  his  employ- 
ment.   Sa  far  all  is  proper ;    but  would 
any  man  be  found,  who  should  si^  this 
man  had.  not  a  claim,  a  just  and  legal 
claim  upon  the  Admiralty  Board,  for  the 
20,000/.  which  they  had  ori^nally  bar- 
gained ^for  the  purchase  of  bis  invention. 


and  which  invention  had  already  answered 
every  purpose  it  had  promised  to  effect  ? 
— No,  he  did  not  think  were  was  any  man 
in  the  united  kingdom,  who  would  come 
forward  to  start  so  preposterous  and  dis- 
honest an  idea.  Now,  let  the  house,  at  a 
single  glance,  compare  this  imagiaary 
case  with  the  real  one,  and  find,  if  it  could, 
one  jot  of  distinction  between  their  merits. 
He  really  considered  Mr.  Palmer's  case  to 
be  so  indisputably  established,  that  he 
would  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  house 
with  any  additional  comments;  all  the 
duty  that  remained  to  him  was  to  refute  in 
the  general  face  of.  the  house,  any  insinua* 
tion,  that  the  support  given  to  the  petition 
by  his  tiriends  or  by  himself,  resulted  from 
any  thing  in  the  likeness  of  party  spirit* 
He  protested,  individually,  that  he  had  not 
conversed  upon  this  case  with  any  of  the 
gentlemen  who  usually  did  him  the  hcmour 
to  concur  in  sentiment  with  him,  and  that 
even  Major  Palmer  himself  must  bav» 
been  ignorant  till  that  moment  of  the 
nature  of  the  vote  which  he  now  certainly 
should  give. 

Sir  nomas  Turton — Sir  ;  having  myself 
formed  one  of  the  Committee  appointed 
by  the  house  to  examine  into  the  merits  of 
Mr.  Palmer's  Agreement  with  govern- 
ment, I  feel  it  a  peculiac  duty  to  offer  my 
sentiments  upon  the  present  consideration 
of  the  Report. — Sir;  I  could  wish  the 
house  to  recollect,  thatthe  manner  in  which 
this  Committee  was  selected,  was  agreed  to 
by  every  one  interested  for  or  against  the 
preeent  question,  as  the  fairest  and  nK>st 
impartial  nmde  that  could  be  adopted.  It 
was  comprised,  in  the  first  place,  of  all  the 
county  members,  of  all  the  representatives 
of  the  great  mercantile  cities,  of  gentle* 
men  of  the  long  robe,  and  of  merchants, 
and  I  challenge  any  gentleman  in  this 
house  to  produce  from  Uie  earliest  records 
of  parliament,  a  committee  more  qualified 
to  ascertain  the  merits  of  the  case  at  issue, 
or  more  likely  to  administer  equal  justice 
to  the  public  and  to  the  individual. — Sir ; 
I  can  boldly  aver,  that  there  never  was  a 
body  of  gentlemen  who  paid  a  more  strict 
and  constant  attention  to  the  subject  be- 
fore them,  or  who  went  more  fullv  and  es- 
sentially into  the  whole  of  the  Evidence 
during  a  long  and  laborious  investigation.- 
The  result  of  4hat  investigation  is  now  be- 
fore you,  and  they  there  declare  them- 
selves of  opinion,  '^  That  Mr.  Palmer  has 
fully  proved  his  Agreement,  and  is  justly 
entitled  to  the  sum  he  claims.'' — Now,  sir, 
I  am  far  firom  asserting,  that  this  bovse  if; 
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bound  implicitly  to  abide  by  the  decision 
of  its  own  Committee,  bectuse  all  those 
who  have  bestowed  as  much  of  their  time 
and  attention  •to  this  case  as  the  members 
•of  that  Committee,  are  certainly  as  well 
qualified  to  judge  of  its  merits ;  but,  sir, 
as  there  are,  undoubtedly,  many  honourable 
gentlemen  present,  who  from  the  pressure 
iff  other  business,  have  found  it  impossible 
«&  go  through  the  printed  £vidence  before 
them,  1  do  say,  sir,  that  as  many  gentle- 
men as  are  in  their  own  minds  conscioia 
of  their  want  of  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, are  bound  in  honor,  either  to  agree 
'With  the  Committee  wUch  they  them- 
vselves  have  'delegated,  or  to  gire  no  vote 
whatever  upon  the  subject*— one  of  these 
two  things  I  think  we  have  a  right  to  ask 
of  them.*-^ir;  it  appears  to  me,  the 
whole  argument  on  this  subject  resolves 
-itself  into  one  plain  question ;  Was  there 
an  Agreement,  or  was  there  not  ? — Sir ; 
Mr.  Pitt  himself  acknowledges  the  Agree- 
ment ;  and  I  believe  no  one  in  this  £:>use 
will  question  either  its  fiumees  or  modera- 
tion. Mr.  Palmer,  it  appears,  was  to  in- 
crease the  public  revenue  by  means  of  a 
leform  and  improvement  he  undertook  in 
the  Post  Office  department.  He  was  to 
embark  his  time,  his  fortune,  and  his  (ame 
in  this  experiment.  If  his  exertions  suc- 
ceeded, he  was  to  receive  a  fortieth  part 
only  of  the  emoluments  which  woula  in 
consequence  accrue  to  the  country ;  but, 
if  he.  failed,  (no  matter  from  what  cause) 
gOTemment  were  bound  to  make  him  no 
compensation  whatever,  either  for  his  time, 
trouble,  anxiety,  loss,  and  the  total  neglect 
of  all  his  other  concerns  in  life :  even  the 
goodness  and  the  purity  of  his  intentions 
were  not  to  be  taken  into  consideration  ; 
but  he  was  to  be  left  liable  to  encounter 

•  ruin,  penury,  and  mortification  as  the  re- 
ward of  a  mistaken  zeal  for  the  good  of 
his  country. — ^Thus,  sir,  in  this  extraordi- 
nary and  unprecedented  bargain,  the  coun- 
try were  to  incur  no  risk  whatever.  It 
was  morally  and  physically  impossible 

.  they  could  sustain  any  injury.  In  the 
event  of  failure,  Mr.  Pahner  alone  was 
to  suffer  the  whole  of  the  loss;  but,  if  his 
Plan  succeeded,  why  then,  sir,  for  every 
twenty  shillings  the  country  was  to  come 
mto  me  possession  of,  Mr.  Palmer,  the  pro- 
jector and  inventor  of  the  means  by  which 

*  these  ^en^  shillings  were  acquired,  was 
to  receive  six-pence,  and  that  during  his 
life  on]y..»There  is  one  feature  in  this 
A|ppeement  to  which  I  would  particularly 

i^wdtt  the  attention  of  the  boose.    Mr. 


Palmer  does  not,  wfth  the  prudent  calcu- 
lation of  a  worldly-minded  man,  say  to 
the  government,  "  I  will  organize'  this 
Plan,  1  will  prove  to  you  that  it  isfeasible« 
and  having  brought  you  to  this  ccmviction, 
you  shall  pay  me  such  a  specific  sum  for 
the  invention,  and  whether  hereafter  the 
scheme  continues  to  succeed  or  no  will  be 
a  matter  of  indifference  to  me.''  No, 
sir,  Mr.  Palmer's  language  to  the  minister 
is  this — f  The  conti-act  I  submit  to  you 
shall  not  place  it  in  the  power  of  the  pub- 
lic to  reproach  you  with  having  made  an 
improvident  bargain :  they  shall  not  have 
it  to  say>  you  have  extravagantly  expended 
a  sum  of  money  upon  a  projector  whose 
Plan,  though  successful  to  a  certain  degree^ 
is  yet  very  inadequate  to  the  injudicious 
reward  he  has  received :  what  I  request  is 
this,  that  at  the  end  of  each  year  an  ac- 
count be  taken  of  the  Post  Office  receipt^ 
and  out  of  this  gross  sum  all  the  expences 
incidental  to  tlw  establishment  shall  be 
disbursed,  and  then,  firomthe  clear  net  mo- 
nies paid  into  the  treasury  beyond  the  old 
amount,  I  demand  my  per-centa^  of  six- 
pence in  the  pound." — Here,  sir,  are  no 
speculative  advantages,  no  ideal  emolu- 
ments; before  the  inventor  is  to  be  thought 
of^  we  are  to  see  these  emoluments  and  to 
feel  the  benefit  of  them ;  and  when  we 
have  satisfied  ourselves  of  Uieir  reality,  and 
we  ai*e  absolutely  in  the  enjoyment  of 
them,  then,  and  not  till  then,  Mr.  Palmer 
is  to  reap  die  benefit  of  his  Agreement.^— 
Sir,  it  is  upon  this  principle  Mr.  Palmer 
wishes  to  be  judged ;  produce  the  Post 
Office  accounts.  If  we  have  not  benefited 
by  his  plan,  he  has  no  claim  upon  us ;  but 
li,  on  the  contrary,  it  should  appear,  that 
the  country  has  derived  and  is  deriving  an 
inunense  annual  income  firom  his  services, 
why  then,  sir,  I  assert,  and  I  feel  confident 
that  the  public  will  bear  me  out  in  the  as- 
sertion, that  he  ought,  in  justice  and  in 
honour,  to  be  paid  up  to  the  amount  of  his 
success.  Sir ;  it  has  been  advanced  by  a 
right  hon.  gent,  that  Mr.  P^loier,  from  dis- 
puting the  commands  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  Mras  found  unfit  to  retain  his  offi- 
cial situation  in  the  Post  Office ;  and  that  by 
his  acting  so  as  to  oblige  the  Treasury  to 
ducharge  him,  he  deprived  the  country  of 
many  advantages  his  continuance  in  office 
would  have  insured  to  them. — Sir  ;  in  the 
first  place,  I  deny  that  it  waft  necessary  to 
discharge  Mr.  Palmer  for  disobedience  to 
ihe  Postmaster  General,  because  he  never 
acknowledged  their  authority,  but  I  am 
ready  to  admits  with  the  rigty;  hon.  gent. 
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that  the  public  suffered  materially  in  a 
prospective  view,  from  Mr.  Palmer's  dis- 
missal. But,  sir,  the  right  hon.  gent  ap- 
pears to  forget,  that  Sir;  Palmer  is  not 
asking  the  country  to  reward  him  for  the 
services  he  would  have  performed,  had  he 
been  permitted  to  give  them  ;  he  only  de- 
mands his  per-centage  upon  that  sum  of 
money  which  he  has  actually  put  us  in 
possession  of. — Sir;  there  can  be  no  deceit, 
no  sophistry  in  this.  You  have  the  money, 
or  you  hsrve  not :  prove  the  latter  and  his 
Claim  vani.shes.  But  if  you  admit  the 
tbrmer,  it  is  clearly  substantiated.  Now, 
sir,  if  for  the  sake  of  argument,  I  were  to 
suppose  that  Mr.  Palmer  had  justly  in- 
curred his  dismissal,  and  rendered  himself 
incapable  of  continuing  his  services  to  the 
public,  why,  sir,  even  in  this  view  of  the 
aflair,  the  fault  would  carry  along  with 
it  its  own  punishment,  for  this  agree- 
ment so  links  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic with  that  of  the  individual,  that  the 
one  cannot  sufter  without  the  other  bear- 
ing a  proportionate  participation.  If  the 
government  did  not  chuse  to  continue 
Mr.  Palmer  in  office,  it  was  a  circumstance 
much  to  be  regp*etted ;  but  still,  they  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  select  their  own 
officers;  and  it  was  at  their  choice  either 
to  retain  him  or  dismiss  him.  They  had 
th6  most  unqualified  rrght  to  dispense  with 
bis  services  ;  but  they  could  no^  in  honor, 
or  in  equity,  dispense  with  his  Agreement; 
unless  indeed  they  gave  up  all  me  advan- 
tages accruing  from  it,  and  reverted  back 
to  the  old  injurious  system,  from  which 
his  talents  and  perseverance  had  rescued 
them. — But  it  seems  on  the  suspension 
of  Mr.  Palmer,  the  government  discon- 
tinued the  usual  payment  of  his  per- 
centage, and  settlea  an  annuity  of  3,000/. 
upon  him  for  his  life.  Now,  sir,  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  by  what  right  the  original 
agreement  is  to  be  annulled,  and  this  pen- 
sion foisted  on  Mr.  Palmer  in  lieu  of  it  ? 
Did  Mr.  Palmer  consent  to  this  arrange- 
ment.^ No.  Did  he  accept  the  3,000^  a 
year  as  a  compensation  for  his  per-cen-* 
tage  ?  No.  Why  then,  sir,  the  contract 
on  his  part  remains  unbroken,  and  he  is  en-> 
titled  to  the  full  and  complete  benefit  of 
it. — But,  sir,  the  right  hon.  gent,  has  stated, 
that  the  3,000/.  a  year  was  rather  more 
than  the  yearly  per-centage  at  that  time 
amounted  to ;  and  that  it  was  conceived 
Mr.  Palmer  would  be  a  gainer  by  this 
arrangement.  Now  sir,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  must  (limself  be  aware  of  the  fallacy 
of  this  argument ;  because  he  knew  that 
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the  revenue  which  the  per-centage  gre^ 
out  of,  was  increasing  every  hour,  and  that 
before  the  next  settiemeot  couid-  arrive, 
Mr.  Palmer's  per-centage  would  overtake 
and  leave  behind  it  this  3,000/.  a  year 
which  they  now  bold  up  as  an  advantage- 
ous settlement  to  the  projector. — Mr.  Pal- 
mer was  aware,  that  during  the  infancy  of 
this  system  his  emoluments  would  be  small; 
but  he  looked  forward  to  a  progressive  ex- 
tension of  them  from  the  increasing  com- 
merce of  the  country,  and  the  faicility  and 
convenience  which  his  Plan  heki  out  to  its 
correspondence.  So,  sir,  that  under  these 
circumstances  it  is  an  abuse  of  words  to 
say  that  this  Treasury  manoeufvre  was  play- 
ed od'  in  kindness  or  even  fairness  to  Mr, 
Palmer ;  for  in  right  of  his  A^ement  he 
would  at  this  time  be  receiving  10,000^ 
instead  of  3,000/.  a  year,  and  this  fiu:t  is 
at  once  the  strongest  and  most  incontesti- 
ble  proof  of  his  merit  and  ability. — ^But 
sir,  I  blush  to  say,  that  it  was  the  extent 
of  Mr.  Palmer's  success,  and  the  almost 
incredible  emoluments  arising  to  govern- 
ment from  his  scheme,  that  precluded  him 
from  the  benefit  of  his  contract.  Had  Mr. 
Palmer  succeeded  in  a  smaller  degree  he 
had  been  safe,  and  had  five  or  six  other 
projectors  succeeded  afterwards  in  the 
same  proportion  up  to  the  present  re- 
venue, their  separate  obligations  would  all 
have  been  thankfiilly  discharged,  and  the 
government  have  congratulated  themselves 
on  such  provident  bargains.  But,  sir,  be- 
cause one  man  undertakes  a  hopeless  re- 
form, and  afler  succeeding  in  defiaiu^e  of 
all  calculation,  carries  the  revenue  he  has 
so  reformed,  to  the  climax  and  acme  of 
perfection,  the  ministers  find  out  that  it  is 
excessively  presuming  that  any  one  man 
should  dare  to  make  such  an  impertinent 
display  of  his  genius  and  talent,  and  there- 
fore he  is  to  be  paid,  not  for  what  he  actu- 
ally has  done,  but  for  what  it  was  supposed 
he  might  be  able  to  do.  During  the  time 
this  plan  was  on  its  trial  and  its  success 
deemed  chimerical,  the  projector  had  sin- 
gly to  encounter  all  the  expence,  trouble, 
and  fatigue,  together  with  such  a  hydra 
train  of  difficulties  as  would  have  dnven 
almost  any  other  man  to  have  thrown  up 
the  contract  in  despair ;  in  the  mean  time, 
the  government,  who  were  to  reap  almost 
the  exclusive  benefit  of  his  exertions,  suf- 
fered under  none  of  these  vexations,  un- 
less in  their  own  imaginations* — ^But  sir, 
when  the  persevering  ability  of  Mr.  Pal- 
mer had  triumphed  over  every  obstacle, 
and  crowzied  his  Herculean  labours  with 
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success^  then  the  government  awaken  from 
their  idle  visions  of  apprehension,  to  the 
solid  and  absolute  enjoyment  of  an  im- 
mense revenue,  iwhile  Mr.  Palmer,  in  his 
ruined  fortune  and  impaired  health,  feels 
the  reality  of  the  evils  he  had  to  contend 
against ;  and  the  promised  reward  of  his 
toils,  the  honest  and  hard  earned  fruit 
of  his  ingenuity,  eludes  his  grasp,  and 
leaves  him  only  the  heart-rending  reflec- 
tion^ that  his  confidence  in  the  word  of 
a  minister,  his  imprudence  in  imagining 
that  the  public  faith  pledged  by  him,  was 
an  obligation  as  valid  as  the  written  con- 
tract of  any  other  individual,  have  subject- 
ed him  to  this  mass  of  injury  and  oppres- 
idon. — ^But,  it  is  said,  Mr.  Pitt  decided  on 
these  Claims.  Mr.  Pitt  was  a  party  con- 
cerned. Nor  can  I  (greatly  as  I  esteemed 
him)  surrender  my  judgment^  in  a  case 
where  the  aid  of  common  sense  is  alone 
necessary  to  form  it,  even  to  him. — But, 
sir,  it  is  plain  from  Mr.  Pitt's  conduct,  and 
from  his  Evidence,  that  he  was  not  satis- 
fied with  himself.  It  is  plain  he  attempt- 
ed to  persuade  himself,  that  by  the  mode 
adopted,  he  was  not  doing  injustice  to  Mr. 
Palmer;  but  he  did  not  succeed.  Per- 
haps this  is  some  excuse  to  his  zealous 
partizans,  whose  feelings  may  be  not  quite 
so  nice,  for  their  conduct  and  language  to- 
iught.--^ir ;  there  has  been  an  objection 
urged  this  night  in  opposition  to  the  Claims 
of  Mr.  Palmer,  which  I  can  scarcely  con- 
ceive the  right  hon.  gentleman  serious  in 
offering  to  tne  consideration  of  a  British 
house  of  commons ;  namely,  the  amount 
of  those  Claims.  Sir,  the  sum  mentioned, 
100,000/.  has  no  other  foundation  but  in 
the  unworthy  motive  of  deterring  gentle- 
men by  its  amount  from  supporting  the 
motion.  Surely  it  is  enough  that  we  have 
so  long  withheld  from  an  individual  that 
which  is  so  honestly  his  due  :  but  that  we 
must  make  the  very  extent  of  this  injury 
a  pretence  for  further  injustice  !  As  well 
might  the  mortgager  who  neglects  the 
punctual  discharge  of  his  obligation,  re- 
sist the  settlement  of  the  arrears  on  the 
eround  of  its  accumulation.  '  Why,  sir,  in 
fairness  and  in  equity,  Mr.  Palmer  has  the 
most  unqualified  right  to  the  compound 
interest  upon  the  money  so  unjustly  de- 
tained from  him ;  and  I  assert,  without  the 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  an  English  jury 
would  award  it  to  him. — ^Tbe  right  hon. 
gent,  has  also  expressed  his  apprehension, 
that  if  this  Claim  b  once  admitted,  no  fu- 
ture seasioit  will  pass  widM>ut  similar  ap- 
plications.   Sir^  I  do  trust  for  the  credit  of 


tbe  country,  that  no  parallel  instance  of 
national  ingratitude  can  rise  up  to  cover 
any  future  minister  with  the  shame  and 
disgrace  which  must  accompany  it,  but 
if,  unfortunately,  any  such  should  exist, 
let  them  be  produced;  the  sooner  we 
wash  from  our,  hands  the  spots  which  con- 
taminate them,  the  more  consistently  with 
the  honour  of  the  country,  and  the  justice 
and  dignity  of  this  house,  shall  we  act. 
We  must  acknowledge,  that  a  gross  injus- 
tice has  been  done  :  let  us  not  then  add 
oppression  to  injustice,  and  stifle  the  cries 
of  the  victim  with  an  aggravation  of  his 
injuries,  and  an  insult  on  his  feelings. — 
Sir  ;  I  do  most  solemnly  adjure  the  house 
to  reflect  seriously  before  they  come  to  a 
decision  upon  this  affair.  This  is  no  com- 
mon debate ;  it  is,  thank  God,  no  party* 
question ;  it  is  one  in  which  our  dearest 
interests  are  involved ;  it  is  one  in  which 
ministers,  as  the  guardians  of  the  public 
faith,  no  less  than  of  the  public  purse,  are 
concerned ;  and  let  them  beware  of  im- 
pressing this  notion  on  the  public,  that  the 
word  ot  a  minister  is  less  sacred,  less  to  be 
depended  on,  less  safe,  than  the  contract 
of  the  most  abject  individual. — I  beseech 
gentlemen  to  consider  that  it  is  not  only 
in  this  house,  but  out  of  it,  that  our  con- 
duct to  this  individual  is  the  subject  of 
discussion  and  judgment.  All  are  aware 
of  the  equity  of  these  Claims.  The  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  Palmer  are  daily  and  hourly 
experienced  by  all  ranks  and  descriptions 
of  people,  and  I  feel  satisfied  that  there  is 
not  an  individual  in  the  country  who 
would  not  chearfully  subscribe  his  mite  to 
the  discharge  of  so  just  a  debt. — But  sir,  I 
have  no  fears  for  the  issue  of  this  motion. 
I  feel  confident,  that  the  vote  of  this  night 
will  rescue  the  nation  from  an  ignominious 
breach  of  fiaith,  and  evince  to  our  constitu- 
ents,  that  though  justice  should  be  banish- 
ed and  driven  from  the  breasts  of  minis- 
ters, here  she  will  ever  find  a  sacred  and 
hallowed  refuse.  If  ministers  know  not 
or  neglect  their  duty,  if  they  violate  the 
principles  of  justice  towards  th^  meanest 
individual,  here  they  will  be  compelled  to 
retrace  their  footsteps;  for  within  these 
walls,  it  is  not,  I  am  sure,  assuming  too 
much  to  declare,  that  merit  can  never 
want  friends,  or  the  claims  of  justice  and 
^integrity  successful  advocates. 

The  Solicitor  GtMral  (Sir  Thomas  PIo- 
mer)  briefly  observed,  that  it  was  (lis  fixed 
opinion,  that  Mr.  Pahner  could  establish 
no  legal  claim  whatever  to  any  part  of  the 
iremuneration  proposed  ^    but  that  at  all 
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events,  however  wide  a  constniction  the 
liberality  of  the  house  might  please  to 
give  the  Agreement  of  per-centage,  it  was 
absolutely  impossible  for  any  man  profess- 
ing the  least  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  his 
country,  to  maintain,  that  the  salary  of 
1,500/.  was  to  be  considered  due  to  him 
since  the  year  1793  ;  as  from  that  period 
to  the  present,  moment,  Mr.  Pahner  had 
remained  totally  unemployed,  and  had  not 
discharged  any  one  of  the  official  services 
for  which  that  salary  was  originally  given. 

Mr.  William  Smuh  informed  the  house, 
that  he  had  been  fully  acquainted  with 
every  particular  relative  to  this  business, 
at  the  time  when  the  bargain  was  origin- 
ally entered  into  between  Mr.  Palmer  and 
the  minister;  and  that  he  could  assert 
from  his  own  positive  knowledge,  that  Mr. 
Palmer  at  that  time  considered  himself  to 
be  forming  an  Agreement,  which  should 
stand  independently  upon  its  own  merits, 
and  not  be  liable  to  avoidance,  upon  any 
personal  quarrel  or  misunderstanding  be* 
tween  the  parties.  And  he  could  also 
state,  that  from  many  communications  had 
with  Mr.  Pitt,  about  the  same  period,  he 
had  every  re^lson  to  believe  the  minister 
considered  the  bargain  exactly  in  the  same 
point  of  view. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  said  it  was  impossible 
Mr.  Palmer  could  ever  have  intended  to 
resi^  the  positive  Claim  he  had  under  the 
original  Agreement,  when  he  accepted  of 
.the  appointment,  and  that  it  was  a  duty 
incumbent  upon  the  country  to  prevent 
one  of  its  greatest  benefactors  from  re- 

groaching  them,  not  only  with  ingratitude 
ut  with  dishonesty. 

Dr.  Laurence  referred  to  the  Evidence 
alrea!iy  before  the  house,  for  a  thorough 
conviction  that  the  bargain  had  been  re- 
l^ularly  and  positively  made ;  and  thought 
It  woiud  be  ezdeedingly  disgracefol  to  re- 
fuse a  small  compensation  for  a  very  large 
benefit  already  derived  and  permanently 
possessed. — ^The  Question  now  being  cal- 
led for. 

Major  Palmer  again  rose,  to  state  that  he 
had  considered  it  a  daty  to  the  Committee 
in  the  first  instance  to  frame  his  motion 
upon  their  Report,  but,  in  consequence  of 
the  difference  of  opinion  expressed  by  an 
boo.  member  of  it  (Mr.  Croker,)  he  shiould 
beg  leave,  for  the  sake  of  meeting  their 
Ainanimity,  and  as  hx  as  he  could  that  of 
the  house,  to  withdraw  his  motion  inclwi- 
ing  the  1,5002.  a  year,  and  to  substitute  the 
Amendment  for  tlie  per-centage  only. 

Aidit taion  thei^  took  place  on  the  amend- 


ed motion,  viz  «'  Resolved  :  That  it  is  the 
"  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  Mr. 
"  Palmer  is  entitled  to  his  per-centage  on 
*'  the  net  increased  Revenue  of  the  Poit 
"  Office  beyond  the  sum  of  24Oy000/.,  to 
"  be  paid  him  from  the  5th  day  of  April 
'^  1795,  and  during  his  life,  according  to 
"  the  provisions  of  the  appointment  of 
"  1 789,  deducting  the  sum  of  3,000/.  a  year 
^'  received  subsequent  to  the  5th  day  of 
'*  April  1793." 

For  th«  Resolution 137 

Against  it •  •     71 

Majority  for  the  Resolution  «  — 66. 
The  house  then  resumed,  and  the  Re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  oon^si- 
deration  on  Monday  the  16th. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Friday,  May  13. 

[Debtors  Bill.]  On  the  second  read- 
iug  of  this  bill  being  moved  by  lord  £1- 
leuborough. 

The  Earl  of  Mokra  objected  to  its  princi- 
ple, which  appeared  to  be  this,  that  a 
debtor  was  to  be  subject  to  twelve  months 
imprisonment  for  a  debt  of  20/.  or  under. 
Tms,  he  contended,  was  contrary  to  those 
sound  principles  of  legislation  wmch  ought 
to  regulate  the  law  of  debtor  and  crMb- 
tor.  Twelve  months  imprisonment  was  a 
severe  punishment  imposed  for  a  great  o^ 
fence,  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  an  un- 
fortunate debtor  should  be  subjected  to  it. 
Another  objection  to  this  bill  was,  that 
there  vras  no  provision  by  which  the  firau- 
dulent  could  be  distinguished  firom  the  un- 
fortunate debtor. 

Lord  EUenhorough  contended*  that  his 
noble  friend  had  in  some  degree  miscon- 
ceived the  object  of  the  bill,  as  it  did  not 
impose  twelve  m<mths  imprisonment  upon 
a  aebtor ;  the  creditor  might  release  nim 
sooner.  The  only  object  of  the  bill  was, 
diat  after  having  been  imprisoned  for  12 
months  the  debtor  might  demand  his  dis- 
charge. He  admitted  that  there  were  no 
means  in  this  bill  of  distinguishittg  the 
fraudulent  from  the  unfortunate  debtor, 
nor  was  it  practicable,  but  at  the  auae 
time  it  was  not  likely  that  such  frauds 
would  be  coounitted  for  the  sake  of  ob- 
taining an  amoont  of  less  than  20/.  He 
could  not  consent  to  give  up  imprisonment 
for  debt,  which  was  the  security  to  the 
creditor  for  obtaining  his  debt  if  it  was 
to  be  had;  aad  withootsochihe  creditor 
most  frequentty  take,  the  place  of  hia  dif- 
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charged  debtor,  and  conunercisd  credit  be 
destroyed. 

Lord  Erskiae  observed,  that  under  the 
law^  as  it  now  stood,  a  debtor  might  be 
imprisoned  for  va  indefinite  time  ;  but  by 
the  present  bill  he  might,  where  the  debt 
did  not  exceed  20/.,  demand  his  discharge 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  his  pro- 
perty beisg  still  liable  ;  this,  therefore,  he 
considered  as  a  great  advantage  to  debt- 
ors of  that  description.  There  wasi  he 
thought,  a  great  error  in  some  of  the  ar- 
guments respecting  imprisonment  for  debt, 
as  they  seemed  to  suppose  that  one-kahf 
of  mankind  were  creditors  and«the  other 
half  debtors,  whilst  the  fact  was,  that  a 
great  number  of  the  creditors  were  them- 
aelves  debtors,  and  if  the  security  they 
luid  against  their  debtors  was  taken  fixun 
them,  must  themselves  become  insolvent. 

The  Lord  Ckmcelhr  also  supported  the 
bill.  He  had  some  doubt  as  to  how  far 
it  might  tend  to  weaken  the  security  of 
the  creditor,  but  he  thought  it  an  experi- 


ment worth  trying. — ^The 
read  a  second  time. 


bill  was  then 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Fridi^,  May  13, 
[Petition  respecting  the  Repoet  on 
Distillation  from  Sugar.]  General 
Gascoyne  presented  a  petition  from  the 
^tlemen,  clergy,  merchants,  and  other 
mhabitants  of  Liverpool;  setting  forth, 
**  That  the  said  town  essentially  depends 
for  the  supply  of  bread  to  its  numerous  in- 
habitants, and  a  large  and  populous  dis- 
trict in  the  interior  of  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, upon  importations  of  com  and 
flour  firom  other  parts,  and  that  a  large 
proportion  of  such  supply  has  heretofore 
been  derived  from  foreign  countries ;  and 
that,  of  late,  in  consequence  of  the  un- 
happy situation  of  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  the  embargo  which  has  taken  place 
in  the  U.  States  of  America,  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  corn  and  flour  has  ceased, 
and  the  prices  of  these  articles  have  ad- 
vanced considerably,  and  are  still  advanc- 
ing, while,  at  the  same  time,  from  the 
stagnation  of  trade,  and  the  consequent 
want  of  employment,  and  depreciation  of 
wages,  the  labouring  classes  of  the  people 
are  become  less  able  to  purchase  these 
necessaries  of  life  at  a  high  rate,  or  even 
more  reasonable  rates,  as  ftilly  appears  by 
the  Report  lately  made  of  evidence  taken 
before  a  committee  of  the  house,  ordered 
to  be  printed  on  the  12th  o£  ApriUast,  on 
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the  Petition  of  certain  cotton  maau^c«> 
turers  and  journeymen  cotton  weavers  liv* 
ing  in  the  county  of  Lancaster ;  and  that, 
firom  the  united  operation  of  these  circum- 
stances, the   petitioners  have  been,  and 
continue  apprehensive  of  much  distrest 
amongst  the  poor  in  that  populous  town 
and  county ;    and   it  was  with  peculiar 
satisfaction  that  they  observed,  in  a  late 
Report  of  a  committee  of  the  house,  the 
recommendation  of  what  the  petitimiers 
humbly  deem  a  wise  measure  of  precau'* 
tion  loudly  called  for  by  the  existing  situ* 
ation  of  the  country,  namely,  the  suspen<» 
sion  of  the  use  of  Grain  in  the  Distilleriea 
of  this  kingdom,  and  the  restriction  of 
them  to  the  use  of  Sug^  for  a  limited 
period ;   and  that,  in  proportion  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  petitioners  in  so  well* 
timed  a  recommendation,  is  their  regret 
in  perceiving  that  meetings  have   beea 
held,  in  .some  parts  of  the  country,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  petitions  to  the  house 
agamst  the  measure  in  question,  as  calcu- 
lated to  injure  the  farmers,  and  discourage 
asriculture  ;  and  that  the  petitioners  ihum-* 
bly  contend  that  this  measure  cannot  pro« 
duce  those  efifects,  as  it  appears,  by  the 
Report  of  the  committee,  that,  on  an  ave- 
rage of  the  last  five  years,  the  importation 
of  foreign  corn  into  Great  Britain  has  notf 
been  less  than  770,000  quarters  per  ann., 
which  must,  of  course,  have  found  a  con* 
sumption,  but  which  can  no  longer  be 
imported,  while  the  quantity  of  com  used 
in  the  Distilleries  of  the  United  Kingdom 
does  not  exceed  780,000  quarters;  and 
therefore  the  com  to  be  excluded  from 
the  IHstilleries  by  the  proposed  measure, 
supposing  it  to  extend  to  Ireland  as  well  as 
Great  Britain,  will  only  supply  the  pLace 
of  the  quantity  hitherto  imported  from 
foreign  parts ;  and  that,  in  addition  to  the 
usual  foreizn  supply  (of  which  a  large 
proportion  has  been  received  at  Liverpool), 
there  has  been  imported  into  that  place 
from  Ireland,  on  an  average  of  the  last  five 
years,  242,525  quarters  of  com,  flour,  and 
oatmeal  per  annum  ;  that,  during  the  pe- 
riod now  past  of  the  present  year,  this 
usual  supply  has  been  greatly  diminished, 
and  in  place  of  a  continuance  thereof  at 
this  time,  oi-ders  for  the  purchase  of  con- 
siderable quantities  of  wheat  and  oats  have 
been  received  by  merchants  in  Liverpool 
from  millers  and  others  in  Ireland,  at  un* 
limited  prices,  to  be  shipped  from  thence 
for  the  supply  of  districts  in  that  part  of  the 
U.  Kingdom,  where  scarcity  appears  to  be 
apprehended  ;  and  that  large  supplies  of 
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corn  are  annually  received  at  Liverpool 
from  Scotland ;  that  these  supplies,  during 
the  present  year,  have  been  much  less  than 
usual,  owing  to  the  deficiency  of  the  last 
crop  in  several  Quarters  of  that  part  of  the 
U.  Kingdom,  all  which  tends  to  enhance 
still  more  the  price  of  bread  in  that  town, 
already  too  high  for  the  labouring  poor 
generally  to  airord,  and  particularly  the 
manufacturing  poor,  from  the  present  want 
ol*  employment,  and  consequent  deprecia- 
tion of  wages ;  and  that,  if  any  insupera- 
ble obstacles  should  prevent  this  restric- 
tion from  being  extended  to  Ireland,   it 
appears  there  would  then  be  a  deficiency 
of  300,0CX)  quarters  of  foreign  supply,  to 
be  provided  for,  if  possible,  by  an  ex- 
tended cultivation  ot  the  soil  of  the  U. 
Kingdom,  in  order  to  meet  the  usual  con- 
sumption of  the  country,  without  taking 
into  the  account  the  extraordinary  sup- 
plies of  corn,  flour,  and  bread,  which,  in 
the  present  situation  of  affairs,  must  inevi- 
tably be  wanted  by  the  West  India  colo- 
nies from  the  U.  Kingdom,  as  well  as  that 
our  allies,  the  Swedes,  being  deprived  of 
their  usual  supply  of  bread  corn  from  the 
opposite  shores  of  the  Baltic,  and  their 
own  growth  being  generally  inadequate 
to  their  ordinary  consumption,  may  at  this 
time  be  compelled  to  resort  to  this  country 
for  supplies  of  barley,  which,  when  mixed 
with  rye,  is,  as  the  petitioners  are  informed, 
used  for  bread  in  times  of  scarcity  in 
Sweden ;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
petitioners,  the  prices  of  com  are  likely 
to  continue  hij^h,  though  they  trust  that 
the  adoption  of  this  measure  will  prevent 
them  from  becoming  exorbitant ;  that  the 
advantaffe  of  exorbitant  prices  even  to  the 
farmer  is  very  questionable,  experience 
having  shewn  that  they  terminate  even- 
tually in  uncommon  depreciation,  while 
in  the  mean  time  the  evils  that  ensue  to 
the  public    at  large   are  unquestionably 
great;   and   the  petitioners  feel  assured 
that  the  house  will  deem  the  sood  of  the 
whole  to  be  preferred  to  a  doubtful  in- 
terest of  one  class  of  the  people,  however 
numerous  and  respectable,  a  class  more- 
over which  being  protected,  by  a  special 
act  of  the  legislature,  from  the  injurious 
efiects  of  an  excessive  depreciation  of  the 
prices  of  com  in  times  of  plenty,  by 
bounties  on  its  exportation  payable  out  of 
the  public  revenue,  ought  at  other  times 
in  fairness  and  justice  to  submit  chearfully 
to  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to 
guard  the  public  against  the  contrary  ex- 
treme of  exorbitant  prices,  particularly  in 


the  present  peculiar  situation  of  the  coun"* 
try,  and  unprecedented  state  of  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe ;  and  that,  with  regard  to 
the  local  interests  of  any  particular  dis^ 
tricts  in  which  barley  may  be  chiefly  cul- 
tivated, the  petitioners  conceive  they  have 
still  less  claim  to  be  put  into  competition 
with  a  measure  of  general  advantage ;  but 
they  are  of  opinion  that  even  the  local  in- 
terests of  the  barley  countries  are  not  likely 
to  be  materially  affected  by  the  proposed 
measure,  for  though  barley  is  the  grain 
chiefly  used  in  the  English  distilleries,  and 
thougn  it  appears  there  are  some  lands  in 
this  kingdom  where  no  substitute  for  the 
crops  of  that  grain  can   be  resorted  to 
without  injury  to  the  farmer,  yet,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  appears  there  are  also  lands 
on  which  barley  is  grown  where  oats  would 
prove    an  advantageous  substitute;    and 
when  the  petitioners  consider,  that  of  the 
quantity  of  barley  annually  produced  in 
England,  only  one  sixteenth  part,  or  there- 
abouts, has  been  consumed  in  the  distille- 
ries, they  cannot  doubt  that  such  a  change 
of  culture  might  take  place  as  would  pre- 
vent barley  from  being  reduced  below  its 
proportionable  price,  compared  with  other 
grain,  or,  if  it  should  for  a  time  be  some- 
what lower  than  its  just  proportion,   it 
would  soon,  in  the  opinion  of  the  petition- 
ers, find  a  more  extended  consumption  as 
bread  corn,  the  effect  of  which  must  ine- 
vitably be  to  raise  it  to  its  natural  level ; 
in  confirmation  of  which  the  petitioners 
are  enabled  to  state  to  the  house,  that  of 
late,  in  consequence  of  the  advance  of 
wheat  and  oats,  as  well  as  the  reduction 
of  wages,  the  lower  classes  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster  have  begun  to  have  recourse 
to  barley  bread,  which  they  are  not  ac- 
customed to  use,  except  in  times  of  scarcity 
and  comparative  dearness  of  other  sorts  of 
grain ;   and  that  the  petitioners  conceive 
the  confining  the  operation  of  the  measure 
in  question  to  a  single  year,  with  a  power 
vested  in  his  majesty  in  council  to  put  an 
end  to  it  within  that  period  if  necessafy, 
would  be  so  guarded  a  proceeding  as  not 
to  cause  in  the  minds  of  those  concerned 
the  least  feeling  of  alarm  or  apprehen- 
sion ;   and  that,  although  the  petitioners 
are  anxious  to  recommend  the  proposed 
measure  to  the  house  on  grounds  of  ge- 
neral benefit,  without  reference  to   any 
partial  interests,  yet  they  cannot  be  in- 
sensible of  its  tendency  to  aflford  relief  to 
the  West  Indian  colonies  in  their  present 
distressed  situation,  which  has  been  shewn 
to  Jbave  peculiar  claims  on  the  conaidera* 
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tkm  of  ihe  legislature^  and  which,  in  the 
apprehension  of  the  petitioners,  afibrds  a 
strong  additional  argument  in  favour  of 
this  measure,  more  especially  as  the  pre- 
servation of  the  colonies  from  the  ruin 
which  threatens  them  is  confessedly  an  ob- 
ject of  the  first  national  importance,  as  it 
appears  the  article  of  sugar  alone  pays  an 
annual  duty  of  above  three  millions  to  the 
cotmtry ;  that  the  manufactured  goods  ex- 
ported annually  to  these  colonies  have  ex- 
ceeded six  millions  in  value ;  and  that  this 
trade  is  one  of  the  principal  remaining 
nm'series  for  our  seamen  and  of  employ- 
ment for  our  shipping;  and  therefore 
prayinff,  that  the  hous^  will  pass  an  act  to 
suspend  the  use  of  grain  in  the  distilleries 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^  and  to  con- 
fine them  to  the  use  of  sugar,  for  one  year, 
irom  the  first  day  of  July  next,  subject  to 
a  discretionary  power  to  be  vested  in  the 
king  in  council^  upon  a  sufficient  notice, 
to  dk>  away  the  suspension,  and  allow  the 
distilleries  to  carry  on  their  trade  in  the 
accustomed  manner." — Ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  table. 

[Petition  against  the  Curates  Resi- 
dence Bill.]  Mr.  Charles  Dundas  present- 
ed a  Petition  from  certain  of  the  clergy  re- 
sident in  the  county  of  Berks,  taking  notice 
of  the  Bill  for  making  more  efifectpal  pro- 
vision for  the  maintenance  of  Stipendiary 
Curates  in  England,  and  for  their  residence 
on  their  cures ;  and  setting  forth,  "  That 
the  petitioners,  impressed  with  serious  ap* 
prehension  of  the  fatal  consequences  with 
which  the  regular  clergy  and  established 
church  of  this  kingdom  are  threatened,  if 
the  said  Bill  should  pass  into  law,  conse- 
quences which  they  have  maturely  weigh- 
ed^ and  as  it  became  their  duty,  have  an- 
ticipated with  unimpassioned  ainl  unbiassed 
deliberation,  hiunbly  lay  the  following 
considerations  before  the  house :  That 
they  are  penetrated  with  the  deepest  con- 
cern in  contemplating  the  probable  injuries 
which  the  character  of  the  clergy  of  the 
church  of  England  will  sustain  as  a  body, 
from  the  saspicions  which  this  Bill  is  calcu- 
lated to  inspire,  suspicions  which  they  con- 
ceive are  unmerited,  tending  to  lower  them 
in  the  estimation  of  the  people,  and  to 
alienate,  if  not  to  destroy,  that  sentiment 
of  respect  and  attachment  which  has  been 
hitherto  observed  towards  the  clergy,  as  an 
integral  and  important  branch  of  our  con- 
^itutional  polity,  a  sentiment  which  is  so 
eminently  necessary  to  the  preservation  of 
our  pure  religion,  as  in  church  and  state, 
es^blisbed  ;  and  it  has  not  been  without 
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the  most  deep-felt  sorrow  that  they  have 
witnessed  the  unsubstantiated  charges  anc) 
invectives  industriously  disseminated  and 
indiscriminately  brought  forward  against 
the  clergy  of  England,  as  a  negligent  and 
mercenary  body,  at  a  time  too  when  their 
proved  zeal  and  acknowledged  eilbrts,  dur- 
ing periods  of  unexampled  danger,  which 
menaced  the  security  not  only  of  the 
throne  and  altar,  but  through  them  the 
conservation  of  property  and  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  nooral  order,  ought^^^  they  have  a 
right  to  hope,  to  have  been  justly  appre- 
ciated, if  not  gratefully  remembered  by 
their  country  ;  and  that  in  these  times  of 
unexampled  pressure  upon  the  moderately 
beneficed  clergy,  they  cannot  .but  consider 
as  impolitic)  unnecessary,  v.nd  yexatioui^ 
any  farther  privations  tending  to  destroy 
the  almost  solely  remaining  link  which 
connects  the  higher  with  the  lower  orders  of 
the  people,  a  link  which  by  communica^ 
ing  the  wants  of  the  latter  to  the  notice  oif 
the  former,  keeps  up  an  intercourse  of 
benefits  and  gratitude  between  both ;  that 
the  consequent  depression  of  the  mode- 
rately beneficed  clergy,  on  the  contrary^ 
must  approximate  them  too  much  to  the 
poor  to  command  their  respect,  and  rer 
move  them  at  too  great  a  distance  from 
the  rich  to  obtain  their  regard  and 
due  consideration ;  and  that  they  cQOr 
ceive  the  unbeneficed  clergy  have  everv 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  liberal  al- 
lowance at  present  in  the  power  of  the 
bishops  to  assign  them,  inasmuch  as  they 
firequently  enjoy  resources  from  wh|ch  in*- 1 
cumbents  in  general  are  debarred^  mich  as 
fellowships,  lectureships^  chaplaincies,  and 
tuition  in  all  its  branches;  and  indeed  they 
conceive  the  bill  essentially  defective  in 
not  marking  the  appropi*iate  difierenct 
which  obviously  distinguishes  payment 
from  reward ;  and  that  in  maoy  instances 
it  will  be  liable  to^  the  objection  of 
giving  more,  in  proportion  to  the  duties 
performed,  than  is  consistent  with  strict 
justice,  as  it  will  be  found  that  in  general 
the  most  valuable  benefices  are  those  which 
enjoy  the  greatest  exemption  from  arduous 
duty,  and  indiscriminate  charges  of  exr 
travagant  and  disproportioned  emoluments 
may  apply  to  payments,  but  not  to  the 
nature  of  rewards,  regulated  by  the  dis<» 
tiAction  of  age,  learning,  and  dignity; 
and  that  this  bill,  they  apprehend^  strikes 
at  the  very  essence  of  all  pi'operty,  perma- 
nent or  usufructuary,  which  it  is  the  funda- 
mental principle  arid  established  practice  of 
our  constitution  to  pieserve  inviolate ;  anil 
"  S  ' 
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as  the  clergy  hold  their  possessions,  they 
are  willing  to  hope,  by  as  good  a  title  as 
any  other  order  in  the  state,  if  authorized 
resumptions  begin  with  them,  they  cannot 
but  suggest  the  alarming  consequences 
which  naturally^  force  themselres  upon  the 
imagination;  they  beg  leave  also  to  point 
out  to  the  house  the  infmite  and  much  to 
be  deprecated  mischieis  which  must  ensue 
t^  them  as  a  body,  and  to  the  unbeneficed 
clergy  themselves,  from  those  jealousies 
and  animosities  which  may  unhappily  arise 
between  the  incumbent  and  his  curate,  a  cir- 
cumstance which  cannot  at  all  contribute 
to  the  practical  harmony  and  edification 
of  the  parish,  by  rendering  in  many  cases 
the  curacy  more  desirable  than  the  living, 
and  by  conferring  that  independency  on 
tbe  cnrate  which  will  destroy  the  natural 
order  of  things,  and  create  an  inversion 
imprecedented  in  every  other  situation  in 
life,  of  a  deputy  being  placed  above  his 
empk>yer,  totally  uninfluenced  and  un- 
controuled  by  him ;  and  that  among  the 
numerous  evils  with  whrc^in  their  estima- 
tion th^  bill  is  pregnant,  tbe  facility  it 
promises  to  thedimision  of  Sectarian  prin- 
ciples is  not  the  least  alarming;  the  indig- 
Bity  to  which  the  bill  subjects  the  regular 
clergy,  hi  authorising  the  complaints  of 
the  church-wardens  to  the  bishops,  may 
nnbappily  open  a  door  to  interested  or 
malevolent  misrepresentations,  dictated  by 

Pue,  selfish  motives,  or  religious  pre- 
ices ;  and  the  divisions  which  may 
arise  between  the  difierent  orders  of  the 
'  clergy  must  infuse  new  vigour  into  secta- 
vism,  which  will  naturally  derive  an  ac- 
cession of  strength  from  a  weakened  and 
flegraded  establishment ;  and  that  a  bill 
therefore  whose  manifest  tendency  is  thus 
materially  to  depress  and  impoverish  the 
regular  clergy  of  this  land,  they  cannot 
but  consider  as  impolitic  as  well  as  unjust, 
since  the  same  stroke  which  is  inflicted  on 
Ihem  must  through  their  sides  wound,  if 
not  destroy,  every  other  superior  order  of 
the  state;  and  that  they  therefore  presume 
to  hope  that  the  present  situation  of  curates, 
where  it  is  found  inadequate  to  their  ser- 
vices, will  be  suffered  to  receive  that  pro- 
gressive amelioration  which  the  present 
course  and  operation  of  circumstances  are 
daily  producing  in  their  fevour/' — Order- 
ed to  lie  upon  the  table. 
, .  [Crown  Lands.  J  Mr.  Huskisson,  after 
a  short  statement  of  the  object  of  his  mo- 
tion, moved  a  Resolution  of  the  house,  that 
ia  all  Bills  of  inclosure,  draining,  &c.  in 
which  his  majesty's  interests,  either  in 


right  of  the  crown  or  of  the  duchy  of  Lan- 
caster were  concerned,  a  clause  should  be 
introduced  for  the  purpose  of  Enabling  the 
surveyor-general  of  the  Crown  Lands,  or 
the -chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster, 
to  appoint  a  commissioner  to  superintend 
the  carrying  of  the  bill  into  effect  as  far  as 
related  to  his  majesty's  risht*». 

Mr.  Whithrcad  did  not  thhik  a  sufficient 
ground  had  been  laid  for  a  resolution 
which,  in  his  opinion,  went  to  impose  un« 
necessary  expence  and  inconvenience  tipon 
the  parties  to  bills  of  enclosure.  No  in- 
stance of  injury  having  been  done  to  his 
majesty's  rights  had  been  stated  by  the 
hon.  gent  He  wished  the  motion  could  be 
deferred  until  the  country  gentlemen,  who 
were  those  most  nearly  interested,  should 
receive  information  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Huskisson  replied,  that  many  in- 
stances had  occurred  in  which  the  inter- 
ests of  the  crown  had  been  sacrificed  fhnn 
.the  want  of  such  a -clause  in  bills  of  enclo- 
sure. He  particularised  one  of  these  in- 
stances in  the  enclosure  at  Sherwood 
Forest.  As  to  inconveniencing  the  parties 
to  such  bills,  the  fact  was,  that. at  present 
where  his"  majesty's  interests  were  con- 
cerned, a  bill  of  inclosure  could  not  be  in- 
troduced in  the  house  without  the  previous 
consei#of  the  crown  ;  the  resolution  which 
he  proposed  tended  therefore  to  diminish 
this  obstacle. 

Mr.  Taylor  contended,  that  if  the  in- 
terests of  the  crown  had  in  any  case  been 
sacrificed  as  the  practice  now  stood,  it 
must  have  been  owing  to  the  negligence- 
of  the  surveyor  general  of  Crown  I^ds,. 
and  surveyor-general  of  woods  and  forests, 
whose  peculiar  duty  it  was  to  examine 
bills  of  inclosure,  that  they  mieht  not 
trench  on  his  majesty's  rights.  He  could 
not  give  his  consent  to  the  Resolution,  be- 
cause it  would  load  the  parties  to  inclosure 
bills  with  a  heavy  expence,  without  at  all 
benefiting  the  interests  of  the  crown. 

Mr.  Graham  spoke  to  a  similar  effect 

Mr.  S,  JBoume  supported  the  resolution, 
and  sir  J.  Newport  opposed  it. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exekequar  defend- 
ed the  Resolution.  The  interests  of  the 
crown  and  the  interests  of  the  public  were 
one  and  the  same ;  and  any  measure  that 
tended  to  protect  the  one  in  this  instance 
must  tend  to  protect  the  other.  He  con- 
ceived, that  the  adoption  of  the  Resolu- 
tion, besides  affording  an  additional  secu- 
rity to  the  interests  of  the  crown,  would 
relieve  those  who  had  those  interests  more 
immediately  in  their  care  firom  what  was 
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frequently  a  very  painfbl  duty.  The  Reso- 
Imion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 

[Life  Annuity  Plan.]  On  the  .mo- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee, 
to  consider  of  enablioe  holders  of  three 
per.  cent,  stock,  to  purchase  Life  Annuities. 

The  Chancellors^  the  Exchequer  ihea  rose, 
and  addressed  the  chairman  nearly  as  fol- 
lows : — Sir,  in  consequence  of  the  notice 
ivhich  I  gave  yesterday,  I  rise  to  propose 
to  the  committee  certain  Resolutions,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  persons  possessing 
stock  in  the  3  per  cents,  to  transfer  that 
stock  to  the  commissioners  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  national  debt,  with  the  view  of 
obtaining  in  its  stead  equivalent  Annuities. 
Though  the  subject,  sir,  is  of  great  im- 
portance, I  do  not  think  that  at  this  mo- 
ment the  Resolutions  will  lead  to  any  dis- 
cussion, because  I  am  not  disposed  to  re- 
quest that  the  house  will  form  any  opinion 
upon  them  this  ni^ht.  All  that  I  mtend 
is,  after  havuag  bnefly  explained  the  na^ 
ture  of  my  proposition,  to  move  the  read- 
ing of  the  nrst  Resolution  pro  formi,  and 
then  to  propose,  sir,  that  you  report  pro- 
grsss.  The  whole  of  the  Resolutions  will 
be  printed,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  mem- 
bers as  speedily  as  possible ;  and  I  shall 
defer  any  motion  for  resuming  this  com- 
mittee until  next  week,  in  order  that  full 
-time  may  be  given  for  the  due  considera- 
tion of  the  subject. — ^Before  I  proceed  in 
my  statement,  I  think  it  extremely  neces- 
sary to  guard  myself  against  any  misap- 
prehension that  might  otherwise  arise, 
with  respect  to  the  tendency  of  the  mea- 
sure which  I  am  about  to  propose  in  re- 
gard to  the  Sinking  Fund.  I  declare  to 
the  committee,  that  I  have  no  idea,  direct- 
ly or  indirectly,  of  diverting  the  operation 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  from  its  natural  and 
prdper  object,  the  Redemption  of  the  Na- 
tional Debt.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  no 
preconceived  opinion  on  this  subject,  will 
De  allowed  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the 
committee. — I  shall  now,  sir,  state  the  na^ 
ture  of  my  proposition,  and  the  reasons 
which  induce  me  to  recommend  it  to  the 
adoption  of  the  committee.  I  mean,  to 
propose,  that  liberty  be  given  to  any  per- 
son possesskig  stock  in  either  of  the  great 
5  per  cents,  (the  Consolidated  or  the  Re- 
duces!) to  transfer  that  stock  into  the  hands 
of  the  commissioners  for  the  reduction  of 
the  National  Debt;  and  that  on  such 
transfer  he  be  entitled  to  receive  an  An- 
nuity for  life,  amounting  to  such  a  sum 
over  and  above  the  dividend  on  his  stock. 


as  an  accurate  calculation  of  the  value  of 
the  principal  so  transferred  willprescribet; 
taking  the  stock  at  the  current  price  of 
the  day  of  transfer,  and  varying  the  calcu- 
lation according  to  the  age  of  the  indivi- 
dual.    On  these  last  particulars,  howevei^ 
I  must  observe,  that  I  would  proppse  to 
limit  the  power  of  transfer  to  persons  un- 
der 35  years  of  age,  and  the  amount  of  the 
transfer  to  sums  not. less  than  100^  each  ; 
the   former,    because  many   impositions 
might  otherwise  be  practised ;  the  latter^ 
because  the  commutation  of  smaller  sums 
would  cause  considerable  trouble  and  in- 
convenience. '  The  efiect,  sir,  of  this  mea> 
sure  would,  as  I  conceive,  be  not  only  ta 
take  out  of  the  market  all  such  stock  a« 
would  become  subject  to  such  commuta^ 
tion,  but  also  to  secure  4o  the  nation  the 
redemption  of  the  funds  so  transferred,  at  - 
the  price  at  which  they  were  when  tho 
transfer  was  made.    The  committee  must 
be  perfectly  aware,  that  the  operation  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  has  recently  very  much 
increased  the  price-  of  stocks.    There  is 
every  reason  to  believe,  that  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  operation,  they  will  still 
further  be  increased  in  price.     No  one  caa 
doubt,  sir,  that  if  the  measure  were  con- 
sistent with  public  faith,  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely desirable  to  give  to  the  nation  an 
opportunity  of  redeeming  the  whole  of  the 
National  Debt  at  the  present  price  of  the 
stocks,  because  that  would  preclude  the 
efiect  which  any  future  advance  in  the 
price  of  the  stocks  must  have  in  retarding 
the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund. — ^There 
are  two  objects  which  the  Sinking  Fund 
has^  in  view ;  the  one  to  provide  for  the 
final   redemption  of  the   National  Debt, 
the  other  to  keep  up  the  price  of  stocks 
in  the  market,  so  as  to  enable  government 
whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  state  may 
require  it,  to  make  an  advantageous  loan 
for  the  public.      These  objects,  however, 
sir,  are  in  some  degree  inconsistent.    In 
some  degree  they  counteract  each  other. 
Whatever  measure  raises  the  funds,  and 
thus  enables  government  to  borrow  on  the 
best  terms,  prevents  the  commissioners  for 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt,  from 
reducing  that  debt  on  the  best  terms. 
Now,  sir,  the  measure  which  I  propose 
will  combine  both  these  objects  ;  it  will 
naturally  tend  to  increase  the  price  of 
stocks,  and  it  will  at  the  same  time  secure 
the  redemption  at  a  low  price,  of  so  much 
stock  as  may  be  transferred  antecedent 
to  the  rise  produced.    All  this,  sir,  must  be 
obvious  to  the  committee,  without  any  de- 

.       Digitized  by  VoiOOQ  l€ 


263] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  May  13,  1808^£^  Jmudty  Plan. 


t2tt* 


tailed  statfcment,  but,  I  wish  to  represent 
to  them  the  manner  in  which  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  debt  will  be  affected  by  the 
purchase  of  annuities.     Every  person  who 
transfers  his  stock  to  the  commissioners, 
will  be  entitled  to  such  an  annuity  as  will 
be  cquiiralent  to  the  value  of  the  stock, 
"and  of  his  life ;    the  calculation  proceeding 
•on  the  principle  that  the  sum  which  he 
would  otherwise  have  received  as  interest, 
•the  additional  sum  granted  as  ail  annuity, 
and  the  compound  interest  on  the  whole, 
would  redeem  the  sum  originally  trans- 
ferred within  the  period  to  which  the  in- 
tiividual's  life  will  be  calculated  as  likely 
to  extend.     For  instance,  if  a  person  were 
^sposed  to  ti-ansfer  to  the  commissioners 
•1000/.  of  3  per  cents,  and  upon  the  esti- 
mate of  the  probable  duration  of  his  life, 
and  of  the  compound  interest,  it  should  be 
calculated  that  he  was  entitled  for  tliat 
transfer  to  receive  twice  the  amount  of  his 
former  hiterest,  Ik;  would  then  have  a  right 
to  an  annuity  for  life  of  six  per  cent,  or 
60/.  on  the  whole  sum;  the  calculatFon 
proceeding  on  the  principle,  that  the  accu- 
mulation of  the  additional  30/.  would,  at 
the  probable  close  of  that  person's  life,  be 
equivalent  to  the  redemption  of  the  stock 
originally  transferred  ;    and  that  at  the 
•price  at  which  it  was  originally  transferred. 
Now,  if  the  stocks  continued  to  rise,  the 
redemption  of  ,that  sum  could  not  be  ef- 
fected without  this  measure.      The  whole 
merit,  therefore,  sir,  of  this  plan  tests  on 
the  accuracy  of  the  expectation,  that  the 
stocks  are  likely  to  rise.     I  am  ready  to 
admit,  that  if  the  contrary   should   take 
place,  the  measure  will  have  a  tendency 
directly  opposite  to  that  which  I  expect. 
The  subject  which  requires  our  most  ma- 
ture consideration  is,  whether,  under  the 
circiimseanccs  in  which   the   cowitry  is 
placed,  there  is  not  good  reason  to  believe, 
or  rather  to  he  certain,  that  a  continuance 
in  the  application  of  the  means  which  have 
hitherto  been  osed  to  decrease  the  debt, 
will  produce  a  continuance  of  the  rise  in 
the  price  of  stocks.    Thfe  committee  will 
be  surprised  to  Itarn,  that  since  the  nego- 
tiation for  the  lastjoan,  there  has  been  a 
rise  in  the  funds  of  6  per  cent,  on  the 
stock,  or  between  nine  and  ten  per  cent,  on 
the  capital.    When  the  loan  vras  conclud- 
ed last  year,  the  funds  were  at  (5? ;  they 
are  now  68.     If,  therefore,  the  measure 
which   I  am  now  proposing  had    been 
adopted  last  year,  then,  of  whatever  quan- 
tity of  stock  which  might  have  been  con- 
v«rted  into  annuities  since  that  period,  the 


redemption  would  have  been  secured  at 
sixty-two.     I  certainly  do  not  expect^  air, 
that  such  a  rapid  progress  in  th^  price  of 
stocks  is  to  be  calculated  upon  for  the  fit- 
ture ;    but  I  do  say,  that  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe,  whether  we  look  at  a 
state  of  war  or  of  peace,  that  the  acounv- 
lation  of  the  Sinking  Fund  must  ineTitabiy 
keep  up  the  price.    If  the  blessings   of 
peace  could  be  restored  to  the  couBtry, 
the  price  of  stocks  would  unquestionably 
rise.     Peace  has  uniformly  been  foond  t« 
produce  that  effect ;  it  tends  directly  and 
most  particularly  to  that  object;  for  wtiea 
there  is  no  necessity  for  a  kmn,  the  Sinking 
Fund  is  left  to  operate  by  itself,  witbooi 
counteraction  or    embarrasBmei|t.       Tlie 
effect  of  the  peace  which  smrceeded  liic 
Treaty  of  Amiens,  was  to  raise  the  fmds 
from  59  to  77.     At  tiuU;  time  the  capital 
of  the  debt  was  478  millions,  the  wnfcing 
fund   5,800,000/.     being    an    812nd   nart 
of  the  debt :  now,  the  capital  of  the  oebt 
is  586  millions;  the  sinking  fond  above 
ten  millions,  being  a  58th  part  of  the  debt. 
If  therefore  peace  were  restored,   these 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  operation  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  must  inevitably  keep  up  ^ht 
price  of  stocks.    But,  even  in  the  ease  of  a 
continuance  of  war,  there  is  every  reaaaai 
to  believe  from  experience,  that  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Sinking  Fund  will  be  snfficieatly 
powerfol,  notwithstanding  the  ccmnterac- 
tion  of  other  circumstances,  to  keep  up  the 
price  of  the  funds.    If,  therefore,  in  eitlier 
situation,  of  peace,  or  war,  there  is  g(M>d 
ground  to  believe  that  stocks  will  increase 
in  price,  it  is  a  strong  argument  in  soppoit 
of  a  plan  by  which  a  considerate  portion 
of  the  public  debt  may  be  redeemed,  at 
the  price  at  which  the  stocks  may  be  aa- 
tecwlent  to  that  increase. — ^Thcre  is  ano- 
ther circumstance,  sir,  wjiich  the  commit* 
tee  must  take  into  their  consideration  in 
estimating  the  merits^  of  this  phm;  it  is 
the  probability  or  improbability  of  persons 
being  disposed  thus  to  transfer  their  stock 
to  any  considerable  eittent.     How  £ur  that 
disposition  may  exist  I  cannot  pretend  to 
determine  ;  but  this  I  know,  that  as  for  aa 
it  may  exist,  it  will  be  advantageous  to 
the  public.     It  is  very  probable,  sir,  that 
many  individuals  would  be  stronfly  ia- 
cliued  to  di^>ose  of  their  stock  for  the 
purchase  of  annuities  under  circumstances 
wbieh  secored  to  them  the  acquisition  of 
an  increased  income,  free  from  any  risk  to 
their  property,  and  without  the  eccpenoe 
and  inconveniefnce  attending  other  modes 
of  obtaining  a  simifor  oliject.    Undsr  • ' 
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plan,  tkoee  indiTidiials  would  eoyoy  more 
adY&nta^es,  they  would  receive  aiuch  bet- 
ter terms  than  mi  any  ne^ociatioa  of  a  pri- 
TOte  nature,  because  llie  object  of  the  plan 
n  net  to  obtain  for  the  public  any  profit 
from  the  sale  of  anniuties,  but  as  I  have 
t^efore  stated,  to  secure  the  redemption  of 
that  part  o^  the  stock  transferred,  at  the 
price  which  it  may  bear  at  the  time  of  the 
transfer.  Thus  the  full  value  would  be 
given  in  the  annuity,  without  any  deduc* 
tion  whate^^er.  It  is  my  hope  and  confi- 
dent expectation  that  in  the  present  state 
of  the  finances  of  the  country,  I  shall  be 
able  to  procure  loans  m  the  ^  per  cents, 
redeemable  at  80,  in  which  case,  in  the 
event  of  the  funds  rising  above  80>  I  mean 
to  propose  that  the  stock  so  created  shall 
oot  be  transferable. — ^The  right  hon.  gent, 
concluded  with  moving  the  first  of  the 
following  Resohittons :  viz,  1.  ''That  it 
would  tend  to  a  more  speedy  and  efficient 
reduction  of  the  iratioiial  debt,  and  would 
at  the  same  time,  be  of  material  accom- 
modation and  convenience  to  the  public, 
if  every  proprietor  of  three  p«r  cent,  con- 
solidated fund  or  reduced  bank  annuities 
were  at  liberty  to  exchange,  with  the  com- 
missioners for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt,  such  bank  annuities  for  a  life  annuity 
during  the  c<»tinuance  of  a  single  life, 
to  be  named  by  such  proprietor ;  or  for  a 
life  annuity  during  the  contionance  (^  the 
lives  of  two  persons,  to  be  named  by 
such  proprietor,  and  of  the  life  of  the 
lenger  liver  of  such  two  nominees.  2. 
That,  in  order  to  give  efiect  to  the  afore- 
going resolution,  every  proprietor  of  three 
per  cent,  consolidated  or  reduced  bank 
annuities,  who  shall  be  desirous  of  ex- 
cdianging  any  such  bank  annuities  for 
a  Hfe  annuity  on  the  continuance  of  a 
single  life,  shal^,  on  transferring  to  the 
commissioners  for  ^  reduction  of  the 
national  debt  any  such  bank  annuities, 
be  entitled,  during  the  cont'muance  of  his 
or  her  life,  or  of  the  life  of  some  other 
person  to  be  named  by  him  or  her,  to  re- 
ceive (under  such  regulations  as  parlia- 
ment may  deem  it  expedient  to  adopt) 
for  every  100/.  of  such  bank  annuities, 
and  so  in  proportion  for  any  greater  sum 
than  100/.  of  such  annuities,  transferred 
to  the  said  commissioners,  a  life  annuity 
of  such  annual  amount,  according  to  the 
age  of  the  nominee,  and  the  average  price 
01  such  bank  annuities  on  the  nearest  open 
day  preceding  the  day  of  the  transfer 
ibireof,  as  is  specified  in  the  following 
table.    (Thistabie  is  printing.)    ^.''That, 


in  order  to  give  forther  effect  to  the  afore- 
going resolution,  every.proprietor  of  S/.  per 
cent,  consolidated  or  reduced  bank  annui- 
ties, who  shall  be  desirous  of  exchanging 
any  such  bank  annuities  for  a  life  annuity 
in  the  continuance  of  the  lives  of  two  per- 
sons, to  be  named  by  such  proprietor  (of 
whom  such  proprietor  m^y  be  one),  and 
the  life  of  the  longer  liver  of  them,  shall 
on  transferring  to  the  commissioned  for 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt  any 
such  bank  annuities,  be  entitled,  during 
the  continuance  of  such  two  lives,  and  ot* 
the  life  of  the  longer  liver  of  them,  to 
receive  (under  such  regulations  as  pariia- 
ment  may  deem  it  expedient  to  adopt)  for 
every  100/.  of  such  bank  annuities,  and 
so  in  proportion  for  any  greater  sum  than 
100/.  of  sufh  annuities  tranferred  to  the 
said  commissioners,  a  life  annuity  of  such 
annual  amount,  according  to  the  respective 
ages  of  such  two  nominees  and  the  average 
price  of  such  bank  annuities  on  the  nearest 
open  day  preceding  the  day  of  the  trans- 
fer thereof,  as  is  specified  in  the  following 
tobies.  (These  tobies  are  printing.)  4. 
That  no  person  shall  be  admitted  to  be  a 
nominee,  either  for  the  grant  of  ^n  sm- 
nuity  for  the  continuance  of  a  single  life, 
or  for  the  grant  of  an  annuity  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  two  lives  and  of  the  longer 
liver  of  them,  who  shall  be  under  the  age 
of  thirty-five  years.  5.  That  the  divi- 
liends  payable  in  respect  of  the  bank  an- 
nuities, which  ^all  be  transferred  to  the 
couunissioners  for  the  reduction  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  in  exchange  for  life  annuities, 
shall  be  received  bj  the  said  commissioB** 
ers,  and  shall  amstitute  a  part  of  the  fiuida 
applicable  to  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt ;  and  that  out  of  the  said  funds  ap« 
plicable  to  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt,  the  said  commissioners  shall  pay  the 
respective  life  annuities  ^^ranted  in  ez^ 
change  for  such  bank  annuities,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  respective  lives  for 
which  the  same  shajl  be  payable;  and 
that  the  said  respective  life  annuities 
shall  be  payable  half-yearly  at  the  bank 
of  England,  on  the  same  days  on  which 
the  dividends  on  the  stock  transferred 
for  the  purchase  thereof,  may  be  pay* 
able  in  every  yea^;  that  the  first  pay- 
ment of  everv  annuity  shall  coBunence 
on  the  sune  day  on  which  the  first  divi- 
dend on  the  bank  annuities  so  transferred 
shall  be  payable  to  the  said  commission- 
ers; and  tliat  upon  the  death  of  any 
single  nominee,  or  of  the  surviver  ef  any 
two  joint  noDuneeB,  a  aom  equal  to  one* 
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fourth  part  of  the  annuity  dependsLnt  upon 
his  or  her  life  shall  be  paid  to  the  person  en- 
titled to  such  annuity,  or  his  or  her  exe- 
cutors or  administrators,  as  the  case  may 
be,  provided  the  same  shall  be  claimed 
withm  two  years  after  the  death  of  such 
single  or  surviving  nominee  ;  and  that  the 
annual  sum  payable  for  every  such  life  an- 
nuity so  ceasing  as  aforesaid,  shall  thence- 
forth revert  to  and  constitute  part  of  the 
funds  applicable  to  the  reduction'  of  the 
national  debt.  6.  That  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  effect  of  the  measure  pro- 
posed in  the  aforegoing  resolutions,  wjth 
reference  to  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt,  a  separate  account  shall  be  kept  half- 
yearly,  by  the  commissioners  for  the  r^ 
auction  of  the  national  debt,  of  all  bank 
annuities  which  shall  have  been  transferred 
to  them  for  the  purchase  of  any  life  an- 
nuities, and  of  the  dividends  receivable  by 
them  in  respect  thereof,  up  to  the  period  of 
such  account;  distinguishing  therein  so 
much  of  the  said  bank  annuities  as  shall 
have  been  transferred  in  the  course  of  the 
next  immediately  preceding  half-year : — 
Also  a  half-yearly  account  of  the  amount 
of  all  the  life  annuities  granted  by  them 
up  to  the  period  of  such  account,  dis- 
tinguishine  therein  the  amomit  of  the 
life  annuities  which  shall  have  been  grant- 
ed in  the  coarse  of  the  next  immedi- 
ately preceding  half-year  ;  and  also  of 
the  amount  of  all  the  annual  sums  which 
up  to  the'  period  of  the  said  account, 
shall  by  reason  of  the  deaths  of  nominees 
have  reverted  to  the  ^  funds  applicable  to 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt,  distin- 
guishing therein  the  amount  of  such  annual 
sum  as  shall  have  so  reverted  in  the  course 
of  the  next  immediately  preceding  half- 
year,  together  with  an  account  of  the 
amount  of  life  annuities  then  payable ;  and 
that  in  every  such  account  shall  be  speci- 
fied the  excess  in  the  whole  amount  of  all 
(he  life  annuities  then  before  granted, 
above  the  amount  of  the  dividends  receiv- 
able in  respect  of  all  the  bank  annuities 
then  before  transferred  for  the  purchase  of 
life  annuities ;  and  also  the  excess  (if  any) 
in  the  amount  of  the  life  annuities  then 
payable  above  the  amount  of  such  divi- 
dends.— Aiid  that  a  separate  account  shall 
also  be  kept  hsilf-yearly  of  the  capital 
stock,  which,  up  to  the  period  6f  such  ac- 
count, shall  have  been  redeemed  by  the 
application  of  the  annual  sums  which  shall, 
from  lime  to  time,  have  so  reverted  to  the 
said  funds,  by  reason  of  the  deaths  of  no- 
minees, and  by  the  application  of  the  ac- 


cumulated dividends  of  the  capital  stock 
redeemed  thereby  : — ^Also,  an  account  of 
the  whole  amount  of  3/.  per  cent,  capital 
stock,  which  up  the  period  of  such  account, 
would  have  been  redeemed  by  the  ex- 
cesses in  the  amount  of  the  life  annuities 
from  time  to  time  payable  by  the  said 
commissioners,  above  the  amount  of  the 
dividends  from  time  to  time  receivable  by 
them,  in  respect  of  the  bank  annuities,  trans- 
ferred for  the  purchase  of  such  life-annui- 
ties, in  case  such  excesses  had  been  inter- 
mediately applied  in  the  redemption  of  SL 
per  cent,  stock,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  th^  laws  now  in  force  for  the  reduction 
of  the  National  Debt.'' 

Mr.  Windham  would  liot  in  the  present 
early  sta^e  go  into  any  detailed  observa- 
tions on  the  plan  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee by  the  right  hon.  gent.,  but  merely 
rose  to  observe,  that  there  was  this  obvious 
and  fundamental  objection  to  the  Plan, 
that  it  did,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree, 
tend  to  vitiate  the  morals  of  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people.  He  was  afraid  that 
too  many  parents  would  be  found,  who 
would  be  very  willing  to  sacrifice  the 
future  interests  of  their  children  to  their 
own  immediate  gratification.  The  system 
of  annuities  was  too  generally  |^' tended 
with  such  consequences,  and  he  saw  no- 
thing in  the  Plan  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
calculated  to  obviate  such  eHects  in  the 
present  instance. 

Mr.  Brand  supposed  a  case  in  which 
five  millions  were  transferred  when  the 
stocks  were  at  (50 ;  he  then  supposed,  that 
by  the  natural  progress  of  the  price  from 
the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  the 
stocks  would  reach  65,  but  that  by  the 
accelerated  progress,  in  consequence  of 
removing  so  much  from  the  market,  they 
would  rise  to  70:  in  that  case  fie  con- 
tended, that  no  advantage  would  be  de- 
rived fi*om  the  measure,  but  rather  that  it 
would  be  injurious. 

Mr.  Tiernty  deprecated  the  facility 
which  the  Plan  proposed  to  afford  to  per- 
sons in  the  lower  walks  of  lite  to  do  that 
which  would  be  highly  injurious  to  their 
families.  At  the  same  time,  he  did  not 
believe  that  there  was  in  this  country  any 
considerable  body  of  people  who  would 
be  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
Plan.  Persons  of  high  rank  could  with 
ease  obtam  annuities  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, on  landed  security.  Mr.  Pitt  had 
tried  a  similar  Plan  in  1783,  which  in- 
tirely  failed.  Every  thing  led  him  to  be- 
lieve that  capital  and  increase  of  ciq^^ital 
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were  the  objects  of  th^  day,  and  was  it 
probable  tbat  a  person  who  had  hitherto 
preferred  capital  to  interest,  should  all  at 
once  change  his  plan,  and  prefer  interest 
to  capita] ;  and  that,  too,  precisely  at  the 
moment  when  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer was  assuring  him  that  capital  would 
nse  in  value  ?  It  appeared  to  him  also 
(although  he  only  stated  it  without  mean- 
ing to  infer  that  such  a  step,  under  some 
circumstances,  might  not  be  adviseable), 
that  the  Plan  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
.act  of  parliament,  respecting  the  reduction 
of  the  debt,  and  consequent  infraction  of 
faith  with  the  public  creditor.  It  was  well 
known,  that  the  stocks  were  kept  up  by 
the  periodical  presence  in  the  market  of 
the  commissioners  for  the  reduction  of  the 
debt,  who  were  bound  to  make  certain 
purchases  on  certain  days,  whatever  might 
be  the  state  of  that  market.  If,  however, 
diese  annuities  were  granted  to  a  consi- 
derable extent,  that  part  of  them  which 
exceeded  the  interest,  must  diminish  the 
disposable  sum  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  reduction  of  the  debt. 
The  consequence  would  be,  that  the  eflect 
now  produced,  and  which  he  had  just  de- 
scribe, would  be  materially  lessened ;  and 
the  f>er8on  who  bought  stock  last  week  on 
the  faith  of  the  act  of  parliament,  by  which 
be  expected  that  his  property  would  soon 
be  very  much  increased  in  value,  would 
thus  Bnd  himself  deceived.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  had  stated  his  expectations,  that  he 
should  be  able  to  make  loans  in  the  three 
per  cent,  stock  redeemable  at  80.  What 
advantage  would  be  derived  from  this  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  comprehend.  In  propor- 
tion^to  the  sum  at  which  it  was  to  be  re- 
deemable by  the  contractor,  would  the 
contractor  raise  his  original  terms.  He 
did  not  mean  to  derogate  from  the  merits 
of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  but  he  could  assure 
him,  that  he  never  yet  knew  any  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer  who  was  a  match  for 
the  gentlemen  in  the  city,  where  their  in- 
terest was  concerned. 

Mr.  Roic  contended  that  the  plan  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  would  be  beneficial  to 
the  individuals  who  should  transfer  their 
stock  for  annuities,  in  as  much  as  it  would 
secure  their  annuities  without  any  of  the 
difficulties  of  recovery  attending  annuities 
charged  upon  lands.  The  public  funds 
would  therefore  be  preferred ;  and  that  the 
practice  of  purchasing  under  this  plan 
would  not  be  injurious  to  the  public,  was 
apparent  from  the  circumstance  that  the 
short  annuities  had  lately  afiorded  an  op- 


portunity of  making  such  purchases.  He 
did  not  believe  that  any  instance  had  oc- 
curred in  which  a  parent  had  deprived  a 
child  of  its  inheritance  in  order  to  increase 
present  income  by  sinking  capital  in  such 
purchases.  The  general  advantages  of  the 
Plan  would  greatly  outweigh  every  evil 
that  could  possibly  result  from  its  opera- 
tion. The  Tontine  Plan  of  1783  was  not 
in  point,  because  there,  present  means 
were  to  be  given  up  for  future  advantage  ; 
whereas,  here  the  reverse  was  the  case. 
This  Plan  might  not  be  within  the  strict 
letter  of  the  act,  but  he  was  persuaded  it 
was  within  its  spirit.  When  the  Resolu- 
tions proposed  by  his  right  hon.  firiend 
should  be  inspected,  as  they  would  before 
the  house  would  be  called  upon  for  any 
decision,  he  was  convinced,  that  they 
would  be  considered  as  calculated  ulti- 
mately ta  accelerate  the  redemption  of  the 
debt. 

Lord  H.  Petty  allowed  that,  though  tn 
peace,  capital  might  be  withdrawn  from 
the  funds  to  be  employed  in  commerce, 
yet  the  funds  would  rise,  as  no  loans  would 
then  be  wanted.  However,  looking,  as 
thev  ought,  to  the  geaeral .  principle  in 
such  discussions,  their  measures  should  be 
framed,  so  as  to  meet  any  sudden  shock, 
which  might,  by  possibility,  occur  to  de- 
press the  price  of  the  funds.  The  plan  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  would  hold  out  greater 
inducements  to  persons  having  lower  capi- 
tals to  purchase,  than  were  to  be  met  with 
in  the  course  of  fair  trade.  The  efiect 
would  be,  that  a  bonus  would  thus  be 
given  by  government  upon  the  transac- 
tion, and  that  the  lower  aind  middle  classes 
would  thus  avail  themselves  of  the  profit 
held  out  by  government.  It  was  well 
known  that  where  annuities  had  been  en- 
couraged by  government  to  any  extent, 
they  produced  a  direct  effect  upon  the 
morals  of  the  counU-y .  The  rentcf  viagere$ 
were  a  proof  of  that.  In  that  instance, 
Neckar  granted  the  annuities  on  the  terms 
of  the  mr  trade,  but  here  an  advantage 
beyond  that  was  to  be  given.  He  thought 
it,  too,  somewhat  extraordinary,  that  Uiis 
advantage  should  be  held  out  at  a  time 
when  an  additional  tax  was  to  be  laid  upon 
life  Insurances.  The  latter  were  dictated 
by  every  principle  of  prudence,  providence, 
and  foresight,  whilst  the  purchases  under 
the  right  hon.  gent's  plan  would  be  the 
very  reverse.  But  the  efifect  of  this  plan 
and  of  the  tax  upon  Life  Insurances  would 
be  detrimental  to  the  interestsof  the  coun- 
try. .  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  wfaedier 
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the  plan  would  interfere  with  the  spirit  of 
the  act,  but  undoubtedly*  there  might  be 
occasions  upon  which  it  would  be  proper 
to  make  modifications  which  might  trench 
upon  the  letter  of  it.  The  Sinking  Fund 
did  not  produce  all  the  advantages  that 
flowed  from  its  operation  by  the  quantity . 
of  the  debt  it  redeemed,  but  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  redeemed,  by  the  proceeds 
of  that  fund  brought  into  the  market  weekly 
or  monthly. 

Mr.  Huskisson  defended  the  Plan  of  his 
right  hon.  friend.  It  gave  no  bonus  to 
persoiis  for  investing  their  capitals,  to  the 
prejudice  of  their  families.  1  he  scale  was 
calculated  upon  the  usual  principles  of  the 
probabilities  of  life ;  and  as  to  the  efifect  it 
might  have  upon  the  morals  of  the  public, 
it  uiould  be  recollected,  that  the  short  an- 
nuities, which  had  lately  fallen  in,  to  the 
amount  of  4  or  500,000/.  per  annum,  had 
been  in  the  market,  and  had  been  in  the 
market  without  producing  any  such  effect, 
though  upon  the  principle  of  the  gentle- 
men opposite,  they  were  much  more  dan« 
gerous,  as  they  required  a  larger  proportion 
m  capital  to  be  sunk.  There  were  num- 
berless cases,  in  which  it  would  be  desir- 
able for  parties  to  purchase  annuities  for 
lives  other  than  their  own,  and  there  were 
every  day  to  be  met  many  ruinous  modes 
of  accomplishing  that  object.  In  the  pre- 
sent state  of  this  country,  there  were  many 
cases  of  persons,  who,  without  injury  to 
the  interests  of  others,  would  purchase  an- 
nuities, and  the  plan  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  would  enable  them  to  do  that  at  the 
fair  money  value  of  the  funds  at  the  time. 
His  right  hon.  friend  had  stated  only,  that 
considering  all  circumstances  of  peace  or 
war,  there  was  a  greater  probability  that 
the  price  of  stocks  would  rise  than  fall, 
and  as  the  average  price  of  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  fonds  would  be  nearer  to  80 
than  the  present  price,  all  the  rise  above 
the  present  price  would  be  so  much  gain 
to  the  public. 

Mr.  Daxnes  Giddy  spoke  shortly,  as 
nearly  as  we  could  collect  from  the  low 
tone  of  voice  in  which  he  delivered  his 
sentiments,  rather  in  terms  of  approbation 
of  the  plan* 

Sir  JMn  Nojoport  observed,  that  this  plan 
certainly  held  out  superior  advantages  to 
such  as  shoold  be  disposed  to  take  advan- 
tage of  it ;  and  deprecated  the  holding 
out  any  inducements  to  the  lower  classes 
to  roecvlate  in  annuities.  The  finances 
of  France  had  been  in  an  embarrassed 
•tate  at  t|ie  time  of  re^prting  to  the  rerOes 


viqgerra,  but  that  was  not  iht  case  in  thi» 
country  at  present,  and  it  was  dangerous 
for  the  rtate  to  speculate  in  snch  transac- 
tions. If  there  were  vices  in  a  country^ 
government  ought  not  to  partake  of  them. 
In  France  there  hsd  been  many  instances 
of  persons  who  sacrificed  the  interests  of 
their  posterity  for  their  own  imn^iate 
gratification.  That  was  not  consonant  to 
the  feelinffs  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  he  should  therefore  deprecate  any 
measure  that  would  have  the  efiect  of  assi-t 
milating  the  habits  and.  morals  of  this 
country  with  those  of  Prance. 

Mr.  A*  Baring  considered  the  statevnenk 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  pert 
fectly  clear  but  upon  one  pmnt,  the  mode 
of  calculating  the  value  of  lives.  If  tha 
calculation  was  founded  upon  the  tables  of 
life,  it  would  be  a  bad  calculation  for  the 
public,  because  these  tables  were  formed 
upon  the  ordinary  probabilities  of  life, 
and  the  lives  insured  would  be  picked 
lives.  He  did  not  think  the  plan  woidd 
succeed  to  any  extent,  and  he  tnisted  h 
would  not.  A  great  part  of  the  rise  of 
the  funds  which  had  taken  place  since  the 
last  loan,  had  been  produced  by  the  stag^ 
nation  of  trade.  The  return  of  peace 
would,  by  giving  other  employment  for 
cs^tal,  keep  down  the  rise  of  the  funds 
that  would  be  produced  by  other  causes. 
But,  he  apprehended  that  the  funds  would 
fall  in  consequence  of  a  defalcation  of 
revenue  arising  from  the  stagnation  of 
trade.  The  plan  upon  which  loans  bad 
hitherto  been  made  in  this  country,  was 
to  procure  them  at  a  low  rate  of  interest, 
and  to  give  the  individual  the  chance  of 
the  rise.  Thus  the  burthen  was  laid  upon 
posterity  to  relieve  the  present  generation* 
The  plan  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche-» 
quer  was  the  reverse,  borrowing  at  five 
per  cent,  whereby  we  should  have  more 
mterest  to  pay,  and  posterity  less  capital 
to  redeem.  He  had  not  so  sanguine  a 
view  of  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
country  as  to  think  this  chanjte  desirable* 

Mr.  W,  Smith  could  not  abstain  from 
bearing  his  testimony  to  the  immoral  ten** 
dency  of  this  plan.  In  all  cases  ^diere 
government  profited  by  the  vices  of  the 
country,  it  connived  at  them.  Thus  it 
was  that  it  was  easier  to  procure  licences 
for  all  the  ale-houses  in  the  country  than 
to  suppress  one ;  and  to  the  profit  govern* 
ment  derived  firom  the  stamp  duty  upon 
them,  it  was  owing  that  the  country  was 
so  deluged  with  quack  medicines.  The 
same  principle  applied  to  all  the  movoftn* 
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baak  exldhiiioBs  which  sakited  the  eyes  of 
the  public  ia  every  «treel  of  this  city. 
When  garerni^nt  profited  by  the  vices  of 
the  couotry,  it  was  oot  so  zealous  in  sup- 
preasiEig  them.  He  looked  upon  these 
annitittea  as  a  moral  poison  which  should 
not  be  circulated. 

Tbe  CSuatcdhrqf  ihcExckequitri\i2iX)k^ 
the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  for  the  caii- 
did  manner  in  which  they  had  shewn  their 
aOentida  to  the  plan  he  had  proposed. 
Gentlemen  had  talked  of  the  immoral  ten- 
dency oP  his  plan»  and  of  the  effect  it 
would  have  in  changing  the  character  of 
the  country.     They  considered  the  pur- 
chase of  anhuities  as  a  vice  that  ought  to 
be  put  dowA.     If  parents  purchased  annui- 
ties for  their  oiwn  lives  to  the  prejudice  of 
theu*  chiklreW  that,  he  admitted,  would  be 
wrong,  and  ought  to  be  discountenanced. 
But  would  it  not  be  proper  for  a  parent  to 
purchase  an  animky  for  his  child  or  for 
Dis  widow,  if  the^circunvtancea  of  his  pi-o- 
I>erty  wuoKi  not  admit  of  any  other  pro- 
nwtt?  U  would  be  idle  to  provide  small 
iiiiHHties,  suppose  for  servants,  or  for  a 
widow,  on  the  security  of  land,  wben  the 
ezpences  of  settlement,  and  peihapa  of  re- 
covery, would  render  the  provision  of  no 
avail    No  Inre  was  to  be  held  out  to  any 
detcriation  of  person  ;  the  calculations 
were  foonded  i^n  the  common  principle, 
aad  there  were  every  day  much  greater 
temptations  held  out  without  any  security; 
Instead  of  having  an  immoral  efiect,  the 
pha  would  afibrd  an  opportunity  of  acting 
vpea  the  principles  of  humanity  and  good 
nature,  in  making  a  provision  for  firiends. 
He  should  not  be  partial  to  the  measure, 
if  it  woul^  tend  to  alter  the  national  cha- 
racter.   But  uptm  every  consideration  he 
ooold  give  it,  he  found  the  badaace  of  good 
gi]eady  preponderate  over  any  evil  that 
laigbt  be  lil^ly  to  arise  ir<Rn  its  operation. 
He  had  omitted  to  state,  that  one  of  the 
ficflohitiens  contained  the  principle  of  the 
cakolitiQns,  and  the  scale  of  purchases, 
wd  that  they  had  been  framed,  not  only 
npea  the  table  of  li  ves,  but  upon  coromuni- 
<^^^  with  those  most  intimate  with  such 
^"^ts.    It  had  been  said,  that  the  plan 
jwld  interfere  with  the  operation  of  die 
Slaking  Fund,  but  that  must  have  been  a 
ttutafce;  because,  if  its  operation  were  to 
MiouBt  to  a  million  of  annuity,  the  whole 
8wa  transferred  for  that  would  go  to  the 
?«nn»ioner8,  and  add  to  the  amount  of 
^  redeemed  stock,  whilst  the  amount  of 
^•^^•bng  Fund  would  be  a£fected  only 
••As  siaaU  eictent  of  the  additional  an- 


nuity  created.  The  plan  might,  perfaapSy 
interfore  with  the  letter  of  tlie  act,  but 
was  certainly  within  its  spirit,  and  this  was 
one  of  the  cases  in  which  the  hon.  gentle* 
men  had  admitted  that  the  letter  might 
be  departed  from. — ^The' first  Resolution 
was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  chairman  hav- 
ing reported  progress,  the  committee  was 
ordered  to  sit  again  on  Thursday. 

[Local  Miutia  Bill.]  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  further  consideraliion  of  the  report  of 
the  English  Local  Militia  bill,  and  having 
moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted,  the 
house  resolved  itself  into  the  committee. 

Mr.  Babm^tm,  with  a  view  to  the  more 
certain  dsoA  efficient  training  of  the  people^ 
proposed  an  amendment,  rendering  it  com-* 
pulsory  to  call  out  the  quotas  under  the 
btll  as  speedily  as  may  be. 

Lord  Caaimagk  thought  it  might  be 
safoly  left  to  th<e  discretion  of  govemaMnft 
to  carry  the  training  into  efiect  with  all 
c«0(veMieiit  speed.  He>  however^  utas 
wHliiig  to  accede  to  the  hen.  gent's  pr»* 
posiyon,  with  some  verbal  asaendments. 

Mr.  Wmdham  thought  the  burthen  eif 
the  traiiiuig  and  regiaaenting  too  great  to 
impoaa  on  the  people  till  there  was  a 
prospect  of  its  being  wanted.  It  was  th« 
meiit  of  the  Trainh^  act,  that  it  gave  the 
power  of  calling  out  the  people  when  they 
should  be  wanted,  and  imposed  no  burthen 
in  the  intermediate  time.  If  any  hon* 
gei^tlemen  were  so  much  in  love  with  the 
present  measure,  that  they  wished  it  to  be 
executed  without  delay,  the  best  incentiw 
was  to  indulge  them  with  die  enjoyment 
of  the  ballot  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  G,  Vannttxart  thought  so  large  a 
ballot  as  this  measure  required,  would  be 
intolerable  and  impracticable.  He  wished 
the  lists  to  be  mane  out,  and  the  ballot  to 
take  place  at  the  same  time  for  the  local 
and  the  general  miUtia,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  unnecessary .  repetition  of  the  bustle 
and  confusion  attending  that  proceeding. 
— ^Afler  some  further  observations,  the 
Amendment  was  agreed  to  as  modified 
on  the  suggestion  of  lord  Castlereagh. 

Sir  James  Montgomery  objected  to  the 
balloting  plan  of  the  noble  lord,  and  pro- 
posed tlmt  the  young  men  should  be  taken 
from  the  age  of  18  or  19,  to  that  of  25  ; 
that  they  should  be  trained  for  3  months 
the  first  year,  and  that  the  time  in  the 
subsequent  years. should  be  diminished  as 
they  suivanced  in  proficiency  ;  that  when 
they  had  passed  the  age  of  25  they  should 
be  exempted  firom  the  service,  so  that  the 
T 
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rotation  should  depend  on  the  age  and  not 
on  ballot.  He  described  the  advantages 
of  having  the  services  of  these  young  men, 
who  would  be  much  easier  trained,  and 
with  a  much  less  burthen  to  the  nation^ 
which  would  have  fewer  wives  and  fa- 
milies to  provide  for.  It  would  be  much 
less  harrassing  to  the  country  than  this 
ballot. 

Lord    Castlereagh    observed,    that    this 
would  entirely  destroy  the  system  of  quo- 
tas>  and  the  hardship  would  fall  very  im- 
equally  on  the  counties,  unless  the  hon. 
baronet  meant  that  the  whole  of  the  vo- 
lunteer establishment  should    be    imme- 
diately abolished.    This  would,  besides, 
be  attended  with  difficulties  in  the  execu- 
tion, miach  hardship,  and  other  disad- 
vantages, to  which  he  did  not  see  it  ne- 
cessary at  present  to  subject  the  country. 
Mr.  Windham  approved  of  neither  of  the 
plans ;  but  of  the  two,  the  hon.  baronet's 
was  eertainly  preferable,  as  along  with  the 
burthen  on  the  public  it  would  be  in  some 
degree  efficient,  whereas  the  noble  lord's 
would  do  nothing  more  than  impose  an 
useless  burthen.    The  hon.  baronet  Was 
for  dissolving  the  volunteer*.    The  noble 
k)rd  was  for  wasting  them  by  degrees ;  he 
was  for  drilling  them,  secundum  artem : 
feis  object  wa»  to  transfer  them  to  the  lo- 
cal nnlitia;  be  intended  to  bribe  them 
to'come  into  this  militia,  and  to  induce  the 
officers,  by  giving  them  rank,  to  bribe 
the  men  to  accompany  them.      This  yras 
his   mode   of  proceeding  with  those  to 
whom  he  had  so  often  said  he  was  willing 
to  trust  the  fate  of  the  country  :  why  did 
he  not  trust  them  now  ?    He  had  within 
50,000  of  all  that  he  had  before  of  volun- 
teers.   But  the  noble  lord  was  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  this  transfer,  and  to  adopt 
some  of  the  very  methods  he  had  so  loudly 
condemned,  and  all  this  after  the  calum- 
nies which  he  had  propagated  against  the 
proceedings  of  the  late  administration  on 
this  subject.     He  did  not  at  all  approve 
of  the  method  of  training  proposed  by 
eitker  of  the  plans.    It  was  impossible  to 
train  the  people,  so  as  to  bring  them  in 
regiments  against  the  enemy,  under  offi- 
cers as  ignorant  as  themselves.    What  he 
had  proposed  was  to  teach  them  the  mere 
elehients,  to  handle  their  arms  and  to  fire 
powder.     But  his  great  object  was  to  have 
then*  enrolled,  so  that  they  might  be  cal- 
led upon,  in  case  of  emergency,  to  join  the 
regular  troops  under  experienced  officers. 
Colonel  Foky  thought  this  a  very  fair 
hin»  as  it  went  to  call  upon  those  countie? 


to  do  their  duty,  who  had  not  furnished 
their  proportion  of  volunteers. 

Lord  Castlertagh  mentioned,  that  he  in^ 
tended  to  propose  that  there  should  be  an 
instruction  to  volunteer  corps  that  were 
full,  to  admit  as  supernumeraries  persons- 
who  chose  to  pay  half  the  line,  and  go 
into  a  volunteer  corps,  in  order  to  be  ex- 
empted from  this  service. 

Mr.  Windham  observed  that  this  was 
forcing  into  volunteer  corps  those  who 
were  no  volunteers. 

Mr.  C  Wynne  rather  approved  the  bill» 
so  far  as  it  went;  for  a  more  permanent 
force  than  the  volunteers  was  necessary. 
Yet  he  would  have  prefered  a  conscriptioD 
of  the  young  men  from  18  to  25  to  the 
method  of  ballot.  A  conscription,  ke 
affirmed,  would  be  much  more  efficacious 
and  less  distressing  than  the  ballot,  for  the 
duty  wduld  then  be  certain  and  unavoida- 
ble, whereas  the  system  of  ballot  was 
attended  with  the  most  tormenting  anxiety 
and  uncertainty,  and  was  calculated  to 
introduce  a  system  of  perjury,  that  would 
be  of  the  most  calamitous  consequences  to 
the  country. 

The  iSecrctary  at  War  observed,  that  on 
that  plan,  all  ranks  must  be  confounded, 
and  this  would  be  ielt  as  an  intolerable 
grievance.  The  present  mode  of  exempt- 
ing persons,  by  hne  and  service  in  volun- 
teers, would  have  the  ef&ct  of  bringing 
into  the  local  militia  those  who  were  most 
fit  for  such  a  situation. 

Mr.  Wytme  observed,  that  he  had  meant 
that  the  volunteers  should  be  open  to  those 
who  chose  to  serve  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Wilberfcrce  thought  that  the  hon. 
baronet's  plan  w^s  preferable,  and  he 
was  sorry  the  principle  had  not  been  acted 
upon  as  it  had  been  detailed  by  a  noble 
writer  (lord  Selkirk).  But  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  hon.  baronet  would  go 
to  change  the  principle  of  the  present  bill, 
and  could  not,  be  apprehended,  be  adopted 
in  the  committee.  He  must,  therefore, 
oppose  it  as  being  brought  forward  at  an 
improper  period.  If,  however,  it  should 
be  proposed  at  a  time  when  he  could, 
consistently  with  the  usages  of  the  house, 
support  it,  he  would  do  so,  for  he  was  con- 
vinced it  would,  more  than  any  other 
plan,  give  security  to  the  counti-y,  and 
contribute  to  the  restoration  of  peace. 

The  house  then  divided,  For  the  amend- 
ment 41;  Against  it  146;  Majority  105. 
— Several  verbal  amendments  were  made 
in  the  diffisrent  clauses,  and  a  considerable 
deal    of  discussion    took  place.  —  Ths 
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house  then  resumed,  the  chairman  report- 
ed progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  tit  again 
on  Monday. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 


Monday,  May  16. 

[Indictmbnt  Bill.]  The  Lord  Chancel- 
lor,  upon  the  motion  for  the  second  reading 
of  this  bill,  intimated,  that  many  noble 
lords  had  been  under  a  mistake,  respecting 
the  day  appointed  for  its  discussion,  having 
understood  that  it  would  take  place  on 
Wednesday ;  and  as  it  was  a  bill  of  great 
importance,  he  trusted  their  lordships 
would  agree  with  him  in  the  propriety  of 
discharging  the  order  as  it  then  stood,  in 
order  that  it  might  take  place  on  Wednes- 
day. 

Evl  Sianhcpe.  My  lords,  I  perfectly 
^i^e»  with  the  noble  and  learned  lord  that 
this  bill  is  a  measure  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, and  that  it  would  be  proper  that 
th^  discussion  be  deferred  till  Wednesday, 
but  then  I  earnestly  implpre  that  ^ose 
Bobie  lords  will  attend  on  that  day.  I 
^ould  also  have  concurred  with  that  noble 
and  learned  lord,  if  he  had  further  said, 
that  there  never  was  a  more  infamous  bill 
brought  up  from  the  house  of  commons, 
for  it  has  a  tendency  to  destroy  the  Trial 
by  Jury;  nay  worse,  to  render  that  trial 
ridiculous. — ^The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Moaday,  May  16. 
(FtasT  Fruits  in  Ireland.]-  Sir  Jdka 
Newport  rose,  in  pursuance  of  his  notice, 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
the  more  equal  valuation  of  the  revenue  of 
the  First  Fruits  in  Ireland,  and  for  the  due 
collection  thereof.  In  doing  this,  the 
right  bon.  gent,  took  occasion  to  state  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  proceeded.  By 
the  Returns  made  by  the  Archbishop  of 
Cashel,  the  whole  annual  amount  of  the 
First  Fruits  at  present  collected  was  merely 
350/.  per  annum,  a  sum  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  object  originally  in  the  view  of  the 
legislature,  which  was  the  augmenting  the 
benefices,  and  otherwise  improving  the 
livings  of  the  poorer  clergy.  It  was  on 
tiiat  account  that  he  wished  to  render  more 
efiectual  what  the  bounty  of  the  crown 
had  destined  for  such  a  benevolent  purpose. 
It  would  be  sufficient  to  state  to  the  house, 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  parishes  in 
Ireland  were  not  at  all  valued,  and  ther^- 
hrt  contributed  nothing  towards  the  ob- 


ject in  view.  He  might  reckon,  that  there 
were  1,300  parishes,  whose  First  Fruits 
were  valued,  while  there  were  about  900 
remaining  still  mivalued.  The  valuations 
had  taken  place  at  so  early  a  period  as  th^ 
reign  of  queen  Anne,  and  therelbre  bore 
no  proportion  to  what  they  now  ought  te 
be.  It  was  his  intention  to  propose  that 
the  payment  of  the  First  Fruits  should  not 
attach  to  any  living  that  did  not  amount 
to  250/.  per  annum. — From  every  calcula- 
tion he  had  been  able  to  make,  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  revenues  of  the  First  Fruits, 
when  properly  valued  and  collected 
throughout  all  the  different  parishes,  after 
deducting  all  expences,  would  produce 
between  20,000/.  and  30,000/.  per  annum* 
This  sum  would  be  the  means  of  increas- 
ing the  poorer  benefices  of  Ireland  ;  and 
he  thought  it  would  be  more  proper  in  the 
legislature  to  look  to  this  mode  of  making  . 
that  fund  productive,  than  to  pay  out  ^ 
the  treasury  a  sum  of  money  for  that  pur- 
pose, which  would  affect  the  body  of  the 
people,  without  any  reason  or  ground  -be- 
mg  first  laid  down.  It  should  not  afifect 
any  of  the  present  incumbents,  so  as  to  be 
a  burden  upon  them.  Upon  the  whole, 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  mea- 
sures which  he  proposed  would  be  attend- 
ed with  very  salutary  and  most  beneficial 
consequences.  The  right  hon.  baronet 
then  concluded  with  moving  for  leave  to 
bring  in  the  said  bill. 

Sir  A.  WelUiky  opposed  the  motion. 
He  said  he  believed  the  valuation  that  now 
existed  had  taken  place  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  8,  and  one  great  consideration 
now  was,  whether  the  clergy  were  not  in 
general  already  sufficiently  provided  for  ? 
He  thought,  at  least,  that  mere  were  many 
already  sufficiently  provided  for,  while 
others  were  not  so ;  but  the  measure  now 
proposed  would  go  to  benefit  them  all 
equally.  It  was  true  that  many  of  the 
clergy  did  not  pay  the  First  Fruits,  but 
the  inequality  in  that  instance  was  so  ex- 
ceedingly small,  that  it  was  not  worth 
while  to  alter  the  valuation ;  the  more 
especially  as  there  were  other  funds  for 
enlarging  glebe  houses  in  Ireland  ;  and 
the  sum  now  proposed  to  be  granted  in 
addition  for  that  purpose,  not  being  very 
larse,  he  believed  the  house  would  think 
wi&  him,  that  there  was  no  ground  for 
agreeing  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  C.  WyTme  said,  he  certainly  thought 
the  object  of  the  proposed  bill  was  of  such 
a  nature,  that  every  one  ought  to  agree  to 
it.    The  right  hon.  general  did  not  deny 
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that  the  benefices  in  Ireland  were  exceed- 
ingly unequal ;  the  superior  clergy  beuig 
well  provided  ior,  and  the  inferior  not  so. 
That  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  chief,  if 
not  the  sole  ground  for  this  bill.  Its  ob- 
ject was  to  obtain  the  First  Fruits  revenue 
in  the  manner  originally  intended,  and  to 
apply  it  for  the  advantage  of  the  smaller 
description  of  the  clergy.  His  right  boa. 
friend  had  stated,  that  he  meant  to  exclude 
those  clergymen  from  payment  of  the 
first-fruits,  whose  benefices  did  not  amount 
to  QSOL  a  year.  He  was  as  much  disposed 
aa  any  man  to  resist  an  innovation  upon 
church  property,  but  this  was  a  decided 
payment,  which,  fit>m  the  earliest  times, 
the  church  had  been  liable  to ;  and  all 
that  was  aimed  at  was,  a  new  valuation,  to 
which  they  were  by  law  to  be  subjected. 
Tiie  crown  had  wisely  and  liberally 
fffanted  this  in  the  reign  of  ()ueea  Anne, 
jW  purposes  the  most  useful  aad  the  most 
imoortant,  and  parliament  were  now  only 
caUed  upon  to  give  efficacy  to  former 
le^lative  measures,  which  had  become 
as  it  were  a  dead  letter,  and  an  unavailing 
instance  of  generosity.  It  was  a  perpetual 
fund,  which  would  increase  from  year  to 
year.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
had  formerly  said,  that  it  was  desiral^e 
that  every  resident  clergyman  in  this 
country  should  not  have  less  than  200/.  a 
year.  He  thought  this  would  also  be  ex- 
tremely desirable  in  Ireland,  and  it  would 
be  the  best  mode  of  discouraging  the 
Boman  Catholic  religion.  This  was  ex- 
actly such  a  measure  as  wou^d  raise  the 
respectability  of  the  Protesunt  Church. 

Mr  Foster  said,  that  the  proposed  bill 
would  go  to  tax  the  clergy  between 
20,000/.  and  30,000/.;  the  First  Fruits 
now  only  producing  about  SOOO/.  The 
taking  of  50,000/.  oat  of  the  pockets  of 
the  clergy  was  an  object  of  such  magni- 
tude, and  so  injurious,  that  he  could  not 
agree  to  it. 

Mr  Homer  said,  he  owned  he  felt  much 
aarprise  at  the  opposition  that  had  been 
made  to  this  measare,  the  more  especially 
when  it  vmas  made  upon  si  motion  merely 
to  bring  in  the  bill.  Afier  the  discussions 
tiiat  had  already  taken  place  in  that  house 
won  measufes  brought  forward  by  ^ktt 
chancellor  •f  the  exchequer  to  encourage 
the  residence  of  the  dergy  an  England, 
he  could  not  help  thioking  it  was  eqvally 
desirable  to  encourage  mt  residence  in 
Ireland.  Gendemen  afipeared  to  oppose  I 
this  hill  upon  wrong  princtptes  and  mis-  j 
ataiements,  as  the  o^eot  of  it  was  not^  as  I 


they  alleged,  to  impose  a  tax  upon  the 
clergy,  but  to  efi^t  an  equalization  of  tbe 
smaller  livings  and  to  le?y  that  which  tho 
clergy  were  already  bound  by  former  acta 
to  bestow  in  a  more  impartial  manner. 
He  denied  the  proposition  that  the  former 
valuation  was  to  be  the  standard  of  future 
proceedings.  The  trustees  had  the  power 
of  renewing  that  valuation  whenever  it 
became  necessaiy.  As  he  understood  it, 
the  English  act  of  parliament  of  the  26th 
of  Henr^  8th,  was  extended  to  Ireland, 
and  by  it  a  valuation  was  to  take  place, 
from  time  to  time,  by  the  keeper  of  the 
great  seal,  the  master  of  the  rolls,  and 
other  officers  therein  named.  So  from  thia 
it  appeared,  that  the  statute  law  of  the  unit- 
ed Idngdon  empoweced  the  crown  to  make 
this  valuation.  Such  was  the  avowed  ob- 
ject of  the  present  biQ,  and  it  should  have 
his  hearty  support,  as  it  could  never  be 
suppoaed  that  the  sum  of  SOOO/.  a-^aar 
was  all  that  ever  was  in  view  to  be  raised 
by  the  bounty  in  question. 

Br.  DmigeMm  opposed  the  measure. 
He  insuted  that  the  bill  went  to  raiae  a 
revenue  oat  of  the  wxkttB  of  the  clergy 
of  Ireland,  under  the  idea  that  it  wodd 
promote  their  interest,  by  first  taziof  theai 
in  order  to  procure  the  frmd.  The  churches 
of  Ireland  and  of  England  were  declared 
to  be  one  and  indivisible,  and  therefore 
why  put  the  clergy  of  Ireland  upon  a  dif- 
ferent footing  from  those  in  England  ?  If 
there  were  to  be  any  new  valuation,  it 
ouffht  to  extend  to  £j[igland  as  well  as  to 
Ireland.  A  bill  simikff  to  this  one  had 
been  proposed  in  the  house  of  lords  aame 
years  ago,  by  a  great  and  eminent  pielaAe, 
but  it  was  soon  quashed.  It  would  reduce 
the  clergy  in  Ireland,  great  and  small 
of  them,  to  the  greatest  distress,  if  such 
a  bill  as  this  passed  the  house.  It  wonU 
be  a  charge  almost  insopp^Mtable,  as  a 
poor  man  would  be  nearly  3  yean  be- 
fore he  could  reap  any  benefit  from  the 
glebe  house  he  might  have  erected.  Al- 
though those  who  opposed  this  measure 
were  alledged  to  be  wrong  in  point  of  kar, 
yet  he  could  inform  its  suppMters»  that  it 
was  formerly  compla'med  of  as  a  great 
crievattce,  when  Henry  S  abolished  the 
Pope's  power  in  this  country,  a  new  va» 
luation  of  the  First  Fruits  was  made  for 
the  king's  benefit  Nevertheless  this  fend 
was  not  the  nraperty  of  the  crown  «t  cdl; 
so  that  neitner  the  keeper  of  the  great 
seal,  nor  the  masler  of  the  roHa,  coaM 
at  all  exercise  any  contnml  ever  st  ft 
WM  a  fund  puraly  bolsnginf  to  iha  ] 
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clergy.  The  bounty  of  the  crown  was 
only  5000/.  a*year  for  this  benevolent  pur- 
pose. Upon  the  whole,  although  more, 
was  now  thought  necessary,  yet  this,  of  all 
others,  wouU  be  the  hardest  mode  of  rais- 
ing it ;  and  he  trusted  such  a  tax  upon  the 
<^l^gy  would  never  be  entertained  by  the 
house  of  commons. 

Mr.  PoMonby  said,  that  it  was  quite  an 
erroneous  statement  to  say  that  this  mea- 
sure was  to  raise  a  tax  upon  the  clergy  to 
the  amount  of  30,000/.  a-year.  It  did  not 
do  so ;  but  the  efiect  of  it  would  be  merely 
to  raise  from  the  higher  order  of  the  cler- 
gy that  which  the  legislature  had  wisely 
bestowed  upon  the  poorer,  without  inflict- 
ing any  additional  taxation  upon  the 
people  at  large.  The  measure  was  purely 
prospective,  calling  on  the  great  prefer- 
ments in  Ireland  to  contribute  a  certain 
proportion  to  support  those  of  the  clergy 
who  haye  not  wherewithal  to  live  upon. 
His  right  hon.  friend  did  not,  in  the  bill 
iot  which  he  then  asked  leave,  take  upon 
himself  to  fix  any  estimate,  or  to  apportion 
the  aoMMint  this  fund  ought  to  pay  for 
pious  purposes.  It  solely  proceeded  upon 
this  £eur  and  equitable  principle,  that  those 
of  th^  ecclesiastical  order,  who  received 
a  great  deal  out  of  the  church  of  Ireland, 
ought  to  be  compelled  to  advance  some- 
thing towards  the  support  of  such  of  their 
own  order,  who  scarce  had  what  was  neces- 
sary for  the  purpbsesof  life.  Hie  objections 
of  <be  learned  doctor  (Duigenan)  were 
anticipated  by  the  statement  of  his  right 
hon.  friend.  The  learned  doctor  had  as- 
serted that  it  would,  in  its  operation,  load 
the  clergy  of  Ireland  with  an  exorbitant 
amount  of  taxation.  The  answer  was, 
that  the  amount  was  solely  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  house;  the  bill  did  not  take 
upon  itself  to  fix  even  any  scale  of  appro- 
priation. But  the  principle  was  necessary, 
and  when  acknowleged,  then  it  was  for 
the  house  to  settle  the  detail.  That  the 
principle  was  necessary,  every  man  ac- 
quainted with  the  state  of  Ireland  must 
admit.  There  were,  to  his  own  know- 
ledge, two  bishoprics,  each  producing  an 
income  of  20/XX)/.  per  annum,  and  neither 
of  which  paid  a  single  farthing,  to  the  fund 
of  First  Fruits.  Would  any  man  then  say, 
that  a  new  valuation  was  not  necessary, 
and  that  such  preferment  ought  not  to  con- 
tribute to  the  maintenance  and  augmented 
comforts  of  the  poor  of  their  own  order  ? 
Itwtts  ^  from  the  fact  to  say,  that  the 
prepoaed  bill  was  an  innovation,  or  that 
ir  lasiichiill  upon  4he  rights  of  the -Irish 


clergjr.  It  only  followed  up  an  old  and 
sanctioned  law  of  the  country,  and  was 
calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
estaJ[>lished  religion  in  that  country.  There 
was  no  man  in  that  house  less  inclined  to . 
trench  upon  the  property  of  the  church, 
because  he  felt  it  had  as  good  a  title  to  se- 
curity as  any  other  species  of  possession. 
This  bill  had  no  sucn  object,  it  did  not 
attempt  to  apply  that  species  of  property 
to  any  foreign  purpose.  It  was  not  to  serve 
the  Laity,  but  to  provide  a  due  provision 
for  those  of  their  own  calling,  to  whom, 
both  a  sense  of  interest  for  religion,  and 
a  feeling  of  sound  policy,  ought  to  ad- 
minister competency  and  comfort,  llie 
learned  doctor  had  argued,  that,  because 
some  years  ago,  a  reverend  prelate  had 
been  unsuccessful  in  a  measure  similar  to 
the  present,  therefore  the  motion  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  ought  to  be  refused.  ' 
Such  an  inference  was  totally  inconclusive; 
as  the  usage  of  parliament  never  could 
warrant  this  doctrine,  that  it  should,  on  all 
subsequent  occasions,  refuse  the  adoption 
of  a  measure,  merely  because  previous 
parliaments  did  not  feel  the  propriety  of 
acceding  to  some  of  a  similar  nature.  The 
provisions  of  the  proposed  bill  would  be 
fully  within  the  controul  of  the  hoyse, 
although  it  should  accede  to  the  present 
moticm.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  house 
should,  in  the  present  stage,  determine  on 
the  impropriety  of  submitting  it  to  parlia- 
uientaiy  discussion,  then  it  would  have 
adopted  this  principle,  that  in  the  regula- 
tion of  the  church  all  interference  waa 
improper.  What  would  the  right  hon* 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequei*  say  to 
such  doctrine  ?  He  who  felt  so  warmly 
the  necessity  of  some  measure  of  church 
reform,  and  had  actually  before  the  house 
a  measure  of  legislation,  which  went  to 
take  fi-om  the  property  of  the  rector  of  a 
hving  of  250/.  a-year  ?  He  had  descanted  * 
upon  the  justice  and  propriety  of  such  a 
reform.  He  had  allowed  no  fear  of  inno- 
vation nor  apprehension  of  disturbing  or 
burdening  church  property,  to  intertere, 
or  to  retard  this  his  favourite  scheme ;  and 
surely  if  there  was  any  parity  in  reasoning; 
or  any  consistency  to  be  pursued,  he  nmst 
feel  the  necessity  and  the  justice  of  the 
bill  which  his  right  hon.  firiend  had  now 
asked  leave  to  introduce* 

Hie  Chanodior  tftbe  Exehcguer  obseryei, 
that  he  was  by  no  means  inclined  to  ns- 
tract  or  to  qualify  any  one  opinion  which 
he  had  advanced  in  the  support  of  tbt 
meaauco  (the  Stipendiary  Cui»tos'i>iil}  to 
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which  the  last  speaker  adverted  ;  still  he 
considered  the  bill  ,now  proposed  a  most 
oppressive  mode  of  regulation,  burdening 
the  clergy  with  a  severe  imposition  of  taxa- 
tion. In  this  country  it  was  felt,  upon  a 
person  being  preferred  to  a  bishopric  or 
great  living,  that  at  least  the  product  of 
three  or  four  years  of  his  income  was  an- 
ticipated by  the  expenses  which,  on  his 
induction,  he  had  to  defray. 

Mr.  Maurice  Fitzgerald  (Knight  of  Ker- 
ry) advised  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer to  pause  before  he  rejected  a  measure 
which,  if  refused,  must  lead  to  a  full  in- 
vestigation of  the  state  in  which  the  Irish 
church  was  placed.  He  proved,  from  an 
historical  review,  that  the  act  of  Queen 
Anne,  by  which  the  fund  of  first  fruits 
were  made  available  to  the  erection  of 
glebe  houses,  and  to  the  promotion  of  pi- 
ous purposes,  had  been  received  by  the 
clergy  of  that  age  as  a  great  boon ;  so 
much  so,  that  there  existed  a  great  com- 
petition with  respect  to  the  organ  through 
which  they  should  convey  their  thanks  to 
the  throne.  There  was  no  man  who  so 
well  knew  the  necessity  for  the  proposed 
measure  as  the  learned  doctor.  He  knew 
the  deficiency  of  glebe  houses  in  Ireland, 
and  that  such  deficiency  was,  at  all  visita- 
tions, the  pretext  and  excuse  for  the  non- 
residence  of  the  clergy.  Was  the  house 
only  to  recognize  this  doctrine,  that  whilst 
the  unhappy  peasant  of  Ireland  was  op- 
pressed with  burdens  and  extreme  taxa- 
tion, the  great,  enormous,  and  lucrative  in- 
comes of  the  clergy,  were  not  to  pay  any 
proportion,  even  to  the  support  of  the 
poor  of  their  own  order  ?  1  he  livings  in 
«  Ireland  had  been  united  for  political  pur- 
poses; indeed,  their  object  appeared  to 
DC  rather  to  procure  situations  for  political 
p^rtizans,  in  place  of  provisions  for  reli- 

fious  pastors,  and  the  diminutions  of  the 
rotestants  in  that  country  was  principally 
to  be  attributed  to  that  system  of  policy. 
He  concluded  by  assuring  the  house,  that 
the  refusal  of  the  present  measure  would 
provoke  a  discussion,  which  would  perhaps 
be  not  the  most  serviceable  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Church  establishment  in  Ire- 
land. 

Sir  Jokn  Newport  replied  to  the  object- 
tions  of  those  who  opposed  his  motion. 
He  wished  to  know  upon  what  grounds 
the  house  could  refuse  a  measure,  which 
only  went  to  make  a  fund,  fixed  by  par- 
liamentary enactment,  for  the  purpose  of 
building  glebe-houses  in  Ireland,  av^iable 
to  the  import  of  the  sta^te  of  queen  Anne, 


and  to  the  object  of  the  parliament,  by 
which  that  law  was  passed  ?  The  objec- 
tions of  that  night  were  agahsst  the  de- 
tail, and  must  have  been  created  only  for 
the  purpose  of  making  obje^ions,  as  in 
his  statement  he  had  given  no  reason  for 
such  apprehensions.  The  learned  doctor 
(Duigenan)  had  asserted  that  the  present 
bill  would  severely  affect  small  livings,  al- 
though it  had  been  previously  stated,  that ' 
it  was  not  intended  to  include  such  bene- 
fices within  its  influence  and  operation. 
The  same  authority  next  proceeded  to  as- 
sert, that  although  the  power  of  ordering 
the  valuation  of  the  Church  property,  and 
raising  the  fund  of  First  Fruits,  had  been 
originally  with  the  crown,  yet  it  had  been 
subsequently  given  up^  and  that  no  such 
valuation  had  taken  place  since  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  8th.  But  it  was  surprising 
to  find  that  ri^ht  hon.  and  learned  doctor 
so  grossly  misinformed  on  a  subject  on 
which,  at  least,  he  ought  t6  be  accurate. 
If  he  would  revert  to  the  history  of  those 
times,  he  would  find  thai  a  valuation  took 
place  in  the  reign  of  the  first  Junes ;  and 
that  Montgomery,  a  patriotic  and  liberal 
divine,  then  bishop  of  Meath,  had  exerted 
himself  to  procure  the  proceeds  of  certain* 
forfeited  property  in  the  province  of  Ul- 
ster, not  for  his  own  private  emolument, 
but  to  augment  the  comforts,  and  to  in- 
crease the  happiness  and  respectability  of 
the  poorer  clergy  of  his  own  see.  If  he 
extended  his  inauiries  to  more  modern 
times,  the  learned  doctor  would  find,  that 
the  9th  of  Queen  Anne  was  recognised 
and  confirmed  by  a  legislative  provision 
in  the  reign  of  George  I.  Tlie  house,  be- 
fore it  rejected  the  present  motion,  ought 
to  reflect,  thSit  it  went  merely  to  compel 
the' application  of  funds  only  to  the  pur- 
poses for  which  such  funds  were  originallv 
intended.  The  right  hon.  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  was  much  alarmed  at 
calling  upon  the  clergy,  by  a  small  ap- 
propriation of  their  immense  revenue,  to 
support  the  respectability  of  their  own 
brethren,  but  he  had  no  comphnction  for 
the  sufferings  of  the  biirdened  people  of 
Ireland,  when  he  called  upon  them  to  pay 
iO,000/.  for  that  very  purpose.  This  very 
session  such  a  grant  had  beeri  made,  and 
such  an  impost  levied  on  the  people.  Was 
it  not  naturally  to  be  expected,  that  the 
people,already  groaning  under  the  immense 
weight  of  taxation,  would'  reason  thus : 
'  Before  you,  the  house  of  commons,  have 
a  right  to  tax  upon  us  an  impost  of  50fiOOL 
for  the  purpoae  of  erecting  glebe  houies, 
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and  of  supporting  the  poorer  clergy,  does 
it  not  at  least  become  your  duty  to  inquire 
if  any,  and  what  funds  exist  by  law,  which 
without  any  addition  to  our  enormous  bur- 
dens, can  be  made  available  to  that  pur- 
pose ?  We  know,  that  by  the  bounty  of 
the  crown  such  a  fund  does  exist  for  that 
application,  and  surely  there  is  neither 
justice,  nor  policy,  nor  reason,  in  calling 
upon  as  for  further  sacrifices,  whilst,  by 
the  law  of  the  land  and  the  bounty  of  the 
crrown,  there  exists  at  this  moment  a  fixed 
and  settled  fund  for  that  necessary  and 
desirable  purpose/  It  had  been  asked, 
why  confine  this  proposed  bill  to  Ireland, 
ana  not  extend  it  to  this  country  ?  There 
were  these  two  plain  reasons  for  that  limi- 
tation ;  first,  that  in  this  country  there 
was  no  necessity  for  a  new  valuation  of  the 
livings,  because  the  fund  of  FirstTruits  was 
competent  to  its  object ;  and  next,  that 
there  was  no  application  upon  the  people 
of  this  country,  as  there  was  made  upon 
the  people  of  Ireland,  to  furnish  such  a 
sum  as  50,000/.  for  that  purpose. 

The  house  then  divided  on  the  motion 
for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  when  the 
numbers  were  :  Ayes  50 ;  Noes  67  ;  Ma- 
jority against  the  motion  17. 

r£xPEDITION     TO     THE    DARDANELLES.] 

Colonel  Wood  rose  to  offer  to  the  house 
the  motion  on  the  subject  of  the  Log  Book 
of  the  Royal  George,  while  in  the  Dar- 
danelles, which  motion  he  had  deferred 
from  a  former  night.  The  house  had  al- 
ready on  its  table  the  Instructions  of  the 
Admiralty  to  lord  CoUingwood ;  and  also 
the  Instructions  of  lord  (follingwood  to  sir 
John  Duckworth,  directing  that  not  more 
than  half  an  hour  should  be  consumed  in 
negociating  with  the  Porte.  Sir  John 
Duckworth,  in  his  letter  of  the  6th  March, 
alledged  in  excuse  for  his  non-compliance 
with  these  orders,  the  contrary  state  of 
the  winds^  which  would  not  permit  him  to 
come  close  to  the  city  of  Constantinople. 
It  was  essential  to  a  just  investigation  of 
the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  Expedition, 
to  have  full  and  particular  evidence  on  all 
the  facts  bearing  upon  it,  and  with  this 
view  he  moved.  That  there  be  laid  before 
the  house,  a  copy  of  the  journal  or  log- 
book of  the  Royal  George,  capt.  Dunn 
(sir  J.  Duckworth's  flag-ship),  from  the 
19th  Feb.  the  day  she  entered  the  Dar- 
danelles, to  the  22d  Feb.  both  inclusive. 

Admiral  Hervey  had  communicated  the 
substance  of  this  motion  to  sir  John  Duck- 
worth, who  with  the  manliness  that  always 
distingoiahes  him,  wasonly  anxious  that  ^e 


fullest  li^ht  should  be  thrown  on  his  con^ 
duct  in  Uie  case  in  question,  as  in  every 
other  instance.  He  thought  it  due,  how- 
ever, to  so  meritorious  an  officer,  to  state 
particularly  the  nature  of  any  charges 
that  it  might  be  in  the  hon.  mover's  con- 
templation to  bring  forward  against  him, 
in  order  that  his  friends  might  be  properly 
prepared  to  meet  them. 

Colonel  Wood,  At  the  time,  sir,  when 
I  gave  notice  of  my  intention  t9  move  to 
be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  house,  an  ex- 
tract of  the  journal  of  one  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ships,  whilst  employed  •  upon  the 
Expedition  against  Constantinople,  during 
the  very  short  period  of  four  days,  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  foresee,  that  therft 
could  be,  from  any  quarter,  the  smallest 
objection  for  the  production  of  this  paper, 
but  more  particularly  from  the  quarter 
fron)  whence  the  objection  has  since  come. 
We  were  called  upon  to  consider  and  to 
determine  upon  the  failure  of  one  of  th& 
most  important  Expeditions  that  ever  sail- 
ed from  England,  and  in  comparison  with 
the  success  of  which,  the  loss  of  every 
ship  of  the  squadron  would  have  beep  a 
trifiing  and  inconsiderable  national  cala- 
mity. Upon  the  success  of  this  expedi- 
tion hung  suspended  the  fate  of  not  only 
Russia,  but  of  England,  and  of  the  whoU 
•  civilized  world.  Immediately  after  the 
passing  of  the  Dardanelles,  had  our  fleet 
carried  the  intelligence  of  this  exploit,  as 
well  as  of  the  destruction  of  the  Turkish 
fleet,  to  Constantinople,  within  12  hours 
after  it  l^ad  happened,  (which,  firom  every 
information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  I 
am  of  opinion,  might  easily  have  been 
done),  the  confusion  and  consternation 
would  have  been  so  great,  that  I  am  satis- 
fied the  English  admiral  might  have  pre- 
scribed any  terms  he  pleased.  The  deli- 
vering up  of  Sebastian],  the  occupation  of 
the  forts  of  the  Dardanelles,  and  the  re- 
newal of  the  ancient  alliance  betwixt 
England  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  I  am  sa- 
tisfied, would  not  only  have  been  the  im- 
mediate consequence,  but  the  Russians  and 
Turks  would  once  more  have  been  friends, 
and  general  Michelson,  with  60,000 
Russians,  have  been  set  at  liberty,  and 
have  been  enabled  to  have  taken  part  in 
the  battles  of  Friedland  and  Eylau,  which 
decided  the  fate  of  Europe.  This  coun- 
try, in  place  of  being,  as  at  present,  shut 
out  from  every  port  of  the  Turkish  em- 
pire, would  have  had  the  aid  and  inter* 
course  of  upwards  of  30  millions  of  people^ 
which  would,  in  some  measure^  have  corn- 
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pensated  for  odier  difficnltiea. — ^Thb  is 
my  Tiew  of  the  tobject,  and  that  it  is 
toUlly  impossible  for  the  hoose  to  (6no 
aoy  opinioD,  how  hr  the  failure  of  this 
great  and  most  important  expedition  had 
been  owing  to  the  defect  of  the  plan«  to 
that  of  the  instructions,  to  the  inadequacy 
of  the  force,  or  to  the  unfortunate  state  of 
the  winds  and  weather,  unless  the  neces- 
sary docuiii«[its  are  laid  before  us.  We 
hare  seen  the  correspondence  betwixt  the 
English  ambassador  and  secretary  of  state, 
explaining  the  complete  ascendancy  of 
the  French  at  Constantinople,  and  suggest- 
ing by  what  means  this  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstance was  to  be  surmounted.  We 
bate  also  seen  the  Instructions  for  the 
lotds  commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to 
lord  Collingwood ;  lord  CoUingwood's 
orders  to  sir  J.  Duckworth, — as  ako  sir  J. 
Duckworth's  letter  to  lord  Collingwood, 
after  the'  total  faiihire  of  the  expedition, 
assigning  as  the  cavse — *  the  unnurtunate 
state  of  the  winds,  and  currents,^  which 
from  the  day  of  his  entrance  into  the 
Dardanelles,  until  that  of  his  leaving  it,  he 
states  to  have  been  such,  as  to  prevent  his 
being  able  to  obey  lord  Collingwood's  or- 
ders. Under  such  circumstances,  sir,  I 
would  ask  the  hon.  admiral  who  has  stated 
tiiat  sufficient  ^unds  have  not  been  laid 
for  the  production  of  the  papers  asked  for, 
how  the  members  of  this  nouse  can  possi* 
My  discharge  their  duty,  without  enquir- 
ing into  the  state  of  tbd  winds  and  weathm* 
dwring  the  time  that  sir  J.  Duckwoi^  waa 
in  the  Dardanelles,  or  whether  this  can  be 
aeen  in  any  mamser  more  fkir  or  more 
equitable  than  the  captain's  log  of  the  ad- 
miral's own  ship.  I  nave  not  the  smallest 
objection  to  our  having  copiea  of  the  other 
ship's  logs,  excepting  a  wish  not  to  give 
any  urniecessary  tronbk,  and  upon  that 
account  I  ha?e  only  asked  for  a  copy  of 
^e  captain's  journal  of  the  admiral's  own 
ship,  and  only  during  four  da^rs,  in  place 
of  the  eleven  days,  during  which  time  sir 
J.  Duckworth  was  wi^rn  the  Daurdanelles. 
— ^If  the  hon.  admiral  will  h»ve  the  good- 
ness to  suggest  any  more  unexceptionable 
mode  of  ascertaining  the  state  of  the 
winds,  and  transutttions  on  board  of  our 
fleet,  I  will  gladly  adopt  it.  I  cannol 
avoid  remarking  upon  the  rather  uncandid 
manner  of  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  admiral,  to  whmn,  previous  to  my 
moving  for  the  production  of  the  papers, 
I  had  not  only  shown  a  copy  of  the  paper 
nfhich  I  meaitt  to  ask  to  be  latd'upon  the 
tkbk  of  the  heussy  bnt  undMstood  from 


him,  that  there  could  not  be  the  amaUesfr 
possible  ob|ection  to  its  production.  I 
likewise  showed  it  to  two  other  admirals^ 
and  they  did  not  see  tbe  least  ob^tion  ta 
its  being  produced.  Afker  this,  had  a|iy 
circumstanees  happened  to  induce  the  hon. 
member  to  alter  his  opinioB,  I  think  com- 
mon candour  ought,  at  least,  to  have  in-, 
duced  the  boo.  member  to  have  made 
some  communication  to  me,  and  not  to 
have  lefi;  me  to  suppose  no  opposition  was 
intended,  when,  on  the  contrary,  the  hon. 
admiral  came  down  dressed  to  make  a  set 
speech  upon  the  occasion,  and  to  oppose 
the  production  of  the  paper,  to  which  he 
had  given  me  reason  to  suppose  he  felt  no 
objection  whatever. — ^I  have  already  stated 
to  the  house,  that  having  in  my  possessioii 
an  accurate  copy  of  captain  Dunn's  jourw 
nal  during  the  lour  days,  which  I  now 
asked  may  be  placed  upon  the  table  of  tho 
House,  it  IS  to  myself  very  immaterial^  in 
what  manner  the  house  may  be  pleased  to 
dispose  of  the  motion.  Although  i^  htru 
no  doubt  but  that  the  house  will  give  mn 
credit  for  what  I  assert,  ^et  still  for  the  re- 
gularity of  our  proceeding,  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  the 
copy  of  the  Journal  upon  your  table.  The 
notice  of  motion  has  now  stood  in  your 
order  book  during  several  weeks,  and 
therefore  the  hon.  admiral  widihis  fncnds» 
have  had  ample  notice.  I  have  further 
done  much  more  than  was  either  incum-* 
bent  on  me,  or  could  have  been  expected. 

Admiral  Henty  in  explaaation,  es* 
pressed  the  greatest  readiness  to  give  &ci« 
lity  to  dtt  examination  of  the  charse  pre* 
fonred,  which  was  in  substanee,  that  he  had 
net,  under  all  ^  circumstances,  made  ^e 
sort  of  attack  he  ought  to  have  made. 
He  bad  no  ^ubt  that  the  gallant  admiral 
wmid  be  fotund  to  have  done  his  du^  to 
the  iitnsost,  en  that,  as  on  every  other  oc- 
casion* 

Mr.  Yarke  expressed  great  unwilling* 
ness  to  have  these  papers  laid  before  the 
boose.  Thottgh  he  did  not  doubt  that 
those  who  proposed  such  investigations, 
were  aetoatod  alwa3r8  by  patriotic  motives, 
he  did  not  think  it  right  to  institute  in- 
quiries into  tho  oonduct  of  navai  and  miU« 
tary  commanders  in  that  house  in  the  first 
instance.  If  there  was  ground  fotr  a  cha^pe 
of  neglect  of  duty  in  any  case,  the  proper 
course  was  to  represent  the  matter  to  titt 
admiralty ;  and  if  the  charge  appeared 
founded,  it  wouki  be  Inroaght  to  trial  bo» 
fore  the  proper  tvibonal,  a  court  niartiaL 
He  eaqnmed  a  b^k  respoct  for  sir  Jefaa 
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j^ickwottlf ft  character,  #i^ut  h&yifig 
tile  iHMHmr  to  know  him,  and  declared  his 
idteiktioii  to  take  the  sense  of  the  honst  oa 
the  motion,  if  it  should  be  persisted  in. — 
ilfter  some  farther  conversation  col.  Wood 
^tgreed  to  withdraw  the  motioil. 

[Mb.  Pauibr's  Claim.]  Mr.  Wharton 
liroaght  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  Claim  of  Mr. 
Palmer.  It  was  re«l  a  first  time.  On  the 
teotion  for  the  second  reading, 

Af  r.  Bankn  rose.  He  said  he  should  ill 
discharge  his  duty,  as  one  of  the  guardians 
of  the  public  purse,  if  he  did  not  decliire 
that,  in  his  judgment,  the  present  was  one 
^the  most  ejctraordinar]r  and  unjust  grants 
4ftf  the  public  money  he  had  ever  witnessed. 
fle  was  convinced  the  house  had  been 
Bnrpri&ed  into  the  vote  they  had  given. 
There  were  many  opportunities,  hoWever, 
stilt  remainitf  g  for  a  reconsideratioit  of  the 
questioii,  which  he  hoped  would  not  be 
omitted.  He  thought  the  preseAt  oeca- 
tion  would  colrnnce  his  right  hoft.  friend 
opposite  (the  Chancellor  of  Uie  Ejkchequer) 
of  the.  iinpropriety,  as  his  majesty's  con- 
currence was  required  where  grants  of 
public  money  were  applied  for,  of  lend- 
ing that  concurrence  in  cases  where  he 
^as  convinced  that  no  claim  ought  to  be 
sustained.  He  was  by  no  means  convinced, 
that  any  bargain  hitd  ever  been  entered 
into;  and  on  this  head,  he  thought  the 
house  was  eqttallv  bound  to  take  iM  word 
^  Mr.  Pitt  as  of  Mr.  Palmer.  But,  sup- 
posing Uiere  had  been  such  a  bargain,  ahd 
It  was  proved  that  Mr.  Palmer  £id  been 
guilty  of  the  charges  laid  against  him,  and, 
on  account  of  which,  his  situation  had 
been  forfeited,  he  asked,  if  it  was  possible 
to  tbatntatin  that  his  misconduct  had  not 
^^ested  him  of  the  emolument  as  weH  as 
of  the  office?  Though  he  did  consider 
Mr.  Palmer  as  having  been  a  useful  ser- 
vant to  the  public,  yet  he  was  of  opiftion 
ht  was  alreslay  sufficiently  recompensed, 
and  he  should  therefore  resist  the  present 
cmjustifiable  and  extravagant  demand. 

Mr.  Windhtm.  It  seems  desirable  that 
previous  to  any  remark  on  the  subject  bc- 
Ibre  us,  notice  should  be  taken  of  an  opi- 
nion which,  however  foreign  from  the 
meriis  of  tlie  question,  may  have  consi- 
derable ^lare  in  influencing  the  decision 
of  it :  namely,  that  this  is  a  question  on 
which  those  who  vote  on  one  side  or  the 
bther  may  be  considered  as  voting  on  prin- 
litples  or  party.  On  what  grounds  this 
Idea  shotild  be  taiken  up,  or  how  the  roinrs- 
tiftrs  shc^vfld  be  fekid  of  countenancing  it. 
Vol.  XI. 


I  am  at  a  Ion  to  discover.    In  respect  to' 
the  fact,  ahd  So  far  as  regards  myself,  I 
decldre  I  cAme  into  the  house  the  other 
day  not  knowing  that  any  question  upon 
this  subject  was  to  be  brought  on,  and 
equally  ignorant  of  the  part,  which  any  of 
those  with  whom  I  usually  act,  were  likely 
to  take.    This  may,  sorely,  be  received  as 
reasonable  evidence,  that  the  support  given 
to  Mr.  Palmer  by  ahy  gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  the  house  has  not  been  the  effect 
of  concert,  or  of  an  opinion  that  they  were 
required  on  this  occasion  to  act  in  a  body. 
For  the  vie#s  and  motives  of  those  who 
wish  to  convey  this  impression,  though  it 
is  easy  to  understand,  how  the  reduction 
of  the  Question  to  a  question  of  party  may 
contribute  t6  the  decision,  which  they  are 
desirous  of  producing,  it  is  ndt  equally 
easy  to  believe  that  they  should  be  willing 
to  purchase  this  advantage  at  the  price  of 
representing  a  question  on  which  the  mi- 
nister was  beat,  as  one  that  had  been 
decided  on  party  principles.     Had  we  at- 
tempted to  set  up  such  a  conclusion,  they 
#ould  have  ridiculed  us,  and  justly,  as  lay- 
ing claim  to  a  triumph,  to  which  we  could 
have  no  pretence.     I  leave  them  to  chuse 
between  a  confession  of  the  weakness  of 
their  influence,  and  an  admission  that  the 
merits  of  Mr.  Palmer's  case  are  so  strong, 
that  with  all  their  influence,  they  are  un- 
able to  resist  them. — Another  topic  not 
Jess  extraordinary,  is  that  which  has  been 
broached  by  an  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Banks) 
of  the  want  of  proper  notice,  and  of  the 
house  ^having  been  taken  by  surprize.     I 
know  not  what   is  to  be  deemed  a  no- 
tice, if  ati  intention  distinctly  announced 
And  formally  entered,  and  resting  in  the 
Order  Book  during  a  period,  I  believe,  of 
Seteh  weeks,  is  not  to  be  taken  as  such. — 
Both  of  these,  it  is  plain,  are  points,  which, 
though  calculated  to  have   an  influence 
upon  the  decision,  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  merits  of  the  case.    The  last  of  then! 
also,  viz.  that  of  the  want  of  notice,  is 
new:    but,  excepting  that,  nothing  has 
been  urged  in  the  present  debate,  that 
was  not  fully  under  the  consideration  of 
the  house  at  the  thne  when  the  question 
was  before  discussed,  and  when  the  opi- 
nion of  the  house  upon  it  was  formally 
taken. — ^For  the  sake  of  such  gentlemen 
as  were  not  then  present,  it  may  be  proper 
to  observe,  that  tne  question  was  discussed 
upon  two  distinct  grounds :  first  t^ose  of 
a  bargain  independent  of  \U  merits,  and 
secondly,  those  of  the  merits  independent 
of  any  bargain.     It  is  to  be  remarked. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


291] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Mat  1(5,  1808.— itfr.  Payner's  CUdm. 


P» 


that  a  decision  in  the  affirmative  on  either 
of  these   grounds  will  carry  the  question 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Palmer ;    and  that  the 
union  of  the  two,  which  is  in  fact  the  case, 
is  by  no  means  necessary  to  establish  his 
Claim,  though  it  cannot  fail  to  give  to  it 
redoubled  force,  and  to  leave  the  rejection 
of  it,  could  such  a  decision  be  conceived 
to  be  adopted,  more  entirely  without  ex- 
cuse.    The  existence  ^of  a  bargain  is  not 
denied,  and  of  a  bargain  so  constructed, 
as  to  make  it  impossible  that  the  public 
should  sufier  by  it.     It  may  be  added,  so 
constructed  likewise,  as  to  make  it  nearly 
impossible  to  conceive  how  it  should  be 
capable  of  being  forfeited.      A  bargain 
by  which  a  person  is  paid  only  in  jiropor- 
tion  to  the  service  he  does,  though  it  may 
originally  have  been  an  improvident  one, 
as  giving  him  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
benefit  to  be  received,  than  with  proper 
precautions  he  might  have  been  willing  to 
accept,  is  a  species  of  bargain .  by  which, 
when  once  made,  the  public  can  never  be 
a  loser,  and  which  one  does  not' well  under- 
stand how  the  individual  contracting  it 
can  ever  forfeit.     It  is  not  contended. in- 
deed directly,  that  the  bargain  in  this  part 
of  it  has  been  forfeited.      But  it  is  said, 
'  We  cannot  distinguish  how  much  of  what 
'  was  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Palmer  was  given 
'  on  the  footing  of  compensation  and  how 
'^much  for  future  service.     When  he  had 

*  forfeited,  therefore,  as.  it  is  agreed  he  did, 

*  what  was  intended  as  engagement  for 
'  future  service,  we  deem  upon  a  rough. 

*  calculation,  that  what  remained  to  him, 
'  was  worth  no  more  than  what  we  now 
'  offer.'  It  might  be  sufficient  to  say,  that 
the  calculation  here  referred  to,  was  a  most 
unjust  one  ;  and  that  admitting  the  line  of 
distinction,  between  what  was  given  as  a 
reward  and  what  was  intended  as  wages, 
to  be  ever  so  difficult  to  be  traced,  it  could 
never  be  conceived,  that  what  was  left  for 
reward  after  deducting  all  that  could  be 
coastrued  as  payable  for  future  service, 
was  no  more  than  is  now  pretended.  But 
this  difficulty  is  a  mere  pretence.  No- 
thing, one  should  think,  could  be  more 
apparent  to  any  one  who  did  not  chuse  to 
be  blind,  than  that  the  part  assigned  as 
reward  and  remuneration  was  the  per-cen- 
tage,  and  the  part  intended  as  payment 
.for  future  services,  the  salary.  The  only 
doubt  could  be,  whether  the  principle  of 
reward  for  the  past  did  not  extend  even  to 
the  salary,  just  as  it  happens  in  a  thousand 
instances,  that  an  appointment  to  an  of- 
fice is  the  reward  pf  services  already  per- 


formed :  but  it  is  a  strange  perversion  ia- 
deed,  to  suppose,  that  when,  in  exchange 
for  a  plan  communicated  to  the  public  by 
an  individual,  and  brought  forward  by  him 
in  the  first  instance  at  his  own  risk  andgex- 
pence,  an  .  agreement  is   made  granting 
him  as  a  reward  for,  or  as  the  price  of,  bis 
invention,  a. proportionate  part  of  the  clear 
advantage,  which  it  should  produce  to  the 
public,  the  subsequent  appointment  to  an 
office   should  change  the  nature  of  the 
bai'gain  so  made .  and  completed,  and  si- 
lently superinduce  a  condition,  by  which 
his.  bargain  should  be  forfeited  in  conse- 
quence of  any  misconduct  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  forfeiting  the  office. 
The  very  circumstance  tliat  part  of  the 
per-centage  was  given  up  when  this  ap- 
pointment took  place,  and  given  up  in  con- 
sequence of  that  appointment,   is  proof 
conclusive,  even  could  any  doubt  be  enter- 
tained, that  what  was  not  so  ^iven  up,  con- 
tinued precisely  on  the  fooUng  on  which 
it  had  previously  stood. — What  miserable 
quibbling,  therefore,  would  that  be  ;  even 
if,  after  all,  the  inference  could  be  made 
good ;  which  by  a  strict  construction  of 
particular  phrases,  and  by  the  aid  of  rules 
of  interpreUtion  not  professing  to  give 
always  the  true  sense  of  the  instrument, 
though  useful  possibly  to  be  observed  upon 
the  whole,  would  establish  a  conclusion, 
obviously  repugnant  to  the  intentions  of 
the  parties,  and  to  the  real  and  substantial 
equity  of  the  case  ?  Is  it  thus  that  the  le- 
gislature of  a  great  country  would  wish  to 
deal  with  an  individual,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  the  countiy  was  enjoying  to 
the  full  extent  the  benefit  of  his  invention, 
and  with  no  intention  to  give  back  any 
portion  of  it,  though  they  were  denying 
to  him  the  proportionate  advantage  which 
they  had  before  agreed  to,  and  which  they 
would  be  willing  to  repeat,  were  his  inven- 
tion still  to  be  purchased  and  could  be 
obtained  upon  no  other  terms  ? — I  will  not 
go  again  into  the  examination  of  the  let- 
ters to  Bonnor,  which,  one  might  be  sure, 
would  be  again  brought  up  ;  nor  consider 
how  far  those  letters,  culpable  and  inde- 
fensible as  they  were,  might  admit  of  some 
excuse.     It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  they 
are  nothing  to  the  present  purpose :  that 
though  they  are  sufficient,  and  more  than 
sufficient,  to  set  aside  the  appointment,  tQ 
justify  and  to  demand  the  revocation  of 
the  salary  and  of  the  office,  they  did  not 
touch  the  allowance  which  had  been  given 
in  the  form  of  a  per-centage,  and  as  the 
price  of  the  Plan  that  bad  been  commttr 
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nicated.     This  price  is  what  Mr.  Palmer 
claims,  and  this  is  what  he  has  still,  as  he 
had  fbrmeily,  a  full  right  to. — ^The  censure 
passed  by  the  hon.  gent,  near  me  (Mr. 
Bankes)  on  the  conduct  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  does  not  require  to  be 
adverted  to  as  affecting  the  merits  of  the 
case,  which  it  can  in  no  degree  vary  :    as 
a  matter  of  general  doctrine,  I  can  by  no 
means  bring  myself  to  assent  to  it,  seeing 
that  the  direct  effect  must  be  to  place  in 
the  arbitrium  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, what  ought  to  be  submitted  to 
the  judgment  of  the  house.     The  cases  in 
my  opinion  can  be  but  very  few,  in  which 
a  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ought  to 
exert  the  delicate  and  dangerous  privilege, 
even  though  he  may  be  possessed  of  it,  of 
withholding  from  the  house  the  power  of 
exercising  its  own  judgment. — ^The  plea  of 
lapse  of  time,  urged  also  by  the  hon. 
gent,  near  me,  is  of  another  sort.    Though 
it  does  not,  in  one  sense,  affect  the  merits 
of  the  case,   that  is  to  say,  the  justice 
of  the  Claim,  it  makes  part  of  the  question 
which  the  house  is  called  upon  to  consider. 
1  shall  only  say,  that  however  good  the 
objection  may  be  on  the  part  of  many  in- 
dividual members,  of  the  hon.   gent,  for 
example  or  of  myself,  it  carmot  well  be 
adopted  by  a  house,  which  in  the  instance 
of  the  duke  of  Athol,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  general  merits  of  that  case,  did  not 
scruple  to  revise  a  transaction  which  had 
passed  40  years  before,  and  which  bad 
been  sanctioned,  not  by  an  order  of  the 
lords  of  the  treasury,  but  by  a  solemn  act 
of  the  three  branches  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Fuller  strongly  supported  the  Re- 
solotion,  and  compared  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Pahner's  Deputy,  who  had  revealed  his 
CQofidential  correspondence,  to  that  of 
Judas  Iscariot,  who  sold  his  master. 

Mr.  Rose  was  of  opinion,  that  this  was 
the  most  exceptionable  demand  he  ever 
knew.  If  the  house  agreed  to  the  Report, 
they  would  reward  a  public  officer  for 
g*^  and  manifold  misconduct.  In  the 
year  1799,  the  question  had  been  decided 
against  Mr.  Pjiliner,  by  a  majority  of  112 
to  28 ;  but  now,  without  any  additionj^l  evi- 
dence on  the  subject,  the  house  were  called 
npon  to  do  that,  which  would  shake  their 
honour  and  character  more  than  any  thing 
within  his  recollection. 

Mr.  Stwn^  Wortley  said,  that  major  Pal- 
mer'spowers  of  persuasion  had,  on  a  former 
evenbg,  made  him  a  proselyte^  but  that, 
on  a  better  understanding  of  the  case,  he 
now  came  prepared  to  make  his  retrac- 


tion. The  situation  which  Mr.  Palmer 
held  was  granted  to  him  not  only  "for  ser- 
vices done,  but  to  encourage  him  in  fu- 
ture. If  he  was  now  entitled  to  the  2|  per 
cent,  he  was  therefore  entitled  to  the  1500/. 
a-year  also,  and  to  the  place  itself.  Having 
Accepted  of  that  place,  he  could  not  have 
^o  other  document  of  his  agreement  but 
it,  and^by  it  he  must  be  bound.  He  there- 
fore  opposed  the  Resolution. 

Mr.  Lofig  complained  that  very  few 
questions  had  beea  put  to  him  by  the 
Committee,  though  it  was  in  his  power  to 
throw  considerable  light  upon  the  subject ; 
and  contended  that  the  per-centage  on  the 
Revenue  of  the  Post  Office  was  granted 
to  Mr.  Palmer  only  during  his  continu-  • 
ance  in  office. 

Sir  Tho,  Turton — After  the  very  ample 
hivestigation  which  this  subject  underwent 
upon  a  former  evening,  and  the  decided 
sentiment  which  the  house  by  a  very  large 
majority  then  expressed  upon  its  merits,  I 
little  expected  to  find  the  discussion  re- 
vived upon  the  present  occasion  with  an 
increase  of  acrimony,  yet  without  any  ad- 
dition of  argument.  —  I  can  assure  the 
House  that  unlike  the  hon.  member  behind 
me  (Mr.  Stuart  Wortley)  I  rise  not  to  avow 
myself  a  proselyte  to  any  argument  I  have 
heard  cither  within  or  without  doors,  or  to 
express  my  repentance  forliaving  given  a 
vote  on  a  preceding  night,  in  favour  of  the 
just  claims  of  a  meritorious  individual, 
which  the  house  in  its  justice,  and  to  its 
eternal  honour,  has  recognized. — Sir,  I 
was  much  surprised  to  hear  the  hon. 
gentleman  state,.that  Mr.  Palmer's  powers 
of  persuasion  had  made  him  a  proselyte, 
but  that  on  a  better  understanding  of 
the  case,  he  came  prepared  to  make  his 
retraction. — Sir,  I  shrewdly  ^suspect  that 
the  authors  of  the  hon.  gent.'s  proselytism 
are  not  far  off,  and  that  their  arguments," 
too  often  irresistibly  persuasive,  have  made 
him  a  proselyte  from  the  truth  and  justice 
of  the  case ;  but  I  care  little  by  what 
cause  this  effect  has  been  produced;  sure  I 
am,  it  will  not  be  general  amongst  those 
who  come  to  discharge  their  doty  without 
respect  of  persons,  and  of  such  I  am  sa- 
tisfied the  majority  on  a  former  pightwere 
composed.  Sir,  1  must  confess  I  did  not 
expect  to  hear  myseU,  in  common  with 
two  thirds  of  the  house,  stigmatized  with 
gross  ignorance  and  mistake  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  public  duty,  and  formally 
put  upon  my  defence,  for  a  vote  which  I 
had  given  conscientiously  and  according 
to  the  best  dictates  of  my  judgment.  The 
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hon.  gf  nt,  (Mr.  Bankqs)  lyho  hsi^  chosen  to 
make  this  unexpected  and  extraordinary 
attack  upon  either  the  understanding  or 
the  integrity  of  137  members,  noit  being 
able  to  satisfy  the  house  by  argument  of 
the  justice  of  opposing  this  Claim,  turns 
round  upon  thp  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee who  made  the  Report,  and  is  deter- 
mined to  wreak  his  vengeance,  and  ex- 
haust his  ill  temper,  on  them  and  their 
labours^    Sir,  I  had  the  misfortune  (in  his 
opinion,  but  the  honour,  in  my  own)  to 
be  a  member  of  that  Committee,  and  I 
will  venture  to  advance  in  extenuation  of 
its  alledged  ofi&nces,  that  it  was  a  com- 
mittee unusually  numerous  and  well  at- 
tended ;    composed  of  gentlemen  in  all 
habits  of  life,  and  professing  different  po- 
litical principles ;  that  many  among  them, 
until  this  unlucky  slnr  npon  their  discre- 
tion and  probity,  were  not  suspected  to  be 
deficient  in  common  sense ;  and  I  may  at 
kast  be  allowed  to  say,  without  presump* 
tion,  that  they  were  punctual  and  indefatig- 
able in  their  attendance ;  that  they  omit- 
ted no  care  or  pains  by  which  the  truth 
could  be  ascertained  ;  and  that  after  every 
practicable  devotion  of  their  time,  and 
sacrifice  of  their  attention,  they  agreed 
npon  a  report  perfectly  satis&ctory  to  their 
Qwn  conscienies,  and  which  they  were 
really  vain  enough  to  hope  would  have 
proved  equally  satisfactory  to  the  house, 
and  even  to  the  fastidiousness  of  the  hon. 
gent.    Sir,  the  members  of  that  Commit- 
tee would  indeed  have  came  fpr  regret,  if 
the  hon.  gent,  in  tlpie  delivery  or  these 
Tery  libenn  sentiments,  could  be  consider- 
ed as  the  organ  of  the  house  ;  the  vote  of 
this  night,  like  th^  of  the  last,  will,  I 
trust,  prove  that  he  is  not  fo ;  that  it  is 
only  his  individual  <^inion,  which,  how- 
ever  respectable,  be  will  excuse  ns  if  we 
deem  not  in&llible.    With  respect  to  the 
form  or  diction  of  the  Baport,  so  severely 
commenteil  .on  by  the  ^n.  member,  I 
c^  only  say  it  is  ujpfoirtunate  t)iat  we  had 
i^t  the  aid  of  the  judgo^ent  and  literary 
Iglents  of  the  bon.  member  in  preparing  it, 
as  it  n^ight  then  have  be^n  mora  worthy 
the  pl^cf  for  which  it  was  destined.    I  can 
only  t^pe,  that  when  ^le  long  ea^)ected 
Import  ^nalt  9t  length  arrive  from  t^t  Com- 
mittee over  whose  labours  the  hon.  gentle- 
man himself  presides^,  we  shall  r^eive  a 
luminous  document  worthy  his  superior 
genius  and  acf;uracy,  which  may  serve  as 
a  beautiful  and  unerring  model  by  ^hich 
all  future  committees  may  be  enabled  to  re- 
form their  inaccuraci^^,  sind  c^commod^t^ 


their  conduct  to  hi^  code  of  propriety  of 
langua^  and  statement. — Sir,  we  are  vaeixt 
told,  with  infinite  gravity,  that  the  vote  id£ 
Thursday  night  ought  to  be  rescinded  be- 
cause the  bouse  was  taken  by  surpri^  c^MMt 
that  occasion ! — In  the  name  of  conunoo 
sense,  what  does  the  hon.  §^nt.  mesta  by 
surprize  ? — ^Was  not  the  day  appointed  by 
the  minister  himself  and  was  there  not  m 
notice  of  full  six  weeks  given  of  that  day  2 
I  never  recollect  any  measure  urged  upon 
the  house  with  less  appearance  of  precipita-r 
tion,  or  upon  which  every  member  has  been 
enabled  to  form  a  more  cool  and  deliberate 
judgment. — Indeed,  this  is  an  objection  so 
palpably  ridiculous,  that  I  can  only  suppose 
the  hon.  gent,  meant  by  it  to  give  us  sa 
agreeable  proof  of  his  fancy,  by  raisios 
an  argument  where  any  other  person  wonia 
have  despaired  to  find  one,— -Another  hon. 

fent.  (Mr.  Long)  has  insinuated  to  the 
ouse,  that  the  report  of  the  Coramitte« 
b  indeed  but  little  to  be  relied  upon,  be* 
cause  he  could  have  supplied  them  vrith 
a  vast  deal  of  intelligence  upon  the  subject 
of  their  enquiry,  which  they  either  dis- 
dained, or  neglected  to  apply  for,  when  he 
offered  himself  as  an  evidence  before  them* 
I  fear  it  b  the  misfortune  of  this  hon.  gent* 
to  possess  a  singularly  treacherous  memory* 
I  wish  before  he  had  committed  himsdf 
by  such  an  assertion,  he  had  looked  at  the 
printed  report  of  the  Committee,  which  is 
now  in  every  member's  hand ;  he  would 
there  have  seen,  that  when  his  evidence 
was  taken,  it  amounted  merely  to  two  or 
three  loose  remarks  of  no  importance; 
and  that  when  the  Committee  had  put 
every  question  they  conceived  to  be  of 
consequence,  the  hem.  gent,  was  expressly 
asked  "  whether  there  were  any  points 
^  remaining  upon  which  he  could  affinrd 
**  information,'^  that  he  as  expressly  an« 
swered  *<  he  had  no  further  intelligence 
'*  to  give."  Assuredly  here  is  convincing 
proof  that  the  hon.  gent's  memory  must 
either  have  failed  him  wonderfully  at  the 
time  his  evidence  was  taken,  or  that  it 
must  have  played  him  a  slippery  trick 
upqn  the  present  occasion ;  the  hon.  gent, 
has  nq  alternative  but  to  sacrifice  one  mhis 
contradictory  assertions  to  the  other,  and 
in  either  case  I  consider  his  misfortune  as 
very  much  to  be  deplored. — It  has  been 
suggested,  that  some  portion  of  the  Post 
•  Office  Revenue  has  arisen,  since  1793,  from 
cir^^mstances  independent  altogether  of 
Mr«  I^hper's  Plan;  and  it  seems  in  con- 
sequeiH^e  ^apprehended,  that  a  larger  re* 
n^m^^^^^^^  nay  be  granted  ^an  Mr.  P» 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


f07] 


PABL.  WBMW;  Mat  16,  ItOR^^Mr,  Peim^i  Oom. 


[2fiS 


is  fairly  eulUled  to.-r-|»  jrepjy  %o  thw  ob- 
jecti^D^  I  beg  to  iaforon  ih»  bpuse  that  tbe 
Commit^e  fi;lly  tpok  into  cot^d^ratioo 
the  atpouBt  of  epcretaa^d  reFeaue  whicb 
aroie  from  other  squtc^^  thdn  tboge  of  Mr. 
P/9  creation,  apd  that  they  made  every 
allowaoce  mi  deduction  on  that  accoimt 
belore  they  preseated  their  Bepbrt  A» 
to  ihfi  repealed  argument  io  respect  to  the 
aiviount,  if  the  Claim  is  established  in 
point  pf  jnatipei  I  mu3t  again  insist  that  its 
«nagnitii(k  oMxbtto  be  nft  argument  against 
its  entir«  fulnhnent;  it  is  an  argument 
which  increases  our  demerit,  whilst  it  adds 
to  the  amount  of  Mr.  Palmer's  Claim. — Sir> 
I  shall  detain  the  house  no  longer;  there  is 
•P  argument  to  reply  to,  only  mis«^ate- 
vients  to  coiTect ;  the  claim  of  this  gentle. 
man  is  indisputable ;  you  have  ahready  re- 
iM^nized  it ;  the  sense  of  the  house  has 
been  taken  on  it ;  to-night  I  am  well  as- 
sured it  will  be  again  expressed  with  simi- 
lar, or  encreaaed  eiiect — I  have  never 
given  a  BU>re  conscientious  vote  than  the 
one  I  gate  on  the  same  occasion.  I  shall 
repeat  it  to-night,  confident  that  the  inde- 
p^ulence  of  the  house  is*  with  me,  and 
the  sense  of  the  country  no  less  so. 

L^rd  Milton  was  surprised  at  the  incon- 
aisteficies  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
aid^;  ipr  instep  of  i^guipg  on  the  bar- 
gain, which  they  all  admitted,  they  flew 
to  the  misconduct  of  Mr^  Palmer  while  in 
oflBce.  The  impropriety  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
eonduct  in  office  he  was  not  a  supporter  of, 
but  he  would  snbmit,  that  the  conduct  in 
office  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  original 
bargain,  and  ongbt  not  to  intei*fbre  with 
the  present  qaestion.  Why  did  they  not 
meet  it  when  it  was  before  the  house  for 
the  first  time,  and  put  a  stamp  on  it? 
That  wooU  have  shewn  the  public  Mr. 
palmer  had  no  claim  ;.  but  instead  of 
doing  so  they^ve  it  a  balf  assent,  a  half 
dissent,  and  at  last  threw  it  by  and  gqt  rid 
of  it,  by  moving  the  pfovious  questicm. 
There  fcad  been  a  vast  deal  of  obloquy 
thn>wn  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee ; 
he  saw  no  argument  adduced  to  warrant 
it.  He  believed  the  Committee  consisted 
of  as  honourable  and  as  good  men, 
witjiout  exception,  as  the  house  could 
produce.  He  could  not  pass  over  the  sub- 
ject without  saying,  that  the  Committee 
had  been  hardly  u^. 

Mr..  Sturges  Bcume  argued,  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  was  not  entitled 
to  much  credit,  because  the  evidence  upon 
which  that  opinion  waa  formed  was  not 
(iven;  and  tbat  the  qncition  having  been 


d^ided  by  a  former  house  of  commons^ 
sh9ii4d  be  coivsidered  as  having  been  set 
finally  at  rest. 

Sir  Fr<tnpu  '  Burdeu.-^^r,  I  have  ex- 
anUned  the  merits  of  this  case,  and  be^ 
stowed  the  greatest  attention  uoon  every 
argument  brought  forward,  both  tor  and 
against  Mr.  Pabner's  Claims :  and  ao  &r 
from  tb^ir  having  shatow,  they  have  con- 
firm^ the  opinion  that  I  before  enter- 
tained, of  the  justness  of  Mr.  Palmer'a 
demands.— 5ir,  wjien  I  obserre,  upon  the 
one  hand,  the  ^eatness  of  the  benefits, 
and  remark  upon  the  other,  the  smallnesa 
of  the  craved  reward,  I  really  am  asto^ 
nished  that  ministers  should  hesitate  for  a 
single  instant  to  comply  with  Claims 
founded  on  an  nndeniable  contract,  and 
supported  by  services,  which  have  ex-* 
ceeded  the  most  sanguine  hopes. — ^Bu^ 
sir,  I  must  at  the  same  time,  congratulate 
his  majesty's  ministers  on  the  acouisition 
of  a  virtue,  of  which  I  never  bemre  o^ 
served  in  them  the  least  trait.  And  I  shall 
be  extremely  happy  if  they  remain  under 
its  influence  on  future  occasions,  instead 
of  pensioning  worthless  objecta,  who  ha^e 
done  their  countiy  far  more  harm  than 
good.  I  scarcely  know  how  to  answer 
the  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  gentleoMti 
on  the  ojfmosite  side,  for  they  so  perpe- 
tually shiii  their  ground  and  change  their 
position,  that  it  is  ahnoat  impossiUe  to  as^ 
certain  where  they  intend  to  make  a  stand. 
First,  it  is  a  bargain,  tbsn  it  is  not  a  bar- 
gain ;  and  after  aU  they  seem  doubtful, 
whether  this  is  a  bargiiin,  or  a  remvnera-. 
tion.  Now,  I  think  it  immaterial  which  it 
i^  for  if  it  is  a  contract,  beyond  a  doubt  it 
should  be  performed ;  and  if  it  is  a  remu^ 
neration,  suiely  50  shillinga  cannot  be 
considered  too  mnch  to  give  a  man,  wh<» 
gives  you  100  pounds.  Here  the  public 
has,  aiid  is  receiving  profits  to  the  amount 
of  millions !  For  this  stupendous  engine  it 
at  this  moment  actually  in  motion,  and 
will  be  so  as  loi^  as  the  kingdom  shall 
exist ;  and  while  it  does,  it's  benefits  must 
increase.  For  the  numerous  and  incakuku* 
Ue  advantages  arising  from  this  pian,  I 
think  the  country  <ran  hardly  ever  make 
an  adequate  return  to  Mr.  Falmer ;  for 
the  fatigue,  anxiety,  disappointment,  and 
loss  of  nealth  he  has  suffered,  they  never 
can,  I  am  certain.^ — Sir»  I.  am  not  in  gene- 
ral very  ready  to  place  implicit  confidence 
in  the  Reports  of  Committees ;  but  when 
I  consider  the  impartial  and  able  gentle^ 
men  that  composed  it,  and  that  Mr.  Palmer 
could  have  no  influence  aver  them,  besides 
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that  which  the  injustice  he  has  been 
treated  with,  must  excite  in  every  honest 
man,  I  think  it  is  a  Report  which  is  en- 
titled to  every  kifid  of  confidence  and 
respect ;  and  ray  opinion  of  it's  fairness 
has  received  additional  strength  at  hearing 
from  an  hon.  baronet  (sir  Thos.  Turton,) 
that  all  fair  deductions  have  been  made  on 
account  of  that  proportion  of  the  increase 
of  the  Post  Office  Revenue  which  might 
be  attributed  to  causes  not  immediately 
belonging  to  Mr.  Palmer's  invention. — 
Sir,  the  hon.  gentlemen  have  talked  a 
great  deal  about  the  letters  written  by 
Mr.  Palmer,  but  I  cannot  conceive  that 
they  have  any  reference  to  the  question 
which  now  occupies  the  house  ;  if  there 
is  any  weight  in  them,  it  can  only  apply 
to  the  office  and  the  salary ;  to  the  claim 
to  centage  they  are  quite  foreign. — Sir, 
that  hon.  gent,  said,  that  this  question 
was  decided  in  1799;  but  I  really  believe 
he  must  mean  that  as  a  joke  ;  for  what 
decision  could  be  expected  by  an  unpro- 
tected individual  opposed  by  a  powerful 
minister,  or  what  choice  could  Mr.  Palmer 
make,  when  he  was  told,  <'  you  shall 
"  either  accept  my  terms  or  nothing." — 
And  yet,  this  was  the  decision  the  hon. 
gent,  alludes  to.  As  I  am  sure  there  is  no 
honest  man  in  the  country  who  would 
not  willingly  contribute  towards  the  dis- 
charge of  a  debt  like  this,  I  shall  vote  for 
it  whenever  it  shall  be  brought  forward. 

Mr.  Holjbrd  defended  Mr.  Pitt's  bar- 
gain, and  contended  that  if  that  great  man 
had  felt  it  to  be  improvident,  he  never 
would  have  shrunk  ft'om  acknowledging  it. 

Mr.  Marryat  contended,  that  the  agree- 
ment between  Mr.  Palmer  and  the  public 
had  been  cancelled  by  the  very  improper 
conduct  of  Mr.  Palmer  in  office.  It  was 
his  opinion,  that  the  Revenue  having  ma- 
terially suffered  by  Mr.  P.'s  dismissal,  was 
an  argument  against  him,  and  that  he  ought 
to  suner  by  the  loss.     ' 

Mr.  Sumner  dwelt  upon  the  imperfect 
evidence  of  the  report ;  and  moved  that 
the  debate  be  adjourned  till  to  morrow 
se'nnight,  with  a  view  to  refer  it  back  to 
the  committee,  with  an  instruction  to  the 
committee  to  take  further  evidence.  The 
house  divided  :  the  numbers  were. 

For  the  Adjournment 87 

Against  it 1 37 

Majority — 50 

A  long  conversation  then  took  place  on 
the  subject  of  the  course  which  it  would 
be  most  proper  for  the  house  to  adopt  after 
the  determination  of  this  night 


The  leaker  informed  the  house,  that  it 
appeared  to  him,  that  the  regular  mode  of 
proceeding  would  be  for  the  accounts  of 
the  Net  Proceeds  of  the  Post  Office  Re- 
venue up  to  the  present  period  to  be  laid 
before  the  house  ;  the  amount  of  money 
which  was  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Palmer,  as  a 
remuneration  for  the  time  past,  could  then 
be  ascertained  from  those  documents,  and 
voted  in  a  Committee  of  Supply.  The 
consideration  of  the  annual  sum  which  the 
house  might  think  fit  to  order  to  be  paid 
in  future,  must  also,  he  believed,  originate 
in  a  Committee  of  Supply.  When  a  Re- 
solution wa9  agreed  to  on  that  subject, 
a  bill  might  aften^i^ards  be  brought  into 
the  house  pointing  out  the  fund  front 
which  it  was  to  be  taken,  and  legalizing  a 
particular  course  of  distribution  or  appro- 
priation as  usual  in  similar  cases. — ^Tbe 
Accounts  were  then  ordered  to  be  laid 
before  the  house.  After  which  the  Re- 
port was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Palmer  pro* 
jKteed,  that  on  Friday  next  the  subject 
should  be  referred  to  a  Conunittee  of  Sup- 
ply. 


-HOUSE   OF    LORDS.. 

7\iesd4tjf,  May  17. 

Danish  Merchant  Ships  detained  isr 
British  Ports.]  The  order  of  the  day 
having  been  read. 

Lord  Sidnunah  said,  that  he  was  at  length 
enabled  to  submit  to  their  lordships'  con- 
sideration a  suUject  highly  important  to 
the  interests  of  many  individuals,  both  fo- 
reigners and  natives,  as  well  as  to  the  ho- 
nour and  reputation  of  the  country .< — ^But 
before  he  entered  upon  the  details  to 
which  it  would  be  necesaary  for  him  to 
call  the  attention  of  their  lordships,  he 
was  desirous  of  being  understood,  as  hav- 
ing no  intention  to  re-agitate  a  question, 
which  had  been  already  decided  ;  much 
less  to  aim  at  rescinding  a  judgment, 
which  had  been  solemnly  pronounced: 
for  that  in  fact,  between  the  merits  of  the 
subject  to  which  he  particularly  referred, 
namely,  the  Attack  on  Copenhagen,  and 
of  that  then  before  the  house,  there  was 
no  necessary  connection  ;  and  all  he  had 
to  ask,  (and  he  assured  their  lordships  that 
what  he  asked  of  them  should  be  observed 
on  his  part,)  was  that  the  opinions  enter- 
tained on  this  point,  might  be  kept  in  their 
proper  place,  and  not  brought  forward  to 
bear  ppon  arguments,  and  conclusions,  to 
which  they  had  no  direct  or  reg^ular  ap- 
plication.— It  could  not,  he  said-,  be  denied, 
that  according  to  the  principles  of  natural 
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j;i]stiiG€,  and  the  established  law  of  nations^ 
safety  and  protection  were  due  to  the  mer- 
chant ships  and   cargoes  of  all  neutral 
states  engaged  in  the  peaceable  pursuit  of 
a  lawliil  commerce.     Following  up  this 
just  and  salutary  principle,  our  municipal 
laws  held  out  the  promise  of  security  to 
the  ships,  persons  and  property  of  mer- 
chantstrangers,  eundo,  morando,  a  redcundo, 
in  carrying  on  a  legitimate  traffic  with 
this  kingdom ;  and  this  right  to  security 
and  protection  could  not  be  forfeited,  ex- 
cept by  the  misconduct  of  the  individuals 
themselves,  or  of  the  state  to  which  they 
belonged.     It  could  not  be  forfeited,  ex- 
cept in  consequence-  of  such  antecedent 
injuries  as,  if  unredressed,  would  aifi>rd  just 
grounds  of  war,  or  reprisals;  of  which  last 
it  had  been  said  by  high  and  undoubted 
authority,  that  '  the  law  of  nations  does 
not  allow  them  but  in  case  of  violent  injury, 
directed,  or  supported  by  the  state,  and 
of  justice  in  rt  minimi  dvbid,  absolutely  de- 
nied/    The  seizure  and  detention  of  ships 
and  property  belonging  to  the  subjects  of 
a  foreign  state  could  therefore  only  be 
justified  by  a  previous  act  of  aggression; 
and,  except  in  the  instance  to  which  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  house,  it  could  not  be  shewn  that  an 
order  for  that  purpose  had  ever  been  is- 
sued under  the  authority  of  the  British  go- 
vernment, unless  it  had  been  preceded  by 
the  existence  of  a  real,  or  supposed  cause 
of  war. — It  would  be  recollected,  that  in 
the  month  of  July  last,  when  a  large  ar- 
mament was  assembling  on  the  eastern 
coast  of  this  kingdom,  its  probable  destina- 
tion was  a  subject  of  general  and  anxious 
speculation;   and  it  appeared  that  a  ru- 
mour had  reached  the  masters  of  Danish 
merchant  ships,  then  in  our  ports,  that  it 
was  directed  to  the  Baltic,  in  consequence 
of  a  misunderstanding  between  this  coun- 
try and  Denmark.    An  immediate   en- 
quiry was  accordingly  made  of  the  British 
government  through  the  Danish  .Minister, 
Mr.  Hist :   the  answer,  whatever  it  was, 
certainly  was  not  one  which  confirmed,  or 
created  apprehension :  their  enquiries  were 
then  directed  through  the  same  channel 
to  the  government  of  their  own  country, 
firom  whom,  on  the  10th  of  August,  an  an- 
swer, of  which  the  following  is  an  extract, 
was  received  through  the  College  of  Com- 
merce at  Copenhagen,  and  communicated 
to  them  by  the  Danish  Consul,  Mr.  Wolff: 
— 'In  reply  to  vour  letter  of  Hth  inst. 
*  (J lily),  stating  that  it  is  currently  report- 
/  sd  in  London^  that  a  misunderstanding 


'  is  likely  to  arise  betwixt  Denmark  and 

*  Great  Britain,  we  acquaint  you  herewith, 
'  that  such  report  is  entirely  without  foun* 

*  dation,  and  that  nothing  has  been  done 
'  on  our  parts,  whereby  the  good  qnder* 
'  standing  hitherto  srtibsisting  betwixt  both 
'  courts  could  anyways  be  considered  les- 
'  sened  or  interrupted.  We  request  there* 
'  fore,  that  you  will  positively  contradict 
'  such  unfounded  rumours,  and  quiet  the 
'  apprehensions  of  our  sea-faring  country- 
<  men,  assuring  them,  that  they  have  no 
'  reason  to  fear,  as  the  College  will  not 

*  fail,  should  any  unforeseen  event  haVe  a 

*  detrimental  iimuence  on  Denmark's  hi- 
'  therto  maintained  neutrality,  to  give  the 
'  earliest  information  thereof  through  the 
'  Royal  Consuls,  to  all  our  sea-faring  coun- 
'  trymen.'— To  »  Mr.  Wolff,  Lond<».'— 
This  communication  had  the  intended  ef- 
fect ;  the  fears  of  the  sea-faring  subjects 
of  Denmark  then  in  our  ports,  were  com- 
pletely quieted ;  and  they  remained  in  this 
state  of  confidence  and  delusion  till  the 
end  of  August.    Nothing  indeed  occurred 
to  alter  it ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  known, 
that  afler  the  sailing  of  admiral  Gambier, 
on  the  30th  of  July,  many  ships  had  clear- 
ed out  for  Danish  ports,  and  some  with 
admiralty  licences;  and  so  little  appre- 
hensive was  the  Danish  consul  of  approach- 
ing hostilities,  that,  in  many  instances  in 
which  offers  were  made  to  release,  upon 
the  payment  of  certain  charges,  Danish 
ships  which  had  been  brought  in,  under 
the  expectation  of  a  rupture,  he  positively 
rejected  all  such  offers,  being  resolved  that 
the  captors  should  abide  the  consequences 
of  their  own  violence  and  injustice.     In 
Denmark  too,  a  similar  degree  of  confi- 
dence and  delusion  prevailed.     The  ap- 
pearance of  the  British  fleet  produced  no 
alarm  at  Copenhagen,  nor  any  degree  of 
caution  with  respect  to  ships,  then  pre- 
paring to  proceed  to  British  ports.     In 
proof  of  this,  lord  Sidmouth  read  the  fol- 
lowing extract  of  a  letter  from  the  captain 
of  the  Danish  ship,  Frederica :— *  I  re* 
'  ceived  a  letter  from  my  agents,  Messrs. 
'  J.  P.  Suhn  and  son,  dated  Copenhagen, 
'  7th  of  Aug.  stating  that  all  Danish  ships 
'  might  proceed  to  England  in  safety,  as 
'  he  was  assured,  that  the  British  fleet  ly- 

*  ing  at  anchor  before  Copenhagen,  had 
'  no  hostile  intention  towards  Denmark  ; 
'  that  according  to  information,  it  was  his 

*  opinion,  that  it  was  bound  to  Cronstadt 
'  In  assurance  of  the  above  account,  I  left 

*  Dram  the  13th  of  Aug.  with  a  cargo  of 
<  timber  and  deals,  shipped  and  loaded' for 
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*  the  KCCOtmU  of  Messrs.  Joshua  and  Tho- 
.'  mas  Carroll,  riiferchants,  of  Cork,  in  Ire- 
'  hmd.     I  wai  detained  'in  the  north-sea 

*  the  28th  of  Aug.  before  any  orders  from 
'  the  British  goTcrnment  for  the  de(6ntion 
'of  Danish  ships  had  been  given,  and 
'  likewise  prior  to  the  bombardmc^nt  of 
'  Copenhagen/ — On  the  25th  of  Augtist, 
however,  matiy  days  before  information 
was  received  of  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities, add  at  a  time  when  it  was  not  pre- 
tended that  there  was  any  hostile  inten- 
tkm  on  the  part  of  Denmark,  orders  were 
Issued  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  in  con- 
seqaence  of  directions  from  one  of  his  ma 
je^y's  pfboipal  secretaries  of  state,  to 
tdetain  afld  brhfig  in,  provisionally,  all  Da- 
nish m^rchatit  vessels ;  and  these  orders 
went  not  oonftned  to  the  Channel,  but  sent 
to  ^)  our  naval  officers,  commanding-in- 
i!hief,  in  etery  part  of  the  world.  Oh  the 
^  of  Sept  a  £iimilar  order  was  issued,  un- 
der the  au^iority  of  his  majesty  in  coun- 

.  cil ;  accompanied  by  orders,  that  no  ships 
belonfiping  to  ai^y  of  his  msrjesty^s  subjects 
jfaoukf  clear  out  for  aHy  of  the  ports  of 
Denmark)  add  that  a  general  embargo 
should  be  laid  on  all  ships  and  vessels  be- 
longing to  subjects  of  that  country,  toge- 
ther with  all  persons  and  elects  on  board. 
.  It  appeared,  that  the  account  of  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities  was  not  received 
till  the  4th  of  Sept.  add  it  Was  admitted, 
that  previous  to  that  time,  there  was  no 
ground  f&r  imputing  a  hostile  disposition 
to  his  Dstnish  majesty ;  so  tdat  at  the  pe- 
riod of  issuing  these  orders,  Denmark  was 
considered,  although  not  treated,  by  the 
Sritish    goverlmieilt,  as    a   neutral    and 
firieAdly  power.    Id  consequence  of  these 
etdera,  ^20shipA  were  seized  and  detained 
befofe  infbrmatiod  was  received  of  the 
commencement  of  ho^ilities;  and  an:er 
the  issue  of  orders  for  general  reprisals, 
which  took  place  on  the  4th  of  Nov.  the 
whole  were  condemned  as  prize  to  the 
crown. — Lord  Sidmouth  saio,  that  on  a 
ibrmef  occasion,  when  he  had  stated  a  re- 
port, that  the  vahie  of  the  ^tips  and  car- 
goes, &o.  so  seized.  Was  little  short  of  tWo 
millions,  the  noble  secretary  of  state  (lord 
Hawkesbuty)  declared,  that  this  was  iok 
exag^ratea  statement.      He  had  men- 
tioned it  stt  that  time,  in  the  hope  that  it 
might  be  contradicted  from  authority; 
but  he  had  not  mentioned,  it  upon  light  or 
frrrolo«»  grounds.     On  the  contrary,  he 
then  knew  the  number  of  ships  which  had 
been  seized ;  and  that  53,  with  their  car- 
geei^had  been  sold  by  auction,  add  had 


^roduc^d,  tfpon  an  average,  5,20DiL  eacbv 
Supposing  these  shij>s  to  be  of  the  aver- 
age value  of  the  whole  that  had  beed 
seized,  320  ships  would  produce  above 
1,6^60,000/;  ^d  it  was  well  known  ^lit 
when  prizes  were  sold  in  this  manner,  the 
auction  price  Was  in  general  far  bek>wthe 
real  value.    It  was  usual  to  estimate  tbia 
ditierence    at    one    third :    upwards    of 
550,000/.  must  therefore  be  added  to  the 
above-mentioned  sum ;  niakhig  ad  aggre- 
gate of  more  than  2,000,000/.  ad  Ac  value 
of  seizures  in  our  own  potti,  exclusive  of 
those  whieh  took  place  under  the  Orden 
of  the  25th  of  August,  and  the  2d  of  Sepft. 
in  all  other  parts  of  the  World.    He  would 
close  this  statement  by  repeAtin^  the  hope 
which  he  had  express^  od  a  former  oc- 
casion, that  the  declaration  of  the  noble 
secretary  of  state,  might  prove  more  cor*- 
rect  than  the  report  v^hich  he  had  taken 
upon  himself  so  positivel  v  to  contradict. — 
TO  justify  a  measure  of  *uch  severity,  it 
was  absolutely  necess^  to-  shew  that  it 
wai)  ocOa^iioned  by  an  antecedent  aggres* 
sion  on  the  part  of  Dennlatl^ ;  foft*  it  wouM 
not  be  contended,  jhat  the  seizure  of  mer* 
chant  dhipsr  and  of  commercial  property, 
was  cdlled  for  by  the  urgeht  and  imperious 
duty  of  self-preservation ;  but  it  had  been 
distinctly  acknowledged  that  oh  the  part 
of  Denmark  there  was  no  hostile  aggres^ 
sion,  and  the  difl^renee  betweenHhe  prre- 
sent  case,  and  all  others  Which  preceded 
it,  consisted  in  the  absence  of  that  which 
bad  been  the  imnmediate  cau^,  tad  which 
had  ^lely  arid  exclusively  constituted  the 
justification   of  every  similar   measore. 
True  it  was  that  the  kin^  of  Prussia  at  the 
commencement  of  the  seven  years  War  fa^ 
entered  Saxony,  when  there  had  been  ii6 
public  act  of  aggression  On  the  part  Of  the 
elector;  but  lie  found  in  the  pAldce  of 
Dresden  a  (iopjr  of  a  treaty,  the  knbWtfi 
existence  of  whieh  had  occasioned  his  ir- 
ruption into  the  electorate,  and  ^Hnch  was 
of  itself  a  sufficient  cause  of  #ar.    It  w»t 
also  Well  kno#n,  that  lord  Chatham  qiiH- 
ted  the  councils  of  his  sovereign  in  th^ 
year  1761,  because  his  colleagues  refnsed 
to  concur  with  him  in  advising  his  maje^y 
to  proceed,  without  a  formal  declariKtion 
of  war,  to  acts  of  hoatiHty  againait  9|)nin  : 
but  lord  C.  proceeded  upon  intettigence 
(which  Was  afterwards   verified)  of    an 
agreement  on  the  part  of  that  country  to 
make  common  cause  with  FranCc^^Frcmi 
the  uniform  tenour  of  our  history  it  Would 
be  found,  that  such  meatsure^  as  tboee  of 
the  25tb  of  Atrg.  axkl  2d  of  8^  w«re 
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rmw  r«f0rte(l  to,  ualaf*  t^  kad  \mtm 
precedad  by  a  reaUor  apposed  cause  of 
vrar*    Tbe  o^ore  of  the  French  ships  ia 
175^^  wvl  of  the  Spanish  frigates  ia  1805, 
were  fNieee4ed  by  cau^s  of  war,  th/B  legi- 
timacy x>f  wbich  iias  mww  been  question- 
ed, h^ey^r  tbe  buter  meaaure  oiight  have 
been  canaured  on  othar  accounts.    The 
ca»ea  of  Prnasia  and  Holland  had  been 
BMBftifuiied :    but  prerious  to  the  deten- 
tioB  wd  aeiaiire  of  tbe  merchant  ships  of 
the  focmor  power,  «b«  had  actually  re- 
ceiTad  from  Franoe,  whilst  at  war  with 
(ireat  Britai«»  the  doniuioivi  of  the  eiec« 
tor  af  Hfnover,  and  had  excluded  all  Bri* 
tish  Fesaals  froB  bar  ports  ^^^^o^  with  re- 
i{Mcl  to  ii^Uaui,  it  was  only  oecessary  to 
Tal»r  to  a  fyw  dates  to  shaw  tbat^Mir  mea- 
mrfs  of  hostility  towards  thait  country 
were  aeMier  waijhrf  by  pracipitancy  nor 
injfis^.    On  tto  lacfa^  Jan.  1795,  the 
Fiwsch  anny  oatejrtd  Aaiaierdajn.     On 
tha  10th,  the  r^yolWaowMy  coniinittee  dis- 
mmei  tim  MtsiUishad  ^^giatratat,  and 
took  m  thaoMalKes  tbi  |N^?ieiooal  admi- 
aimalioo  i^  aSairs.    On  the  30db,  all 
bUm  and  property  belougvig  to  oneoiies 
Qf«e  Franeh  republic  w.ai»  ordered  to  be 
9md  aiad  coofiscatad  tby  a  decree  of  4be 
Feoaeh  4:o«mistiof^ra  cosfinned  by  the 
IMTovisional  goviprnm^  of  HoUand.    On 
the  JHh  of  Feb.  ocders  wer^  issaed  by  the 
Brkish  gpv.eixi{9£int  for  the  proviaional  de* 
taatioa  of  DuiKih  i^p»  wd  cargoes. — At 
tkt  /eaiaaianQ^aiaiit  of  the  year  iSOi,  or- 
detsareoe  isw^ed  to  d^aio,  pi^oviaicaiaUy, 
dtt^  M«»giiig  40  &U9»a,  Sweden,  and 
Qsattark ;  not>  .hQwever,  tiil  tKe  ccnduct 
af  Ihe  goi^wrpittfnt  of  each  of  those  coun- 
tnc>  M  fiftiPded  a  ^gitiroate  cause  of 
w :  ibqt  in  that  case,  lord   Sidmouth 
Mi^i,  kfi  vas  one  of  those  who  had  con- 
ciHaedia  advising  his  wajestvinot  to  issue 
Hteia  for  gena ral  refirisals ;  and  accord- 
ioaily  the  ship^  9o4  cargoes  so  detained, 
were  net  coinieiMied  asj)riae,  but  were  aU 
nttoiad  upon   the  ire^estaibliahment  of 
^tftcs.    lord  $idHMM^h  said  that  some 
^ttble  lords,  who  wa«e  tk^m  his  colleagues, 
^"^^  adaiif  that  the  beneficial  etlecta  of 
istc«a4aothad>nQtcffily  been  manifested 
^  ^  4iiaa,  but  thai  /they  had  been  also 
•^pwitBoed  in  the  cawse  of  the  present 
Wob4i  laemadi  thmvsfore,  impossible  to 
Jvti^  Aha  :iDfa8i«ne  «^  issuing  the  orders  in 
V>«»qp*)y  attempting  40  bring  it  within 
wMpUflition  of  any  admitted  pri^cipia, 
^teftir  anodo^i^  any  prectdents  af- 
wwid  by  eomiiries,  srij^  icoodtwrt  it 
>«M  M.  he  diifMifeU  jto  «ila  i#  M  ^a^ 


ample — fiot  the  motive  of  the  measurie 
was  perhaps  to  be  foun(}  in  the  view  which 
ministers  had  taken  of  the  necessity  of  tba 
expedition  against  Copenhagen.  Being 
convinced  of  that  necessity,  they  thought 
no  means  unwarrantable,  which,  'in  their 
opinion,  were  likely  to  contribute  in  any 
degree,  to  its  success.  For  this  purpose, 
private  property  was  seized,  as  an  instru- 
ment of  coercion  and  intimidation,  and  in 
the  hope  that  the  importance  oi  rejcover- 
ing  might  induce  Denmark  to  accede  to 
the  demands  of  the  British  government. 
Thus  was  the  principle  entirely  disre- 
ganded  andy  inverted,  upon  which,  on  all 
former  occasions,  such  a  proceeding  had 
ht&a.  i-esorted  to.  It  waa  not  a  measura 
of  just  retaliation  for  an  unredressed  in- 
jury, nor  of  seasonable  and  provident  tI-» 
gour,  fiaunded  on  the  knowledge  of  a  hos* 
^e  de^gn,  which  it  was  intended  jU>cOj«n:f 
teract,  but  an  act  in  furtherance  of  our 
own  measures  of  severity  and  vioieoca 
towards  a  state,  which,  it  bad  been  di$-. 
tinctLy  admitted,  was  not,  at  thaA  time, 
chargeable  with  any  hostile  intentioaa 
against  Uiis  country.  This  howevor,  fee-^ 
bk  and  futile  as  it  wbb  as  jan  attempt  at 
justification,  was  far  the  oast  favourable 
interpretation  that  could  be  given  of  tim 
causes,  .which  led  to  tkii»  unparalleled 
transaction.  If  this  ware  the  true  exr 
pianation  of  it,  nothing  could  be  more  obf- 
vioualy  just,  than  that  its  eQects  aught  to 
have  ceased,  as  soon  as  its  design  was  frus- 
trated. To  give  a  retrbapeotivie  operation 
to  hostilities,  £or  the  purpose  of  appror 
priatioff  that  which  had  come  into  our 
pefisession  under  such  circumstances,  and 
the  seizure  of  which  had  not  aqswered  the 
novel  and  extraordinary  purpose  for 
which  the  measure  was  resorted  to,  waa 
surely  a  most  lamentable,  and  disgraoofbl 
extremity  of  injustice:  which  however 
was  still  aggravated  by  the  fact,  thajt  we 
had  ourselves  occasioned  the  hostilities  of 
which  this  retrospective  advantage  waa 
taken,  and  that  tney  were  in  no  degree 
produced  by  any  aggression  on  the  part 
of  that  state,  against  which,  and  the  unof-. 
fending  subjects  of  which,  these  proceed- 
ings were  directed.  Under  these  imprea- 
sions,  lord  S.  said,  it  was  to  him  a  subject 
of  the  deepest  regret,  that  when  hismsyiefl- 
ty  -was  advised  to  declare  to  Europe  the 
motives  which  had  led  to  the  Danish  ^K- 
pedition,  a  decisi?e  proof  had  not  been  af- 
forded, that  the  plea  of  necessity,  upo» 
which  government  had  rested  its  justjfica- 
tifiB,  was  sincere    A  declaration  that  th« 
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ships  of  war,  tak«n  at  Copenhagen,  should- 
be  held  in  deposit.  With  a  view  to  even- 
tual restitution,  and  that  private  property 
seized  and  detained  under  such  circum- 
stances as  those  which  had  been  described, 
should  be  instantly  restored,  would  have 
placed  the  motives  which  had  influenced 
the  British  government  out  of  the  reach  of 
suspicion,  and  guarded,  if  not  exalted  the 
national  character. — With  respect  to  ships 
of  war,  the  house  had  already  decided, 
and  he  would  not  now  re-enter  upon  that 
subject:  with  respect  to  the  merchant 
ships,  and  their  crews,  his  sentiments 
were  expressed  in  the  three  Resolutions, 
which  he  submitted  to  the  house. — [Lord 
Sidmouth  then  read  the  three  first  Reso- 
lutions.]— On  the  subject  of  compensation 
to  those  British  subjects  who  had  consign- 
ments and  effects  in  Denmark  at  the  time 
of  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  (which 
effects  were  afterwards  sequestrated,)  he 
vras  convinced  there  could  be  no  difference 
of  opinion:  they  had  an  indisputable 
claim,  not  merely  on  the  liberality,  but 
on  the  justice  of  their  country;  that  claim 
might  be  fully  satisfied  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  Danish  ships  and  cargoes,  which  had 
been  condemned  and  sold;  and  this  de- 
duction would  be  counterbalanced  by 
what  mtght  be  termed  a  set-off^  arising 
firom  the  sale  of  British  property  seques- 
trated in  Denmark  ;  so  that  justice,  to  a 
certain  extent,  might  be  done  to  the  ag- 
grieved parties  in  both  countries.  But  to 
reach  the  limits  of  justice,  compensation 
must  proceed  farther :  all  British  subjects 
were  entitled  to  it  for  losses  sustained  in 
consequence  of  any  lawful  adventure  en* 
tered  upon  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  hostilities.  Losses  from  such  a  cause 
could  not  be  said  to  come  within  the  rea- 
sonable dcope  of  mercantile  calculation. 
They  were  occasioned  by  a  measure  of 
the  British  government  rounded  upon  a 
supposed  necessity,  and  directed  to  the 
object  of  self-preservation,  to  which  it  was 
contended  that  all  other  considerations 
must  give  way.  But  thojie  who  applaud, 
and  who  believe  that  they  have  derived 
security  from  this  policy,  must  surely  be 
willing  to  pay  the  price  of  it.  A  few  in- 
dividuals could  not  justly  be  made  the 
victims  of  a  measure,  which  could  only 
be  warranted  by  its  tendency  to  provide 
for  the  security  of  all.  The  mode  of  in- 
demnifying that  class  of  sufferers,  whose 
property  was  sequestrated  in  Denmark, 
baa  been  suggestc^i  and  was  obvious  :  the 
claims  of  otliers  on  the  justice  of  their 


country,  wa^not  less  forcible.  The  means 
of  satisfying  them  most  be  lef^  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  government,  and  the  wisdom  of 
parliament. — But  this  measure,  extraor- 
didary  and  harsh  as  it  was  both  in  its  ori- 
gin, and  in  its  general  operation,  was  at- 
tended with  circumstances  of  peculiar  se- 
verity and  injustice.  Amongst  the  ships 
and  cargoes  detained  under  the  orders  of 
the  25th  of  Aug.  and  the  2d  of  Sep.  w«« 
many  which  had  been  wrongfully  brought 
into  British  ports  by  our  cruizers  and  pri- 
vateers, the  masters  and  crews  of  whtch 
were  too  generally  actuated  by  a  spirit  oi 
rapacity,  by  which  individuals  were  era- 
elly  injured,  and  the  country  disgraced. 
These,  to  a  considerable  amount,  had  been 
ordered  to  be  restored  by  decrises  of  tiie 
high  court  of  admiralty,  or  of  Uie  sii^ 
preme  court  of  appeal;  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  supervening  hostilities,  the 
benefit  of  these  decrees  was  vnthheld,  and 
the  property,  the  restitution  of  which  had 
been  directed  by  judicial  authority,  was 
condemned  in  the  same  court  as  prize  to 
the  king.  Other  ships  and  effects  which 
were  under  adjudication  at  the  commence* 
ment  of  hostilities,  and  which,  as  appeared 
from  the  proceedings  concerning  them, 
must  also  have  been  decreed  to  be  restor- 
ed, were  condemned,  and  shared  the  same 
fate : — thus  was  an  advantage  taken  of  an 
original  and  admitted  wrong,  and  the 
fruits  of  it  became  the  property  of  the 
crown. — ^It  was  in  vain  to  set  up  in  such  a 
case  the  undoubted  right  of  the  crown, 
under  other  circumstances,  to  the  effects 
of  an  alien  enemy  ;  the  principles  of  na- 
tural justice,  implanted  in  the  heart  of 
every  man,  must,  in  this  instance,  revolt 
at  such  a  claim ;  and  this  septiment  was 
happily  sanctioned  by  ancient  practice, 
and  the  highest  authorities.  In  the  year 
1753,  a  memorial  from  the  court  of  Berlin 
was  referred  by  his  late  majesty  to  his 
principal  law-officers  ;  namely  the  judge 
of  the  admiralty,  me  king's  advocate,  and 
the  attorney  and  solicitor  general ;  which 
situations  were  then  respectively  filled  by 
sir  Georffe  Lee,  Dr.  Paul,  sir  IJudley  Ry- 
der, and  Mr.  Murray  (afterwards  lord 
Mansfield).  Their  report,  in  answer,  was 
declared  "  to  be  founded  on  the  principles 
of  the  law  of  nations,  received  and  ac- 
knowledged by  authorities  of  the  greatest 
weight  in  all  countries.*'  Of  this  report,  it 
was  said  by  the  president  Montesc^oieti, 
that  it  was  <<  une  r^ponse,  d  laquelle  il  n*j 
a  pas  de  replique:''  and  such  was  its 
authority,  that  the  present  learned  and^ 
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liighly  respectable  judge  of  the  admi- 
nfty,  sir  William  Scott,  upon  being 
applied  to  in  the  year  1793  by  Mr.  Jay, 
:fche  American  minister  in  London,  for  an 
accpuat  of  the  principles  which  govern 
<wr  Courts  of  Admiralty,  and  of  the  mode 
of  proceeding  in  those  courts,  answered 
the  enquiry  by  transmitting  to  him  an^ex- 
trmct-£om  this  able  and  luminous  state 
jpaper.  This  document  was  transmitted 
by  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  the  first  lord 
of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  by  a  letter 
from  himself,  addressea  to  the  Secretary 
of  Legation  from  the  court  of  Berlin ;  of 
-which  the  following  was  an  extract: — 

*  The  iate  war  furnished  many  instances 
'  whkh  ought  to  have  convinced  all  £u- 
'  rope  how  scrupulously  the .  courts  here 
'jk>  justice  upon  such  occasions.  They 
'  did  not  even  avail  themselves  of  an  open 
'war  to  seize  or  detain  the  effects  of  the 
'.enemy,  when  it  appeared  that  those  ef- 
'  feots  were  taken  wrongfully  before  the 
«.war.' — hi  the  Report  itself  was  the  pas- 
sage, which  be  was  about  to  quote,  and 
npoa  which  he, would  ofier  no  other  com- 
meai  than  that  it  most  dbtinctly  and  for- 
cibly affirmed  the  principles  for  which  he 
'wae  now  contending,  and  which  he  trusted 
would  be  solemnly  recognized  by  their 
lordships  this  night  Having  stoted  that 
the  conduct  of  civilized  nations  towards 
each  other  was  regulated  by  the  princi- 
pies  of  natural  justice,  and  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  our  courts  had  been  uniformly 
governed  thereby,  and  not  by  motives  of 
national  convenience,  it  thus  concludes : 
«.  Upon  this  principle  of  natural  justice, 
«.  French  ships  and  etiects  wrongfully  taken 

*  after  the  Spanish  war,  and  before  the 
«  French  war,  have,  during  the  heat  of  the 
'  war  with  France,  and  since,  been  re- 
'  stored,  by  sentence  of  your  majesty's 

*  courts,  to  the  French  owners.  No  such 
'ships  or  effects  ever  were  attempted  to 
'  be  confiscated  as  enemies  propeity  here 
'  during  the  war ;  because,  had  it  not  been 
«  lor  the  wrong  first  done,  these  effects 
'  would  not  have  been  in  your  majesty's 
«•  dominions.' — He  would  ofifer  to  their 
lordships  only  one  other  authority,  but  it 
was  not  infenor  to  that  of  the  former,  if 
authority  was  to  be  founded  on  knowledge, 
probity,  and  experience :  it  was  that  of 
sir  W.  Wynne,  who  in. the  year  1784> 
ioon  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  re- 
turned this  answer  to  a  case  which  had 
been  submitted  to  him,  as  king's  advo- 
cate, by  the  lords,  commissioners  of  the 
Jieamry  :*-! J  think. that  this  ship  ajfid 


'  cargo,  having  been  seized  before  the 
'  hostilities  between  England  and  France 
'  commenced,  and  having  been  decreed 
'  by  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to  be  restored 
'  to  the  claimant,  and  a^aiu  seized  in  a 
'  port  of  his  majesty's  dominions,  ought 
'  not  io  have  been  condemned  under  such 
*  circumstances.  The  sentence  is  how- 
'  ever  conclusive,  no  appeal  having  been 
<  interposed  in  due  time ;  but  the  proceeds 
'  are  at  his  majesty's  disposal,  and  I  should 
'  conceive,  that  as  the  sentence  of  con- 
'  demnation  could  not  be  supported,  if  the 
'  owner  was  in  time  to  appeal  from  it,  it 
'  would  be  proper  that  bis  majesty's  inte- 
'  rest  in  them  should  be  given  up,  and 
'  some  person  nominated  to  receive  the 
'  proceeds  for  the  use  of  the  French  owner.* 
'  (Signed)  Wm.  Wynne.  I)octors  Com- 
^  mons,  18th  Nov.  1784.' — In  consecjuence 
of  this  opinion,  the  proceeds  of  this  ship 
and  cargo  were  given  up,  and  paid  to  the 
agents  of  the  French  owners. — Lord  Sid- 
mouth  concluded  by  saying,  that  the  sub- 
ject upon  which  their  lordships  had  to  de- 
cide, was  now  before  them :  he  had  been 
impelled  to  submit  it  to  their  consideration 
by  a  sense  of  justice  towards  individuals, 
and  by  an  ardent  anxiety  for  the  honour  of 
the  country.  The  inducements  to  take 
this  step,  he  felt  to  be  the  more  urgent,  on 
account  of  some  new  doctrines  and  opi- 
nions, unwarrantable,  as  be  thought,  in 
themselves,  and  most  dangerous  in  their 
tendency,  which  were  too  likely  to  gain 
ground,  as  they  appeared  to  be  counte- 
nanced by  the  declared  sentiments  and 
evident  policy  of  the  government.  It 
seemed  to  be  unag'med,  that  the  flagitious 
conduct  of  France,  and  the  conseauenccs 
which  had  resulted  from  it,  bad  absolved 
us  from  the  obligation  of  a  strict  adher- 
ence to  those  principles  of  good  faith  and  , 
justice,  that  have  been  heretofore  consi- 
dered as  necessary  to  keep  together  the 
great  fabric  of  civil  society ;  and  further, 
that  the  existence  of  a  gigantic  power, 
created  and  maintained  by  violence  and 
fraud,  not  only  gave  the  right  of  resisting 
and  retaliating  upon  that  power,  by  means 
similar  to  those  by  which  it  had  been  es- 
tablished, but  also  justified  us,  with  a  view 
to  our  own  immediate  interests,  in  em- 
ploying the  same  weapons  against  unof- 
fending states,  not  parties  in  our  quarrel : 
in  fine,  that,  fi>r  the  purpose  of  enabling, 
ourselves  to  maintain  an  equal  contest 
with  France,  and  to  counteract  the  danger 
arising  from  her  extended  dominion,  it 
was  become  necessary  for  us  to  follow  her 
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eii&mnle.  —  AgalriSt  such  doctHned  h^ 
woulo  ever  protest  Iri  the  hamfc  of  all  that 
had  hithferto  given  digtiity  to  our  cotincil», 
ot  lustre  to  public  cr  private  charactet ; 
.  of  all  that,  by  making  this  cohfiti*y  the 
object  of  just  and  general  cbhBd^nc^,  hskd 
contributed  to  estdblish  its  repatatioh,  and 
to  pre&ette  and  e^tehd  its  inflflencffe  and 
po^et.  He  well  remdmbefed  that^  in  th^ 
year  1794,  wfe  ivere  dxhotfed  fr^h  the 
throne,  '  to  rfeilder  odr  fcondtict  a  contrast 
to  thit  of  our  enemies  */  ah  fexhortaitibil 
worthy  of  the  high  (Juarter  whence  it  came, 
ahd  which  made  upon  his  mind  d  deep 
and  lasting  imprfitoion.  Ih  proportion  as 
odf  ^IdVersslry  extended  his  sy^ematic  rio- 
Ution  of  all  the  principles  of  public  laW 
and  ^dtUral  justice,  it  should  be  our  ob- 
ject, by  our  Conduct  towards  oth^  states, 
to  tnahifest  tnotB  strongly,  if  possibhg.  Our 
d^ermitlation  to  observe  aAd  to  uphold 
them,  tie,  ind^,  could  eothm^d  nearly 
the  tvhole  population  of  the  Cbntinent : 
biit  the  spirit  by  Which  it  Wa^  to  b^  ac- 
tuated might  depend,  in  a  great  degtee, 
uJ)on  ourselves.  Let  it  therefore  be  our 
ehdeavout"  to  ihfluenciEi  tbsit  spirit,  by  com- 
manding universal  confidence  in  our  ho- 
nbur  and  good  faith,  as  Well  as  respett  fof 
our  rtaVal  and  military  power:  let  it  ap- 
pear that,  at  least  in  this  Country,  justice 
would  find  a  Sanctuary  until  the  stoi-m 
i^2ls  overpast,  and  the  authority  of  public 
law  tould  again  be  diffiised  throughout  the 
civilized  world.  It  had  been  uhdfer  these 
iihfDt-essions,  that  he  had  so  frequently  felt 
it  to  be  a  duty  to  address  the  house  in  the 
course  of  the  present  ^essibn  t  it  vras  under 
these  impressions  that  he  bh>tlght  fbward 
the  resolutiomi,  which  he  h^d  riow  to  pt*o- 
pose :  and  he  tVould  only  add,  thslt  he 
shbufd  Coiisider  thb  present,  ds  one  of  the 
most  ibrturtate,  because  he  was  convinced 
it  would  be  one  of  the  tnost  usefbl  days  of 
his  life,  if  th6  jirirtciples  upon  which  they 
were  founded,  and  the  measures  they  sug- 
gested, sanctioned  as  they  were  by  the 
practice  of  oiir  ancestors,  and  by  t^Corded 
opinions  of  the  highest  authority,  should 
iheet  with  their  lordships  Approbation  and 
support. — Lord  Sidmquth  then  proposed 
the  following  Resottitiohi;  1.  *' That  it 
appears  to  this  housi&  that  ships  and  other 
property,  to  a  large  number,  and  amount, 
belonging  to  subjects  of  his  Danish  ma- 
jesty, have  been  sfeized  aild  detained  under 
orders,  and  instructions,  issued  before  in- 
formation was  received  by  the  British  go- 
vernment of  thte  commencement  t>f  hosti- 
lities With  Denmark^  and  at  a  time  when 


there  Was  lAo  Me§k^  w  Stfppatti  «atM  •# 
war,  or  r^^^ls  j  khd,  mh^h  in  ptirsuie  «f 
apeitceabl«  atfid  lawful  GdftiAeftei  tlMf* 
was  an  uddsucU  lic&«ini«iMiMl  of  Dmuifei 
ships  sltkl  cargo^  in  ou^  potti  ja^Hkd^  til* 
most  perfect  confidehce  of  seeuritv ;  kM 
that  the  %afd  ^ips  atid  dth^f  ft9>^f 
hate  been  sMce  cohd€nritied  ds  ptm  t6 
the  crown.^*-^.  Thttt  in  tonitd<ttittk>ii  tf 
the  «icttri<Miftafy  oi^i^timstanoes  lAtder 
wht^h  the  siid  otmrn  and  inMmotkms  WeM 
issued)  it  is  highly  expedt^iit,  iliati  eiMopt 
for  th^  purpose  of  indemnifying  S^i  Bri- 
tish ^bjecfs  as  may  have  satfered  firdfli  the 
sequestration  of  tn«ir  pr^rty  ill  dM- 
mark,  the  ap^ri^riation  Of  the  j^rO^d^dd  *f 
the  said  ships  and  other  ^fe^tft  Should  bfe 
suspended,  to  thdt  Ho  obseante  msy  b«  ««^ 
casioned  thereby  to  ft\ich  eveoUial  tofii*-' 
pensatton  to  t&e  e¥igititil  ^vfier*, »  mP- 
cumstances  may  tippekt  tft  adttit  ^,  aAd 
as  his  majesty,  in  hisjUMi^  Ifid  iib«rtii«^> 
kncky  be  pleased  tb  direct.'^di  Thit  It 
Mtildbe  highly  hoaOUiiable  lo  the  ^lUK* 
irie^v  of  thiS  c^6t4-y,  Ih^  ^XHllideriflf 
the  pechlidf  tit^udisttoces  of  the  preMM 
casGi  k\\  v^lmH  ttiid  oth«rs^  detiihed  aAi 
taken  under  the  ordets  Mid  iflstr^Mrtidte 
atbre^aid,  should  be  released  «ipon  Stwii 
tetms  and  conditions  ^  his  majesty  itwy 
think  fit  to  re(]ulre.^— 4.  ttet  at  the  tiOM 
of  issuiniT  the  orders  and  ittstHJ(ftii»n«  afore- 
said, there  wefe  alM  in  the  ports  of  ^is 
kingdom,  many  shifW,  ahd  cirgOeS,  bt*- 
longing  to  subjects  df  his  Dteiish  majeSi^^ 
which,  having  been  ufljiiStly  «ttd  wniig*- 
fully  brought  into  the  said  porfs>  hid  bMU 
decreed  to  be  festdred  to  the  owners  )  SAd 
that  lak^y  w6tt  then  under  adjudication, 
must,  as  it  ^ppearft,  have  been  in  yfee 
manner,  decreed  id  be  resteied ; .  ttet 
freight-ftmnef>  to  e  lirge  amount,  hid 
been,  and  dthef  seifift  ^f  the  like  netnre 
must  have  been,  pt^noanccd  to  be  dim ; 
all  which  Ships,  CWgOes,  and  fi-eight^mto- 
ney,  have*  in  consecjuehce  of  the  siiper- 
vening  hostilities,  been  tortdemned  as  jHri^e 
to  the  ctown.— V.  That  it  is  essential  to 
Justice,  and  tb  the  hononr  of  the  British 
name,  aS  Well  as  eoAformable  to  th«  aii^ 
ciettt  prabtit^e  of  oW  courts,  aild  to  the  ce* 
tablished  principles  of  the  law  4f  naUm^ 
thit  efi^ctual  means  be  ^Aa^wA  for  giving 
to  the  owners  f)f  the  said  ships,  and  oth<ir 
pk^perty,  the  fell  benefit  ef  the  det*e*8 
pt^naUhCdd  «n  Iheir  faV«r  by  the  Higfe 
Conrt  Of  Adttll^ralty)  of  by  his  tiajesty'n 
High  CD^krt  Of  Appeal  fet-  prfeles ;  and  the 
adoption  ef  s^h  tneani  is  rendeml  tkm 
Mre  oMigeldry^lte  fakll  ^  tbkr 
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tiiii»  inaMiudi  SB  itiH  )MNlitW«  iti]pul«lioli 
•f  a  treaty  then  sobsktiag  b^tovreea  thk 
eovntfy  md  Denmark^  wIm  iDtetided  to 
pTOfTide  against  a  Jklay,  whic^h>  howet^r 
vaavaidafaie  in  tiie  preamt  iiiftaiioea>  has 
pvond  ao  injurioot  to  tba  intCTasu  of  tbe< 
aobjects  of  DeniAark-W).  That  it  ii  vq^aUj 
•atential  to  justioa,  alid  to  tha  boDoor  of 
tLe  British  lUMhe^  that  tha  oi^wt»  or  sach 
pBit  of  theaa  as  had  ramakiei  in  this  ktng- 
dom  for  the  batter  oustocly  and  protection 
of  the  ships  and  targoesj  so  as  afbftsniid 
ordered  to  be  restoHBd,  should  no  longer 
be  considered  as  prisoneia  of  war.<«W. 
That  the  priacijplel  of  the  iora^^g  re- 
aohrtieDS  be  eonsidered  as  extending  to  the 
prooeedaaga  of  all  his  inajest3r's  courts  of 
prinei  wherever  the  ^ols  of  the  ctee, 
i^Hiich  at  present  are  not  before  this  hou«e> 
^Mfcll  warrant  their  apfdioation/' 
-  The  Lard  C^umeUcr  OBntended^  that  the 
real  question  before  tbe  house  was  not 
with  respect  to  those^Orinciples  of  justice 
alluded  to  by  the  nobte  lord^  but  with  re* 
apect  to  their  application,  under  certain 
Gtrounstaftces  (  it  bdn^  qoite  clear  to  his 
SBiBdi  that  there  were  cirounatancea  under 
which  the  application  of  those  principles 
'BUist  be  rery  difierent  tQ  what  it  would  be 
under  other  drcumstances.  With  ren>ect 
So  the  opinion  of  thoee  eminent  men  whom 
the  noble  lord  had  quoted^  it  was  quite 
dear  that  it  was  not  the  opinion  upon 
which  the  Mate  had  acted,  as  in  the  year 
1T6I  a  diametrically  opposite  doctrine  was 
held,  and  this  cotmtry  would  not  subse- 
qoently  make  peace  wkh  France  until  she 
gave  up  the  demand  that  no  vessels  should 
beconsidered  as  captures  which  were  taken 
prerions  to  hostilities^  or  the  issuing  of  re- 
prisals. With  respect  also  to  the  opinion 
of  sir  W.  Wyime,  a  decision  of  the  court 
of  admiralty  in  1779,  was  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  it.  An  article  Upon  this  snbject 
was  formerly  inserted  in  the  several  tree- 
tin,  said  from  forming  part  of  the  conven- 
ttonai  law  of  nations,  hiul  been  confounded 
With  the  unwritten  law.  There  could  be 
no  doubt,  however,  that  as  the  law  stood, 
all  ^nemy^s  property  was  fodeited  to  the 
cnswn;  a  vessel  tlierefore  detained,  aK- 
though  at  the  time  there  might  be  no  rea* 
son  for  the  detention,  yet  frmn  the  circum- 
stances of  hostilities  tomihencing>  beoune 
fotfoited  to  the  crown.  This  might  operate 
as  a  hard  case  in  knany  instances  upon  i»- 
diVidualM :  but  he  had  great  doubts  that 
tivere  could  be  any  thmg  like  a  commer- 
cial peace  and  a  political  Whr  at  the  same 
I ;  be  thoughtlttdi  a^fiittt,  and  the 


idea  of  compensation  for  losses,  would  onl^ 
lead  to  ruinous  ^weulations  on  the  part  of 
individuals*  He  saw  no  ground  for  the 
interpositiroi  of  the  house,  and  shouU 
therefore  raore  the  previous  question. 

Iiord  Enkine  admitted  that  the  veaaeh 
detained  mast  be  forfeited  to  the  crown,  as 
enemy^s  property,  and  that  the  court  of 
adaairalty  could  give  no  relief;  but  that 
vras  no  reason  why  the  crown  could  not 
give  relief.  On  the  contrary,  that  wis 
the  very  object  of  his  noble  friend's  pro* 
position  in  this  case,  to  address  the  crown« 
with  the  view  of  relievini|^  those  wlu>  had' 
su^red  from  the  application  of  this  prin* 
ciple  of  law.  This  proposition  had  hu  foU 
and  entire  "approbation,  and  those  who 
combated  it  meat  shew  that  there  was  att 
actual  necessity  for  detaining  and  keeping 
these  trading  vessels;  otherwise  the  owners 
were  entitled  in  justice  to  a  compensation* 

Lord  HttVfkmkmy  contended,  thatneidier 
the  noble  visoount,  nor  dw  noMe  wmi 
learned  lord,  bad  proved  that  there  wM 
any  departure  in  this  instance  GexmS  thn^ 
usa|;e  and  practice  with  respect  to  othet 
natious,  or  that,  being  censistent  with  sucb 
ptf  ctice  and  usage,  mere  was  any  i^iusttoo 
committed.  There  could  not  be  amf 
doubt  as  to  the  law,  that  enemy's  property- 
was  forfeited  to  the  crown»  ami  therefore^ 
that  detained  Vessels  in  the  event  of  the 
oommenoenient  of  hostilities  became  for- 
feited. 

Lord  EMmbiBftoiigi^  said,  the  motion  of  his 
noble  friend  did  not  go  to  ask  a  favour  of 
his  majesty,  ih  surrendering  any  thing  to 
which  he  was  entitled  Jure  coratm  ;  but 
purely  to  demand  from  the  justice  and 
honour  of  the  country  the  restitution  of 
those  ships,  which  hsid  been  seined  at  a 
period  when  peace  and  amity  existed  be* 
tween  the  two  countries  ;  when  we  were 
holdii^  out  inducements  to  them  to  tatk^ 
fide  in  our  assurances  of  continued  fiiend- 
ship  ;  at  a  period,  in  fact,  when  their  ships 
were  in  a  manner  domiciliated  in  pur  courts 
of  admiralty. 

Earl  Sumhope  ooukl  not  avoid  making 
some  obtervatjons  upon  the  question  bo« 
fore  the  house.  Un  lordship  proceeded 
to  quote  difierent  passages  from  Magna 
Charta>  as  to  the  Idm&ess  and  hofl|>i* 
tality  to  be  exercised  by  the  people  of 
this  country  towards  strangers  trading  to« 
wards  our  coasts;  and  comparing  tnoae 
passages,  and  the  inducements  held  Out  to 
the  Ihagds  to  connder  the  amicable  rela- 
tions between  them  and  this  t^ountry  se* 
cure»  askeii^  if  our  afterwards  sOising»  •• 
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hwfttl  prises,  on  the  vessels  which,  in  time 
of  peace,  we  had  detained,  could  be  re- 
ganied  as  any  thrag  ^ort  of  chousing  and 
ns^lity }  He  thought  the  motion  did 
great  honour  to  the  noble  yiscount,  and 
must  raise  him  still  higher  than  he  at  pre- 
sent stood  in  the  opinion  of  the  country 
and  every  honest  man. 

The  Earl  of  Laudtrdak  pressed  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  house,  the  peculiar 
claim  which  the  Danes  had  upon  our  per- 
forming some  act  of  remuneraUon  for  the 
losses  which  they  had  sufiered.  They  had 
been  particularly  impressed  with  the  good 
faith  of  this  country,  and  entertained  a 
fttropg  sense  of  its  honour  and  integrity. 
By  no  other  means  could  any  people  in 
their  situation  have  been  led  to  send  their 
thijps  to  the  ports  of  England.  G.  Britain 
faail  hitherto  been  celebrated  for  her  love 
of  justice,  her  honour,  and  her  sincerity  ; 
in  this  disposition  the  Danish  merchants 
wiwarily  confided,  and  were  ruined. — 
The  house  then  divided  on  the  question, 
that  lord  Sidmouth's  motion  be  now  put: 
Contents,  16;  Non-contents,  36.  Majo- 
rity, 20. — ^And,  on  the  fourth  Resolution, 
another  division  took  place:  Contents,  16; 
^on-contents,  37.     Majority.  21. 

BOUSB  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday  May  17. 
[Conduct  of  Marquis  Welleslbt — 
Carnatic  Question.]     Sir  Thomas  Turtm 
rose  to  ,move  his  promised  Resolutions  re- 

r  ting  the  deposition  of  the  nabob  of 
Carnatic.  He  began  by  requestincr 
the  indulgence  of  the  house,  unconnected 
as  he  was  with  any  party,  and  unsupported 
by  any  influence  except  what  might  be  ex- 
pected from  the  strength  of  the  cause. 
Before  he  had  become  a  member  of  the 
house,  his  attention  had  been  turned  to  the 
subject  by  different  motions  for  papers 
which  had  been  made,  and  he  was  then 
aiixions  that  the  matter  should  be  tho- 
roughly investigated ;  feeling,  in  com- 
mon with  many  others,  for  the  honour  and 
good  faith  of  the  country.  When  he 
come  into  parliament,  he  found  the  ques- 
tion still  floating,  and  did  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  induce  some  other  member  to  brmg 
it  forward,  preferring  to  be  the  seconder 
rather  than  the  mover :  no  choice,  how- 
ever, was  left  him.  The  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Sheridan)  to  whom  he  had  particu- 
larly looked,  had  found  himself  in  circum- 
stances that  prevented  his  urging  the  ques- 
tion, as  it  might  have  much  embarrassed 
those  with  whcnn  he  acted.    He  had  no 


doubt  however,  that  that  rifffat  hon.  gent. 
was  convinced  that  he  haa  just  grounds 
for  what  he  did.  He  did  not  mean  to  im- 
peach his  public  spirit,  which  certainly, 
on  many  occasions,  had  shewn  itself  supe- 
rior to  any  private  motive  or  consideration 
whatever  :  and  even  oii  this  subject,  the 
riffht  hon.  gent,  had  seized  the  occasioa 
of  a  motion  for  papers  to  declare,  that  « 
more  inhuman,  a  more  atrocious,  and  a 
more  disgraceful  act  never  had  disgraced, 
any  government.  He  had  every  disposi- 
tion to  think  well  of  the  politics  of  the 
marquis  Wellesley,  who  had  been  edu- 
cated in  the  same  school  with  Mr.  Pitt» 
and  had  for  some  time  followed  his  steps  ; 
but  at  the  same  time,  he  had  no  hetttati<m 
to  declare,  that  if  he  was  guilty  of  the  acts 
detailed  in  these  papers,  he  was  a  most 
improper  minister  for  this  country,  as  bet 
might  bring  into  our  councils  that  tyranny 
which  had  disgraced  his  Indian  govern- 
ment.— ^The  hon.  barcmet  then,  gave  a 
brief  historical  view  of  the  progress  of  the 
company's  interference  with  the  Carnatic, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  war  that  ended 
in  1754*,  when  they  supported  one  candi- 
date for  the  musnud  in  opposition  to  ano- 
ther supported  by  the  French,  down  to  the 
treaty  ot  1796  with  Omdutul  Omrah,by 
which  the  payment  of  a  certain  kist  was 
secured  to  the  company.  That  treaty  con- 
tinued till  the  death  of  Omdut  ul  Omrah, 
in  1801,  when  those  disgraceful  transac- 
tions <iommenced  which  the  right  hoa. 
gent,  opposite  had  not  coloured  more 
strongly  tnan  they  deserved.  On  the  5tb. 
of  July  1801,  colonel  McNeil  advanced 
to  the  palace  of  Chepauk,  with  troops, < 
under  pretence  of  preveiUine  commotion 
at  the  death  of  Omdut  ul.Omrah.  On 
their  entrance  the  old  monarch,  labouring 
under  the  disorder  which  in  eight  days 
after  terminated  his  existence,  sprung 
from  his  bed  and  begged  of  major  Grant 
not  to  expose  him  to  the  contempt  of  his 
subjects,  by  penetrating  into  the  interior 
of  his  palace  ;  and  m£^or  Grant  applied 
for  instructions  to  col.  McNeil,  who  from 
motives  of  humanity  did  jiot.  enter.  The 
troops,  however,  remained,  surrounding 
the  palace  from  the  5th  to  the  15thj  when 
Omdut  ul  Omrah  died,  to  all  appearance 
in  perfect  amity  with  the  company.  At 
no  period  wer^  our  dominions  in  India 
more  quiet  and  secure  than  at  the  time 
when  this  outrage  was  committed,  under 
the  pretence  of  guarding  against  a  petty 
commotion.  On  the  same  day  on  which 
the  old  mcmarch  died>  >  the  prince*  -  his 
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heir,  was^  dragged  from  his  apartment,  and 
called  upon  to  answer  to  certain  interroga- 
tories, on  a  charge  of  treachery  preferred 
against  his  father.  He  was  told  that  his 
ikther  and  grandfather  had  carried  on  a 
treacherous  correspondence  with  Hyder 
Alii  and  Tippoo  Sultaun,  and  that  he, 
though  innocent,  was  to  be  deprived  of  his 
dominions  and  reduced  to  the  situation 
of  a  private  person,  where  he  expected  to 
be  a  sovereign ;  that  his  succession  would 
be  set  aside,  and  another  placed  on  the 
JBusnud,  unless  he  compliea  with  certain 
requisitions,  which  were,  that  he  should 
^ive  up  the  civil  and  military  administra- 
tion of  his  possessions,  and  accept  of  an 
indefinite  sum  to  keep  up  his  dignity,  and 
of  a  body  guard  furnished  by  the  com- 
pany.— ^The  hon.  baronet  gave  a  minute 
detail  of  the  various  conferences  between 
the  commissioners  of  our  Indian  govern- 
ment and  the  prince,  who,  with  the  advice 
of  two  old  khans,  appointed  regents  by  his 
^ther,  refused  to  accede  to  these  conditions ; 
though  these  khans  were  willing  to  give  any 
reasonable  security  for  the  payment  of  the 
kist.  Among  the  expedients  tried  in  order 
to  procure  the  prince's  consent,  intimida- 
tion was  one.  Troopers  with  drawn  swords 
paraded  before  the  tent  in  which  one  of 
the  conferences  was  held,  and  the  prince 
was  told  that  the  propositions  did  not  sole- 
ly originate  with  lord  Clive,  but  that  they 
were  sanctioned  by  the  governor-general, 
by  the  court  of  directors,  and  by  the  Bri- 
tish government  If  the  directors  had 
sanctioned  this  conduct,  their  letters  of  ap- 
probation would,  no  doubt,  have  appeared; 
and  it  was  incumbent  on  those  who  had 
been  members  of  the  British  government 
at  the  time  to  clear  themselves,  and  to  de- 
clare that  they  knew  nothinff  of  this  trans- 
action. But,  if  they  were  silent,  he  would 
prove  that  they  could  not  have  known  it. 
The  prince,  however,  -  still  continued  to 
Fely  upon  the  faith  and  protection  of  the 
company,  and  was  at  last  told  to  pre- 
pare to  receive  the  final  resolution  of  the 
governor-general>  which  was,  that  his  fu- 
ture situation  would  be  that  of  a  private 
person  considered  as  hostile  to  the  Bri- 
tish interests.  Where  was  British  justice 
then?  From  the  year  1798,  when  lord 
Wellesley  had  landed  in  India,  the  kists 
had  been  paid  with  a  fidelity  almost  un- 
precedented, and  yet  this  was  the  result. 
When  the  commissioners  had  set  aside 
the  prince,  one  would  have  thought  that 
tiiey  would  have  applied  to  the  next  in 
sacc«»i<»i ;  but  no :  they  passed  over  two. 


and  opened  a  negociation  witli  Azum  ul 
Dowlah,  who  from  his  situation,  they  ima- 
gined would  be  most  likely  to  comply 
with  all  their  requisitions.  He,  as  was 
usual  in  that  country,  had  been  kept  in 
confinement,  and,  when  taken  out,  was 
greatly  frightened  lest  they  were  going  to 
kill  him.  They  found  him,  however,  won- 
derfully well  qualified  to  undertake  the 
government,  and  the  conferences  with  him 
ended  in  his  acknowledging  that  the  whole 
right  was  in  the  company,  his  ancestors 
having  forfeited  it  by  their  treacherous 
correspondence.  The  hon.  baronet  de- 
clared that  he  should  have  been  much  sur- 
prized if  this  had  not  been  the  result. 
Azum  would  no  doubt  be  willing  to  be- 
lieve that  his  ancestors  had  been  capable  of 
acting  very  improperly,  since  they  con- 
fined him.  This  puppet  was  presented  in 
form  to  lord  Clive,  on  the  26th  of  July,  and 
on  the  28th  was  installed  in  the  musnud,  on 
which  occasion,  none  of  the  nobles 'attend-* 
ed,  except  one,  who  was  now  an  outcast 
from  all  parties.  A  treaty  was  executed 
on  the  31st,  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
the  hereditary  rifi;ht  of  Azum  Ul  Dowlah 
to  the  throne  ot  his  ancestors  had  been 
acknowledged  by  the  company.  But  this 
being  communicated  to  the  governor-gene- 
ral, this  expression  of  right  was  objected 
to,  and  a  direction  sent  to  lord  Clive  to 
get  the  words  altered,  if  he  conveniently 
could,  and  to  have  it  stated,  that  Azum  had 
been  established  in  the  possessions  of  his 
ancestors  by  the  liberality  and  moderation 
of  the  company's  government,  which  li- 
berality extended  to  the  provision  of  a 
guard  of  their  own  for  him,  and  a  promise 
of  a  sum  to  support  his  dignity.  But» 
what  was  remarkable  in  this  treaty  was, 
that  it  in  one  part  jave  these  possessions, 
and  in  another  took  them  away.  The 
rightful  prince  was,  from  the  15th  of  July% 
1802,  to  the  day  of  his  deaths  confined 
with  his  mother  in  the  palace  of  Chepauk, 
which  was  his  own  private  property ;  but 
where,  notwithstanding,  Azum  resided. — 
The  hon.  baronet  dwelt  upon  the  impru- 
dence and  indecency  of  placing  the  prince 
in  the  same  palace  with  the  usurper,  and 
stated  that  as  soon  as  Mr.  Addington  heai'd 
of  it,  orders  had  been  sent  out  to  remove 
him.  He  would  not  charge  the  persons 
concerned  in  this  with  murder,  such  as 
that  which  was  sometimes  proved  at  the 
Old  Bailey ;  he  would  not  sa^'  that  lord 
Clive  could  have  had  an  intention  to  have 
the  prince  assassinated  ;  but  he  affirmed, 
that  those  who  placed  him  in  such  a  dan« 
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gerotis  flttuatioR  with  their  eyes  open  were 
■in  faro  consckntut,  in  a  great  degree  impli- 
cated. The  ben.  baronet  here  ad^^rted 
to  a  pamphlet,  entitled  ''  The  Camatic 
(Itiestion  etated/'  and  said  that  he  neyM* 
read  so  disgraceful  a  defence  of  any  traim^ 
action,  w  one  which  was  more  calculated 
to  condemn  the  party  in  whose  favour  it 
was  written.  'With  regard  to  what  had 
been  said  of  himself  in  it,  he  pitied  the 
author  if  he  wrote  from  necessity ;  if  not, 
he  despised  liim.  He  had  scarcely  ever 
seen  a  production  on  any  political  question 
that  contained-  such  monstrous,  he  might 
say,  sneh  viflainous  doctrines.  Was  it  tali 
auxiHo,  d^fmsoribw  htis,  that  marquis  Wel- 
lesley  was  forced  to  be  protected  ?  Revert- 
ing to  the  eltaatien  of  the  piince,  he  stated, 
that  the  unhappy  man>  after  several  ineffec- 
tual petitions  to  be  removed,  had  written 
a  letter,  in  which  he  strongly  pleaded  for 
l>eing  sent  to  another  place,  instead  of 
beiifg  kept  constantly  in  die  power  of  the 
usurper,  who  had  only  to  commit  one  act 
to  fmi^  his  crimes.  This  proved  propihe- 
tical ;  for  the  prince  not  long  aner  died 
of  a  dysentery.  He  would  not  take  upon 
himself  absolutely  to  affirm,  that  there  was 
semetlnng  unfeir  in  this  transaction,  but 
he  would  say,  that  he  believed  there  was. 
In  these  transactions  he  could  discern  no- 
thing of  the  British  character.  The  mo- 
ment they  passed  the  Cape,  be  believed, 
wkh  Mr.  Burke,  that  they  unbaptiaed 
themselyes;  20^  that  when  they  landed 
jn  India,  they  became  something  like  the 
Upas  tree,  described  by  a  Swedish  travel- 
kr,  that  blasted  and  destroyed  every  thing 
that  -came  within  the  reach  of  its  perni- 
cious influence. — The  hon.  baronet  then 
entered  upon  the  examination  of  the 
atledged  treacherous  cprreipondence  of 
Wallajah  and  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  with 
Hyder  and  Tippoo,  and  contended  that 
there  was  nothing  in  it  that  could  be  con- 
sidered as  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
charge.  He  several  times  asked  the 
bon.  baronet  opposite  (sir  John  Anstrut- 
ther),  whether  he  would  admit  such  evi- 
dence in  his  court  in'  India  ?  The  8th 
letter  wa0  merely  a  translation  of  a  copy, 
and  he  asked  if  any  lawyer  would  admit 
this  as  evidence.  The  9th  was  from 
Tippoo  to  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  in  which  the 
hitter  was  stiled  nabob  of  the  Camatic, 
ifeough  -the  letter  was  dated^  1792,  and 
Omdut  ul  Omrah  "had  not  ascended  the 
Biusniid  'tin  1796,  from  which  it  woM 
appear  Ihet  the  document  was  a  'forgery. 
Th«^  hon.  baronet  west  thi?pugh  all  the  08 


letters,  commenting  opon  each  separately* 
and  contending  that  as  they  were  merely 
representations  of  third  parties  of  v^iai 
they  had  heard,  they  were  totally  inad* 
missible  aa  evidences  of  the  guilt  of  Wal-. 
liyah.  But»  even  admitting  that  they 
could  be  received  as  evidence^  he  asserted 
that  no  honest  nan  could  lay  his  hand, 
upon  his  heart  and  say,  that  they  con- 
tained any  indication  oif  hostile  intention 
OB  the  part  of  that  prince,  or  of  Omdut  ni 
Omi*ah,  much  less,  evidence  sufficjent  to 
justify  the  deposition  of  a  soveieign  ,and 
the  usurpation  of  his  dominions.  Upon 
the  parole  evidence  he  observed,  that  it 
was  g^ven  by  the  creatures  of  Tippoo,- and 
the  immediate  dependant£of  the  company^ 
whom  they  alternately  cabled  and  threat- 
ened into  giving  snch  an  account  of  t^ 
correspondence  as  it  was  the  wish  and  ut*- 
terest  of  the  British  government,  at  the 
time,  should  be  giveu.  B|it  neither  t>y. 
promises  nor  throats,  to*  their  own  wit- 
nesses, could  they  attain  their  object  of 
making  good  the  accusation.  And  even 
supposing  that  Wailajah  or  Omdnt  ul 
Omrah,  had  been  gailty  of  4ibe  alleged 
offenoes,  what  ground  did  his  actiona 
aibrd  for  the  puuash^ient  of  the  son  o£ 
the  latter,  and  the  grandson  of  the  former? 
He  put  k  to  the  house  what  eSket  such 
conduct  would  have,  were  any  minister 
wicked  or  daring  jcnough  to  attempt  to 
practise  it  in  this  country  i  And  was  not 
justice  the  same  all  over  the  world,  or  bad 
we  one  set  of  principles  for  indi^  and- 
another  for  England  ?  With  a  view  to  tkm 
interests  of  the  country,  he  maintained, 
that  the  extension  of  our  Indian  territory 
tended  only  to  entail  an  immense  load  ol^ 
debt  upon  the  country.  But  this  was  but 
a  secondary  consideration, ^when  compaiied 
with  the  iniquitoas  spoliation  of  anonde* 
pendant  sotrereign.  Before  sitting  .dmiw, 
he  conjured  the  bouse  by  -the  national  bo* 
nour  and  faith,  ^f  which  it  was  4^  gaar-> 
dian  ;  he  conjured  his  majesty's  ministeM 
in  the  name  of  the  Jiational  character,  mi 
which  they  were  the  protectors ;  he  con- 
jured ^very  man  in  the  name  of  that  eter* 
nal  justice  *whioh  was  the  foundation  of 
our  h^ppmess  hope  antl  hereaifter,  to  con- 
sider the  importance  of  the  vote  which  be 
wastto  give  this  evening.  He  was  ccmfi- 
dent  that  it  was  essential  to  the  security  of 
our  Indian  empire  to  declare  thai  the  Bn^ 
tish  Jegislatuce  never  would  sanotioa  any 
unjust  or  tyrannical  act.^^The  Jiou.  tmro- 
nct  conduced  a  long  and  masterly  speech 
with  moving  the  following  He69hiti0oa':    • 
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Resolved,  J.  '*  That  it  appears  to  this 
house,  that  Mahommed  Ally,  othenvise 
called  Wallah  Jah,  nabob  of  the  Carnatic, 
was  an  ally  of  the  East  India  Company, 
and  under  a  vicissitude  of  fortunes,  attend- 
ant  on   the   introduction   of  the   British 
power  in   India,  adhered  to  the   British 
cause,  when  it  was  endangered  by  the 
contending  interests  and  arms  of  France  ; 
that  under  a  just  sense  of  the  services  so 
rendered  by  Mahommed  Ally,  and  with 
the  especial  view  to  prevent  all  future  con- 
trovei-sy  respecting  the  succession  to  that 
kingdom,  an  acknowledgment  of  the  right 
in  the  person  of  the  nabob  Mahommed 
Ally,  and  in  his  heirs  and  successors  for 
ever,  was  procured  in  the  treaty  concluded 
at  Paris  in  the  year   1763,  and  formally 
recognised  therein  hy  the  powers  of  Eng- 
land and  France. — ^That  at  various  times 
since,  the  East  India  Company  have  en- 
tered into  divers  agreements  and  treaties, 
through  their  governments  in  India,  with 
Mahommed  Ally,  under  the  character  and 
title  of  nabob  of  Arcot,  or  of  the  Carnatic, 
for  the    express  purpose,  and  with  the 
avowed  intent,  of  defending,  jointly  with 
their  own,  the  title  and  rights  of  the  said 
nabob  ;  and  especially  in  two  treaties  con- 
cluded in  the  years  1787,  and  1792,  the 
latter  of  which  purports  to  be  a  treaty  exe- 
cuted^n  behalf  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, their  beirs  and  successor,'  and  to  be 
mutually  binding  as  well  on  them  as  on 
his  highness  the  nabob  Msdiommed  Ally, 
and  his  successor,  his  eldest  son  Omdut  ul 
Omrah,  and  his  heirs  and  successors ;  that 
such  treaty  of  1792  remained  in   force, 
and  as  such,  obligatory  on  the  contract- 
ing parties,  at  the  death  of  the  said  Ma- 
hommed Ally,  which   happened  in  the 
^ear  1796,  who  at  his  death  was  succeeded 
y  his  said  son  Omdut  ul  Omrah — ^That 
the   said  Omdut  ul  Omrah  died  in  the 
month  of  July,  1801,  without  any  altera- 
tion or  modification  of  the  said  treaty  hav- 
ing been  made  in  his  life  time. — 2.  That 
it  appears  to  this  house,  that  the  said  na- 
bob Omdut  ul  Omrah  made  a  will,  or 
testamentary  writing,  by  which   he  ap- 
pointed his  son,  the  prince  Ally  Hussein 
Jah  ul  Omrah,  &c.  his  heir  and  successor 
in  the  dominions  of  the  Carnatic.    An  in- 
ftmment  which  is  admitted  by  the  British 
government  in  India  to  have  been  compe- 
tently executed,  and  in  form,  disposition, 
and  principle,  consonant  to  the  Mahom- 
medan  law.    That  by  such  will  the  said 
prince  Ally  Hussein  became,  on  succeed- 
jjig  to  tbe  r^hts  of  his  father,  a  party  to 
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the  treaty  of  1792,  whicl;i  expressly  in- 
cluded the  heirs  and  successors  of  the  said 
Omdut  ul  Omrah,  and  in  virtue  thereof 
entitled  to  the  benefits,  and  bound  to  the 
observance  of  all  the  terms  and  conditions 
of  such  treaty.     That  the  s  lid  prince  Ally 
Hussein,  on  his  succession,  professed  his 
readiness  and  determination  strictly  to  ful- 
fil all  the  obligations  of  the  said   treaty, 
and  required  the  fiiltilment  of  the  corres- 
pondtint  obligations  by  the  government  of 
India. — 3.  That  it  appears  to  this  house, 
that  the   government  of  Madras,  acting 
under  the  authority  of  instructions  from 
the  marquis  Wellesley,  the  governor  ge- 
neral of  India,  refused  to  admit  the  said 
prince  Ally  Hussein,  to  succeed  to  the  mus- 
nud  of  the  Carnatic,  in  virtue  of  the  will 
of  his  father  the  late  nabob,  and  of  the 
said  treaty  of  1792,  unless  he  would  pre- 
viously consent  to   an  ignominious  and 
disgraceful  surrender  of  all  his  rights  in 
the  territorial  possessions  of  the  Carnatic, 
and  accept  in  lieu  thereof  an  indefinite 
sum  as  a  bounty  or  gratuity  from  the  Com- 
pany ;  and  on  the  steady  and  dignified 
refusal  of  the  said  prince  to  accede  to  this 
unworthy  and  humiliating  proposition,  his 
succession  was  set  aside,  and  another  and 
mors  distant  branch  of  the  family  of  Ma- 
hommed Ally,  namely,  Azeeni  ul  Dowlah, 
was  placed  on  the  throne  of  the  Carnatic, 
on  his  acceptance  of  the  above   disgrace- 
ful and  servile  conditions.— 4.  That  it  ap- 
pears to  this  house,  that  the  said  Azeem    . 
ul  Dowlah,  was  raised  to  the  musiiud  of 
the  Carnatic,  in  the  room  of,  and  through 
the  disinherison  of  the  lawful  successor, 
prince  Ally  Hussein  ; — that  the  injustice 
and  tyranny  of  the  act  was  not  more  dis- 
graceful to  the  British  name  and  character 
than  the  unfounded  pretexts  by  which  it 
is  attempted  to  be  justified,  inasmuch   as 
the  pretended  treason  of  the  saiJ  nabobs 
Mahommed  Ally  and  Omdut  ul  Omrah, 
on-  which  the  assumption  of  the  Carnatic 
was  founded,  although  alledged  to  have 
been  discovered  two  years  preceding  the 
death    of   the  latter  prince,   was  never 
brought  forward  during  his  life,  and  could 
by  no  possible  construction  aiiect  the  right 
01  the  said  Ally  Hussein,  the  innocent  and 
unofiending  successor  of  tlie  said  nabob. 
This  house,  therefore,  is  of  opinion,  that 
the  British  power  in  India,  intrusted  to  the 
marquis  Wellesley,  has,  in  this  instance, 
been  employed  by  him  wantonly  and  un- 
justly, to  deprive  the  lawful  heir  to  the 
Carnatic  of  his  undoubted  rights,  contrary 
to  every  principle  of  justice  and  equity, 
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in  violation  of  the  sacred  faith  of  treaties, 
and  to  the  degradation  of  the  British  name 
and  character  in  India. — 5.  That  it  ap- 
pears to  this  house  that  the  person  of  the 
prince  Ally  Hussein,  the  rightful  nabob  of 
Arcot,  was  committed  to  the  custody  of 
the    said  Azeem  ul  Dowlah,  who  had, 
through  the  undue  exercise  of  the  power 
of  the  company,  usurped  his  dominions  ; 
that  the  said  prince  Ally   Hussein,  not^ 
withstanding  the  frequent  remonstrances 
and  representations  made  to  the  British 
government,  by  himself  and  others,  of  the 
humiliating  and  degrading  state  to  which 
he  and  his  family  were  reduced  by  such 
confinement — notwithstanding  his   repre- 
sentations of  the  imminent  danger  to  his 
.  life,    which  he   anticipated   from   being 
placed  in  the  power  of  his  enemy,  and  the 
usurper  of  his  throne,  was  suffered  to  con- 
tinue in  such  custody,  until  the  6th  of 
April,  1802,  when  he  died. — 6.  Resolved, 
That  policy  as  well  as  justice  loudly  de- 
mands the  vindication  of  the  character  of 
Great  Britain  in  l;idia,  from  the  reproach 
of  the  above  transactions ;    and  that  the 
interests,  if  not  the  preservation  of  our 
empire  there,  calls  for  some  public  act, 
which  will  convince  the  native  princes, 
that  a  religious  adherence  to  its  engage- 
ments, 'will,  in   future,  characterize  the 
British  government.      Consistently  with 
these  sentiments,  and  at  a  time  when  our 
implacable  enemy  attempts  to  justify  his 
atrocities  and  despotism  m  Europe  by  the 
example  of  our  conduct  in  India,  it  is  pe- 
culiarly incumbent  on  the  house>  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  England,  to  declare 
openly  to  the  world,  that  the  British  par- 
liament never  did,  or  will  countenance 
any  act  of  oppression  and  injustice  in  its 
Indian  government.    And  as  evidence  of 
its  sincerity,  this  house  resolves  forthwith 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
beforementioned  act  of  the  assumption  of 
the  Carnatic — the  alledged  motives  there- 
of— and  into  the  particulars  of  the  treat- 
ment of  the  family  of  our  late  ally,  the 
nabob  Mahommed  Ally  and  of  the  prince 
Ally  Hussein,  the  lavvful  successor  to  the 
musnud  of  the  Carnatic  ;  and  that  it  be  an 
instruction  to  the  said  committee,  to  in- 
quire into,  and  to  report  whether  any  and 
what  reparation  can,  or  ought  to  be  made 
to  the  said  family,  for  thef  injuries  they 
have  sustained  by  the  usurpation  of  the 
said  Azeem  ul  Dowlah  ;    and  that  they 
may  further  report  their  opinion  by  what 
means  the  British  character  can  be  most 
.Actually  rescued  from  the  obloquy  and 


odium  incurred  from  the  above^  conduct 
of  its  servants ;  and  how  the  British  inter- 
ests in  India  may  be  best  secured  from  in-> 
jury  diereby.'* 

The  question  upon  the  first  Resolution 
being  put  from  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Wallace  rose  and  began  by  saying 
— In  offering  myself  to  your  attention, 
Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  purpose  of  objecting 
to  the  Resolutions  proposed,  and  taking  a 
view  of  the  event  to  which  they  relate, 
essentially  differing  from  that  stated  by 
the  hon.  baronet  who  has  just  sat  down, 
I  may  be  permitted  to  express  some  de- 
gree of  surprise,  arising  from  the  period 
at  which  this  subject  is  now  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  house.  If  the 
transaction  in  question  be  of  the  nature 
described  in  the  speech  we  have  just 
heard ; — if  the  epithets  of  foul  and  atro- 
cious, which  have  been  repeatedly  ap- 
plied to  it,  have  been  justly  applied ; — 
if  it  does  indeed,  as  vitally  as  it  is  said 
to  do,  involve  the  faith,  the  justice, 
and  the  character  of  the  country ; — if  it 
is  not  brought  forward  rather  for  the  dis- 
tinction of  an  individual,  than  as  a  neces- 
sary vindication  of  the  national  honour ; 
— it  is  surely  a  matter  of  just  astonish- 
ment, that  it  should  not  be  till  after  the 
sixth  year  from  the  time  it  was  first 
brought  under  the  notice  of  this  house, — 
that  it  should  not  be  till  after  every  docu- 
ment elucidating  it  has  been  printed  and 
reprinted  for  the  consideration  of  three 
successive  parliaments — that  we  are  -  at 
length  arrived  at  this  long  looked  for  dis-^ 
cussion.  I  do  not  mean  to  accuse  the  hoo.> 
baronet :  it  is  only  for  a  comparatively 
short  part  of  that  period  he  has  had  a  seat 
in  this  house,  and  I  must  do  him  the  jus- 
tice to  say,  that  since  he  has  undertaken 
the  business,  I  am  not  aware  of  its  having 
been  delayed  a  single  hour  on  the  groond 
of  his  personal  convenience  ; — ^but  if  there 
are  those  who  concur  in  his  impressions, 
who  are  prepared  to  manifest  that  concur- 
rence by  their  votes  this  night,  and  who 
have  enjoyed  opportunities  which  he  has 
not  possessed,  of  appealing  to  the  judg- 
ment of  parliament, — ^it  will  become  them, 
nay,  sir,  they  owe  it  to  themselves,  to  this 
house,  and  to  their  country,  to  repel,  if 
they  can,  the  charge  of  such  a  dereliction 
of  their  public  duty,  as  irresistibly  results 
from  their  having  endured,  for  so  lonff  a 
period,  a  stain  so  foul  to  disgrace  the  ]^ti^ 
name — from  having  lef^  the  national  hMk 
and  justice,  six  long  y^ars,  wotmded,  ittt 
peached,  di8b<moured,  and,  as  i^  a»  ri^* 
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pended  on  their  «ffi>rts^  wholly  unredress- 
ed.— ^Late  as  it  is,  it  must  still  be  a  matter 
of  ss^sfaction,  as  well  to  the  noble  lord 
against  whom  the  resolutions  are  princi^ 
pally. directed*  as  to  all  who  either  from 
personal  or  public  motives  feel  an  interest 
in  the  subject  of  them,  that  the  accusation 
is  iiAally  before  the  house ;  and  I  trust 
that  the  decision  of  this  night  (not  such  as 
anticipated  by  the  hon.  baronet,  but  one 
more  consistent  with  substantial  justice) 
will  set  this  question  at  rest  for  e^er ;  that 
it  will  not  be  suffered  to  continue  suspend- 
ed over  our  heads,  or  furnish,  any  longer, 
a^ins't  the  noble  lord  and  our  counsels  in 
India,  a  vehicle  for  every  species  of  libel 
dnd  calumny,  that  ingenuity,  disappoint- 
ment, and  revenge  can  devise  or  propa- 
gate.-r-That  a  measure  of  the  description 
of  this  now  under  our  consideration  should 
not  excite  clamour  and  hostility  in  some 
<]uarter3,  would  have  been  contrary  to 
every  rational  probability  and  expectation. 
No  man  who  knows  what  has  been  passing 
m  that  part  of  India  for  the  last  thirty  or 
fbrty  years — ^the  corruptions,  the  abuses, 
the  iniquities,  that  have  prevailed  there, 
but  must  have  foreseen  that  a  measure 
calculated  to  eradicate  those  corruptions, 
to  frustrate  the  hopes  of  avarice,  to  blight 
for  ever  the  harvest  of  plunder  and  exU>r- 
tion,  would  have  to  encounter  a  host  of 
foes,  and  be  assailed  by  detraction  in  every 
form.  But  to  me,  sir,  and  I  trust  equally 
t,o  the  house,  such  enmity  is  in  fact  its  best 
i:ecommendation — it  is  a  proof  that  it  has 
eSectually  accomplished  one  of  its  most 
important  objects ;  an  object  dear  to  the 
interests  of  humapity,  and  the  happiness 
of  millions,  by  destroying  a  system  the 
naost  banefiil  that  ever  existed ;  to  which 
not  your  resources  only,  but  the  country 
itself,  and  its  inhabitants  in  all  their  gra- 
dations, were  the  victims;  which  degraded 
the  prince ;  which  impoverished  the  land- 
holder; which  oppressed  the  peasant; 
which  drove  labour  from  the  field,  and  in- 
dustry from  the  loom ;  which  depopulated 
the  provinces,  and  spread  desolation  and 
misery  over  the  whole  face  of  the  Icmd. — 
Bttt,  much,  sir,  as  humanity,  much  as  po- 
lity might  be  interested  in  the  extinct^ 
of  such  a  system/  had  they  been  the  omy 

grounds  of  the  great  measure  adopted ; 
owever  convinced  I  might  have  been  of 
the  socmdness  and  the  vsSidity  of  each  of 
them,  I  will  readily  own  I  shouM  have 
thought  the  justification  they  furnished  in- 
complete and  unsatisfJEU^tory.  I  am  too 
well  aware  of  the  danger  of  such  alledged 


principles  of  action,  and  the  abuse  to 
which  they  directly  tend;  it  is  not  oh 
these  grounds  that  a  pretence  of  right  is 
founded ;  it  is  on  the  violation  of  every 
tie  of  public  faith,  gratitude,  and  friend- 
ship ;  on  the  contempt  of  the  most  solemn 
engagements  and  binding  duties  of  alliance, 
connected  with,  a  systematic  conduct  of 
unequivocal  hostility  on  the  part  of  the 
nabobs  of  the  Carnatic,  supported  by  facts 
no  mail  can  deny,  established  by  infe* 
rences  no  man  can  dispute,  that  the  rights 
we  asserted  rest,  and  that  this  measure  was 
embraced  by  those  to  whom  the  care  of 
the  British  interests  in  the  East  was  dele- 
gated, and  whose  first  duty  it  was  to  main- 
tain and  protect  them. — ^The  speech  of  the 
hon.  baronet,  and  the  resolutions,  convey 
but  a  very  imperfect  outline  of  the  transact 
tion  before  us  :  from  -  the  documents  on 
your  table  alone,  can  the  real  nature  and 
character  of  it.  be  collected.  From  them 
it  will  appear,  that  owing  to  the  perfidious 
and  hostile  conduct  of  the  siiccessivd  na- 
bobs Wallajah  and  Onidut  ul  Omrah,  it 
became  the  right,  and  was  consequently 
the  duty,  of  the  British  government  to 
provide  for  the  security  of  its  interests,  as 
connected  with  the  Carnatic  ;  the  intend- 
ed-exercise of  this  right  having  been  evad* 
ed  by  the  death  of  the  latter,  and  not  ac- 
ceded to  on  the  part  of  his  natural  heir. 
Ally  Hussein,  the  usual  course  of  succes- 
sion was  changed,  and  another  prince  of 
the  same  family  raised,  by  our  power,  to 
the  throne. — ^Tne  considerations  arising 
out  of  his  statement  obviously  divide  them- 
selves into  the  rights  we  possessed ;  the 
duty  of  exercising  those  rights,  in  the 
manner  and  to  the  extent  in  which  they 
were  exercised  ;  and,  lasK;ly,  the  circum* 
stances  with  which  the  exercise  of  them 
were  attended. — Before,  however,  I  pro- 
ceed to  discuss  the  points  I  have  adverted 
to,  I  feel  myself  under  the  necessity  of 
detaining  you  for  a  few  moments,  to  refer 
to  the  state  and  origin  of  our  political  con- 
nection with  the  nabobs  of  the  Carnatic, 
because  I  am  desirous  of  correcting  some 
impressions  on  that  subject,  which  the 
hon.  baronet's  spei^ch  seemed  calculated 
to  convey. — Those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  India  .know  that  the 
family  of  Wallajah  had  no  hereditary 
claim  to  the  situation  of  nabob  of  the 
Carnatic  ;  that  the  way  to  the  musnud  was 
opened  to  Anwar-ud-deen,  his  father,  by 
the  means  of  two  assassinations,  of  which 
he  was  not  supposed  to  be  wholly  innocent. 
This    prince  afterwards  sunk  under  tha 
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united  arms  of  the  French  and  the  soubah 
of  the  Deccan,  and  fell  at  the  battle  of 
Amboor,  where  his  eldest  son  was  at  the 
same  time  made  a  prisoner ;  while. his  se- 
cond son,  Mahoramed  Ally  (known  sub- 
sequently by  the  name  of  Wallajah)  fled, 
strict  of  every  thing,   to  the  fortress  of 
Trichinopoly ;  a  new  nabob  was  imme- 
diately appointed  by  the  victorious  party, 
and  the  fortunes  of  the  house  of  Anwar-ud- 
deen  seemed  to  be  for  ever  extinguished. 
In  vain  did  Mahommed  Ally  proclaim  his 
pretended  title  to  the  succession;  in  vain 
implore  the  friendship  of  the  French,  by 
whom  his  rival  was  avowedly  supported. 
His  last  resource  was  to  solicit  the  protec- 
tion of  the  British   government.     Fortu- 
nately for  him  our  situation  at  the  moment, 
and  the  necessity  of  preserving  our  own 
existence  in  the  peninsula,  forced  upon  us 
that  of  resisting  the  increasing  po^ver  and 
ambitious  projects  of  France.      We  ex- 
tended to  him  therefore  the  protection  he 
solicited  ;  and  how  we  performed  our  part 
need  not  now  be  told.     After  an  arduous 
and  glorious  contest,  success  crowned  the 
British  arms,  and  the  consequence  of  that 
success  placed  Mahommed  Ally  on  the 
musnud.     Having  thus  raised   him  from 
the  dusty  and,  in  an  evil  hour,  given  him 
the  possession  of  a  great  and  floui'ishing 
kingdom,  having  procured  the  recognition 
of  his  title  both  in  India  and  in  Europe,  it 
is  not  easy  to  conceive  what  services  he 
could  render  that  were  more  than  ade- 
quate to  those  he  had  received — less  than 
fidelity  and  attachment  to  the  power  which 
had   retrieved  the  fortunes,  and  revived 
the  splendour  and  power  of  his  house; 
less  than  a  fair  participation  in  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,   gained    by   our 
arms,  to  the  extent  which  might  be  neces- 
sary to  maintain  the  cotnmon  interest  of 
its  defence,  we  could   riot,  in  justice  to 
ourselves,  demand,  and  more  we  did  not 
claim. — ^This,  sir,  is  the  language  of  all 
the  treaties  concluded  with  this  prince, 
and  these  the  conditions  of  all  his  claims 
to  the  support  which  he  invariably  ex- 
perienced from  the  British  power. — It  is 
not  my  intention  to  enter  into  any  details 
relative   to  what   has  pas^^ed  during  tl>e 
connexion  which  has  so  long  subsisted  ; 
or  to  give  you  a  history  of  the  intri^es, 
the   "corruptions,   the    impatience   of  our 
power,  the  struggles  for  independance,  and 
the   unprincrpled    ambition,  which    have 
been  exhibited  on  the  part  of  the  nabob  ; 
neither  do  I  mean  to  detail  the  instances 
•f  his  faithlessness  to  all  his  engagements, 


which  has  in  every  war  in  which  we  have 
been  engaged,  embarrassed  the  progress  of - 
our  arms,  and  more  than  once  brought  oar 
afiairs  to  the  very  verge  of  ruin ;    but  I 
shall  come  at  "once  to  what  bears  more 
directly  upon  the  subject  of  our  discussion ; 
I  mean  the  treaty  concluded  by  sir  Archi- 
bald Campbell  in  the  year  1787.— That 
treaty  was  in  part  pecuniary,  and  in  p$crt 
political ;.  it  provided  an  aimual  sum  for 
the  discharge  of  the  nabob's  debts,  and 
for  a  large  military  subsidy,  for  which  it 
appointed  a  landed  security  ;  and  it  pre- 
cluded him  from  entering  into  any  politi- 
cal negociations  or  controversies  with  any 
state  or  power,  without  the  consent  or  ap- 
probation of  the  president  in  council  of 
Fort  St.  George. — The  alledged  distresses 
of  the  nabob,  and  the  difficulties  he  pro- 
fessed to  feel  in  fulfilling  his  pecuniary 
engagements,  induced  lord  Comwallis  to 
consent  to  a  revision  of  this  treaty ;    and 
in  consequence  of  that  revision   a  new 
treaty  was  concluded  in  1792,  between 
the  British  government  in  India  and  Ma- 
hommed Ally,  known  by  the  name  of  lord 
Cornwallis's  treaty.    By  this  engagement 
the  nabob  was  relieved  from  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  burthen  of  his  payments, 
and  his  son  Omdut-ul-Omrah  was  acknow- 
ledged as  his  successor. — ^For  this  modifica- 
tion of  our  rights,  for  this  relief  of  the  na- 
bob, what  was  our  compensation  ?  A  re- 
cognized power  of  assuming  the  civil  and 
military  administration  in  time  of  war, 
which  we  had    before  really  possessed, 
and   practically   exercised  :     a  security, 
supposed  more  efficient,  for  the  regular 
and  permanent  discharge  of  the  military 
subsidy  ;  and  a  renewal,  in  more  precise 
terms,  of  the  article  precluding  all  politi- 
cal correspondence  between  the  nabobs  of 
the  Camatic  and  foreign  powers,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  British  government.''^ 


*  Tenth  article  of  Treaty  of  ITQQ.— 
"  The  said  Nawaub  shall  receive  regular  in- 
formation of  all  negociations  which  shall 
relate  to  declaring  war  or  to  making  peace, 
wherein  the  said  Company  may  engage, 
and  the  interest  of  the  Camatic  and  its 
dependencies  may  be  concerned ;  and  the 
ssrI  Nawaub  shall  be  considered  as  an 
ally  of  the  said  Company  in  all  treaties 
which  shall  in  any  respect  afiect  the  Car- 
natic,  and  countries  depending  thereon,  or 
belonging  to  either  of  the  contracting 
parties  contiguous  thereto;  and  the  said 
Nawaub  agrees  that  he  will  not  enter  into 
any  negociatioii  or  political  correspond 
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This  treaty,  exhibiting  on  our  part  nothing 
but  consideration   for  the   situation  and 
feelings  of  the  nabob,  and  giving  us  addi- 
tional claims  to  his  attachment  and  grati- 
tude, was  scarcely  concluded,  before  it 
was  basely  violated,  not  in  its  letter  mere- 
ly, but  in  its  vital  spirit  and  fundamental 
principle.     While  it  was  yet  actually  ne- 
gociating,  the  nabob  will  be  found  to  have 
commenced  a  correspondence,  not  w?th  an 
allied  or  friendly  power,  but  with  Tippoo 
Sultaun,  the  sworn  enemy  of  the  British 
nation,  with  whom  peace  was  only  a  pre- 
paration for  war,  and  the  undisguised  pur- 
pose of  whose  hostility  was  the  total  ex- 
tirpation of  our  name  from  the  peninsula 
of  India.     A  prince,  whose  very  act  and 
thought  bore  testimony  of  irreconcileable 
hate  ;  whose  daily  meditations  and  night- 
ly dreams,  presented  to  him  but  one  ob- 
ject, and  that  object  the  destruction  of  our 
empire.     With  this  man,  did  the  nabobs, 
Wallajah  and  Omdut  ul   Omrah,   (both 
parties  to  the  treaty  of  1792,)  while  the 
ink  was  yet  wet  with  which  they  signed 
their  engagements  to  be  faithful  to  us  ;  in 
contempt  of  that  solemn  tie,  in  defiance 
of  every  condition  by  which  their  power 
was  enjoyed  ;  with  this  man,  did  they  so- 
licit communion  and  correspondence ;  to 
his  projects  did  they  become  accessaries, 
and  for  his  successes,  did  the  aged  Walla- 
jah (as  he  tells  us)  weary  heaven  with  pe- 
titions.    Successes  which-  could  only  be 
obtained  by  our  loss,  and  triumphs  which 
could   arise   only  from  our  humiliations 
and  defeats. — What  rights  such  perfidy, 
when  detected,  confers,  I  shall  discuss  pre- 
sently.     The   first  question   is,   whether 
there  is  sufficient  proof  in  the  documents 
before  the  house  to  establish  the  charge. 
-^I  remember,  sir,  a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Sheridan,)  who  formerly  called  our  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  of  the  present  discus- 
sion, and  on  whose  powerful  aid,  the  hon. 
baronet  has  told  us,  he  places  his  chief  re- 
liance in  this  day's  conflict,  when  address- 
ing you  on  one  of  the  preliminary  discus- 
sions relative  to  the  production  of  papers, 
implored  the  house  to  weigh  well  the  de- 
licacy of  the  situation  in  which  it  stood, 
in  coming  to  the  consideration  of  this 
transaction.     Who,  he  asked,  was  the  ac- 
cuser?   the   British   government.      Who 
the  judge  r  the  British  government.     To 
whom  accrued  the  benefit  of  the  convic- 

dcnce  with  any  European  or  native  pow- 
er, without  the  consent  of  the  said  Com- 
pany.*' 


tion }  the  British  government.     This,  sir, 
is  true  ;    and  I  hope  with  these  impres- 
sions, and  with  an  honest  wish  to  decide 
without  prejudice,  I  entered  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  il.     I  know  not  what  credit 
I  may  have  with  the  hon.   gent,  when  I 
declare  the  result  of  that  consideration  to 
have  been,  a  conscientious  conviction,  that 
the  charge  against  the  nabobs  was  sub- 
stantiated.    I  do  not  me?»n,  that  the  evi- 
dence is  such  as*  the  strict  accuracy  of  a 
British  court  of  justice  might  require;  but 
that  there  arises  from  it  that  degree  of 
presumption,  on  which  nations  have  uni- 
versally acted,  and  on  which  nations  must 
act  if  they  have   any  regard   for  their 
safety.     There  is  reason  for  caution  un- 
doubtedly, but  caution  ought  not  to  de- 
generate   into    timidity ;    and   1   own  I 
should  have  little  respect  for  that  man, 
and  think  him  little  fitted  for  his  situa- 
tion, who,  entrusted  with  the  affairs  of  a 
great  people,  from  apprehension  of  the 
clamour  of  the  misrepresentation  and  injus- 
tice he  might  eventually  experience,  could 
consent  to  sacrifice  one  atom  of  the  in- 
terests he  was  delegated  to  preserve. — 
The  evidence  is  of  two  kinds,  partly  to  be 
found  in  the  correspondence,  and  partly 
in  the  conduct  of  the  nabob.     The  first 
part  I  shall  consider  is  the  correspondence. 
— After  the  fall   of  Seringapatam,   it  is 
known  that  all  the  papers  of  the  sultaun 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British  govern- 
ment.    In  these  papers  were  discovered 
the  various  negociations  in  which  he  had 
been  engaged  "with  different  powers,  and 
amongst  them,  a  correspondence  impli- 
cating the  nabobs  Wallajah  and  Omdut  ul 
Omrah,  carried  on  through  the  vakeels, 
who  attended  the  sons  ot  Tippoo  when 
hostages  at  Madras,  for  the  performance 
of  the  conditions  of  peace  in  1792. — Of 
the  authenticity  of  these  papers,  the  hon. 
baronet  has  not  ventured  to  express  much 
doubt.     In  fact,  sir,  they  are  so  recog- 
nized by  the  evidence  of  the  vakeels  them- 
selves, through  whom  the  communications 
passed,  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  rest  on 
the  circumstance  of  their  transmission  by 
the  governor  general,  whose  authority,  in- 
dependant  of  that  circumstance,  I  would 
not  condescend  to  balance  against  the  sup- 
position of  the  khans,  that  it  was  possible 
they  might  have  been  introduced  among 
Tippoo's  papers,  by  enemies  of  the  nabob 
Omdut  ul  Omrah.— Assuming  then  their 
authenticity,  they  prove  in  the  nrst  instance, 
that  a  correspondence  was  carried  on  be- 
tween Tippoo  Sultaun  tind  the  nabobs  of 
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the  Carnatic,  through  a  secret  and  un- 
avowed  channel. — Fully  am  I  aware  of  the 
spirit  of  intrigue  prevailing  among  the 
princes  of  India ;  and  I  admit,  that  a  cor- 
respondence, which,  in  Europe,  would  in- 
fer a  violation  of  every  tie  of  honour  and 
good  faith,  may  not,  in  the  native  courts, 
be  always  liable  to  such  an  imputation : 
but,  to  that  I  must  answer,  that  the  British 
government  was  known  to  act  on  other 
principles ;  that  it  was  known  to  appre- 
hend danger  from  such  correspondence ; 
that  it  had  anxiously  precluded  them  in 
two  successive  treaties,  and  that  the  nabobs 
had  eveiy  reason  to  be  sufficiently  con- 
scious of  the  interpretation  we  should  put 
upon,  and  the  indignation  we  should  feel, 
at  the  discovery  of  such  clandestine  in- 
tercourse.—  The  first  observation,  then, 
that  presents  itself  is,  that  any  corres- 
pondence between  the  parties  in  question, 
was  at  least  a  ground  of  grave  suspicion. 
Next,  that  a  correspondence  carried  on  in 
defiance  of  the  warnings  arising  out  of  the 
treaties,  and  with  a  certainty  of  the  feel- 
ings Uiat  would  be  excited  by  the  detec- 
tion of  it,  could  not  be  one  of  idle  form  or 
empty  compliment ;  that  it  must  have  had 
,  distinct  objects,  and  objects  of  an  interest 
.commensurate  to  the  risk  incurred;  ob- 
jects which  demanded  secrecy,  and  ren- 
dered the  precautions  resorted  to,  not  su- 
perfluous ;  that  this  correspondence  must 
therefore  have  been  of  a  nature,  not  less 
important  in  itself  than  inconsistent  with 
the  relations  of  good  faith,  common  in- 
terest, and  friendly  connection,  in  which 
the  nabobs  stood  towards  the  British  go- 
vernment. Such,  I  say,  would  be  the  in- 
ference from  the  very  existence  of  a  se- 
cret correspondence,  between  parties  so 
circumstanced  as  the  nabobs  and  Tippoo 
Sultaun.  The  one,  our  ally,  united  to  us 
by  every  tie  that  can  be  supposed  binding 
on  man ;  the  other,  instigated  by  the  most 
inveterate  hate>  and  in  the  very  act  of 
meditating,  if  not  preparing  hostilities 
against  us. — If  this  interference  be  a  just 
one,  the  object  of  inquiiy  is,  next,  wheUier 
there  is  any  thing  in  the  contents  of  the 
papers  themselves  to  invalidate  or  destroy 
It,  or  whether  they  are  not,  (as  I  think 
they  will  be  found  to  be  when  fairly  ex- 
ammed,)  calculated  to  confirm  and  sup- 
port it,  and  wh^i  combined  i^th  subse- 
quent events,  to  establish  it  beyond  the 
possibility  of  refutation. — ^The  hon.  hart 
has  objected  to  these  papers  as  being  ex- 
tracts. It  is  true,  sir,  they  are  so ;  but 
ih%!t  tb«y  are  fairly  taken,  that  tliey  con- 


vey the  real  sense  and  purport  of  the 
letters  from  which  they  are  drawn,  is 
proved,  by  their  having  been  exhibited  to 
the  very  parties  who  wrote  them,  who,- 
dbposed  as  they  appear  in  the  course  of 
their  examinations,  to  make  the  inter- 
pretations they  give  most  favourable  to 
the  innocence  of  the  nabobs,  would  un- 
doubtedly have  urged  the  objection,  had 
they  recollected  or  perceived  the  omis- 
sion of  any  passages  in  the  letters,  likely 
to  contradict  the  obvious  tenor  of  the  ex- 
tracts produced. — ^To  the  general  truth  of 
what  is  related,  (though  the  expressions 
of  personal  regard  may  be,  as  indeed  they 
are  said  to  be,  occasionally  heightened,) 
the  very  situation  in  which  the  vakeels 
stood,  bear,  as  well  as  their  subsequent, 
examinations,  ample  testimony.  It  is 
scarce  possible  to  imagine  a  statement, 
generally  speaking,  more  to  be  relied  on, 
than  one  made  by  ministers  without  any 
visible  interest  to  deceive,  intended  tor  the 
guidance  of  their  sovereign's  conduct,  and 
of  a  sovereign  too,  of  the  character  of  the 
sultaun,  whose  vigilance  would  probably 
have  detected,  and  whose  arbitrary  and 
cruel  disposition  would  have  led  him  to 
punish,  any  material  deviation  from  tbe 
truth,  with  the  last,  and  most  exemplary 
severity.  —  The  general  style  of  these 
papers  is  that  of  extravagant  adulation 
towards  the  sultaun,  and  had  they  con- 
tained no  more,  I  should  have,  in  a  great 
measure,  agreed  with  the  hon.  baronet, 
that  they  would  have  been  little  entitled 
to  our  attention,  as  we  all  know,  that  in 
the  inflated  terms  of  eastern  correspon- 
dence, assurances  of  attachment  and  devo- 
tion, mean  frequently  nothing  beyond 
comm<H]  compliment,  or  at  most,  general 
firiendship  and  good  will. — ^But  to  come  to 
the  papers  themselves :  it  is  with  regret 
I  feel  that  the  hon.  baronet's  speech  nas 
imposed  upon  me  the  necessity  of  enters 
ing  into  a  detail  that  may  b^  fatiguing  to 
the  house;  but  I  can  assure  gentlemen, 
that  I  shall  detain  them  no  longer  than 
may  be  absolutely  requisite  to  do  justice 
to  the  cause  I  am  supporting,  and  will  call 
their  attention  to  those  points  only,  which 
appear  to  me  most  important  in  directing 
our  judgment,  and  which  are  generally 
confirm^  by  the  c6ncurring  testimony 
of  the  witnesses  examined  at  Vellore. — 
The  first  paper,  with  which  this  singular 
correspondence  commences/  relates  two 
separate  conversations,  which  appear  to 
have  taken  place  between  the  nabob  Wal- 
lajah,  and  the  vakeels  of  Tippoo,  on  tho 
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10th  and  13th  of  June  1792.  It  should 
.  seem,  that  from  the  events  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  course  of  the  last  years,  the 
nabob  entertained  some  doubts  of  the 
manner  in  which  his  proposition  might  be 
received,  and  that  some  management  waft 
requisite  in  the  introduction  of  it :  he 
therefore  begins  by  an  address  to  the  rul- 
ing passion  of  Tippoo's  mind,  his  bigotry 
and  ambition  to  be  universally  considered 
as  the  chief  pillar  and  champion  of  the 
Mahommedan  faith.  In  this  character,  the 
nabob  directs  his  address  to  him,  and 
follows  op  his  expressions  of  attachment 
to  the  faith,  and  to  him  the  protector  of  it, 
by  reprobating,  as  a  confederacy  formed 
for  the  subversion  of  religion,  thje  war  re- 
cently concluded.  A  war,  (if  ever  there 
iivas  one)  strictly  just  and  defensive  on  our 
part,  and  deriving  its  origin  from  the  un- 
warrantable aggressions  of  the  enemy; 
after  then  advertmg  to  the  events  of  former 
hostility  as  past  recal,  the  nabob  declares 
his  desire  to  establish  a  cordial  harmony 
with  the  suUaun,  and  earnestly  solicits  the 
vakeel  to  forward  his  purpose,  as  pregnant 
with  great  and  numberless  benefits  to  both 
parties.  Thus,  sir,  is  laid  the  foundation 
pf  this  extraordinary  correspondence,  an 
intercourse  between  the  nabobs  and  the 
sultaun. — ^Tlie  subsequent  conversation  is 
said  to  have  passed  in  the  presence  of  lord . 
ComwalHs.  His  expressions  of  attach- 
ment to  Tippoo,  his  dislike  of  the  war,  are 
both  expressed  indeed,  but  expressed  in 
more  guarded  terms.  The  circumstance, 
however,  to  which  I  particularly  wish  to 
call  your  attention  in  the  convei*sation,  is 
this,  that  not  one  syllable  is  breathed, 
which  indicates  the  connection  he  had 
proposed  in  the  former  one.  If,  as  it  has 
been  pretended,  this  was  perfectly  inno- 
cent, if  he  was  acting  only  in  conformity 
to  the  wishes  of  lord  Cornwallis,  and  this 
comiection  was  held  out  merely  to  conci- 
liate the  sultaun,  without  any  serious  in- 
tention attached  to  it,  why  this  difierence  ? 
why  the  suppression  of  all  mention  of  that 
which,  if  known,  could,  on  these  supposi- 
tions, be  known  only  to  his  advantage  ? — 
The  next  letter  on  which  I  wish  to  fix 
your  attention,  appears  marked  Ko.  4*. 
The  contents  of  the  intervening  ones  are 
confined  to  the  sultaun  and  his  ministers : 
they  relate  to  a  writing  and  a  couplet  con- 
nected with  a  secret  commission  he  had 
entrusted  to  them,  and  which  is  satisfacto- 
rily explained  in  the  evidence  :  on  them, 
therefore,  I  shall  ofier  no)Cominents,  but 
Afaall  come  to  No.  4.    In  this  also  a  con- 


versation is  related  between  the  nabob 
VVallajah  and  the  vakeels,  in  which  the 
former,  after  again  connecting  the  sultaun 
with  the  cause  and  maintenance  of  reli- 
gion, and  praying  to  God  to  preserve  him 
victorious  and  triumphant,  is  represented 
as  adverting  to  his  former  conversation, 
and  the  proposition  he  had  offered,  and 
inquirintr  if  the  vakeels  had  communicated 
it  to  the  sultaun,  and  received  a  favourable 
answer.  They  replied,  they  had  commu- 
nicated it ;  and  then  proceeded  to  convey 
the  answer  with  which  they  were  charged, 
and  which  amounts  to  a  ready  acceptance 
of  the  proposition,  on  the  ground  of  that 
friendship  which  ought  to  subsist  amongst 
the  professors  of  the  Mahomedan  faith. — 
It  is  at  least  manifest  from  this  letter,  that 
the  nabob  attached  an  interpretation  not 
quite  consistent  with  barren  compliment, 
to'  the  proposition  which  he  had  hazarded. 
Had  he  felt  that  it  was  in  the  common 
course  of  complimentary  intercouse  be-r 
tween  princes ;  had  he  felt  that  in  that 
light,  the  sultaun  would  have  received 
and  interpreted  it,  why  this  solicitude  for 
an  answer  which,  in  its  nature,  could  be 
nothing  but  an  echo  of  his  own  idle  and 
empty  compliment?  The  following  letter 
still  more  confirms  my  inference,  and 
shews  that  in  the  mind  of  Tippoo,  no 
more  than  in  that  of  the  nabob,  was  the 
proposition  in  question  considered  as  a 
mere  unsubstantial  illusion. — ^I'his  is  a  let- 
ter firom  Tippoo  Sultaun  to  his  ministers, 
expressive  of  his  sense  of  the  friendship 
of  the  nabob,  and  the  kindness  shewn  to 
his  sons,  with  the  strong  intimation  of  his 
hope  that  the  nabob  would  do  whatever 
may  tend  to  the  support  of  the  religion  of 
Mahomed. — What  precise  expectation  this 
is  intended  to  convey,  is  beyond  my  power 
t9  asceitain  with  distinctness,  but  the  na- 
tui-e  of  the  services  looked  for,  may  be  in 
some  slight  degree  conjectured,  as  well 
from  what  is  deemed  generally  necessary 
to  the  support  of  the  cause  of  the  Maho- 
medan faith,  namely  the  co-operation  of 
all  Mussulmans  for  the  destruction  of 
infidels,  as  from  the  knov^n  views  and 
sentiipents  of  the  suUaun,  and  the  services 
we  shall  find  hereafter  to  have  been  actu- 
ally rendered  to  him  by  the  unquestion- 
able fidelity  of  this  our  ancient  and  trusty 
ally. — Notwithstanding  the  contempt  with 
which  the  worthy  b^ironet  has  affected  to 
treat  t(ie  correspondence  generally;  he  has 
vouchsafed,  liot  without  reason,  to  honour 
the  next  paper  with  a  considerable  portion 
of  his  attention,  and  laboured,  if  not  suc- 
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cessfully,  certainly  zealously,  to  destroy  the 
effect  which  such  a  paper  cannot  fail  to 
produce.  It  professes  to  be  the  key  to  a 
cypher — it  bears  the  strongest  internal 
evidence  of  having  been  contrived  for  cor- 
respondence embracing  political  subjects, 
and  is  authenticated  by  the  signature  of 
Omdut  ul  Omrah  himself — Ally  Reza 
Khan,  one  of  the  vakeels,  gives  you  .the 
history  and  intention  of  it.  He  is  asked 
if  he  ever  saw  the  paper,  he  says,  '  I 
'  have — it  was  instituted  by  Wallajah  for 
'  the  purposes  of  secret  communication, 

*  and  the  original,  I  believe,  is  written  in 
'  pencil  by  Khader  Newaz,  or  some  per- 
'  son  about  the  nabob  Wallajah.'  He 
says  afterwards,  '  To  my  knowledge  it 
'  was  never  brought  into  use,  it  having 
'  been  intended  for  use  after  the  departure 
'  of  the  hostages,  in  case  of  necessity.' 
Again,  '  It  was  delivered  to  Gholam  Ally 

*  Khan  by  Khader  Newaz  Khan,  and  to 
'  me  at  my  departure  (to  Seringapatam) 

*  by  Gholam  Ally  Khan,  who  told  me  it 
'  had  been  composed  for  communication 
'  between  Tippoo  Sultaun  and  the  nabobs 
'  Wallajah  and  Omdut  ul  Omrah.  Tliat  a 
'  copy  should  be  given  to  Tippoo,  and  the 

*  original  brought  back  to  Madras.  Tip- 
«  poo  Sultaun,  however,  kept  the  origi- 
'  nal.' — No  one  will  feel  surprize  that 
some  pains  should  be  taken  to  discredit 
and  invalidate  this  fatal  document ;  but 
till  the  ingenuity  or  eloquence  of  the  hon. 
gent,  can  erase  the  contents  of  it,  till 
ne  can  rail  away  the  signature  that  au- 
thenticates it,  or  convpletely  pervert  the 
course  of  human  understanding,  here  it 
remains,  and  will  ever  remain,  an  irre- 
fragable testimony  of  the  faithlessness  and 
duplicity  of  which  it  was  devised  to  be 
the  instrument.  We  are  told  cyphers  are 
common  in  India — it  may  be  so;  but  to 
be  used,  I  apprehend,  as  cyphers  are 
habitually  used  in  Europe,  in  confiden- 
tial communications  between  a  minister 
and  his  court:  but  this  I  believe  is  the 
first  instance  in  the  history  of  cyphers 
in  which  one  was  ever  devised  to  be  the 
means  of  communication  between  two 
courts  ;  if  there  ever  was  such  an  instance, 
I  shall  be  most  thankful  to  learn  where  it 
is  to  be  discovered. — In  his  endeavours  \o 
throw  discredit  dn  this  document,  the  hon. 
baronet  has  resorted  to  the  observation  of 
the  key  and  the  cypher  being  upon  the 
same  paper.  The  very  mode,  sir,  of  its 
transmission,  in  the  course  of  which  it  was 
to  pdss  only  through  the  most  confidendal 
hands,  may  sufficiently  account  for  this 


circumstance.  It  is  said  too  to  be  so 
aukward  and  ill-contrived,  that  it  never 
could  answer  the  purposes  of  secresy  :  Be 
it  so,  be  it  as  wanting  ingenuity  as  you 
will.  What  is  its  ingenuity  to  the  pur- 
pose ?  Ingenious  or  otherwise,  it  is  still  a 
cypher ;  and  no  cypher  is  instituted  ex- 
cept with  the  intention  of  concealing  what 
is  supposed  to  require  concealment.  If 
we  make  this  admission,  (and  bow  is  it 
to  be  refused)  if  we  believe  the  account 
given  by  Ally  Reza  Khan,  which  there  is 
no  reason  to  dispute,  can  we  doubt  that 
the  correspondence  of  which  this  cypher 
was  the  intended  instrument,  in  case  of 
necessity  at  a  future  time,  was  felt  to 
be  of  a  nature  to  involve  matters  to 
which  concealment  was  essential  ?  and  to 
what  correspondence  such  a  concealment 
could  be  essential,  except  to  one,  repug- 
nant to  the  existing  engagements  be- 
tween the  nabobs  of  the  Carnatic  and 
the  British  government,  I  own  myself  inca- 
pable of  imagining,  and  must  rely  on  those 

who  support  the  resolutions  to  explain 

Were  the  evidence  drawn  from  written 
papers  confined  to  this  document,  coupled 
with  the  details  already  adverted  to,  and 
combined  with  subsequent  circumstances, 
I  should  think  it  far  from  inconsiderable. 
We  have  the  proposition  on  the  part  of 
the  nabob — -jthe  acceptance  on  the  part  of 
Tippoo,  and  in  consequence  of  the  har- 
mony, as  it  is  called,  so  established,  a  cy- 
pher manifestly  calculated  for  correspon- 
dence on  political  subjects,  and  avowedly 
devised  to  carry  on  the  purposes  of  such 
correspondence,  whenever  the  present 
channel  of  communication  between  the 
parties  should  cease  to  be  open.  To  have 
thus  conveyed  to  Tippoo,  under  every  pre- 
caution of  secresy,  the  means  of  communi- 
cation, means  which  anticipated  all  the 
chances  of  interruption  with  a  providence 
and  anxiety  nothing  but  objects  the  most 
important  could  call  forth,  would,  in  it- 
self, prove  the  eager  solicitude  in  the  na- 
bob to  maintain  a  connection  with  a  prince, 
who,  inexorably  hostile  towards  the  British 
power,  not  only  habitually  cherished,  but, 
at  the  very  instant,  was  meditating  hostile 
projects  against  it.  Had  we  no  more  than 
this,  I  say,  it  would  warrant,  not  simply  a 
suspicion  of  the  most  faithless  designs,  but 
would  amount,  if  not  to  a  literal  inmctiou 
of  the  subsisting  treaty, > at  least  to  a  vir- 
tual violation  of  the  vital  spirit  of  it,  and 
justify  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the 
protection  of  our  rights  and  interests  in 
the  Carnati'c^  from  the  injury  to  which 
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they  might  be  expo«ed  by  the  infidelity  or 
treachery  of  oar  ally. — About  this  period 
it  appears  that  Ally  Reza  Khan  made  a 
journey  to  Seringapatam ;  it  is  mentioned 
m  the  next  letter,  the  principal  object  of 
it  is  explained  by  the  evidence  as  having 
been  to  impress  with  greater  force  upon 
the  miod  of  the  sultaun,  the  representa- 
tions of  lord  Cornwallis,  relative  to  the 
prisoaers  still  detained,  and  the  cruelty 
with  which  they  were  treated  ;    the  allu- 
sions in  it  are  said  to  apply  to  lord  Corn- 
wallis  and  Wallajah.     On  tjiis  letter  I  shal  I 
not  detain  you  with  any  remark,  beyond 
calling  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
journey  adverted  to,  and  the  period  at 
which  it  took  place.     I  proceed,  then,  to 
the  two  which  follow.    They  are  from 
Tippoo  to  the  nabobs  Wallajah  and  Om- 
dut  ul  Omrah :  they  contain  little  more 
than  professions  of  regard,  and  merit  ob- 
servation only  on  account  of  the  applica- 
tion of  some  of  the  designations  in  the  cy- 
pher, as  *  the  well-wisher  of  mankind  '  to 
the  nabob  Wallajah,  '  the  distinguished  in 
friendship'  to  Ally  Reza  Khan.  The  second 
of  these,  however,  from  a  supposed  trivial 
mistake  in  the  title  of  it,  has  been  selected 
by  the  hoi^.  baronet,  and  treated  as  a  con- 
victed fabrication.    If,  sir,  there  is  one 
letter  more  than  another,  that  bears  inter- 
nal evidence  of  its  own  authenticity  it  is 
this :  for  in  the  whole  collection  there  is 
scarce  one  of  so  little  importance.     Had 
those  who  conducted  the  transaction,  in 
question  been  capable  of  condescending  to 
any  forgery  as  the  means  of  warranting  it ; 
had  they  really  introduced  a  fictitious  let- 
ter into  the  correspondence,  it  is  not  surely 
presuming    much  to  suppose  that  they 
would   have  introduced  one  that  might 
have  borne  strongly  upon  the  point  it  was 
dieir  natural  object  to  establish,  and  from 
which  powerfiil  inferences  might  be  de- 
duced.   But  from  this  it  would  require 
more  than  human  ingenuity  to  extract  any 
thin^  of  real  importance.    And  if  it  be  a 
fabrication,  it-  is  not  only  improbable  in 
respect  to  the  character,  and  unworthy  of 
the  ability  of  those  to  whom  it  must  be 
attributed,  but  certainly  the  most  gratui- 
tous and  unprofitable  one  that  ever  was 
committed. — ^The  harmony  and  union  be- 
ing thus,  sir,  established,  the  letter  we  now 
are  to  consider  begins  to  display  the  fimits 
of  it ;  to  'this  I  shall  join  No.  12,  because 


join 
the  observations,  applicable  to  that  imme- 
diately before  me,  are,  in  a  great  degree, 
applicable  to  both.  They  alike  convey 
intelligence  (^  considerable  moment  to  thie 
Wqu  XI. 


sultaun's  interests,  and  advice  for  the  re- 
gulation t)f  his  conduct  as  arising  out  of  it. 
They  alike  expressly  refer  to  the  good  iu|- 
derstanding  recently  established,  and  may 
be  not  imfairly  admitted  as  a  proof  of  the 
nature  of  those  services  which  the  sultauti 
appears  to  have  expected  Irom  the  nabob, 
as  tending  to  the  support  of  the  Mahom- 
raedan  faith. — Before  I  proceed    to   the 
contents  of  these  two  letters,  I  beg  to  be 
allowed  to  put  it  to  every  man  who  hears 
lue,  with  what  impressions  he  would  learn, 
that    a   person   who    had .  received  the 
most  substantial  benefits  from  this  coun- 
try, who,  maintained  by  its  bounty,  and 
existing  but  by  its  protection,  after  soli- 
citing and*  establishing  a  secret  intercourse 
with  a  foreign  power,  had  been  detected 
in  conveying  to  it  intelligence,  and  sug- 
gesting counsels  for  the  government  of  its 
measures,  at  a  period  too,  when,  though 
nominally  at  peace,  it  was   known  not 
only  to  entertam  the  most  inveterate  en- 
mity toward  us,  but  was  suspected  of  ac- 
tually preparing  to  give  e£fect  to  that  en- 
mity ?     Suppose,  for  instance,   that  one 
under  these  circumstances  had  been  de- 
tected at  any  time,  in  writing  to  the  French, 
or  any  foreign  government  actuated  by 
feelings  similar  to  those  of  France,  in  terms 
of  this  kind  :  "  The  conduct  you  are  pur- 
'suing  excites  suspicion — ^be  more  cau- 

*  tious — ^this  is  not  the  moment  to  com- 
'  mence  hostilities  with  any.  prospect  of 
'  advantage.  There  is  now  a  minister  who 
'  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  country-^ 
'  who  is  capable  of  calling  out  all  its  re- 
'  sources,  apd  directing  tli^m  against  you 
'  with  energy  and  success — ^wait  a  little— 
'  symptoms  of  a  change  in  our  counsels, 
'  manifest  themselves,  and  there  appears 

*  the  chance  of  a  successor  the  very  re- 
'  verse  of  the  minister  I  have  described : 
'  when  this  change  takes  place,  you  may 
'  prosecute  your  hostile  purposes  without 
'  apprehension.' — ^Or,  imagine,  sir,  the  de- 
sign of  the  hostile  power  to  be  the  invasion 
of  this  kingdom,  and  the  person  I  am  sup- 
posing had  written   '  Do  not  attempt  to 

*  invade  Great  Britain.  Here  every  man 
'  is  devoted  to  the  government  of  his  coun- 
'  try,  and  every  arm  will  be  raised  to 
'  drive  you  from  its  shores — Here  your 
'  attempt  can  only  expose  you  to  inevita- 

*  ble  destruction :  but,  there  are  other 
'  parts  of  the  British  empire  more  vulnera- 

*  ble,  where  you  may  possibly  find  less  of 
«  nni<Mi,  or  less  preparation  to  resist  your 
'  attacks*;  there  direct  your  efforts  ;  but 
'  as  you  tender  your  hopes  of  success,  or 
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his  dangerous  connection  with  thie  French, 
but  to  communicate  with  them  less  direct- 
ly— to  refrain  for  the  present  from  open 
correspondence,  and  to  confine  his  inter- 
course to  verbal  communication.    To  the 
nature  of  that  intercourse  we  must,  there- 
fore, conclude  the  nabob  to  have  been  no 
iBlranger,  and  his  suggestion  the  result  only 
of  his  interest  for  its  safe  continuance,    " 
without  interruption  or  observation  from 
us ;  an  intercourse  doubtless  most  friend- 
ly to  the  British  power  :    between  parties 
such  as  Tippoo  Sultaun  and  the  French, 
how  could  it  be  otherwise  ? — I  shall  con- 
clude my  remarks  on  these  important  do- 
cuments, by  observing,  that  the  intelli- 
gence contained  in  them  is,   in  both  in- 
stances, referred  to  the   union  and  friend- 
ship established  between  the  nabob  and 
the   sultaun.      Both  instances  prove  the 
hostile  designs  then  meditated  by  the  lat- 
ter ;  and  that  the  nabob,  neither  ignorant 
of  them,  or  unsolicitous  for  their  success, 
was  prepared  to  avail  himself  of  whatever 
means  might  be  in  his  power,  to  promote 
and  assist  their  accomplishment. — ^Though 
the  obvious  connection  of  the  two  letters 
I  have  just  commented  upon,  led  me  for  a 
moment  to  pass  the  one  that  intervenes,  I 
cannot  consent  to  leave  it  entirely  unno- 
ticed ;    containing,  as  it  does,  a  message  . 
from  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  in  his  own  name, 
expressive  of  the  most  fervent  attachment 
to  the  sultaun,  followed  by  a  promise,  that, ' 
please  God,  at  a  proper  time,  his  fidelity 
should  be  manifest.    I  notice  it  first,  be- 
cause it  shews  how  cordially  Omdot  ul 
Omrah  acted,  not  merely  as  the  minister 
of  his  fetber,  but  as  a  substantias!  party  in 
this  n^gociation,  and  still  more,  because 
in  this  promise  so  given,  will  be  found  the 
key  to  his  subsequent  conduct:    it  will 
hereafter  be  seen,  when  the  occasion  did 
occur,  how  he  remembered    the    pledge 
he    had    given,  and    redeemed    it  with 
but    too   faithful    punctuality. — ^The  se- 
cresy  that  k  one  of  the  striking    cha- 
racters of   the    whole   transaction,  now 
increases    in    an    extraordinary  degree. 
New  precautions  are  devised,  and  the  in- 
terviews with  the  vakeels,   (which    had 
never  been  hitherto  subject  to  any  restric- 
tion) are  covered  by  fictitious  pretences, 
totally  foreign  to  their  real  objects.-^The 
letter  I  next  refer  to,  relates  a  meeting  to 
which  the  vakeels  were  invited,  under 
pretence  of  seeing  a  mosque,  but  for  the 
real  purpose  of  learn'uig  something  of  a 
secret  nature,  which  the  nabob  Wallajah 
had  long  felt  a  wish  to  convey  to  them.^ 
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' '  your  escape  from  destruction,  avoid  an 

•  invasion  of  England/  If,  sir,  such 
counsels  were  detected,  accompanied  with 
every  expression  of  attachment  and  devo- 
tion to  that  power  and  to  its  cause,  I  ask, 

'■  What  would  be  the  impression  on  every 
unprejudiced  mind  ?  would  it  be,  that  this 
was  done  in  the  spirit  of  loyalty,  and  zeal 
for  the  service  ot  this  country  ? — that  in 
one  instance  it  was  to  obviate  the  calami- 
ties of  war — in  the  other,  to  avert  the 

•  perils  of  invasion  from  the  shores  of  Eng- 
land ?  Or,  is  there  a  man  who  would  not 

'  feel  that  such  counsel  must  be  intended 
for  the  benefit  of  the  adverse  power,  and 
that  it  spoke  the  language,  as  it  betrayed 
the  heart,  of  an  enemy  and  a  traitor  > — 
•Having  made  this  observation,  I  beg  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  the  letters  in 
question.  They  relate  two  messages  con- 
veyed through  AJader  Newaz  Khan,  a  per- 
son enjoying  a  great  share  of  the  confi- 
dence of  the  nabobs  of   the  Carnatic. 

•  Tippoo,  as  it  seems,  was  endeavouring  to 
excite  and  combine  all  the  Indian  powers 
against  us ;  while  in  the  prosecution  of 

'  this  object,  the  activity  of  his  negotiations 
'  at  Poonah,  alarmed  the  vigilance  of  the 
British  resident,  who  immediately  appriz- 
ed the  supreme  government  of  his  suspi- 
cions.. This  comes  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  nabob ;  and  what  is  the  conduct  of 
our  faithfbl  friend  on  the  occasion  ?  He 
proceeds  directly  to  communicate  the  in- 
telligence be  had  received  to  the  sultaun, 
advising  htm,  at  the  same  time,  in  the 
'  spirit  of  that  cordiality  by  which  they 

•  were  united — to  do  what  ?  to  lay  aside, 
no  doubt,  his  hostile  designs,  to  cultivate 
friendship,  and  preserve  peace  with  the 
British  powCT  ?  No,  no,  quite  the  reverse, 
^e  advice  of  this  our  incomparable  ally, 
is  of  a  very  different  complexion,  (in  con- 
formity, no  doubt,  to  the  British  interests, 
and  the  views  of  its  government)  ;  it  pru- 
dently suggests  to  the  sultaun  the  policy 
of  suspending  his  measures,  till  the  ap- 
proacning  departure  of  lord  Cornwallis 
should  leave  the  field  open  to  him,  to  act 
wi^h  safety  and  effect ;  and  then,  what- 
ever might  be  his  highnessr's  pleasure 
would  be  riffht  and  proper.     Such  is  the 

•  purport  of  the  first  message.  The  second 
contains  also,  similar  information  and 
counsel,  relative  to  the  situation  of  the 
French  at  Pondicherry.  Nothing  is  now, 
«ays  the  nabobs  to  be  expected  ;  and  fol- 
lowing the  impuke  of  his  friendship  to- 
waids  the  sultaun,  he  adviscfr  him,  not  as 
•ue  should  expect,  to  detach  himself  from 
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the  interview  takes  place  in  a  tomb  near 
the  mosque,  and  a  question  is  put  to  them 
by  Omdot  ul  Omrah,  whether  they  had 
Ml  powers  ?  Bein^  satisiied  on  that  head, 
he  proceeds  to  dehver  to  them  a  message 
in  the  name  of  Waliajah  :  *  That  for  a 
'  long  time  there  had  been,  without  a 
'cause,  a  veil,  (or  want  of  cordiality)  be- 
'  tween  his  highness  and  your  majesty, 
'  which  had  been  productive  of  injuries  to 

*  both ;  but  now  that,  by  the  favour  of 

*  God,  a  S3r8tem  of  harmony,  such  as  is 
'♦  becoming  among  the  professors  of  Islam- 

*  isro,  had  taken  place,  his  highness  con- 

*  fidently  hoped  from  God,  the  prime  cause 
'  of  all,  that  the  time  past  might  be  am- 
'ply  redeemed;  that  for  his  highness's 
'own  part,  considering  from  his  heart 
'  himself,  his  country,  and  his  property 
'  to  belong  to  your  majesty,  he  had  made 
'  it  a  testamentary  injunction  to  his  chil- 
'  dren  and  family,  taking  God  and  his 
'  Holy  Prophet  to  witness,  to  pray  night 
'  and  day  for  the  pillar  of  faith,  (that  is 
'  to  say)  your  majesty ;  and  to  consider 

*  their  prosperity  and  welfare  as  insepara- 
'  biy  connected  with  your  majesty ;  that 
'  we  mutt  ascertain  your  majesty's  wishes 
'  on  this  head,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
'  both  ;  and  if  your  majesty  should  be, 
'  from  your  heart,  solicitous  of  this  pro- 
'  posed  cordial  harmony,  hib  highness 
'  would,  BBder  the  testimony  of  God  and 
'  his  prophet,  detail  to  us  his  sentiments 
'.fully  at  the  time  of  our  departure,  which, 
'please  God,  would  soon  take  place/ — 
Without  adverting  to  the  marriage,  which 
is  said  to  have  made  at  this  meeting  the 
aai^ect  of  a  separate  conversation  with 
Qholam  Ally,  I  must  remark  that,  either 
there  is  a  iftrange  confusion  in  this  mes- 
sage, or  the  words  friendship,  harmony, 
9lc*  nuit  be  understood  in  more  than  one 
meaning.  The  nabob  first  talks  of  har- 
mony being  established,  and  then  desires 
them  to  ascertam  if  Tippoo  is  really  de* 
^rons  of  the  proposed  cordial  harmony ; 
they  either  mean  different  things,  and 
more  is  contained  in  the  Utter  words  than 
at  first  appears,  or  the  passage  is  nonsense. 
Wh^,  we  are  tempted  to  ask,  is  there  any 
anxiety  about -fall  powers?  All  that  vras 
Br(]f>oted  in  its  simple  and  obvious  sense, 
had  been  long  ago  both  proposed  and 
eordially^  accepted.  To  desire  the  vakeels, 
liien,  to  aseeiiSidn  the  sukaual^a  disposition 
on  this,  poii^  appears  abiofaitely  absund, 
aad  we  have  no  other  way  of -extricating 
aimelves  from  the  dBficulty,'but>by  con- 
dnding,  tfaafe  iiiider  the  ymda^  <  cordial 


harmony,'  was  veiled  some  new  and  dis- 
tinct proposition,  comprehended  by  the 
vakeels  and  the  nabob,  and  involving  in  it 
what  was  far  beyond  any  common  mean- 
ing conveyed  by  the  expressions  in  which 
it  was  couched ;  as  well  as  beyond  that 
union  said  to  have  been  already  established 
between  the  nabob  and  the  sultaun.  It 
could  not  be  the  marriage,  because  Omdut 
ul  Omrah  appears  to  be  a  party  in  it ;  and 
it  is  only  in  the  succeeding  letter  we  find 
he  had  been  induced  to  take  any  share,  or 
interest  himself  in  the  neeociation  relating 
to  the  marriage. — ^The  following  letter  de- 
scribes also  a  similar  meeting  in  a  garden, 
under  an  equally  fictitious  pretext,  with 
this  difference,  that  it  was  solicited  on  the 
part  of  the  vakeels.  Omdut  ul  Omrah  is 
there  stated  to  have  conjured  them  not  to 
commit  to  writing  some  expressions  he 
used,  saying,  that  he  so  expressed  himself 
out  of  regard  to  the  faith,  and  his  friend* 
ship  towards  the  protector  of  it.  In  the  last 
paragraph  of  this  letter  it  is  mentioned>  that 
they  had  induced  Omdut  ul  Omrah  to  lay 
the  foundation  of  the  connection  by  mar- 
riage. To  those  who  i^fer  to  this  letter 
it  will  be  clear,  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  marriage  is  mentioned,  that  whatever 
was  conveyed  under  the  mysterious  ex* 
pressions  that  were  not  to  be  committed 
to  writing,  it  had  no  reference  or  connec- 
tion with  the  marriage.  The  marriage,  if 
at  all  a  subject  of  negociation,  was  en- 
trusted exclusively  to  Gholam  Ally  Khan, 
it  is  stated  that  a  negodaftion  for  marriage 
is  a  matter  of  much  delicacy  among  the 
Mahommedans,  the  nabob,  therefore,  would 
certainly  not  propose  to  tueat  on  it  with 
both  the  vakeels  jointly.  I|  appears  be- 
sides, that  separate  conversations  took 
f>lace  between  Omdut  ul  Omrah  and  Gho-  ' 
am  Ally  Khan,  at  each  of  these  meetings, 
said  to  be  in  relation  to  that  subject,  but 
we  learn  from  the  evkience  of  Gholam 
Ally  Khan,'  that  what  they  were  ccmjured 
not  to  commit  to  writing,  was  communi- 
cated to  both.  The  short  extract  from  a 
letter  of  the  suHaun  too  is  a  confirmation* 
of  this  argument,  and  seems  to  leave  no 
question  of  the  marriage  and  the  subject 
of  these  confidential  expressions  to  be 
totally  distinct.  He  directs  them  to  in- 
form him  of  the  expressions' of  Omdut  ul 
Omrah,  a^  the  'thing you  know  of,'  which 
is  explained  by  the  evidence  always  to 
■lean  the  marriage.  What  then  was  the 
puiport  of  these  expressions  ?  Ally  Reza 
says,  it  w^  confined  *to  profession^  of  at- 
tachnient,  and  to  information  relative  to 
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the  French.  Now,  sir,  it  cannot  be  for- 
ffotten  that  Both  these  had  been  long  be- 
fore communicated  and  written,  and  could 
BOt,  therefore,  require  that  solemn  injunc- 
tion of  secresy  that  was  imposed.  We 
are  thus  reduced,  I  ^8ay,  to  the  necessity 
of  doing  one  of  two  things,  either  totally 
withdrawing  our  belief  from  Ally  Reza 
Khan's  account  of  what  passed;  or  in 
admitting  the  truth  of  it,  to  admit,  tliat 
under  the  words,  friendship,  attachment, 
and  regard,  was  veiled  a  sense  little  cor- 
responding, in  point  of  comprehension  and 
^ect,  to  that  in  which  they  are  usually 
accepted. —  The  ceremony  which  is  re- 
lated in  the  ensuine  letter,  as  having 
taken  place  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tions of  the  sultaun,  in  the  Jaumah 
mosque,  does  not  immediately  involve 
eiUier  Wallajah,  or  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  as 
the  3F0uneer  branches  of  the  family  appear 
to  have  alone  been  present.  The  remark, 
l^erefore,  that  I  wish  to  offer  on  thb  docu- 
ment, relates  rather  to  the  sultaun — the 
probability  of  his  anxiety  to  connect  him- 
self with  the  nabob,  and  the  prevailing 
Surpose  in  his  mind,  of  the  connection  he 
esired.  It  has  been  held  out  that  the 
sultaun  was  indifferent  to  the  pretended 
advances  of  the  nabobs ;  and,  it  has  been 
asked,  what  benefit  could  he  possibly 
hope  from  such  a  comiection?  —  Why 
should  he  be  solicitous  to  contract  ties 
with  persons  so  little  able  to  assist  him  as 
the  princesof  the  Carnatic  ?^ — The  question 
is  satisfactorily  answered  by  the  evidence 
of  Ally  Reza  Khan.  He  tells  you,  it  was 
the  saltaun's  object  to  unite  all  mus^ul- 
men  for  the  purpose  of  extirpating  the 
English.  It  appears  too,  that  though  an 
oath  of  fidelity  on  this  occasion  was  ad- 
mbistered  to  the  subjects  of  Tippoo  only, 
^  yet  that  an  exhortation  was  addressed  to 
wl  who  were  present;  and  the  intention 
of  it  was  to  attach  the  mussulmen  to  the 
suUaun,  and  to  reprove  them  for  adhering 
to  those  of  a  different  persuasion.  Let  me 
ask,  then,  if  the  sultaun  did  entertain  the 
object  thus  ascribed  to  him,  the  truth  of 
which  is  beyond  dispute  ?  if  he  conde- 
scended, as  stated  in  this  letter,  to  appeal 
to  the  lowest  of  oor  subjects,  with  the 
▼lew  of  subvertiag  their  allegiance,  and  of 
attaching  thcfm  to  his^ caused  must  it  not 
be  evident  that  he  would  be  nlost  anxious 
to  win  over  by  every  means  in  his  power, 
not  only  a  most  considerable  member  of 
Islamism,  but  a  prince  whose  influctnce 
extended  over  those  very  people,  wjhom 
be  had  thii*  sfafewn  his  desire  to^euKst  uader 


his  standard,  ai|d  who  possessed  sudi  means 
for  aiding  him  in  tlie  prosecution  of  the 
object  nearest  to  his  lieart  ?  Is  it  credible, 
then,  that  he  would  have  slighted  such  a 
prince,  and  neglected  the  prcMoered  advan* 
tages  of  his  frj^dship  and  assistance  ?— 
The  delivery  of  the  hostages,  and  the  re- 
turn of  the  vakeels  to  their  master,  took 
place  in  the  interim  between  the  date  of 
this  letter,  and  that  of  the  one  which  fol- 
lows, a  letter,  in  some  points  of  view,  of 
considerable  importance.  It  is  addressed 
to  Gholam  Ally,  under  the  fictitious  signa- 
ture of  Gholaom  Hussein,  but  written  in 
the  hand  of  Omdut  ul  Omrah.  The  diffi- 
culty and  danger  of  communicatjon  suffi- 
ciently accounts  for  the  purport  of  it  be- 
ing so  little  detailed,  but  those  who  have' 
attended  to  the  preceding  letters,  will 
easily  trace  in  it  a  continuation  of  the  for- 
mer expressions  of  attachment,  founded  on 
the  same  basis,  the  maintenance  of  the 
Mahommedan  faith,  so  well  adapted^  and 
so  conciliating  to  the  spirit  to  which  they 
were  addressed. — '  Repeat  this  couplet/  hie 
says,  *  on  my  part,  to  the  sultaun.' — In  the 
'  preservation  of  thy  person  is  the  perpetual 

*  permanence  of  the  faifjh.    Let  him  not 

*  remain  who  wisheth  not  thy  preservatiom' ' 
— How  unlike  is  this  to  the  coldness  of  the 
avowed  letter  of  form,  written  on  the 
same  occasion,  namely,  the  marriages  of 
two  of  the  sons  of  Tippoo,  and  transmitted 
through  the  British  govemmei^  '  I  have 
received,'  says  the  nabob,  *  your  letter,- 
'  informing  me  of  the  celebration  of  the 
'  weddings  of  Abdul  Khaleh  and  Moham- 

*  med  Moiz  ud  Deen»  together  with  a  dress* 
'  and  jewels,  and  are  made  happy  beyond 
'  measure  by  this  agreeable  intelligence-— 
'  may  the  Almighty  render  this  events 
'  happy.'  How  impossible  it  is  not  to  be 
struck  with  the  marked  difference  of  tha* 
sentiment  of  the  codplet  from  the  style  ofi 
the  letter  I  have  just  read,  and  why  this 
difierence?  Why  ?  but  that  one  is  intend- 
ed to  convey  what  the  other  is  intended 
to  conceal. — In  the  year  1795>  the  nabob  ^ 
Wallah  died,  ai&d  Omdut  ul  Omrah  8UC-> 
ceeded  to  the  musnud.  An  embassy, 
charged  with  the  comfiliments  usual  on 
such  occasions,  was  sent  by  the  soltaua;. 
the  letters.  No.  18  and  19,  are  from  die 
ambassadors ;  but  there  is  nothhig  relat^^ 
except  one  long  couversatiofi  about  nmoii» 
and  firiendship,  on  which  his  highness  \m 
said  to  have  expatiated  wil^  gxm^  wannth** 
It  is  indeed  stated,  that  the  vakeels  em^ 
ployed  on  Hhif  occamawere  not  persont 
fo.  whom  aaegociation  of  much  deticacjp 
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was  likely  in^  b«  entmstted: — at  the 
time,  we  matt  obserre,  thait  the  following 
letter  from  Omdut  ul  Omrah  BMike&  a  rei- 
ference  to  bis  communuealiooa  witk  them* 
as  if  somethi&g  had  passed  coimected  with 
the  former  intercourse.  This  letter  \a, 
like  the  other,  marked  with  the  fictitious 
name  of  Gholam  Hussein,  and  addressed 
to  Gholam  Ally.  The  introdqctioii  of  it 
is  material  only  on  account  pf  the  refer* 
eace  I  have  stated,  and  as  it  carries  on 
the  existence  of  the  correspondence  to  so 
late  a  period  preceding  the  Mysore  war^ — 
The  impression  of  the  naUure  of  that  re* 
ference  is  forcibly  confixmed  by  the  iiub^ 
sequent  letter  from  Khader  Neiva?  Khavt, 
the  confidential  minister  before  alluded  to, 
whose  name  appears  more  than  once  as 
Uie  channel  of  c<miMuaicatHm  between 
the  nabobs  and  the  vakeels.  Advertii^ 
in  this  to  his  previous  serriGes,  he  (^onen^ 
tttlates  himself,  and  thanks  the  AlQiighty, 
that  the  system  of  harmony  and  union  be* 
tween '  the  two  chosen  of  the  Lord/  (mean- 
ing Tippoo  Sultaun  and  Omdut  h1  (^urah,) 
calculated  to  promote  the  happiness  of 
God's  people,  and  which  his  labours  had 
been  employed  in  establishing,  had  ac- 
quired the  requisite  degree  of  stability 
and  firmness.  The  aulhesticity  of  th^ 
letter  is  fuU^  ^ported  by  the  oral  testi- 
mony ;  nor  is  there  any  thing  that  has  a 
tendency  to  invalidate  the  obvious  infer- 
ence resulting  firom  it.  It  stands  then  as  a 
convincing  testimony,  that  whatever  that 
mysterious  and  enigmatical  connection, 
established  under  the  name. of  uoion  and 
harmony,  really  was,  it  waa  in  force  and 
operation  up  to  the  year  1797  ;  that  the 
same  sentiments  which  impelled  Omdut  ul 
Omrah  to  participate  in,  aind  conduct  the  in- 
tercourse during  .the  lifetime  of  his^father ; 
the  same  supposed  interests,  the  same  al^- 
tacbment  to  the  cause  of  the  sultaun  that 
bad  previously  governed  and  animated  his 
exertions,  accompanied  him, undiminished, 
to  the  throne,  where  he  waited  only  for  an 
opportunity  favourable  to  his  friendship, 
and  an  emergency  io  which  the  fidelity  he- 
had  solemnly  promised  could  be  manifested 
with  efifect — ^Though  many  additional  re- 
marks on  the  contents  of  the  several  pa- 
pers of  the  correspondence  obviously  pre- 
sent themselves,  I  will  not  further  exhaust 
the  patience  of  the  house  by.  continuing 
them ;  and  in  here  concludii^p  this  part  of 
the  subject  I  only  r^cet  that  a  aense  of 
justice  to  the  question  before  us  should 
have  made  m^  mel  it  a  duty  to  dwell  on 
h  so  much  at  length.    Bot^s^^on  thejde-* 
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grte  of  convictiott  resulting  from  these 
docMuents,  much  must  depend.  The  in* 
ferences  I  have  deduced,  the  conclusions  I 
haive  drawn,  the  impressions  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  infbrce,  I  must  leave  to  the 
jiMigment  of  the  house.  I  can  only  say, 
that  to  mine  they  are  decisive,  and  that 
each  mspicion  the  existence  of,  such  a 
coirrespondence  e&eites,  appears  to  me  to 
derive  validity  and  confirmation  from  every . 
step  we  advance  in  examiniug  its  contents^ 
AU  the  hcts  they  discover  are  so  tar  from 
bemg  viceakened  by  the  oral  evidence,  (if 
indeed  such  evidence  could  weaken  the 
authority  of  an]^  written  docum'eatb)  that, 
they  ace  more  distinctly  corroborated  and* 
established.  Without  troubling  you  by 
dwelling  particularly  on  the  evidence 
taken  at  Vellore,  but  leaving  it  to  those  ob« 
servations  which  must  strike  any  ftiind 
from  the  most  cursory  attention  to  it,  aU. 
lowingalso  to  the  witnesses  whatever  credit 
pan  be  churned  for  them,  (and  some  credit. 
I  admit  must  undottbtedly  be  given)  there 
is  still  nothing  of  moment  that  can  be  col- 
lected from  them,  that  either  in  fact,  or  by 
inference,  goes  to  refute  or  weaken  any 
material  part.  By  what  has  been  staled 
from  the  papers,  as  well  as  by  the  concur- 
ring testimony  ef  the  vakeels,  it  is  proved* 
thet  a  correspondence  embracing  political 
ob|i|ects  was  carried  on,  that  a  connection- 
under  the  mysterious  and  indefinite  terms 
of  union  and  harmony  was  proposed  on  the 
part  of  the  nabobs  of  the  Carnatic,  and 
accepted  by  Tippoo  Sultaun  ;  that  for  the 
purpose  of  continuing  their  correspond- 
ence, when  the  departure  of  the  hostagesL 
should  remove  the  existing  channel  of  it, 
a  cypher  was  instituted — tnat  in  prosecu- 
tion of  this  connection,  assurances  of  fide- 
lity had  been  given  to  Tippoo,  and  intel- 
ligence conveyed  to  him  accompanied  with 
advice  for  the  regulation  of  bis  conduct^ 
— that  in  these  transactions  the  utmost 
precautions  of  secresy  had  been  deemed 
necessary,  and  the  interviews  held  with 
the  vakeekhad  been  covered  with  fictitious 
pretences ;  and  lastly,  that  the  connection, 
whatever  it  precisely  was,  (fi)r  of  its  nature 
little  doubt  can  be  entertamed,)  actually 
subsisted  in  full  force,  integrity,  and  oper- 
ation, in  the  year  1797. — It  has  been  en- 
deavoured to  defend  this  correspondence, 
and  te  rescue  it  from  the  impressions  it  is 
obviously  calculated  to  produce,  by  an  ex« 
planation  resting  in  part  on  a  connection 
of  simple  friendship,  and  in  part  on  an 
alliance  by  marriage  at  one  time  in  agita- 
tion between  the  fianilies  of  the  soluun 
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and  of  the  nabob  Wallafah.  On  the  M- 
lest  consideration  of  this  explanation  I 
own  I  have  found  myself  unable  to  accede 
to  it :  the  difficulties  it  presents  appear  to 
me  insurmountable.  If  it  be  possible  to 
suppose  a  desire  of  mere  friendship  witlv- 
out  an  object,  between  persons  so  situated 
in  relation  to  each  other ;  if  Tippoo  Sul- 
taun  and  Wallajah  were  likely  to  feel  the 
influence  of  a  pure  disinterested  sentimental 
attachment^  it  is  yet  hardly  probable  that  a 
connection  on  this  ground  should  have 
been  solicited  with  so  much  earnestness  and 
anxiety,  as  is  manifested  by  the  nabob  in 
the  first  proposition  of  it,  or  an  inter- 
course entered  into  by  him  at  such  mighty 
risks ;  nor  is  so  innocent  a  view  of  the  sub- 
ject quite  consistent  with  the  secret  meet- 
ings, thie  vsu'ious  precautions  for  conceal- 
ment, the  '  intelligence  conveyed,  and, 
above  all,  with  the  preparation  ami  trans- 
mission of  the  cypher  before  adverted  to. 
If,  indeed,  it  is  that  union  and  friendship, 
which  as  it  is  said,  ought  to  bind  together 
the  mussuhnan  powers;  if  it  meant  to 
describe  alliance  and  oo-operation,  mutual 
support  land  inexpiable  hostility  against 
those  of  a  different  persuasion, — it  may 
be  nearer  the  fact^  and  remove  these  incon- 
sistencies I  have  stated ;  but  if  it  does  so 
remove  them,  it  demonstrates  by  their  t^e- 
moval  the  eslablishment  of  that  sort  of  con- 
nection which  no  one  can  deny  was  essen- 
tially repugnant  to  the  spirit  and  sense  of 
every  engagement  under  which  the  nabob 
atood,  and  directly  subversive  of  the  in- 
terests and  safety  of  the  British  empire  in 
India. — But  then  there  is  the  mam  age. 
On  the  discordant  accounts  of  the  origin 
of  that  afiair,  as  stated  by  the  vakeels,  I 
shall  say  nothing.  I  will  admit  that  a 
marriage  might  be  in  agitation  ;  iiwi  a 
marriage,  if  it  be  allowed  to  have  made 
any  part,  on  their  own  shewing,  can  ac- 
count for  a  very  small  part  only,  of  the 
communications  that  are  related.  It  con-i 
fessedly  did  not  come  into  question  till  af- 
ter the  return  of  Ally  Reza  from  Seringa- 
patam  ;  but  before  he  went  there,  it  must 
be  remembered  that  this  union  of  harmony 
and  friendship  between  the  sultaun  and 
the  nabob,  had  been  proposed,  accepted, 
and  established,  and  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
tinuing it,  a  cypher  had  been  already 
tiransmitted,  of  which  Ally  Reza  Khan  was 
actually  the  bearer.  In  addition  to  this, 
sir,  as  the  friendship  and  harmony  com- 
menced before  the  marriage  was  agitated, 
80  it  continued  long  after  a  connection  of 
that  kind  had  ceased  to  be  thought  cf. 


Moez  ud  Deen  was  the  enly  son  of  Tippoo, 
who6e»  alliance  was  supposed  ever  to  hx9e 
been  the  object  of  a  negociotion  of  marriage. 
The  marriages  of  this  prince,  however,  and  • 
his  brother,  Abdul  Khaliel,  are  recorded  - 
to  have  taken  place  in  the  year  17 94,  at 
which  time  we  find  ceremonial  letters 
from  the  nabob  were  conveyed  to  Tippoo, 
congratulating  him  on  the  event.  From 
that  moment,  then,  all  idea  of  alliance  by 
marriage  between  the  families  must  have 
vanished,  but  it  appears  fi-om  the  letter  of 
Khader  Newaz  Khan,  the  confidential  mi- 
nister of  the  nabob,  that  the  other  con- 
nection which  had  been  established  was 
still  carried  on,  and  possessed,  as  late  as 
the  year  1797,  what  he  called  the '  requisite 
stability.' '  I  need  not  say  more  to  make  it 
evident^  than  that  neither  the  marriage 
on  one  hand,  or  simple  friendship  on  the 
other,  is  sufficient  to  explain  the  species  of 
connection  thus  established,  to  reconcile 
the  difficulties,  or  to  dissipate  the  suspicioo, 
and  th^  obscurity,  in  which  it  is  involved. — 
It  is  affirmed  by  the  khans  *,  and  also  in 
Ally  Hussein's  letter  to  his  agents,  that 
no  correspondence  was  carried  on  by  the 
nabobs,  contrary  to  their  engagements  : 
if  a  direct  correspondence  wim  Tippoo  is 
meant,  it  may  be  literally  true,  ana  con- 
sistent with  these  papers,  ^  they  may  be 
considered  as  an  indirect,  and  not  a  di- 
rect correspondence.  But  so  deipicable 
a  subterfiige  is  not  worth  dwelling  upon 
or  exposing.  It  is  said  too,  that  all  that 
was  done  was  done  in  conformity  with  the 
wishes  of  lord  Comwallis,  who*  was  de- 
sirous of  preserving  peace,  and*  cowriiiat- 
ing,  if  possible,  the  irritated  and  vindiotive 
feelings  of  the  suluun;  That  this  corres- 
pondence should  have  been  cafried  on, 
with  any  knowledge  or  approbaiioa  of  the 
g<y?emor-general,  I  venture  to  pronomice 
absolutely  impossible.  Whatever  the 
policy  and  wishes  of  lord  Comwallis. 
might  be,  with  respect  to  Tippoo  Sultaun, 
that  he  should  encourage  a  separate  cor- 
respondence between  this  prince  and  the 
nabob,  at  the  very  time  he  was  changing 
the  expressions  of  the  former  treaty  m 
1787,  for  the  very  purpose  of  more  com- 
pletely and  effectually  precluding  any 
such  intercourse,  is,  I  say,  absolutely  im-  .^ 
possible  in  itself,  as  it  is  inconsistent  with  . 
the  counsel  conveyed  to  the  sultaun,  m^ 
one  of  the  letters  above  referred  to,  to 
pause  in  the  prosecution  of  has  hostile 
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nisters  to  AUy  Hussein» 
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measures^  till  the  departure  of  lord  Corn- 
wallis  to  Europe.  But,  sir,  had  the  nabob 
ieh  this  to  be  the  case,  had  he  felt  that 
-he  was  actio g  in  support  of  British  views, 
ill  alliance  with  British  interests,  why 
all  this  mystery  }  Why  all  these  multi- 
plied precautions  to  avoid  detection  ? 
Why  the  cypher?  Why  the  meetings 
under  fictitious  pretences  ?  Why  the 
hazards  incident  to  all  these  proceedings  } 
Why  disguise  that  which,  if  known,  would 
have  been  praiseworthy — which  breathed 
nothing  but  firm  attachmei^  loyalty,  and 
afiection  to  the  British  power,  and  zeal 
for  its  service,  un^er  the  mask  of  deceit, 
perfidy,  and  breach  of  faith  ?  Is  it,  then, 
too  much  to  assume  that  this  could  not 
be  ;  that  instead  of  holding  a  conduct  so 
repugnant  to  common  sense,  and  disgrace- 
.fbl  to  a  rational  being,  the  nabob  did  feel 
that  his  objects  were  of  a  nature  to  require 
concealment;  that,  if  detected,  they 
would  have  excited  the  utmost  jealousy 
and  indignation  of  the  British  government ; 
that  they  would  have  brought  his  state 
and  situation  into  jeopardy;  and  that 
'they  were,  therefore,  of  a  nature  subver- 
sive of  his  alliance,  and  in  violation  of 
every  obligation  towards  that  power 
which  had  raised,  supported,  and  protect- 
ed him.  Admit  tms  suppo^tion,  and 
every  difficulty  disappears,  every  contra- 
diction vanishes,  all  is  plain»  simple,  ra- 
tional, and  consistent.  With  this  b  con- 
sistent the  anxiety  with  which  a  connec- 
tion with  the  sultatin  vn»  desired  and  so- 
licited :  With  this  all  the  ardent  profes- 
sions of  zeal  for  the  support  of  the  faith : 
with  this,  the  nndisguiBed  reprobation  of 
the  war  and  our  allies  :  with  this,  the  in- 
telligence conveyed,  and  the  advice  that 
accompanied  it:  with  this,  the  assigna- 
tions under  feigned  pretences,  and  the 
solemn  adjuration  to  secrecy :  with  thi» 
is  consbtent  the  prayers  of  Wallajah  for 
the  triumphs  of  Tippoo,  and  with  this  the 
assurances  of.  his  son  and  successor,  that 
when  the  occasion  should  arrive,  his  fide- 
lity to  him  should  be  manifested ;  and, 
with  this  is  consistent  all  the  subsequent 
conduct  of  Omdnt  ul  Omrah  ;  when,  in 
the  course  of  the  Mysore  war,  in  his  con- 
templation, the  anticipated  occasion  did 
arrive  ;  when  the  exigencies  of  our  situa- 
tion, when  the  success  of  the  contest,  and 
'the  safety  of  our  empire,  demanded  every 
exertion,  and  every  proof  of  his  zeal  and 
attachment.  At  that  moment  of  pressure 
did  he  withhold  his  resources — at  that  mo- 
ment did  his  officers  ivfipedQ  the  supplies 


of  the  army,  in  some  cases  resorting  even 
to  fbrce  to  obstruct  their  passage,  and  at 
that  moment  did  they  create  every  em- 
barrassment and  oppose  every  obstacle 
within  the  extent  of  their  power,  to  the 
progress  of  our  arms.  In  short,  sir,  such 
was  the  conduct  we  experienced  from 
this  faithful  and  devoted  friend,  that  dur- 
ing the  existence  of  hostilities,  and  long 
previous  to  the  discovery  at  Seringapatam, 
the  governor-general,  as  it  appears,  not 
only  entertained  suspicion,  but  repeatedly 
and  pointedly  declared  that  the  perverse- 
ness  and  disafiection  displayed  by  the  na- 
bob, was  reconcileable  to  nothing  but  a 
connection,  or  secret  understanding,  with 
the  enemy. — ^It  has  been  asked  what  inte- 
rest the  nabob  could  have  in  such  a  con- 
duct ?  I  do  not  feel,  sir,  that  to  infer  the 
reality  of  the  conduct  I  am  obliged  to  as- 
sign to  it  an  object  of  sound  and  rational 
policy.  It  is  too  much  to  presume,  after 
all  that  the  times  in  which  we  live  have 
exhibited,  that  projects 'may  not  be  form- 
ed, and  designs  pursued,  that  are  not  war- 
ranted by  a  true  and  enlightened  wisdom. 
But  if  the  policy  of  the  nabob  was  not  to 
aid  the  efibrts  of  the  suHaun  ;  if,  on  the 
contrary,  we  admit  what  is  stated,  that  he 
had  littk  to  hope,  every  thing  to  fear  from 
their  success,  it  must  follow,  that  it  was  ' 
his  real  interest,  faithfully  to  adhere  to 
our  cause,  and  to  contribute,  to  the  utmost 
of  his  means,  in  promoting  and  facilitat- 
ing the  triomph  ot  our  arms.  That  he  did 
the  very  reverse,  is  incontestibly  proved  ; 
and,  if  in  so  actine,  swayed  by  any  ima- 
ginarjr  interest,  he  trampled  on  every 
principle  of  true  policy  and  duty,  by 
which  he  ought  to  have  been  governed, 
may  we  hot  presume  that,  swayed  also 
by  the  same  supposed  interest,  he  may 
equally  have  earned  on  a  correspondence, 
and  formed  a  connection,  at  once  hostile 
to  his  real  welfare,  to  the  foith  of  his  en- 
gagements, and  to  the  cause  he  was  bound 
by  every  tie  to  make  his  own. — ^What  be- 
yond a  general  and  mutual  aid,  as  occa- 
sions might  offer,  were  the  precise  ex- 
pectations of  Tippoo  on  the  one  hand,  and 
of  the  nabob  on  the  other,  I  will  not  detain 
you  by  an  attempt  to  explain  ;  on  that 
the  question  does  not  turn,  and  I  venture 
to  call,  with  some  degree  of  confidence, 
upon  the  house,  to  consider  well  the  case 
laid  before  them,  and  after  adverting  to 
the  relative  situations  of  Tippoo  Sukaun,, 
and  the  nabobs  of  the  Camatic,  one  ac- 
tually preparing  war  against  us,  the  other 
our  most  intimate  ally;  looking  at  the 
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correspondence  iteelf,  confirmed  as  it  is  by 
the  oral  testimony,  in  all  its  (acts,  with  all 
the  precautions  ror  concealment  that  per- 
vades and  characterizes  it;  recollecting 
the  solemn  pledge  of  the  nabob  Omcint  ul 
Omrah,  and  the  manner  in  which,  when 
the  occasion  was  presented  by  the  exi- 
gencies of  a  war  in  which  we  were  called 
on  to  defend  the  existence  of  our  empire 
in  India,  that  pledge  was  afterwards  re- 
deemed. Let  any  man,  I  say,  consider 
these  things,  and  pronounce,  if  he  can,  in 
the  face  df '  God  and  his  country,  a  con- 
scientious belief,  that  the  nabobs  of  the 
Camatic  were  faithful  to  our  cause,  the 
duties  of  alliance,  and  their  own  engage- 
ments; that  the  charge  against  them  is 
without  foundation ;  tnat  the  treaties  by 
which  they  were  bound  were  not  violated ; 
that  a  correspondence  of  a  political  nature 
was  not  carried  on  ;  and  a  conduct  result- 
ing from  it  pursued,  hostile  to  the  juSt 
rights,  and  affecting  the  security  of  the 
British  empire  in  India. — ^If,  sir,  the  con- 
clusion I  feel  it  my  duty  to  draw,  and  as 
it  appears  to  my  apprehension  the  only 
just  one  that  can  be  drawn  from  all  that 
has  been  stated,  is  the  direct  ^reverse  of 
this.  The  rights  accruing  from  it  to  the 
British  government,  become  the  next  sub- 
ject of  mquiry  and  consideration. — The 
situation  of  the  nabob  may  be  considered 
in  two  points  of  view ;  one  with  reference 
to  the  original  dependancy  of  his  station, 
under  the  mogul  constitution,  and  the 
opinion  that,  in  releasing  him  from  his 
allegiance  to  his  natural  superior,  we  only 
transferred  that  allegiance  to  ourselves,  as 
*well  as  with  reference  to  the  revertible 
condition  on  which  he  received  the  D&- 
wannee,  and  the  state  of  practical  subjec- 
tion in  which  he  stood  controlled  in  his 
foreign  relations,  and  indebted  t»  ns,  botk 
for  the  external  defence,  and  internal  se- 
curity, of  all  he  enjoyed,  regarding  him, 
in  a  word,  as  a  mere  feudatory  of  the 
British  power. — -In  the  other  point  of  view, 
he  may  be  considered  as  relying,  indeed, 
upon  us  for  his  safety  and  protection,  but 
possessing,  nevertheless,  the  rights  of  an 
independent  prince ;  rights  deduced  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  condition  of  his 
engagements  which  have  been^lnded  to, 
haying  been,  on  his  part,  repeatedly  in- 
fringed, and  that  infringement  ne^er  hav^ 
ing  on  ours  been  made  a  pretence  for  re- 
suming what  our  friendship  had  conferred 
on  him,  from  repeated  treaties  having  been 
concluded  with  him,  both  subsequent  to, 
«nd  in  €<mtmBi{^lation  of  these  very  breaches 


of  engagement,  and  his  having  on  these 
occasions,  both  treated  and  been  treated 
with,  in  the  character  of  an  independent 
prince.  Thus  it  may  be  said,  as  far  as  re- 
lated tons,  though  maintained  by  the  power 
and  protection  of  our  government,  he  was 
invested  with  all  the  political  and  personal 
rights  incident  to  real  sovereignty  and 
independence. — ^To  this  latter  opinion  I 
own  myself  inclined  to  accede,  but  I  can- 
not admit  that  the  treaty  of  1763,  alluded 
to  in  the  resolutions,  has  any  bearing  or 
effect  on  this  question.  The  article  in 
that  treaty  which  alone  mentions  the 
nabob,  was  introduced  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  terminating  the  disputed  claims  of 
Salabat  Jing,  and  Mahomet  Ally,  in  sup- 
port of  which  respectively,  France  and 
England  had  carried  on  the  war  in  the 
peninsula  of  India.  They  therefore  joined 
in  recognizing,  as  far  as  they  were  con- 
cerned, the  former  as  subah  of  the  Deccan, 
the  latter  as  nabob  of  Arcot  What  the 
powers  and  privileges  of  each  were  in 
their  several  situations,  was  a  point  left 
wholly  untouched,  and  to  be  determined 
by  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  Mogul  em- 
pire.— ^The  character  then  in  which  I  am 
willing  to  ccmsider  the  nabob,  is  that  of 
an  independent  prince  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  British  power,  nor  have  I  a 
wish  to  insist  on  any  right,  or  to  appeal  to 
any  law  in  favour  of  what  has  b^n  done 
by  our  Indian  government,  which  might 
^t  be  equally  appealed  to,  and  insisted 
upon  towards  «  prince  who  was  exempted 
from  all  reliance  on  our  friendship,  either 
for  his  defence  or  security.  All  I  ask,  in 
return  for  this  admission,  is>  that  he  may 
be  considered  in  one  only  of  these  capa- 
cities, and  that  it  may  not  be  contended 
that  he  was  at  once  entitled  to  the  rights 
of  a  subject,  sgid  to  the  inmmnities  of  a 
sovereign. — ^It  is  superfluous  to  argue  that 
the  nalK>b  Omdut  nl  Omrah  was  in  con- 
junction with  his  father^  a  party  to  the 
treaty  of  179^,  not  merely  as  hisfWtare 
successor,  recognized  in  that  treaty,  but 
individually  in  his  own  name  and  person. 
He  was,  therefore,  fh)m  the  perioa  of  its 
conclusion,  bound  to  the  Observance  of  all 
its  stipulations,  and  had,  in  the  same  d^ 
'^e  with  his  &ther,  conveyed  to  us  what 
IS  called  a  perfect  right  to  the  benefits 
they  conferred.  If,  therefore,  the  obliga^- 
tion  contracted  was  not  fulfilled  in  both 
according  to  its  tenor,  we  acquired  with 
respect  to  both,  I  apprehend,  the  right  of 
enn)rcing  it,  if  it  was  desirable  it  raoQld 
be  enforced  j  of  ggmptUin;  reparvtion  ibr 
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the  violation  of  it,  if  reparation  was  deemed 
beneficial,  or  of  avoiding  the  treaty  alto- 
gether^ if  that  should  be  most  consistent 
with  our  views  of  expediency. — I  trust, 
sir^  I  cannot  be  so  much  misconceived  as 
to  be  supposed  to  contend,  that  every  little 
failure  in  fulfilling  the  strict  letter  of  a. 
treaty,  is  to  be  a  ground  for  resorting  to 
the  exercise  of  these  rights ;  jRstr  from  it. 
In  my  conceptioiv  the  infringement  must 
be  not  of  the  letter  only,  but  of  the  spirit 
and  intent  of  the  engagement,  that  too  in 
points  not  trivial,  but  essential  and  im- 
portant.    Such  are  the  points  that  present 
themselves  in  the  grant  of  assignments, 
confessedly  made,  although  expressly  pro- 
hibited, which  involved  both  the  violation 
of  the  treaty,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
resources  on  which  we  depended  :    and 
also  in  carrying  on  political  correspondence 
with  a  foreign  power,  even  destitute  of 
any  special  aggravations.     From  infrac- 
tions of  this  kind  there  is  no  doubt  we 
diould    have    derived  a  clear  right   to 
demand   present   reparation,  and   future 
security,   and  from  the  refusal  of  these 
demands,  an  unquestionable  right  of  war 
would  have  accrued.     Were  it  requisite, 
it  would  not,  perhaps,  be  a  difficult  task 
to  prove  that,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  what  we  have  actually  ob- 
tained in  the  Camatic,  does  not  exceed 
the  bounds  of  this  necessary  security ;  but 
this  discussion  would  here  be  mere  waste 
of  time.     1  have  adverted  to  it  only  to 
mark  that  even  the  accumulated  injuries 
we  suffered,  have  not  carried  us  materially 
beyond  what  the  infraction  of  the  nabob  s 
engagements,   without    the    aggravation, 
might  have  well  warranted. — If  it  is  not 
such  infractions  alone,  but  if  in  addition  to 
such  infractions  of  the  subsisting  treaty, 
there  be    shewn  an   association  with  a 
prince,  not  simply  unfriendly  in  his  cha- 
racter, and  opposite  in  his  interests,  but  in 
the  actual  preparation  of  war ;  the  object 
of  which  was  our  utter  extirpation,  if  it 
be  shewn  that  this  association  betrayed  it- 
self, not  only  while  war  was  in  contempla- 
tion, but  continued  and  operated,  during 
tJie  whole  course  of  the  hostilities  that  en- 
sued.    No  one,  I  apprehend,  will  contend, 
that  ^om   the  instant  such  an    associa- 
tion existed,  the  respective  parties  did  not 
assume  the  position  of  enemies,  and  that 
all  the  rights  which  a  state  of  war  can  con- 
vey, did  not  accrue  to  the  injured  power ; 
rights  coextensive  with  the  demands  of 
permanent  and    efi^tual    security,    and 
itmited  only  by  the  anreat  principles  of  hu- 
Voi.XI. 


manity  and  justice. — ^The  sudden  irruption 
of  the  kiiig  of  Prussia  into  Saxony,  in  the 
year  1736,  in  the  midst  of  apparently  pro- 
found peace,  is  a  fiact  with  which  every- 
one must  be  acouainted.     What  was  his 
defence  ?  he  had  reason  to  believe  that 
Saxony  participated  with  other  powers  in 
a  confederacy  for  his  destruction,  and  that 
this  save  him  the  right  of  immediate  war. 
On  this  right  he  acted,  and  though  there 
were  circumstances  in  the  manner  in  which 
he  conducted  his  measures  that  excited 
clamour  against  him  at  the  time,  there  is 
no  man  at  this  day,  I  believe,  who  does 
not  admit,  that  the  act  of  carrying  war 
into  Saxony  was  fully  justified.   Such  then 
is  the  right  towards  a  power  wholly  inde- 
pendent.    What  is  the  difference  in  re- 
spect to  a  dependent  and  protected  one  ? 
It  is  this ;   that  in  the  case  of  an  indepen- 
dent power,  our  rights  can  only  be  realis- 
ed through  the  medium  of  successful  war  ; 
in  that  ot  a  protected  one  we  are  already 
in  the  situation  in  which  successful  war 
would  place  us ;  but  it  will  not  be,  there- 
fore, contended  that  our  rights  are  less ; 
it  will  not  be  contended  that  what,  con- 
sistently with  every  law,  may  be  justly 
pursued  through  all  the  hazards  and  cala-^ 
mities  of  war,  we  are  forbid  to  attempt 
when  those  calamities  are  dissociated  from 
the  acquisition  of  it — that,  the  measures 
which  it  is  our  unquestionable  right  to  take 
against  a  foreign  foe,  we  may  not,  legiti- 
mately, resort  to,  against  a  traitor  in  our 
very  bo^m  :     the  rights  are  the  same, 
though  the  means  of  them  are  widely  dif- 
ferent.— If  these  principles  are  just,  let 
them  be  applied  to  the  case  before  us;  and 
if  gentlemen  agree  with  me,  in  the  con- 
viction that  the  documents  adduced,  com- 
bined with  subsequent  circumstances,cleai^ 
ly  prove  a  connection  to  have  been  estab- 
lished, on  the  part  of  the  nabobs,  with  Tip- 
poo  Sultaun,  at  the  very  time  he  was  medi-* 
tating  hostilities  against  us,  and  that  in 
prosecution  of  the  purposes  of  this  con- 
nection, he  was  not  only  furnished  with 
intelligence  and  advice,  but  during  the 
contest,  in  which  our  very  existence  was 
involved,  Omdut  ul  Omrah  adhered  to  hit 
cause,  and  aided  him  to  the  extent  of  his 
power,  by  treacherously  obstructing  our 
supplies,  and  embarrassing  the  progress  of 
our  arms.    They  must  feel  also  with  me, 
that  every  engagement  between  us  and  our 
ally  was  abrogated  ;  and  so  abrogated  as, 
at  the  same  time,  to  constitute  that  case  of 
injury,  from  which,  according  to  the  usages 
of  nations,  the  rights  of  war  legitimately  < 
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result— Had  the  detection  of  this  correa- 
pondeQce  occurred  previous  to  the  iali  of 
^ringapatam ;  had  we,  during  the  actual 
existence  of  hostilitie^s,  discovered  the 
coucse  of  infidelity  by  which  the  nabob 
Wds  betraying  our  cause,  and  counteracting 
our  measures ;  had  we  at  once,  in  the  mo- 
ment of  indignation,  repaid  his  ingratitude 
wd  perfidy,  by  driving  him  ^om  the 
Ibrone,  and  assuming  his  country,  where  is 
(be  man  that  could  have  hesitated  upon 
the  justice  of  the  act  ?  But,  sir,  neither 
did  the  discovery  lake  place  undier  these 
circumstances,  nor  when  it  did  take  place, 
did  the  governor-general  so  act  upon  it ; 
oa  the  contrary,  a  period  of  time  was  suf- 
fered to  elapse  before  he  availed  himself 
of  any  of  the  rights  with  which  the  disaf- 
fection of  the  nabobs  had  invested  him. 
And  this  is  supposed  to  create  a  new  and 
difierent  case.  What  real  diSerence  can 
be  found  in  it  is  beyond  my  comprehen- 
sion ;  but  so  it  is  contended  ;  and  being 
contended,  I  cannot  pass  it  by  without  no- 
tice. The  right  of  war  is  one  thing,  and 
the  exercise  of  that  riffht  is  another ;  the 
principle  of  the  first  is  justice,  of  the  latter 
expediency.  Every  one  can  figure  to 
himself  situations  in  which  a  nation  may 
itand,  where  rights  of  war,  the  most  clear 
and  incontrovertible,  cannot  be  acted  upon 
without  the  greatest  hazard ;  and  where 
tfie  sense  of  the  deepest  injuries  must  be, 
(as  it  often  is)  for  the  time,  suppressed  or 
dissembled  ;  but  are  all  the  rights  arising 
QoLof  such  injuries  thus  destroyed  ?  or  will 
kbe  asserted  that,  in  the  event  of  a  coun- 
try possfissing  rights^  unquestionably  just. 
it  can,  be  pbced  in  this  dilemma,  that  it 
must  either  consent  to  abandon  them  en- 
tirely, or»  immediately  to  act  upon  them, 
at  the  imminent  risk  of  its  own  destruction. 
la  it  possible  this  can  be  so  ?  and  if  not, 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  war  necessarily 
teolves  itself  into  a  question  of  pure  ex- 
pediency, whiph  the  circumstances  of  each^ 
individual  case  must  govern.  At  the  same 
time  I  am  fiu:  from  saying,  that,  these 
rights  are  such  a^  may  be  laid  aside,  and 
stored  up  for  agfis,  to  be  n^umcd  at  any 
period  that  ambition  or  interest  may  dictate; 
t^ted  upon,  they  must  be  acted  upon  with- 
in certain  restrictions,  and  free  firom  the  in- 
tervention of  any  acts  of  confidence  and 
friendship  whicn  imply  the  relinquish^ 
meai  of -every  hoatile  intention.  Mere 
d^lay,  within  given  limits,  cannot,  I  ap- 
pi«hend,  be  assumed  as  a  ground  on. 
which  alone  to  presume  such  a  rel'mquishr 
meat,  and  what  besidei  took  place  that 


could  rationally  afi^rd  the  nabob  fi^rouj^di 
for  %  presumption,  that  the  guilt  of  whicU 
he  w^  conscious  and  which  he  had  rea- 
son to  believe  detected,  would  not  be^ 
acted  ujpon,  I  do  not  know.  If  any  acfts 
from  whence  such  an  inference  could  b^ 
drawn  did  occur,  I  must  confess  my  ig* 
norance  of  them.  The  causes  of  ^he  den 
lay  appear  in  the  documents  before  you  ; 
they  are  to  be  found  in  the  critical  state  of 
important  negociations  with  other  powers, 
the  condition  of  the  neighboiuring  pro- 
vincesj  in  which  rebellion  was  raging,  and 
the  desire  die  governor-general  naturally 
felt  to  investigate  fully  the  particulars  of 
the  case,  and  to  receive  an  intimatipn  a( 
least,  of  the  feelings  of  thosfe  to  whom  he 
was  responsible,  before  he  proceeded  to 
take  the  measures  which  the  situation  of 
the  country,  and  the  permanenjt  safety  of 
the  interests  it  was  his  duty  to  guaidj,  ob- 
viously demanded*  These,  m,  were  the 
considerations  that,  for  a  time,  isu^ended 
the  exercise  of  our  rigbts,-~considerations 
which  must,  to  everv  unbiassed  mind,  (if 
the  exercise  be  as  I  have  stated  it,  a  ques- 
tion of  expediency)  satisfactorily  warrant 
the  delay,  without  at  all  invalidating  the 
right;  and  justify,  the  final  orders  when 
given,  to  demand  fiom  Omdut  ul  Omrah 
the  security  we  ultimately  obtained. — 
That  security,  it  is  said  however,  was  not, 
in  point  of  fact,  demanded  from  Omdut  ul 
Omrah,  but  from  his  unoHending  succes- 
sor. Why  was  it  not?  At  the  moment 
when  the  order  arrived,  the  nabob,  who 
had  been  long  in  a  state  of  declining 
health,  appeared  to  be  fast  approaching  to 
his  final  dissolution.  Insensible  and  obdu- 
rate indeed  must  be  the  heart  that  cannot 
sympathise  in  the  la^  hours  of  human, 
existence.  Not  such  a.  one  was  that  of. 
lord  Clive.  He  did  feel  all  the  compassion, 
the  situation  of  the  nabob  was  calculated 
to  inspire.  He  respected  the  inviolable 
privileges  of  a  death  bed,  and  Omdut  ul 
Omrah  was  permitted  to  close  his  eyes  in 
peace,  neither  molci^ted  by  accusation,  or 
disquieted  by  the  consequences  of  his  per- 
fidy and  ingratitude.  Can  it  be  argued 
that  rights  so  suspended  were  thereby  ex- 
tinguished ?  Was  the  conduct  of  a  prince 
merely  per^sonal,  this  might  be  true ;  and 
on  this  ground,  L  presume,  it  is  stated,  and 
mps^  unjustly  stated,  that  the  British  go-, 
venunent  puaish^  the  innocent  for  tbon 
guilty.  Idftny  the  chai'ge.  I  deny  that/ 
punishm^t.  in  a?iy  respect,  however  fla- 
grantly provoked,  was  the  obj^t  tji  the. 
British  governmfnt:   ita  object>  it&  lok. 
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object  w^  security  for  its  own  legitimate 
rights — security  which  the  yiolation  of 
those  rights,  and  the  perfidious  and  hostile 
conduct  of  the  nabobs  had  imposed  on  us 
the  duty  of  enforcing,  and  the  claim  to 
*^hich,  according  to  the  best  principles  of 
public  law^  applied  as  strongly  to  him  who 
mfeerited,  as  to  his  guilty  and  faithless 
"predecessor.  *  It  is  one  of  the  first  prin- 
'  ciples/  says  a  distinguished  authority  on 
these  subjects,  '  of  general  equity  laid 
'  down  by  the  writers  on  that  law,  that, 

*  an  heff  or  successor,  from  the  very  cir- 

*  cumstance  of  his  possessing  the  inheri- 
'  tance,  is  not  only  bound  for  the  engage- 

*  ments  of  the  person  whom  he  succeeds, 
'  but  cannot  be  discharged  from  the  obli- 

*  ffation  to  repair  the  damage  which  the 

*  aeceased  may  have  occasioned  by  his 

*  crimes  or  onences;  neither  under  the 
'  pretext  that  he  derives  no  benefit  from 
'  these  crimes  or  offences,  nor  because 
'  there  may  have  been  no  accusation  or 

*  condemnation  against  the  deceased.'  ♦ 
It  is  a  doctrine,  as  new,  as  contrary  to  rea- 
son, that  the  conduct  of  princes  by  whom 
•tates  and  nations  are  represented,  8hoi:(ld 
be  considered  as  the  acts  of  individuals, 
and  perishing  with  them.  As  well  might 
it  be  contended  that  the  enmity  and  ag- 
gressions of  Tippoo  Sultaun  were  obli- 
terated when  he  fell  upon  the  walls  of 
Serihppatam,  and  all  our  claims  to  re- 
paration buried  in  his  tomb  ;  that  nothing 
remained  for  us  to  doubt  to  place  his  inno- 
cent son  upon  the  vacant  throne,  with  the 
undiminished  power  and  dominion  of  his  fa- 
ther. If  the  principle  applies  to  one  case, 
it  applies  to  the  other.  Our  rights  were  the 
same  in  both  ;  in  the  one  indeed  we  were 
obliged  to  establish  them  by  successfiil  war, 
in  the  other  we  had  fiappily  the  power  of 
securing  them  without  a  similar  struggle. — 
The  proposition  offered  to  Ally  Hussein  has 
been  adduced  in  confutation  of  this  prin- 
ciple, and  as  an  acknowledgment,  on  our 
part,  of  the  right  that  devolved  to  him.  A 
right  to  what  ?  I  do  not  enter  into  the 
f]uestton  of  his  legitimacy,  I  am  ready  to 
allow  ^iih  to  be  the  legal  heir  of  the  late 
leMoh  Omdut  ub  Omrah.  And  what  theh? 
hfe  etrtild  pbssess  no  further  right  by  in- 
keritiAcll  than  that  of  assuming  the  si- 
tufttidb  h^  deceased  farther  possessed, 
rehdered  ^lijeet,  by  t&e  cttndtrct  of  that 
feth^f,  td  the  cluim  of  whatcVefr  might 
be   irtte^»Arf  tb    the   ^jlfectual  security 
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of  the  British  interests.  The  very  pro- 
position made  to  him  etpressly  includ- 
ed the  epndition  of  his  accession  to  this 
claim — the  place  in  which  he  naturally 
stood — the  wish  on  the  part  of  the  gdver- 
nor-general  to  accomplish  this  object  by 
the  forms  of  treaty,  rather  than  by  an 
immediate  and  painful  exercise  of  our  just 
rights,  designated  him  as  the  person  to 
whom,  if  any  proposition  whatever  was 
thoufl^ht  expedient,  it  should  be  made  itt 
the  first  instance.  But  that  proposition, 
dictated  as  it  was  by  a  generous  impulsfe^ 
of  humanity  alone,  when  refused  atld  re- 
jected, could  not  have  the  effect  of  limits 
ing  those  rights  which,  if  they  exist  at  ^1/ 
are  as  extensive  as  the  interests  they  are  in- 
tended to  protect.  In  fact,  sir,  if  the  con- 
duct of  the  nabobs  was  such  as  to  placd 
them  in  the  situation  of  public  enemies ; 
if  the  rights  of  war,  as  it  has  beeh  con- 
tended, justly  attached  upon  them,  etery 
hereditary  claim  was  extinguished,  and 
the  whole  state  was  submitted  to  whatever 
disposition  the  security  of  our  interests, 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  might 
prescribe. — ^'fhe  principle  of  hufnanity » and 
consideration  for  the  family  of  Arcot,  . 
which  dictated  the  offer  to  Ally  Hussein, 
presided  also  over  the  disposition  that  wad 
finally  made,  and  limited  ft  to  the  neces- 
sary objects  that  were  to  be  Attained  and 
secured.  What  but  this,  and  the  recollec- 
tion of  our  alliance  with  the  habobs  of  ^ 
the  Gamatic,  subsisting  almost  froim  the 
first  dawn  of  our  political  p9#er  ill  the 
peninsula?  What  but  the  relticttnce  to 
expose  to  disgrace  and  humiKation  those 
whom  we  had  adopted  as  the  partners  of 
our  fortune,  and  raised  to  sovereign  domi- 
nion ?  What  but  the  generosity  charac- 
teristic of  the  British  nation,  could  ha^^ 
led  us  to  fi)rget  that  fVom  the  nabobs  ^e. 
had  experienced  little  but  faithlessness  and 
ingratitude,  and  the  people  committed  to 
their  rule,  nothing  but  misery  and  oppress 
sion  ?  What  but  these  sentiments  could 
have  stifled  our  just  resentments,  under  thti 
accumulated  injuries  we  had  rastained,  and 
produced  the  efibrts  that  were  made  by 
our  government,  to  obtain  by  friendly  nej 
gociation,  what  as  a  ri^ht  it  might  haVe  at 
once  confidently  assumed  ?  Whait  but  these,  . 
to  continue  to  their  families  as  we  have 
done,  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  affluence,' 
dignity,  and  splendour,  WhicH  bclonfifed  ttt 
their  Btatiete,  ahd  t6  ivhich  they  had  ever 
beeri  accustomed  ?— On  the  next  point, 
reljlting  to  the  manner  in  #hlch  out  rigM 
w««»«t^r«b^,  flfid  tBtf  dtrty  ^eiercfiiftf 
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them  to  the  extent  we  did.  I  am  happy 
to  think  that  little  doubt  can  be  entertained; 
indeed,  I  shall  be  surprised  if,  in  any  part 
of  this  discussion,  it  should  be  contended, 
or  .at  least  contended  by  one  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  the  Carnatic,  that  any 
thing  short  of  the  transfer  of  the  whole 
ciyil  and  military  administration '  of  the 
Country  to  the  British  government,  was 
capable  of  providing  effectually  for  the 
rights  we  were  bound  to  maintain,  and 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  long  oppres- 
sed inhabitants  of  a  country  which  it 
now  became  equally  our  duty  t6  watch 
over  and  protect.  Though  1  do  not  admit 
the  state  of  the  Carnatic,  deplorable  as  it 
mi^ht  be,  could  form  any  ground  on 
which  to  found  a  right  to  adopt  the  mea- 
sure that  has  been  resorted  to,  yet  it  can 
scarcely  be  denied,  that  when  the  circum- 
stances of  hostility  and  perfidy  before 
stated,  did  place  the  whole  country  at  our 
disposal,  we  became  responsible  for  the 
efiects  of  whatever  dispositions  we  should 
make,  and  for  the  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple, no  less  than  for  our  own  security : 
from  that  moment  on  our  heads  must  na- 
turally rest  the  odium  of  every  abuse,  in- 
justice, and  oppression  that  was  suffered 
to  prevail,  and  it  was  in  our  power  to  avert 
And  was  there  even  a  possibility  of  avert- 
ing them  otherwise  than  by  the  complete 
transfer  of  the  administration  ?  Did  not 
the  state  of  things,  and  long  experience 
alike  demonstrate  that  every  hope  of  ob- 
viating the  recurrence  of  the  numberless 
evils  with  which  die  Carnatic  was  afflicted, 
founded  on  any  other  basis,  was  but 
visionary  and  delusive. — There  are  many 
gentlemen  in  the  house  who  from  local 
knowledge  and  personal  observation,  are 
^uch  better  able  to  detail  to  you,  than  I 
can  be,  the  state  and  condition  of  that 
unhappy  country.  The  documents  them- 
selves contain  abundant  and  melancholy 
proofs  of  the  sufferings  of  its  inhabitants, 
luider  the  operatipn  of  assignments  made 
to  those  who,  having  no  interest  or  object, 
but  to  repay  to  themselves  with  usury  the 
money  they  had  advanced,  let  loose  every 
species  of  cruelty  and  extortion  in  accom- 
plishing it.  Nor  less  under  the  immediate 
managers  appointed  by  the  nabob,  who 
seem  to  have  been  coi^missioned  only  to 
exhaust  and  ruin  the  provinces  committed 
to  their  charge,  and  to  whose  uncontroll- 
ed rapacity,  the  insatiable  wants  of  the 
circar,  delivered  over,  without  remoi'se,  an 
unprotected  and  unresisting  people.  For 
the  first  (  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  sicken- 


ing detail  given  by  lord  Hobart,  in  one 
of  the  papers  on  your  table  (it  is  too  long 
to  reao,  and  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
make  selections)  in  which,  af^er  describing 
the  progress  of  these  transactions,  through 
all  their  circumstances,  and  tracing  a  truly 
afflicting  picture  of  the  iniquity  and  bar- 
barity that  accompanied  them,  he  coa- 
cludes  a  part  of  his  statement  by  observ- 
ing: '  After  this  exposition,  no  comment 
'  can  be  required  to  shew  that  this  species 
'  of  government,  if  it  deserves  the  name 
'  of  government,  contains  the  most  griev- 
'  ous  oppression  of  the  people,  the  certain 
'  impoverishment  of  the  country ;  and 
'  consequently  the  inevitable  decay  of  the 
'  revenue.'  in  another  passage,  speaking 
of  the  effect  of  the  system  pursued,  upon 
the  resources  as  connected  with  the  state 
of  the  country,  he  says, '  whatever  dimi- 
'  nution  (and  it  is  considerable)  in  value, 

*  the  security  is  gradually  though  rapidly 
'  sustaining,  carries  along  with  it  the  des- 

*  truction  of  the  human  race,  and  the  de- 
'  solation  of  the  country.*— With  respect 
to  the  latter,  I  shall  only  beg  leave  to 
read  the  account  of  the  collector  of  Tri- 
chinopoly :  alluding  to  the  management 
previous  to  the  transfer  of  the  administra- 
tion, he  writes ;  '  The  late  management, 

whether  considered  in  a  speculative  or 
practical  point  of  view,  presents,  general- 
ly speaking,  as  its  distinguishing  ieatores, 
a  total  want  of  system,  where  system 
would  have  been  beneficial,  a  most  bane- 
ful spirit  of  extortion  and  oppression, 
and  an  indifference  to  the  happiness  and 
welfare  of  the  people,  as  senseless  as  in- 
human. The  people  never  knew  when 
the  demands  on  them  were  to  cease,  nor 
do  the  managers  seem  to  have  known 
when  their  extortions  were  to  stop.  The 
assessments  called  fixed,  seem  only  to 
have  been  calculated  to  point  out  where 
extortion  might  be  levied  and  increased, 
and  to  induce  the  inhabitants  to  culti- 
vate, in  the  vain  hope  that  no  more  than 
the  fixed  assessment,  whether  in  grain  or 
money,  would  be  taken  firom  them ;  a 
hope  which  retorned  with  every  season, 
but  which  returned  only  to  blast  the 
prospects  of  those  who  too  credulously 
mdulged  it.  I  will  venture  to  assert, 
that  if  the  revenues  were  in  any  one 
year  collected  according  to  the  establish- 
ed rates  of  assessment,  it  was  only  to  in- 
duce the  inhabitants,  by  this  apparent 
moderation,  to  increase  the  cultivation 
of  the  succeeding  year,  and  thus  afiord 
the  managers  or  renters  an  c^portunity 
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« of  doubling  their  phioder/— The  con- 
▼iction  of  the  house  mutt  anticipate  any 
obser?ations  of  mine  on  the  efiects  of  such 
a  8y8teni>  under  which  no  country^  how* 
ever  otherwise  blessed  by  the  bounty  of 
Providence^  could  floorish ;  rapid  decay 
must  have  reduced,  and  speedy  extinction 
impended  over  the  resources  on  which  our 
dependence  rested^ — To  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  this  evil  would  have  been  in  itself 
a  sufficient  motive>  were  we  even  inca- 
pable of  feeling  the  more  noble  one  of 
rescuing  a  suffering  people  from  such  ca- 
lamity. That  the  transfer  of  the  adminis- 
tration, and  that  alone,  could  accomplish 
these  objects,  I  will  not  endeavour  to  make 
out  in  argument.  By  relying  for  the 
proof  of  its  necessity  on  the  highest  au- 
thorities to  which,  on  Indian  subjects,  we 
are  accustomed  to  jrefer,  I  am  sure  I  shall 
serve  my  cause  more  efiectually,  more 
completely,  and  satisfy  the  minds  of  all 
who  hear  roe.  Nor  does  it  rest  alone  on 
the  authority  of  every  governor  who  has 
presided  there,  but  ot  every  individual 
whose  judgment  has  been  of  real  value, 
who  felt  or  understood  either  the  British 
interests,  or  the  interests  of  the  country 
itself;  and  who  has  been  free  from  the 
participation  and  taint  of  the  abuses  and 
corruptions  known  to  exist ;  abuses,  which 
had  long  and  succesduUy  combated  every 
measure,  and  baffled  every  attempt  to  re- 
strain or  correct  them.  I  will  select  only 
the  testimonies  of  sir  Eyre  Cooie,  of  lord 
Macartney,  and  principally  of  lord  Corn- 
wallis,  as  stated  in  the  papers  on  the  table. 
Sir  Eyre  Coote's  marks  in  the  strongest 
terms  the  effects  of  the  nabob's  govern- 
ment on  our  affairs.  The  whole  of  the 
argument  of  lord  Macartney- on  the  sub- 
ject of  surrendering  the  assignment,  pro- 
ceeds upon  the  necessity  of  our  i)ossessing 
the  whole  administration  of  the  country, 
if  we  would  have  any  chance  of  security 
for  our  interests  on  the  coast.  The  opi- 
nion of  lord  Corawallis  I  shall  read  at 
length,  as  I  am  aware  it  is  one  of  deserved 
weight  in  this  house,  and  wherever  the 
name  and  character  of  that  great  and  ex- 
cellent man  is  known.  '  I  have  long  seen,' 
says  his  lordship,  '  with  very  great  con- 
'  cem,  the  various  defects  of  the  system  of 
'  the  government  of  the  Carnatic ;  and 
'  being  extremely  anxious  that  some  plan 
'  shouul  be  introduced  and  established  there 
'  that  should  be  better  adapted  than  any 
'  that  has  yet  been  tried,  for  securing  the 
'  country  against  external  enemies,  and 
I  for  promoting  its    general    prosperity. 
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I  have  been  hitherto  preyented  from 
making  propositicms  to  the  nabob  to  tluit 
eflect,  more  by  my  distance  fVotu  the 
scene,-  or  my  other  occupations,  than  by 
the  considerati<m  of  the  obstacles  that 
might  occur  in  the  negociation  with  his 
highness,  or  of  the  disapprobation  that 
interested  and  disappointed  men  might 
afterwards  express  of  my  conduct  2, 
The  disadvantage  and  danger  arising 
from  the  separation  of  the  internal  go- 
vernment, and'  management  of  the  reve- 
nue of  the  country,  urom  the  responsibi- 
lity for  its  defence,  is  so  obvious,  that  if 
there  had  appeared  to  be  the  least  chance 
of  obtaining  the  nabob's  voluntary  ac- 
quiescence, I  should,  without  hesitation, 
have  been  ready  to  propose  to  him/  as 
the  plan  best  calculated  for  promoting 
his  own  interest  and  comfort,  and  the 
happiness  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Car- 
natic, that  he  should  entrust  the  conlpany 
with  the  entire  management  of  the 
country,  in  addition  to  the  responsibility 
for  its  defence,  under  an  engagement  on 
their  part,  after  allotting  certain  sums  for 
public  purposes,  and  for  the  gradual  li- 
quidation of  his  private  debts,  to  pay 
him,  regularly,  a  liberal  portion  of  its 
revenues,  for  the  maintenance  of  his  fa- 
mily, and  the  support  of  his  dignity.' — 
On  another  occasion  his  lordship  expresses 
himself  as  follows  : — '  I  must  freely  own 
that  I  could  not  venture  to  propose  any 
plan,  on  the  success  of  wbich  I  could 
have  any  firm  reliance,  unless  the  nabob 
could  be  induced,  by  a  large  annual  re- 
venue, regularly  paid,  and  properly  se* 
cured  to  him,  to  surrender  the  manage- 
ment of  his  country,  for  a  long  term  of 
years  to  the  Company. — ^The  nabob's 
age,  his  IcMig  connection  with  us,  his 
rights  to  the  possession  of  the  country, 
which,  however,  without  our  assistance, 
would  have  been  of  little  \alue  to  him, 
and  exaggerated  accounts  of  his  former 
services  may  furnish  topics  for  popular 
declamation,  and  may  possibly  engage 
the  nation,  upon  mistaicen  ideas  of  huma* 
nity,  to  support  a  system  of  cruelty  and 
oppression.  But,  whilst  I  feel  conscious 
that  I  am  endeavouring  to  promote  the 
happiness  of  mankind,  and  the  good  of 
my  countiy,  I  shall  give  very  little 
weight  to  such  considerations,  and  should 
conceive  that  I  had  not  performed  the 
duty  of  the  high  and  responsible  office 
in  which  you  did  me  the  bcniour  to  place 
me,  if  I  did  not  declare,  that  the  present 
mixed  government  cannot  prosper,  even 
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*  in  the  best  hmdBia  friiicli  ytar  ]»ilrt  of 
« k  ctn  be  p4ece4,  biki  thet^  ixtieM  wne 
'  sMch  plan  as  Uiet  wbkh  I  \vky^  proposed, 
« (ifamild  be  adopted,  the  kibibitanU  of  the 

*  Camattc  must  continue  to  be  wretched, 

*  the  nabob  must  remain  an  indigent  bank- 

*  nipt»  and  the  country  an  meleM  and  ex- 

*  pemiTe  burthen  to  the  company  and  the 
'  nation/ — ^The  state  of  ^e  country  was,  in- 
deed, deplorable,  and  it  is  with  grief  and 
shame  I  add,  that  our  fellow  vubjens  appear 
to  hare  had  but  too  great  a  share  in  contri- 
buting to  produce  that  state  of  things,  and 
not  less  in  rendering  abortive  every  atteftipt 
to  improve  or  correct  it  With  remrence  to 
this  point,  and  also  with  a  view  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  country,  the  necessity,  (if  no^ 
of  the  precise  change  that  took  place)  of  a 
modification  of  our  relations  with  the  na- 
bob, and  a  new  and  more  effectual  ar- 
rangement, in  order  to  realise  the  ofajecU 
of  our  connection  with  him,  I  adduce,  as 
my  last  authority,  one  which  will  be  cer- 
tamly  deemed  disinterested,  and  to  which 
I  am  persuaded  some  gentlemen  will  pay 
m  degree  of  respect,  they  may  be  disposed 
to  refuse  to  any  other  testimony  that  can 
be  ofiered,  I  mean  that  of  Omdut  ol  Om- 
rah  himself,  the  purport  of  whose  conver- 
sation with  lord  Hobart,  is  given  in  his 
lordship's  minute  of  the  24'thof  Nov.  1795, 
on  the  suligect  of  the  modification  of  the 
treaty  of  1793,  then  proposed  to  him,  of 
which  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  reading 
the  following  extract : — <  It  has  been  with 
« the  deepest  regret  that  I  have  fi>und  the 
'  nabob  \mmov^  by  my  entreaties  and  re- 
'  monstrances  upon  this  subject ;  not  that 
'  he  has  been  insensible  to  the  justice  and 
'  expediency  of  what  I  have  proposed;  but, 
'  as  he  has  candidly  confessed  at  several 

*  interviews  with  me,  that  he  has  not  the 

*  resolution  to  comply ;  informing  me  tliat 
'  his  native  ministers,  and  European  ad- 
'  visers,  so  perplexed,  plagued,  and  intimi- 
'  dated  him,  that  he  could  not  venture 
<  upon  the  measure,  notwithstanding  his 
'  conviction  that  he  ought  to  do  m* — 
Long  experience,  not  less  than  the  preced- 
ing authorities  I  have  quoted,  sufficiently 
pointed  out  the  only  change  that  could,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  prove  successful.    If 

V  it  was  our  duty,  Uien,  to  regard  the  pre- 
servation of  onr  rights,  and  to  fix  the  hap^ 
jpoMss  of  a  people  whose  fate  was  placed 
in  our  hanos,  could  it  be  otherwise  thail 
o«ur  duty  to  enforce  the  transfer  of  the  civil 
and  mihtary  administration  as  the  only  se^ 
eurity  for  those  rights,  and  the  only  reme^ 
djr  for  the  evils  enduied  by  the  coulHfy,-^ 


Hm  vyae  «Ad  tiK  benelts  of  a  mease  re  bf 
this  nal«re,4iad  been  long  and  universally 
felt,  both  at  home  sind  in  India.  That  they 
vrere  so  feh  is  not  to  be  denied,  nor  do  i 
d^re  to  deny  it.    The  feelii^  breathei 
ttmmeh  every  part  of  the  documetits  oil 
the  tiMe.    I  am  aware  it  may  be  argued 
fas,  indeed,  it  has  been  argued)  that  this 
neeling  alone  dktated  the  measure  we  atis 
discussing.    But,  sir,  diere  are  happily 
facts  to  be  referred  to,  that  amply  refute 
sach  an  accvmatien.    Had  the  sense  of  ad* 
vantage,  indepehdent  of  the  principles  of 
riffht  and  juetkce,  been  the  governing  sp^rin^ 
of  our  conduct,  why  the  lonr-permitted 
continuance  of  the  miseries  of  the  Carnatie 
under  eur  eyes?  Why  did  the  yarious  at-^ 
tempts  made  by  us  to  correct  the  inade* 
quacy  of  our  relations  with  the  nabob,  as 
successfully  as  they  were  perseveringly 
resisted,  prove  uniformly  abortive  ?  Why 
the  restoration  of  the  country  to  that  irott 
rule,  which  had  so  abused  and  oppressed 
it,  in  the  several  instances  wheti  unaer  lord 
Macartney  and  lord  Cornwall  is,  it  came 
into  our  possession,  and  when  policy  spoke 
at  least  as  decisively  in  favour  of  retaining 
it,  as  it  could  ever  do  aflerwards  for  its  ac- 
quisition*   These  are  proofs  that  it  was 
hot  to  the  suggestions  of  interest  alone  to 
which  we  listened.     It  was  not,  till  an 
occasion  actually  arrived,  in  which  justice 
vrarranted  the  measure  which  policy  re- 
commended, that  we  availed  ourselves,  aS 
I  contend  we  were  bound  to  do,  of  th^ 
means  our  power  aflforded,  to  effectuate  an 
object  too  long  unaccomplished. — I  de- 
mand then,  sir,  of  the  house  ;  I  demand 
even  of  those  who  are  most  vehement  in 
their  condemnation  of  the  transaction  be- 
fore us,  whether  they  would  have  found 
reason  to  applaud  a  governor-general,  to 
whom  the  care  of  our  interests  was  dele<* 
gated,  who  had  not  availed  himself  of  the 
contingency  that  arose ;   who,  when  the 
disposal  of  the  country  was  submitted  to 
his  discretion,  had  relinquished  our  rights, 
had  again  put  to  hazard  our  resources,  had 
deliberately  revived  the  already  experi- 
enced calamities  of  fluctuating  afid  con^ 
(licting  authorities,  had  restored  that  blsst^ 
ing  and  inhuman  tyranny,  whieh  beCoro 
subsisted,  and  again  delivered  over  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Carnatie  to  that  systeftl  of 
slavery,  extortion,  barbstfity,  and  oppres-^ 
sion,  which,  to  use  the  emphatic  words  of 
lord  Hobart,  in  diminishing  our  refeK>urce8; 
carried  witli  It  the  destmelion  of  tlie  hu-*' 
MMti  raee,  and  the  desoiatiotf  of  the  coun- 
try «^Itii  urgedybowtvefythiii  flomistert^ 
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whichf  eren  in  pAiot  of  pi^cy,  night  be 
necessary  towaids  a  prince,  whose  miacoBr 
duct  we  had  experienced,  were  not  equally 
00  towards  an  innocent,  unoffending,  un- 
tried, young  man :  in  a  matter  of  personal 
consideration  merely,  the^  justice  of  this 
ohservation  could  not  be  disputed.  Bnl 
in  determining  our  judgment  of  the  pvor 

{>uety  of  the  conduct  pursued,  we  must 
ook  not  to  the  personal  qualities  of  Ally 
Husseii^  but  to  his  political  situation,  aim 
to  the  circumstances  in  which  he  would 
have  been  left,  had  a  difierent  Uoe  been 
adopted  by  the  British  goTernmenL  M 
the  calanuties  of  the  Cacnatic  hnd  their 
source  in  a  divided  and  fluctnaling  a»* 
thority,  that  diTided  and  flnrtnatJAg  au- 
thority would  have  remained ;  for  I  do 
not  think  aay  man  is  romantic  enough  to 
enfcertaia  the  idea  of  our  abandoning  the 
country  entireb^  to  the  nab<^>  or  indeed 
that  it  was  salefy  practicable.  From  the 
influence  of  that  confederacy  oi'  European 
and  native  harpies  that  beset  the  Durbar, 
and  combined  to  obstruct  every  efibrt  to- 
wards correction  or  reform,  what  pro- 
bability was  there  that  he,  yonng  and  in- 
experienced as  he  was,  would  hsm  been 
able  to  break  the  shackles  which  his  fother 
had  confessed  himself  unable  to  stniMfle 
with,  and  was  forced  to  snbmit  to?  With 
respect  to  his  councils,  his  parent  had  not 
indeed  made  it  a  testamentary  obli^tion 
upon  him  to  pray  for  the  enemies^  of 
Great  Britain,  but  he  had  done  more; 
he  had  committed  him  to  the  care  and 
guidance  of  those  with  whose  assistance- 
all  the  opprossions  of  the  Camatic  bad 
been  exercised ;  who  having  been  in- his 
own  confidence,  and  that  of  hb  prede- 
cessor, must  have  contnbnted  to,  and' 
partaken  in,  all  the  projects  of  faithless^ 
ness  and  disaffection  of  whicltth^  were. 
guilty.  Where  then  was  the  ground  06  a^ 
rational  hope,  that  any  one  evil '  would  InuBe^ 
been  corrected  ?  any  one  danger  averted*  ? 
any  attachmentfoond  that  would  haxe  war* 
ranted  the  relinquishment  of  the  smallest 
part  of  that  security  wfaiob  alone  could  be 
effectual  and  permanent? — But  it  may  be 
asked,  ev^i-  allowing  this^  vi^y  degrade 
the  unhappy  prince  ?  why  not  accept  the 
submission  that  was  at  last  ofiered>  ana  con*^ 
dode  witb  Ally  Hussein  the  engagement- 

C  ultimately  concluded  with  Azim  ul- 
lab?  I>  say,  sir,  we  did  not  degrade 
him.;  his  disherison  (aait  is  called  in  the 
resolcOions)  was  his  own  deliberate  act ;  it 
waathe  consequence  of  his  refusal  to  admit 
th».  inoontestable  rights  we* weM>  called' 


upon  to  reaiise-^those  rights  were  agani 
aiad  again  explained  to  him;  the  coooe^ 
queace  of  his  lesistance  was  again  ttdl 
again  annouoced ;  he  again  and  again  re- 
jected the  condition  offered  to  huB»  and 
trusted  to  his  fote.  Ekough  was  ghem  to 
humanity ;  enough  to  our  owa  chare^r  and 
his  iqexpeiience,  and  the  treaty  was  closed* 
It  was  not  then  to  im,  but  to  his  voluntary 
adherence  to  the  fallacious  hopes  and  de« 
hisive  confidmce  with  which  he  had  been 
insidiously  inspired — to  the  peraiciona  inn 
pulse  of  that  cabal  vfkich  had  betrayed 
his  progenitors,  and  been  the  bane  of  his 
house,  that  he  owed  the  change  in  his  for* 
tUAft^  and  the  diaappoiaiflaent  of  aH  hit 
natural  prospects.  Under  this  foul  ia« 
fluence,  he  firmly  pronounced  hb  own 
sentence,  and  drove  us  reluctantly  to  the 
decisive  measure  of  raising  another  prince 
to  the  maenad.  It  was  possible,  undoubt- 
edly, that  notwithstandme  these  circum- 
stances, we  might  haara  stiff  ffiven  to  him 
possession  of  the  throne :  but  wmild  it 
have  been  wise>  would  it  have  been 
ooBsisteat  vrithour  tranquillity  or  safe- 
ty? Ha  had  refused  our  offers,  reject^ 
€»  our  fovoor,  impeached  our  justice, 
and  his  whole  efibrts  and  resouDces  would 
have  been  employed  to  subvert  the  onier 
of  things  we  had  established.  His  raeans^ 
perhaps,  to  affect  us  were  not  extensive  ot 
powerfol,  but  his  object  and  mind  would 
have  beeui  certainly  hostile,  and  we  should 
have  created^  in  the  very  heart  of  our  en»- 
pire,  a  counteracting  inffuence*-^a.  centre 
of  diaafibotion^  anound  which  all  the  diasa* 
tiafoction,  intrigue,  discontent,  and  turbui* 
lence  of  tho  country  might  gather  and  ao« 
cumulate-*-where  every  lioetila  movemena 
would  find  a. promoter;  every  enemy,  fi»« 
reigtt  or  domestic,  Indian  or  European,  m 
friend^  an^ally,  and  an  instcument.  lliia 
surely  WBftsaftcient  to  have  dictated  to  ua 
tha^  prudence  of  oonsigning  the  sceptre^ 
nominaland  banran asit  apf^ared, to  safiu: 
and  less,  doubtful  hands.^-^  iawidi  sin« 
cere  rcigretl  ventaea-tareeal  to  tha  recoU 
lection  of'  the  house  an  event  so  afflicting^ 
aa.tha latemuthny  at  Vellore ;  but^ sii^  no** 
thing  oantmof^  forcibly  illustrate  myar-. 
gument.  If  a  son  of  Tippoo  Sultaun,  & 
priaanec  int  that  fortress,  without  pofwr^ 
without  wealth,  wttboat  means  of  soduo*. 
tion,  oould.  be  supposed  to  produce  sudis 
effects  asibymany  are '  attributed  to  hia 
intrigues  and  exertions,  wbat  mightL  nati 
hava  been,  those  produced'  by  tha  prinoai 
of  the  country  with  similar  disporiticmsi. 
and  means,  infinitely  iporO'eaDtmied.    £ 
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will  only  add,  though  they  would  not,  per- 
haps, have  shaken  the  foundation  of  our 
empire,  they  might  yet  have  given  birth 
to  such  scenes  of  convulsion,  horror,  and 
bloodshed,  as  would  have  been  long  to  be 
remembered  and  deplored. — ^It  now  re- 
mains forme  to  say  a  very  few  words  (very 
few,  I  assure  the  house,  they  shall  be,)  on 
what  I  own  is,  in  my  estimation,  a  compa- 
ratively subordinate  part  of  our  consi- 
deration, I  mean  the  circumstances  that 
attended  the  execution  of  the  measures  in 
question.  Indeed,  sir,  for  the  detail  of  them 
I  am  inclined  to  rest  simply  on  the  con- 
tents of  the  documents  on  the  table ;  and 
I  do  so  with  the  more  readiness,  because  I 
feel  I  have  already  trespassed  much  too 
long  on  the  patience  of  the  house,  and  am 
certain  whatever  I  shall  omit,  will  be  am- 
ply and  more  ably  supplied  by  others,  who 
are  likely  to  take  a  share  in  this  discussion. 
— ^The  circumstances  are  stated  in  the  re- 
port of  the  commissioners,  and  very  dif- 
ferently in  a  letter,  professing  to  be  writ- 
ten by  Ally  Hussein,  and  addressed  to  his 
agents  in  England.  On  that  letter,  some 
reliance  mav  probably  be  placed,  by 
those  who  shall  follow  the  honourable 
baronet  in  the  debate  ;  upon  that  letter, 
therefore,  I  wish  to  mzke  a  single  observa- 
tion, without  entering  into  any  particular 
refutation  of  the  statement  it  contains. — 
It  was  originally  produced  by  a  motion  of 
my  ovm.  Havine  heard  that  parts  of  it 
had  appeared  in  the  newspapers,  and  that 
it  might  be  produced  entire  if  moved  for, 
I  was  defi(irous  of  having  it  before  the 
house,  as  well  as  every  other  document 
that  could  be  supposed  to  bear  upon,  or 
elucidate  the  measure  under  our  considera- 
tion. In  moving  for  its  production,  how- 
ever, I  certainljr  did  not  intend  to  convey 
any  opinion  of  its  authenticity — of  that  I 
know  nothing.  The  s^le  and  sentiments 
of  the  letter,  certainly  oetray  the  charac- 
ter rather  of  European  than  of  Indian  ori- 
gin, and  do  not  at  all  wear  the  semblance 
of  the  unassisted  performance  of  a  person 
of  the  age  of  Ally  Hussein.  There  is  that 
contained  in  it  besides,  which  is  so 
averse  from  all  the  principles  of  Eastern 
governments,  that  the  idea  of  it  could 
scarcely  have  entered  into  the  imagination 
of  an  Asiatic  prince:  what  I  allude  to  is 
the  recommendation  of  an  appeal  to  the 
British  people.  Yet,  sir,  it  may  neverthe- 
less be  authentic,  and,  if  it  is,  I  only  en- 
treat the  house  to  allow  it  the  weight  it 
deserves,  and  no  more.  Even  if  authen<- 
6c,  it  is  but  the  statement  of  an  individual 


in  his  own  case,  sug^sting  to  his  friends 
applications  in  his  behalf,  to  every  quarter 
where  application  might  be  supposed  ad- 
vantageous— supplying  them  with  grounds 
of  appeal  to  every  feeling,  every  senti- 
ment, every  interest,  which  could  be  con- 
ceived   capable  of  creating  dispositions 
favourable  to  his  cause ;  they  are  directed 
to  address  themselves  to  the  king,  to  the 
prince  of  Wales,  to  the  board  of  controul, 
to  the  court  of  directors,  to  the  house  of 
commons,  and,  lastly,  to  the  creditors  of 
his  predecessors,  the  nabobs  of  Arcot,  on 
whom  he  appears  justly  and  confidently  to 
have  relied,  as  his  best  allies  in  overturn- 
ing the  present  arrangement  in  the  Cama- 
tic,  and  e£fecting  his  roll  restoration  to  the 
musnud. — ^That  in  such  a  representation 
facts  should  be  disfigured,  and  every  topic 
should  be  insisted  upon  that  could  move 
compassion  for  unmerited  suffering,  excite 
indignation  against  injustice  and  cruelty, 
or  fix  upon  the  measures  of  the  British 
government  the  odious  imputations  of  op- 
pression and  tyranny,  is  not  to  be  wonder- 
ed at;  but,  it  does  not  follow  that  because 
such  statements  are  afiecting,  they  are, 
therefore,  entitled  to  our  implicit  confi- 
dence ;  it  must  be  remembered,  that  se- 
vere truth  is  not  the  distinguishing  charac« 
teristic  of  Indian  representations,  and  for 
the  veracity  of  any  one  word  contained  in 
this  letter,  no  responsibility  whatever  ex- 
ists.    On  the  contrary,  the  report  of  the 
cofsnussioners  which  is  opposed  to  it,  ap- 
pears as  an  official  document,  authentica- 
ted by  men  of  the  highest  estimation  for 
truth,  humanity,  and  integrity,  deputed 
by  the  British  government,  acting  under 
the  eye  of  the  British  government,  and 
responsible  to  it  for  the  correctness  of 
every  circumstance  and  fact  related  m  it. 
Althou^  there  are  several  points  of  diflfer- 
ence  on  which  I  should  be  glad  to  remark, 
I  shall  leave  that  task  to  others,  and  con- 
tent myself  with  dismissing  these  discor- 
dant accounts,  with  the  single  observation 
I  have  made,  in  the  full  conviction,  that 
where  contradictions  appear  (which  can- 
not escape  any  one  in  the  comparison  of 
the  statements,)  the  house  will  feel  on- 
which  side  the  truth  is  likely  to  rest,  and 
to  which  its  ccmfidence  ou«^t  to  incline. 
— :-It  is  scarce  within  possibility,  that  to  a 
transaction  of  this  nature,  circumstances  of 
apparent  hardship  should  not  be  incident; 
circumstances  to  touch  our  best  feelings, 
to  call  forth  our  compassion  and  sympa- 
thy, and  to  afford  the  materials  for  much 
eloquent  and  impressive  declamation.  But 
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before  gentlemen  abandon  themselves  to 
emotions  of  this  nature,  I  implore  them  to 
Treigh  well  and  impartially  all  the  consi- 
derations connected  with  the  case  before 
them.  In  doing  80>  I  am  persuaded  they 
%till  be  satisfied  that  no  degree  of  attention 
that  humanity  could  dictate,  has  been  want- 
ing, that  every  hardship  that  could  be 
avoided  was  prevented,  and  those  which 
were  inevitable  alleviated,  as  far  as  was 
eompaftible  with  the  secure  accomplishment 
of  the  measure  to  be  effected.  Whatever, 
as  a  matter  of  unavoidable  hardship,  fell 
upon  Ally  Hussein,  I  unaffectedly  regret; 
his  early  death  I  regret  also;  but  in 
the  compassion  I  may  feel  for  his  fate,  I 
cannot  forget  justice^  or  consent  to  admit 
that  his  death  has  any  direct  connec- 
tion with  the  measures  that  were  adopt- 
ed. Examine  every  circumstance  of  it, 
end  no  unprejudiced  mind  will  discover 
^en  a  colourable  ground  for  suspicion. 
ff  even  his  situation  preyed  upon  his 
itrirtd  and  affected  his  health,  (of  which, 
htWeVeV*,  there  is  no  proof,)  it  may  be  a 
iftatter  of  concl^em,  but  can  be  none  of 
crimtnal  accusation  against  the  British 
gfivernment.  The  rigorous  severity  of  re- 
straint and  conRnement,  so  loudly  com- 
plaini^d  of,  appears  never,  in  fact,  to  have 
existed,  either  with  respect  to  Ally  Hus- 
sein, or  to  the  princes  of  the  family  gene- 
rally ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  proved  in- 
contestiWy  by  the  papers,  that  full  liberty 
ufas  affbfded  them  of  quirting  the  precincts 
of  the*  pdlace,  if  they  preferred  it  to  yield- 
ing the  usual  obedience  to  their  constituted 
head.  That  they  were  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  nabob  is  true;  but,  such  were 
the  precautions  taken  by  lord  Clive,  such 
his  constant  communfcation  with  the 
palace,  that  no  abuse  of  that  authority,  no 
outrage  or  violence  could  take  place  with- 
out his  knowledge,  and  in  speaking  of 
various  representations  from  several  dis- 
contented members  of  the  family,  he  dis- 
tinctly declares  himself  enabled  to  state, 
*  that  the  facts  described  in  them,  are,  in 
'  some  respects,  exaggerations  of  trivial 
'  circumstances,  in  others,  absolutely  with- 
'  out  foundation.' — The  illness  of  Ally 
Hdssein  commenced,  as  it  appears,  in  the 
apatlnients  of  his  aunt,  the  Sultan  ul  Nissa, 
one  of  the  most  active  and  avowed  enemies 
of  the  new  arrangements,  with  vrhom  he 
hiid  resided  for  some  time,  and  who  would 
natiihilly  watch  over  his  safety  with  more 
than  comitibn  anxiety  and  -vigilance. 
Th^e  he  remained,  till  removed  to  the 
house  of  bis  mother,  a  few  days  preceding 
Vol.  XI. 


his  dissolution,  in  a  state  of  hopeless  in- 
sensibility. .The  first  intelligence  of  his 
illness  was  communicated  by  the  nabob 
Azim  ul  Doulah.  Every  medical  assist- 
ance was  immediately  ofJered  that  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  governor  to  furnish, 
it  was  at  first  resisted  by  the  prince's  at- 
tendants, and  when  with  difficulty  ad- 
mitted, proved  too  late  to  be  availing. 
Not  an  idea  seems  to  have  been  entertained 
at  the  time,  that  the  cause  of  his  death 
was  otherwise  than  natural;  there  isnd 
suspicion  thrown  out,  and  even  the  letter, 
professed  to  be  sent  but  could  not  be  sent, 
by  Ally  Hussein  to  lord  Clive,  the  day 
before  his  decease,  confirms  the  innocence 
of  the  nabob.  The  mention  of  spells  and 
incantations,  if  they  prove  nothing  on  one 
side,  prove  much  on  the  other ;  they  in- 
dicate the  spirit  in  which  the  letter,  fVorti 
whatever  quarter  it  came,  was  composed ; 
and,  by  a  reference  to  such  grounds  of 
accusation,  prove  the  total  want  of  all  that 
was  more  substantial  and  credible.  What 
benefit,  in  truth,  could  be  derived  fi*om 
such  an  act,  compared  with  the  risk  at- 
tending it?  The  establishment  of  thfe 
new  order  of  things  waB  complete ;  all 
rivalry  was  at  an  end  ;  the  determination 
of  the  British  power  was  manifested,  and 
its  support  irrevocably  pledged  to  Azim 
ul  Doulah  ;  had  he  then  felt  the  idle  de- 
sire to  make  assurance  double  sure,  by  a 
crime  so  atrocious,  could  he  have  promised 
himself  any  advantage  to  balance  the  con- 
sequences of  almost  intevitable  detection, 
which  must  have  raised  against  him  the 
horror  and  detestation  of  alt  mankind,  and 
most  of  all,  I  trust,  of  those  by  whose 
fa>M>ur  he  had  been  elevated,  and  whose 
indignation  could  in  a  moment  have  dis- 
missed him  from  the  throne,  of  which  he 
was  unworthy,  to  the  obscurity  frorti 
whence  he  was  taken? — I  have  now,  sir, 
traced,  (I  am  conscious  how  imperfectly,) 
the  circfe  I  proposed  in  my  outset.  lifl 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  at  all  suc- 
cessful in  conveying  to  the  house  the  im- 
pressions of  my  own  mind,  I  can  entertain 
little  doubt  of  the  result  of  this  discussion. 
If  I  have  failed  in  so  doing,  convinced  as  I 
am  of  the  truth  of  those  impressions,  I  have 
the  consolation  of  knowing  thefe  are  many 
present  who  equally  feel,  and  bj;  their 
superior  authority  and  eloquence,  aie  in- 
finitely more  capable  of  giving  thenn 
weight  than  I  can  pretend  to  be,  and  who 
will  do  justice  to  a  cause  to  which  my 
powers  are,  I  am  sensible,  little  equal.— ^ 
With  the  views  I  entertain  of  tlte  tran** 
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action  before  us,  it  will  not  be  wondered 
at  that  I  should  not  have  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  inquire  particularly  whence  it 
originated,  whether  in  the  orders  trans- 
mitted from  home,  or  in  the  unaided  aiid 
spontaneous  zeal  of  the  government  in 
India?  Approved  and  sanctioned  as  it 
has  been  by  the  authorities  constituted  to 
superintend  the  administration  of  our  In- 
dian affairs,  I  consider  the  measure  as  an 
act  of  the  British  government ;  what  may 
be  the  sentiments  of  the  court  of  directors, 
I  do  not  pretend  to  know,  but  I  must  re- 
mark, that  though  on  many  other  points 
lord  Wellesley  has  incurred  their  censure, 
into  the  catalogue  of  his  faults  or  errors 
this  has  not  been  introduced.  I  am,  there- 
fbre,  willing  to  infer,  that  in  acting  with 
zealous  solicitude  for  their  interests,  he 
may  have  been,  felt  to  have  deserved, 
though  he  has  not  received,  the  expression 
of  their  approbation.  In  that  sentiment 
of  approbation,  whether  participated  in  by 
them  or  no<  I  cordially  concur.  In  my 
official  capacity  I  have  cheerfully  declared 
it,  and  here;  as  a  member  of  parliament, 
with  equal  satisfaction  and  sincerity  in  the 
presence  of  my  country  I  repeat  it,  and  re- 
joice in  the  opportunity  once  more  afforded 
me,  of  bearing  a  public  though  feeble  testi- 
mony, to  the  transcendant  merits  of  the 
.late  governor-general.  Under  his  auspices 
this  ^eat  and  desirable  measure  was  ac- 
complished. Underx  the  same  auspices 
the  British  power  in  India  has  attained  a 
height  that  will  be  the  admiration  of  fu- 
ture times,  when  thejtransient  feelings  of 
this  day  are  past  and  forgotten.  I  rather 
wish>  for  the  honour  of  my  country,  to 
dwell  on  the  services  he  has  rendered, 
than  that  return  of  obloquy  and  persecu- 
tion with  which  they  have  Been  rewarded. 
It  is  true,  sir,  in  assuming  the  government 
of  India  he  found  a  great  and  powerful 
empire,  but  he  found  it  encompassed  with 
perils,  exposed  to  the  rivalry,  and  threaten- 
ed by  the  designs  of  surrounding  powers. 
Tippoo  Sultaun  cherishing  implacable  ha- 
tred against  us,  was  maturing  his  projects 
of  vengeance,  and  preparing  as  he  thought 
our  destruction.  The  extensive  resources 
of  dae  Maratta  confederacy^  influenced  by 
-councils  hostile  to  our  empire  and  inter- 
ests ;  were  formidable  and  unbroken.  The 
Niaam  subjugated  by  a  numerous  force, 
under  the  command  of  FFench  officers, 
.was  a  slave  in  his  very  capital.  A  more  con- 
siderable, and  almost  independent  French 
power,  fixed  in  Doab,  and  in  possession  of 
4ho  person  of  the  mogul,  menaced  our  most 


vulnerable  frontier  on  the  side  of  Oude, 
allied  with  France,  and  prepared  to  co- 
operate with  her  or  any  other  invader  of 
the  British  dominions.  Mark  the  change. 
The  sultaun  overthrown ;  his  hatred,  his 
name,  his  kingdom  extinguished  for  ever. 
The  Nizam  emancipated  from  French  in- 
fluence, amongst  our  closest  and  most  at- 
tached allies.  The  Maratta  confederacy, 
broken,  disjointed,  and  humbled  by  our 
arms,  is  no  longer  an  object  of  anxiety  or 
alarm.  The  French  force  in  every  part  of 
India  dissolved  and  dispersed,  and  scarco 
an  individual  of  the  nation  remain'mg  on 
that  vast  portion  of  the  earth,  but  by  our 
sufierance  and  permission.  The  unques- 
tioned predominance  of  Britain  established, 
without  a  rival  throughout  the  Indian 
world,  and  the  blessings  of  British  justice 
and  government  extended  to  millions  of 
thankful  and  protected  subjects. — In  th« 
course  of  these  events  much  has  been  ad- 
ded to  the  British  dominions,  much  to  the 
glory  and  splendour  of  the  British  name, 
to  which  no  one  has  more  contributed  thaa 
my  right  hon.  friend  near  me.  (Sir  A. 
Wellesley.)  But,  sir,  the  wisdom  which 
guided,  and  the  genius  which  inspired  all 
the  measures  from  which  those  eCTects  have 
flowed,  have  not  so  much  added  to  the  ex- 
tent of  our  possessions  and  the  glory  of 
our  name,  as  to  the  permanent  strength, 
solidity,  and  security,  of  our  empire.  Con* 
tem  plating  our  situation  as  the  late  ffover* 
nor-general  found  it  on  his  arrival,  and 
comparing  it  with  what  he  left  it  at  his  de* 
parture,  we  may  well  say,  laieritiam  invemi 
tnarmoream  rdiquit — I  shall  trouble  you  no 
further,  than  merely  to  acknowledge  with 
gratitude,  the  indulgence  I  have  received, 
and  entreat  the  house  to  believe  if  I  ap- ' 
pear  to  have  abused  it,  that  I  have  been 
induced  so  long  to  trespass  on  its  patience, 
in  obedience  only  to  the  strongest  sense  of 
public  duty,  and  a  conscientious  convic- 
tion, that  in  vindicating  the  acts  of  lord 
Wellesley's  administration,  I  am  defend- 
ing the  most  important  and  valuable  in* 
terests  of  my  country. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamlton  contended,  that 
the  nabob's  father  and  grand-father  had 
lived  and  died  in  amity  with  the  British 
government,  and  that  by  the  treaty  of 
1792,  the  nabob  was  not  precluded  nrom 
any  but  a  political  association,  or  corres* 
pondence  with  the  native  powers.  No  one 
act  of  hostility  had  been  committed  by 
the  nabob,  nor  had  he  been  proved  in  any 
instance  to  have  violated  his  engagements 
with  the  company.    He  could  not  agree  \m 
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the  view  of  this  subject  taken  by  the  right 
hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down,  because 
it  appeared  b^  the  Papers,  that  the  general 
goTemment  in  India  had  the  intention  to 
annex  the  nabob's  territories  to  those  of 
the  East  India  company,  long  before  any 
charge  of  perfidy  was  imputed  to  him. 
What  must  have  been  the  fidelity  of  the 
nabob,  if  the  governor  general  could  not 
firom  the  year  1798  to  1801,  find  any  pre- 
text for  the  usurpation  of  his  territo- 
ries, for  an  usurpation  he  considered  it  ? 
After  tbe  clear  and  able  statements  of  the 
hon.  baronet,  it  was  unnecessary  for  him 
to^ay  any  thing  more  on  the  subject.  He 
was  aware  how  little  the  house  was  inclined 
to  entertain  a  question  of  this  kind.  If 
any  thins  was  calculated  to  rouse  the 
spirit  of  that  house,  the  statements  lately 
made  in  it,  relative  to  the  nabob  of  Oude, 
must  have  done  so.  At  that  time  the  house 
must  have  seen  the  honour  and  interests 
of  the  country  sacrificed;  and  after  the 
same  had  been  passed  over  without  the 
slightest  notice  by  the  house,  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  people  to  look  up  to  its 
justice  with  the  respect  and  reverence  it 
had  been  accustomed  to  do.  He  thought 
nothing  but  the  most  cogent  and  satisrac- 
tory  reasons  could  justify  the  proceedings 
towards  the  nabob;  and  that,  as  yet,  no- 
thing but  reasons  the  most  frivolous  and 
inconclusive  had  been  produced.  He 
should  certainly  support  the  Resolutions. 

Colonel  Allan  felt  that,  having  on  a 
form^  night  ventured  to  state  his  opinion 
upon  a  question  of  a  nature  similar  to  that 
which  was  now  brought  before  the  house, 
(the  Oude  Charge,)  he  §hould  not  dis- 
charge his  duty  with  satisfaction  to  his 
own  mind,  were  he  to  be  silent  upon  a 
motion  that  related  to  transactions,  which 
took  place  in  the  Camatic,  where  he  re- 
sided for  an  uninterrupted  period  of  20 
years ;  having,  in  the  course  of  that  time, 
also,  held  a  confidential  situation  under  his 
noblcf  fnend  lord  Buckinghamshire,  during 
the  whole  of  his  administration  in  India, 
he  had  opportunities  of  knowing  many  of 
the  facts,  which  were  stated  in  the  papers 
before  the  house.  As  the  nabob  of  Arcot 
had  never  wanted  advocates  (as  they  had 
witnessed  even  that  night,)  to  assert  that 
he  YiSiS  an  independent  sovereign,  and  as 
many  hon.  members  might  pot  have  had 
leisure  or  inclination  to  peruse  the  papers 
laid  before  parliament  upon  this  subject, 
he  wished  shortly  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  the  origin  of  our  connection 
with  Mahomed  Ally,  and  to  the  founda- 


tion of  his  pretensions  as  nabob  of  Arcot, 
in  order  that  a  correct  idea  might  be 
formed  of  the  title  and  privileges  which  he 
actually  possessed. — He  thought  he  could 
shew,  that  it  was  during  the  contest  be- 
tween the  English  and  the  French,  who 
had  gained  great  influence  in  the  Decau, 
and  aimed  at  the  exclusive  possession  of 
the  Camatic,  that  Mahomed  Ally  £1*31  in- 
troduced himself  to  our  notice,  not  as  the 
acknowledged  nabob  of  Arcot,  but  as  the 
competitor  of  Chunda  Saib,  whose  preten- 
sions were  supported  by  the  French. — He 
thouffht  he  could  shew,  that  in  that  war, 
which  terminated  in  leaving  the  English 
masters  of  the  Carnatic,  so  little  did  Ma- 
homed Ally  or  we  think  of  conquering 
merely  for  him,  that  the  British  colours 
were  regularly  hoisted  on  the  forts  which 
surrendered  to  our  arms :  that  we  obtained 
from  the  mogul  the  sanction  of  his  autho- 
rity, under  a  commission  to  Mahomed 
Ally,  as  nabob  of  Arcot :  that  that  office 
was  one  of  deputation  and  dependence  of 
a  military  nature,  and  quite  distinct  from 
the  administration  of  the  revenues,  which 
belonged  to  the  office  of  Dewan ;  and  that, 
through  British  influence,  tho^e  two  offices 
were  united  in  his  prerson,  under  the  ex- 
press condition,  that  the  management  of 
the  revenues  should  revert  to  the  Com- 
pany, in  the  event  of  his  being  guilty  of 
any  secret  practices,  or  of  any  failure 
in  his  pecuniary  engagements. — But  he 
thought  he  should  best  consult  the  wishes 
of  the  house,  and  certainly  his  own  incli- 
nations, by  abstaining  from  these  details ; 
he  should  therefcJe  content  himself  by  ob- 
serving, that  the  nature  of  our  connection 
with  the  nabob  of  Arcot  would  be  found 
accurately  described  by  lord  Macartney, 
in  a  letter  from  the  government  of  Madras 
to  that  of  Bengal ;  m  which  letter,  speak- 
ing of  this  .independent  sovereign,  his 
lordship  observed,  '  that  he  was  no  more 
reckoned  than  the  nabob  of  Oude,  among 
the  native  powers  of  Hindostan  ;  that  they 
were  both  Europeans,  in  connection  and 
dependence." — He  w^  aware  that  it  was 
irregular  to  repeat  the  words  made  use  of ' 
by  any  hon.  member  in  a  former  debate, 
but  he  hoped  he  should  not  be  considered 
out  of  order  by  slightly  alluding  to  them. 
An  hon.  member,  who  took  a  different 
view  of  the  Oude  question  from  that  which 
he  did,  having  adverted  to  the  situations 
of  the  vizier  of  Oude,  and  the  nabob  of 
Arcot,  brought  the  latter  below  the  level^ 
upon  which  lord  Macartney  hud  placed 
them ;  observing,  that  the  vizier  was  more 
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of  an  independent  soyereigo  than  Uic  nabob 
of  Arcot.  He  certainly  was  so ;  he  re- 
sided in  his  own  capital,  at  a  great  distance 
.  from  the  seat  of  the  British  goverpment ; 
he  had  numerous  armies,  and  his  forts 
were  garrisoned  by  his  own  troops ;  but 
he  wished  to  state  to  the  house,  and  to 
bring  to  the  recollection  of  some  hon. 
members  of  it,  the  opinion  of  that  great 
ttian,  Mr.  Burke,  regarding  the  independ- 
ency even  of  the  vizier.  In  tbe  ^th  Arti- 
cle of  chai'ge  against  Mr.  Hastings,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Burke  to  this  house,  in 
April  1786,  he  says,  <  that  the  reigning 
'  nabob  of  Oude,  by  taking  into  and  con- 

*  tinuing  in  his  pay  certain  bodies  of  regu- 
'  lar  British  troops,  and'  bv  having  after- 

*  wards  admitted  the  British  resident  at  his 
'  court,  into  the  management  of  all  his 

*  afiairs,  foreign  and  domestic,  and  parti - 
'  cularly  into  the  administration  of  his 
'  finances,  did  gradually  become,  in  sub- 
'  stance  and  efFect,  as  well  as  in  general 
'  repute  and  estimation,  a  dependent  on, 
'  or  a  vassal  of,  the  East  India  Company.'' 
And  he  would  beg  to  refer  hon.  gentlemen 
to  Mr.  Burke's  speech  on  the  nabob  of 
Arcot's  debts,  for  his  opinion  regarding 
the  independent  sovereignty  of  Mahomed 
Ally.  "  The  nabob  of  Arcot,"  says  Mr. 
Burke,  "  has,  in  truth  and  substance,  no 
*'  more  than  a  merely  civil  authority,  held 
"  in  the  most  entire  dependence  on  the 
"  Company.  — ^The  nabob,  without  mili- 
*'  tary,  without  federal  capacity,  is  ex- 
'^tinguished  as  a  potentate."  On  this 
topic,  he  could  also  quote  the  sentiments 
of  a  person  whose  testimony  would  always 
be  entitled  to  consideration.  He  meant 
lord  Macartney,  who,  in  a  letter  to  the 
secret  committee,  July  1785,  observes, 
that '  to  conciliate  the  nabob's  mind  to  his 
'  real  situation,  which  he  seemed  willing 
'  to  forget,  to  revive  in  his  memory,  with- 
'  out  wounding  his  delicacy  or  his  pride, 
'  the  steps  by  which  he  had  risen  to  eleva- 
'  tion,  to  lead  him  to  feel  his  obligations 
'  to  the  Company,  that  whatever  rank  or 
'  territory  he  had  ever  possessed,  cither  by 
'  his  paper  titles,  or  by  actual  occupancy, 
'  he  derived  from  tbeir  arms,  their  influ- 
'  ence,  their  generosity,  and  that  his  in- 
'  terests  and  security  were  so  involved  in 
'  theirs,  that  to  pretend  to  a  distinct,  sepa- 
'  rate,  independent^  sovereignty,  as  he 
'  talked  of,  or  to  imagine  that  he  could 

*  exist  without  the  Company ;  or  to  ex- 

*  pect  that  the  Company  would  go  on  de- 
'  fending  the  country  at  their  own  ex- 
'  pence,  without  an  adequate  share  of  the 


'  revenues  of  it,  were  absucdities  that, 
'  though  in  some  measure  warranted  hjf 
'  former  friendship  or  connivance,  he  wjf^ 
'  no  longer  to  indulge  in,  as  they  WA\d4 
'  prove  a  fatal  deceit  upon  himaeli^  and 
'  must  soon  end  in  his  total  destrociioii, 
'  and  in  that  of  his  best  friends  on  the 
'  coast. — ^To  engage  the  nabob's  mind  to 
*  a  calm  consideration  of  these  points  wa« 
'  not  an  easy  task,  but  it  was  a  necessary 
'  one,  and  was  performed  with  success; 
'  the  result  was  bis  assignment  of  the  re*^ 
'  venues.'— -The  view  taken  by  the  govern- 
ment at  home  of  the  relative  situation  of 
the  nabob  and  the  East  India  Company, 
corresponded  with  that  taken  by  lord 
Macartney;  they  say,  in  the  month  of 
June  1785,  '  We  are  ready  to  admit  that 
'  Mahomed  Ally  is  the  law&l  nabob  of 
'  the  Carnatic  ;  at  the  same  time  we  must 
'  observe,  that  he  acquired  that  title  by 
'  our  means,  and  is  now  supported  in  it  by 
'  our  authority,  nor  have  we  the  smallest 
'  intention  of  withdrawing  that  support ; 
'  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
'  sword,  that  most  prominent  and  essential 
'  mark  of  sovereignty,  is  exclusively  in  the 
:  hands  of  the  Company ;  the  nabob  can 
'  form  no  alliance,  either  oUSsnsive  or  de- 
'  fensive,  with  foreign  powers. — ^Even  in 
'  the  last  treaty  with  Tippoo  Sultaun,  w^ho 
'  had  invaded  the  Carnatic,  he  is  merely 
'  recognized  as  the  friend  and  ally  of  the' 
'  Company,  and  under  their  protection.' — 
The  hop.  member  contended,  therefore, 
that,  after  what  he  had  taken  the  liberty 
of  stating  to  the  house,  he  thought  it  could 
not  be  asserted,  that  the  nabob  of  Arcot 
was  an  independent  sovereign ;  in  fact,  he 
was  in  a  complete  state  of  subordin^ion, 
and  totally  dependent  on  the  British 
power. — Under  the  view  of  this  relation 
to  the  Company,  the  hon.  member  sajd  he 
would  examine  what  had  been  the  nature 
of  the  conduct  of  the  nabobs  of  Arcot,  in 
fulfilling  the  obligations  of  their  alliance 
with  the  British  power.  Mahomed  Ally 
having  failed  in  his  first  engagements,  by 
which  he  was  bound  to  liquidate  the  debt 
incurred  by  the  war,  which  had  established 
him  as  nabob  of  Arcot,  he  was  called 
upon,  in  1763,  to  assign  to  the  Company 
certain  districts  contiguous  to  Macfoass, 
(now  called  the  Jagkire) ;  at  first  ho  re- 
fused, and  wished  to  annex  some  condi- 
tions on  the  part  of  the  Company ;  hot 
lord  Pi  got,  then  governor,  informed  him, 
that '  it  did  not  become  a  man,  who  owed 
'  to  the  Company  the  situation  he  eiiioyedi, 
'  to  make  any  c6aditi<^  uodop  t«ck  cir^ 
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'  cumstances ;  that  they  did  not  take  any 

*  thing  from  him,  for  that  they,  in  fact, 
'  were  the  givers  and  he  the  receiver/— 
After  this  transaction  no  ma^rial  change 
appears  to  have  taken  place,  until  lord 
Macartney's  administration,  which  com- 
menced in  1781.  That  noble  lord  £»iUHi 
our  aflairs  in  the  peninsula  of  India  in  the 
most  critical  situation.  Hyder  Ally  had 
invaded  the  Carnatic  the  preceding  year, 
and  it  required  the  exertion  of  the  greatest 
talents  to  extricate  us  from  our  difficul- 
ties.— Lord  Macartney  soon  discovered, 
that  the  sole  cause  of  all  our  embarrass- 
ments proceeded  from  our  having  most 
unwisely  committed  to  the  nabob  the  un* 
controuled  management  of  the  revenues. — 
In  a  letter  to  the  secret  committee,  dated 
in  Jan.  1784,  to  which  the  hon.  member 
was  anxious  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
house ;  his  lordship  observed,  that  '  the 
'  first  thing  that  struck  him,  as  defective 
'  in  your  system,  was  the  nature  of  the 
'  Ccmipany  s  connection  with  the  nabob, 
'  by  which  the  resources  of  a  province, 
'  garrisoned  and  defended  by  your  forces 
'  in' peace  and  war,  was  altogether  in  the 
'  controul  of  his  highness,  under  a  simple 

*  and  insecure  engagement  of  reimbursing, 

*  by  instalments,  the  current  charges  of  a 
'  certain  proportion  of  those  forces.  This 
'  stipulation,  even  in  peace,  was,  from  the 

*  constant  failure  and  backwardness  in  the 
'  nabob,  a  source  of  perpetual  alarm  to 
'  government,  which  oflen  found  itself  ab- 
'  solutely  unable  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
'  ment  of  the  troops  when  it  became  due  : 
'  but  if  such  are  the  inccoiveniencies  of 
'  this  system  in  time  of  peace,  how  totally 
'  unprovided,  weak  and  defenceless  must 
'  be  your  situation  under  it  in  time  of  war.' 
Lord  Macartney,  therefore,  prevailed  upon 
the  nabob  to  confirm  the  assignment  to 
the  Company  of  the  revenues  of  the  Car- 
natic during  the  war,  and  until  his  debt 
was  licyiidated. — Unfortunately,  however, 
the  assignment  was  surrendered  back  to 
the  nabob ;  but  two  years  had  scarcely 
elapsed,  before  the  embarrassments  of  go- 
vernment weve  greater  than  evev. -^  The 
court  of  directors,  alarmed  at  the  accoui^s 
frwask  Madras,  sent  orders  to  sir  Archibald 
Campbell,  then  governor,  to  make  a  treaty 
wkh  the  nabob,  and  to  stipulate  ibr  a  sub- 
sidy of  10  lacks  and  30  thousand  pago^s. 
A  treaty  was  in  eonsequenee  concluded  in 
17*7,  by  which  the  nabob  vokmCarily 
agreed  to  pay  n'me  lacks ;  but,  in  less  than 
eighteen  months,  he  ^ile<l  in  his  engage- 
men^  aiKl  his  anFeaKS>  at  the  eoBpmenee- 


meat  of  the  war,  in  1790,  were  so  enor- 
mous as  to  oblige  lord  Comwallis  to  as- 
sume, once  more,  the  management  of  the 
country  :  certainly  on  the  principles  of 
justice,  though  not  provided  for  by  treaty. 
The  assumption  of  the  Carnatic  in  time  of 
war,  afterwards  became  an  article  in  the 
treaty  of  1792,  upon  which  occasion,  the 
nabob  having  represented  to  lord  Com- 
wallis the  inadequacy  of  his  resources  to 
discharge  his  pecuniary  engagements,  an 
indulgent  modification  of  the  treaty  of 
1 767  was  framed.  Had  the  treaty  of  1 792 
been  adhered  to  with  that  good  faiths 
which  we  had  a  right  to  expect  from  the 
nabob,  the  country  would  have  found  in  it 
a  source  of  increasing  prosperity ;  for,  by 
its  wise  provisions,  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  Carnatic  was  exonerated  from  those 
private  assignments,  which  had  ever  been 
productive  of  oppression  and  distress  to  the 
mhabitants  ;  but  the  expectations,  justly 
entertained  from  the  operation  of  that 
treaty,  were  disappointed,  and  the  evils  of 
the  administration  of  the  Carnatic,  if  pos- 
sible, increased,  after  the  death  of  Ma- 
homed Ally  in  1795.  It  now  became  ne- 
cessary, continued  the  hon.  member,  to 
examine  whether  the  nabob  adhered  to 
the  treaty  of  1792,  and  he  thought  he 
should  have  no  difficulty  in  shewing  that 
he  had  violated,  not  only  the  ^irit,  but 
the  letter,  of  that  treaty. — In  the  year 
1794,  his  noble  friend,  lord  Buckingham- 
shire, assumed  the  government  of  ^fadras. 
It  was  notorious,  at  that  time,  that  the 
nabob  had  granted  assignments  on  the 
districts  mortgaged  to  the  Company. — ^In 
the  minutes  in  council  of  his  noble  friend> 
the  mischiefs  resulting  from  that  practice, 
were  fully  explained,  and  the  system  was 
traced  through  all  its  intricacies. — In  a 
letter  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  dated  in 
Sept.  179(5,  lord  Buckinghamshire  ob- 
served, that  ^  the  fullest  consideration  ef 
^  this  important  subject,  with  the  contem- 
^  plation  of  that  ruin  in  which  the  nabob's 
^  breach  of  engagement  is  involving  the 
^  Carnatic ;  the  daily  accounts  which  hf 
'  received  of  the  oppression  and  miseries 

*  of  the  unfortunate  inhabitants,  and  the 
'  conviction  which  he  had  of  the  proffres- 

*  sive  annihilation  of  the  resources  of  the 
'  Company,  had  so  strongly  impressed  his 
'  mind  with  the  necessity  of  a  change  of 
'  system,  that  he  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 
'  ing,  if  there  be  no  deuht  (and  it  is  not 
'  possible  for  any  man  in  India  to  dotiht 

*  it,)  of  the  treaty  of  1792  having  being 
<  ¥iokted  by  ^  Babob>  there  can  be  no 
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'  question  of  our  right  to  avail  ourselves  of 
«  every  means  in  our  power  to  enforce 
'  such  a  modification  of  the  treaty,  as  will 

*  guard  against  the  fatal  consequences  of 

*  foture  violation,  and  he  was'Yiot  afraid  to 
'  hazard  his  character  upon  the  policy,  the 
'justice,  and  the  humanity  of  the  mea- 

<  sure/  Mahomed  Ally,  the  hon.  member 
said,  was  apprized  by  his  noble  friend,  that 
by  the  infraction  of  one  of  the  main  arti- 
cles, the  whole  treaty  had  been  cancelled, 
and  lord  Buckinghamshire  endeavoured, 
but  without  success,  to  prevail  upon  the 
nabob  to  agree  to  a  modification  of  the 
treaty,  by  placing  under  the  Company's 
management  a  permanent  territorial  secu- . 
rity  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  subsidy; 
and,  as  an  inducement,  offered  to  give  up 
m  claim  which  the  Company  had  on  the 
nabob  for  about  30  lacks  of  pagodas. — 
After  the  death  of  Mahomed  Ally,  lord 
Buckinghamshire  made  a  similar  proposal 
to  the  nabob  Umdit  ul  Omrah,  to  which 
he  likewise  refused  to  accede.  Umdit  ul 
Omrah  was  also  informed  by  lord  Buck- 
inghamshire, that  he  considered  the  grant- 
ing assignments  on  the  mortgaged  dis- 
tricts, a  violation  of  the  treaty.  '  And  the 
government  at  home,  in  July  1790,  warned 
the  nabob  of  the  consequences  of  such 
conduct;  but  there  is  stronger  evidence 
than  this,  of  the  nabob's  violation  of  the 
treaty,  for  the  nabob  himself,  in  a  paper 
delivered  to  lord  Wellesley,  in  May  1798, 
says,  '  Having  complained  that,  under  the 
'  present  arrangement  of  my  monthly 
'  kists,  he  was  compelled,  at  a  particular 
'  period  of  every  year,  to  raise  money 
'  for  the  payment  of  the  Company's  mi- 
'  litary  subsidy,  which  money  was  re- 
'  paid  from  his  countries  in  the  following 
'  manner ;  viz.  supposing  a  kist  of  a  lack 
'  of  pagodas  was  to  be  paid,  we  received 
'  60  thousand  from  the  country,  and  bor- 
'  rowed  the  remaining  40  thousand  from 
'  some  person,  and  give  him  an  order  on 
'  that  country  for  that  amount,  which  he 

*  receives.'  It  was  well  known  that  these 
assignments  extended  to  the  districts  spe- 
cified in  the  treaty,  for  it  was  recorded  by 
lord  Buckinghamshire,  in  a  minute  in 
council, '  that  the  southern  districts  of  the 

*  nabob's  country,  and  Tinnivelly  in  par- 
'  ticular,  as  being  the  most  distant  from 
'  the  presidency,  have  been  the  theatre 

*  in  which  these  scenes  have  been  chiefly 
'  exhibited  ;  but  it  is  notorious  that  simi- 

<  lar  practices  have  been  introduced,  and 
'  are  now  actually  carried  on  in  Nellore, 
« Arc^t,  and  Trichinopoly.' — ^The  house 


would  recollect,  that  every  one  of  those 
districts  was  specified  in  the  treaty. — ^But 
it  had  been  attempted  to  be  argued  by  the 
nabpb,  that  his  granting  assignments  on 
the  mortgaged  districts,  was  not  a  violation 
of  treaty ;  and  that  the  only  penalty  for 
so  doing,  was  in  the  event  of  those  dis- 
tricts being  assumed  by  the  company,  that 
the  assignments  should  be  of  no  value  and 
of  no  e&ct.    The  5th  section  of  the  8th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1792  was  as  follows, 
and  with  the  leave  of  the  house,  colonel 
Allan  said,  that  he  would  read  it.     <  In 
consequence  of  the  measure  whereby  the 
districts  mentioned  in  the  Schedule,  No.  2, 
become  responsible  for  any  arrears  that 
may  accrue  in  the  payment  of  the  above ^ 
stipulated  kbts,  the  said  nabob  agrees 
that  he  will  not  grant  tunkaws  or  assign- 
ments on  any  account  on  the  revenues 
thereof;  and  if,  contrary  to  this  condi- 
tion, any  tunkaws  or  assignments  should 
exist  when  the  said  districts,'  or  any  of 
them,  shall  be  assumed  by  the  said  Com- 
pany, such  tunkaws  or  assignments  shall 
be  declared,  by  the  said  Company,  and 
the  said  nabob,  to  be  of  no  value,  nof 
shall  they  remain  in  effect.' — ^Hc  would 
not,  however,  attempt  to  argue  what  should 
be  the  just  construction  of  this  clause,  as 
he  had  no  doubt,  that,  if  it  should  be  ne- 
cessary, it  would  be  ably  and  successfully 
argued  by  persons  whose  opinions  would 
have  more  weight  in  the  house  than  his 
could  have;  but  he  must  say,  that  he 
thought  his  noble  friend,  lord  Bucking- 
hamshire, had  put  that  construction  upon 
it,  which  was  intended  by  lord  Comwallis, 
who  framed  the  treaty,  and  that  it  was  at 
the  time  of  its  conclusion  so  understood  by 
the  nabob. — ^That  he  might  not  mis-state 
his  noble  friend,  he  should  make  use  of 
his  own  words  contained  in  a  public  letter 
to  the  Court  of  Directors.     '  The  5th  sec- 
'  tion  of  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
'  1792,'  says  lord  Buckinghamshire,  '  is 
'  made  to  affect  two  parties,  the  nabob, 
*  and  the  money  lender ;   if  the  former 
'  grants  assignments  on  the  mortgaged  dis- 
'  tricts,  he  is  liable  to  such  penalties  as 
'  generally  attach  upon  a  breach  of  en- 
'  gagement ;  if  the  latter  advances  his  mo- 
'  ney  upon  securities  upon  the  districts  in 
'  question,  he  hazards  the  loss  of  it,  on 
'  their  falling  into  our  hands ;  how  a  clause ' 
'  distinctly  affecting  two  separate  objects^ 
'  can  justly  be  construed  to  exonerate  the 
'  one  from  all  penalty,  because  its  final 
'  operation  upon  the  other  is  specifically 
'  provided  for^  is  beyond  my  cf^acity  to 
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*  discover.' — Upon  this  authority  then,  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  asserting,  that  the 
nabob,  by  granting  assignments  on  the 
districts  mortgaged  to  the  Company  for 
the  security  of  the  subsidy,  violated  the 
treaty  of  1792.  That  the  government  at 
home  were  decidedly  of  that  opinion,  is 
evident  from  a  letter  to  Madras  in  June 
1799,  in  which  they  observed,  '  that  his 
'  highness  has  distinctly  acknowledged, 
'  that  be  is  in  the  practice  of  raising  money 
'  annually  by  assignments  of  the  revenues 

*  of  those  districts  which  foi-m  the  security 

*  for  the  payment  of  the  Company's  sub- 
'  sidy ;  as  this  practice  is  unquestionably 

*  contrary  to  the  letter,  and  subversive  of 
'  the  spirit  of  that  treaty,  we  direct,  that 
'  immediately  upon  the  receipt  hereof, 

*  you  adopt  the  necessary  measures  for 
'  taking  possession, .  in  the  name  of  the 
'  Company,  of  the  whole,  or  ,any  part  of 

*  the  said  districts,  which  shall  appeal*  to 
'  be  so  assigned.' — Col.  Allan  then  said, 
that  if  he  had  succeeded  in  shewing  that 
the  treaty  of  1792  had  been  violated,  the 
justice  of  the  late  arrangement  in  the  Car- 
natic  must  be  admitted.  But  the  nabob 
had  not  only  violated  the  treaty,  by  grant- 
ing assignments  on  the  mortgaged  districts, 
but  also  by  entering  into  a  correspondence 
with  Tippoo  Sultan,  without  the  know- 
ledge and  consent  of  the  British  govern- 
ment. It  had  been  asserted,  that  an  eager 
examination  of  the  papers  of  Tippoo  Sul- 
tan, was  amongst  the  first  acts  of  the 
general  staff  after  the  fall  of  Seringapatam. 
It  chanced,  the  hon.  col.  said,  to  be  his 
let  to  be  the  first  British  officer  that  en- 
tered the  palace  of  Tippoo  Sultan ;  he  was 
on  the  general  staff,  and  in  the  confidence 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  had  op- 
portunities of  knowing  what  was  done. 
Tippoo  having  been  killed  in  the  assault, 
bis  sons  and  generals,  who  commanded 
divisions  of  his  army,  as  soon  as  they  were 
apprised  of  his  death,  surrendered  them- 
selves to  general  Harris.  Measures  were 
immediately  taken  to  secure  the  quiet  pos- 
session of  Tippoo's  dominions. — ^The  re- 
cords of  the  Mysore  government  were 
carefully  preserved ;  they  were  examined, 
and  the  correspondence  of  the  nabobs  of 
the  Camati^  having  been  discovered,  it 
was,  of  course,  transmitted  to  the  governor 
general.  Of  the  nature  and  object  of  that 
correspondence,  he  admitted,  that  different 
opi'nions  might  bfe  formed  ;  but  we  knew 
that,  by  the  treaty  of  1792,  the  nabob  was, 
bound  not  to  enter  into  any  political  cor- 
respondence with  any  native  power  with- 


out the  consent  of  the  British  government ; 
and  we  also  knew  that  the  nabob,  in  com- 
pliance with  that  stipulation,  was  in  the 
practice  of  sending  to  the  government  of 
Madras,  for  their  approbation,  not  only 
the  drafls  of  the  letters,  which  he  proposed 
writing  to  Tippoo,  but  also  the  letters 
which  he  received  from  the  sultan.   Keep- 
ing this  in  their  recollection,  gentlemen 
would  observe,  that  among  the  papers  be- 
fore the  house,  are  numerous  letters  firom 
the  nabob  to  Tippoo  on  the  most  trivial 
occasions,  merely  complimentary,  all  sub* 
mitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  govern* 
ment  before  they  were  dispatched,  clearly 
shewine  that  the  nabob  did  not  consider 
himself  at  liberty  to  hold  any  correspond- 
ence whatsoever  without  the  knowledge 
and  consent  of  the  British  government. — 
What  were  we  then  to  infer  ?  when  on  the 
occasion,  perhaps  on  the  very  day  on 
which  the  nabob  had  sent  one  of  these 
complimentary  letters  to  the  government 
for  their  approbation,  we  found  that  he 
had  also  written  a  letter  of  a  secret,  and  at 
least  a  mysterious  nature,  which  he  dis- 
patched to  Tippoo  without  their  know- 
ledge.— Some  of  the  communications  made 
by  the  nabob  through  Tippoo's  ambassa- 
dors were  for  the  purpose  of  apprising  the 
sultan,  that  he  was  suspected  by  the  Bri- 
tish government  of  carrying  on  an  impro- 
per negociation  with  the  Mahrattas,  of  ad- 
vising him  to  suspend  his  plans  until  a 
more  favourable  opportunity  occurred,  and 
of  recommending  him  to  be  more  guarded 
in  his  intercourse  with  the  French;  and 
we  must  not  forget,  that  Tippoo  hs^d,  on 
his  part,  sent  ambassadors  to  France  and  to 
the  Mauritius,  in  order  to  prevail  upon  the 
French  to  afford  him  military  assistance. 
What  then,  asked  the  hon.  member,  are 
we  to  infer  fi'om  the  secret  meetings  of  the 
nabob  with  the  ambassadors  of  Tippoo  ? — 
From    the    communications    made    only 
under  a  solemn  oath  of  secrecy  ?     From  a 
cypher  evidently  intended,  if  not  for  hos- 
tile, certainly  for  political,  purposes?  And 
all  this  at  a  time,  when,  it  would  be  re- 
collected, that  Tippoo  was  endeavouring^ 
by  every  means,  to  unite  all  the  Mahomet 
dan  princes  in  Hindostan  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  expelling  the  English  from 
India.  But  was  this  the  extent  of  the  nabob's 
treachery  ?    By  no  means ;  for  we  are  in- 
formed, that  in  a  conversation  held  by 
Mahomed  Ally  with  one  of  the  ambassa- 
dors, the  nabob  reprobated  the  wir  car* 
ried  on  by  lord  Cornwallis,  as  a  war  un- 
dertaken for  the  subversion  of  the  Maho- 
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medan  religioa ;  by  that  war,  Tippoo  was 
reduced  in  power,  wounded  in  pride,  and 
he  determined  on  revenge  ;  he,  therefore, 
determined  to  support  the  faith,  and  to 
exterminate  the  Infidels,  meaning  the  Eng- 
lish. With  such  feelings  on  his  mind, 
what  was  the  language  of  the  nabobs  of 
Arcot,  the  allies  of  the  Company.  It  will 
be  found  in  one  of  the  letters  from  Umdit 
ul  Omrah,  which  coutaihed  this  remarkable 
passage,  which  he  desired  might  be  re- 
peated to  the  sultan :  '  In  the  preservation 
of  thy  person,  is  the  perpetual  permanence 
of  the  faith.-— Let  him  not  remain  who 
wisheth  not  thy  preservation.' — ^The  hon. 
member  thougnt  no  man  would  be  bold 

'  enough  to  assert,  that  the  nabob  would 
have  ventured  to  have  submitted  that  letter 
to  the  inspection  of  the  Madras  covem- 
vaiat ;  and  yet  there  were  persons  disposed 
to  offer  an  excuse  for  every  act  of  perfidy 
in  the  nabob,  and  to  brand  with  odium 
the  British  name  in  India.  In  his  opinion, 
however,  it  was  enough,  that  thecon-espon- 
dence  found  at  Seringapatam  was  secret, 
and  thtit  it  had  been  carried  on  by  the 
nabob  without  the  knowledge  and  consent 
of  the  British  government ;  for  his  part, 
he  thought  that  no  impartial  man,  who 
had  perused  the  letters  which  were  sub- 
mitted by  the  nabob  to  the  inspection  of 
the  Madras  government,  and  had  com- 
pared them  with  the  letters  which  were 
found  at  Seringapatam,  could  lay  his  hand 
on  his  heart,  and  pronounce  that  cor- 
respondence to  have  been  innocent ; — ^the 
fair  presumptipn  was,  that  it  was  of  a  na- 
ture hostile  to  the  British  interests,  it  cer- 
tainly was  a  violation  of  the  treaty  of 

^  1792. — ^With  this  impression  on  his  mhfid 
on  the  subject  of  the  nabob's  conduct 
under  the  treaty  of  1 792,  he  should  trou- 
ble the  house  with  a  few  words  with  regard 
to  the  policy  adopted  by  the  British  go- 
vernment on  the  discovery  of  the  violation 
of  that  treaty.  In  the  first  place,  he  would 
remark,  as  a  general  principle,  that  the 
policy  of  some  arrangement  similar  to  that 
which  has  recently  been  adopted  in  the 
Carnatic,  could  not  be  doubted  by  any 
person  who  had  looked  into  the  papers.— 
As  far  bark  as  1774  the  inconveniences 
and  dangers  resulting  from  the  system  of 
the  naboi)'s  adminiitration,  had  been  of\cn 
experienced  by  the  government  of  Mfeidtas*, 
and  a»  often  represented'  to  the  court  of 
directori;  When  HydOT  Ally  invaded 
the  Camatic  in  1780,  there 'veas  an  instant 
■top  to  all  payments  from  thb  nabob. — In 
thi^ilreadful  exigency^  soeloquemly  de^ 


scribed  by  Mr.  Burke  in  the  speech  to 
which  the  hon.  member  had  before  alluded, 
the  assignment  of  the   revenues  of  the 
Carnatic  was  obtained,  without  which  all 
our  revenues  and  credit  must  have  been 
inevitably  sunk  to  no  purpose.     Of  the 
importance  of  that  assignment,  and  of  the 
danger  of  restoring  the  Carnatic  to  the 
nabob,  lord  Macartney  was  so  deeply  im- 
pressed that,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the 
court  of  directors,  he   says,  '  From  the 
'  moment  you  surrender  the  assignment, 
^  you  cease  to  be  a  nation  on  the  coast  / 
and  in  another, '  Without  the  assignment, 
'  1  see  not  a  ray  of  hope  for  the  preserva- 
*  tion  of  the  Company  or  the  security  of 
'  the  nabob.'— Lord  Macartney  justly. con- 
sidered the  assignment  to  be,  not  only  the 
rock  of  our  strength  in  the  Carnatic,  but 
that  the  nabob's  real  interest  and  happi- 
ness, as  well  as  the  general  security  would 
have  been  best  consulted  by  retaining  it ; 
and  that  the  Company,  upon  the  same 
principle  that  they  exercised  the  right  to 
wield  the  sword  for  the  common  good  in 
time  of  war,  ought  to  have  administered  the 
revenues  for  the  common  good  in  time  of 
peace.  Lord  CornwaA lis  perfectly  coincided 
in  opinion  with  lord  Macartney  as  to  the 
necessity  of  a  radical  reform,  and  he  exa- 
mined the  whole  system  of  our  connection 
with  the  nabob,  with  a  view  to  that  object. 
The  opinion  of  lord  Comwallis  must  have 
so  much  weight  with  the  hou^e   and  with 
the  country  at  large,  that  the  hon.  member 
was  anxious  to  draw  their  attention  to  an 
extract  of  a  letter  fiom  his  lordship  to  the 
court  of  directors  in  Aug.   1790,  '  I  must 
freely  own,'  says  lord  Oomwallis,  '  that 
I  could  not  venture  to  propose  any  plait, 
on  tfie  success  of  which  I  could  have  any 
firm  relianfce,  unless  the  nabob  could  be 
induced  by  a  largte  annual  revenue,  re- 
gularly paid  and  properly  secured  to  him, 
to  surrender  the  management  of  his  coun- 
try for  a  long  term  of  years,  to  the  com- 
pany.    The  nabob's  age,  his  long  con- 
nection with  us,  his  fight  to  the  posses- 
sion of  the  country  which,  howe\xr,  with- 
out our  assistance,  would  have  been  but 
of  little  ^Tilue  to  him,  and  exaggerated 
accounts  of  former  sendees,  mny  furnish 
topics  for  popular  declamation,  and  nlay 
posaribly  engage  the  nation,  upon  mistak- 
en ideas  of  humanity,  to  support  a  sys- 
tem of  cruelty  and  oppression ;  but  whiM 
I  feel  conscious  that  I  am  endeavour! nc^ 
to  promote  the  happiness  of  mankind,  and 
the  good  of  my  country,   I  shall   give 
very  little,  weight  to  suefi  con^dferati'ons, 
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'  and  I  should  conceive  that  I  had  not 
'  performed  the  duty  of  the  high  office  in 

*  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  place 
<  me,  if  I  did  not  declare  that  the  present 
'  mixed  government  cannot  prosper  in  the 
'  best  hands  in  which  your  part  of  it  can 
'  be  placed,  and  that  unless  some  such 
'  plan  as  that  which  I  have  proposed  should 
'  be  adopted,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Car- 
'  natic  must  continue  to  be  wretched,  the 
'  nabob  must  remain  an  indigent  bankrupt, 

*  and  his  country  an  useless  and  expensive 

*  burthen  to  the  company  and  the  nation/ 
This  was  not  the  only  proof  that  this  sub- 
ject had  engaged  the  most  serious  attention 
of  lord  Cornwallis,  for  in  a  letter  written 
two  years  afterwards,  his  lordship  observ- 
ed that,    '  If  there  had  been    the  least 

*  chance  of  obtaining  the  nabob's  acquies- 

*  cence  he  should  without  hesitation  have 

*  been  ready  to  have  proposed  to  him  as 
'  the  plan  best,  calculated  for  promoting 
'  his  own  interest  and  comfort,  and  the 

*  happiness  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Car- 
'  natic,  that  he  should  entrust  the  compa- 
'  ny  with  the  entire  management  of  the 
'  country,  under  an  engagement  to  pay 
'  him  regularly  a  liberal  portion  of  its  re- 
'  venues  for  the  maintenance  of  his  family 
'  and  the  support  of  his  dignity/  The 
hon.  member  said,  that  he  need  not  re- 
mind the  house,  that  this  plan  exactly  cor- 
responds with  that  which  was  proposed  by 
lord  Powis  to  Ally  Hussein.  Of  the  prac- 
tical wisdom  of  that  plan,  no  man  could 
doubt,  when  we  find,  notwithstanding  all 
that  had  been  done  by  lord  Macartney, 
by  sir  Arch.  Campbell,  and  by  lord  Corn- 
wallis, that  the  evils  of  the  nabob's  admi- 
nistration still  continued  to  exist  as  late  as 
1795,  and  to  require  correction.  Lord 
Buckinghamshire,  in  his  minute  dated  in 
Oct.  1795,  observed,  '  That  no  comment 
''  could  be  required  to  shew  that  that  spe- 

*  cies  of  government,  if  it  deserved  the 
^  name  of  government,  contained  the  most 
'  grievous  oppressions  of  the  people,  the 
'  certain  impoverishment  of  the  country, 
'  and  the  inevitable  decay  of  revenue/ — 
Impressed  as  his  lordship  was  with  a  seri- 
ous conviction  of  that  truth,  he  looked  with 
extreme  anxiety  to  the  nature  of  the  secu- 
rity provided  by  the  treaty  of  1792,  and 
his  lordship  stated  his  opinion,  that  there 
was  no  other  remedy  than  placing  the 
districts  pledged  for  the  security  of  the 
subsidy  in  the  hands  of  the  company.  The 
conduct  of  his  noble  friend  was  highly  ap- 
proved by  the  court  of  directors,  who  sin- 
cerely lamented^  that  the  nabob  could  not 
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be  prevailed  upon  to  adopt  the  modifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  proposed  by  lord  Buck- 
inghamshire,  which,  they  observed,  was 
founded  upon  principles  of  sound  policy, 
humanity  and  justice  ;    they  therefore  di- 
rected his  noble  fi'iend  to  renew  the  pro- 
position  in  their  name.      So  deeply  in- 
deed were  the  court  of  directors,  and  the 
government  at  home,  impressed  with  the 
absolute  necessity  of  this  arrangement, 
that  they  requested  lord  Wellesley  to  make 
a  short  stay  at  Madras  on  his  way  to  Ben- 
gal, in  order  to  prevail  upon  the  nabob  of 
agree  to  the  plan  proposed  by  lord  Buck- 
inghamshire.     But  these   were  not  the 
only    testimonies  of  this   branch  of  the 
question  to  which  he  could  refer  the  house. 
We  find,  said  the  hon.  member,  in  the  pa- 
pers before  us,  that   as   late   as  the   year 
1801,  the  opinions  of  lord  Powis  strength- 
ening and  confirming  those  of  his  prede- 
cessors, his  lordship  observed,  that  *  It  was 
'  material  for  him  to  repeat,  and  with  im- 
''  pressive   earnestness,  that   no  security, 
'  sufficiently  extensive  and  efficient  for 
'  the  British  interest  in  the  Camatic,  can 
'  be  derived  from  the  treaty  of   1 792,  and 
'  that  no  divided  power,  however  modified, 
'  can  possibly  avert  the  ruin  of  that  de- 
'  voted  country.* — The  hon.  member  de- 
clared, that  after  the  opinions  of  lord  Ma- 
cartney, lord  Cornwallis,   lord   Bucking- 
h'amshire>  and  lord  Powis,  publicly  record- 
ed, and  to  which  he  had  endeavoured  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  house ;    after  the 
fullest  enquiries  on  the  spot,  possessing 
also,  as  lord  Wellesley  did,  every  means 
of  acquiring  correct  information,  he  could 
not  reel  surprised,  that  lord   Wellesley 
should  have  considered  the  late  arrange- 
ment in  the  Camatic  as  founded  in  the 
wisest  policy.     Its  impolicy  however  had 
been  argued  upon  grounds,  in  his  humble 
opinion,  quite  erroneous.     It  had  been  re- 
marked by  those  who  differed  from  htm 
on  this  occasion,  that  formerly  we  had  no 
invidious  duties  to  discharge,  that  the  na- 
bob's government  exacted  the  revenue  and 
inflicted  the  punishments,  that  they  were 
regarded  as  the  oppressors,  whilst  we  were 
considered  a§  the  benefactors  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  that  now  we  had  changed  places 
with  the  nabob  ;  and  we  were  then  gravely 
asked,  whether  it  was  wise  to  have  taken 
upon  ourselves  a  task  which  must  render 
us  odious  to  the  natives  ?  To  this  point  the 
hon.  member  said  he  could  speak  firom  his 
own. personal  knowledge,  for  he  was  em- 
ployed tor  7  or  8  years  making  surveys  of 
the  country,  ajdd  traversed  every  part  of  iU 
2C  I 
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find  he  believed  he"  might  venture  to  say, 
that  at  tho  time  he  quitted  India,  no  Euro- 
pean hSid  seen  more  of  the  Carnatic  than 
himself;   he  had  many  opportunities  of 
learning  the  real  sentiments  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  declar- 
ing, that  they  invariably  spoke  in  praise 
amd  admiration  of  the  system  pursued  dur- 
ing the  period  that  the  country  had  been 
under  the  management  of  the  company's 
servants  ;  and  with  detestation  and  abhor- 
rence of  the   nabob's  managers,  whose 
oppression  and  cruelty  were  so  great,  that 
he  had  known  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  vil- 
lage fly  from  the  nabob's  territories,  dur- 
ing the  night,  to  seek  protection  in  those 
of  the  company,  or  perhaps  to  retire  alto- 
gether into  the  dominions  of  the  nizam  or 
of  Tippoo  Sultaun. — It  might  be  argued 
however,  (and  some   had  already  made 
the  attempt)  that  although  the   late  ar- 
rangement in  the  Carnatic  was  founded  in 
justice  and  policy,  the  family  oi  Mahom- 
ed Ally  had  strong  claims  on  the  liberality 
and  indulgence  of  the  British  government. 
It  may,    therefore,   continued    the   hon. 
member,  be  worth  while  to  examine  how 
fer  such  claims  are  well  founded.     From 
ourearliest  connection  with  Mahomed  Ally, 
we  had  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  him 
for  his  want  of  faith  and  honour,  instances 
of  which  had  been  recorded  as  far  back  as 
the  administrations  of  Mr.  Bouchier  and 
Mr.  Dupre,  and  the  government  of  Madras 
had  declared  that  the  nabob's  conduct  was 
such  as  to  destroy  all  confidence  in  his  en- 
gagements.— Lord    Macartney  observed 
Uiat  the  records  were  full  of  essential  fail- 
ures on  the  part  of  the  nabob  in  his  pecu- 
niary   engagements.      In  the  war  with 
Hyder  Ally  in  1780,  we  applied  to  the  na- 
bob in  vain  for  assistance  ;  the  same  when 
we  were  preparing  for  the  war  in  1790. — 
In  the  war  of  1799  the  government  wa» 
compelled  to  call  upon  the  nabob  for  pe* 
con  iary  assistance ;  for  when  lord  Welles- 
ley  assumed  .the  government  of  India,  he 
found  an  exhausted  treasury  and  our  cre- 
dit very  low.    The  nabob  promised  three 
lacks  of  pagodas,  no  very  large  sum,  but 
it  will  scarcely  be  believed,  that  he  ad- 
vanced only  10,000  pagodas,  or  0,400/. ; 
private  individuals  shewed  more  zeal,  and 
to  the  honour  of  the  British  commercial 
houses  at  Madras,  they  afforded  every  pos- 
sible assistance,  and  enabled  the  army  to 
move  from  our  frontier  to  Seringapatam. 
But  this  want  of  attachment  to  his  allies 
was  not  confined  to  failures  in  his  pecuni- 
ary engagements;  the   labob    actually 


shewed' an  indifference  to  the  BritiA  inte- 
rests, which  might  justly  be  at|i'ibuted  to 
disatFection.    In  a  letter  from  the  IttAdnis 
government  to  the  court  of  directors,  Aug. 
1799,  they  observed,  *  We  are  concerned 
'  to  inform  you  that  this  is  not  the  only 
'  instance  in  which  we  have  had  to  lament 
'  an  indiflerence    to  the  success  of  our 
^  measures  on  the  part  of  his  highness,  for 
'  instead  of  calling  forth  the  resources  of 
'  the  Carnatic,  for  the   supply  of   yo«r 
'  army,  his  highness's  managers,  in  every 
'  province  of  his  dominions.,  not  only  with- 
'  neld  all  assistance  from  their  respective 
'  districts,  but  opposed  every  possible  ob- 
'  ject  to  the  passage  of  supplies,  procured 
'  for  the  use  of  the  army  beyond  the  li- 
'  mits  of  his  highness's  domin^ons.'-^And 
the  governor  at  home  in  a  letter  to  Ben- 
gal, dated  the  4th  Dec.  1800,  mentioned 
Uie  particulars  of  the  nabob's  conduct  re- 
garding the  fort  of  Chandernagherry,  and 
observed  that,  '  a  more  decided  instance 
''  of  disaffection  could  scarcely  be  imagin- 
'  ed.' — Under  all  these  circumstances  ot  the 
nabob's  repeated,  he  might  almost  say  con- 
stant, failure  in  his  engagement^ ;  of  his 
indifference  to  the  British  interests,  an 
indifference  amounting  nearly  to  disaffec- 
tion;— of  his  violation  of  the  treaty  of 
1792,  not  only  by  granting  assignments 
on  the  districts  which  were  mortgaged  ta 
the  company  as  the  security  for  his  subsi  - 
dy ;    but  also  by  entering  into  a  secret 
correspondence  with  Tippoo  fultaun,  the 
implacable  enemy  of  the  British  name  in 
Inaia ;  the  hon.  member  contended  that 
we  were  justified  in  considering  the  treaty 
of  1792  as  annihilated;  and  m  adopting 
whatever  measures  we  deemed  necessary 
to  secure  our  rights  in  the  Carnatic.    Witli 
this  view  it  was  the  intention  of  the  British, 
government,  to  have  made  a  communica-' 
tion  to  the  nabob,  Umdit  ul  Omrah,  of  the 
poofs  which  they  had  obtained,  of  his 
having  carried  on  a  secret  coiTespondence 
with  Tippoo  Sultaun  contrary  to  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty   of  1792.— He  bad 
previously  been  apprised  of  his  violation 
of  that  treaty  by  granting  assignments  on 
the  mortgaged  districts.     Circumstances 
of  expediency  however  interrupted  this 
communication ;  it  was  protracted  by  ^ 
nabob's  illness,  and  his  death  frustrated 
the  wish  of  the  British  government  to  obn 
tain  from  him    satisfactory  security  for 
their  rights  in  the  Carnatic— ^Rekased 
from  the  treaty  of  1792,  which  had  been 
repeatedly  violated  by  the  nabob,  with 
the  recorded  opinions  of  brd  MacartiM]r# 
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lord  Comwallis,  lord  Buckinghamshire, 
and  lord  Powis,  that  no  divided  power, 
however  modified,  could  possibly  avert 
the  utter  ruin  of  the  Camatic,  the  opinion 
of  lord  Wellesley  was  further  strengthened 
in  these  sentiments  by  a  letter  from  the 
secret  committee  approved  by  the  board 
of  controul,  transmitted  to  him  in  June, 
1799.  In  this  letter  the  secret  committee 
observed,  '  In  the  event  of  a  war  with 
'  Tippoo  Sultaun,  the  respective  countries 

*  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  rajah  of 
'  Tanjore,  will  of  course  come  under  the 

*  company's  management,  and  they  direct 

*  that  they  be  not  relinquished  without 
'  special  orders  from  us  or  the  court  of  di- 
'  rectors.'  "Without  entering  into  any  de- 
tailed examination  of  the  contents  of  this 
letter,  he  would  be  satisfied  with  merely 
^ggi^^g  the  house  to  remark,  that  even 
upon  a  general  principle  of  expediency, 
and  ^vithout  any  knowledge  of  the  secret 
correspondence  found  atSeringapatam,  the 
government  at  home. ordered  lord  Welles- 
ley  not  to  relinquish  the  Camatic  even 
npon  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  with  Tip- 
p6o  Sultaun.  Tlierefore,  he  was  clearly 
of  opinion,  that  under  all  these  circum- 
stances, it  was  the  duty  of  lord  Wellesley 
to  form  such  an  arrangement  for  the  fu- 
ture administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Camatic,  as  should  result  from  a  full  con- 
sideration of  the  relative  situation  of  the 
nabob  and  the  East  India  company;  the 
ruinous  coa^quences  of  the  repeated  vio- 
lations of  the  treaty  of  1792 ;  the  interests 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  the  se- 
curity of  the  British  government,  and  the 
orders  that  had  been  received  from  the 
court  of  directors, — A  difficulty  however 
arose  with  respect  to  the  person  who  was 
to  succeed  to  whatever  degree  of  power  it 
might  be  deemed  safe  to  place  in  the  hands 
of  the  successor  of  Umdit  ul  Omrah.  His 
illegitimate  and  adopted  son  was  consider- 
ed entitled  to  a  conditional  preference,  but 
when,  under  the  suggestion  of  those,  who 
bad  been  the  advisers  of  his  father,  he  re- 
fused to  accede  to  the  terms  which  it  had 
become  necessary  to  annex  to  the  situa- 
tion of  nabob  of  the  Camatic,  the  succes- 
sion, subject  to  the  stipulations  required, 
was  oflfeted  to  and  accepted  by  the  next 
legitimate  heir,  the  soti  of  Ameer  ul  Om- 
nSi  and  grandson  of  Mahomed  Ally.  But 
it  had  been  said,  that  that  arrangement  in 
the  Camatic  was  beg\m,  continued  and 
concluded  with  a  rapidity  which  was  ob- 
servable in  all  the  foreign  trai^sactions  of 
tlie  Bengal  government  ^   it  was  no  doubt 


easy  to  make,  but  it  certainly  was  as  easy 
to  refute  such  an  assertion.  So  far  from 
that  rapidity  with  which  the  Bengal  go- 
vernment was  unjustly  charged,  it  appears 
that  lord  Wellesley  investigated  the  busi- 
ness with  the  most  deliberate  caution. — 
He  appointed  commissioners  (of  whom,  in 
consequence  of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.  bart.  who  opened  the  debate,  he 
should  say  a  few  words  before  he  sat  down) 
to  examine  the  persons  concerned  in  the 
correspondence,  and  to  ascertain  the  na^ 
ture  of  the  connection  between  the  nabobs 
of  the  Camatic  and  Tippoo  Sultaun  ;  he 
reported  the  proceedings  to  the  secret 
committee  and  to  the  board  of  controul  j 
and  it  was  not  until  lord  Wellesley  wai 
informed  by  those  high  authorities  that 
their  sentiments  perfectly  coincided  ^vith 
his  own,  and  with  lord  Powis*s,  that  ]^e 
gave  his  final  instmctions  on  the  subject, 
two  years  after  the  discovery  of  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  nabob  with  Tippoo 
Sultaun ;  the  charge  therefore  of  precipi- 
tancy was  quite  unfounded.  The  treaty 
with  Azeem  ul  Dowlah  was  concluded  in 
July  1806;  it  was  immediately  transmitted 
to  England,  and  it  was  now  only  necessary 
to  shew  that  it  was  approved  of  by  the  go- 
vernment at  home.  The  house  would,  he 
flattered  himself,  agre'e  with  him,  that  a  has- 
ty decision  had  not  been  pronounced  upoA 
that  important  measure.  In  Sept.  1802, 
fourteen  months  after  the  treaty  had  been 
concluded,  the  secret  committee  having 
had  the  papers  a  long  time  under  conside- 
ration, wrote  to  lord  Powis  as  follows, '  We 

*  do  not  feel  ourselves  called  upon  to  enter 
'  into  the  detail  of  the  circumstances  con- 
'  nected  with  the  case,  or  to  state  at  length 
'  the  reasoning  upon  those  circumstances^ 
'  which  has  led  to  the  conclusion  we  have 
'  come  to,  after  the  fullest  and  most  deli- 

*  berate  caution.  It  is  enough  to  state  to 
'  yens  that  we  are  fully  prepared,  upon  the 
'  facts,  as  at  present  before  us,  to  approve 

*  and  confirm  the  treaty  in  question ;  and 

*  we  arie  of  opinion,  that  acting  under  th6 
'  instructions  of  the  governor- general,  you 
'  stand  fully  justified  (upon  the  evidetice 
'  written,  as  well  as  oral,  on  which  you 
'  proceeded,)  in  deeming  the  rights  of  the 
'  family  of  Mahomed  Ally,  as  existing 
'  under  former  treaties,  to  have  *been 
'  wholly  forfeited,  by  the  systematic  perfi- 
'  dy  and  treachery  of  the  late  nabobs  of 
'the  Camatic,  Wallajah, 'and  Umdit  ul 
'  Omrah,  in  breach  of  their  solemn  trea- 
'  ties  with  the  company.  The  claims  of 
*■  the  funily  having  been  thus  forfei(ed^ 
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'  and  a  right  having  accrued  to  the  com- 
'  pany  of  making  provision  at  their  discre- 
'  tion,  for  the  future  safety  of  the  Carnatic, 
'  we  are  further  of  opinion,  that  the  nature 
'  of  the  security  which  has  been  provided 
«  by  the  treaty  for  the  defence  and  preser- 
'  vation  of  our  interests  in  that  quarter,  is 
'  of  a  satisfactory  description.  After 
having  so  long  troubled  the  house,  he 
would  merely  observe,  that  the  view  which 
he  had  taken  of  this  subject,  was  formed 
upon  an  attentive  perusal  of  the  papers 
laid  before  parliament,  upon  which  alone 
w«  could  form  our  judgment.  Indeed  the 
substance,  almost  the  whole  of  the  speech, 
with  which  he  had  presumed  to  trouble 
the  house,  was  founded  upon  those  docu- 
ments, and  he  should  therefore  oppose,  the 
resolutions  moved  by  the  hon.  bart. — The 
hon.  bart.  however,  in  speaking  of  the 
c6mmissioners,  had  used  an  epithet,  which 
the  hon.  member  said  he  was  sure  he 
would  not  have  done,  if  he  had  been  per- 
sonally acquainted  with  them ;  and  yet  a 
very  slight  examination  of  the  papers 
would  haVe  enabled  the  hon.  bart.  to  have* 
known  those  gentlemen,  by  character  and 
reputation. — Whatever  opinion  the  hon. 
bart.  might  have  formed  of  those  gentle- 
men, he  could  assure  him  that  there  were 
not  in  the  house,  nor  in  the  country,  two 
men  of  a  higher  sense  of  honour,  oi  more 
conscientious  and  honourable  feeling. — 
Col.  Close,  so  hfghly  distinguished  by  his 
talents,  his  zeal  and  integi'ity,  was  resi- 
dent at  the  court  of  Poonah  ;  if  he  were  in 
this  country  he  should  have  wished  him  to 
have  been  examiiied  at  the  bar  of  the 
house,  and  he  was  persuaded  that  the  hon. 
bart.  would  have  formed  a  different  opi- 
nion of  the  secret  correspondence  to  that 
which  he  entertained.  With  Mr.  Webbe, 
late  chief  secretary  to  the  government,  the 
hon.  member  said  he  had  been  in  habits 
of  the  most  affectionate  friendship  ;  ujj^or- 
tunatcly  for  his  friends  and  his  country, 
this  valuable  public  ofScer  was  dead  ;  he 
sacrificed  his  life  in  the  service  of  hts 
country  ;  he  was  a  man  of  the  nicest 
sense  of  honour,  justly  looked  up  to  as  one 
of  the  highest  characters  in  India;  he 
could  truly  say,  that  Mr.  Webbe's  me- 
mory was  universally  revered.  His  noble 
and  independent  mind  would  not  have 
allowed  him — [Here  the  feelings  of  the 
hon.  member  were  so  acpte,  that  he  was 
unable  to  proceed,  and  sat  down  with 
marks  of  the  greatest  sorrow  and  agitation.] 
Mr.  Windham,  on  account  of  the  lateness 
•f  the  hour^  and  the  number  of  hon.  mem- 


bers who  had  yet  to  speak  upon  the  sub- 
ject, proposed  that  the  debate  should  be 
adjourned  to  Tuesday  next^  which  was  or- 
dered accordingly. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  May  18. 

[Petitions  respecting  the  Report  on 
Distillation  from  Sugar.]  Mr.  Gooch 
presented  a  Petition  from  several  owners 
and  occupiers  of  lands  resident  in  the 
county  of  SuHolk ;  setting  forth,  '*  That  the 
petitioners  are  many  of  them  owners,  but 
the  greater  part  of  them  occupiers  of  lands 
In  a  county  where  barley  is  the  chief  article 
of  cultivation ;  and  that  it  is  with  concern 
they  learn  that  a  Committee  of  the  house 
has  in  its  Report  recommended  the  sub- 
stitution of  Sugar  and  Molasses,  instead  of 
barley  and  other  grain,  in  the  distilleries^ 
which  must  be  highly  injurious  to  the 
agricultural  interest  of  the  country  ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  had  trusted  that  the 
satisfactory  and  unanswerable  reasons  as- 
signed by  a  committee  of  the  house  last 
year  agamst  the  adoption  of  such  an  ex- 
pedient woulidl  have  set  at  rest  its  further 
agitation,  and  quieted  the  alarm  it  is  fully 
calculated  to  produce  ;  should  the  farmer 
be  deprived  of  the  certain  market  the  dis- 
tilleries afford,  even  for  a  time  to  be  limit- 
ed, it  must  tend  to  lower  the  price  of  grain^ 
and  damp  the  increasing  spirit  of  agricul- 
ture ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  however 
strongly  they  may  feel  the  distresses  and 
the  difficulties  under  which  the  West  India 
trade  at  present  labours,  however  anxious 
they  may  be  for  the  adoption  of  any  mea- 
sure for  its  relief,  still  they  caimot  per- 
ceive that  either  justice,  policy,  or  neces- 
sity requires  that  such  relief  should  be  ad- 
ministered to  them  at  the  sole  and  exclu- 
sive expence  of  the  land,  being  a  sacrifice 
of  the  more  important  interests  of  agricul- 
ture ;  and  therefore  praying  the  house 
not  to  allow  such  a  bill  to  pass  into  a 
law." 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  a  Petition  from 
the  lord  provost,  magistrates,  and  common 
council  of  the  city  of  Glasgow;  setting 
forth,  "  That  the  petitioners  feel  themselves 
called  upon,  at  this  interesting  crisis,  to 
express  to  the  house  their  unqualified  ap- 
probation of  the  proposal  lately  made  in 
parliament  for  the  temporary  suspension 
of  Distillation  from  Grain ;  the  present 
relations  of  these  kingdoms  with  the  other 
nations  of  the  world,  the  large  quantities 
of  grain  which  it  is  well  known  this  coun- 
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try  has  been  obliged,  for  many  years,  to 
import  beyond  the  extent  of  its  own  pro- 
duce,, and  the  necessity  of  oor  providing 
at  home  for  the  probable  deficiency  in 
these  importations,  eyidently  dictate  such 
a  prudent  measure :  and,  although  there  is 
just  now  plenty  of  grain  in  the  country, 
it  would  betray  a  great  want  of  foresight, 
in  times  like  these,  not  to  be  prepared  for 
every  event,  or  to  run  the  smallest  risk  of 
a  scarcity  amongst  the  people  of  these 
happy  lands ;  and  that  the  petitioners  are 
too  well  aware  of  its  universal  importance 
ever  to  make  any  request  in  the  smallest 
degree  inconsistent  with  the  agricultural 
prosperity  of  the  country  ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  feel  it  is  at  all  times  their  duty,  as  it 
is  their  interest,  to  promote,  as  far  as  lies 
in  their  power,  the  improvement  and  ex- 
tension of  agriculture  ;  but  they  must  con- 
fess they  are  not  able  to  perceive  how  the 
stoppage  of  Distillation  from  Grain  at  this 
time  can  possibly  interfere  with  that  im- 
provement; they  cannot  see  why  any 
alarm  should  be  excited  in  well-informed 
and  unbiassed  minds  by  such  a  proposal  ; 
they  cannot  allow  themselves  to  believe 
that  calculation  has  been  resorted  to  by 
those  who  have  taken  such  alarm ;  for 
surely  it  is  manifest  that  our  farmers  will 
have  to  provide  not  only  for  the  expected 
short  importations  into  this  country  but 
also  for  the  consumption  of  the  West  In- 
dia colonies,  which  have  now  to  look  to 
Britain  for  the  supply  of  a  large  propor- 
tion of  their  wants  ;  the  additional  quan- 
tity of  grain  required  for  those  two  pur- 
poses will,  beyond  doubt,  greatly  exceed 
all  that  is  at  any  time  consumed  in  the 
distilleries;  and  it  is  a  well-ascertained 
fact,  that  the  prices  of  the  different  kinds 
of  ffrain  mutually  operate  on  each  other, 
so  that  the  grower  of  barley  need  be  under 
no  apprehension ;  nor  should  it  be  foreot- 
ten,  that  the  proposed  suspension  of  distilla- 
tion from  grain  is  not  to  be  of  a  permanent,^ 
but  merely  of  a  temporary  nature,  and 
that  the  king  in  council  is  to  be  empower- 
ed a^in  to  permit  the  use  of  barley  in 
the  distilleries  as  soon  as  it  falls  below  a 
fair  and  reasonable  price ;  farther  the  pe- 
titioners cannot  avoid  expressing  their  sa- 
tisfaction, that  this  well-timed  measure 
will  also  lend  to  the  relief  of  a  very  nume- 
rous and  respectable  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, whose  interests  as  British  subjects 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked,  the  West  India 
planters  and  merchants,  who,  possessing  a 
considerable  quantity  of  sugar  beyond 
what  is  required  for  the  consumption  of 


these  kingdoms,  will,  by  the  use  of  that 
article  as  a  temporary  substitute  for  grain 
in  the  distilleries,  be  enabled  to  find  a 
market  for  the  surplus  produce  of  their 
lands,  and  the  country  will  thus  be  enabled 
to  defeat  the  malicious  purposes  of  our 
enemy,  who  equally  withholds  from  us 
those  markets  where  we  could  sell  our 
surplus  Sugar,  and  supply  ourselves  with 
what  grain  we  stand  in  need  of;  and 
therefore  prayings  that  the  house  may 
adopt  measures  for  suspending  the  use  of 
grain  by  the  distillers  of  Great  Britain, 
and  for  restricting  them  to  the  use  of  su« 
gar  for  a  limited  period/' 

General  Tarleton  presented  a  Petition  of 
the  mayor,  bailiffi,  and  burgesses  of  the 
town  of  Liverpool,  in  council  assembled, 
setting  forth,  "  That  the  petitioners  have 
seen,  with  feelings  of  considerable  regret, 
advertisements  for  meetings  in  several  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  for  the  purpose  of  agree- 
ing to  petitions  against  the  measure  re- 
commended by  a  committee  of  the  house, 
for  a  temporary  suspension  of  the  use  of 
grain  in  the  Distilleries,  as  calculated  to 
prove  injurious  to  the  agricultural  interest 
of  the  country ;  and  that,  in  the  present 
state  of  our  foreign  relations,  whilst  so 
many  of  the  ports  of  Europe  are  closed 
against  us,  rendering  it  impossible  to  pro- 
cure a  supply  of  corn  from  the  continent 
of  Europe,  whilst  in  addition  to  this,  the 
embargo  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
united  states  of  America  precludes  us  from 
obtaining  any  importations  from  thence, 
and  whilst  it  remains  an  undisputed  fact 
that  this  country  has  for  many  years  past 
been  dependant  upon  foreign  supply  for 
a  considerable  part  of  the  subsistence  of 
her  inhabitants,  more  particularly  in  the 
populous  town  of  Liverpool  ancl  county 
of  Lancaster,  the  petitioners  cannot  but 
think  it  a  measure  of  wise  and  prudent 
precaution  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  con- 
sumption of  the  produce  of  our  own  soil, 
and,  by  a  well-timed  restriction,  to  guard 
against  an  evil  of  so  great  magnitude  as 
must  result  from  the  failure  of  the  usual 
means  of  supply ;  and  therefore  praying, 
that  the  house  may  proceed  in  the  pro- 
posed measure  to  suspend  the  use.  of  grain 
in  the  distilleries  of  the  united  kingdom, 
for  such  period,  and  under  such  restric- 
tions, as  to  the  house  shall  seem  most  pro- 
per and  expedient/' — ^The  said  Petitions 
were  severally  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

[Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.]     Mr.  LetlMd^^e 
presented  to  the  house,  pursuant  to  their 
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order,  a  Copy  of  the  Minutes  of  tbe  Evi- 
dence taken  before  the  Committee  in  the 
last  session  pf  parliament,  to  whom  the  Pe- 
tition of  John  Palmer,  of  the  city  of  Bath, 
e?q.  was  referred* — ^The  same  hon.  gent, 
then  moved,  "  That  there  be  laid  before 
the  house,  an  Account  of  the  per  centage 
due  to  Mr.  Palmer  on  the  Nett  Revenue  of 
the  Post  Office  beyond  240,000/.  from  tbe 
5th  of  April  1793  to  the  5th  of  Jan.  1808, 
deducting  the  produce .  arising  from  in- 
creased postage  and  restriction  in  franking, 
and  also  the  sum  of  3,000/.  a  year,  receiv- 
ed during  that  period.^' 

Sir  Joim  Sinclair  objected  to  the  word 
^  due"  in  the  motion. 

Th^  Speaker  informed  the  hon.  baronet 
that  the  house  had  declared  it  "  was  due." 

[Criminal  Law.]  Sir  Sarfnuel  Romilfy 
rose  to  make  the  motion  of  ifi^hich  he  had 
given  notice^  for  some  amendments  of  the 
Criminal  Law.  He  wsus  aware  that  from 
pai't  of  the  public,  and  particularly  that 
part  of  it  whose  opinion  might  be  supposed 
to  have  moat  influence  upon  his  conduct, 
a  person  who  had  such  amendm^its  to 
propose  could  hardly  expect  praise,  but 
must  consider  it  enough  if  he  meets  with 
excuse.  His  apology  must  be,  that  he 
1^  not  taken  up  the  matter  lightly  or  on 
a  sudden ;  that  the  subject  which  he  pre- 
sumed to  bring  before  the  house,  was  one 
which  had  occupied  his  thoughts  for  many 
years  of  his  life.  ^  He  had  long  ago  pro- 
mised himself,  that  if  ever  he  should 
have  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this  house,  he 
would  bring  forward  some  measures  for 
reforming  the  criminal  law ;  and  recollect- 
ing this,  he  could  not  but  feel  that  he  ought 
rather  to  apologise  for  having  delayed  the 
proposal  so  long,,  than  for  bringing  it  for-r 
ward  now. — In  the  criminal  law  of  this 
country,  he  had  always  considered  it  as  a 
very  great  defect,  that  capital  punishments 
w^re  so  frequent;  and  were  appointed,  he 
could  not  say  inflicted,  for  so  many  crimes. 
No  principle  could  be  more  clear,  than 
that  it  is  the  certainty,  much  more  than 
the  severity  of  punishments,  which  renders 
them  efficacious.  This  had  been  acknow- 
ledged evi^r  since  the  publication  of  the 
works  of  the  marquis  Beccaria ;  and  he^ 
had  heard^  he  coula  not  himself  remember 
it,  that  upon  the  first  appearance  of  that 
work  it  produced  a  very  great  effect  in 
this  country.  The  impression*  however, 
had  hitherto  proved  unavailing;  for  it  baa 
not  in  thjs'  country,  in  a  single  instance, 
produced  any  attention  of  the  criminal 
Uwi  although  in  some,  other  states  of 


Europe  such  alterations  have  been  made* 
Indeed,  if  one  were  to  take  the  very  re- 
verse  of  tbe  principle,,  that  would  be  a 
faithful  description  of  the  criminal  law  of 
England  ;  in  which  punishments  are  most 
severe,  and  most  uncertain  in  their  appli- 
cation. It  is  notorious,  how  few  of  those 
who  are  condemned,  actually  sufler  punish  - 
ment.  From  returns  which  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  it 
appearSi  that  in  the  year  1805  there  were 
350  persons  who  received  sentence  of 
death,  and  of  whom  only  68  were  exe^ 
cuted,  not  quite  a  fifth  part  of  the  num-> 
her;  in  the  year  1S06,  325  received  sen- 
tence of  death,  of  whom  57  were  executed; 
and  in  1807,  the  number  was  343,  of 
whom  there  were  executed  03.  If  we  de- 
duct the  number  of  those  who  received 
sentence  of  death  for  crimes  for  which 
pardon  is  never,  or  very  rardy>  granted, 
and  take  the  number  of  those  who  are  con- 
victed of  felonies,  which  have  been  made 
capital  for  some  circumstances,  which  are 
not  in  truth  circumstances  of  aggravationi 
perhaps  it  will  be  found  that  of  '^  persons 
condemned  to  die,  only  one  suffers  death; 
The  question  is,  whether  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  should  be  sufffered  to  con- 
tinue in  such  a  state,  where  the  execution 
of  the  law  is  not  the  ni^le  that  is  observed 
but  an  exception  to  it,  and  where  it  has 
been  lately  said  in  language,  which  one 
would  expect  to  hear  rather  from  the  lips 
of  a  satirist  than  from  the  seat  of  judg« 
ment,  that  the  "  law  exists  indeed  in 
theory,  but  has  been  almost  abrogated  in 
practise  by  the  astuteness  of  judges,  the 
humanity  of  juries  and  the  clemency  of 
the  crown.^7— His  present  purpose  was  to  ' 
call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  one  class 
only  of  these  severe  statutes  that  had; 
from  the  change  of  circumstances,  acquired 
a  severity  which  was  not  orieinally  in- 
tended :  those  in  which  the  capital  part  of 
^the  charge  depends  on  the  amount  of  the 
property  stolen ;  such  as  the  statute  of 
Elizabeth,  which  punishes  with  d6ath  th^ 
stealing  privately  from  the  person  of  ano- 
ther property  to  the  value  of  12  pence; 
the  act  of  William  and  Mary  which  make^ 
privately  stealing  in  a  shop  to  the  amount 
of  5  shillings  a  capital  felohy,  and  many 
other  statutes  of  the  same  kind.  Such  art 
alteration  had  taken  place  in  the  value  of 
money  since  those  statutes  passed,  that  it 
was  astonishing  that  the  law  should  have 
been  sufl'ered  to  remain  in  words  the  same 
to  the  present  day ;  the  ofiences,  in  the 
mean  time,  having  become  altogether  di^' 
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ferent.    Perhaps  there  was  no  case  which 
could  render  more  striking  the  truth  of 
lord  Bacon's  observation,  that  lime  was 
the  greatest  of  all  innovators;  tor  in  pro- 
portion as  every  thing  which  contributed 
to  the  support,  the  comfort,  and  the  luxu- 
ries of  life  had  grown  dearer,  the  life  of 
man  had  become  cheaper  and  of  less  ac- 
count.— There   were   many   mischievous 
consequences,  resulting  from  such  a  state 
of  things,  which  did  not  strike  one  at  first ; 
but  which  became  more  evident,  the  more 
they  were  reflected  on.    Such  laws  cannot 
be  executed.    Juries  are  placed  in  the 
painful  situation  of  violating  one  of  two 
duties ;  they  are  reduced  to  the  alterna- 
tive, ot  violating  their  oath,  or  what  they 
are    sometimes   mistakenly    induced    to 
think  more  binding  on  them,  the  dictates 
of  humanity.     Oflen  against  the  plainest 
fvidence,  juries  find  the  property  not  to  be 
of  the  value  of  which  they  and  everybody 
else  know  it  to  be  ;  and  this  comes  to  l>e 
considered,  as  Blackstone  somewhere  ex- 
presses it,  as  a  "  pious  perjury,"  words 
which  one  is  sorry  to  see  ever  put  together: 
for  nothing  can  lead  to  more  immoral  con- 
sequences, than  that  men  should  familiarize 
themselves  with  the  violation  of  a  judicial 
oath.     The  law  ought  not  to  remain  so. 
Ofienders  are  often  acquitted  against  the 
clearest  evidence :  and  the  very  sc^verity 
of  those  laws,  by  a  necessary  consequence, 
holds  out  an  encouragement  to  crimes. 
While  there  are  thus  two  laws,  one  upon 
the  statute  book,  and  another  in  practice,  a 
total  change  has  taken  place  in  the  nature 
of  that  which  is  considered  as  the  most 
valuable  prerogative  of  the  crown.;,  the 
prerogative  of  shewing  mercy.     The  true 
state  of  the   case  is,  that,  in  exchange 
for  that  prerogative,  the  crown  has  the 
painful   duty   imposed    on   it,  of  select- 
ing those  upon  whom  the  judgment  of  the 
law  shall  be  executed.     In  London  and 
Middlesex  this  is  done  by  the  privy  coun- 
cil, but  upon  all  the  circuits  this  duty  de- 
volves upon  the  different  judges  of  assize ; 
and  it  is  felt  by  them  to  be  the  mpst  pain- 
ful of  their  duties.   No  rules  are  laid  down 
to  govern  them  in  the  discharge  of  it;  but 
they  are  left  to  their  own  discretion,  which 
must  necessarily  be  as  various  as  are  their 
different  habits  and  sentiments  and  modes 
of  thinking.     It  may  be  the  opinion  of  one 
jiidge,  that  punishments  ought  to  be  in- 
flicted most  strictly  when  crimes  are  most 
firequent ;  another,  with  the  same  ani^iety 
&r  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  thinks  that  it  is 
moAt  useful  to  be  rigoorous  whion  ^iwm 


make  their  first  appearance.    -One  judge  is 
more  influenced  by  humanity ;  another  more 
swayed  by  a  sense  of  what  is  due  to  the 
safety  of  the  community.     And  thus,  their 
discretion   is  apt  to  be  exercised  under 
motives,  not  only  difierent,  but  often  quit« 
contrary.    The  question  was,  what  should 
be  the  remedy  ?  Being  sensible  that,  when 
a  private  individual  takes  upon  himself  to 
propose  alterations  in  the  law,  it  becomes 
him  to  proceed  very  cautiously,  to  do  at 
first  too  little  rather  than  too  much,  to  alter 
and  yet  not  seem  to  innovate,  and  to  have 
the  test  of  experience  in  favour  of  his  first 
essays  at  improvement,  before   he   pro* 
ceeds  to  propose  all  that  he  would  have 
established;     being    strongly    impressed 
with  this,  he  had  at  first  intended  only  to 
move  to  repeal  the  statutes,  and  to  propose 
others  in  the  same  words,  only  with  sums 
equivalent  to  the  value  of  what  was  origi- 
nally fixed  by  the  legislature ;  and  by  re* 
enacting  the  laws  such  as.  by  the  authors 
of  them  they  were  meant  to  be,  to  repeal 
those  statutes  which  time  and  a  change  of 
circumstances   had  imperceptibly  substi- 
tuted in  their  place.     But,  when  he  found 
that  he  woula  thus  be  enacting  capital 
ptinishments  for  ofiences,  in  which  ther^ 
are  no  circumstances  of  aggravation,  he 
could  not  bring  his  mind  to  do  it,  and  he 
determined  to  propose  the« simple  repeal 
of  all  those  statutes.    As,  however,  they 
will  require  difierent  considerations,  he 
judged  it  most  expedient  to  bring  them 
one  by  one  under  the  review  of  the  house ; 
and  he  proposed,  therefore,  to  begin  with 
th^  most  objectionable,  the  8th  of  Eliza- 
beth,, chap.  4.  which  made  stealins  pri- 
vately from  the  person  a  capital  ofi^nce : 
declaring  it  at  the  sas^e  time  to  be  his 
Intention,  and  wishing  it  to  be  understood, 
that  he  will  at  proper  times  bring  forward 
a  repeal  of  the  others.    The  umiecessary 
severity  of  the  Sth  Elizabeth,  its  absurdity 
and  wani  of  logic,  made  it  a  disgrace  ta 
the  statute  book.    (Read  the  preamble 
and  first  enacting  clause.)     Reciting  that 
the  offence  was  sometimes  committed  un- 
der circumstances  which  were  an  aggrava^ 
tion,  therefore  it  enacts  that  in  all  cases, 
and  although  there  was  no  aggravation, 
clergy  should  be  talcen  away.    In  his  time, 
he  never  had  heard  but  o^  one  single  in- 
stance in  which  an  oflender,  convicted 
under  this  statute,  suffered  death  ;  it  was 
a  case  upon  the  northern  circuit,  where  a 
pick-pocket  detected  in  court  was  imme- 
diately tried  and  left  for  e^ecution#  It  was 
a  solitary  c?^  as  fiur  b^ck  as  he  couid  rev 
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Ttembcr,  and  even  if  that  had  been  omitted, 
it  would  have  been  no  great  misfortune. 
Under  this  statnte,  from  the  strict  con- 
stmction  which  the  judges  observed  of  the 
word  '^privily,**  that  very  violence  which 
would  be  an  aggravation  of  the  offence,  if  it 
is  not  such  as  to  amount  to  robbery,  saves 
the  offender. — ^There  was  another  subject 
which^  he  thought,  required  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  legislature ;  it  was  to  provide, 
in  certain  cases,  a  compensation  to  persons 
tried   and  acquitted,    after  having  been 
long  detained  in  prison.     At  present  they 
have  no  compensation,  except  by  an  action 
for  a   malicious    prosecution,  where  the 
judge  is  satisfied  there  was  no  probable 
cause.     If  suspicion  of  having  committed 
a  crime  falls  upon  an  individual  in  the  la- 
bouring class  of  the  people,  whose  family 
depends  upon  his  daily  wages  for  subsist- 
ence, he  may  lie  eight  months  in  gaol ;  for 
that  is  sometimes  the  interval  between  the 
summer  and  lent  assizes ;    and  in  the  four 
northern  counties,  he  may  be  imprisoned 
above  a  year.     His  family  in  the  mean  time 
is>  probably,  consigned  to  the  workhouse, 
and  when  he  returns  home  after  an  acquit- 
tal which  completely  establishes  his  in- 
nocence, he  finds   them  ruined  in  their 
health  or  corrupted  in  their  morals.    If,  for 
the  convenience  or  utility  of  the  public, 
private  property  is  ever  interfered  with  by 
the  authority  of  parliament,  full  compensa- 
tion is  carefully  made  to  tl^e  owner ;  but 
what  is  that  loss  which  is  thus  compensated 
to  the  opulent,  compared  with  the  injury 
suffered  by  the  poor  man  in  the  case  he  had 
mentioned  ?    It  will  be  said,  that  such  a 
case  does  not  happen  often,  but  it  some- 
times happens,  and  in  such  cases  a  remedy 
ought,  no  doubt,  to  be  provided.     The  dif- 
ficulty was,  that  it  is  not  every  person  ac- 
quitted who  deserved  compensation ;  be- 
cause many  persons  were  acquitted  who 
are  still  guilty  ;  acauittals  from  defects  of 
form  being  unavoidable,  even  under  the 
best  ordered  laws.      Another   difficulty 
was,  that  if  such  a  remedy  were  given  by 
law,  it  might  have  a  mischievous  effect  to- 
wards thpse  very  persons,  who  are  the  ob- 
jects of  redress ;  because  in  some  cases  the 
evidence  was  so  nicely  balanced,  that  if 
the  jury  felt  themselves  reduced  to  the  al- 
ternative of  convicting  or  of  giving  a  re- 
ward to  the  prisoner  by  acquitting  him, 
this  consideration  might  have  the  elfect  of 
determining  them  to  convict     The  dis- 
cretion of  saying  in  what  cases  compensa- 
tion should  be  given,  could  only  be  reposed 
in  the  jury  or  in  the  court  i  ana  he  thought 


that  there  could  be  no  hesitation  between 
those  two.     The  jury  ought  not  to  have 
their  attention  diverted   from  the  single 
point  of  ascertaining  the  fact,  of  guilty  or 
not.     Fortunately,  there  was  already  in 
our  statute  book,  an  act  which  he  should 
take  as  a  model.    Till  the  yjear  1752,  no 
compensation  was  made  by  law  to  prose- 
cutors for  their  expence  and  trouble  in 
bringing  offenders  to  justice;  a  circum- 
stance which  one  might  be  surprised  at,  if 
such  circumstances  did  not  come  very  sel- 
dom before  the  legislature.     Before  such 
compensation  was  allowed,  it  often  hap- 
pened that  the  prosecution  was  by  much  a 
greater  evil  to  the  person,  whose  property 
had  been  taken  from  him,  than  that  loss  of 
property  by  the  offence.     The  25th  Geo. 
2.  chap.  36.  §  11.  placed  it  in  the  power 
of  the  court,  upon  consideration  of  the 
prosecutor's  circumstances,  togi'ant  him  an 
order  upon  the  treasurer  of  the  county 
for  his  expences,  and  a- reasonable  allow- 
ance for  his  time.     He  meant  to  make 
this  the  model  of  the  bill  he  proposed  to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in.     He  hardly 
thought  it  necessary  to  anticipate  any  ob- 
jection to  this  compensation,  as  being  a 
new  burden  upon  the  county.     Perhaps  it 
might  be  thought,  that  the  same  reason 
existed  for  granting  a  similar  compensa- 
tion in  cases  of  misdemeanour;   but  he 
meant  to  confine  it  to  felonies,  following 
the  principle  of  the  act  of  George  2.  and 
to  give  compensation  to  persons  acquitted 
only  in  the  same  cases  where  it  was  already 
by  law  given  to  the  prosecutor.   He  movea, 
in  the  first  place,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act  made  in 
the  8th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  as  takes 
away  the  benefit  of  clergy  from  persons 
convicted  of  stealing  privily  from  the  per- 
son of  another. 

Mr.  Herbert  said,  he  was  one  of  those 
who  approved  of  the  laws,  and  he  thought 
that  very  good  grounds  ought  to  be  laid 
down  before  any  innovation  was  made 
upon  them.  He  disapproved,  in  particu- 
lar, of  the  proposal  for  making  compensa- 
tion to  persons  who  had  been  tried  and  ac- 
quitted. He  suspected  that,  in  Ireland, 
many  indolent  persons  would  reckon  it  no 
hardship  to  be  confined  in  a  comfortable 
prison. 

Mr.  Wilbetforce  d'lfkred  so  completely 
firom  the  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down, 
that  he  declared  he  had  experienced  the 
most  unmixed  satisfaction  at  what  had 
fallen  firom  the  hon.  and  learned  baroneU 
H«  w«li  remembered  that  a  great  and  la- 
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_  leQted  public  character  (Mr.  Pitt}>  at  an 
feaxly  period  of  his  life,  bad  inten4ed  to 

iTe  a  digest  made  of  the  whole  of  our 

'  ainai  code,  with  a  view  of  lessening,  in 

great  degree,  the  number  of  capital 

ixinishments  which  it  contained,  and  the 

bjections  to  which  it  was  impossible  to 

^ute.    He  congratulated  the  house  and 

country  that  an  individual  so  well 

loalified  for  the  task  by  his  ability  and 

Kperience  as  the  hon.  and  learned  bart. 
~  turned  his  attention  to  this  most  im- 

rtant  subject. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  he  could  not  help 
expressing  siu-prise  at  what  an  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Herbert)  had  stated  as  to  Ireland. 
He  was  at  a  loss  to  know  in  what  part  of 
Ireland  the  prisons  were  so  comfortable, 
as  to  prove  an  inducement  to  indolent  per- 
sons wishing  a  confinement.  He  believed 
the  gaols  were  so  far  from  being  commo- 
dious that  they  rather  excited  horror  and 
detestation,  and  many  instances  had  oc- 
curred where  men's  toes  were  eaten  by 
rats :  was  this  the  accommodation  the  hon. 
gent,  thouffht  so  agreeable  as  to  be  prized 
by  the  Irish  people  ? 

Mr.  Herbert,  in  explanation,  said,  he 
still  believed  there  were  many  persons 
who  led  a  life  of  idlenessi,  who  would  think 
themselves  well  accommodated  in  the  gaols 
of  Ireland. 

Sir  G.  Hill  contended,  that  in  Ireland, 
and  particularly  in  the  province  of  Ulster, 
there  was  as  much  humanity  on  these  sub- 
jects as  in  England. 

The  SoUdtor  General,  professing,  as  he 
felt,  the  most  unfeigned  respect  for  the 
ability  and  zeal  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
firiend,  who  brought  forward  the  present 
motion,  was  by  no  means  satisfied  that  it 
would  produce  the  benefit  expected  from 
it  He  was  not,  indeed,  prepared  to  say 
whether  the  good  or  evil  it  might  produce 
was  likely  to  preponderate.  In  this  situa- 
tion be  should  oply  lay  in  his  claim  to 
approve  or  disapprove  of  the  measure,  as, 
on  more  mature  refletction,  he  should  be 
of  opinion  it  merited.  Whether  the  at- 
tempt to  grant  compensation  to  persons 
ae<|«itted  of  offences  imputed  to  them, 
mifbt  not  be  pr<)dqctive  of  greater  evil 
imk  good,  was  ndt  now  the  question.  lie 
was  certaanly  inclined  to  thiiik,  that  how- 
ever plausible  the  theory,  the  practice 
inmM  be  yery  ii\iurious. 

Sk  Frmds  Airi^  felt  himself  bound  to 
pay  tbe  tribute  of  .bis  testimony  and  ap- 
ftfobttiioii  to  the  ability  and  motives  of  the 
bmw  amd  Iwwdd  baroifiti  by  !v«liom  tfaiB 
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motion  had  been  made.  Part  of  it,  how- 
ever, appeared  to  him  to  be  so  contrary 
to  what  he  had  always  understood  to  be 
the  constitutional  principles  of  this  coun- 
try, that  he  could  not  sit  still  in  the  hduse, 
and,  by  his  silence,  seem  to  give  a  tacit 
acquiescence  in  the  propriety  of  the  pro- 
position. He  thought  it  his  duty,  therefore, 
to  say,  that  from  what  he  had  heard,  he 
was  by  no  means  impressed  with  a  favour- 
able opinion  of  the  bill  proposed  to  he 
introduced.  It  was  to  his  mind  a  grievous 
consideration,  that  afler  a  verdict  of  ac- 
quittal by  a  jury  of  his  country,  it  should 
be  possible  to  tell  any  man  that  he  was 
not  honourably  acquitted,  but  that  an 
imputation  of  guilt  still  attache^l  to  him. 
What  a  grievous  responsibility  must,  in 
this  case,  attach  to  the  judge,  who  was, 
after  a  verdict  of  acquittal  by  the  jury, 
to  determine  whether  that  acquittal  was  ^ 
honourable  or  not.  If  this  doctrine  was  to 
be  sanctioned,  in  his  opinion  it  was  cbn- 
trary  to  all  the  old  established  principles 
of  tfke  constitution  of  this  country,  and  as 
such  could  not  meet  with  his  approbation. 
— ^Leave  vms  then  given  to  brin^  in  the 
bill. 

Sir  Samuel. Romiify  then  again  rose.  He 
was  sorry  that  he  had  been  so  much  mis- 
understood by  the  hou.  baronet,  who  seem- 
ed to  conceive  that,  in  tlu;  motion  which 
he  was  about  to  submit  to/tbe  house,  any 
thing  was  included  but  the  general  ques- 
tion, wliether  persons  accused,  tried,  and 
acquitted,  should  f>r  should  not  he  entitled 
to  cotupeusation  for  the  injury  which  they 
sustained.  The  mode  of  deciding  to  whom 
this  compensation  should  be  awarded,  or 
whether  it  should  be  given  to  all  indiscri- 
minately (which  he  should  prefer  to  with- 
holding it  from  all)  would  l^e  open  for 
discussion  when  the  bill  was  brought  in.' 
He  moved  tor  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
provide  in  certain  cases  compensation  to 
persons  tried  and  acquitted  in  a  criminal 
court,  for  the  damages  sustained  by  them» 
in  consequence  of  having  been  detained  in 
custody  and  brought  to  trial 

The  Solicitor  General  repeated,  that  in 
the  view  which  he  had  of  tjhe  subject,  the 
evil  would  preponderate  over  the  good. 
If  the  judge  refused  to  give  o<;Mnpensation^ 
it  would  be  indicative  of  the  unfavourable 
opinion  which  be  entertained  of  the  inno- 
cence of  the  person  by  whom  it  was  de^ 
manded ;  and  1^  would  thus  be  placed  in 
a  very  invidious  situation.  Besi^its,  sup- 
pose a  person  were  acquitted  on  an  error 
in  the  indictment  before  |^  jnerits  oi  hii 
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case  were  investigated,  how  could  the 
judge  then  decide  on  a  claim  of  compen- 
sation ?  As  a  novelty,  this  proposition 
ought  to  be  watched  with"  jealousy.  It 
appeared  to  him  to  be  impossible  to  exe- 
cute it,  without  much  mischief.  If  the 
compensation  were  to  be  made  out  of  the 
county  rate,  it  might  prove  a  great  dis- 
couragement to  prosecutions,  or  in  the 
event  of  a  trial,  that  circumstance  might 
operate  on  some  minds  against  the  ac- 
cused. He  should  vote  against  the  bring- 
ing in  of  the  bill. 

Sir  Samuel  Romlly  declared  his  surprise 
that  his  hon.  and  learned  ^  friend  should 
resist  the  introduction  of  a  bill,  of  the 
provisions  of  which  he  must  necessarily 
be  ignorant.  With  respect  to  the  propo- 
sition being  a  novelty,  it  was  to  be  re- 
gretted that  there  had  not  been  more 
novelties  of  a  similar  description. 

Mr.  Leicester  said  a  few  words,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  expressed  a  wish,  that 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  would  with- 
draw his  opposition  to  the  introduction  of 
the  bill. 

Tlie  Solicitor  Gctmto/ acquiesced. 

Mr.  Croker  entered  his  protest  against 
being  thought  favourable  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  because  he  did  not  oppose  its 
introduction. 

Mr.  Curwen  approved  of  the  measure. 

Sir  K  Bttrtkii  would  certainly  not  op- 
pose the  bringing  in  of  the  bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  also  de- 
clared that  he  would  not  resist  the  intro- 
duction of  the  bill,  although  he  wished 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  baronet  had 
stated  more  fully  the  grounds  on  which  he 
proposed  it,  and  the  provisions  which  he 
meant  that  it  should  comprise.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  remedy  proposed  would 
be  more  injurious  than  the  evil  complain- 
ed of. 

Mr.  Ftdkr  was  afraid  that  by  the  intro- 
duction of  such  complicated  arrangements, 
people  would  be  so  puzzled  that  they 
would  not  understand  the  law  at  all. 

Mr.  Shatv  Ltfrvre  applauded  the  huma- 
nity of  the  hon.  and  learned  baronet,  but 
hoped  he  would  pardon  him  for  stating 
that  county  stock  ought  not  to  be  touched 
except  in  extreme  cases. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  defended  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  from  the  charge  of  inno- 
vation. As  to  the  measure  being  a  novelty, 
every  improvement  was  a  novelty.— Leave 
was  then  given  to  bring  in  the  biH. 

[Lord  EtLENBoitouoH.]  Mr.  Leifcestef, 
adverting  te  tbe  ^titement  made  on  a 


recent  evening  by  an  hon.  baronet  (sir 
Francis  Burdett)  when  he  was  not  pre- 
sent, hoped  the  house  would  allow  him  to 
make  some  observations  upon  that  state- 
ment. He  trusted  that  they  would  the 
more  readily  agree  t6  this,  when  they 
considered  how  much  the  character  of  the 
noble  lord  and  of  the  country  at  large  was 
implicated  in  that  statement.  He  under- 
stood that  the  hon.  baronet  had  been  ad- 
vised by  the  chair  to  postpone  any  further 
agitation  of  the  subject,  until  the  judgment 
of  which  he  complained  should  be  followed 
up  by  some  legal  proceeding.  He  was 
disposed  to  think  that  the  house  would 
hear  no  more  of  this  business  from  the 
hon.  baronet,  in  which  case  the  impu- 
tations that  had  been  cast  on  the  conduct  of 
the  noble  chief  justice  of  the  King's-bencb, 

would  remain  unanswered,  and 

Mr.  W.  Smith  spoke  to  order.  Unless 
the  hon.  gent,  meant  to  conclude  with 
some  motion,  his  observations  were  very 
irregular. 

Mr.  Leicester  was  not  prepared  to  make 
any  motion  ;  but  as  the  hon.  baronet  had 
made  his  statement,  he  trusted  they  would 
allow  him  to  make  a  counter  statement, 
under  the  same  circumstances.  He  was 
proceeding,  when  he  was-  again  called  to 
order  by- 
Mr.  fV,  Smith,  who  observed,  that  unless 
the  hon.  gent,  would  move  for  some  paper, 
such  observations  could  only,  lead  to  dis- 
orderly disoussion. 

Mr.  Leicester  then  stated,  that  he  would 
conclude  by  moving  for  the  production  of 
an  order  of  the  court  of  king's  bench,  for 
the  discharge  of  a  rule  moved  for  in  that 
court  for  a  new  trial  in  the  action  brought 
by  the  high  bailiff  of  Westminster  against 
sir  Francis  Burdett. — On  the  suggestion 
of  the  Speaker,  however,  who  intimated 
that  it  was  usual  to  give  a  formal  notice  of 
such  a  motion,  Mr.  Leycester  abstained 
from  any  further  remarks,  and  gave  notice, 
that  he  would  move  for  the  production  of 
this  paper  to-morrow. 

[Sogar  Distillation.]  Lord  Bimmg 
was  desirous  of  postponing  his  mrotion  for 
taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  distillation  of  spirits, 
until  to-morrow,  if  an  hon.  gent^  wheee 
notice  stood  for  to-morrow,  would  consent 
to  put  it  ofE 

Mr.  W.  Taylor  replied,  that  he  had 
been  that  morning  applied  to,  to  postp6ne 
his  moiion  to-morrow,  relative  to  the  Da»- 
dane11es>  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the 
Local  Militia  biU  to  be  proceeded  willk 
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Obnsidering  the  inyestisation  of  the  sub- 
ject of  his  motion  as  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance to  the  character  of  the  eountryv,  and 
having  already  frequently  postponed  it, 
he  could  not  consent  to  postpone  it  any 
longer. 

Mr.  Windham  reprobated  this  sort  of 
hocus  pocus.  by  which  the  house  was  kept 
ignorant  of  what  business  would  come  be- 
fore it.  If  the  arrangement  that  seemed 
to  have  been  made  was  carried  into  eifect, 
then  it  would  happen  that  the  gentlemen 
who  came  (town  that  night  to  listen  to  a 
discussion  on  the  distilleries,  would  find 
themselves  engaged  in  a  debate  on  the 
■  local  militia;  and  that  to-morrow,  those 
who  would  come  to  debate  the  Local  Mi- 
litia bill,  would  be  surprised  at  finding 
themselves  in  a  distillery. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  denied 
that  there  was  any  thing  more  in  this  cir- 
cumstance than  what  firequently  occurred, 
namely,  that  when  the  first  notice  on  the 
order  book  was  not  proceeded  with,  the 
next  was  taken  in  its  stead. 

Lord  H.  Petty  observed,  that  some  dis- 
appointment must  certainly  exist  in  con- 
sequence of  the  postponement  of  the  noble 
lord's  motion  ;  the  more  so,  as  in  giving 
the  notice  on  Monday,  the  noble  lord  had 
declared  that  the  motion  would  certainly 
come  on  this  day.  With  respect  to  the 
motion  which  stood  for  to-morrow,  it 
related  to  a  subject,  the  investigation  of 
which  it  was  most  desirable  no  longer  to 
defer. 

Mr.  Barluim,  after  an  eulogium  on  the 
industry  and  talents  displayed  by  the 
noble  lord  in  the  chair  of  the  committee, 
observed  that  he  had  been  given  to  under- 
stand that  a  disposition  had  been  mani- 
fested in  a  certain  quarter  to  bring  the 
parties  who  now  differed  so  widely,  nearer 
to  each  other  in  opinion.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  the  house  would  consult  its 
own  convenience,  by  allowing  an  oppor- 
tunity for  any  arrangement  to  be  made 
upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  CoAcwas  proceeding  to  state  his 
objection  to  the  report,  when  he  was  called 
to  order  by 

Mr.  Brodrick,  who  observed,  that  the 
subject  before  the  house  was  merely  the 
time  at  which  the  report  should  be  dis- 
cussed. 

Lord  Bnrning  said,  if  a  right  hon.  gent. 

would   postpone  the   Dublin  police  bill 

from  Friday,  he  would  willingly  bring  his 

motion  on  that  day. 

Mr.  K  La$(xUes,  if  any  t|{ing  like  an 


accommodation  was  in  view,  of  which  he 
declared  himself  perfectly  ignorant,thought 
that  Friday  would  be  a  better  day  than 
to- morrow. 

Mr.  C.  fVynne  lamented  that  the  noble 
lord  had  not  determined  upon  this  post- 
ponement last  night.  Had  he  done  so, 
the  discussion  of  the  Local  Militia  bill 
would  not  have  been  brought  on  so  un- 
expectedly, and  in  the  absence  of  several 
gentlemen  who  were  anxious  to  deliver 
their  sentiments  upon  it. 

Mr.  Cunoen  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
state  of  the  country  might  be  such,  with 
relation  to  other  powers,  as  to  render  it  a 
precedent  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of 
the  committer 

Mr.  Tliomton  requested  that  the  dis- 
cussion might  be  postponed  till  Monday, 
as  his  colleague  and  he  would  have  an 
opportunity  before  that  day  of  learning 
the  sentiments  of  their  constituenU.  A 
public  meeting  in  the  county  of  Surrey 
would  be  held  on  Saturday,  and  he  should 
be  son-y  that  the  debate  should  come  on 
before  that  time.— After  some  further  con- 
versation, in  which  sir  J.  Seabright,  sir 
S.  Romilly,  lord  Binning,  Mr.  Whitbread, 
Mr.  Barham,  Mr.  W.  Taylor,  sir  A.  Wel- 
lesley,  and  Mr.  Windham,  participated,  it 
was  agreed  that  lord  Binning's  notice 
should  stand  for  to-morrow,  and  Mr.  W. 
Taylor's  for  Friday. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.J  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  moved  the  order  ot  the  day  for  the 
house  resolving  itself  into  a  committee  on 
the  Local  Militia  Bill. 

Lord  Milton,  in  the  absence  of  some 
hon.  friends  of  his,  felt  it  his  duty  to  im- 
press upon  the  house  the  necessity  of  post- 
poning the  further  proceedings  on  this 
bill  till  next  Friday.  There  was  a  very 
general  feeling  entertained,  that  the  ques- 
tion on  the  distilleries,  which  had  the  pre- 
cedence for  discussion,  would  have  prc- 
.  vented  the  order,  which  referred  to  th« 
Local  Militia,  from  being  moved,  at  least 
at  so  early  an  hour  of  the  night.  Under 
that  impression,  and  knowing  that  it  wa» 
the  intention  of  some  friends  of  his  to 
submit  certain  amendments  and  clauses  in 
the  committee,  he  should  certainly  move 
the  postponement  rf  the  order  ull  next 
Friday. 

Lord  Castlereagh  pressed  the  house  to 
proceed  ;  and  contended  that  there  were 
future  opportunities  for  those  members,who 
were  then  unfortunately  absent,  to  submit 
their  opinions  to  the  consideration  of  the 
house.    Indeed,  he  did  not  expect  a  fuller 


Digitized  by  VoiOOQL€ 


i07] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  May  1 8,  1 80B.— Loco/  MiHHa  BiR. 


[406 


house  oil  the  Local  Militia  Bill  than  he 
then  saw. 

'  Mr.  Windham  said,  that  notwithstanding 
the  easy,  self-satisfied  way  in  which  the 
noble  lord  expressed  himself,  he  should 
have  recollected  that  if  the  house  was  full, 
it  was  filled  by  gentlemen  who  came  down 
to  the  discussioaof  another  business,  which 
had  been  positively  fixed  for  that  night. 
A  measure  stood  for  that  night,  on  which 
a  great  deal  of  discussion  was  expected. 
Without  any  reason  assigned,  save  an  unde- 
fined assertion  of  convenience,  it  was  post- 
poned. The  result  was,  that  another  mea- 
sure, which  was  not  expected  to  come  on, 
was  pressed  before  the  house ;  and  when 
causes  were  stated  to  postpone  it,  the  noble 
lord  replied,  that  the  motion  was  unneces- 
sary, because,  after  the  details  were  gone 
through,  there  were  other  opportunities  for 
the  discussion  of  their  merits.  The  ques- 
tion, however,  turned  upon  this  considera- 
tion, that  by  agreeing  to  the  amendment 
moved  by  his  noble  friend,  the  only  in- 
convenience which  was  likely  to  result 
was,  that  hon.  members  would  have  ano- 
tlier  day  to  attend  their  duty  in  that  house, 
whereas  if  the  house  then  proceeded,  no 
fiiture  opportunity  would  be  ottered  to 
them  to  state  their  objections. — ^The  house 
then  divided  :  Ayes  8 1 ;  Noes  37.  Ma- 
jority 44. 

On  readmission  into  the  gallery, we  found 
the  house  in  a  committee,  and  in  a  discus- 
sion upon  that  clause,  which  determii^cs 
the  ages  between  which  individuals  are 
liable  to  the  ballot. 

Sir  James  Hall  thought  that  the  period 
of  eighteen  was  certainly  the  fittest  time 
for  young  men  to  commence  military  ser- 
vice, and  that  every  year  after  they  be- 
came less  and  less  fit.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  if  the  ballot  was  confined  to  yotmg 
men  between  eighteen  and  nineteen,  a 
sufficient  number  would  be  found  to  answer 
the  purposes  required,  without  carrying 
the  ballot  to  men  of  more  advanced  years. 
He  thought  the  age  of  thirty -five  much 
too  far  advanced. 

Lord  Casikreagh  admitted,  that  in  some 
counties  the  principle  of  the  hon.  baronet 
night  answer,  and  produce  even  more 
men  than  were  wanted  for  the  particular 
district,  but  in  many  others  it  would  not 
at  all  produce  the  number  required,  and 
the  age  must  be  extended. 

Sir  James  Montgomery  thought  the  range 
of  years  stated  in  the  clause  too  extensive, 
as  It  would  give  a  greater  number  of  men 
than  were  required. 


Lord  Casthreagh  answered,  that  the 
numbers  were  calculated  by  the  popula- 
tion of  each  county  ;  and  a  narrower  limi- 
tation would  not  give  the  number  of  men 
required. 

Sir  Jayncs  Montgomcty  observed,  that  last 
year's  Militia  Bill  excepted  numbers  on 
the  ground  of  being  volunteers  ;  but  in  this 
bill,  every  county  was  ordered  to  find  its 
quota,  without  any  regard  to  the  number 
of  its  volunteers.  Neither  was  any  excep- 
tion proposed  on  account  of  the  number 
of  a  man's  children,  however  great ;  and 
in  this  respect  he  thought  that  carrying 
the  ballot  so  high  as  thirty-five  years  of 
age,  would  be  extremely  oppressive  to 
numbers  of  poor  men  with  large  families 
depending  on  their  industry.  He  there- 
fore suggested  an  exception  in  favour  of 
men  havmg  more  than  three  children; 
and  he  also  thought  the  hardship  much 
greater  on  men  alter  thirty  than  before ; 
more  especially  a  poor  shop-keeper,  or  any 
man  settled  in  life,  of  small  capital,  whose 
income  did  not  exceed  100/.  a  year,  who 
must  in  this  case  be  driven  to  the  neces- 
sity of  serving  to  the  ruin  of  his  business, 
or  paying  a  fine  equal  to  one-fifth  of  his 
income,  besides  his  liability  to  the  income 
tax,  which  was  already  intolerable. 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynne  thought  that  by  mak- 
ing the  term  from  eighteen  to  thirty,  about 
one  in  five  would  be  drawn  for  service  in 
the  county  where  he  lived  ;  but  the  clause 
as  it  stood  would  take  two  out  of  three  of 
the  male  population. 

Lord  Casthreagh  said,  that  the  commit- 
tee, on  considering  the  measure  maturely, 
would  find  that  it  would  on  no  account  be 
so  oppressive  as  seemed  to  be  apprehended. 
To  the  working  manufacturer  who  could 
earn  six  shillings  a  day,  undoubtedly  the 
service  would  be  objectionable.  But  it 
would  be  no  great  oppression  upon  the 
head  of  a  family  to  be  obliged,  during  a 
period  of  .four  years,  to  devote  one  month 
in  each  to  make  himself  serviceable  to  his 
country ;  and  with  respect  to  the  burthen 
apprehended  by  parishes  for  allowances  to 
the  families  of  poor  men  during  their  ab- 
sence on  service,  it  was  groundless,  as 
such  allowance  was  to  be  reimbursed  by 
the  paymaster-general.  As  a  measure  of 
national  expence,  he  had  now  reason  to 
believe  it  would  not  be  nearly  so  expen- 
sive as  he  at  first  imagined,  fi*om  the  num- 
ber of  volunteers  who  were  coming  for- 
ward in  every  part  of  the  country.  It 
was  only  in  counties  where  volunteers  did 
not  come  forward  in  sufficient  numbers. 
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that  the  ballot  was  to  be  adopted  at  all ; 
a  ad  as  to  the  alteration  proposed,  he  had 
no  objection  to  accede  to  this  amendment, 
and  substitute  the  age  of  thirty,  in  the 
place  of  thirty-five,  the  service  to  com- 
mence from  the  age  of  eighteen,  provided 
it  was  agreed  to  extend  the  period  of  vo- 
lunteer service  to  forty  years  of  age. — 
The  proposition  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
amendment  made  accordingly. 

Sir  John  Cox  Hippisley  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  to  the  operation  this 
bill  would  have  on  those  young  men  at 
Eton,  Winchester,  Westminster,  and  other 
places,  who  were  educated  with  a  view  to 
holy  orders.  The  resident  members  of 
universities  were  already  exempted,  and  in 
the  same  spirit  the  exemption  ought  to 
be  extended  to  persons  of  the  description 
just  mentioned.  The  fine,  he  understood, 
was  to  exempt  only  for  two  years,  and  per- 
sons who  could  not  possibly  enter  into  the 
militia  might  be  liable  to  pay  it  three 
times  in  all.  He  also  adverted  to  the  si- 
tuation in  which  young  Roman  Catholics 
would  stand ;  especially  such  as  were 
educated  for  holy  ordei*s.  If  they  were 
liable  to  serve  at  all,  of  which  there  were 
doubts,  they  would  be  subject  to  the  Mutiny 
Act  and  the  articles  of  war,  which  com- 
manded the  marching  to  church,  &c. 
Their  situation  was  quite  different  from 
such  of  the  Roman  Catholics  as  enlisted  vo- 
luntarily. He  therefore  moved  an  amend- 
ment, exempting  young  men  engaged,  bona 
fide,  in  education  for  holy  orders  in  any 
seminary  public  or  private,  with  the  mas- 
ters, &c. 

Lord  Castlereaqh  did  not  object  to  the 
principle,  but,  if  admitted,  it  would  open 
a  door  to  the  most  enormous  abuses,  and 
the  mischief  which  would  thus  result  from 
allowing  the  exemptions  would  far  over- 
balance any  inconvenience  that  could 
arise  from  leaving  the  matter  as  it  stood. 
With  regard  to  young  men  educated  for 
Roman  (fatholics,  it  was  but  fair,  that  they 
should  at  least  contribute  to  the  public 
service  by  fine,  as  the  Quakers  did,  whose 
religious  principles  prevented  their  giving 
personal  service.  His  lordship  also  ob- 
served, that' the  pressure  here  was  much 
less  than  that  of  the  regular  militia  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  Windham  thought  the  amendment 
of  the  hon.  baronet  well  worthy  of  serious 
consideration.  But  leaving  that,  he  called 
the  attention  of  the  noble  lord  to  the  dif- 
ference between  this  and  other  services, 
especially  that  proposed  by  the  Training 


bill,  by  which  the  people  were  not  to  be 
incorporated  nor  subjected  to  any  incon- 
venience that  could  render  exemptions  al- 
most in  any  case  of  much  consequence. 
Yet  the  teachers  of  schools  had  been  there 
exempted.  And  as  to  the  regular  militia, 
the  expencc  of  a  substitute  might  be  much 
greater  than  10/.  but  the  noble  lord  must 
recollect,  that  by  insurance  that  wa^  re- 
duced to  very  Uttle,  and  here  no  insursmce 
was  allowed  against  the  fines,  so  that  this 
bill  must  stand  on  its  own  merits,  without 
reference  to  other  services. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  adverted  to  the  exemp- 
tions which  were  allowed  to  dissenting 
clergymen,  which,  in  this  bill,  was  quali- 
fied by  the  words, '  and  not  carrying  on  any 
other  trade.'  He  admitted  that  many 
fi*auds  had  been  committed  by  persons  who 
got  exempted  by  pretending  to  be  dis- 
senting clergymen.  But  there  was  a  nu- 
merous sect  called  Baptists,  whose  teach- 
ers had  in  many  instances,  so  little  salary, . 
that  they  became  booksellers  or  stationers, 
being,  however,  really  clergj^meu.  The 
operation  of  these  words  would  be  pecu- 
liarly hard  on  them,  and  he  would  pro- 
pose an  amendment  to  remedy  this  incon- 
venience on  the  Report. 

Lord  Castlereagh  objected,  that  nothing 
was  more  usual  than  for  masons,  bricklay- 
ers, and  other  handicraftmen,  to  set  up  K)r 
spiritual  teachers,  and  hence  a  clause  like 
that  wished  to  be  introduced,  would  most 
erroneously  include  these  unworthy  ob- 
jects within  its  provision. 

After  a  few  words  from  lord  H.  Petty, 
sir  J.  C.  Hippisley  and  Mr.  Lee  Keck,  the 
amendment  viras  negatived  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  Calcraft  adverted  to  the  clause,  re- 
fusing exemption  to  apprentices,  and  con- 
tended that  this  was  most  injurious  to  the 
young  men  themselves,  as  they  would  be 
taken  from  their  employments,  the  know- 
ledge of  which  they  might  not  have  suffi- 
ciently acquired,  and  fell  iQto  habits  incon- 
sistent with  their  occupations,  while  the 
masters  would  be  most  seriously  injured 
in  their  property,  the  young  men  being 
taken  from  them  at  the  age  when  they 
would  be  of  most  use  to  them.  It  was 
known  that  the  permanent  duty  of  the  vo- 
lunteers did  much  harm  in  this  way. 

Lord  Castlereagh  observed,  that  as  the 
master  would  probably  not  come  within 
the  age  fixed  by  the  bill,  it  would  be  no 
great  hardship  on  him  to  have  his  appreu* 
tice  called  out,  particularly  as  the  twenty- 
eight  days  service  was  not  intended  to  o% 
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successive,  and  as  the  apprentice  in  no  in- 
stance was  to  be  permitted,  during  the 
continuance  of  his  indentures,  to  enlist  in 
the  line. 

Mr.  Calcrqft  persisted  in  taking  the  sense 
of  the  house. — ^^After  some  further  conver- 
sation, strangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw, 
but  no  division  took  place. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  adverted  to  the  words  in  the 
same  clause,  that  '  no  poor  man  who  l^as 
more  than  one  child'  should  be  exempted 
from  this  service,  though  exempt  from  the 
regular  militia ;  and  proposed,  in  order  to 
make  the  thing  more  precise  and  intelli- 
gible, to  leave  out  the  words  '  more  than 
one  child,'  and  substitute  *  less  than  three 
children.'     This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  and  Mr.  Van- 
sittart  objected  to  the  scale  of  gradation  in 
the  imposition  of  fines. 

Lord  Castlereagh  obsgrved  upon  the  ne- 
cessity of  proportioning  the  fines  to  the 
conditions  of  the  different  orders  of  the 
community :  those  belonging  to  what  may 
be  called  the  smaller  gentry,  would  be  in- 
duced to  serve  by  a  fine  that  would  be 
sufficient  to  compel  persons  of  an  inferior 
description. 

Mr.  Windham  ridiculed  the  idea  of  com- 
pelling the  small  gentry  to  live  for  28 
days  tne  life  of  a  common  soldier,  herding 
with  the  lowest  dregs  of  society,  by  a  pe- 
nalty of  30/. 

On  the  clause  which  states,  that  per- 
sons claiming  exemption  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  fines,  are  to  swear  that  they  have 
not  insured  themselves  against  such  fines, 
or  any  part  thereof,  a  long  discussion  took 
place.  Mr.  Windham,  seeing  that  the 
committee  was  not  likely  to  come  to  a  de- 
termination speedily  upon  that  point,  the 
bill  not  being  half  gone  through  with,  and 
It  being  then  late  in  the  night  (about  1 2 
o'clock),  proposed  that  the  debate  should 
be  adjourned,  in  order  that  gentlemen 
might  come  to  the  discussion  with  their 
faculties  more  alert  than  they  could  be 
supposed  to  be  at  that  time ;  and  that  se- 
veral gentlemenr  who  were  absent,  from 
an  idea, that  the  debate  would  not  be 
brought  forward  that  night,  might  have  a 
fair  understanding  of  the  time  of  its  being 
discussed.  In  this  proposition,  he  was  sup- 
ported by  lord  Milton,  sir  G.  Wm'render, 
Mr.  W.  Wynne,  and  Mr.  Tiemey. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  some  other  members, 
urged  the  expediency  of  proceed insj  as 
far  as  possible  that  night.  The  gallery 
was  then  cleared  for  a  division,  but  the 


further  discussion  of  the  clause  was  post- 
poned, and .  the  committee  proceeded  to 
consider  of  some  of  the  following  clauses. 
It  was  fixed  that  volunteers  may  be  en- 
rolled between  the  ages  of  1 8  and  40.  The 
clause  directing  that  the  sum  of  2  guineas 
should  be  paid  to  each  volunteer,  by  the  . 
parish  in  which  he  is  enrolled,  gave  rise 
to  a  very  lengthened  conversation ;  and, 
without  coming  to  a  determination  on  that 
point,  the  house  resumed,  the  chairman 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to 
sit  again  to-morrow. 

[Petitions  respecting  Distillation 
FROM  Sugar.]  A  Petition  of  several  of  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land  on  or  near 
the  South  Downs,  in  the  county  of  Sussex, 
was  also  presented  to  the  house,  and  iread  ; 
setting  forth,  "  That  the  petitioners  have 
understood,  with  the  greatest  concern, 
that  it  has  been  recommended,  by  a 
Report  from  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
house,  that  the  use  of  grain  in  the  Distil- 
leries of  G.  Britain,  should  be  suspended 
for  one  year  firom  the  1st  day  of  July 
1 808 ;  and  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to 
represent,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  measure  must  be  highly 
injurious  to  the  general  agricultural  in- 
terests of  G.  Britain  and  particularly  so 
to  the  growers  of  barley  in  that  and  the 
neighbouring  districts ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners most  cheerfully  concur  in  the  pro- 
priety of  affording  relief,  whenever  it  may 
be  deemed  expedient  by  the  house,  to 
their  fellow  subjects  resiaent  or  interested 
in  the  colonies ;  but  they  feel  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  represent,  with  great  defer- 
ence, the  impropriety  of  granting  such 
relief  to  any  one  body  of  their  fellow  sub- 
jects at  the  expence  of  the  landed  interest 
solely,  and  more  especially  as  the  growth 
of  barley  has  been  much  diminished  by 
the  high  duties  on  malt;  and  that  the 
apiculture  of  the  country,  and  the  course 
ot  crops,  have  been  formed  and  Arranged 
with  the  confidence  that  they  would  not 
be  disturbed  by  any  measures  which  may 
have  a  tendency  to  check  the  general  spi- 
rit of  improved  cultivation  ;  and  the  peti- 
tion cannot  therefore  but  observe  with  the 
most  serious  alarm  the  sanction  of  parlia- 
ment applied  for  to  a  measure  which  may, 
found  a  precedent  of  the  most  dangerous 
nature,  by  rendering  the  agriculture  of 
the  country,  in  any  of  its  branches,  subser- 
vient to  temporary  or  local  expedients ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  in  particular  ap- 
prehend, that  the  prospect  held  out  to  the 
growers  of  barley  of  a  demand  for  the 
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purpose  of  the  disttlleries,  in  addition  to 
the  other  usual  markets  for  this  species  of 
grain,  has  operated  greatly  towards  se- 
curing to  the  country  a  sufficient  supply 
of  that  article  even  under  the  circum- 
stances of  unfavourable  seasons  ;  and  that 
the  discouragement  to  cultivation,  which 
would  arise  from  the  adoption  of  measures 
like  the  present,  would  tend,  in  case  of 
the  recurrence  of  such  circumstances,  to 
distress  greatly  the  other  consumers,  and 
especially  those  interested  in  the  breweries, 
which  would  also  occasion  a  material  de- 
falcation in  the  public  revenue  ;  and  that 
the  growth  of  barley  in  that  and  the  neigh- 
bouring districts  is  carried  oii  to  a  great 
extent,  and  principally  upon  land  which  is 
not  capable  of  being  cultivated  to  so  great 
advantage  in  any  other  manner,  and  that 
therefore  any  depreciation  in  the  price  of 
that  article  will  be  peculiarly  and  perma- 
nently injurious  to  the  petitioners  and 
others  in  the  same  situation  ;  and  there- 
fore praying  the  house,  to  take  their  case 
into  consideration,  and  not  permit  a  mea- 
sure, involving  a  principle  so  dangerous  in 
its  nature,  and  so  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  petitioners,  and  of  the  country  in 

f  general,  to  pass  into  a  law." — Ordered  to 
ie  upon  the  table. 

•  A  Petition  of  the  justices  of  the  peace, 
<^ommissioners  of  supply,  magistrates  of 
towns,  merchants,  ana  manufacturers,  in 
the  county  of  Renfrew,  was  presented  to 
the  house,  and  read  ;  setting  forth.  That 
the  petitioners,  vnth  every  wish  and  atten- 
tion to  afford  encouragement  to  agricul- 
ture, consider  it  their  duty  to  promote,  by 
every  means  in  their  power,  such  mea- 
sures as  may  tend  to  supply  the  labouring 
and  manufacturing  classes  in  that  populous 
county  with  an  adequate  quantity  of  food ; 
and  tnat  the  grain  produced  in  G.  Britain, 
during  years  of  ordinary  crops,  is  wholly 
inadequate  to  supply  the  population  of 
this  kingdom  with  food,  and  the  quantity 
required  to  make  up  the  deficiency  has 
be4n  imported  from  foreign  countries  ; 
and  ^  that  the  grain  produced  in  the 
county  of  Renfrew  can  only  afford  a  sup- 
ply to  its  inhabitants  for  a  few  months 
in  the  year  4  and  that  the  best  mode  of 
counteractiitg  the  bad  consequences  likely 
to  arise  from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
any  importation  of  grain  from  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  would  be  to  prohibit  the  use  of 
com  in  distillation  for  a  limited  time, 
which  would  bring  into  the  market  a  con- 
^derable  quantity,  of  food  in  aid  of  the  de- 


ficiency occasioned  by  the  peculiar  situ- 
ation in  which  this  country  is  placed  with 
regard  to  foreign  powers ;  and  that  the  price 
of  oatmeal,  which  constitutes  the  principal 
food  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  in 
Scotland,  is  at  present  much  higher  than 
in  former  years,  and  is  still  increasing, 
while  a  considerable  quantity  of  oats  is 
consumed  by  the  distillers  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  the  use  of  which,  in  distil- 
lation, the  petitioners  are  of  opinion,  should 
be  prohibited,  upon  the  same  principles  as 
the  use  of  wheat  is  prohibited  by  act  of 
parliament ;  and  that  no  importation  of 
grain  can  be  expected  from  Ireland,  which 
usually  supplies  the  West  of  Scotland  to  a 
great  amount,  from  the  scarcity  and  enor- 
mous price  of  corn  in  that  part  of  the 
united  empire ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
highly  approve  of  the  discretionary  power 
proposea  to  be  vested  in  the  king  in 
council,  to  do  away  the  suspension  upon  a 
sufficient  notice,  and  allow  the  Distillers 
to  carry  on  their  trade  in  the  accustomed 
manner  ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the 
house  would  pass  an  act  to  suspend  the 
use  of  grain  in  the  distilleries,  for  a  limited 
time^  subject  to  a  discretionary  power  to 
be  vested  in  the  king  in  council  to  do 
away  the  suspension,  and  allow  the  dis- 
tilers  to  carry  on  their  trade  in  the  accus- 
tomed manner. — Ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

Thursday,  May  19. 

[Marriage  IndemnityBill.]  The  Bishop 
of  Exeter  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  for  rendering  valid  Marriages  which 
had  been  solemnized  in  certain  churches 
and  chapels,  without  a  publication  of  the 
banns. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  could  not  omit  this 
occasion  of  expressing  his  regret  at  the 
frequent  introduction  of  bills  of  this  de- 
scription. 

The  Bishop  of  Exeter  acquiesced  in  the 
justness  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord's  ob- 
servation, and  hoped  that  the  introductfon 
of  such  bills  would  cease. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  considered  the  bill 
as  of  very  great  importance,  inasmu<;h  as 
it  shewed  the  numerous  inconveniences 
that  arose  from  the  Marriage  Act.  As  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  seemed  resolved  to 
turn  his  attention  to  these  inconveniencies, 
he  would  perhaps  discover  how  far  it  might 
be  expedient  to  repeal  the  Marriage  Act, 
or  so  ifar  to  new  model  its  provisions  as  to 
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prevent  the  necessity  of  such  frequent  sus- 
pensions of  it. 

Lord  Holland  concurred  in  this  opinion. 
He  wished  even  the  legislature  would  take 
a  mgre  wide  and  liberal  view  of  the  Mar-- 
riage  Act,  and  some  other  acts,  such  as 
the  Corporation  and  Test  Acts,  which  prov- 
ed  such  hardships  to  so  many  large  descrip- 
tions of  his  majesty's  subjects.  Surely 
that  act  could  not  be  practically  wise  and 
useful  which  justified  a  recurrence  to  so 
many  suspensions  of  it. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said  he  must  have 
been  grossly  mis-understood,  if  it  was  sup- 
posed he  could  entertain  any  intention  of 
moving  the  repeal  of  any  of  these  acts ;  on 
the  contrary  an  occasion  was  likely  soon 
to  occur  when  he  should  declare  his  opi- 
nion of  the  necessity  of  retaining  them. 

Lord  Redadale  would  never  sit  silent 
and  hear  the  declarations  that  were  made 
by  some  noble  lords.  As  he  deeply  and 
sincerely  fevered  the  Marriage  Act,  and 
as  he  felt  the  great  iniportance  of  a  strict 
observance  of  it,  so  should  he  always  be 
ready  to  raise  his  voice  against  the  opinion 
of  those  to  whom  nothing  in  the  constitu- 
tion appeared  sacred,  and  who  avowed  tne 
design  of  proposing  the  re(>eal  of  the  Mar- 
riage Act,  and  other  acts  equally  essential 
to  the  safety  of  the  sUte,  and  to  the  weU 
being  and  peace  of  the  community.  Thosb 
who  harboured  such  designs,  coula  not 
inean  well  to  their  country. 

Earl  Stanhope  called  to  order.  He  felt 
much  respect  for  the  noble  and  learned 
lord,  but  he  never  would  allow  him  or  any 
noble  lord  to  impute  motives  to  noble  lords 
as  influencing  the  opinions  they  delivered 
in  th^t  house. 

Lord  Redesdak  did  not  conceive  himself 
to  be  disorderly.  He  did  not  think  that 
any  noble  lord  without  moving  for  the  re- 
peal of  an  act  of  the  legislature  had  a 
right  to  enter  into  arguments  that  treated 
it  with  disrespect. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  called  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  to  order,  and  reprobated 
the  narrowness  and  illiberality  of  his  opi- 
nions, which  were  now  held  odious  in 
every  part  of  the  country,  and  which  he 
was  certain  would  prove  as  mischievous 
as  they  were  odious. 

Lord  JEilcnhoraugh  contended  that  his 
noble  and  learned  friend  was  strictly  in 
order,  and  that  his  observations  grew  out 
pf  the  bill  before  the  house. 

Lord  Redeidale  then  went  on,  and  con- 
^nded  that  he  did  not  conceive  he  had 
madt:  any  unparUament^ry  remarks :  op 


the  contrary,  he  thought  this  had  been 
done  by  the  two  'noble  lords  who  had  in- 
troduced a  subject  that  was  not  before  the 
house.  He  was  more  and  more  convinced 
of  the  necessity  of  the  act,  in  serving  as  a 
barrier  to  confusion  in  the  order  of  suc- 
cession to  property,  and  that  we  should 
not  follow  the  example  of  a  neighbouring 
country,  whose  laxity  in  that  respect  was 
of  a  pernicious  tendency. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  conceived  the 
n(^ble  lord  as  most  illiberal  in  his  observa- 
tions on  this  and  other  discusnons  of  a  like 
nature,  and  wa»  convinced  there  was  not 
one  noble  lord  within  the  four  corners  of 
the  house,  who  did  not  ^hlnk  so. 

Lord  Holland  considered  the  language 
used  by  the  noble  lord  as  most  unparlia- 
mentary, and  tending  to  prevent  the  free- 
dom of  debate..  The  question  had  been 
naturally  introduced  by  the  motion  for 
reading  the  bill,  which  proposed  an  indem- 
nity to  persons  who  had  oiiended  against 
the  Marriage  act.  Besides,  he  protested 
against  the  doctrine  that  no  law  was  to  be 
amended,  nor  any  new  one  introduced, 
without  subjecting  the  person  so  introduc- 
ing the  measure  to  the  imputation  pf  acting 
with  evil  designs  against  the  constitution. 
If  such  doctrine  was  once  introduced,  the 
liberty  of  speech  would  be  destroyed, 
and  some  noble  lords  would  perhaps  be 
intimidated  from  doing  their  duty. — ^The 
bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

[iNDicrMENTBiLL.J  Earl  i&a/z^<^moved 
the  order  of  the  day  tor  the  second  reading 
of  the  Indictment  Bill ;  which  being  read, 
the  noble  lord  said  that  this  bill  was  one 
of  the  most  important,  and  he  believed,  at 
the  same  time,  it  was  one  of  the  most  mis- 
chievous tendency  that  ever  came  before 
the  house,  and  not  having  been  able  to 
learn  from  whence  it  sprung,  he  would 
state  its  contents.  Their  lordships  would 
be  astonished  to  hear,  that  the  commons 
had  transmitted  them  a  bill  for  their  con* 
sideration  which  went  the  length  of  ahnost 
entirely  annihilating  the  Trial  by  Jury  in 
criminal  cases.  He  had  enquired  whence 
and  from  whom  the  bill  originated,  but 
found  it  had  been  smuggled  through  the 
house  of  commons  ;  for  many  members,  of 
whom  he  had  enquired  about  it,  declared 
they  had  never  heard  of  it.  Fonuerly,  it 
was  the  practice  of  that  house  that  all  bill« 
which  went  to  the  alteration  of  the  estabr 
lished  law,  or  any  part  of  the  oonstitutioa^ 
were  obliged  to  originate  in  a  committee  of 
the  whele  houses  and  then  e^ery  one  had 
noticti  ef  wM  waa  ioteaded  i   b«t  Mir 
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'that  wholesome  practice  was  become  a 
dead  letter.  He  trusted,  however,  their 
lordships  would  act  according  to  the  coa- 
stitution  of  the  country,  according  to  the 
common  law  of  the  land  ;  for,  in  his  opi- 
nion, that  man  who  would  act  so  as  to 
bring  in  a  bill  which  militated  against 
every  principle  of  the  common  law,  must 
be  actuated  by  the  very  quintessence  of 
liuman  folly.  The  first  clause  went  to 
enact,  "  That  every  person  prosecuted 
for  any  ofience  should  be  compelled  to 
give  bail  in  such  sum  as  in  the  warrant 
should  be  expressed  ;  and  if  such  person 
should  refuse,  or  not  be  able  to  procure 
«uch  bail,  he  should  be  committed  to  the 
gaol  of  the  county ;  and  service  of  the 
diflerent  proceedings  on  the  gaoler  or  turn- 
key, should  be  ffood,  and  judgment  be 
given  against  such  person,  as  if  the  pro- 
cess had  been  served  upon  himself." — So 
that  a  man  might  be  tl-ied  without  being 
present,  which  was  directly  contrary  to 
the  oath  of  the  jurymen,  which  run  thus  : 
*  You  shall  well  and  truly  try,  and  true  de- 
liverance make  between  our  sovereign 
lord  the  king  and  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.' 

Lord  I2lenborough<3baeTved  that  this  oath 
did  not  apply  to  the  trial  of  misdemeanors, 
and  that  in  ninety-nine  cases  of  misde- 
meanor out  of  a  hun()red,  in  the  court  of 
king's  bench,  the  defendants  were  not 
present  at  their  trials. 

Earl  Stanhcpe  resumed  and  observed, 
that  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the 
woolsack,  only  made  parentheses  in  his 
own  speeches,  but  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  who  had  just  sat  down  made  paren- 
theses in  the  speeches  of  other  persons. 

I^rd  Eiknborougjk  said  he  considered 
himself  as  appealed  to  by  the  noble  earl. 

Earl  Stanhope  continued  his  argument. 
Would  the  noble  lord  say  that  it  was  con- 
sonant to  the  constitution,  or  to  the  com- 
mon law  of  the  land,  that  a  person  ought 
to  be  imprisoned  for  a  misdemeanor,  be- 
fore he  was  found  guilty  of  the  slightest 
offence,  and  that  he  should  be  kept  a  pri- 
soner till  the  trial,  which  his  prosecutor 
might  delay  as  long  as  he  pleased  ?  It  was 
a  great  hardship  in  the  law  that  a  man 
should  be  kept  in  prison  on  suspicion. 
Suppose  he  could  prove  an  alibi,  how  was 
he  to  do  it  when  in  prison  ?  He  might 
know  where  the  persons  to  prove  it  were 
to  be  met  with,  but  not  know  their  names, 
so  as  to  enable  others  to  come  at  them  for 
,  the  purpose  of  his  acquittal  :  and  the 
learned  lord  who  was  so  fond  of  parenthe- 
ses in  other  men's  speeches,  well  knew 
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that  a  man  not  guilty  of  any  crime,  miffht 
be  imprisoned  tor  more  months  than  the 
judges  might  punish  with  days  an9ther 
person  who  was  found  guilty. — ^What  was 
the  enactment  of  Magna  Charta  ?  It  was 
'  that  no  freeman  should  be  taken  orimpri- 
soned  but  by  the  lawful  judgment  of  his 
peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the  land.'  He 
should  be  glad  to  know  from  the  chief 
justice  of  the  king's  bench,  if  an  informa- 
tion, filed  ex  qficio  by  the  attorney-gene- 
ral, was  a  judgment  of  a  man's  peers,  or  of 
the  law  of  the  land  ?  To  require  i»ail,  in 
all  cases  of  informations  ex  qficio,  would 
be  to  make  a  law  which  fell  heavily  only 
on  the  poor,  who  were  seldom  able  to  find 
bail,  and  then,  though  ever  so  innocent^ 
they  must  sufier  imprisonment,  perhaps  to 
an  indefinite  length  of  time.  The  rich 
could  always  procure  bail,  so  that  it  would 
but  little  afiect  them,  which  would  be 
making  a  most  invidious  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  orders  of  persons  ;  whereas 
the  house  ought  to  watch  cafefully  over 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  poor^  to  give 
them  all  the  advantages  of  the  law,  and  to 
amalgamate  as  much  as  possible  the  dif- 
ference and  distinctions  which  fortune  had 
placed  between  them. — ^The  noble  earl  ad- 
verted to  a  story  of  two  link-boys*  who 
were  taken  up  for  uttering  a  libel,  in  the 
days  of  Wilkes  and  Liberty  :  one  of  them, 
called  Jack,  who  could  not  read,  handed 
it  to  the  other,  named  Will,  and  begged 
he  would  read  it  to  him ;  in  the  act  of 
doing  which,  the  beadle  took  them  both  up, 
and  carried  them  before  the  magistrate. 
Jack  pleaded  that  he,  not  being  able  to 
read,  nad  only  desired  the  other  to  do  it 
for  him.  '  What  are  you?'  «aid  the  ma- 
gistrate. *  Please  your  honour,'  answer- 
ed Jack,  '  I  am  an  anti-ministerial  writer.* 
'What!'  said  the  magistrate,  '  how  can 
you  be  a  writer  on  either  side,  if  you  can't 
read?'  '  Oh,  your  honour,'  replied  Jack, 
'  I  chalks  45  on  the  lords'  coaches.'  Such 
a  poor  anti-ministerial  libeller  as  Jack, 
might,  by  an  information  ex  <^cio  under 
this  bill,  be  imprisoned  for  want  of  bail  to 
the  end  of  his  days.  Under  all  the  circum- 
stances, considering  one  part  of  the  bill 
to  be  unnecessary,  and  the  other  highly 
objectionable,  he  moved  that  the  said  bill 
be  rejected. 

Lord  Holland  rose,  and  observed,  that 
he  had  expected  some  noble  lord  who  sup- 
ported the  bill  would  have  attempted  to 
shew  its  necessity «  He  had  conceived 
that  the  noble  and  learned  lord  (Ellenbo- 
rough)  had  intended  to  do  so,  and  he  was 
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ready  to  give  way  to  hear  such  necessity 
shevrn.  He  considered  the  bill  as  an  in- 
noTadon  upon  the  sound  and  wholesome 
prir^ciples  of  the  common  law.  The 
principle  of  part  of  the  bill,  with  respect 
to  requiring  bail,  was  first  adopted  in  the 
26th  of  his  present  majesty,  in  a  revenue 
act,  and  it  was  found  so  injurious,  that  a 
hill  was  brought  in,  in  the  Jl8th,  to  remedy 
the  evil,  it  being  found  that  many  persons 
had  remained  in  gaol  for  a  considerable 

,  time  without  the  means  of  bringing  on 
their  trials.  He  deprecated  the  principle 
of  applying  to  other  cases  enactments 
fbuna  necessary  for  the  better  collection 
of  the  revenue,  and  still  more  as  it  was 
merely  stated  in  the  preamble  to  this  bill 
as  a  reason  for  its  enactment,  that  it  had 
been  found  convenient.  Was  this  a  rea- 
son for  altering  the  law  generally  ?  With 
respect  to  the  process  upon  indictment 
ana  information,  where  was  the  necessity 
shewn  for  such  an  alteration  ?  This  bill 
besides  went  to  require  bail  equally  upon 
an  indictment  presented  by  twelve  sworn 
men,  upon  an  information  granted  by  the 
Court  of  king^s  bench,  and  upon  an  infor- 
mation filed  ex  qfficio  by  the  attorney-ge- 
neral. Thii  was  an  innovation  whiclvhe 
thought  pregnant  with  the  most  injurious 
consequences ;  nor  could  he  for  a  moment 
consent  that  a  power  of  holding  ta  bail 
should  exist  upon  the  mere  filing  of  an  in- 
formation by  the  attorney-general.  His 
lordship  quoted  some  legal  authorities  for 
the  purpose  of  proving  the  ancient  practice 
of  the  constitution,  contended  that  by 
this  bill  a  man  might  be  tried  in  bis  ab- 
sence and  without  his  knowledge,  and 
called  upon  those  who  resisted  a  bill  which 
they  conceived  to  be  an  innovation  upon 
the  prerogative,  to  resist  a  bill  which  was 
an  innovation  upon  the  constitution.  If 
no  innovation  was  to  be  suffered  in  the* 

/  one  case,  none  ought  to  be  allowed  in  the 
other,  at  least  without  proving  some  strong 
ifecessity. 

Lord  EUenborough  contended,  that  con- 
iiiderable  misconception  had  taken  place 
with  respect  to  this  bill,  which  did  not 
alter  the  law  as  it  now  stood,  or  at  least 

'  very  slightly,  but  merely  defined  more  ac- 
curately the  course  to  be  pursued.  As 
the  law  at  present  stood,  it  was  welt 
known  that  persons  might  be  held  to  bail 
not  merely  upon  indictment,  but  by  any 
justice  of  the  peace,  upon  a  charge  of 
misdemeanor.  With  respect  to  informa- 
tions filed  ex  qfficio,  by  the  attorney-gene- 
ral, he  was  a  sworn  officer :  he  never  filed 


such  informations  without  previous  afiida* 
vits  to  substantiate  the  charge ;  and  when 
an  information  was  filed  by  the  attorney - 
general,  it  was  a  presentment  upon  oath, 
as  much  as  that  of  a  grand  jury.  He  did 
not  see,  therefore,  that  any  injury  was  to 
result  from  holding  to  bail  upon  Such  in- 
formations. With  respect  to  indictment 
and  information,  it  should  be  recollected 
that  a  person  accused  had  much  better 
means  of  justifying  himself  in  the  latter 
case  than  in  the  former.  Before  a  grand 
jury  the  evidence  was  ex  parte,  and  the. 
proceedings  secret.  A  person  accused 
nad  no  means  of  punishing  another  for  a 
false  accusation  before  a  grand  jury,  nor 
could  he  indict  a  witness  who  had  given 
evidence  before  a  ^rand  jury  for  perjury ; 
in  the  case  of  an  inforOiation  granted  by 
the  court  of  king's  bench,  the  accused 
must  be  served  personally  with  the  rule  to 
shew  cause,  w^iich  was  only  granted  on 
affidavit;  he  might  then  file  affidavits, 
shew  cause,  and  have  all  the  advantage  of 
the  argument  of  counsel.  Information 
filed  ex  qfficio  by  the  attorney-general  be- 
ing grounded  on  affidavit,  a  party  falsefy 
accused  might  indict  the  person  making 
such  afiidavit  for  perjury.  He  thought 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  humanely 
adapted  to  give  relief  to  the  prisoner.  As 
to  his  being  tried  in  his  absence,  that  vvas  . 
out  of  the  question.-:  persons  tried  ifor 
misdemeanors  in  the  court  of  king's  bench, 
were  scarcely  ever  present  at  their  trials. 
This  bill  would  also  prevent  a  person  sent 
to  prison  for  want  of  bail,  from  remaining 
there,  as  it  might  happen  for  years,  with- 
out the  means  of  brin^in^  on  his^  trial ; 
another  provision  in  his  favour  was,  that 
the  judge  who  tried  him,  although  not  a 
judge  of  the  king's  bench,  might  discharge 
him  if  acquitted.  He  considered  the  bill, 
therefore,  as  favourable  to  persons  in  the 
situation  alluded  to,  instead  of  at  all  tend- 
ing to  make  their  condition  worse. 

Lord  Erskine  condemned  the  principle 
of  extending  regulations  made  with  an 
immediate  view  to  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  to  other  cases.  With  respect  to 
the  bill,  he  admitted  there  was  nothing  in 
it  afiecting  the  Trial  by  Jury,  as  supposed 
by  the  noble  earl  (Stanhope),  and  that  the 
objection  of  trying  a  man  in  his  absence 
did  not  apply  to  it.  He  contended,  how- 
ever, that  the  bill  did  make  an  alteration 
in  the  law  as  it  now  stood,  and  for  which 
no  necessity  had  been  shewn  ;  namely, 
in  holding  to  bail  upon  informations  filed 
ex  qfficio  by  the  attomey^ncral.    These 
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informations,  it  had  been  said,  were  filed 
upon  affidavit ;  but  the  attorney-general 
was  not  compelled  to  file  them  upon  affi- 
davit,  he  might  file  them  virithout  any  affi- 
davit. It  was  not  to  be  supposed  for  a 
moment  that  his  learned  friend,  the  present 
attorney-general,  would  do  any  act  that 
was  in  the  slightest  degree  improper;  but 
he  objected  generally,  to  the  principle  of 
holding  to  bail  upon  informations  filed  by 
the  attorney-general,  which  might  or 
might  not  be  founded  upon  affidavit,  and 
thereby  giving  to  the  attorney-general  the 
'  power  of  a  grand  jury.  No  necessity  had 
been  &hewn  fer  this  bill,  and  he  thought 
it  much  better  that  the  law  should  stand  as 
it  did,  than  that  they  should  run  the  risk 
of  exciting  discontent  or  dissatisfaction 
by  alter'mg  it,  and  by  giving  power  of 
holding  to  bail  in  slight  ofiences,  in  libels, 
and  constructive  breaches  of  the  peace, 
which  might,  at  some  period  or  other,  be 
used  oppressively  aeainst  the  subject. 

The  Lord  ChaaceUor  contended  that  the 
only  question  at  preisent  was,  whether 
there  was  so  much  good  in  this  bill  as 
to  authorise*  its  being  sent  to  a  commit- 
tee. He  thought  there  was.  With  re- 
spect to  informations  filed  ex  (^cio  by 
the  attorney -general,  it  was  fitting  that,  it 
should  be  stated,  that  altlK>ugh  he  might 
not  be  compelled  to  receive  sCffidavits  pre- 
vious to  fihng  such  information,  in  sub- 
stance it  was  so,  no  information  of  that 
nature  being  filed  except  upon  affidavits  ; 
and  with  respect  to  the  iuformations  of 
that  kind  filed  by  him  when  he  held  the 
office  of  attorney-general^  the  parties 
might  have  been  hekl  to  bail  by  a  magis- 
tn^e  upon  the  affidavits.  He  thought  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  were  favourable  to 
persons  sent  to  prison  for  want  of  bail,  in 
preventuig  the  necessity  of  their  remaining 
there  for  a  considerable  time  without  the 
means  of  release,  and  that  with  soine  alte- 
ration in  the  committee,  it  might  l>e  ren- 
dered unobjectionable. 

Earl  Stanhope  was  glad  that  some  alter- 
ation was  to  be  made  in  the  bill,  as  in  that 
case  it  would  be  sent  back  to  the  conimons. 
His  lordship  proceeded  to  shew  the  absur- 
dity of  contending,  that  because  judges 
wore  sometimes  honest  men^  or  attorney- 
generals  persons  who  could  be  trusted, 
therefore  extraordinary  powers  should  be 
vested  in  their  hands.  Were  he  to  attempt 
to  4rive  sioh  a  doctcuae  down  ^e  throat 
of  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  he  was  con- 
yinoed  he  could  not  say  Amen  to  it. 
imdgu  and  Attom^y-genecaJs  were  like 


other  men,  and  he  should  give  a  specimen 
of  them  for  the  edification  of  the  learned 
loi*d,  who  seemed  to  have  forgotten  of 
what  sort  of  characters  they  were  at  times 
composed.  His  lordship  then  alluded  to 
the  opinion  o^the  Judges,  when  consulted 
by  Charles  the  First,  as  to  his  right  to 
exact  Ship-money,  by  which  they  declared 
that  he  had  such  rignt,  and  that  he  himself 
was  the  only  judge  of  it ;  also  to  the  an- 
swer of  the  judges  in  Charles  the  Second's 
reign,  who  declared  it  to  be  unlawful  to 
publish  any  ai'gument  against  government. 
His  lordship  next  alluded  to  a  case  decided 
some  years  ago,  in  which  the  learned  lord 
on  the  woolsack  had  laid  down  what  he 
esteemed  to  be  true  law,  that  the  decisions 
of  the  judges  were  to  be  regulated  not  by 
precedents,  but  by  the  written  law  of  the 
land.  Tiiis  case  he  did  not  allude  to  from 
memory  :  he  had  seen  it  within  these  few 
days  as  it  came  from  the  short-hand  writer. 
This  the  noble  and  learned  lord  might  not ' 
esteem  evidence  ;  but  he  certainly  would 
do  90,  when  he  iulbrmed  him  that  it  was 
sanctioned  by  corrections  made  in  the 
hand  writing  of  the  learned  lord  himself. 
This  his  lordship  esteemed  sufficient  to 
found  him  in  maintaining  that  it  was  to 
the  law  of  the  laud,  and  not  to  the  opinion 
of  the  judges,  that  we  were  to  look  for 
protection. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  enforced  the  in- 
applicability of  revenue  statutes  to  tlie 
common  law  of  tlie  countiy,  and  argued, 
that  the  advantages  felt  in  carrying  these 
revenue  statutes  into  execution,  would  by 
no  means  enable  us  to  judge  how  far  simi- 
lar or  equal  good  was  to  be  expected  from 
an  extension  of  the  system.  If  we  were 
once  to  embrace  this  doctrine,  we  might 
expect  to  see  the  facilities  aflbrded  by  the 
Licome  tax,  which  was  a  revenue  statute, 
sought  io  be  extended  to  the  effect  of  forc- 
ing persons,  at  all  times,  to  make  a  dis- 
closure of  their  property,  on  the  pretence 
that  thereby  bankruptcies  might  be  di- 
minished. Many  other  provisions  of  an 
equally  dangeroas  nature  inight  be  ground- 
ed on  the  principle  here  laid  down,  which, 
on  the  whole,  had  his  most  decided  op- 
position. 

Lord  Holland  confessed  that  some  of  his 
objections  had  been  removed  by  his  noble 
friend  (lord  Ellenborough)  and  by  the 
noble  lord  on  the  woolsack,  but  still  he 
continued  so  decidedly  hostile  to  the  pre- 
amble, and  to  the  general  principle  ot  the 
measure,  that  he  could  not  vote  for  the 
second,  reading  of  the  bill. 

Digitized  by  VoiOOQLC 


423] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  May  19,  1808— Ea«^  India  Papm. 


The  house  then  divided  on  the  second 
reading  :  Contents  17  ;  Not-contents  7- 
Majority  10. 

HOUSE  OF  COMTMONS. 

Tiiursday,  May  19. 

[pAnisH  Settlement  Bill.]  The  order 
oftheday  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Parish  Settlement  bill  being  read. 

Colonel  Stanley  stated  the  object  of  this 
bill,  which  was  to  prevent  any  settlement 
being  gained  by  renting  any  dwelling 
under  the  value  of  20/.  instead  of  10/. ;  or 
by  purchase,  under  the  value  of  100/.  in- 
stead of  30/.  The  next  object  of  the  bill 
was  to  pass  Irish  and  Scotch  paupers  to 
V  their  respective  parishes. 

Mr.  Cunven  objected  to  the  whole  bill, 
as  oppressive  and  injurious  in  its  operation, 
and  tending  to  increase  the  burthens  upon 
parishes,  already  too  gi-eat.  With  respect 
to  passing  Irish  and  Scotch  paupers  to 
their  respective  parishes,  he  thought  it 
would  be  an  act  of  great  cruelty  and  in- 
justice. He  considered  the  encouragement 
of  Friendly  Societies  as  the  best  mode  of 
reducing  the  poors  rates,  and  therefore  re- 
commended them  to  the  consideration  of 
govemment.  He  concluded  by  moving, 
that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day 
six  months. 

Mr.  LocklUtrt  thought,  that  as  a  measure 
for  the  regulation  of  the  Poor  Laws,  the 
house  might  entertain  this  bill,  although 
be  had  some  objections  to  make  to  some 
of  the  clauses  intended  to  be  enacted  by 
it.  With  respoct  to  the  clause  empowering 
the  removal  of  Irish  and  Scotch  paupers, 
he  thought  the  house  could  not  entertain 
it  for  one  moment ;  it  would  be  too  much 
to  say,  that  a  man,  after  a  long,  laborious, 
and  mdustrious  life,  should  be  turned  over 
from  the  parish  which  had  been  the  scene 
of  that  life,  to  a  place  where  no  provision 
whatever  was  made  for  him. 

Mr.  Davies  Giddy  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  whole  of  the  poor  laws  should  be  re- 
pealed, but  that  as  the  present  bill  might 
be  attended  with  partially  beneficial  effects, 
it  ought  to  be  sufiered  to  go  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Homer  strongly  objected  to  the  bill, 
as  completely  and  fundamentally  altering 
the  whole  law  of  settlements;  occupation  or 
payment  of  rent  was  not  required ;  it  was 
enough  that  the  pauper  had  a  mere  title 
to  possession.  He  objected  to  the  bill,  not 
merely  because  it  would  introduce  new 
litigation  and  expence,  but  as  condemning 
as  vagrants  and  criminals,  persons  who 
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might  be  legally  entitled  to  a  settlement, 
and  placing  them  in  a  situation  in  which 
they  could  have  no  redress. 

Sir  S.  RxnniUy  considered  the  bill  highly 
objectionable,  as  increasing  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  settlements,  which  on  the 
contraiy,  in  the  opinion  of  Judge  Black- 
stone,  lord  Mansfield,  and  all  other  wise 
and  great  men  who  had  written  on  the 
subject,  should  be  made  as  easy  as  possible. 
It  was  the  interest  of  every  parish  to  re- 
lieve itself  of  a  small  burthen,  and  put  a 
large  one  upon  another ;  for,  when  a  man 
with  his  family  was  removed  from  one 
parish  to  another,  it  was  not  a  mere  teni* 
porary  burthen,  but  ultimately  a  continual 
burthen  upon  such  parish.  The  most  be- 
neficial enects,  in  his  opinion,  would  arise 
by  facilitating  the  power  of  acquiring  a 
settlement ;  and  he  thought,  were  a  six 
months  residence  to  entitle  a  pauper  to  a 
setllement>  it  would  be  attended  with  the 
most  beneficial  effects,  not  only  in  lessening 
the  poors*  rates,  but  relieving  the  subject 
from  the  greatest  oppression.  As  to  re- 
moving Insh  and  Scotch  paupers,  in  most 
instances  it  would  be  sending  them  to  a 
place  where  they  were  altogether  8ti*angers> 
and  they  would  be  burthensome  paupers, 
when  they  otherwise  might  become  useful 
member^  of  society. 

Mr.  GroAom  supported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Whitbread  was  happy  to  find  thig 
measure  objected  to  as  it  was,  as  he  had 
troubled  the  house  on  a  former  occasion, 
and  never  heard  any  one  support  the  law 
of  settlement  as  it  at  present  existed.  He 
had  laboured  to  carry  into  e£^t  some 
measures  of  the  kind,  and  the  opinions  he 
had  heard  this  day  would  encourage  him 
to  further  exertions.  As  to  sending  Irish 
and  Scotch  paupers  to  their  parishes,  he 
thought  it  highly  objectionable,  and  if 
passed  into  a  law,  would  be  attended  with 
the  most  grievous  consequences :  in  Ireland, 
where  there  were  no  poor  laws,  the  op- 
pression would  be  excessive. — Aher  a  few 
further  observations  by  general  Mathew, 
Mr.  Croker,  and  sir  R.  Peeie,  colonel  Stan- 
ley, declared,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
take  the  sense  of  the  house  upon  the  bill. 
A  division  then  took  place,  when  there 
appeared ;  For  the  second  reading^  II; 
Against  it  IH.  Majority  i^inst  the 
bill  103. 

[East  India  Papbis.}  The  East  India 
Papers  which  were  ord«red  to  be  produced 
were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  R.  Dundas  hoped,  if  it  was  in  the  con- 
templation of  any  hon.  gent,  to  more  that 
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they  should  be  printed,  that  he  would  gnre 
proper  notice  of  bis  intention. 

Sir  /.  Anstruther  stated,  that  the  papers 
moyed  for  on  the  affairs  of  India  consisted 
of  no  less  than  .5800  folio  pages,  and  that 
the  printing  of  them  would  cost  12,000/. 

Mr.  Bankes  said,  that  the  expence  of 
printing  papers  was  a  growing  evil  which 
ought  to  be  corrected,  as  it  amounted  now 
to  no  less  a  sum  than  90,000/.  a  year.  He 
hoped  that  it  would  be  left  to  a  committee 
to  make  a  selection  of  such  as  it  might  be 
thought  expedient  to  print. 

Mr.  Whitbread  protested  against  the  doCr 
trine,  that  the  members  of  the  house  of 
commons  should  be  debarred  from  infor- 
mation, because  this  could  not  be  coni- 
municated  without  incurriiig  a  certain  ex- 
pence.  Was  there  any  man,  for  instance, 
who  would  regret  the  expence  which  had 
been  incurred,  in  printing  the  papers  re- 
lative to  the  transactions  m  the  Carnatic  ? 
He  admitted,  that  on  the  present  occasion, 
it  might  not  be  necessary  to  print  the  vo- 
luminous mass  of  papers  now  upon  the 
table ;  still,  however,  he  thought  that  it 
would  be  better  even  to  expend  10,000/.  in 
having  them  printed,  than  to  ass^  to  the 
proposition  ot  the  hon.  gent.  wh(raad  just 
sat  down,  of  entrusting  a  special  committee 
with  the  power  of  selecting  such  as  they 
might  think  proper  to  print;  a  proceeding 
which  was  contrary  to  all  parliamentary 
usage,  and  from  which  very  bad  conse- 
quences miffht  result. — ^The  Papers  were 
then  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

[The  Wages  of  Journeymen  Cotton 
Weavers.]  Mr.  Rote  rose  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  limit  the  ex- 
cessive depression  of  the  Wages  of  per- 
sons employed  in  the  weaving  of  Cotton. 
He  was  induced  to  this  step,  not  from 
a  conviction  of  the  propriety  of  fixing  the 
rohiimum  of  wages,  but  in  compliance  with 
the  wishes  of  a  numerous  and  respectable 
class  of  persons  who  were  now«ufifering  pe- 
culiar hardships,  aild  who  were  at  the  same 
time  supporting  them  with  a  patience  and 
resolution  which  did  them  credit.  The  mea- 
sure was  proposed  with  the  consent  of  the 
masters  as  well  as  of  the  journeymen,  and 
he  was  sure  that  the  house  would  be  anx- 
ious to  grant  them  every  possible  relief. 

Mr.  Patteson  asked,  whether  it  was  meant 
that  the  operation  of  the  bill  should  be 
general,  or  that  it  should  be  confined  to 
those  places  where  the  weavers  had  peti- 
tioned for  relief? 

Mr.  Rote  replied,  that  it  was  intended 
that  its  operation   should  be  limited  to 


those  places  from  whence  the  petitions  had 
been  received. 

Mr.  Danes  Giddy  declared  his  opinion 
that  the  bill  for  which  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  moved,  would,  if  carried  into  a  law, 
have  the  most  mischievous  tendency,  not 
only  to  the  Cotton  manufacturers,  but  to  the 
persons  for  whose  relief  it  was  intended. 
Much  of  the  distress  that  was  al  present 
felt  by  the  Cotton  Weavers,  he  conceived 
to  arise,  not  from  the  wages  being  too  low, 
but  because  at  one  time  they  were  too 
high,  a  circumstance  which  induced  more 
people  to  adopt  this  trade  than  there  was 
a  demand  for,  or  than  it  could  support ; 
and  were  a  minimum  of  vrages  now  to  be 
fixed,  he  was  afraid  that  it  would  prove  an 
inducement  to  ignorant  persons  to  bring 
up  their  children  in  this  line,  and  still  fur- 
ther to  overstock  the  market.  He  should 
be  most  happy  could  any  other  mode  be 
devised  of  granting  relief  to  the  sufiferers, 
but  the  one  now  proposed  he  considered 
so  objectionable,  that  even  in  this  early 
stage  of  the  business,  he  was  resolved  to 
take  the  sense  of  the  house  upon  it. 

Mr.  Homer  agreed  with  almost  every 
thing  which  had  been  said  by  the  hon. 
gent,  who  had  just  sat  down.  But,  how- 
ever strong  his  conviction  was  of  the  im- 
propriety of  the  principle  on  which  this 
measure  was  to  be  founded,  he  thought  the 
application  of  such  a  numerous  and  de- 
serving class  of  individuals  merited  every 
attention ;  and  perhaps  in  discussing  the 
remedy  which  had  been  proposed  fay  the 
right  hon.  gent,  one  less  objectionable 
might  be  discovered. 

Lord  Milton  joined  in  opposing  the  bill, 
which  had  a  direct  tendency  to  ruin  the 
manufactures,  and  to  increase  the  dis- 
tresses of  those  employed  in  them.  For 
these  distresses  he  felt  as  much  as  any 
man,  but  he  thought  the  house  ought  to 
be  extremely  cautious  in  raising  hopes 
which  must  infallibly  end  in  disappoint- 
ment. The  inevitable  consequence  of  the 
present  measure,  if  carried  into  efifect, 
would  be,  that  the  manufiicturer  would 
discharge  a  number  of  his  workmen,  by 
which  they  would  be  reduced  to  complete 
misery. 

Sir  Robert  Peele  disapproved  highly  of 
the  principle  of  the  measure,  and  was 
anxious  to  make  it  known,  that  this  disap- 
probation was  founded  upon  a  true  regard 
to  the  interest  of  the  work-people  them- 
selves. The  great  cause  of  the  distress  at 
present  felt,  was  not  the  oppression  of  the 
masters,  but  the  shutting  up  of  the^  foreign 
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.  markets,  and  the  fact  was,  that  masters 
were  now  suffering  from  this  cause  still 
more  than  the  men.  As  to  what  the  hon. 
gent,  had  said  respecting  this  application 
being  countenanced  by  the  masters,  he 
was  sure,  if  this  was  the  case  at  all,  it  was 
only  in  a  very  limited  degree,  and  that  if 
the  present  measure  was  persevered  in, 
they  would  soon  have  the  cotton  manu- 
facturers at  the  bar  craving  the  prottction 
of  the  house.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
they  would  not  permit  the  bill  to  be 
brought  in  from  any  sentiments  of  false 
compassion  towards  the  men,  for  the  in- 
evitable result  would  be,  that  a  great  num- 
ber of  those  whom  they  wished  to  relieve, 
would  be  discharged  by  their  masters  and 
thrown  upon  the  parishes. 

Mr.  Thompson  said,  that  before  fixing 
the  minimum  of  wages,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  who  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the 
bill,  ought  to  equalize  the  abilities  of  the 
workmen. 

Mr.  22a8e  explained,  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  have  fixed  the  minimum  of 
wages  not  for  the  time  but  the  quantity  of 
work  done.  He  repeated,  that  he  had 
been  induced  to  propose  the  measure,  not 
&om  a  conviction  of  its  propriety,  but  in 
compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  cotton 
weavers,  backed  with  the  consent  of  their 
employers. 

Mr.  Tiemey  declared,  that  he  should  be 
as  happy  as  any  man,  if  some  relief  could 
be  granted  in  a  proper  way  to  the  persons 
employed  in  the  cotton  manufacture,  but 
he  never  could  accede  to  a  measure  which 
went  to  fix  the  minimum  of  wages. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  entirely 
agreed  with  those  who  thought  that  the 
house  should  manifest  a  disposition,  which 
he  was  snre  was  universally  felt,  to  accede, 
as  far  as  a  sense  of  duty  would  permit 
them,  to  the  wishes  of  that  numerous. and 
respectable  class  of  individuals  whom  his 
right  hon.  friend  was  anxious  to  relieve. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  present  measure 
would  be  productive  of  advantage.  The 
principle  of  the  bill,  which  went  to  fix  the 
minimum  of  wages,  carried  into  operation, 
could  do  no  good,  and  might  do  a  great 
deal  of  harm.  It  would  not  have  the  effect 
of  at  all  increasing  the  quantity  of  work, 
and  it  would  diminish  the  number  of  pep* 
tons  employed  in  it,  because  only  the  best 
workmen  woukl  be  retained.  At  the  same 
time  he  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  better 
that  the  cotton  weavers  should  be  disap- 
pointed after  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
their  tppUcation  in  the  houae  of  commons^ 


than  by  a  refusal  of  his  right  hon.  friend  to 
submit  it  for  consideration.  This  discussion 
the  application  had  now  undergone,  and 
he  hoped  that  those  who  made  it  would 
be  convinced,  that  it  failed  not  itcxa  any 
indifference  to  their  sufferings,  or  any  in- 
disposition to  relieve  them;  but  from  a 
persuasion  that,  by  granting  ^the  object 
which  they  sought  to  obtain,  they  could 
do  no  good,  and  might  do  much  harm. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  after  the  manner  in 
which  the  proposition  had  been  received, 
he  should  not  press  it  upon  the  house. 

Mr.  A,  Baring  expressed  his  satisfaction 
that  the  motion  was  withdrawn  ;  but  he 
could  not  omit  this  opportunity  of  statins 
his  opinion,  that  the  distress  complained' 
of  arose  from  the  suspension  of  foreign 
trade,  which  had  taken  place  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

Mr.  LasoeUes  observed,  that  had  the 
right  hon.  gent,  persisted  in  his  measure 
for  fixing  the  minimum  of  wages,  there 
was  no  reason  why  the  maximum  also 
should  not  have  been  fixed.  He  reminded 
the  right  hon.  gent,  of  the  observation  of 
a  celebrated  writer  on  political  economy, 
'  that  commerce  in  this  country  had  con- 
tinued ll  prosper,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
istence of  a  Board  of  Trade,*  and  recom- 
mended it  to  him  to  allow  it  to  take  its  own 
course. 

[Sugar  Distillation.]  Lord  Binning 
rose,  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had  given 
some  time  ago,  to  make  a  motion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Distilleries.  Previous  to  moving 
that  the  house  should  go  into  a  committee, 
he  would  explain  the  nature  of  the  Resolu- 
tions he  meant  to  ofier  in  that  covimittee, 
and  the  nature  and  causes  of  the  changes 
made  in  those  resolutions  since  he  had  first 
announced  them.  The  topics  involved  in 
the  Report  were  important  and  mom«itou«, 
and  the  highest  authorities  diiiei-ed  among 
themselves  upon  the  principal  points.  The 
committee  was  apvpointed,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  consider  of  the  means  of  affording 
relief  to  the  West  India  proprietors  and 
merchants,  and  the  order  under  which  the 
committee  assembled,  dhreeted  the  com- 
mittee to  inquire  whether  the  most  imme- 
diate and  effectual  means  of  relief  woukl 
not  be,  to  confine  the  Distilleries  to  the  vse 
of  Sugar  and  Molasses  alode.  In  the  course 
of  this  inquiry,  it  became  necessary  to 
ascertain  how  far  the  agriculture  of  the 
country  would  be  affeeted  by  such  a  re- 
striction, and  this  investigation  led  to  the 
knowledge  of  failts,  Wluch  established 
the  wisdom  and  necessity  of  the  restrii^ 
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tion,  exclusire  of  all  consideration  whatso- 
ever of  the  interests  of  the  West  India 
islands.  It  was  impossible  to  separate  the 
two  questions ;  but  this  he  would  say,  that 
neither  he  nor  the  committee  could  have 
recommended  the  Resolutions  they  had 
done,  if  the  interests  of  the  country,  dis- 
tinct from  those  of  the  West  India  proprie- 
tors, had  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, rendered  such  measures  necessary. 
The  committee,  finding  that  this  country 
was  generally  dependent  for  a  sufficient 
supply  of  com  and  flour  upon  foreign 
countries,  and  that  this  supply  was  cut  off 
in  the  present  state  of  Europe,  without  any 
prospect  of  a  sufficient  resource  in  the 
last  year's  crop  of  this  country,  thought 
it  right,  as  a  precaution  against  famine,  to 
stop  the  distillation  from  corn,  with  a  view 
to  a  more  ample  and  satisfactory  supply  of 
sustenance  for  the  people.  Here  the  noble 
lord  went  into  a  statement  of  the  quan- 
tity of  com  imported  into  G.  Britain  an- 
nually, and  contended,  that  the  saving  by 
the  prohibition  of  the  distilleries,  would 
be  470,000  quarters,  which  would  cover 
more  than  half  the  deficiency  created  by 
the  stoppage  of  importation,  and  more  than 
the  whole  importation  of  oats.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  seemed  right  to  sus- 
pend the  distillation  from  com,  with  a  dis- 
cretionary povrer  to  the  privy  council,  to 
extend  or  to  put  an  end  to  the  restriction 
as  circumstances  might  require.  This  was 
the  substance  of  the  Resolutions^  of  the 
committee,  resolutions  which  they  never 
would  have  come  to,  on  account  of  the  West 
India  merchants,  if  the  circumstances  of 
the  times  had  not  rendered  them  neces- 
sary with  a  view  to  the  general  interests 
of  the  country.  He  argued  on  the  prin- 
ciple, that  the  distress  of  one  class  of  the 
community  ought  not  to  be  remedied  by 
bttfthening  another  class.  But  he  denied 
the  application  of  the  principle  in  the  pre- 
sent instance.  The  sufferings  of  the  West 
India  merchants  were  great ;  but  the  re- 
lief here  proposed  went. directly  to  reme- 
dy the  distress  present  or  eventual  of  the 
country,  and  relieved  the  distress  of  the 
West  India  proprietors  only  collaterally. 
G.  Britain  imported  annually  on  an  aver- 
age 770,000  quarters  of  grain  from  foreign 
countries.  From  some  of  these  countries 
importation  was  now  impossible.  From 
America,  in  ccmsequence  of  the  embargo, 
com  could  not  now  be  received,  and  there 
was  no  prospect  of  the  impediment  being 
tpeedily  removed.  The  supply  of  last 
harvest  was  not  sufficiently  abundant  to 


have  a  surplus  fund  that  might  be  relied 
on.  The  stock  on  hand  was  far  short  of 
the  probable  demand.  In  the  south  of 
England  the  crop  was  abundant,  in  other 
parts  it  was  not.  The  crop  of  vrheat  was 
in  general  good,  the  crop  of  barley  was 
short,  and  that  of  pulse  good  for  nothing. 
Here  the  noble  lord  cited  the  evidence  of 
the  vritnesses  befbre  the  committee,  begin* 
ning  with  Mr.  Arthur  Young,  in  order  to 
establish,  that  the  general  crop  of  the  last 
year  was  short,  and  the  supply  in  the 
country  insufficient.  The  stoppage  of  dis* 
tillation  from  grain  would  be  adequate  to 
the  importation  of  470,000  quarters.  In 
the  present  circumstances  it  seemed  essen- 
tial to  divert  so  large  a  supply  from  luxury 
to  necessity.  It  was  objected  to  the  mea- 
sure, that  it  laid  down  a  bad  precedent, 
tending  to  encourage  the  perpetual  inter- 
ference of  parliament  in  such  cases.  But, 
the  circumstances  of  the  present  case  were 
peculiar,  and  unless , the  same  identical 
circumstances  existed,  the  precedent  could 
no^  supply*  It  was  said  the  onantity  of 
grain  sown  next  year  would  be  diminished 
by  the  stoppage.  But  the  quantity  to  be 
sown  depended  on  the  prices,  and  the  pre- 
sent prices  were  far  from  being  low.  In- 
stead of  falling,  they  had  risen  since  the 
present  measure  was  announced.  Here 
the  noble  lord  cited  accounts  of  prices 
sent  to  him,  which  shewed  a  contmued 
rise  in  the  prices  of  com  in  the  last  two 
weeks.  In  Scotland,  in  particular,  the  ac- 
count stated  that  the  distillers  had  deter- 
mined to  stop  whether  there  was  a  provi- 
sion to  that  pflect  or  not.  If  the  business 
could  have  been  conveniently  gone  into  last 
night,  he  was  prepared  to  otter  a  Resolu- 
tion for  restricting  distillation  from  com 
for  V2  months,  froin  July  1,  1808;  with 
permission  to  the  king  in  council  to  do  away 
that  restriction  whenever  an  abundant  crop 
should  render  it  adviseable  or  safe  to 
do  so.  Understanding,  however,  that  a 
number  of  the  most  formidable  opponents 
of  the  measure  might  be  conciliated  by 
delay  and  representation,  and  that  substan- 
tial good  might  be  done  with  less  diffi- 
culty by  affording  the  means  of  private 
arrangement,  he  had  put  off  his  motion  till 
this  day.  This  was  tne  sole  cause  (^  the 
delay,  which  was  entirely  distinct  from 
ministerial  motives.  The  object  of  attain- 
ing the  same  good  with  unanimity,  was 
with  him  most  important.  He  had,  there- 
fore, made  the  adjournment  from  yester- 
day, and  he  had  also  made  some  changes 
in  the  Besoltttions  be  int^ded  to  propose. 
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ivhich  he  had  reason  to  think  would  render 
them  more  generally  acceptable.  It  had 
been  objected  by  the  Irish  gentlemen, 
that  the  Report  of  the  committee^  by  pro- 
posing to  prohibit  the  importation  of  trish 
spirits  into  England,  went  to  a  violation  of 
the  Articles  of  the  Union.  As  nothing 
conld  be  further  from  his  wish  and  the 
wish  of  evei^  gentleman  of  the  committee 
and  of  the  house,  than  to  interfere  with 
this  Qompact  in  the  slightest  degree,  this 
prohibition  was  to  be  now  omitted.  The 
first  Resolution  he  meant  now  to  propose, 
was.  That  after  the  Istof  July,  and  thence 
to  the  1st  of  Oct  next,  all  distillation  from 
com,  grain,  flour,  meal,  &c.  should  cease 
ihrougnout  the  United  Kingdom;  and 
secondly,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  his 
majesty  in  council,  after  Sept.  1st,  to  con- 
tinue the  restriction  till  forty  days  afler 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of 
parliament.  Thus,  if  the  ensuing  harvest 
should  be  a  good  one,  the  restriction  might 
expire  at  once  ;  if  it  sjiould  not  be  so,  his 
majesty  might  continue  the  restraint  till 
parliament  should  provide  such  remedy  as 
Its  wisdom  might  think  fit.  It  was  intended, 
also,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  wash  made 
from  sugar.  These  provisions  it  was  pro- 
posed should  be  extended  to  Ireland.  But 
as  his  information  on  the  state  of  that  part 
of  the  united  kingdom  was  not  so  complete, 
he  would  leave  uie  details  of  the  arrange- 
ment, so  far  as  Ireland  was  concerned,  to 
be  after^vards  settled  and  explained.  He 
understood,  however,  that  government  had 
received  information  from  Ireland,  stating 
it  to  be  adviseable  to  stop  the  distilleries 
at  present.  If  after  the  ei^uing  harvest 
Ireland  had  a  superabundance,  this  country 
or  Scotland  could  not  fail  to  afibrd  a  vent 
for  that  surplus.  With  respect  to  the 
West  India  part  of  the  measure,  he  did  not 
think  it  right  now  to  enter  into  devils. 
The  committee  continued  to  employ  itself 
sedulously  on  devising  the  means  of  reme- 
dying the  distresses  under  which  the  West 
India  interest  unhappily  laboured.  The 
distress  of  the  West  India  interest  was 
urgent,  undeniable,  and  severe.  Many 
who  had  been  till  lately  opulent,  were 
now  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  distress,  and 
the  most  wealthy  were  in  curtailed  cir- 
cumstances. The  supplies  sent  out  to  work 
the  estates  were  still  as  expensive  as  ever. 
He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  argue  on 
the  importance  of  the  West  India  Islands 
to  this  country.  The  present  distress  of 
the  West  India  interest  arose  not  from  wild 
speculations,  but  from  Uie  shutting  of  the 


continental  market,  a  mischief  which  Eng- 
land had  brought  on  the  colonies,  and  was 
therefore  in  a  particular  degree  called 
upon  to  relieve  and  remedy.  The  ques- 
tion now  before  the  house  was,  however, 
purely  a  British  question.  The  relief  to 
the.  West  India  interest  was  merely  inci- 
dental to  the  primary  object  of  providing 
a  security  against  the  apprehension  of 
scarcity  in  G.  Britain.  That  this  relief  to 
the  West  India  interest  could  be  incident* 
ally  introduced,  was  a  great  additional  re- 
commendation of  the  measure  he  intended 
to  propose.  He  was  glad  that  the  mea- 
sure was  at  length  submitted  to  the  sense 
of  the  house.  If  the  restriction  was  neces- 
sary as  a  measure  of  precaution,  it  could 
not  too  soon  be  carried  into  effect.  If  it 
w^as  not,  the  dispute  could  not  be  too 
soon  put  to  rest.  The  noble  lord  .con- 
cluded with  moving.  That  the  Report  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house ; 
and  anticipated  from  the  moderation  and 
the  good  sense  of  the  gentlemen  present, 
that  the  wishes  of  the  committee  would 
be  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  Cbfc  (of  Norfolk)  agreed  that  this 
question  ought  to  be  set  at  rest.  He  was 
sorry  to  observe  a  practice  of  suspending 
the  statute  of  Wm.  and  Mary,  which  was 
the  best  security  of  the  agriculture  of  this 
country,  by  alibrding  tlie  means  of  dis- 
posing of  the  surplus  produce.  The  brew- 
eries and  distilleries  took  off  this  surplus. 
If  their  use  of  corn  was  stopped,  the  de- 
mand must  be  lessened,  the  price  must 
fall,  and  the  growth  and  supply  must  of 
course  be  diromished.  The  landed  gen- 
tlemen did  not  seek  to  maintain  com  at 
the  highest  possible  price.  All  they 
sought  was  a  sure  sale  and  a  saving  price, 
without  which  the  land  would  not  be  culti- 
vated. The  price  this  year  was  low  till 
this  committee  had  commenced  its  inqui- 
ries. It  had  recently  risen  in  consequence 
of  the  agitation  produced  by  the  investi- 
gation of  the  committee.  The  Report 
itself  allowed,  thjit  every  permanent  inter- 
ference with  the  present  established  sys- 
tem of  affriculture  was  injurious  ;  and  it 
expressed  great  reluctance  at  adopting 
even  a  temporary  restraint.  Here  the  hon. 
gent,  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  manage- 
ment of  barley  forms.  In  this  species  of 
culture,  and  that  of  wheat,  an  increase  of 
one  fourth  had  taken  place  within  1 5  years. 
The  importation  had  proportionably  dimi- 
nished, and  the  fluctuation  of  the  price  of 
com  had  materially  lessened.  The  mea- 
sure went  to  check  the  established  system 
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and  do  away  the  progressive  iraproTement. 
Wfdi  respect  to  the  West  India  planters, 
ht  doabt^  whether  they  stood  in  need  of 
relieC  The  dcratand  for  sugars  had  lately 
mcreased  so  muob,  as  to  create  an  advance 
of  0s.  per  cwt.on  the  article.  This  demand 
had  arisen  from  exportation.  The  distress 
of  the  West  India  planters  had  no  claim 
«pon  parliament  any  more  than  that  of  any 
other  cbfis  of  men, — the  Stafibrdshire 
potters  for  instance.  A  proposition  of  the 
same  nature  as  the  present  had  been 
hronglu  ibrward  in  Mr.  Pitt's  time.  But 
•t  was  found  the  revenue  would  sofior  ma- 
terially from  it^  and  it  was  given  up.  Was 
the  chancellor  of  tiie  exchequer  prepared 
to  aay  this  laeaaufe  would  not  hurt  the 
revenue,  or  was  he  prepared  with  a  remedy 
lor  the  defalcation  ?  liie  land  was  already 
sufficiently  burthened  with  land-tax,  pro- 
peity-tttXy  and  tythes,  and  it  might  be  ex- 
pected that  gentlemen  would  not  go  out  of 
^ieir  vray  to  burthen  h,  for  the  Wemt  India 
pbntN^/  He  was  sure  the  West  India 
interest  was  at  the  bottom  of  this  measure ; 
for  till  their  distress  was  represented  as  so 
severe,  this  meamire  was  never  thought  of. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  stoppage  of  the 
use  of  grain  in  the  diatiliertes,  if  iit  should 
be  necessary.  The  government  ought  to 
•have  the  diticretion  to  impose  or  to  remove 
this  restriction  when  com  should  come  to 
a  oertain  price  indicative  of  scarcity  or  of 
abundance. 

Sir  W,  CurUi  highly  approved  of  the 
fair,  candid,  and  manfy  part  the  noble 
lord  Imd  acted  in  this  business,  as  weH  as 
ti»e  ability  he  had  displayed  in  the  con- 
duct of  it.  It  was  known  to  all  the  world, 
that  we  could  not  live  without  importing 
corn,  and  in  case  of  a  failure  of  4hnporta- 
tion,  which  happened  now,  or  of  a  scarcity, 
which  might  very  soon  happen,  it  must  be 
the  duty  of  the  kgislature  to  seek  for  the 
best  fubstitutes  they  could  procure."  Here, 
iJken,  it  w«ls  pfoposed  to  make  sugar  a  sub- 
atttnte  for  com,  which  was  likely  to  be 
-scarce.  '  He  hoped  the  landed  interest 
would  not  oppose  so  -useful  a  plan. 

Sir  Mm  Smcknr  said,  that  he  might 
h«ve  lesb  objections  than  be  had  to  the 
pvssettt  measure,  if  he  could  be  assurtd 
-that  it  was  founded  upon  a  S3rsteai  of  ge- 
.tieral  policy,  and  not  looal  interest ;  ior 
lie  mm  tbeve,  not  an  a  man  locally  laterest* 
od  liy  thf  vie^  of  any  particukur  place, 
^franyonesfitof  men,  but  «s  one  of  the 
muoibeiu  of  parliament  to  tbe  united 
lEimideM  of  G.  Britain  and  Iiiland,  and  as 
.iudi  ha  0Mad^wt4#e«Biy'«dv«Bliguto 
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be  deriTed  from  the  substitution  proposed, 
but  did  apprehend  a  great  deal  oi  mis- 
chief. The  hon.  baronet  then  adverted  to 
the  great  advantage  that  resulted  to  the 
revenue  itx>m  the  grain  distillery,  and  ask- 
ed. Whether  with  all  this  profit  from  the 
landholders,  besides  the  property  tax  and 
others,  it  was  a  wise  or  a  just  measure  to 
throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  cul- 
tivation of  land,  and  to  diminish  its  pro- 
duce ?  With  respect  to  the  sugar  distillery, 
great  as  the  injury  would  be  to  the  landed 
interest,  this  boon  would  be  productive  of 
very  little  advantage  to  the  growers  of  su- 
g^. .  The  high  price  of  barley  and  othcFT 
grain  in  Scotland,  was  partly  owing  to  the 
great  quantities  that  had  been  bought  and 
distilled  there,  from  an  apprehension  of 
this  prohibition  of  distillation  from  grain. 
As  to  what  had  been  said  about  the  advan« 
tage  which  U)is  prohibition  would  prove 
to  the  people,  he  observed,  that  he  was  of 
a  totally  difiibrent  opinion,  and  in  this  he 
was  sonported  by  very  high  authorivy  on 
the  subj  ect.  As  to  the  stoppage  of  foreign 
importation,  he  hoped  tliat  we  might  soon 
have  an  opportunity  of  importing  froiti 
America,  as  we  already  might  from  our 
t>wn  colonies  in  the  nortfiof  that  continent 
Bur,  besides  this,  the  measure  might  be 
made  use  of  as  a  precedent  for  interference 
with  the  production  of  corn,  a  thing  which 
it  was  most  important  to  ruard  against. 
If  any  rational  plan  of  relief  could  1^  pro^ 
pOBOdfor  the  West  Indian  interests,  he 
would  gladly  concur  in  it.  But  he  could 
not  cokisent  that  they  should  thus  be  re* 
lieved  at  the  eJEpence  of  a  particular  class 
of  the  community.  The  apprehension  of 
such  a  measure  as  this,  had  excited  the 
greatest  alarm  throughout  the  country  $ 
and  it  was  important  in  every  point  of 
view  that  it  should  not  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  legislature.  He  should  therefore 
think  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  Speaker's 
leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  CWuwi,  considering  the  great  im- 
portance of  this  proposition,  thought  that 
it  ought  at  least  to  have  come  fVom  one  of 
the  ministers  of  the  crown,  who  must  be 
in  a  peculiar  manner  responsible  for  the 
efifects  of  it.  He,  notwithstanding,  gave 
credit  to  the  ndble  lord,  for  the  manner  in 
whioh  he  had  brooght  it  forward ;  but 
asked,  how  he  had  come  to  change  his 
opinion^  and  swerve  from  the  Report  in 
one  day  ?  However,  he  woukl  not  arg^ 
from  the  Report,  but  take  the  proposition 
as  it  now  stood.  With  respect  to  the  lodg- 
lag    tiMis  disorftioiwry  povsvrs  in  tte 
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crown,  he  thought  that  this  system  was  at- 
tended with  very  bad  effects,  and  he  was 
by  no  means  fond  of  the  idea  of  encourag- 
ing the  practice.  In  order  to  shew  that 
the  country  might  be  sufficiently  supplied 
with  grain,  he  adverted  to  the  excellent 
effects  that  had  resulted  from  Mr.  Wes- 
tern's act  by  the  increase  of  agriculture. 
He  was  a  wise  minister  that  assented  to 
that  act,  and  resisted  the  clamour  raised 
against  it  at  the  time.  Though  the  im- 
mediate effect  of  that  act  might  have  been 
to  raise  the  price  of  corn,  yet  the  ultimate 
effect  was  to  render  it  cheaper,  as  it  en- 
abled the  landholder  to  raise  corn  upon 
those  acres  on  which  none  could  other- 
wise have  been  produced.  He  mentioned, 
as  another  reason,  the  improvement  in  the 
breed  of  cattle,  by  which,  in  Scotland  and 
other  places,  double  the  quantity  of  meat 
was  produced  with  the  same  quantity  of 
animal  provisions^  so  that  much  less  land 
was  necessary  for  pasture,:  and  more  was 
\eh  for  the  production  of  grain,  of  which 
the  prices  had  never  before  been  so  reeu- 
lar«  In  Devizes,  and  other  places  iu  that 
neighbourhood,  more  grain  had  been 
stored  up  than  ever  ha^  been  known  at 
any  former  period  ;  and  the  present  rise 
in  the  price  of  grain  was  owing  to  the 
alarm  of  the  distillers,  who  had  been  buy- 
ing up  and  distilling  as  much  of*  it  as  pos- 
sible, from  an  apprehension  of  this  mea- 
sure. Still  however,  if  the  proposition 
had  come  from  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, or  any  responsible  minister  of 
the  crown,  he  should  not  have  been  so 
much  inclined  to  persist  in  objecting  to  a 
discretionary  power  of  stopping  the  distil- 
lation from  giain,  if  the  circumstances  of 
the  country  should  require  it,  without  re- 
ference to  the  case  of  the  West  Indian 
planters.  ,  But,  as  the  propositionr  came 
firom  the  noble  lord,  it  must  be  considered 
as  founded  on  the  Report  of  the  committee 
which  had  been  appointed  for  the  specific 

{>urpose  of  examinin&r  what  method  of  re- 
ief  could  be  ^opted  for  the  planters.  If 
this  discretionary  power  was  required  with 
the  view  of  affording  such  relief,  and  not 
solely  to  be  directed  by  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  abstracted  from  this  consi- 
deration, the  interests  of  agriculture  must 
be  shaken  to  the  centre,  without  much 
benefit  to  the  colonies.  If,  by  the  contest 
in  which  we  were  engaged,  many  should 
be  turned  from  commercial  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  it  would  be  such  a  source  of 
.  strength  to  the  country,  that  so  far  from 
iu  proving  fatal  to  ui^«  w€  might  ^me  out 


of  it  in  a  better  condition  than  before. 
He  mentioned  as  a  proof  of  this  the  great 
improvement  that  had  taken  place  in  the 
agricultural  system  of  Norfolk,  by  which 
every  seventh  acre  was  employed  in  rais- 
ing winter  food  for  cattle,  thoush  in  other 
places  not  more  than  one  hundredth.  If 
the  same  laudable  plan  shonld  be  adopted 
in  other  places,  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
meat  would  be  produced  to  afford  half 
a  pound  of  meat  a  day  to  ten  million  of 
people. 

Mr.  ManyaU  could  not  agree  with  those 
who  thought  that  the  interests  of  the  West 
Indian  planters  were  to  be  thrown  entirely 
out  of  consideration,  and  maintained  that 
a  case  of  the  utmost  distress  had  been 
made  out  by  them.  When  the  account  of 
the  American  embargo  arrived,  he>  along 
with  others,  as  a  deputation  from  the  W^est 
Indiaacommittee,  waited  on  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  to  ask.  Whether  govenw 
ment  would  consent  that  the  restrictions 
on  the  exportation  of  corn  to  the  colonies, 
should  be  taken  off?  and  upon  this  being 
refiised,  it  was  suggested  that  su^  mi^ht 
be  substituted  for  grain  in  the  distilleries^ 
as  this  wonld  be  only  relieving  them  with 
the  money  that  was  sent  to  be  paid  to 
foreigners  for  corn.  It  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  in  former  committees  on  thia 
subject*  the  plan  went  to  the  breweries^ 
and  to  the  distillation  of  molasses ;  at  pre- 
sent it  went  no  further  than  the  distilleries 
and  distillation  from  sugar,  so  diat  the 
measure  was  much  simplified,  and  the 
financial  difficulties  in  a  great  measure  got* 
rid  of.  It  ought  also  to  be  kept  in  view» 
that  the  committee  still  continued  its 
labours,  and  had  a  Report  in  forwardness 
pointing  out  a  permanent  plan  of  relief, 
by  which  any  recourse  to  this  measure  in 
future  would  be  rendered  unnecessary. 
He  denied  that  the  system  of  agriculture 
would  be  deranged,  for  the  crop  of  this 
year  was  in  the  ground,  and  before  the 
next  year's  crop  could  come  in,  the  mea- 
sure would  have  answered  its  purpose,  and 
of  course  cease.  He  also  deniea  that  tfaye 
general  interests  of  the  country  would  bo 
at  all  ii\jured,  since  the  quantity  of  c<Hm 
thrown  into  the  market  would  be  so  much 
less  than  what  had  been  comm<Hily  im- 
ported. The  hon.  baronet  opposite  had 
.not  sufficiently  distinguished  between  the 
effects  of  a  temporary  and  a  permanent 
measure.  He  allQwed  that  if  the  plan  was- 
to  be  permanent,  it  would  be  iiyorious« 
but  no  such  thin^  was  in  contemplation. 
If  africultufe  bad  locreaflecb  the  popuUtin^ 
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must  have  kept  paee  with  it,  for  the  im- 
portations had  not  been  at  all  diminished ; 
and  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country « we  ought  not  to  trust  entirely  to  a 
future  harvest,  for  making  up  the  supply 
before  derived  from  foreign  countries. 
While  the  colonies  took  goods  from  the 
mother  country  to  the  value  of  six  miUions, 
while  they  paid  nine  millions  to  the  reve^ 
nue,  and  while  the  trade  employed  120,000 
seamen,  sugar  had  for  the  last  3  years  been 
selling  at  ^  price  insufficient  to  support  the 
expence  of  cultivation.  He  referred  to  the 
official  papers  in  the  Report,  in  order  to 
shew  the  mistake  of  those  who  imagined 
that  too  much  sugar  was  raised.  The 
glut  had  been  occasioned  by  the  stoppage 
of  the  foreign  market,  and  the  admission 
of  the  sugar  of  the  captured  colonies  into 
the  home  market,  ccmtrary  to  the  good 
faith  on  which  our  own  colonists  had 
rested.  He  further  contended,  that  there 
was  np  intention  here  to  relieve  one  class 
at  the  expeace  of  another.  The  land- 
holders were  in  possession  of  an  advan- 
tage which  the  fortune  of  war  had  given 
them,  and  they  ought,  out  of  that  advan- 
tage, to  allow  something  to  other  subjects 
of  the -empire,  on  whose  interests  the  war 
had  produced  an  effect  so  injurious. 

General  Gascpynt  had  understood  that 
the  question  had  been  postp^Mxed  yet^rday, 
with  a  view  to  some  compromise,  but  what 
that  was  he.  was  yet  to  learn,  for  he  saw 
from  the  agricultural  gentlemen  nothing 
but  the  most  pointed  opposition.  But  he 
should  like  to  know  by  whom  that  compro- 
mise was  made,  or  who  authorized  it  ? 
The  committee  was  no  party  to  such  a 
compromise,  and  the  hon.  member  for 
Korfblk  had  shewn  no  inclination  to  come 
into  the  noble  lord's  proposition.  But, 
after  all  the  delusion  and  all  the  clamour 
that  had  been  excited  on  this,  subject,  it 
appeared,  from  what  the  nfble  lord  said, 
that  the  question  was  to  be  discussed  with- 
out reference  to  the  relief  of  the  sugar 
planters  !  What  had  the  committee  been 
appointed  for,  but  to  consider  of  a  mode  of 
afiordins  them  relief  ?  And  was  he  now  to 
abstain  from  stating  their  distresses  ?  The 
advocates  of  the  high  price  of  provisions 
refused  any  relief  to  the  planters  till  a 
scarcity  should  take  place,  when  they 
would  humanely  permit  them  to  share  the 
profits  they  derived  from  the  distress  of  the 
country.  If  the  planters  were  to  be  re- 
lieved only  by  the  calamity  of  the  country, 
he  wished  they  might  be  long  without 
t)elie£    It  had  been  md,  that  the  colonies 


were  well  represented  in  parliament  How 
did  that  appear  ?  There  never  was  any 
objection  to  profit  by  the  high  duties  im- 
posed o»  their  prodnce.  They  were  valu- 
able as  a  subject  of  taxation  ;  but  when 
they  became  a  subject  of  legislation,  then 
they  were  degraded  as  well  as  injured ;  as 
in  the  instance  of  the  bill  that  passed  two 
years  ago.  After  stating  the  impossibility 
that  the  colonies  could  keep  up  the  com- 
petition in  the  foreign  market  with  the 
Americans,  who  supplied  the  enemy  with 
the  suffar  of  their  own  colonies,  the  hon. 
general  adverted  to  the  opinion  of  the  re- 
presentative of  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
that  the  sitting  of  the  committee  had 
raised  the  price  of  grain.  He  affirmed, 
on  the  contrary,  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  sitting  of  the  committee,  the  rise  would 
have  been  double.  The  distress  of  the 
colonies  was  not  only  severe,  but  urgent* 
and  the  admission  of  grain  into  the  distil- 
leries was.  the  only  mode  of  early  relief, 
and  if  this  was  denied  at  the  end  of  the 
session,  all  the  previous  proceedings  could 
only  be  considered  as  a  tub  thrown  out  to 
amuse  the  planters.  The  general  argu- 
ment of  the  landholders  was,  that  they  did 
not  wish  for  importation  :  that  might  be 
to  their  advantage  ;  but  when  the  labourer 
was  in  many  places  in  such  distress  for 
bread,  he  shauld  suppose  that  humanity 
alone  miff  ht  induce  them  to  allow  the  den- 
ciency  of  importation  to  be  thus  far  sup- 
plied. Their  motives^  however,  might  bo 
pure,  while  a  regard  to  their  interest  pre- 
vented their  being  sensible  of  the  real 
merits  of  the  question.  But,  the  planters 
were  told  to  look  forward  to  a  stoppage  of 
the  distilleries  from  the  1st  of  July  to  the 
1st  of  October.  Whjfl  the  distilleries 
never  worked  at  that  time.  The  hon.  re- 
presentative for  Norfolk  had  dwelt  upon 
the  great  improvement  of  agriculture, 
which  had  doubled  within  a  certain  time^ 
yet  writers  (Mr.  Young,  Mr.  Wakefield, 
and  others)  had  spread  sn  alarm  of  scarcity, 
and  recommended  inclosures.  But  inclo- 
sures  would  not  remedy  an  immediate 
scarcity:  this  could  only  be  done  by 
employing  a  substitute  for  grain.  Some 
of  the  advocates  of  the  high  price  of  pro- 
visions contended,  that  a  scarce  year  was 
sometimes  a  great  good,  as  it  would  be  at-, 
tended  with  a  permanent  benefit  [cough- 
ing]. Coughing  should  not' prevent  his 
going  on.  He  contended,  that  the  relief 
of  the  colonies,  instead  of  being  left  out  of 
the  question,  ought  tq  be  the  most  promi- 
nent obiject^  and  this  was  the  least  pbjcc* 
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tionabk  mode  in  which  the  relief  could  be 
afforded.  It'  they  asked  for  a  loan  of  five 
Bill  lions  it  would  be  refused  them ;  but 
they  did  not  ask  this  ;  they  only  requested 
relief  in  the  most  moderate  way.  While 
Buonaparte  was  anxiously  looking  for 
colonies  Md  commerce,  and  supplying 
the  merchants  of  Bourdeoux  with  money, 
among  us,  whose  strength  and  resources 
depended  so  much  on  commerce,  books 
were  published  to  prove  that  commerce 
was  of  no  benefit.  He  concluded  by  ob« 
serving,  that  the  West  India  plinters,  con* 
sidering  their  situation,  had  been  remark- 
ably moderate  in  their  claims  for  relief, 
and  imniediate  relief  ought  at  length  to  be 
given. 

Mr.  Gcodi  did  not  intend,  when  he 
came  into  die  house,  to  have  said  any 
thing,  but  had  resolved  to  leave  the  discus- 
sion to  those  who  could  do  the  subject  so 
much  more  justice.  But  he  could  not 
avoid  taking  notice  of  the  aspersions  which 
had  been  cast  on  the  country  gentlemen 
by  the  hon.  general  imder  the  gallery — a 
thing  the  less  to  be  surprised  at  as  coming 
from^  an  avowed  advocate  of  the  Slave 
trade.  The  opposition  to  this  measure, 
he  observed,  was  founded  en  the  clearest 
and  mo^  solid  principles,  and  he  most 
conscientiously  joined  in  it.  Trade  might 
sufier  for  a  time,  without  any  grei^  loss  to  - 
the  community,  or  without  amcting  in  a 
material  degree  the  general  interests.  But 
it  was  far  otherwise  with  agriculture; 
when  that  was  injured  the  whole  country 
must  be  injured  with  it  Nothing,  there- 
fore, ought  to  come  into  competition  with 
this  grand  national  object.  This  measure, 
if  parsed,  would  derahge  the  agricnkural 
system,  and  chalge  the  whole  method  of 
cropping.  The  agricultural  interests  ought 
tiot,  Sorely,  to  pay  for  the  speoalations  of 
the  colonists.  On  these  grounds,  he  would 
epi>ose  the  measure.  With  respect  to  the 
imputatioiis  of  the  hon.  general,  he  would 
leave  it  to  others  to  give  him  a  detailed 
answer. 

Mr.  W.  FUigerM  commented  upon  the 
contrast  so  glaringly  manifested  between 
the  Report  of  the  committee/  and  the 
■speech  .of  the  noble  lord  whovras  its  chair- 
man. The  Report  recommehding  the 
measure  for  Great  Britain,  at  the  same 
time  staled  reasons  ceiit>lesive  on  the  impo- 
41cT  of  OBtending  it  to  Ireland.  On  that 
pktt  of  ^e  Report  he  certainly  had  not  m 
different  o^yinton  ;  but  it  Was  vrith  foelings 
of  surprise  he  read  a  folk^wing  recommen- 
dition  to  that  house  to  r«Mriel  the  impor* 


tation  of  Irish  sjpirits  into  this  part  of  the 
kingdom.  When  such  a  manifest  breach 
of  the  articles  of  the  Union  was  recoas^ 
mended  to  that  house,  he  could  not  sit 
silent  without  being  guilty  ot*  that  which, 
he  trusted,  never  would  be  attributed  to 
him,  namely,  an  abdication  of  the  honour 
and  duty  of  an  Irish  representative.  U 
since  turned  out,  that  the  objection  en  that 
ground  was  removed,  and  the  less  one 
substituted,  of  extending  thisruinous  mea* 
sure  to  Ireland.  Hie  Report,  itself  had 
furnished  the  objections  to  that  substitution, 
and  he,  therefore,  was  not  a  little  surprised 
to  hear  the  chairman  of  the  committee* 
who  drew  up  that  Report,  propose  a  mea<» 
sure  against  which  it  so  conclusively  ar« 
gued.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to  state  to  the 
house^  that  he  had  alone  risen  in  behalf  of 
the  interests  of  that  country  with  which 
he  was  acquainted,  and  expressed  his  de* 
termination,  if  it  should  accede  to  the  mo* 
tion  for  going  into  a  committee,  to  move, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  which 
he  presumed  would  be  proposed^  to  leava 
out  the  words  '  United  Kingdom,'  and  sub- 
stitute, <  Great  Britain.' 

The  Ckemedhr  qftU  Exchequer  observed* 
that  gentlemen  had  alluded  to  a  compro* 
mise  :  he  was  not  aware  of  any  such  com* 
promise,  nOr  had  his  noble  friend,  as  far 
as  he  understood  him,  affirmed  that  any 
had  taken  place.  If  there  had  been  any 
compromise,  and  any  discredit  attached  to 
it,  the  hon.  general  had  certainly  shewn 
^lat  he  was  no  party  to  it,  and  that  none 
of  the  discredit  would  rest  vrith  him.  He 
understood  his  noble  friend  to  have  said, 
that  he  had  postponed  the  resolutions  on 
the  former  day,  from  an  idea,  arising  from 
the  nature  of  the  objections,  that  a  trial 
ought  to  be  made  whether  the  propositions 
might  not  be  so  framed  as  to  conciliate 
gentlemen  on  both  sides.  But,  he  cer* 
Uinly  had  n9  reoollection  thaft  his  noble 
friend  pretended  that  he  could  compromise 
the  matter,  nor  had  he  any  authority  to 
do  so.  The  hon.  general  had  charged  his 
noble  friend  with  having  left  the  distress 
of  the  sugar  planters  out  of  the  question* 
though  the  committee  had  been  expressly 
appointed  to  devise  a  plan  for  their  relief. 
He  did  not  think  that  his  noble  friend  had 
departed  from  the  character  or  ^irit  of  the 
Report,  for  the  measure  vras  there  recom- 
mended only  vrith  a  view  to  tha  diminish^ 
ed  supply  of  corn,  and  a  power  was  ac- 
cordingly recommended  to  be  vetted  in 
the  crown*  to  #top  the  suspension  when 
tiie  eoBtinuance  ^f  it  shrndd  M  inconfraai* 
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•nt  or  u^ofioQsto  the  a^cultural  mt§r9(Mai> 
•ad  not  desirable  with  a  view  to  prevent 
m  scarcity  of  food,  If  bii  noble  friei>d 
Ihen  felt  that  a  notion  pr^yailed,  that  his 
design  wsa  to  remunerate  the  sugar  plan* 
ters,  and  to  aacriiice  the  landed  to  the 
West  Indian  interest^  was  it  not  expedient 
that  the  thing  should  be  placed  on  its  true 
^oui»d ;  and  that  it  should  be  stated>  that^ 
indep^odant  of  the  West  Indian  interest, 
there  were  good  reasons  for  the  adoption 
of  such  a  measure  ?  That  was  his  view  oi 
the  subject,  and  the  view  of  his  noble 
friend,  who  had  kept  strictly  to  the  spirit 
of  the  Report.  The  hon»  general  was, 
however,  indignant  at  the  delay,  and  said, 
that  from  the  1st  of  July  to  the  1st  of  Oc- 
teher,  the  distilleries  would  be  stopped  at 
any  rate.  But  his  noble  friend  bete  again 
had  only  followed  the  spirit  of  the  com- 
mittee's recommendation ;  for  the  com- 
mittee had  proposed,  that  the  suspension 
thedd  commence  from  the  1st  of  July, 
and  continue  till  July  in  the  following 
yesr,  still  leaving  a  discretionary  power 
with  the  crown.  The  proposition  of  his 
noble  firiend,  that  the  distillation  from  su- 
gar should  commence  on  the  first  of  July, 
and  continue  till  Oct.  with  a  discretionary 
power  in  th%  crown  to  continue  it  rtill  fur- 
ther till  30  days  after  the  meeting  of  the 
iMXt  seasion  of  parliament,  was  in  substance 
exactly  oomspondent  to  the  Report. — 
[Qeneral  Gaacoyne  said  across  the  table, 
that  he  understood  that  sugar  was  not 
to  be  substituted  between  July  and  Oct 
^[cept  in  a  case  of  scarcity.]  Itiat,  in- 
deed, would  have  afforded  some  ground 
for  the  hoa.  eenerars  objection  ;  but  his 
noble  friend  nad  expressly  stated  that  su- 
gar was  to  be  substituted  ;  and  the  hon. 
general  might  recollect,  that  he  had  men- 
tioned his  intention  of  proposing  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  duty  on  sugar-wash,  in  order  to 
enable  the  distilleries  to  employ  suear 
with  advantage.  Another  reason  for  de- 
mriag  an  interval  was,  to  consider  how  the 
difficulty,  with  respect  to  Ireland,  could 
be  got  over.  The  hon.  gent  over  the 
way  (Mr.  Fitxgerald),  who  had  expressed 
himself  so  strcmj^ly  with  regard  to  a  re- 
oomm^kdation  ot  the  committee  which  he 
considered  as  an  attempt  to  violate  the 
act  of  Union,  was  hardly  reasonsible  in 
his  objection  to  a  compromise  by  which 
that  difficulty  was  done  away,  and  the  re- 
solution proposed  in  such  a  shape  as  made 
it  a  common  question  with  respect  to  both 
countries.  That  this  rendered  tiie  propo- 
sition snore  difficult  he  allbwed  ^  btttwhen 


both  countries  were  united*  and  the  trade 
in  grain  perfectly  free  between  themi  it 
appeared  that  there  was  no  step  that  could 
be  taken  to  save  the  grain  here  that  did 
not  equally  apply  to  Ireland.  When 
there  was  abundance  or  scarcity  in  one 
country^  it  would  be  equally  felt  in  the 
other.  If  the  prices  here  were  high,  they 
must  be  high  there,  and  vice  versa,  so 
that  the  same  measure  of  precaution  ought 
to  apply  to  both.  If  this  had  been  solely 
a  competition  of  interests,  there  was  no 
question  that  the  landed  interest  ought  to 
have  the  preference ;  but  when  another 
interest  might  be  pron^oted  without  preju« 
dice  to  the  landedf  interest*  surely;  the  pro- 
position could  not  be  rejected,  merely  bcf 
cause  a  measure,  expedient  in  itself,  might 
happen  tp  affi>rd  relief  to  the  sugar  plan- 
ters. He  agreed,  therefore,  that  the  ques-* 
tion  ought  not  to  be  arffued  op  the  ground 
of  relief  to  the  West  India  planters ;  al« 
though  that  was  not  to  be  thrown  out  of 
consideration  entirely.  He  then  put  it  to 
the  judgment  of  the  bouse,  whether  though 
fortunately  there  was  n^t  at  present  a 
scarcity,  yet  in  the  deficiency  of  the 
means  of  supply,  and  the  badness  of 
the  crop,  under  the  apprehension  of  e 
possible  scarcity,  with  the  foreign  ports 
shut  against  us,  it  was  |iot  wise  to  pro- 
vide beforehand  against  those  threatening 
appearances  ?  Those  who  put  the  ques* 
tion  on  the  general  principle,  xlid  not 
argue  fistirly,  for  the  present  was  dif- 
ferent from  ordinary  cases ;  and  hence 
the  hon.  baronet's  (sir  John  Sinclair)  ar-» 
guments,  though  they  might  apply  very 
much  to'  form^er  times,  did  not  at  all 
apply  to  (HIT.  present  situation.  We  had 
been  an  exporting,  we  were  now  an 
importing,  nation. — ^The  right  hon.  gent, 
then  adverted  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Young  and  others,  and  contended, 
that  the  matter  was  clearly  made  out, 
that  the  crop  was  deficient,  and  that  it 
was  expedient  to  adopt  some  such  measure 
as  the  present  He  oenied  that  the  hi^ 
price  •ould  possibly  resuH  from  the  agi- 
tation of  this  question.  The  eBka  of  that 
must  hav«  be«n  quite  of  a  contrary  de- 
scription. The  cause  was,  the  scarcity  ip 
Scotland,  and  the  indifferent  crops  in  other 
places.  It  would  be  improper  to  bring 
the  measure  into  operation  sooner  fhsm 
the  IH  of  July,  as  the  distillers  should 
haVe  time  to  dii^o^e  of  that  grain  which 
Uiey  had  in  such  a  state  that  it  could  be 
applied  to  no  other  purpose.  He  stated, 
that  the  crop  pf  potatoes  had  fiatiled  in  Ire- 
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land,  and  that  by  the  effect  of  this  propo- 
sition, the  people  there  would  haye  other 
food  cheaper.  The  measure  ought  always 
to  be  considered  as  a  temporary  one.  He 
admitted  that  it  was  his  duty  to  take  care 
of  the  revenue,  and  that  this  was  an  im- 
portant consideratioQ.  But  he  believed 
that  the  revenue  would  not  suffer  materi- 
ally, and  that  the  difficulty  of  the  collec- 
tion in  Ireland  might  be  got  over.  He 
hoped,  upon  the  whole,  that  those  gentle- 
men who  objected  to  the  quarter  from 
which  the  proposition  came  would  dismiss' 
from  their  minds,  in  considering  the  sub- 
ject, every  thing  except  its  real  merits. 
This  was  the  proper  view  of  it,  and  he 
hoped  that  no  strenuous  opposition  would 
be  persisted  in. 

Mr.  ToMonby  declared,  that  if  he  had 
not  read  the  Resolutions  proposed  by  the 
noble  lord,  he  should  have  voted  for  the 
motion  of  going  into  the  committee  ;  but 
the  reading  of  these  Resolutions  was  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  his  mind  as  to  the  propriety 
of  an  opposite  course.    The  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  had    taken   quite  diffe- 
rent routes  to  recommend  the  measure  of 
the  noble  lord.     One  had  pleaded  for  it  as 
necessary  to  relieve  the  West  India  mer- 
chants, while  another  contended  that  it 
was  called  for  in  order  to  guard  against 
scarcity.    To  show  that  the  latter  ground 
was  erroneous,  the  right  hon.  gent,  entered 
into  a  comparative  statement  of  the  prices 
of  com,  at  various  periods,  particularly  in 
Ireland  ;  and  quqted  several  passages  from 
the  evidence  taken  before  the  committee, 
to  prove  that  this  ground  was  quite  un- 
tenable.     As  to  the  relief  of  the  West 
India  merchants,  he  was  as  anxious  for  it 
as  any  man,  but  to  the  mode  now  proposed 
he  strongly  objected,  and,  in  particular, 
because  he  did  not  think  this  mode  could 
be  effective.      He  would  rather  recom- 
mend some  permanent  relief  for  this  de- 
serving class  of  men,  by  reducing,  for 
instance,  the  revenue  to  which  they  were 
subject.    The  West  India  merchants  he 
thought  peculiarly  entitled  to  considera- 
tion ;  because,  while  they  were  subject  to 
all  the  additional  contributions  consequent 
upon  the  war,  they  were  not  liable  to 
profit  by  its  results.    For  if,  through  our 
success,  any  colonies  should  be  captured, 
the  West  India  merchants  were  likely  to 
suffer  by  the  competition  which  they  must 
experience    from    the  produce  of^  such 
colonies ;  and  if  defeated,  those  merchants 
voukl,  in  consequence,  be  excluded  from 
aa  additional  market.    Thu8>  in  the  event 


of  our  success  or  defeat,  the  West  India 
merchants  were  almost  equally  liable 
to  suffer.  Of  course,  they  had  strong 
claims  upon  the  country.  But  the  present 
was  not  the  mode  of  relieving  that  class  of 
men.  In  fact,  while  it  would  administer 
ineBfectual  relief  to  them,  it  would  offend 
the  landed  interest.  Thus  nfinisters,  who 
proposed  it,  would  experience  the  fate 
generally  attendant  upon  half-measure 
politicians,  namely,  that  of  neither  plea« 
sing  nor  serving  any  body. 

Sir  A,  WellesUy  asserted,  that  the  people 
of  Ireland,  and  especially  in  the  north, 
were  very  mueh  distressed  for  provisions, 
which  distress  would,  he  maintained,  ren* 
der  a  measure  of  this  nature  necessary, 
whatever  might  be  the  state  of  the  West 
Indian  merchants. 

Colonel  Montgomery  stated,  that  the 
scarcity  of  the  potatoe  crops  in  that  part 
of  Ireland  with  which  he  was  acquainted, 
had  been  such  last  year  as  to  alferd 
scarcely  enough  to  spare  for  the  ordinary 
cultivation  or  seed.  The  consequence 
therefore  was,  to  produce  a  proportionable 
scarcity  of  com,  which  he  thought  the 
measure  under  consideration  calculated  to 
alleviate,  if  not  to  remedy. 

Sir  John  Newport  was  surprised  at  the 
statement,  that  the  north  of  Ireland  had  re- 
cently experienced  any  material  want  of 
provisions,  as  the  price  of  com  had  not 
been  for  several  months  at  all  fluctuating 
at  one  of  the  greatest  ports  for  the  export 
of  that  article  in  Ireland,  he  meant  Water* 
ford.    If  any  scarci^  existed  in  the  north, 
he  naturally  concluded  that  such  scarcity 
would  have  affected  the  price  of  com  at 
Waterford.    The  right  hon.  baronet  gene- 
rally deprecated  the  interposition  of  the 
legislature  upon  subjects  of  this  nature. 
He  thought  such  interposition,  in  almost 
every  instance,  extremely  noxious.    In- 
deed, experience  had  proved  that  nothing 
but  imperious  necessity  could  excuse  it. 
To  such  interposition  Ke  believed  it  was 
owing  that  this  country  was  not  able  to 
grow  sufficient  food  for  its  population,  as 
it  form^erly  did.    From  the  enactment  of 
Mr.  ParaelFs  act  to  the  present  time,  the 
interposition  he  deprecated  was  found  in* 
jurious.    Aa  to  the  rise  which  had  recently 
taken  place  in  the  prices  of  sugar  and 
com,  it  appeared  to  him  to  proceed  from 
the  speculations  likely  to  arise  out  of  the 
existence  of  a  committee  upon  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  C.  EUis  contended,  that  Uie  fears  of 
the  landed  interest  were  without  foand4- 
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tioo>  and  that  it  was  pot  necessary  to  prove 
a  scarcity,  as^ something  was  indispensible 
as  a  measure  of  precaution.  Some  relief 
was  absolutely  necessary^  and  if  gentle- 
men would  not  accede  to  this,  he  should 
be  happy  to  receive  from  them  the 
boon  of  a  fair  competition  in  the  market, 
rums  against  British  spirits,  and  sugars 
against  corn.  If  from  the  opposition  given 
to  the  present  measure,  it  should  be  de- 
feated>  and  a  scarcity  be  the  consequence, 
he  would  ask,  what  excuse  gentlemen  op- 
posite could  make  to  a  starving  people  tor 
having  resisted  a  plan,  which,  if  it  did 
not,  as  they  contended,  go  the  length  of 
giving  relief  to  the  planter,  could  not  be 
shewn  to  be  in  any  way  disadvantageous 
to  the  landed  interests  of  the  country  ? 

Admiral  Harvey  considered  that  grain 
being  at  too  low  a  price,  was  to  be  Jooked 
upon  as  a  serious  evil,  as  well  as  its  being 
exorbitantly  advanced.  If  he  saw  that 
there  was  any  probability,  of  a  dearth,  or 
scarcity,  he  should  then  most  cheerfully 
▼ote  for  any  measure  that  was  calculated 
to  economise  the  article,  and  lower  its 
price.  As  the  case  now  stood,  he  could 
by  no  means  think  of  voting  for  the  pro- 
position then  before  the  house,  it  being 
in  his  judgment  calculated  in  a  great  de- 
gree to  ruin  the  farmer  for  the  sake  of 
affording  some  partial  relief  to  the  West 
India  planters  and  merchants. 

Mr.  Foster  stated,  in  the  most  unequi- 
vocal terms,  that  he  meant  to  vote  in  oppo- 
sition to  his  colleagues.  His  reasons  were 
these  ;  in  the  first  place,  he  thought  it  to 
be  contrary  to  all  acknowledged  maxims 
of  agriculture  to  say,  that  we  should  pre- 
vent the  use  of  grain  in  one  of  its  regular 
channels,  merely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
West  India  colonies;  and  in  the  second 
place,  if  there  were  any  ground  for  such 
a  prohibition,  it  ought  to  be  shewn,  that 
the  necessity  of  adopting  such  a  measure 
arose  from  the  dearth  or  scarcity,  of  grai^n, 
or  some  just  cause  for  the  apprehension 
that  such  a  case  was  likely  to  happen. 
The  corn  of  the  country  was,  by  the  wisest 
and  paost  experienced  politicians,  left  in 

general  to  find  it9  own  level  in  the  market, 
y  the  usual  means  of  competition  among 
the  dealers.  When  there  was  a  bad  har« 
vest,  the  price  of  grain  advanced  much 
higher  than  usual ;  there  were  always  per- 
sons ready  to  import  from  foreign  mar- 
kets, and  thus  keep  down  the  price  whilst 
they  promoted  their  own  interests.  But  it 
j)ever  could  be  the  interests  of  any  state  to 
be  regardless  of  th«  intercuts  of  tb^  ^iner# 


and  not  to  leave  him  some  opening  to  dis* 
pose  of  the  surplus  of  his  crop.  These 
opportunities  were,  first,  in  the  sale  to  the 
breweries  and  distilleries ;  and  secondly, 
by  exportation.  He  believed  that  this 
was  the  first  time  in  the  English  history, 
except  in  a  time  of  scarcity,  or  the  appre« 
hension  of  such  an  event,  that  ever  the 
legislature  attempted  thus  to  tamper  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  nation. 
Besides  that,  he  could  not  believe  that  it 
was  capable  of  a£R>rdinff  any  substantial 
relief  to  the  West  India  merchants  or 
planters ;  and  if  the  house  once  adopted 
such  a  measure,  and  left  such  a  precedent 
on  their  journals,  it  was  impossible  to  say 
to  what  extenc  the  mischief  might  be  car- 
ried hereafter.  Gentlemen  might  say 
what  they  pleased  in  that  house  upon  the 
subject,  but  their  words  would  have  no  ef- 
fect upon  the  country  at  large ;  and  the 
preceaent  would  appear  upon  their  jour- 
nals without  their  ar^iments  in  support  of 
the  measure,  so  that  hereafter  it  might  be 
made  use  of,  on  lighter  grounds  even  than 
those  on  which  the  present  proposition 
stood.  Agriculture  was  a  business  that  re-> 
ouired  most  extraordinary  steadiness,  more 
than  almost  any  other  pursuit  that  man- 
kind were  engaged  in ;  and  if  the  farmers 
were  lefl  without  four  years  steadiness  in 
the  law  that  was  to  govern  them,  there 
would  be  no  market,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, for  a  redundant  crop,  and  no  resource 
in  time  of  scarcity.  In  Ireland  there  was 
no  steadiness  in  the  law  upon  this  head 
until  the  year  1784.  The  law  was  at  that 
time  fixed ;  and  almost  ever  since  they 
have  been  able  to  send  considerable  sup- 
plies of  ^rain  armually  to  England.  Jji 
every  pomt  of  view  that  he  could  look 
upon  the  present  subject,  it  left  so  strong 
an  impression  of  its  impolicy  on  his  mind, 
that  he  felt  himself  bound  to  vote  against 
the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  Windhani  declared  that  the  princi- 
ples laid  down  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  who 
had  just  sat  down,  and  by  his  right  hon^ 
friend  (Mr.Ponsonby},  need  only  be  heard, 
to  carry  conviction  to  the  mind  of  any  dis- 
passionate.  man.  The  committee,  how- 
ever, had  been  instructed  to  consider  of 
the  best  means  of  affording  relief  to  the 
West  India  planters,  and  to  consider  of 
that  only,  as  it  was  i^^agined  at  least ;  but 
all  on  a  sudden*  and  most  conveniently  for 
t^  wishes  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  (all  but  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer for  Ireland),  the  idea  of  a  scarcity  ia 
tb«  poimtry  darted  upon  their  mindj  sgffnf^ 
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thing  like  Bayci^'s  army  in  disguise,  tnd 
gare  a  new  turn  to  their  proceedings. 
Really  whilst  there  was  such  yacillation  of 
opinion,  sach  unsteadiness  among  their 
coancils,  there  was  little  or  no  hope  hfi 
for  confidence  in  future.  And,  in  fact,  if 
there  was  any  thing  like  a  scarcity  in  the 
country,  the  very  words  of  ministers  that 
night  were  calculated  to  spread  the  alarm 
aiid  add  to  the  necessity. 

Sir  C.  Bwrrell  declared  his  sincere  con- 
viction of  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the 
measure  which  was  then  before  the  house. 

Lord  Cattkreagk  strenuously  supported 
the  motion.  As  an  argument  m  its  favour, 
he  asserted  that  the  price  of  grain  was  at 
present  higher  than  in  the  scarcity  of 
1795,  and  as  high  as  in  the  scarcity  of 
1 800,  when  the  distilleries  W^re  prohibited. 
Added  to  this,  we  had  not  at  present  any 
prospect  of  a  foreign  import ;  so  thaft  any 
means  that  tended  to  husband  our  pre- 
sent sources  of  supply  it  was  adviseable  to 
adopt. 

Mr.  Joc/bi  Smiih  supported  the  measure. 
The  greatest  powible  calamity  that  could 
befal  any  country  was  a  scarcity  of  com. 
It  must  be  considered,  that  for  the  last  IS 
years  a  very  large  importation  of  that  ar- 
ticle had  taken  place,  and  we  ought  to  pro- 
vide for  the  consequences  that  might  arise 
from  our  being  deprived  of  all  foreign 
sources.  There  were  already  a  great  num- 
ber of  persons  deprived  of  employ,  so 
that  we  had  need  to  guard  against  the  ad- 
ditional calamity  of  scarcity.  He  knew 
of  one  instance,  within  these  last  six  weeks, 
where  no  less  than  1000  persons  had  been 
thrown  <nii  of  wmk  from  one  manufactory 
alone.  He  really  believed  too  that  the 
West  India  planters  wefe  a  most  injured 
aet  of  people,  and  that  some  measure  was 
necessary  for  their  relief.  The  effect  of 
this  present  measure  vj'ould  be  to  relieve 
both  of  these  descriptions  of  individuals, 
and  be  attended  with  generally  beneficial 
consequences. 

Sir  H,  Mildmmf  spoke  against  the  mea- 
sure, and  stated  the  average  of  the  price 
nf  corn  fbt-  several  years,  in  order  to  shew 
that  the  supporters  of  it  were  not  justified 
in  using  such  arguments  in  fervour  6f  their 
measure,  from  the  state  of  these  prices. 
if,  however,  the  house  proceeded  into  a 
totnmittee,  he  should  then  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  proposing  SOffle  alteration  in  re- 
jpsrd  to  the  period.  « 

Mr.  G.  HMert  said  this  measure  W:a8  ex- 
pressly recoramtended  by  the  committee, 
^ft«r  an  ihquiry  iMo  the  aame  subject  ,had 


ti^en  place  in  1807,  and  therefore  it  was 
impassible  thc^  they  could  have  recom* 
mended  one  so  totally  difi^rent  from  the 
former  recommendation,  had  they  not  aeea 
that  the  circumstances  of  the  times  made 
that  alteration  absolutely  necessary.  Those 
circumstances  were  the  changes  that  had 
taken  place  in  the  foreign  retatiooa  of  the 
country,  which  now  deprived  «s  of  a  sup* 
ply  ^  grain.  If  we  did  not  want  that  sup^  • 
ply  fbraierly,  why  did  we  take  it  ?  If  we 
did  want  it,  was  it  possible  that  any  minis- 
try could  be  justified  in  sitting  calmly, 
and  viewing  with  composure,  the  «onse« 
quences  likely  to  arise  from  the  country 
being  deprived  of  that  supply  in  future. 
He  could  assure  the  house  that  there  was 
no  joking  with  the  belly.  Our  enemy  had 
aimed  two  blows  against  us,  in  depriving 
us  of  the  markets  lot  procuring  suppliea 
of  grain,  and  of  a  market  for  our  sugars. 
He  should  take  a  future  opportunity  ot  de^^ 
livering  his  sentiments  at  length  upon  the 
subject. 

Mr.  W,  Smith.i9L\Af  he  had  sat  upon  the 
committee  for  two  months,  and  could  not 
help  e5cpressing  his  surprise  that  the  noble 
lord  had  brought  forward  such  a  measure. 
But  unquestionably,  this  was  not  a  measure 
of  the  committee  which  was  instituted  for 
the  purpose  of  proposing  rehef  to  the  West 
India  planters,  as  they  indeed  seemed  t« 
be  left  entirely  out  of  the  qaestion.  His 
objection  to  the  measure  was,  that,  as  to 
the  West  Indies,  it  was  futile,  and  as  to 
scarcity  it  was  worse  than  nothing.  Our 
impoitation  of  corn  had  been  hitherto 
more  than  700,000  quarters,  but  he  argued 
that  no  scarcity  was  to  be  apprehended. 
He  Should  like  to  know  what  etfect  this 
measure  was  likely  to  have  before  the 
next  harvest.  It  was  only  tellmg  the  dis- 
tillers that  they  must  stop  distilling  from 
grain  upon  the  1st  of  July,  the  very  time 
about  vi^hich  they  would  have  done  so, 
without  any  restraint  whatever.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  measure  would  be,  to  pro^ 
duce  scarcity  instead  bf  preventing  it,  as 
the  distillers  would  use  moregmin  between 
this  time  and  the  1st  of  July,  than  they 
otherwise  would  hav^  done. 

After  a  short  reply  from  lord  Binning, 
the  house  divided. 

Ayes '.•---    \^ 

Noes 108 

Majority  for  going  into  a  Committee  — 1 4. 

The  house  then  went  into  a  committee, 
prof(ynm,vs\^  the  chairman  obtained  )eav% 
to  titagain.-^Adjoumed  atfour  o'clock  otv 
-Friday  moivnng. 
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Friday,  May  20. 
[Sootcs  Tbihds.}  Th«  houte  proceeded 
to  give  judgment  in  the  Appeal,  the  earl 
of  Wemyas  t.  Macqueen.  This  case  was 
of  great  importance  lo  the  clergy  of  Scot- 
land, as  it  inTobred  a  question>  Whether 
the  Stipend  of  a  minister,  having  been 
once  augmented  since  the  year  1707,  can 
legally  receive  a  second  augmentation. 
The  Court  of  Session  had  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Earl  of  LaudtrdaU*  rose  and  spoke 
as  follows  : — Mj  Lords ;  This  is  a  case 
which  comes  bemre  your  lordships'  house 
by  appeal  frpm  the  ^ourt  of  Session  :  the 
appellant  is  the  earl  of  Wemyss,  who  ap- 
pears in'the  character  of  an  heritor  of  the 
parish  of  Prestonkirk,  tliough  in  reality  he 
represents  the  landed  interest  of  Scotland, 
for  in  the  course  of  ike  argument  this  had 
been  stated  from  the  bar  to  be  their  cause. 
«— The  Respondent  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mac- 
queen,  the  minister  of  that  parish,  who 
avowedly  mfaimanns  what  in  trie  pleadings 
before  you  has  been  held  forth  as  the 
cause  of , the  church  df  Sbotland.— ^On  the 
&cts  which  have  gifven  rise  to  this  case 
there   is  no  dispute  ;    both   parties  are 
agreed,  that  the  stipend  had  been  first 
modified  and  augmented  in  the  year  1678, 
and  that  a  second  augmentation  had  been 
granted  in  the  year   1793. — It  is  under 
these  circumstances,  that  the  clergyman 
of  this  parish,  in  the  month  of  Nov.  1 806, 
raised  a  process  fur  a  further  augmentation. 
Soon  after  the  cause  came  into  court,  it 
appears,  that  the  appellant  in  this  case 
gave  notice,  that  he  was  determined  to 
dispute  the  competency  of  the  court  under 
the  act  of  parliament  from  which  it  de- 
rived its  authority,  to  grant  ao^mentatiotte 
in  c£Ms  which  had  been  previously  aug- 
mented and  modified:  and  it  seems  to 
have  been  agreed  on  both  sides  to  consider 
this  pm^ely  as  a  question  on  the  powers  of 
the  courts  without  relation  to  any  of  the 
circumstances  that  might  ultimatel^r  regu- 
late the  decision  on  the  particular  case. 
Accordingly,  it  was  so  argued  on  the  9th 
of  Dec.  1807,  when  the  parties  were  or- 
dered by  the  Court  to  give  in  memorials. 
On  advising  these  memorials,  the  court 
pronounced  an  interlocutor  to  the  foUow- 
mg  effect :  **  The  lords  commissioners  hav- 
ing heard  counsel  for  the  parties,  and  ad- 
vised the  memorialsi  find  that  this  Court 

*  From  the  original  edition,  printed  for 
X  Ridgwav,  Piccadilly,  1808. 


haying  been  establisfaed  by  an  act  \xx  th^ 
year  1707,  as  a  permanent  court  of  com- 
mission, in  place  of  the  former  temporary 
commissions  for  the  purpose,  inter  alia> 
of  modifying  and  augmenting  the  stipend 
of  parochial  ministers,  out  of  the  teinds, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  court,  and  within  it* 
powers,  as  recognized  by  the  house  of 
iords^  in  two  decided  cases  in  the   years 
1784  and  1789,  and  by  the  uniform  prac- 
tice of  the  Court  acquiesced  in  by  all  pari- 
ties, in  a  great  variety  of  instances,  ever 
since  the  last-mentioned  period,  to  receive 
such  applications,  when  made  in  the  regu- 
lar forms,  and  determine  upon  them  ac- 
cording to  the  state  of  matters  at  the  time, 
and  the,  merits  of  each  particular  case, 
iM>twithstanding  a  former    augmentatioh 
since  the  institution  of  the  court ;    and 
therefore  that  the  present  case  must  be 
allowed  to  proceed  as  usuaL^'-r^t  is  th6 
justice  and  propriety  of  this  interlocutoir 
on  which  your  Idps  are  now  called  to  pro^ 
mnmce  judgment :  and  those  of  your  lord*> 
ships  who  fa^e  attended  the  cause  must  be 
fully  sensible  that  you  have  had  on  this 
occasion  every  advantage  which  could  be 
derived  from  the  learning  and  in^enuit^ 
of  the  bar  :  the  pleadings  on  botn  side^ 
haVe  been  conducted  in  a  ihanner  tfasft 
must  have  convinced  you  that  the  labour 
bestowed  in  preparing,  and  the  talent  di^ 
played  in  enforcing  the  arffuments^  left 
nothing  mone  to  be  said  on  this  important 

Question* — In  the  pleadings  of  the  counset, 
le  subject  has  been  considered  in   two 
points  of  view  :    Firsts  what  are  ike  pow* 
ers  given  by  the  act  1707>  to  the  court  of 
session,  aoting  as  oomfmissioners  for  plan^ 
tation  of  kirks  and  valuation  of  teind«ll 
Secondly,  hoW  far  your  Idps*  house,  by 
your  decisions,  and  the  court  bek>w>  by  itb 
practice,  has  not  precluded  you  fromnow 
considering  the  jurisdiction  the  law  gave, 
and  established  the  proposition  that  the 
court  of  session,  acting  as  commissioners 
of  teinds,  have  a  power  vested  in  them  to 
augment  at  their  discretibn  the  livings  of 
the  clergy,  till  the  whole  tithe  is  appro- 
priated to  the  ohurch.    The  court  of  ses- 
sion vtrai  first  authorized  to  judge  on  the 
'  subject  of  augmentation  of  ministers^  sus- 
pends, and  oSier  matters  relative  to  tithe, 
by  the  9th  act  of  queen  Anne,  1 707.     It  is 
the  only  act  of  the  legislature  from  which 
that  court  derives  any  power  whatever  oh 
this  subject ;  and  the  question  concerning 
its  jurisdiction,  if  now  open  to  discussion, 
must  depend  upon  a  fair  construction  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act.    The  act,  however, 
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does  not  in  terms  enact  the  powers  which 
it  confers,  but  refers  for  an  accurate  de- 
scription and  definition  of  them  to  the 
l^th  act  of  parliament  1633,  the  23d  and 
30th  acts  of  the  parliament  1690,  and  the 
24th  act  ^-the  parliament  1693.— The 
question  concerning  the  powers  of  the 
court  as  defined  by  these  acts,  has  been 
considered  at  the  bar  in  two  different  points 
of  view- — ^First,  it  has  been  contended  by 
the  appellant,  that  after  a  church  was 
once  modified  and  augmented,  provided 
the  stipend  assigned  was  not  below  the 
minimum  as  fixed  by  law,  the  court  could 
not  re-augment,  without  encroaching  on 
the  sacred  rights  of  property.  On  the 
other  hand,  by  the  respondent,  it  has  been 
argued,  that  the  clergy,  from  the  refor- 
mation downwards,  never  gave  up  their 
claim  to  an  adequate  maintenance  out  of 
the  tithe,  and  that  the  court,  without  any 
invasion  of  the  right  of  property,  had  a 
right  to  assign  such  maintenance,  and 
occasionally  to  augment  it,  as  the  circum- 
stances of  die  times  authorized. — Secondly, 
it  has  been  stated  on  the  part  of  the  appel- 
lant, that  the  act  1707,  and  the  acts  it 
referred  to,  in  their  enactments,  only  meant 
to  confer  the  right  of  granting  on^  aug- 
mentation of  stipend,  which  was  to  endure 
in  perpetuity,  and  that  many  concomitant 
circumstances  clearly  pointed  out  this  to 
be  the  true  construction  of  the  law.  On  the 
other  hand,  this  construction  has  been  con- 
tested by  the  respondent,  and  arguments 
have  ,  been  brought  from  other  acts  of 
parliament  to  induce  your  Idps  to  conclude^ 
that  the  act  1633,  on  which  thii  question 
mainly  relies,  never  intended  to  circum- 
scribe the  powers  of  the  commission  it  ap- 
pointed to  the  granting  of  a  single  aug- 
mentation, but  that  it  clearly  conferred 
the  right  of  reviewing  its  own  decisions. 
— In  the  conduct  of  the  argument,  much 
learning  has  been  displayed,  on  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  tithe  in  ancient  times 
in  Scotland.  The  act  (567,  which  granted 
a  third  of  all  benefices  to  the  church,  and 
the  circumstances  that  the  various  grants 
of  tithes  to  the  lords  of  erection,  were  uni- 
formly burdened  with  the  condition  of 
maintaining  the  clergy,  had  been  relied 
on  as  proofs  that  the'  clergy,  at  no  time, 
even  after  the  reformation,  were  depriv- 
ed of  that  right  to  tithe  for  which  the 
church  has  uniformly  contended.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  has  been  said,  that  this 
right  was  abandoned  by  the  protestant 
clergy:  the  authority  of  John  Knox  has 
been  cited.    The  power  of  the  titulars. 


and  the  circumstance  that  the  parochial 
clergy  had  only  the  benefices  of  value 
under  300  merks  conferred  on  them  by 
the  legislature,  have  been  urged  as  prov- 
ing, that,  after  the  reformation,  the  divine 
right  to  tithe  had  been  abandoned. — ^As 
bearing  on  the  present  case,  all  these  con- 
siderations appear  immaterial  :  whatever 
might  be  the  rights  of  the  parochial  clergy, 
it  is  perfectly -clear,  that,  antecedent  to 
the  year  1617,  they  had  been  reduced  to 
extreme  poverty.  For  in  that  year  an  act 
of  parliament  passed,  which  describes 
the  state  of  the  church  in  terms  not  equi- 
vocal ;  the  preamble  states  :  '  Consider- 
'  ing  that  there  be  divers  kirkes  within 
'  this  kingdome  not  planted  with  minis- 
'  ters,  wherethrough  ignorance  and  athe- 
'  ism  abounds  amongst  the  people;  and 
'  that  many  of  those  that  are  planted,  have 
'  no  sufficient  provision  or  maintenance  ap- 
'  pointed  to  them,  whereby  the  ministry  are 
'  keept  in  poverty  and  contempt.'  Though 
this  act  of  parliament  is  not  referred  to  ni 
the  act  1707,  out  of  which  this  question 
arises,  it  has  been  dwelt  upon  in  argument 
by  both  parties,  as  being  the  first  act  ap- 
pointing a  commission,  intrusted  with  the 
charge  of  providing  for  the  parochial 
clergy  out  of  the  tithes  of  the  church. — 
In  the  present  case,  for  the  better  under- 
standing of  the  act  1633,  it  appears  to  me 
only  necessary  to  state,  that  it  provided 
that  500  merks  of  money,  or  five  chalders 
of  victual,  should  be  the  minimum  ;  that 
1000  merks  of  money,  or  10  chalders  of 
victual,  should  be  the  maximum,  given  as 
stipend  to  the  clergy  ;  and  that  after  such 
a  provision  was  made,  the  holder  of  the 
tithes  should  be  quieted  in  his  possession 
for  ever. — It  is  proper  also  to  remind  your 
ldps,that  another  commission  was  appoitited 
in  the  year  1621,  similar  in  principle  and 
effect  to  that  established  inthe  year  1617.--^ 
It  is  material  also,  here  to  observe,  what 
indeed  was  admitted  at  the  bar,  tlutt  the 
stipends  given  to  the  clergy,  under  the 
provisions  of  these  acts,  were  to  be  paid 
eitlier  oat  of  the  tithes  held  by  the  bishops> 
or  the  tithes  held  by  titulars  ;  for  the  par- 
sonage tithes  were  already  the  property  of 
the  church ;  and  the  lands  held '  cum  deci- 
mis  inclusis,'  never  were  subjected  to  any 
provision  for  the  maintenance  of  the  cler- 
gy,— ^Xhat  such  were  the  circumstances 
when  the  general  arrangement  of  Cliarles  1, 
concerning  the  benefices  of  the  clergy 
and  the  situation  of  the  tithe  was  carried 
into  execution  by  the  acts  of  parliament 
which  passed  in  1633,  is  admitted  by  both 
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parties  at  your  bar.    And  as  this  case  ap- 
pears to  me  very  much  to  depend  upon  the 
true  and  sound  interpretation  of  one  of 
these  acts,  viz.  chap.  19,  it  is  necessary 
shortly  to  allude  to  the  public  feeling  on 
the  subject  of  tithe  at  the  time  in  which 
it  was  passed. — King  Charles  1,  soon  after 
coming  to  the  throne,  evidently  appears 
to  have  wished  that  some  general  arrange- 
ment should  be  made  on  this  subject     It 
seems  to  have  been  his  intention,  if  pos- 
sible, to  settle  the  disputes  existing  about 
tithes,  in  a  manner  advantageous  to  all 
parties  ;  submissions  were  entered  into  in 
the  most  formal  manner,  and  the  result  of 
the  award,  carried  into  execution  by  the 
acts  passed  in  1633,  was  an  arrangement 
apparently  beneficial  to  all  who  were  con- 
cerned.— The  crown  got  a  right  of  pur- 
chasing the  superiority  from  the  titular, 
at  the  rate  of  ten  years  purchase,  and  an 
annuity  of  six  per  cent,  out  of  the  tithe. — 
The  titular  was  quieted  in  the  possession 
of  his  property,  which  had  been  disputed 
by  the  crown. — ^The  landholder  got  rid  of 
the  grievance  of  drawmg  the  tithe  in  kind, 
his  tithe  was  to  be  valued^  and  he  was  only 
to  be  assessed  in  perpetuity  in  a  fifth  part 
of  the  then  value  of  the  lands  ;  he  ob- 
tained, also,  a  right,  if  he  chose  it,  to  pur- 
chase h.    tithe  so  valued,  at  the  rate  of 
nine  years  purchase. — ^The  clergy  were  on 
their  part  benefited  by  the  minimum  be- 
ing advanced  from  500  to  800  merks,  and 
the  commission  appointed  were  no  longer 
restrained  in  relation  to  the  maximum  of 
what  was  to  be  given  as  a  proper  stipend 
for  the  minister. — In  considering  the  act 
of  parliament  which  passed  in  the  year 
1633,  the  words  of  the  act,  as  well  as  the 
history  of  the  times,  have, been  relied  upon 
as  proving,  that  it  meant  to  enact,  and  did 
actually   enact,  a  final  settlement  of  all 
claims  concerning  the  tithes ;  and   there 
can  be  little  doubt,  that  words  stronger  or 
inore  appropriate  to  produce  this  impres- 
sion could  hardly  have  been  selected. — 
The  preamble  recites  what  had  been  the 
king^s  object  from  the  commencement  of 
his  reign,  and  describes  the  enactments  to 
be,  '  for  the  finishing  and  full  perfection 
^  of  the  glorious  work  anent  the  teinds  and 
*  maintenance  of  ministers' — an  accurate 
description  of  the  law,  if  it  was  meant  to 
settle  once  for  all  the  state  in  which  the 
parties  were  permanently  to  stand ;  but  a 
very  false  representation  of  it,  if  it  meant 
only  to  provide  for  the  sale  to  the  land- 
holder of  that,  which  it  was  to  be  under- 
«tpod  the  parochial  clergy  had  a  right  to 


claim,  the  moment  the  purchase  was  ef- 
fected.— ^This  act  ordains  the  tithes  to  be 
valued,  and   gives  to  the  commissioners 
power,  after  the  valuation,  to  appoint  a 
constant  local  stipend  for  ministers :  the 
term  constant  has  been  dwelt  upon  by  the 
respondent  in  this  cause :  much  reliance 
has  been  placed  on  the  circumstance,  that 
perpetual  is  dropt,  which  was  used  in  the 
former  acts,  and  that  the  word  constant  is 
here  resorted  to  :    between  these  a  distinc- 
tion has  been  made ;  perpetual  is  said  to 
be  properly  used  in  relation  to  lime  ;  con- 
stant, as  applicable  to  regular  payment : 
but  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  that  there 
is  any  real  distinction  betu'ixt  the  meaning 
of  these  words,  as  used  by  the  legislature: 
and  if  the  act  itself  is  examined,  it  is  clear 
that  the  word  constant  was  not  used  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  regular  pay- 
ment of  the  stipend,  as  that  is  afterwards' 
especially  provided   for  in  a  subsequent 
clause  of  the  act,  when  the  commissioners 
are  directed  to  '  set  down  the  security  in 
'  favour  of  the  ministers,  so  far  as  concerns 
'  the  maintenance  assigned  to  them,  for 
'  good,  thankful,  and  timeous.  payment  of 
'  the  rate  of  teind.' — ^The  price  lor  which 
the  tithe  was  to  be  sold  by  the  titular  to 
the  landholder,  subsequent  to  the  clergy- 
man's provision,  has  been  relied  on  by 
both   parties  :  by  the  respondent  it  has 
been  said,  that  nine  years  purchase  was  a 
very  inferior  price  :  he  has  argued,  that 
it  is  so  stated  by  Mr.  Erskine,  who  says, 
'  that  the  tithes  were  sold  at  that  inferior 
'  price  from  the  circumstances  of  their  be- 
'  ing  subject  to  future  augmentations.' — 
Py  the  appellant  it  has  been  contended 
that  the  price  was  adequate,  that  the  in- 
terest of  money  was  at  that  period  at  ten 
per  cent,  which  was  evidently  the  case  as 
appears  from  the  act  1633  providing  that 
the  lender  of  money  should  receive  only 
eight  per  cent,  and  that  the  remaining  two 
should  go  to  the  crown  :  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Laing  has  also  been  relied  ou :  his 
history  has  been  quoted  in  opposition  to 
Mr.  Erskine,  and  the  parties  have  canvas- 
sed whether  a  lawyer  or  an  historian  was 
best  authority  for  the  market  rate  of  in- 
terest in  remote  times.     It  is  to  be  ob- 
served,   however,    that    the    interest    of 
money  is  stated  to  have  been  at  ten  per 
cent,  at  this  pejiod,  by  the  clergy  them- 
selves, in  the  answer  drawn  up  by  the 
committee  of  the  general  assembly,  to  the 
third  and  fourth  reasons  of  dissent  in  the 
year  1750.— Independent  of  these,  how- 
ever^ there    are  various    circumstances. 
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which  make  me  incline  to  the  opinion 
that  nine  years  purchase  was  deemed  an 
adequate  and  full  price  for  the  tithe. — ^The 
superiorities  sold  to  the  crown  under  the 
same  acts  of  parliament  w^e  valued  at 
ten  years  purchase,  which,  like  the  tithe, 
conveyed  an  unimprovable  annuity,  Mrith 
the  sole  distinction,  that  the  feudal  service, 
certainly  worth  one  year's  purchase,  went 
along  with  it. — ^This  alone  is  strong  evi- 
dence, that  nine  years  purchase  was,  at 
that  period  of  time,  deemed  a  fair  price 
for  a  quit-rent ;  and  on  the  authority  of 
the  king's  declaration,  it  appears  that  this 
was  the  light  in  which  it  was  considered. — 
But  it  is  not  only  upon  the  words  and  pro- 
visions of  the  act  1633,  ^nd  upon  the  con- 
temporaneous exposition  of  it,  derived 
from  such  authority,  that  I  am  disposed  to 
ground  the  opinion,  that  that  act  meant  to 
give  to  the  landholder  a  right  to  his  tithe, 
unburdened  with  any  obligation  for  in- 
creased allowance  to  the  clergyman. — 
Circumstances  at  no  very  remote  period 
from  the  passing  of  the  act,  as  well  as  sub- 
sequent enactments  of  the  legislature,  ap- 
pear to  me  to  prove,  that  this  was  under- 
stood to  be  the  real  meaning  of  the  act, 
beyond  a  possibility  of  doubt. — As,  the 
conmiission  constituted  under  the  act  1633, 
was  to  endure  during  his  majesty's  plea- 
sure, in  the  year  1636-7,  a  selection  of 
persons  from  the  nobility  and  clergy  were 
appointed  by  his  majesty  to  report  whe- 
ther this  commission  should  be  allowed  to 
^  continue,  or  whether  it  was  then  fit  to  put 
an  end  to  it. — ^This  report  having  been 
framed  by  the  ecclesiastics,  was  agreed  to, 
with  some  exceptions,  by  the  lay  lords  : 
in  the  narrative  it  recites, '  that  the  clergy 
'  had  from  the  first  objected,  that  the  tithes 

*  being  the  proper  patrimony  of  the  church, 
'  and  reserved  particularly  in  the  Act  of 

*  annexation,  should  be  here tably  disponed 
«  and  sold  to  the  heritor.*  Now  it  is  im- 
possible to  conceive  that  the  clergy  should 
nave  this  feeling  if  the  tithes  subsequent 
to  sale,  had  been,  as  the  respondent  con- 
tends, equally  liable  to  future  augmenta- 
tions as  before  the  sale. — ^The  act  1633 
must  have  made  on  their  minds  a  very 
difiei^ent  impression :  they  knew  that  both 
by  the  act  1617,  and  the  act  1621,  in  ex- 
press terms  the  tithe  was  discharged  firom 
all  fiirther  claims,  after  payment  of  the 
sum  modified ;  they  knew  that  the  act 
1633  had  raised  the  minhnimi  from  500  to 
800  merk^,  that  it  had  left  the  maximum 
indefinite  ;  and  if  they  had  thought,  as  the 
r^pondent  contends,  that  tbe  law  was 


altered  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  reserve  ta 
the  church  a  right  to  come  back  for  re- 
augmentation  as  often  as  they  thought  fit, 
how  is  it  possible  ^at  they  should  have 
felt  themselves  aggrieved  or  concerned, 
whether  the  tithe  went  to  the  landholder, 
or  remained  with  the  titular }  They  might 
as  well  have  opposed  the  sale  of  a  titular's  ' 
right,  as  the  sale  (torn  the  titular  to  the 
landholder,  if  this  had  been  deemed  to  be 
the  sound  interpretation  of  the  law  at  that 
time. — ^But  this  is  not  all :  in  no  part  of 
this  report  is  it  stated  as  a  ground  for 
keeping  up  this  commission,  that  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times  might  authorize 
the  clergy  to  come  back ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  said,  that  many  of  them  not  having  got 
the  statutable  allowance,  and  others,  though 
their  stipends  were  modified,  not  having 
obtained  decrees  of  locality,  it  is  judged 
most  necessary,  that  the  commission  should 
"  be  kept  up  till  the  work  toas  ended'/'  clear- 
ly implying,  that  the  clergy  and  nobility, 
in  making  this  report  in  the  year  1637, 
still  conceived  that  the  object  was  the 
same  as  recited  in  the  preamble  of  the  act 
1633. — Strong  evidence  of  this  being  the 
sound  construction  of  the  act  1633,  is  also 
to  be  found  in  the  act  of  parliament  which 
passed  Nov.  15,  1641  :  this  act,  though 
not  referred  to  by  the  act  1707,  and  in 
truth  not  in  existence,  being  rescinded 
af^r  the  restoration,  may  be  referred  to 
as  explaining  the  sense  parliament  enter- 
tained at  the  time'  of  the  act  1633  :  and 
any  illustration  derived  from  it  is  the  more 
forcible,  because  the  power  the  presbyte- 
rian  clergy  then  possessed,  ensured  that 
the  interpretation  the  most  conformable  to 
their  interests  of  which  it  was  susceptible 
would  be  imposed  upon  it. — ^Yet  this  act 
does  not  empower  the  commission  it  ap- 
points, to  take  into  consideration,  general- 
ly, what  sum  it  was  fit  to  grant  to  the 
clergyman  out  of  the  tithes  which  had 
been  sold.  Indeed  it  specially  bars  the 
possibility  of  augmentations  being  grant- 
ed on  this  principle,  because  it  confines 
the  attention  of  the  commissioners  to 
those  cases,  '  who  got  not  the  benefit  of' 
'  the  former  commission,  and  have  not  the 
*  full  quantity  of  eight  chalders  of  victual, 
'  or  SOO  merks,  aqcordii)g  to  the  tenour  oC 
'  the  Acts  of  Parliament  made  in  anno 
'  1633.' — ^The  only  other  cases  submitted? 
to  the  cognisance  of  this  commission, 
where  previous  augmentations  had  taken 
place,  were  those  where  there  existed 
proofb  of  a^ement  bet!Pri^t  the  minister 
and  his  heritors,  o&  where  the  poridh  m^- 
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Ulster  had  been  defrauded  bj  the  interfe- 
rence of  the  prelates. — ^The  act  1641  fur- 
ther shews^  that  the  landholder  was  deem- 
ed to  have  acquired  a  real  right  to  that 
which  he  had  purchased,  bj  cautiously 
avoiding,  under  any  circumstances,  sub- 
jecting his  property  to  further  demands. — 
But  it  is  not  the  phraseology  oi  the  act 
1633. ;  it  is  not  the  full  knowledge  of  the 
king's  intention  and  of  the  tenour  of  his 
decreets  arbitral ;  it  is  not  his  majesty's 
declaration  of  his  sense  of  what  had  been 
done ;  it  is  not  the  clear  coincidence  in 
opinion  of  the  clergy  themselves  in  their 
report  in  the  year   16S6;  nor  even  the 
commentary  awbrded  by  the  rescinded 
act  1641,  upon  which  I  rely  in  giving  a 
decided  opinion  on  the  meaning  of  the  act 
1 633.     The  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the 
commission  appointed  under  this  rescinded 
act,  support  this  interpretation  of  the  act  of 
parliament  in  the  strongest  manner.    In 
the  act»  and  practicks  of  the  commission 
1642,  there  are  three  decisions  reported  up- 
on very  difierent  points,  but  none  of  which 
can  in  common  sense,  be  reconciled  to 
any  other  view  of  the  law,  than  that  which 
I  have  given  to  your  Idps. — ^The  acts  16S3 
9nd  1641,  it  will  be  recollected,  ordered 
the  eommissioners  to  set  aside,  aflerthe  va- 
luation of  the  tithe,  a  constant  local  stipend 
for  the  clergyman,  and  then  gave  to  the 
luidholder  the  right  of  purchasing  the  re- 
mainder at  nine  years  purchase.    It  ap- 
pes»^  that  there  came  before  the  commis- 
sion a  case,  wherein  it  was  disputed,  whe- 
ther the  landholder  could   purchase  his 
tithe  before  the  minister  got  a  stipend  ; 
and  it  was  decided,  (earl  of  Haddington 
asainst  Bearford)  that  the  heritor  may  buy 
his  teinds,  although  the  kirk  be  not  pro- 
vided, if  he  be  content-to  undergo  the  pro- 
portionable part  of   the    augmentation, 
when  it  shall  be  granted,  notwithstanding 
the  right  he  had  acquired  by  purchase, 
clearly  shewing,  that  in  this   case*  the 
landholder  was  to  be  subjected  to  an  obli- 
gation after  purchase,  to  pay^the  augmen- 
tation^; an  obligatibn,  which  it  is  never 
alleged,  existed  i»  any  conveyance  from 
the  titular  to  the  landholder  of  tithe,  sub- 
sequent to  an  augmentation  having  been 
granted. — ^There   is  another  decision  of 
the  same  day,  in  the    case  of  Erskine 
against  Ker,  and  the  minister  of  Lecropt ; 
it  is  there  fbund,  that  the  titnlar  is  not  ob- 
liged to  augment  the  minister's  stipend  if 
it  was  augmented  by  the  last  commission, 
by  agreement  betwixt  the  titular  and  the 
mifilnter,  prorided  it  proceeded  by  way 


of  refercfhce  from  the  lonfe  commissiciiers, 
to  any  of  their  number  to  sanction  the 
agreement  whh  the  parties:  now  it  if 
clear  that  nothing  can  bear  more  strictly 
on  the  point  than  this  decision.    In  trutliy 
itshe\i^s  that  the  commission  under  the 
act  1641  could  not  in  their  opinion  re- 
augment  a  living,  even  supposing  it  was 
proved  that  collusion  had  taken  place  be- 
tween the  parties,  provided  the  commis- 
sioners acting  mider  the  former  commission 
had  sanctioned  the  result  of  that  collusive 
agreement:    how  much  more  stioncly, 
therefbre,  must  they  have  fek  themselves 
obliged  to  reject  a  claim  where  a  dectstorr 
had  been   pronounced  by  the  commis- 
sion after  due  and  <ull  examination  of  the 
case  ? — ^Tberc  is  also  a  report  of  a  decision 
of  Feb.  22,  1643,  which  gjoes  to  confirm 
the  same  interpretation:  in  the  case  of 
Forgandennv  if  is  feund, '  that  the  kirks 
'  provided  by  the  former  commission,  if 
'they  be  bishop's  kirfcs,  and  provided 
*  within  80O  merks,  or  eight  chalders  of 
'  victual,  that  by  the  act  of  parliaonent  ^ey 
'  have  power  to  provide  them  further'-^ 
clearly  shewing  that  the  sense  of  the 
court  was,  that  no  addition  could  be  made 
to  the  stipend  of  a  kirk,  if  it  were  not  a 
bishop's  kirk,  and  if  it  had  not  less  than 
800  merks,  or  otherwise  fell  under  some 
one  or  other  of  the  exceptions  of  the  act 
1641. — ^That  the  legislature  meant,  by 
the  act  1633,  to  give  to  the  landholder  a 
cltear  right,  at  the  rate  of  nine  years  pur- 
chase, to  the  full  possession  of  the  tithe 
conveyed  after  a  provision  given  for  the 
clergyman,  to  be  enjoyed  by  him  in  the 
sime  manner  as  if  his  property  had  been 
held  *  cum  decimis  inclusis,*  does  not  even 
rest  upon  all  this  body  of  evidence,  which 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  d^il :  a  strong 
corroboration  is  derived  from  the  act  of 
the  year  1690,  chap,  xxiii.    This  act  con- 
veys to  the  patron  of  the  parish  all  the 
parsonage  tithes  not  heretably  disponed^ 
which  it  subjects  generally,  not  only  to 
past  but  future  augmentation  of  stipend  : 
it  obliges  the  patron,  as  the  act  1 63$  had 
obliged  the  titular,  to  sdl  the  parsicmage 
tithes  thus  acquired  to  the  landholder : — 
but  they  were  to  be  conveyed  under  ^ 
obligation  on  which  they  were  held ;  i.  e« 
sul:ject  to  fbture  augmentations.      Had 
they  been  conveyed,  released  from  all' 
such  Burdijn,  thefhirprice  must  have  much 
exceeded  nine  years  purchase  as  fixed  in 
1633.    The  interest  of  money  had  been 
reduced  by  an  act  of' the  legislattire  to 
six  per  cent,  in- 1661.    Itvras/cdueed  itt 

Digitized  by  VoiOOQl€ 


459] 


l^ARL.  DEBATES,  May  20,  1808.— &o/<rA  Tcbidi. 


[idO 


queen  Anne's  time  to  five.  The  value  of 
a  quit-rent  in  the  year  1690,  therefore, 
must  have  greatly  exceeded  nine  years 
purchase,  but  in  consideration  that  those 
tithes  were  to  be  subjected  to  future  aug- 
mentations, the  act  fixes  their  value  at  six 
years  purchase,  which  on  principle,  as  the 
market  rate  of  interest  of  money  was 
then  at  five,  and  in  1633,  at  ten,  must 
have  induced  the  legislature  in  1 6SS,  if 
the  tithe  had  been  to  have  been  conveyed 
to  the  landholder  subject  to  the  same  bur- 
den, to  have  fixed  the  value  at  three  years 
purchase  instead  of  nine. — In  opposition 
to  all  this  body  of  evidence,  tending  to 
explain  the  real  meaning  of  the  Act  1633, 
on  consulting  my  notes,  I  can  only  find 
two  circumstances  which  have  been  urged 
by  the  Respondents  that  appear  to  me  to 
bear  upon  the  question. — First,  it  has 
been  said,  that  the  act  1633  could  not 
have  been  understood  as  an  ultimate  set- 
tlement of  the  stipend  of  the  clei^y,  be- 
cause, by  the  act  1641,  a  power  is  given 
to  grant  a  further  augmentation  ;  and  the 
ground  upon  which  this  proposition  was 
submitted  to  your  Idps,  is,  that  in  the 
year  1633  there  were  general  powers 
given  to  the  commissioners  to  go  below 
the  minimum,  and  that  in  this  act  they  are 
only  empowered  to  go  below  the  minimum 
in  special  cases,  which  was  a  provision 
more  favourable  for  the  clergy.  To  this 
circmnstance,  however,  I  can  give  no 
weight;  nothing  has  been  brought  to 
shew,  that  this  is  not  in  itself  a  specifica- 
tion of  those  very  cases,  and  of  the  whole 
of  them,  with  regard  to  whjch  thp  excep- 
tion had  been  made  in  general  terms  in 
the  year  1633  :  on  the  contrary,  from  the 
respect  paid  to  the  act  1633,  by  the  whole 
tenourof  the  act  1641,  the  presumption 
arises  that  it  was  only  a  specific  enume- 
ration of  the  cases  understood  to  be  ge- 
nerally alluded  to  in  the  act  1633. — Se- 
condly, it  is  said,  that  the  rescinded  act 
1649  is  also  more  favourable  to  the  clergy 
than  the  act  163^  ;  and  this  observation  is 
grounded  on  the  circumstance,  that  in  the 
act  1633,  where  victual  cannot  be  given 
to  the  clergyman,  the  conversion  is  set- 
tled at  the  rate  of  100  merks  for  a  chalder 
of  victual,  whereas  by  the  act  1649,  it  was 
settled  at  a  sum  between  100  merks  and 
100  punds:  if,  however,  this  act  is  con- 
sultea^  it  will  be  seen  that  it  in  noway  re* 
lates  to  churches  which  had  antecedently 
received  an  augmentation  under  any  for< 
mer  commission ;  and  that  it  alludes  alone 
t9  churches  which  had  not  been  aug- 


mented :  indeed,  the  words  of  that  act  re- 
cite, and  specially  regard  the  provisions 
of  the  acl  1633,  as  a  conclusive  settlement. 
To  these  objections,  therefore,  1  can  at- 
tach no  importance. — ^I  have  now  stated 
the  grounds  on  which  I  have  formed  a  de- 
cided opinion,  that  the  act  1633  gave  to 
the  landholder  a  clear  right  to  his  tithes, 
after  a  due  provision  to  the  clergyman  be- 
ing once  niodified,  unburdened  with  any 
future  obligation  to  provide  increased  sti- 
pends; and  1  have  in  vain  looked  for  any 
enactment  in  the  acts  of  the  23d  and  30th  of 
theyearl690,  and  the  24th  of  the  yearl693, 
the  other  acts  referred  to  the  act  1707, 
which  interfere  with  or  invalidate  the  right 
so  conferred. — With  regard  to  the  second 
question,  how  far  the  act  1633,o^  the  other 
acts  of  parliament  referred  to  in  the  act 
1 707,  bars  the  clergy  from  obtaining  more 
than  one  augmentatfon,  provided  that  aug- 
mentation had  not  been  obtained  by  collu- 
sion, or  is  not  below  the  njiinimum  ;  it  is 
to  be  observed  that  if  the  proposition  I 
have  endeavoured  to  establish,  viz.  that  the 
act  1633,  in  so  far  as  relates  to  tythes  be- 
longing to  the  titular,  and  to  tythes  be- 
longing to  the  bishop,  gave  a  complete 
right  to  what  remained,  after  the  stipend 
was  once  modified,  is  well-founded,  it 
flows  as  a  corollary  that  no  subsequent 
augmentation  could  be  granted. — In  rela- 
tion to  the  parsonage  tythe,  sold  under  the 
act  1690,  I  own  that  is  the  subject  on 
which,  from  the  discussion  at  the  bar,  I 
think  your  Idps  have  received  the  least 
satisfactory  information:  in  this  case, 
however,  you  are  relieved  from  all  consi- 
deration of  the  tythe  thus  circumstanced, 
as  it  is  agreed  by  both  parties  that  the 
tythe  out  of  which  this  augmentation  is 
claimed  is  tythe  conveyed  from  the  titular, 
in  consequence  of  a  purch^e  by  the  land- 
holder, from  whom  the  appellant  derives 
his  title.-^There  is  still  one  observation  of 
some  importance  that  arises  out  of  the  act 
1707,  from  the  use  there  made  of  the 
phrase,  "to  grant  augmentations," — a  term 
seemingly  copied  from  the  act  1690,  and 
which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  act  1635. 
It  is  the  more  necessary  to  take  this  into 
consideration,  as  it  appears  that  the  chief 
argument  on  which  the  justice  clerk,  and 
some  of  the  other  judges,  rest  their  opi- 
nion, is  -derived  from  the  use  of  this 
phrase.  To  underetand  the  import  of  it  in 
the  various  acts  of  parliament  in  which  it 
is  used,  it  is  necessary  to  attend  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  times  in  which  this 
phrase  was  first  introduced.  It  is  first  to  be 
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found  in  the  rescinded  act  1641,  and  I  ap- 
prehend that  the  meaning  which  your 
idps  must  annex  to  it,  is  apparent  when 
you  recollect  the  legislative  arrangements 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy  at  the 
time  this  act  passed.^ — ^The  commission 
1617  and  1621  had  proceeded  to  modify 
stipends  under  enactments  that  made  500 
merks  the  minimum  that  was  to  be  allot- 
ted to  clergymen  for  their  sustenance. 
The  commission  1633  had  acted  under  an 
act  of  parliament  which  directed  that  800 
merks  should  be  the  lowest:  if  therefore 
the  words  of  the  act  1641  had  authorized 
the  commission  only  to  appoint  constant 
local  stipends,  without  the  addition  of  the 
words,  "  and  grant  augmentations,''  it 
would  have  precluded  that  commission 
frt>m  taking  under  consideration  the  case 
of  those  ministers  who  had  obtained  500 
merks*  under  the  commission  1617  and 
1621 ;  and  who  had  now  a  right  to  require 
that  their  stipends  should  be  increased  to 
800  merks,  the  stipulated  minimum,  under 
the  formal  agreement  sanctioned  by  the 
act  1633.— The  act  1641,  your  Idps  will 
recollect,  was  done  away  at  the  restora- 
tion ;  and  the  act  1661,  which  was  passed 
at  that  time,  contains  the  same  powers  to 
grant  augmentations,  obviously  for  the 
purpose  of  including  the  case  of  clergy- 
men, whose  stipends  had  been  modified 
under  the  acts  1617  and  1621. — Such  are 
the  grounds  on  which  I  cannot  help  form- 
ing a  decided  opinion,  that  the  act  1707 
gave  to  the  court  of  session  powers  to  pro- 
Tide  an  adequate  stipend,  and  to  augment 
the  livings  of  those  who  were  provided 
with  stipends  under  800  merks,  by  the 
commissions  1617  and  1621,  or  to  grant 
augmentations  in  parishes,  where  by  col- 
lusion the  stipends  had  been  fixed  at  a  sum 
under  the  minimum ;  but  no  power 
whatever  to  review  the  d^ecisions  of  former 
commissions,  or  their  own  decisions,  where 
a  stipend  above  the  minimum  had  been 
provided. — On  the  subject  of  tlie  practice 
of  the  court  subsequent  to  the  union,  there 
has  been  produced  no  direct  evidence,  to 
shew  that  the  court  for  a  length  of  time 
did  not  proceed  on  the  idea,  that  this  was 
the  nature  of  the  power  they  enjoyed. 
On  the  contrary,  there  is  strong  reason  to 
believe  that  this  was  the  view  of  the  law 
under  which  they  acted. — President  Crai- 
gie's  evidence  certainly  tends  to  establish 
this  opinion  :  he  was  examined  before  the 
house  of  commons  in  the  year  1751,  and 
there  is  m  his  evidence  the  following  re- 
markable passage  :-^' And  being  further  €X- 


'  amined,  he  was  asked,  whether,  since  the 
'  union,  the  heritors  in  augmentation  suits 
'  have  not  been  frequently  under  difficul- 
'  ties  in  proving  their  defences ;  that  the 
'  teinds  have  been  before  valued,  or  the 
'  stipends  before  modified,  by  reasons  that 
'  the  records  of  the  commissioners  of 
'  Teinds,  antecedent  to  the  reign  of 
'  Charles  2,  were  lost  by  shipwreck,  and 
'  those  from  that  time  to  1702,  were  con- 
'  sumcd  by  fire.'  He  answered,  "That 
they  had,  — clearly  implying,  that  in  his 
opinion  a  proof  that  stipends  had  been  be- 
fore modified  under  any  commissions,  was 
a  defence  from  an  augmentation  claimed 
from  the  court  of  session,  acting  under  the 
act  1707. — ^To  the  same  purport  is  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Chalmer,  father  of  an  emi- 
nent solicitor  who  practises  at  your  Idps 
bar,  who  seems  to  nave  possessed  all  the 
accuracy  and  assiduity  that  distinguishes 
his  son  :  he  says,  '  That  he  had  examined 
'  the  records  of  all  the  decreets  of  the 
'  court  of  session,  since  the  union  to  the 
'  year  1738,  relating  to  the  augmentation 
'  of  ministers'  stipends ;  and  that  he  does 
[  not  know  any  instance,  or  find  any  one 
'  upon  record,  wherein  the  court  ot  ses- 

*  sion  have  augmented  any  living  within 
'  that  period  which  had  before  obtained  a 
'  decreet  of  modification.' — ^These  ex- 
pressions, it  is  apparent,  are  perfectly  ge- 
neral, applying  to  a  decreet  of  modifica- 
tion under  any  former  commission,  and 
not  confining  tnemselves  to  an  augmenta- 
tion granted  by  the  court  of  session  since 
the  union. — ^The  same  doctrine  is  asserted 
in  the  petition  of  the  landholders  to  the 
house  of  commons,  which  is  signed  by 
president  Dundas,  and  some  other  eminent 
lawyers. — Indeed,  I  may  on  this  subject  re- 
ly on  the  authority  of  the  clergy  them- 
selves, for  in  the  answer  to  the  third  and 
fourth  reasons  of  dissent  of  the  landholders, 
drawn  up  by  the  committee  of  the  gene- 
ral assembly  1749,  there  is  to  be  found  the 
following  passage,  which  strongly  marks  a 
coincidence  of  opinion  on  their  part : — 
'  One  thing,  however,  we  cannot  omit  to 
'  observe,  that  though  by  several  acts  of 
'  parliament,  the  clergy  have  right  to  an 
'  augmentation,  the  lords  have  held  it  as 
'  a  rule,  to  augment  no  stipend  modified 
'  and   localled  since  the  union  although 

•  many  cases  occur  in  which  such  aug- 
'  mentation  ought  to  have  been  granted,* 
— It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  meaning 
of  this  passage  must  depend .  entirely  on 
the  punctuation.  It  may  mean  that  the 
lords  hare  since  the  union  held  it  as  a  rul« 
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ta  augment  no  stipend,  anteced^itly  mo- 
dified and  locallea ;  or  that  the  lords  have 
held  it  a  rule  to  augment  no  stipend,  where 
the  decreet  of  modification  has  passed 
sincQ  the  union ;  but  the  history  of  the 
times,  as  admitted  by  the  respondents  in 
this  case,  clearly  shews  that  it  must  have 
the  former  meaning.  It  is  here  stated, 
that  many  cases  occur  in  which  such  augr 
mentations  ought  to  have  been  granted, 
which  is  pertectly  consistent  with  the 
former  interpretation  of  the  sentence,  but 
quite  inconsistent  with  the  latter ;  as  the 
respondents  admit  that  there  was  no  case  in 
which  two  augmentations  of  the  same 
living  had  been  granted  since  the  union, 
previous  to  the  year  1749,  except  the  case 
of  tCettle  in  the  year  1742,  and  the  word 
*  many*  never  could  have  been  applied  to 
the  single  case  of.  Kettle ;  which  case 
turns  out,  on  examination,  to  have  been 
erroneously  referred  to,  as  it  was  a  decreet 
of  locality,  and  not  a  second  augmenta- 
tion that  was  given  in  the  year  1 742.  Thus 
the  clergy  themselves  must  be  understood 
in  the  year  174d,c  to  have  sanctioned  the 
interpretation  of  the  law  here  contended 
for* — ^It  certainly,  however,  appears  to  me, 
that  even  at  this  period  there  was  some 
loose  idea  of  a  rule  existing,  that  the  court 
of  teinds  might  grant  one  augmentation 
in  every  parish,  and  that  they  then  con- 
,  sidered  themselves  as  functi  officio  with 
regard  to  that  parish.  But  at  what  time 
this  rule  was  first  acted  upon,  how  or  by 
what  authority  it  was  introouced,  has  been 
explained  by  neither  party  at  the  bar. — 
On  the  nature  of  the  rule,  the  parties 
seem  to  me  to  be  by  no  means  agreed. 
The  one  side  contends,  that  it  was  a 
rule  of  court,  that  only  one  augmen- 
tation should  b&  given;  the  other  con- 
tends, that  it  was  a  rule  of  court,  that 
they  would  only  grant  one  augment- 
ation. If,  however,  I  am  right  in  stating 
that  the  court  by  the  act   1707   had  no 

Eower  to  augment  in  aiiy  case,  where  there 
ad  been  a  previous  decreet  of  modifica- 
tion>  this  last  must  have  been  the  nature 
of  "the  rule  ;  and  indeed  it  is  so  explained 
by  lord  Braxfield,  and  lord  Eskgrove,  in 
the  notes  of  their  speeches  i'787,  who  on 
that  occasion  describe  this  rule  as  a  stretch 
made  by  the  court.  It  was,  probably, 
gradually  introduced,  and  orig*4nated  m 
uae  extreme  difficulty  of  discoverixiff  whe- 
ther a  parish  had  been  modified  uL\aer  the 
parliamentary  commissions  anteceoVnt  to 
the  union,  in  consequence  of  the  loes  of 
(art  of  the  reoords  by  shipvn:e€k«  in  the 


time  of  Charles  2,  and  the  destruction  of 
the  remainder  by  fire  m  1702.  In  what- 
ever manner  it  originated,  it  is  evident, 
that  the  court  in  practice  ultimately  as- 
sumed to  themselves  the  power  of  grant- 
ing in  every  case  one  augmentation  ;  and 
it  IS  equally  clear  that  there  is  no  instance 
on  record,  in  which  two  were  ever  granted 
till  the  case  of  Kirkden,  which  came  be- 
fore this  house  in  1784. — It  is  true,  the 
respondents  have  relied  on  a  list  of  no  less 
than  fifly-three  cases,  wherein  they  have 
asserted  that  second  augmentotions  were 
granted  previous  to  this  Kirkden  case :  o^i 
examination,  however,  it  appears  that  these 
arc  all  eithei-  cases  whicn  proceeded  on 
consent,  or  cases  where  decreets  of  loca- 
lities were  granted,  subsequent  to  decreets 
of  modification ;  and  far  from  afifording  evi- 
dence to  support  the  proposition  for  which 
they  were  brought  fi>rward,  one  of  them, 
viz.  the  case  of  Mary  town,  affords  evidence 
that  establishes  the  contrary  position ; 
the  interlocutor  pronounced  in  this  case, 
25th  Feb.  1753,  is  to  the  following  effect : 
'  Havinjf  considered  the  preparedstate  and 
'foregoing  debate,  in  respect  of  the  de- 
'  creet,  of  modification  and  locality,  anno 
'  1718,  find  the  process  of  augmentation 
'  not  competent,  and  assoilzied  tne  defend- 
'  ers  therefrom,  and  decern.'— Such  was  the 
law,  and  such  appears  to  have  been  the 
practice  of  the  court,  when  in  the  year 
i778  the  minister  of  Kirkden  brought  his 
action  for  an  augmentation  befi^re  the 
court  of  session.  In  this  process,  appear- 
ance was  made  for  the  heritors,  who  con- 
tended, that  as  the  petitioner's  predecessor 
in  office  had  obtained  a  decreet  of  aug- 
mentation in  the  year  1716,  the  court  had 
no  right  whatever  to  grant  any  further  aug^ 
mentation.  On  advising  the  cause,  the 
court  found  the  pursuer  barred  by  the  de- 
cree of  augmentation  1716.  A  reclaiming 
petition  was  given  in,  and  the  court  altered 
Its  interlocutor,  declaring  that '  the  decree 
'  of  modification  in  1716,  after  giving  a 
'  proper  allowance  for  furnishing  commu- 
'  nion  elements,  the  stipend  thereby  mo- 
'  dified  is  within  the  minimum,  and  there- 
*  fore  find  the  pursuer  not  barred  from  in- 
'  sistin^  for  an  augmentation.' — ^The  he- 
ritors in  their  turn  reclaimed,  and  the 
lords  declared  that  they  again  altered 
their  interlocutor  of  the  3d  of  March,  and 
recalled  the  directions  given  to  the  heri- 
tors on  the  16th  of  June  last,  to  sweaj^  to 
their  rentals  in  the  usual  form,  and  adhere 
to  their  interlocutor  of  the  i6th  of  July 
1778.— ^Against  this  decision  a  petition  of 
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appeal  was  presented  to  this  house,  the 
terms  of  which  it  is  highly  necessary  for 
your  lordships  to  attend  to : — the  powers 
of  the  court  of  session  acting  as  a  commis- 
sion of  teinds,  are  noways  brought  under 
your  consideration  :  it  is  stated,  that  '  in 
'  this  process,  appearance  was  made  for 

*  the  heritors,  who  contended  that  as  the 
'  petitioner's  predecessor  in  office  had  ob- 

*  tained  a  decreet  of  augmentation  in  the 
'year  1716,  the  petitioner  was  thereby 
^  barred  from  insisting  in  this  present  pro- 
^  cess    in  terms  of  a  resolution,  of  the 

*  Court,  by  which  it  is  ^  declared  that 
'  where  any  augmentation  has  been  ob- 
'  tained  by  decreet  of  the  Court,  posterior 

*  to  the  year  1707,  that  no  new  augmen- 

*  tation  of  the  same  stipend  shall  be  grant- 
'  ed.     Parties  having  been  heard  upon 

*  this  point,  the  following  interlocutor  was 
'  passed,  that  the  pursuer  was  barred  from 
'  insisting  in  this  process,  by  the  decreet 
'  of  augmentation  1716;  and  therefore  as- 
'  soilzied  the  defenders,  and  discharge  the 
'  action/ — Such  is  the  statement  made  by 
the  petition  of  appeal  in  that  case,  from 
the  cases  both  of  the  appellant  and  re- 
spondent, which  by  the.  law  of  Scotland 
must  be  deemed  to  form  part  of  the  re- 
cords of  the  court.  It  distinctly  appears, 
that  this  was  the  question  argued  before 
lord  Thurlow.  The  appellant  speciaMy 
states  in  the  reasons  for  reversing  judg- 
ment, that  the  respondent  cannot  bar  the 
appellant  from  insisting  in  the  present  ac- 
tion, under  the  authority  of  a  pretended 
rule  of  court,  by  which  they  say  it  is  de- 
clared that  no  addition  can  be  made  to  a 
stipend,  which  has  already  been  aug- 
mented by  a  decree  posterior  to  the  year 
1707  ;  and  the  respondent  joins  issue  with 
him  in  this  point,  by  declaring  in  the 
reasons  annexed  to  his  appeal  case,  that 
'  it  is  the  established  rule  of  court,  not  to 
'  review  or  allow  such  decrees  to  be  over- 

*  hauled  upon  any  pretence,  where  an  aug- 

*  mentation  has  been  given  since  the 
'union/ — ^Thus  whilst  the  petition  of  appeal 
plainly  shews  that  the  judgment  of  the 
court  of  session  was  arraigned,  because  it 
had  proceeded  on  the  £cround  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  supposed  resolution  of  that  court ; 
the  cases  both  of  the  appellant  and  re- 
spondent bear  evidence  tnat  it  was  argued 
in  this  house  on  that  ground,  and  the 
whole  ■  tenour  of  the  notes  of  lord  Thur- 
low's  speech,  in  giving  the  judgment  now 
published  in  the  memorial  for  the  minister, 
proves  that  it  was  arsued  and  decided 
upon  this  principle.    '  If/  says  that  noble 

Vol-  Xf. 


lord,  '  that  is  the  law  of  the  land,  it  must 
'  be  g;ood  :  but,  if  only  a  principle  of  dis- 
'  cretion,  the  discretion  erected  into  a  rule 
'  18  inept ;  unless  the  law  has  furnished 
'  that  rule/  This  sentence  alone,  which 
shews  on  the  one  hand  the  law  of  the  land» 
had  not  been  rested  upon  in  argument^ 
because  in  that  event  he  never  could  have 
expressed  the  doubt  which  he  states  ;  and 
on  the  other,  that  he  felt  that  just  indigna- 
tion which  he  must  have  felt,  at  the  court 
of  session  assuming  to  themselves  the 
power  of  making  any  fule  on  the  subject, 
IS  evidence,  that  the  judgment  reversing 
the  interlocutor  of  the  court  of  session  in 
this'case,  decided  the  only  question  that 
was  then  before  the  house,  viz.  the  efficacy 
that  ought  to  be  ffiven  to  the  pretended 
rule  of  court.  It  is  against  this  rule  that 
lord  Thurlow  specially  expressed  his  in- 
dignation ;  he  says,  *  In  none  of  the  booka 
*  is  there  the  smallest  trace  of  this  rule  ; 
'  and  when  the  lord  advocate  says,  the 
'  court  are  in  the  daily  practice  of  it,  he 
'  must  mean  that  it  is  an  idea  always  afloat 
'  in  the  minds  of  the  judges/  And  he 
concludes,  by  declaring  that  '  the  court 
'  have  no  reason  in  expediency,  or  autho- 
'  rity  in  law,  to  say  they  will  not  look 
'  into  it/ — Into  what  ?  why,  most  cer- 
tainly, into  the  law  of  the  land,  which  in 
the  p^ior  part  of  his  speech  he  had  de- 
clared could  alone  regulate  the  proceed- 
ing.— ^It  is  in  vain,  therefore,  to  say  that 
this  was  a  decision  on  the  general  point  of 
law  :  there  is  the  strongest  evidence  that 
the  point  of  law  never  was  argued  before 
this  house,  and  that  my  lord  Thurlow,  if 
he  is  supposed  to  decide  the  point  of  law, 
must  hayc  done  what  nobody  will  accuse 
him  of  doing ;  i.  e.  he  must  have  rashly 
decided  a  point  of  law  not  before  him,  and 
noways  argued  or  discussed  by  the  coun- 
sel.— It  is  further  to  be  observed,  that  lord 
Thurlow,  by  reversing  the  interlocutors 
Qomplained  of,  gave  efficacy  to  the  inter- 
locutor of  the  3d  of  March,  which  de- 
clared that  the  stipend  ihodi^ed  1716,  vras 
within  the  minimum,  so  that  in  truth  the 
judgment  simply  reversing  the  interlocutor 
complained  of,  was  a  judgment  of  thla 
house,  proceeding  on  the  specialties  of  the 
case. — ^The  other  case,  in  which  the  court 
of  session  in  their  interlocutor  have  found 
that  your  Idps  decided  the  general  ques- 
tion of  law,  is  the  case  of  Tingwall,  which 
was  first  brought  into  court  in  the  year 
1785,  when  the  heritors  appear  to  have 
pleaded  in  bar  a  previous  augmentation 
granted  in  the  year  1722.    But  before  I 
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call  your  attentioii  to  the  decision  in  this 
case,  I  must  make  an  observation  on  the 
nature  of  the  proceedings  which  took 
place,  as  they  prove  beyond  a  possibility 
of  a  doubt  what  at  that  time  was  the  ge- 
neral opinion  of  the  judgment  given  by 
the  house  of  lords  in  the  case  of  Kirkden. 
— If  this  house,  by  reversing  the  interlo- 
cutor of  the  court  of  session  in  the  case  of 
Kirkden,  had  been  understood  to  declare 
the  lai^  as  is  argued  by  the  respondent, 
and  to  have  decided  the  competency  of 
that  court,  acting  under  the  act  1707,  to 
re-augment  stipends  as  long  as  the  tithe 
of  the  parish  remained  unexhausted,  could 
there  have  been  an  ai'gument  in  the  court 
of  session  on  the  subject,  far  less  an  unani- 
mous decision  on  the  incompetency  of  the 
court,  when  they  must  have  all  known  the 
recent  judgment  moved  by  lord  Thurlow 
in  this  house  ?  On  the  other  hand,  if  they 
Were  in  the  knowledge  that  the  decision 
*of  this  house  was  granted  on  that  noble 
lord's  having  arraigned  as  inept  any  reso- 
lution of  their  court,  which  barred  a  due 
consideration  of  what  was  the  law  of  the 
land  on  the  point— was  it  not  natural  to 
expect,  that,  driven  from  the  ground  be- 
hind which  they  had  for  years  entrenched 
themselves,  they  would  be  forced  to  discuss 
the  law,  which,  relying  on  the  rule,  had 
not  of  late  been  the  subject  of  their  con- 
sideration, accordingly  as  might  be  ex- 
pected? Those  of  your  Idps  who  have 
atttended  to  the  proceedings  in  this  case, 
must  recollfect  that  after  a  hearing  in  t>re- 
sence,  and  memorials  bein^  given  in,  there 
took  place  a.  very  learned  discussion  on 
the  abstract  question  of  law,  which  ended 
in  an  unanimous  judgment  of  the  court, 
against  the  power  that  was  contended  for. 
— The  noted  of  the  judees  speeches  are 
printed  in  the  memorial  for  the  appellant ; 
itnd  though  lofd  Thurlow  had,  on  the  au- 
thoriiy  of  the  lord  advocate,  now  lord  pre- 
sident, stated  thai  the  eourt  was  in  dail^ 
practice  of  referring  to  the  rule  which  was 
urg^d  as  a  bar  ih  the  Kirkden  case,  not 
one  syllsibl^  is  said  on  thai  subject  through - 
(Jut  the  speeches  then  made ;  clearly 
proving  that  the  decision  in  the  Kirkden 
case  tnust  have  shut  their  mouths  on  a 
subject  to  which  on  similar  occasions  there 
is  evidence  the^  had  daily  habits  of  re- 
sorting.— In  this  case  of  Tingwall  there 
#ere  special  circusistances  in  favour  of 
the  clergyman,  on  which  it  is  at  present 
heedless  to  dwell.  Your  Idps  have  in  the 
tiotes  of  the  judges  speeches  on  this  cause, 
Evidence,  that  tthen  it  came  iiito  the  court 


below,  the  parties  £^eed  that  tAe  gdt^Kraf 
point  of  law  should  be  there  argued,  and 
that  no  specialties  should  be  founded 
upon ;  so  says  lord  Robertson,  who  was 
counsel  for  the  clergyman,  and  lord  New- 
ton who  acted  as  cotinsel  for  the  heritors  ; 
and  this  is  contirraed  by  lord  Armadale^ 
in  the  very  able  speech  he  delivered  on 
that  occasion. — ^The  interlocutor  of  the 
court  was  given  in  the  most  general  terms 
dismissing  the  process;  and  upOn  advising 
on  a  reclaiming  petition  from  the  minister, 
the  court  adhered : — against  this  intfcrlo- 
^cutor,  an  appeal  was  presented  to  this 
house  :  the  printed  cases  on  this  occasion 
shew  that  the  parties,  as  in  the  court 
below,  confined  their  argument  ta  the  ge- 
neral question  of  law  ;  but  the  specialties 
of  the  case  appeared  on  the  record,  and 
the  judgment  proposed  by  lord  Thurlow, 
and  adopted  by  the  house,  is  conclusive 
evidence  that  this  hbuse  came  to  no  judg- 
ment on  the  general  point  of  law ;  it  is 
clear  that  the  noble  lord,  in  the  interlocu- 
or  he  proposed  in  the  Kirkden  case,  told 
he  court  of  session,  they  should  decide 
not  upon,  their  own  rules,  but  upon  the 
law  of  the  land ;  and  it  is  equally  clear 
;hat  he  meant  to  infbrm  them  by  t|iis  in- 
erlocutor,  that  justice  required  they  should 
in  ^he  decision  of  every  casd,  take  the  ac- 
ual  circumstances  into  their  considera- 
ion.  The  judgment  is  in  the  following 
terms : — '  Having  considered  the  terms  of 
the  decree  of  modification  and  augmen- 
tatibn,  which,  as  the  libel  alleges,  was^ 
obtained  by  the  minister  of  the  said 
united  parishes  in  1722,  and  that  the  mi- 
nister was,  ia  consequence  thereof,  al- 
lowed to  possess  the  ipsa  corpora  of  the 
teind  till  lately,  when  the  heritors  pro- 
ceeded to  obtain  a  decree  of  locality :  it 
is  ordereid  and  adjudged,  that  the  several 
interlocutors  com[5lained  of  be  reversed, 
and  that  the  cause  be  remitted  back  to 
the  court  of  session  in  Scotland,  as  com- 
missioners for  the  plantation  of  kirks  an<{ 
valuation  of  teind,  in  order  that  parties 
may  be  further  heard  upon  the  ettfect  of 
the  above  ciroumstances,  and  upon  the 
state  of  those  teinds  in  these  united  pa-^ 
rishes,  without  prejudice  to  any  plea  or 
argument  which  either  of  them  may  ad- 
duce ;  aitd  that  the  said  lords  commissi-^ 
oners  may  then  give  their  determination 
accordingly.'  This  judgment  speaks  fof 
itself:  it  is  impossible  by  any  torture  of 
interpretation,  to  tjse  the  phrase  ascribed 
to  lord  Thiirlow,  to  conceive  that  it  was  a 
decisioEti  of  the  general  point  of  law.    If 
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TOurldps  had  the  eyidence  of  the  whole 
fifteen  judges,  that  it  was  so  considered, 
the  tenour  of  the  judgment  is  such,  that 
they  could  only  impress  upon  your  mind 
ILstonishment  at  the  misconception  that 
had  taken  place.  But  is  this  the  case  ? 
It  is  true  the  justice  clerk  informs  you, 
Ihat  this  is  his  recollection  of  what 
passed ;  that  the  lord  president  states  to 
von,  'That  if  any  gentleman  thinks 
^  that  the  case  of  Tingwall  was  decided 

*  on  specialties,  and  not  upon  the  ge- 
'  neraji  <j[uestiion  regarding  the  power 
'  mid  dvtty  of  Che  court  UA^er  the.  con- 

*  stTMction  of  the  aofc  1707,  he  deceives 
<  himsetlf ;  for  it  is  mosjt  certain,  the  cause 
^  was  argued  and  decided  upon  the  gener 
« raj  question  ^loae.'  These  learned  judges 
:were  both  of  them  counsel  in  the  £ause. 
h  13  admitted,  that  the  general  question 
ic^law  was  alone  argued  from  the  bar; 
ai^l  it  is  natural,  that  impressed  with  a 
^lecollection  of  their  argument,  they 
should  at  ^  distant  period  of  time  fs^ncy 
that  t^  judgment  was  founded  oq  it, 
imd  not  on  the  specialties  contained  in 
the  record  ;  but  what  account  did  thi^  very 
lord  president  give  of  the  decision  at  a 
recent  period  after  it  took  place  ?  Lord 
Kewton  tells  you,  that  so  iu  was  the 
judgment  of  the  house  of  lords  from  be-  > 
ing  considered  ^s  a  decision  on  the  ge- 
neral merits,  that  he  was  '  informed  by  a 

'  right  honourable  coun^l,  who  pleaded 
«  the  cause  in  the  house  of  lords,  on  the 
<«  part  of  the  heritors  (meaning  the  lord 

*  president),  that  it  would  require  no  fswer 
-'  thaa  three  appeals,  iu  cases  which  stood 
'  in  different  circumstances  from  one  ano- 

'  ther^  to  obtain  a  decision  on  the  geperal  | 
f  point  at  issiie,'  clearly  shewing  that  the  ' 
impression  on  his  mind  at  that  time,  was  i 
accurate  with  regard  to  the  decision  of 
the  house  of  lords ;  i.  e^  that  the  decision 
was  what  the  words  in  which  it  was  con- 
veyed prove  it  must  have  been,  a  judg.- 
ment  dictated  by  a  consideration  of  the 
specialties  of  the  case. — From  these  de- 
tails, it  must  appear  evident  to  your  Idps, 
that  the  only  oecision  ever  given  on  the 
l^eneral  point  of  law,  concemmg  the  com? 
petency  of  the  coiut  to  reaugment,  was 
the  unanimous  decision  pronounced  in  the 
Tingwall  case,  by  the  court  of  session 
itself.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  that 
your  Idps  can  aflfirm  an  interlocutor, 
which  states  you  to  have  decided  in  two 
cases  a  point  of  law,  on  which  certainly 
you  never  pronounced  any  decision. — If, 
t^^i^oce,  I  vani^ot  agrep  tp  t^  justice  of 


that  view  of  the  law,  which  lays  down  that 
the  court,  under  the  act  1707.  had  power 
to  reaugnient  out  of  tithes  sold  by  the 
titular  to  the  landholder,  till  they  were 
completely  exhausted  :  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  impossible  to  accede  to  the  fact 
stated  in  this  interlocutor,  that  this  house 
had  recognised  such  an  interpretation  of 
the  statute,  by  a  judgment  which  it  never 
gave. — In  the  course  of  the  pleadings,  your 
Idps  have  had  various  quotations  from 
Forbes  on  Tithes;  from  sir  G.  Mackenzie'^ 
Observations  on  the  Statutes,  from  lord 
Bankton,  and  from  the  luslitutes  of  Mr. 
Erskine.  With  r,e8pect  ^o  most  of  the 
passages  which  have  been  relied  upon^ 
when  examioe<l,  they  are  mere  affirma- 
tions of  a  proposition  never  contested, 
that  the  tithe  of  the  latidholder  in  all  pa- 
rishes not  modified,  is  subject  to  such  pro- 
vision for  the  clergy,  as  the  court  acting 
as  a  commission  shall  appoint. — In  Mr. 
Erskine's  works  undoubtedly  there  is  a 
passage^  which  can  alone  be  considered 
^  maintaining  the  opinion,  which  the  In- 
terlocutor mider  review  has  expressed  ^ 
but,  whatever  weight  may  be  due  to  the 
authority  of  any  law-writer^  when  the 
statutes  themselves  are  clear,  and  the 
meaning  of  their  enactments  unquestion- 
able, it  is  impossible  that  any  authority 
can  be  reb'ed  on,  to  do  away  that  which 
the  legislature  has  so  distinctly  declared, 
and  which  the  court  had  confirmed  by 
their  judgments  immediately  after  passing 
the  act.^ — ^Your  Idps  have  been  told,  that 
in  this  case  you  have  t^e  advantage  of  the 
opinions  of  the  judges  corrected  by  themr 
selves ;  I  h^ve  had  ^ilready  occasion  to 
mention  the  opinion  (Jelivered  by  lord 
Armadale,  in  the  manner  ,  which  I  thin|c 
it  merits ;  but  I  must  conceive  it  to  be  an 
exercise  of  charity,  not  to  animadvert  on 
many  of  the  opmions  that  have  bee^ 
printed.  They  ^re  in  truth  defences  urged 
by  the  judges  tor  their  own  conduct,  whicl^ 
they  might  have  made,  without  reading 
the  learned  arguments  in  this  cause,  which 
have  donp  credit  and  honour  to  those  whp 
framed  them. — In  some  of  the  opinions,  the 
learned  judges  have  assumed  the  charac- 
ter of  witnesses,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say 
thJit  in  that  capacity  their  recollection  of 
the  facts  appears  to  me  as  remarkable  for 
inaccuracy,  ajs  their  legal  arguments  are 
for  want  of  research  and  investigation,  on 
a  subject  which  did  demand  their  utmost 
attention.— There  is  now  only  one  impor- 
tant point  to  consider :  certain  it  is,  th^ 
fo^aing  on  this  misconception  and  mi|^ 
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representation  of  the  decisions  of  your 
Idps  house,  the  court  of  session  have  now 
for  a  length  of  time,  and  in  no  fewer  than 
800  cases,  augmented  stipends,  many  of 
which  augmentations,  had  it  not  been  for 
this  mis<;onception  of  the  law,  would  not 
have  been  panted.  But  It  is  impossible 
that  ^ny  series  of  decisions,  where  the  law 
was  never  controverted  ;  where  from  the 
silence  of  the  heritors  you  have  a  right  to 
suppose  that  they  waived  the  defence 
which  the  law  authorized  ;  can  have  the 
efiect  of  altering  what  is  the  clear  and  un- 
doubted law  of  the  land. — In  the  course 
of  the  pleadings  in  this  cause,  various 
cases  of  second  augmentations  proceeding 
with  the  consent  ot  the  heritors,  have  been 
stated  to  your  Idps.  Auchendoire,  £den- 
kellie,  at  a  very  early  period,  afford  in- 
stances of  this  nature ;  and  in  the  case  of 
Lochcarron  in  176a,  a  reaufi;mentation  is 
especially  given  in  respect  of  the  heritors' 
consent ;  but  in  the  pleadings  in  the  case 
of  Kirkden  or  Tingwall,  in  the  opinions 
of  the  judges  delivered  in  this  last  case, 
no  allusion  is  made  to  precedents  such  as 
these,  which,  from  the  circumstance  of 
Consent,  must  have  been  deemed  inap- 
plicable :  if  a  decision  is  given  in  one  in- 
stance, the  court  may  proceed,  without 
inquiry,  to  act  on  the  same  principle  in 
.  five  hundred  cases :  it  is  only  when  the 
point  is  argued  and  fully  canvassed,  when 
the  attention  of  the  judges  is  called  to  it 
by  the  parties,  that  they  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  reviewing  and  reconsidering 
their  judgment ;  and  on  this  subject  I  have 
the  authority  of  the  court  of  session  itself; 
for  though  betwixt  the  decision  of  the 
Kirkden  and  Tingwall  cases  there  were  no 
less  than  twenty  cases  decided,  without 
the  heritors  arguing  the  legal  defence, 
yet  in  the  pleadings  this  circumstance  is 
unnoticed,  and  it  did  not  prevent  the 
judges  from  coming  to  a  unanimous  deci- 
sion, that  the  court  had  no  right  to  re- 
augment,  which  is  the  only  decision  on  the 
general  point  of  law  that  ever  was  given, 
either  in  that  court  or  in  your  Idps.'  house. 
—If  I  had  any  doubts,  whether  those  de- 
cisions in  which  the  general  question  of 
law  never  has  been  argued,  ought  to 
weigh  with  your  Idps  in  the  case  you  are 
now  called  upon  to  decide  ;  I  should  be 
relieved  both  by  the  numerous  authorities 
of  writers  on  this  subject  in  the  law  of 
England,  and  from  the  decided  opinions 
given  on  this  point,  no  longer  ago  than 
last  night,  in  j^our  Idps'  house  ;  when  it 
was  clearly  laid  down,  that  though  the 


judgment  of  a  court  is  the  most  respect- 
able authority  for  what  was  the  received 
sense  of  the  law  at  the  time  it  was  given  ; 
no  series  of  decisions  ever  can  do  away 
the  will  of  the  legislature  clearly  express- 
ed.— In  submitting  to  your  Idps  the  pro- 
priety of  reversing  this  interlocutor,  1  feel 
great  satisfaction  in  thinking  that,  if  I  pre- 
vail, your  Idps'  decision  will  convey  a 
mere  declaration  of  your  sense  of  the  law, 
without  in  any  degree  affecting  the  inter- 
est of  any  of  the  parties.  Your  Idps  havt 
heard  a  great  deal  from  the  respondent^ 
of  the  confusion  that  would  be  created  from 
this  circumstance :  I  do  apprehend,  how- 
ever, that  this  can  have  no  weight  with 
you,  in  regulating  your  judgment  Eveii 
if  the  mischief  was  to  be  as  extensive  as 
it  is  represented,  it  might  be  a  serious 
subject  for  your  Idps**  consideration  in 
your  legislative  capacity  ;  but,  acting  in 
your  judicial  capacity,  it  is  a  view  of  the 
question  which  ought  to  be  excluded  from 
your  minds.  In  truth,  however,  it  is  a 
small  portion  of  the  eight  hundred  cases 
of  augmentation  granted  under  this  erro- 
neous view  of  tne  law,  that  could  be 
effected  by  this  decision  :  those  augment- 
ed within  these  ^ve  '  years,  are  the  only 
cases  which,  in  consequence  of  your  judg- 
ment, would  be  liable  to  be  questioned. — 
No  one  can  be  more  sensible  than  I  am, 
that  in  these  cases  the  interposition  of  the 
legislature  is  necessary :  that  an  act  of  the 
legislature  must  be  passed  regulating  the 
granting  of  augmentations  to  the  clergy  of 
Scotland,  is  a  proposition  generally  ac- 
ceded to,  and  nothing  can  be  more  easy 
than  the  introduction  of  a  clause,  quieting 
those  in  the  possessing  of  their  augmenta- 
tions, who  have  obtained  them  within  the 
last  five  years. — I  think  it  fortunate  too, 
that  the  interest  of  the  clergyman,  the 
respondent  at  your  Idps'  bar,  cannot  be 
materially  injured.  It  is  more  than  fifteen 
years  since  he  obtained  his  last  augmen- 
tation ;  and  though  it  may  not  be  regular 
to  allude  to  any  intended  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture, still  it  is  perfectly  known  to  the  pub- 
lic, that  the  legislative  measure,  which 
may  probably  be  adopted,  will  not  pre- 
clude this  reverend  gentleman  from  thj- 
mediately  coming  before  the  court,  to  obi- 
tain  that  augmentation  for  which  he  is  a 
suit(»r  at  your"  bar.-rit  now  only  remains 
for  me  to  apologize  to  your  Idps  for  hav- 
ing so  long  occupied  your  attention  ;  and 
to  read  the  judgment  which  naturally 
flows  from  the  principles  I  have  endea- 
voured to  establish :  ^*  In  respect  it  sppears 

Digitized  by  VcjOOQlC 


473] 


PARL  DEBATES,  May  20,  IfiOS— itfr.  Palma^s  Qam. 


[474 


to  this  honse,  that,  by  the  act  1707,  c.  9, 
no  powers  are  given  to  the  court  of  session, 
as  a  cpmmission  of  teinds,  for  augmenting 
or  HMklifying  stipends  out  of  teinds  held ' 
by  the  titular  under  an  heritable  right,  or 
purchased  from  the  titular  by  the  heritors 
m  terms  of  the  decreet  arbitral  of  Charles 
.1,  confirmed  by  parliament,  others  than 
those  given  to  the  commissioners  appoint- 
ed by  act  1635,  c.  19;  and  that  the  said 
commissioners,  under  the  act  last  men- 
tioned, had  no  powers  out  of  teinds  of  the 
above  description,  to  augment  any  stipend 
which  had  once  been  modified  by  them  or 
by  any  former  commission,  'and  did  not 
fall  short  of  eight  hundred  merks ;  and  in 
respect  it  further  appears,  on  examination 
of  the  records  of  this  house,  that  no  judg- 
ment was  pronounced  by  this  house,  de- 
claring the  powers  of  the  court  of  session 
to  reaugment  stipends,  and  review  the  de- 
crees of  augmentation  pronounced  by  them- 
felves  or  by  former  commissioners,  as  is 
found  by  the  interlocutor  complained  of; 
therefore,  it  being  admitted  that  the  sti- 
pend of  the  respondent  was  modified  and 
augmented  in  1793,  and  that  the  tythes 
of  the  appellant  are  tythes  acquired  by 
purchase  from  the  titular ;  it  is  ordered 
and  adjudged  that  the  interlocutor  com- 
plained of  be  reversed." 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  at  considerable 
length,  contended,  that  the  usage  upon 
this  point,  in  favour  of  a  second  augmen- 
tation, 6ught  not  to  be  disturbed,  and  was 
of  opinion  that  the  interlocutor  ought  to 
be  affirmed  with  some  alteration. — ^After  a 
few  observations  in  reply  from  the  earl  of 
Lauderdale,  the  motion  was  negatived,  and 
the  interlocutor  of  the  Cotirt  of  Session 
affirmed* 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  May  20. 

[Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.]  The  house 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  committee, 
Mr.  Fuller  in  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Lcihbridpe  movtd,  ''That  the  chair- 
man be  directed  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  secure  to  Mr.  Palmer  his  future 
per-centage  on  the  net  encreased  Revenue 
of  the  Post  Office,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  his  Appointment  in  17»9." 

Mr.  Bankes  Wished  to  know  from  the 
hon.  gent,  whether  the  present  Bill  was  to 
embrace  all  the  compensation  ?  If  it  was 
not  so,  he  confessed  he  should  be  dis- 
posed to  object  to  any  plan  that  would 
'take  firom  the  otheir  boose  its  right  of  inter- 


ference; for  if  this  was  not  to  be  the 
only  measure,  and  if  another  was  to  be 
comprehended  in  a  mere  Grant  of  that 
house,  the  other  branch  of  the  leffisla- 
ture  would  be,  he  thought,  unfairly 
deprived  of  their  right  of  deciding  upon 
the  merits  of  that  Agreement.  He  was 
of  opinion,  therefore,  that  it  would  be 
desirable  that  the  entire  amount  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  Claims  should  not  be  divided, 
but  comprehended  in  one  bill.  He 
wished  to  know  firom  the  hon.  gent,  how 
far  he  concurred  with  him  in  the  view  he 
had  taken  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Ltthbridge  replied,  that  it  certainly 
was  not  his  intention  to  incorporate  the 
arrears  due  to  Mr.  Palmer  with  the  grant 
of  per-centage,  to  be  authorized  by  the 
Bill  for  which  he  had  moved.'  He  con- 
ceived, that  the  proper  way  of  providing 
for  the  arrears  of  the  per-centage  would 
be  by  a  vote  of  the  house  in  the  committee 
of  supply. 

Mr.  Bankes  wished  to  know  out  of  what 
fund  it  was  proposed  to  take  these  arrears. 

Mr.  Ltthbridge  replied,  that  that  would 
be  for  the  house  itself  to  determine  when- 
ever it  should  regularly  come  before  it; 
but  if  he  might  hazard  a  conjecture,  he 
should  be  inclined  to  think,  that  the  Post 
Office  Revenues,  which  had  been  so  consi- 
derably benefited  by  Mr.  Palmer's  inven*- 
tion,  would  be  the  nttest  source  to  draw 
upon,  for  whatever  further  compensation 
it  might  be  deemed  necessary  to  remune- 
rate him  with. 

Mr.  Banke$  then  said,  that  certainly  if 
the  house  still  considered  the  original 
Agreement  as  valid  and  binding,  the  Ar- 
rears could  only  be  taken  out  of  that  re* 
venue  :  now,  that  revenue  was  yearly  car- 
ried to  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  there- 
fore out  of  that  fund  the  arrears  must  in 
fact  be  taken.  But  he  believed  that  that 
could  only  be  done  by  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, and  not  by  a  vote  of  the  house.  He 
might  quote  many  precedents  in  support 
of  this  opinion,  and  indeed  there  was  even 
one  in  the  present  session,  namely,  the 
pension  to  lord  Lake,  which  was  granted 
both  retrospectively  and  pre jj{  ectively, ' 
and  part  of  which  was  in  fact  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  debt  or  arrears  from  1803. 
This,  mode,  then,  was  not  only  supported 
by  precedent,  but  was  also  important  in 
another  point  of  view,  as  affording  the 
other  house  of  parliament,  possessed  of  co« 
ordinate  powers,  an  opportunity  of  inves- 
tigating the  whole  Claims  of  Mr.  Palmer, 
and  thus  reviewing  the  subject,  and  per<* 
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haps  correction  the  ophiions  of  this  heuse. 
This  he  conceived  was  much  preferable  to 
n  simple  vote  of  tlie  Ajrears  in  tikis  house ; 
ajid  upon  looking  back  to  the  Journals,  he 
had  observed  that  the  lords  had  in  a  vari^ 
ety  of  instances  corrected  the  too  profofie* 
liberality  of  the  commons  in  granting  to 
individuals  on  the  score  of  ojscoveries. 
Here  the  hon.  member  mentioned  several 
instances  of  this  sort,  and  concluded  by 
moving,  that  the  wond  <'  future''  be  left 
out  in  the  motion,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  whole  CLaiois  submitted  to  the 
lords. 

Mr.  Marryat  opposed  the  remuneration 
akogether.  He  thought  Mr.  Palmer,  bf 
fais  own  misconduct,  had  violate  the 
principles  of  his  Agreement,  and  forfeited 
his  claim  to  the  remuneratbn.  Justice 
ivas  always  repeesented  with  a  scale  in  one 
band  and  a  sword  jn  the  other.  He  never 
could  dive^  that  f^dess.of  her  attributes, 
or  think  that  reward  should  take  the  place 
jof  punishment. 

The  quiMioB  being  loudly  called  for, 
the  committee  divided,  when  there  ap- 
fiMured, 

For  the  original  Moticm       .     -     os 

For  Mr.  Bankes's  Amendment  -    21 
Majority  for  the  original  Mot4on*^'42 

While  strangeiV  were  excluded,  we  un- 
derstand the  Speaker,  in  a  short  but  im- 
pressive speech,  supported  the  claims  of 
Mr.  Palmaer  with  his  wonted  predsion  and 
dbilitv.  On  the  re^admission  ^  strangers, 
Mr.  Fuller,  as  chairman  of  the  committee, 
put  from  the  chair  ^  original  resolution, 
moved  by  Mr.  Lethbridge,  which  was 
«greed  to  ;  and  on  the  house  being  re- 
•umed,  Mr.  Fuller  moved  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  the  said  Bill. 

[Expedition  to  the  Dardanelles.]  Mr. 
Taylor  rose  to  move  his  promised  Resolu- 
tions respecting  the  Expedition  to  the 
Dardanelles,  but  from  the  manner  in  which 
his  speech  was  delivered,  it  was  impos- 
sible, with  the  utmost  attention,  to  catch 
more  of  it  thai^  suffices  for  a  mere  sum- 
mary. He  began  by  observing,  that  from 
the  piU>lic  notice  which  this  Expedition, 
with  all  the  circumstances  connected  with 
It,  had  excited,  it  was  necessary  that  some 
inquiry  should  be  instituted  concerning  it, 
a  miag  equally  due  to  those  who  had  plan- 
Bed  it,  and  those  to  whom  the  execution 
had  been  entrusted.  He  stated,  ^ait  be- 
fore he  had  seen  these  Papers,  he  was  ra- 
ther inclined  to  think  favourably  at  least 
of  the  object  of  the  expedition  ;  but  he 
waa  iMHT  of  opinion  {^  it  was  founded 


neither  in  justjoe  nor  pplicy.  In  order  to 
prove  th#  injustice  of  the  Expedition,  h^ 
entered  upo^  the  consideration  of  the  na- 
ture of  ^  connection  between  this  coun? 
try  and  the  Porte,  and  said,  that  the  only 
ground  we  had  for  ii^terference,  was,  th^ 
treaties  of  1798,  betw^een  Russia,  England, 
aad  the  Porte,  the  obligation  of  which 
treaties  had  become  void  by  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  after  which  ^y  right  we  or  th^ 
Russians  had  to  sail  in  the  iWkish  sea^ 
ceased.  The  Russians  had  only  acquire^ 
a  right  to  ^aw  from  the  Black  Sea  in  single 
ships,  f[x  the  purpose  of  throwing  supplier 
into  the  lo^iAB  republic,  which  right  wa# 
to  be  at  a^  end  when  that  republic  should 
be  settled,  aud  it  did  end  when  the  whole 
fell  into  the  power  of  j^qnap^rte  ;  and  he 
contend!e4>  that  our  pe^pociaJMons  to  recoa- 
cile  the  Pofte  and  Ru^a,  pttght  to  have  been 
carried  op  at  Petersburg^  rather  th^atCof^ 
staotinople,  the  Rnssiaiis  ha^iog  been  the 
aggressors.  The  hon.  gent,  then  proceeded 
to  Qonsider  the  policy  of  the  Expedition, 
and  jgoatnl^iQed  that  it  was  eiptreuuely  un- 
wise, for  9»Y  trkS!vf^  object,  to  alienate 
firom  us  the  minds  of  the  Turks,  who  had 
been  extremely  well  disposed  to  us.  In 
order  to  prove  that  this  was  the  case,  he 
Dead  a  variety  of  documents,  proving  the 
^vourable  disposition  of  the  Turks,  Ma- 
malukes,  and  Arabs,  ip  Egypt,  and  through- 
out the  Ottoman  empire;  observing  at 
the  same  time,  that  the  persons  at  the 
bead  of  the  Turkish  government  were  no 
leas  &vowably  disposed  towards  us  thfio 
the  people.  He  also  found  fault  with  the 
way  in  which  the  orders  for  the  execution 
of  this  enterprise  had  been  arranged.  By 
passing  the  Dardanelles,  which  we  had  n^ 
right  to  do,  we  had  commenced  hostilities 
before  negotiation.  The  ambassador  had 
been  unwisely  trusted  with  too  much  dis- 
cretionary power.  The  attack  on  the 
Turkish  ships  was  an  useless  object ;  the 
number  of  ships  was  not  equal  to  the  en- 
terprise ;  and  lord  Collingwood  ought  to 
have  been  allowed  to  choose  any  officer 
he  pleased,  to  conduct  the  Expedition. 
With  respect  to  the  expedition  to  Alexan- 
dria, he  had  not  been  si>le  to  see  its  object 
and  policy,  and  it  had  been  so  mismanaged 
as  to  bring  dishonour  upon  the  British 
arms.  Tlie  hon.  gent,  read  a  variety  of 
documents  in  support  of  his  argument,  and 
concluded  by  moving  four  Resolutions, 
the  first  of  which  was  as  iollows,  vis« 
"  That  his  majesty's  fleet,  under  the  com- 
mand of  sir  J.  Duckworth,  appeai*ed  in  the 
vidftity  of  jCoottaatioDple,  .cwx  thft  SQtb  Qf 
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would  perceiTe^  that  so  far  hottt  the  £x]»e^ 
dition  to  Condtantinople  arising  out  of  vtyf 
such  regulation  from  the  court  of  Peters- 
burgh  as  that  allodcK)  to,  it  originated  m 
the  negoctation  that  Was  carried  on  b]f 
Mr.  Arbuthnot  at  Constantinople  itself^ 
He  did  not  meaft  to  follow  the  hon.  moi^tf 
of  the  present  question  at  any  great  lengthy 
because  without  meaning  ^Eny  disrespect 
to  him,  he  did  not  think  that  there  was  li 
man  in  the  house  who  would  adopt  %h% 
line  of  argument  pursded  by  the  hon.  gen^ 
The  right  of  interference  between  Russia 
and  Turkey,  which  G.  Britain  possessed,  wad 
indisputable.  Both  the  treaty  of  1799^ 
and  that  which  followed  the  peace  of  Jas* 
sy,  had  for  their  object  to  connect  in^oncr 
bond  of  union  the  three  countries.  Bf 
the  Contention  entered  into  between  Rus« 
sia  and  Turkey,  on  the  2 1  st  of  March,  1 800y 
the  passage  ot  the  Bosphoras,  with  troops^ 
military  stores,  &c.  was  reciprbcaHy  so* 
cured  to  each  power.  *  When,  theife^e^ 
this  Convention  was  violated  on  the  part 
of  the  Ottoman  Pone,  was  it  necessary  tor 
pomt  out  the  policy  which  induced  the 
British  government  to  maintain  the  righti 
and  interests  of  Russia  unjustly  attacked  ? 
In  doing  so^  the  late  administration  had 
only  followed  up  the  line  of  conduct  pur- 
sued for  a  long  course  of  years  by  their 
predecessors,  who  had  thought,  that  it  was 
the  interest  of  G.  Britain  to  support  and 
extend  her  connection  with  Russia.  That 
Che  government  immediately  preceding 
the  last  were  unequivocally  of  this  opinion. 
Was  evident  from  the  three  documents  ttf 
that  effect  upon  the  table.  Thirty  docu-' 
ments  instead  of  three  might  have  been 
laid  on  the  table  to  prot6  thiSi  btt,  doubt** 
less,  it  was  conceived  by  his  maJMty'd 
present  ministers  that  those  produced 
were  amply  sufficient. — Passing  ove*  the 
deposition  of  the  Hospodars,  the  repre*» 
sentations  made  by  Mr.  Arbuthnot  6f 
the  growing  influence  of  France  in  Turkey, 
&c.  he  would  call  the  particular  atten* 
tion  of  the  house  to  the  Note  from 
Sebastiani,  the  French  minister,  which 
the  hon.  gent,  had  said  appeared  to 
him  to  contain  much  solid  reasoning  and 
nothing  objectionable.  That  it  contained 
nothing  objectionable  to  a  French  ear,  he 
did  not  doubt,  bfit  that  a  member  of  th« 
British  parliament  should  express  himself 
in  such  a  manner  with  respect  to  it,  was  a 
circumstance  that  he  confessed  he  coyrkl 
not  have  believed  had  he  not  vritnessed  it^ 
This  note  was  full  of  the  violence  and  in« 
science  which  aboUnded  in  the  numerovit 


Feb.  1807,  and  after  having  remained 
there  for  ten  days,  retired  without  effecting 
any  important  object'*  The  other  Reso- 
lutions went  to  express  a  sense  which  the 
house  entertained  of  the  disgrace  that  the 
disastrous  result  of  the  Expedition  reflected 
on  the  honour  and  character  of  his  ma^ 
jesty's  fu-ms. — On  the  first  Resohition  be- 
ing put, 

Mr.  T.  GrenviUe  expressed  the  satisfac- 
tion which  he  felt,  after  such  repeated  de-^ 
lays,  in  at  length  finding  the  motion  sub- 
stantially before  the  house,  and  in  such  a 
shape  as  to  render  it  tangible.  Far  was  he 
from  complaining  of  tbe  institution  of  in- 
quiries of  this  nature.  On  the  contrary, 
be  deemed  it  most  desirable,  that  those  men 
who  had  exercised  public  functions  should 
be  called  upon,  in  the  face  of  the  house 
and  the  country,  to  account  for  their  con- 
duct. More  particularly  were  he  and  his 
colleagues  gratified  by  the  institution  of 
the  present  enquiry,  which  would  ehable 
them  to  remove  any  un^vourable  impres- 
sion with  respect  to  their  conduct  m  this 
aflair,  if  such  impression  existed,  although 
if  it  did,  he  was  at  a  loss  how  to  conceive 
in  what  it  could  have  originated.  As  well 
as  he  could  understand  his  majesty's  pre- 
sent ministers,  they  had  expressly  disclaim- 
ed any  participation  in  the  institution  of 
this  enquiry,  still,  howc^rer,  thinking  it 
their  duty  to  consent  to  it,  and  to  allow  of 
the  production  of  the  papers  on  which  it 
was  to  be  founded.  All  this  Was  right 
and  judicious  enough.  If  he  had  any  com- 
plaint a^inst  them,  it  was,  that  although 
they  had  never  themselves  asked  for  or 
appeared  to  warrant  an  enquiry,  they  had 
repeatedly,  by  insinuations  and  collateral 
arguments,  endeavoured  to  produce  a  feel- 
ing against  his  majesty's  late  government, 
which  it  was  impossible  that  at  the  time 
they  could  combat.  Fie  allude  particu- 
larly to  the -observations  of  the  right  hon. 
secretary  of  state  for  the  foreign  depart- 
ment, who,  in  a  moment,  certainly  not  of 
deliberation,  but  of  violence  and  impetuo- 
sity, had  accused  the  late  administration 
of  conduct,  of  which  the  oflicial  documents 
in  his  possession  must  have  convinced  him 
that  they  were  innocent.  That  right  hon. 
gent,  had  complained  that  his  majesty's 
~  late  government,  at  the  requisition  of  the 
court  of  Petersburgh,  made  a  diversion  in 
the  south  of  Europe,  with  ships  without 
troops,  when  that  requisition  was  for  both 
ships  and  troops.  No  argument  was  ne- 
cessary on  this  occasion.  Let  the  house 
look  at  the  papers  on  the  table,  and  they 
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compositions  of  French  diplomacy.  The 
writer  declared,  "  that  if  in  the  difficult 
circumstances  of  the  times,  the  Ottoman 
Porte  did  not  form  the  decision  which  her 
interests  required,  he  should  have  ere  long 
to  lamejit  her  fate.'*  He  stated  that  ''  he 
had  received  positive  orders  from  the  em- 
peror, that  the  Bosphorus  should  he  shut 
against  all  Russian  ships  of  war  and  all 
Russian  vessels  carrying  military  stores, 
^c.*'  and  this  at  a  tune  when  Sebastiani 
must  have  well  known  that  Russia  had  a 
right  by  treaty  to  send  what  ships  she 
pleased  through  the  Bosphorus.  In  a  sue- 
V^eding  paragraph  of  the  note  it  was'ob- 
served,  "  that  that  passage  could  not  be 
opened  to  the  Russians  by  the  Turks  with- 
out committing  an  act  of  hostility  against 
France,  and  giving  to  Napoleon  the  Great 
the  right  of  marching  troops  over  the  ter- 
ritory of  Turkey,  that  he  might  combat  the 
Russians  on  the  banks  of  the  Dniester." 
Was  all  this  unobjectionable  ?  Then  fol- 
lowed an  intimation  that  a  declaration  of 
war  by  France  would  be  the  consequence 
should  the  Ottpman  Porte  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  the  representations  of  the  French  mi- 
nister. *'  His  majesty  the  emperor,"  said 
he,  "  has  a  large  army  in  Dalmatia,  assem- 
bled Uiere  for  the  detence  of  Turkey  ;  but 
unless  all  ambiguity  is  removed,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  Ottoman  Porte  proves  that 
she  is  not  inclined  to  favour  the  cause 
of  Russia  and  England,  that  army  will 
be  used  for  the  directly  opposite  pur- 
pose y*  an  immediate  and  categorical  an- 
swer was  required  to  this  demand. — Ha- 
ving said  so  much  on  this  Note,  he  would 
now  advert  to  the  excellent  commentary 
upon  it,  contained  in  lord  Howick's  dis- 
patches to  Mr.  Arbuthuot,  of  the  14th 
and  20th  of  Nov. ;  by  which  dispatches 
it  must  be  evident  to  the  house,  that 
the  accusation  preferred  by  the  hon.  gent, 
against,  the  late  government,  as  enter- 
Uuning  a  hostile  feeling  towards  Turkey, 
was  groundless.     In  the  Brst  of  these  dis* 

E Itches,  dated  the  14th  of  Nov.  lord 
owick  directed  that  every  practicable 
mode  of  amicable  remonstrance  should  be 
'nsed  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to 
recall  the  Ottoman  Porte  to  a  better  line 
of  policy.  Mr.  Arbuthnot  was  instructed 
in  xhat  dispatch  from  lord  Howick,  to  ac- 
quaint the  Turkish  government,  that  if 
they  would  let  the  Russian  ships  pass,  all 
appearance  .of  hostility  should  cease  on 
the  part  of  G.  Briuin.— The  right  hon. 
gent,  then  proceeded  to  shew,  that  Mr. 
Arbuthnot  had  written  to  lord  CoUingwood 


and  lord  Howick,  stating  how  desirable  it 
was  to  send  a  force  to  the  Dardanelles  to 
support  his  negociation  with  the  Porte. 
Sir  T.  Louis  had  in  consequence  been  dis- 
patched with  three  sail  of  the  line  by  lord 
CoUingwood,  and  the  intelligence  of  that 
proceeding  had  been  received  in  this 
country  at  the  time  whsn  his  majesty's 
late  ministers  were  considering  the  pro- 
priety of  sending  a  naval  force  to  that 
quarter.  They  instantly  approved  of  what 
had  been  done  by  that  gallant  admiral,  ' 
and  measures  were  taken  for  dispatching, 
a  larger  force  on  that ,  service.  Some 
comments  had  been  made  on  the  nature 
of  that  force,  but  the  house  would  judge 
of  its  sufficiency  from  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Arbuthnot  on  the  2dth  Sept.  that  it 
was  impossible  for  the  Porte  to  withdraw 
its  fleet  to  a  place  of  safety.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  all  naval  men  with  whom  he 
had  conversed  upon  the  subject,  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  passing  the  Dar- 
danelles. He  asked,  therefore,  as  this  was 
a  new  expedition,  what  could  the  govern- 
mentMo  but  collect  all  the  authentic  in- 
formation they  could  from  professional 
persons  and  others,  upon  which  to  act  ? 
It  was  expected,  too,  that  assistance  would 
have  been  afforded  by  the  Russian  fleet ; 
and  that  such  expectation  was  not  ill 
founded  was  evident  from  the  circum- 
stance of  eight  sail  of  the  line/of  that  fleet 
having  joined  Adiniral  Duckworth  four 
days  after  he  had  repassed  the  Darda- 
delles,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  co-ope- 
rating against  the  Turks. — ^As  to  the  delay 
that  had  been  charged  upon  the  late  go- 
vernment in  sending  out  a  force,  that  was 
not  imputable  to  the  councils  of  his  majes- 
ty's ministers.  On  the  9th  of  Nov.  they 
received  the  information  which  led  them 
to  send  out  that  naval  force,  and  on  the 
22d  of  that  month  six  sail  of  the  line 
were  completely  equipped  for  the  rein- 
forcement of  lord  Collingwood's  fleet, 
though,  unfortunately,  from  the  state  of 
the  weather,  they  could  not  sajl  for  six 
weeks.  As  to  the  employment  of  troops, 
the  question  was,  whether  any  could  have 
been  sent  out  in  time  to  accomplish  the 
object  in  view,  namely  to  attack  the  cas- 
tles at  the  Dardanelles,  before  they  should 
be  able  to  place  themselves  in  a  state  of 
defence.  Mr.  Arbuthnot  represented  the 
works  as  in  a  state  of  progressive  and 
daily  improvement  on  the  whole  line  of 
the  Bosphorus ;  and  as  the  application  for 
troops  should  come  through  lord  Colling-  < 
wood  off  Cadiz  to  this  country^  it  would 
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faave  been  the  middle  of  April  before  the 
troops  could  have  arrived  at  their  desti- 
nation, when  the  works  would  have  been 
completely  secured  against  attack.  No 
naval  man  with  whom  he.  had  consulted, 
either  before,  or  pending,  or  since  the  ex- 
pedition, was  of  opinion  that  any  troops 
were  necessary  for  passing  the  Dardanelles. 
It  was  a  desperate  service  to  attack  a  bat- 
tery, but  the  bravery  of  British  seamen 
made  them  despise  the  danger  of  passing 
batteries.  But  when  gentlemen  talked  of 
troops,  did  they  mean  that  an  army  of 
W,000  men,  or  only  a  detachment  of  4 
or  5000,  should  have  been  employed  on 
the  occasion  ?  The  former  could  not  be 
spared,  and  it  would  have  been  imprudent 
and  unavailing  to  risk  the  latter  in  an 
operation  within  fifty  miles  of  Constanti- 
nople, where  200,000,  not  men,  but  sol- 
diers, were  collected  to  march  against  the 
Russians. — He  came,  then,  to  the  Resolu- 
tion respecting  the  expedition  to  Alexan- 
dria, and  if  he  had  not  heard  the  manner 
in  which  the  hon.  gent,  had  brought  that 
forward  as  a  matter  of  charge  against  the 
late  govermnent,  he  should  l^ve  supposed 
that  his  object  was  to  found  upon  it  a  cen- 
sure of  the  present  ministers.  There  were 
.upon  the  table  the  instructions  sent  out 
by  lord  Howick  to  general  Pox,  direct- 
ing that  he.  shouM  not  give  orders  for  the 
embarkation  jQf  the  troops  till  the  actual 
xommencemeHt  of  hostilities  with  the 
Porte;  and  sir  John  Duckworth  w^  in- 
structed to  dispatch  immediately  upon 
that  event  taking  place,  a  fast  saiUng  ves- 
sel with  the  inteiligence  to. general  Fox, 
in  order  that  he  should,  upon  receiving  it, 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
embarkation  of  the  troops.  The  object  of 
this  Expedition  was  the.  capture  of  Alexan- 
dria, and  not  the  conquest  of  Egypt.  It  was 
intended  to  secure  Alexandria,  and  conse- 
quently Egypt  firom  falling  again,  into  the 
hands  of  the  French,  and  to  afford  protec- 
tion and  encouragement  to  any  party 
there  might  be  in  the  country,  favourably 
disposed  to  the  British,  interests.  The 
capture  of  Alexandria  was,  therefore,  an 
act  of  effectual  warfare.  But,  was  it 
nue^mt  to  be  said  or  implied,  that  because 
the  Expedition  against  Rosetta  had  been 
wifortunate,  that  was  to  be  charged  upon 
the  planners  of  the  Expedition  which  Lad 
Jbeen  successful  ?  He  did  not  mean  to  go 
more  minutely  into  this  case  than  was 
absolutely  necessary,  and  he  should  regu- 
late what  he  had  to  say  upon  it  with  all 
$)ie  delicacy  that  was  dut  to  the  officers 
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of  the  army.  He  must  however  say,  that 
the  keeping  of  Alexandria,  or  the  final 
evacuation  of  that  city,  was  not  afiected 
by  the  difnculty  of  procuring  provisions, 
without  the  possession  of  Rosetta.  He, 
had  no  ofiiciai  documents  upon  this  ques* 
tiori,  but  he*  had  the  authority  of  the  most 
respectable  naval  and  military  men  who 
had^served  there,  to  say,  that  so  far  from 
Alexandria  having  been  in  want  of  provi- 
sions, rice  and  corn  were  allowed  to  be 
exported  to  the  Greek  Islands  in  the 
months  of  June,  July  and  August,  up  to 
the  period  of  the  evacuation.  And  this  ex- 
portation was  allowed,  afler  reserving  one 
year's  rice,  and  six  months  wheat  for  the 
inhabitants,  as  well  as  six  months  provi- 
sions for  the  army.  Besides,  with  the 
great  naval  force  we  had  alon^  the  coast 
of  Egypt,  we  might  have  supplied  Alexan- 
dria from  the  Greek  Islands,  even  though 
all  supply  from  t|ie  interior  was  cut  off. 
If  any  blame  was  imputable^  it  was  to  the 
present  ministers  who  had  given  up  Aless- 
andria, at  a  time  when  they  were  endea- 
vouring to  open  a  negoclation  with  the 
Porte,  m  which  the  evacuation  of  that  city 
might  have  been  looked  upon  as  a  conces* 
sion  to  influence  the  Porte  in  our  favour, 
and  withdraw  that  power  from  the  influ- 
ence of  France.  It  might  be  said,  per- 
haps, that  the  city  had  been  evacuated,  in  ' 
oroer  to  set  free  that  portion  of  our  mili- 
tary force  which  foimed  its  garrison,  and 
if  they  had  been  employed  in  any  profita- 
ble operation  since,  that  might  be  a  justi- 
fication. But  they  arrived  at  Syracuse 
from  Alexandria ;  on  the  25th  of  Nov.  at 
Gibraltar ;  and  on  the  2&th  of  Dec.  iji 
England,  where  they  found  that  eight  days 
before  10,000  troops  had  left  England  to 
look  at  Ceuta ;  he  wished  it  had  been  to 
look  into  it.  The  right  hon.  gent,  then 
briefly  recapitulated  the  points  which  he 
had  endeavoured  to  establish,  and  con- 
cluded by  asserting,  that,  upon  a  review 
of  all  the  measures  to  which  the  papers  on 
the  table  referred,  there  was  not  one  act 
whicl^  he  would  not  again  resort  to  under 
the  same  circumstances. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ckmning  had  listened  with 
great  attention  to  the  statement  which  the 
right  hon.  gent,  had  made  in  defence  of 
himself  and  his  colleagues,  and  could  not 
help  being  surpri^d  at  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  kept  to  the  declaration  which 
he  had  made  at  the  outset,  that  he  would 
discard  from  his  mind  every  idea  of  justi- 
fication by  recrimination.  The  right  hon. 
sjent.  had  very  properly,  in  his  division  of 
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the  question^  considered  it  m  a  political 
and  military  view,  the  former  of  which  he 
had  defended  by  the  example  of  the  pre- 
decessors of  the  late  ministers,  and  the 
latter  he  had  vindicated  by  a  comparison 
with  the  measures  of  their  successors.  He 
did  not,  however,  mean  to  impute  any 
blame  to  the  right  hon.  gent,  for  having 
departed  from  the  declaration  with  which 
he  had  set  out.  The  right  hon.  gent,  was, 
undoubtedly,  warranted  in  his  wish  to  hear 
the  opinion  of  some  of  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters upon  this  subject.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  had  justified  his  own  and  his  col- 
leagues' conduct  towards  the  Porte  upon 
subsisting  treaties,  and  particularly  that  of 
the  triple  alliancCi  and  upon  these  he 
grounded  the  right  of  interference  by  an 
armed  mediation.  If  any  gentleman  would 
but  look  into  the  treaty  itself,  he  would 
perceive  that  the  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  could  not  be  sustained.  The 
triple  alliance  treaty  had  been  concluded 
in  1798,  and  had  reference  to  the  situation 
and  existing  circumstances  of  the  contract- 
mgparties,  all  equally  at  war  with  Fi-ance 
at  that  period.  Tl^e  treaty  had  in  it  a  sti- 
pulation, limiting  its  operation  to  eight 
•years,  after  which  it  was  to  undergo  a 
revision,  and  such  alteration  as  the  respec- 
tive circumstances  of  the  different  countries 
might  then  render  necessary  ;  and  that 
the  treaty  had  been  understood,  even  in 
this  country,  to  have  reference  to  the  ex- 
isting situation  of  the  contracting  parties, 
'  he  believed  that  proofs  were  not  wanting. 
The  preamble  of  the  treaty  expressly 
stated  these  circumstances  to  which  it  ap- 
•plied;  and  could  the  right  hon.  gent, 
mean  to  assert,  that  a  treaty  negotiated 
with  a  view  to  existing  hostilities  in  which 
all  the  parties  were  engaged,  and  followed, 
not  by  a  joint  peace,  but  by  separate  pa- 
cifications of  each  of  these  parties,  must 
necessarily  survive  ?  Or,  did  he  mean  to 
•ay,  that  had  it  terminated  with  the  war,  it 
was  necessarily  to  be  revived  on  the  re- 
newal of  another  war,  into  which  any 
of  the  parties  might  afterwards  enter  ? 
If  that  were  his  view,  it  was  contradicted 
by  the  facts;  because  that  had  not 
been  the  understanding  of  any  of  the 
parties,  nor  had  the  treaty  ever  been 
so  acted  upon.  Great  Britain  renewed 
the  war  with  France  in  18Q3,  but  did 
.Russia  or  did  Turkey  then  go  to  war  ?  The  / 
right  hon.  gent,  saidf,  that  the  treaty  con- 
tinues! during  the  peace  ;  but  had  G.  Bri- 
tain called  upon  either  Russia  or  the  Porte 
to  join  her  in  the  war  ?  Did  the  right  hon. 


gent  therefore,  mean  to  say,  that  this 
treaty,  so  concluded  with  reference  to  ex- 
isting circumstances,  sunk  under  the 
peace,  and  rose  again,  not  at  once  but  at 
three  different  times,  and  in  three  different 
parts  ?  If  they  looked  -  into  the  body  of 
the  treaty,  they  would  find  no  better  sup- 
port for  the  argument  of  the  right  hon. 
gent.  The  treaty  contained  a  stipulation 
guaranteeing  the  integrity  of  the  Turkish 
dominions,  as  they  were  previous  to  the 
invasion  of  Egypt  by  the  French.  On 
this  treaty  the  late  ministers  justified  their 
measures  for  the  conservation  of  Egypt  by ' 
the  capture  of  Alexandria.  He  would  not 
deny  that  there  might  be  cases  in  which  it 
would  be  justifiable  to  make  war  upon  a 
power  that  was  in  alliance  before.  He 
would  not  pretend  to  deny  that  we  might 
have  had  a  right  to  call  upon  Turkey  to 
fulfil  the  defensive  alliance  with  us  :  but 
then,  after  the  lapses  and  laches  which 
had  taken  place,  we  had  no  right  to  call 
upon  this  power  for  the  fiilfilment  of  that 
treaty.  The  riffht  hon.  gent,  had  asserted, 
that  the  refusal  of  tlie  passage  of  the  Dar- 
danelles to  the  Russians  had  given  to  this 
country  a  right  to  assume  an  armed  medi- 
ation ;  but  as  the  passage  was  given  by  a 
subsequent  convention,  to  which  this  coun- 
try was  not  a  party,  we  had  no  right,  in 
virtue  of  an  anterior  treaty,  to  insist  upon 
the  fulfilment  of  that  convention  to  which 
we  were  not  a  party  ;  at  least  no  writer 
upon  the  law  of  nations  'that  he  had  ev^ 
read,  had  laid  down  such  a  doctrine.  He 
admitted  that  the  late  ministers  had  shewn  a 
disposition  to  conciliate  Russia.  But,  how- 
ever desirable  it  might  be  to  make  Rus3ia 
believe  we  did  not  suspect  her  design  upon 
the  Porte,  we  should  not  precipitate  our- 
selves into  hostilities  with  Turkey,  so  com- 
menced and  so  conducted  as  the  war  had 
been  begun  and  conducted  by  the  late 
ministers.  When  we  did  interfere,  it 
ought  to  have  been  done  in  a  manner 
that  would  not  have  given  the  Porte  rea- 
son to  suspect  the  sincerity  of  our  views, 
nor  Russia  a  right  to  charge  us  with  not 
having  interfered  as  we  ought ;  and  she 
must  have  expected  we  should  not  •  com- 
mence an  interference  by  an  expedition 
for  our  own  advantage.  He  had  not  been 
in  the  house  when  the  right  hon.  gent.  * 
began  his  speech,  but  he  understood  the 
right  hon.  gent,  to  have  said,  that  no  de- 
mand had  been  made  by  Russia  for.troops^ 
but  he  could  assure  the  right  hon.  gent, 
that  a  demand  had  been  transmitted  from 
St,  Petersburg  for  a  considerable  body  of 
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troops ;  so  that  this  was  not  so  novel  a  part 
of  the  question  as  the  right  hon.  gent,  re- 
presented. The  right  hon.  gent,  had  com- 
mented upon  a  note  of  M.  Sebastiani,  and 
the  dispatches  of  lord  Howick.  He  could 
not  be  suspected  of  being  partial  to  the 
productions  of  the  enemy,  but  certainly 
no  one  could  read  lord  Howick's  dis- 
patchesy  without  perceiving  that  he  went 
great  lengths  to  direct  an  armed  inter- 
ference to  defeat  the  ascendancy  of  French 
counsels  at  the  Porte.  Notwithstanding 
the  declaration  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
that  he  would  abstain  from  recrimination, 
he  had  done  upon  this^  as  had  been  inva- 
riably done  upon  every  other  occasion 
when  this  matter  was  mentioned  in  that 
house — ^made  it  the  ground  of  condem- 
nation against  the  present  government. 
The  interference  at  Copenhagen  was  not 
more  decisive  in  principle  than  this  was. 
Here  a  force  was  sent  to  bombard  the  ca- 
pital, not  of  a  neutral,  but  of  an  ally ;  to 
bum  the  capital  of  a  power  whom  we  had 
taken  an  oath  to  protect.  If  you  wish  for 
war,  enter  into  a  definitive  alliance  ;  if 
you  want  to  strip  a  power  of  part  of  its 
territories,  enter  into  a  stipulation  to  gua- 
rantee the  inte^ity  of  its  possessions  ! 
Here  was  the  aftair  at  Copenhagen  justi- 
fied ;  in  this  had  the  present  ministers  an 
acquittal  from  all  the  charges  that  had 
been  made  upon  them  with  respect  to  that 
Expedition.  If  they  could  only  be  able 
to  lay  upon  the  table  a  copy  of  a  treaty  of 
defensive  alliance  with  Denmark,  the  cases 
would  be  parallel,  except  that  the  Danish 
expedition  was  crowned  with  success, 
whilst  the  other  was  attended  with  defeat 
and  disgrace;  the  calculation  of  the  pro- 
portion between  the  means  and  the  end 
being  such  as  only  to  secure  discomtiture. 
— ^The  right  hon.  secretary  then  proceeded 
to  quote  .several  passages  from  lord  How- 
ick s  dispatches,  to  shew  that  the  doctrines 
they  contained  exactly  con-esponded  with 
the  principles  upon  which  the  Danish  Ex- 
pedition had  been  so  justly  undertaken, 
and  so  successfully  executea.  It  was  im- 
possible that  the  Turkish  fleet,  passing  the 
Dardanelles  and  the  streights  of  Gibraltar, 
should  attack  any  of  the  British  possessions. 
On  the  contrary,  the  Danish  fleet  might, 
if  once  launched  with  a  hostile  view,  be  on 
our  shores  without  a  moment's  notice.  An 
intervention  to  procure,  by  pacific  means, 
the  arrangement  desired  by  Russia,  he  did 
not  condemn ;  but  to  interfere  first  by  me- 
nace, and  afterwards  by  violence,  violence 
inadequate  and  unsuccessfiil,  was  what  he 


did  condemn.     It  was  known  that  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Dardanelles  would  be  regarded 
as  an  act  of  hostility  ;  at  least  it  was  quite 
as  natural  to  suppose  that  the  approach  to 
Copenhagen,  the  landing  of  troops,  and 
the  investment  of  that  capital,  would  bo 
received  without  resistance,  or  without'  a 
feeling  of  hostility,  as  that  the  passage  of 
the  Dardanelles,  and  the  appearance  be- 
fore Constantinople  in  a  hostile  attitude, 
would  be  viewed  by  the  Turks  with  calm- 
ness and  indifference.     The  estimate  of 
the  strength  of  the  castles,  and  the   ap- 
pointment of  the  British  force,  shewed 
clearly  that  there  was  an  idea  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  expedition  was  likely  to  be  re- 
garded as  hostile,  and  to  be  met  with  re- 
sistance.    But,  it  was  said  the  expedition 
appeared    before    Constantinople  purely 
for  Russian  objects.     The  restoration  of 
the  Hospodars  was  a  Russian  object ;  but 
how  was  it  demanded  by  the  British  com- 
mander ?  With  the  alternative  of  giving 
up  the  Turkish  fleet !  If  the  fleet  had  been 
given  up,  could  the  restoration  of  the  Hos- 
podars be  still  insisted  upon  ?  And  if  it 
was  not  insisted   upon,   and  the   British 
force  came  oft' with  the  Turkish  fleet  in 
pocket,  what  would  become  of  our  atten- 
tion to    the   interests   of  Russyi  ?-r-Thus 
much  as  to  the  justice  of  the  expedition. 
Now,  as  to  the  policy^  he  would  contend 
that  the  Russians  ought  to  have  been  in- 
duced by  all  means  to  concentrate  their 
whole  force  against  the  most  powerful  and 
dangerous  enemy^  Buonaparte,  and  not  to 
have  weakened  it  by  unprofitable  schemes 
upon  Turkey.     That  ought  to  have  been 
our  policy  also.     There,  as  to  the   force, 
the  inadequacy  of  it  was  such,  that  if  sir 
T.  Louis   had  not  come  away   as  expe- 
ditiously  as   he   had  done,   his    passage 
would  have  been  totally  cut  off!     The  ne- 
cessity of  having  a  body  of  troops  was 
also  laid  down  by  the  naval  commanders. 
It  was  asked,  what  the  troops  could  have 
done  ?   They  could  have  taken  and  held 
Lestos  castle,  which  was  tenable  and  im- 
portant.     They  might  have    taken    the 
castle  of  Abydos,  and  destroyed  it.  These 
towers  did  great  damage   to  tlie  British 
ships  in  their  return  ;  and  the   admiral 
said,  that  if  another  week  had  been  allowed 
to  prepare  the  defence,  the  squadron  could 
not  possibly  have  returned.     It  was  asked^ 
what  could  5  or  6000  British  troops  have 
done,  when  Constantinople   had  200,000 
men  of  military  age  among  its  inhabitants? 
They  might  have  destroyed  the  castle  of 
Abydos  by  a  coup  de  mam,  and  they  might 
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have  held  the  castle  of  Lestos,  where  the 
200,000  men  from  Constantinople  could 
not  have  got  at  them.   But  the  troops  were 
sent  to  Alexandria  to  commit  a  double 
breach  of  alliance,  and  to  incur  a  double 
failure.     He  did  not  think  5000  men  could 
achieve  miracles  :  he  could  hardly  con- 
ceive that  5000  men  could  open  a  commu- 
nication from  Chili  to  Buenos  Ay  res,  over 
the  highest  and  most  impracticable  moun- 
tains in  the  vrorld  ;  but  he  did  think  they 
might  have  destroyed  one  small  castle  by  a 
coup  de  main,  and  taken  and  held  another 
in  which  no  attack  could  have  been  made 
on  them. — He  again  insisted  on  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  grounds  of  the  Expedition  in 
point  of  justice  and  policy,  the  inadequacy 
of  the  force  employed,  and  the  madness 
of  sending  a  military  force  to  secure  a  re- 
treat.    The  return  of  the  troops  sent  to 
Alexandria  set  free  a  part  of  the  force  in 
Sicily,  which  was  brought  to  Gibraltar 
with  a  view  to  co-operate  in  securing  the 
retreat  of  the  royal   family  of  Portugal 
from  Lisbon,  but  that  object  was  happily 
efiected  without  the  necessity  of  employ- 
ing them.     He  defended  himself  and  his 
colleagues  from  taking  a  forward  part  in 
this  discussion.      He  did  not   see  what 
practical  benefit  could  result  from  a  cen- 
sure on  persons  who  were  no  longer  in  his 
majesty  s  councils  ;  and    he  thought  it 
would  be  injurious  to  have  on  the  Journals, 
a  resolution  reflecting  on  the  honour  of  the 
country.  If  a  vote  of  censure  was  proposed 
against  ministers  in  office,  supposed  to  have 
misconducted  themselves,  the  passing  of 
the  resolution  might  lead  to  the  removal 
of  those  ministers.    No  practical  object 
being  likely  to  be  answered  by  the  present 
motion,  and  the  injurious  and  unpleasant 
consequences  he  had  adverted  to  being 
likely  to  arise  from  the  recording  of  such 
Kesolutions  on  the  Journals,  he  thought  he 
should  best  discharge  his  duty  by  moving 
the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Wmdliam  observed,  that  sentle- 
roen  semed  to  consider  a  treaty  as  bmding, 
Notwithstanding  any  change  of  circum- 
stances that  might  arise.  Now,  he  con- 
sidered that  a  treaty  was  only  binding 
as  to  what  was  within  the  purview  of 
that  treaty;  a  friend  might,  for  instance, 
become  our  very  worst  enemy  by  change 
of  circumstances.  Was  it  to  be  supposed, 
then,  that  under  every  circumstance,  or 
whatever  might  be  the  conduct  pf  the 
power  to  which  we  .were  allied,  we  were 
still  to  adhere  to  it  as  firmly  as  if  it  not 
only  fnlfilled  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the 


treaty,  but  as  if  it  had  gone  further,  as  if 
it  had  procee(ied  to  the  utmost  stretch  of 
honour ;  were  we  still  to  look  upon  them 
with  an  eye  of  friendship,  when  we  were 
convinced,  not  only  of  their  awe  of  the 
power,  but  of  their  attachment  to  the  cause, 
of  the  enemy  ?  The  letters  of  admiral 
Louis  and  sir  J.  Duckworth  informed  the 
government  that  force  was  necessary,  and 
that  every  thing  depended  upon  prompti* 
tude.  He  would,  therefore,  leave  it  to  any 
officer,  whether  it  Would  have  been  politic 
to  have  advanced  and  left  the  troops  be- 
hind. The  question  was  to  be  decided 
upon  the  principles  of  general  policy,  and 
not  upon  an  argiwienium  ad  liominem ;  and 
he  maintained,  that  there  was  nothings 
either  in  the  principle  of  action,  or  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  plan,  which  had  been 
attempted  to  be  controverted ;  it  was  not 
therefore,  to  be  judged  of,  from  what  fol- 
lowed, instead  of  from  what  preceded,  the 
transaction. 

Colonel  Wood  endeavoured  strenuously 
to  impress  the  house  with  an  idea  of  the 
impolicy  gf  the  measure. 

The  question  was  then  loudly  called  for,, 
and,  after  a  short  reply  from  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, the  question,  that  the  other  orders  be 
now  read,  was  put  and  carried  without  a 
division. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 


Mondc^,  Mc^  23. 

[Marriage  Indemnity  Bill.}  On  the 
motion  of  the  bishop  of  Exeter,  the  house 
went  into  a  committee  on  the  Bill  for  ren- 
dering valid  certain  Mamages  solemnized 
in  certain  churches  and  chapels  where 
bands  could  not  legally  be  published.  The 
blank  for  the  day  up  to  which  such  mar- 
riages are  to  be  legal,  was  filled  up  with 
the  23d  of  Auffust,  1808. 

Lord  Redes£de  thought  the  clause  for 
indemnifying  the  clergymen  solemnizing 
such  marriages  objectionable,  though  he 
should  not  oppose  it  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion. An  mtimation  of  an  intention  to 
oppose  such  clauses  in  fiiture  might  per- 
haps have  the  effect  of  preventing  the  so- 
lemnization of  these  marriages. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canicrbury  observed^ 
that  the  necessity  for  these  bilu  arose  oat 
of  the  Veiy  different  provisions  which  ap- 
plied to  aififerent  churches  and  chapels^ 
in  some  of  which  marriages  were  allowed 
to  be  solemnized  and  in  others  not  From 
the  previous  habits  of  clergymen,  many 
of  them  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  these  legal  distinctions^  and 
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were  thus  unintentionally  kd  to  solemnize 
illegal  marriages.  Another  cause  also 
arose  out  of  a  clause  in  the  Marriage  act 
passed  in  the  last  reign,  which  declared 
all  marriages  illegal  that  were  solemnized 
in  any  church  or  chapel  in  which  bans 
were  not  then  published.  This  was  the 
great  cause  of  these  illegal  mamages  being 
solemnized,  many  clergymen  not  being 
aware  of  the  distinction.  He  was  afraid 
no  effectual  remedy  could  be  applied,  al- 
though every  means  would  be  used  for 
that  purpose,  unless  the  legislature  were 
to  make  a  general  enactment,  declaring  in 
what  churches  and  chapds  marriages 
should  now  be  legally  solemnized. 

Lord  Rcdesdalc  thought  the  suggestion 
might  be  carried  into  effect,  by  means  of 
a  clause  in  the  present  bill. 

The  Bishop  of  Oxford  took  an  oppor- 
tmiity  of  mentioning  the  abuses  that  were 
practised  with  respect  to  the  publication 
of  bans,  by  means  of  parties  taking  a  ficti- 
tious lodging  in  a  parish  different  from 
that  in  which  they  resided,  and  having  the 
bans  there  published.  He  knew  of  many 
very  improper  marriages  which  had  taken 
place  in  consequence  of  this  abuse,  which 
nc  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  remtedy. 
-  The  Lord  ChanceHor  observed  that  it  was 
the  opinion  of  lord  Thurlow,  that  the 
clergyman  in  such  a  case  might  be  indict- 
ed for  a  temporal  oftence,  it  being  the 
meaning  of  the  law  that  the  bans  should 
be  published  in  the  parish  where  the  par- 
ties dwelt,  and  it  also  bein^  the  duty  of 
the  clergyman  to  make  mquiry  as  to 
that  fact ;  although  such  marriages,  being 
in  themselves  legally  solemnized,  were 
undoubtedly  good. 

After  some  further  conversation,  it  Was 
agreed  to  postpone  the  report  till  an 
amendment  suggested  by  the  lord  chan- 
cellor, to  compel  the  registers  of  these 
churches  and  chapels  to  transmit  dupli- 
cates of  the  registry  to  the  ordinary  should 
be  prepared.  The  house  resumed,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on 
Wednesday. 

ROUSE  OF  COMNtOKS. 

Monday,  M^^. 
[Roman    Catholic    PfctrriON.]      Mr. 
Grattan  presented  the  followingJPetition : 
The  humble  Petition  of  the  lloman  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland,  whose  names  are 
hereunto   subscribed,    on   behalf  df 
themselves,  and  of  othek%,  his  ma» 
jestv's  subjects  professing  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion: 


Sheweth  ;  "  That  your  Petitioners,  %s  h 
set  forth  in  their  humble  Petition,  present- 
ed to  this  honourable  house  on  the  25th  of 
March  ]  805,  are,  by  divers  statutes,  still 
of  force  within  this  realm,  rendered  liable 
to  many  incapacities  and  restrictions,  not 
imposed  upon  any  other  description  of  his 
majesty's  subjects :  That  your  petitioners 
with  confidence  assert,  and  the  assertion  h 
supported  by  the  testimony  of  many  of  the 
ablest  senators  and  wisest  ^statesmen  which 
the  empire  could  ever  boast,  that  there  h' 
nothing  in  their  conduct  as  subjects,  or 
their  tenets  as  Christians,  which  ought  to 
disqualify  them  from  enjoying  equal  pri- 
vileges with  his  majesty's  other  subjects  j 
and  they  beg  leave  to  state,  that  they  do 
not  yiejd  to  any  class  of  persons,  in  afiec- 
tionate  attachment  to  his  sacred  person 
and  family,  in  due  obedience  to  the  laws, 
and  m  just  predilection  foi*  the  Britisk 
Constitution: — ^That  at  the  present  period, 
which  requires  all  the  energies  of  the  state, 
and  the  exertions  of  an  united  people, 
your  petitioners  conceive  that  they  cannot 
offer  a  stronger  proof  of  their  loyalty,  than 
by  hmnbly  representing  to  this  honourable 
house  their  earnest  wish  to  be  altogether 
committed  with  their  country,  and  rein>- 
stated  in  a  full  and  complete  enjoyment 
of  the  English  government  and  laws : — > 
For  your  Petitioners  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  submit  to  this  honourable  house,  that 
the  constitution  of  England  is  the  great 
charter  of  this  land,  and  inheritance  of  the 
dutiful  and  faithful  subjects  of  his  majesty. 
The  constitution  which  the  ancestors  of 
some  of  us  accepted,  when  they  submitted 
to  the  crown,  and  on  the  faith  of  which 
the  ancestors  of  others  passed  over,  and  ef- 
fected their  settlement  m  Ireland,  was,  that 
they  should  participate  in  the  laws  and 
liberties  of  Englana.     Many  concessions 
of  his  majesty's  royal  progenitors,  and  re- 
peated acts  of  parliament  confirmed  the 
invaluable  blessing  ;  it  has  had  the  sanc- 
tion of  an  establishment  of  six  hundretT 
years ;  whilst  the  privations,  of  which  we 
complain,  are  but  the  innovation  of  a  cen- 
tury ;  firom  that  innovation  we  appeal  in 
this  enlightened  age,  to  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  those  august  bodies,  in  whose 
hands  are  die  fate  and  fortunes  of  the  Em- 
pire: we  appeal  against  acts,  repugnant 
to  the  sense  and  habits  of  Englishmen,  atid 
to  the  genius  of  the  Engti^  constkdtion  ; 
a^ahist  precedents,  not  entitled,  firom  th& 
circumstances  in  whidi  they  were  fbrmed, 
to  be  immortal.    We  were  excluded  from 
wt  fr&ttcfaises,  irhen  the  tmnuHof  citil 
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wars  had  scarcely  been  appeased  ;  whilst 
the  animosities  they  produced  were  recent; 
and  at  the  close  of  the  convulsions  inciden- 
tal to  a  widely  extended  revolution  of  pro- 
perty :    we  were  excluded  at  a  moment, 
when  the  settlement  was  precarious  and 
tiew,  upon  which  time  and  habit,  the  ex- 
tinction of  all  other  claims,  common  prin- 
ciples of  obedience,  and  common  interests, 
have  now  conferred  all  the  validity  of  un- 
questioned and  immutable  establishment : 
— ^Your  petitioners  further  beg  leave  to  re- 
cal  to  the  attention  of  this  honourable 
bouse,  that  we  do  not  pay  the  penalty, 
neither  is  the  blame  imputed  to  us;  of  an 
innovating  or   capricious    temper.     We 
have  not  revolted  from  any  institutions, 
which  challenged   our  obedience.      We 
have  adhered  to  the  tradition  of  our  £aithers, 
the  immemorial  usage  of  the  land.     We 
profess  a  religion    compatible  with  the 
form  of  government  under  which  we  are 
placed  ;  accommodated  to  the  spirit,  and 
dear  to  the  feelings  of  the  great  and  grow- 
ing majority  of  our  country ;  a  religion 
which  the  existing  incapacities    do   not 
seem  calculated,  and  are  probably  not  ex- 
pected to  suppress ;  for  it  has  been  deemed, 
in  a  considerable  degree,  to  merit  public 
encouragement  and  protection : — ^Your  pe- 
titioners do  then  most  humbly  state,  that 
they  are  excluded  from  many  of  the  most 
.  important  offices  of  trust,  power,  and  emo- 
lument in  their  country;  whereby  they 
are  degraded  below  the  condition  of  their 
fellow  subjects,  even  of  the  meanest  class, 
and  stigmatised  as  aliens  and  strangers  in 
their  native  land : — That  in  the  immediate 
^fleets  of  this  exclusion,  no  less  than  four- 
fifths  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  are  in- 
volved, formed  into  a  distinct  people,  and 
depressed  in  all  their  classes  and  grada- 
tion of  rank,  of  opulence  and  industry ;  in 
every  situation  of  life  does  this  degrading 
ioferiority  exist,  and  its  influence  reaching 
to  every  profession,  to  ?ven  the  peaceable 
pursuits   of  industry  and   commerce : — 
That  the  remote,  but  no  less  sensible  con- 
sequences, extend  to  the  remaining  popu- 
lation of  the  land,  distracting  his  majesty's 
people  with  disquietude  and  jealousy,  and 
substituting  an  insiduous  system  of  mono- 
poly on  the  one  hand,  and  privation  on  the 
other  for  the  tried  and  established  orders 
of  society,  and  for  the  salutary  practise  and 
sound  principles  of  the  English  Constitu- 
tion : — ^And  your  Petitioners  further  hum- 
bly submit  that  from  the  prejudice  gene- 
^ted  and  fostered  by  this  discriminating 
system/  the  spirit  of  the  laws  outstripping 


the  letter,  no  degree  of  rank,  virtue,  or 
merit,  can  exempt  an  Irish  Catholic  from 
being  considered  an  object  of  suspicion : 
and  several  of  the  most  estimable  privi- 
leges, and  advantages  of  a  free  Govern- 
ment, to  .which  they  ought   to  consider 
themselves  entitled,   are   rendered,  with 
respect  to  them,  inoperative  : — In  calling 
your  attention  to  their  situation,  yom*  Pe- 
titioners beg  leave  to  assure  this  honour- 
able house,  that  they  are  actuated  more 
as  Irishmen,  than  as  Catholics;  and  less 
influenced  by  a  partial  interest,  as  a  reli- 
gious description,  than  by  an  interest  truly 
public  and  national,  intimately  connected 
with  the  welfare  of  this  country,  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  whole   Empire;  your 
Petitioners  being  fully  convinced,  both 
from  histoiy  and  experience,  that  however 
religious  distinctions  may  have  supplied 
a  pretext,  a  spirit  of  political  monopoly 
has  been  the  actuating  principle  of  civil 
dissension,  and  of  that  unhappy  nation^ 
misunderstanding  which  has  so  long  injm'ed 
the  character  and  lessened  the  value  of 
this  island: — ^For   your    Petitioners    are 
strongly  impressed  with  the   conviction, 
that  the  continuance  of  the  disqualifying 
laws  is  not  only  incompatible  with  the 
freedom  and  happiness  of  the  great  body 
of  the  Irish  people,  and  detrimental  to  the 
resourses  of  the  State  ;  but  as  it  is  calcu- 
lated to  damp  the  ardour  and  divert  the 
attention  of  the  nation  to  partial  interests 
and  party  dissensions,  from  measure  of 
general  security,  may  eventually  prove 
injurious  to  the  strength  and  stability  of 
the  Empire: — ^Your  Petitioners,   with   a 
deep  sense  of  gratitude,  acknowledge  that 
they  are  indebted  to  the  wisdom  and  libe- 
rality of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  and  to 
the  paternal  interposition  of  his  Majesty, 
for  the  removal  of  many  of  the  disabilities 
and    incapacities   under    which   they   la- 
boured ;  and  they  refer,  with  confidence 
in  the  justice  of  their  cause,  to  the  solemn 
and   memorable  declaration  of  the  Irish 
legislature ;    "  That    from    the    uniform 
and  peaceable  behaviour  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  for  a  long  series  of 
years,  it  appeared  reasonable  and  expe- 
dient to  relax  the  disabilities  and  inca- 
pacities under  which  they  labour,  and  that 
it  must  tend  not  only  to  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  this  kingdom,  but  to 
the  prosperity  ^nd  stren^h  of  all  his  ma- 
jesty's dominions,  that  his  majesty's  sub- 
jects of  all  denominations  should  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  a  free  constitution,  and 
should  be  bound  to  each  other  by  o^utual 
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interest  and  mutual  affection.  And  your 
Petitionets  most  solemnly  declare,  that 
they  do  not  seek  or  wish  in  any  way  to 
injure  or  encroach  upon  the  rights,  privi- 
leges, possessions,  or  revenues,  appertain- 
ing to  the  bishops  and  clergy  of  the  Pro- 
testant Religion,  as  by  law  established,  or 
to  the  churcnes  committed  to  their  charge, 
or  to  any  of  them ;  the  extent  of  their 
humble  supplication  being,  that  they  be 
governed  by  the  same  laws,  and  rendered 
capable  of  the  same  civil  and  military  of- 
fices, franchises,  rewards,  and  honours,  as 
their  fellow  subjects  of  every  other  religi- 
ous denomination :  —  May  it  therefore 
please  this  honourable  house  to  take  into 
its  consideration  the  statutes,  penal  and 
restrictive,  now  affecting  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  and  to  admit  them  to  the  full 
enjoyment  of  those  privileges  which  every 
Briton  regards  as  his  best  inheritance ; 
and  which  your  Petitioners  most  humbly 
presume  to  seek,  as  the  brethren  of  Eng- 
lishmen and  co-heirs  of  the  Constitution ; 
And  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c/' 

Mr.  Grattan  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
on  Wednesday,  move  for  a  Committee  to 
take  the  said  Petition  into  consideration. 

Mr.  Montagu  Matthew  then  presented 
another  Petition  to  the  same  effect,  from 
the  Catholics  of  the  comity  of  Tipperary, 
which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

[Sugar  Distillation.]  Mr.  Coke  pre- 
sented a  Petition  from  the  land-owners  and 
occupiers  of  land  in  Norfolk,  against  the 
Sugar  Distillation. — Colonel  Bullock  pre- 
sented a  Petition  from  certain  lan9-owners 
and  occupiers  of  land,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Colchester,  against  the  Sugar  Dis- 
tillation.— Admiral  Harvey  presented  a 
petition  from  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rumford,  in 
£6sex,  against  the  Sugar  Distillation.  All 
•which  were  referred  to  the  Committee. 
•  Lord  BbmiTig  then  moved,  that  the  house 
should  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  house,  to  consider  further  of  the 
Report  which,  upon  the  1 3th  day  of  April 
last,  was  made  from  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  and  report  how  far,  and 
tinder  what  circumstances,  it  may  be  prac- 
ticable and  expedient  to  confine  the  Dis- 
tilleries of  the  united  kingdom*,  or  of  any 
^rt  of  the  united  kingdom,  to  the  use  of 
^gar  and  Molasses  only ;  and  also  what 
other  provisi<>n  can  be  made  for  the  relief 
of  the  Growers  of  Sugar  in  the  British 
West  India  colonies. 

'  Mr.  Coke  conld  not  let  slip  arty  oppor- 
tunity of  opposing  a  measure  so  n^ischievous 


as.  he  considered  the  present  to  be.  The 
object  of  the  committee  had  been,  to  point 
out  a  mode  of  relief  for  the  West  India 
planters  ;  but  now  the  ground  was  shifted; 
and  the  sugar  distillation  was  recommended 
as  necessary  in  the  actual  state  of  the  coun* 
try.  He  reflected  with  the  hiffhest  plea- 
sure upon  the  speech  of  the  Irish  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  upon  this  sub- 
ject ;  a  more  solid,  a  more  constitutional 
speech,  could  not  have  been  delivered;  he 
thanked  him  for  it,  and  was  convinced  he 
deserved  the  thanks  of  his  country.  The 
ground  on  which  the  English  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  argued  the  case  ibr  the 
substitution  was,  that  the  price  of  cora 
was  high,  and  that  there  were  apprehen- 
sions of  a  scarcity.  Both  these  proposi- 
tions he  denied.  The  present  price  of 
com  was  no  more  than  a  remuneration  to 
the  fartner,  considering  the  fiatilure  of  the 
beans.  There  was  no  scarcity ;  nor  any 
ground  of  apprehension  of  a  scarcity ;  then 
why  was  such  a  proposition  held  out;  and 
a  needless  alarm  created  ?  If  the  landed 
interest  were  left  to  themselves,  they  would 
be  able  to  supply  the  country,  and  save 
the  money  expended  for  foreign  com.  It 
had  been  well  observed,  that  till  the  in« 
terference  of  government  with  the  com 
laws,  we  had  always  been  an  exportmg 
country  ;  but  when  that  interference  took 
place,  we  began  to  import.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
therefore  to  give  every  encouragement  to 
the  landed  interest,  instead  of  supporting 
a  proposition  injurious  to  them.  The  hon. 
member  then  referred  to  several  parts  of 
the  evidence  in  the  report,  to  shew  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  several  of  the  most  com- 
petent witnesses  examined  by  the  com- 
mittee, the  measure  was  not  expedient 
with  a  view  to  the  relief  of  the  West  In- 
dian planters,  or  on  account  of  any  real 
grounds  for  the  apprehension  of  a  scarcity. 
Mr.  Chalmers,  chief  clerk  to  the  lords  of 
the  committee  of  privy  council  for  the 
consideration  of  trade  and'  colonial  mat- 
ters, bein^  asked  whether,  exclusive  of 
any  consideration  of  the  situation  of  the 
West  Indian  planters,  he  saw  any  reason 
why  parliament  should  interfere  to  manage 
our  resources  for  grain  ?  replied,  that  he 
did  not  see  any  reason  why  parliament 
should  interpose,  as  this  might  cause  an 
alarm,  and  so  produce  the  evil  supposed.  . 
Mr.  C.  Scott  said,  that  if  the  distilleries 
were  restrained  from  the  use  of  barley  afler 
the  next  crop,  and  that  crop  should  prove 
abundant,  there  would  be  a  very  material 
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&11  in  the  price.  The  hon.  membei:  stated* 
that  he  had  letters  from  Norfolk,  repre- 
•e&iing  that  there  was  every  appearance 
of  an  abundant  crop  of  barley.  If  this 
ahottid  be  injured  by  the  rain,  there  would 
be  a  great  deal  of  black  barley,  which 
could  be  «sed  in  no  way  but  in  the  distil* 
leries.  Mr.  Kent,  landTSurveyor,  being 
asked  whether  he  thought  barley  necessary 
to  the  mode  of  cropping  in  Norfolk,  said 
that  fcM  considered  the  cultivation  of  barley 
aA  almost  necessary  to  the  existence  of  Nor- 
folk. Norfolk,  the  hon.  member  remarked, 
might  be  considered  as  the  granary  of  Eng- 
land for  barley,  and  could  not  be  injured 
without  material  injury  to  the  whole  king- 
dom. Me.  Kent  being  asked,  whether  any 
substitutes  for  barley  could  be  found  to  an- 
nrer  the  purpose  equally  well,  answered, 
^  Gevlaiidy  not;  for  oats  would  be  the 
most  obvious  substitute,  and  them  I  canr 
tider  to  be  one  of  the  most  exhausting  of 
all  crops :  they  rob  the  grass  seed,  and 
ultimately  iqjure  the  wheat  crops.''  The 
hon.  member  observed,  that  a  vast  num*- 
ber  of  eafide  wen  fed  on  (he  grains  in  the 
distilleries,  and  sent  to  the  London  market, 
n  source  of  supply  which  would  be  lost  in 
the  event  of  the  substitution.  There  was 
another  most  important  point,  which  was 
broiifbt  forward  in  the  evidence  of  Mn 
Overmaa;  which  was,  that  in  the  event  of 
a  considerable  depression  in  the  price  of 
barley,  a  great  part  of  the  land  in  Norfolk 
must  be  left  uncultivated,  and  fall  back  to 
ila  pristine  state.  Mr.  Elwan's  evidence 
also  went  to  shew>  that  in  the  event  of  a 
fall  in  the  price  of  barley,  a  smaller  num^ 
btr  of  labaurers  would  be  employed  by 
the  iiu3Bar ;  and  a  portion  of  his  land,  ber 
lore  allotted  to  grain,  must  be  left  in  grass. 
The  honourable  member  next  adverted 
to  the  great  quantities  of  wheat  and  bar- 
ley brought  irom  Norfolk  to  the  LoodoR 
market ;  and  the  sreat  injury  that  would 
arise,  not  only  to  Uiat  county,  but  to  the 
iriiiok  kingdoo^  from  any  discouraoemeat 
to  the  apiculture  of  NoKfottu  Hi^coor 
duded  by  opjposing  the  motioa  for  the 
apedier's  kMriag  the  chair.  He  thouglu 
k  best  ta  expose  the  measune  in  this  stage ; 
for  if  k  we&t  into  a  coBHnittee,  almost  the 
whole  session  might  he  occupied  in  dier 
cnisioo>  end  bfi^nog  eoimB^  on  the  various 
yatiiriani. 

Mr.  Bp9C  wcmM  wish  the  boose  to  tak^ 
n^  thia  ^viestiisi  apan  amucb  wider  groand 
tlnn  tbt  ban.  fMtlefl»an  who  op^sed  it 
ensaacd  t»  do.      That  tba  West  India 


^ho  read  the  report  could  deny.  It  ap- 
peared from  that,  that  several  estates  in 
Jamaica  had  been  abandoned,  and  that 
others  were  likely  to  be  abandoned  unless 
some  relief  was  afforded  to  the  colonial 
trade«  It  should  not  be  forgotten  th^t  the 
West  Indian  possessions  of  this  coimtry 
yielded  aa  income  of  between  eight  and 
nine  millions,  spent  in  this  country  ;  that 
the  revenue  in  customs,  excise,  &c.  on 
West  Indian  produce,  amounted  to  five 
millions  and  a  half  annually;  that  the 
West  Indian  trade  employed  one-third  o£  • 
the  shipping  of  the  country;  and  that 
Britbh  manufactures  to  the  amount  of  six 
millions  were  consumed  in  the  West  Indian 
market  When  the  committee  had  been  first 
appointed,  he  had  apprehensions  that  if  the 
landed  gentlemen  took  a  narrow  view  of  the 
question,  it  would  not  be  easy  to  carry  the 
measure  into  effect.  But  as  he  did  not  im- 
pute the  opposition  of  these  gentlemen  to 
any  narrow  views  of  advantage  to  them* 
selves,  he  was  not  without  hope  that  they 
would  view  the  matter  in  another  light; 
and  that  a  provision  to  prohibit  the  dis- 
tillation from  com  till  barley  should  sink 
to  any  given  price,  and  then  to  allow  it 
to  be  used  in  distilleries  till  it  rose  to  a 
certain  price,  would  be  coasidered  as  a 
sufficient  security  for  their  interests,  and 
induce  them  to  aci|uiesce  in  the  measure. 
This  was  the  best  mode  of  relieving  the 
West  India  merchants,  whom  every  body 
allowed  to  be  in  a  situation  requiring  relief. 
No  person  but  the  late  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  for  Ireland  had  suggested  any 
other  remedy,  viz.  by  lowering  the  duties 
on  sugar ;  but  that  right  honourable  baro*- 
net  must  have  been  aware,  that  the  last 
addition  of  three  shillings  per  cwt»  had 
been  laid  on  by  the  late  adminis^ation* 
About  400,000  quarters  of  malt  were  con- 
sumed in  the  distilleries,  and  three  mjlliona 
and  a  half  in  the  breweries ;  and  if  it.  was 
not  for  the  improvement  in  science,  the 
qaautity  of  barley  consumed  ui  the  brewr 
eries  would  be  double  what  it  was.  It 
appeared  that  this  country  imported  to 
t&A  amount  of  700,000  qitai*ters  of  corn 
annually;  and  though  he  thanked  6o4 
tha^  he  had  no  apprehension  of  a  scarcity^ 
yet  he  thought  they  ought  to  be  appre* 
hensire  of  the  riae  that  might  take  place 
in  the  psice  of  bread.  A  right  hon.  gent, 
had  said  on  a  former  night,  that  this  mea«> 
surewould  bea^ioUition  of  the  act  of  union; 
and  that  they  ought  not,  under  the  tempter* 
lion  of  an  iaunediate  eonvenien(pe>  to  sua- 
pand  thapravieiaae  of  thaMct.    Na  mm 
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more  anxiously  than  himself  wished  that 
t)ie  articles  of  onion  between  the  two 
countries  should  be  preserved  from  viola- 
tion, so  far  as  the  principles  of  good  faith 
required ;  but  why  was  it  necessary  to 
adhere  to  the  letter  of  these  articles,  in 
opposition  to  a  measure  of  ffreat  public 
utility  ?  all  that  was  asked  of  Ireland  was, 
that  at  a  period  of  great  distress  to  a  valu- 
able part  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  whilst 
this  country  with  a  view  to  their  relief 
suspended  the  distillation  from  com,  Ire- 
land should  suspend  its  export  of  spirits 
to  this  country.  The  ri^ht  hon.  gent, 
then  recapitulated  his  various  arguments, 
and  concluded  with  expressing  a  hope,  that 
the  measure  in  the  guarded  shape  he  had 
suggested,  would  be  acceded  to.  ' 

Sir  W,  W.  Wynne  allowed  the  distress  of 
the  West  India  Planters  and  Merchants, 
and  would  be  ready  to  give  them  relief  in 
any  other  way  than  this.  He  had  sug- 
gested for  that  purpose  a  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  such  sugar  as  should  be  employed 
in  the  feeding  of  cattle.  But,  whilst  he 
was  anxious  to  a£R>rd  relief  to  the  West 
Indies,  he  could  not  consent  to  such  a 
measure  as  the  present,  which  would 
press  exclusively  on  the  landed  interest 
The  present  price  of  barley  was  not 
extraordinary,  considering  the  shortness 
of  the  last  crop.  For  these  reasons  he 
should  oppose  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  BorAom rose  and  said  ;* — Mr.  Speak- 
er ;  Having*  been  a  pretty  diligent  mem- 
ber of  this  committee ;  having  c6ncurred 
in  the  report  and  the  measure  originally 
recommended  in  it ;  having  also,  though 
with  much  less  satisfiaM^tion  to  my  own 
mind,  acceded  to  the  measure  afterwards 
proposed  ;  I  was  very  desirous  to  offer  my 
opinion  on  the  subject,  when  it  was  last 
under  discussion ;  and  I  was  the  more  anx- 
ious to  obtain  your  notice,  because^  it  so 
happened,  that  not  one  of  this  laborious 
committee  had  an  opportunity  to  vindi- 
cate their  report,  exceptiuff  indeed  one 
honourable  member  who  spoke  very  short- 
ly at  the  beginning  of  the  debate,  and  an 
honourable  nriend  of  mine,  who  obtained 
something  like  a  hearing  when  the  house 
was  exhausted,  and  could  no  longer  com- 
mand its  attention  to  a  speech  which,  at  a 
nlore  auspicious  moment,  could  not  have 
failed  to  make  the  deepest  impression. — 
Sir  ^    this  subject  presents  itself  in  two 

*  From  the  original  edition,  printed  for 
J.  Stockdale,  Piccadilly. 
Vol,  XL 


distinct  points  of  view. — ^First  as  a  matter 
of  domestic  economy  ;  and  here  we  have 
to  enquire  merely  whether  the  situation  of 
the  country  be  such  as  to  demand  mea- 
sures of  precaution  in  regard  to  its  supply 
of  com  ;  and  if  that  were  found  to  be  the 
case,  whether  the  present  measure  be  a 
fit  one  for  the  purpose. — Next  it  should  be 
regarded  as  a  measure  of  relief  to  the  co- 
lonies;  and  then  the  enquiry  will  be, 
whether  the  colonies  need  relief  ?  whether 
as  a  matter  of  policy  in  regard  to. our  own 
interest,  and  as  a  matter  of  justice  in  re- 
gard to  their  claims,  reUef   should .  be    . 
granted  ?  and  finally,  whether,  if  relief  4>e 
granted,  this  mode  of  relief  be  the  most 
advantageous  to  them,  and  least  inconve- 
nient to  ourselves  ? — ^First  then,  as  to  the 
domestic  question  in  regard  to  our  supply 
of  com.     lam  aware,  sir,  of  the  delicacy 
of  this  subject. — ^I  know  how  very  unde- 
sirable such  discussions  are  when  they  can 
be  avoided,  and  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the 
mischiefii  that  may  arise  from  false  alarm. 
But,  Sir,  when  facts  are  brought  before 
you,  it  is  impossible  not  to  know  them  ; 
when  proved,  it  is  impossible  not  to  be- 
lieve them  :  and  of  this  I  am  sure,  that  at^ 
all  times  it  is  safest  to  speak  truth,  and 
that,  if  a  false  alarm  may  be  dangerous,  a 
false  security  may  be  fetal. — But  whether 
it  was  right  or  wrong  to  stir  this  subject, 
it  is  not  our  doing.     The  question  of  scar- 
city was.  first  brought  forward  by  those 
who  oppose  us.    It  was  they  who  called 
those  witnesses,  who  proved  the  shortness 
of  last  year's  crop ;  it  was  they  who  en- 
tered into  those  long  examinatioDB.    W« 
submitted  with  reluctance,  and  merely  te 
avoid  the  imputation  of  partiality  which 
would  have  been  readily  bestowed  on  us, 
had  we  resisted  the  CQiurse  they  chose  to 
folldw.    Well,  sir,  they  completely  estab- 
lished their  position,  and  proved  the  great 
deficiency  of  the  last  crop.     This  was 
done  indeed,  with  a  very  diflferent  view, 
and  for  a  very  different  purpose  than  that 
which  resulted  from  it.    They  established 
the  deficiency  of  the  last  crop,  in  order  to 
justify  the  present  high  prices;  not  observ- 
ing, that  while  they  were  carrying  a  col- 
lateral point,  they  were  cutting  the  main 
ground  fi^m  under  their  feet ;  foi'gelting 
that  you  cannot  know  a  thing  for  one  pur- 
pose, and  not  know  it  for  another;  and 
forgetting,  that  the  crop  could  not  at  the 
same  time  be  short,  in  order  to  justify  high 
prices,  and  abundant,  in  order  to  justify 
non-importation. — Sir  ;  if  we  could  divest 
ourselves  of  all  bias  that  our  minds  may 
2K 
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have  t^ken  in  the  course  of  this  Contest ; 
if  we  could  forget  all  the  arg^iments  that 
have  been  bandied  about  on  both  sides ; 
\f  we  could  suppose  a  house  of  commons 
quite  new  to  the  subject,  and  that  the  mi- 
nister should  come  down  and  tell  us,  that 
the  usual  supply  of  com  to  the  amount  of 
800,000  quarters,  on  which  the  nation  had 
hitherto  depended  for  support,  was  stopt 
by  the  enemy ;  if  he  farther  informed  us, 
that,  on  careful  enquiry,  it  appeared  that 
our  late  crop  was  materially  deficienl,  can 
there  be  a  doubt  that  such  information 
ivould  excite  a  very  serious  sensation  in 
the  house  ?  Can  there  be  a  doubt  that,  if 
any  member  should  discover  within  our 
reach  a  source  from  which  this  deficit 
could  be  supplied,  he  would  be  hailed 
with  the  most  joyful  acclamation  ?  It  would 
probably  next  occur  to  us,  that  the  most 
energetic  meSsures  should  be  adopted  to 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  case.  Exten- 
sion and  improvement  of  agriculture  would, 
doubtless,  be  our  next  concern :  but  would 
any  man  suppose  that,  with  a  view  to 
these,  we  should  refuse  the  immediate  sup- 
ply ?  Would  any  man  suppose  it  possible, 
that  those  who  had  not  objected  to  the  im- 
portation of  com  from  foreign  states  last 
year,  when  the  crop  was  plentiful,  would 
now  object  to  an  equivalent  importation 
froin  our  own  colonies,  when  the  crop  had 
been  notoriously  deficient  ?  and  that  those 
who  were  so  much  alarmed  at  losing  the 
usual  source  of  supply,  would  be  still  more 
alarmed  when  a  new  source  of  supply 
were  found  in  its  place? — I  know  very 
Well  that  it  is  not  barley,  but  wheat  and 
oats  which  we  were  wont  to  import ;  but 
this  makes  no  difference.  In  common 
times,  the  different  sorts  of  grain  are  easily 
commutable  in  various  uses,  and,  in  times 
of  scarcity,  the  ^reat  object  is,  that  tliere 
should  be  a  sufficient  supply  of  some  com 
Or  other. — I  think,  sir,  1  might  stop  even 
here,  and  that  to  every  man  of  common 
understanding,  enough  nas  been  said.  But 
the  farther  we  proceed,  the  stronger  will 
he  the  case. — ^The  argument  aa  to  barley 
^parately,  seems  morp  cogent,  because  it 
is  more  specific.  We  know  that  of  barley, 
the  usual  consumption  is  equal  to  the 
usual  crop  ;  for  of  barley  there  is  usually 
neither  import  nor  export.  It  has  not 
been  alleged  by  any  one,  that  at  the  time 
of  the  last  crop  there  was  any  unusual 
stock  on  hand,  and  it  is  proved  that  the 
last  crop  was  deficient  at  the  least  one 
fourth.  How  then  stands  the  case?  The 
usual  consumption  and  the  usual  crop  are 


equal,  but  the  last  crop  was  greatly  defi- 
cierit.  Of  two  things  then,  one  must  hap- 
pen ;  either  we  must  reduce  our  c6nsump« 
tion  to  the  crop,  or  we  must  by  importa- 
tion bring  up  our  crop  to  the  consumption. 
Which  will  you  choose?  to  my  argu- 
ment it  is  indifferent.  If  you  say,  "  We 
will  import ;"  I  answer,  "  This  is  exactly 
what  we  propose  to  do,  importing  only, 
instead  of  corn,  su^r,  which  stands  in  lieu 
of  com." — What  interest  has  the  barley- 
grower  here  ?  If  indeed  he  wishes  the 
market  not  to  be  supplied,  in  order  that 
he  may  get  exorbitant  prices,  he  has  a 
very  strong  interest  against  the  measure. 
But  such  a  view  he  disclaims ;  and  if  the 
deficiency  of  the  market  is  to  be  supplied, 
to  him  it  must  be  indiflferent  from  whence 
the  supply  arrives ;  whether  from  the  BaU 
tic,  in  the  shape  of  com,  or  from  the  West 
Indies,  in  the  shape  of  sugar. — But  per- 
haps you  will  take  the  other  alternative, 
and  say,  "  we  will  notimport,  but  we  will 
diminish  the  consumption ;"  and  thii 
seems  to  be  the  favourite  answer.  Accord  - 
ingly  we  are  told,  there  is  "  sufficient  for 
a  diminished  consumption ;"  a  phrase,  by- 
the-by,  which  might  be  used  in  scarcity 
and  almost  in  famine. — Well ;  the  con- 
sumption is  to  be  diminished.  No,w,  what 
is  this  measure,  but  a  measure  to  diminish 
the  consumption  by  exactly  that  quantity 
which  is  used  in  the  distillery?  What  dif- 
ference here  again  does  it  make  to  the  bar- 
ley-ffrower  how  it  is  to  be  dimintsbed,  so 
the  diminution  is  to  take  place  ?  Would  it 
be  better  for  him,  if  the  saving  should  be 
effected  by  painful  privations  in  the  food 
of  cattle  and  man  ?  Alas !  sir,  a  good  deal 
of  this  privation  will  still  be  necessary  ; 
for  the  amount  consumed  in  the  distillery 
is  far  short  of  the  deficit. — ^Aii  ai*gument 
of  this  nature  admits  of  no  answer  but  by 
denial  of  the  premises.  But  what  are  th^ 
premises  ?  One,  an  uncontested  fabt,  name- 
ly, that  the  usual  consumption  is  eoual  to 
the  usual  crop  ;  and  the  other,  a  tact  es- 
tablished by  the  concurrent  testimony  of 
all  the  witnesses*  brought  by  our  op- 
ponents, and  examined  by  themselves  ; 
persons  of  all  desciiptions,  and  from  all 
quarters;  practical  farmers,  theoretical  far*" 
mers,  corn-dealers,  wriiei*s  on  economy, 
all  agreeing  that  the  barley  crop  had  been 
thus  deficient.     Now,  sir,  persons  coming 


*  I  think  there  was  one  exception ;  a 
witness  from  Dorsetshire,  who  stated  that, 
in  this  county,  the  crops  had  not  been  so 
bad  as  in  other  parts. 
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into  a  court  and  beginning  by  a  disclaimer 
of  the  testimony  ofali  the  witnesses^  called 
and  examined  by  them^ielves^  do  not,  I 
think,  open  their  case  very  auspicfously. 
But  this  is  not  all ;  they  tell  you  also,  that 
not  only  these  witnesses  were  incompetent 
to  speak  of  the  crop,  but  that  no  witness- 
es could  be  competent  to  that  purpose ; 
for  that  Price  is  the  only  criterion  by 
which  a  judgment  can  be  formed  of  the 
crop.  Why  then,  I  would  ask,  did' they 
bring  these  witnesses  before  the  commit- 
tee ?  Why  those  tedious  examinations  of 
witnesses  thus  known  to  be  incompetent, 
when  the  question  might  have  been  se- 
curely answered  by  calling  for  the  Ga- 
zette ?  But  let  this  inconsistency  pass. 
We  may  safely  do  it,  for  we  shall  present- 
ly stop  them  at  another.  We  will  sup- 
pose them  to  have  apologized  to  the  com- 
mittee for  the  time  they  wasted,  and  to 
have  explained  to  the  house  how  it  is  that, 
in  the  month  of  May,  no  person  can  tell 
whether  the  last  crop  was  productive  or 
not,  when  in  the  next  breath,  they  tell  ypu 
that  the  next  crop  must  be  abundant.  They 
shall  come  back  •  recti  in  curia'  to  argue  on 
.their  new  ground.  Price  is  the  crite- 
rion : — be  it  so — ^That  Price,  taken  on  a 
base  sufficiently  extended,  Ls  a  safe  index 
of  the  proportion  between  the  quantity  of 
any  article  and  the  demand  for  it,  no  per- 
son in  his  senses  ever  doubted,  or  ever  will. 
But  that  Price,  taken  on  a  narrow  scale 
either  of  time  or  place,  would  be  a  most 
fallacious  criterion,  is  not  less  evident: 
for  how  often  does  it  happen  that  the  price 
of  any  thing  shiill  suddenly  rise,  or  sud- 
denly fall,  without  any  circumstance  in- 
tervening, which  could  have  materially 
altered  either  the  stock  or  the  consumption? 
A  thousand  causes  aii'ect  it,  both  physical 
and  moral,  swne  belonging  to  the  thing  it- 
self, and  some  quite  independent  of  it. — 
But  let  this  go  too. — The  present  price 
shall  be  the  criterion,  taking  it  from  the 
beginning  of  this  committee  to  the  present 
time.  Has  not  this  price,  then,  progres- 
sively risen  from  the  begimiing  to  the 
end  ?  Is  it  not  now  at  the  highest,  and  at 
the  highest  under  the  exLitence  of  a  cause 
which  must  necessarily  depress  it ;  name- 
.  ly,  the  expectation  ol  a  measure  which  is 
to  take  out  of  the  market  a  considerable 
4emaad  ?  Notwithstanding  this,  the  price 
has  risen  from  S9s.  to  48j.  Four  years 
ago,  the  legislature  determined,  that  when 
barley  should  exceed  33  shillings,  the 
ports  should  be  open  to  importation ; 
.t^^y  ]uMJlgixig,,as.  l^etw^en  the  grower 


and  consumer,  that  it  oueht  not  to  ei^ceed 
that  price.  Whether  wis  be  a  proper 
maximum,  I  will  not  enquire  ;  but  I  ven- 
ture to  affirm  that  the  present  price  proves 
the  preser^t  supply  to  be  unusually  aefici- 
ent :  for,  ^re  the  present  supply  equal  to 
the  usual  supply,  the  present  price  would 
be  lower  than  the  usual  price,  under  thd 
circumstance  of  an  unusual  diminution  of 
demand  being  expected. — I  know  not  how 
to  proceed  faither  in  proof;  and  I  imagine 
few  persons  will  expect  it,  or  will  hesitate 
to  conclude  that,  measures  of  precaution 
ought  to  be  adopted  for  economizing  our 
stock  of  corni  whether  they  form  their 
judgment  on  the  obvious  fact  that  our 
usual  sources  of  supply  are  stopt ;— on  the 
evidence  given  relative  to  late  crops  pf 
barley,  oats,  pease,  and  potatoes,  &c. ; — 
or  whether  di^y  form  it  on  a  consideratioyi 
of  the  present  price  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  ot  the  moment. — But  it  is 
said,  '*  why  not  wait  till  you  find  the  mar- 
ket practically  to  fail  ?  Any  man  may 
yet  buy  what  barley  he  wajits."  Sir,! 
deny  the  fact:*  but  even  if  it  were  so,  I 
believe  it  will  be  safer  to  begin  saving 
when  called  on  by  prudence,  man  to  go 
on  consuming  till  stopped  by  necessity. — 
I  know  not  that  it  is  necessary  to  adfi 
more  on  this  part  of  the  subject :  but  as  a 
great  deal  has  been  said  respecting  the 
price  of  corn,  I  also  am  desirous  to  offer 
my  opinion  on  that  point. — Gentlemen 
say,  they  do  not  desire  too  high  a  price. 
I  agree  with  them.  They  will  probably 
agree  with  me,  when  I  say  that  I  should 
be  sorry  the  price  were  too  low.  Not  only 
because  too  low  a  price  must  occasion  too 
high  a  price  after\^'ards;  but  also  because 
I  can  enter  into  their  feelings  both  ^  a 
farmer  and  a  landlord. .  Yet  though  we 
agree  that  the  price  should  be  neither 
too  high  nor  too  low,  we  may  perhaps 
be  no  nearer  for  that ;  the  question  stul 
remains,  what  is  too  high  or  too  low  ?  A 
word  has  lately  been  discovered,  which 
seems  to  be  very  much  liked,  namely,-  a 
remunerating  price.  I  do  not  object  to 
this  word  :  but  I  fear  we  shall  use  it  in  a 
difterent  sense,  and  that  much  is  to  be  set- 
tled before  we  shall  agree  what  it  means. 


*  It  is  a  fact  that,  in  many  parts  of  the 
north,  the  markets  are  not  supplied ;  and 
thai  the  greatest  distress  prevails.  The 
London  market  has  indeed  not  failed  yet : 
but  when  that  market  siiall  fail,  it  will  not 
be  a  case  for  precaution ;  for  precaution 
will  be  too  late. 
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or^  ought  to  mean. — The  remunerating 
price  of  com  must  depend  a  great  deal  on 
the  renumerating  price  of  land. — ^Now, 
sir,  if  we  were  to  consult  gentlemen  from 
various  parts  as  to  what  was  considered 
to  be  the  remunerating  price  of  land  in 
their  several  counties,  we  should  find  that 
rents  had  increased,  and  were  increasing, 
at  an  astonishing  rat«.  In  Hampshire,  I 
know  much  land  that,  in  a  few  years,  has 
doubled  its  rent.  In  Norfolk,  I  remember 
barlev-Iand  letting  as  3*.  per  acre,  which 
now  lets  at  lbs.  Of  Essex  I  cannot  speak 
80  much  from  personal  knowledge;  but  I 
have  good  authority  for  saying  that  land 
there  has  eot  to  an  extravagant  price.  In 
South- Wales  (in  many  parts  of  which, 
barley  Is  the  principal  crop),  I  can  affirm, 
that  the  rise  of  rents  is  such  as,  till  lately, 
no  landlord  had  hoped  for;  and  Scotland, 
I  believe,  is  not  behind- hand  in  this  re- 
spect.— I  do  not  mention  this  in  the  way  of 
blame  :  it  is  natural  that  land-ewners,  like 
other  persons,  should  take  the  best  price 
which  the  market  will  ailford.  As  there 
neither  is  nor  can  be  combination,  it  is 
fairly  taken.  I  pretend  not  to  be  more 
unwilling  than  others  to  participate  in 
these  advantages :  but  I  mention  it  as  a 
reason  why  'the  landholder  should  not 
complain  of  unequal  burthens  and  undue 
depression,  for  which  he  can  and  does  so 
fully  indemnify  himself;  I  mention  it,  to 
shew  that  those  who  claim  a  high  remu- 
nerating price  for  com,  are  not  without 
interest  in  that  price  themselves. — ^Well, 
sir,  we  will  suppose  the  remunerating 
price  to  be  adjusted  with  the  landlord  :  it 
remains  to  settle  with  the  farmer. — ^He 
will  naturally  first  claim  a  price  that  shall 
cover  his  rent,  taxes,  and  other  charges; 
which  shall  cover  the  loss  by  a  deficient 
crop  ;  and  this,  it  seems,  must  be  so  cal- 
culated, that  the  price  of  any  one  crop 
must  cover  the  failure  of  every  other. 
For  instance,  barley  must  be  dlear,  not 
only  because  barley  has  failed,  but  be- 
cause pease  and  beans  have  failed.  But 
bad  pease  and  beans  been  abundant,  how 
would  it  have  been  then }  I  question  if 
we  should  have  heard  that,  on  that  ac- 
count, barley  should  be  cheaper,  any  more 
than  we  hear  that  barley  should  be  cheap 
because  the  crop  of  wheat  was  abundant. 
You  see,  sir,  the  principle  is,  that  the 
loss  by  deficiency  of  any  crop  may  be 
charged  on  any  other  ^crop ;  but  the  abun- 
dance of  any  crop  may  not  be  carried  to 
the  credit  of  any  other  crop  in  extenua- 
tion of  its  price,— We  will  however  sup- 


pose all  this  to  be  settled  with  the  farmer. 
— He  will  next  claim  a  sufficient  profit 
to  enable  him  to  live  comfortably  and 
genteelly.  We  know  what  this  means, 
for  we  have  it  before  our  eyes.  Parts  of 
the  country  may  difler ;  but  in  many  parts 
it  means  this,  that  they  are  to  live  at  mora 
expence,  not  only  than  their  own  ances- 
tors, but  the  ancestors  of  many  of  their 
landlords.  It  would  also  be  expected  that 
their  profits  should  enable  them  to  provide 
for  their  families,  not  only  in  their  own 
line,  but  also  in  the  different  walks  of  life 
formerly  occupied  by  the  higher  orders. 
Still  it  remains,  that  they  should  have  the 
means  of  laying  by  wherewithal  to  pur- 
chase their  own  or  neighbouring  farms,  if 
such  should  come  to  sale:  and  accord- 
ingly I  have  heard,  from  no  incompetent 
authority,  that  half  the  land  which  has 
been  sold  of  late  years,  has  passed  into 
the  hands  of  fanners. — In  this  class,  as  in 
every  other,  the  road  to  prosperity  should 
be  open.  Industry,  perseverance,  and 
economy,  should  insure  competency ;  su- 
perior sirill  and  superior  fortune  should 
lead  to  advancement :  but  where  gains  are 
so  considerable  as  to  enable  a  great  pro* 
portion  of  any  class  to  move  from  its 
sphere,  ill  consequences  will  follow.  Lux- 
ury, eveiy-where  pernicious,  is  no-where 
so  fatal  as  when  it  infects  those  whose  bu- 
siness it  is  to  till  the  earth  :  I  throw  out  as 
a  suggestion  for  those  whom  it  may  con- 
cern, whether  the  too  great  association  of 
the  higher  orders  with  this  class  of  men, 
by  whatever  excellent  motives  it  has  been 
prompted,  may  not  have  served  in  some 
degree  to  give  them  ideas  that  rather  be- 
long to  gentlemen  ?  And  from  the  very 
narrow  view  which  some  gentlemen  take 
of  this  subject,  I  cannot  help  adding,  that 
it  seems  to  me  as  if  they  had  too  much 
adopted  ideas  that  belonff  to  farmers. — 
I  shall  say  no  more  on  this  subject,  but 
that,  in  my  opinion,  the  rents  of  land  are 
too  high,  the  profits  of  farmers  too  high, 
and  the  price  of  provisions  too  high  for 
the  people,  the  bulk  of  whom  have  no 
other  prospect  than  that  of  closing  a  life 
of  labour  in  a  workhouse. — I  now  turn  to 
another  part  of  the  subject,  the  Colonial 
case.  This,  sir,  though  we  have  endea* 
voured  to  blind  ourselves  to  it  so  long  ; 
though  it  is  but  a  very  short  time  since, 
even  in  this  house,  we  have  heard  of  the 
exorbitant  gains  of  the  planters ;  though, 
within  two  years,  they  were  still  thought 
to  be  the  fittest  subjects  for  fresh  taxation 
(the  tax  being  <mly  not  collected  finom 
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the*  impossibility  of  taking  something 
where  nothing  was  left)  ;*  notwithstanding 
mil  this  obstinate  ignorance  of  their  case, 
that  case  is  now  fully  made  out;  so  that  no 
man  can  pretend  to  doubt  it ;  by  the  con- 
current reports  of  three  successive  com- 
mittees, it  is  proved  to  be  neither  more  nor 
less  than  this,^ — ^That  colonial  property, 
having  for  a  long  time  made  very  inade- 
quate returns  for  the  capital  employed,  is 
at  last  arrived  at  that  point,  that  it  makes 
no  return  at  all.  So  t()at  this  great  part 
of  your  empire,  whose  produce  pays  di- 
rectly four  millions  into  the  Exchequer; 
which  maintains  17,000  seamen  for  your 
navy;  which  takes  off  six  millions  of  your 
manufactures,  and  which  has  contributed, 
within  these  last  twenty  years,  more  to 
the  balance  of  your  foreign  trade  than 
any  other  class,  has,  as  the  return  for  its 
own  capital  and  industry,  left — ^not  one 
shilling! — Presuming,  then,  that  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  case  is,  no  longer  question- 
able :  the  next  enquiry  will  be  as  to  its 
real  cause,  and  its  proper  remedy.  The 
immediate  cause  is  obvious ;  namely,  that 
the  importation  of  their  main  staple  com- 
modity, sugar,  far  exceeds  the  demand  ; 
and  that,  consequently,  its  price  has  fallen 
•o  low,  as  barely  to  cover  the  charges  of 
production,  duty,  freight,  &c.  Thus  their 
profits  are  reduced  to  nothing :  while  all 
the  burthens  imposed  on  them,  and  sup- 
portable only  in  times  of  prosperity,  remain 
unmitigated. — Had  this  excess  of  impor- 
tation beyond  the  demand  arisen  merely 
from  the  spontaneous  produce  of  our  olH 
islands;  or  even  from  a  gradual  decline  of 


*  It  is  said,  these  are  not  taxes  on  the 
planter,  but  on  the  consiuner.  This  is 
however  not  the  case.  It  cannot  be  laid 
down  as  a  general  proposition,  that  taxes 
fell  either  on  the  producer  or  the  consumer: 
for,  according  to  circumstances,  they  will 
fall  on  either,  or  on  both :  and  this  de- 

r*nds  on  the  degree  of  supply  and  demand, 
prove  it  thus :  There  must  be  a  maxi- 
mum of  price  at  which  consumption  will 
cease,  and  a  mini)nium  at  which  produc- 
tion will  cease.  Now  then,  suppose  this 
maximum  to  exist,  a  fresh  tax  would  ne- 
cessarily fall  on  the  producer :  for,  accord- 
ing to  the  premises,  the  consumer  can 
pay  no  higher  price.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  price  be  at  its  minimum,  a  fresh 
tax  must  fall  on  the  consumer;  for  the 
producer  can  go  no  lower.  Intermediate 
cases  must  be  governed  by  the  same  prin- 
ciple. 


our  domestic  consumption,  these  things 
might  be  fairly  left  to  recover  their  due 
proportion:  and  certainly,  the  colonies, 
though,  under  any  particular  pressure, 
they  might  have  asked  for  relief,  and 
though,  under  particular  circumstances,  it 
might  have  been  wise  on  our  own  account 
to  have  granted  it ;  yet  they  could  have 
claimed  nothing  as  a  right.  But  if  it  is 
by  your  acts,  and  by  acts  of  which  you  de- 
rive the  benefit,  that  the  due  proportion 
of  supply  and  demand  has  been  destroyed ; 
and  that,  by  your  assistance  only,  the  le- 
vel can  be  restored,  they  have  a  right  ta 
apply  not  only  to  your  liberality  and  po- 
licy, but  to  your  justice. — ^The  case  is  glar- 
ing. By  your  conquests,  almost  all  the 
sugar  in  the  world  is  forced  into  this  mar- 
ket, and,  by  the  conquests  of  Buonaparte, 
here  it  is  confined.  I  admit  indeed,  that 
the  production  of  the  old  colonies  has  been 
somewhat  extended  *  but  not  in  the  same 
degree  with  our  domestic  consumption; 
so  that  this  cannot  be  assigned  as  a  rea- 
son for  withholding  relief,  at  least  in  as 
far  as  the  evil  has  arisen  firom  your  own 
acts,  in  which  they  had  no  interest,  and 
over  which  they  had  no  controul.  Much 
pains  has  been  taken  not  only  to  justify 
the  refusal  of  relief  by  representing  that 
their  distress  arose  from  extended  specu- 
lations, but  to  mark  these  with  an  oppro- 
bious  character.  Extended  agriculture  is 
doubtless  a  speculation :  but  why  a  gamb- 
ling speculation  ?  I  wish  to  know,  sir, 
whether  British  subjects,  acquiring  or  in- 
heriting land  in  the  British  colonies,  for- 
feit not  only  their  right  (as  it  would  seem 
they  do)  to  equal  favour,  but  also  the  right 
to  have  their  actions  tried  by  the  same 
standard  of  morality  ?  A  landholder  here 
improves  his  estate,  enlarges  his  crops,  and 
brings  his  waste  land  into  cultivation : — ^it 
is  a  speculation,  and  may  be  profitable  or 
not :  but,  at  any  rate,  it  is  deemed  an  ho- 
nourable and  praise  worthy  exertion.  A 
land -holder  in  the  colonies  does  the  same 
thiuK :  but  there,  having  first  deprived  him 
of  the  reward  of  his  industry,  to  justify 
that  act,  you  brand  him  with  the  name  of 


*  This  extension  has  less  arisen  from 
the  cultivation  of  new  lands,  than  from  the 
introduction  of  a  more  productive  plant,—- 
the  Bourbon-cane  i  and  the  extension  is 
more  apparent  than  real,  for  though  the 
south-sea  cane  yields  a  greater  quantity 
of  sugar,  yet  that  sugar  contains  a  less 
proportion  of  true  saccharine  matter  than 
the  other. 
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ft  gambling  speculator.  But  it  has  been 
laid,  if  the  evil  arises  from  an  oyer-produc- 
tion  of  sugar^  the  planters  hkve  the  Reme- 
dy in  their  own  hands.  Let  them  pro- 
duce a  less  quantity.  Sir,  no  concert  or 
combination  is  possible  in  so  numerous  a 
body;  nor  will  the  effect  be  produced,  as 
in  most  other  instances  it  would,  by  the 
natural  operation  of  a  low  price.  In  other 
cases  of  agriculture,  if  a  crop  be  unpro- 
ductive as  to  price,  it  will  not  be  renewed, 
but  other  crops  will  be  substituted  in  its 
room.  Such  is  not  the  cose^ith  sugar. — 
A  sugar  estate  can  be  conrerted  to  no 
other  purpose  *,  without  sacrificing  nearly 
the  whole ;  nor  can  its  crop  be  lessened, 
without  aggrivated  loss :  ibr,  as  the  ez- 
pences  must  remain  nearly  the  same, 
whatever  be  the  crop ;  it  follows  that,  the 
lower  the  price  may  be,  the  more  every 
man  is  compelled  to  keep  his  crop  at  the 
highest,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  prevent 
actual  loss  where  there  had  been  no  gain 
before  +.  I  think,  sir,  I  might  here  con- 
clude, without  farther  argument,  that  re- 
lief  is  due  to  the  colonies ;  and  thsX  on  this 
shewing  alone,  an  equitable  government 
could  not  refuse  it,  because  their  ruin 
arises  from  the  acts  of  this  country,  of 
which  this  country  derives  the  benefit.  I 
might  represent  that,  in  balancing  between 


*  If  It  were  possible  to  convert  sugar 
-estates  into  co^  or  cotton  plantations,  it 
is  dear  that  not  much  would  be  gained 
thereby :  it  would  be  exchanging  merely 
a  glut  of  sugar  for  a  glut  of  coflfee  or  cot- 
ton.— ^From  the  introduction  of  new  ob- 
jects of  cultivation  from  Uie  East,  perhaps, 
in  time  much  benefit  may  result:  but 
these  things  are  too  distant  to  save  the  co- 
lonies, which  must  perish  before  such  be- 
nefit could  arise.  But  surely  this  proposal 
to  the  colonies,  of  changing  the.  object  of 
their  cultivation,  comes  rather  curiously 
from  those  who  contend,  that  the  agricul- 
ture of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  would  be 
ruined  if  any  other  com  was  substituted  in 
lieu  of  barley  in  only  one-eight  of  its  usual 
crop. 

t  But  supposing  it  were  possible  for  the 
planter  to  reduce  his  crop,  the  consequence 
must  be,  that  the  exportation  fi*om  this 
country,  and  the  shipping' employed,  must 
undergo  a  similar  diminution.  How  for 
this  may  touch  the  vital  interest  of  Oreat 
Britain,  will  best  appear  from  the  consi- 
deration of  what  our  enemy  is  aiming 
chiefly  to  destroy,-— our  commerce  and 
navy. 


them  and  tho«e  of  any  o^er  class  of  men, 
not  only  the  relative  importance  of  tb« 
parties  to  the  stale  should  be  considered, 
but  also  the  importance  which  the  thing 
contended  for  is  to  those  parties ;  and  that, 
however  inferior  a  stake  to  the  nation  th« 
prosperity  of  the  colonies  may  be,  com- 
pared with  the  prosperity  of  its  domestic 
agriculture,  yet  if  the  thing  in  quescioa 
be  all  to  one,  and  little  to  the  other,  it 
should  not  be  refused. — Such  language 
would  the  colonies  be  entitled  to  hold: 
(for  are  they  not  equally  your  subjects  ?) 
but  continued  oppression  has  taught  them 
an  humble  tone.  For  equal  favour  they  pre- 
sume not  to  ask,  of  unequal  burthens  tney 
presume  not  to  complain;  and  though, 
wh^i  they  were  prosperous,  you  sei;fted  on 
the  greater  part  of  their  profits  as  soon  as 
it  could  be  cxBfected ;  though  you  now  con- 
tinue equal  exaction  when  those  profits 
are  extinct,  they  submit,  and  all  they  now 
ask  of  you  is,  that  they  may  at  least  be 
permitted  to  esust;  and,  fiimlly,  in  the 
moment  of  their  ruin,  they  tell  you  that, 
if  yo«  destroy  ibek  only  maiket,  they 
must  perish.-^r ;  tbe  colonies  may  claim 
of  you  not  only  on  these  grounds  of  com- 
mon right,  which  every  sub^t  must  have 
under  every  government ;  but  they  may 
claim  of  jTou  your  positive  engagement  and 
plighted  foitn.  What  was  your  original 
compact  with  the  colonies  ?  I  cannot  be 
supf>osed  to  mean  an  instrument  signed 
and  exchanged ;  but  I  meanan  undersUnd- 
iilg  as' binding  and  clear  as  any  instrument 
could  have  ratified.  You  took  their  all ;  yoa 
subjected  their  interest  to  that  of  Great 
Britain  in  every  possible  way.  Bound  to 
navigate  in  your  ships ;  compelled  to  part 
with  their  produce  in  a  raw  state,  that  you 
might  have  the  benefit  of  its  mamifoc- 
ture  ;— of  you  only, 'they  were  permitted 
to  buy  ;  in  your  market  only,  they  were 
permitted  to  sell.  Is  it  possible,  then,  to 
suppose  that  nothing  was  given  them  in 
return  ?  Yes,  sir,  by  the  same  authority 
which  took .  this  from  tbem,— by  act  of 
parliament,  you  gave  them  in  return — ^yoiir 
market.  It  was  monopoly  for  monopoly : — 
and  now  if,  retaining  that  which  you  took, 
you  deprive  them  D?  that  which  you  gave 
in  return,  your  laws  were  a  3nare,  ai^ 
your  injustice  is  complete.— ^Now,  whother 
this  monopoly  of  your  market  be  ^recalled 
by  act  of  pariiainent,  or  deiitr)yed  indi- 
rectly by  the  acts  of  your  government, 
the  etiect  is  the  same  to.  them  v  lukl  the  in- 
justice will  be  the  same  in  you*  till  you  re- 
pair the  wrong. — ^In  this  instance  you  may 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


509] 


PAUL.  DEBATES,  May  23,  nOB.^Stigm' DhtiVaiion, 


(510 


repair  it  at  an  easy  price.    The  ferttine  of 
Mrar,  by  stopping  the  importation  of  corn, 
has  thrown  a  great  achrantage  into  the 
hands  of  the  farmer ; — the  fortune  of  war, 
by  stoppping  the   exportation  of  sugar, 
when  you  had  overloaded  the  market,  has 
reduced  the  planter  to  ruin.     What  must 
we  think  of  the  former  class,  that  would 
Aot  part  with  a  small  share  of  this  advan- 
tage, to  save  the  latter  ?  what  must  we 
think  of  a  legislature  which  would  not 
compel  them  ?      The  case  between  the 
eolonies  and  the  land  (for  so  our  oppo- 
nents force  us  invidiously  to  put  it)  may 
be  stated  in  any  other  way.    The  nation 
required  of  the  colonies  to  provide  sugar 
for  its  consumption  and  export.    It  re- 
quired  of  the   land-holders  to   provide 
com  for  its  increasing  population.    The 
colonist  has    met  the    demand,  and   is 
ruined  ;  the  corn-grower  has  not  met  the 
demand,  and   is  rewarded  by  a  higher 
price. — ^They  say,  *  What  right  has  the  co- 
lonist to  the  distillery  ?    This  is  a  British 
Consumption,  and  belongs  to  the  British 
producer.''     Good  :  but  then,  what  right 
have  yon  to  his  trade  ?  then,  what  right 
has    the    British  producer   to   his  con- 
sumption i      But,  sir,    I  deny  that  the 
distiild-y  is   a  British^  consumption.    At 
this  moment,  bariey  may  be  imported 
from  any  port  of  Europe.     It  is   your 
enemy   who  prevents   it,  and  not  your 
law.    How  can  the  dbtillerv  then  be  called 
a  British  consumption,  when,  if  Buona- 
parte would  suflpr  rt,  that  distiDery  might 
be  wholly  supplied  with  com  from  the 
Baltic  ?^They  say,  this  measure  is  taking 
from  England,  and  ^vtng  to  the  West  In- 
dies.^Bir ;  it  is  taking  nothing  from  Eng- 
land ;  but  it  is  substituting  the  produce  of 
the  West  Indies  for  that  of  foreign  states ; 
it  is  giving  to  England  an  advantage  in 
the  balance  of  trade ;  it  is  giving  her  inde- 
pendence of  the  enemy  as  to  her  supply 
of  food  ;  and  it  is  gjvntg  her  security  as 
to  the  possession  of  her  colonies.    But 
were  it  taking  somethinff  from  England, 
surely  it  were  wiser  to  forego  a  tempo- 
rary advantage,  than  risk  the  permanent 
source  of  prdit.    One  cannot,  on  this  oc- 
casion, help  recollecting  the  Roman  fable 
which  represented  the  Ihnbs  as  refusing 
sustenance  td  the  stomach.     Here  the  case 
is  inverted ;  it  is  the  stomach  which  would 
refuse   to  impart  its  nourishment  to  the 
Hmbs  which  had  fed  it.-^I  think  one  might 
)Nit  a  case  of  tolerable  analogy  to  the  pre- 
aent,  thus :  we  will  suppose  that,  by  the 
-kmm  «f  yffwr,  the  blaiid  of  Sicily  h&A 


foUen  into  our  hands ;  that,  by  capitola- 
tion,  all  the  grain  of  that  fertile  country 
had  been  admitted  to  your  market ;  and 
that',  from  the  course  of  the  war,  all  ex- 
portation of  corn  were  stopped.     We  will 
suppose  that,  at  the  same  time,  sugar  had 
risen  to  an  unusual  price  ;  that  one  con- 
siderable source  of  its  import  were  closed 
by  the  enemy,  and  that  the  crops  in  the 
remaining  islands  had  been  short.    We 
will  suppose  next,  that  some  ingenious 
person  had  discovered  a  means  of  extract- 
mg  sugar  from  wheat:  under  these  cir* 
eumstances  the  land-holders  come  before 
you,  and  say :  ^  we  have  received  little 
from  OUT  estates  for  some  years  past ;  at 
present  we  receive  nothing.    The  interest 
on  our  mortgages  is  accumulating;  cur 
annuities  and  jointures  are  unpaid ;  our 
estates  are  on  the  eve  oi  foreclosure  for 
sums  quite  disproportioned  to  their  value ; 
and  our  families  are  starving :  we  denre 
you  to  admit  this  new  sugar  into  use ;  vire 
ask  it  only  for  a  time,  and  while  colonial 
sugar  shall  be  scarce.'    Does  any  man 
think  that,  under  such  circumstuices,  the 
colonies  would  wish  to  htterpose  a  selfish 
objection ;  or  that,  if  they  aid,  it  would 
not  be  treated  with  well  merited  scom  ? 
If  so,  let  it  be  explained  where  is  the  dif* 
ference  in  this  from  the  present  case,  ex- 
cepting the  relative  weight  of  the  parties  ? 
If  there  be  no  other  diference,  I,  sir,  will 
tell  you,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  that,  in 
rejecting  the  measure,  you    sign    your 
shame,  and  oonfess  that  power  is  the  mea- 
sure of  your  injustice. — I  know  it  will  be 
said,  the  case   is  not  analogous  in  one 
respect;  for  it  is  not  the  admission  of 
sugar  the  colonies  require,  but  the  prohi- 
bition of  com.     Sir ;  the  colonies  reouire 
no  prohibition:    for  them   it  would  be 
much  better  to  say  nothing  of  corn,  and 
merely  to  take  off  the  prohibitory  duty 
<m  sugar.     Admitted  on  the  same  terms 
as  malt,  sugar  would  speedily  occupy  the 
brewery  as  well  as  the  distillery  :  but  it 
is  your  own  revenue  which  requires  the 
prohibition  :  for,  were  the  indiscriminate 
use  of  barley  and  sugar  admitted,  the  re- 
venue could  not  be  protected  against  fraud. 
It  is  therefore,  on  the  behalf  of  your  reve- 
nue, proposed  that,  the  use  of  sugar  being 
prohibited   in  the   brewery,   the  use  of 
grain  should  be  prohibited  in  the  distil-  - 
lery,  which  consumes  not  one  fourth  of 
the  other.— Sir ;  the  colonies  which  have 
been  fettered  and  restricted  for  the  bene- 
fit of  every  otht;r  class  that  desired  it,  can 
perhaps  not  be  snbstamially  and  penmH 
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nently  relieved  without  some  sacrifice 
somewhere.  And  indeed  their  case  is 
desperate,  if  it  be  expected  that  they 
shall  propose  a  mode  of  relief  to  which  no 
man  will  urge  an  objection.  That  cir- 
cumstances should  have  furnished  so  un- 
objectionable a  mode  as  the  present  mea- 
sure, was  not  within  their  expectation; 
and  if  this  should  fail,  they  must  indeed 
be  sanguine  if  they  continue  to  hope. — 
It  has  been  remarked,  I  think  by  Montes- 
quieu, that  the  colonies  of  a  monarchy  are 
generally  better  off  than  those  of  a  free 
state.  The  remark  is  just,  and  the  reason 
is,  plain.  A  monarch  has  no  interest  to 
oppress  one  class  of  his  subjects  in  order 
to  favour  another.  In  a  state  where  a 
popular  assembly  has  much  to  say,  it  is 
otherwise.  There,  difierent  interests  come 
into  collision  ;  the  stronger  will  prevail, 
and  the  colonial,  being  the  weakest,  will 
generally  be  oppressed. — ^The  conduct  of 
Great  Britain  forms  no  exception  to  this 
remark ;  and  we  have  paid  the  price  of 
it.  America  resisted,  and  was  lost.  The 
West  Indies  cannot  indeed  resist,  but  they 
may  be  ruined. — Methinks  I  hear  some 
gentlemen  say.  What  then  ?  It  may  be 
true  perhaps,  that  the  present  proprietors 
will  be  ruined :  but  what  is  Uiis  to  the 
nation  ?  The  islands  will  remain  ;  sugar 
will  still  be  imported ;  manufacture  will 
still  be  exported ;  and  ships  will  still  be 
employed. — ^Persons  who  can  thus  treat 
the  extinction  of  a  who^  community,  as 
a  matter  of  indifference  to  the  state,  whose 
injustice  produced  it,  will  hardly  expect 
to  be  addressed  with  the  language  wnich 
a  just  and  generous  nation  would  desire  to 
hear.  But,  sir,  it  will  be  found,  that  those 
amongst  us  who  are  least  sensible  to  th^ 
feelings  of  justice  and  generosity,  are  not 
so  entirely  without  interest  in  the  case  as 
they  flatter  themselves  they  are.  If,  Sir, 
mattei-s  could  proceed  quietly  to  this  point, 
I  grant  you  that  nothing  would  have  hap- 
pened but  the  total  ruin  of  the  present 
proprietors ;  and  whether  this,  with  all  its 
ramifications,  would  or  would  hot  produce 
some  serious  convulsion  in  the  state,  I  will 
not  pronounce. — But  matters  will  not  pro- 
ceed quietly  to  this  point  Let  us  trace 
the  natural  progress  of  their  ruin  a  little 
closer.  For  a  short  time  it  will  probably 
happen,  that  such  proprietors  as  are  un- 
incumbered with  debt,  and  have  other 
resourses,  will  endeavour  to  continue  their 
establishment,  submitting  rather  to  a  total 
loss  of  income  than  capital.  The  majority 
cannot  do  this;  and  their  estates  will  be 


abandoned  to  the  creditor  for  his  debt, 
however  disproportioned  to  the  value.  A 
foreclosure  of  three-fourths  of  the  West- 
India  property  must  speedily  take  place. 
But  however  cheaply  the  property  will 
be  acquired  by  the  new  owners,  still,  if  it 
produces  nothing  a  similar  transfer  must 
soon  recur.  Perhaps  it  will  be  said,  when 
this  has  happened  to  a  certain  extent,  a 
diminution  of  produce  will  ensue,  and 
every  thing  be  restored  to  a  proper  level. 
But  observe  what  must  happen  in  the  mean 
time.  A  whole  community  will  not  be 
led  to  certain  ruin  without  an  effort  to 
save  themselves.  This  application  to 
Great  Britain  is  their  first  enort.  I  know 
not  what  may  be  the  next;  but  this  I 
know,  that  no  wise  nation  will  place  any 
class  of  its  subjects  in  a  situation  where 
they  have  nothing  to  lose.  Be  as  pow- 
erful as  you  may,  oe  thev  as  weak  as  they 
mav,  it  is  unwise  to  reauce  them  to  de- 
spair. How  the  storm  may  burst,  I  cannot 
tell ;  but  in  a  war  like  this,  it  is  not  easy 
to  say  what  new  cases  may  arise.  I  like 
not  to  dwell  on  this  subject.  Let  those 
hear,  who  will  take  warning. — ^But,  sir,  it 
is  not  the  white  inhabitants  only  we  are  to 
consider.  Will  the  negroes  be  indifferent 
spectators  of  this  process  ?  Believe  me, 
notwithstanding  all  we  have  heard,  a  great 
portion  of  them  are  strongly  attached  to 
their  masters ;  and  this  sentiment  has,  in 
many  cases,  been  hereditary  for  several 
generations,  on  both  sides.  We  have  of^n 
seen  when,  under  such  circumstances,  an 
estate  was  alienated,  how  the  negroes  pined 
under  the  change,  and  resented  it  pn  their 
new  masters;  how,  from  orderly  and  con- 
tented people,  they  became  disaffected 
and  fit  for  any  mischief.  It  is  not  by 
force,  but  by  opinion,  they  are  governed. 
Now,  if  as  a  general  case,  they  see  their 
masters  extinguished  one  after  another,  is 
it  to  be  imagined  that  no  dangerous  feel- 
ings will  be  excited  ?  Will  they  be  en « 
tirely  passive  when,  throughout  the  islands, 
they  themselves,  taken  in  execution  for 
debt,  are  torn  from  their  homes,  their  pro<* 
p<erty  and  their  families  ?  Can  we  be  sure 
that  not  one  of  their  masters,  indignant  at 
the  ruin  he  had  not  deserved,  and  stung 
with  the  view  of  a  starving  family^,  may* 
by  some  hasty  word  or  deed,  strike  that 
spark  which  will  fire  the  train,  and  pro- 
duce a  conflagration  which  torrents  of 
British  blood  must  extinguish  ?  Let  not 
this  be  called  hiffh  colouring;  it  is  the 
natural  progress  ef  effect  from  the  cause  ; 
and  a  case  like  this  will  be  more  dan* 
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l^rou^  as  the  white  population  of  the 
islands  must  speedily  be  reduced  loa  very 
low  ebb>  being  composed  chiefly  of  per- 
sons whose  salaries  can  no  longer  be  paid. 
But  I  have  heard  some  persons  say,  Ureat 
Britain  would  do  better  without  the  colo- 
nies; even  leave  them  to  their  fate, — 
Such  theories  have  been  broached :  for 
what  is  there  too  absurd  not  to  have  met 
with  some  partisans?  It  is  pretty  clear, 
however,  that  it  is  not  by  such  theories 
vre  have  risen  to  our  present  greatness, 
and  are  now  able  to  contend  with  the 
world ;  and  it  is  pretty  evident,  that,  but 
for  the  force  which  arises  from  the  oppo- 
site system,  we  should  be  as  nothing  in 
the  scale.  But  even  to  these  theorists  1 
would  say.  At  least  then  keep  the  colonies, 
that  you  may  give  them  aw^y  ;  Bona- 
parte has  a  very  different  sense  of  their 
value,  and,  if  you  want  peace,  will  pro- 
bably, fur  that  single  cession,  grant  your 
own  t^rms  as  to  the  rest. — I  have  still  one 
^et  of  men  to  answer.  It  is  those  who  say 
-r-*  We  admit  your  case  ;  you  have  every 
claim  on  the  justice  anid  generosity  oi  the 
British  public.  As  a  member  of  that 
public.  We  will  go^  any  length  to  assist 
you ;  but  we  will  not  be  singled  out. 
Why  fall  on  the  land  only,  when  the  na- 
tion at  large  should  pay  the  price?'  I 
think,  sir,  I  have  shewn  that  this  measure 
will  fall  on  no  one ;  that  even  for  itself  it 
is  desirable ;  that  ^om  the  l^d  it  could 
pnl  V  take  what  the  land-holder  ought  not, 
and  professes  not  to  desire,  namely,  exor- 
bitant prices  for  corn ;  and  that,  at  most, 
it  is  but  admitting  the  colonies  to  a  small 
part  of  the  benefit  which  the  stopt  im- 
porUtion  has  given  to  the  land. — But,  sir, 
the  reason  why  this  particular  mode  of  re- 
lief is  urged,  is  this:  that  it  is  the  only  one 
which  is  Immediate.  Other  things  may 
perhaps  do  more  permanent  good,  but 
their  eflect  is  distant  The  colonies  cannot 
live  so  long,  as  to  wait  the  result.  If  there 
were  other  modes  of  relief,  can  gentlemen 
imagine  that  those  interested  for  the  colo- 
nies would  be  so  absurd  to  persist  in  striv- 
ing for  that  which  they  were  least  likely 
to  obtain?  Would  they  by  preference 
choose  to  contend  with  the  most  powerful 
interest  in  the  house  or  (he  country  ? 
Those  of  the  committee,  who  urge  that 
relief  might  be  obtained  in  a  better  way, 
have  not  dealt  fairly  with  the  colonies. 
It  was  their  duty  to  attend  when  other 
iQpdes  of  relief  were  considered  :  and  if 
they  had  been  present,  they  would  liave 
known  what  difiiculUes  pre«^t  tbc^- 
VoLXI. 


selves  in  every  direction.  When  they 
imagined  their  own  pockets  were  con- 
cerned, they  were  never  absent  half  an 
hour ;  but  when  the  object  of  relief  to  the 
colonies  which  the  house  had  enjoined 
them  to  consider,  was  under  discussion, 
we  saw  them  no  more  :  and,  had  the  com* 
mittee  consisted  chiefly,  as  some  say  it 
ought,  of  county  members,  from  the  sample 
we  had,  the  committee  must  have  long  since 
ceased  its  labours  for  want  of  a  quorum. — 
As  to  those  who  say  this  will  do  the  colo- 
nies no  good,  I  think  {  may  be  dispensed 
from  replying  to  them.  Far  short  indeed  is 
this  boon,  of  what  they  may  justly  claim  ; 
and  far  short  is  it  of  what  will  ultimately 
save  them  :  but  to  suppose  that  men  whose 
existence  is  at  stake,  have  not  as  care&Uy 
considered  the  subject  as  those  whose  in-i 
terest  is  not  concerned,  or  they  are  more 
ignorant  of  their  own  interest  than  other 
people,  is  a  supposition  altogether  whim-' 
sicai.  I  understand,  sir,  that  we  shall  lose 
some  supporters  this  night,  because  we 
found  our  recommendation  of  the  mea- 
sure on  the  danger  of  scarcity ;  a  subject 
which  some  gentlemen  think  we  were  not 
authorized  to  discuss.  To  whom .  it  was 
owing  that  we  entered  into  this  subject, 
has  been  already  stated ;  and  now,  our  op- 
ponents would  profit  by  their  own  wroi^; 
rhe  case  of  the  colonies  is  here  truly  hard  ; 
having  refuted  all  the  objections  that  were 
singly  urged  against  them,  they  at  last 
are  met  with  one  which  they  cannot  sur- 
mount, as  it  proceeds  from  opposite  points. 
Some  will  vote  against  them,  if  you  do 
not  state  the  domestic  ground  for  the  mea-* 
sure  ;  because  then  it  would  i^pear  to 
n^ake  domestic  interests  subservient  to  co- 
lonial ones ;  others  will  vote  against  them 
if  the  domestic  groimd  be  stated,  because 
this  committee  Was  appointed  merely  for 
colonial  considerations.  So  that  one  class 
objects  to  a  measure  which  they  do  not 
deny  to  be  desirable  at  home,  because  it 
is  alleged  to  be  also  desirable  abroad; 
and  the  other  class  objects  to  a  measure 
which  they  admit  to  be  desirable  abroad> 
beci^use  it  is  alleged  also  to  be  desirable 
at  home.  We  wpuld  do  the  thing  for  our 
own  sake,  says  one,  only  that  it  does  good 
to  you,  and  will  make  us  appear  subservi- 
ent to  your  interests. — ^And  we  would  do 
it,  says  the  other,  for  your  sake,  only  that 
some  people  think  it  would  do  good  to 
ourselves  also. — Such  is  the  wTetched  case 
of  the  colonies:  if  one  objection  will  not 
serve,  another  will ;  and  if  they  have  re» 
fated  all  the  objections  which  have  been 
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urged  singly,  then  they  are  met  by  con- 
tradictory objections  at  once ;  one  or  other 
of  which  is  sure  to  hit  them.  This  con- 
▼ijices  me,  that  the  opposition  lies  deeper 
than  we  ckn  see,  and  arises  firom  a  real 
indisposition  to  relieve  them,  from  what- 
ever cause  this  may  proceed.  In  such  a 
case,  it  b  perhaps  useless  to  continue  the 
argum^it ;  for  true  it  will  be  on  this  sub- 
ject, as  on  every  other,  that 

A  man  convincd  RKMiist  bis  wHl, 

Is  of  the  same  opinion  still. 
Sir  ^  the  history  of  these  objections  will 
be  really  entertaining  to  any  but  a  suf- 
ferer.— ^The  first  objection  was,  that  we 
should  lower  the  price  of  barley,  to  the 
great  injury  of  the  grower.  Against  this 
we  Wfgtd,  that  althpugh  such  would  be 
the  natural  eflect  of  diminishing  its  con- 
sumption, yet  that,  on  this  occasion,  no 
suck  efifect  would  ensue :  for  that  there 
was  a  more  powerful  counteracting  cause, 
namely^the  shortness  of  the  crop,  and  that 
the  only  efiect  that  our  measure  would 
produce,  would  be  to  keep  down  some- 
what the  exorbitant  price  to  which  barley 
might  otherwise  rise.  It  was  however  in 
vain  to  contend :  the  agricultural  pro- 
phets agreed  that  barley  must  fall ;  and 
the  consternation  of  the  fanners  seemed  to 
be  generiaJ.  One  man  declares  it .  would 
fall  to  28  shillings ;  another  says  he  would 
not  sow  his  land  ;  nothing  but  retrench- 
ment, bankruptcy,  and  ruin  were  talked 
of;  in  short  we  were  quite  overborne  by 
the  clamour.  Luckiljr  however,  the  com- 
mittee continued  to  sit,  and  time  argued 
better  than  we :  for  lo  !  and  behold  !  at 
the  end  of  two  months,  all  the  prophets 
are  out,  and  barley,  instead  of  tailing  to 
28  shillings,  has  nsen  to  '^8  shillings. — 
Well ;  what  was  the  next  objection  ?  I 
own  I  was  curious  to  guess  what  it  might 
be ;  and  from  the  inconsistencies  that  I 
bad  seen>  I  allowed  my  fancy  pretty  good 
latitude.  But  my  fency  crept  on  the 
pound  ;  and,  had  I  guessed  to  the  end  of 
time,  I  never  should  have  hit  it.  The  last 
•lyection  was,  that  we  should  lower  the 
price  ;  the  next  was,  thai  we  should  raise 
the  price ;  and  accordingly  it  is  now 
gravely  contended,  that  we  have  raised  it. 
This  objection  is  much  more  difficult  to 
answer  than  the  first,  although  the  first 
had  in  one  sense  a  real  foundation,  and  this 
has  none.  But  the  difficulty  here  is  of  a 
novel  sort :  it  is  that  of  statmg  any  apgu- 
meut  or  conclusion '  ad  absurdum'  in  a 
stronger  point  of  view  than  the  proposi- 
tion itselL    What,  sir !  a  measure  that  is 


to  diminish  the  consumption,  or  increase 
the  supply,  lower  ^e  price :  will  persons 
who  have  a  thing  to  sell,  be  induced  to 
keep  it  back  from  the  apprehension  of  k 
measure  that  will  prohibit  its  future  use  ^ 
Will  the  buyer  purchase  more,  in  the  ex- 
pectation that  he  may  not  be  allowed  to 
use  it?  Speculations  are  common  enough  ; 
but  I  think  not  of  this  sort  Without  the 
measure,  the  distiller  would  certainly 
want  800,000  quarters  of  barley  ;  and  the 
barley-grower  would  have  a  <irtam  mar- 
ket for  that  quantity.  With  the  measure^ 
the  former  will  not  want,  and  the  latter 
cannot  sell  it ;  and  yet  we  are  to  suppose 
the  distiller  more  eager  to  buy,  and  the  ' 
grower  more  unwilling  la  sell,  with  the 
measure  than  without  it. — ^The  next  ob- 
jection is  the  mischievous  principle  which 
this  recommendation  of  the  committee  is 
supposed  to  contain. — ^Now,  as  we  have 
heard  so  much  of  thu  principle,  it  would 
not  have  been  goine  quite  out  of  their 
road,  if  gentlemen  had  been  pleased  to 
tell  us  what  it  was :  for,  to  this  hour,  no 
one  has  yet  distinctly  stated  it.  I  suppose^ 
however,  we  may  conclude  from  the  tenour 
of  their  argument,  that  it  must  be  some- 
thing like  £is;  that  when  the  colonies  are 
in  dfstoess,  they  shall  be  relieved  at  the 
expence  of  the  landed  interest ;  that  when 
the  sugar-market  is  overburtbened,  it  shall 
be  relieved  at  the  expence  of  the,  corn- 
market ;  or  some  similar  proposition. 
Now  this  would  certainly  be  a  very  nais- 
chievous  principle,  which  no  man  would 
more  decidedly  condemn  than  myself. 
But  who  ever  stated  this  principle,  and 
who  owns  it  ?  None  of  the  committee  at 
least :  for  they  not  only  carefully  guard 
against  the  principle,  saying  that  the 
measure  should  on  no  account  be  perma<^ 
nent ;  but  they  declare  the  very  opposite 
principle,  when  they  recommend  that  the 
restriction  should  cease,  if  it  be  found  to 
have  any  undue  efiect  on  the  corn-market, 
let  the  situation  of  the  sugar-market  be  ' 
what  it  may ;  thereby  declaring  that  the 
landed  interest  should  by  no  means  be 
subservient  to  the  colonial,  but  that,  ^.on 
the  contrary,  colonial  interest  should  give 
way  to  that  of  domestic  agriculture.  And 
yet  to  this  imputed  principle,  this  phan* 
torn  of  their  own  imagination,  this  bugbear 
of  their  own  creating,  all  is  to  be  sacri- 
ficed ;  Great  Britain  exposed,  to  want,  and 
the  colonies  to  ruin. — ^With  some  gentle- 
men, this  objection  comes  in  another 
shape,  or  at  least  under  another  name. 
With  them,  it  is  not  principle  but  prece* 
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dent :  an  alarming  and  dangerous  prece- 
dent! It  really  wi^t  make  one  smile  to 
see  the  great  and  powerful  interest  of  this 
coontry  in  an  ag<»iy  of  alarm  at  placing 
a  precedent  in  the  hands  of  some  ten  or 
twelve  merchants  and  three  or  four  plant- 
ers, if  now  so  many  there  be  remaining  in 
4hb  house.  A  body  whose  interest  has ' 
been  sacrificed  to  every  body  and  on  every 
•occasion ;  which  has  been  obliged  to  give 
way,  tvhoever  was  the  opponent ;  not  only 
to  ^reat  and  powerful  bodies,  but  to  those 
•which  were  most  inconsiderable  ;  not  only 
for  great  and  important  objects,  but  for 
considerations  the  most  minute  ;  in  short, 
which  could  be  oppressed  for  every  body 
and  for  every  purpose  up  to  the  point  we 
aee  it  is.  But,  after  all,  what  would  this 
precedent  be,  even  according  to  their  own 
ahewing?  A  precedent  that  would  do 
them  honour  at  little  cost.  It  would  be 
merely  this,  that,  in  the  urgent  distress  of 
the  colonies,  no  other  measure  appearing 
practicable  for  their  immediate  relief,  but 
«ne  that  would  unload  the  market  of  a 
glut  forced  into  it  by  our  conquests,  the 
landed  interest  had  stepped  before  the  rest 
of  the  nation  in  yielding  l-16lh  of  the 
barley  market  at  a  time  when  barley  was 
at  least  sixteen  shillings  higher  than  the 
price  at  which  importation  is  allowed  by 
law. — One  more  objection  I  must  yet 
notice,  which  seems  to  have  m^nAe  con-, 
siderable  impression;  It  is  this  ;  that 
every  kind  of  restriction  is  bad,  espe- 
cially in  regard  to  corn  ;  that  every 
4hing  ought  to  be  free,  and  led  to  find  its 
own  level.  To  this  doctrine,  no  man  as- 
sents more  fully  than  I  do.  The  theory 
is  most  just.  But,  sir,  nothing  leads  into 
more  error  than  the  false  application  of 
true  principles ;  and  no  maxim  has  ever 
been  more  misapplied  than  this,  that  trade 
will  find  its  own  level.  So  it  will,  if  left 
to  itself:  but  then  it  must  be  left  to  itself 
throughout.  If  you  have  interfered  with 
various  restrictions  and  regulations  already 
it  is  most  absurd,  in  one  particular  instance, 
to  quote  a  rdle  you  have  constantly  disre- 
garded. Trade,  like  the  element  from 
which  the  phrase  is  borrowed,  will  find 
its  level,  if  left  to  itself;  but  if  its  course 
.be  stopped  here  and  forced  forward  there, 
an  artificial  level  will  be  introduced,  which 
you  must  continue  to  regulate  and  super- 
intend, or  you  must  abandon  all  your  past 
regulatioBB  and  restrictions. — ^Thus,  as  to 
the  colonies ;  if  left  to  themselves,  assur- 
edly they  would  bring  no  more  sugar  to 
|)i^  fiWket than  it  demands^  but  if  you 


force  them  to  come  here,  you  must  con* 
trive  a  vent  for  what  they  hiring.  Thus  as 
to  corn;  if  left  to  itself,  doubtless,  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  and  the  industry  of  the 
inhabitants,  would  not  suffer  these  islands 
to  want  But  if  your  whole  system  has 
been  a  system  of  regulations  ;  if  maxi- 
mums and  minimums  exist  for  importation 
and  exportation ;  and  if  these,  operating 
with  other  causes,  destroying  the  balance 
between  agriculture  and  manufacture,  have 
made  you  in  some  degree  dependent  on 
importation  for  subsistence :  you  may 
gradually  indeed  recede  firom  an  erroneous 
system,  and  finally  abandon  it:  but  it 
will  not  be  safe  suddenly  to  turn  round 
and  trust  the  subsistence  of  the  country, 
especially  at\er  a  short  crop,  to  a  theory 
perfectly  just,  but  which  you  have  ren- 
dered inapplicable.  Other  objections  have 
perhaps  been  urged ;  and  their  variety 
and  inconsistency  is  such,  that  one  may 
be  excused  if  sqme  are  forgot.  One  ques- 
tion I  would  however  ask :  how  comes  it 
that,  having  hitherto  imported  com,  no 
objection  was  made  ?  Writers  mi^t  per- 
haps in  theory  object,  remarks  might  oc- 
casionally be  made  in  parliament;  but 
still,  the  landed  interest  was  quiet;  there 
was  no  clamour,  no  alarm,  no  parlia- 
mentary opposition  to  the  import,  till  at 
last,  tt^t,  being  suddenly  stopt  by  your 
enemy,  it  is  proposed  for  one  year,  till 
you  can  increase  your  domestic  produce, 
to  take  a  partial  supply  from  anotherquar- 
ter ;  when  it  came  from  foreign  states, 
good ;  but  when  from  your  own  eolonies, 
ruin,  and  destruction ;  and  this  under  cir- 
cumstances that  make  it  at  least  doubtful 
whether  your  people  will  not  want.  Had 
this  measure  had  no  reference  to  the  West 
Indies,  it  is  clear  to  every  observer,  it 
follows  from  the  arguments  used  against 
it,  that  it  would  not  have  met  half  the  op- 
position it  has  met.  Well  then  may  the 
colonies  cry  out,  when  you  talk  of  the 
protection  af&rded  them.  Protect  us  but 
against  yourselves  !  Ko  ruin  can  come 
upon  us  from  any  other  quarter  like  that 
which  your  protection  aficrds ;  to  us  every 
change  may  affind  hope,  every  alteration 
improvement !  Even  the  language  of  re- 
fusal adds  to  its  poignancy.  £very  one 
admits  the  justice  of  their  case,  every  one 
speaks  to  them  commiseration ;  but  every 
one  sends  them  to  the  next  door.  Apply 
to  the  minister  for  relief  from  taxes;  there 
they  are  told  that  it  is  impossible  to  meddle 
with  so  important  a  branch  of  the  revenus, 
which  at  this  time  could  .no  how  be  re* 
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placed:  besides,  that  anv  relaxation  of 
duties  would  not  benefit  them,  but  go  to 
Ihe  consumer  as  long  as  the  market  is  over- 
loaded. ,  Propose  a  measure  for  this  pur- 
pose :  here  the  landed  gentlemen  are  all 
m  array ;  they  have  '  lowering  the  price/ 
and  '  raising  the  price/ — '  alarming  prin- 
ciple/— *  formidable  precedent/ — ^  dan- 
gerous doctrine/  to  contend  with.  Gro  on, 
jand  ask  merely  leave  to  pay  the  Ameri- 
cans, who  bring  them  the  necessaries  of 
life,  in  sugar,  which  they  cannot  sell,  in- 
stead of  money,  which  they  cannot  get  ; 
then  they  meet  the  ship-owners,  with 
'  navigation  lawB,'-«-Briti8h  bottoms/  and 
*  neutral  bottoms/ — '  nursery  of  seamen,' 
. — 'importance  of  the  navy,'  &c.  Ask 
for  leave  to*  obtain  their  supplies  iq  a 
4)heaper  way ;  then  comes  *  interest  of 
manufactures,' — '  ruin  of  trade/-— '  mother 
country,'  and  I  know  not  what.  Ask,  at 
leai^,  permission  to  improve  their  produce 
and  send  home  their  sugar  in  a  refined 
Btate,  which  now  will  not  pay  for  fireight 
kk  a  raw  state ;  then  they  meet  the  '  ship- 
owners,' again,  and  '  the  refiners/ — ^'es- 
tablished on  acts  of  parliament/  and  God 
Jcnows  what  else.  In  short,  torn  which 
way  they  will,  it  is  the  same  ;  everywhere 
their  claims  admitted,  but  everywhere 
steadily  opposed.  It  is*  a  complete  exem- 
plification of  the  lines  of  our  beautiful 
poet ;  from  the  first,  it  is : — 

**  It  grieves  my  heart  to  see  you  thas ; 

^  Be  comforted ;  relief  is  near ; 

*'  See,  all  yonr  friends  are  in  the  rear." 
down  to  the  last,  who  says  : — 

"  Older  and  abler  pas»'d  you  by ; 

**  How  strong  were  those,  liow  weak  am  I ; 
One  might  add,  with  little  alteration : — 

"  Ruin,  we  own,  is  just  in  view : 

**  But  this  is  your  affair — adieu." 

Such  is  British  justice;  such  is  British 
compassion ;  and  such  is  the  fate  of  British 
colonies !  Worn  out  with  lassitude^  con- 
tinued oppression,  and  repeated  disap- 
pointments, what  other  sentiment  can  re- 
main for  them  but  despair,  or,  if  there  be 
li  hope,  it  must  be  a  hope  of  separation 
from  what  (if  this  measure  be  rejected)  I 
will  not  call  the  mother  country  ?— Sir;  I 
trust  it  will  not  be  rejected  ;  but  that  sen- 
timents more  worthy  the  justice,  the  libe- 
rality, and  the  wisdom  of  a  British  house 
of  commons,  will  prevail.  I  hope  so  the 
more^  as  I  observe  that,  although  this  has 
been  artfully  cried  up  as  the  cause  of 
the  landed  interest  against  colonial,  and 
possibly  thereby  the  majority  of  those  re- 
presenting tfaft  former  may  be  hostile  to 


the  measure ;  yet  that  many  gentlemen  of 
this  description  are  not  so,  but  considering 
the  subject  in  a  more  enlarged  view,  are 
its  warm  supporters.  That  we  and  they 
may  succeed,  is  my  sincere  wish  ;  for  £ 
very  much  fear,  that  if  tiiis  measure  for 
the  relief  of  the  colonies  diall  fail,  it  will 
be  the  last  we  shall  ever  have  occasion  to 
consider. 

•  Mr.  JR.  Dmdas  concuived  in  the  gene- 
ral principle  laid  down  by  his  right  bon. 
friend  the  chancellor  of  the  exdiequer  for 
Ireland,  as  to  the  propriety  of  not  inter- 
ten  ng  with  the  corn  laws,  an  interfecemM, 
in  general,  which  could  not  be  produdive 
of  any  beneficial  consequence.  But,  aH 
the  same  time,  he  must  aljow  that  there 
were  extreme  cases,  in  which  it  would  be 
necessary  to  resort  to  such  interference. 
The  question,  therefore,  was,  whether  the 
present  circumstances  of  this  country 
were  such  as  to  constitute  a  case  of  that 
description  ?  Tlie  late  cropa  of  barley  and 
oats  had  been  short,  but  not  the  crop  of 
wheat.  Though  there  was  no  danger  of 
scarcity  at  present,  yet  they  ought  to  look 
to  the  future,  and  in  the  event  of  a  short 
crop  this  season,  they  would  not  be  justi*. 
fied  m  not  leaving  to  the  executive  go- 
vernment the  power  of  giving  to  the  public 
consumption  that  amount  of  corn  which 
was  consumed  in  the  distilleries.  He  did 
not  agree  either  with  those  who  supported 
this  as  a  colonial  measure,  or  with  those 
who  defended  it  on  the  score  of  existing 
X)r  apprehended  scarcity,  but  with  a  view 
to  the  great  national  interests  which  it  waa 
calculated  to  promote. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said,  that  with  reference 
to  the  note  produced  by  his  hon.  fi*iend 
who  spoke  last  but  one,  he  could  aesinre 
him,  on  his  honour,  that  he  never  had  in^- 
terfered  in  it  directly  or  indirectly.  He 
hoped  he  was  not  weak  enough,  after  bar- 
ing  seen,  on  the  last  night  this  question 
was  discussed,  so  many  of  his  firiends  who 
had  generally  voted  with  him,  difier  from 
him  upon  it,  to  attempt  to  make  it  a  party 
business  ;  and  he  assured  him  on  his  h<^ 
nour  he  was  not  indiscreet  enough  to  give 
his  assent  to  such  a  letter.  He  thought 
this  explanation  was  warranted,  from  the 
confidence  placed  in  him  by  his  colleagues. 
An  hon.  gent,  had  thought  proper  to  find 
fkult  with  what  had  fallen  from  him  on  a 
former  occasion  respecting  Irelstid  ;  all 
he  could  say  was,  that  it  was  justified  by 
the  language  of  the  chancellor  of  the  wx^ 
chequer  of  Ireland,  who  said,  that  thte 
Union  dK>uld  not  be  violated  ftf  c^ttv#-* 
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pience.  For  his  part,  he  thought  that  it 
ought  not  to  he  violated  upon  any  grounds 
whatever ;  for  if  it  were  once  broken  in 
npon,  who  was  to  be  the  judge  how  far  the 
innovations  should  go  ?  This  country  had 
ffained  every  thing  by  the  Union,  and 
Jbreland  had  lost  her  existence  as  an  inde- 
pendent kingdom.  He  opposed  the  mea- 
sure as  tending  to  depress  the  fanner ; 
and  thought  it  was  unwise  of  the  house  to 
interfere,  except  at  a  time  of  dire  neces- 
sity. The  oracle  of  the  ministerial  benches 
had  said  that  there  was  not  any  danger  of 
a  scarcity,  adding,  that  the  farmer  could 
not  be  injured  by  the  suspension.  This 
kind  of  argument  was  preposterous.  It 
must  be  allowed  that  the  farmer  had  only 
three  markets  ;  first,  the  consumption  of 
provisions;  second,  the  breweries;  and 
third,  the  distilleries.  If  they  cut  off  one 
of  those  markets,  the  farmer  would  only 
raise  grain  sufficient  for  the  other  two.  If 
the  three  markets  were  continued,  and  an 
actual  scarcity  came  on,  the  stoppage  of 
the  distilleries  would  always  secure  a  suffi- 
cient supply. ;  but  if  they  used  sugar  in  the 
distilleries,  the  country  could  hope  for  no 
such  resource.  Distillation  from  grain 
always  lefi  a  surplus  in  the  country,  and  it 
never  yet  had  been  known,  that  when  his 
majesty,  by  the  advice  of  his  council,  had 
issued  a  proclamation  for  the  stopping  of 
the  distilleries,  that  indemnity  nad  been 
denied. 

Mr.  G.  HUfben  said,  he  had  never  felt 
more  surprize  at  any  proceeding  in  par- 
liament, than  at  the  warmth  of  opposition 
with  which  he  had  seen  thb  measure  met, 
and  he  particularly  thought  the  objections 
to  the  mode  in  winch  it  had  been  brought 
forward  were  ill  founded.  It  had  been 
said,  that  the  house  had  been  taken  by 
surprize,  and  that,  out  of  a  Committee  in- 
stituted for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into 
and  suggestine  remedies  for  the  distresses 
of  the  West  India  Planters,  had  arisen  a 
proposition  materially  afiectingdie  agri- 
culture of  the  kingdom,  a  proposition 
which  they  were  not  competent  to  enter- 
tain or  to  judge  of,  and  which  the  house 
could  not  have  looked  for  from  a  commif- 
tee  so  constituted.  A  bare  reference  to 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee  would 
prove  the  fallacy  of  this  representation. 
The  Committee  is  expressly  appointed  to 
•  enquire  and  report  how  far  it  may  be 
'  practicable  and  expedient  to  confine  the 
'  Distilleries  of  the  united  ,  kingd<Hn  to  the 
'  ule  of  Sugar  and  Molasses  only,  and  also 
'<  what  other  proyision  oaa  be  msde  fbf 


'  the  relief  of  the  growers  of  Sugar  in  ihm 
*  British  West  India  colonies,  &c.  kc*^-^ 
And  was  it  not  a  matter  of  indifiference  whe- 
ther the  words  *  confining  the  distilleries 
'  to  sugar,'  or '  forbidding  the  use  of  grain 
'  in  the  distiMeries'  were  used  ?  The  result  to 
the  growers  of  grain,  at  least,  was  exactly 
the  same.  He  had  come  down  to  the 
house  the  night  the  appointment  of  the 
committee  was  moved,  and  did  exgect  that 
the  measure  thus  announced  would  have 
occasioned  some  conversation :  but  the 
right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
appeared  at  that  time  to  be  in  unison  with 
the  general  sentiment  of  the  house,  and 
when  he  named  a  Committee,  as  he  in  a 
pointed  manner  declared,  with  a  view  to 
impartial  enquiries,  and  comprising  a  por« 
tion  of  every  description  of  the  leading  in* 
terests  in  that  house,  there  had  been  not  the 
smallest  objection  uttered,  either  against 
the  names  of  the  Committee,  or  against 
Uieir  competency  to  all  the  branches  of  the 
enquiry  submitted  to  them.  And  why, 
he  wished  to  know,  was  not  the  committee 
competent,  as  well  to  ascertain  the  expe«> 
diency  of  stopping  for  a  limited  time  the 
Distillati(m  trom  Grain,  as  to  point  out 
other  means  of  relief  to  the  Sugar  Planters  } 
There  was  a  necessary  connection  betwistt 
the  subjects,  and  the  committee  could 
hardly  disjoin  them.-^There  was  not  a 
majority,  not  even  a  third  of  the  Commit^ 
tee  which  had  the  most  distant  connection 
with  the  West  Indies.  There  were  of  it 
gentlemen  of  great  landed  property,  and 
of  agricultural  knowledge ;  and  there  were 
others  of  s^eneral  acquaintance  with  mer- 
cantile and  financial  concerns,  connected 
with  various  parts  of  the  empire,  and  to 
whom  the  wise  disporal  of  the  question 
was  a  matter  of  essential  interest.  Would 
a  committee  made  up  wholly  or  chiefiy  of 
landed  proprietors  have  beeo  more  compe- 
tent or  more  impartial  ?  Let  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  committee  be  looked  to.  Had 
they  sat  so  many  weeks  to  detail  in  evi- 
dence the  long  catalogue  of  West  India 
distresses  ?  or  had  their  time  been  taken 
up  almost  entirely  in  ascertaining  to  what 
extent,  under  the  present  circumstances, 
injury  to  the  agricultural  interest  of  the 
mother  country  could  possibly  result  from 
the  experiment.  For  his  own  part,  (who 
had  found  himself  nominated  of^thaft  com- 
mittee without  his  previous  knowled^,) 
he  must  declare,  (he  had  often  declared  in 
the  committee,)  that  the  measure  should  not 
have  his  *  approbation,  if  it  were  merely 
shews  to  be  beneficial  to  the  Colomes ; 
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but  only  if  it  apfieared  to  be,  under  a  new 
situation  of  the  country,  a  measure  of  wise 
and  useful  precaution  for  the  general  be- 
nefit.— ^An  faon.  baronet  (sir  J.  Sinclair,) 
bad  referred  to  the  Report  of  a  Committee 
of  the  last  parliament,  and  bad  repeated 
some  expressions  from  it ;  willing  to  shew 
that  this  Tery  question  had  been  recently 
determined  by  a  committee  of  parliament 
which  had  decidedly  disapproved  the  mea- 
«ure.  .  .But  the  hon.  baronet  had  omitted  to 
state,  that  the  former  committee  had  it  not 
at  all  in  their  contemplation  to  stop  the 
Distillery  from  grain.  They  were  to  con- 
sider of  the  expediency  of  admitting  Sugar 
to  be  used  in  common  with  grain  in  the 
distilleries ;  and  against  this  measure  there 
did  appear  to  be  on  the  score  of  revenue. 


objections  so  many  and  formidable,  that  the    less  easily  procur< 


committee  could  not  recommend  i  t.  They 
had,  however,  concluded  their  Report  by 
suggesting  the  propriety  of  endeavouring 
jto  remove  those  impediments  which  stood 
jn  the  way  of  an  expedient,  the  adoption 
of  which,  at  a  future  time,  might  be  matter 
of  necessity. — Now,  after  that  Report,  the 
•|if>ointment  of  the  existing  committee 
was  a  fair  presumption  that  tSose  who  re- 
commended such  an  appointment  did  see 
aome  change  in  the  situation  or  circum- 
stances of  the  country  which  might  possi- 
bly prove  the  expediency,  not  of  mixing 
augai'  with  grain  in  the  distilleries,  but  of 
substituting  sugar  for  grain  for  a  limited 
time.  Such  circum5tances,*doubUess,  had 
been  in  the  contemplatioif^  of  the  right 
lion,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
when  he  suggested  the  enquiry ;  and  they 
vrere  principally  these  ;  the  interruption 
of  that  intercourse  through  which  for  •  an 
average  of  years  past  we  l»d  received  into 
the  consumption  of  this  kingdom,  a  supply 
of  about  770,000  quarters  of  grain  annually 
from  foreign  parts,  and,  moreover,  a  tem- 
porary stoppage  by  the  American  embargo 
of  that  intercourse  by  which  our  West 
India  colonies  were  ordinarily  supplied 
with  flour  and  jrain.  These  two  fiicts, 
taken  together,  formed  an  entirely  novel 
situation  of  the  country,  which  could  not 
be  viewed  without  anxiety,  and  which, 
indeed,  had  called  for  the  anxious  so- 
licitude of  some  of  our  most  eminent 
agricultural  economists.  The  timely  at- 
tention to  facts  thus  notorious  and  im- 
portant was  so  far  from  being  of  a  nature 
to  excite,  that  it  ought,  on  the  contrary,  to 
allay  apprehension.  Nothing  could  cause 
more  confidence  in  the  people  as  to  the 
*'al  proTision  for  their  susteaance. 


than  to  see  the  administration  not  i 
for  the  urgency  of  the  pressure,  boti 
guarding  against  the   just  appmcki 
want.-— lie  was  as  averse  as  anj  i 
that  house  could  be,  to  mention  thet 
of  scarcity  in  such  a  manner  as  to  i 
a  public  alarm ;  he  was  even 
the  influence  of  opinion  upon  mk  \ 
ters ;  but  it  became  that  house  to  be  s 
tive  to    every  symptom  that 
approaching    want ;   and  catainlvt  < 
M>uld  not  look  for  those  s3nDptoiB!i 
pearing  first  in  the  gi^  marJrets,  if 
money  would   at  all  times  attract 
ply,  and  where  a  small  difference  i 
supply  could  be  hardly  remarked; 
in  those  less  frequented  or  less  fertile  s 
where  supply,  thouc ' 


enquire  into  the  present  situation  <tfii 
parts  of  Scotland  and  of  Ireland  ] 
moment,  in  respect  to  the  prices 
supply  of  grain,  there  would  appear  i 
thing  at  least  worthy  their  provideat  a 
tion,  although  he  trusted  not  of  that  c 
quence  to  occasion  general  alann 
opponents  of  the  measure,  however,) 
forward  their  general  principles, 
us,  what  he  was  very  willing  lo  ad 
demand  will  always  occasion  supply,! 
agriculture  would  admit  of  ahnost  t 
less  progressive  extension,  and 
had  only  to  discourage  all 
foreign  aid  in  order  to  produce  at  I 
all  we  should  want.  But,  granting  t 
be  true  as  a  principle,  was  it  not  i 
true  as  a  fact,  that  fbr  the  last  5 
comprising  a  fair  average  of  crop 
under  a  progressive  state  of  ag  ' 
we  had  yet  received  into  our  con 
an  average  foreign  supply  of  77Q»O0Oq 
ters  of  grain  annually?  What  bad 
sioned  this  supply  for  5  successive 
was  it  wanted  or  not?  and  wfa 
become  of  it  ?  was  it  consumed^ 
It  was  idle  to  talk  of  our  independe 
foreign  supply  with  this  foct  starii^  M% 
the  nice.  We  might  grant  the  boa.  gen- 
tlemen their  theory;  but  they  must  allot 
us  to  be  a  little  anxious  under  such  or* 
cumstances  about  the  exigencies  of  that 
interval  which  must,  of  necessity,  ebfA 
before  their  theory  could  be  put  v^ 
action.  It  was  not  a  qoestion  tnterenos 
to  landholders  alone.  It  was  intercitiBg 
to  all  the  consumers  of  Che  produce  of  t^ 
land,  of  which  there  were  many  and  wi»^ 
respectable  descriptions  who  did  notpoflesi 
much  land.  He  coald  assure  an  boo.  ^ 
ronet  (sir  C.  Bc^oU«)  who  thought  tbH 
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t:berewere  too  many  of  that  description  in 
^Ariiament^tbat  although  he  was  not  a  great 
^'|0<lholde^>  he  had  the  most  sincere  rcs- 
^iKt  and  veneration  for  the  whole  of  the 
r  Aicultnral  interest,  which  he  thought  was 
Jm  first  in  point  of  national  importance ; 
r|ltt  that  he  could  not,  in  the  present  case, 
titcount  for  the  alarm  which  that  interest 
t.-#d  felt.  If  there  were  a  great  and  popu- 
tflos  district  any  where  that  had  attended 
1  #agricaltore  only,  neglecting  all  manufac- 
r  ires  and  being  accustomed  to  receive  from 
£iJkroad  every  article  of  their  clothing  and 
jlleir  access  to  that  foreign  supply  should 
•^m  suddenly  cnt  off,  we  might  with  great 
r-fHth  say  to  them,  *  you  possess  within  yoor- 
^vesihe  means  of  cloathing  yourselves, and 
j^  W<w*^ll8hutout  your  foreign  dependance 
;;.KQgether,  you  will  in  time  through  neces- 
Jfg  accomplish  your  purpose/  This  might 
M  wise  and  sound  counsel,  and  yet,  mean 
,  Jpse,  while  this  experiment  was  m  process, 
,j|ievere  winter  might  prove  ftither  incon- 
fient,  and  while  upon  the  best  pnnci- 
I  of  political  economy  we  were  shewing 
a  how  to  fabricate  breeches  and  petti- 
s,  they  might  be  shewing  us  what  it 
lid  not  be  decent  in  that  assembly  to 
!jilme.-^The  advocates  for  the  agricultural 
^Jhmopoly  of  the  distillery  said,  that  agri- 
^tore  met  with  at  present  rather  too  lit- 
Mt  than  too  much  encouragement,  and  that 
^Ae  three  competing  markets  of  the  ordi- 
^ftary  consumption,  as,  food  of  man  and 
jkast,  of  ttie  breweries,  and  the  distilleries, 
tMre  all  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of 
ilbe  farmer's  prosperity,  and  for  sustaining 
mt  present  production  of  grain.  Now,  if 
Jl  were  so,  here  is  a  new  and  a  fourth 
""""*""%  the  market  which  had  been  occu- 


jJbarket, 
Sedby 


Ifvd  by  the  foreign  supplv-r-was  that,  too, 
|ll0ce8Bary  ?  why,  then,  bad  it  been  pre- 
|«ccapied  ?  Or,  if  it  was  not  necessary, 
'low would  the  growers  of  grain  be  in- 
jured, were  it  possible  to  bring  our 
colonial  produce  to  supply  exactly  the 
place  in  consumption  which  that  foreign 
fnpply  had  occupied  ?  But  as  that  was 
Out  possible,  where,  again,  was  the  in- 
jury to  the  grower  of  grain  if  a  fair  ex- 
change were  made,  and  if  in  return  for  the 
market  of  the  supply  from  abroad,  which 
must  be  now  given  to  him,  we  asked  to 
horrowthe  market  of  the  distillery,  until  it 
tboQld  be  proved  that  our  own  agricultural 
resources  were  equal  to  the  whole  ? — He 
had  kept  in  the  back  ground  the  distresses 
of^  West  India  trade,  yet  the  house  had 
acknowledged  that  they  Were  great  and 
vgau.   for  his  own  party  h«  faiew  that 


they  were  indeed  most  critically  urgent, " 
and  that,  though  they  had  hitherto  fallen 
chiefly  on  those  directly  connected  with 
the  colinies,  they  must,  ere  long,  be  very 
generally  felt,  and  that  the  landed  interest 
in  its  turn  would  not  escape  their  in- 
fluence. He  had  expected  to  have  found 
a  sentiment  somewhat  more  liberal  in  the 
house  on  this  occasion ;  that  we  should 
have  gladly  united  in  approving  the  means 
of  defeating  any  of  the  purposes  of  our 
great  and  inveterate  enemy.  It  was  the 
same  adverse  and  overruling  power  which 
denied  an  access  to  the  markets  where  we 
might  sell  our  surplus  colonial  produce, 
and  the  means  too  of  importing  our  deikil 
of  grain.  We  had  the  power  in  our  hands 
of  setting  one  of  the'  eiK)rts  of  his  malice 
in  rem^y  of  the  other,  and  thus  of  can- 
celling both;  yet  it  seemed  rather  to  be 
the  sentiment  of  some  of  his  honourable 
friends,  that  a  measure  which  they  consi- 
dered as  pernicious  in  itself  was  to  be  con- 
sidered the  more  so  because  it  was  con- 
nected with  the  relief  of  the  West  Indin 
colonies. — It  had,  indeed,  been  objected 
to  the  measure,  that  it  must  be  ine^ctoal 
for  the  relief  of  the  colonies ;  this  objec- 
tion was  urged  with  a  very  bad  grace  by 
those  who  denied  that  the  ouestion  ought 
at  all  to  be  connected  with  the  West  India  ' 
distresses:  but  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  in.  as  far  as  sugar  should  find  a  new 
consumption  in  the  distilleries,  the  planters 
and  importers  of  that  article  must  expe- 
rience relief,  and  although  that  relief 
should  be  temporary,  and  tciat  more  per-^ 
manent  relief  should  not  (as  he  trusted  it 
would)  be  administered,  yet  the  col<mist8 
were  in  the  condition  of  an  exhausted  pa- 
tient to  whom  a  cordial  might  be  admi- 
nistered with  propriety  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  bear  his  subsequent  remedies,  al- 
though you  would  not  expect  permanently 
to  support  and  restore  him  by  cordials. — 
As  to  those  observations  which  tended  to 
represent  the  West  India  case  as  originate 
ing  wholly  in  improvident  and  extravagamt 
N)eculations,  he  should,  perhaps,  have  atio- 
ther  opportunity  of  noticing  them.  The 
Report  would  shew  how  little  those  obser- 
vations were  borne  out  by  fact.  The  Im- 
port of  Sugar  from  our  colonies  in  the  three 
years  ending  in  1805,  was  1^,947,530  cwt. 
From  the  same  colonies  in  the  three  yeara 
ending  in  1785,  immediately  after  the 
peace  of  17d2,  1,814,190 cwt.;  shewing 
an  increase,  in  20  years,  of  1,1S3,S40  cwt, 
—Or,  if  we  looked  to  the  last  year  only, 
these  .same  colonies  had  sent  ms^  in  ISQT^- 
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S,069>805  cwt.  which  would  make  the  m- 
cireased  production  amount  to  1,255>615 
cwt.  above  the  average  of  the  three  years 
ending  in  1785.  The  British  and  Irish 
consumption  in  1807^  was  2,056,5^2  cwt. ; 
that  of  the  three  years  ending  in  1785,  was 
1»606,484'  cwt.  :<  increased  consumption, 
l»O50»O58  cwt. — From  these  facts  it  would 
appear,  that  the  colonists  had  rather  nicely 
hit  the  mark,  and  that  they  had  not  sup- 
plied much  for  an  increased  demand  tor 
export  But  we  had  been  accumulating 
in  this  country  the  colonial  produce  of  all 
nations,  admitting  much  of  it  too  into  the 
privileges  of  our  own  consumption,  while 
at  the  same  time  the  chances  of  war  de- 
prived us  of  access  to  the  ordinary  chan- 
nels in  which  it  had  been  and  might  again 
be  consumed.  Some  celebrated  northern 
critics  hsMi  estimated  the  increased  pro- 
duction ^  sugar  in  the  whole  of  the  West 
India  colonies  of  all  nations  within  the  last 
20  years  (after  allowing  for  the  defalcation 
of  St.  Doming)  at  2,000,000  cwt. ;  but,  if 
in  the  same  time  the  increase,  consump- 
tion of  die  British  empire  alone  accounted 
for  more  than  one  half  that  quantity,  could 
it  be  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that  in  all 
the  other  markets  of  Europe,  an  increased 
consumption  might  be  found  for  the  re- 
mainder?— Upon  the  whole,  the  house 
was  called  upon,  under  circumstances  new 
and  critical,  to  exert  its  legislative  powers, 
in  relieving  an  important  portion  of  the 
empire,  and  in  the  protection  of  the  whole 
firom  one  of  the  worst  of  evils.  The  cir- 
cumstaMaces  of  the  pressure  of  the  war^  and 
the  temporary  suspension  of  our  trade,  ought 
to  be  taken  into  the  account.  This  was 
not  a  moment  to  put  at  hazard  a  scarcity, 
or  excessive  deamess  of  the  necessaries  of 
life.  He  should  give  his  zealous  support 
to  the  proposed  measure,  as  one  of  poli- 
tical wisdom  and  of  wise  precaution. 

Mr.  Bqtfk  (Solicitor-General  of  Scot- 
land) admited  that  it  would  be  a^  most 
foolish  policy  to  relieve  one  set  of  men  at 
the  expence  of  another  class  of  the  com- 
munity. When  he  considered,  however, 
tl|e  facts  stated  in  the  Report  upon  ^he 
ti^le>  and  what  he  knew  of  the  state  of 
the  crop,  particularly  in  Scotland, -he 
thought  it  would  be  a  measure  of  prudence 
to  iBtop  the  distillation  from  grain,  not 
metely  from  the  beginning  of  July,  as.  had 
be^A  proposed  by  the  noble  lord,  but  if 
possible  from,  the  beginning  of  June.  This 
opinionhe  had  finrmed  some  months  ago« 
ako|;etfaer  indepetident  of  the  present  si- 
tuMjoii  oi  itM. WeA  lodiaa  plaat^n.    He 


should  therefore  betray  the  duty  he  owed 
to  the  country,  if  he  did  not  vote  for  the 
present  measure. 

Sir  H,  Mildmay  professed  to  feel  as 
deeply  as  any  man  for  the  present  distress 
of  the  West  Indian  planters,  and  to  be 
most  anxious  that  some  relief  should  be' 
granted  them;  but  he  thought  this  relief 
might  be  much  better  civen  by  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  present  duties  on  sugar,  hy  a 
relaxation  of  the  navigation  act,  or  by 
advancing  them  a  sum  of  money  as  had 
been  done  in  one  instance  before.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  in  order  to  relieve  the 
West  Indian  planters^  die  house  would  not. 
consent  to  derange  the  whole  of  the  exist- 
ing agricultural  system  of  the  country.  He 
could  not  consent  to  an  interference  which, 
would  derange  the  whole  system  of  British 
agriculture,  on  the  faith  of  which  sytsem. 
1 1,000  acres  had  been  recently  brodght 
into  cultivation.  This  increase  of  culture 
would  not  be  kept  up  if  the  encourage- 
ment of  a  fair  market  was  not  suffered  to 
operate.  The  land  bore  a  vast  proportion  of 
the  public  burthens,  poor  tax  7,000,000/.; 
land  tax,  which,  though  a  most  wise  and, 
beneficial  tax,  was  extremely  heavy;  and 
the  whole  weight  of  the  militia.  The^ 
price  of  barley,  he  contended,  bad  risen  in 
consequence  of  the  discussion  of  the  mea-, 
sure,  because,  ever  since  it  was  prqjected^ 
the  distillei-s  had  been  buying  up  all  the 
barley  they  could  find  at  any  price,  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  their  stock  of  spirits. 
He,  therefore,  hoped  that  the  measure 
would  be  dropped. 

Mr.  Western  said,  he  was  ready  to  do 
justice  to  the  motives  of  the  noble  lord 
(Binning)  who  brought  forward  the  pro-r 
posed  measure  of  prohibiting  the  grain 
distillery,  and  io ,  the  motives  of  the  di^nri 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  also,  who  appeared, 
determined  to  give  it  his  most  strenuous 
support ;  but  that  he  differed  from  them 
so  widely  in  opinion  upon  the  subject,' 
that  instead  of  viewing  it  as  a  measure  of 
sound  policy,  or  as  a  wise  expedient  for  a 
special  'purpose,  he  considered  it  in  every 
point  of  vieyir  most  injudicious,  and  likely 
to  be  productive  of  incalculable  mischief. 
It  appeared  to  him  extraordinary,  after 
the  division  of  the  other  night,  when  jthe 
question  wsus  carried  by  a  majority  of  only 
14,  that  his  majesty  s  ministers  should 
think  it  adviseable  to  persist  in  pressing 
the  subject  further  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  house.  It  was  not  usual  for  mi- 
nisters to  do  so  upon  such  a  division,  and 
it  \yas  9tiU  more  ^xtraordiniuy  upoa  such 
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fting ;  nothing  coaid  be  more  dangetou^ 
than  first  to  raise  an  alarm  of  scarcity, 
ftnd  then  render  it  matter  of  frequent  and 
reiterated  debate  in  that  house.  It  was 
the  certain  method  to  induce,  or  at  least 
^crease  the  difficulties  intended  t6  be 
remedied,  and  it  was  impossible  to  aroid 
repeated  discussion,  if  the  measure  should 
be  unwisely  persisted  in.  Those  who  op- 
t>osed  it,  did  so  upon  the  fullest  conviction 
<)f  the  evils  that  would  arise  from  it, 
ttnd  of  the  necessity  of  withstanding  the 
i^ablishment  of  so  dangerous  a  prece(^nt. 
They  thought  it  necessary  to  resist  such 
An  interference  with  the  a^icultnfe  of  the 
itodntry  by  every  means  m  their  power, 
and  would  certamly  oppose  the  bill  in  all 
its  stages  through  the  nousc.  — IVlr.  Wes- 
tern said,  he  should  not,  at  that  time,  at 
All  (ronsidcr  the  question  as  it  affected  the 
West  Indies ;  but  confine  himself  to  the 
ground  upon  which  it  was  principally  de- 
fended, namely,  as  a  precautionary  meit- 
iurc  against  scarcity  t  and  in  that  point 
of  view  he  contended  there  ndt  only 
existed  no  cause  whatever  that  required 
its  adoption,  but  every  peculiar  circum- 
stance of  the  present  times  afford«Jd  obvi- 
ous re3f<k)ns  againi^  having  rdcoursd  to 
*uch  an  expedient.  The  situAticn^  6f 
Eur6pe  irtd  the  probaWe  conseatferit  loss 
*ff  the  supply  0^  co^n  whi<ih  we  had  be^ri 
ittv&itlttktA  tb  receive  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, was  the  ostensible  reaifon  urged  in 
justification  of  (his  measure.  So  far  from 
^considering  it  in  that  light,  he  thought  the 
situation  of  Europe  afforded  every  motive 
to  induce  the  legislature  to  abstain  from 
^ch  an  interference  with  the  agriciiltare 
of  the  country.  If  the  continent  of  Europe 
dnd  all  the  ports  from  whence  we  had 
been  accustomed  to  import  corn  Were  in 
/he  hands  of  the  enemy,  it  was  evident  that 
in  futute,  wie  could  rely  \ipon  our  own 
resources  alone.  It  Was  not  merely  in 
the  present  moment,  when  in  truth  by 
eixtfaordinary  good  fortune  we  did  not 
dtand  in  need  of  fi>reign  aid,  but  in  future 
years  when  we  had  experienced  defective 
crops,  that  we  might  have  to  struggle  with 
adl  the  difficulthes  of  scarcity  and  famine, 
that  we  might  with  reason  dread  the  loss 
of  the  foreign  supply.  Was  it  wise,  then, 
at  such  a  time  as  the  present,  and  in  such 
ar  situation  of  Europe  and  the  World,  to  do 
that  which  must  discotirage  the  eilbrts  of 
the  British  former  by  depriving  him  of  a 
most  beneficial  market  fbr  his  product. 
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policy  in  the  government,  than  which  no- 
thing was  more  alarming  and  mo^e  in- 
jurious to  the  merchant  and  manufacturer 
of  every  description  ?  Instead  of  depriving 
agriculture  of  a  market  which  mnsi  di^ 
minish  produce  eventually,  we  should 
rather  endeavour  to  extend  those  Very- 
markets  which  had  already  contributed 
materially  to  encrease  th^  cultivation  of 
every  part  of  the  united  empire. — But, 
then,  it  was  said,  that  we  should  sUnd  iii 
nfeed  of  an  immediate  resource  to  answer 
the  demand  which  the  foreign  com  had 
heretofore  supplied,  and  which  being  with- 
drawn would  leave  a  vacuum  that  it  would 
be  desirable  to  fill  up  by  the  grain  con- 
sumed in  the  distilleries.  It  was  also 
said,  that  the  deficiency  of  last  year's  crops 
of  oats,  barley,  and  pulse,  added  to  the  loss 
of  the  foreign  corn,  rendered  it  probable 
that  a  scarcity  might  yet  ensue,  and. which 
had  indeed  been  evinced  already  in  parts 
of  Scotland  and  Ireland.  Thart  there  might 
be  a  pressure  in  particular  districts  in 
consequence!  of  the  failure  of  (he  oat  crop, 
atnd  the  foreign  import  of  oats,  he  could 
readily  believe;  but  th^  proposed  mea- 
sure would  not  then  relieve  those  di»- 
tfxtti ;  and  that  there  was  any  appearance 
of  a  g^rieral  scati^citVi  he  must  deny  most 
^^itely.  S6  far  from  if,  the  price  of 
corn  Was  such,  a^  barely  to  give  an  ade- 
quate t^tixtti  to  the  gi-ower;  vvBeat  ha^ 
not  beert  higher  than  was  necessary  for  that 
purpose ;  and  as  to  barley  and  oats  their 
price  at  that  time  did  noi  pay  so  well  as  ^ 
vefy  moderate  price  would  do  upon  a 
good  crop — Mr.  W.  said,  the  market  price 
of  the  kingdom  at  large  was  the  evidence 
upon  which  he  founded  his  opinton  that 
there  existed  no  reason  whatever  to  apr 
prehend  a  scarcity.  The  market  price 
Was  the  best,  if  not  the  only  criterien  by 
^hich  to  judge  of  the  sufficiency  of  the 
sttpply  to  meet  the  consumption  of  the 
year.  It  was,  in  truth,  the  result  of  all  the 
collective  information  of  all  the  persons 
resident  in  every  park  of  the  kingd6ra, 
whose  trade,  employment,  and  interest  it 
was,  to  obtain  the  most  accurate  know- 
ledge possible  of  the  proportion  of  supply 
and  demand.  There  was  no  evidence 
equal  to  that  derived  from  this  source  ; 
not  all  the  committees  of  the  house  that 
ever  sal,  could  aflbrd  information  sq  much 
to  be  relied  upon.  It  was  absurd^  then^  tq 
talk  about  a  scarcity,  when  the  markets 
indicated  a  plenty,  and  which'  the  present 
price  of  wheat  most  undoubtedly  did; — 1| 
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was  not  only  moderate^  but  it  was  and 
had  been   since    last   harvest  peculiarly 
steady,  less  fluctuating  perhaps  than  ever 
was  known,  and  no  stronger  proof  of  suffi- 
ciency, and  even  plenty,  could  well  be  ima- 
gined, than  what  arose  out  of  that  single 
circumstance.    It  was  really  singular  that 
any  apprehension  should  be  avowed  of  a 
scarcity  of  com,  when  the  price  of  wheat 
had  been  seen  to  remain  at  70^  per  quarter, 
or  within  one  or  two  shillings  under  or 
over,  since  the  last  harvest ;   and  this  in 
defiance  of  the  known  fact  that  the  foreign 
supply  was  cut  off;  nobody,  he  thought, 
could  imagine  that  the  corn  merchants  did 
not  know  the  state  of  the  foreign  trade  till 
informed  by    the  Report    of  the   West 
India  Committee ;    and  yet  no    unusual 
speculations,  no  fluctuations  of  price  had 
taken  place  ;  that  there  might  be  both  the 
one  and  the  other,  now  that  parliament 
had  interfered ;  was  very  probable,  but  hi- 
therto it  appeared  as   if  the  loss  of  the 
foreign  trade  had  contributed  to  render 
the  price  more  steady  than  it  had  formerly 
been. — Mr.  Western  said  he  would  next 
desire  the  house  to  consider  wljat  were  the 
prices  at  which,  upon  former  occasions,  it 
had  been  thought  advisable  to  prohibit  the 
use  of  grain  in  the  distilleries ;  such  a  mea- 
sure had  indeed  been  resorted  to  on  three 
^occasions  only  since  their  establishment  in 
1(590 :  the  first  time  in  the  year  1757,  the 
circumstances  of  which  it  was  not  neces- 
sary particularly  to  advert  to,  on  account 
of  the  period  being  so  distant,   and  the 
situation  of  the  country  so  diflerent;  the 
next  suspension  took  place  in  1795,  and  the 
third  in  1800.    Let  the  house  bear  in  mind 
the  price  of  grain  at  the  time  the  committee 
had  recommended  the  suspension  ;  wheat 
Was  then  at  70s,  barley  39^.  oats  SSs. ;  at 
the  time  he  was  speaking  wheat  was  at 
72*.    barley  40*.   oats  3U.     Now,   what 
was  it  in'  1795  and  ISOO?  In  the  first  of 
thote  periods,  in  the  summer  of  1795,  a 
strong  apprehension    prevailed   that  the 
crop  was  materially  injured,  and  a  consi- 
derable alarm  was  excited  throughout  the 
country.    In  July  wheat  was  84*.  per  quar- 
ter, and  in  August  it  rose  to  108*.  and  other 
grain  in  proportion.     In  December  1800, 
when  the  next  suspension  was  thought  ex- 
pedient, wheat  had  risen  to  125*.,  bariey 
to  71*.,   9^.,  and  oats   39*.;  thesq  w^re 
the  prices  to  which   com  had  advanced 
before  it  was  thought  desirable,  at  that 
time,    t6    prohiliit    the  grain  distillery; 
and  what  is  more  remarkable,  when  the 
prohibition  ww  taken  off  in  Feb.  IQQ2, 


wheat  was  then  75*.  6d.  barley  ii*.  and 
oats  23*.  4^. ;  which  was  5*.  Od,  higher  for 
wheat  and  4*.  for  barley  than  it  was  when 
the    committee    advised   the  present  in- 
tended prohibition  to  commence. — It  was 
likewise  material  to  attend  to  the  time  of 
the  year  at  which  the  suspension  was  re- 
commended, in  1795,  in  1800,  and  the  pre- 
sent time;  in  1795  it  was  at  the  beginning 
of  the  harvest,  which  it  was  imagined  had 
suO^red  most  essential  injury ;  consequently 
there  was  a  whole  year's  consumption  tolook 
forward  to,  and  provide  for ;  and  in  1 800, 
in  December,  there  was  of  course  a  much 
longer  time  than  at  present,  which  was  to  be 
supplied  from  the  stock  in  hand,  before  the 
new  crop  should   arrive  :  in  the  present 
instance  the  season  was  so  far  advanced, 
that^  but  a  few  months  remained  to  provide 
for ;  it  was  impossible  th^t  before   that 
time,  the  price  should  not  have  risen  very 
materially,  if  any  deficiency  had  been  at 
all  probable  ;  in  truth,  it  was  most  evident 
that  the  measure  proposed  was  wholly  un-r 
necessary,  and  beine  so  would  be  infinitely 
mischievous. — Mr.  W.  said  he  would  rea- 
dily admit  that  the  state  of  dependanice  we 
had  been  in  upon  foreign  countries  tor  part 
of  our  annual  subsistence,  might  reasonably 
excite  some  alarm,  now  that  such  supply 
could   be  withheld  at  any   time  by  the 
power  of  the  enemy  ;  most  happily  how- 
ever, no  danger  existed  that  was  pressing 
or  immediate  ;   it  was  our  peculiar  good 
fortune  to  have  so  encreased  our  cultivation 
within  these  few  years,  and  to  hive  had  so 
abundant  a  wheat  harvest  last  year,  as  to 
enable  us,  without  any  difficulty,  and  with-, 
out  foreign  aid,  to  meet  the  growing  crop,  at 
the   very  moment  the  enemy  had  made 
himself  master  of  almost  every  port  in 
Europe.    The  danger  then  was  not  imme- 
diate, no  cause  tor  alarm  whatever  at  that 
time  existed,  but  apprehensions  for   the 
future  might  be  entertained,  and  in  those 
apprehensions  he  certainly  participated. 
It  was  impossible  not  to  contemplate  the 
possibility  of  a  defective  harvest  without 
alarm  ;  it  was  against  such  an  event  that 
we  ought  to  be  striving  to  provide,  instead 
of  confining  our  views  to  the  present  mo- 
ment ;  measures  the  very  reverse  of  that 
which  was  under  consideration  ought,  in 
his  opinion,  to  be  had  recourse  to  ;  was  it 
not  indisputable,  that  from  our  own  re- 
sources alone  that  supply  must  in  future 
be  drawn  which  had  hitnerto  been  received 
from  foreign  countries  ?  how  then  was  our 
produce  to  be  encreased,  to  meet  an  en- 
creased  demand  upon  it  henceforwstrd  ? 
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b^  one  very  obyioos  and  ea^y  method,  by 
encouragement  to  the  British  grower.  It 
might  be  asked,  what  encouragement  do 
the  growers  of  com,  does  the  landed  inter- 
est, require  to  extend  the  cultivation  of 
the  land,  and  to  increase  its  production  ? 
Do  they  require  extravagant  high  prices  ? 
and  are  not  the  present  sufficient  ?  Do 
they  require  bounties,  or  other  artificial 
means  of  encouragement  ?  No,  said  Mr.  W. 
we  do  not  require  extravagant  high  prices, 
for  numerous  evils  are  attendant  upon  them. 
We  are  satisfied  with  the  price  when  the 
markets  are  undisturbed  and  the  buyers  and 
sellers  are  left  to  themselves  to  dispose  of 
their  property  as  they  think  fit :  we  do 
not  require  bounties  or  any  other  en- 
couragement that  is  not  afibrded  to  other 
merchants  and  manufacturers ;  what  we  do 
require,  is,  to  have  e<}ual  advantages  with 
those  who  embark  their  capital  and  devote 
their  industry  to  other  pursuits,  and  to  be 
secured  from  restrictive  and  prohibitory 
laws  and  legislative  interference.  The 
public  are  too  apt  to  imagine  that  excessive 
high  price  is  anxiously  desired  by  all  those 
who  are  concerned  in  the  cultivation  of 
land,  and  that  idea  has  received  too  much 
countenance  from  some  members  of  that 
house  ;  but  the  opinion  js  unjust  and  un- 
ibunded  ;  we  are  desirous,  no  doubt,  of  a 
sufficient,  and  a  steady  price,  and  it  is  the 
interest  of  the  country  tradesman,  and  la- 
bourer likewise,  that  we  should  have  it ; 
because  when  agriculture  flourishes,  they 
fmd  constant  employment,  and  full  wages. 
We  are  anxious  that  food  should  be  rendfer- 
ed  to  the  people  as  cheap  as  possible,  but 
we  know  that  it  never  can  be  rendered  to 
ihem  cheaper  than  its  production  costs,  with 
adequate  remuneration  to  the  grower; 
every  act  of  legislative  interference  will, 
make  it  dearer  instead  of  cheaper;  the 
price  may  indeed  in  some  cases  be  kept 
down  ^r  a  time,  butai^r  such  a  depression, 
it  will  rise  again  with  accumulated  force  ; 
every  prohibition  of  markets,  every  re- 
strictive law,  is  a  sort  of  gradation  of  the 
law  of  a  maximum,  and  its  operation  is 
ph>portionably  the  same,  inevitably  in- 
creasing and  accumulating  the  evil,  and 
such  has  been  invariably  the  case  in  all 
countries  where  such  measures  have  been 
tried.  There  is  only  one  way  by  which 
the  price  of  com  can  be  kept  moderate 
and  steady,  and  that  is  by  encouraging 
production,  and  that  mode  of  keeping 
do#n  the  price  we  are  anxious  to  invite 
and  promote  ;  we  know  that  is  the  only 
cfibctoal  mode»   end  those  who  imagine 


that  other  means  will  answer,  do  but  de*  ' 
ceive  themselves,  and  hold-  out  false  and 
delusive  hopes  to  the  people ;  and  if  their 
opinions  should  so  far  prevail,  as  to  induce 
legislative  enactments  founded  upon  such 
mistaken  principles,  the  most  serious  and 
fatal  consequences  will  follow. — Mr.  W. 
said  he  was  convinced  from  all  the  infor- 
mation he  had  been  able  to  collect,'and 
from  such  observation  as  it  was  in  his 
power  to  make,  as  well  as  from  the  cir- 
cumstances relative  to  the  markets  before 
alluded  to,  that  the  cultivation  of  the  coun- 
try was  extended  beyond  conception  with- 
in the  last  few  years,  and  the  tillage  of  those 
lands  that  were  in  cultivation  immensely 
improved.  The  high  prices  of  the  years 
1795  and  1800,  had  given  a  great  momen- 
tary stimulus  to  agriculture,  and  brought 
many  thousand  acres  under  the  plough, 
and  so  far  the  effect  was  beneficial  to  the 
community,  however  painful  the  circum- 
stances at  that  time.  It  was  a  sort  of  sti- 
mulus however,  which  no  considerate  agri- 
culturist would  be  anxious  for  again,  it  un- 
settled the  rates  of  the  wages  of  the  la- 
bourer and  mechanic,  and  brought  many 
inconveniences.  An  hon.  member  (Mr. 
Curwen)  had  alluded  to  an  act  relating  to  the 
com  trade  which  passed  in  the  year  1804, 
and  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  the  honour,  un- 
der direction  of  a  committee,  to  introduce 
into  the  house.  The  object  of  that  act  was 
to  encourage  and  increase  the  production 
of  British  corn  by  checking  the  excessive 
importation  of  foreign  growth;  in  order 
to  do  this  the  importation  price  of  wheat 
was  raised  from  54*.  to  665.  per  qr.  and 
other  grain  in  proportion.  Mr.  Pitt  was 
at  that  time  at  the  head  of  the  adminis- 
tration, and  gave  to  the  measure  his  de- 
cided support;  he  saw  the  necessity  of 
encouraging  the  agriculture  of  the  coun- 
try, and  of  throwing  off  our  depend ance 
upon  foreign  nations,  who  wefe,  or  who 
probably  might  be,  our  enemies ;  and  he 
(Mr.  W.)  said  he  ^It  himself  authorized 
in  saying,  that  Mr.  Pitt  would  have  con- 
curred in  carrying  the  principle  of  that 
act  further,  if  the  prejudices  of  the  tinre 
had  not  rendered  it  unadvisable  to  do  so. 
The  hon.  member  (Mr.  Curwen)  had  said, 
that  he  was  convinced,  great  advantages 
fi-om  it  had  resulted  to  the  country ;  for 
his  own  part,  he  certainly  concurred  in 
that  opinion,  and  believea  that  it  was  in 
some  degree  owing  to  the  security  it 
afforded  to  the  British  farmer,  insufficient 
as  it  was,  that  we  were  now  in  a  situation 
so  much  more  competent  to  provide  sub* 
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f^istence  for  the  population  of  this  countrvj 
independant  of  foreign  J^id,  than  we  shomd 
have  been  at  a  period  somewhat  more  re- 
mote ;  whatever  were  those  advantages, 
hq  was  ready  to  give  full  credit  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  to  whose  support  the  success  of  the 
measure  at  the  time  must  certainly,  in  a 
material  degree,  be  attributed.  It  was 
npt  however  upon  the  increased  agricul- 
ture of  Great  Britain  alone  that  we  were 
,  coim)elled.to  rely ;  the  ^gricultqre  of  Ire- 
Una  had  increased  even  more  rapidly, 
and  abundant  supplies  might  be  derived 
from  thence.  An  act  was  passed  in  the 
year  1 8O0,  the  principle  of  which  he  most 
completely  approved,  though  son^e  of  its 
in^.terial  provisions  he  thought  impedeci; 
by  that  act  the  corn  trade  wa^  entirely 
thrown  open  between  the  two  countries  ; 
Irelajad  could  not  &il  to.  es^perieAce  seoi^i- 
bly  the  beneficial  efiects  of  having  the  Bri- 
tish markets  thrown  open  to  her,  ^nd  we 
might  derive  from  thence  all  the  supplies 
we  stood  innqed  of.  If  it  could  be  supposed 
possible  that  the  agriculture  of  G.  Bcit^in 
should  remain  stationary,  Ireland  alone 
would  be  able  to  supply,  in  an  incredibly 
'  short  time^  all  that  we  had  hitherto  derived 
tT:om  foreign,  countries.  It  ought  to  be  the 
object  of  governn^ent,  as  it  was  the  obvious 
policy,  .to  encoum^e  the  agriculture  of 
li^land^  tp  give  employment  to  herpopula- 
tipn«  and  to  induce  her  to  provide  ua  with 
tQiat  surplus  produce  which  she  was  so 
capable  of  aSbrdi^ ;  and  no  longer  to 
contin^u^  that  encouragement  to  the  agri- 
culture of  foreign  and  hostile  nations. — 
Upon  the  whole,  he  copsijdered  the  pro'- 
posed  measure  of  prohibiting  the  Distilla- 
tion of  Grain  most  injurious  and  iippolitic, 
and  so  far  from  necessa,ry  from  any  cir- 
cumstances of  the  present  moment,  that 
every  thing  indicated  the  policy  of  report- 
ing to  measures  of  an  opposite  tendency. 
Instead  of  doing  that  which  must  shake 
thq  confidence  of  the  fannc^'  in  the  se- 
curity of  his  market^  tbajt  security  should 
be  strengthened  and,  Qon&rmed;  instead,  of 
limiting  his  market,  it  should  be  extend,- 
eA.  No  article  can  long  be  produced  in 
quantity  beyond  the  extent  of.  the  de- 
li^and,  he  meapt  such  a  demand  as^  would 
gjive  a  ren>unerating  price  to  the  grower ; 
^ diminished. pmduction  would  follow  a^ di- 
i)^inished  demand ;  so,  the  only  way  to  ex'- 
tf^fid  or  increase  production  of  any  article. 
19^. to  extend  th^. market  for  it:  and,  if 
it,  vf^  possible  to  apply  this,  principle 
flfronger  to  one  article  thaa  another,  it  waft; 
%  tbe^.articlQ  qfigr^ij^  beca^3&  the  amoui)tt 


of  each  year'4  harrest  wa^  uy  uocerUiB^ 
the  siurplus  produce  of  an  abundant  year 
must  then  be  taken  off:  how  was  that  to  be 
done }  In  the  present  time  an  export  trade 
could  hardly  be  expected ;  a  luxurioa» 
consumption  of  coira  in  the  dbtilleries, 
breweries,  &c.  &c.  axv^^^ered  the  si^me 
enq;  eveo  \x\  ordiMa^y  years  we  ought 
to  have  amply  suSicient  for  ^ch  purposes, 
in  order  that  in  deficient  years  those  sup* 
plies  i^ight  be  rendered  available.  These 
resources  ought  certainly  \^  be  encouraged 
and  n^tipRed.  Instead  of  cutting  ofi  tbe. 
dem^vod  ojf  the  distmeries^.  and  checking 
that  of  the.  bcewecie^^  we  sjbipuld,  encourage 
both  ti^  one  a^d  the  other,  and  every  ows 
market  tjipij^  CQ^ld  be  found.  He  bogged 
the  hquse  to  consider  the  effects  of  the  ex- 
cessive high  duties  ^pon  m^t,  which  had 
operated  i^  a  oAostiijiiiiittnotta  mfmoer  i>po9^ 
the  growers  of  baj-^y ;  and  1,0  efiect  ^9m 
already  a  bpqnty  upon  the  trade  qf  X\^a 
£a^  a^d,  West  Indies.  Tt^  e^oasupipliQii^ 
of  tea  and  sugar  i^^as,  ij^  ahoosi  every  cot- 
tage, substituted  for  i^aU  liquors ;  and  as> 
proof  of  this  fiEtct,  the  quantity  of  barley 
tliat  paid  duty  as  v^^  wa3  not  more  thm, 
it  was  ninety  years  ago,  when  the  p4^ 
pulation  waslitUe  more  than  lialf  its  prtr 
sent  amount — Mr.  W.  said,  he  would  not 
longer  detain  the  house,  and*  would  ad^ 
here  to  his  determination  of  not  entec ing- 
into  the  West  Indian,  part  pf  the  question* 
He  thought  there  were  means  by  which, 
the  West  India  proprietors  might  in  soaie 
degree  be  relieved  ;  the  permission  of  di- 
rect export  to  foreign  countries  to  a  limit> 
ed  extent;  the  permission  to  bring  hoaie> 
their  sugais  in  a  refined  state  ;  the  redne-* 
tion  of  the  duties ;  were  subjects  that  atles^ 
required  the  serious  consideration  of  parl^ 
ament.  He  should  not  however  enter  upon^ 
those  topicks  at  that  time,  but  should  sit. 
down,  entertaining  an  earnest  hope  thjB^ 
the  house  w;ou1d  not  agree  to  the  moUoii, 
of  the  noble  lord. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  disclaimed^ 
the  idea  of  interfering  unnecessarily  wtt)iu 
agriculture.  The  only  question  ia  \j^ 
mmd  was,  whether  the  circumstanoesi  o^ 
the  present  time  were  suph  a^  to  justify  of 
call  for  such  interference  as  tbat^now  y^Nk^ 
po^ed.  He;  had  not  at  any  time  givcoi 
countenance  to,  the  ideaof  the^  esMStenoeoli 
,  %  scaficity ;  bu)  frdm  the  deficieno)^:  o^  the< 
:  last:  baryest  in.  Scotland^  aod'  the  failure  o( 
the  crogfBoC  potatoes  and  oats  inlrelapd*, 
he  held,  that,  ii«h  were  ia  a  sWa  ofr  iipfiett*. 
ifect  supply.  I|^  thie^  st^te  of  ia^pWe^fc 
;8upplyo  aqd  undiu;  ih^  cirQum#^UMm.  iM) 
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wkich  we  at^od  with  respect  to  other  coun- 
tries, he  thought  it  right  to  retain  and  hus- 
band the  supplies  on  hand,  till  such  time  as 
the  ascertained  produce  of  the  present  crop 
should  remove  every  apprehension  of  the ' 
danger  which  he  theoght  ought  now  to  be 
guarded  against.    On  no  former  occasion, 
either  iA,1757,in  1793,  orin  1800,the  three 
occasions  on  which  distillation  from  grain 
was  prohibited,  had  it  been  done  by  pro- 
clamation, but  in  all  these  instances  it  had 
been  efiected  by  an  act  of  parliament.    If^ 
indeed^  a  scarcity  should  be  felt  when  par- 
liament was  not  sitting,  a  minister  would 
be  unworthy  of  bis  situation,  who  would 
not  adopt  such  a  neasure  upon  hb  o(wn 
responsibility;  but  when  parliament,  was 
siHittg,  it  was  certainly  incumbent  upon 
bin  to  recur  to  the  legislature  for  advice. 
The  apprehensions  of  scarcity  were  enter- 
tftioed  by  maoy^  persons  of  ffreat  autho- 
cUy  from  difieiont  parts  of  the  country. 
Among  others,  an  hon.  baronet  opposite 
(iur  J»  Smclaic)  had  commnniQatedf  to  turn 
an  alarm  with  ceapect  to  Scotland;  and 
ai¥>ther   hon.  member,  now   absent,  the 
ns^mber  fov  Norwich  (Mr.  W.  Smith),  had 
spoke  with  similar  apprehenmon  with  res- 
pect to  the  county  of  Norfolk.     He  was, 
th^refete,   not  a  little  surprised    at  the 
coiMrae  pursued  by  both  those  hon.  gentk- 
imenoathe  present  question.  Much  oi*  the 
ot^ctiaBa  that  were  ui^ed  to  the  measure, 
w»a  makter  of  regulation  as  to  the  mode  of 
cwrrying  it  into  etfect,  and  was,  therefore^ 
addftdoittd  ground  fi>r  going  into  the  com- 
laittee.     Ue  denied  that  the  rise  which 
had!  lately  taken.placeinthe  price  of  grain, 
had  arisen  from  the  agitation  of  this  mea- 
sure, or  from  his  statements  in  that  house. 
The  sole  cause  of  that  rise  was  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  stock  to.  the  demand.*    It  was 
im]iossible   for  government  to   tak^   the 
measures  that  seemed  necessary,  otherwise 
than  through  parliament.    To  proceed  by 
proclamation    would  have    the  efi^ct  of 
spreading   consternation    throughout  the 
country,  and  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite 
would  have  been  loudest  in  complaint  if 
that  course  had  been  pursued. 

Mr.  Whitbread  remmded  the  house  that 
the  right  hon.  gent  who  had  just  sat  down, 
bad  not,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
his  speech,  said  one  wora  of  granting 
relief  to  the  West  indta  planters.  He  hacK 
'now  placed  the  planters  entif^y  outr  of 
sft^t^  and  recommended  thie^  measure  on' 
tim  gnound  of  a  scarcity  which-  every  one^ 
ImcfVK  didr  not  ens4};  a  scaireitjp  which*  his 
k)HQesli}fc^9cbaaoellor  p^the  ««^equerfer; 


Ireland  denied  to  exist  in  that  country, 
and  which  was  denied  to  exist  in  Scotland 
by  the  president  of  the  board  of  controal. 
But  the  right  hon.  gent's  conduct  now  was 
analogous  to  what  it  had  been  when  he 
came  into  power.  Then  he  set  up  a  cry  . 
about  popery ;  and  now  he  wished  (or 
if  be  did  not  wish  it,  the  efifect  of  his 
speech  was)  to  set  up  a  still  more  danger* 
ous  cry  about  scarcity.  It  was  evident 
also,  that  upon  this,  as  upon  many  other 
subjects,  there  was  a  great  difiference  of 
opinion  among  his  majesty's  ministers. 
He  observed,  that  government  had  eontri* 
buted  very  much  to  increase  the  distroM 
of  Jthe  West  India  planters,  by  fooHsoly 
taking  possession  of  the  Danbh  islaadfK 
He  would  willingly  have  consented  t^  go 
into  a  committee  to  consider  of  some  means 
of  granting  relief  to  the  West  India  plan^ 
ters,  but  hn  could  not  give  the  smallesi 
countenance  to  the  present  measure. 

Mr.  W.  Smih  a^itted  that  he  hod 
some  time  since  made  a  eommunicatrotr 
to  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  of  hi» 
n  of  an  eventual  scarcity  kr 


orfolk.  iThis  was  now  several  months 
since.  He  strongly  protested  against  the* 
adoption  of  this  measure,  which  was  cal- 
<:ulated  to  be  materially  prejudicial  to  the 
landed  interest  of  the  country,  whilst  at 
the  same  time  it  was  in  its  very  nature  in- 
adequate to  the  end  proposed,  that  of 
afferding  any  thing  like  substantial  relief 
to  the  West  "India  colonies  and  traders. 

Mr-  JFzTi^tft/brcc  declared  that  he  thought 
there  was  reason  to  congratulate  the  house- 
on  the  prospect  which  it  then  had  of  aflbid- 
ing  even  a  temporary  relief  to  the  West 
India  planters;  and  endeavoured  to  con- 
vince the  house  that  there  was  something* 
like  a  spirit  of  party  in  the  opposition  to 
the  question. 

Lord  Binning  said  a  few  words  in  reply. 
— ^A  division  then  took  place,  when  the 
numbers  were  : 

For  going  into  a  Committee  -   163 

Agamst  it 127 

Majority  -    -      50^ 

When  strangers  were  re-admitted,  we' 
found  the  house  in  a  committee,  discussing, 
the  propriety  of  coming  to  anadjournment 
on  me  question.  The  proposition  was  for 
some  time  resisted  by  the  chancellor  of  thier 
exchequer;  he  at  length,  however,  de- 
clared that  he  would'  accedfe  to  the  prepo^ 
sitton  of  air  adjournment,  provided  the 
rales  of  the  bouse  worrfd  admit  of  sudfc  a: 
proceeding,  under  the  circamstanceyofthe 
case;    TBic  l^peaker  tfaeir  acquainted  tfi^ 
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committee,  that  there  was  one  mode  which 
was  perfectly  regular,  if  the  house  thought 
proper  to  adopt  it.  That  was,  to  agree  to 
the  whole  of  the  resolutions  j^royorma,  with 
an  understanding  that  the  two  first  resolu- 
tions should  be  recommitted  on  some 
other  convenient  day.  This  sua^gestion 
was  adopted,  and  the  debate  was  Bxed  for 
Friday. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Tuesday,  May  24. 

[Irish  Customs  Regulation  Bill.] — 
Upon  the  motion  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Irish  Customs  and  Fees  regulation 
bill. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  observed,  that 
this  was  a  bill  which  infringed  upon  one 
of  the  Standing  Orders  of  that  house,  by 
which  it  was  declared  that  any  matter 
foreign  to  and  having  no  connection  with 
the  purport  of  any  aid,  supply,  or  money 
bill,  being  introduced  therein,  and  thereby 
fettering  their  lordships'  discretion,  was 
destructive  to  the  rights  of  that  house,  and 
tmparliamentary.  The  bill  in  question 
purported  to  be  for  the  Regulation  of  Cus- 
toms and  the  Fees  of  custom-house  officers 
in  Ireland ;  and  it  enacted  that  the  right 
of  taking  hd,  upon  certain  duties  be  re- 
pealed ;  and  then  it  enacted,  that  %d.  be 
paid  upon  the  same  duties ;  after  which 
It  proceeded  to  regulate  the  holidays  kept 
by  persons  employed  in  the  customs, 
^ow,  he  certainly  must  contend,  that  this 
bill  tended  immediately  to  subvert  the  or- 
ders of  that  house,  and  on  that  account  he 
was  in  duty  compelled  to  resist  it ;  for  it 
became  their  lordships  to  be  extremely 
jealous  of  any  infringement  upon  their 
standing  orders,  considering  that  it  mis^ht 
lead  to  dangerous  consequences.  After 
shewing  that  matter  foreign  to  the  title 
of  the  bill,  as  a  money  bill,  was  introduc- 
ed by  the  other  house  of  parliament,  his 
lordship  moved  an  amendment,  that  in- 
stead of  the  word^  '  be  now  read  a  second 
time,'  there  be  substituted  *■  that  this  bill 
be  rejected.' 

Lord  Hawkesbury  said,  that  what  had 
been  stated  by  the  noble  earl,  respecting 
the  Standing  Order  of  that  house,  applied 
to  bills  of  aid  and  supply.  He  must  ad- 
mit that  the  bill  before  them  was  a  money 
bill ;  but  he  conceived,  that  in  respect  to 
some  particular  bills,  the  order  was  not 
imperative  but  admonitory,  and  in  the 
case  under  consideration,  left  it  to  the  op- 
tion of  that  house  to  put  it  in  force^  if  their  I 


lordships,  afler  exercising  their  discretion, 
should  be  induced  to  think  that  such  was 
the  intention  of  the  house  of  commons,  at 
the  time  of  passing  the  bill,  viz.  to  intro- 
duce foreign  matter,  with  a  view  to  fetter 
their  discretion;  but  he  did  not  perceive 
that  the  principle  of  that  order  could  be 
justly  applied  in  the  present  instance,  and 
therefore  should  not  vote  for  the  rejection 
of  the  bill. 

The  Lord  ChanceUdr  thought  that  so  for 
as  this  bill  regarded  duties  on  the  customs 
of  Ireland,  it  mi^ht  propeHy  be  deemed  a 
money  bill.  He  could  see  no  impropriety 
in  first  taking  off  the  Qd,  duty  which  had 
been  formerly  paid,  and  afterwards  sub- 
stituting 3^.  This  arose  from  the  officerm 
having  been  authorized  to  take  half  them- 
selves, and  to  pay  the  other  half  to  go- 
vernment And  when  the  bill  was  framed 
for  the  purpose  of  regulating  their  fees,  it 
was  not  improper  to  introduce  regulations 
concerning  the  holidays  kept  by  such  of- 
ficers. On  this  account,  and  on  the  ground 
of  these  orders  being  sometimes  rather  ad- 
monitory than  imperative,  be  should  leave 
it  to  their  lordships'  discretion  to  consider 
whether  the  bill  before  them  was  one  to 
which  the  order  should  be  applied. 

Lord  Holland  regarded  the  standing  or- 
ders of  very  great  importance.  The  noble 
baron  (Hawkesbury)  had  taken  considera- 
ble pains  to  draw  all  the  distinctions  his 
mind  could  suggest,  when  the  standing 
orders  of  that  house  ought,  or  ought  not,  to 
be  observed :  for  this  purpose,  hcshad  gone 
through  all  the  modes,  and  had  defined  at 
what  time  they  were  to  be  considered  in 
the  imperative.  There  could  be  no  such 
distinction,  for  they  must  at  all  times  be 
imperative  ;  and  their  lordships  might  as 
well  hav6  no  orders,  if  they  could  be  thus 
frittered  away,  by  leaving  it  to  their  dis- 
cretion to  consider  them  imperative  or  ad- 
monitory. He  had  no  disposition  to  put 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  present  bill, 
other  than  resisting  its  infringement  upon 
the  orders  of  that  house  ;  for  if  the  com- 
mons once  found  out  a  mode  of  sending  up 
bills  in  that  way  which  tended  to  a  breach 
of  the  orders  of  that  house,  they  might  be 
induced  to  do  so  on  some  occasions  highly 
dangerous  to  their  lordships'  privileges. 

The  Earl  of  Laudetdalc  was  surprized  at 
what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  lord 
(Hawkesbury)  in  laying  down  a  distinction, 
when  the  orders  of  that  house  should  be 
considered  imperative,  and  when  admoni- 
tory. It  was  absurd  to  consider  any  Stand- 
ing Order  admonitory  :  that  house  might 
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as  well  have  do  orders  at  all  if  they  were 
not  imperative.  This  doctrine  had  been 
also  laid  down  by  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  on  the  woolsack,  and  it  was  a^onish- 
ing  to  him  that  those  two  noble  lords  could 
thus  attempt  to  destroy  their  lordships' 
standing  orders.  He  could  not  account 
for  it  but  upon  this  principle,  that  the  lan- 
guage used  by  them  was  intended,  on  their 
part,  to  be  imperative  towards  that  house. 
— ^The  question  was  then  put  upon  the 
original  motion,  and  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

[Indictment  Bill.]  On  the  question 
for  going  into  a  committee  on  this  bill. 

Lord  Erskine  thought  it  his  duty  to  op- 
pose its  going  into  a  committee,  consider- 
ing it,  as  he  did,  an  alteration  in  the  law 
of  the  land,  without  any  necessity  what- 
eTer  being  shewn  for  it  It  had  hitherto 
been  invariably  the  practice  of  the  consti- 
tution to  draw  a  distinction  between  an 
indictment  found  by  a  ffrand  jury,  and  an 
information  filed  by  order  of  the  court  of 
king's. bench,  or  by  the  attorney  general 
ex  qficio.  It  was  now  for  the  iirst  time  to 
be  declared,  that  on  informations  as  well 
as  upon  indictments,  the  parties  were  to 
be  held  to  bail.  The  practice  had  hither- 
to been  upon  information^  to  summon  the 
party  by  subpoena,  and  if  he  did  not  ap- 
pear to  issue  an  attachment,  but  not  to 
nold  him  to  bail,  the  attachment  being  dis- 
charged the  moment  the  party  put  in  an 
appearance.  Under  this  bill,  upon  the  in- 
formation being  certified,  the  party  might 
immediately  be  held  to  bail.  To  such  an 
alteration  he  could  not  consent,  unless 
•ome  strong  necessity  was  shewn ;  and  not 
a  word  had  been  stated  in  fisLVoup  of  this 
bill  to  prove  any  such  necessity.  It  was 
nothing  to  the  point,  that  the  present  at- 
torney general  would  not  commit  any  abuse 
of  his  power.  They  were  to  consider  what 
future  attorney  general s  might  do  under 
this  bill ; — the  king  mi^ht  be  deceived, 
and  a  worthless  person  might  be  appointed 
attorney  general ;  or  an  attorney  general 
might  be  deceived,  and  informations,  er  (2^- 
cfo,  might  be  filed  for  expressing  opinions 
which  every  man  had  a  right  to  express ; 
and  persons  mi^ht,  under  the  operation  of 
this  bill,  by  bemg  held  to  bail,  be  griev- 
ously oppressed.  At  a  time  like  the  present, 
when  the  people  must  necessarily  bear 
great  burdens  and  endure  great  privations, 
and  when  there  was  every  probability  they 
would  be  galled  upon  to  bear  greater  bur- 
dens and  endure  greater  privations,  he 
thought  it  unwise  ^nd  impolitic  to  run  the 


risk  of  exciting  discontent  by  altering  tha 
law  and  that  practice  of  .the  constitution 
which  had  been  established  byouraiM:e8tor% 
and  had  continued  for  centuries,  by  placing 
the  attorney  general  upon  a  level  with  a 
grand  j  ury .  The  bill,  b^  the  powersi  it  gave, 
tended  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  the  press; 
and  though  he,  as  much  as  any  man,  wish- 
ed the  licentiousness  of  the  press  to  be 
checked,  he  objected  to  this  bill,  because  it 
tended  to  fetter  the  freedom  of  opini<«, 
by  placing  those  who  uttered  opinions  dis- 
agreeable to  the  government,  in  the  power 
of  an  officer  of  the  crown. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  he  had  waited  a  little 
while,  that  some  noble  and  learned  lord 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  speaking, 
but  he  was  astonished  at  their  silence. 
They  perhaps  thought  it  more  prudent  to 
remain  silent,  when  they  could  give  no 
reason  if  they  spoke.  If  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  on  the  woolsack  thought  what 
was  assigned  in  the  preamble  a  sufficient 
reason,  he  would  produce  his  own  expres- 
sions, not  in  that  house,  while  in  debate, 
but  in  an  act  of  parliament  of  his  own 
firaming,  wKich  would  give  the  lie  to  the 
reason  mentioned  in  the  preamble  of  this 
blasted  bill  brought  up,  from  the  house  of 
commons.  That  house  ought  to  be  repro- 
bated for  sending  such  a  bill ;  it  was  aa 
contemptible  in  its  formation  as  it  was 
wicked  in  its  principle.  The  noble  lord 
commented  upon  the  similarity  of  title  of 
this  bill,  and  that  of  the  26th  of  the  pre- 
sent king,  which  was  produced  from  the 
infamous  bill  of  Pepper  Arden.  This  act 
of  the  26th  had  not  continued  for  many- 
years  when  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
thought  proper  to  introduce  another  bill, 
which  alsM)  passed  into  a  statute,  and  in  the 
preamble  of  that  statute  it  was  expressed, 
that  great  grievances  to  the  subject  and  a 
loss  of  justice  had  been  occasioned  by  the 
former  one.  Now,  the  present  bill  said 
that  great  convenience  and  benefit  had 
resulted  from  the  former  as  well  as  the 
latter.  -  He  considered  it  as  an  infring- 
ment  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  an.4 
one  which  deserved  the  utmost  reprobation. 
He  was  surprised  at  the  indifiereuce  shewn 
by  that  house  upon  such  an  important 
change  being  made  in  the  fundamental 
laws  of  this  realm.  When  he  looked 
round  the  house,  and  saw,  on  all  sides,  the 
benches  deserted  upon  such  an  important 
occasion,  he  could  not  avoid  making^one 
observation,  that  if  any^  business  had  been- 
transacted  there,  which  might  excite  some 
curiosity  about  th^  fathef  of  $i  child;  or 
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if  it  oecaaioned  the  presence  of  a  beaoti- 
fiii  young  lady,  their  lordships^  benches 
would  hare  been  as  full  as  they  could  be 
crammed.  He  did  expect  some  answer 
woald  have  been  given  to  the  strong  ar- 
gsments^of  his  noble  and  learned  friend, 
but  he  supposed  they  were  unanswerable. 
— Upon  the  motion  being  again  made  by 
the  lord  chancellor. 

Lord  HoUand  rose,  and  expressed  the 
\rtmo8t  astonnhmcnt  that  no  answer  should 
be  gir en  to  what  had  been  stated  by  his 
•  noble  friends,  it  was  unparalleled  in  the 
history  of  this  country,  that  so  great  a 
ckange  should  be  made  in  the  law  of  the 
land,  without  any  necessity  or  reason  but 
those  stated  in  the  preamble.  His  lord^ 
ship  here,  with  great  eloquence,  urged, 
M  he  had  done  on  a  former  occasion,  the 
danger  of  altering  cur  laws,  generally,  lor 
dw  pwpose  of  obtainiiig  the  convenience 
oi  cextraordiaary  btws  made  for  th^  re^ 
venuB.  There  wtie  ot^ections  m^de  by 
fani  and  bia  noble  friends  whrch  bed  not 
been  anaaretedl,  and  in  saeh  an  important 
change  of  tbasc  kwtt  which  had  been 
banded  down  to  uafroiw  o«r  ancestors,  ancF 
whkb  atliaeted: the  admiration  of  mankiwd, 
it  was  rcmiistte,  he  thoQgh«,  that  some 
necessity  for  siieh  a  change  ought  to  be 
ahewn  by  these  wh^  defeMed  it.  For  his 
^art,  he  coMsidevec^  it  his-  duty  to  give  a 
inost  decided  opposition  to  such  an  inno^ 
vatioa.  Be  saw  no-  necessity  for  the  mea- 
sure ;  and  he  thought  there  would  be  con- 
aidtrable  difficulty  in  convincing  him  that 
tfam^  could  be  any  necessity  for  thi&  dan- 
gerous alteration,  if  the  bill  did  not  alter 
th»  lawr  but  enacted  what  was  already  en« 
acted,  it  was  absurd*, ;  and  if  the  aUeration 
was  made,  he  eould  n^rer  assent  to  it, 
unlciy  hj»  was  persuaded:  diere  was  suflN 
cienl  necessity  ff»  that  alteration. 

A  divi8ioii<  tt>ok  pkkce  on  the  question 
f^  going  itt<><>  a  committee.  Contents,  15. 
]HM^ont«tttB,§i  Minority,  9.  The  house 
them,  went  into  a^  conunittee.  Upon  the 
fioi  ckusc  being  read. 

Earl  Simtkope  said,  that  although  he 
ngich^eonMiendedi  the  conduct  of  his  nobtfe 
firiend^  who  had  left  that  house  because 
tbsy  w^d  not  be  present  when  such  a 
penNcioys  bill  passed  through  die  com- 
miMce,  yet  he  had  staid  himself;  for, 
^Bmr  the  m^uatiftable  manner  in  which 
tltb  bill  had  passed  befot^  their  lordships; 
ba'  hadi  an'  inclination  t^  see  what  their 
)ordahipr  would  do  in  the  committee. 
fim  then  snbmitfeed  several  alterations, 
9ll4  ifl*  ti)9  eo«r^  of  rt)e  pPDceeding  re- 


ferred to  the  statute^of  Ch.  1.  and  shewed 
what  attention  was  therein  paid  to  the  li- 
berty  of  the  subject  and  the  guarding  him 
from  imprisonment.  When  this  statute 
was  passed,  it  received  the  royal  assent  dif* 
ferently  from  any  other  act  of  parliament. 
The  king  said  '  let  right  be  done  the 
people,  as  is  by  parliament  demanded.' 
The  noble  lord  then  proposed  an  amende 
ment,  to  exclude  from  the  bill  informations 
filed  et  qfich  by  the  attorney  general, 
which  was  negatived  ;  as  were  also  som^ 
other  amendments  proposed  by  the  noble 
earl. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

WedHesda^,  May  25. 

[Indictmint  Bill.]  Earl  Stanhope  oh* 
served,  with  respect  to  this  bill,  that  he 
should  wish  to  move  that  it  be  read  a  third 
time  thie  day  eight  months,  but  as  thai 
motion  would  not  be  carried,  he  muat  con* 
fine  himself  to  fixing  a  day,  in  order  that 
noble  lords  might  be  aware  of  it,  and  wheit 
he  hoped  they  would  attend.  He  there-t 
fore  proposed  Moncby.  His  lordship  ob* 
served,  with  respect  to  trying  a  man  m^ 
hi»  absence,  that  a  jury,  if'^  they  fftund  thef 
defendant  was  not  present  to  take  care  of 
his  own  defence,  might  acquii  him,  and 
thnt  a  jurt  would  not  be  subject  to  ^iV 
attaint  for  an  acquittal.  Afler  quotitt)^ 
at  lengtii  some  law  cases,  and  reading 
several  extracta  from  acts  of  parliament,; 
fbr  dM  purpose  of  proving  the  former  prac** 
;  tice  and  uoige  of  the  constitution,  his  lordi* 
ship  concluded  by  moving.  That  the  bill 
be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday,  and  thaV 
jtfae  lords'  be  summoi^ ;  which  was  or« 
daradi  accordingly. 


'  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wedncscb^,  May  25. 

fWESTMiNsTKa  ELECTION — Case  orPhr-* 
viLE«E.]  Sir  Francis  Bterdctt,  adverting  to* 
the  communication  which  he  had  though^ 
it  his  duty  to  make  to  the  house  on  a^fer-* 
mer  night,  relative  to  certain  proceedinga 
in  one  of  the  courts  below,  whidi  appeared 
to  hhtt  to  trench  upon  the  Privileges  of 
that  house,  informed  the  house  that  the 
practical  consequences,  for  whiph  it  had 
been  recommended  to  him  to  wait,  had* 
now  taken  place.  He  assured  the  house^ 
that  in  bringing  this  question  agaii| 
before  tlie  house  he  hsf!  no  interest 
in  it,  but  what  any  other  member  would^ 
and  ought  to'fbei,U][>oi|  a  aobject  affcctip{p 
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his  privilege  as  a  member  of  parliament 
The  question  was  dimply  this,  whether  a 
member  elected  without  his  knowledee, 
and  taking  his  seat  in  obedience  to  tne 
king's  writ,  was  or  was  not  liable  to  incur 
any  part  of  the  expences  of  taking  the 
election?  He  did  not  mean  to  submit 
»ny  proposition  to  the  house  upon  the  sub- 
ject,* neither  did  he  make  any  complaint. 
Haying  thus  brought  the  matter  under  its 
consideration,  it  would  be  Ibr  the  house  to 
decide,  whether  or  not  the  case  was  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  call  for  its  interference. 

Sir  A.  Piggou  expressed  a  wish  to  know, 
what  were  the  exact  circumstances  of 
which  the  hon.  baronet  complained  ? 

Sir  F.  Burdett  stated,  that  the  practical 
inconvenience  to  which  he  now  ailuded 
was,  an  execution  having  been  sent  into 
bis  house,  for  what  were  said  to  have  been 
expences  incuiTed  in  taking  the  election 
for  Westminster ;  for  which  he  had  not  been 
%  candidate,  and  of  his  nomination,  or 
4ildeed  election,  to  which  he  was  almost  a 
•tiraAiger  till  the  erent  had  uken  place. 
The  ground  of  the  decision,  too,  was  the  fact 
of  his  having  taken  hi;*  seat  in  that  house. 

The  CkmceHor  of  (he  Exchequer  appre- 
feended  that  his  learned  friend  opposite, 
<sir  A.  PigDtt),  had  not  been  in  the  house 
to  the  ftwrtoer  night,  when  this  case  was 
brought  forward.  He  had  then  stated, 
that  whatever  the  decision  might  have 
heen,  the  hctuse  was  not  in  a  condition  to 
give  any  redi^ss.  The  hon.  baronet  then 
stated,  that  the  direction  of  the  noble  and 
teamed  judge  was,  that  the  person  who 
appeared  for  sir  F.  Burdett  and  claimed 
%eats  for  his  clerks,  should  be  adopted  as 
his  agent ;  because  the  hon.  baronet  had 
«mce  taken  his  seat  in  consequence  of  that 
election.  He  ( Mr.  Perceval)  then  stated, 
as  he  did  no>v,  that  tl^  house  Was  not  in  a 
eondittoh  to  take  advantage  of  this  fact. 
Had  this  been  the  direction  of  the  Judge, 
the  direct  and  regular  road  of  proceeding 
Would  have  been  to  have  applied  by  writ 
6f  ertor,  or  on  the  ground  of  mi.<;direction 
On  the  patt  of  the  judge ;  if  wrong  or 
Hght,  the  ground  of  the  decision  would 
then  have  appeared  on  the  reccJrd,  and 
<rould  have  been  seen  by  the  hous^.  The 
hoh.  baronet's  counsiel,  however,  not  hav- 
ing adopted  that  mode,  bttt  having  moved 
fer  a  new  trial.  Which  had  been  renised,  no 
-way  now  remained  for  bringing  the  mat- 
ter liViUi  eftfect  before  the  house.  It  now 
fcppealifed  not  to  be  a  case  of  privilege,  in 
^hich  a  member  of  that  house,  as  such, 
^as  interested :  bift  ai  tomttioA  case  of 
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debt,  for  work  and  labour.  This  chcuM- 
stance  did  not  arise  from  any  defect  in  tht 
(Vidge,  who  tried  th'e  case,  but  from  the 
iieglectof  the  counsel  of  the  hon.  baronets 

Sir  A.  Ptggott  declared  himself  to  be  pei^ 
fectly  satisfied  that  this  was  not  a  case  ifk 
which  the  house  coqld  interfere.  It  wan 
a  proceeding  in  the  regular  course  of  jus* 
tice.  If  the  action  in  this  case  could  hav6 
been  entertained  at  all,  it  must  have  been 
on  the  ground  that  it  arose  -out  of  a 
contract.  The  act  which  allowed  the  ex- 
pences of  erecting  hustings,  &c.  in  the 
case  of  counties,  did  not  extend  to  bo- 
roughs ;  yet  even  there,  candidates  might 
agree  that  f*c  their  accommodation,  or 
that  of  their  voters,  during  a  contest  of  1* 
or  15  days,  hustings  should  be  erected,  thb 
expence  of  vihich  could  not  reasonably  bte 
expected  to  fall  on  the  high  baililF.  Tbft 
action,  therefore,  could  only  be  6n  thfe 
contract  so  supposed  to  be  entered  into, 
and  could  of  course  have  no  relatioti  to  thfe 
election,  so  as  to  make  it  a  matter  of  pri- 
vilege to  be  taken  up  by  that  house.  This 
must  be  a  question  either  of  fact  or  of  law, 
and  in  either  case  it  might  have  beeh 
brought  before  the  court  by  demurrer,  or 
by  bill  of  exceptionb,  so  as  to  have  the 
ground  of  it  appear  on  record.  It  behoved 
those  who  had  the  legal  means  of  defends 
in  their  own  hands  to  go  before  the  judg^ 
in  a  regular  manner.  If  th6y  omitted  to 
do  so,  it  was  not  for  that  house  to  interpoSi6. 
If  the  house  should  be  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  improper  that  a  candidate  shotifd 
be  on  atiy  account  at  the  expence  of  erect- 
ing htwtmgs,  let  it  be  made  the  subject  of 
a  prospective  regulation.  But  as  that  was 
not  the  case  at  present,  this  must  be  likb 
any  other  suit  founded  on  a  covenant, 
the  effect  of  which  must  be  construed  by 
the  Jury. 

Mr.  Tietney  s^id,  it  appeared  to  him,  not> 
witlistanding  what  had  fallen  from  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  and  from  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  gent,  opposite,  that  the  pre- 
sent was  a  ouestion  of  privilege.  He  could 
not  admit  et  the  doctrine,  that  the  honste 
of  commons  was  not  entitled  to  interfere 
in  the  acts  of  omission  or  commission  of 
the  courts  below,  so  far  as  the  privileges  of 
the  members  of  that  house  were  concerned. 
The  case  was  this ;  the  worthy  barondl 
was  returned  without  his  knowledge,  and 
without  any  previous  consent  on  his  part : 
the  returning  oflScei*  had  ho  right  to  make 
a  demand  on  any  candidate  for  hustings  ; 
but  a  person  whom  he  supposed  to  be  the 
agent  of  sir  F.  Burdett  having 
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them  wheif  erected,  he  sues  sir  Francis  for 
his  proportion    of   these  expences ;  the 
judge  esteems  the  hon.  haronet's.  taking 
his  seat  as  a  confirmation  and  approbation 
of  the  conduct  of  the  person  who  appeared 
on  his  behalf,  in  fact  as  a  recognition  of 
him  as  his  agent ;  he  instructs  the  jury 
accordingly,  and  they,  in  compliance  with 
this  recommendation,  find  the .  worthy  ba- 
ronet liable.    If  these  iacts  were  so,  he 
asked,  was  not  this  a  grave  and  serious 
question  of  privilege  ?  Or  was  the  house, 
by    refusing    to    listen    to  it,    to    sanc- 
tion the  idea,  that  in  complying  with  an 
order  which  he  was  not  entitled  to  resist, 
namely,  taking  a  seat  when»;alled  to  it  by 
the  electors,  every  member  of  that  house 
was  to  incur  a  penalty  which  he  had  not 
contemplated,  and  which,  but  for  the  offi- 
cious and  forward  zeal  of  a  person  wit}i 
whom  probably  the  party  had  no  concern, 
the  returning  officer  had  no  right  to  de- 
mand ?  In  saying  this  much,  the  right 
hon.  gent,  begged  to  be  understood  as  by 
no  means   reflecting  on  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  who  tried  the  action.    He 
knew  that  ther)s  was  no  person  less  likely 
than  he  to  do  any  thing  that  could  seem  to 
infer  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the 
house.  It  was  possible,  however,  that  even 
he  might  be  mistaken.    It  would  be  a 
grievous  burden  if  a  member  returned  to 
parliament  without  any   personal  inter- 
ference of  his  own,  were  obliged  to  shew, 
as  by  law  he  was,  not  only  that  he  pos- 
sessed a  qualification  of  S  or  4001.  a  year, 
but  alsQ  to  produce  out  of  his  pocket  4  or 
'   500/.  to  derray  the  expence  of  the  hust- 
ings.    He  hoped,  therefore,  the  question 
would  not  be  supposed  to  have  been  dis- 
posed of,  but  that  it  wopld  be  renewed  for 
after-consideration ;  appearing,  as  it  did  to 
him,  to  be  one  well  worthy  of  deliberation 
before  a  decision  was  come  to  upon  it. 

Mr.  l/ycester  said,  that  the  person  who 
had  been  held  as  shr  Francis's  agent  had 
called  on  the  high  bailifi)and,  in  the  name 
of  sir  Francis,  declared  that  he  would  not 
pay  for  the  hustings  ;  yet  that  this  same 
person,  day  after  day,  asked,  obtained,  and 
availed  himself  of,  the  advantage  of  seats 
for  the  check-clerks,  inspectors,  &c.  who 
were  to  attend  to  the  hon.  baronet's  inter- 
ests in  the  election.  The  learned  gent, 
did  not  pretend  to  say  what  was  the  re- 
commendation of  the  judge  ;  but  it  was 
hardly  probable,  that  it  was  such  as  had 
been  represented,  els^fii  new  trial,  wl\ich 
had  been  moved  for,'  would  have  been 
(ranted. 


Mr.  Bathttrst  thoi^ht  it  impossible  for 
the  house  to  entertain  a  question  on  which 
they  bad  no  authentic  information,  the 
recommendation  of  the  judge,  which  could 
alone  fonm  the  ground  of  the  proceeding, 
not  having  been  entered  upon  the  record. 

The  Speaker  said,  after  what  had  passed 
in  allusion  to  himself,  it  was  necessary  for 
him  to  put  the  hon.  baronet  right  as  to 
what  he  had  stated  on  a  former  night. 
What  he  said  was,  that  when  any  practi- 
cal inconvenience  did  arise,  if  the  hon* 
baronet  continued  to  think  that  it  involved 
a  question  of  privilege,  he  should  in  that 
event  lose  no  time  in  applying  to  the 
house.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  sayings 
that  if  any  judge  should  recommend  to  a 
jury  what  could  be  construed  into  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  that  house,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  house  to  resist,  and  to  guida 
their  course  according  to  circumstances. 
As  there  was  no  motion  before  the  house^ 
he  should  only  suggest  two  different  modea 
of  proceeding,  both  of  which  had  been 
adopted  in  the  reign  of  Charles  2.  One 
was  in  the  case  of  judge  Weston,  where  an 
impeachment  was  ordered  ;  and  the  other 
in  the  same  reign,  where  that^measure  not 
being  deemed  necessary,  the  matter  waA 
allowed  to  drop  without  any  further  dis- 
cussion. Those  who  thought  the  present 
a  case  of  the  most  serious  nature,  would 
probably  be  of  opinion,  that  the  former  of 
these  was  the  preferable  mode  of  proceed- 
ing ;  while  others  again  might  be  inclined 
to  think  that  the  latter  was  the  most  de- 
sirable way  of  disposing  of  the  present 
question.  He  had  stated  what  were  the 
modes  of  proceeding  ;  and  it  was  for  the 
house  to  say,  whether  in  this  case  the  more 
or  less  serious  mode  oueht  to  be  adopted. 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  said,  the  aources  from 
whence  he  derived^  his  information,  as  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  judge,  were  the 
notes  of  the  short-hand  writer  employed  to 
take  down  the  trial,  and  the  information 
of  his  counsel.  He  esteemed  these  as 
afibrding  him  sufficient  foundation  for 
bringing  the  matter  before  the  house. 
The  only  thing  he  had  submitted  to  the 
house  was  the  instruction  of  the  judge; 
that  the  circumstance  of  his  taking  his  seat,^ 
a  thing,  which  was  incumbent  on  nim,  was 
such  an  approval  and  ratification  of  the  pro- 
ceedings had  under  the  election,  as  must 
subject  him  to  the  expence  of  the  hust- 
ings. He  felt  himself  by  no  means  intei^ 
ested  in  the  fate  of  this  discussion.  He 
esteemed  it  to  be  the  cause  of  the  bouse ; 
and  if  he  had  taken  a  bill  of  exception^ 
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or  adopted  any  other  mode  of  setting 
aside  the  verdict  than  that  which  he  now 
used  in  sufomitiing  the  case  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  house,  he  should  have  con- 
eeiTed  that  he  subjected  himself  to  a 
severe  censure  for  his  conduct.  He  now 
kft  it  to  the  house  to  determine  as  they 
thought  proper. — Here  the  matter  dropped. 

[Roman  Catholic  Petition.]  Mr. 
Sheridan  presented  a  petition  from  the 
Boman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Wexford,  praying  to  be  relieved  from 
ikhe  disabilities  under  which  the  Catholic 
body  labour. — Sir  John  Newport  presented 
a  similar  petition  from  the  Catholic  inha- 
bitants of  the  city  of  Waterford. — ^Mr. 
Butler  presented  a  similar  petition  from^ 
the  Catholic  inhabitants  or  the  county 
and  city  of  Kilkenny.-^Mr.  M.  Fitzge- 
rald presented  a  similar  petition  from 
the  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Kerry. — Mr.  Shaw  presented  a  petition 
ftom  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  com- 
mon council,  of  the  city  of  Dublin  against 
the  Roman-catholic  Claims.  All  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Grattm  then  moved,  *'  That  the 
Petition  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  on 
behalf  of  Hiemselves,  and  of  others  his 
majesty's  subjects  professing  the  Roman 
-Catholic  religion,  which  was  presented  to 
the  house  upon  Monday  last  (see  p.  489) 
and  then  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table, 
might  be  again  read.^' — ^The  Petition 
was  read  accordingly  ;  after  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  again  rose 
and  addressed  the  house  as  follows  : — 
*'  Mr. Speaker;  the  Petition  which  the 
bouse  has  just  heard  read  contains  the 
sentiments  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland. 
Not  only  that  Petition,  but  the  other 
petitions  presented  this  day,  speak  the 
sense  of  that  body.  I  may  therefore 
fairly  assume,  in  the  course  of  what  I  have 
to  say,  that  it  does  speak  the  sentiments 
*of  four  fifths  of  the  Irish  population.  The 
Petitions  come  from  a  considerable  portion 
-of  your  electors,  having  political  power ; 
forming  a  part  of  the  Lfnited  Kingdom ; 
and  applying  to  the  constitutional  organ 
for  a  legitimate,  object.  In  discussing  the 
merits  of  the  petitioners'  claims,  I  should 
irecommend  to  gentlemen  to  avoid  any 
intemperate  language,  and  to  adopt  a 
spirit  of  concord,  that  nothing  may  pass 
in  debate  which  shall  sharpen  the  public 
mind.  Whatever  decision  the  bouse  may 
come  to,  upon  the  motion  which  I  shall 
have  the  honour  to  propose,  for  going  into 


a  Committee  to  take  tlie  Petitions  into  con- 
sideration, I  should  hope  that  the  temper 
with  which  it  will  be  met,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  will  be  argued,  will 
rather  approximate  the  minds  of  gentle- 
men, than  remove  to  a  farther  distance, 
the  great  objects  of  justice  and  of  policy. 
With  such  hope,  therefore,  I  wish  gentle- 
men would  apply  the  balm  of  oblivion; 
that  they  will  not  revive  those  topics 
which  can  only  serve  to  irritate  andin^ 
flame ;  that  they  will  not  go  back  to  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne,  nor  to  the  business  of 
1745,  nor  indeed  to  any  of  those  afflicting  . 
periods  in  which,  unfortunately  for  my 
country,  parties  contended  asamst  each 
other.^  It  you  go  back,  so  will  the  Catho- 
lics ;  if  you  make  out  a  law  against  them, 
they  will  make  out  a  case  against  you  ; 
then  we  shall  have  historian  against  histo- 
rian !  men  of  blood  against  men  of  blood ! 
The  consequence  will  be,  that  the  parties 
win  remain  imreconciled  and  irreconcilea^ 
ble— each  the  victim  of  their  own  preju- 
dices, and  the  result  will  convince  you  that 
the  victory  remains  only  for  the  enemies  of 
both.  In  the  course  of  so  many  years  of 
contest  and  prejudice,  it  is  impossible  not 
to  recollect  mat  much  evil  must  have  been 
engendered,  national  calamities  must  have 
multiplied,  and  much  violence  have  passed. 
In  the  tempests  to  which  Ireland  was  re- 
duced by  the  two  contending  parties — the 
one  fired  by  bigotry  and  intoxicated  with 
victory — the  other  overpowered  by  misfor- 
tunes, and  wrung  by  oppression — I  say,  it 
is  impossible  but  tdat  great  political  evils 
must  have  arisen.  However,  therefore, 
we  may  lament  those  times,  we  trust  all 
agree,  in  settling  their  accounts  there  was 
much  to  admire  in  both  parties,  but  also 
we  must  recollect  that  there  was  something 
to  forget.  Something  has  happened  since 
those  periods  which  makes  it  necessary  to 
do  away  those  religious  distinctions.  It 
is  now  desirable  that  a  spirit  of  unanimity 
should  prevail.  When  geiitlemen  call  to 
mind  the  ^tate  of  the  war,  and  the  conse- 
quent danger  which  menaces  our  empire^ 
they  must  be  convinced  that  unanimity  is 
necessary  for  our  existence  as  a  state.  It 
is  this  feeling  which  pervades  my  mind, 
and  it  is  a  feeling  which  I  mOst  seriously 
wish  to  impress  upon  the  mind  of  this 
house.  A  cordiality  in  co-operation  is 
what  I  strenuously  recommend  ;  and  I  do 
most  sincerely  hope  and  trust  that  the 
ffood  senses  of  both  nations  vrill  supply  the 
defect  of  national  concord.  We  are  now 
arrived  at  that  period  when  the  cessation 
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of  3tU  party  rancour,  and  religious  animo-  I 
sity,   is  no(  only  desirable,   but  funda- 
mentally necessary.      It   is  a  sentiment 
which  not  only  the  Irish  Catholic  and  the 
Irish  Protestant  should  feel,  but  should  be 
the  guide  of,  both  nations  in  Cheir  inter- 
course with  each  other.     With  great  con- 
cern, therefore,  I  saw  scribbled  on  the 
walls  of  this  country,   these  idle  words, 
'*  No  Popery."   What  could  be  the  object 
or  the  hope  of  those  who  encouraged  so 
wicked  and  abominable  a  cry,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  divine.     It  could  not  be  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  unanimity,  nor  of 
adding  to  the  national  strength.     On  the 


contrary,  it  had  this  elTect,  that  it  held  out 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  to  the  world, 
this  country  as  a  people  devoted  to  civil 
Commotitn,  as  a  nation  of  fanatics,  incom- 
petent to  any  other  purpose  but  fanaticism, 
and    incs^pable    of   acting    with    energy 
against  the  enemy  of  the  British  empire. 
Tjie   counter  Petitions  which  were  pre- 
sented upon  a  former  occasipn,  were  the 
«entimenta  of  well  meaning  men,  who, 
when  they  fled  from  the  shadow  of  the 
J^ope,  weie  precipitated  into  that  gulph 
into  which  so  niany  nations  had  fallen  and 
continue  to  fal|.     It  gives  me  great  plea- 
sure to  see  that  the  sense  of  public  danger, 
has  recalled  men's  minds  from  those  nar- 
row principles. which  a  ridiculous  fear  of 
JPopery  had  so  long  encouraged.     Those 
fears  are  now  removed,  and  therefore  it  is 
ihdi  you  do  not  find  upon  the  table  of  this 
house  any  one  Petition  against  the  Roman 
Catholics  (sarc  one  presented  this  day). 
Such  symptoms  augur  well  for  the  security 
of  the  empire,  and  I  congratulate  the  public 
upon  it     It  is  an  example  of  liberality 
well  worth  the  wisdom  01  a  great  nation, 
of  that  wisdom  which  prompted  you  to 
form  an  alliance  with  Austria — ^Vou  re- 
stored the  Pope — you  took  Catholics  into 
your  pay — you   afforded   protection    to 
the  family    of   Portugal,   you   lent   aid 
and  assistance  tp  transplant  that  family 
to  South  America — you  planted  Popery 
there,  in  50  doing  you  acted  wisely.     You 
have  shewn  the  innocence  of  the  Catholic 
religion — that  there  is  nothing  in  it  dan- 
serous  to  the  state*  and  you  have  thereby 
talsitied  all  those  idle  notions  of  the  vices 
which  some  persons  attributed  to  that  mode 
of  faith.     What  then  do  I  a^k  of  you  this 
night  on  behalf  of  your  fellow  subjects, 
why  this  :  that  in  the  same  spirit  of  wis- 
dom and  of  liberality  you  would  extend  to 
one-fifth  of  your  fellow  subjects  those  be- 
ficial  principles  which  I  say  you  so  wisely 


and   liberally  extended  to   yoor  fbreigi^ 
connections  professing  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith.     It  therefore  now  remains  for  yoi^ 
to  exert  that  wisdom  on  behalf  of  youf 
fellow  subjects — to  shew  them  tbaV  yoi4 
are  not  less  anxious  tor  ihem  than  ywx. 
were  for  your  foreign  allie»-^to  convince 
them   that  an  alU<mce,   a  natural  one  \ 
with  them,  is  not  only  your  anxious  wish, 
but  that  it  is  also  your  iodispensible  in«. 
terest.    It  is  on  these  grounds  iha;t  I  shall 
move  for  the  house  to  go  into  a  Gopimitt^ 
on  the  Petition.     The  Petition  prays  relief 
for  certain  disabilities  and  restrictions  which 
tl^e  act  of  the  SSrd  of  the  king  did  not  ^e*- 
move ;  that  act  allowed  them  a  certain  por-r 
tion  of  political  power — it  gave  them  «teoT 
tive  franchises,  and  made  thera  a  part  qf 
the  constituent  power,  object,  however,  to- 
certam  exemptions  ;  bujt  it  did  not  allow 
them  to  fill  all  offices  in  the  stat«,  nor  did 
it  admit  them  to. eligibility  for  seats  in 
parliament.    It  admitted  them  to  ail  ofii- 
ces  civil  and  ipilitary,  with  the  exceptioii 
of  about  forty  in  number.    It  is  against 
these  exceptions  they  now  petition,  and 
apply  to  be  admitted  to  fill  all  offices. — 
Before  I  proceed  to  otter  some  argument^ 
in  support  of  the  Petitioners*  case,  it  will 
be  necessary  for  me  to  notice-  the  argu* 
ments  of  those  who  oppose  tins  adn^ission  ; 
and  first  then  against  the  €;xceptions.     It 
has  been  objected  against  the  Catholice^ 
that  they  freely  acknowledge  the  power  of 
a  foreign  potentate,  and  that  they  are  not 
bound  by  the  obligation  of  any  oath  which 
they  make  with  persons  of  a  diQerent  reli^ 
gion  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  a  portion  of  your 
subjects,  composing  one-fifth  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  whole  empire,  a  very  consi- 
derable part  of  your  constituency,  hold 
principles  which  militate  against  the  pre- 
servation of  the  social  compact — are  desti-- 
tute  of  all  those  moral  principles  which 
regulate  the  social  system — that  they  ar^ 
execrable  and  are  rendered  thus  execrable 
by  their  religion,  and  consequently  un^ 
worthy  of  participating  in  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  their  fellow  subjects enjoy« 
and  which  I  say   they   are  entitled  to. 
Such  a  doctrine  goes  this  length  :  it  says 
that  the  Catholic  religion  is  a  nuisance-— » 
religion  which  is  professed  by  the  greatest 
proportion  of  Europe.     If  such  an  infeiw 
ence  be  just,  and  if  such  be  the  true  char 
racter  of  the  professors  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  faith,  then  it  follows  of  course 
that  the  religion  of  the  great  portion  of 
the  civilized  world  is  worse  than  uselev. 
The  xeiutation of  ittch  aposiuoh does aoi 
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clepend  upoa  I^b3tract  reasodiing  or  forced 
ooDstruc(ion.    It  has  been  contradicted  by 
t^e  moat  profound  professors  of  popery  in 
diiiereut  countries*    intheyear  i7dl  the 
Si^aas  of  the  Catholics  was  taken  upon  the 
SMbject,  ceiFtain  questioiis  were  put  to  the 
^  principal  universities  on  the  continent, 
applicable  to  the  doctrines  held  by  the 
professors.     The  universities  were  thjose 
of  Paris,  Lou>;aine,  Salamanca,  Souay,  St. 
Omersy  and  Valladolid  ;  to  these  queries 
they  answer,  "  That  Roman  Catholics  do 
«ot  hold  themselves  absolved  from  their 
sjlegiance  to  a  protestant  prince,  and  they 
4eclare«that  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  here- 
tics— that  the  Pope  has  no  temporal  power 
in  England,  either  as  to  deposing  a  prinoe 
^  otherwise.    They  also  declare  that  such 
j^jrinciples  by   their  r^eligion  were  co»* 
demned,    reprobated    and    stigmatiaed.'' 
These  questions  they  answer  with  much 
moral  indignalion>  and  with  much  learn* 
jfi^t  and  aver  that  such  actions  and  tenets 
do  not  belong  to  the  Catholic  religion. 
$uch  is  the  testimony  of  the  professors  of 
that  faith  in  foreign  countries,  and  I  am 
therefore  Justified  in  saying*  that  it  is  not 
the  profession   of  Catholics  in    ceneraU 
With  respect  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
they  have  furnished  not  less  than  six  instru- 
ments, all  refuting  the  imputations  cast 
upon  their  religion*     By  these  instruments 
they  disclaim  the  deposing  power  of  the 
Pope,  and  all  his  right  of  inteHerins  in 
temporal  matters.     By   the  oath  which 
they  aie  required  to  take  in  the  act  of  the 
13th  and  14th  of  the  king,  these  disclaimi- 
ers  are  recognized  ;  and  by  the  act  of  the 
S2d  of  the  king,  they  renounce  the  right 
of  the  Pope  as  to  his  claim  upon  property ; 
they  swear  to  support  the  Protestant  State 
and  Church,  and  dei^y  the  infallibility  of 
the  Pope.    From  this  I  am  strengthened 
in  inferring,  that  there  is  no  moral  ihcom*- 
patibility  between- the  two  religions  ;  but 
those  who  argue  the  contrary  contend  that 
there  is  a  political  incompatibility,  and 
^ey  ground  their  objections  upon  this 
principle  :  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  sub- 
ject to  hold   allegiance  to  a  Protestant 
pSrince,  at  the  same  time  that  he  professes 
'  to  hold  a  religion  contrary  to  the  estar 
blished  religionof  the  state>  and  recognizes 
ft  foreign  power  as  the  head   of  his  own 
jseligion.     The  Catholic  acknowledges  the 
supremacy  of  the  Pope  in  a  spiritual  sense. 
To  prove  that  this  admission,  or  the  belief 
.  in  transubstantiatioii,    the  invocation  of 
Mints,  or  the  other  points  of  Catholic  doo- 
trine^  such  as  the  oelebralioii  of  masf>  the 


eucharist,  are  incompatible  with  allegU 
anc^  to  the  house  of  Hanover,  is  to  require 
aa  great  a  miracle  as  the  transubstantia-* 
tion  itself.     It  then  becomes  this  house, 
and  it  ifl  a  duty  imperiously  thrown  upon 
us,  to  inquire  whether,  in  the  pvcsent  stata 
of  the  world,  there  does  exist  any  motive 
powerful   enough   tb  call  this  supposed 
hostility   of   the   Catholics    into    action. 
There  unow  no  Catholic  pretender  on  tho 
continent^no  Catholic  association  or  con^ 
federacy  in  Europe.    In  Catholic  coua- 
tries  all  religions^  without  distinction,  are 
admitted  into  civil  and  military  offices^ 
indeed  there  has  been  a  silent  reformation 
as  to  religious  influence  in  the  publia 
mind,  and  even  Popery  itself  has  drawn 
much  of  its  toleration  and  liberality  from 
the  progress  of  protestantism.     In  Ame- 
rica no  such  principle  of  esclosion  can 
or  does  exist ;  and  it  must  be  recollected^ 
that  the  Protestant  and  the  Catholic  of 
that  continent  confederated,  in  conjunc- 
tion  with  France,  but  stiH  there  was  no- 
thing in  it  of  Catholic  combination.  Whil« 
the  Protestant  religion   cannot    procure 
you  one  single  ally  on  the  continent,  with 
the  exception  of  Sweden,  will  you  then 
consent  to  disqualify  one-ftfth  of  your  sub- 
jects at   home  ?    Will    you    direct  your 
strength  and  vigilance  in  array  against  a 
Catholic  combination,  at  a  moment  whea  . 
your  danger  is  the  result  of  an  anti-English 
conspiracy  among  the  countries  of  Eu- 
rope, formeriy    your  allies?   Is  this  the 
moment,  I  would  ask,  to  deprive  yourselves 
of  that  beneficial  and  necessary  assistance 
which  can  alone  exist  in  the  union  of  all 
ranks  and  descriptions.    If  you  sufifer  that 
narrow  pri^ciple  to  regulaU  your  con* 
duct,  then  do  I  contend  that  you  do  not 
give  your  country  fair  play ;  but  you  do 
give  to  the  foreign  enemy  the  best  means 
of  effecting  his  purpose,  by  allowing  a 
narrow,  mean,  and  selfish  policy  to  govern 
over  your  better  judgment.   There  cannot 
therefore  be  any  moral  incompatibility  to 
the  measure,  but  I  think  I  have  shewn  that 
a  very  urgent  political  necessity  exists  for 
uniting  all  against  the  designs  of  a  foreign 
enemy.    It  certainly  has  been  the  opinion 
of  all  political  writers,  that  tests  are  the 
symbols  of  political  sentiments.     I  do  not 
pretend  to  say  that  there  may  not  be  cases 
m  which  it  is  necessary  for.  a  state  to  act 
upon  the  principle  of  exclusion.    Thai  is 
a  proposition  which,  taken  in  a  general 
sense,  no  one  would  dispute,  and  may  ha 
acted  upon  where  the  practice  of  any  re- 
ligious precept  is  evidence  of  foreign  at« 
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(achment.  It  will  not  be  denied  me,  as  a 
general  proposition  too,  that  there  are 
certain  rights  to  which  all  subjects  are  en- 
titled— that  the  state  has  a  right  to  demand 
Uie  assistance  of  the  talents  of  all  the  sub- 
jects, and  further,  that  it  has  not  the  right 
cf  imposing  arbitrary  te^ts.  But  there 
may  be  cases  in  which  subjects  lose  these 
rights,  and  then  the  imposition  of  an  "ar- 
bitrary test  is  defensible.  In  this  parti- 
cular case,  however,  it  cannot  apply  ;  for 
here,  as  I  think,  I  have  distinctly  shewn, 
no  foreign  attachment  is  proved,  or  indeed 
can  exist,  for  it  is  evident  that  foreign  at- 
tachment has  long  since  ceased.  To  jus- 
tify you,  therefore,  I  say,  you  must  prove 
a  probable  case,  and  you  must  prove 
m6re ;  that  it  exists  only  with  reference 
to  the  Pope.  What  is  this  cause  for  jea' 
lousy  ?  In  what  does  it  consist  ?  Why,  in 
this — the  Pope  !  And  what  is  the  Pope  ? 
Why  the  Catholics  have  proved  to  you 
that  the  Pope  is  nothmg  more  than  a 
name,  for  they  consider  him  in  the  light, 
and  in  no  other,  than  a  spiritual  power-^ 
they  have  abjured  him  in  all  temporal 
cases ;  they  have  abjured  him  in  all  mix^d 
cases,  particularly  in  all  cases  which  in 
any  way  relate  to  the  state* — Let  us,  how- 
ever, examine  the  matter  further.  It  has 
jbeen  objected  to  the  Catholics  that  mar- 
riages, and  of  course  inheritances,  are 
subject  to  the  controul  of  the  Pope.  The 
idea  is  absurd  and  monstrous !  The  house 
will  now  recollect  that  marriage  is  a  civil 
contract ;  that  inheritance  is  good  only 
by  the  laws  of  the  country  ;  that  it  is  so 
is  proved  by  the  acts  passed  upon  the 
subject;  that  they  have  lost  that  inheri* 
iance,  and  acquiesce  in  the  laws,  is  clear 
by  the  9  Will.  2  Anne,  19  and  23  Geo.  2, 
by  which  marriage  and  inheritance  are 
set  aside,  and  the  next  of  kin  is  only  tenant 
for  life.  To  tell  the  Catholics,  therefore, 
that,  at  the  present  day,  they  consider 
such  contracts  in  a  spiritual  light,  is  to  in- 
sult their  understanding,  and  to  upbraid 
them  with  the  disbelief  of  that  system  to 
which  they  fell  victims. — ^The  next  point 
to  be  considered  is  with  respect  to  excom- 
munication. In  the  first  place,  they  say 
that  marriage  is  a  temporal  obligation — 
excommunication  a  spiritual  one.  They 
further  say,  that  excommunication  has  not 
been  urged  with  reference  to  any  legal  or 
temporal  consequences,  but  that  Catholics 
have  enjoyed  all  the  privileges  of  life, 
and  in  these  cases  are  denied  nothing  but 
the  sacrament.  In  some  letters  which  I 
hare  seen  annexed  to  a  very  able  produc- 


tion iit  the  shape  of  a  pamphlet,  the  work 
of  a  learned  gentleman  of  this  house,  to 
whose  labours  and  information  his  country 
and  ours  are  equalljr  indebted,*  to  the 
charges  of  the  Catholic  clergy  claiming  a 
right  to  tythes — that  they  deny  the  right 
of  the  Protestant  clergy  to  tythes — that 
they  claim  legal  existence  for  a  Catholic 
establishment,  and  that  they  exercise  the 
right  of  excommunication  in  all  tempwal 
cases — the  most  positive  and  unequivocal 
denial  is  given.  They  deny  that  they  have 
ever  resisted  the  right  of  the  established 
church  to  claim  tythes — that  they  have 
claimed  an  exclusive  iestablishmenfr  for  the 
Catholic  church — ^they  do  not  deny  that 
taxation  to  the  Protestant  clergy  is  found* 
ed  in  justice,  and  for  the  truth  of  these 
denials,  they  appeal  to  their  fellow-subjects 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  and  profess 
their  readiness  to  swear  to  the  facts.  As 
to  excommunication,  that  they  say,  is  con* 
fined  entirely  to  the  Bishops,  and  declare 
they  have  not  claimed  nor  exercised  any 
of  these  powers  imputed  to  them  by  their 
adversaries.  In  one  of  their  principal 
dioceses,  that  of  Dublin,  I  have  the  autho- 
rity of  Dr.  Troy,  the  titular  archbishop,  to 
say,  that  in  the  course  of  19  years,  the 
time  in  which  he  has  filled  that  see,  only 
two  instances  of  excommimication  have 
occurred  ;  and  that  during  the  time  of  his 
predecessor,  Dr.  Carpenter  (17  years)  only 
the  same  number  took  place.  I  appeal 
to  the  good  sense  and  judgment  of  the 
bouse  then,  whether  the  power  of  the' 
Pope,  in  regard  to  excommunication,  can 
be  looked  on  as  dangerous. — Now,  then, 
with  respect  to  the  o&er  side  of  the  ques* 
tion.  It  has  been  argued,  and  with  much 
force,  that  the  power  of  the  Pope  in  the 
nomination  of  bishops  may  be  considered 
of  a  dangerous  tendency.  With  respect  to 
this  power,  the  Catholics  themselves  no- 
minate the  Bishop  ;  the  Pope  gives  him  a 
spiritual  capacity.  If  gentlemen  think 
this  a  dangerous  power,  why  then,  I  have 
a  proposition  to  niake,  a  proposition  which 
the  Catholics  have  authorized  me  indeed 
to  name — It  is  this :  **  That  in  the  future 
nomination  of  Bishops,  his  majesty  may 
interfere  and  exercise  his  royal  privilege, 
by  putting  a  negative  upon  such  nomina- 
tion ;  that  is  in  other  words  to  say  :  that 
no  Catholic  Bishop  shall  be  appointed  vrith- 
out  the  entire  approbation  of  his  majesty.** 


*  Sir  J.  C.  Hippisley,  M.  P.  author  of  a 
work  intituled,.  "  Substance  of  Additional 
Obsertations  on  the  Catholic  Question.**. 
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The  house  will  be  aware  of  the  benefit  of 
such  a  proposition— of  the  desire  of  the 
Catholics  to  conform  to  the  government  of 
their  country,  for  this  would  effectually 
prevent  the  appointment  of  any  Catholic 
Bishop  to  the  head  of  his  church,  who  was 
not  politically  approved  of,  by  the  go- 
vernment. If  it  be  true  that  Bonaparte 
has  controul  over  the  Pope,  the  Pope 
over  the  Catholic  Clergy  in  Ireland,  and 
the  Catholic  Clergy  over  the  laity  ;  why 
then  it  follows,  that  Bonaparte  has  con- 
troul over  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
Britisli  army  and  navy.  It  is  for  this  rea- 
son that  I  wish  the  house  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Petitions,  and  to  come  to  a 
resolution  approving  of  the  proposition  I 
submit,  and  it  is  the  more  necessary,  be- 
cause it  has  been  contended,  not  that  the 
danger  will  arise,  but  that  it  now  really  ex- 
ists. Here,  then,  is  a  power  to  be  vested  in 
his  majesty  which  must  operate  to  do  away 
the  danger  complained  of,  by  destroying 
the  influence  of  Bonaparte,  if  such  influ- 
ence actually  exists.  If  this  be  ^ot  ac- 
ceded to,  it  will  then  be  for  those  who, 
under  such  circumstances  as  they  have 
charged,  wish  to  persevere  in  their  hosti- 
lity and  exclusion,  to  statt  broadly  and 
roundly  their  reasons,  for  such  perse- 
verance— a  perseverance  which  can  only 
tend  to  make  the  king  weak  as  to  the 
ChiA'ch,  and  the  constitution  weak  as  to 
the  Catholic  body.  The  proposition  will 
make  a  double  connection — ^the  two 
churches  will  be  as  one,  and  the  king  at 
the  head.  By  these  means  all  danger 
will  be  removed^  the  moral  and  political 
entirety  of  his  'majesty's  dominions  will 
be  established;  the  constitution  will  be 
invigorated  and  strengthened  by  connect- 
ing the  Catholics  with  the  parliament,  and 
the  king  with  the  Catholic  clergy,  by  the 
interference  which  he  must  of  course  ex- 
ercise in  jconsequence  of  the  appoint- 
ment.— ^Having  considered  this  subject 
upon  general  grounds,  I  shall  now  proceed 
to  examine  it  with  respect  to  its  applica- 
tion to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The 
Petition  which  has  this  night  been  pre- 
sented in  opposition  to  the  prayer  of  the 
Catholics,  has  attempted  to  ground  its 
hostility  upon  the  principles  recognized 
at  the  Revolution.  Admit  such  a  prin- 
ciple, and  you  make  that  glorious  occur- 
rence fatal  to  its  own  interests.  It  has  been 
objected,  that  the.  claims  of  the  Catholics 
are  inconsistent  with  the  Declaration  of 
Bights,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  that 
instrument.     If  so,  why  then  the  Revolu- 


tion which  established  the  liberties  of  this 
country,  and  from  which  you  derive  such 
blessings,  was  pre^ant  with  illiberality 
to  Ireland,  and  the  Declaration  of  Rights 
was  fatal  to  its  own  interests.  But  I  deny- 
that  any  fundamental  law  exists  against 
the  extension  of  every  civil  and  political 
immunity  to  Catholic  subjects,  consistent 
with  the  security  of  the  empire.  If  there 
be  any  such  fundamental  law,  show  me 
where  it  is.  It  certainly  does  not  exist  iu 
the  assumed  power  of  the  two  branches  of 
the  legislature  in  1742.  On  that  occasion 
it  passed  by  a  vote  of  both  houses  of  parlia- 
ment, an  act  of  power  assuming  the  legis- 
lative authority' !  It  was  afterwards  sanc« 
tioned  in  1761,  by  a  resolution  in  a  similar 
manner,  without  becoming  an  act  of 
the  legislature.  To  be  sure  it  then  had 
a  formal  act  to  sanction  the  measure,  but 
that  was  an  act  of  oppression,  which 
could  not  bind  the  Irish  legislature.  The 
act  of  king  William,  which  re-enacted 
this  provision,  was  also  an  act  of  op- 
pression, and  it  was  not  till  the  yeav 
1782  that  the  effects  of  these  provisions, 
and  the  oaths  they  enjoined,  were  don» 
away  by  a  bill  introduced  by  an  hon. 
friend  of  mine,  into  the  Irish  parliament. 
But  I  not  only  contend  that  there  is  no 
fundamental  law  to  sanction  this  exclusion^ 
I  also  contend  that  it  is  a  violation  of 
a  constitutional  principle.  It  is  certainly 
true,  that  the  succession  to  the  crown  was, 
at  the  Revolution,  limited  to  the  Protestant 
branches,  but  it  is  not  to  be  thence  in- 
ferred, that  persons  professing  a  different 
^atith,  are  in  consequence  to  be  excluded 
from  filling  offices  m  the  state,  and  ren- 
dered incapable  of  sitting  and  voting  in 
parliament.  The  principle  of  that  provi- 
sion is  at  direct  variance  with  the  assumed 
inference.  The  principle  of  the  provision 
is  founded  on  this  ground,  that  the  execu- 
tive shall  be  of  the  same  reFtgion  as  the 
majority  of  the  people,  but  the  inference 
is  directly  the  reverse.  The  principle  of 
the  constitution  is,  that  you  shall  have  the 
benefit  of  the  talents  of  all  descriptions  of 
subjects  in  the  lower  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature. In  one  case  it  goes  to  the  limita- 
tion of  the  crown — ^In  the  other  it  goes  to 
the  diminution  of  the  subject's  right.  I 
have  said  that  it  is  a  violation  of  &  constir 
tutional  principle,  and  I  am  firm  in  my 
opinion.  It  has  been  upheld  as  a  funda- 
mental law  that  the  Commons  form  a 
part  of  the  legislature,  of  which  part  the 
Catholics  take  a  share,  I  mean  in  regard 
to  their  elective  franchises.    This  was  set- 
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vain  to  delude  yourselves  by  a  conceal- 
ment of  tlte  fact.  The  (feiy  will  arise  when 
the  act  of  Vttlement^  and  the  Protestant 


tied  by  the  act  of  1795,  and  reeogliiftcd 
by    the    articles    of    the    Union;    you 

must  therefore  extend  the  principles  of       .  _, 

^our  constitution,  or  abandon  them  alto-i^tablfefiaient  itself  must  be  defended  by 
gether.  You  told  us  that  the  Union  tvould  |Catfioii(;  co-operation.  If  you  wish  your 
consolidate  the  resources  and  the  iht^^tets 
<>f  both  islands.  I  now  call  upon  y^fi  to 
consolidate  the  strength  and  energies  of 
both  nations  by  fulfilling  the  contract. 
Unless  you  carnr  into  effect  that  measure, 
then  do  I  contmid  that  it  was  an  act  of 
ambition  quoad  the  parliament  of  Ireland, 
and  an  act  of  bigotry,  quoad  the  people. 
If  your  fears  for  the  security  and  perma- 
nence of  your  constitution  be  8mcere,why  do 
you  not  extend  your  attention  to  the  source 
vrhence  the  real  danger  arises  ?  Does  the 
danger  proceed  from  domestic  treason,  or 
the  fixed  and  indefatigable  hostility  of 
your  foreign  enemy  ?  In  either  case,  where 
would  you  look  for  security?  Cetlainly 
in  the  people !  why  then,  I  say  you  Would 
sw:t  wisely  in  agreemg  to  the  prayer  of  the 
Petitiotis,  by  attaching  to  you  one  fifth  of 
the  whole  of  jrour  population.  Are  you 
then,  when  you  contend  that  danger  is 
libroad,  so  foolish  or  so  frantic  as  to  per- 
sist in  the  exclusion,  or  do  you  look  for 
•^curity  in  the  extravasated  ambition  of 
depriving  one  fifth  of  your  subjects  of 
their  riglits,  and  of  depriving  the  empire 
of  their  assistance?  Do  you  think  yout 
constitution  is  in  most  dfanger  fix)m  the 
attacks  of  a  foreign  enemy,  or  from  firing 
the  resentment  ot  one  fifth  of  your  people? 
Is  your  constitution  safer,  because  four 
millions  of  your  people  have  only  to  look 
np  to  the  sovereign  for  mercy  and  protec- 
tion ?  Is  the  church  in  less  danger  if  you 
make  it  incompatible  with  the  civil  co-ope«- 
ration  of  one  fifth  of  your  people  ?  I  would 
adk  is  the  state  in  less  danger  ?  Is  a  tree 
tnore  firm  when  its  roots  are  torn  up,  or  a 
capital  more  secure  when  Ae  base  is  taken 
away  i  or  will  you  tell  me  what  in  the 
natural  World  is  radical  weakness,  con- 
stitutes in  the  political  world  both  security 
and  strength?  No!  your  very  measutes 
pfote  that  you  ffeel  the  insecurity  of  your 

CHcy.  Whtti  you  passed  your  famous 
vy  tn  Ma^se  Act,  and  the  Training  Act, 
^y  dki  you  not  extend  their  provisions 
to  Irdahd  ?  ibr  this'^plain  reason,  because 
you  had  not  extended  your  constitution. 
Why  did  yoti  not  call  upon  the  energies 
of  jrour  feflow  subjects  there  ?  The  reason 
^a»,  you  Mi  Ae  fatal  effects  of  that  ex- 
dtlsitm  unoh  Which  d^  Irish  parliament 
Wta  stnOicm.  Such  conduct  will  neither 
gasiti  tte  churcb  xutf  state,   ^ut  it  is  in 


Cafliolic  subjects  to  shew  the  same  zeal  as 
theirfellow  subjects,  give  them  the  same 
privilelbs.  It  j^as  been  argued,  that  to 
have  a  Protestant  king  and  Catholic  coun*^ 
eils,  wouW  be^an  anomaly  in  politics — I 
fk^  no  6t|ch  anomaly,  ubok  at  the  his*- 
tory  of  nations,  when  the  danger  was  a^ 
gt^at  as  it  is  now.  Was  Henry  4th  less 
faithfully  served  because  he  happened 
to  have  the  duke  of  Sully  for  his  prima 
minister  ?  Was  Lewis  1 6th  in  greatet  danger 
from  the  counsel  of  Turenne  ?  smd  yet 
both  these  great  ministers  Were  of  a  dif- 
ibrent  religidii  from  the  established  reli- 
gion of  the  country.  While  yom-  enemy 
employs  all  the  talents  of  his  state,  and 
brings  into  action  all  the  energies  of  htii 
subjects,  cah  you  confidently  hope  for  se- 
curity by  rendering  useless  a  great  part  of 
your  population  ?  What  do  the  petitioner* 
wint  ?  not  a  transfer  of  power>  or  the  ab* 
surd  establishment  of  a  Catholic  Parlia* 
ment,  but  they  do  require  a  restoration  of 
their  legitimate  rights,  an  admissibility  to 
power.  They  ask  for  nothing  which  in- 
vades any  recognised  principle  of  the  con- 
stitution, or  fundamental  laws  of  the  land. 
The  principle  upon  which  I  say  you  act 
inconstitutionally,  is  in  making  a  mono- 
poly of  the  state,  and  of  the  parliament,  to 
the  exclusion  of  a  great  portion  of  the 
constituency  of  the  empire.  It  has  been 
argued,  that  the  Catholics  are  guilty  of 
treason  in  refusing  to  take  the  oath  of  su- 
premacy, (which  the  Dissenters  do  not 
take,)  and  because  they  are  attached  to 
the  Pope.  This  is  not  true,  t^ually  un- 
supported by  soimd  ar^ment,  and  con- 
founded, in  truth,  is  the  Chai'ge  made 
against  them,  of  a  desit^  to  ovetturti  tha 
established  church;  indeed,  they  have 
been  insulted  and  stigmatiEed,  in  opposi- 
tion to  repeated  declarations  of  parliament: 
hi  opposition  to  the  18th,  arid  to  the  S9d 
of  the  king,  ^h'ch  eives  them  a  certain 
descfiptton  of  political  powers.  Such  oIjk 
jections  are  founded  upon  the  most  grosb 
errors.  Those  who  argue  against  the  Ca*- 
tholfcs  seem  to  con^der  them  as  a  race 
incapable  of  every  virtue,  and  capable  of 
any  vice,  an  execrable  race,  whose  hearts 
no  mild  treatment  could  soften.  I  argue, 
hi  refutation  of  these  charges,  that  the  Ca* 
tholic  pays  his  quota  to  the  exigencies  <^ 
the  state;  he  ahopayd  his  proportion  1^ 
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tbe  church  osteblishiaeQt ;  the  yery  pay- 
ment of  these  quotas  is  peirerted  into  an 
argument  agaiBst  their  hopes.    Those  who 
have  argued  in  this  manner,  and  justified 
their  arguments  on  the  score  of  religion, 
rendered  even  Omnipotence  subservient 
to  their  vile  purposes,  and  as  it  were  at- 
tempted to  bolster  up  Omnipotence,  by 
accommodating  the  Deity  with  a  certain 
portion  of  their  own  vices  and  crimes ;  in 
place  of  a  religion  founded  on  those  pure 
maxims  of  truth  and  justice,  which  are  as 
ui>changeable  as  the  moral  properties  of 
God — It  is  then,  I  say,  to  bolster  up  a  felse 
and  fraudulent  sj^stem  under  the  pretext 
of  religious  worship,  tor  no  other  endi  and 
having  no  other  object  in  view,  than  to 
Cptify  the  selfish  interesU  and  sordid  pas- 
tioos  of  the  few,  by  convertinjB^  into  an  in- 
strunnrnt  of  vexation  and  injustice,  that 
which  was  ordained  as  the  blessing  and 
consolation  of  the  many.    It  is  only  upon 
the  mild  and  beneficent  attributes  of  the 
Divine  Author  of  our  being  that  we  ^ould 
found  the  stability  of  our  church  and,  say 
of  it  "  esto  perpetua/'    But  though  they 
overlooked  the  Deity  and  his  attributes, 
they  did  not  lose  sight  of  their  own  emo- 
luments.    They  saw  in  it  a  little  profitable 
church  establishment,  which  they  bolster- 
ed up  in  some  contemptible  test    law. 
How  then,  I  would  ask,  are  the  Catholics 
to  destroy  the  church  establishment?  It 
must  either  be  by  law  or  by  force — If  by 
Jaw,  why  then  it  is  evident,  before  they 
can  hope  to  obtain  their  end,  they  must 
become  the  majority  of  the  empire— that, 
however,  no  one  can  apprehend.    But  by 
admitting  their  claims,  it  is  urged  you 
give  them  a  physical  force.      Such  sort  of 
reasoning  would  apply,   if   speaking  of 
Turks  or  Pagans,  but  is  it  the  language 
which  we  ought  to  use  when  speaking  of 
our  fellow  Christians  ?  of  our  fellow  sub- 
jects ?  A  Catholic  then,  according  to  those 
reasons,  generally  speaking,  is  an  execra- 
ble Pagan,  because  ne  obtains  some  of  his 
privileges,  and  then  has  the  temerity  to 
aak  for  the  remainder.    Now  let  me  con- 
aider  the  objections  with  regard  to  Ireland. 
It  has  been  asserted  that  the  Irish  Catho- 
lics are  hostile  to  the  state,  and  that  their 
hostility  extends  to  those  who  profess  the 
Protestant  religion— That  hostihty  certain- 
ly eannot  apply  to  Ireland :  for  do  you  not 
auMMe  the  Irish  Protestants  would  be  acta- 
am  by  the  same  hostility  ?  It  isnotsoleiy  to 
Caftholics  that  the  imputation  lies,  for  ii  so, 
the  Eagliah Catholics  must  be  ei|uaUy  cul- 
pable.   Tb«  charts  if  thert  is  any  truth 


in  it,  applies  neither  to  the  Irish  charac- 
ter nor  to  the  principles  of  Catholics ;  but 
i^  applies  to  the  law ;  the  defects  of  which 
are  too  evident  to  need  any  further  couv 
ment  fixnn  me.    Gentlemen  will  there- 
fore take  into  their  consideration  the  great 
and  dan^rous  mischief   resulting  from 
these  detective  laws ;  they  will  estimate, 
properly,  the  material  causes  of  their  de- 
fects, and  the  consequences  of  them,  and 
they  will  then  find  the  result  to  be,  that  they 
engender  in  the  bosom  of  the  state,  senttr 
ments  of  hatred  and  hostility.    I  am,  how* 
ever,  ready  to  admit,  thatcertain  stings  ma^ 
have  been  left  behind  by  the  long  conti- 
nuance of  those  penal  laws,  which  ground 
the  people,  and  the  operation  of  which  may 
still  continue  to  harass  and  to  perplex.    It 
is  in  vain  for  you,  then,  to  stigmatize  my; 
countrymen  as  a  perverse  and  obstinate  sei 
of  men,  whom  no  measures  of  mildness 
and  conciliation  can  sofien.     Let  it  not 
be  said  that  their  perverse  and  recreant 
spirits  are  not  to  be  reconciled.    If  you 
still  say  so,  yon  declare  that  man  has  done 
every  thing'  to  bring  them  to  a  sense  of 
duty,  but  that  the  Deity  has  made  them  in- 
corrigible.   You  charge  them  with  crimes 
whico  they  do  not  merit,  and  you  forget 
that  the  roots  of  those  crimes  find  their 
existence  in  the  abominable  code  of  penal 
laws,  with  which  you  have  loaded  my 
country.     Why,  then,  do  you  not  remov# 
this  great  and  crying  evil  ?   You  have  the 
remedy  in  your  hands ;    repeal  these  laws 
and  then  you  remove-  the  criaoe.    It  was 
well  observed  by  a  noble  and  learned  lord 
( Avonmore),  when  the  test  act  was  repealed, 
that  the  penal  code  had  long  been  hoven- 
ing  over  Ireland.    The  penalties  inflicted 
by  that  code,  received  the  Catholic  at  his 
birth  !  they  stood  by  him  at  his  bridal 
bed  !  and  they  did  not  leave  him  at  rest, 
even  in  his  coffin !    It  is  true  that  part  of 
these  penalties  have  been  removed,  but 
there  still  remaui  many  heavy  ones,  which 
I  think  the  wisdom  of  the  united  parlia** 
ment  would  do  well  to  remove  altogether. 
The  people  of  Ireland  have  been-told  that 
there  were  many  narrow  spirits  in  their 
parliament;    and    certainly   there  were 
-some  who  always  wished  to  coimteraot 
^any  beneficial  measure  in  favour  of  tl^^ 
Cathdic  sutiject;  but  diey  have  also  be«m 
told  that  an  imperial  parliament  will  legi»-  ' 
late  upon  liberal,  humane  and  enlightened 
principles  ;  such  was  the  promise  held  out 
to  the  people  antecedent  to  the  union-^ 
that  promise  I  now  call  upon  you  to  fulfil. 
If  you  do  ivAi  yott  break  fiuth  with  tha 
20 
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people  of  Ireland,  and  you  will  do  more ; ' 
you 'will  not  only  injure  the  interests  of 
your  empire,  but  you  may  ultimately  en- 
danger it&  security. — I  will  now  proceed 
to  the  argument,  if  such  it  can  be  called,  of 
the  dangers  likely  to  arise  with  respect  to 
the  settleWnt  of  property  in  Ireland,  in 
consequence  of  admitting  the  catholics  to 
political  power.    I  know  that  considerable 
alarm  has  been  excited  in  consequence  of 
a  map  which  contained  an  account  of  the 
distribution  of  property  among  the  ancient 
landed  proprietors  ot  Ireland.     The  iiact 
was  however,  that  this  map,  which  is  to  be 
found  in  the  auditor's  office,  was  drawn  up 
by  sir  William  Petty,  for  the  use  of  the 
then  government,  a  copy  of  which  had 
by  some  means  been  preserved  in  France ; 
a  copy  of  that  copy  had  been  obtamed  by 
a  person  in  the  service  of  government,  and 
retained   as  matter  of  history ;  and  this 
was  the  source  of  that  publication,  which 
created  -so  much  unnecessary  alarm.  There 
are  but  few  Catholics  who  could  claim 
by  ancient  descent,  if  that  claim  were 
even  to  be  allowed,  but  there  certainly  are 
many  proprietors  of  land  who  hold  by  re- 
cent purchase.    Now,  to  shew  the  house 
that  the  share  which  the  Catholics  have  in 
the  landed  property  of  Ireland  is  not  so* 
small  as  is  supposed,  I  will  state  that  the 
rental  of  one  noble  earl  alone,  is  30,000  /. 
a-year ;  theiefore  it  is  a* gross  mistake  to 
estimate  the  whole  of  lands  held  by  Catho- 
lics at  65,000  /.  per  annum ;  their  propor- 
tion is  from  500,000/.  to  a  million,  in  fee 
simple.    Is  a  revolution  in  landed  proper^ 
tv,  then,  to  be  apprehended  from  persons 
thus  circumstanced  ? — ^Then  it  is  said  that 
danger  is  to.  be  apprehended  from  the  te- 
nantry.—-To  this  1  reply,  that  they  are  in 
a  situation  of  poverty,  from  which  it  is 
utterly  impossible  they  can  emerge,  and 
cannot  be  formidable  to  the  landed  pro- 
prietors.   They  can  only  take  possession 
of  the  land  by  force  of  arms,  or  by  force 
of  laws,  which  must  be  enacted  for  that 
purpose.    If  there  be  any  such  settlements 
as  those  which  have  been  circulated,  I  beg 
leave  to  ask,  where  are  the  lawyers  who 
drew  them  up  ?    Besides,  the  title  of  the 
tenantry  in  general  depends  upon  protest- 
^t  landlords.    The  relief  which  the  peti- 
<tion  prays  will  not  add  to  the  physical 
strength  of  the  Catholics,  but  will  rather 
operate  as  a  reason  for  exercising  that 
strength  in  aid  of  the  state.    Before  th^ 
come  into  parliament  they  most  have  that 
property-.i.^herefbre,  to  say  that  the  intro- 
ductioii  of  a  bill  for  removing  those  disabi- 


lities would  go  to  alter  the  state  of  pre^ 
perty,  is  a  futile  sort  of  reasoning.    The 
absurdity  of  dreading  as  a  consequence, 
that  which  must  first  exist  as  the  cause  of 
that  dread,  is  truly  ridiculous.     In  order  to 
.stop  divisions,  dangerous  in  the  event  of  in* 
vasion  by  the  enemy,  now  so  much  to  bo 
dreaded,  the  Protestant  inhabitants  of  se- 
veral counties,  sensible  that  their  establish- 
ment and  the  state  could  not  be  defended 
without  the  aid  of  Catholics,  have  present^ 
ed  petitions  in  their  favour.    There  are 
not  less  than  nine  counties  in  all,  which 
have  shewn  this  noble  example  of  liberali- 
ty and  sound  policy.    The  counties  of 
Clare  and  Galway  have  had  meetings  con- 
vened by  their  sberiffi,  at  which  they  pas- 
sed resolutions    expressing  their   araent 
wishes  for  an  admission  of  their  Catholic 
brethren  to  the  benefits  of  the  constitu- 
tion.   In  the  counties  of  Tippeniry,  Kil- 
kenny,  Roscommon,  Waterford,  and  Meath^ 
and  in  the  town  of  Newry,  resolutions  have 
been  passed,  not  formally  by  the  Protestant 
gentry  and  inhabitants,  but  by  the  great 
bulk  of  the  landed  prc^rietors;  these  re- 
commendations were  not  owing  to  the  in- 
fluence of  liberality  and  confid^e  merely 
— not  to  the  absence  of  all  suspicion  of  an 
intention  to  invade  the  landed  property  at 
a  more  convenient   season,  but  to   the 
stronger  and  more  immediate  feeling  of 
the  danger  which  a  divided  country  would 
have  to  experience  in  case  of  invasion  from 
an  active  and  powerful  enemy.    A  regard 
for  their  own  proper^  was  the  chief  rea- 
son.   They  are  not  afraid  of  war,  but  they 
are  afraid  of  the  continuance  of  the  dis- 
abilities, and  they  deprecate  those  terrible 
privileges  of  an  extensive  monopoly  of 
constitutional  right  and  political  power. 
On  this  principle  it  is,  that  they  come  to 
offer  up  their  monopoly,  and  to  entreat  that 
others  may  be  admitted  in  common  to  de- 
fend their  rights — to  defend  their  country ! 
without  which,  neither  a  sufficient  defence 
for  the  preservation  of  political  power^ 
'nor  of  landed  property,  can  reasonably  be 
looked  to.    If  you  accede  to  their  recom- 
mendation, it  will  be  the  means  of  a  greater 
power  of  defence  than  you  can  hope  to 
derive  either  from  your  Parish  Bill  or  from 
your  Local  Militia.    What  answer  will 
you  return  to  this  recommendation  ?  Will 
yen  say,  "  that  although  we  thought  you 
worthy  to  participate  with  your  fellow 
subjects  in  election  firanchises,  yet  we  Uiink 
you  not  deserving  of  further  concession  ; 
or,  in  other  words,  we  consider  you  as  ini- 
mical to  the  interesu  of  the  state  ?"  Will 


Digitized  by  V^OOQL€ 


$65} 


PARL.  DEBATES^  Mat  25,  ISOS^^Romm  CMoUc  PMkm. 


1560 


you  go  Icirther  and  say,  "  no,  we  will  not 
attend  to  the  prayers  of  your  Petition,  but 
we  will,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  perpe- 
tual safety  of  the  empire,  leave  the  country 
to  divisions,  and  the  church  to  the  Pope  r* 
You  may  leave  the  country  to  division, 
but  if  you  do,  you  will  thereby  endanger 
the  empire,  for  the  rising  of  rebellion  will 
be  the  consequence  of  refusal.    Is  it,  then, 
worth  while,  for  the  sake  of  a  paltiy  mo- 
nopohr,  which  at  last  can  be  but  temporary, 
to  refuae,  for  such  an  object,  the  .recom- 
mendation of  ^o  large  a  portion  of  your 
Protestant   subjects  ?   Will    you,  I  say, 
adopt  so  narrow  a  line  of  policy,  wkett  the 
Catholics  allow  you  a  controulingiMlwer 
over  the  nomination  of  bishops  ?  u  you 
do,  why  then  I  contend  you  will  leave  the 
country  to  its  own  ruin,  and  you  will  leave 
the  church   to  the  Pope.    It  has  been 
argued  that  the  ol^t  of  the  Petition  is 
of  liule  value,  and  that  it  is  not  much  re- 
garded or  desired  by  the  petitioners  them- 
selves ;  but,  will  it  be  contended  by  those 
who  have  expended  so  muck  money  an 
obtaining  seats  in  parliament,  that  seats  in 
parliament  are  of  no  value,  and  that  it  is 
not  matter  of  any  moment  to  sul:^t  any 
class  of  men  to  be  excluded  from  them  ? 
It  has  been  said  that  Catholics  are  not  de- 
sirous of  seats  in  parliament ;  and  as  proof 
tof  the  assertion,  the  declaration  of  Con- 
naught  has  been  cited.    But  though  re- 
bellion is  not  announced  as  a  consequence 
of  the  refusal,  yet  it  does  not  follow,  that 
if  the  boon  b  given,  it  will  not  be  highly 
valued.    It  is  not  in  human  nature  to  be 
satisfied  with  being  excluded  from  situa*^ 
tions  of  honour  and  dignity.    The  exclu- 
sion of  Catholics  from  parliament  and  the 
state,  is  not  only  degrading,  but  dishonour- 
able in  the  highest  degree.     If  there  bean 
indifference  to  that  exclusion,  it  is  the 
more  dbhonourable  to  the  legislature,  for 
then  it  proves  that  the  Catbolics  are  so 
subdued  by  tyrant  laws,  that  the  spirit  of 
attachment  to  the  constitution  is  subdued 
among  them.     If  so,  I  am  sure  it  is  highly 
requisite  immediately  to  plant  a  soul  in 
the  body,  which  may  animate  it  from  the 
centre  to  the  extremities.    Till  that  is 
done,  the  exertions  of  the  state  will  be 
crippled,  and  instead  of  sending  armies  to 
fi^ht  your  battles  against  the  enemy,  you 
will  of  necessity  be  obliged  to  keep 'them 
at  home  to  defend  Ireland.     In  every  step 
which  the  government  in  that  case*  may 
take,  they  will  be  haunted  by  the  penal 
laws.    It  is  necessary  now  to  place  things 
upon  such  a  footing,  that  9oldiers  may  be 


tailed  upon  to  fight,  not  for  their  pay,  but 
for  the  constitution ;  that  constitution  which 
you  have  endeavoured  to  conquer  them  . 
with.--^You  have  no  common  teeling  ei- 
ther for  their  pride  or  their  passions. — ^It 
is  not  parliamentary  certainly  to  talk  of 
the  Oath  of  the  king,  for  which  I  entertain 
the  highest  possible  respect.    It  has  been 
urged  that  the  oath  of  the  king  is  incom- 
patible with  the  removal  of  the  disabilities 
complained  of.    Let  us  examine  how  far 
it  is  so.    It  is  a  fit  sul^ect  of  parliamen- 
tary inquiry,  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
the  representation  is  just    We  must  not 
allow  the  enemies  of  the  Catholics  to 
abuse,  in  the  first  place,  the  religion  of 
God,  and,  in  the  next,  the  piety  of  his  ma- 
jestyy  without  contradiction  or  restraint. 
The  kings  of  England  swore  to  maintain 
the  liberties  of  their  people.    They  are 
therefore  subordinate  to  the  law;  they 
cannot  invade  the  liberties  or  religion  of 
any  man,  without  committing  a  breach  of 
their  oath.    They  are  not  sworn  to  maiQ>i> 
tain  ^ke  penal  laws,  nor  to  restrict  the  le- 
gislature from  making  new  provisions  in 
favour  of  the  church.   If  the  king,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  made  respecting  the 
church,  is  sworn  to  maintain  them  entire 
and  without  change,  why,  then,  the  church 
is  placed  beyond  the  power  of  human  in- 
terference, and  is  also  beyond  the  exe- 
cutive and  legislative  power%    The  penal 
laws  are  included  in  those  provisions  ;  and 
what  is  the  nature  of  them  ? — Why,  one 
of  them  goes  to  rob  a  Catholic  of  his  horse ; 
another  prevents  him  from  educating  his 
sons  at  home,  and  from   sending  them 
abroad  for  education ;  another  goes  to  de- 
prive a  Catholic  father  of  his  property.  If 
the  repeal  of  laws  of  this  kind  are  a  breach 
of  the  coronation  oath,  why,  then,  every 
sovereign  sipce  the  time  of  Henry  8  is 
perjured— William  3,  when  he  signed  the 
articles  of  Limerick,  was  perjured — and 
queen  Anne,  when  she  passed  the  Act  of 
Uiiion,  was  perjured — George  the  First 
and  George  the  Second  were  perjured — 
His  present  gracious  sovereign,  when  he 
passsed  the  Quebec  Act,  was  persuaded  to 
depart  from  his  coronation  oath — so  in 
1782,  when  the  Act   of  Catholic  Inhe- 
ritance was  passed — aeain,  in  1793,  when 
the  Catholics  were  allowed  the  exercise 
of  their  elective  franchises.    In  short,  the 
Coronation  Oath,  from  which   so  many 
departures  has  occurred,  is  nothing  more 
than  the  oath  of  succession.    This  oath 
cannot  be  interpreted  in  a  manner  laid 
down  by  the  enemies  of  the  Catholics^with- 
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out  m^dnir  the  Rifirhts  of  Ac  church,  the 
Wrongs  of  the  people — by  incapacitating 
,  one  fifth  of  his  majesty's  sabjects  from  con* 
tributing  their  best  services  for  the  benefit 
of  the  state.     The  chwch  is  in  conse- 
quence made   a  confederacy  against  the 
itate>  and  the  king  a  party  to  it.     There 
may  be   c^ses  in  which  the  coronation 
oatn    might   interfere    with    the    penal 
atatotea ;  but  then  it  would  be  to  repeal 
tliem.    The  king  is  sworn  to  protect  the 
IVotesUnt  religion  as  by  law  establiahed— 
but  1  will  suppose  a  case>  in  wbich  it  may 
be  necessary  to  enlist*  Catholics  for  the 
•rmy,  in  order  to  the  better  defence  of 
*he  empire.    Will  it  be  said  tbat  die  ro^l 
eath  is  to  stand  in  the  way  at  the  time 
when  the  concurrence  of  his  majesty  in 
requiring  (he  assistance  of  all  his  subjects 
•p  sapport  the  Protestant  establishment 
ngainat  all  enemies,  is  so  imperiously  ne- 
eessary  ?     1  should  hardly  think  such  a 
jKisition  would  be  advanced.    Weil  then, 
HI  such  case,  the  unkm  of  all  ranks  and 
descriptions  of  persons  in  the  common 
^fem^  of  the  empire  would  be  necessary, 
and  then  it  must  be  evident,  that  so  far  a 
repeal  of  the  penal  statutes  would  follow. 
Having,  as  I  conceive,  shewn  that  there 
dk)es  not  exist  any  moral  incompatibility 
between  the  two  religions,  nor  any  of  a 
political  nature  to  debar  Catholics  ft-om 
the  enjoyment  of  those  rights  and  privi- 
leges to  which  they  are  entitled,  and  that 
the  constitution  is  not  against  them,  I  shall 
contend,  that  whether  it  be  looked  to  in 
its  formation,  consolidation,  or  preserv»- 
tion,  the  relief  which  they  pray  for,  will, 
if  granted,  be  of  the  most  beneficial  con- 
sequences  to  the  empire.    The  property 
<^  Ireland  is  unanimow  in  their  favour, 
with  a  view  to  the  extinction  of  religious 
difierences.    And  whether  ytm  coc^ider 
it  in  its  original  institution,  in  its  princi- 
ples as  recognised  at  the  Revolution,  or  as 
to  its  future  duration,  in  either  view  it  im- 
periously calls  for  that  amelioration  of  yonr 
policy,  which  was  the  implied  condition  of 
tiie  Act  of  Union,  and  it  is  further  called 
for,  in  order  to  your  complete  protection 
against  the  attacks  of  a  foreign  enemy. 
The  state  of  Europe  is  such,  tnat  all  the 
nations   of  the   Continent   are    leagued 
agahist  yon ;  it  is  necessary,  therefore,  to 
oppose  one  compact  body  to  the  enemy's 
irruptions.    If  arguments,  such  as  I  have 
adverted  to,  are  to  be  adduced  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  credit  of  the  church,  ana  the 
defence  of  the  empire ;    if  we  are  to  be 
batmted  step  by  step,  by  the  remains  of 
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the  penal  code,  why  t^en,  I  lay,  yonr 
country  is  Imrtrievably  lost,  and  every 
rrcat  principle  of  religion,  of  public 
defence,  and  of  liberty,  are  at  an  end. 
That  great  vaA  distinguished   statesman 

iMr.  Vm)  was  firom  his  earliest  days  the 
lecided  friend  of  the  repeal  of  the  penal 
laws.  In  1778,  he  expressed  bis  abhor- 
rence of  the  penal  code-*^  that  abhor- 
rence he. continued  to  the  latest  moments 
of  his  life — ^He  recommended  a  total  repeal 
of  those  laws — Ireland  will  ever  retain  a 
grateful  sense  of  the  benefits  she  has  re- 
ceived firom  that  great  man.  When  the 
last  prayer  of  the  Catholics  was  submitted 
by  him  to  the  United  Legislature,  he  gave 
his  concluding  testimony  against  the  in- 
justice, the  cruelty  and  impolicy  of  thn 
continuance  of  any  of  the  restrictions. 
Ireland  now  feels  the  loss  she  has  sustained 
by  his  separation  from  the  cares  of  this 
woHd,  and  weeps  ia  anguish  over  hit 
tomb.  In  estimating  the  qualities  which 
so  peculiarly  marked  his  proud  career, 
one  dwells  with  mingled  emotions  of  rap* 
ture  and  sympathy  on  his  conscious  inte- 
grity of  soul — on  his  a9iiab1e  rectitude  of 
mind— on  the  complacency  of  his  disposi- 
tion-^^-on  bis  benevolent  weaknesses^-and 
we  recollect,  with  sentiments  of  regret,  the 
loss  which  the  nation  has  sustained— In 
his  eloquence  he  was  commanding  and 
convincing,  and^one  can  contemplate  witli 
satisfaction,  even  the  negligent  grandeur 
of  his  style.  In  presenting  the  former 
petition,  the  great  object  winch  Mr.  Von 
wished  to  impress  upon  the  house  vras, 
that  a  compliance  with  its  prayer  wonM 
add  materially  to  the  strength  of  the 
empire.  If  at  that  time,  such  an  object 
was  necessary,  how  much  more  so  is  it  at 
the  present  period,  when  Austria  has  left 
you  ;  when  Russia  is  your  enemy,  when 
Prussia  is  annihilated,  and  when  nothing 
remains,  but  nations  leagued  against  yon 
with  the  common  enemy,  into  which 
league,  4hey  have  either  been  intimidated, 
or  forced  by  conquest.  Your  danger 
therefoi-e  is  threefold  greater,  for  yon 
have  nothing  to  depend  upon  hot  your 
own  exertions.  Paraltzed  by  divisions, 
yon  will  ultimately,  be  lost  m  your  own 
dangers  at  home — dangers,  unparalleled 
in  the  history  of  yonr  country — the  twa 
I^ands  now  stand  alone  to  contend 
against  aH  mankind.  Will  ynnthen,  in 
such  a  crisis,  fuoHshly  and  madly  depend 
upon  political  divisions  and  religiooft 
schisms  to  prop  a  felling  world }  What  it 
the  idea  n^hieh  the  enemies  of  the  r  ^ 
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bare  of  this  danger  ?  why  thej 
blacken  a  few  Catholics  m  this  house,  and 
then  conceive  that  divisions  are  to  secure 
m  falling  state,  and  add  calumny  to  com* 
plete  the  fall.  Proceed  in  this  course  of 
insanity  until  you  have  heaped  miracle 
upon  miracle,  and  folly  upon  folly  t  I 
know  it  is  the  reasoning  of  many  good 
men,  and  also  of  many  bad  men,  to  deviate 
from  their  usual  habits  upon  questions 
such  as  these — In  astronomy  they  will 
adhere  to  science,  but  in  religious  matters 
they  think  thonselves  entitled  to  adopt 
certain  privileges  over  reason  and  over 
morals.  They  disregard  the  sugges- 
tions of  one,  and  disown  the  precepts  of 
the  other — ^Thev  desert  the  limits  of  one 
world,  and  fly,  but  without  arriving  at  the 
other  which  they  hoped  to  attain.  They 
fly  iVom  all  obedience  to  the  moral 
laws  of  the  universe,  snd  in  the  heat  of 
their  fiuicy,  perverted  and  phrensied  as  it 
Is,  construct  a  world  of  tlfeir  own,  until, 
callous  in  the  obstinacy  of  their  infatua- 
tion, they  fix  permanently  on  conclusions 
which  they  bring  back,  and  which  are 
pernicious  to  both,  and  common  to  neither, 
and  on  these  conclusions  they  lay  the 
foundation  of  danger — ^To  avert  ^is  dan- 
ger, I  propose  a  measure  which  I  say  will 
produce  the  desired  object  of  all,  and  that 
measure  is  "  mutual  concord.''  I  recom- 
mend to  my  own  countrymen  to  associate 
with  their  ^llow  subjects,  be  they  Catho- 
lics or  not.  I  would  recommend  to  all 
classes  of  British  subjects,  the  spirit  of 
concord  and  of  mutual  charity.  Banish 
from  your  breasts  that  fatal  principle  of 
eirelusion,  and  we  may  then  mdeed  say, 
tsto  perpetma.  Release  your  Catholic  bro- 
ther from  that  personal  degradation  which 
meets  him  in  every  walk,  which  he  sees  be-* 
lore  him  daily  at  his  own  door,  and  Which 
he  finds  illustrated  in  the  expressions, 
the  toasts  and  the  merriments  of  the  up- 
braiding monopolist — the  Catholic  deeply 
feels  all  these  degradations,  and  therefore 
let  the  country  gentleman  pay  due  atten- 
tion to  the  recommendatipn  which  I  pre- 
sume to  ^'▼e-  I  appeal  to  another  des- 
cription of  persons  called  Orange  Men,  to 
awaken  thiem  to  their  folly,  and  to  recollect 
in  time,  that  though  there  may  exist  such 
a  thing  as  exclusive  religion,  there  cannot 
be  an  exclusive  allegiance  ;  these  men,  if 
argued  with  civilly,  would  feel  and  ac- 
knowledge the  difference,  and  forget  every 
insult  they  have  received.  Let  govern- 
ment be  convinced,  that  ui^ess  £ey  re- 
nounca  ibis  nairow  jealousy,  their  system 


will  produce  in  Ireland  bad  subjects,  but 
worse  rebels,  easy  to  conquer,  but  impossi* 
ble  to  govern.  If  they  attend  to  my  sug- 
gestions, they  may  restore  not  only  goM 
order,  but  harmony.  1  appeal  also  to  the 
government,  and  tell  them,  that  if  they 
sufler  themselves  to  be  overcome  by  little 
paltry  feelings  of  anser,  which  can  tend 
only  to  irritate  and  inflame,  they  will  bring 
the  administration  into  great  difficulties, 
and  reduce  the  country  to  disorder  and 
confusion.  It  will  then  be  no  justifica^- 
ti<m  for  them  to  say,  that  the  people  ought 
not  to  have  felt  so  strongly,  tor  the  blame 
would  be  on  their  own  heads.  Beliert 
me,  the  best  way  to  guard  the  CathoUct 
of  Ireland  from  foreign  attachments,  is  by 
discouraging  religious  bigotry  amongst 
the  ProtestanU.  The  Catholic  will  never 
feel  the  victory,  when  ha  finds  that  bigo- 
try is  swept  from  the  threshold  of  the  go- 
vernment Do  not  believe  the  idle  tiSsa 
which  tend  to  calumniate  my  country- 
men, such  as  thetr  not  chusing  to  live 
among  Protestants,  of  their  refusing  to  take 
Protestant  servants.  If  you  go  into  the 
Committee  all  these  &lse  assertions  can 
be  disproved.  The  battles  in  Egypt 
would  never  have  been  fought,  the  victory 
of  Maida  never  gained,  if  Uie  Catholics  oif 
Ireland  had  not  gone  hand  in  hand  with 
their  Protestant  brethren  in  every  duty  of 
good  sQl:jects,  and  in  every  feeling  which 
belongs  to  good  citizens.  The  peasantry 
of  Ireland  are  not  slaves,  nor  the  landlorcw 
tyrants.  Such  language  is  calculated  ta 
render  the  upper  rsnn  odious,  and  the 
lower  ranks  contemptible.  If  you  want  t6 
form  a  judgment  of  the  character  and 
capacities  of  Ireland,  look  to  what  she  has 
eflected  in  the  short  space  of  twenty-five 
years.  In  that  short  period,  the  people 
added  one  third  to  her  commerce,  in- 
creased her  revenue  five  fold,  gave  an 
accession  of  one  third  to  her  population, 
and  have  besides  acquired  a  fVee  trade 
and  a  free  constitution.  These  are  the 
barbarous  accomplishments '  of  Ireland. 
The  Catholics  of  Ireland  have  a  trial  by 
jury — are  admissible  to  all  offices,  bat  tKe 
highest  ofllces,  in  the  state,  and  above  all, 
are  a  constituent  part  of  the  country-^ 
these  are  the  rights  which  they  possess, 
and  these  rights  they  would  not  surrender 
to  the  kings  of  Endand,  and  they  will  not 
surrender  them  to  the  enemy.  These  facts 
aiibrd  the  best  proof  of  the  highly  civilised 
and  improved  state  of  Ireland,  and  aflbrd  the 
best  picture  of  that  brave  people  who  have 
been  so  cruelly  stigiaatiEed.     I  will  not 
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therefore  call  the  Petiticm  which  now  lies 
on  your  tab!e-^a  Petition  for  emancipa- 
tion ;  for  even  though  the  pra3i|r  of  it 
should  not  be  granted  immedia^ly>  the 
Catholics  will  still  retain  the  same  desire 
of  opposing  the  enemy — the  same  zeal  in 
the  cause  of  the  empire.     Every  reason 
for  proceeding  with  temper  and  concilia- 
tion is  still  desirable.     Great  Britain,  with 
Ireland  by  her  side,  has  to  count  upon  five 
millions  of  inhabitants,  ten  millions  of  ex- 
ports.    She  pays  two  millions  of  rental, 
two  millions  of  interest,  and  contributes 
one  third  of  her  population  to  the  army 
«nd  navv.    This  is  the  stake  which  Ireland 
has  in  the  empire,  and  this  must  convince 
you.  how  very  wicked  and  foolish  it  is  to 
govern  by  any  paltry  acts,  striking  at  the 
root  of  her  liberties.     There  is  on  both 
«des  ample  ground  of  attachment,  and  let 
the  decision  this  night  be  what  it  may,  it 
will  not  create  any  division  in  the  interests 
of  the  two  countries.    Suppose  the  navies 
of  Europe,  with  their  arsenals,  were  to  sail 
at  once  from  the  different  ports  of  the 
onemy,  and  proceed  directly  for  Ireland, 
what  measures  would  be  most  adviseable 
to  take  upon  that  occasion  for  its  defence? 
^^Wonld  you  send  an  especial  messenger 
to  array  the  corporations,  and  put  down 
the  Catholic  hierarchy,  and  make  them' 
take  the  .oath  of  supremacy?  On  the  con- 
trary, would  you  not  rather  send  to  incor^ 
porate  them  in  the  general  defence  ?  TIm 
argument  applies  at  the  present  moment 
most  forcibly,  for  if  you  would  do  this  at 
■uch  a  moment,  why  do  you  not  now,  when 
you  have  time,  do  something  which  shall 
put  an  end  to  those  death-doing  divisions 
and  to  prepare  for  that  great  battle  which 
Booner  or  later  must  be  fought  ? — How 
would  you  blush,  if  it  were  possible  for 
vour  ancestors  to  learn,  that  you  lost  the 
hereditary  freedom  of  the  land,  because 
you  were  more  alarmed  at  the  edicts  of 
Constance,  the  decrees  of  the  Lateran 
and  the  councils  of  Trent,  than  you  were 
at  a  foreign  enemy  !  The  Catholics  do  not 
approach  this  house  with  servile  humility, 
(if,  in  the  course  of  what  I  have  said,  I 
have  uttered  any  thing  which  may  savour 
of  such  an  idea,  I  humbly  beg  their  par- 
don) they  come  to  support  your  empire, 
and  also  to  share  your  privileges  as  free- 
men, now  when  Austria  has  turned  against 
you,  when  Russia  is  no  longer  your  friend, 
when  Prussia  has  ceased  to   exist  as  a 
power— they  now  wish    to   share   your 
glory,  to  share  the  constitution,  andf,  in 
«a«e  of  noces^ity,  to  go  to  the  grave  with 


you  with  armt  in  their  hands !  This  is 
their  prayer,  and  it  is  on  these  grounds 
that  I  move  to  refer  the  Petition  to  a  Com^^ 
mittee  of  the  whole  house.  I  move  it  on 
the  ground  of  national  justice,  and  shall 
conclude  with  two  wishes— First :  That 
you  may  long  preserve  your  liberties; 
next,  that  you  may  never  survive  the  loss 
of  them. 

After  Mr.  Grattanhad  satdown,somemi* 
nutes  elapsed  before  any  member  rose.  A 
cry  of  Question  !  Question  I  then  ensued^ 
when  Mr.  Maurice  Fitzgerald  rose.  The 
cry  still  continued,  and  strangers  were  or* 
dered  to  withdraw :  they  were  shortly  after 
re-admitted,  and  we  found  Mr.  Secretary 
Canning  on  his  legs,  endeavouring  to  ad« 
dress  the  chair,  amidst  loud  cries  ^  hear  1 
order  !  chair  I 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  began  by  ob« 
serving,  that  whenever  a  question  of  such 
magnitude  as  the  present  was  brought 
before  the  house,  it  was  in  the  greatest 
degree  desirable  that  the  deliberation  upon 
such  a  question  should  be  conducted  in  a 
manner  best  calculated^ — Here  the  right 
hon.  secretary  was  interrupted  by  a  gene« 
ral  cry  of  onier !  chair ! 
■  The  Speaker  roge  and  said,  that  he  felt 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  answer  the  appeal  that 
had  been  made  to  the  chain  He  did 
think,  that  until  the  numbers  which  were 
the  result  of  any  division  had  been  an* 
nounced  from  the  chair,  the  question  was 
open  to.  debate^ 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  then  proceeded 
to  enforce  the  necessity  of  moderation  and 
good  temper  in  the  discussion  of  a  ques* 
tion  like  the  present  The  riffht  hon. 
mover  was  himself  an  example  of  the  mo- 
deration he  so  much  recommended ;  and 
he  trusted  that  the  same  temperate  man- 
ner which  had  marked  the  right  hon. 
gent's  conduct  that  night  would,  for  the 
remainder  of  it  influence  all  that  mis^ht 
be  said  on  either  side  of  the  house,  dunng 
the  remainder  of  the  debate. — Here  the 
cry  of  chair  !  order !  was  renewed  ;  when 

The  Speaker  9igun  rose,  and  said,  that 
he  had  to  the  best  of  his  judgment  given 
his  opinion,  and  that  he  was  willing  to  ap- 
peal to  the  house ;  or,  if  he  was  in  error, 
to  request  their  instriictions. 

Mr.  Secretary  Qaming  then  ccmtinued, 
and  observed,  that  if  he  and  his  colleagues 
wished  to  go  to  a  silent  vote  on  this  ques- 
tion, it  was  certainly  not  from  any  want 
of  disposition  to  shew  respect  to  the  right 
hon.  gent,  who  had  brought  forward  the 
business  in  so  able,  eloquent^  wi  can* 
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did  a  manner,  but  rather  from  a  perfect 
coincidencc^in  some  of  the  sentiments  most 
particularly  impressed  by'  the  right  hon. 
gent,  and  a  desire  to  give  the  vote  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  giv^,  in  the 
manner  most  consistent  with  the  right 
h<Hi.  eent/s  recommendation.  Whoever 
should  come  in  aid  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
could  certainly  not  be  lodced  forward  to 
as  a  more  power&l  antagonist.  There 
were  many  strong  reasons  why  the  exten- 
sion of  this  discussion  should  not  be  wished 
for.  He  did  not  know  what  sensation  of 
triumph  *  was  felt  by  the  noble  lord  oppo« 
site  (earl  Temple.)  If  the  noble  lord  had 
any  more  eloquent  speech  to  bring  for- 
ward, he  left  him  to  enjoy  the  anticipation 
of  it.  Of  the  solidity  of  the  triumph  the 
house  would  soon  have  an  opportunity  of 
judging.  If- his  majesty's  ministers  saw 
no  prospect  of  a  successful  issue  to  the 
question  before  the  house,  and  but  mis* 
chief  in  the  discussion,  was  it  unreasonable 
that  they  should  be  willing  to  avoid  the 
debate?  Was  that  course  of  proceeding 
new  to  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  }  Had 
they  forgot,  that  when  they  themselves 
were  in  power  and  with  the  faur  influence  of 
government  attempted  to  carry  a  measure 
somewhat  connected  with  this  subject,  they 
did  every  thing  in  their  power  to  prevent 
the  agitation  of  this  general  question 
which  they  now  thought  it  impossi- 
ble to  defer  a  year,  or  a  month,  without 
infinite  danger  to  the  country  ?  If  it  was 
not  the  mischief  of  an  unsuccessful  agita- 
tion of  the  question  that  they  deprecated, 
what  other  motive  could  they  have  except 
that  of  the  meanest  temporary  and  per- 
sonal interest  ?  If  they  would  say  that  by 
considerations  of  fair  and  statesmanlike 
prudence  they  were  induced  to  put  off 
the  discussion,  then  he  should  be  glad  to 
know  what  there  was  now  in  the  state  of 
Europe  to  render  it  a  more  proper  period 
for  agitating  the  question  ?  Though  he 
sought  with  the  same  anxiety  as  the  hon. 
gentlemen  opposite,  no  such  favourable 
-  circumstances  occurred  to  him. — He  would 
now  state  why  it  was  desirable  to  bring  this 
question  to  as  speedy  a  decision  as  possi- 
ble. It  was  impossible  not  to  agree  with 
the  right  hon.  mover,  when  he  represented 
how  desirable  it  would  be  in  the  present 
state  of  the  world  to  put  an  end  to  civil 
dissension,  and  to  establish  perfect  harmo- 
ny and  concord  between  all  parties.  But 
it  was  fair,  at  the  same  time,-  to  consider 
the  practicability  of  the  good  that  was 
proposed ;  and  admitting  the  advantages 


that  would  flow  from  the  establishment  of 
unanimity  at  all  times,  to  question  whether 
that  unanimity  could  in  fact  be  attained* 
However  desirable  it  was,  that  persons  pro* 
fessing  Christianity  should  be  all  unani- 
mous, it  was  a  melancholy  truth  to  which 
the  history  of  all  times  bore  testimony, 
that  dissensions  always  existed,  and  that 
the  greater  pains  were  taken  to  reconcile 
them,  the  wider  the  breach  became.  He 
concurred  in  the  wish  to  extinguish  religi- 
ous animosities,  he  wished  they  had  never 
existed,  but  he  could  not  shut  his  eyes  to 
the  evidence  of  facts,  so  as  to  indulge  in 
the  hope  of  a  consummation  so  devoutly 
to  be  wished.  It  was  not  in  the  power 
even  of  speeches  so  wise,  so  eloquent,  and 
so  good,  as  that  of  the  right  hon.  gent  to 
obtain  this  victory  over  the  passions  and 
prejudices  of  men.  The  attempt  mttst  be 
abortive.  Thus,  what  in  reflection  ^was 
matter  of  justice,  was  to  be  deprecatefdt  in 
discussion,  as  likely  to  aflbrd  no  good  priu:- 
tical  result.  He  wished  the  right  hon. 
gent,  had  confined  what  he  had  to  say  to 
the  last  branch  of  his  speech.  If  the  re- 
sult of  the  debate  shoula  not  be  favourable 
to  the  proposition  of  referritag  the  petition 
to  the  committee,  it  was  at  least  desirable 
that  nothing  should  pass  in  the  debate  that 
could  tend  to  inflame  those  animosities 
which  every  one  must  be  anxious  to  see 
extinguished.  The  right  hon.  gent  must 
concur  with  him  in  thinking,  that  the  Hne 
of  conduct  he  pointed  out,  viz.  an  inter- 
change of  good  offices^  and  the  practice 
of  mutual  conciliation,  would  do  more,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  remove  animesities, 
than  any  motion  that  could  be  brought 
forward  in  this  house.  Such  instructionv 
enforced  by  the  weight  of  the  right  hon. 
gent.'s  example,  must  be  productive  of  the 
greatest  practical  good.  The  grounds  on 
which  the  right  hon.  gent,  called  for  a 
committee  were  precisely  the  same  that 
were  urged  without  success  on  a  former 
occasion,  and  they  had  received  no  ad- 
dition of  strength  since.  He  could  not 
look  back  to  the  recent  decision  on  this 
point,  the  right  hon.  gent,  himself  could 
not  look  back  to  it,  without  being  con* 
vinced  that  an  inoffensive  refusal  would 
produce  less  mischief  than  a  reluctant  and 
forced  assent.  Let  .any  body  who  knew 
the  state  of  the  public  mind  in  this  coun« 
try,  say,  whether  there  was  not  a  strong 
prevailing  sentiment  against  further  con* 
cessions  to  the  catholics?  If  this  was 
founded  in  reason,  it  was  not  easily  to  bm 
overcome  ^  but  if  it  was  even  rounded 
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only  <m  fMrejodice,  the  right  hon.  gent, 
wfts  well  aware  that  such  prejudices  did 
not  yield  to  repeated  attacks  of  reason, 
any  more  than  the  prejudices  on  the  other 
side  to  penal  laws.  It  would  be  of  little 
value  to  have  a  majority  for  tlie  measure 
in  the  hpuse>  if  there  was  an  inflamed  ma- 
jority against  it  out  of  the  house.  If  there 
•houtd  be  a  disappointment  in  the  present 
instance*  there  would  be  a  consolation  in 
reflecting,  that  the  object  of  the  motion 
mutt  ultimately,  though  gradually,  pre- 
Tmil.  He  was  unwilling  to  mix  personal 
lopicfl  in  this  debate.  The  right  hon.  g^t. 
bad  very  scrupulously  abstained  from  such 
topics ;  and  with  him  at  least,  the  catho^ 
lie  question  would  never  be  a  party  ques- 
tion. But  he. feared  some  of  those  who 
would  follow  the  right  bon.  gent,  would 
tAe  ifiother  course  ;  and  if  there  was  any 
thing  that  made  htm  regret  having  risen 
80  ^riy  in  tl^  debate,  it  was  the  depriving 
hitfMelf  thereby  of  the  opportunitv  of  meet- 
ijlj^  those. personal  charges  which  he  cer- 
tainly hftd  no  dread  of  encountering.  The 
right  bon.  g6nt.^s  speech  was  so  happily 
eonsti^icted  and  directed,  that  whether  his 
action  succeeded  or  failed,  it  must  do  emi- 
nent service.  There  was  one  principle  of 
the  right  hon.  geot.  however,  which  must 
be  received  with  some  reserve.  When  the 
legislature  limited  by  law  the  share  of 
political  power  to  be  held  by  any  class  of 
mtn,  and  it  was  proposed  to  repeal  that 
limitation,  the  legislature  was  to  judge  of 
Ihe  propriety  of  c(»nplyinff  with  the  pro- 
position ;  and  if  more  disorder  would  arise 
firom  the  repeal  than  from  the  continuance 
of  the  limitation,  it  y^nis  right  to  continue 
it.  Em  ap^in  recommended  the  soothing 
and  conaliating  system  proposed  by  the 
light  hon.  gent,  and  trusted  that  more 
Imiefit  would  be  obtained  by  sending  back 
Ihe  petitioD  without  any  irritating  lan- 
guage, than  even  by  referring  it  to  the 
committee,  by  means  of  a  violent  and  con- 
tentions majority.  On  these  grounds,  he 
should  give  his  vote  conacientioiisly  against 
iKr  motion, — with  this  satisSactioB,  that  no- 
Ihing  that  bad  been  hitherto  said  ooald  be  a 
bar  to  the  daims  of  the  petitioners  in  future. 
Mr.  WiMdham.'-'Sk ;  the  speech  of  the 
tight  hon.  gent  who  has  just  W  down, 
Skraogly  reminds  me  of  what  lord  Chester- 
field saf  s  in  one  of  his  letters,  wbeft  speak- 
ing of  tae  tragedy  of  Cato.  That  accom- 
fkhshed  nobleman,  wbaa  criticising  the 
tragedy  of  Cato,  remarks  that  tfaaoe  is 
Bothtng  ia  the  two  beaotifid  iinas  with 
%riiidi  the  poam  opens  ^*~ 


"  The  dawn  is  overcast,  the  morning  lowers, 
**  And  heavily  in  douds  brings  on  the  day — .»» 

that  there*  is  nothing  in  all  this  but  what  a 
watchman  tells  us  when  he  calls  out "  past 
four  o'clock,  and  a  cloudy  morning  V  Just 
so  with  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  speech — 
with  all  its  exuberant  eloquence^  we  find  no- 
thing but  an  a»urance,  that  the  discussion 
will  M  extremely  inconvenient  to  himself 
and  his  friends^  and  that  therefore  it  ought 
to  be  deprecated.    The  right  hon.  gent, 
laments  the  existence  of  religious  dissen- 
sions— so  do  we,  and  so  does  every  one. 
But  since  it  is  admitted,  on  all  hands>  that 
they  do  exiat,  the  question  is,  what  is  best 
to  be  done  with  them  ? — and,  while  on  this 
subject,  it  appears  to  me  a  singular  mode 
of  proceding,  by  way  of  allaying  thosa 
dissensions,  and  satisfying  the  large  body 
of  the  people  among  whom,  they  exist,  to 
refuse  what  they  ask,  and  not  even  to  disr 
cuss  their  claims!  This,  I  suppose,  is  one 
of  the  practical  expedients  of  which  the 
right  hon.  gent  bzn  spoken:  as  that  right 
hon.  gent.'s  former  political  opinions  and 
conduct  have  always  leaned  to  the  side  of 
the  Catholics,  so  iar  as  regards  himself 
personally,  this  is  tndy  an  expedient  that 
may  have  its  practical  use  towards  him- 
self on  the  present  occasion.    '  The  less 
that  is  said  the  better,'  cries  the  right  hon. 
gent,  and  I  so  far  agree  with  him>  that  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  if  he  had  followed 
his  first  impulse,  and  remained  entirely 
silent,  he  would  have  better  consulted  his 
own  character  and  reputation.     The  rig)[it 
hon.  gent,  in  commending  the  temper  and 
moderation  evinced    by  my  right   boa. 
friend,  has  taken  the  opportunity  of  re« 
commending  a  similar  tone  to  those  who 
succeed  him  in  this  debate.    Now,  it  is 
very  possible,  that  although  the  original 
mover    of  a   proposition  may  laudably 
enough  be  moderate  in  his  language  and 
manner,  those  of  his  opinion,  by  whom  he 
is  followed,  finding  that  moderation  pro- 
duced no  eflfect,  may  justifiably  try  wha- 
ther  shame  or  reproach  will  oe  more  suct 
cessfiil.    The  right  hon.  gent,  has  expres* 
sed  his  ccmviction,  that  my  right  hon.  firisnd 
does  not  wish  that  this  h^m  should  be 
wrung  firom  an  unwilling  people,  and  ara* 
biotant  parliament. '  Trae;  but  who  mads 
the  people  nnwilitng, and  the  paritaaMnt  re^ 
luctant  ?  In  reply  to  the  right  hon.  gent's 
statement,  that   the   question  has   been 
already  discussed  and  settled,  and  that 
nothing  has  since  happened  that  could 
change  (ha  apinion  of  the  house  on  tb^ 
sit^ct*  I  have  simply  to  observe,  that  thif 
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statement  is  Qafeunded..  Changes  in 
opinion  take  place  daily,  in  proportion  as 
truth  and  reason  become  more  manifest; 
and  I  hope,  that,  at  no  distant  period,  the$e 
changes  will  produce  the  effect  so  desira- 
ble. The  four  millions  of  Catholics  at 
present  in  Ireland,  are  as  a  dead  weight, 
or  an  indigestible  mass  in  the  stomach  of 
the  country,  poisoning  and  palsying  all 
its  ei&rts.  Is  it  intended  to  pursue  to- 
wards the  Catholics  the  old  system  of 
policy,  by  which  attempts  have  been 
made  to  wear  them  down  into  insignifican- 
cy ?  Let  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  this  sys- 
tem be  tried  by  the  rule  of  three.  If  in 
two  centuries  the  Irish  Catholics  are 
brought  to  lour  millions,  hew  many  cen- 
turies will  it  take  to  extirpate  them  en- 
tirely ?  I  have  heard  of  philosophers  and 
naturalists,  who  pretend  to  ascertain  the 
age  of  the  world  by  the  different  decom- 
positions of  granite ;  but  this,  with  respect 
to  the  Catholics,  will  be  a  much  more 
tedious  calculation.  With  respect  to  the 
comparison  so  well  made  by  my  right 
hon.  friend,  between  the  two  kiods  of 
danger,  of  which  it  is  necessary  to  choose 
one»  I  should  most  unquestionably  prefer 
the  danger  uncertain,  if  not  chimerical,  of 
giviug  to  the  Catholics  a  power,  which 
might  ultimately  invest  them  with  a  consi- 
derable influence  in  the  state,  to  the  terri- 
ble danger  which  the  refusal  of  their  just 
claims  must,  in  my  apprehension,  inevita- 
bly occasion.  No  man  can  be  more  will- 
ing than  myself  to  allow  the  propriety  of 
an  alliance,  properly  understood,  between 
Church  and  State  ;  but,  I  wish  the  house 
to  consider,  that  if,  the  State  cannot  exist 
without  a  Church,  how  much  less  can  the 
Church  exist  without  a  state.  I  repeat, 
^ir,  th;\t  I  am  anxious  the  subject  should 
be  fully  discussed  ;  convinced  as  I  am, 
that  tlie  h-iends  of  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion will  ultimately  triumph 'over  every 
obstacle  that  can  be  thrown  in  their  way. 

Lord  PoUingUm  declared,  that  he  never 
would  give  his  concurrence  to  a  measure, 
which,  sooner  or  later,  would  endanger 
the  Protestant  establishment,  by  placing 
power  in  the  hands  of  those,  whose  princi- 
pal object  it  was  to  make  converts  to  their 
own  erroneous  persuasion.  He  thought  it 
most  impolitic  to  biing  forward,  at  such  a 
crisis  as  the  present,  a  measure  which  he 
knew  to  be  generally  obnoxious  through- 
put the  country,  and  should  therefore  vote 
against  the  motion. 

Lord  MiUon.^^\v,  I  am  convinced,  that 
the  more  this  subject  is  discussed,  the 
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sooner  will  the  people  of  England  be  dis- 
posed to  accede  to  the  claims  of  their  Irisb 
brethren.     God  forbid,  sir,  that  the  glori- 
ous revolution  in  1688  should  be  identi- 
fied with  the  proscription  of  the  Catholics  t 
If  it  were  so,  the  admiration  with  which  I 
have  always  regarded  that  transaction,  has 
been  a  most  mistaken  admiration*    If  we- 
look  to  the  history  of  those  time8>  we  shall 
find  that  the  laws  against  the  Catholics^  as 
well  as  against  the  Protestant  dissenters, 
originated,  not  in  religious,  but  in  poUtical 
motives.      Previous    to    the   Revolution, 
the     laws  passed  against    the  Catholics 
were  evidently  intended,  not  so  much  to> 
present  the  introduction  of  the  Catholic 
religion,  as  to  prevent  the  accession  of. 
James  2.     This  was  the  real  cause  of  the 
Test  Act — If  this  cause  no  longer  exists ; 
if  by  the  nature  of  things  it  nas  passed 
away,  then  ought  we  to  allow  these  restric-*  > 
tive  regulations  to  pass  away  also.     No  * 
one  body  of  men  has  a  right  to  exclude 
another  from  a  fair  f>articipation  in  rights 
and  privileges,  unless  from  the  apprehen- 
sion of  some  immediate  and   imminent, 
danger.      To  grant  the   Catholics  their; 
claims,  will  be  to  remove  the  danger  by 
which  the  empire  is  at  present  threatened. . 
It  will  make  them  contented;  and,  truly,- 
it  does  seem  to  me  to  be  a  most  exjtraorm- 
nary  state  of  the  world,  to  leave  them  in . 
a  state  of  discontent,  if  not  of  open  rebel-, 
lion.  > 

Mr.  Fiitgerald,  (knight  of  Keny)  said  : 
Sir,  I  must  acknowledge  that,  mer  the» 
manner  in  which  this  question  has  b^ea 
opened  and  supported,  when  no  argument 
has  been  used  against  the  motion,  to  oiler 
any  further  observations  in  its  &vour,  may- 
appear  a  wanton  intrusion  on  your  time. 
However,  as  an  un&vourable  decision  is 
foreseen,  I  should  consider  myself  insensi- 
ble to  the  duty  I  owe  to  my  own  country, 
and  to  the  empire,  if  I  did  not  express,  m 
the  strongest  manner  I  can  command,  my 
conviction  of  the  necessity,  not  merely  of 
discussion,  but  of  concession,  on  this  moslr 
important  subject.    The  right  hon.  -  gent* 
compelled  to  acknowledge  the  talents,  the 
eloquence,  and  the  moderation  of  my  right 
hon.  friend,  has  prudently  abstained  from 
answering  him,  and  has  preferred  to  reply, 
by  anticipation,  to  the  speeches  of  others,; 
in  which  he  prophesies,  that  there  will 
not  appear  the  same  moderation.    Sir,  if 
I  abstam.  from  that  warmth,  which  this 
subject  naturally   excites,  it  is,  because 
founded  in  justice,  reason  and  trnth,  as  I 
conceive  the  cause  of  the  petitioners  to  be, 
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I  think  k  can  be  injured  only  by  intem- 
perance. X)ifi«nng  from  tbe  right  hon. 
gent,  I  am  anxiouB  to  promote  discussion. 
Troth  is  promoted  by  discussion.  The 
fi)rmer  discossion  was  beneticial.  The 
intermediate  discussion  has  been  most  ude«- 
*  fill ;  and  by  discsssion  the  petitioners 
mnst  prevail*  To  those,  whp  desire  to« 
produce  that  discussion,  the  rieht  hon. 
gent,  ascribes  party  motives.  I&r,werel 
desirous  to  make  the  decision  of  this  right 
subservient  to  a  party. purpose,  or  most  ef^ 
Cectually  to  injure  the  character  of  his 
majesty^s  ministers,  I  should  have  ac^ 
quiesced  in  the  course  they  proposed,  of 
sufierins  the  question  to  have  gone  te  a 
votCi  Without  a  word  being  ofiered  in  re- 
sistance to  the  prayer  of  the  petition.  I 
should  have  suffered  them  to  send  back 
tbe  petition,  loaded  with  the  contumely 
of  bein^  considered  imworthy  of  discus- 
sion :  thus  adding  insult  to  injury.  But, 
sir,  if  respect  towards  the  petitioners,  or 
the  house,  cannot  extort  an  argument,  at 
least  decency  towards  those,  on  whose 
implicit  «upport  they  reckon  for  resistance 
to  this<  petition,  ^iou Id  induce  some  at- 
tempt at  jnstificdtion  for  the  vote  they  re- 
quire.-'^ the  pfineiples  of  a  period,  to 
which  they  aare  Wttd  of  referring,  (that  of 
the  settlement  ^f  the  crown)  those,  who 
bold  offices  or  emoluments  under  the 
crown>-are  excluded  trota  sitting  in  the 
commons ;  and  if,  by  a  species  of  coHn- 
slon,  tbey  are  now  allowed  to  do  ^so,  the 
coMtito^n  su{}p^8e6  it  to  be,  for  the  pur- 
pMfse  of  explattnifxg  andjtisiif^g  their 
aots  aK  miniflters,  a«id  the  advice 'they  ^«U 
g(ve  tkeir  sovereij^. '  If,  vpon  inkportatt 
otGO^iofls,  thery  shall  refbse  to  do  so,  and 
tbtn  ihi  pT^^etit  there  caimot  be-  ofie  more 
impertaitt ;  if,  m  a  wantow  reduction  by 
them  of  thenyMiiM  of  religious  instruction 
Uy  the  fNlof  le^  W  irt  the  Maynooth  grant ; 
if,  oit  a  f»etitkiiv  ^iai^ng  the  just  clahns  of 
&iwf  millions  ^  our  fellow  subjects,  they 
are  safe  in  treating  suciv  subjects,  and  the 
Ai't^senlattoni  of  t)m  people,  with  con- 
temptuewa  silence ;  what  is  the  inevitable 
i«ler«nGe,  which  the  ddtocates  of  parlia* 
Aentary  reform  wiW  draw  ;  "  To  such  a 
iMaite'  is  the  hou^  of  commons  reduced, 
Uuit,  even  whe^  the  interests  of  millions, 
and  perhaps  the  seeurity  of  the-  country, 
are  concerned,  ministers'can  command  a 
ms^oritVi  without  condescending  to  ofifer  a 
w^rd  of  argument  or  explanation.'^  But, 
dnrngh  mimslers  will  not  speak,  I  suppose 
it  h  intended  to  imply  much  frotii  their 
■rysterieiM  s^^encvv    W«  imMl^-  re$drt  M 


other  means  to  discover  What  they  think. 
It  is  supposed  that  certain  insurmountable 
obstacles  stand  in  the  way  of  this  petition. 
As  a  member  of  parliatnent,  I  can  ac-^ 
knowledge  no  such  obstacleSi  certainly 
now,  for  which  ministers  are  not  accounts^ 
ble.  We  have  also  heard,  at  other  times, 
a  sort  of  generd  statement,  that  some 
principles  of  the  constitution,  as  estaUish*^ 
ed  at  various  periodlS}  necessarily  exclude 
the  petitioners  from  What  they  sAi  These 
eras  are  the  Refbrmaticm,  tlte  Revoliltion, 
and  the  Union.  With  respect  to  the  latter, 
we  can  resort  to  no  authority  so  cbncla^^ 
aive,  as  to  the  author  of  that  metoure^:  and 
on  this  point  I  am  most  anxious>  and,  in  a 
great  degree,  from  motives  of  a  personal 
nature,  that  the  cleatestexpltination  should' 
take  place.  Having  been  otie  of  those 
who  zealously  supported  the  union,  Its  ft 
refuge  from  the  calamities  uttd«r  whicK 
Ireland  so  long  du^red  f^*om  religious  dif*- 
ferences,  I  may  be  allowed  to  feel  peculiar 
interest  on  thoie  pomts,  to  which  I  looked, 
not  only  a^  the  desirable,  buta^  the  ne- 
cessary results  of  thit  compact ;  linthoiife 
which  it  cannot  be  efi^ctual ;  and  on  the 
ultimate  attainment  of  which  it  must  de^ 
pend,  whether  I  cart  justifV,  or  must  curaer 
the  dtfy,  on  which  I  voted  for  that  anioB. 
In  appealing  to  this  house,  I  felt  that  we 
referred  the  Catholic,  not  only  t6  an  en- 
lightened and  more  impartial  and  aUthod- 
tative  assembly^  but  to  one,  in  which  the' 
uneokiti'adicted  sentiments  of  all  pi|ttte9 
were  amicable  to  their  claims.  Certainly 
it  waft  not  to  the  extension  of  commerce, 
to  improvement  of  manners,  or  any  oihcr 
of  the  speculative  hopes  heW  ottt>to  the 
Irish,  that  I  looked  iu  the  union.  It  waft 
to  the  blessing  of  intertial'  harmony  and 
peace,  without  ^vhich  no  nation  can  flo^ 
rish.  What,  accordiiigly,  were  the  ex- 
pectations necessarily  excited  in  the  people 
of  If^and  by  the  language  of  the  late  M* . 
Pitt  ?  That  measures  necessary  to  the 
tratiquillity  of  Ireland,  which  could  not. 
With  safety,  be  conceded  by  a  distinct  les* 
gislature,  could  be  conceded  with  safety 
after  an  union.  That  was  toot  only  an  ac- 
khi»wledgment^  that  there  wias  nothmg  in 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics  ihcoMistetit 
with  the  constitution ;  but  that  it  was  in-* 
tended  to  look  to  their  accompli^nnent. 
Mr.  Pitt  could  never  have  intended  to  cA* 
jole  tNf  Catholics.  Do  ministers  suppose 
he^did  ?  Yet  what  would  it  have  been  to 
tell  them,  your  objecU  are  attainable  afWr 
tbe  umea ;  and  When,  by  their  concur- 
.  rMc«2  ¥m  tnettmte  is   eflbcted,  whic)| 
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widumt  it  nftvcur  coald,  %9  uy,  '  There 
'  exist  m,  the   coiwtfftution*   which  that  > 

*  tmioa  has  perfeclAd,  certain  principles, 

•  which  eternally  exclude  ym^J  '  It  was 
unpotsibie  his  great  mind  codd  descend 
tQ  soch  haseneas ;  and  I  am  tberefere  de- 
aixous  to  exUMTt  firpm  his  matjestjr's  minis' 
ters  a  distinct  a? ewal  of  their  opinions,  to 
know  which  of  them  ^kccord  with  the  doc- 
trine of  Mr.  Pitt»  as  laid  down  on  the 
Imion^and  rented  in  the  lormer  debate 
on  this  ijnesuon,  that  there  is  nothisg  in 
the  claim  of  the  petitioners  essentiaUy  in- 
admistthle ;  b«it  that  conceswn  is  pl  were 
matter  of  time  and  ^expediency ;  or,  in 
jjiain  English,  to  berqgidated  by  the  oon» 
¥onience  of  mixusters.  It  is  material  to 
knoWf  how  many  there  are  remaining  in 
tha  ministry,  or  m  this  house,  ^vho  bold 
eternal  objections  to  the  claims  -of  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland.  The  lamentable  dis- 
Iraotions  and  animositios  of  that  oo^^Uy 
ibrced  forward  that  union;  andthepr»o- 
lAcal  adrantafe^  expeo^ed  from  it  by  eve^ y 
9Un>  ^ho,  from  sjiy  honest  m^ve^  sif^*- 
ported  it,  ^aa  tp  atucb  to  the  i^vernment 
the  aflections  tff  the  Irish' pjeonle,  by  exr 
tending  to  them  the  full  beneats  of  a  free 
coQstitntion*  The  union  grew  out  of  the 
discontents  and  dangers  of  Ireland ;  and 
witbont  substituting  measures  of  redreas 
and  conciliation,  was  calculated  rather  to 
enccease,  than  diminish,  those  discontents 
nf»d  dangers*  Notwithstanding  the  policy 
of  every  one  dc^enring  the  n^MKie  of  a 
statesman  in  this  country^  nothing  ha^ 
hitherto  been  done  to  realise  the  onion, 
or  to  aifi^  any  correction  to  the  divisions 
nnd  distractions  of  Ireland.  I  hold,  there- 
jfore,  that  it  foUoi^s  from  the  entire  prin- 
ciple and  purpose  of  the  union,  tbai  you 
should  s;r«nt  the  daim  of  your  j^tion^ 
«rs.'*^W»th  respect  to  anotlior  great  era, 
the  revolution  of  1083,  on  tUe  pri^kcipjee 
of  which  it  is  sought  to  perpetuate  the  ex- 
cUision  of  the  Catholics,  I  am  happy  that, 
in  my  construction  of  that  measure>  I  am 

,  <u>Hntf^nanced  by  the  authority  of  a  nobie 
)ord,  (Milton)  whose  hereditsu-y  attach- 
ment to  the  genuine  principlos  of  that 

.  i^at  eyent,  render  bis  opinion  upon  it  im- 
|M^);^nt.  That  measui'e  was  intended  to 
improve  yotur  constitution  on  the  principles 

.  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  Whatever 
jUicidental  laws  of  restraint,  or  di^quali£k:a- 
tipn,  were  (hen  enacted,  arose  ocdy  from 

.ttmpfworeof  peculiar  political  causes; 

.  ^t:£^£(ne4  m  P^  Pf  ^  essence,  or  prio- 
c^>ie  :of  that  ijlnri^ua  .effort  t    th^y  were 

^(Bs^^s^j^t^.  to  it^^  T^hffie  ^ttid  not  be  a 


more  monstrous  perversion  of  the  character 
of  the  revolution,  than  to  associate  with  it, 
the  perpetuation  of  laws,  restrictive  of  con- 
jcience  and  liberty.  To  this  country  it 
brought  signal  benefits.  It  is  therefore 
natural  that  Englishmen  should  look  to  its 
era  with  reverence,  and  enthusiastically 
admire  the  persons,  by  whom  it  was 
wrought.  As  an  Irishman,  I  must  view  it 
with  very  opposite  sentiments.  To  Ire- 
land it  operated  as  an  infliction  frpm  Pro* 
vidence.  HaVock,and  proscription  came 
in  its  train ;  and  its  history  is  written  in 
blood.  It  is  to  justify  the  revolution  to 
the  Irish  people,  to.  make  it  a  source  of 
liberty  and  happiness.  In  tardy  retribuf- 
tion  for  the  oppression  of  Ibrmer  times,  I 
wish  you  to  commence  by  granting  the 
prayer  of  the  petition.  If  you  wish  ug^ 
as  Irishmnn,  to  rei^ect  the  institution^ 
with  which  you  connect  the  idea  of  liberty, 
you  must  give  us  a  practical  interest  m 
their  preservation.  But  nothing  can  be 
so  &ls«^  as  that  the  religion  of  this  country 
was  established  by  the  aid  of  pemtl  law^ 
or  derives  its  security  from  them*  The 
reformation*  on  the  contrary,  succeeded 
in  defiance  of  tho  most  sanguinary  law^ 
and  the  most  tyrannical  execution  of  them* 
It  sprang  from  the  free  exercise  of  reason ; 
made  its  progress  through  the  minds  of 
men:  and  lienry  the  Sth,  whose  converr 
sion  suited  his  own  profligate  views,  had 
only  to  acquiesce  •  in  the  general  opinion 
of  the  people.  If  Elisabeth  exercised 
sererity  on  the  score  of  religion,  it  wa% 
because  a-eiigion  connected  itself  with  th# 
politic^  daggers  which  thi«atened  be.!^ 
With  a  riv^  to  her  throne  in  this  very 
island  :  that  rival  connected  by  marriafpe 
with  Prance  ;  supported  by  m  the  xea) 
and  the  formidable  power  of  Spain ;  her 
claims  acknowledged  by  all  the  Cathoiiofi 
of  fjigland  ;  with  Ireland  in  constant  re<- 
bellion.  These  are  cirpumstances  which 
would  account  for  jealous  and  severe  exer- 
tions of  power.  Yet-could  that  wise  prin* 
cesH,  even  uiuier  such  provocations,  distinr 
guish,  as  she  says  in  her  speech  to  the  par» 
uament, '  the  papists  in  conscience  from 
'  the  papista  in  faction.'  But  the  laws»  of 
which  the  petitioners  complain,  did  not 
then  exist,  and  cannot  be  jmitified  by  pre^ 
cedent  from  the  success  of  Elizabeth. 
Neither  can  analogy  exist  between  the 
present,  and  the  time  of  her  reign ;  when 
the  power  of  Rome  was  in  its  plenitude^ 
and  all  its  force  directed  against  England* 
•r-*The  reign  of  Charles  tl^  2d,  to  which 
we  ojve  ihe  corporation  and    test  acts. 
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however  it  may  boast  the  enactment  of 
some  laws  favourable  to  civil  liberty,  is  a 
■j)eriod  to  which  those,  bestacquainteci  with 
Its  real  history,  will  look  \vith  extreme  dis- 
trust and  jealousy  for  an  example  ;  parti- 
cularly in  matters  connected  with  religion. 
Certainly  there  are  no  circumstances  more 
disgraceftil  to  the  character  of  parlia- 
ment, than  those  which  marked  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  period.  We  shall  pause, 
before  we  determine  that  the  temper,  the 
impartiality,  or  the  wisdom  of  those,  who 
declared  and  sanctioned  the  belief  of  that 
infamous  imposture,  "  the  Popish  Plot," 
«re  deserving  of  imitation ;  when  this 
hotise  was  converted  into  a  court  of  injus- 
tice, to  criminate,  without  proof,  the  most 
innocent  men,  or  the  flagrant  perjuries  of 
ib^  most  infamous ;  when  your  jour- 
nals were  prostituted  into  inflammatory 
•pamphlets,  and  circulated  to  excite  the 
*worst  passions  amonest  an  ignorant  people ; 
when  the  courts  of  law  were  made  the 
mere  engines  of  fanaticism  and  the  most 
remorseless  tyranny.  Such  is  not  exactly 
the -period  to  which,  from  an  enlightened 
age,  we  should  refer  for  lessons  in  legis- 
lation,, or  the  doctrines  which  we  should 
fteeih  sacred  and  immutable.  It  m?*y  not 
be  unprofitable  to  observe,  that,  during 
the  religious  delusion  then  raised,  the  most 
dangerous  encroachments  on  liberty  and 
the  constitution  were  made  by  that  worth- 
k»6  monarch ;  who,  destitute  himself  of  re- 
ligion, was  ready  to  make  it,  to  one  part  of 
his  people,  an  instrument  of  imposition, 
taid  of  oppression  to  the  other.  I  am 
ready  to  admit,  that  there  did,  however, 
^xist,  at  that  moment,  circumstances  of 
danger  to  the  reformed  religion  which 
(certainly  have  not  at  any  subsequent 
time<  I  mean  in  the  bigotted  zeal  of  the 
duke  of  York,  aided,  as  he  was,  by  per- 
Bons  of  the  highest  rank  and  power  in  the 
country.  But,  with  the  exclusion  of  that 
•infatuated  monarch,  that  danger  erased  ; 
-and  the  restraints  on  liberty  of  conscience, 
ilince  continued,  have  been  wanton  and 
unnefccsdary.- — With  respect  to  the  revolu- 
tion, much  misrepresentation  has  taken 
place ;  and,  enquiring  into  its  real  prin- 
ciple and  justification,  it  is  better  to  refer 
to  those  documents  furnished  by  the  great 
authors  of  it,  than  to  trust  the  partial  com- 
ments of  '  modern  historians. — ^The  too 
great  documents,  in  this  point,  are  the  re- 
solutions of  both  houses  of  parliament,  de- 
claring the  throne  vacant,  and  the  subse- 
quent address  to  the  prince  and  princess  of 
Orange^  embodied  in  the  Bill  of  Rights. 


What  says  the  first  ?  "  Whereas  k.  James  2, 
having  endeavoured  to  subvert  the  consti- 
tution of  the  kingdom,  had  abdicated 
the  government ;  and  the  throne  is  there- 
by vacant."  Not  a  Word  of  religion.  And 
it  is  extraordinary,  considering  that  almost 
all  his  cabinet  were  either  avowed,  or  con- 
cealed. Catholics,  and  that  his  measures 
against  the  church  had  been  outrageous 
and  violent,  that  religion  should  have 
been  so  much  kept  \)\it  of  sight.  The  Bill 
of  Rights  Hkewise  enumerates  political 
grievances?  *  the  dispensing  powers: 
'.the  high  commission :   levying  money; 

<  and  raising  and  keeping  armies  in  peace 
'  without  consent  of  parliament :  and  de- 
'  mands  freedom  of  debate,  and  frequency 
'  of  parliaments.'  These  were  the  Rights 
violated;  to  guard  which  the  hereditary 
succession  of  the  crown  was  changed. — 
But  the  great  leaders  in  the  revolution 
saw,  that  the  danger  of  the  country 
was  absolute  power;  and  hbwever  strong- 
ly the  mind  of  James  may  have  been 
influenced  by  bigotry,  so  far  from  serv- 
ing, it  counteracted  his  effi>rt8  to  cstab- 
iish  a  despotbm ;  and  aflbrded  hts  ene- 
mies a  favourable  means  bf  rendering  hhn 
and  his  cause  odious  t6  this  country. — So 
in  the  resolution  for  a  new  settlement  Of 
the  crown,  fi^m  whence  the  present  royal 
family  derive  their  title,  what  are  the  sti- 
pulations made?-  Nothing,  with  respect 
to  religion,  but  the  communion  of  Uie 
sovereign.  They  are  all  political,  and  of 
high  importance.    '  That  privy  counsellors 

*  shall  sign  acts  of  council.  That  foreign- 
'  ers  shall  be  incapable  of  holding  offices. 
'  That  England  shall  not  be  involved  in 

<  foreign  wars.  That  no  pardon  shaH  be 
'  pleadable  to  an  impeachment.    That  no 

*  person,  holdinsr  an  olfice  or  pension  un- 
'  der  the  king,  shall  be  capable  of  sitting 
'  in  the  house  of  commons.  That  the 
'  commissions  of  the  judges  shall  be  perma- 

*  nent,  and  their  salaries  fixed.^  Such  is 
*.he  matter  of  tliesc  great  state  transac- 
tions;  and  from  thtm  we  can' derive  no 
sanction  for  laws,  which  were  unneces- 
sarily passed,  under  the  influehce'of  easual 
factious  motives ;  and  which  deprive  thie 
stat^  of  the  zeal  and  services  of  large 
portions  of  its  subjects.  The  ^eal  security 
of  the  reformed  religion  was  in  its  adop- 
tion by  the  majority  of  the  state.  The 
Catholic  religion,  allying  itself  with  the 
exiled  family,  became  suspected  of  fiatvour- 
itig  arbitrary  power,  and  therdfore  an  ob» 
ject  6£  jealousy  and  precaution.  Bat  ihe 
great  end  and  purpose  <rf^lhfLd$^I^Tio4«» 
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ttoQ  of  the  hereditary  title  to  the  throne^  in 
1688,  and  1701^  was  the  accomplishment 
ftnd  security  of  ciTil  and  political  liberty. 
And  certainly  no  man,  who  values  free- 
dom, can  doubt,  that  the  violations  of 
liberty,  committed  by  James,  and  his  atro- 
cious attacks  on  the  independence  of  par- 
liament, were  fully  sufficient  to  account  for, 
and  to  justity  the  revolution.  Whatever 
just  ground  there  may  have  been  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  2,  as  to  the  security  of 
the  reformed  religion,  there  now  exists  no 
doubt,  that  for  fourteen  years,  a  party,  in 
the  interests  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  was 
engaged  in  exaggerating  and  inflaming 
the  alarm.  And  sliU  fui*ther,  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  reign  of  Anne,  there  was 
likewise  a  party  in  parliament,  in  the  pay 
of,  and  ih  correspondence  with  the  elector 
of  Hanover;  who  agitated  that  entire 
reign  with  folse  panics  on  account  of  re- 
ligion;' for  tlie  purpose  of  accrediting 
wmch,  the  penal  laws  were  devised.—-! 
have  been  induced  to  trespass  on  the  time 
"of  the  house  'whh  this  historical  detail ; 
because  rnich  pains  has  been  taken, 
throughout  the  discussion  of  the  Catholic 
claifUs,  to  iknpresB  a  notion,  fix>m  a  false 
and  superficial  view  of  history,  that  ex- 
clusive laws  were  sanctioned  and  enforced 
by  important  events,  favourable  to  general 
liberty  md  the  security  of  the  establish- 
ments of  this  country.  Besides,  wheA  the 
Catholics  are  traduced  from  history,  it  is 
necessary  to  resort  to  the  same  source 'for 
their  justification,  and  to  refiite  their  ca- 
lumniators ;  and  it  certainly  would  have 
had  the  most  beneficial  eiibcts,  if  the 
right  hon.  gent,  had  exerted  his  influence 
to  restrain  that  ofiensive  iand  irritating  lan- 
guagie,  which  some  of  his  friends,  in  this 
house,  have  been  accustomed  to  hold  to- 
wards the  Catholics  of  Ireland. — ^For  the 
'  construction  I  have  put  on  these  laws^  I 
can  confidently  appeal  to  the  highest  legal 
authority.  What  does  judge  JBlackstone 
say,  in  reply  to  Moptesquiea'B  censure  of 
those  laws,  as  inconsistent  with  the  boasted 
freedom. of  England?  '  Hiat  they  are 
'  seldom  executed  to  the  latmoat  rigour ; 
'  and,  indeed  if  they  were,  it  would  be 
^ '  very  difficult  to  excuse  them :  for  they 
' '  are  rather  to  be  accounted  for  from  their 
*  history;  and  the  urgency  of  the  times 
'  whlch^produced  them,  than  to  be  approv- 
^  ed,  upon  a  cool  review,  as  a  standing  syg- 
'  •  tem  of  law/  And  again :  *  If  ever  a  tiiiie 
/  should  arrive,  and  perhaps  it  is  not  very 
'«<ygtaiit>  ^en  all  fears  of  a  preteilder 
'  shall  ^HtvevMHshedt  and  the  |^wer  and 


'  influence  of  the  pope  beeome  feeble, 
'  ridiculous  and  despicable,  not  only  in 

*  England,  but  in  every  kingdom  in  £u- 
'  rope ;  it  probably  would  hot  be  then 
'  amiss  to  review  and  soften  these  rigorous 
'  edicts ;  at  least  till  the  civil  principles 
'  of  the  Roman  Catholics  called  again  upon 
'  the  legislature  to  renew  them :  For  it  ought 
'  not  to  be  left  in  the  breast  of  any  merciless 
'  bigot,  tb  drag  down  the  v^igeance  of 
'  these  occasional  laws  upon  inofi^nsive, 
'  though  mistaken,  subjects,  to  the  destruc- 

*  tion  of  every  principle  of  toleration  and 
'  civil  liberty.'  Can  any  man  state  that 
such  time  has  not  now  arrived  ?  Can  the 
power  of  die  Pope  be  more  feeble,  or  less 
dangerous  ?  Can  any  man  state  that  the 
civil  conduct  of  the  Catholics  does  ndt 
now  entitle  them  tq  that  relief,  which  the 
learned  judge  considers,  under  such  cir- 
cim^tances,  to  be  safe  and  wise  ? — ^Bot 
the  code  of  laws  devised  for  Irdand, 
in  the  reigns  of  Anne  and  her  miccessor, 
without  the  slightest  pretext  or  justifica- 
tion, whilst  Ireland  was  in  profennd  tran- 
quillity, and  the  Catholics  had  gtven  un- 
questionable proofe  of  their  loyalty,  were 
a  direct  violation  of  the  Artic^  of  Lime- 
rick ^  which  compact  was  gusuranteed  by 
king  William  the  3d ;  and  in  violation  of 
all  good  iaith,  as  well  as  sound  policy  and 
humanity.  And  nnder  that  unparalleled 
code  of  oppression  did  IreUnd  suffer  for 
near  a  century.  But  not  only  were  those 
laws  devised  in  the  worst  spirk  of  persecu- 
tion and  tyranny ;  but  it  is  notorious  that, 
whether  they  were,  or  were  not,  intended 
to  exterminate,  they  certainly  were  not  in- 
tended to  convert  the  people  of  Ireland, 
and  this  we  have  from  the  highest  autho- 
rity. Archbishop  King,  writing  confiden- 
tially to  a  friend,  says^  that  the  taking 
any  effectual  measures  to  convert  the  na- 
tive^ was  discouraged  by  the  principal 
persons  in  authority,  and  violently  resisted 
in  council.  Such  was  the  system  of  those, 
who  sought  to  profit  from  the  calamities 
of  that  unfortunate  country .-i-Opon  the 
doctrinal '  pcnnts  of  this  ques^on,  having 
ahready  troubled  the  house  at  such  length, 
I  shall  forbear  to  enter.  Beside^,  to  that 
branch  of  the  subject,  I  censider  that  ^ 
calmer  discussion  of  the  press  is  more  suita- 
ble. It  has  moreover  been>  n.infce  the  last 
debi^  on  the  subject,  most  satisfactorilr 
and  successfully  tre»ted  in  various  ab4 
publications.  I  couki  particutairly  refi^ 
to  one  by  an  hon.  baronet,  a  member  of 
this  house,  (sir  J.  C.  Hippesley)  who,  in 
addition  to  Us  own  vuliable,  eiriijhtened 
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and  judicioi}s  arguments  on  the  suttjept, 
has  fijumssbe4  authorities  most  important 
and  cooclusiye;    (which  an^  man,  who 
metns  to  vote  on  this  question,  ought  to 
l>e framed  to  have  left  unread)  and  which 
camipt  leave  a  doubt  remaining  as  to  the 
perfeeitr  safety  of  adjnitting  the  Catholios 
0  full  qivil  privileges.    Kor  can  I  believe 
th^  fmy  man  now  supposes,  that  tbe  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  spiritual  supremaicy 
.9f  the  Pope  ean  at  all  disqualify  a  Caiho- 
lip  from  being   a  perfisctly   loyal    and 
£ekitbful  sut^tect  in  th£i  state* — It  however, 
MO  sense  of  sound  policy  or  jnaitice  can 
enfgfce  relief  to  the  Catholics;   at  least 
th^  pi;essing  danger  of  the  state  should 
.^upjfKurt  the  consideration*  whether   the 
^pkyakid  Sor^e  of  Ireland  is  in  a  state  to 
mitbcffifw  v«  to  owfide  in  its  aid.    Our 
.JHsnidabl^  enemy  will   have   combioGd 
il^gain^t  us  abnost  the  whole  strength  of 
.1^  continenu     Our  insuJar  situation  pre- 
.^udeft  <Mir  augmenting  our  force  by  an 
jpi^nsion  of  terrilory ;  aiid  we  can  Look 
lor  itai^MM  if  betlenng  the  conditio*  of 
^ur. people,  itod  increasing  their  attach- 
ff^mt  to  tbe  state*    A  late  measure,  putting 
in  requisition  the  ^ok  active  population 
-f>f  thia  Qountry,  hespeaks  the  sense  minis- 
ters entertain  Of  the  danger.    Thepopala- 
tion  of  t^s  country  is  not  adequate  to  the 
demw^B  of  industry ;  hat  in  Ireland  there 
i»  m  imiue»5e  snrplas  population,   the 
•mp^  pr^ne  to  war,  and  the  most  amineDtly 
qvali^  for  it,  of  any  in  the  world.    To 
attach  such  a  popiibtion  w  ihe  state,  is  of 
inc^Hlabto    importance.      Procure  the 
.affectimis^f  that  people;  awi  the  emperor 
of  th^  French^  who  understands  war  and, 
national  c^ameter,  will  nevter  invade  you.' 
With  tM  people  united  and  zeabus,  and, 
with  such  a  (ieuntry,  a  descent  upon  Ire- 
lafid  woiriihe  the  most  .desperate  of  all 
enterp^^zes.    vSecure  their  fidelity;   an^ 
thai  pprtion  of  Vour  empire  wocdd  not  oady 
he  impi!egaahle>  but  unassailable.-.*-But, 
.if  the  danger  of  the  oauntry,  or  the  impor- 
.  |fp()e  of  Iceland^  caimat  malosi  a  due  ka- 
Tf^emion,  I  would  stiU  appeal' to  thefeel- 
.  ilaii^oC  this  bouae»  and  say:   what  right 
hire  you  to  leave  the  Protestants  of  Inland 
^m  that  invidious  and  dangorous  eminenieei 
.00  whi«h  the  penal  laws  place  theoBi  i  I 
iiQSlll  upon  you  to  relieve  them  from  the 
<piti6»l  and  f>ertticion8  superiority,  dnrived 
JTrpm  worshipping  God  in  one  place,  instead 
of  anoiber.    If  the  Catholics  are  dange^ 
;so4S  si^cts,  io  what  piwiicamentdo  4re 
^mnd^  who  inhabit   the    more  Gatholio 
\fW^i)tln\mi  p  wharasaaecf  tthaotda-i 


nary  operations  of  the  hw  can  take  ^siaol, 
but  by  their  aid  and  xx>-operation  ?  If  tim 
Catholic  mind  be  hostile,  as  their  eoemMa 
would  represent,  to  what  aiie  v^e  to  k^ 
for  peotection  in  the  hour  of.  danger/ 
when  numbers  are  as  one  to  an  hundred, 
are  we  to  arm  ourselves  with  the  penal 
laws  ?  But  these  very  penaj  iaws  are  ih^ 
dan^r.  The  -leounty  which  I  inhabit 
gives  a  practical  contradiction  of  their 
utility.  There,  where  the  Catholic  popve 
lation  so  much  predominates^  that  as  an 
enemy,  resistance  to  it  woald  be  vaiiw 
mutual  good  will  and  confidence,  between 
Pro^stants  and  Catholics,  bav^,  saspended 
the  operation  of  the  penal  laws.  And  wb»t 
was  the  conw^tMnce?  Tha^  during  the 
rebellion  and  mvaaioiv  thfi^  county  fer 
mained  tranquil  and  lo)ral,  mA  4bt  army 
was  withdrawn  firom  it«  Bat  ia  other 
parts  the  spirit  of  tboAe  laws  as  in  ^U  op(a- 
ijation.  Perpetual  jealouij  and  broiJIs  are 
the  censequeoQf ,  and  an  iniqnitona  pre- 
scription is  exercised.  Tbeae  l^ws,  whikit 
they  exist  and  tnke«0eok»  /wiU  axtii^iDuiih 
toleration  in  jprivate  life,  whioh  that  iUne- 
trious  inan»  w.  Burke,  in  bin  v«e«r  of  thpib 
question,  eooaidered  one  of  ih^riynrat  nf 
(beir  censoqaences*  His  grea/t  friend,  Dr. 
Johnson,  also  soma  where  dintingnishes 
p^itksi  from  social  tcderationb  and  ^nsi- 
de«s  the  latter  as  more  impcatant:  and 
leertainly  with  justice ;  bocan^e  it  mimm 
more  with  the  tranascMons  of  life,  and 
thereby  has  greater  influence  on  hunNWi 
happiness.  But  histoiy  and  eicperienne 
teil  us,  that  they  cannot  exist  separately ; 
and  that,  withent  political,  we  eaaant 
have  any  security  lor  social  tolerationu  I 
would  Uierefore  impfere  yoa-  U^  rolea^ 
the  Protestant  from  the  deplorable  power 
of  tyrauniiing  over  his  Catholic  &;Uow 
subjeet.  But  above  all,  let  us  avoid  U> 
impeach  our  religion,  by  attributing  to  its 

Sirit  the  continuance  of  these  Uiwf. 
hilst  we  are  ranaacfciag  history,  to  con- 
demn an  intolerant  sphit  in  tbe  i^hvoh  of 
Booie,  Jet  US  not,  at  this  entightaned 
period,  juetifv  such  a  reproach  m  that 
eburch,  which  sfirung  fi<oni  res*i»tanqe  lo 
ititolera«ce^  What  w»s  the  laimn§^  of  « 
•proteslant  b«ihop,  above  a  hundred  yaaie 
j^,  (when  Aofene  was  powerfiil?  Speakhig 
a«.tha  toleration  act,  BncneA  si^st  ^ It 
l^waa  ihought  very  nareaao^yab)^  ifhilat 
/  we  mum  complainiag  of  the  enmity  of 
f^tbe  cbnrch  of  Borne,  we  shoukit jbl^  into 
/  suchpiwsticesaasongatotmii^eaftilJ^ii^ 
^. while  we^wese  engaging  in  ^'-«ai«  in 
hi  whioh.f aakoiih)  tmi  thunoitaAPMeg^ 
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^6f  the  whd6  ttirtioh.*^  I  rihaTl  Ifeare  the 
^kpplicfttkm  t<y  'the  gentlemen  opposite ; 
attd'only  call  on  the  h(mse,  now  that  n6 
(teDger  n-ont  the  power  of  the  Pope  can  be* 
ima^ned,  not  to  sutler  the  remnant  of 
l^!(e  pernicious  laws,  any  longer  to*  dis- 
grace y6of  statute  book. 

Lorn  C^fcftfd^.^5ir;  Iwillendcatour 
to  dlstlBkSn  the  house  as  short  a  time  as  pos- 
sible. Btkt  I  feel  that  I  should  deserve;  re- 
proiifch,  wefe  I  tb  give  a^ilent  vbte  unon'the 
pieMnt  occtislon.  I  deprecate  and  dread 
tile  effect  <Jtt  the  public  mind,  of  discus- 
sing a  ques/tibn  of  so  delicate  atid  import- 
dht  a  nature.  The  question  is  xM  other 
than  this:  are  the  CathoKcs  of  Ireland^ 
fbiir  millions  of  his  majesty's  subjects-^in 
a  dttrtte  of  flreedbm  or  ot  slavery?  Arfe 
they  to  b^  considered  in  a  state  of  proscrip- 
tidn?  I  cannot  eonc^ite  a  question  of 
mliich  th^  agitation  is  better  df^culated  to 
sbHtke  (Alt  eiibtts  itit  the^^  common  cause. 
I  thust^  however,  do  justice  to  the  candour, 
ihanliness,  and  moderation  of  the  right 
hen.  gent,  who  bniught  forward  the  mo- 
tion; for  certainly  tlS  mode  in  vrhich  he 
delivered  his  opiiiionswas  wel!  calculated 
to  produce  a -spirit  of  conciliation.  But, 
however  much  1  deprecate  the  present  dis- 
Cosirion,  so  far  fhmi  wishing  to  keep  thiir 
questfoti  our  of  my  view,  I  shall  always 
adhere  to  the  principles  maintained  by 
my  late  ri^r  honours^  friend  (Mr.  Pitt) 
Ott  the  BTlbject;  ahd  be  ready-  tb  de- 
Trter  tttyi^pihionf  WheWE?t<er  it  Is  iiighatcd. 
The  eonduet'  of  that  great  man  and  Ms'Col- 
leag^f«!i(  yhM  v€ty  difterent  from  that  of  the 
gentlemen  opposite.  H^  w^nt  odf  of 
place^,  because  he  ibuhd  He  could  nOt  jWrO* 
edre  fbr  thet:aftholic»  what  he  thoifghtthey 
4n^erfe  well  entitled  to;  but,  when  out  of 
office.  He  never  embarrtutsed  the  govertiv 
ihent  by  agitating  the  question.  The  prhi-^ . 
Cibles^  of  the  gentlemen  opposite,  on  the 
otke^  hand,  l^  them  to  agitate  and  sup- 
port the  queHion  to  the  e^rtreinfe,  when 
out  of  power;  and  to  comprotnise  and 
abandon  it  when  in  power,  rtot  With  any 
view  to  the  safety  of  the  country,  but  for 
the  safety  of  their  own  offices.  If  those 
j^tlemen  wish  to  shew  that  they  arc  dc- 
rtrOu*  of  defending  the  country  against  her 
enemies,  let  them  not  bring  forward  a  ques* 
tion,  the  agitation  of  which  can  have  only 
the  eflfectof  increasing  the  number  of  her 
efnemies.  In  their  former  attempts  to 
bring  on  this  question,  they  had  failed. 
Atid  when  they  cartie  into  office,  they 
chose  to  avt>id  the  n^in  question,  and  to 
resortf  to  the  contemptible  subtei^ge  of 


satfoffing  the  Catholics  l>y  making  some 
small*  and-  unMrp<i)Hant  coneessioefs.  80 
urgent  did  the  gentlemen  opposite  think 
the  measure  at  th^e  Ufme,  Ulrat  they  said  the 
delay  eten  Of  a  few  days  Would  be^  dan- 
gerous, and  an  insult  to  the  Cathohes.  Bat 
it  so  happened  that,  in  a  few  days,  notwith- 
standing the  danger  of  d^y,  they  did  not: 
hesitate  entirely  to  abandon  it,  and,  for 
rei^otts  weH  fafiown  to  themselves,  put  the 
bantling  in  their  ^kets.  Daring  the  ad^ 
ministration  of  uie  duke  of  Bedford  tn 
Ireland,  the  cohsfitfrf  cry  to  the  Catholics 
was:  '  Tkis  is  not  a  fft  tim^  to  forward 
your  wishes ;  direct  atl  your  force  against 
the  enemy  only ;  dp  not  now  press  yout 
daims;  you  are  premature,  and  will 
only  incense/  Yet  after  9uch  language^ 
and  some  hopes  held  out  when  the  Ca^^ 
thollc  datms  were  pressed  apoft  the  late 
ministry,  what  Was.  th^r  conduct  ?  Why, 
they  deserted  their  oppo^tion-  princi- 
ples altogeth^,  and  <fven  abandotietf  tlieir- 
own  contemptible  little  bill,  which  they 
had  patched  up  in  their  support!  II 
was  strange,  too,  that  such  disinterest 
ed  patriots  should  have  abandoned  H 
for  so  ittsigttifiteant  an  object  as  the  re* 
tentiott  of  their  places!  Now,  what  was  the 
course  of  my  honourable  frietods,  always 
acting  npOn  steady  and  ^^nsistent  prm*- 
ciple*^.  Ohr  conduct,  as  1  have  said.  Was 
directlr  the  inverse  of  this.  We  wished 
when  m  Office  to  fkvo^t  the  claims  of  the 
Catholicflr;  wiien  out  of  office.  We  abstain^ 
ed  froih  slgitating  a  dufestiott,  which  cotild 
ri«:  be  agitated  wittto^at-  prejudice  to  the 
piiblic  intereift.  With  respect  to  any  pro* 
mises  that  were  said  to  have  been  made 
by  Mr.  PitI  or  myself,  I  deny  that,  during 
the  discttsston  Of  the  question  of  union, 
th*!re  were  any,  which  Could  fetter  the 
judgment  of  government,  or  of  the  parlia« 
ment.  No  protn ise  whatever  of  the  nature 
of  a  pledge  had  been  gif^ti;  and  never 
was  there  a  legi^ature  less  fettered,  than 
"the  legislature  of  that  day,  respectmg  the 
Catholics.  No  idea  wa«  even  held  out 
that  the  Catholics  could  found  a  claim  in 
any  principle  of  right.  It  was  stated  to 
be  a  question  of  policy,  but  rto  question  or 
daito-of  right.  And  the  only  coiwider- 
ation  in  discussing  the  subject,  was,  whe^^ 
ther  most  danger  would  arise  from  grant- 
ing, or  from  denying  certain  indulgence$ 
to  the  Catholics.  We  always  deprecated 
the  idea  of  pressing  these  claims  on  any 
ground  of  right ;  and  gave  notice  that  we 
should  oppose  any  application  of  that 
kind.    The  discussions  thatitb' 

OigitizecTby  ^    ~ 


591] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Mat  2$,  1808.— iSonum  Catholk  Petitkm.  [593 


ha?  undergone  hare  rendered  its  success 
more  improbable.  Government  have  regu- 
larly resisted  it.  There  was  not  constitu- 
tional ground  upon  which  these  claims 
could  stand.  No  new  arguments  could  be 
urged  in  their  favour.  The  Catholics  had 
even  promised  not  to  bring  forward  their 
claims  against  the  Protestant  feelings.  I 
will  appeal  even  to  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  whether  the  public  .dangers  are 
not  now  of  greater  magnitude  than  at  any 
fogmer  period  at  which  this  q^uestion  viras 
agitated  ?  They  say  that  the  policy  of  the 
question  is  varying  every  day^  and  thatdif- 
terent  measures  ought  to  be  adopted .  Was 
not  the  same  argument  applicable  when 
they  abandoned  their  own  bill  ?  Thus  they 
argue  against  their  own  conduct,  and  con- 
tend that  other  modes  should  be  followed 
than  those  which  they  practised  while  in 
tlie  ministry.  A  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Windham,)  has  also  loudly  declaimed 
against  recrimination,  and  yet  his  whole 
speech  was  a  desperate  attack  upon  my 
right  hon.  friend.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
however,  ought  to  consider  his  own  case 
before  he  attacked  others:  he  ought  to 
look  at  home  before  he  threw  stones.  It 
is  hard,  that  steady  men,  such  as  myself 
and  my  hon.  friends,  should  be  so  treated 
by  those  who  are  themselves  so  inconsist- 
ent. I  cannot  now,  more  than  formerly, 
reconcile  it  to  any  principle  of  duty  or 
consistency,  to  lend  my  support  to  this 
measure.  On  the  contrary^  I  think  it  m^ 
duty  to  discourage  the  entertaining  this 
question,  which  can  be  productive  (»f  no 
one  good  object,  but  may  occasion  much 
miscmef  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Windham,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
the  chapge  which  he  referred  to  was,  in 
the  feelings  of  many  of  the  Irish  Protes- 
'  tants  on  this  subject.  He  had  not  used 
any  argument  to  reconcile  his  own  con- 
duct with  respect  to  the  question,  nor  had 
he  thought  any  was  wanted.  When  he 
and  his  friends  attempted  to  keep  back 
the  subject,  they  had  aone  it  in  a  way  the 
most  conciliating  to  the  Irish  Catholics ; 
and  if  the  question  should  be  pressed,  they 
bad  reserved  to  themselves  a  right  to 
speak  and  vote  upon  it,  as  they  had  ever 
done. 

Lord  Henry  Petty. — Sir,  I  entirely  con- 
cur with  the  right  hon.  gent,  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  who  has  recommended  us  to  fol- 
low the  tempende  example  of  the  eloquent 
mover  of  the  question ;  but  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  I  do  not  think  his  friends  seem  to 
have  profited  by  his  admonition.    If  he 


meant  by '  temperate',  that  we  should  allow 
much  to  the  feelings  of  the  parties  now 
before  us,  that  we  should  use  towards  Ire^ 
land  a  conciliatory  tone,  if  we  did  not  giv« 
her  satisfactory  redress,  it  was  somewhat 
strange  to  receive  her  complaints  not  witb 
arguments,  not  with  reason,  but  by  con- 
temptuous silence.  Whatever  may  be  my 
opinion  respecting  that  country,  I  cannot 
bring  myself  to  adopt  that  system,  actu- 
ated as  I  am  by  a  feeling  of  public  duty 
and  of  public  exigency ;  but  if  I  had  not 
such  powerful  i:eason8  to  stimulate  me, 
vet  there  is  one  observation,  which  I  have- 
heard  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  which 
imperiously  calls  for  an  early  refutation. 
The  observation  was  directed  to  the  sup- 
posed inconsistency  of  the  late  administra- 
tion. It  was  asked*,  why  they  now  brought 
forward  a  question  which  they  had  aban- 
doned when  in  power?  Why,  sir,  they 
did  not  bring  it  forv^ard  th^n,  nor  do  they 
bring  it  forward  now — ^no  party  or  indivi- 
dual in  this  house  has  brought  it  foi'Ward 
— the  petitions  of  a  whole  people,  now 
upon  your  table,  bring  it  forward  ;  and  if 
me  noble  lord  would  1^  particulariy  grati- 
fied by  it,  I  would  tell  him  tl^ey  neither 
felt  nor  expressed  a  wish  that  it  should  be 
brought  forward.  But  though,  looking  to> 
the  probability  of  its  progro^  they  could 
not  advise  its  being  presented,  they  might- 
still  consider  ,  themselves,  as  honourable 
men,  bound  not  to  fly  from  a  principle 
they  had  once  profess^.  I  might  sajr 
now«  as  I  should  have  said  then,  to  the* 
Catholics  of  Ireland :  M  do  not  recom- 
mend your  urging  your  petition  now ;  but 
since  it  has  been  urged,  I  will  support  it 
strenuously  by  my  vote,  my  speech,  and 
my  interest  I  have  told  you  I  thought 
your  case  just:  I  think  so  still ;  and  when- 
ever it  is  discussed  I  will  assist  it.'  But 
the  noble  lord  asked  :  '  Why  did  you  not 
do  so  when  in  power?'  And,  sir,  who 
shall  tell  me  we  aid  not  do  so  ?  Who  shall 
tell  me  we  did  not  implicitly  guard  our- 
selves against  deserting  the  Koman  Ca- 
tholics, if  their  petition  should  be  present- 
ed ?  And  while  we  told  them  we  did  not 
think  it  would  be  prudent  to  present  it,  we 
endeavoured  to  express  towards  them  and 
towards  Ireland,  a  conduct  which  might 
evince  our  sincerity,  and  deserve  their 
confidence.  But,  you  are  the  friends  of 
the  Catholics  also,  it  seems ;  and  how  do 
you  prove  it  ?  Why,  by  forgetting  them 
in  toto ;  by  forgettinsr  the.  existence  of 
one  fourth  of  the  population  of  the  united 
empire  \  by  putting  their  claims  into  your 
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pockets  and  your  cabinets^  aiid  locking  up 
your  priociples  and  opinions,  as   weu  as 
tbeir  claims  and  interests,  until  it  suits 
your  convenience  to  bring  them    once 
again  to  light  I  What !  sir,  was  this  treat- 
ing ^  people  with  dignity,  or  decency,  or 
likely  to  conciliate  or  convince  them  ?  But, 
the  noble  lord  comes  down  again  with  his 
stale  charge  of  inconsistency,  which  he  is 
80  well  qualified  to  adduce!  what  was  his 
course  in  similar  cases?  Why,  at  first,  so 
strong  were  the  scruples  of  his  conscience, 
that,  as  a  disappointed  friend,  and  pro- 
fessed advocate  and  party  to  their  unsuc- 
cessful  claims,  he  quitted   office   at  the 
union  ;  he  then  had  a  taste  of  opposition, 
and  shortly  returned  to  power,  without  a 
s'mgle    concession    being    made !    Well, 
there  he  now  sits,  and  here  are  the  iden- 
tical claimants,  with  the  identical  claims, 
to  which  he  had  before  expressed  himself 
so  resolutely  attached  ;  ana  what  does  he 
say  to  them  ?  '  Oh  !  thank  you,  my  friends, 
I  was  dupe  enough  to  leave  office  on  your 
account  once,  but  here  I  am  once  more, 
and  never  will  I  incur  the  same  risk  again, 
for  I  know  by  experience  how  mischievous 
It  is  to  have  an  opinion  about  you  ;  and 
never  will  I  again  express  an  opinion/ 
Such  is  the  consistency  of  the  noble  lord  ! 
I  wish,  as  much  as  any  man,  that  the  state 
of  Ireland  was  such  as  to  admit  of  such 
versatility  in  politics.      I  wish  it  was  a 
picture  over  wl\ich  a  veil  might  be  drawn 
?it  pleasure  :  but,  alas !  we  have  had  suf- 
ficient and   melancholy  proofs  that  it  is 
otherwise.     The  petition  is  supported  on  a 
principle  of  faith.     At  the  union,  a  tacit 
promise  had  been  given  to  the  Catholics, 
that,  on  the  completion  of  that  event,  their 
claims  would  find  at  least  a  favourable  re- 
ception.   The  acts  of  the  government,  the 
language,  the  prospects  held  out  to  the 
people  of  Ireland,  all  confirmed  them  in 
this  expectation.     You  will  not  deny  to 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  that  they  express 
the  sentiments  of  four  millions  of  people. 
You  will   not,  you  cannot  deny,  that,  on 
every  principle  of  reason,  justice,  and  com- 
mon sense,  thev  are  entitled  to  an  equal 
participation  of  rights  and  privileges  with 
their  protestant  fellow-subjects.    If  this 
your  opinion  be  with  them,  why  is  the 
vote  that  declares  that  opinion  to  be  against 
them?    I    will  not    characterize   such   a 
vote,  but  I  will  ask  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Canning)  Whether  that  vote  may 
not  be  suspected  to  be  the  result  of  a 
mean,     personal,    time-serving   policy  ? 
In  the  vote  which  1  am  about  to  give. 
Vol.  Xi. 


I  feel,  at  least,,  that  I  am  not  actuated 
by    any    base    motive,    and    upon    that 
score  can   I  submit  myself   with    pride 
to  the  judgment  of  the  nation. i    Well  and 
truly  has  it  been  said,  that  there  was  no 
time  at  which   the   question    should  be 
allowed  to  lie  dormant.     Yet  we  are  told 
these  claims  have   been  finally  rejected. 
Can  the  word  '  final'  be  applied  to  a  sub- 
ject which  must  be  necessarily  viewed  in 
a  ditfcrent  light  every  day  ?   Have  there 
been  no  fluctuations  m  the  public  mind  ? 
Have  no  events  connected  with  it  disturbed 
the  peace  and  impaired  the  resources  of 
the  country  ?  Does  nothing  depend  on  the 
progressive  conviction  of  those  very  Pro- 
testants who  have  the  best  means  of  ob- 
serving, and  the  deepest  interest  in  adopt- 
ing, the  course  which  true  policy  xlictates  ; 
who  now  demand  for  their  Catholic  bre- 
thren a  participation  in  the  privileges  of 
the  constitution  under  whicli  they   live, 
^nd  for  which  they  fight  ?  If  they  on  the 
spot  have  seen  reason  to  change  their  opi-r 
nions,  why  may  not  those  on  this  side   of 
the  water  also  change  theirs  ?    But,  the 
noble  lord  has  thought  proper  to  descant 
on  the  deplorable  state  of  Europe.    I  shall 
refer  to  it  also.     Look  to  the  continent ; 
to  France,  to  Germany  ;  to  Spain.     See 
there,  ye  friends  of  toleration  !  what  the 
power  of  the  Pope  has  done  !  See  there 
the  dynasties  which  the  omnipotence  of 
the  Vatican  has  founded  !  It  is  doubtless 
under  the  bulls  of  Rome  that  the  German 
empire  has  fallen  prostrate,  and  mouldered 
in  the  dust  of  its   foundation  ;  it  is  by 
some  strange  caprice  and  ungrateful  crur 
elty  to  her,  that  his  most  faithful  majesty 
the  king  of  Portugal  is  driven  into  exile, 
to  make  room  for  more  pious  and  obedient 
votaries  of  the  Papal  See  !     Oh  !  intro- 
duce not  this  all-subduing  despotism  into 
Ireland.     Alas,  sir,  is  the  humbled,  sinew- 
less, defenceless  Pope,  to  be  set  up  inthes© 
days  as  a  bugbear,  by  which  enlightened 
m^n  are  to  be  deterred  from  allowing  to 
Catholics  the  privileges  of  freemen  ?     But 
even  that  pretence  is  taken  away.     The 
Irish  Catholics  renounce   the   temporary 
supremacy  of  the  Pope  ;  they  renounce, 
and  that  by  your  own  admission,  and  in 
your  own  words,  all  that  you  state  to  be 
the  subject  of  alarm.     '  Ireland  is  preju- 
diced,' you  say ;  and  who  are  you  to  thank 
for  it  ?  Is*  it  owing  to  the  character  of  the 
people,  or  to  your  system  that  prejudices, 
relaxed  in  other  coimtries,  are  there,  and 
there    alone,    deeply    and    inveterately 
rodted  ?  But  when  ministers  hear  that  Ire* 
,     2Q 
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land  is  not  satisBed,  and  hear  also  that 
projects  of  relief  and  conciliation  are  in 
progress,  is  it  wise,  or  just,  or  politic,  to 
deny  and  ta  insult  them  ?  But  I  cannot 
separate  the  consideration  of  this  propo- 
sition from  the  plans  of  those  who  oppose 
It.  They  propose  to  deny  education  and 
instruction  to  the  Catholics  while  they 
remain  such,  and  expose  the  mass  of  them 
to  ignorance,  to  purchase  the  conversion 
of  a  few.  This  alone  would  be  sufficient 
to  determine  my  vote.  But  let  them  re- 
member that  a  dreadful  crisis  is  approach- 
ing. Every  attempt  at  conversion  by  per- 
secution has  been  made  in  vain.  If  Ire- 
land has  been  in  a  state  of  progressive 
improvement  and  loyalty  from  a  few  con- 
ciliating aots  ;  if  her  people  have  gradu- 
ally become  better  subjects,  why,  do  you 
imagine  more  indulgence  will  incline 
them  to  forget  the  oath  you  have  always 
admitted  them  to  take  i  6r  do  you  make 
the  experiment  at  the  very  instant  of 
ilange^  ? 

'  Secandm  marmora 
Looat  sub  ipsum  furens,  et  sepulohri 
Immemor,  struts  domos.' 

In  what  I  have  said,  I  have  not  been  so 
much  actuated  by  the  hope  of  producing  a 
conviction,  which,  if  any  thing  can,  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  member  must 
have  done  ;  but  from  a  desire  to  evince, 
at  least  the  respect  I  feel  for  the  wishes  of 
a  fourth  part  of  our  fellow-subjects  who 
are  still  without  the  pale  of  the  constitution, 
»nd  the  desire  I  have  of  leaving  no  dis- 
tinction in  the  state,  but  between  the 
fiiends  and  enemies  of  the  country. 

Sir  John  Cox  Hippisiey  observed,  that  as 
a  noble  viscount  near  him  (lord  Pollington) 
had  been  the-  only  speaker  who  hsS,  as 
yet,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  expressed 
any  apprehension  of  the  danger  pf  the 
proposed  concessions,  he  trusted  his  lord- 
ship'a  mind  would  be  greatly  relieved  by 
adverting  to  the  numerous  authorities 
which  had  been  cited  in  favour  of  the 
principles  of  Roman  Catholics  ;  and,  on  a 
question  of  this  nature,  he  trusted  that  the 
house  would  be  of  opinion  that  those  au- 
thorities had  a  claim  to  particular  atten- 
tion, which'  were  derived  from  distin- 
guished prelates  of  the  established  church, 
hjir  J.  H.  then  quoted  a  passage  from  the 
bishop  of  LandalPs  preface  to  hia  Theolo- 
gical Collections  :  *  The  ruling  powers,  in 

*  Protestant  and  Catholic  states,^  says  his 
lordship,  'begin,  at  len^h,  everywhere 

♦  to  perceive,  that  an  uniformity  of  senti- 
^  me^ts  in  matters  of  religioni  is  a  circum- 


*  stance  impossible  to  be  obtained.  They 
'  perceive  too,  that  a  diversity  of  religious 
'  opinions  may  subsist  among  the  subjects 
'  of  the  same  state,  without  endangering 
'  the  commonwealth ;  and  they  begin  to 
'  think  it  reasonable,  that  no  man  should 

*  be  abridged  in  the  exercise  of  natural 
'  rights,  on  the  score  of  religion.'  Again, 
the  same  venerable  prelate  has  said,  in  his 
publication  intitled,  '  A  Speech  intended 
to  have  been  spoken  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
on  the  28th  of  November,  1 803.'     '  If  any 

one  should  contend,  that  this  is  not  tha 
time  for  government  to  make  concessions 
to  Ireland,  I  wish  him  to  consider  whe*- 
ther  there  is  any  time  in  which  it  is  im* 
proper  for  either  individuals  or  jiations  to 
do  justrce  ; — any  season  improper  for  ex^ 
tinguishing    animosity  ;    any    occasion 
more  suitable  than  the  present,  for  put- 
ting an  end  to  heart-burnings  and  inter- 
nafl  discontent  ?'-T-The  late  Dr.  Horsley, 
bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  in  the  debate  on  the 
Catholic   Petition,    in    1805,    observed,* 
I  do  not  hold  that  there  is  any  thing  in 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion  at  variance 
with  the  principles  of  loyalty.     I  do  not 
believe  that  any  Roman  Catholic  of  the 
present  day  thinks  himself  at  liberty  not 
to  keep  faith  with  heretics,  not  bound  by 
his  oath  to  a  Protestant  government^  or 
that  the  Pope  can  release  him  fVom  the 
obligation  of  his  oath  of  allegiance  to  his 
sovereign.    I  had'  said  his  lordship,  '  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  questions  pro- 
posed, and  the  answers  returned  by  the 
foreign  universities,  in  which  those  abo* 
minable  principles'  [the  deposing  and 
dispensing    power]    *  vi'ere    most     com-' 
pletely  and  unanimously  reprobated  by 
those  learned  bodies  to  which  the  ques- 
tions were  propounded,  and  I  am  per-> 
suaded  the  Roman  Catholics  are  sincere 
in  their  disavowal  and  abjuration  of  those 
pernicious   maxims.     I    hold    that   the 
Roman    Catholics   of  this  country  are 
dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  of  his  majesty^* 
— Sir  J.  H.  then  adverted  to  a  Charge  dfe- 
livered  to  the  clergy  of  his  diocese  by  the 
bishop  of  Norwich,  in  1 806,  in  which  that 
learned  prelate  most  justly  and  liberally 
observed,  speaking  ef  the  Catholics, « That 
'  their  conduct,  and  the  unequivocal  decla^ 
'  rations  made  by  them,  in  a  variety  of 
'  publications,  are  strongly  expressive  of 
'  their  total  disapprobation  of  compulsioa 
'  in  religion.    And  that  it  would  be  veiy 
'  unfair  to  involve  in  the  gpilt  of  the  iriis- 

*  See  vol.  iv.  p.  795, 
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'  ^guided  zealots  of  former  days,  a  body  of 

•  men  of  a  far  different  description,  to  whom 

•  it  is  our  duty,  and  should  be  our  incli- 
'  nation,  to  shew  every  mark  of  benevo- 

•  lence,  both  as  brethren,  and  as  deserving 

•  fellow-subjects/ — Sir  J.  H.  regretted  that 
the  impatience  of  the  house  seemed  to 
check  his  proceeding  to  give  other  more 
enlarged  quotations  from  that  inestimable 
record  of  Christian  charity  and  moderation, 
00  admirably  suited  to  inculcate  the  most 
wholesome  truths  at  the  present  crisis.  Sir 

'  J.  H.  then  proceeded  to  state,  that  he  had 
received,  by  that  day's  post,  as  he  found 
many  other  members  also  had  received,  an 
mnonymous  circular  paper  reflecting  on  the 
character  and  conduct  of  Dr.  Milner,  who, 
in  a  former  debate,  had  also  been,  and  with 
as  little  foundation,  attacked  by  a  learned 
member  of  that  house,  on  account  of  a 
work  intitled,  «  The  Case  of  Conscience/ 
■ — Dr.  Milner  had  been  fully  vindicated  on 
that  occasion  by  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  below  him  (Dr.  Laurence) ;  and  on 
the  present  occasion,  sir  J.  H.  contended, 
it  was  not  less  a  debt  of  justice  due  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  titular  metropolitans  of 
Ireland,  than  to  Dr.  Milner  himself,  to  ex- 
amine how  far  the  facts  alledged  against 
him  were  intitled  to  credit,  and,  conse- 
quently, objects  of  censure.  Dr.  Milner 
was  himself  a  prelate  of  the  Roman  com- 
munion, and  was  formally  accredited  to 
this  country  by  those  prelates,  as  the 
orffan  of  their  sentiments,  to  treat  in  their 
behalf,  if  any  such  treaty  became  neces- 
sary, and  to  propose  or  assent  to  such  mea- 
sures as  might  eventually  be  connected 
with  the  objects  of  the  present  important 
discussion.  A  proposition  stated  by  his 
right  hon.  friend  who  moved  the  question, 
and  certainly  of  the  greatest  importance, 
had  been  introduced  to  the  house,  on  the 
authority  of  Dr.  Milner, — in  proportion, 
therefore,  as  censure  attached  to  the  con- 
duct of  Dr.  Milner,  it  might  be  reflected 
on  his  constituents.  Whatever  might  be 
the  merit  or  demerit  of  Dr.  Milntyr's  recent 
publication,  from  which  the  passage  in  the 

^  circulated  paper  had  been  garbled,'as  on  a 
former  occasion,  without  any  regard  to  the 

-  context,  a  reference  to  it,  in  the  book  itself, 
would  afibrd  the  best  defence  that  could 
be  made  for  this  respectable  ecclesiastic, 
whose  reputation  was  thus  anonymously 
•  attacked  on  the  subject  of  his  represen- 
tation of  the  mode  of  administering  an  oath 
in  Ireland ;  and  with  respect  to  the  2nd 
char^,  of  his  bein^  accessary  to  the  re- 
printmg,  by  subscription,  the  f  Errata  of 


the  Protestant  Bible  ;'  Dr.  Milner  was  in 
no  way  privy  to  that  publication,  which 
had  been  undertaken  before  his  arrival  in' 
Ireland,  although  he  is  charged  with  tak- 
ing over  the  old  edition,  expressly  for  the 
purpose  of  publishing  it.  Nor  was  it  by 
the  authority  ofany  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
prelates  that  the  republication  had  taken 
place,  notwithstanding  many  of  the  clerey 
had  subbcribed,  on  the  application  of  the 
bookseller  who  published  it.  At  the  same 
time,  it  was  fair  to  observe,  that  an  expo« 
sition  of  Catholic  principles  was  subjoined 
to  that  publication,  which  might  justly 
challenge  the  approbation  of  the  warmest 
friends  of  the  Establishment,  as  containing 
the  most  pointed  abjuration  of  every  dan- 
gerous •r  obnoxious  tenet  which  had  ever 
been  ascribed  to  Catholics,  and  which  no 
Catholic  will  conscientiously  refuse  to 
make.  This  supplementary  exposition 
had  been  drawn  up  by  Gother,  an  eccle- 
siastic of  the  Roman  communion,  and  of 
whose  writings  sir  J.  H.  related  this  anec« 
dote  :  that  the  present  bishop  of  £lphin> 
(the  brother  of  a  noble  and  learned  lord) 
had,  in  one  of  his  publications,  observed, 
'  By  far  the  greatest  part  of.  the  popula- 
'  tion  of  my  diocese  are  Roman  Catholics^ 

*  1  know,  says  his  lordship/  '  I  cannot 
'  make  them  good  Protestants ;  I  therefore 
'  wish  to  make  good  Catholics  of  them ;  and 
'  with  this  intention,  I  put  into  their  bands 
^  the  works  of  Gother,  an  eminent  Catholic 
'  divine.*  This  was  a  conduct  at  once 
consistent  with  liberality  and  the  soundest 
policy.  The  same  respectable  prelate,  in 
the  debate  on  the  Catholic  Bill  in  1793, 
candidly  admitted,  that  '  speculative  dif- 
'  ferences  in  some  points  of  faith  were  of 
'  no  account.  His  Roman  Catholic  bre- 
'  thren  and  himself  had  but  one  religion, 
'  — the  religion  of  Christians ;  and  that, 
'  without  justice  to  the  Catholics,  there 
'  could  be  no  security  for  the  Protestant 

*  Establishment.' — Sir  J.  H.  then  made 
some  observations  on  the  contrasted  Cate- 
chisms of  the  Protestant  incorporated  So- 
ciety and  the  general  Catechism  of  the 
Romdn  Catholic  titular  metropolitans : 
the  one  but  too  evidently  inculcating  an 
abhorrenceof  their  Catholic  brethren;  the 
other,  instilling  the  principles  of  christian 
charity,  and  loyalty  to  the  established  go- 
vernment. It  was  to  be  regretted,  he  ob- 
served, that  those  societies,  estal^lished  no 
doubt  with  the  most  laudable  design,  should 
have  fallen  into  a  course  so  ill  adapted, 
on  Christian  principles,  to  promote  their 
object.    Sir  J.  H.  then  reverted  to  the 
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charges  brought  by  Dr.  Duigenan  against 
Dr.  Mllner,  on  account  of  his  publication 
of  his  '  Case  of  Conscience,'  from,  which 
tract  he  had  quoted  an  insulated  passage, 
without  reference  to  the  context,  giving  it 
the  complexion  of  a  most  offensiye  and 
dangerous  doctrine  with  respect  to  the 
obligations  of  an  oath  :  whereas  a  much 
celebrated  dignitary  of  the  established 
church,  the  late  chancellor  of  Winchester, 
who  was  known  to  have  been  long  opposed 
to  Dr.  Milner  in  the  field  of  theological 
controversy,  had  expressed  an  opinion  of 
the  same  tract  very  different  from  that  of 
the  learned  gent,  opposite.  In  a  letter, 
sir  J.  H.  observed  that  he  had  the  grati- 
fication to  receive  from  the  late  Dr.  Stur- 
ges,  and.  from  which,  with  the  permission 
of  his  hon.  friend  on  the  treasury  bench, 
who  stood  in  so  near  and  tender  a  relation 
to  that  truly  respectable  divine,)  he  would 
beg  to  read   an  extract.     '  Dr.   Milner's 

*  pamphlet  on  the  king's  oath,'  says  Dr. 
Sturges,  '  is  able  and  unanswerable  ;  the 

*  Catholics,  I  think,  are  obliged  to  me  for 
'  calling  forth  his  Letters  to  a  Prebendary, 
'  written  against  me,  which  I  see  are  fre- 
'  quently  referred  to  as  a  work  of  high  au- 
'  thority.'  Sir  J.  H.  proceeded  to  make 
some  observations  on  the  concordat  be- 
tween the  government  of  France  and  the 
see  of  Rome,  in  1801,  many  of  the  restric- 
tions' of  which  were,  in  point  of  fact,  con- 
ceded by  Leo  the  tenth  in  his  concor- 
dat with  Francis  the  first,  and  the  subse- 
quent regulations  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, as  far  as  thev  respect  the  admission 
and  registration  of  rescripts,  &c.  from  the 
see  of  Rome,  are  the  same  as  were  insti- 
tuted under  the  old  regime  of  the  Gallican 
church,  viz.  that '  no  bull,  rescript,  decree, 

*  nor  other  missive  from  the  see  of  Rome, 

*  shall  be  received,  published,  or  otherwise 

*  put  in  force,  without  the  authority  of  the 
'  government.*  Our  government,  of  course, 
are  free  to  institute  similar  restrictions, 
which  might  materially  tend  to  quiet  the 
apprehensions  of  the  most  scrupulous, 
whenever  the  see  of  Rome  should  be  con- 
sidered as  acting  under  a  hostile  influence, 
and  become  an  object  of  justifiable  suspi- 
cion. Such  were  unquestionably  the  regu- 
lations from  the  time  of  Francis  the  first, 
established  as  guards  against  a  foreign  in- 
fluence, but  practically,  it  was  seldom,  if 
ever,  found  necessary  to  resort  to  that 
control.  The  ecclesiastical  constitution 
of  France  also  provided  both  a  Lutheran 
and  Calvinistical  establishment,  with  their 
relative  synods,  &c.    But  with  respect  to 


the  Catholic  communion,  the  address,  pre« 
facing  the  act  of  establishment,  declares 
'  That  the  Catholic  religion   is  that  of  a 
'  vast  majority  of  the  French  nation  ;  to 
'  abandon  so  powerful  an  engine,  therefore, 
'  would  be  to  desire  the  first  ambitious 
'  knave,  or  unsuccessful  demagogue,  who 
'  wished  to  convulse  France  anew,  to  seize 
'  it,  and  direct  it  against    his  country.' 
The  application  to  the  case  of  Ireland 
was  but  too  obvious. — Sir  J.  H.  then  ob- 
served, that  he  could  not  on  this  occasion 
tbrbear  citing  the  authority  of  that  great 
statesman   Mr.  Pitt,  who  decidedly  ad- 
mitted the  general  loyalty  of  the  Catholics, 
and  denied  that  the  rebellion  of  1798  was 
a  Catholic  rebellion ;  adding  also,  'That 
'  whatever  checks  he  had  had  in  contem- 
'  plation  heretofore,  they  did  not  apply  to 
'  the  Catholics,  as  Catholics,  but  such  tests 
'  as  should  be  a  security  again^  the  prin- 
'  ciples  on  which  the  rebellion  originated.* 
— ^As  the  house  seemed  to  express  much 
impatience    for  the  question,  sir  J.    HI 
begged   to  remind  them,   that  although 
twenty  years  had  elapsed  since  hts  first 
introductioh  to  a  seat  in  that  house,  he  had 
rarely  trespassed  on  their  patience  ;  but 
on  the  present  occasion  he  could  noi  re- 
concile himself  to  a  silent  vote,  and  the 
extracts  he  had  adduced,  he  felt,  were 
entitled  to  the  most  serious   attention  of 
those  who  questioned  the  justice  and  polic^ 
of  the  proposed  concessions.     He  had  con- 
fined the  authorities  quoted,  to  such  opi- 
nions chiefly  as  had  been  given   on   this 
subject,  by  distinguished  prelates  of  the 
Established   Church,   and   which   indeed 
might  have  been  multiplied,  with  undimi- 
nished force,  to  an  extent  little  suited  to 
the  present  disposition  of  the  house.     H^ 
then  expressed  his  regret  that  the  learned 
doctor,  who,  on  a  former  occaJsion,  brought 
down  so  many  antiquated   documents  in 
his  hand,  had  not,  on  the  present  occasion, 
delivered  his  sentiments,  as  sir  J.  H.  was 
fully  prepared  to  have  replied  to  him. — '- 
He  begged  also  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, (who  had  on  a  preceding  night 
contended  that  religious  toleration  should 
be  excluded  from  any  aids  derived  from 
the  public  purse)  to  recollect  that  we  had, 
at  this  moment,  both  Lutheran  and  Calvi- 
nistical churches  and  preachers  established 
within  the  precincts  of  St.  James's  palace, 
paid  from  the  tiiW  list,  and  wisely  so  in 
his  opinion,  although  the  right  hon.  gent, 
must  be  aware  that  the  communion  of  the 
Lutheran,  as  well  as  the  Catholic,  main- 
tained the  red  presence  in  the  sacrament; 
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This  speculative  tenet,  nevertheless,  had 
not  been  considered  as  a  bar  to  state  pro- 
vision which  had  been  made  for  those  pro- 
fessing it,  and  which  had  existed  from  the 
days  of  queen  Anne,  when  it  was  first  esta- 
blished. It  Was  incumbent  on  the  house 
also  to  recollect  that  Roman  Catholics 
bad  sat  and  voted  in  parliament  during 
four  successive  reigns  since  the  period  of 
the  reformation. — With  this  observation 
he  should  conclude,  giving  his  hearty 
concurrence  in  the  question  for  going  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  in  which 
this  important  subject  might  be  more  ade- 
quately considered. 

Mr.  W,  Elliot, — Sir;  in  supporting  this 
motion,  I  earnestly  wish  to  abstain  from 
every  thing  like  warmth  or  personality,  in 
conformity  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  who,  with  such  forci- 
ble arguments  and  splendid  eloquence, 
opened  this  debate.  I  do  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  into  any  discussion  on 
the  genei*al  topic  ;  but,  in  consequence  of 
what  has  fallen  from  mv  noble  friend  op- 
posite (lord  Castlereagh),  merely  to  ad- 
vert to  the  circumstance  of  the  Union,  of 
which  I  may  be  supposed  to  have  some  of- 
ficial knowledge ;  and  the  nature  of  the 
expectation  held  out  to  the  Catholics,  in 
order  to  conciliate  their  acquiescence  in 
that  measure.  My  noble  friend  has  said,, 
that  no  pledge  was  given  to  the  Catholics, 
that  their  full  emancipation  was  to  be  the 
immediate  consequence  of  this  measure, 
in  consideration  of  their  support.  It  is 
true,  indeed,  that  no  bond  was  given  to 
the  Catholics  on  that  point ;  but  there 
were  certainly  expectations,  and  some- 
thing like  promises  held  out  to  them, 
which,  in  my  mind,  ought  to  be  more 
binding  than  a  bond.  And  so  strongly 
was  this  idea  felt  by  my  noble  friend,  by 
my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Canning),  and 
by  a  right  hon.  gent,  now  no  more  (Mr. 
Pitt),  that  they  quitted  office  because 
they  could  not  cairy  the  measure ;  and 
when,  upon  Mr.  Pitt's  return  to  office,  he 
opposed  the  going  into  the  committee,  it 
was  not  from  any  objection  to  the  mea- 
sure, but  to  the  time.  I  therefore  think, 
that  my  noble  friend  and  my  right  hon. 
friend,  must  both  feel  themselves  in  an 
aukward  situation  this  night,  under  the 
opposition  they  have  given  to  the  mea- 
sure. The  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  when  attorney  general  in 
1 805,  opposed  it,  upon  the  ground  that  it 
would  be  an  infringement  of  the  arti- 
cles of  the  uman^  by  one  df  KMch  It  was 


expressly  stipulated,  that  the  protestant 
religion  should  be  supported  in  Ireland. 
The  framers  of  the  act  must  have  been 
stupid  indeed,  if  the  language  of  the  sta- 
tute was  to  be  construed  to  preclude  a 
measure,  which  was  expressly  understood 
to  be  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  union. 
My  noble  and  right  hon.  friends  upon  the 
pledge  of  not  agitating  the  qulestion,  to 
which  they  had  declared  themselves  fa- 
vourable, had  come  into  office  in  place  of 
those  who  would  not  have  refiised  the 
discussion,  and  still  profess  to  maintain 
their  former  good  wishes  towards  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  their  desire  to  conciliate  them. 
Bat,  I  appeal  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
house,  whether,  the  restoration  of  Mr. 
Gifiard  to  office,  the  refusal  of  the  usual 
grant  to  Maynooth  college,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  learned  gentleman,  whom 
he  would  not  now  name  (Dr.  Duigenan)  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Irish  privy  council, 
were  symptoms  of  a  system  of  conciliation 
towards  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  the  house  will  go  into  a  com- 
mittee and  discuss  the  subject,  and  say 
whether  the  penal  laws  against  the  Catho- 
lics ought  or  ought  not  to  be  continued. 
And,  although  the  right  hon.  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer,  and  the  right  hon. 
and-  learned  gent,  lately  appointed  to  the 
Irish  privy  council,  may  not  be  favourable 
to  the  measure,  I  trust  the  wisdom  of  the 
house  will  see  the  policy  of  conciliating 
the  affection  and  confidence  of  the  Irish 
people,  and  thus  lay  up  a  store  of  strength 
for  the  empire  against  the  hour  of  danger. 
Mr.  Wilbaforce, — I  entirely  approve,  sir, 
of  the  calmness  and  moderation  recom- 
mended by  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  open- 
ed this  debate,  in  a  speech  replete  with 
the  most  splendid  eloquence.  I  do  not 
mran  to  attempt  to  follow  him  throughout 
the  whole  of  his  argunaents.  But,  with  re- 
spect to  the  time,  I  do  not  think  the  pre- 
sent a  proper  one,  if  there  were  no  other 
reason  than  that  it  is  impossible  now  to 
carry  the  measure.  If  the  gentlemen  oppo- 
site knew  thatftny  could  carry  it,  I  grant 
it  would  be  a  good  time.  But  as  they  must 
be  certain  of  the  contrary,  I  thmk  we 
ought  not  to  go  one  step  farther  in  this  dis- 
cussion. I  consider  it  in  the  higher  de- 
gree inogjedient,  in  times  like  these,  to 
raise  the  hopes  of  the  Catholics,  when 
there  exists  r\pt  a  single  Chance  of  our  be- 
ing enabled  to'  gi^Sitify  them.  I  sincerely 
deprecate  a  useless  discussion,  by  whichj 
in  the  present  temper  of  the  house,  in  the 
trarfnth  of  those  party  feelings  which  have 
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mai'ked  its  debates  throughout  the  session^ 
and  in  which  every  question  called  forth 
personalities  and  mutual  recriminations^ 
no  other  end  could  be  answered  than 
that  of  exciting  new  discontents  among 
those,  whose  Petition  it  is  now  proposed 
to  discuss  in  a  committee.  The  right  hon. 
gent  who  opened  the  debate,  has  not  had 
so  good  an  opportunity  as  myself  of  know- 
ing the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land on  this  subject :  and,  as  far  as  ray 
experience  goes,  those  sentiments  are  not 
favourable,  but  the  contrary.  The  people 
of  Scotland  are  also,  so  far  as  I  know, 
hostile  to  the  measure.  And  the  reason, 
I  am  persuaded,  why  petitions  have  not 
come  forward  from  various  quarters 
against  it,  is  because  it  has  been  univer- 
sally believed,  that  the  temper  of  piirlia- 
ment  itself  is  so  adverse  to  the  measure,  as 
to  leave  it  no  chance  of  success.  Sir,  it  is 
now  time  to  speak  out  The  popular 
feeling  in  this  country  is  decidedly  against 
the  measure ;  and  it  was  on  this  ground 
that  a  right  hon.  friend  of  mine,  now  no 
more,  declined  to  urge  it  further  on  a  for- 
mer occasion.  With  respect  to  the  ano- 
malous circumstance  of  a rrotestant  church 
establishment  in  Ireland,  supported  in  a 
great  degree  by  Catholics,  I  feel,  and  per- 
haps regret,  the  circumstance  as  sincerely 
as  any  man  :  but  it  is  inevitable.  I  also 
feel,  diat  to  grant  to  the  Catholics  their 
present  claims  would  by  no  means  satisfy 
them  completely ;  for  it  would  be  in  vain 
to  endeavour  to  reconcile  them  to  the  per- 
manent support  of  a  Protestant  church  es- 
tablishment. Successive  concessions,  so 
far  from  silencing,  have  only  stimulated 
them  to  fresh  demands.  Even  the  most 
sealous  reformer  could  scarcely  have  sup- 
posed that  so  many  concessions  to  the  Ca- 
tholics would  have  so  rapidly  succeeded 
the  first  granted  to  them.  I  fear  that  new 
concessions  now  would  but  occasion  new 
demands.  Measures,  which  tend  to  make 
a  fundamental  change  in  the  political  situ- 
ation of  a  great  country,  should  at  no  time 
be  hastily  adopted.  It  hooves  the  legis- 
lature cautiously  to  feel  its  way,  before  it 
consents  to  any  great  change  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution,  lest,  by  a  false 
titep,  mischief  the  most  irretrievable  might 
ensue.  The  language  held  by  my  right 
hon.  friend,  now  no  more,  when  talking  of 
the  measure  of  unioif,  or  with  respect  to 
Catholic  emancipation,  was,  that  the  union 
would  enable  the  legislature  of  this  coun- 
try either  to  grant  full  emancipation  to 
the  Catholics  with  greater  safety,  or  with- 


hold it  with  less  danger.  I  am  sore  the 
candid  mind  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Gra^tan)  will  admit,  that  Mr. 
Pitt  met  with  much  more  opposition  in 
the  popular  mind  than  he  had  appre- 
hended, and  that  this  had  induced  him  to 
relinquish  the  measure  entirely.  That 
mind  is  still  averse  to  it  And  for  these 
reasons,  I  shall  think  it  my  duty  to  resis( 
the  Catholic  claims,  although  I  have  a 
great  regard  for  their  welfiure.  I  have  every 
wish  to  promote  their  instruction.  Before 
I  sit  down,  I  must  observe  that  they  had 
themselves  promised  not  to  bring  this 
matter  forward — (No,  no,  no!  from  the 
Opposition.) — However  that  may  be,  see- 
ing that  the  time  and  circumstances  are 
unfavourable,  I  must  again  deprecate  all 
farther  discussion  on  the  subject. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  in  explanation. — 
What  I  stated  was,  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  myself  and  my  friends,  when  in 
office,  to  bring  the  Catholic  emancipation 
forward  as  a  cabinet  question.  But  that 
we  reserved  to  ourselves  the  right,  as 
members  of  parliament,  of  voting  in  its 
favour,  when  it  should  be  brought  forward 
by  others. 

Mr.  Richard  Martin. — I  confess,  sir,  I 
have  never  felt  more  pungent  regret  than 
at  the  discussion  of  this  evening.  Not- 
withstanding what  has  been  said  about 
moderation  and  calmness,  I  have  never 
heard  more  inflammatory  language,  uttered 
with  a  calm  voice  and  a  sermonic.  tone, 
than  what  has  come  from  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  house.  Nothing 
like  it  bias  been  uttered  for  a  century 
within  these  walls.  I  cannot  congratulate 
one  of  these  right  hon.  gentlemen  (Mr. 
Canning)  on  the  speech  which  he  has  made, 
on  the  sentiments  he  has  uttered,  or  on  • 
the  cheers  which  he  has  received.  What- 
ever may  be  his  feelings  of  triumph  on 
this  occasion,  I  do  not  envy  him.  From 
the  course  which  he  and  his  colleagues' 
have  chosen  to  take,  it  appears  to  me, 
however,  that  the  present  rejection  of  the 
Catholic  claims  may  be  considered  as 
final.  They  will  not  be  again  brouglit 
before  parliament:  let  them  mark  my 
prediction.  The  Catholics  will  ho  longer 
trust  you  with  the  bait  of  a  Petition.  They 
will  no  longer  expose  themselves  to  the 
mortification  and  insult  of  having  their 
Petition  rejected  without  even  a  discussion 
of  their  claims.  Nothing  can  be  more  ab- 
surd, or  more  distant  from  truth,  than  the 
assertion  that  the  Catholic  Petition  has  been 
brought  forward  by  a  party.  The  Catholics 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  L€ 


605] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  May  25,  1808.— -Roman  Catholic  PeiUioH. 


[600 


would  disdain  to  have  their  Petition  brought 
forward  by  any  party.  They  are  even  jea- 
lous of  my  right  hqn.  friend  (Mr.  Grat- 
tan).  When  the  cry  in  Ireland  was  union 
or  rebellion,  I  was  in  flavour  of  the  measure 
of  union  ;  but  I  have  since  learnt  that  it 
is  very  possible  to  have  a  rebellion  aft^r 
a  union.  The  Catholics  did  certainly 
lend  their  aid  to  support  the  union,  which 
could  not  be  carried  without  their  acqui- 
escence ;  and  they  as  certainly  did  so 
upon  an  understood  pledge  of  emancipa- 
tion. It  was  strictly  confided  in  by  the 
Catholics,  and  even  in  some  degree  acted 
upon  by  those  who  gave  it.  If  that  pledge 
were  now  to  be  abandoned,  the  compact 
with  the  Catholics  is  broken,  and  they 
have  a  rieht  to  claim  the  restoration  of 
their  parliament.  The  consequence  of 
this  impolitic  rejection  will  be,  that  the 
Catholics  will  join  the  Protestants,  who 
were  always  averse  from  the  union,  and 
with  others  who  have  since  become  equally 
so,  and  unite  their  endeavours  in  order  to 
procure  its  repeal. 

Mr.  G.  Ponsonby. — Sir ;  the  hon.  mem- 
ber who  spoke  last  but  one  (Mr.  Wilber- 
force),  made  a  declaration  which  gave  me 
much  satisfaction :  he  said,  '  that  it  was 
time  for  him  to  speak  out.'  Nothing  ever 
gave  me  moi*e  pleasure ;  for  in  hearing  his 
speeches,  I  confess  I  have  often  attended 
to  them,  but  could  never  ,yet  attain  his 
perfect  meaning.  At  the  same  time,  I 
must  confess,  that  there  was  some  part  of 
his  speech  which  rather  surprised  me. 
He  said,  that  he  was  a  prodigious  friend  to 
the  education  of  the  Catholics,  while  he 
was  an  enemy  to  their  claims  in  the  full 
extent  in  which  they  had  preferred  them. 
I  endeavoured  to  discover  what  was  the 
conduct  of  that  hon.  gent  upon  a  late  oc- 
casion, as  to  the  education  of  the  Catholic 
clergy,  and  I  find,  that  he  voted  for  the 
smaller  sum  instead  of  the  larger  for  that 
purpose.  Npw,  this  is  a  strange  mode  of 
shewing  his  wish  for  the  encouragement 
of  that  education.  He  acknowledged  that 
he  refused  to  grant  the  praypr  of  the  peti- 
tion, with  prodigious  pain  to  himself,  and 
yet  he  loaded  the  Catholics  with  all  sorts 
of  epithets.  I  never  saw  a  request  denied 
to  a  suppliant  with  more  apparent  cold- 
ness and  indifference  in  all  my  life.  But 
he  told  us,  there  were  circumstances  and 
occasions  when  it  was  very  unfit  to  discuss 
questions  of  this  sort,  and  that  they  were 
attended  with  infinite  mischief,  because  he 
is  convinced  that  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  and  of  Scotland,  are 


against  this  question.     Is  he  convinced,  ~ 
too,  that  the  majority  of  the  people  of  G. 
Britain  are  to  remain  at  all  times  of  the 
same  opinion  with  regard  to  it  ?  Is  he  per- 
suaded too,  that  the  best  method  he  can 
adopt,  in  order  to  induce  the  people  of 
England  to  agree  to  the  Irish  claims,  is  to 
withdraw  those   claims  and  not  permit 
them  to  be  discussed  ?  If  the  house  be  of 
opinion  that  they  are  reasonable  claims, 
then  ought  it  to  encourage  them  to  prefer 
them ;  if  it  be  of  opinion  that  these  claims 
can  only  prove  prejudicial  to  the  country, 
even  then  there  is  the  best  reason  afibrded 
for  repeated  discussion,  in  order  to  shew 
their  impropriety.     For  can  reason  con* 
quer  prejudice  but  by  discussion ;  and  how 
can  improvement  be  introduced  without 
debate  ?  Does  he  mean  to  say  that  no  part 
of  what  the  Catholics  require  can  be  yield- 
ed   to    them  ?    [Here   Mr.    Wilberforce 
shook  his  head.]     I  do  not  really  knc^ 
how  to  interpret  the  hon.  gent,  when  he 
shakes  his  head,  but  this  I  am  sure  of,  that 
the    ofiner   the  question  is  argued,  the 
sooner  will  they  obtain,  what  must  in  the 
end  be  yielded  to  them.     Were  they  not 
to  appeal  to  parliament  at  all,  or  to  en- 
lighten the  people  of  this  country,  how 
are  they  to  attain  what  they  require  r  Does 
he  believe  the  people  of  this  country  will 
acquiesce  the  more  readily  in  their  claim, 
if  tnat  claim  be  unaccompanied  by  discus- 
sion.    The  hon.  gent,  is  a  man  of  sense 
and  experience,  and  does  he  suppose  that 
so  great  a  part  of  the  population  of  the 
•country  will  ever  consent  to  a  contumeli- 
ous refnsal  of  what  they  think  a  reasona- 
ble claim  ?  It  has  been  said  that  this  was 
to  be   made  a  party  question.     I  never 
heard  so  much  nonsense  as  ha^  been  said 
upon  this  particular  point;  I  have  heard 
many  people  in  this  country  say,  *  Oh  ! 
were  it  not  for  the  agitation  of  this  ques- 
tion in  parliament,  and  also  the  motives  of 
some  individuals  wishing  to  bring  it  on, 
and  afterwards  wishing  it  to  be  kept  back, . 
we  should  hear  nothing  at  all  of  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland.'.   It  is  impossible  to  ima- 
gine that  so  stupid  a  notion  could  be  en- 
couraged.    It  is  really  the  greatest  degree 
of  absurdity  and  fatuity  that  I  ever  wit- 
nessed in  the  conduct  of  mankind  in  my 
life,  to  imagine  that  so  great  a  body  as  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  can  know  no   ^ood 
reason  why  they  should  not  be  admitted 
to  those  privileges  which  they  see  others 
enjoying,  'and  to  imagine  they  can  be  kept 
back  from  asserting  their  claims,  merely 
from  the  interference  of  this  or  the  other 
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party.  A  right  hon.  gent,  has  said,  that 
the  late  administration  wished  to  keep 
back  their  claims  when  they  were  in  of- 
fice :  and  when  they  were  out  of  it,  they 
wished  to  encourage  their  being  brought 
forward.  He  is  not  right,  however,  in  this 
assertion.  I  know  of  no  man  that  either 
wished  to  keep  it  back  when  in  office,  nor 
now  to  bring  it  forward  for  party  purposes. 
It  is  rather  hard  to  adduce  as  evidence  of 
our  inclination  to  keep  it  back  formerly, 
that  we  wish  to  bring  it  forward  now. 
It  is  absurd  to  suppose,  that  we,  who  had 
not  the  power  when  in  office  of  preventing 
that  body  from  urging  their  claims,  can 
now  have  the  power  of  preventing  them 
from  doing  so.  But,  sir,  that  hon.  gent 
has  given  no  other  reason  whatever  why 
the  Catholics  should  not  urge  their  claims, 
if  temporary  circumstances  Led  them  to 
suppose  it  was  convenient  for  them  to  do 
«dl  They  feel  their  own  importance  in 
the  empire,  and  think  they  have  a  just 
right  to  urge  this  house  to  comply  with 
their  request.  The  noble  lord  opposite 
said,  that  he  could  disclaim  any  imputa- 
tions of  a  personal  nature ;  for,  says  he,  I 
have  never  regarded  this  question  as  one 
that  ought  to  alfect  a  man's  situation  in 
office.  Thus  you  may  carry  this  question 
if  you  approve  of  it,  but  if  not,  you  must 
submit  it  to  its  fate.  In  short,  he  tells 
you  he  was  with  one  administration  be- 
cause they  approved,  and  with  another 
because,  they  disapproved  of  the  measure. 
On  such  grounds  I  do  not  see  how  he  can 
ever  be  out  of  office,  for  whether  such  a* 
petition  be  successful  or  unsuccessful,  it 
forms  a  good  reason  for  the  noble  lord  al- 
ways continuing  in  power.  He  farther 
says,  there  never  was  any  pledge  given  to 
the  Catholics  on  this  subject.  I  do  not, 
know  if  there  were,  as  I  never  troubled 
myself  as  to  pledges,  nor  what  were  the 
ineans  the  government  took  to  procure  the 
support  of  the  Catholics ;  but  I  recollect 
there  were  certain  epistolary  correspon- 
dences published,  one  letter  representing 
the  sentiments  of  lord  Cornwallis,  and 
ai^other  from  the  noble  lord  himself,  re- 

[^cesentiog  the  sentiments  of  the  Catho- 
ics,  when  he  held  the  office  of  secretary 
to  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Irels^d.  If  I  re- 
collect rightly,  when  Mr.  Pitt  went  out  of 
office  in  ^801, 1  read,  those  letters  in  the 
bands  of  one  Cathplic  gentlemen  in  Ire- 
land :  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  there  was  a 
passage  in  some  of.  them  written  by  the 
noble  lord  himself,  stating  to  the  Catho- 
k^j  th^  4«t^rmiiattao.af  wmy  qomdera- 


ble  men,  I  believe  Mr.  Pitt,  lord  Melville, 
and  CfUrl  Camden,  advising  the  Catholics 
to  remain  perfectly  quiet,  because  those 
persons  had  entcpred  into  a  pledge  never  to 
take  aqy  part  in.his  majesty's  government, 
but  upon  condi^on  of  being  allowed  to 
gr^nt  ^e  concessions  which  the  Catholics 
required.  JLt  was  understood  at  the  time 
that  this  declaration  was  made  in  conse- 
quence of  an  engagement  with  the  Catho- 
lics, that  if  they  agreed  to  the  union,  their 
claims  would  be  listened  to.  This  letter 
was  well  understood  in  Ireland,  and  never 
received  a  contradiction ;  and  therefore,  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  that  there  was  a  com- 
plete understanding  on  the  part  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, that  their  claims  should  be  heard 
by  the  government,  and  that  they  should 
not  endeavour  to  borrow  aid  or  assistance 
from  disafiected  persons,  nor  do  any  thing 
to  injure  their  cause,  because  those  per- 
sons I  have  alluded  to,  were  determined 
not  to  assume  any  direction  in  the  country, 
except  with  an  intention  of  forwarding 
their  claims.  It  was  said,  there  was  no 
alteration  of  circumstances  since  this  ques- 
tion was  last  discussed  in  parliament ;  now, 
I  conceive  that  there  is  the  greatest  altera- 
tion of  circumstances,  that  cogld  possibly 
have  taken  place,  and  these  circvimstancef 
could  not  be  known  to  the  house,  nor  to 
the  people  of  England ;  the  circumstance 
the  most  weighty*  is  the  connection  sub- 
sisting between  the  clergy  and  the  See  of 
Rome  :  for,  by  giving  to  the  pope  a  power 
over  the  Catholic  clergy,  a^d  the  govern- 
ment no  controul  over  them,  then  they 
would  in  fact  be  putting  the  superior  or- 
ders of  clergy  under  a  foreign  power,  fall- 
ing under  the  dominion  of  France.  The 
Catholics  considered  amongst  themselves, 
and  they  determined  to  give  to  the  go* 
vernment  every  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject,, and  to  make  their  superior  clergy 
subject  to.  the  crown.  When  a  Catholic 
bishop  in  Ireland  dies,  the  other  bishops 
in  that  province  in  which  the  diocese  of 
the  deceased  is  situated,  meet,  and  con- 
ferring aipongst  themselves,  they  fix  upon 
three  persons,  whom  they  think  the  most 
fit  to  succeed  him — ^They  send  those  names 
to  receive  the  approbation  of  the  pope  ; 
for,  according  to  the  Catholic  faith,  it  ig 
impossible  for  certain  offices  to  be  per- 
formed but  by  appointment  from  the  pope, ' 
as  if  by  the  immediate  delegation  of  Chriat 
himself.  Now,  they  have  agreed,  when 
the  n^unes  are  returned,  to  send  them  to 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  ;  and  if  he 
should  object  to  all  the  three,  they  atnk« 
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them  out,  and  send  other  three  in  their 
stead,  until  the  king's  approbation  of  some 
one  of  them  be  received.  Even  then,  they 
send  that  name  to  Rome  to  receive  the 
approbation  of   the  pope.       This,  how- 
ever,   is    giving   the   real   and   eflectual 
nomination  to   the  crown ;  and   this  be- 
ing the  case,  will  any  man  say  this  is  cul- 
tivating  through    Rome   an    intercoui-se 
with  France  for  traitorous  purposes  ?    How 
can   they  better  evince   loyalty  ?    They 
desire  you,  too,  to  superintend  the  educa- 
tion of  their  clergy*  or  ask  you  to  assist 
them  to  do  it,  and:  yet,  after  all  this  you 
still  treat  them  as  aliens,  and  disaffected 
persons.     It  is  impossible  there  can  be  too 
much   discussion   of  this  question.     The 
real  state  of  it  should  be  understood  fi-om 
the  north  to'  the  south.     If  the  right  hon. 
the   chancellor   of  the   exchequer,  who 
at   present    sits    so    aukwardly   between 
those  two  champions  of  the  Catholics,  the 
noble  lord  (Castlereagh),  and  the  secre- 
tary of  state  for  foreign  affairs  (Mr*  Can- 
ning), had  taken  halt  so  much  pains  to 
comply  with  the  reasonable  desires  of  that 
portion  of  the  people,  as  he  took  to  raise 
the  senseless  cry  of  "  No  Popery,"  although 
he  might  not  now  be  enjoying  the  sweets 
of  office,  his  conscience  would  probably 
be  more  tranquil.     But  what  is  conscience 
to  a  great  statesman  ?     That  right  hon. 
gent,  actually   fancies  he  has  become  a 
great  statesman,  and   has    really  raised 
great  ideas  in  his  own  mind,  as  to  his  qua* 
iifications  for  governing  such  a  country  as 
England.     He,  no  doubt,  thinks  he  is  pos- 
sessed of  great  knowledge,  reflection,  and 
equanimity;  qualities  that  cannot  be  de- 
nied, seeing  it  has  been  impossible  to  pro- 
voke  him   to  a  single   observation.     He 
possesses,  I  suppose,  great  knowledge  in 
the  history  of  his  own  country,  and  the 
secret  springs  which  govern  the  actions  of 
mankind — how  to  lead  men  on  to  victory, 
and    how  to  conduct    the    war  against 
France.     Weak   speculative   men    have 
fallen  into  errors,  from  which  his  much- 
enlightened    mind    had    preserved    him. 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Burke,  all 
concurred  in  a  favourable  opinion  respect- 
ing the  Catholics  of  Ireland.     But  what 
are  they,  when  compared  to  the  right  hon. 
gent.  ?  Could  such  drivellers  as  these  have 
rver  found  out  the  ingenious  mode,  dis- 
covered by  the  right  hon.  gent,  of  increas- 
ing the  power  of  the  country,  and  enabling 
her  the  better  to  carry  on  the  struggle 
against  France  by  excluding  from  her  aid 


told 


changed. 


that    circumstances    have   not 
What  has  become  of  the  power 
of  Europe?    What  has  become  of  this 
tremendous  Pope   himself?     The  power 
he  once  possessed,  Bonaparte  has  swept 
away,  and  a  French  prefect' reigns  at  the 
Vatican.     Does  the  right  hon.  gent,  think, 
that  Bonaparte's  tyranny  over  the  Pope 
would  induce  the  latter  to  befriend  France, 
pr  to  promote  her  interests?  If  he  do  so, 
it  must  be  through  fear,  and  not  goodwill ; 
because  I  do  not  presume  the  ridit  hon. 
gent,  will  argue,  that  stripping  him  of  his 
power,  and  robbing  him  of  his  territory,  is 
the  way  to  win  his  aflections.     What  is 
now  happening  in  Spain  ?  Does  Bonaparte 
make  use  of  the  Catholic  religion  to  extend 
the  power  of  France?    Does  he  treat  a 
Catholic  state  with  more  leniency  than  a 
Protestant  one  ?     He  has  overthrown  Ca- 
tholic powers,  as  well  as  Protestant ;  and 
his  army  now  occupies  Spain  as  a  province 
of  France.     Whatever  the  right  hon.  gent, 
opposite  to  me  may  think  of  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  English  and  Scotch  Protestants, 
in  regard  to  Ireland,  he  mpst  allow  me  to 
say,  that  the  Irish  Protestants  are  as  good 
judges  as  any  of  them.     I  have  a  letter 
from  the  late  attorney  general  of  Ireland, 
Mr.  Plunkett,  in  which  he  states  :  "  There 
is  nothing  new  in  this  country,  excepting,  I 
believe  1  speak  within  bouncls,  when  I  say, 
that  nine  in  ten  Protestants,  even  includ- 
ing the  clergy,  would  poll  for  the  Catholic 
emancipation." — Do  not  the  Protestants 
of  Ireland  know  better  than  the  members 
of  this  house,  what  tends  to  their  benefit 
and  safety  ?    They  must  also  know  better 
than  the  Protestants  of  England  and  Scot-' 
land,  what  would  be  the  effects  of  Ca- 
tholic emancipation.     The  Irish  Protest- 
ants of  eight  or  nine  counties  have  signed 
Resolutions  on  this   subject,  and   amone 
them  the  most  opulent  gentlemen  of  the 
country.     In  one  county  I  have  the  names 
of  some  persons,  of  several  thousands  a 
year,  affixed  to  the  resolutions  in  favour  of 
the  Catholics,  and  of  many  representatives 
of  some  of  the  oldest  families  in  Ireland, 
whose    property    has    been    confiscated. 
What  is  the  situation  of  the  world  at  this 
moment  ? — and  what  the  prospect  ?     Da 
days  pass  over  our  heads,  without  our 
seeing  it  become  worse  ?     Gentlemen  op^ 
posite  to  me  know  better  than  I  do,  and 
better  than  I  can  know,  what  the  probable 
views  of  our  enemies  are,  and  what  pro- 
spects are  still  cherished  in  France,  with 
regard  to  the  further  extension  of  her 


more  than  cm  fifUi  of  her  poputetion !  1 1  power.   But^  after  all  we  can  say  upon  the 
Vol..  XI.  t      2R  I 

google 


Digitized  by ' 


AllJ 


FAJIL.  DEBATES^  Bf^r  25,  1^09.— Bomm  CdOoBc  Bsikkm. 


C01» 


subject,  tho  present  ruler  of  France  if  a 
juan  of  profoiuul  penetration.  You  may 
call  him  a  cruel,  vindictive  usurper — a 
l>etrayer  of  the  liberties  of  bis  country. 
WhateTer  epithets  we  bestow  upon  bim, 
as  an  usurper  aiul  tyrant,  we  cannot  heap 
them  upon  him  without  knowing  that  he 
Tery  well  merits  them.  But  what  does 
our  opinion  of  him  signify,  his  power  is 
what  we  are  to  regard.  We  cannot  make 
liim  less  criminal  or  less  systematic  in  his 
jpursuit.  He  pursues  the  ruin  of  this 
country,  and  he  pursues  it  with  profound 
wisdom  for  the  purpose  of  attaining  his 
object.  Has  he  not  accomplished  a  great 
part  of  that  object  already  \  What  is  your 
flituation  upon  the  continent  at  this  mo- 
pneht  ?  With  hardly  a  single  ally>  that 
can  count  upon  his  own  safety  for  an  in- 
stant— shut  out  fi'0];n  almost  all  connection 
with  the  continent,  and  likely  soon  to  be 
entirely  so — that  is  your  condition.  This 
he  well  knows.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century,  and  in  the  war  of  the  succes- 
sion, what  was  your  situation?  Compare 
It  with  the  present.  You  then  fought,  not 
for  yourselves,  but  for  Europe,  in  which 
your  magnaniipity  was  equal  to  your 
power,  and  all  Europe  dreaded  the  one  as 
|t  admired  the  other.  You  sacrificed  both 
your  power  and  your  greatness,  to  succour 
the  distressed  part  of  Europe  against  the 
ravages  of  an  ambitious  prince.  That 
ifas  your  situatijon  then.  You  are  now 
fighting  against  a  great  power  indeed, 
put  fJoT  a  very  different  objiect,  not  to  snc- 
cour  the  distressed,  but  to  save  yourselves 
6tmi  destructipn,  while  you  are  shut  up 
^m  all  copnectipn  with  any  part  of  Eu- 
rope. He  b^  well  contemplated  these 
tiwg^f  aipd  Is  detern^ined  to  keep  you 
from  any  continental  connections  agaija, 
^t  can  ii>  any  degree  tend  to  increase 
yo^r  power :  in  ihort,  ij^e  is  determine  to 
9)iut  you  out  from  tbe  continent  altoge- 
ther. This  was  long  ago  his  object,  smd 
^e  has  very  nearly  accomplished  it  He 
proceeds  with  great  injustice,  it  is  true, 
but,  for  bis  purpose,  with  profound  wis- 
dom. He  will  secure  to  himself  the  main 
purpose  of  his  own  ambition  in  the  first 
uistance,  as  he  has,  indeed,  in  a  measure, 
4ohe  already ;  and  in  the  next,  he  will 
reduce  Europe  to  such  a  state,  that  you 
9an  derive  no  benefit  from  it,  whatever 
may  become  the  relative  condition  of  its 
different  states  to  each  other.  The  Turk- 
ish empire  will  be  the  next  point  of  bis 
ambition^  which  most  probably  will  be 
rendered  subservient  to  m  wisbief.    Tbei» 


your  power  in  th^  East  will  be  his -object 
Such  most  probably  will  be  the  proffresf 
of  his  successful  ambition.  Such,  I  am 
confident,  are  his  designs.  Tremendous  i» 
this  prospect  to  you.  And  what  have  yoa 
to  oppose  to  all  this  ?  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland :  for  within  a  few  mpntbs  from 
this  moment,  you  will  be  reduced  to  that 
situation.  Then  I  would  ask,  is  it  reason*^ 
able  to  reject,  without  argument ;  to  pasy^ 
over,  without  discussion,  a  subject  of  such 
importance  as  that  which  is  now  before 
you  ?  Vou  are  threatened  with  th^  extre- 
mities to  which  war  can  reduce  you,  car* 
ried  on  as  it  is  by  the  most  implacable  ene- 
my you  ever  b^d,  and  not  only  the  mos^ 
implacable,  but  the  qtost  profoundly- 
skilled  ;  and  not  only  the  most  profoundly 
skilled,  but  aiso  the  r^^  formulable,  be- 
cause the  most  powerful.  How  are  yoa 
to  defend  yourselves  suffipiently,  against 
the  attacks  of  such  a  foe  ?  By  making  war 
on  him.  C^n  you  make  war  upon  him 
without  the  assistance  of  the  Catholics  I 
No.  But  our  object  is  pot  war  but  peace- 
Can  you  make  peace  without  tt^  assist- 
ance of  the  Catholics  ?  I  say  yovi  can- 
not, without  the  cordial  co-operation 
of  the  Catholics,  obtain  any  thinff  bu| 
what  may  be  comparatively  called  *  an 
ignominious  peace.'  That  is,  peace  on 
terms  infinitely  less  advantageous  to  Greal 
Britain,  than  you  could  obtain  with  thi^ 
cordial  co-operation  of  the  Catholics* 
Why,  Xhtiu  it  comes  to  this :  that  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  the  danger  which 
you  apprehend  to  Ireland,  from  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject,  you  will  place  your- 
selves in  a  condition  to  take  worse  terms 
and  conditions  of  peace,  than  you  vould> 
.  if  freed  from  the  apprehension  of  that  dan- 
gler. Why  should  this  b^  so,  I  sfiould  wish 
to  know  ?  Is  Eitgland  so  fallen  ^om  bee 
fi>rmer  glory,  that  she  will  now  accept  of 
comparatively  ign^^minious  terms  of  pestce, 
from  a  sense  of  her  own  internal  weaKness^ 
arising,  as  it  cannot  but  arise,  nrom  her 
internal  dissensions.  Is  this  the  way  in 
which  we  are  to  rival  our  ailceston  in 
glory?  Shall  we  forget  the  glorious  a- 
chievements  of  Great  Britain  .on  the 
continent  in  former  times?  Shall  we 
forget,  or,  remembering,  shall  we  pasf 
over«  the  proud  event  of  our  having 
carried  victoriously  our  arms  to  Ifrai^ce* 
and  had  our  king  crowned  ^t  Paris* 
and  reduced  the  power  of  France  to  that 
of  a  suppliant  at  yonr  feet?  Np»  Sir« 
we~  shall  not,  we  cai^i^ot  &rget,i}i^tther  cad 
we  pa89  over  ihm  4^nSh    I^pr  ilttU  v<i 
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asaeBttoignotnklitfttBtennftofpMce.  We 
are  awured  we  can  have  glorious  terms  of 
peace  whenever  we  ^ali  shew  a  ctisposi- 
tion  for  it>  as  aa  united  people.  When 
abilt  we  he  that  people  ?  When  the  Irish 
Caftholtcs  can  he  won>  asd  won  they  may 
be^  and  won  they  will  h€>  if  you  treat  them 
liberally.  The  right  horn  ^fft.  has  said^ 
that  great  and  wise  men  have  thouffht  that 
the  granting  of  what  is  now  askeo^  would 
not  satisfy  the  Catholics.  He  has  not  told 
w  Who  these  great  aivd  wise  men  were. 
Whoever  they  are,  I  doubt  the  soundness 
«f  litoir  jodi^meAt,  for  I  believe  that  #bat 
is  now  ask^d  would  satisfy  the  Catholics, 
^e  if  Oits  clvm  he  aMowed,  shall  we  not 
have  farther  clakns  made,  and  further  de- 
sires expressed  ?  Why  should  there  not  be 
tother  claims  if  they  hb  just,  or  ftjrther 
desites  expressed,  if  th(?v  be  reasonable* 
Why  ^ould  this  Catbolfes  be  reftised  the 
4«mm<»i  l^rfy  of  the  rest  of  the  inhabi- 
lanCtf  of  the  coimtry.  But  consider  the 
advanta^  arising  from  the  grace  of  grant- 
ing this  application.  Th^  Catholics  now 
«lcam  eertam  rights  and  privileges  ;  and 
Ihe^  go  to  a  given  extent  in  ms&ing  that 
«lantt ;  but  if  you  ^ratify  their  wishes  in 
Die  first  instance,  if  you  treat  them  well, 
that  is»  treat  them  as  they  ought  to  be 
treated*,  the  Catholics  will  be  satisfied  with 
a  moderate  and  reasonable  allowance  iVom 
the  hcmd  of  the  king.  But.it  is  very  easy 
to  foresee,  that  if  you  are  determined  to 
refiise  whati  the  Catholics  reasonably  re- 
quest of  you,  the  eftct  will  be,  that  niofe 
win  be  demanded  hereafter,  tiian  would  ^ 
have  been;  if  you  had  complied  with  the 
Arts  request.  But  the  argument  which  is 
built  upon'this  doctrine,  '  that  if  you  grant 
<Mie  tmn^,  more  will  afiierwards  be  asked 
of  ytinti  aitd'therefbre  you  should  refuse  in 
the  first  instance,'  is,  iil  my  opinion,  in- 
conclusive, because  that  goes  the  length 
of  sayihlg^  ^t  a  thing  which  is  reason- 
able in  itself,  should  never  be  granted,  be- 
cause it  is  possible  that  the  granting  it 
ttiay  be  followed  with  a  request  which  is 
tmreaeonable.  And  this  mode  of  reason- 
ing, bad  as  it)  is  in  itself,  is  still  worse  as  it 
applies  ix>  the  affiurs  of  Ireland  at  the  pre- 
sent moment*— for  I  would  have  the  right 
bon.  ^nt.  know,  that  in  this  question  is 
^contaitted  the  peace  of  Ireland. — It  is  said, 
iii  this  house,  than  the  Catholics  want 
Many  othev  lAiiMgs  besides  those  which 
thev  have  specified  in-  the  Petition  now 
bemre  us  ;  so  perhaps  they  may  y  but  I 
will'  ventave  to  say,  lliat  all  the  grievances 
^  whiah'  they  camplaaiy  9sm  from  the 


inequality  of  the  situation  in  which  X\kef 
are  phu:ed.  It  is  the  interest  of  the  mo* 
nopolists  of  one  religion,  to  act,  as  it  wertf 
hostilely,  towards  the  other ;  and  there 
must  always  be  i^lt  a  sense  of  insult  and 
degradation  when  one  class  of  men  ara 
placed  beneath  another  class.  Thus,  as 
the  Ca^olics  are  under  the  Protestants, 
they  are  to  be  degraded  by  their  superiors 
in  power,  and  when  their  interests  are  sup* 
posed  to  be  hostile,  so  are  the  manners'  of 
the  professors  of  the  two  religions.  Those 
who  are  above,  think  nothing  too  bad  for 
those  who  are  below  them,  and  those  be- 
low, think  they  neter  can  be  emanci^ted 
too  soon ;  that  is,  according  to  their  vieW 
of  it,  get  rid  of  their  degradation,  too 
soon  ;  hence  perpetual  strife,  and,  whila 
the  cause  exists,  the  effect  must  continue. 
But  my  right  hon.  fViend,  who  introduced 
this  motion,  told  us  that  he  had  no  e^tpecta* 
tion  of  carrying  it.  I  am  afraid  that  hftf 
apprehensions  on  the  fate  of  his  motioA 
this  night,  are  too  well  founded.  But  thia 
I  will  say,  that  whoever  shall  vote  this 
night  against  this  motion,  does  not  votei 
for  the  proposition,  '  thut  the  Catholic^ 
shall  not  come  into  any  department  of 
the  state,'  but  votes  for  the  proposition^ 
'  that  they  shall  not  come  into  any  in  which 
they  are  not  already,  although  they  may 
hold  some  stations  at  present  more  gene- 
rally important  than  those  which  they 
seek.'  You  say,  fbr  instance,  that  a  Ca- 
tholic shall  not  be  a'director  of  a  national 
bank,  although  he  may  b«  the  greatest^ 
pr<^netor  in'  that  bank.  You  say  thatf 
he  slttll  not  be  a  governor,  or  sherifPof  rf 
county,  although  he  may  be  the  greatest 
land-owner  in  it.  You  set  your  veto  to' 
his  claims,  and  say,  'we  have  AdtaiCted 
you  to  a  given  extent,  but  we  shall  admit 
you  no  f^her  ;'  and  this  you  are  goins^ 
to  say  in  Hmhte,  before  you  have  heard 
the  evidence  on  which  the  Catholics  res« 
their  claim.  If  you  refer  the  petition  to 
a  committee,  you  Will  then  put  the  sub-* 
ject  into  a  train  of  inquiry,  and  you  may, 
afterwards,  decide  what  shall,  and  what 
shall  not  be  done.  But  if  you  negative 
(his  petition,  you  do  that  which  is  equiva- 
lent to  saying,  that  the  Catholics  shall 
remain,  for  ever,  in  the  state  in  which 
they  are  at  present.  But  I  have  heard 
some  persons,  even  in  this  house,  say 
that  the  refusal  of  the  present  applicatk>i» 
of  the  Catholics  will  put  their  claims  to 
rest  fbr  ever.  Of  all  the  presumptuous 
folly  of  the  opponents  of  the  Catholics, 
this  is,  assuredlyi  the  greatest.    Do  yOtf 
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suppose  that  four  millions  of  people  will, 
for  e?«r,  comply  with   your  wishes,  or 
gratify  your  desires  ?  that  they  will,  for 
ever,  give  you  the  whole  of  their  loyalty 
— the  whole  of  their  attachmeut — defend 
you  on  all  oqcasions — support  you  in  all 
contests — sacrifice  for  you  their  fortunes 
and  their  lives ;   and   shall  not  require, 
after  alt,  any  thing  from  you  in  return  ? 
No,  no  ;  you  should  not  expect  it,  for  it 
is  not  in  human  nature  that  things  should 
go  on  thus  for  ever.     You  may  suppose 
that  the  Catholics  will  be  more  ready  to 
submit  their  claims    upon    your  justice 
when  one  set  of  men  are  in  power,  than 
when  another  set  of  men  are  in  power  ; 
but,  believe   me,   they  will    urge    their 
claims,  whatever  set  of  men  may  be  in 
power,  they  are  fully  conscious  of  the 
justice  of  those   claims,   and   they  will 
never  forego  them,  out  of  compliment  to 
those  who  may  happen  at  any  time  to  be 
in  place.    They  tell  you,  they  protest  to 
you,  upon  their  solemn  oath,  that  they  are 
as  loyal  as  the  best  of  you  ;  that  they  are 
genuine    friends    to    their    country   and 
yours ;   they  ask  you  to  afford  them  an 
opportunity  of  shewing,  and  of  proving 
that  loyalty,  and  that  attachment  to  the 
true  interests  of  their  country.     They  de- 
sire to  be  allowed  to  contribute,  in  the 
most  effective  manner,  to  the  exigency  of 
the   state.    They   are  willing,  they   are 
eager,  to  spill  their  blood  in  its  defence. 
You  should  therefore  treat  them  as  loyal 
and  patriotic  men  ;  and  rank  them  among 
the  best  subjects  which  you  have.     If  you 
do  not,  do  yon  imagine,  that  because  you 
may  negative  this  Petition,  they  will  ab- 
stain from  urging  their  claims  in  future  ? 
If  you  do,  1  am  confident  you  will  be 
greatly  deceived.     The  right  hon.  gent, 
opposite  me  says,  that  the  late  administra- 
tion, what  we  call  the  duke  of  Bedford's 
administration,  advised   the  Catholics  to 
abstain  from  making  this  application,  or 
from  urging  their  claims,  in  any  quarter, 
for  the  present,  because  the  circumstances 
of  the  times  were  unpropitious  for  it.     I 
"had  the  honour  to  fill  a  situation  in  Ireland, 
in  the  confidence  of  the  government  to 
which  the  right  hon.  gent,  alludes.     I  had 
the  honour  to  be  governor  in  one  part  of 
that  country,  and  chancellor  of  the  whole, 
and  must  therefore  be  supposed  to  possess 
a  good  deal  of  information  of  what  were 
then    the   views    of   government.      If  1 
said  I  had  not,  I  should  be  making  an 
assertion  for  which  I  could  not  expect  to 
be  credited.     I  have  not  the  least  objec- 


tion to  state  all  that  came  to  my  know- 
ledge on  that  subject.    The  Catholics  dkl 
determine  to  urge  their  claims,  and  the 
Irish  government  did  make  application^  in 
England,  with  a  view  to  learn  wheltb?r 
these  claims  were  likely  to  be  conceded^ 
or  otherwise.    The  Irish  government  re- 
ceived an  answer,  that  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  then  administration,  that  the  claims 
of  the  Catholics  could  not  be  supported  to 
the  extent  they  wished,  but  that  the  go- 
vernment here  had  hopes  of  doing  some- 
thing for  them.     In  the  intercourse  with 
the  Catholics,  on  that  occasion— I  bein^.a 
native  of  that  country,  and  necessanly 
knowing  more  of  them  than  the  duke  of 
Bedford  did— much  of  the  concern  was 
entrusted  to  me,  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
these  claims  should  be  brought  forward,  or 
d  eferred.  It  occurred  to  me  to  inquire  what 
poinU  would  satisfy  them,  that  is,  ^bat 
terms  would  induce  them  to  forget  th^.right 
of  urging  all  their  claims  upon  the  justice  of 
parliament,  for  some  time  to  come ;  per- 
haps for  the  present  reign;  and  in  the 
course  of  that  inquiry,  I  think  I  discov^ed 
what  points  they  most  immediately  laid  a 
stress  upon,  and  the  .granting  of  which 
would  satisfy  them.    These  points  were,  I 
believe,  submitted  to  his  msyesty's  govern- 
ment in  this  country ;  but  it  happened  to 
be  the  opinion  of  that  government,  that 
even   these  points  could   not  be  carried 
to  the  extent  which  was  wished;    ajid 
then  my  noble  friend  (lord  Howick)  in- 
troduced a  Bill  into  this  house  to  enable 
Catholics,  as  well  as  other  dissenters  from 
the  established  church,  and  of  all  denomi- 
nations, to  hold  commissions  in  the  army 
and  navy.     What  the  fate  of  that  Bill  was, 
every  body  knows ;   but  the  government 
of  Ireland  never  told  the  Catholics,  never 
advised   them  not  to  urge  tlieir  claims 
when  there  was  any  probable  chance  of 
their  success.     But  the  right  hon.  gent, 
says,  that  the  bill  introduced  into  this  house 
by  my  noble  friend  (lord  Howickjl  would 
not  have  satisfied  the  Catholics,  if  it  had 
passed  into  law,  in  the  form  in  which  it 
was   brought  forward.      I  do  not  know 
where  the  right  hon.  gent,  obtained  his 
information,  but  I  deny  the  truth  of  it,  and 
I  say,  that  the  Catholics  did  consider  it  as 
a  measure  of  ereat  consequence ;  and  I  do 
say  further,  Uiat  if  that  bill  had  been  car- 
ried  through  this  house,  it  would  have  had 
a  good  effect  on  them  ;  and  that  for  some 
time  afterwards — probably  in  the  present 
reign — they  would  not  have  urged  their 
claims  any  farther.    If  they  should  .find 
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an  opportunity  when  they  were  likely  to 
succeed,  they  would  urge  them.  Nobody 
will  be  so  absurd  as  to  advise  them  not  to 
urge  them ;  brut  I  do  know  that  the  Catho- 
lics would  have  accepted  that  as  a  great 
boon;  and  this  I  state  as  an  answer  to 
those  who  say,  that  the  Catholics  were  not 
in  earnest  about  the  passing  of  the  Bill 
which  was  introduced  into  this  house#>y 
my  noble  friend ;  lor  nothing  can  be  more 
unfounded  than  the  assumed  fact,  that  the 
Catholics  would  not  have  accepted  that 
bill  as  a  great  boon.  From  what  1  have 
stated^  I  should  have  hoped  that  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  will  do  much  good 
in  this  country ;  for  instead  of  being  afraid 
of  discussing  it,  I  wish  it  to  be  discussed 
as  often  as  possible,  and  if  it  were  not  for 
tiring  the  house,  with  a  too  frequent  repc- 
tion,  I  should  wish  it  to  be  discussed  once 
every  month,  until  the  o^>jeet  of  the  Catho- 
lics he  gained ;  as  gained,  sogie  time  or 
other,  it  will  be.  The  more  the -people 
of  England  understand  this  subject,  the 
better  ;  for  then,  the  more  will  reason  pre- 
vail over  their  prejudice,  for  prejudices, 
.  at  present,  they  have.  I  am  not  saying 
that  this  discussion  will  be  perfectly  suc- 
cessful, my  right  hpn.  friend  has  not  urged 
his  argument  with  that  view ;  but  I  say 
that  the  eHect  of  the  frequent  discussion 
of  this  subject  will  be,  to  dispel  prejudice, 
and  that  is  not,  it  seems  to  me,  a  difficult 
matter  with  the  people  of  England,  for  the 
people  of  England  are  a  steady,  sober, 
thinking  people  ;  a  people  among  whom 
knowledge  is  very  generally  difiPused,  who 
have  a  natural  love  of  justice,  who  always 
lean  to  what  is  fair  and  equitable,  even  al- 
though it  may  appear  to  be  against  their 
interest — a  people  who  not  only  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  a  free  constitution,  but  who 
wish  to  extend  its  blessings  to  those  who 
enjoy  them  not.  With  a  people  so  gifted, 
a  people  so  blessed,  so  disposed,  it  is  no 
extravagant  expectation  that  reason  should 
conquer  prejudice  ;  and  therefore  I  cannot 
believe  that  the  frequent  discussion  of  this 
subject  will  have  hi  unfavourable  eflect 
on  the  cause  of  the  Catholics ;  on  the  con- 
trary, my  firm  belief  is,  that  the  more  this 
subject  is  discussed  the  more  good  will  be 
done  to  the  cause,  and  the  sooner  we  shall 
arrive  at  that  which  is  most  earnestly  to  be 
desired,  and  most  stienuously  promoted,  a 
perfect  harmony  between  the  people  of 
England  and  of  Ireland,  without  which 
you  will  never  be  a  strong  empire.— -I  say 
you  will  never  be  a  strong  empire  until 
the  people  of  Ireland  become,  as  it  were. 


a  part  of  the-  British  people  ;  then,t  but 
then  alone,  will  you  be  placed  in  that  at- 
titude in  which  you  may  securely  bid  de- 
fiance to  the  power  of  France. 

Lord  Castlcreagh  in  explanation,  said ; 
Nothing,  in  the  shape  of  a  pledge,  or  any 
sort  of  understanding,  took  place  between 
the  government  and  the  Catholic^  which 
could  possibly  fetter  the  discretion  of  par- 
liament on  the  subject  of  the  CathoHc 
claims  prior  to  the  union.  As  to  the  two 
papers  which  were  circulated  among  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  and  which  have  been 
considered  as  proceeding  from  the  union, 
it  is  observable,  from  the  papers  them- 
selves^ they  were  not  intended  for  the  pub* 
lie  eye.  One  of  these  papers  is  staled  to 
contain  a  declaration,  that  those  who  then, 
and  on  that  occasion,  retired  from  the 
public  service,  considered  themselves  as 
pledged  not  to  accept  any  office  in  govern* 
ment,  until  the  Catholic  question  was  car- 
ried in  favour  of  the  Catholics.  Where 
can  the  house  see  that  paper  in  an  authen- 
tic  shape  ?  It  was  never  issued  here  in 
such  a  shape  as  to  make  any  individual  a 
party  to  it  in  any  regular  manner.  Wi€h 
respect  to  the  other  paper,  I  did  state, 
that  although  that  paper  was  not  drawn 
up  as  an  official  communication,  my  lord 
Cornwallis  communicated  it  to  the  Catho- 
lics in  Ireland,  as  that  which  was  under-p 
stood  to  be  descriptive  of  the  feelings  of 
those  who  retired  from  office.  That  is  to 
say,  that  paper,  so  communicated  by  my 
lord  Cornwallis  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
contained  what  were  supposed  to  be  the 
sentiments  of  certain  individuals  who  had 
then  recently  retired  from  government, 
who  had  felt  themselves  unable  to  bring 
that  subject  forward  with  advantage,  or 
with  any  prospect  of  success.  But  the  house 
will  not  forget  that  those  very  gentlemen, 
who,  retired  from  their  situations  in  go- 
vernment, because  they  could  not  succeed 
in  their  object  in  favour  of  the  Catholics, 
stated,  most  unequivocally,  that  if  the  Ca- 
tholic claims  should  be  urged,  hostilely  to 
government,  those  very  individuals  who 
thus  retired  horn  government,  not  only 
would  not  support,  but  would  strenuously 
oppose  the  assertion  of  such  claims. 
Now,  as  to  the  other  point  to  which  the 
right  hon.  gent,  has  alluded,  as  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  duke  of  Bedford,  he  has 
told  us  that  he,  and  not  the  duke  of  Bed- 
ford, was  chiefly  instrumental  in  advising 
this  claim  to  be  made ;  and  even  he  ad- 
mits, that  the  answer  of  the  government  of 
this  country  was,  that  they  did  not  think 
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Ili6  claim,  if  tnadd,  could  be  successflil. 
The  truth  is,  thatercn  that  administration, 
at  least  a  great  part  of  that  ^dmintstratton, 
thought  that  the  bringing  fcrtvard  of  the 
claim,  at  that  tinie,  wonld  not  only  be  in- 
JofioM  to  the  claim  itself,  but  generally  in- 
jurious to  the  country.  So  that  we  hare 
It  clcftrly  proved,  that  even  that  applica- 
tion Jiot  only  had  not  the  sanction  of  the 
duke  of  Bedford,  but  was  disapproved  by 
t  considerable  part  even  of  that  admMs- 
Cration.  They  thought  it  an  application 
which  could  not  serve  either  the  claim  it- 
Mtf,  or  the  country. 

Mr,  ITmiMflm  contradicted  the  statement 
of  lord  Casflereagh,  respecting  the  i^o- 
tives  whrch  urged  Mr.  Pitt  ^d  his  col- 
leagm^s  to  abdicate  the  government  iii 
1501. 

Mr^  Yorke  e^tpressed  i  particular  wish 
-to  ktKHv  upon  what  authority  the  ri^ht 
hoft.  geAt.  (Mr.  Ports6nby)  grounded  his 
icatement  refaeive  to  the  dispodiioq  of  the 
Ifttfe  clergy  as  ft^  ihe  fiiture  appoirrttrtent 
ct  «h«ir  Mshops ;  as  that  circumstance,  if 
w*H  founded,  must  serve  to  remove  a  prin- 
^a(  objeetiocr  to  the  Catholic  ctaims  ? 

Mr.  P&M&nhftanweTed,  that  he  made  the 
iCMemcnf  upofl  the  aitfcwity  6f  Dr.  Mil- 
iiev,  who  was  a  Csitht>Kc  Bishirtp  in  this 
cdufftry,  andfwhowas  authorised  by  the 
Calh6lic  Bi^ops  of  Ireland  to  mnke  the 
proposickm,  kt  cstse  the  measure  of  Catho^ 
tic  EiMnciptttion  shotdd  be  acceded  to. 
The  prOpositrott  was  thfe,  that  the  person 
Vd'Wt  nominated  to  any  vacant  bishopric 
siMuM  be  submitted  fiyr  the  king's  appro- 
bation ;  afid,  that  if  the  approbation  was 
riafbeej,  another  person  should  be  pro- 
posed, and  so  on  in  succession,  untif  his 
majesty's  approbatioh  should  be  obtained, 
M-  that  the  ac^pointment  i^ould  fhiafly 
rtn  #ith  the  kmg. 

The  Chmcellor  ^  the  Exchequer. — Sir ; 
considering  the  Fiiteness  of  the  night,  and 
1^  stane  of  this  Question,  as  it  stands  upon 
the  at gumems  which  have  been  urg*d  on 
either  side,  I  think  it  will  be  unnecessary 
fsr  me  tio^  detam  the  house  any  consider- 
able length  of  time ;  I  shall'  therefore  com- 
press what  I  have  to  say  tyon  the  subject 
as  much  as  I  can.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
f  Mr.  Portsortby),  was  indignant  that  this 
aufhjcet  should  be  taken  up  by  a  gentle- 
men OR  the  other  side  of  the  house  as  a 
party  auesfion,  and  he  himself  disclaims 
pttrty  reelings  and  party  motives  in  the 
discussion  of  it.  I  can  only  say,  that  gen- 
tlemen on-  the  other  side  of  the  house  can 
iMve  110^  reason.  W  be  surprised  that  some 


of  us  should  think,  from  theif  conduct 
that  many  of  them  at  least  are  actuated  by 
party  motives;  for,  however  stretfuouj^ 
they  may  now  appear  tor  be  in-  support  of 
this  application,  made  in  the  name  of  the 
Catholics,  yet  clear  it  is,  that  during  thtf 
whole  of  the  period  in  which  they  were  itr 
his  majesty's  councils,  they  did  *M  they* 
co#ld  to  prevent  this  very  subject  fwai 
being  brought  forward  at  all.  They  thougM 
at  that  time,  and  they  thought  justly,  thai 
such  an  application  was  not  likely  to  be  of 
use  to  the  Catholics,  or  to  the  country ;  oA 
the  contrary,  that  it  was  likely  to  product 
mischief;  and  therefore  they,  most  pru- 
dently and  politically,  endeavoured  to  pre- 
vent the  subject  from  being  brought  for-* 
ward.  They  endeavoured  to  prevent  th* 
only  person  who  was  then  desirous^of  brin^ 
mg  it  forward  frotn  moving  m  H.  Th*^  theri 
wanted  to  withhohi  al^  discutoiotf  upoh-tfac 
subject.  Why  do  they  ht'thz  i*  torward 
now?  Do  they  think  it  mtore  Kltely  to^  ht 
carried  now  than  it  would  have  been  their  f 
Oi^,  supposftrg  it  hot  filrtly  to  bfe  carried 
tmw,  db  they  mink  it  likely  to  be  itMt  prcy(- 
ductive  of  good  to  the  cause  6f  th^  Ca^o** 
lies  now,  than  H  would  hset^  becni' Hie»  ? 
If  they  thouight,  only  a  year  agio,  that  A^ 
subject  could  not  be  brought  forward  to 
advantage  the  cause  which  they  are  s6 
eager  to  support,  what  is  d  that  to  oper-^ 
vitA  to  create  so  great  a  change  in  Uieir 
minds  ?  Oh !  but  they  tell  us,  that  a!* 
though,  they  do  not  entertain  a  hope  th^ 
shall  succeed  in  their  apnltcatitMl,  yettiie 
discussion  is  most  Valuable,  will  do  ihcal^ 
Cttlable  good  :  that  the  subject  rs  of  sueh 
a  nature  that  it  cannot  be  discrxssed  too 
much :  that  the  more  it  is^  discussed,  not 
only  the  more  it  t^ifl  be  to  the  odvanM^ 
of  the  Catholics,  but  th^  more  it  Will  b^  to 
the  general  acfvantege  of  the  empife.  N^W, 
f  wish  to  know  what  new  lights  have  96 
improved  their  vision,  as  to  make  tkttn  so 
much  more  clear-sighted  on  the  sudden, 
than  they  were  on  a  former  occasion,  and 
if  the  case  be  so  clear  as  they  say  it  ap*- 
pears  to  them,  how  comes  it  that  tlie  dis- 
cussion of  it  should  have  been  so  lotig  pro- 
tracted ?  I  know  of  no  other  circumstance 
of  alteration  in  the  present  period,  that 
makes  it  moi*e  convenient,  in  the  views  of 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  sidie,  to  diseusi 
this  matter  now,  than  at  t^  time  when 
they  declined  the  discussion,  except  that 
of  their  being  in  power  th^n,  and  6f  tbeir 
not  bting  in  power  now.  If  there  be  an^ 
other  new  light,  except  such  as  they  have 
derived  from  being  out  of  pow6r>  tiymabe 
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<lhem  flee  tkmgs  mow  cleariy  thfiH  ibey 
•did  wJStfMi  tb^y  vere  in  power>  I  »in  at  a 
lost  U)  discoyer  it  Tbey  brougbt  in  a  bill 
rriuch  wm  laid  by  soia«  of  us,  at  tbe  time^ 
io  be  a  measure  whicb,  if  carrued,  would 
not  be  saiiafaciory  to  the  Catholics ;  but 
we  are  corrected  ia  our  judgmeiil  in  tbat 
particvdar,  by  tbe  rigbt  boo.  seat,  wbo 
now  aasures  u$  tbat  tbe  CatboTict  would 
Jka^e  accepted  it  a«  a  booo,  and  yet  to 
great  waa  tbe  patriotism  of  ila  autbors, 
•Mat  tbey  conseated  to  witbdraw  this  boon, 
latber  thaa  tbat  the  country  abould  lose 
tbe  benefit  of  tbeir  services.  It  may,  unr 
•doubtedly^  b«  true,  tbat  nothing  of  party 
mixes  m  this  business,  but,  under  all  tbe 
ctrcumstances  which  attend  i^  those  who 
4raw  that  conclusion  may  be  excused  from 
ibe  ebargf!  of  drawing  an  unaccountable, 
or  even  rash,  concUi^ioiu  I  beg  leave, 
bowever,  to  acquit  tbe  ri^bt  bon,  gent. 
«rbo  has  brought  tbia  sufc(|ect  forward  to 
night,  from  any  desine  of  bringing  it  for^ 
vard  ttn&irly ;  on  tbe  contrary  he  has 
jbrought  it  forward  in  tbe  most  temperate 
9aA  mo^t  conciliating  manner  possible, 
«Mi  I  am  gkd  o^  and  happy  in,  tbe  op- 
portunity which  is  thus  a&rded  me  of 
bearing  testimovy  thereto. — As  to  tbe 
4}uestion  itaelf,  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  discussed  to-night,  and  particularly 
by  an  honu  friend  £^hind  me,  leaves  me 
but  little  tn  aay.  The  opposition  which  I 
nm  giving  en  this  occasion,  or  which  I 
have  given  to  this  subject,  or  any  other, 
is  not  founded  on  any  charge  I  have  to 
make  against  tbe  Irish  Catholics  for  dis- 
Wyaky,  or  disaffection  to  the  state.  Nor 
tboM  it  be  supposed  that  I  am  unwilling 
to  conciliate  the  people  of  Ireland,  or  un- 
willing to  tranquillize  Ireland,  or  to  do 
any  thing  in  my  power  that  a{^>ears  safe 
to  be  done,  for .  the  purpose  of  producing 
harmony  among  all  classes  of  persons  in 
that  part  of  his  m^iesty's  dominions ;  but 
my  objection  has,  at  all  times,  beep,  when 
this  question  has  come  under  considera- 
tion, this — that  I  do  in  my  conscience  be- 
lieve, that  this  measure,  if  adopted,  al- 
though intended  ever-  so  sincerely  for  the 
purpose  of  tranquillizinf^  Ireland,  and  put- 
ting the  Homan  Catholics  of  Ireland  m  a 
state  of  perfect  satisfaction,  will  not  have 
that  efiect ;  but  that  it  has  a  tendency  to 
the  contrary  way-— ^for,  in  my  soul,  I  do 
believe,  tbat  nothing  can  be  more  likely 
to  disturb  Ireland,  to  excite  in  it,  or,  when 
excited,  to  increase  religious  animosity, 
than  tlie  adoption  of  the  measure  now  re- 
commended to  us,    I  may  be  mistaken. 


but  i|  is  the  strong  conviction  of  my  mind. 
--^I  wiU  treat  the  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  opposite  to  me  (Mr.  G,  Pon- 
sonby)  as  fairly  as  I  can,  and  by  tbat  ar- 

gument  we  have  his  testimony,  that  it  is 
is  opinion  the  granting  what  is  now  asked, 
would  not  satisfy  the  Catholics,  and  he 
Idls  1^  they  ought  not  to  be  satisfied  until 
you  have  granted  to  them  what  he  calls 
the  wbole  of '  their  claims  upoi^  the  justice 
of  parliament:'  that  they  will  be  glad  to 
have  any  thing  that  you  will  give  them, 
but  they  will  not  be  satisfied  with  any 
thiug  short  of  what  they  call  the  wbole  of 
their  claim  upon  your  justice.  Do  I  want 
more,  in  order  to  justify  me  in  opposing 
this  measure,  viewing  it  as  I  do^  than ' 
this  very  argument  of  the  right  bon.  gen- 
tleman t  lie  having,  insisted  upon  it,  that 
if  this  be  granted  to  the  Catholic^  they 
have  still  a  right  to  more ;  that  they  ought 
to  apply,  and  that  at  some  givourabLe  op- 
portunity, they  will  apply,  for  more; 
that  tbey  must  apply  for  more.  Why, 
then,  according  to  this  argument,  if  your 
object  be  to  tranquillize  the  Cs^tbolics  and 
to  conciliate  them,  this  measure  will  not 
attain  that  end,  for  you  are  told  before 
biand,  that  more  will  be  applied  for,  and 
bo  doubt  we  should  be  told  tbat  th^  next 
claim  shall  be  allowed  in  order  to  traiv* 
quillize  the  Catholics,  and  with  no  better 

5 respect  of  success  than  we  have  now« 
'hen  it  comes  to  this,  that  if  you  mean 
to  tranquillize  the  Catholics,  by  granting 
what  tbey  ask,  you  must  grant  them  th^ 
wbole  of  what  tbey  think  fit  to  ask.  If  it 
be  your  object  to  conciliate  them  by  such 
means,  you  cannot  stop  short,  but  must  go 
on  concedii^  until  you  have  satisfied 
them.  The  right  hon.  gent,  says,  '  that  if 
you  grant  to  tbe  Cathqlics  that  which  they 
now  ask  they  will  be  ready  to  accept  it'*.* 
ready  to  accqtt  it !  they  will  be  ready  than 
to  demand  it :  and  upon  the  same  principle 
tbey  would  then  be  desirous  of  possessing 
more  in  proportion  to  their  service  in  the 
state,  and  tbey  would  say  tbat  the  measure 
you  adopt  should  comprehend  the  whole  of 
their  claim,  and  that  they  were  entitled 
to  every  thing,  because  tbey  arc  the  grea^ 
ni^ority,  and  on  the  authority  of  Dr» 
Paley,  they  would  have  the  same  founda^ 
tion  in  reason  and  in  argument,  to  say  that 
the  whole  establishment  should  be  given 
up  to  them,  as  that  which  they  are  now 
asking.  You  cannot  satisfy  then)  until 
you  go  that  length*  That  is  to  say,  the 
granting  what  is  how  asked,  would  not  sa^ 
tisfy  the  CathQlicsj.but  would,  operate  aa 
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a  stimulus  to  greater  demands ;  it  would 
be  giving  them  an  assurance  that  they 
are  right  in  what  they  are  now  asking,  and 
you  would  be  disposed  yourselves  imme- 
diately to  feel  that  you  were  acting  un- 
justly, according  to  your  own  principles, 
if  you  withheld  from  them  that  which  is  the 
natural  consequence  of  your   own  doc- 
trine ;  and  therefore,  upon  your  own  prin- 
ciple of  tranquillizing  Ireland,  by  con- 
cession to  the  Catholics,  if  jrou  mean  to 
act  wisely  by  Ireland,  and  wisely  by  the 
whole  empire  too,  you  should  not  attempt 
to  procure  your  tranquillity  by  halves,  or 
by  short  measure,  but  you  should  do  the 
whole  at  once.    If  you  mean  to  satisfy  the 
Catholics  by  concession,  you  should  make 
up  your  minds  to  establish  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  in  Ireland,  and  then  you 
will  satisfy  the  Catholics,  but  short  of  that 
you  never  can  satisfy  them  by  concession : 
for,  upon  your  own  principle,  they  would 
be  most  miwise   persons  to  be  satisfied 
with  what  you  now  propose.    But  let  us 
suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  they  should  be 
satisfied,  then  it  is  alledged,  that  you  will 
have  tranquillized  Ireland.     I  am  not  sure 
of  that.    There  are,  in  Ireland,  those  who 
arc  not  Catholics.    What  are  we  to  say  to 
all  the  Protestant  Churchmen;    and  to 
the  Protestant  Dissenters?     It  is  said, 
that  the  Protestant  Dissenters  are  in  fevour 
of  this  application.    We  have  testimony 
on  the  other  side  of  the  house  to  the  con- 
trary, and  we  have  now  upon  your  table 
a  Petition  to  the  contrary  etiect.     We 
have  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  and  we  have  the  evidence  of  an 
hon.  member  of  this  house,  that  we  should 
dissatisfy  the  Churchmen  of  Ireland  by 
adopting  this  measure.    There  certainly 
are  many  in  Ireland  who  do  not  think  well 
of  this  measure.    As  to  the   Protestant 
Dissentersof  Ireland,  we  do  not  know  that 
they  are  likely  to  be  conciliated  by  it;  at 
present  we  have  no  complaint  from  them ; 
they  do  not  appear  to  consider   much 
about  the  progress  of  the  claims  of  the 
Roman  Catholics. — So  much,  for  the  pre- 
sent, for  the  dispositions  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.     But  the  right  hon.  gent,  would 
take  very  short  measure  indeed  of  the 
opinions,  the  sentiments,  the  dispositions 
and  the  feelings  of  this  part  of  the  united 
empire,  if  he  supposed,  that  because  there 
are  no  petitions  against  this  measure,  the 
peopU  of   England  are    not  against  it. 
There  is  but  one  county  in  England  in 
which  this  subject  appears  to  have  been 
discuflted,  that  is  the  county  of  Oxford. 


There  it  was  expressly  determined  not  to 
petition  ;  but  for  what  reason  ? — Because 
they  felt  it  to  be  unnecessary ;  they  knew, 
full  well,  that  the  measure  proposed  would 
not  be  adopted  by  this  house.     I  believe 
that  to  be  the  actine  principle  that  operated 
upon  the  minds  ox  the  great  mass  of  the 
Protestants  of  this  country.     They  are 
silent,  because  they  are  satisfied,  and  rest 
secure  in  the  confidence  they  repose  in 
this  house,  that  it  will  watch  with  care,  the 
constitution  of  their  country,  without  their 
interference.      These    are    the    grounds 
which  make  it,  in  my  opinion,  extremely 
desirable  that  this  measure  should  not  be 
countenanced  by  this  house,  at  the  present 
moment.     In  my  conscience  I  do  believe, 
that  if  it  were  adopted,  it  would  not  pro- 
duce any  good,  but  woukl  increase  the 
very  evil  which  it  is  intended  to  remove. 
As  to  the  articles  of  the  union,  which  have 
been  pressed  into  the  service  of  this  de- 
bate. It  is  well  known  that  my  noble  friend 
and  myself  agree  entirely  on  that  sub- 
ject ;  and  we  both  agree  that  parliament 
is  under  no  pledge  to  support  this  mea- 
sure on  that  account ;  we  also  agree,  that 
under  the  present  circumstances,  what  is 
now  asked,  ought  not  to  be  granted  ;  but, 
why  should  I  not  go  farther,  and  say,  be- 
cause I  happen  to  think,  that  the  country 
would  not  come  so  soon  into.a  condition 
in  which  it  may  be  prudent  to  entertain 
measures  of  this  kind,  as  my  noble  friend 
seems  to  imagine,  or  rather  to  entertain  a 
hope.     Be  that  as  it  may,  I  see  nothing 
that  makes  it  adviseable  at  the  present  mo- 
ment.    What  may  be  the  situation  of  the 
world,  and  perhaps,  of  this  very  rermon 
itself  hereafter,   that  may  make  sucn  a 
measure  as  this  expedient,  does  not  belong 
to  any  human  being  to  foretell :  we  can 
only  decide  according  to  the  lights  which 
we  possess  at  present ;   and  here  I  beg 
to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  if  there 
should  be  such  an  alteration  in  the  affairs 
of  the  world,  or  in  the  nature  of  this  reli- 
srion  itself,  as  to  put  this  question  in  a 
didcrent  shape  hereafter,  then,  consistently 
with  what  I  have  done,  and  am  now  doings 
I  may  assent  to  the  propriety  of  adopting 
some  measure  for  the  purpose  of  granting 
what  the  Catholics  may  then  seek.     But 
that  is  an  event  which  I  do  not  antici-> 
pate ;  an  event  which  cannot  happen,  to 
me,  without  a  sreat  alteration  of  the  opi- 
nion which  I  hold  at  present,  although,  if 
I  should  change  my  opinion,  I  shall  readily 
avow  that  change,  without  dreading  any 
charge  that  may  be  brought  against  mo 
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for  inconsistency. — I  shall  not  enter  into  a 
detail  of  n^y  objections  \o  the  measure  at 
present,  but  shall  content  myself  with 
saying,  most  distinctly,  that  on  this  ques- 
tion, whether  I  consider  it  on  the  ground 
of  the  time  in  which  it  has  been  brought 
forward,  or  on  its  own  merits,  my  vote 
would  be  the  same  upon  all  these  matters, 
if  I  took  any  one  of  them  separately,  as  it 
now  is  about  to  be  on  taking  them  toge- 
ther. I  am  so  far  from  objecting  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  brought 
forward  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  that  I 
think  we  are  much  indebted  to  him  for  the 
temperance  and  moderation  which  distin- 
guished his  address  to  the  chair.  But  as 
to  the  mode  in  which  he  has  proposed  to 
proceed  upon  the  subject,  I  think  it  would 
be  very  objectionable,  even  supposing 
there  were  no  other  objections  than  those 
which  I  have  stated  to  it;  for  if,  with  all 
his  general  and  his  specitic  knowledge  of 
this  subject,  the  right  hon.  gent,  cannot 
trust  himself  so  far  as  to  bring  forward  a 
distinct  proposition  which  he  will  recom- 
mend to  the  house  as  likely  to  satisfy  the 
Roman  Catholics,  I  do  not  believe  that 
there  is  the  least  prospect,  by  discussion  in 
a  committee,  of  devising  a  plan  by  which 
you  are  likely  to  produce  the  good  in- 
tended, or  any  good  whatever.  And  al- 
though the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr. 
G.  Ponsonby)  observes,  that  this  is  only 
a  motion  that  you  should  examine  the  sub- 
ject, that  observation  has  no  weight  with 
me  ;  for  if  the  friends  of  this  measure 
had  any  proposition  which  tiiey  themselvei 
thought  fit  to  be  assented  to,  they  might 
have  proposed  that  measure  without  refer- 
ence to  the  supposition  that  it  might  be 
opposed  by  me,  or  the  chance  of  its  being 
supported  by  me,  because  the  ground  on 
which  I  resist  this  is,  that  we  have,  in  my 
opinion,  gone  already  too  far  in  conces- 
sions to  the  Catholics ;  that  is,  that  we  have 
gone  farther  than  principle  requires  us  to 
go,  and  that  we  are  arrived  at  that  situa- 
tion of  things,  in  which  it  is  our  duty  to 
make  a  stand,  for  the  question  is  upon  the 
principle,  li',  therefore,  I  do  not  find  my 
inind  ready  to  aduiit  that  the  end  which 
you  have  in  view  ought  to  be  obtained,  I 
ought  not,  as  far  as  depends  on  me,  to  en- 
com*age  you  to  proceed  in  the  mode  by 
which  you  hope  to  gain  it. 

Mr.    Wkiibread,-^\r ;   I  shall  not  now 

trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  house,  for 

two  reasons :  first,  because  it  is  much  too 

>  late  to  expect  attention ;  secondly,  that  if 

U  were  not,  there  are  others  better  entitled 

Vol.  XI. 


to  it,  and  who  may  wish  to  claim  it.     I 
should,  however,  wish  to  make  some  ob- 
'  servations,  if  gentlemen  are  disposed,  at 
i  this  period  of  the  debate,  to  hear  what  a 
;  member  has  to  ofier — if  not,  I  should  hum- 
I  bly  propose  that  this  debate  be  adjourned. 
I  am  aware  that  1  have  but  slender  claims 
upon  your  attention,  but  some  things  have 
been  uttered  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
upon  which  I  could  wish  to  make  a  few 
observations.    I  should   suppose,  from  a 
consideration  of  the  state  of  the  house,  and 
of  the  arguments  upon  this  question,  we 
can  hardly  expect  to  conclude  the  debate 
to-night ;  for  which  reasons  I  move  you, 
sir.  That  this  house  do  now  adjourn. — A 
mixed  cry  of  hear  !  hear  !  Adjourn  !  ad- 
journ ?    go  on !  go  on !  instantly  ensued. 

The  Speaker  accordingly  put  the  ques- 
tion, and  the  motion  for  an  adjournment 
was  negatived  by  general  acclamation. 

Mr.  Whitbread  then  continued: — ^lam  not 
disposed,  sir,  to  take  the  sense  of  the  house 
upon  the  question  of  adjournment,  for,  to 
myself,  individually,  it  is  no  great  incon- 
venience to  proceed,  because  what  I  have 
to  say,  is  but  short,  and  because  it  is  chiefly 
in  answer  to  what  has  fallen  irom  the  right 
hon.  gent,  who  has  just  sat  down,  and  who 
is  the  leading  minister  of  the  crown  on 
some  occasions ;  but,  who,  in  connection 
with  his  colleagues,  seems  to  have  wished 
to  have  passed  over  in  silence  this  ques- 
tion, after  the  eloquent,  the  wise,  and,  to 
my  mind,  convincmg  speech  of  my  right 
hon.  friend  ;  that  silence  which  followed 
it  bespoke  its  character,  which  was,  that  it 
was  unanswerable  ;  the  silence  however, 
was,  at  last,  broken ;  lest  ministers  should 
appear  to  the  world  incapable  of  giving  it  an 
answer;  butitis^xtraordinarythatsuch  an- 
swer should  come,  not  from  the  minister 
who  is  hostile,  but  one  whom  I  believe  to  be, 
in  his  heart,  friendly,  to  the  measure.  But 
although  the  right  boa.  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  and  a  noble  lord  in  the 
other  house  of  parliament  (lord  Hawkes- 
bury),  are  averse  firom  granting  any  con- 
cession whatever  to  the  Catholics,  at  any 
time  whatever,  yet  the  ri^ght  hon.  gent,  will 
give  me  leave  to  tell  him,  that  notwith- 
standing the  present  plenitude  of  his  pow- 
er, the  time  is  coming,  and  it  is  not  very 
distant,  when  the  Catholic  claims  willbe 
conceded,  and  that  perhaps,  unanimously; 
or  something  very  near  it. — ^But,  it  has  been 
often  said,  and  said  very  wisely,  because 
truly,  that  governments  never  will  learn 
good  sense  by  experience  ;  if  that  can  be 
said  of  any  government  in  this  world,  it  may 
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well  be  said  of  the  goyernment  of  this  coun- 
try, this  day.  Good  God  !  when  we  look 
back  at  the  history  of  our  own  country — 
when  we  look  at  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  with 
her  gre^t  constitutional  advisers — ^when  we 
9ee  that  in  that  spirit  of  concession  so 
much  of  her  power  consisted — ^when  we 
tee  that  the  unfortunate  Charles  refused  to 
concede  in  time,  and  although  he  conceded 
afterwards  more  than  was  asked  of  him, 
his  concession  coming  too  late,  lost  its 
value,  and  he  lost  bis  life — when,  I  say, 
we  contemplate  these  things,  and  look  at 
what  is  passing  now  before  us,  what  shall 
we  say  of  the  obstinacy  of  those  ministers 
who  refuse  to  entertain  the  present  appli- 
cation? One  right  hon.  gent,  has  thought 
fit,  to  night,  as  well  as  at  other  times,  to 
chastise  some  persons  in  this  house  for  act- 
ing upon  party  spirit.  That  right  hon. 
sent,  and  myself  have  differed  a  good 
deal  in  debates  in  this  house ;  I  have  voted 
often,  pretty  uniformly,  on  the  one  side  ; 
and  he  as  often,  aad  as  uniformly,  on  the 
other;  and  that,  perhaps,  without  either  of 
us  being  a  party  man  in  the  reproachful 
^ense  of  that  word.  But,  whether  1  ought  to 
be  denominated  a  party  man  or  not,  1  own 
that  I  have  what  may  be  called  party  feel^ 
lags ;  that  is,  I  prefer  one  set  of  men  to 
another  set  of  men,  because  I  prefer  the 
principles  of  one  set  of  men,  to  those  of 
another,  and  I  have  no'  difficulty  in  admit- 
ting it  to  be  my  opinion,  that  party  feeling 
fthoutd  exist  in  this  country,  and  that  we 
should  all  act  as  party  men,  in  resisting 
the  measures  of  others,  when  we  are  con- 
vinced that  such  measures  are  injurious  to 
the  true  interests  of  our  country ;  and  I 
ha^e,  in  that  ^nse  of  the  phrase,  acted  as 
a  party  man,  and  have  ^oted  with  those 
whose  principles  appeared  to  me  to  be 
founded  on  the  best  maxims  of  our  consti- 
tution; men  who  have  filled  a  consider- 
able space  in  the  public  eye,  and  whose 
talents  have  often  been  admired  in  this 
house,  where  they  have  been  strenuously 
and  honourably  exerted  for  so  many  years. 
Our  ministers  profess  much  earnestness  for 
the  true  principles  of  religion,  and  they 
Isanst  know  that  *  the  service  of  our  Maker, 
is  perfect  freedom.'  And  yet  they  desire 
you  not  to  discuss  this  subject !  '  Do  not 
discuss  this  subject,'  say  they,  'you  should 
not  attempt  it,  because  you  know  that 
what  you  ask  cannot  b^  granted.  You 
wiH  disappoint  the  Catholics  by  it;  apd 
what  will  be  the  consequence  of^that  dis- 
appointment ?  Rage  in  the  breasts  of  the 
CatboHc8,'~Good  God!    how  oflen  has 


this  senseless  answer  been  given  in  this 
house  upon  other  occasions,  and  how  often 
has  the  absurdity  of  it  been  exposed !  How 
often  have  we  heard  in  discussions  upon 
the  abolition  of  that  detestable  traffic,  the 
Slave  Trade,  which  was  so  long  a  stain 
upon  the  character  of  this  country,  but 
which,  thank  God,  is  no  longer  so ;  but 
how  often,  I  say,  has  it  been  said  in  these 
discussions,  '  you  will  kindle  a  ra^e  in 
the  breasts  of  the  negroes,  and  il  you 
should  succeed  in  your  object  of  the  Aboli- 
tion of  the  African  Slave  Trade,  which 
we  trust  in  God  you  will  not,  but  if  yon 
should  succeed  in  your  object;  there  will 
be  a  general  massacre  in  the  islands;  fer 
the  negroes  will  be  content  with  nothing 
short  of  total  emancipation — such  will  be 
the  result  of  your  humanity.' — ^We  now 
see  how  senseless  all  that  species  of  rea-» 
soning  was ;  If  indeed  reasoning  it  caii 
be  called.  The  administration,  however, 
in  whose  time  that  glorious  measure  of  the 
Abolition  of  the  STave  Trade  was  accom- 
plished, by  a  virtuous  perseverance  in 
their  object,  gained  their  end.  They  were 
faithful  to  the  cause  which  they  espoused, 
nor  did  ihey  remit  their  labours  until  they 
had  finished  the  great  and  good  work.  But 
the  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Wilberforce,) 
who  took  so  leading  a  part  in  that  aboli- 
tion, can  now  see,  in  that  administration, 
nothing  but  party  spirit !  Thus,  the  very 
men  who  were  allowed  to  be  perfectly  con- 
sistent in  their  support  of  him  in  the  Aboli-* 
tion  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  allowed  to  have 
genuine  feelings  of  humanity  towards  tha 
African  negroes  as  their  fellow  creatures, 
if  they  presume  to  express  a  fellow  feeling 
for  their  fellow  creatures  in  Ireland,  9te 
now  to  be  charged  by  him  with  agitatiiur 
a  dangerous  quest>ion  upon  party  spirit. — 
[Hear !  hear  J] — If  that  hon.  gent,  does  not 
say  BO,  all  I  can  say  is,  that  I  am  in  a 
dream.  He  will  give  me  leave  to  say,  I 
firmly  believe  that  what  he  did  on  that 
occasion  was  from  the  pure  spirit  of  doing 
good  to  a  large  portion  of  the  human  race, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  do  a  great  good  to 
his  country.  The  right  horf.  gent,  who  has 
moved  this  measure  in  this  house  to-night, 
did  it  from  the  same  motive,  and  if  I  sup- 
port that  motion,  from  what  the  hon.  gent, 
may  choose  to  call  party  spirit,  what  then  ? 
if  it  be,  as  I  think  it  is,  of  advantage  to  the 
empire.  I  think  it  essential  to  the  general 
inferest  of  the  empire  that  the  Catholico 
should  know  there  is,  in  this  house,  a  party 
that  has  not  deserted  their  cause,  and  tha* 
there  i?  no  repriminating  or  furious  spiA 
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on  tfaisfiide  the  house  that  is  hostile  to 
their  interest,  by  proToking  an  intemperate 
discussion  of  their  claims,  and  furnishing 
their  opponents  with  an  excuse  for  deny- 
ing to  do  them  justice  ;  for  in  that  respect 
my  right  hon.  friend  who  brought  this 
subject  forward  to-night,  set  an  example 
worthy  the  imitation  of  any  gentlemen 
who  may  choose  to  take  part  in  this  de- 
bate ;  and  as  to  the  mode  proposed  for 
foture  proceeding,  I  own  I'dider  entirely 
from  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last, 
and  who  has  so  strenuously  objected  to 
this  measure,  for,  by  this  mode,  no  fetters 
will  be  fastened  on  the  future  discretion  of 
the  house  as  to  what  shall  be  its  ulterior 
proceeding.  Should  the  house  go  into  a 
committee,  it  is  perfectly  obvious,  that  it 
must  be  open  to  every  member  of  that 
committee,  to  propose  whatever  he  may 
think  Bt.  I  think  it  essential  that  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  should  know  there  is  in 
this  house  a  considerable  body  of  persons 
seriously  attached  to  their  interests,  and 
bent  upon  pursuing  such  interests  with 
temperance  and  moderation,  and  at  the 
same  time  with  persevering  firmness.  But 
the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer says,  that  when  the  late  adminis- 
tration were  in  power,  they  kept  this  sub- 
ject back.  This  is  an  extraordinrry  charge 
to  make  upon  that  administration,  and  the 
quarter  whetice  it  comes  is  still  more  ex- 
traordinary. A  bill  was  brought  in  by  a 
noble  friend  of  mine  (lord  Howick,  now 
earl  Grey),  it  was  violently  opposed  by 
the  right  hon  gent. — ^we  know  its  fate. '. 
But  what  has  happened  in  the  interim  be- 
tween that  time  and  this  ?  Is  it  not  well 
known  that  that  right  hon.  gent,  is  pos-* 
sessed  of  his  present  power  from  that  very 
incident?  Is  not  that  the  seat  on  which 
he  sits  ?  Is  it  not  the  pedestal  on  which 
he  stands,  when  he  hai*angues  i>s,  or  when 
he  endeavours  to  inflame  the  vulgar  mind 
with  the  cry  of '  no  popery  V  Was  it  not 
the  platform  on  which  he  erected  himself 
when  that  mischievous  yell  was  echoed  in 
those  parts  of  the  country  which  are  inha- 
bited by  the  constituents  and  connections 
of  that  right  hon.  gent.  ?  And  when  that 
fnrious  cry  is  raised,  should  we  not  endea- 
vour to  answer,  and  to  allay  it?  But  it 
leems,  that  while  our  friends  were  in  ad- 
ministration, and  the  duke  of  Bedford  at 
the  head  of  it,  in  Ireland,  this  subject  was 
not  btought  forward  in  its  pinesent  shape. 
The  duke  of  Bedfotxi  is  a  nobleman  of  great 
ftbilitieB  and  virtue  ;  his  actions  plead  for 
kim  better  than  I»  or  any  odMr  man  coald 


do,  who  might  wish  to  be  his  advocate* 
The  system  of  policy  which  he  adopted 
and  pursued  in  Ireland,  was  the  only  one 
that  can  ever  succeed  there. — A  system 
of  conciliation;  and  the  arrangement  of 
that  pait  of  it,  which  more  immediately 
related  to  the  claims  of  the  Catholics,  na^ 
turally  devolved  upon  my  right  hon.  friend 
near  me,  (Mr.  G.  Ponsonby) ;  hi*  charac« 
ter,  connections,  and,  above  all,  his  com-* 
manding  talents,  pointed  him  out  as  aa 
eminently  fit  person  to  whom  to  entrust 
the  care  of  that  important  object  But 
when  my  noble  friend  brought  in  the  bitt 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  the  right  hon* 
gent,  opposite  to  me,  considered  it  as  a 
'  tub  thrown  out  to  the  whale,^  when  d* 
fered  to  the  Catholics,  with  a  view  of  sati»* 
fying  them ;  but  mischief  attended  it,  he 
said,  in  every  other  point.  I  say  it  was 
justice  only,  to  the  Catliolics,  justice  which 
even  my  lord  Clare  himself  wished  them 
to  have  in  the  year  1793.  It  was  then  the 
right  hon.  gent,  raised  the  cry  of '  no  po-» 
'  pery,' —  '  The  church  is  in  danger,' 
'  The  constitution  is  in  danger,'  *  Tha 
'  empire  is  in  danger.^  This  the  right  hon. 
gent,  did,  I  will  not  say,  for  time^servmg 
purposes,  but  I  will  say,  that  if  such  had  , 

been  his  object,  his  conduct  could  not  pos* 
sibly  have  been  better  adapted  for  the  pur* 
pose.  The  right  hon.  gent,  now  assumes 
an  original  independence  of  opinion  upon 
this  subject.  Mr.  Pitt  was  in  favour  of 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics ;  does  the  right 
hon.  gent,  mean  to  say  that  he  ever  dif- 
fered from  Mr.  Pitt  in  any  one  shade  of 
this  subject  ?  No,  I  am  bound  to  suppose 
that  he  did  not.  I  am  bound,  by  his  ac- 
tions, to  suppose  that  he  did  not.  But  the 
noble  lord  (Castlereagh),  a  cabinet  coun- 
sellor at  the  time,  did  pledge  himself  to 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  to  obtaiti  for  them 
redress  in  the  event  of  the  union  taking 
place ;  although  he  now  maintains  that 
there  was  no  pledge  to  that  effect ;  that 
the  onion  was  for  political  purposes  only, 
to  give  us  greater  power  for  resisting  the 
common  enemy.  But  the  right  hon.  the 
chancellor  of  the  excheouer,  and  the  hon. 
gent,  behind  him,  (Mr.  Wilberforce,)  who 
has  no  party  prejudices  at  all,  have  asked 
what  diMerence  there  is  between  the  pre- 
sent time  and  that  of  1805,  so  as  to  render 
the  present  application  oa  behalf  of  the 
Catholics  necessary  ?  To  which  I  answer ;  • 
there  is  a  great  diiierence.  In  the  first 
place,  there  is  a  great  difference  in  the 
public  ofi^ioion  upon  the  subject.  When 
the  bill  which  has  been  so  often  alludsd  to« 
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was  brouglit  into  this  house  by  my  noble 
friend,  so  little  danger  was  apprehended 
from  it,  that  if  it  had  not  been  tor  the  ob^ 
servations  of  the  right  hon.  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  it  would  have  wholly 

Eassed  without  observation.  It  would 
ave  passed  into  a  law  quietly,  and  would 
have  quieted  its  objects,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  cry  which  the  right  hon.  gent, 
raised  against  it,  and  that  has  thrown  the 
nation  back  a  century  in  the  scale  of  liberal 
opinion.  In  some  places,  however,  thank 
Heaven,  the  object  was  totally  disappoint- 
ed. But  in  others,  the  yell  became  tre- 
mendous, and  prejudices  were  rekindled 
into  fury.  Surely  the  right  hon.  gent., 
upon  reflection,  must  shudder  at  the  eflect 
of  his  own  work.  For  much  of  the  mis- 
chief created  by  this  cry  we  have  the  au- 
thority of  a  learned  firiend  of  mine,  who  is 
no  longer  a  member  of  this  house,  but  who 
was  once  an  ornament  to  it,  and  whose 
brilliant  talents  and  splendid  eloquence,  at 
once  convinced  and  delighted  us — I  speak 
of  Mr.  Plunkett,  whose  speech  upon  that 
subject,  in  this  house,  will  not  be  forgotten, 
while  they  live,  by  those  who  beard  it. 
He  told  us  the  mischiefs  produced  by  the 
restless  spirit  that  raised  that  cry  of  '  no 

*  popery.  Would  the  right  hon.  gent  set 
down  the  authority  of  such  a  man  as  Mr. 
Plunkett,  upon  such  a  subject,  as  nothing 
at  all  ?  And  upon  this  subject  a  gallant  ot- 
ficer  (Mr,  M.  Matthew)  spoke  also  most 
correctly,  and  with  very  justifiable  anima- 
tion. The  right  hon.  gent,  may  think 
that  this  cry  of'  no  popery/  is  the  genuine 
sentiment  of  the  people  of  England  ;  now, 
upon  that  point  I  will  take  Westminster 
against  Northampton — ^At  Northampton, 
indeed,  the  cry  of  '  no  popery' — '  church 

•  and  king  for  ever,'  had  their  effect,  no 
doubt — But  at  Westminster  it  had  none 
whatever ;  and  the  right  hon.  gent  will 
hardly  contend  that  there  is  more  intelli- 
gence in  Northampton  than  there  is  in 
Westminster.  With  the  enlightened  part 
of  the  community'  that  delusion  is  done 
away.  And  the  discussion  of  th is  question, 
if  it  took  place  from  day  to  day,  wuuldsoon 
open  the  eyes  of  the  public,  and  we  should 
hear  no  more  about  *  popish  plots,'  or  '  the 
church  is  in  danger.'  Mr.  Fox  said,  that 
the  moment  of  delusion  from  fanaticism, 
was  passed  away  never  to  return.  Mr. 
Fox  was  a  man  of  the  most  transceodant 
talents  that  ever,  perhaps,  adorned  human 
life,  but  in  this  he  was  no  prophet  When 
he  said  this,  he  little  thought  that  his 
majesty's   attorney    general,    an    cfficer 


whose  duty  it  is  to  check,  not  to  create  ' 
fury  in  any  of  the  king's  subjects,  would 
have  lent  himself  to  the  work  of  throwing 
the  vulgar  part  of  jnankind  into  a  species 
of  fanatic  phrenzy,  and  then  avail  himself 
of  it  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  political 
power.      And   therefore  no  wonder  that 
Mr.  Fox,  from  hjs  unsuspecting  nature, 
was  not  a  prophet  on  this  occasion.     But 
the  right  hon.  gent,  has  told  us,  that  the 
Roman  Catholics  will  not  be  satisfied  with 
what  you  now  propose  to  give  to  them,  for 
that  they  are  coming  on  perpetually  to 
demand  one  privilege  after  another.     It  is 
your  fault,  that  they  are  .  left  to  come  to 
you  from  time  to  time,  to  demand  more 
and  more  justice  at  your  hands.     But  the 
right  hon.  gent,  says,  that  if  you  grant 
what  is  now  asked  of  you,  you  must  go  on 
until  there  is  nothing  left  to  be  granted. 
This  might  as  well  have  beeen  said  in  the 
year   1788,  and  in  the  year  1793,  when 
some  things  were  granted  to  the  Catholics, 
as  at  this  moment     It  is  an  argument,  (if, 
indeed,  it  is  not  dignifying  it  too  much  to 
give  it  that  name,)  which  would  have  done 
just  as  well  at  any  period,  as  it  will  do 
now,  because .  it    goes   against  granting 
the  Catholics  any  thing,  at  any  time;  and 
if  it  even  were  true,  would  be  a  satire  on 
the  legislature  for  every  thing  it  ever  did 
for  the  Catholics.     But  it  seems  the  mode 
here  proposed,  of  going  into  a  committee, 
is  objectionable  ;  that  you  should  not  go 
into    that    committee    unless    something 
specific  were  pointed  out  to  be  done  ; 
that  we  should  say,  before  hand,  what  is 
to  be  done  ;  and  thus  it  is  that  the  sponta- 
neous Petition  of  30,000  persons  shall  be 
passed  over,  instead  of  bemg  referred  to  a 
committee,  because  it  is  apprehended,  by 
some,  that  you  may  do  something  too 
little,  for  the  Catholics,  and  so  displease 
them,  or,  if  you  please,  you  may,  possibly, 
do  something  so  far  too  much,  as  to  dis- 
please others ;  then,  I  say,  this  is  reason- 
ing in  favour  of  going  into  a  committee, 
because  there  you  willhave  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  what  will,  or  what  will  not 
satisfy  the  Catholics,  or  their  opponents  ; 
otherwise  you  may  as  well  say  that  the 
whole  of  your  penal  code  against  the  Catho- 
lics should  have  remained  entire.     Upon 
the  reasoning  of  the   chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  you  were  quite  wrong  in  what 
you  granted  to  the  college 'of  MaynooUi 
the  other  day — ^that  grant,  pitifiil  as  I 
think  it  was,  was  yet  too  much,  for,  if  he 
b6  right  in  his  argument,  it  should  not 
have  been  granted  at  alL    Nay,  upon  hk 
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reasoning  you  should  rescind  altogether 
the  grants  which  the  legislature  hafl,  from 
time  to  time,  made  to  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics ;  for  they  are  the  source  of  all  their  dis- 
contents. All  this,  I  say,  is  false  reason- 
ing, and  I  hope  this  house  will  view  it  in 
that  light,  and  that  you  will  go  into  a 
con&mittee  upon  this  subject,  to  inquire 
what  is  best  to  be  done.  We  shall  then  see 
what  it  is  the  friends  of  the  Catholics  wish 
to  do,  and  if  you  find  they  aim  at  too 
much,  you  can  then  oppose  them.  But 
<?o  not  say  you  will  not  hear  their  Petition ; 
for  that  18  the  course  now  recommended 
.  to  you  by  those  who  oppose  it.  But  the 
right  hon  gent  says,  that  if  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  shall  be  changed  at  any 
time,  he  shall  then  be  willing  to  consi- 
der whether  any  thing  farther  can  be 
granted  to  its  profesors.  What  change 
does  he  want?  Does  he  want  the  Pope  to 
become  a  temporal  nonentity  ?  If  that  be 
the  change  he  wants,  that  change  is  al- 
ready eiiected.  But, '  the  king  should  have 
the  nomination  of  the  Catholic  bishops,  in 
Ireland,  instead  of  the  Pope.'  *  That  again 
is,  in  substance,  oftered  to  you  ;  for  the  Ca- 
tholics propose  that  the  king  shall  have  a 
negative  upon  every  one  of  them,  and  that 
none  shall  officiate  as  bishop  Who  shall  not 
have  obtained  the  approbation- of  his  ma- 
jesty. I  know  not  whether  the  right  hon. 
gent,  calls  that  any  change  in  the  religion 
of  the  Catholics  or  not,  but  I  think  it  ought 
to  quiet  his  apprehensions.  As  to  the  ob- 
jection which  has  been  started  against  the 
Catholics  having  commands  at  sea,  lest 
chaplains  of  that  persuasion  should  be  ap- 
pointed, and  that  they  should  throw  the 
crew  into  confusion  by  endeavouring  to 
make  proselytes,  I  own  I  see  nothing  in  it 
— ^the  chaplain  will  hardly  wade  through 
blood  and  brains  to  settle  controversial 
doctrines — sailors  will  hardly  debate  on 
board  a  ship,  upon  the  question  of,  whether 
the  Thirty  Nine  Articles  ought  to  be 
agretd  to  or  not  ?  Nor  do  I  apprehend  that 
soldiers  in  a  camp  will  debate  the  question 
of  Whether  their  chaplain  ought  to  be  ca- 
nonized or  consecrated  by  the  Pope  or 
not?  These  are  difficulties  which  are 
started  for  their  own  sake  merely.  But 
that  which  almost  astounds  me,  and  must, 
I  think,  astonish  the  house,  is  the  profound 
•  silence  to-night  of  a  profoundly  learned, 
and  sometimes  not  a  little  confident,  right 
hon.  gent.  (Dr.  Duigenan) ;  surely  there  is 
something  ominous  in  that  silence.  He 
was  introduced  into  the  privy  council  of 
Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  opi- 


nion on  Irish  ecclesiastical  concerns ;  why 
does  he  now  withhold  that  valuable  opi- 
nion from  this  house  ?  On  former  occa- 
sions he  has  been  abundantly  communi- 
cative, for  we  all  retnember  that  in  a  pam- 
phlet of  great  length,  as  well  as  learning, 
he,  some  time  ago,  spoke  of  the  Catholics 
in  such  a  maimer,  that  some  persons  con- 
sidered what  he  said  as  open  calumny, 
and  among  those  who  so  considered  it, 
were  a  Judge  and  Jury  acting  upon  their 
oaths  in  a  court  of  justice,  for  the  pub- 
lisher of  that  pamphlet  has  been  convicted 
as  a  slanderer  for  language  used  in  the 
pamphlet  of  that  learned  and,  now,  right 
hon.  gent. — ^But  this  question  seems  to  me 
to  be  of  great  importance  in  another  point 
of  view.  I  mean  as  to  the  efiect  of  your 
refusal  to  take  off  the  shackles  of  the 
Roman  Catholics.  You  say  that  you  can- 
not believe  them  upon  their  oaths  when 
they  swear  fidelity  to  your  constitution, 
and  ask  you  to  trust  them  to  fight  in  its 
defence.  They  say  to  you,  'For  God's 
sake  let  us  be  free,  that  we  may  tight  for 
you.*  To  which  you  answer,  '  No,  yon 
are  most  unreasonable  men — ^What !  do  you 
want  your  hands  untied !  How  do  we  know 
what  use  you  will  make  of  them  if  we  do 
untie  them  ?'  To  which  they  may  subjoin, 
'  Take  care  that  you  do  not  make  us  break 
our  chains  ourselves,  for  if  we  do,  that  will 
take  away  every  claim  you  have  on  us  for 
our  assistance,  in  the  hour  of  peril.* — 
There  is  one  thing,  however,  at  which  I 
am  able  to  rejoice  in  the  consideration  of 
this  subject,  that  of  our  having  entirely  got 
rid  of  a  bug- bear  ;  I  mean  the  Coronation 
Oath.  There  is  nothing  whatever  in  the 
true  spirit  of  that  oath,  which  militates 
against  the  king's  assent  to  any  measure 
which  the  two  other  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature may  present  to  his  majesty  in 
favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics.  Not  one, 
even  of  the  most  strenuous  opponents  of 
this  measure,  will  now  talk  of  the  Coro- 
nation Oath  ;  they  are  beaten  out  of  it  ; 
they  are  ashamed  to  mention  it  again. 
That  is  one  of  the  advantages  which  have 
arisen  from  the  discussion  of  this  subject. 
But  it  served  one  admirable  purpose  for 
the  right  hon.  gent.  :  the  purpose  of  elec- 
tion— an  insult  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  But  the  insults 
which  you  have  offered  to  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  have  been  still  worse.  What  could 
be  more  galling  to  them  than  the  late  ap- 
pointment of  a  privy  counsellor,  who  is 
marked  out  for  his  singular  hostility  to 
them  in  every  particular.   And  then  agam. 
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the  manner  in  which  the  Petition  wm  ob- 
jected to  in  point  of  form  when  firtt  offered 
to  the  house  was  calculated  to  make  the 
most  unfaFourable  impression  upon  the 
minds  of  the  Catholics.  Nothing  could  be 
more  wounding  to  their  pride  than  the  in- 
dignities which  have  of  late  been  studi- 
ously offered  to  them,  in  the  year  1 805 
the  Catholics  petitioned  parliament  The 
result  we  know.  In  the  year  1 807  they 
did  not  petition.  They  were  advised  not 
to  petition.  Why  did  they  follow  that 
advice  ?  Because  they  confided  in  the 
party  that  advised  them.  They  saw  con- 
ciliation in  every  act  of  administration  to- 
wards them.  Relying  on  the  faith  of  go- 
yernment,  they  abstained  from  petitioning. 
They  found  themselves  again,  on  the  sud- 
den, disappointed,  and  in  the  year  1808 
nothing  is  lef^  for  them  but  to  petition 
again,  in  order  to  be  heard.  But  you  say 
that  this  question  should  be  so  decided 
to-night  as  that  they  may  be  discouraged 
from  repeating  their  application.  Do  you 
wish  to  drive  them  from  this  house  for 
ever  !  I  entertain  no  such  thought  I 
hope,  and  I  contidently  trust,  that  this  sub- 
ject will  perpetually  recur  until  it  shall 
become .  successful.  1  do  hope  that  the 
Catholics  will  come  before  us  rrom  time  to 
time  until  they  shall  become  successful 
in  their  application.  Let  me  intreat  this 
house  to  remember,  that  in  Ireland,  by  I 
know  not  what  fatuity,  concessions  have 
always  come  too  late.  Not  too  late  for 
any  good  effect,  but  too  late  for  the 
intended  effect,  that  of  satisfying  those 
to  whom  it  was  made  :  neither  should 
the  house  forget  what  dean  Swift  said 
of  Ireland,  which,  if  true,  accounts  for 
the  discontents  of  its  people :  '  That 
it  is  a  country  which  has  always  been 
pillaged  and  plundered.'  Remember  the 
words  of  Mr.  Eden  when  he  was  enter- 
ing on  his  mission :  <  That  the  emergency 
was  so  great,  the  time  so  short,  that  he 
could  not  go  home,  but  had  a  post  chaise 
at  the  door  of  the  house  of  commons/ 
This  is  an  instance  of  the  necessity  of  dis- 
patch. But  do  you  take  care  that  you  do 
not  delay  this  subject  so  long  that  the  Ca- 
tholics may,  at  last,  refuse  to  receive  your 
messenger  when  he  shall  arrive  with  your 
concessions  to  them  ;  for  the  time  is  ap- 
proaching fast  when  you  must  do  all  they 
require.  I  see  the  nght  hon.  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  appears  indignant 
at  this.  I  wish  to  know  on  what  terms 
the  different  members  of  the  king's 
Ternmeat  are  with  each  other  upon 


subject  I  know  that  the  duke  of  Port- 
land, is,  nominally,  at  the  bead  of  the  pre- 
sent administration.  He  was  once  a  stre- 
nuous friend  to  the  Catholics.  Is  he  true 
to  his  point  ?  Is  he  <  the  son  of  their 
table  ?'  and  are  they  *  planets  that  are 
not  able,  ^vithout  his  beams,  to  shine  ?' — 
But  to  conclude  ;  I  wish  to  know  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  for  all  parties  that 
we  should  go  into  this  committee  ?  No, 
says  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  you 
should  not,  tor  nothing  will  satisfy  the 
Roman  Catholics  but  the  absolute  formaT 
tion  of  a  new  establishment  in  the  Church 
of  Ireland.  No,  says  the  noble  lord,  for 
this  inquiry  will  lead  to  the  emancipation 
of  the  Catholics.  To  which  I  say,  not  ne- 
cessarily to  either ;  for  the  committee  will 
rK>t  be  bound  to  adopt  any  one  measure 
which  may  be  proposed.  They  will  only 
have  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  for  which 
reason  I  shall  heartily  vote  for  going  into 
a  committee  upon  this  important  question. 
Colonel  Hutchinson  rose,  amidst  a  ge- 
neral call  for  the  question,  and,  having  ob- 
tained a  hearing,  spoke  to  the  following  ef- 
fect : — Sir,  I  think  it  not  a  little  extraordi- 
nary, upon  a  subjectof  such  vast  importance 
to  the  Irish  nation,  and  to  the  British  em- 
pire, that  gentlemen  are  so  anxious  to  come 
to  a  decision  upon  the  question,  that  they 
will  not  allow  every  one  to  deliver  their 
sentiments  upon  it — Sir,  it  is  a  subject 
which,  in  the  present  momentous  crisis^ 
calls  most  imperiously  for  the  sentiments 
not  only  of  the  Irish  members,  and  those 
of  the  British  representation,  but  it  does 
also  demand  at  least  some  notice  from  the 
government.  It  is  therefore  with  very 
great  surprise,  not  unmixed  with  regret, 
that  I  have  not  beard  from  ministers  any 
one  argument  against  the  claims  of  tfaie 
petitioners ;  but  what  has  created  in  my 
mind  greater  surprise,  and  made  more  im- 
pression on  me,  is,  that  not  one  British 
member  has  condescended  to  ofier  one 
single  argument  against  the  Petition.  I 
take  it  for  granted,  therefore,  that  they 
have  none  to  oder — if  they  had,  an  appeal 
for  amelioration  and  protection  from  four 
millions  and  a  half  of  your  fellow  subjects, 
would  not  be  met  with  silence.  Is  this 
the  way,  I  ask,  in  which  yon  mean  to  pass 
it  over  ?  I  should  hope  not  I  »hould  hope 
that  you  will  not  let  it  go  forth  to  the  Ca^ 
tholics  of  Ireland,  that  upon  a  petitioB 
stalioff  disabilities  and  grievances,  which, 
as  subjects  of  the  empire,  they  Jaboiir 
under;  and  praying  that  tiioie  disabilities 
BUfbt  be  fftiBO¥«d,  j(m  .dismissed  thosft 
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claiins  in  silence,  bat  will  give  some  8ha«- 
dow  of  reason  for  the  dismissal.  If  mini* 
sters  and  the  English  memben  on  their 
side  of  the  house  are  determined  to  per- 
severe in  silence,  and  give  a  silent  rote,  I 
claim,  on  the  part  of  those  English  mem- 
bers who  wish  to  speak,  that  they  may 
retire  and  meet  a^^in ;  perhaps  the  late- 
ness of  the  hour  [nve  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing] may  have  indisposed  them,  and  pre- 
vented them  from  delivering  their  senti- 
ments, I  hope  it  is  so,  for  the  honour  of 
the  united  parliament.  It  therefore  most 
be  desirable  to  adjourn  and  meet  again, 
when  the  subject  may  undergo  a  full  and 
ample  discussion  ;  for  never  let  it  be  said 
that  the  house  assented  to  so  disgraceful  a 
proceeding  as  treating  with  contempt  the 
great  majority  of  the  Irish  Mstion.  I  shall 
therefore  move.  Sir,  "  that  the  house  do 
adjourn  till  this  afternoon." — ^The  question 
was  agam  loudly  called  for. 

General  Montagu  Matthew. — Sir,  I  am 
•orry  to  find  this  boose  so  anxious  to  come 
to  a  division  on  the  question.  I  am  also 
concerned,  that,  notwithstanding  what  has 
been  u^ged  by  the  ri^t  hon.  gent,  who 
so  ably,  to  eloquently,  and  so  liberally 
brought  forward  the  claims  of  the  peti- 
tioners, the  house  is  •  determined  to  meet 
tbem  with  a  silent  vote.  After  the  very 
handsome  manner  in  which  that  right  hon. 
gent,  has,  on  the  part  of  the  Catholics, 
stated  their  readiness  to  vest  in  his  ma- 
jes^  the  supreme  authority  of  nominating 
their  bishops,  I  say  I  should  have  hoped 
this  house  would  have  gone  into  a  com- 
mittee. Ireland,  however,  has  nothing  to 
expect  from  the  liberality  or  justice  of  the 
united  parliament.  [Here  lord  Castle- 
reagh  smiled.]  I  am  sorry  to  see  the  noble 
lord  laughiRg.  He  has,  I  assure  him,  not 
much  cause  for  his  mirth  ;  for  there  is  not 
an  Irish  county,  town,  or  borough,  that  has 
not  rejected  him.  The  Irish  people  dils- 
own  him.  I  should  not  have  said  so  much 
of  the  noble  lord,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
that  laugh  of  scorn  which  he  exhibit- 
ed. The  question,  sir,  is  a  serious  one, 
end  I  do  know  there  are  many  gentlemen 
who  think  difforently  from  the  noble  lord, 
and  who  wish  to  speak  upon  the  subject, 
I  hope  therefore  that  the  house  will  agree 
to  adjourn  the  debate. 

Mr.  R.  Martin. — I  trust  the  houi«  will 
yield  to  the  motion  of  my  honourable 
nriend.  I  know  many  Insh  members 
would  speak,  if  the  debate  were  adjourn- 
ed ^  and  they  can  throw  new  light  epon 
^e  subject^ 


The  question  being  loudly  called  for, 
the  house  divided,  when  there  appeared. 

For  adjourning  the  Debate  -  -    118 

Against  it ^ 298 

Majority  against  the  adjournment 180 

Strangers  were  not  re-admitted  into  the 
gallery,  but  we  understand  that,  after  a 
speech  of  some  length  from  col.  Hutchin- 
son, in  favour  of  the  Petition,  the  question 
was  again  loudly  called  for,  and  the  house 
divided  upon  Mr.  Grattan's  original  mo- 
tion for  referring  the  Petition  to  a  Conunit- 
tee  ;  when  there  appeared. 

For  going  into  a  Committee  -  -  128 

Against  it 28 1 

Majority  against  the  Petition 15$ 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then 
disposed  oi',  and  at  six  o'clock  on  Thursday 
morning  the  house  adjourned. 
List  of  tlie  Minority. 
Aberoromb^,  Hon.  J.      Howard,  colouel 
Althorpe,  viscount  Howard,  W. 

Anstruther,  girS.  Hughes,  W.  L. 

Bagenal,  W.  Hume,  W.  H. 

BarhaiB,  J.  F.  Hurst,  R. 

Birgh,.T.  Hutchinson,  C.  VL 

Bradshaw,  A.  C.  Laing,  M. 

Brand, T.  '  Lambe,  W. 

Browne,  A*  LaAbton,  R.  J. 

Brown,  D.  Latouche,  J. 

Burton,  F.  N.  Laloucbe,  D. 

Butler,  C.  H.  Latoucbe,  H. 

Butler,  J.  Laurence,  F. 

Byng,  O.  Leach,  J. 

Calcraft.  J.  Duyd,  sir  E.  P. 

Campbell,  lord  J.  Lytileton,  W.  H. 

Carendtsb,  lord  G.  H.     Macdonald,  J. 
CaveadislH  W.  Maddocks,  W.  A, 

Cavendish,  O.  H.  Maben,  S. 

Cocks,  E.  C  Mahon,  viscount 

Combe,  H.C.  Martin,  H. 

Creevey,  T.  Martin,  R. 

Daly,D  B.  Mathew,  M. 

Daly,  J.  Mawle,  W.  R. 

Dundas,  C.  L.  Meade,  colonel 

Dundas,  H.  L.  Mills,  W. 

Ebrington,  viscount        Milner,  sir  W. 
Elliot,  W*  Milton,  viscount 

Fitzgerald,  W,  Montgomery,  cobnel 

Fitzgerald,  Lord  H,         Moore,  P. 
Fiupatrick,  B.  Morpeth,  viscount 

Foley,  Ts  Mosely,  sir  O. 

Folkestone,  viscount       Mostyn,  Sir  T. 
Freemantle,  W.  H,  Neville,  R.  , 

French,  A;  Newport,  sir  J. 

Gower,  eail  North,  D. 

Grattan,  H.  Nugentj'sir  G. 

Greeahill,  Ui  O'Brien,  sir  E. 

Grecnhough,  G.  fi.         Odell,  W. 
Grenfell,  P.  Ord,  W, 

Grenvillc,  T.        •  Ossukton,  lord 

Herbert,  H.  A.  Parnell,  H. 

Hibbert,  G;  Pelbam,  C.  A. 

Hippisley,  sir  J.  C.         Pelham,  G. 
Homtr,  F. '  Petty,  lord  H. 
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Philipps,  R.  M^. 
Pig^ote,  sir  A. 
Ponsonby,  rt.  bon..G. 
Ponsoubv,  hoD.  F. 
Power,  R. 
Priitie,  F. 
Pym,  E. 
Qain,  W.  H. 
HomiUy,  sir  & 
Russell,  lord  W.. 
St.  AubyD,  sir  J« 
Salusbury,  sir  R*. 
Savage,  FV 
Scudainore,R.P. 
Sharp,  R. 
Shendan,  R.  B. 
Shipley,  col. 
Smith,  G» 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  W. 


Somerviile,  sir  M. 
Stanley,  lord 
Stanley,  col. 
Talbot,  col. 
Tierney, G. 
Walpole,  gen. 
Ward,  J.  W. 
Warrender,  sir  G. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Wharton,  J. 
Wilder,  col. 
Windhanf.  W. 
Winnington,  sir  T.  E. 
Wynne,  sir  W.  W. 
Wynne,  C.  W.  W. 

Tellen 
Temple,  earl 
Fitzgerald,  M. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  May  26. 
[Fifth  Military  Report  —  Medical 
Department  of  the  Army.]  Lord  Folke- 
9tone, — Mr.  Speaker;  I  wish  to  put  a 
question  to  the  honourable  gentleman, 
a  lord  of  the  treasury,  opposite  to  me, 
and  to  make  oni  or  two  observations  con* 
nected  with  the  object  of  that  ouestion. 
I  came  down,  sir,  to  the  house  tnis  day, 
with  the  intention  of  submitting  these 
observations  on  the  question  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  for  renewing  the 
Commission  of  Military  Inquiry ;  but 
though  I  was  here  before  the  usual  hour 
of  commencing  public  business^  I  found 
that  the  Bill  had  been  already  passed.  I 
therefore  trust  that  the  house  will  jndulee 
me  but  for  a  few  moments,  though  I  should 
not  be  strictly  regular  in  addressing  them. 
The  question,  which  I  wish  to  put  to  the 
hon.  member  is  this.  Whether  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  treasury  to  adopt  any  mea- 
sure in  consequence  of  the  Fiflh  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Military  Inquiry, 
respecting  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Army  ?  And  if  they  do  mean  it,  I  beg  to 
suggest  to  them  the  necessity  of  caution 
and  mature  consideration,  and  of  further 
inquiry,  before  they  adopt  the  opinions 
and  suggestions  of  the  Commissioners.  For 
it  does  nappen.to  be  within  my  knowledge, 
that,  in  the  Report  alluded  to,  much  in- 
justice is  done  to  the  exertions  of  ^a  meri- 
torious servant  of  the  public ;  and  if  I  do 
not  say  much  unmerited  censure  cast  upon 
him,  I  have  no  besitatioiS  in  saying  that 
much  deserved  praise  is  withheld.  The 
person  to  whom  I  allude  is  Mr.  Knight, 
who  holds  the  two  offices  of  Inspector  Ge- 


neral of  Hospitals,  and  Comptroller  General 
of  Hospital  Accounts.  If  gentlemen  have 
read  the  Report,  they  will  know  that  the 
ai}airs  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Army  were  formerly  conducted  by  a  boaixl 
of  three  medical  gentlemen  ;  but  that  for 
some  years  past  this  board  has  been  abo- 
lished, and  the  difierent  departments  of  it 
have  been  divided  between  the  three  gen- 
tlemen who  composed  it.  Mr.  Knight  is 
one  of  them.  Now,  the  first  thing  I  wish  to 
remark  is,  what  musi  strike  every  person 
who  looks  into,  the  Report,  namely,  the 
confusion  that  seems  to  exist  in  the  minds 
of  the  commissioners  with  respect  to  the 
office,  which  each  of  these  gentlemen  has 
in  charge,  for  censure  is  oUen  cast  upon 
transactions  which  are  referred  to  one  of 
them,  when  it  is  evident  from  another  part 
of  the  Report,  that  he  has  nothing  at  all  to 
do  with  that  pai*t  of  the  business.  But  iu 
other  respects  the  injustice  done  to  Mr. 
Knight  is  still  more  glaring.  In  one  in- 
stance reference  is  nfade  to  a  change  Ijitely 
adopted  in  the  army  with  respect  to  ho.<i- 
pitals ;  the  system  of  regimental  hospitals 
having  been  adopted  in  lieu  of  the  more 
expensive  and  less  effectual  system  of  ge- 
neral hospitals : — It  is  not  denied,  indeed, 
that  the  alteration  has  been  beneficial  in 
every  point  of  view,  economical  to  a  great 
degree,  and  effectual  in  insuring  the  better 
health  of  the  soldier,  and  in  enabling  the 
diiferent  regiments  to  bring  into  the  field 
a  larger  proportion  of  their  respective 
establishment.  But  what  I  complain  of  is 
this,  that  the  praise  is  not  given  to  the 
person  who  really  suggested  and  brought 
about  this  change — I  mean  Mr.  Knight. 
Nay,  in  one  instance,  pains  are  taken,  most 
unjustly  to  detract  from  his  merit:  the 
commissioners  compute  the  saving  to  the 
public  from  this  source  to  be  about  8000/. 
per  annum,  from  which  too  they  state 
sdme  drawbacks:  whereas  it  is-  evident, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  system  of  stop* 
pages  and  arrangements  established  by 
him,  the  saving  is  not  only  what  they 
compute  it  to  be,  but  also  such  as  to  cover 
such  contingent  expences  formerly  de- 
frayed by  the  public,  making  on  the  whole, 
even  on  their  own  data,  an  annual  saving 
of  upwards  of  40,000/.  There  are  one  or 
two  other  points  in  which  I  think  the  same 
injustice  has  been  done  to  Mr.  Knight. 
The  commissioner.^*  take  great  credit  to 
themselves  for  having  detected  various 
abuses  in  Plymouth  hospital;  whereas 
this  gentleman  had,  with  great  pains  and 
assiduity^  laid  open  all  the  frauds  of  thai 
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hospital  as  long  as  above  two  years  ago, 
at  the  desire  of  the  commissioners  tor 
daditing  the  public  accounts.  He  under- 
took the  task,  though  foreign  from  the 
duties  of  his  office,  and  I  have  myself  seen 
their  letter  of  thanks  to  him  of  the  date  of 
the  6th  June,  1806,  thanking  him  for  the 
care  with  which  he  had  done  it.  Again, 
with  respect  to  the  accounts  of  Chatham 
hospital,  though  he  receives  no  credit  for 
detecting  the  abuses  of  Plymouth  hospital, 
a  direct  censure  is  cast  upon  him  for  not 
having  gone  through  the  Chatham  ac- 
counts; when  in  truth  those  accounts  have 
never  to  this  moment  been  put  into  his 
possession  in  such  a  state  as  to  enable  him 
to  examine  and  audit  them. — Sir,  these  are 
the  observations  which  I  wished  to  make. 
I  thank  the  house  for  their  indulgence ; 
but  I  have  thought  it  quite  necessary  that 
they  should  be  made,  to  rescue  from  tin- 
merited  censure  a  gentleman,  who  is  a 
most  zealous,  active,  and  meritorious  ser- 
vant of  the  public  ;  who  has  sacrificed  a 
great  portion  of  his  professional  advantages 
in  the  public  service,  whose  health  has 
been  impaired  by  his  labours,  and. who 
has,  I  am  sure,  always  endeavoured,  and, 
I  believe,  with  effect,  to  perform  his  duties 
to  the  satisfaction  of  his  employers,  and  to 
the  advantage  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  stated,  that  th^  lords 
of  the  treasury  had  the  intention  of  taking 
some  steps  in  consequence  of  the  Report 
alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord ;  and  that 
they  were  already  aware  of  the  circum- 
stances to  which  he  had  called  his  atten- 
.  tion.  They  had,  accordingly,  referred 
parts  of  the  Report  to  the  War-office  for 
further  information ;  and  as  they  were 
aware  that  great  injustice  would  be  done 
to  individuals  if  the  opinions  of  the  Com- 
missioners were  wholly  adopted,  the  noble 
lord  might  be  sure  due  caution  would  be 
observed  before  any  steps  were  taken.  He 
concluded  by  bearing  testinsony  to  Mr. 
Knight's  exertions. 

Tne  Secretary  at  War  said,  that  he  was 
fully  aware  of  the  advantages  which  the 
public  had  derived  from  various  alterations 
rtiggested  by  Mr.  Knight,  and  adopted 
under  his  directions. 

Mr.  Freemantle  spdke  likewise  to  the 
zeal  and  constant  attention  to  his  public 
duties  which  had  always  actuated  Mr. 
Knight.  He  had  known  him  for  many 
yetrs,  and  was  sure*  that  he  was  a  merito- 
rious servant  of  the  public. — Mr.  Van- 
sittart  and  Mr.  Calcrah  said  a  few  words. 
-^Mr.  Rose  gave  notice  that  on  Monday 
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he  should  move  for  some  accounts  which 
would  tend  to  elucidate  the  Report  alluded 
to ;  and  entirely  concurred  in  what  had , 
fallen  from  the  noble  lord. 

[Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.]  Mr.  Banhs 
proposed  to  refer  to  a  Committee  the  Ac* 
count  presented  yesterday,  relative  to  th© 
amount  of  Mr.  Palmer's  per-centage  on  the 
revenue  of  the  Post-office.  ^  His  motive  in 
making  this  reference  was,  that  he  feared 
the  return  overrated  what  was  to  be  pro- 
perly only  the  per-centage  on  the  net  re- 
venue.— ^After  some  explanation  from  Mr. 
Long  and  Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  Bankes's  motion 
was  agreed  to,  and  a  Committee  appointed 
accordingly. 

[Petitions  against  the  Orders  in 
CouNciL.J  Mr.  Titmey  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  proceeding  in  the  exanii- 
nation  of  witnesses  on  the  Orders  in  Coun* 
cil. 

Lord  Castlereagh  urged  the  propriety  of 
proceeding  to  the  further  consideration  of 
the  Local  Militia  bill ;  at  the  same  time,- 
he  left  it  entirely  to  the  feelings  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  whether  he  thought  that 
the  business  which  he  had  brought  fonvard 
ought  to  take  the  precedence. 

.Mr.  Rose  stated  that  some  of  the  wit- 
nesses, not  expecting  to  be  called  upon  on* 
this  evening,  had  not  attended. — ^The  Ser- 
jeant at  arms  having  inquired,  it  was  found 
that  no  persons  were  in  attendance,  and 
Mr.  Tierney  having  declined  to  move  any 
new  order  on  the  subject, 

Mr.  Whitbread  thought  that  the  attend- 
ance of  those  witnesses  should  be  enforced,   ' 
not  so  much  byway  of  punishment,  as  for 
the  sake  of  example  in  future. 

Lord  H,  Petty  supported  the  motion. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  house  had  a 
right  to  compel  the  attendance  of  any 
witness,  and  it  was  for  the  house  to  con- 
sider whether  their  absence  was  wilful  or 
accidental.  If  it  was  wilful,  the  course 
would  be,  to  order  them  into  custody  ; 
but  if  it  was  accidental,  it  would  be  for 
the  house  to  order  their  attendance  on  ano- 
ther day. 

Mr.  Whitbread  moved,  that  they  be  or- 
dered to  attend  to-morrow. — ^While  the  ^ 
conversation  was  going  on,  the  Speaker 
informed  the  house  that  the  parties  were 
come.  The  Speaker  having  left  the  chair, 
Mr.  Moling  was  called  to  the  bar,  and  ex- 
amined by  Mr.  Tierney.  His  answers  to 
the  questions  put  to  him  being  given  in 
rather  an  indecorous  style,  he  was  repri^ 
manded  in  the  course  of  his  examination^  - 
and  ordered  to  be  more  cautious  in  thtt 
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Unguage  he  used  in  future. — ^The  abtovc 
witness  was  examined  at  considerable 
length  by  Messrs.  Tierney,  Whitbrcad, 
Stephen,  and  Eden.  The  purport  of  his 
testimony  went  to  prove,  that  the  Orders 
'  in  Council  had  not  been  attended  with  any 
of  the  effects  he  had  expected  would  have 
resulted  from  them  upon  the  continental 
trade;  at  the  same  time  he  persisted  in 
declaring  it  as  his  continued  opinion,  that 
of  such  effects  they  would  sooner  or  later 
be  ultimately  productive. — ^Three  more 
witnesses  were  examioed,  after  which  the 
house  resumed. 

HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

Friday,  May  27, 

[Roman  Cathouc  Petition.]  The  or- 
der of  the  day  being  read  for  taking  into 
consideration  the  Petition  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  presented  on  th«  12th 
of  April,  the  said  Petition  was  read  by  the 
clerk ;  after  which^ 

Lord  Grenville  rose  and  spoke  as  follows  : 
My  lords ;  I  am  now  to  bring  before  your 
lordships  the  important  subject  of  the  Pe- 
tition which  has  just  been  read.  I  am  sin- 
cerely Sony  if  its  postponement  to  a  later 
day  than  that  which  I  had  originally  pro- 
posed l)as  produced  inconvenience  to  any 
member  of  this  house,  especially  to  those 
whose  character  and  functions  must  give 
Ihem  peculiar  interest  in  this  debate, 
whichever  side  they  may  think  it  their 
duty  to  espouse.  To  their  wishes  I  would 
gladly  have  shewn  that  attentiou^o  which 
they  are  so  well  entitled.  But,  for  the 
take  of  the  cause  entrusted  to  me,  I  was 
bound  to  comult  also  the  convenience  of 
others  whose  assistance  on  such  an  occa- 
sion I  could  not  but  be  anxious  to  obtain. 
I  have  still,  however,  to  regret  the  absence 
of  one  nobl^e  friend  of  mine  (earl  Grey), 
whose  eloquence  is  so  well  calculated  to 
adorn  and  to  en£[>rce  any  opinions  which 
he  honours  with  his  support.  That  ab- 
leoce  is  owing  solely  to  the  same  domestic 
circumstance  which  would  befol*e  have 
prevented  his  attendance.  He  has  parti- 
cularly requested  me  to  state  this  fact,  and 
to  declare  to  your  lordships  his  full  and 
complete  concurrence  in  the  motion  which 
I  am  about  to  offer.  A  declaration  which 
he  was  desirous  that  I  should  make,  in  or- 
der to  obviate  the  possibility  of  misrepre- 
sentation ;  but  which  was  wholly  unneces^ 
tary  to  those  who  know  his  character. 
From  an  agreement  with  him  on  any  sub- 
ject I  must  always  derive  the  greatest  plea^ 


sure  ;  but  I  have  peculiar  satis&ction  ia 
claiming  for  this  question,  in  the  success 
of  which  I  have  been  so  long  and  so  deep- 
ly interested,   the  full   advantage  of  his 
high  authority.       In  other  respects  the 
postponement  has  been  extremely  advan- 
tageous to  the  discussion  of  this  night. 
To  myself  it  is  a  source  of  unspeakable  sa*, 
tisfaction.     I  know  not  what  may  be  the 
feelings  of  others ;  no  language  can  ex- 
press the  difierence  of  my  own  sensations 
at    the    present    hour,  irom  those  with 
which,  only  a  few  days  since,  I  should 
have  brought  this  subject  forward.     I  al- 
lude to  the  efiects  already  produced  by 
the  recent  discussion  of  this  matter  ia 
another  assembly.     From  that  discussion 
a  dawn  of  better  hope  has  hsen  upon  the 
advocates  of  this  great  cause;    and  we 
enter  on  the  duty  of  the  present  day  with 
the  cheering  confidence  of  approaching 
to  complete  succesiu    I  speak  not  merely' 
of  the  brilliant  tsdents,  and^  dignified  mo- 
deration, with  which  the  question  was  in- 
troduced ;  these  were  anticipated  from  the 
person  who  proposed  it.    The  manner  in 
which  the  subject  was  discussed,  the  state* 
nients  which  its  agitation  produced,  and 
the  impression  which  has  been  made  upoa 
the  public  mind,  must  lead  to  the  most  ex* 
tensive  and  beneficial  consequences.     I 
am  confident  that  the  happy  influence  of 
that  discussion  will  extend  itself  to  thi& 
place,  and  that  we  shall  all  emulate  that 
temper  and  moderation,  thai  patriotism, 
and  wisdom,  which  are  at  this  hour  tho 
theme  of  e?ery  tongue.    Those  certainly 
who  see  no  other  safety  to  their  country 
but  in  conciliation  and  unioo,  will  be  pe* 
culiarly  careful  so  to  speak  and  act  on  this 
memorable   occasion,  as  it  becomes  men 
pursuing  such  a  purpose.    To  myself  I 
trust  no  fresh  incitement  was  wanting  for 
this  determination.    Three  yeara  ago,  the 
temperate    and    conciliatory   manner  ia 
which  I  then  brought  before  you  the  same 
question,  was  acknowledged  even  by  its 
warmest  opponents.    Such  was  the  con- 
duct which  I  then  felt  due,  nfii  only  to  my 
own  character  and  to  that  of  the  peti- 
tioners, but  also  to  the  dignity  of  the  great 
cause  which  they  had  entrusted    to  me. 
How  much  more  is  it  now  due  to  those 
fluttering  hopes  of  approaching  succeA 
which    animate    all   my   exertions,   and 
brighten  all  the  prospects  of  my  country ! 
No  sentiment,  no  word  shall  fall  from  me 
that  can  impede  the  happy  progress  of 
conciliation  :   nothing  that  can  revive  the 
memory  ai  pai(  mmositiei^  or  ioflAinA 
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those  passtom  which  we  hare,  I  trust,  al- 
ready consigned  to  eternal  obtiTion.  There 
are,  1  know,  among  the  warmest  friends  of 
conciliation,  some  who  disapproved  the 
choice  which  the  petitionee  have  made  of 
.  the  time  at  which  they  come  before  you. 
Charged  with  presenting  their  Petition,  I 
deemed  it  improper  then  to  express  any 
opinion  on  this  point.     They  were  the  fit- 
test jadges  of  their  own  interests;  and  in 
laying  their  grievances  before  jroa  at  their 
own  season,  they  exercised  the  afidoubted 
ri^^t  of  British  subjects.     In  tKe  first  ses- 
iion  of  the  present  parliament,  I  had,  in 
fltating  to  this  honse  the  general  situation 
and  proap«cts  of  the  empire,  poimed  out 
to  the  new  ministers,  as  their  most  urg^ftt 
^ttty^  the  conciliation  of  the  great  mass  €4 
tiM  people  of  Ireland.    JBwt  I  added,  thai 
while  I  recomnended  to  t^  goyemment 
to  meet,  and  even  to  anticipate,  the  rea- 
aoBabte  wishes  of  that  body,  I  wished,  on 
the  other  band,  to  impress  upon  the  Ca^ 
tholics  thetnselves  the  patriotism  and  the 
msdom  of  forbearance.    This  counsel  I 
Mt  justified  in  ofiering  as  a  tried  and  zea- 
lous, tbovffh  hitherto  uMoccessfiil,  adro- 
caie  of  thdr  cause.    Of  their  intention  to 
apply  to  you  in  the  present  session  I  was 
not  informed  until  the  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed ;  bad  I  been  consulted  I  might  proba* 
bly  baye  thought  it  for  their  interest  to 
diicotirage  it :  the  event  has  shewn  how 
matly  1  should  have    been    mistaken. 
Yet  eyen  then  1  shouM  have  foH  some  dif- 
ficulty in  deterwining  for  others  a  question 
of  sttch  importance  to  their  interests,  and 
fo  much  depending  ott  local  circim»tancei»» 
Ever  since  the  Union,  the  best  and  wisest 
nea  of  that  persoMon  have  laboured  ifv- 
deMgably  to  fix  tke  attention  of  their 
feikiw-subjeeta  steadily  on  parliam^t,  as 
the  kgitinace  sooree  of  evety  political 
tasaefit,  the  centre  of  light  and  gonial 
wai^th  which  cheei^  afid  vivifies  th«  eito- 
Ipwe.    The  maintenance  of  tkis  sentimeftt 
ia  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  public 
welfare.    This  it  is  that  requires  the  fre- 
quent renewal  of  these  applications  to  the 
united  legblature.     It  is  the  ob|ett  of  our 
enexues  to  drive  the  Catholic  tcy  despair. 
The  endttavour  of  our  fi-iends  must'be  to  en- 
coemge,  by  fireqoent  maiiifostations  of  the 
growing  dispoAttons  of  this  country,  his  just 
eonfidence  of  ultimate  and  approaching  sot-f 
,ec8B.    Many  new  circumstances  had  also 
•risen  to  infloence  this  question.     Neither 
the  situation  of  Ireland,  nor  that  of  Europe, 
bad  remained  unchanged  durmg  the  last 
ii»eli(e  oi^nMhs;    Th&  rapid  reyotutioft  of 


this  awful  period  outrun  the  slow  delibera^ 
tiona  of  a  temporising  and  timid  policy. 
That  measure  which  was  before  expedi- 
ent, is  now  become  necessary  for  the  cow- 
mon  safety.    Let  it  not  be  delayed  until 
it  can  be  no  longer  usefid.     All  the  dan- 
gers, which  it  is  calculated  to  avert,  are  at 
this  moment  impending  over  us — all  the 
mischiefe  which  its  suspension  aggravate* 
— all  the  evils  which  iu  refusal  may  render 
irreriiediable — are  hu  accuraolatinff  upon 
the  British  empire.    The  lines  of  cfrcum. 
vallation  are  closing  round  us.     Every 
port  in  Europe  is  barred  to  our  commerce. 
Every  nation  armed  against  oar  existence. 
The  foarful  hour  of  trial  is  upon  us;    re- 
quiring all  we  can  command  of  strengths 
and  power,  of  courage,  energy,  and  virtue. 
8hall  we  complain,  if  in  such  a  moment 
our  fellow-subjects  again  desire  to  defend 
our  common  6>uiitry — again  entreat  tbat 
they  may  partake  in  our  exertions  as  the^ 
must  share  our  danger — and  renew  their 
supplication  for  arttos  to  be  used  in  our  caaise 
and  thews,  now  in  the  very  moment  when 
the  trumpet  is  sounding  for  the  battle  ? 
They  hsrve  alao  fresh  authority  to  adduce 
in  support  of  their  request — powerfol  ad- 
vocates, whose  voice  till  this  hour  has 
never  yet  been  raised  in    their  behalf. 
Long  has  that  unhappy  eountry  been  di^ 
tracted    by    religious    animosity.       Too 
much  reason  had  we  formerly  to  fear  that 
conciliation  to  one  class  of  our  countrymen 
might  to  others  be  matter  of  ofience  and 
jealoflsy.      Even  in  that  state  no  othet 
course  w*»  safe,  as  none  wis  honourable> 
but  tha«  ^  equal  and  impartial  justice. 
But  this  difficulty  is  A<w  removed,    llie 
Protestants  of  Irelund  desire  the  repeal  ef 
these  disabilities  which  stlA  attach  upon 
their  CalJholie  brethren.    No  longer  con- 
fining   themselves    even    to    a    fWcndly 
neutrality,  they  stand  forward  in  bdialf  of 
their  feHow-s objects,  and  of  their  country. 
In  eight  or  nine  counties  of  Ireland  they 
have  testified  paWtdy  «heir  aUfxiety  for  the 
success  of  this  Petition.      They  whose 
rights  these  exchrtions  were  supposed  «a 
protect,  they  <^htose  monopoly  they  wene 
intended  to  uphold,  they  eome  forwani 
now  and  enti^eat  fm  to  eaetcnd  to  the 
whole  population  of  your  kingdom  the  in- 
estimable benefit  of  equal  laws.    A  cir- 
cumstance of  immortal  honour  to  them- 
selves— a  pledge,  I  trtist,  of  lasting  union 
to  their  country.     Under  these  circum- 
stances, then,  of  frerfi  indtJceinent  and  in- 
creased encouragement,  with  new  argu- 
ttMDU  to  your  wiBdom>  with  new  claima 
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iipon  your  justice,  the  Petitioners  repeat* 
their  appeal  to  this  great  assembly.  And 
the  experience  of  the  last  three  days  has 
confirmed  their  anxious  hope,  that  the  dis- 
cussion could  be  productive  only  of  adr 
vantage  to  the  public  interests.  The 
motion  which  I  mean  to  ground  upon  this^ 
Petition  is — to  refer  it,  without  delay,  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  house  ;  not' that 
I  have  myself  any  doubt  that  we  ought  to 
comply  with  it  at  once,  and  to  its  full  ex- 
tent; but  because  it  is  above,  all  things 
desirable  that  the  whole  subject-  should 
be  fully  and  deliberately  investigated. 
Whenever  this  great  measure  shall  be 
adopted,  let  it  not  be  one  of  hasty  and  in- 
considerate concession,  on  which  the  pres- 
sure.of  the  times  shall  stamp  the  character 
of  weaknes$ ;  examine  in  detail  all  the 
bearings  of  the  question-;  look  into  the 
whole  situation  of  Ireland ;  satisfy  your 
own  judgments,  both  as  to  what  you 
ought  to  grant,  and  at  what  period  the 
concession  should  be  made.  Grant  it  be- 
cause you  think  it  just  to  be  claimed  and 
fit  to  be  conceded,  not  merely  because  you 
feel  it  dangerous  to  be  withheld.  Consider 
also  with  what  measures  it  ought  to  be 
accompanied,  what  course  of  poTicv  is  ne- 
cessary to  reader  its  benefits  efiectual, 
what  new  safeguards  its  adoption  may  re- 
quire. Far  from  wishing  to  endanger  your 
constitution/  the  Petitioners  declare  them- 
selves ready  to  support  it  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives.  To  its  security  this  measure 
will  above  all  others  effectually  contribute. 
But  if  by  any  additional  suggestions  jea- 
lousy can  be  satisfied,  and  fear  allayed  ; 
if  in  doing  this  great  act  of  justice  to  the 
Catholics,  you  can  at  the  same  time  gra- 
tify and  benefit  every  other  description  of 
your  subjects  ;  that  will  indeed  be  work 
worthy  of  statesmen  and  legislators.  These 
are  the  enquiries  on  which  I  propose  that 
the  house  should  enter.  Questions  of 
more  extensive  policy  can  never  be  sub- 
mitted to  your  wisdom,  nor  a  wider  field 
opened  to  you  for  promoting  the  public 
happiness.  Do  not  refuse  to  yourselves  so 
glorious  and  necessary  a  task.  Let  it  not 
be  reproached  to  you  in  the  histo^  of 
ypur  country's  calamities,  that  your  torpid 
indhference,  or  groundless  apprehensions, 
suffered  an  opportunity  to  pass  away  which 
no  repentance  could  afterwards  recall ! 
You  have  indeed  been  told  that  the  sup- 
.  porters  of  this  cause  exaggerate  the  ef- 
fects of  a  few  remaining  disqualifications : 
that  we  speak  of  their  removal  with  all  the 
confidence   and  ignorance  of  empirics ; 
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pl^osing  it  as  the  one  marvellous  and 
ytiiVersak  remedy  for  all  the  long-conti- 
if^ed  evils  of  that  country.  The  reproach, 
I  am  confident,  is  unfounded.  Such  senti-- 
ments  we  have  never  entertained  or  utter- 
ed. Very  difierent,  at  least,  are  my  views  , 
of  the  extent  of  policy  necessary  for  the 
peace  and  union,  for  the  good  government 
add  happiness  of  Ireland.  You  cannot 
reasonably  expect  all  these  inestimable 
benefits  from  a  single  act  of  justice.  It  is 
much  easier  to  forbear  from  further  iqjury, 
than  to  remedy  the  mischiefs  of  past  op- 
pression. **  The  evil  that  men  db  lives 
after  them;''  The  consequences  of  mis- 
go  vemiaent  will  long  survive  its  authors ; 
the  effects  of  religious  animosities  will  ex- 
tend their  influence  through  many  gene- 
rations. Let  us  apply  ourselves,  we  can- 
not do  it  too  soon,  to  annihilate  the  last 
remnants  of  a  destructive  system.  But 
that  state  of  your  country  which  has  re- 
sulted from  it,  will  not  so  speedily  be 
changed.  The  feelings  of  mutual  distrust, 
the  remembrance  of  mutual  liostility,  ail 
the  long-cherished  offipring.of  a  whole 
code  and  constitution  of  intolerance,  these 
will  yield  only  to  the  gradual  tfiough  cer- 
tain operation  of  a  wis^  and  happier 
policy.  Our  first  resolution  should  be  to 
comply,  with  this  Petition;  to.  remove 
every  remaining  civil  disability  on  account 
of  religious  belief.  This  b  the  looked-for 
and  natural  consequence  of  the  union; 
this  is  necessary,  if  not  to  redeem  your 
plighted  faith,  at  least  to  satisfy  the  just 
expectations  which  you  then  created. 
But  this  must  be  a  part  only  of  a  large 
and  comprehensive  system.  It  was  so 
considered  by  that  great  statesman,  aow 
no  more,  (Mr.  Pitt)  of  whom  J  never  think 
but  with  the  warmest  affection,  respect, 
and  admiration.  Our  opinions. on  this 
subject  were  not  only  in  conrplete  unison, 
but  I  may  truly  say  they  were  formed  to- 
gether by  mutual  communication,  and  un- 
reserved confidence.  The.  plans  which 
were  then  in  contemplation  embraced  the 
whole  ecclesiastical  state  of  Ireland  ;  its 
religious  establishments,  if  such  they  may 
be  called,  in  all  their  various  branches. 
They  included,  in  the  first  instance,  mea- 
sures of  considerable  benefit  to  the  estab- 
lished church ;  calculated  to  promote  l>o|h 
its  honour  and  its  advantage,  and  to  render 
it  (if  I  may  use  the.  expression  without  of- 
fence) far  mojre  adequate  than  it  now  can 
be  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  pro- 
vided. A  short  statement  will  convmce 
your  Idsbips  what,  ample  occasion  this 
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matter  alone  afibrds  for  the  exercise  of 
your  wisdom  and  liberality.    By  accounts 
which  hare  been  publisbed,  and  have  not, 
as  far  as  1  know,  been  disputed,  it  appears 
that  two  thousand  four  hundred  parishes  in 
Ireland  are  now  consolidated   into  little 
more  than  eleven  hundred  benefices  ;    of 
which  reduced  numbed  more  than  a  tenth 
part  are  absolutely  without  churches,  and 
not    four    hundred    have  glebe   houses. 
Surely  your  Idships  must  see,  in  such  a 
state  of  things,  better  means  of  assisting 
the  established  Church,  more  satisfactory 
measures  to  be  taken  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  Protestant  religion,  than  by 
any  laws  of  exclusion  or  intolerance.  Nor 
had  the  situation  of  the  Dissenters,  by  far 
the   most  numerous  Protestants  in  that 
country,    been    overlooked.      Measures 
were  in  contemplation  for  increasing  the 
provision  which  the  ^wisdom  of  govern- 
ment had  long  since  granted  to  their  mi- 
nisters.   These  measures  have,  I  believe, 
since  that  period,  been  carried  into  efiect ; 
whether  wholly  ©r  in  part,  I  am  not  per- 
fectly certain.    The  state  of  the  Catholic. 
Church  in  Ireland,  administering  to  the 
spiritual  wanU  of  four  millions  of  your 
people,  had  also  been  an  object  of  delibe- 
rate consideration.     Much  has  been  said 
elsewhere  of  the  influence  of  their  bishops ; 
and  in  a  former  debate  even  in  this  house, 
great  stress  was  laid  on  the  dangers  of  a 
Catholic  hierarchy.     If  you  tolerate  the 
Catholic  Church,  which  is  episcopal,  you 
must  of  course  allow  it  toiiave  its  bishops. 
But  it  is  unquestionably  proper  that  the 
crown  should  exercise  an  effectual  nega- 
tive over  the  appointment  of  the  persons 
called  to  execute  those  functions.    To  this 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  declare  themselves 
perfectly  willing  to  accede.     The  precise 
mode  of  giving  effect  to  the  principle, 
will  best  be  seUled  by  the  wisdom  of  par- 
liament.     It  is  fit  matter  for  discussion  in 
such  a  committee  as  I  propose.     The  de- 
claration of  the  Catholics  on  this  subject 
is  an  unquestionable  proof  of  their  solici- 
tude to  meet  the  kindness  of  their  fellow- 
subjects,  and  to  accede  to  any  practicable 
means  of  removing  even  the  most  ground- 
less jealousies.     As  such,  I  rejoice  that  it 
has  been  made,  and  I  see  with  infinite  sa- 
tisfaction the  just  impression  which  it  has 
universally  pi^oduced.     To  me  it  is  not 
new.     I  always  felt  the  propriety  of  pro- 
viding for  this  point.     The  experience  of 
other  countries  proved  both  its  expediency 
and  its  fnracticability.     It  formed  apart  of 
the  plans  intended  to  be  brought  forward 


at  the  period  of  the  Union  ;  and  what  we 
then  knew  of  the  sentiments  of  theK^- 
tholics  respecting  it,  lef^  no  doubt  upon 
our    minds    that   the   matter    might    be 
easily  and  satisfactorily  adjt^ed.      Pro- 
vision was  also  intended  to  be  made  for 
the  decent  and  necessary  subsistence  of 
the  Catholic  clergy  of  that  country.   More 
than  that  they  did  not  ask,   and    even 
that  they  were  unwilling  to  receive  in 
any  manner  that  might  tend  to  separate: 
their  cause  fi*om  that  of  their  community. 
The  propriety  of  this  step  rests  on  grounds^ 
of  policy  and  reason,  which  will  not,  I 
think,  be  questioned  even  by  the  wannest 
adversaries  of  the  present  motion.     Much 
as  we  must  regret  the  error  of  their  fiuth, 
desirous  as  we  must  be  that  the  light  of 
reformation  may  by  the  progress  of  know- 
ledge be  diffused  over  that  people,  we  can« 
not  forget  that  there  is  in  Ireland  a  rapids 
ly  increasing  population  of  above  four 
millions  of  Catholics.     What  legislator, 
what  christian,  would  wish,  either  to  leave 
such  a  people  destitute  of  religious  in- 
struction, or  to  place  their  teachers  in  ab- 
solute dependance  for  their  bread  on  the 
voluntary  contribution  of  the  poorest  pea- 
sants?   On  this  point  I  believe  all  are 
agreed — I  mention  it  only  as  one  of  the 
many  measures  which  call  for  inquiry  and 
adoption.     Many  of  the  most  plausible 
arguments  against  the  petitions  of  the  Ca-^ 
tholics  are  drawn  from  their  objections  to 
the  Oath  of  Supremacy.  This  matter,  also, 
it  is  much  to  be  desired  that  your  Idships 
should  consider  in  detail.    It  is  seneraliy 
and  greatly  misapprehended  in  this  coun* 
try.    We  are  oflen  told  that  Catholics  re- 
fuse to  acknowledge  the  same  obedience 
to  their  sovereign  which  he  receives  from 
all  his  other  subjects.      The   charge  is 
wholly  groundless.     They  recognize,  as 
you  do,  in  the  civil  government  of  theii^ 
country,  all  temporal  power  and  authority. 
Their  uniform  and  repeated  declarations, 
the  pledges  they  have  already  given,  the 
oaths  they  have  already  taken,  ought  to 
satisfy  you  fully  on  this  head.     If  more  se- 
curity be  necessary,  let  it  be  exacted ;  but 
let  your  measure  apply  only  to  that  for 
which  it  professes  to  provide,  the  autho- 
rity of  your  sovereign  and  the  security  of 
your  government.    The  oath,  as  it  now 
stands,   includes  a  question  of  spiritual 
supremacy,  foreign  to  those  objects.    Tlie 
church  of  England  itself  does  not  acknow- 
ledge any  such  supremacy  in  the  crown. 
The  king,  acting  by  the  councils,  and  ex- 
ercising the  powers  which  the  laws  have 
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giren  hitn,  if  indeed  in  all  matters  eccle- 
siastical or  temporal,  supreme.  But  he  is 
so  as  a  civ^il  magistrate  only.  He  is  not 
the  spiritual  head  ;  he  is  not,  if  I  may  so 
express  il,  the  pope  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land. Such  a  claim  was  indeed  once 
maintained  by  the  capricious  despotism  of 
a  prince  whose  wildest  imaginations  it  was 
not  always  safe  to  resist.  But  the  wise  and 
virtuous  men  who  laid,  after  his  decease, 
the  true  foundations  of  our  church,  admit- 
ted BO  such  authority  in  their  sovereign.  It 
exists  not,  therefore,  in  the  church  of  Eng« 
land.  Of  the  other  established  church  of 
this  united  kingdom,  the  king  is  not  in  any 
sense  whatever  acknowledged  as  the  head. 
The  same  temporal  obedience  which  both 
tliese  Protestant  churches  pay  to  their  sovc- 
.  Feign,  the  Catholics  acknowledge  also.  In 
all  matters  of  civil  government,  even  of 
that  mixed  nature  in  which  ecclesiastical 
and  civil  jurisdictions  are  combhied, 
they  submit  themselves  withotit  reserve 
to  the  svpreme  authority  of  the  kifig> 
ia  this  parliament  at  legislator,  in  other 
cooncito  as  civil  governor  of  this  empire. 
Ik  the  spiritual  head  of  their  church 
they  acknowledge,  as  all  the  subjects 
oC  this  realm  formerly  acknowledged,  a 
•piritHal  aatfaoritv  confined  to  questioM 
<>f  feith.  The  nefomiatiofi  hat  taught  ws, 
tbat  fiwr  that  spiritual  autberity  there  is  no 
warrant  in  tlie  principles  of  oar  religion. 
But  this  is  a  qvestkM  f  arely  of  religious 
belief;  in  ■«  degree  afl^eting  that  abso- 
lute  daty  and  undivided  allegiance,  wkich 
our  Catholic  felUw.svbjects>  in  common 
with  oarseWcs,  owe  and  pay  to  the  person 
and  govermnem  of  their  sovereign.  In  a 
committee  yoa  may  place  tliit  matter  in 
'm  true  liglk,  md  brinf  it  to  the  unerring 
test  of  etperience.  With  that  view  it  was 
intended,  at  the  period  to  which  I  have  so 
often  refetred,  t»  aofamit  to  parliament,  in 
liea  Gff  the  oatb  eif  supremacy,  framed  as 
we  all  knew  fef  the  purpose  of  exchision, 
a  new  form  of  oath,  calculated  to  unite, 
not  ta  divide  our  people.  That  oath  would 
have  contained  aa  explicit  pledge  of  sop- 
port  to  the  established  constrtotiovi,  and  the 
inost  express  disclaimer  that  could  be  de- 
mised, of  any  interference  with  his  majesty's 
kgpttraate  and  undoubted  sovereignty. 
Whatever  words  may  be  most  effectual 
iac  thw  purpose,  let  them.be  adopted; 
provide  the  iullest  security  that  jealousy 
ilself  can  dictate  for  that  which  we  are  all 
equally  anxious  to  defend:  and  let  it  then 
he  seen  whether  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
ate  rehictant  to  caocur  m  sack  lieckra- 


tions.  There  is  yet  another  subject,  the 
consideration  of  which  was  designed  to 
accompany  these  important  measures.  It 
IS  not  indeed  exclusively  connected  with 
the  situation  of  the  Catholics,  but  it  is  an 
inseparable  part  of  any  comprehensive  sys- 
tem for  the  good  government  and  happi- 
ness of  Ireland.  I  mean  the  matter  of 
Tithes  ;  a  questioD  as  delicate  as  it  is  im-, 
portant;  and  into  which,  therefore.  Twill 
not  now  enter  iaither.  It  was  carefully, 
considered  at  the  period  of  the  Union,  and 
was  intended  then  to  have  been  brought 
forward.  It  came  again  under  discuss:on 
when  I  had  last  the  hoiiotir  to  serve  his 
majesty ;  the  greatest  attention  was  given 
to  it  by  the  noble  duke  wIm  at  that  time 
represented  his  maj.  in  Ireland ;  and  frooa 
the  result  of  both  deliberations,  I  am  con- 
fident much  may  be  done  upon  it,  greatly 
to  the  advantage  of  the  church,  and  of  tfale 
country.  The  groundwork  of.mery  socfa 
proceeding  most  be  laid  in  an  inviolable 
respect  for  the  sacred  righu  of  property  ; 
one  of  the  main  ptUan  m  security  for  all 
that  we  enjoy  of  Isw  or  liberty.  I  have 
thus  enumentted,  however  imperfectly,  the 
various  measures  with  which  the  great 
statesman,  of  whom  I  have  spoken,  alwari 
meant  to  accompany  the  proposal  for  the 
repeal  of  every  civil  discpialification  which 
still  attaches  upon  religious  belief.  Gieai 
and  important  safeguards  they  were,  in 
my  judgment,  for  tl^  civil  and  ecdesiasti-* 
cal  ceastitotten  of  the  realm :  wise  and 
salutary  provisions  for  promotimr  the  inte*- 
reMs  of  religion,  for  esBtending  the  benefr* 
cial  influence  ofevrraformed  and  establish* 
ed  church;  for  conciliating  the  warmest 
afiectwns  ef  a  peopte  whose  various  inte* 
rests  and  feelings  were  thus  consulted,  awl 
for  insurmg  (as  far  as  human  wisdom  caa 
insure  it)  the  success  of  a  system  of  uni** 
versal  and  unreserved  benevolewoe.  I 
know  of  no  other  means  adequate  to  such 
purposes ;  and  the  good  effects  even  of 
these  would,  as  experience  has  but  tea 
plainly  shewn,  very  much  depend  on  the 
spirit  'in  which  such  laws  should  be  exe- 
cuted, and  the  temper  in  whkh  such  a 
government  should  be  administered,  if 
any  forther  measures  connected  with  this 
extensive  question,  measures  either  of  lo- 
cal or  of  general  advantage,  of  additional 
conciliation  to  Ireland,  or  of  increased 
security  to  our  civil  or  reh'gioua  estabiish- 
menCB,  were  in  the  contemplation  of  that 
wise  and  good  man,  I  knew  them  not  I 
have  no  doubt  that  I  enjoyed  his  full 
cenOdeDce  eo  the  subject*    But-  if  anjr 
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such  intentions  were  communicated  to  any 
other  person,  let  them  be  stated  to  parlia- 
ment with  the  same  explicitness.  His 
name  will  recommend  them  to  your  at- 
tention ;  their  own  merit,  if  they  were 
his,  will  infallibly  entitle  them  to  it. 
What  I  ask  is  only  that  you  should  enter 
fully  into  the  discussion  of  the  subject. 
Let  it  not  be  understood  that  you  are  de- 
termined to  leave  Ireland  in  its  present 
state.  Against  that  part  alone  of  the 
whole  population  of  your  empire,  let  not 
the  doors  of  parliament  be .  closed,  and  a 
barrier  established  of  perpetual  and  irre- 
vocable distinctions.  Whatever  be  the 
result  of  your  deliberations,  much  be- 
nefit will  be  derived  from  the  mere 
examination  of  these  questions.  Many 
asperities  will  be  softened,  many  un- 
founded jealousies  allayed.  Much  un- 
easiness has  been  excited  by  your  appa- 
rent unwillingness  even  to  look  into  the 
situation  of  that  great  portion  of  your 
fellow-subjects.  Great  good  will  there- 
fore be  done  whenever  it  is  known  that 
you  are  seriously  employed  in  consulting 
for  their  happiness ;  seeKing  to  reconcile 
the  prejudices  of  others*  and  to  satisfy 
your  own  apprehensions;  and  at  least 
endeavouring  to  extend  to  four  millions  of 
British  subjects,  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
British  constitution.  My  lords,  these  are 
questions  which  will  force  theDEL<telves  upon 
our  thoughts.  We  are  placed  in  a  situation 
such  as  no  country  has  ever  seen  since  th^ 
commencement  of  civilization  in  Europe. 
So  much  power  has  never  before  been 
directed  by  so  much  inveteracy,  against 
the  existence  of  any  state.  No  people  has 
ever  had  so  much  to  lose ;  none  has  ever 
been  threatened  with  a  greater  danger  of 
the  loss  of  all.  Every  former  peril  of  our 
own  history  shrinks  mto  nothing  in  com- 
parison with  the  present  hour.  No  con- 
federacy ever  formed  in  Europe  possessed 
80  great  a  force  as  is  now  combined 
against  us.  We  have  no  recourse  as  for- 
merly to  the  support  of  other  powers. 
Their  strength  is  annihilated,  their  inde- 
pendence lost,  and  even  their  wishes  arc 
for  the  most  part  alienated  from  us.  We 
cannot  look  with  any  hope  to  the  divisions 
of  our  enemies.  The  whole  power  of 
Europe  is  grasped  by  a  single  hand^  and 
directed  by  ^  single  will ;  wielded  excKi- 
flively  against  this  country,  and  pointed 
with  undivided  energy  at  me  soJe  object 
of  our  destruction.  In  this  great  and 
avi^ul  crisis,  what  is  proposed  to  you? 
Not  to  despair  of  your  country — (Jod  for- 


bid !  But  to  apply  yourselves  to  the  best 
means  of  its  defence.  That  when  we  are 
thus  menaced  from  without,  we  may  at 
least  be  united  within  ;  that  if  we  hope 
for  no  extreme  aid,  we  may  not  deprive 
ourselves  of  any  part  of  our  own  resources ; 
that  if  we  cannot  profit  by  any  divisions  of 
our  enemies,  we  may  not  ourselves  be 
found,  in  the  hourof  trial,  a  divided  people. 
The  magnitude  of  our  real  danger  the  mind 
of  man  can  scarcely  grasp.  Do  not  add 
to  it  by  visionary  alarms.  Our  enemy  is 
formidable  without  example.  Against  him, 
and  not  against  your  own  countrymen, 
call  forth  the  wlwle  strength  and  energy 
of  the  empire. — All  may  yet  be  insum- 
cient.  But  if  we  then  fall,  we  shall  be  re- 
verenced even  in  our  defeat ;  and  if  we 
conquer,  that  triumph  will  be  doubly  glo- 
rious, which  is  achieved  by  the  union  of  s^ 
free  people.  To  the  exultation  of  present 
victory  it  will  add  the  confidence  of  per- 
manent security.  This  is  a  policy  too 
plain  and  obvious  to  be  argued.  What 
is  there  that  can  prevent  its  adoption  ?  In 
some  former  periods,  danger  might  have 
been  apprehended  from  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland.  If  king  William,  against  the' 
whole  tenor  of  his  life,  and  in  opposition  to 
those  principles  which  constitute  the  glory 
of  his  character,  consented  to  measures  of 
intolerance  in  Ireland,  he  had  at  least  the 
plea  of  notorious  disaffection.  In  the  eyes 
of  every  Irish  Catholic  his  government  was 
an  usurpation.  The  same  opinion  may 
have  operated  in  a  less  degree  under  some 
of  his  immediate  successors.  But  does  it 
now  exist  ?  The  very  family  is  extin- 
guished whose  pretensions  were  opposed 
to  him.  If  those  pretensions  could  be  now 
revived,  does  any  man  believe  that  one  arm 
would  at  this  day  be  raised,  one  voice 
heard,  in  their  support  ?  The  claim  is  at 
an  end ;  the  danger  has  ceased  ;  the  very 
circumstances  in  which  it  originated  are 
forgotten ;  and  your  jealousies  alone  sur- 
vive !  Has  any  fresh  ground  of  appre- 
hension since  arisen  ?  None  is  pretended. 
Are  we  threatened  with  any  practical  in- 
convenience from  these  conceptions  ?  No. 
W^e  hear  only  of  imaginary  theories  of  go- 
vernment, of  fixed  and  immutable  princi- 
ples of  our  constitution,  which  must,  it 
seems,  for  ever  withhold  its  benefits  from 
these  Petitioners.  Dreadful  principles,  if 
such  must  be  their  eflect  ! — Hard  neces- 
sity, which  is  to  raise  an  eternal  barrier 
against  four  millions  of  your  subjects !  I 
know  of  no  such  principles  under  any 
form  of  government  i  much  less  are.  they 
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compatible  with  the  doctrines  of  a  free 
constitution.  All  legislative  bodies  are 
bound  to  accommodate  their  laws  to  the 
tole  objects  for  which  their  power  is  given 
— the  safety  and  happiness  of  the  commu- 
nity. It  is  their  duty  to  exact  no  more 
than  those  interests  require  ;  to  leave  un- 
touched all  that  can  be  enjoyed  consistently 
with  them.  Times  and  seasons,  the  mind 
and  dispositions  of  men,  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  nations,  must  regulate  the  exer- 
'  cise  of  this  authority.  The  principles  of 
moral  justice  are  alone  immutable  ;  the 
regulations  of  political  society  must  fluc- 
tuate with  the  chance  and  changes  of  hu- 
man events,  with  the  circumstances  of 
national  character;  and  the  objects  of  civil 
institutions.  But  let  these  fixed  and  uni- 
versal principles  be  examined  in  detail. 
What  are  they  ?  First,  that  the  sovereign 
of  these  realms  must  always  be  a  member 
of  the  religion  established  bylaw.  Where 
is  this  principle  found  ?  In  the  Revolution  ? 
The  Revolution  placed  upon  your  throne- 
a  sovereign  who  was  not  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  England.  The  Revolution,  and 
the  two  successive  Unions,  have  esta- 
blished under  your  present  sovereign,  and 
in  this  his  united  kingdom,  two  separate 
Churches  of  different  persuasions.  In  what 
manner  shall  he  conform  to  both  ;  or  how 
shall  he  fulfil  this  new  obligation,  which 
purports,  without  warrant  of  law,  and  by 
an  impracticable  condition,  to  fetter  his 
conscience?  The  Act  of  Settlement  pro- 
vides that  the  sovereign  of  these  realms 
shall  not  be  a  Catholic ;  and  this  provision 
both  the  Unions  have  confirmed.  But 
this  is  matter  of  positive  enactment,  not  of 
general  principle.  It  originated  in  an  oc- 
casional, though  very  imperious  necessity. 
It  authorizes  no  inference  beyond  the  ex- 
press provision  of  the  law  itself.  It  aflbrds 
no  warrant  for  the  second  of  these  pre- 
tended universal  principles,  which  pui7}orts 
to  apply  the  same  exclusion  to  all  partici- 
pation m  the  legislature,  and  to  all  share 
m  the  councils  of  the  state.  On  what 
ground  indeed  is  this  contended  ?  From 
argument,  or  from  analogy  ?  From  the 
history  of  other  countries,  or  from  our  own 
experience  ?  Is  there  no  difference  be- 
tween the  authority  of  a  sovereign,  and 
the  duties  of  his  subjects  ?  Is  it  an  eternal 
maxim,  that  all  persons  differing  from  the 
religion  of  the  state  must  necessarily  be 
anxious  to  overthrow  its  government? 
Has  such  actually  been  found  the  •  conse- 
quence of  toleration  ?  No  sect  of  Christia- 
nity inculcates  such  a  duty.    The  revela- 


tion, on  which  our  common  religion  rests, 
expressly  commands  the  contrary.  All 
history  disproves  the  assertion  ;  our  own 
daily  experience  confutes  it ;  and  our 
conduct  m  this  veiy  case  itself,  is  incon- 
sistent with  it.  The  government  of  France 
was  not  subverted  by  Sully  ;  her  armies 
were  not  betrayed  by  Turenne.  Among 
the  very  troops  with  which  our  great  deli- 
verer rescued  us  from  civil  and  religious 
tyranny,  were  bodies  of  Catholic  soldiers 
and  Catholic  officers.  He  trusted  them  ; 
they  justified  his  good  opioion.  Such  are 
the  effects  of  just  and  liberal  government, 
the  fmits  of  confidence  in  honourable  and 
conscientious  minds.  We  ourselves  have 
two  established  Churches  in  this  island. 
Are  they  labouring  to  subvert  each  otlm*  ? 
What  nrutual  persecution  ever  kindled 
greater  animosity  than  once  existed  be- 
tween them !  What  Christian  charity 
ever  exceeded  the  harmony  in  which  they 
now  live  together?  What  convulsions 
did  their  hostilify  occasion  in  this  coun- 
try !  What  miseries  did  it  not  produce  in 
Scotland,  so  long  as  either  endeavoured  to 
force  upon  the  other  its  own  establishments 
and  doctrines  !  What  advantages  have  not 
resulted  from  their  Union'  ever  since 
that  wicked  project  was  mutually  aban- 
doned 1  In  this  respect  at  least,  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  revolution  were  those  of  reli- 
gious conciliation.  Tl^e  revolution  did  in 
Scotland  much  more  than  we  are  asked  to 
do  in  Ireland.  It  established  in  the  same 
island  with  us,  that  Church  which  had  so 
long  cherished  an  inveterate  hatred  to  our 
reformed  episcopacy.  We  have  since,  by 
a  solemn  act  of  Union,  made  the  same 
Church  a  member  of  our  own  kingdom. 
We  have  received  its  disciples  into  both 
houses  of  parliament,  and  admitted  them 
to  every  civil  and  military  office.  They 
have  sat  upon  the  wool-sack  ;  they  have 
filled  our  chief  seats  of  justice,  and  all  the 
highest  stations  of  our  government ;  they 
have  led  our  fleets  and  armies  to  victory — 
with  how  much  benefit  and  how  much 
glory  to  the  empire  !  Is  it  on  the  Catholic 
alone  that  these  universal  principles  at- 
tach ?  Does  his  belief  alone  inspire  irre- 
concilable hostility  to  every  government 
in  which  his  Church  is  not  established  i 
Where  then  were  these  eternal  truths, 
when  we  admitted  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
to  the  command  of  regiments  and  fort- 
resses ;  when  we  opened  to  them  the  great 
mass  of  the  civil  offices  of  their  country ; 
and  above  all,  when  we  imparted  to  them 
the  elective  franchise^  and  bid  them  shart 
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in  the  choice  of  our  own  legislature  ?  It  is 
too  late  now  to  erect  jour  standards  of  ex- 
clusion against  a  part  of  .the  constituent 
body  of  parliament,  and  to  treat  as  aliens 
the  members  of  your  own  family.    If  you 
consider   them  as  brethren  and  fellow- 
citizens,  admit  them  fully  to  share  and  to 
defend  your  constitution;  if  as  irrecon- 
cilable enemies,  repeal  your  past  impro- 
Tident  concessions.     Their  present  state  is 
inconsistent  with  both  opinions.     I  trust 
we  shall  not  tm  this  day  bear  again  of 
the  exploded  calumnies  of  last  year — ^the 
Tery  remembrance  of  which  is  disflnraceful 
to  the  times  in  which  we  live  !    We  shall 
not  again  be.  told  that  four  millions  of  our 
fellow  Christians  disclaim  the  obligation 
of  an  oath !    that  four  millions  of  our  fel- 
low-subjects think  it  lawful  to  depose  and 
murder  their  sovereign !    That  tiiese  opi- 
nions form  a  part  of  their  religious  creed, 
are  inculcated  by  pious  and  enlightened 
teachers,  and  received  by  a  whole  com- 
munity, including  men  of  as  high  birth, 
as  extensive  knowledge,  as  liberal  educa- 
tion, and  as  tried  loyalty,  as  any  of  your 
lordships ! — ^You  do  not  believe  it.    If  you 
^id,  should  we  at  this  day  be  arguing 
about  their  exclusion  from  a  few  remain- 
ing offices  ?  Should  we  not  rather  be  con- 
sidering how  to  defend  against  them  the 
very  first  foundations  of  our  society  ?  How 
could  persons  holding  such  opimons  par- 
take even  of  the  lowest  functions  of  go- 
yernment?    How  indeed  could  any  go- 
vernment whatever    be  administered  to 
them  ?  To  argue  such  a  question  farther 
at  this  day,  would  be  to  insult  your  under- 
standings.   Yet  must  I  not  omit,  in  justice 
to  your  fellow-subjects,  to  remind  you  how 
often  they  have  disclaimed  these  horrid 
tenets.    Grateful  for  the  opportunities  you 
have'  afforded  them,  they  have  subscribed 
to  every  test,  they  have  signed  every  de- 
claration, which  you  have  provided,  to 
vindicate  their  moral  character.     Is  any 
man  still  unsatisfied  ?  Judge  them  by  the 
testimony  of  their  accusers.     Did  the  au- 
thors of  these  laws  believe  that  the  Catho- 
lic disregards  the  sanction  of  an  oath  ? 
Are  the  Supporters  of  this  code  at  this  mo- 
ment sincere  in  the  same  opinion?   On 
what  security  have  they  rested  their  whole 
system  of  exclusion  ?  Why  does  not  the 
Catholic  peer  this  day  claim  at  your  table, 
his  hereditary  seat — the  commoner  avail 
himself  in  the  other  house  of  th^  suffrages 
of  his  countrymen  ?  What  in  every  other 
line  of  life  denies  to  the  people  of  this 
persuasion  every  jost  object  of  high  and 
Vol.  XL 


laudable  ambition?    What  else  but  that 
dreaded  sanction  of  an  oath,  which  con- 
scientious men  of  every  faith  are  equally 
afraid  to  violate  ?  Your  laws  are  therefore 
nu^ory,    if  the  charge  be  true ;   how 
unjust  are  they,  if  they  themselves  are 
founded  on  the  knowledge  of  its  false- 
hood !  Every  part  of  your  present  system 
is  indeed  equally  inconsistent  with  any 
belief  in  these  atrocious  calumnies.    Does 
the  religion  of  a  Catholic  teach  him  that 
treason  and  murder  may  be  commanded 
by  any  human  power  ?    Why  then  have 
we  trusted  them  so  far  ?  Are  sach  men  fit 
to  fill  our  army  and  our  navy,  to  hold  all 
but  the  highest  commissions  m  our  service, 
and  to  execute  almost  every  civil  office  ? 
Such  monstrous  incongruities  are  unfit  eveq 
to  be  discussed  in  this  assembly.     Such 
accusation  can  serve  only  to  inflame  the 
passions  of  the  lowest  and  most  ignorant 
of  mankind.     The  very  suspicion  is  an 
outrage  against  justice,  and  the  necessity 
of  repelling  it,  an  indignity  under  which 
your  fellow-subjects  ought  not  to  have 
been  placed.     Yet  many  years  ago,  the 
Catholics,  impatient  of  such  reproaches, 
have  vindicated  by  the  most  decisive  tes- 
timony, both  their  own  profession,  and  the 
common  religion  of  Christianity.      Not 
content  with  testifying  their  abhorrence 
of  these   imputed   principles,  they  pro- 
duced the  solemn  declarations  of  all  the 
most  famous  Catholic  imiversities.     By 
those  learned  and  religious  bodies  the  de- 
testable doctrines  of  which  I  am  speaking 
were  unanimously  disclaimed.     Every  fo- 
reign Catholic  concurred  in  the  same  sen* 
timents.     They  heard  of  the  charges  with 
horror ;    but  with  grief  and  indignation 
also,  that  in  this  liberal  countiy,  and  en- 
lightened age,  such  tenets  should  be  im- 
puted to  our  fellow  Christians.     What  far- 
ther testimony  could  strengthen  this  dis- 
avowal?  The  confirmation  of  the  Papal 
see.    That  ialso  has  been  had,  and  the 
same  declarations  have  been  solemqly  pro- 
mulgated from  that  quarter.     What  then 
remains  ?  Of  the  oath  of  supremacy  I  have 
already  spoken  at  large.    All  fears  of  Ca- 
tholic hierarchy  must  be  at  an  end,  since 
the  ofifer,  now  publicly  made,  of  submit- 
ing  the  nomination  ot  the  Bishops  to  an 
effectual  control.    The  present  loyalty  of 
that  body  is  unquestioned ;  the  proposed 
arrangement  secures  you  against  all  tiiture 
danger.  The  practice  of  excommunication 
was  objected  to.     To  exclude  from  their 
community  those  who  disturb  its  peace  or 
I  violate  its  rules^  must  be  a  right  incident 
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to  the  members  of  every  Church  soared 
to  exist  under  your  government.     If  th^t 
Church  be  Episcopal,  the  exercise  of  this 
right  must  be  sublet  to  Episcopal  juris- 
diction ;  if  Catholic,  it  must  be  regulated 
by  Catholic  doctrines.     But  this  principle 
can  justly  be  applied  to  spiritual  matters 
only.   Have  there  been  attempts  to  extend 
it  farther?    Permit  no  such  interference 
tvith  the  temporal  interests  of  your  peo- 
ple.   Prohibit  it  by  your  law ;  and  if  pro* 
nibition  be  found  mefFectual,  punish  it.    I 
am  assured  that  if  you  go  into  this  com- 
mittee, and  are  willing  to  pursue  the  in- 
quiry, the  most  satisfactory  defence  can 
be  made  against  the  accusations  on  which 
so  much  stress  was  laid.     I  have  no  doubt 
that  those  who  urged  these  charges,  would 
find   on  such   investigation   how  grossly 
they  have  been  imposed  upon.     Be  this 
fact  however  as  it  may,  you  can  at  least 
provide  etlectually  against  such  practices 
m  future.     No  man  will  be  more  ready 
than  myself  to  concur  in  any  reasonable 
security     against    every     such    abuse ; 
thoroughly  persuaded  that  in  so  doing,  I 
shall   not  only  di^char^e  my  own  duty, 
but  afio  gratify  the  wishes  of  the  Peti- 
tioners.    These  then,  thus  shortly  enume- 
rated, thgs  easily  answered,  are  all  the 
grounds  which  are  commonly  urged  for 
continuing  these  proscriptions  against  our 
fellow-subjects.     They   are   incapable   of 
being  supported    by    argument;    at  the 
mere  touch  of  inquiry  they  vanish  into 
air.     Yet  if  our  prejudices  are  still  unsub- 
dued, if  our  judgment  is  still  unconvinced 
by  reason,  let  us  at  least  profit  by  experi- 
fence.    What  country  in  Europe  was  there 
but  your  ov^-n,  in  which  Catholics  had  not, 
before  the  late  revolutions,  enjoyed  unli- 
mited toleration  ?  In  what  country  were 
Ihey  found  to  undermine  the  government, 
or  to  conspire  with  that  powei-ful  enemy 
always  so  ready  to  profit  by  internal  di- 
visions ?    In    Russia,    under    the    Greek 
Church,  the  Catholics  proved  themselves 
faithful  aiid  loyal   subjects.     In  Prussia, 
under  the  Protestant  establishment,  the  • 
unqualified  toleration  of  Catholics  produc- ' 
ed  none  but  the  happiest  effects.     In  Hol- 
land they  were  found  good  citizens ;  in 
•iSwisserland,  faithful  allies.     Even  ift  your 
pwn  country,  and  during  all  the  rigours  of 
your  past  intolerance,  the  fact  is  acknow- 
ledged in  the  most  solemn  proceedings  of 
your  government.     In  1778,  the  first  act; 
passed  in  Ireland  for  the  relaxation  of  the . 
penal  laws,  was  grounded,  as  its  preamble 
declares^  on  the  lung  and  uniform  good' 


conduct  of  the  Catholics.  It  is  for  the 
honour  of  both  parties  that  the  fact  should 
thus  be  recorded ;  for  the  interest  of  both, 
that  it  should  always  be  remembered.  It 
•is  on  the  same  grounds  that  I  now  propose 
to  you  not  to  adopt  a  new  and  untried 
course  of  measures,  but  to  persevere  in  that 
of  which  we  have  already  experienced  the 
advantage ;  to  repay  loyalty  by  protection, 
and  to  deal  out  kindness  in  reward  for  at- 
tachment. This*  is  the  happier  policy 
which  we  have  pursued  for  the  last  30 
years ;  have  we  seen  reason  to  repent  it  ? 
At  the  commencement  of  that  period,  we 
first  invited  a  depressed  and  desponding 
population  to  share  in  the  blessings  of  in- 
dustry :  we  opened  to  them  the  varions 
channels  of  domestic  and  foreign  com- 
merce ;  we  restored  to  them  that  interest 
in  the  soil  of  their  country,  which  the  bar- 
barous policy  of  our  ancestors  had  denied; 
and  we  efHiced  from  their  statute  book, 
laws,  which  dishonoured  the  legislattire, 
and  sapped  the  morals  of  the  people. 
And  surely  never  were  wisdom  and  libe- 
rality more  abundantly  rewarded.  Under 
the  happy  influence  of  this  system,  one 
and  the  same  generation  has  seen  Ireland 
start  from  poverty,  contempt,  and  weak- 
ness, into  wealth,  consequence,  and  power. 
Has  she  alone  enjoyetl  these  benefits,  or 
have  they  not  all  been  shared  with  Great 
Britain ;  augmenting  even  in  a  still  greater 
proportion  our  own  prosperity,  and  at  this 
hour  essentially  contributing  to  our  de- 
fence ?  Rxamine  all  the  resources  of  the 
empire  :  its  revenue  augmented  by  her 
contributions ;  its  wealth,  and  commerce, 
and  navigation,  of  which  she  furnishes  so 
large  a  part ;  its  naval  and  military 
strength,  the  bulwarks  of  our  common 
safety,  and  the  glory  of  our  common  name. 
These  are  the  genuine  fruits  of  an  en- 
lightened and  liberal  policy,  cultivated  bjr 
the  extirpation  of  barbarous  prejudices, 
and  incapable  of  being  reared  to  maturity, 
except  by  the  blessed  influence  of  tolerant 
principles  and  equal  laws.  How  satisfac- 
tory, how  honourable  the  reflection,  that 
against  the  dangers  of  this  tremendous  cri- 
sis we  are  armed  chiefly  by  the  conse- 
quences of  our  own  magnanimity !  How 
glorious  the  contrast  between  the  magni- 
tude of  our  present  eflforts,  and  the  more 
limited  exertions,  by  which,  only  thirty 
yeara  ago,  we  must  have  met  this  great 
necessity,  unaided  by  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland  !  How  unanswerable  the  call  of 
these  Petitioners,  who  urge  you  to  gi^nt 
to  your  country,  by  the  completion  of  tifaifl 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


C61] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Mat  27,  inoS,— Roman  Catholic  Petition, 


[662 


g^at  and  necessary  work,  that  additional 
fecurity,  which  no  period  ever  more  re- 
quired, which  no  policy  was  ever  better 
calculated  to  insure.  You  have  not  hitherto 
stopped  in  this  honourable  career ;  viien 
you  had  opened  to  this  people  the  means 
of  industry,  and  the  sources  of  opulence, 
you  did  not,  in  the  language  of  the  present 
day,'  take  your  stand  there.'  You  adapt- 
ed, new  benefits  to  the  improved  condition 
of  your  people.  By  agriculture  and  com- 
merce, wealth  and  influence  had  been  ra- 
pidly aci]uired  ;  with  these,  civilisation 
iiad  been  extended,  and  knowledge  diffus- 
ed ?  and  by  an  inevitable  consequence, 
the  enjoyment  of  these  advantages  had 
created  an  increased  attachment  to  the  go- 
Ternment  which  secured  them.  No  longer 
confined  within  its  former  limits,  of  a  gen- 
try debarred  from  the  exercise  of  every 
liberal  profession,  and  a  depressed  and  ig- 
norant peasantry ;  the  Catholic  population 
now  included  all  the  gradations  of  a 
flourishing  and  free  community.  In  this 
stete  you  opened  to  them  the  sanctuary  of 
civil  rights  :  you  judged  them  worthy  to 
enjoy  the  benefits  and  execute  the  func- 
tions of  a  constitution,  which  imposes  on 
all  its  members  duties  commensurate  with 
the  advantages  it  confers.  You  sanction- 
ed, by  the  concessions  of  1 792,  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  present  demand.  You  gave 
to, the  Catholics  political  capacity;  you 
admitted  them  to  civil  and  military  offices, 
to  all  but  the  highest ;  and  you  opened  to 
them  the  elective  franchise.  Were  these 
concessions  meant  for  the  detriment,  or 
for  the  advantage  of  the  commonwealth  ? 
Were  they  granted  to  men  irreconcileably 
adverse  to  your  government,  bound  by  no 
oaths,  and  restrained  by  no  political  or 
moral  duty — or  to  faithful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, on  whose  co-operation  yon  justly  re- 
lied in  the  hour  of  danger  ?  Have  they 
been  productive  of  evil?  Or  if  there  be 
any  thing  to  regret ;  is  it  not  rather  that 
the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  legislature 
have,  by  the  more  narrow  policy  of  your 
government,  been  so  imperfectly  and  in- 
adequately executed  ?  Let  us  then  com- 
plete the  course  in  which  we  have  hitherto 
so  well  succeeded.  Little  remains  behind 
.  for  us  to  grant,  though  much  for  them  to 
receive.  Feeble  indeed  is  the  argument, 
and  circumscribed  the  wisdom  of  those, 
who  measure  the  political  effect  of  the.se 
remaining  restrictions  by  the  number  of 
the  individuals  of  whose  services  they  ac- 
tually deprive  vou.  The  glory  of  the 
prize  is  not  confined  to  the  conqueror ;  it 


ennobles  the  contest,  and  honours  even  the 
unsuccessful  competitor.  The  splendour 
of  high  reward  diffuses  itself  over  all  who 
may  aspire  to  the  same  eminence.  It  is 
not  the  pay  of  the  ensign  or  midshipman, 
that  compensates  to  the  sons  and  brothers  . 
of  your  Idships  for  the  hardships  and  dan- 
gers of  their  station.  No,  it  is  the  hope  of 
treading  in  the  paths  of  those  under  whom 
they  serve,  of  leading  in  their  time  our 
fleets  and  armies  to  victory,  and  of  sharing 
perhaps  one  day  the  rewards  and  honours 
of  a  Marlborough  or  a  Nelson.  What 
would  their  feelings,  what  would  your 
own  be,  if  against  your  connections  alone 
these  hopes  were  irrevocably  closed  ?  The 
same  prmciple  applies  to  every  walk  and 
every  situation  of  life.  The  peer  degrade 
ed  from  his  hereditarjj  rights ;  the  com* 
moner  forbid  to  avail  himself  of  the  confi* 
dence  of  his  countrymen ;  the  officer  limits 
ed  to  subordinate  command  ;  the  barrister 
pleading  before  a  bench  to  which  he  can* 
not  rise  ;  the  very  merchant  declared  un- 
worthy to  control  his  own  property,  and 
to  adi^inister  the  affairs  of  a  banking  cor- 
poration ;  four  millions  of  people  pro- 
scribed by  law  from  the  legislature  and 
government  of  their  country,  debarred 
from  the  exercise  of  those  talents  which 
might  save  the  empire,  and  looking  on  a^ 
men  bound  and  fettered  in  the  midst  of  a 
contest  which  is  to  decide  on  their  exis- 
tence. What  a  picture  does  this  offer  of 
a  free  community  !  Can  you  believe  that 
the  feelings  of  the  higher  classes  only  aro 
affected  by  such  a  proscription  ?  If  it  were 
so,  I  should  still  inquire  on  what  principld 
you  dishonour  all  your  most  distinguished 
subjects  ;  what  policy  has  banished  from 
the  service  of  a  monarchy  all  those  by 
whom  its  institutions  are  best  upheld  ? — * 
But  do  not  deceive  yourselves  with  this 
belief.  Your  exclusions  are  as  odious  as 
they  are  unjust.  The  sense  of  dishonour, 
and  the  consequences  of  distrust,  extend 
themselves  to  every  class.  The  personal 
advantages  of  a  more  liberal  confidence 
might  probably  be  enjoyed  but  by  few  ; 
this  is  not  the  light  in  which  the  British 
constitution  considers  political  functions. 
Open  to  the  emulation  of  all,  and  exercis- 
ed by  those  who  have  a  common  interest 
with  their  fellow -subjects,  they  are  a  pro- 
tection and  safeguard  to  the  whole  com- 
munity. Limited  to  particular  classes, 
and  withheld  by  distrust  from  the  great 
majority  of  the  people,  they  become  ia-» 
struments  of  oppression  and  degradation. 
Nor  is  this  a  matter  of  reasoning  oply  \ 
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nor  are  these  impressions  confined  to  those 
who  know  how  to  estimate  the  value  and 
to  feel  the  deprivation  of  political  equali- 
ty.    The  influence   of  such  a  system  ex- 
tends itself  unseen  through  all  the  classes 
of  society,  and  operates  on  all  the  trans- 
actions of  life.    It  establishes  two  descrip- 
tions of  your  people  :  the  one  trusted,  and 
therefore    protected ;     the    other  whom 
your  laws  stigmatize  with  disaffection,  and 
whom  their  rel tow-subjects  are  therefore 
taught  to  regard  with  jealousy.    My  lords, 
these  feelings  must  prevail  so  long  as  such 
distinctions  are  permitted  to  remain ;  they 
result  much  more  from  the  principle  of 
the  exclusion,  than  from  the  value,  great 
as  it  is,  of  that  which  is  withheM.     They 
operate  on  those  who  might  never  have 
aspired  to  the  distinctions  or  honours  of 
the  state,  but  who  will  daily  feel  the  want 
of  that  protection,  which  nothing  can  in- 
sure to  the  lower  classes  of  society  except 
a  government  of  equal  laws.     Whatever 
be  the  issue  of  this  discussion,  I  trust  their 
loyalty  will  remain  unshaken.     But  do 
not  flatter  yourselves  that  your  refusal  will 
not  be  deeply  felt.    You  tire  daily  calling 
upon  the  people  of  Ireland  to  make  great 
sacrificed,  and  for  great  objects  ;    you  are 
exhorting  them  to  hazard  even  life  itself, 
in  defending  their  country   against  inva- 
sion, conquest,  and  slavery.    To  excite 
and  to  uphold^  this  resolution,  you  must 
seek  to  cherish  in  their  minds  those  feel- 
inffs  which  these  exclusions  are  most  cal- 
culated to  wound ;  you  must  animate  them 
to  the  sentiments  and  the  virtues  of  free- 
men ;  you  must  teach  them  to  value  the 
British  constitution  ;  you  must  give  them 
an    equal    participation   of   its  benefits. 
6uch,  1  have  alreaav  said,  will,  I  am  sure, 
at  no  distant  period,  be  the  wise  and  for- 
tunate decision  of  my  country.    This  cer- 
tainly we  have  acquired  by  the  course  of 
these  discussions,  ana  we  hail  it  as  a  most 
auspicious  omen  for  the  peace  and  union, 
■fbr  the  saf^y  and  glory  of  the  empire. 
May  the  completion  of  these  hopes  be  ac- 
celerated \  Tne  necessities  of  the  times 
-are  urgent ;  the  opportunity  is  favourable 
beyond  all  expectation ;   dod  grant  that 
it  may  so  continue  until  this  great  work 
be    &ially    accomplished  t — One   thing 
indre  before  I  conclude :    one  reflection  I 
would  wish  to  suggest,  not  to  the  respect- 
able persons  whose  names  immediately 
follow  this  Petition,  to  them  it«8  unneces- 

n;  but  if  my  voice  could  extend  itself 
e  remotest  corners  of  our  sister  island, 
I  would  address  myself  to  all  those  whose 


rights  I  have  asserted,  and  in  whose  causa 
my  heart  is  warmed  ;    I  would  beseech 
them  still  to  look  for  the  gratification  of 
all  their  wishes  to  the  united  legislature  of 
their  cotmtry.     In  that  course  they  will 
infallibly  succeed  ;    no  man  any  longer 
doubts  it.      In  any  other,  they  will  insure 
to  themselves  misery  and  remorse,  and  to 
their  country  the  heaviest  of  calamities- 
Let  them  not  consider  this  as  the  language 
of  prejudice  ;  or  as  dictated  by  any  inte- 
rest, however  public,  yet  separate  from* 
their  own.     Let  them  look  at  the  conti- 
nental states  of  Europe,  crsuhed  into  one 
mass  of  undistinguishable  slavery.     What 
artifices  were  not  used  to  disunite  the  peo^ 
pie  of  those  unhappy  countries!    what 
hopes  were  not  excited,  what  promises 
held  out  of  complete  relief  fix)m  every 
political  and   every  religious  ^i*vance ! 
In  what  single  instance  have  their  expccta* 
tions  been  fulfilled  ?   Upon  disunion,  what 
has  followed?  conquest    Upon  conquest,  a 
tyranny  more  merciless  than  language  can 
describe  or  imagination  paint.     The  cru- 
elty of  the  oppressors  has  been  exceeded 
only  by  their  rapacity  ;  the  miseries  of 
France  herself  have  been  inferior  only;  to 
those  of  her  deceived  and  subjugated  allies. 
There  is  not  one  among  the  nations  who 
have  sought  her  friendship,  that  has  not 
been  brought  under  her  iron  yoke.   There 
is  not  one  individual  that  has  assisted  her 
views,  who  does  not  groan  at  this  very 
hour  under  a  slavery  far  more  dreadful 
than  that  of  the  most  oppressed  chiss  in 
the  worst  goveraed  countiy  of  Europe  be- 
fore this  revolution.   Religious  persecution, 
commercial    ruin,    political  degradation, 
these  are  the  instruments  of  her  domi^on, 
and  the  never-failing  consequences  of  her 
success.    All  ranks,  all  classes,  all  descrip- 
tions of  men,  have  been  alike  involved  in 
common  destruction  ;    the  Church  with 
the  State,  the  Cottage  with  the  Palace. 
Yet  all  these  evils,  yet  all  the   miseries 
that  France  has  felt,  or  has  inflicted,  are 
as  a  feather  in  comparison  with    thosa 
which  she  is  endeavouring  now  to  poio* 
down  upon  Ireland.     There   the  war,  if 
once  established  by  the  disunion  of  Irish- 
men, must  be  long  protracted  ;  there  all 
the  horrors  of  civil  contest  would  aggra- 
vate those  of  foreign  invasion  :  there  tha 
success  of  France  would  be  more  terrible 
to  the  deluded  victims  of  her  perfidy,  even 
than  to  her  enemies.    In  Ireland,  submis- 
sion would  not  disarm  her  hatred  ;  domi- 
nion would  not  satisfy  her  ambition ;  nor 
could  she  secure  the  advantages  of  cob^ 
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quest,  except  by  the  total  desolation  of  the 
country.  Let  then  the  people  of  Ireland 
be  persuaded,  that  there  is  no  individual, 
however  low  in  rank  or  obscure  in  station, 
whose  religion  and  liberty,  whose  property 
and  life,  are  not  threatened  by  tnese  de- 
signs; none  who  is  not  as  deeply  interested 
in  resisting  them,  as  the  most  powerful,  or 
the  roost  opulent  member  of  society.  Let 
them  be  convinced,  even  those  who  most 
complain  of  these  unjust  exclusions,  that 
there  is  one  course  only  by  which  their 
civil  rights  can  finally  be  established,  one 
only  by  which  their  present  advantages 
can  be  preserved.  Let  it  be  indelibly 
impressed  upon  the  mind  of  Ireland,  that 
it  is  only  by  union,  by  close  and  intimate 
union  with  Great  Britain,  that  she  can,  in 
this  dreadful  convulsion  of  th6  world,  de- 
fend her  soil,  protect  her  people,  or  main- 
tain her  independence. — My  Lords,  I  move 
you,  ''  That  this  House  do  immediately 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee,  to  consider 
the  Petition  of  His  Majesty's  Roman  Ca- 
tholic subjects  of  Ireland.'' 

Th^  motion  having  been  read  from  the 
woolsack. 

Viscount  Sidmouth  rose  and  said,  that 
difiering  entirely  as  he  did  from  the  noble 
baron,  by  whom  the  motion  had  been 
made,  he  was  desirous  of  snbmittinfi^  the 
grounds  of  that  difference  to  their  lord- 
ships' consideration.  That  the  subject  to 
which  it  applied  was  of  "  the  most  awful 
importance,  and  delicate  in  the  highest 
degree,"  he  most  readily  admitted;  but 
he  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the 
agitation  of  it  at  this  time.  The  noble 
baron  had  on  a  former  day  distinctly  de- 
clared that  he  had  no  shai-e  in  advising  it : 
by  a  noble  earl  (the  earl  of  Moira)  it  had 
been  deprecated  in  the  strongest  terms : 
both  those  noble  lords  were  then  appre- 
hensive that  the  cause  to  which  they  were 
friendly,  might  be  prejudiced  by  a  dis- 
cussi<m  at  the  present  moment :  it  was, 
indeed,  impossible  but  that  they  must  be 
conscious  of  what  was  due  to  the  opi- 
nion so  recently  expre&sed  by  parliament, 
and  to  feelings,  the  prevalence  of  which 
had  been  still  more  recently  manifested 
throughout  the  kingdom.  The  petitioners 
had  therefore  come  forward  under  circum- 
stances, which,  in  the  opinion  of  some  of 
their  most  powerful  friends,  reflected  no 
credit  on  their  pmdence :  he  was,  how- 
ever, apprehensive  that  they  had  also  sub- 
jected themselves  to  the  danger  of  impu- 
tations on  their  public  spirit  and  patriotism : 
not  that  a  doubt  was  entertained  by  him 


of  the  zeal  and  determination  with  which 
those  immediately  interested  in  the  suc- 
cess of  this  petition  would  assist  in  repel- 
ling an  invading  enemy ;  but,  considering 
the  time  of  presenting  it,  and  the  terms  in 
which  it  was  expressed,  it  seemed  evident 
that  there  was  a  disposition  to  operate,  if 
possiole,  upon  the  ttiun  of  those  to  whom 
it  was  addressed.  The  petitioners  appeared 
to  be  not  unwilling  to  do  themselves  some 
injustice  for  the  s&e  of  their  object ;  and 
it  was  accordingly  intimated  that  the  ar- 
dour and  animation  at  least,  with  which 
they  might  perform  their  duties  at  a  period 
of  the  utmost  emergency,  might  depend, 
in  some  degree,  upon  the  fate  of  their  pe- 
tition. For  the  honour  of  those  by  whom 
such  a  condition  might  seem  to  be  held 
forth,  he  could  not  but  question  its  reality. 
As  w^U  might  the  soldier  refuse  to  march 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  or  the  sailor  to 
weigh  the  anchor,  without  a  previous  sti- 
pulation for  an  increase  of  pay  and  emo- 
lument. It  was  therefore  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  the  respectable  individuals  to 
whom  alone  the  objects  of  this  petition 
were  important,  could  so  discredit  them- 
selves, as  thus  to  bargain  with  their  coun- 
try ;  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that,  be- 
cause by  their  own  refusal  to  take  the  oath 
of  supremacy,  they  were  debarred  from 
holding  the  highest  situations  of  judicial, 
military,  and  political  authority  and  poweo 
they  could  lose  sight  of  the  unexampled 
beneficence  which  they  &ave  experienced 
from  their  sovereign ;  and  by  withhold- 
ing, or  abating  their  exertions  in  his  sup- 
port, impair  his  means  of  protecting  his 
dominions,  and  his  crown,  and  the  liberties 
and  property  of  themselves,  and  their  fel- 
low subjects,  against  the  malignant  and 
implacable  enemy  of  every  independent 
state  in  the  world. — Having  thus  com^ 
mented  on  the  time  and  mode  of  bringing 
forward  thh  petition,  lord  S.  pi*oceeded  to 
observe  upon  its  object,  which,  he  said, 
was  narrow, selfish,  and. delusive,  inasmuch 
as  it  held  out  the  prospect  of  benefit  to  the 
many,  without  the  possibility  of  advantage, 
except  to  a  very  few.  The  term  emanci- 
pation was  not  mdeed  to  be  found  in  the 
petition,  nor  had  it  been  used  by  the  noble 
baron ;  but  it  was  still  employed  as  an 
instrument  of  deception;  and  no  doubt 
could  be  entertained  that  it  had  been  suc- 
cessful in  raising  those  hopes  and  expec- 
tations, which  could  alone  account  for  the 
numerous  signatures  subjoined  to  the  pe- 
tition. But,  in  fact,  between  its  real  ob- 
ject, and  the  condition  of  the  great  body 
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of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  there  was  no 
relation  whatev^er :  they  wonld  remain  in 
the  same  state  if  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
was  complied  with  :  their  restlessness  and 
discontent  arose  from  an  imperfect  state  of 
civilization,  and  from  its  concomitants, 
poverty,  ignorance,  and  bigotry.  To  them 
it  would  atFord  no  relief  to  enable  Roman 
Catholics  to  hold  the  highest  situations  in 
the  army,  the  navy,  the  law,  and  the 
state ;  nor  would  it  even  administer  to  their 
gratification,  as  there  were  few  subsisting 
ties,  which  connected  the  higher  with  the 
inferior  classes  of  the  community,  and  in 
such  a  state  of  things  what  could  be  the 
inducements  to  S3rmpathy  and  attach- 
ment ?  The  peasant  could  take  little  in< 
terest  in  any  accession  of  honor  and  emo- 
lument to  a  superior,  whom  he  scarcely 
kn^w  but  by  name,  and  whom  he  re- 
garded with  no  other  feelings  than  those 
inculcated  by  his  priest,  the  sole  object  of 
his  respect,  and  by  whom  alone  he  was 
influenced  and  controuled.  The  multi- 
tude were  therefore  deluded  and  misled 
by  being  made  use  of  for  the  attainment 
of  an  object,  in  which  they  had  no  inte- 
rest, and  the  accomplishment  of  which 
would  not  have  the  effect  of  removing 
any  of  the  material  causes  of  what  was  to 
be  deplored  in  the  present  state  of  Ire- 
land. This  being  tne  case,  it  was  in  vdin 
to  pretend  that  a  measure,  so  limited  and 
partial  in  ito  operation,  eould  possibly 
effect  its  professed  purpose  of  conciliating 
and  satisfying  the  great  bpdy  of  Irisn 
Catholics.  It  might  produce  present  ex- 
ultation, which  would  however  be  follow- 
ed by  lasting  disappointment — ^But  this 
measure  was  not  only  to  be  the  instru- 
ment of  conciliation,  but  the  reward  of 
loyalty:  and  yet  when  thi»  inducement 
was  mentioned  it  was  usually  accompanied 
with  a  cautionary,  if  not  a  menacing  inti- 
mation with  respect  to  the  probable  con- 
sequences of  refusal.  Over  the  past  he 
wished  to  draw  a  veil,  admitting  however 
that  nothing  could  be  more  unjust  than 
to  attribute  to  the  Catholics,  exclusively, 
the  disatiection  and  turbulence  by  which 
Ireland  had  been  convulsed :  but  in  look- 
ing to  the  future,  it  was  not  unreasonable 
to  consider  how  political  power,  if  obtain- 
ed, was  likely  to  be  exercised  by  those, 
•who,  it  should  seem,  were  not  to  be  impli- 
*citly  relied  upon  for  the  active  performance 
of  thetr  most  momentous  duties,  if  it  was 
withheld.  He  had  already  said  that  he  nei- 
ther did  nor  could  suppose  that  such  would 
be  the  cooduiit  of  the  Catholics ;  but  there 


was  ^^idently  a  desire  to  give  them  the 
benefit  of  the  apprehension  which  such 
intimations  were  c^dccilated   to  produce. 
The  objections  to  such  an  innovation  ap-. 
peared  to  him  to  be  strong,  and  insur- 
mountable.— Religion  was  the  great  bond 
of  society :  there  must  therefore  be  a  reli- 
gion of  the  state.    This  was  peculiarly 
necessary  in  this  couiitry,  where  the  ipe- 
formed  religion  was  an  essential  part  of 
the  constitution,  ^d  identified  with,  our 
limited  monarchy :  they  had  always  suf- 
fered together :  puritanism,  and  democra- 
cy overwhelmed  both  in  the  time  of  the 
Comn^onwealth ;  and  iq  that  of  James  2nd 
both  were  endangered  by  the  attempt  to 
introduce    popery   and  arbitrary  power. 
It  had  therefore  been  a  part  of  the  wise 
policy  of  our  ancestors  to  strengthen  and 
protect  the    ecclesiastical  establishment, 
and  with  it  our  civil  constitution,  by  re-r 
quiring  that  those  persons  who  held  cer- 
tain offices  of  trust  should  give  proo&  of 
their  fidelity. and  attachment  to  the  church, 
as  well  as  to  the  state.     Upon  this  basis 
it  waa.that  thq  policy  of  religious  tests  was 
founded  ;  and  without  a  condemnation  of 
the  conduct  of  our  ancestors  at  the  periods 
of  the  Reformation,  and  the  Revolution,  and 
at  the  accession  of  the  house  of  Brunswick, 
it  was   impossible    to  depart  from  it. — 
These  were  his  general  objections :  the 
special  and  detailed  reasons  which   led 
him  to  resist  this  motion  were.  That  there 
was  no  instance  in  which  Protectants  and 
Papists  had  agreed  in  the  exercise  of  po- 
litical power  in  the  same  state : — ^That  the 
attempt  must  occasion  continual  competi- 
tion, and  contentions  the  mostviolent;  par- 
ticularly in  a  country,  where,  by  its  consti- 
tution, so  many  situations  were  ele<:tive, 
and  in  which  the  weight  of  numbers  was^ 
with  persons  of  one  persuasion,  and  thatdf 
property  with  those  of  another; — ^That  it 
appeared  to  be  highly  dan^rous  to  render 
any  persons  capable  of  holding  the  highest 
situations  of  political  power,  who  in  the 
conscientious  exercise  of  it  were  liable  to 
be  directed    and  controuled   by  an  au-*> 
thority    foreign    from,  and   occasionally- 
adverse  to,  the  supreme  authority  of  the 
state  under  which  they  lived : — ^That  the 
consciences,  and  conduct  of  persons  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  persuasion  being  thus 
under  the  influence  and  guidance  of  others, 
thoy  could  not  possiUy  be  sure  of  them- 
.  selves,  as  was  particularly  exeipplified  hy 
.James  2d,  who  upon  his  accession,  de- 
clared to  his  privy  council  that  *  he  should 
.nake  it  his  end^vour  to  preserve,  the  g«^ 
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Vernment  both  in  chtirch  and  state,  as 
by  law  established  ;'  *  a  declaration  soon 
afterwards  repeated  in  his  first  speech 
from  the  throne;  but 'the  disregard  of 
which  through  the  instigation  of  his 
religious  conJessor,  cost  him  his  crown. 
That  it  behoved  those,  who  iaroUred  this 
Proposition  to  consider  what  use  had 
heretofore  been  made  by  Homto  Catho- 
lics of  political  power ;  and  particularly  to 
reflect  on  the  manner  irt  which  it  was  ex- 
ercised in  the  reign  of  queen  Mary,  aiid  by 
James  2d,  and  his  parliament  in  Ireland': — 
That  it  was  the  height  of  absurdity  to  sup- 
pose that  this  concession  (which  could  not 
fail,  notwithstanding  all  that  had  been 
said  by  the  noble  baron  to  the  contrary, 
to  spread  terror  amongst  the  Protestants 
of  Ireland)  could  possibly  have  tlie  effect 
of  conciliating,  and  satisfying  the  Catho- 
lics :  that  for  the  great  body  of  persons 
of  that  persuasion,  and  pa^icularly  for  the 
priests,  it  would  do  nothing :  it  was  tbere- 
lore  in  vain  to  expect  a  contented  acqui- 
escence in  a  measure,  founded  upon  an 
invidious  preference  of  the  higher  classes 
of  the  laity,  and  which,  by  totally  i^glect- 
ing,  excluded  the  clergy  from  the  enjoy- 
ment of  those  emoluments,  honors,  and 
dignities,  which  were  deemed  to  belong, 
as  of  right,  to  what  is  termed  Holy 
Church,  and  to  be  fit  and  necessary  in- 
struments of  its  influence  and  power. — 
These  were  some  of  the  objections  which 
"he  felt  to  the  proposition  of  the  noble 
baron,  the  practical  object  of  which  was 
to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  Test  and  Cor- 
pofation  acts,  and  to  dispense  with  the 
Oath  of  Supremacy,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  all  persons  of  all '  sects  and 
"religions  whatever  to  fill  the  highest 
offices  of  trust  in  the  united  kingdom. 
All  distinctions  on  account  of  religion 
were  to  be  done  away :  a  Catholic  was 
to  become  capable  of  keeping  the  consci- 
ence of  the  King,  and  of  dispensing  the 
preferments  of  a  Protestant  Church.  But 
it  was  in  vain  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  all 
the  jnischief,  and  absurdities,  to  which,  as 
it  appeared  to  him,  this  innovation  would 
necessarily  lead.  His  objection  was  to 
the  principle  of  getting  rid  of  all  distinc- 
tions on  account  of  religion;  which  ob- 
jection was  strengthened  in  the  present 
instance  by  the  tenets  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  as  detailed  in  her  Canons,  all  of 
which  were  in  force,  until  repealed  by  the 


*  See  Cobbett's  Parliamentary  History 
(Of£nglaad,  vol.  iv/p.  1342.  j 


authority  of  a  general  council;  and  still 
iwther,  by  the  proofs  with  which  history 
abounded,  that  the  doctrines  and  discipline 
of  that  Church  were  hostile  to  the  progress 
of  knowledge,  and  to  the  civil  and  religious 
liberties  of  mankind.  To  him,  therefore,  it 
was  a  subject  of  astonishment  that  such  en 
alteration  should  be  countenanced  by 
those  who  were  friendly  to  the  pnitcipies 
of  the  Revolution  ;  an  event,  produced^ 
not  by  feelings  of  aversion  to  tfte  Stuart 
family,  but  by  a  dread  of  arbitrary  poiver^ 
and  of  a  religious  communion>  which  had 
ever  been  itb  handmaid  and  instrument ; 
and  it  was  not  true  that  the'  danger  was 
removed  becauite  the  house  of  8tuart  was 
extinct :  on  the  contrary,  the  necessity  of 
precaution  continued  because  the  tenets 
and  discipline  of  the  Cfamrch  of  Aomig 
were  unchanged. — It  appeared  tlievefbue 
to  him  to  be  indispensably  neceteary  to 
adhere  firmly  to  the  fuitdameatal  princi* 
pies  of  the  Keformatioii  and  BevolitioMi  t 
principles  that  were  not  violated,  allhougli 
their  application  was  in  some  respects  sus- 
pended, by  measures  of  severity  whick 
were  adopted  under  the  pressure  of  srcniel> 
but,  as  lord  Clare  truly  stated,  an  over- 
ruling and  indispensable  necessity,  and 
which  daring  the  reign  of  his  present  ma- 
jesty had  been  gradually  and  completely 
done.  away.  Perfect  toleration  was  now 
enjoyed  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
united  kingdom,  and  in  Ireland  there  was 
no  other  distinction  between  the  Catholic 
and  the  Protestant,  but  that  the  Act  of  Su- 
premacy not  being  wholly  repealed,  the 
former,  in  consequence  of  his  refusal  to 
take  the  oath  which  it  prescribed,  was  not 
qualified  to  hold  the  highest  situations  of 

judicial,  military,  and  political  power 

Much,  however,  remained  to  be  done  for 
Ireland,  and  much  he  trusted  would  be  ac- 
complished by  the  provident  and  super- 
intending wisdom  of  government  and  of 
parriament.  The  evils  inherent  in  het 
present  condition  were  poverty  and  igno- 
rance ;  which  could  only  be  obviated  by 
industry  and  instruction.  This  was  tlie 
emancipation  which  the  state  x>f  Ireland 
called  tor,  and  without  which  all  other  ex- 
pedients would  be  fruitless, — A  system  of 
education  comprehending  the  children  of 
Protestants  and  Papists,  and  the  utmost 
possible  encouragement  to  the  Protestant 
Clergy  to  reside  on  their  benefices,  (for 
which  latter  purpose,  he  was  liappy  to  ob- 
serve that  a  bill  was  then  on  the  tabid) 
would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  gradual 
change  of  habits,  and  maimers,  the  most 
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favourable  to  the  welfare  of  individualsj 
and  to  the  interests  of  the  state. — It  was, 
he  was  convinced,  by  such  means  on]y  as 
he  had  last  adverted  to,  that  we  could  hope 
to  approach  the  object,  of  which  all  their 
lordships  must  be  desirous,  namely,  that  of 
rendering  Ireland  a  Protestant  community. 
This  could  never  be  effected  by  measures 
of  severity  towards  the  Catholics :  perse- 
cution had  never  made  a  real  proselyte. 
With  these  measures  he  should  wish  to 
combine  a  moderate  provision,  at  the 
charge  of  the  state,  for  the  deserving  part 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Clergy ;  witn  a 
view  to  the  relief  of  individuals,  to  whom 
the  expence  of  contributing  to  the  support 
of  two  establishments  was  burthensome 
and  vexatious,  and  for  the  purpose  too  of 
convincing  the  Catholic  Clergy,  that  by 
peaceable,  and  becoming  conduct,  they 
would  entitle  themselves  to  the  considera- 
tion and  fsivour  of  the  government.  On 
the  fftfoposal  for  a  modihcation  of  Tythes, 
he  acknowledged  that  he  had  not  formed 
bis  opinion ;  but  he  was  glad  to  find  that 
it  was  a  subject  to  which  ministers  were 
turning  their  serious  attention. — Lord  Sid- 
mouth  concluded,  by  expressing  his  con- 
viction, that  it  was  not  by  such  a  measure 
as  that  now  proposed,  that  Ireland  was  to 
be  tranquillized  ;  but  by  a  comprehensive 
system,  founded  upon  a  just  view  of  the 
condition  of  the  great  body  of  the  people. 
The  history  of  the  last  thirty  years  had 
afforded  continual  proofs  of  the  inefficacy 
of  mere  concession.  Whenever  a  meature 
of  that  description  had  been  urged,  an  as- 
surance was  given  that  it  would  be  the 
last ;  and  yet  it  was  invariably  followed 
by  a  fresh  aemand.  The  prodigal  conces- 
sions of  1793,  it  was  universally  believed, 
had  fully  satbfied  every  possible  claim  : 
nevertheless,  within  the  period  of  the  last 
ten  years,  there  had  been  two  rebellions, 
the  object  of  which,  according  to  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  those  by  whom  they 
.lyere  excited,  and  conducted,  was  not  Ca- 
tholic Emancipation,  nor  the  redress  of 
any  alledged  grievances  ;  but  separation 
from  Great  Britain.  This  unhappy  bias 
could  only  be  changed  by  correcting  the 
ignorance,  promoting  the  industry,  and 
improving  the  conditions  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  :  thereby  creating  that  con- 
fidence and  sense  of  security,  which  by 
encouraging  the  residence  of  the  landlord 
would  bring  him  into  habits  of  communi- 
cation with  his  tenants  and  dependants; 
and  thus  establiKh  those  links  that  belong 
to  a  well  conditioned  state  of  society,  and 


which  in  this  country  happily  connect  the 
higher  with  the  lower  orders  of  the  com-* 
munity.     But  he  objected  to  the  measure 
now  proposed  because  it  did  not  go  to  the 
root  of  the  existing  evil  ;  because  it  did 
not  reach  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
real  causes  of  the  present  state  of  Ireland. 
He  also  felt  himself   irresistibly   called 
upon  to  oppose  it  by  his  veneration  for 
those  principles  which  produced  the  Re- 
formation,   and    the    Revolution,    which 
placed  the  illustrious  house  of  Brunswick 
upon  the  throne,  and  which  must  ever  con- 
stitute the  solid  security  for  the  civil  and 
religious  liberties  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
"Die  Earl  of  Moira  said,  that  he  could 
not  let  a  moment  pass,  as  soon  as  he  had 
caught  the  attention  of  their  lordships, 
until    he   had    met    and   combated    tne 
opinion  of  the  noble  viscount  in  the  outset 
of  his  speech,  where  he  had  taken  upon 
him  to  assert,  that  there  was  in  the  peti- 
tion, or  in  the  manner  or  the  time  of  its 
beinff  presented,   something   that  would 
justify  a  suspicion  of  the  loyalty  or  public 
spirit  of  the  catholics  of  Ireland.    They 
had  come  forward  in  no  underhand  way, 
nor  h^  they  pressed  their  claims  in  any 
intemperate  language.    They  had,  in  the 
most  respectful  manner^  submitted  to  this 
house  a  manly  statement  of  the  grievances 
they  laboured  under,  and  asked  to  be  re- 
lieved from  them.     What,  then,  bis  noble 
friend  could  have  seen  in  that  petition,  or 
the  circumstances  of  it,  that  could  have  war- 
ranted such  an  imputation,  he  was  totally 
at  a  loss  to  conceive.    The  noble  viscount 
had  further  objected,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  was  circumscribed,  and  re- 
lated  only   to  few    and  partial  exemp- 
tions.    He  was  of  a  very  different  opi- 
nion.    He  could  not  be  brought  to  think, 
that  the  disabilities  under  which  the  ca- 
tholics at  present  laboured,  were  either 
few  in  number,  or  partial  in  operation. 
But  the  noble  viscount  was  apprehensive, 
that  if  even  the  present  claims  of  the  ca- 
tholics were  acceded  to,  they  would  not 
stop  here.    While  that  body  was  excluded 
from  the  participation  of  any  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  a  British  subject,  he  not 
only  thought  that  they  would  not  atop 
there,  but  that  they  ought  not    The  noble 
viscount  had  extolled  the  constitution,  and 
was  it  unnatural  that  those  who  were  so 
long  witnessing  its  benefits  should  be  anxi- 
ous to  share  in  it  ?  Was  it  not  an  ambitioa 
natural  to  the  mind  of  every  Briton  ?   and 
while  the  noble  viscount  poured  out  such 
eulogiumg  oti  the  glorious  ilevolution,  hoir 
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could  he  consider  it  a  light  and  partial 
evil  to  be  deprived  of  any  of  the  blessings 
of  which  it  was  the  cause  ?  But  it  was  con- 
tended, that  the  prayer,  if  complied  with, 
tended  necessarily  to  the  subversion  of  the 
constitution ;  and  this  danger  was  to  be 
illustrated  by  a  most  extravagant  supposi- 
tion of  a  case  barely  possible  and  most 
improbable — the  appointment  of  a  Catho- 
lic to  the  office  ot  chancellor.  Why,  it 
was  ceitainly  true,  that  the  king  might,  if 
he  pleased,  appoint  his  groom  to  be  his 
chancellor ;  but  this  he  imagined,  that  the 
royal  discretion  would  be  as  efiectual  a 
preventive  against  such  an  appointment  as 
any  law  of  parliament  could  be.  He  was 
as  much  attached  to  the  church  as  any 
noble  lord,  and  he  did  think,  with  his 
noble  fViend  who  spoke  last,  that  the 
church  was  so  rooted  in  the  state,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  affect  the  one  without 
injuring  the  other ;  but  with  respect  to  the 
penal  code,  he  could  not  agree  with  his 
noble  friend,  that  the  principles  which 
gave  rise  to  that  code  were  the  result  of 
religious  differences.  He  had  always 
looked  upon  them  rather  as  the  effect  of 
political  precaution.  He  severely  depre- 
cated the  language  of  his  noble  friend, 
which,  though  not  ititended  to  be  so, 
might  be  attended  with  mischievous  ef- 
fects. The  present  was  not  a  time  to 
alienate  the  hearts  or  damp  the  spiiits  of 
four  millioos  of  people  willing  to  share  our 
danger  and  our  fate,  and  only  wishing  in 
return  to  partake  of  the  common  pri- 
vileges of  Britons.  The  crisis  had  been 
represented  as  an  awfiil  one  :  it  was  truly 
no,  perhaps  not  to  be  paralleled  in  the 
history  of  the  civilized  world  ;  and  in  the 
prevalent  indifference,  the  smoothness  of 
our  passage,  he  feared,  was  owing  to  the 
rapidity  of  our  descent ;  and  at  the  first 
fatal  shock  our  fears  would  be  lost  in  our 
despair.  Therefore  he  thought  we  should 
awake  from  our  lethargy,  and  apply  the 
remedy  before  it  was  too  late.  An  hour 
should  not  be  lost  in  acceding  to  the  just, 
equitable,  and  unanswerable  claims  of  our 
Catholic  brethren.  If  it  was  objected 
to  him,  why,  such  being  his  sentiments, 
did  he,  upon  a  former  occasion,  express 
his  regret  that  the  petition  had  been  at  the 
present  period  introduced  ;  he  was  ready 
to  answer,  that  his  regret  then  arose,  not 
from  anjr  disapprobation  of  the  prayer  of 
that  petition,  but  because  he  thought  that 
at  the  present  period  there  was  not  only  no 
hope,  but  on  the  other  hand,  a  certamty, 
that  their  claims  would  be  rejected :  and 
Vol.  XI. 


his  regret  arose  from  his  dread  of  the 
exasperation  likely  to  be  produced  by 
such  rejection ;  for  it  was  not  in  the  naturae 
of  man  to  be  disappointed,  and  not  man- 
fully to  feel  that  disappointment.  At  the 
same  time  he  was  satisfied,  that  if  the 
Catholics  had  seen  in  his  majesty's  present 
government  any  wish  to  accommodate, 
any  disposition  to  conciliate  them,  they 
would  have  waited  more  patiently ;  but 
fi-om  the  ill  judged  policy  that  had  so 
recently  been  evinced  towards  that  body, 
they  were  compelled  to  appeal  to  the  con- 
stitutional organ  for  a  legitimate  object. 
The  late  government,  of  which  he  had 
been  an  humble  member,  had  brought  in 
a  bill  which,  if  its  object  had  been  lite* 
rally  translated  into  its  title,  might  have 
been  called  a  bill  to  prevent  100,000  of  his 
majesty's  subjects  from  joining  the  French. 
This  bill  certainly  was  not  meant  to  em- 
brace any  of  the  great  objects  had  in  view 
by  the  Catholics :  it  was  rather  meant  as  a 
peace-offering,  as  a  forerunner  of  better 
times ;  and  mi^ht  be  said  to  have  been 
sent  forth  as  the  dove  with  the  olive- 
branch,  to  tell  the  persecuted  catholics 
that  the  waters  had  subsided,  and  that  the 
rising  day  would  soon  restore  her  original 
beauties  to  the  face  of  nature.  He  was 
grieved  to  find  that  such  had  been  the  po* 
licy  of  the  present  government ;  nothing 
to  allay,  to  sooth,  or  to  reconcile,  but 
every  thing  to  incite  and  exasperate.  Why 
was  this?  At  any  time,  such  conduai 
would  have  been  impolitic ;  but,  at  the 
present  crisis,  it  was  such  a  union  of  folly 
and  madness  as  never  had  been  equalled. 
When  the  powers  of  Europe  were  wielded 
against  us  by  one  man,  the  most  formi- 
dable, and  at  the  same  time  the  most  in- 
veterate foe  England  ever  had  to  cope 
with,  was  it  immaterial  in  such  a  contest, 
whether  the  people  of  Ireland  were  fired 
with  all  their  native  ardour  in  our  cause, 
or  sunk  by  our  injustice  into  a  listless  de- 
jection and  a  cold-blooded  neutrality  ? 
With  what  face  could  the  noble  viscomit 
ask  the  Irish  Catholic  to  brave  every  . 
danger,  to  expose  himself  to  the  hazards 
of  battle,  for  the  .mere  purpose  of  se- 
curing to  the  Englishman  what  he  re- 
fused to  share  with  him  r  The  noble  vis- 
count could  not  make  so  selfish  a  proposal, 
and  if  he  did,  it  would  be  met  with  meriN 
ed  indignation.  The  noble  earl  concluded^ 
with  conjuring  the  bouse  to  think  well  of 
the  claim  that  was  made  upon  their  justice, 
and  to  answer  it  in  the  manner  that  best 
became  the  interests  of  the  empire. 
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'Die  Bishop  of  Norwich, — My  lords; 
I  rise,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  to  ad- 
dress your  lordships,  and  I  rise  with  unaf- 
fected reluctance  ;  not  because  I  entertain 
the  smallest  doubt  respecting  either  the 
expediency,  the  policy,  or  the  justice  of 
the  measure  now  under  consideration ; 
but,  because,  to  a  person  in  my  situation, 
it  must  be  exceedingly  painful,  (however 
firmly  persuaded  he  may  be  in  his  own 
mind)  to  find  himself  impelled  by  a  sense 
of  duty,  to  maintain  an  opinion,  directly 
the  reverse  of  which  is  supported  by  so 
many  wise  and  good  men  who  belong  to 
the  same  profession,  and  who  sit  upon  the 
same  bench  with  him.  Important  occa- 
sions however,  sometimes  arise,  on  which 
an  individual  may  be  called  upon  to  avow 
his  own  sentiments  explicitly  and  unequi- 
vocally, without  any  undue  deference  to 
the  judgment  of  otherd.  Such  an  occasion  I 
conceive  the  present  to  be,  and  shall  with- 
out further  apology  trouble  your  lordships 
with  a  few  remarks. — I  have  considered, 
with  all  the  care  and  attention  of  which  I 
am  capable,  the  various  arguments  which 
are  urged  against  the  Petition  in  favour  of 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  which  has,  this 
day,  for  the  second  time,  befen  presented 
and  supported  by  the  noble  baron  on  the 
other  side  of  the  house,  with  his  usual  abi« 
lities,  and  at  the  same  time,  with  that  well 
known  regard  for  the  real  interest  of  the 
Established  Church,  for  its  peace,  its  secu- 
rity, its  honour,  and  its  prosperity,  which 
£oTms,  and  has  always  formed  so  distin- 
guished a  part  in  the  character  of  that  no- 
ble lord.— These  objections,  ray  lords,  nu- 
merous as  they  are  said  to  be»  may  all  of 
them,  I  think,  be  reduced  under -four  heads. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  asseited,  or  rather 
Itrongly  insinuated,  that  the  religious 
tenets  of  the  Catholics,  are  of  sitch  a  na- 
ture as,  per  se^  to  exclude  those  who  hold 
them  from  the  civil,  and  military  situa- 
tions, to  which  they  aspii'e.  It  is  next 
said,  that  if  this  were  not  the  case,  these 
situations  are  matters  of  favour,  not  of 
right,  and  therefore,  the  Catholics  have  no 
just  cause  to  complain  that  they  are  ex- 
cluded from  them.  %In  the  thira  place, 
^e  are  told,  that  if  it  were  admitted,  that 
the  measure  were,  abstractedly  considered, 
just  and  right;  it  would  be  highly  inex- 
pedient to  repeal  statutes,  which  were 
passed  with  much  deliberation ;  and  are 
consid<ired  by  many,  as  the  bulwarks^ of 
the  constitution,  in  church  and  state. 
And,  lastly,  there  are  isome,  who  contend, 
that  if  there  were  no  other  objection,  the 


words  of  the  Coronation  Oath  present  an 
insuperable  bar  to  the  claims  of  the  Catho- 
lics. I  shall  not  detain  your  lordships  long 
in  the  Examination  of  these  objections,  b^ 
cause  they  have  been  repeatedly  discussed, 
and,  as  it  appears  to  me,  very  sati8fiEu:torilv 
reiiited,  by  far  abler  men,  both. in  this 
house  and  out  of  it. — ^With  respect  to'thd 
religions  tenets  of  the  Catholics  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  it  is  not  a  little  singular,  my 
lords,  that  we  will  not  allow  them  to  know 
what  their  own  religious  tenets  really  are. 
We  call  upon  them  for  their  Creed,  upon 
some  very  important  points:  and  they 
give  it  to  us  without  reserve  ;  but,  instead 
of  believing  what  they  say,  we  i;pfer  them, 
with  an  air  of  controversial  triumph,  to  the 
councils  of  Constance,  or  Thoulouse,  to  the 
fourth  Lateran  council,  or  to  the  council  of 
Trent.  In  vain  they  most  explicitly,  and 
most  solemnly  aver,  that  they  hold  no 
tenet  whatsoever,  incompatible  with  their 
duties,  either  as  men,  or  as  subjects,  or  in 
any  way  hurtful  to. the  government  under 
which  they  live.  In  vain  they  publish  de* 
claration  upon  declaration,  in  all  of  which 
they  most  unequivocally  disavow  those 
highly  exceptionable  tenets  which  are  im- 
puted to  them  :  and  not  only  do  they  dis- 
avow, but  they  express  their  abhorrence 
of  them.  In  vain  they  confirm  these  de* 
clarations  by  an  oath — an  oath,  my  lords, 
firamed  by  ourselves,  drawn  up  with  all 
possible  care,  and  caution,  and  couched  ia 
terms  as  strong  as  language  afiR)rds.  In- 
addition  to  these  ample  securities,  for  the 
principles  and  practice  of  this  numerous 
and  loyal  class  of  our  fellow  subjects  and 
fellow  christians,  a  great  statesman,  now 
unhappily  no  more,  caused  to  be  trans- 
mitted a  string  of  very  important  queries* 
to  the  principal  Catholic  Universities 
abroad;  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaming^ 
with  precision,  the  sentiments  of  the  Ca- 
tholic Clergy,  respecting  the  real  nature 
and  extent  of  the  papal  power,  and  some 
other  weighty  points.  The  answers  re- 
turned to  these  queries,  by  those  learned 
bodies,  appeared  to  me  at  the  time,  as 
they  do' now,  perfectly  satisfactory,  and 
in  the  same  light  they  were  considered  by 
most  dispassionate  men.  Notwithstanding 
all  ^is,  a  concealed  jealousy  of  Catholics 
still  lurks  nbout,  by  far,  too  many  of  iis  ; 
a  jealousy,  in  my  opinion,  as  udwt^rtby  ^f 
a  frank  and  enlightened  people,  lis  it  is  in- 
jurious and  cruel  towards  those  who  are 
the  objects  of  it :  for  surely,  my  lofds,  if 
there  be  one  position  more  incontroTefti* 
bly  true  than  ai^other,  it  is  this :  if  an  in* 
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dividual,  or  a  body  of  men,  will  give  to 
the  government  under  which  they  live 
such  a  security  upon  oath,  as  that  govern- 
ment itself  prescribes  ; — if,  moreover,  they 
maintain  no  opinions  destructive  of  moral 
obligation,  or  subversive  of  civil  society  ; 
their  speculative  opinions  of  ^  religious  na- 
ture, can  never,  with  justice  or  with  rea- 
son, be  urged  as  excluding  them  from  civil 
and  miliiary  situations.  The  Catholics, 
my  lords,  give  this  security  ;  and  having 
given  it,  the  legislature  itself  ha3 declared, 
that  they  ought  to  be  considered  '  as  good 
and  loyal  subjects;'  as  such/  therefore,  in 
my  view  of  the  subject,  they  are  unoues, 
tionably  entitled  to  the  privileges  whicb 
they  claim.  When  I  speak  of  merely 
speculative  opinions  of  religion,  I  wish  t9 
he  understood  as  meaning  such  opinions 
as  begin  in  the  understanding,  and  rest 
^here,  and  have  no  practical  influence 
whatsoever  upon  our  conduct  in  life.  With 
this  limitation,  I  hq}  not  sensible  that  there 
is  any  fallacy  in  the  argument  which  I 
have  made  use  of;  if  there  be  any,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  h^ve  it  pointed  out ;  as  I  can- 
not possibly  have  any  motive  in  view  but 
what  from  my  heart,  I  believe  to  be  the 
truth. — Should  an  unfortunate  and  deep 
rooted  prejudice  prevail  so  far,  as  to  make 
us  say,  decidedly  and  openly,  that  we  will 
not  believe  a  Catholic  even  upon  his  oath, 
there  is  an  end,  my  lords,  of  the  discussion 
a*  once ;  but  the  argument,  if  argument  it 
can  be  called,  proves  a  great  deal  too 
xiduch  ;  and  for  this  plain  reason :  no  ob- 
ligation more  binding  than  that  of  an  ap- 
peal to  the  Supreme  Being  by  an  oath,  has 
nitherto  been  devised  in  civil  society  :-^he,. 
therefore,  who  can  justly  be  supposed  ca- 
pable of  setting  at  nought  such  an  obliga- 
tion, upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  is  not 
caily  unworthy  of  the  privileges  here  con- 
tended for,  but  he  is  un^  for  all  social  in- 
tercourse of  every  kind — Vetabo  sub  iisdcm 
tit  irabibus, — Harsh,  and  horrid,  as  the  ex- 

Eression  must  sound  in  your  lordships  ears, 
e  ought  to  be  exterminated  from  the  face 
of  ^  the  earth ;  or  at  least  he  should  be  ba- 
nished for  life  to  Botany  Bay ;  and  even 
when  arrived  there  he  should  be  driven 
back  into  the  sea ; — ^for  there  is  no  den  of 
thieves,  no  gang  of  robbers,  no  banditti  so 
thoroughly  profligate,  and  at  the  same  time 
80  devoid  of  common  understanding,  as  to 
admit  that  man  a  member  of  their  com- 
munity, upon  whose  fidelity  to  his  engage- 
ments no  reliance  can  be  placed  even  for 
a  single  hour. — ^I  come  now  to  the  second 
objection;  my  answer  to  which  will  be 


very  short.  Civil  and  military  appoint- 
ments, are  it  seems,  matters  of  favour,  not 
of  right,  and  therefore  the  Catholics  have 
no  just  cause  to  complain  that  they  are  ex- 
cluded from  them.  I  can  hardly,  my 
lords,  conceive  any  man  in  earnest  who 
regards  this  distinction  as  applicable  to 
the  present  case,  because  no  one  pleads  for 
an  abstract  right  to  these  situations,  but 
for  a  capacity  of  holding  them :  no  one 
contends  for  the  absolute  possession  of 
civil,  and  military  oflices,  but  for  equal 
eligibility  to  them,  and  having  endeavour- 
ed to  prove,  that  all  men  are  equally  eli- 
gible, who  give  to  the  government  under 
which  they  liye,  such  a  security,  upom 
oath,  for  their  conduct  as  subjects,  as  that 
government  itself  prescribes,  and  who 
maintain  no  opinions  destructive  of  moral 
oblivion  or  subversive  of  civil  society,  I 
shall  only  add  here,  that  they  are  so  con- 
sidered to  be,  in  almost  all  the  govern- 
ments of  Europe  and  over  the  whole  con- 
tinent of  America:  and  I  should  be  sorry 
to  see  England  the  last  to  follow  so  good 
an  example.  '  But  it  is  inexpedient,' 
we  are  told,  '  to  repeal  statutes,  which 
'  were  passed  with  much  deliberation,  and 
'  are  considered  by  many  as  the  bulwarks 

*  of  the  constitution  in  church  and  state.' 
How  long,  my  lords,  it  may  be  thought 
expedient,  or  necessary,  that  the  remain- 
ing part  of  these  restrictive  disqualifying 
statutes  should  be  enforced  against  the  Ca- 
tholics, or  at  what  precise  period  their 
oper^o9  shall  end,  is  a  question  not  for  a 
divine,  but  for  statesmen  and  lawyers  to 
decide.  I  may,  however,  be  permitted  to 
observe,  that  under  any  goveri^ment,  how- 
ever free,  though  peculiar  circumstances 
may  perhaps  call  for  statutes  of  a  very 
strict,  and  even  of  a  very  severe  nature, 
for  a  limited  period  of  time,  yet  no  wise 
statesman  would,  I  imagine,  wish  those 
statutes  to  remain  unrepealed,  a  mo- 
ment after  the  circumstances  which  oc- 
casioned them  cease  to  exist.  Those 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  history  of 
the  statutes  here  alluded  to,  and  of  the 
times  in  which  they  passed,  will  anticipate 
my  application  of  this  remark ;  the  appli- 
cation of  it  is,  indeed,  made  for  me,  by  ^ 
very  eminent  lawyer,  and  a  very  cordial 
friend  to  the  Ecclesiastical,  as  well  as  to 
the  Civil  Constitution  of  this  realm.  This 
able  writer  observes,  more  than  once,  in  his 
Commentaries,  that  '  whenever  the  period 
'  shall  arrive,  when  the  power  of  the  Pope 
'  is  weak  and  insignificant,  and  there  is  no 

*  Pretender  to  the  throne,  that  then  will  be 
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'  the  time  to  grant  foil  indulgence  'to  the 
'  catholics.*    That  time,  my  lords,  is  now 
come ;  there  is  no  Pretender  to  the  throne ; 
and  with  respect  to  the  Papal  Power,  not 
a  single  person  present,  apprehends,  1  am' 
thoroughly  persuaded,  any  danger  from  it; 
— in  truth  that  once  gigantic  power — mag- 
ni  Stat  nominis  umbra — and  nothing  more. 
Where,  then,  can  be  the  objection  to  grant- 
ing the  Petition  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ? 
'  A  Petition  founded  on   the   immutable 
principles  of  reason  and  of  justice  ;  a  Pe- 
tition also  which  worldly  policy  loudly 
calls  upon  us  to  accede  to  in  the  present 
very  serious  crisis — a  crisis  which  demands 
the  union  of  the  wise  and  brave  of  every 
description  and  of  every  denomination ; 
that  cordial  union,  I  mean,  which  is  most 
assuredly  the  best  support,  and  indeed  the 
only  secure  bulwark  of  every  government 
upon  earth.     It  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that 
an  union  of  this  kind,  can  be  obtained  only 
by   confidence  and  conciliation :  but;  if 
worldly  policy  did  not  thus  loudly  call 
upon  us,  a  pnnciple  of  gratitude  should^^ 
lead  us  to  pay   all   the  attention  in  our 
power  to  these  numerous  loyal  and  respect- 
able petitioners,  to  whom  we  are  in  a  great 
-measure  indebted,  for  the  noblest  monu- 
ment of  wisdom  and  beneficence  combined, 
wliich  modern  times  have  seen  :    I  mean 
the  union   of  Ireland  with  England,   an 
union,  which,  without  their  cordial  co-ope- 
ration, could  never  have  been  effected. — In 
reply  to  these  observations,  which  appear 
to  me  to  carry  some  weight  with  them  ; 
there  are  who  maintain,  that  if  there  were  no 
other  objection  the  words  of  the  Coronation 
Oath  present   an  insuperable  bar  to  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.     Of  all 
the  arguments,  my   lords,  which   either 
principle  or  prejudtice  had  suggested,  or 
which  imagination  has  started,  there  is  not 
one,  which  appears  to  me  to  rest  upon  so 
weak  a  foundation,  as  that  which  is  built 
upon  the  words  of  the  coronation  oath. 
This  oath,  as  your  lordships  well  know, 
underwent  some  alteration  at  the  period 
of  the  Revolution  in  1688,  at  which  pe- 
riod, that  great  prince,  William  the  third, 
entered  into  the  following  solemn  engage- 
ment when  he  ascended  the  throne  of  this 
kingdom : — '  I  will  maintain  the  laws  of 
*  God,  the  true  profession  of  the  gospel  and 
'  the  reformed  protestant  church  establish-' 
'  ed  by  law ;  and  J  will  preserve  to  the 
'  bishops  and  clergy  of  this  realm,  and  to 
'  the  churches  committed  to  their  charge, 
'  all  such  rights  and  privileges,  as  by  law 
'  do  or  shall  appertein  unto  them,  or  to 


'  any  of  them.* — If,  my  lords,  even  intelli- 
gent and  honest  men,  were  not  sometimes 
disposed  to  adopt  any  mode  of  reasoning, 
however  weak,  which  coincides  with  their 
preconceived  ideas  upon  a  subject,  it^ould 
be  no  easy  matter  to  find  out  upon  what 
principle  of  fair  construction,  the  words 
which  I  have  just  just  repeated  firora  the 
coronation  oath,  can  be  thought  to  militate 
against  the  claims  of  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land. It  will  not,  I  trust,  be  said,  for  I  am 
sure  it  cannot  be  proved,  that  it  is  either 
repugnant  to  the  '  laws  of  God,'  or,  to  the 
unconfined  and  benevolent  tendency  of 
the  gospel,  or  to  those  liberal  and  enlight^ 
ened  principles  upon  which  the  reforma- 
tion was  founded :  to  admit  to  situations 
of  honour  or  of  profit  in  the  state,  men  of 
talents  and  of  virtue,  to  whom  no  objection 
can  possibly  be  made,  but  their  speculative 
opinions  of  merely  a  religious  nature  ; 
nor  can  I  conceive  in  what  manner  '  the 
'  rights  and  privileges  of  the  bishops  and 
'  clergy  of  this  realm,  or  of  the  churches 
'  committed  to  their  charge,*  can  be  af- 
fected by  granting  civil  and  military  ap- 
pointments to  men,  cordially  devoted  to 
the  civil  constitution,  and  who  have  so- 
lemnly declared  upon  oath,  that  it  is  nei- 
ther their  intention,  nor  their  wish,  to  injure 
or  disturb  the  ecclesiastical.  For  my  own 
part,  my  lords,  as  an  individual  clergyman 
of  the  church  of  England,  sincerely  at- 
tached to  the  established  church,  and  prood 
of  the  situation  which  I  hold  in  it;  I  should 
be  exceedingly  sorry,  if  1  could  think  for 
a  moment,  that  I  possessed  any  rights, 
or  privileges,  incompatible  with  the  just 
claims  of  so  many  excellent  subjects  and 
conscientious  fellow  christians.  Be  it  how- 
ever admitted,  my  lords,  that  the  words  oF 
the  coronation  oath,  will  bear  the  construc- 
tion which  has  been  put  upon  them,  I  wish 
to  ask  where  was  the  objection  drawn  from 
this  oath,  when,  in  1782,  so  many  indul* 
gencies  were  wisely  and  justly  granted  to 
the  catholics  of  Ireland  ?  Indufgencies  pre- 
cisely of  the  same  kind,  though  difiering 
in  degree,  fi^om  those  which  are  now  peti- 
tioned for. — But,  I  forbear  to  push  this  ar- 
gument any  further;  various  considera- 
tions restrain  me ;  and  perhaps  enough  has 
been  said,  to  prove,  that  the  words  of  the 
coronation  oath,  have  been  unadvisedly 
and  inconclusively  brought  forward  during* 
the  discussion  of  that  important  question, 
which  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
public  for  more  than  three  years.  I  will 
now  detain  your  lordships  no  longer :  in- 
deed, I  should  not  have  presumed  to  in- 
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trude  80  long  upon  your  patience,  had  I 
not  thought  It  incumbent  upon  me  to  as- 
sign the  best  reasons  in  my  power,  for 
differiog  so  widely  from  those  around  me, 
whosejudgment  I  respect,  though  I  cannot 
implicitly  bow  to  it,  against  the  clearest 
conviction  of  my  understanding  and  the 
best  feelings  of  my  heart. 

The  Arcnbishop  of  Forib  could  not  adopt 
the  opinion  of  his  right  reverend  friend, 
Ibr  whose  understanding  and  virtues  he  had 
the  highest  respect,  nor  relinquish  the  safe- 
guards which  our  ancestors  had  found  it 
necessary  to  establish  against  the  principles 
of  the  Jropish  religion.  If  this  Petition 
bad  only  sued  for  toleration  the  most  ex- 
tended, he  would  have  felt  no  difficulty  in 
acceding  to  its  prayer :  for  toleration  was 
the  keystone  of  the  reformed  church.  But 
no  complaint  of  this  sort  had  been  made. 
The  Catholics  enjoyed  their  rights  under 
the  prote<^ion  of  the  law,  and  he  was  glad  of 
it;  W  he  hoped  parliament  would  always 
resist  their  attempts  at  acquiring  political 
powef*;  because,  however  temporal  and 
spiritual  power  might  be  disjoined  in  theo- 
ry, they  could  not  be  practically  separated. 
It  had  been  said,  that  Catholics  ought  not 
to  be  judged  now  by  the  sentiments  which 
had  been  formerly  held  by  people  of  that 
persuasion.  If  any  material  alteration  in 
their  articles  of  ^ith  had  taken  place,  it 
became  them  distinctly  to  shew  it.  But  it 
was  a  well-known  rule  of  that  church,  tha^ 
all  the  canons  remained  in  force  that  were 
not  repealed  by  a  general  council ;  and, 
certainly,  there  were  many  objectionable 
points,  that  by  this  rule  must  be  still  con- 
sidered as  part  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith.  He  allowed  that  many  Catholics 
had  been  eminent  for  virtue  and  piety. 
Who  could  hear  the  name  of  Fenelon  with- 
out veneration  ?  He  admitted  that  men 
might  live  together  very  well  in  society, 
notwithstanding  difterences  of  opinion  on 
speculative  points,  but  he  denied  that  par- 
liament could  be  opened  to  the  Catholics 
as  long  as  they  owned  a  foreign  jurisdic- 
tion, and  maintained  that  there  was  nb  sal- 
vation beyond  the  pale  of  their  own 
church.  Impressed  with  these  sentiments, 
though  he  by  no  means  remtted  what  the 
Catholics  had  already  obtamed,  he  thought 
it  inconsistent  with  wisdom  and  sound 
policy  to  break  down  the  remaining  bar- 
riers. 

The  Bishop  of  Bangor  had  no  objection 
to  the  fullest  toleration  in  every  respect ; 
but  if  the  prayer  of  this  petition  should  be 
ipranted,  the  Catholics  would  be  on  a  foot- 
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ing  with  the  Protestants,  and  therefore  the 
word  toleration  would  be  totally  inappli- 
cable. There  were  some  'of  the  principles 
of  the  Catholics  that  ought  to  be  regarded 
with  peculiar  jealousy.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say  that  Catholics  had  no  regard  to 
their  oaths;  it  was  impossible  that  any  set 
of  men  could  exist  so  totally  abandoned 
as  this  would  imply*  But  still  he  contended 
that  their  priests  might  persuade  the  vio- 
lation of  these  oaths.  The  nobility  of 
France  swore  allegiance  to  Henry  4  th; 
and  no  doubt  conscientiously  intended  to 
keep  their  oaths ;  but  many  of  them,  se- 
duced by  their  priests,  abetted  the  monk 
Ravillac,  who  assassinated  that  excellent 
prince.  He  should  rejoice  to  be  convinced 
that  the  Catholics  had  abandoned  these 
detestable  principles,  but  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  give  implicit  credit  on  this  point 
to  the  foreign  universities.  He  adverted 
to  the  tenets  of  the  Catholics  as  to  con- 
fession, absolution,  excommunication,  fo- 
reign jurisdiction,  &c.  and.  maintained, 
that  notwithstanding  the  assertions  of  the 
Catholics>  their  notions  on  these  points 
were  still  highly  exceptionable.  He  quot- 
ed some  passages  from  publications  of 
their  own  to  prove  this — such  as,  subject- 
ing all  oaths  and  every  human  law  to  the 
cardinal  virtue  of  prudence.  He  ascribed 
no  evil  intention  to  them  on  this  account  ; 
probably,  like  some  of  the  ancient  philoso- 
phers, they  were  for  referring  all  virtue  to 
the  utile,  exclusive  of  the  honestum.  He 
also  adverted  to  a  passage  where  a  great 
deal  of  temporal  power  in  fixmgthe  num- 
ber and  extent  of  parishes  and  dioceses 
was  ascribed  to  the  Pope.  But  what  prin- 
cipally attracted  his  attention  was,  a  pub- 
lication lately  ushered  into  the  world, 
with  great  solemnity,  by  the  Catholics, 
called  ''  Ward's  Errata  of  the  Protestant 
translation  of  the  Bible,"  where  the  Eng- 
lish church  was  charged  with  falsifying 
the  Scriptures.  To  this  some  Queries  were 
subjoined,  tending  to  shew  that  the  church 
of  England  was  no  church  at  all,  and  put- 
ting it  to  the  wisdom  of  Englishmen,  whe- 
ther there  was  any  advantage  in  hiring  the 
clergy  of  that  church  at  the  expence  of 
nearly  a  million  sterling,  to  leaa  them  in 
the  broad  way  of  perdition  ?  If  the  Catho- 
lics were  loyal  and  patriotic,  these  good 
qualities  would  not  be  endangered  by  the 
refusal  of  the  prayer  of  this  petition,  the 
granting  of  which  could  only  benefit  a  few 
persons. 

Lord  HutchtMon  denied  that  this  was  a 
paity  question,  or  that  any  influence  had 
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been  employed  by  those  with  whom  he 
acted,  to  bring  forward  this  petition,  or  to 
aggravate   the   irritation  of  the   catholic 
body.     The  matter  was  not  under  their 
controul ;   the  catholics  themselves  had 
judged  it  proper  to  brine  their  claims  be- 
fore parliament,  and  had  first  offered  the 
petition  to  a  noble  duke  at  the  head  of  the 
govemiftent.     Upon  his  refusal  they  had 
reciuested  his  noble  friend  to  present  it. 
What  private  interest  could  they  have  in 
the  agitation  of  this  question  ?  That  it  had 
been  often  ur^ed  before,  was  no  reason 
why  it  should  not    be    discussed    now. 
The  oftener  the  subject  was  discussed,  the 
better  founded  would  the  catholic  claims 
appear.    There  were  few  great  constitu- 
tional objects  gained  without  repeated  dis- 
cussion and  perseverance.    The  march  of 
truth  might  be  slow,  but  it  always  cam^ 
up,  and  gained  the  victory  at  last.    Those, 
however,  who  had  to  contend  with  preju- 
dice, passion,  and  narrow  views,  could  not 
but  expect  to  meet  with  calumny.    The 
arguments  against  the  claims,  drawn  from 
the  power  of  the  pope,  had   been  often 
urged  and  refuted.    The  power  of  the  ca- 
tholic church  existed  no  longer,  its  impe- 
rious head  was  bowed  to  the  ground,  and 
itself  bound  in  adamantine  chams.  Yet  the 
opposers  of  the  claims  spoke  of  the  power 
df  the  church,  as  if  that  power  had  been 
in  its  zenith,  and  as  if  the  pope  commanded 
the  world.     It  was  a  miserable  employ- 
ment, to  be  constantly  obliged  to  repeat 
these  refutations.     However  obnoxious  the 
doctrines  ascribed  to  the  Roman-catholic 
church  were,  it  was  evident  that  if  ever 
they  were   maintained .  by  the  catholics, 
they  now  disclaimed  them.     It  had  been 
said,  that  nothing  was  more  absurd  than  to 
surround  a  protestant  king  with  Roman- 
catholic  oflScers.    Experience,  however, 
had  proved  that  there  was  no  absurdity 
whatever  in  this :  protestants  commanded 
the  armies  of  Louis  14-th  ;  catholics  were 
employed  in  the  Russian  government,  and 
the  three  mandarins   that  attended   lord 
Macartney  in  China  were  of  three  diffe- 
rent sects.     Could  any  one  imagine  that  a 
man  who  possessed  scope  of  mind  sufficient 
for  the  conduct  of  government,  that  a  ge- 
neral fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  command  of 
an  army,  should  so  far  forget  his  honour 
and  his  duty  as  to  render  his  power  subser- 
vient to  any  improper  practices  connected 
with  speculative  matters  of  faith  ?  In  the 
present  age,  the  influence  of  reli^ous  opi- 
nions was  not  so  strong.    In  the  dread 
events  that  had.  lately  happened,  religious 


notions  were  not  concerned.  Gi-eat  as  the 
mischief  had  been,  the  name  of  religioii 
had  not  been  abused.  The  ideas  which 
some  appeared  to  entertain  of  the  influ- 
ence of  speculative  points  of  faith  were 
not  applicable  to  the  present  times.  la 
almost  every  country  except  our  own, 
these  restrictions  were  done  away.  Thu 
Roman-catholic  church,  instead  of  domi- 
neering  over  others,  was  scarcely  able  to 
sustain  itself  The  cUmour  raised  about 
its  being  subject  to  one  head  was  now  idle 
and  absurd,  though  a  century  ago,  perhapS| 
this  circumstance  might  afiR>rd  reasonabla 
grounds  for  apprehension.  It  had  be^ 
remarked  by  the  opposers  of  the  claims^ 
tliat  a  compliance  with  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  would  be  contrary  to  the  prin* 
ciples  of  the  revolution.  He  respited 
the  principles  of  the  revolution,  becausa 
he  had  a  different  view  of  them :  their 
object  was  to  guard  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject, to  secure  his  right,  and  the  stability 
of  the  contract  between  the  king  and  tba 
people ;  their  object  was  real  liberty,  and 
in  order  to  secure  that,  these  restrictions 
were  then  imposed  ;  but  the  occasion  for 
them  having  ceased,  the  spirit  and  prin* 
ciples  of  the  revolution  required  that  they 
should  be  abolished.  Many  of  the  mis* 
fortunes  of  Ireland  had  resulted  from  this 
impotent  attempt  at  keeping  the  power  in 
the  hands  of  a  few,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people  from  the  chance 
of  attaining  the  higher  offices.  Miserable 
and  short-sighted  politicians!  the  evil 
they  had  done  lived  after  them,  and  Ire* 
land  still  smarted  under  its  effects.  The 
general  disrespect  of  th$  law,  the  lon^* 
continued  and  deep-rooted  discontent  ut 
Ireland,  must  have  resulted  from  as  general 
a  cause.  His  countrymen  were  extreme 
in  their  love  and  their  hatred,  their  grati* 
tude  and  their  resentment ;  and  hence  tbe 
distraetions  that  had  arisen  from  an  erro<- 
neous  policy.  But,  he  was  told  that  the 
peasants  would  be  indif&rent  to  the  bene* 
fits  now  claimed  ;  and  that  even  though 
granted,  the  effects  would  not  reach  them. 
The  odious  distinction  established  by  law 
between  the  Roman-catholic  and  the  pro- 
testant being  done  away,  the  iovmtr  wouki 
find  his  consequence  much  increased  ;  uid 
Bsany  poor  pebple  might  have  acceas  te 
several  little  offices,  from  which  thpy  wer« 
at  present  in  effect  excluded  by  the  stigma 
under  which  they  laboured.  The  noble  ' 
general  concluded  by  a  long  comment 
upon  the  absurdity  of  excluding  the  catho* 
lies  fipom  power  upon  sodi  fatile  ground^ 
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while  all  Europe  had  coalesced  against  us; 
when  all  governments  had  become  tole- 
rant but  our  own  ;  when  all  the  power  of 
the  people  was  reduced  to  nothing  ;  and 
when  our  danger  had  increased  in  a  ten- 
fold degree. 

Earl  Stanhope,  in  allusion  to  what  had 
fallen  from  a  right  reverend  prelate,  ad- 
mitted that  a  million  sterling  was  a  great 
deal  of  money  to  pay  annually  to  him 
mnd  his  brethren.  As  to  the  mistranslation 
of  the  Bible,  the  papists  were  not  perhaps 
hr  wrong,  as  far  as  respected  the  early 
versions.  The  garbled  manuscript  in  the 
British  Museum  was  a  proof  of  this.  The 
parts  improperly  translated  having  been 
written  in  a  dinerent  ink  from  the  true 
and  genuine  passages,  time  had  consumed 
one  of  the  sorts  of  ink,  and  the  whole  im- 
position^was  detected.  But  the  bishops 
were  very  eager  for  oniformity :  where 
was  ^at  uniformity  in  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, when  the  difterences  in  the  Common 
Prayer  Books  of  Cambridge  and  Oxford 
amounted  to  3,600  and  upwards  ?  All  the 
bishops  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  themselves. 
He  begged  pardon  for  saying  '  all  ;*  one 
respectable  prelate  had  made  a  most 
logical,  sound,  and  liberal  speech  on  the 
present  occasion,  and  had  been  most  mise- 
rably answered  by  the  priest  who  spoke 
last.  When  the  priyileees  of  three  mil- 
lions of  people  were  under  consideration, 
it  was  scandalous  to  be  reading  anonymous 
libels  against  them.  He  should  have 
thought  that  the  nobJe  viscount  on  the 
cross  bench  (Sidmouth)  might  have  been 
-better  acquainted  with  the  rule  of  order, 
tlian  to  accuse  the  catholics  of  a  want  of 
patriotism,  merely  because  they  persisted 
an  claiming  what  appeared  to  them  to  be 
their  due.  .The  noble  earl  then  read  a 
paper  pabliihed  by  the  English  cathoHos, 
disclaimitig  all  the  mischtevoos  doctrines 
imputed  to  them,  in  which  they  were 
^ined  by  the  Irish  catholics,  mid  cott- 
-cluded  by  observing,  that  there  could  not 
be  a  Hbel  urged  against  them  to  which 
that  paper  was  not  a  complete  answer. 

Lord  ]\Mgrave  was  satisfied  that  the 
discussion  of  this  subject  could  produce 
nothing  but  irritation  and  mischief.  He 
contrasted  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lords 
•pposite  when  in  power,  with  their  con- 
liiict  now  they  were  oat  of  power.  When 
In  power,  they  were  ready  to  relinquish 
Wtn  a  comparatrrely  insignificant  mea- 
«u'e  to  relieve  tlM  catholks  ;  now  they 
w^sre  outof  power,  nothing  would  content 
liMOt  but  a  rail  and  conifSete  ■MocestioQ. 


The  noble  baron  who  brought  forward  thia 
motion  declared,  that  this  concession  was 
necessary  for  the  salvation  of  the  empire. 
If  he  thought  so  when  in  office  he  ought 
to  have  declared  it ;  if  his  opinion  had 
changed,  he  ought  to  explain  the  cause  of 
that  change  A  great  delusion  was  prac* 
tised  by  stating  that  three  millions  of  peo* 
pie  were  interested  in  this  question,  when 
in  lact  not  more  than  three  hundred  could 
be  actually  interested.  He  wished,  how* 
ever,  to  be  distinctly  understood  as  giving 
no  opinion  on  the  catholic  claims  ;  what 
he  meant  was,  that  it  was  extremely  indis* 
creet  #o  agitate  the  question  when  its  fote 
must  be  anticipated. 

The  Earl  oi  Bttddnghamihire  opposed  the 
motion,  because  he  was  averse  to  the  whole 
principle  of  the  measure.  He  had  every 
reason  to  love  the  people  of  Ireland,  but 
he  was  convinced  that  a  compliance  witk 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  would  be  so  ftor 
from  tranquillisiog  that  country,  thai  it 
would  have  a  quite  contrary  etfect.  The 
catholics  now  vranted  seats  m  parliament ; 
but  this  was  only  to  be  the  step  to  a  great 
deal  more.  He  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
if  tha  parliament  vras  opened  to  the  ca- 
tholics, eiehty  dissenters  from  the  church 
of  England  would  be  returned  for  Ireland ; 
and  this  omnion  was  founded  on  the  great 
increase  of  the  catholic  f^eholders.  Ad- 
verting to  the  negative  proposed  to  be  al- 
lowed to  his  majesty  in  the  appointment  of 
Roinan-catholic  bishops,  he  observed  that 
this  was  no  more  than  giving  a  concurrent 
jocisdiction  with  Buonaparte,  who  com- 
manded the  pope.  The  pryiciples  of  the 
catholics,  he  thought,  ought  to  be  vratched 
with  jealousy.  He  quoted  an  observation 
in  the  publication  of  Dr.  Milner,  in  order 
to  shew  the  spirit  which  still  appeared  to 
prevail  among  them.  This  was  a  remark 
on  the  statue  of  his  majesty,  or  his  prede- 
cessor, at  Cork;  which  was  said  to  be 
painted  yellow  because  the  king  was  an 
orange-man,  and  sided  with  a  few  thousands 
of  his  subjects  against  as  many  millions. 
He  agreed  perfectly  with  the  nobie  baron 
who  introduced  the  rabject,  that  it  would 
be  wise  to  make  a  provision  for  the  catho- 
lic clergy*  This,  and  a  proper  plan  of 
education  to  enlighten  the  minds  of  the 
people,  would  be  the  best  boon  for  Ire- 
land. The  granting  of  the  present  claima 
eouM  do  little  good,  and  might  do  a  great 
deal  of  harm. 

The  Duke  of  .Noir^Mpporled  the  mo- 
tioit  Adverting  to  the  power  of  rejecting 
their  Biihcppsy  which  =^  Catfaoliat  were 
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willing  to  give  his  majesty,  he  explained 
it  more  fully.  They  were  disposed  to  lay 
before  his  majesty  a  list  of  three  pers^s, 
of  whom  his  majesty  was  to  be  at  liberty 
to  reject  two  ;  the  remaining  one  would 
be.  invested  with  the  episcopal  dignity ; 
but  if  his  majesty  were  to  reject  the  whole 
three,  then  another  Ibt  of  three  distinct 
persons  would  be  submitted  to  his  consi- 
deration, and  so  on  until  his  majesty  should 
signi^  his  approbation  of  any  inoividual, 
by  allowing  his  name  to  remain.  The  no- 
ble duke  said  he  was  somewhat  surprised 
at  the  manner  in  which  the  name  of  Dr. 
Milner  had  b^n  mentioned  ;  he  'was  a 
gentleman  of  learning  and  science,  with 
whose  acquaintance  he  had  been  some 
time  honoured.  The  petition  was  recom- 
mended tb  the  house  by  the  signatures  of 
several  noblemen,  the  ancestors  of  some  of 
whom  had  been  in  parliament  in  times 
more  fiivourable  to  their  religious  tenets, 
and  one  of  them  had  been  raised  to  the 
peerage  by  his  present  majesty.  He  him- 
self respected  the  established  church  as 
much  as  any  man,  and  if  he  thought  it 
.  would  be  in  the  smallest  degree  endangered 
by  the  indulgencies  sought  by  the  catho- 
lies,  he  should  most  assuredly  oppose  the 
measure ;  but  being  convinced  that  nothing 
of  that  kind  was  to  be  apprehended,  he 
should  support  the  reference  of  the  peti- 
tion to  a  committee. 

Lord  Enkine  was  of  opinion,  that  parlia- 
0ient  had  gone  on  too  far  in  the  system  of 
concession  to  the  catholics  now  to  make  a 
6top,  consistently  with  the  object  which 
gave  rise  to  that  system.  He  could  not 
conceive  the  principle  upon  which  the 
catholics  were  admitted  into  the  army,  the 
navy,  and  certain  civil  departments  of  the 
state,  while  they  were  to  be  excluded  from 
those  appointments  for  which  the  petition- 
ers sought.  The  house  should,  he  thought, 
ffo  into  the  proposed  committee,  and  there 
It  mig^t  be  considered  how  far  the  prayer 
of  the  petition  might  be  acceded  to,  albd 
whether  any  and  what  conditions  were 
necessary  to  accompany  the  grant  of  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  in  order  to  secure 
the*  Protestant  establishment,  in  solicitude 
for  the  maintenance  of  which  he  would 
yield  to  no  person  or  party  whatever. 

Lord  Haxokabury  had  hoped,  firom  the 
conduct  of  the  learned  lord  when  this  sub- 
ject was  last  before  parliament,  and  from 
his  knowledge  of  the  laws  and  constitution 
^  his  country,  that  he  would  vote  against 
the  motion,  and  not  for  it  For  his  own 
perl,  be  shook!  &il  in  hb  duty  if  he  did 


not  declare  most  decidedly,  that  his  ob- 
jection to  granting  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion did  not  rest  on  times  and  circum- 
stances, but  on  principle.  This  opinion 
was  founded  on  his  conviction  that  a  pro- 
testant  government  alone  was  consistent 
with  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  British 
empire.  The  noble  baron  by  whom  the 
question  had  been  brought  forward  had 
said,  that  it  would  be  no  injustice  to  keep 
a  Roman-catholic  from  the  crown,  because 
no  person  who  could  have  any  pretensions 
to  the  crown  was  a  catholic.  But  such  a 
case  might  exist :  the  presumptive  heir  to 
the  crown  might  be  a  catholic,  and  then 
his  exclusion  would  be  a  hardship ;  i>ut 
that  was  not  to  be  set  against  the  safety  di 
the  protestant  establishment.  Our  sdle- 
giance  to  the  house  of  Brunswick  was  paid^ 
not  because  it  was  the  house  of  Brunswick 
alone,  but  because  it  was  a  protestant 
house.  If  it  was  necessary  that  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  should  be  a  protestant* 
was  it  not  necessary  that  his  advisers  should 
be  so  too?  that  the  lord  chancellor  (the 
keeper  of  the  king's  conscience),  the 
judges,  and  the  great  officers  of  the  state* 
should  be  protestants  ?  And  if  this  were  so, 
was  it  not  more  wise  and  expedient  to  ex- 
clude catholics  from  these  situations  by 
law,  than  to  throw  upon  the  king  the  odium 
of  rejecting  them  ?  For  let  the  house  bear 
in  mind,  that  the  principle  of  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  went  to  the  attainment  of  all 
power,  on  equal  terms  with  the  protestants, 
a  principle  which  no  monarch  could  ven- 
ture to  apply  practically  without  endan- 
gering the  constitution.  It  must  be  re« 
collected,  that  the  catholics  were  not  at 
present  excluded  from  places  of  the  highest 
trust  by  any  direct  law.  They  excluded 
themselves  because  they  would  not  take 
the  prescribed  tests  (prescribed  to  all  the 
subjects  of  the  empire  indifferently) ;  and 
particularly  because  they  would  not  take 
the  oath  of  supremacy,  by  which  they  ab- 
jured all  foreign  temporal  and  ecclesias- 
tical dominion  in  these  realms.  The  first 
question  therefore  was,  whether  or  not  this 
oath  was  founded  in  reason  and  principle  } 
Was  it  just,  as  long  as  the  country  pos- 
sessed a  protestant  government  and  a  pro- 
testant establishment,  to  require  that  the 
members  of  the  legislature,  and  the  great 
officers  of  the  state,  should  abjure  foreign 
temporal,  as  well  as  foreign  ecclesiastioil, 
dominion  ?  Consistently  with  the  security 
of  the  protestant  government  and  the  pro- 
testant establishment,  it  was  not  possible 
to  dispenie  with  this  test   The  large  pro* 
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portion  of  the  population  of  Ireland  which 
the  catholics  formed,  had  been  stated  as 
a  reason  for  acceding  to  their  request.  This 
question  must  be  viewed  in  one  of  two 
points:  if  the  empire  were  considered  (and 
m  his  opinion  we  were  bound  so  to  con- 
sider it)  as  a  whole,  then  in  any  legislative 
regulation,  parliament  ought  to  be  influ- 
enced, not  by  what  was  the  majority  of  a 
certain  class  in  a  part  of  the  empire,  but 
by  what  was  the  majority  of  that  class  m 
the  whole  empire.     On  this  footing,  the 
claim  of  the  catholics  was  indefensible  ; 
and  it  was  that  the  two  islands  might  thus 
be  considered  as  a  whole  empire,  that  the 
Union  had  been  projected.     If  the  other 
view  of  the  subject  were  taken,  if  the  ma- 
jority in  a  part  of  the  empire  were  to  deter- 
mine the  regulations  of  tne  legislature,  the 
consequence  would  then  be,  that  if  the 
present  question  were  carried,  the  catholics 
might  go  further.     They  might  then  say, 
that  as  their  having  a  majority  in  the  po- 
pulation of  Ireland  bad  been  admitted  as 
at  ground  for  their  admissibility  into  the 
high  offices  of  the  state,  the  same  circum- 
stance would  entitle  them  to  substitute  a 
catholic  for  a  protestant  establishment  in 
that  country.    This  was  a  question  directly 
affecting  every  catholic  who  had  an  acre 
of  lan.l  in  Ireland ;  every  man  who  now 
paid  to  the  support  of  two  chirrches,  would 
be  very  ready  to  get  rid  of  that  burden  by 
the   subversion  of  protestantism,  as  the 
established  relii>ion  of  the  country.     He 
allowed  that  no  such  object  was  hinted 
at  in  the  petition,  but  experience  had  pro- 
nounced decidedly  on  this  subject.     Was 
it  not  within  every  man's  recollection,  that 
in  1793  and  1 794-,  the  catholics  of  Ireland 
were  called  upon  to  state  the  whole  of 
their  demands  ?  The\*  did  state  the  whole 
of  their  demands.     They  were  granted  by 
the  Irish  parliament,  and  what  followed  ? 
Why,  that  they  urged  fresh  demands.     In 
support  of  his  opinion,  with  respect  to  the 
disposition  of  the  catholics  to  presume  on 
any  indulgence  that  was  granted  to  them, 
he  read  an  extract  from  a  work  by  sir  John 
Throgmorton   (a  moderate  catholic),    in 
which  their  wish  to  insinuate  a  catholic 
establishment  was  sufficiently  indicated. 
If,  therefore,  the  legislature  of  Great  Bri- 
tain were  to  surrender  to  the  catholics  the 
barrier  in  question,  that  surrender  would 
lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  present  ec- 
clesiastical establishment  in  Ireland.     The 
next  question  to  be  discussed  was  the  pro- 
bability, should  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
be  complied  with,  that  such  compliance 
Vol.  XI. 


would  benefit  the  Irish  people  at  large. 
No  one  could  more  lament  the  disturbances 
that  had  recently  occurred  in  the  sister 
kingdom ;  but,  on  a  close  examination,  he 
found  that  these  disturbances  had  not  ori- 
ginated in  any  political  or  religious  cause. 
They  chiefly  arose  from  a  demand  made 
by  the  catholic  priests  for  an  increase  of 
their  dues,  and  from  other  local  grievances, 
which,  although  they  were  severely  felt, 
were  sti  II  but  local.  If  he  was  well-founded 
in  this  statement,  what  became  of  the  noble 
baron's  assertion,  that  a  compliance  with 
the' petition  would  allay  the  general  dis- 
content of  the  Irish  ?  No  man  could  deny 
that  it  was  desirable  to  allay  that  discon- 
tent ;  but  he  would  positively  deny  that 
the  measure  proposed  was  calculated  to  do 
so ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  convinced,  that 
by  inciting  to  new  demands,  demands  which 
could  not  be   complied  with,  we  should 
give  birth  to  new  causes  of  discontent.  The 
noble  baron  had  dwelt  on  the  necessity  of 
compliance  on  account  of  the  great  danger 
to  which  the  country  was  exposed  in  the 
present  state  of  the  world.     The  country 
certainly  was  in  great  danger;    but   in 
former  periods  it  had  also  been  in  great 
danger  (though  perhaps  not  in  such  great 
danger  as  at  this  moment,  yet  in  danger 
so  great  that  the  government  would  not 
have  been  justified  had  they  not  resorted 
to  every  means  of  defence  withiii  their 
power),  yet  the  government  at  those  pe- 
riods never  sought^  for  assistance  by  sur- 
rendering the  barriers  of  the  constitution. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Wil- 
liam, the  country  was  exposed  to  a  great 
foreign  force;  the  French  fleet  disputed 
with  the  British  the  dominion  of  the  seas; 
Ireland  was  in  a  most  disturbed  state ;  in 
England  there  existed  a  strong  party  at- 
tached to  the  exited  family.     But,  amidst 
all   these    dangers,   did   the   government 
think  of  surrendering  the  barriers  of  the 
constitution  ?  No ;  they  felt  that  the  secu* 
rity  of  the  country  depended  upon  tlie 
constitution,  and  inat  the  security  of  the 
constitution  depended  upon  the  protestant 
establishment.     By  uniting  these  iirmly 
together,  they  were  enabled  successfully 
to  battle  with  the  i?nemies  by  whom  they 
were  surrounded.     In  declaring  his  con- 
viction that  the  mass  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land would  not  be  benefited  by  the  con- 
cession which  it  was  proposed  to  make  to 
thenir,  he  was  supported  by  very  high  au- 
thority.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Messrs.  M'Ne- 
vin  and   Emmett,  had  distinctly  stated, 
that  they  would  not.     But  it  was  to  him 
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most  obvious,  that  thos?  who^  under  a  pro- 
testant  establishment,  were  allowed  to 
make  and  to  administer  the  laws,  ou^ht  to 
submit  to  some  test  of  their  determina- 
tion inviolably  to  maintain  that  ests^biish- 
ment. 

Lord  ^qlland  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  various 
polemical  points  which  had  been  brought 
ibrward  in  the  course  of  the  debate.  Ihe 
question  for  parliameifit  to  consider  was, 
what  was  the  state  of  Ireland,  and  what 
the  remedy  proper  to  be  applied  to  it  in 
t^ie  present  exigen^  ?  If  the  good  will  of 
four  millions  of  the  people  was  necessary 
to  the  safety  of  Ireland,  if  Ireland  was  ne- 
c^saary  to  the  safety  of  the  empire,  this 
n^asure  ought  to  be  acceded  to.  With 
the  danger  of  th^  present  day  he  contend- 
ed that  no  precedmg  period  could  fairly 
he  compared.  The  reiffn  of  WiUis^n^  Ui* 
which  had  been  Quoted,  had  no  analogy 
whatever  to  it,  and  therefore  the  existence 
of  the  penal  laws*  at  that  or  any  other  pe- 
riod that  had  been  mentioned,  could  pre- 
sent nothing  in  their  justification  at  this 
moment.  These  penal  laws  were,  in  bis 
mind,  alwa;Vs  odious,  b^t  peculiarly  so  at 
present^  when  all  the  pretexts  for  their 
original  enactment  ceased  to  exist.  The 
«obl«  lord  vindicated  the  book  of  Dr.  Mil- 
iiev  against  the  misrepresentation  of  it  which 
appeared  in  the  speech  of  one  of  the  reve- 
rend prelates;  but  he  contended  that 
whatever  that  book,  or  the  book  of  any 
other  individual,  however  high  in  talent 
er  character,  might  contain  that  should  be 
reprehensible,  cuuld  n^^t  fairly  be  alleged 
as  a  ground  of  censure  upon  the  whole 
sect  ot  which  that  individual  m^ht  be  a 

S ember.  He  replied  to  the  assertion, 
at  the  peasantry  of  Ireland  cared  not  a 
fiarthing  about  the  object  for  which  the 
higher  orders  of  their  persuasion  were  now 
peeking.  W  hat,  he  would  ask,  bound  a 
Pfian  to  the  glory  of  his  country  ?  What 
made  the  lower  orders  rejoice  in  the  hor 
Hours  and  achievements  of  their  generals 
and  admirals?  What  made  their  hearts 
beat  with  exultation  at  the  mere  mention 
of  such  names  as  Nelsoi^'s  ?  What,  but  the 
principle  and  feeling  whicb  most  excite 
pleasure  in  the  Irish  peasant's  breast,  when 
informed  of  the  advancement  and  disdnc- 
tion  of  one  of  his  persuasion  and  ipmy  of 
thinking.  As  to  the  attempt  made  to  identi- 
fy the  Revolution  with  the  abominable  code 
against  the  catholics,  he  protested  against 
the  identity.  He  also  protested  against 
the  Revolotioni,  as  beings  provoked  by  c^- 


tholicisn^,  or  by  the  peculiar  partiality  of 
James  II.  to  that  creed.  No ;  it  arose  out 
of  his  perseverance  '\n,  urging  that  dispens- 
ing power  which  his  unfortunate  father 
attempted  to  establish,  l^ut,  the  main  ques- 
tion to  consider  on  t,his  occa,sion  was  il^s : 
by  whom  bad  any  of  the  riots  or  coouno- 
tions,  ascribed  to  the  catholics,  been  excit- 
ed and  directed  ?  Certainly  not  by  catbo* 
lie  generals^,  admirals,  or  senators,  whatever 
concern  the  catholic  populace  might  h;av^ 
in  them.  Therefore  no  pi:ecede];it  could  bo 
adduced  froi^  history  to  justly  any  appre* 
hensioi^  of  danger  .frp^n  such  persoiji^  911 
this  petitiojfi  referred  ^>.  Indeed,  as  to  his- 
tory, it  would  not  be  the  interest  of  eittier 
sect  to  refor  to  it,  as  s^  great  deal  of  ex^esa 
might  be  shewn  on  both  sides.  To  tl^e 
assertion  of  the  noble  baron  (Hawkesbury) 
that  the  catholics  owed  theiv  exclusion  to 
their  own  conduct  in  refusing  to  aubscrib^ 
to  the  oaths  of  supremacy  and  abjurations 
he  would  sl^rtly  reply,  by  referru^  t^ 
tbose  oaths,  and  ^hei^  he  would  ast;  aQJT 
candid  man,  whether  it  was  possible  fo^ 
any  catholic  to  swe^r  such  oaths ;  tQ  ?Mb«» 
scribe  to  tests  which  absolutely  pra|cribe4 
his  own  faith  :  the  proposition  was  modi;- 
ery.  The  noble  lord  concluded  with  a, 
commentary  vq>on  the  prii^ciple^  a]i4 
objec^  of  those  with  whoqi  tl^e  piun^ 
laws  originate,  and  pronounce^  the  coq«> 
duct  of  the  old  wli^gi  of  tl^  Revolu^oig^ 
who  sanctioned  them,  as  highly  disgrace 
ful. 

Lord  Auckland  said  that  he  shou&d  statf 
very  shortly  the  motives  of  his  adherenof 
to  ^be  opinion  which  he  had  ei^pressed  9% 
fully  on  a  former  occ^ion.  He  had  eve^ 
been  inclined  to  give  a  silent  vote  ;  for  if  . 
did  not  appear  to  him  that  any  new  circum* 
stances  had  arisen,  or  that  any  new  arg^« 
ments  had  been  adduced  to  shake  or  cout 
trovert  the  solemn  decision  of  1805.  With* 
out  entering  into  any  details,  he  ffjjIL 
himself  compelled  ny  his  fense  of  puhUp 
duty  to  resist  any  farther  indulgences  tp 
the  noms^i-catholics  of  Ireland.  Fron^l779 
to  1793.  concessipti^  had  follow^  coocei* 
fiion,  a^  ev^ry  indu^ence  bad  pi^oduiDed 
a  new  4emand ;  "  Increase  of  appet^  bB/i 
*'  grown  by  what  it  fod  on/'  Many  of 
those  conces^ns  faa4  been  wifl^  and  ju^l, 
a,Bd  he  ba4  materially  contributed  V^sfiqif 
of  them ;  but  be  h^d  alw^a  con^i4ef«4 
the  concessions  ^f  1793  a^  goiog  bej^dqjd 
the  line  of  pru^ei^e ;  and  to  th^  e(fi|i^  of 
those  conces^ioEVi  be  attribute  th^  en^b^ 
rassiu^  anomaly  in  wbij?)^  Irelaif^  w«|9  fMtir 
placed,  with  refec^^e  to  ^e  Qthe^f  §ajp|^ 
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ot^the  ilftit^d  kingdom.  The  petition  now 
under  discodsioii  demanded  every  thing 
that  had  been  reserved  in  1793  ;  and,  in 
short,  a  full  participation  of  the  official, 
juditial,  and  fegisiative  powers  of  the  em- 
pire. He  could  not  bring  himself  to 
accede  to  such  a  claim.  He  thought  it 
fight  to  resist  the  theoretical  solecism  of  a 
protestant  king  and  papist  councils,  and  to 
maintain  the  predominance  of  that  mild 
*nd  reformed  religion,  which  by  its  princi- 
ples was  incorporated  with  the  system  and 
Security  of  the  British  constitution.  This 
€f>biion  had  been  safictioned  by  the  wis- 
Hom  of  our  ancestors  in  all  the  measune^ 
^ich  immediately  preceded  and  accom- 
panied the  Revolution  of  1088.  The  same 
iloctrine  had  been  retognised  in  the  union 
fHth  Scotland,  tod  through  the  whole  of 
Hie  efgkteettth  century,  and  finally  in  the 
fifth  article  c^  the  union  with  Ireland.  If 
thett  it  wer6  dear  (as  he  contended)  that 
What  is  nov^  asked  is  not  a  cktm  of  right 
but  matter  of  indulgence,  the  decision 
Anuit  rest  on  expediency  ;    and  he  couM 

.  ft6t  hiisitate  to  say,  that  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  break  down  the  remaining  bar- 
titftrs,  under  the  protection  of  which  we  have 
risen  to  a  state  of  prosperity,  freedom, 
atid  prft-eminence,  which  distinguishes  ufe 
amt>ng  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  has 
made  us  wh^l  vre  arc.  Nor  did  he  think 
it  necessary  to  argue  how  far  thfe  catholics, 
ff  they  should  attain  what  they  no^  asked, 
lAij^ht  be  disposed  to  look  forwards  to  th^ 
attainment  if  an  acknowledged  church 
^tabH^ment,  ahd'to  the  Withholding  of 
M  support  to  thfe  exercise  of  the  protest- 
«m  refotmted  religion.  Under  these  Im- 
j[it^§sions,  he  was  not  disposed  to  go  into  a 
ct>mmittee  on  the  petition,  because  he  re- 
lAAined  in  the  persuasion  thttt  every  thing 
bad  been  done  which  could  reasonably  be 
ftsked  or  granted.  Nor  did  he  feel  him- 
<t?lf  called  upon  to  say  whether  under  any 
supposable  circumstances,  it  mi^ht  not  be- 
ronuB  expedient  to  give  what  their  lordships 

*  would  now  refuse.  From  the  past  conduct 
df  pHrliattient  he  had  the  fullest  confidence 
kk  their  wisddm,  teihper,  firitnness,  and 
cWisistency  ;  and  greatly  would  it  have 
bee*i  to  the  (Jredit  of  many  «f  his  countiy- 
theti,  and  of  several  corporations,  if,  in  the 
last  year,  th^y  had  preserved  the  same 
dignified  and  conciliatory  moderation,  of 
Which  then:  parliament  had  set  so  eminent 
hn  example.  But  instead  of  trusting  to  those 
hn  Wtrom  it  became  theth  to  rely,  they  had 
i^ohv^ttfed  this  great  national  question  into 
ft  ihtf^leaii  Mectioneerin^  cry  and  chr- 


mour  ;  and  had  done  eVery  thing  in  their 
power  to  endanger  the  whole  question, 
by  giving  to  it  a  temporary  and  personal 
character,  under  a  pretext  of  exaggerated 
loyalty  and  ill-founded  alarm.  With  re- 
spect to  the  mover  and  supporters  of  th^ 
present  question,  he  gave  every  credit  for 
the  full  purity  of  their  motives;  he  knew 
them  to  be  as  fkr  removed  as  he  could  be 
from  any  indiifcM-ence  concerning  what  is 
called  the  establishment  in  church  and 
state  ;  nothing  had  occurred  to  lessen 
his,  friendship  for  them,  or  to  shake  his 
attachment  to  them.  But  he  happened  to 
difier  from  them  on  a  point  in  which  it  is 
impossible  to  have  any  complaisance  or 
compromise,  and  in  M'hich  the  weight  of 
authority  cannot  be  placed  against  the 
weight  of  self-conviction. 

The  Eai-l  of  Suffolk  vindicated  the  cha- 
racter  and  conduct  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland  and  Great  Britain  from  the  as* 
persions  thrown  upon  them  by  their  ene- 
mies, and  gave  his  hearty  support  to  the 
motiofh 

Lord  Grefwiile  made  a  short  reply.  The 
proposition  relative  to  the  future  appoint- 
ment of  catholic  bishops  in  Ireland  was,  to 
his  knowledge,  long  in  contemplation^ 
although  the  catholics  had  not,  until  lately, 
thought  proper  to  make  it  public.  It  was 
a  proposition,  indeed,  known  to  his  right 
hon.  friend  now  too  more  (Mr.  Pitt),  and 
was  one  of  thbse  guards  and  conditions 
with  which  he  meant  to  accompany  the 
concessions  which  he  proposed  to  grant 
to  the  Catholic  body.  With  regard  to 
the  nature  of  the  proposition  itself,  he 
should  rather  think,  that  instead  of  pre- 
senting the  names  of  three  persons  to  the 
king,  for  his  majesty  to  choose  one  from 
among  them,  as  had  been  mentioned,  it 
would  be  more  eligible  to  present  but  one 
name,  and  if  that  were  rejected,  another, 
iind  so  on  in  succession  until  hi»  majesty's 
approbation  should  be  obtained. — ^As  to 
the  personal  animadversions  in  which 
some  noble  lords  had  thought  proper  to 
indulge,  he  really  thought  that  whatever 
reflections  might  be  made  upon  his  cha- 
racter, it  would  have  been  quite  secure 
upon  the  question  at  present  bdbre  their 
lords,  through  his  solicitude  for  which  he 
had  twice  sacrificed  the  highest  offices  in 
the  state. — Upon  a  division,  the  numbers 
were : 

Contents 74- 

Non-Cotatents 161 

Majority.    *    •    .    «7 
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List  qf  the  Minority. 


Dnkes  of 

Lords 

Norfolk, 

Soroers, 

Sotuerset, 

Braybrooke, 

Bedford, 

Grenville, 

Argvle. 

Upper  Osflory  (earl 

Mnrquises  of 

oO 

fiackinghaiD, 

Mendip(y.ClifdeD) 

Staflfbrd, 

Dandas, 

Ueadfort. 

Cawder, 

Earls 

Carrington, 

Derby, 
Suffofk, 

Butler  (earl  of  Or- 

mond), 

Essex, 

Hutchinson, 

Shaftesbury, 

Erskine, 

.    Albemarle, 

Crewe, 

Jersey, 

Ponsonby  of  Imo- 

Oxford  ^Mortimer, 

killy. 

Cowper, 
Stanhope, 

Proxies. 

Lauderdale, 

Dokes  of 

Wentworih    Fiti- 

Grafton, 

williaro. 

St.  Albans, 

Spencer, 
Glandore, 

Devonshire. 

Marquis  of 

Fortescue 

But«. 

Conyngham, 

Earls 

Donoughmore, 

Clanricarde, 

Rosslyn. 

Thane^ 

Viscounts 

Carlisle, 

Hereford, 

Tankerville, 

Duncan. 

Guildford, 

Bishop  of 

Hardwickc, 

Norwich. 

Charlenionr, 

Lords 

Ortord, 

Say  and  Sele, 

St.  Vincent, 

St.  John, 

Grey. 

Grey  De  Ruthyn, 

Viscount 

Spencer  of  Worm- 

Anson. 

leifi^hton  (marquis  Lords 

of  Blandford),  Stawell, 

Clifton  (e.  Darnley)  Lucan, 

Kinij,  Foley, 

Ponsonby  (earl    of  Southampton, 

Besborough),  Bulkeley, 

Holland,  Fife, 

Hawke,  Yarborough, 

Hungeribrd  (earl  of  Glastonbury, 

Moira),  Breadalbane. 

[Protest  againSt  the  rejection  of 
THE  Roman  Catholic  Petition.]  The 
following  Protest  was  entered  upon  the 
Journals : 

"  Dissentient,  1st,  Because  we  are  fully 
satisfied  that  the  remoyal  of  the  unmerited 
and  degrading  exclusion  16  which  a  most 
numerous  and  valuable  part  of  the  commu- 
nity have  been  so  long  subjected,  and  the 
imparting  to  the  whole  people  of  this , 
united  kingdom  all  the  privileges  and 
dtities  of  the  British  constitution,  would  be 
a  measure  of  unquestionable  justice  and 

wisdom 2d,  Because  we  conceive  that 

this  determination  would  in  itself  afibrd 
the  best  security  for 'our  civil  and  religious 


constitution,  whilst  the  proposal  of  consi- 
dering  the  subject  in  «  committee  of  the 
whole  house,  gave  an  opportunity  of  esta- 
blishing, by  the  wisdom  and  authority  of 
parliament,  and  with  the  cordial  concur- 
rence of  all  parties,  such  safeguards  as 
must  tranquillize  the  apprehensions  of  the 
most  fearful,  and  allay  the  jealousies  of 
the  most  suspicious. — 3d,  Because,  al- 
though the  increased  support  and  dimi- 
nished resistance  which  this  proposal  his 
now  experienced  in  both  l^ouses  of  parlia- 
ment, as  well  as  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  discussed  on  the  part  of  its  oppo- 
nents, encourage  us  to  look  with  perfect 
confidence  to  its  approaching  and  entirt 
accomplishmont,  yet  we  are  of  opinion 
that  by  delay  many  of  its  happiest  eilects 
are  endangered  ;  and  we  are  confident 
that  there  never  was  in  the  history  of  the 
world  a  moment  in  which  a  meamire,  in 
itself  desirable,  was  more  imperiously 
called  for  by  circumstances  of  immediate 
and  uncontroulabie  necessity. — The  unit- 
ing, by  mutual  liberality,  kindness,  and 
confidence,  the  hands  and  heaits  of  all  bis 
majesty's  subjects  in  defence  of  the  inva- 
luable blessings  of  security,  liberty,  and 
national  independence,  is,  at  this  perilous 
crisis,  the  first  duty  that  we  owe  to  our- 
selves and  to  our  posterity  ;  and  it  is  the 
only  mode  by  which  we  can  reasonably 
hope,  under  the  protection  of  Providence, 
to  maintain  these  blessings  amidst  the 
misery  and  subjection  of  so  many  sur- 
rounding nations.  (Signed)  Spencer^ 
Shaftsbury,  Mendip,  Jersey,  Fortescue^ 
Suflblk  and  Berks,  Nugent,  Buckingham, 
Bedford,  Donoughmore,  Ponsonby,  Ross- 
lyn, Rawdon,  (earl  of  Moira)  for  the  first 
and  second  reasons  ;  Ponsonby,  of  Imo- 
killy,  Essex,  Hutchinson,  Lauderdale,  Nor- 
folk, (earl  marshal),  St.  John,  Vassal  Hol- 
land, Grenville,  Cowper,  Stafford,  for  the 
first  and  second  reasons  ;  Spencer  of 
Wormleighton  (Marquis  of  Blandford), 
Oxford  and  Mortimer,  Wentworth  Fitz- 
william,  Cawdor,  Argyll." 

"  Dissentient ;  Because  the  fitness  of 
yielding  to,  or  resisting,  in  the  whole,  or 
in  part,  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  so  res- 
pectfully submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  house,  depended  upon  principles  so 
momentous,  and  details  so  complicated, 
as,  according  to  the  ancient  practice  of 
parliament,  should  have  been  referred  to 
the  more  deliberate  consideration  of  e 
committee.  And  because  the  petition 
having  proceeded  spontaneously  firom  the 
cathoDcs  of  Ireland,  supported  by  large 
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bodies  of  their  protestant  brethren,  and 
sanctioned  by  that  liberal  and  indulgent 
policy  regarding  them  which  has  so  re- 
markably characterised  his  majesty's  reign, 
it  was  most  especially  entitled  to  our  fa- 
vourable consideration.  (Signed) 
Erskine,  Norfolk,  (earl  marshal),  Spencer 
of  Wormleighton/' 

HOUSE   OP   COMMONS. 

Friday,  May  27. 

[LiFB  Annuity  Plan.]  On  the  motion 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
bouse  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on 
the  resolutions  of  the  committee  respect- 
ing the  transfer  of  3  per  cent,  stock  for 
Lite  Annuities. 

Mr.  Tiemty  submitted  a  Tariety  of  cal- 
culations, tending  to  shew  the  inefficacy 
and  inutility  of  the  measure.  If  ever  there 
was  a  period,  when  a  man  would  be  dis- 
incline to  increase  his  income  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  his  capital,  it  must  be  at  that 
period  when  there  was  a  tax  upon  income, 
and  none  upon  capital.  He  objected  to 
the  plan  particularly,  because  it  interfered 
with  the  sinking  fund,  and  with  the  faith 
of  the  country  pledged  in  consequence  of 
that  measure ;  but  he  did  not  do  so  in 
the  abstract ;  he  objected  .  to  it  because 
it  was  a  direct  infraction  of  that  measure, 
without  being  calculated  to  produce  any 
advantage  to  the  country.  He  was  against 
any  interference  with  the  sinking  fund, 
unless  it  was  to  restore  it  to  the  state 
in  which  it  stood  previous  to  the  year 
1802.  In  tliat  case  the  public  would 
begin,  in  the  next  year,  or  in  the  year 
following,  to  feel  the  advantages  of  it ; 
but  by  the  present  measure  this  alleviation 
of  the  public  burthens  must  be  protracted 
for  a  number  of  years.  The  act  stipulated 
that  the  commissioners  should,  from  time 
to  time,  from  year  to  year,  lay  out  large 
.sums  in  the  purchase  of  stock.  It  was  no 
answer  to  those  who  had  contracted  on 
the  faith  of  these  annual  purchases,  and 
who  might  have  done  so  with  the  view  of 
a  speedy  sale,  to  say,  '  there  is  no  harm 
done,  in  the  course  of  ten  years  perhaps 
things  will  be  restored  to  their  proper  and 
ordinary  course.'  Having  once  adopted 
the  present  measure,  it  would  be  in  vain 
to  say  that  the  sinking  fund  was  intended 
to  be  held  sacred  ;  for  in  agreeing  to  this 
proposition  the  house  practised  one  of  the 
grossest  infractions  upon  it.  The  right 
bon.  gent,  dwelt  on  the  extravagant  in- 
ducemeot  which  this  measure  held  out  to 


a  man,  probably  70  years  of  age,  to  leave 
his  family  and  relatives  destitute,  seeing 
he  could  thus  raise  his  own  income  in  the 
proportion  of  12  to  3,  or  instead  of  100/. 
could  procure  for  his  own  life  4-00/.  per 
annum.  If,  therefore,  the  right  hon.  gent, 
was  to  cany  through  the  measure,  he 
hoped  he  would  limit  the^  age.  But,  on 
the  whole,  he  submitted  to  the  committee, 
that  the  present  was  a  measure  which 
ought  not  to  be  suddenly  cone  into. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Excheqtxr  had  no 
expectation,  that  the  progress  of  the  mea- 
sure proposed  would  be  very  rapid.  The 
present  was  not  a  plan  which  he  would 
have  been  inclined  to  propose,  as  affording 
resources  for  the  service  of  the  year ;  but 
he  was  convinced,  from  the  information 
and  applications  he  had  already  received 
on  the  subject,  that  it  would  be  one  of 
permanent  advantage,  and  of  which, 
though  no  question  of  revenue  were  con- 
nected with  it,  the  advantages  would  be 
generally  and  satii»factorily  felt.  He  was 
convinced  there  would  be  applications 
for  liberty  to  avail  themselves  of  this  mea- 
sure, from  sources  of  which  the  right  hon. 
gent,  had  at  present  no  idea.  There  were 
persons  in  the  constant  habit  of  taking 
annuities  for  themselves  and  othersy  to 
whom  this  measure  would  present  the 
means  of  saving  all  the  original  expence 
of  such  a  contract.  Stript  as  the  present 
measure  would  be,  of  every  expence  of 
this  kind,  he  was  satisBed  it  would  prove 
an  object  of  public  as  well  as  of  indi- 
vidual advantage.  The  right  hon.  gent 
had  not  said  any  thing  as  to  the  morality 
of  the  measure,  which  was  a  strong  objec- 
tion to  it  on  a  former  night ;  he  should 
not,  therefore,  enter  on  this  point,  but 
should  content  himself  with  observing 
that  there  appeared  to  him  to  be  nothing 
unusual,  or  inconsistent  with  political  eco- 
nomy, in  allowing  persons  the  opportu- 
nity of  providing  for  themselves  in  this 
manner.  What  were  Friendly  Societies  ? 
Were  they  calculated  for  the  advantage 
either  of  the  widow  or  of  the  children  ? 
They  surely  were  not ;  but  by  them  part 
of  the  income  was  laid  aside  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  person  himself,  without  any 
regard  to  his  family.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  alluded  to  the  proposal  of  sir  George 
Saville,  which,  though  not  adopted  by 
parliament,  was  stilt  an  authority  in  favour 
of  such  a  measure.  As  to  the  idea  of  this 
being  any  infraction  on  the  measure  of 
the  sinking  fund,  he  admitted  that  it  was 
so  in  msamer  and  in  words,  but  not  at  all 
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in  spirit.  It  would  hate  the  effect  of  tak- 
ing out  of  the  market  a  quantity  of  stock, 
and  of  substituting  in  the  piace  of  it  what 
would,  by  no  means,  be  so  marketable  a 
commodity.  It  would,  in  fact,  give  addi- 
tional etfect  to  the  two  objects  of  the  sink- 
ing fund.  By  the  former  operation,  the 
amount  of  the  dividend  only  vi'ould  b€ 
taken  out  of  the  market ;  by  the  present 
measure,  the  amount  of  the  capital  itself 
would  be  taken  out  of  it.  Thus,  not  only 
the  redemption  of  the  debt  would  be  Be- 
cured,  but  th^  object  wou4d  Mso  h^ 
effected  at  an  earlier  petiod.  Insiecidi 
therefore,  of  being  an  ivifractyM  on  the 
sinking  lund,  it  would  atid  fresh  vigOnt 
to  it. 

Lord  H.  Petty  said>  that  the  right 
turn.  gent,  admitted  he  ^expected  no  great 
immediate  efiect  from  the  meas^e,  but 
that  it  vtomM  be  grad^nal.  In  this  his 
lordship  could  hardly  agree  ;  for  if  he  at 
all  understood  the  plan,  the  ri^t  hoil. 
gent  expected  the  funds  to  rise  ;  and 
whenever  they  did  rise  to  a  certain  height, 
the  measure  was  to  cease.  His  lordship 
thought  the  plan  altogether  objectionable, 
in  a  political,  moral,  and  financial  point  of 
view.  He  asked,  would  it  be  proper,  or 
rather  would  it  not  be  dangerous  in  the 
extreme,,  if  the  great  bulk  of  the  property 
of  this  countiy  were  iallowed  to  be  thrown 
ittto  annuities  ?  The  right  hon.  ^nt.  had 
referred  to  the  case  of  benefit  societies  as 
o«e  in  his  favour.  If  he  (lord  H.  Petty), 
however,  had  been  to  select  a  case  on  tlw 
otker  side,  he  did  not  think  he  could  have 
hit  on  one  more  completely  in  favour  of 
his  argument.  In  the  case  of  benefit 
societies,  pait  of  the  income  of  a  week  was 
oonvei«ed  into  a  ftfnd  for  the  support  of 
the  person  during  life ;  thus,  a  tempomry 
vras  converted  into  a  more  permanent 
fund*  But  by  the  present  measujie,  the 
penrmknent  was  to  be  converted  intd  the 
temporary  fund.  His  lordship  was  de- 
cidedly of  opinion,  that  this  measure  would 
be  prejudicial  not  to  those  alone  who  were 
induced  to  try  iu  effect,  btit  also  to  the 
public  of^ditor.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
surely  did  not  mean  to  slate  HiM  the^ 
aanaities  would  not  be  tran^rred,  antf  of 
courie  would,  in  a  difi^rent  shape,  brhig 
the  same  qtrantity  of  stock  again  into  the 
market  ?  Did  he  nMan  to  contend  that  it 
might  not  happen,  that,  from  the  c^iuaU 
ties  of  htnn«in  life,  a  person  who  had  pur^ 
chased  an  Annuity  might  not  be  obliged 
to  sell  it  agAin  f  Thus,  thongh  government 
might  be  ready  to  grant  to  perMu  wish^ 


ing  to  purchase  annuities ibr  their  own  live*, 
which  must  at  all  time^  be  pref^ble  to 
those  on  the  lived  of  others,  yet  persoM 
would  often  be  found,  compelled  by  some 
pressure,  to  sell  their  annuities  to  a  disad* 
vantage,  and  purchasers  would  also  be 
found,  tempted  by  the  desire  of  a  profit- 
able bargain. 

Mr.  Huskisson  stated,  that  with  respect 
to  the  noble  lord's  plan,  it  would  not  be 
interfered  with  by  this  measure,  because 
certainly  the  .Sinking  F^nd  Would  in  ten 
years  be  in  lis  good  a  bilua^n,  notwith- 
standing the  operM^on  6f  this  plan,  tf 
under  ihaft  of  the  noble  lord.  Thisplfcfi 
was  not  to  hold  out  an  inducement,  but  to 
iiflford  tai  opportunity  to  persons  wishing 
to  purchase  annuities,  to  invest  thehr  ca» 
pital  in  thM  mamner ;  and  it  would  un- 
donbtedly  be  a  gireat  convenience  to  m«int 
individuals,  who  might  have  to  bequenA 
ammitfes  to  dependiints,  to  hbve  theif 
lands  discharged  of  such  annuities  by  pur* 
t^Miei  undef-  the  present  plan.  The  hon. 
gem.  then  shewed  bt  c^lcolntions,  that 
the  operation  of  this  pW  would  aOceleratft 
the  period  of  th6  redemption  of  the  public 
debt,  without  producing  the  itteqoMity  ifi 
the  effect  of  the  linking  filtad  appt^entieU 
by  the  ttoblelord. 

Mr.  t)(ttfies  Oiddy  thought  that  the  plan 
now  proposed  would  h^ve  the  eftect  of 
encouraging  a  greater  degree  of  frOgility 
in  the  lower  classes,  by  aflbrdihg  theih  aA 
opportunity  of  applying  Aeir  savings, 
with  perfect  security,  to  the  incretet  Of 
their  incomes,  and  that  in  this  poltit  Of 
view  the  benefit  Would  oveAalance  Mi/ 
evil  which  might  ari?*  ftotA  it. 

Mr.  Biddtdph  did  not  think  thet^  wntlKl 
be  tmy  sound  objoction  to  the  action  ot 
this  plAn ;  6n  the  contr^irjr,  he  Wits  ft>iendiy 
to  its  adoption,  because  m  a  fi^  couht^ 
like  this  there  should  be  as  gveai  ft  div^ 
dliy  As  possible  Of  Option  alibied  to  peir^ 
sons  wishing  tO  lay  out  theit  capital  witfl 
security ;  <md  to  show  that  he  Was  fiittMf 
» the  ftdoptiort,  he  ptoposcd  th^t  the  an* 
nuities  should  bO  tendered  mor^  m^rfret^ 
able  by  facilitating  the  insuMtt^e  df  thO 
lives  of  the  nominees,  by  taking  off  the 
t^  upon  the  polrclei  of  insoranb^  ntoon 
such  llved.^ThO  Resolutions  Wdr^  mti 
agreed  to. 

[Bank  o»  IittLANb.]  The  house  went 
into  a  comiOitlee  Of  Ways  and  means  ;  fti 
which, 

Mh  P(feter,  afttrr  detidlins  the  hfStOi^ 
and  (yrogreM  of  tht  BahkOf  JMand,  itated, 
thftt  It  WM  pfopOMS  diit  ihe  bank  cftfiit^ 
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sbouM  be  incre^ed  from  one  million  aod 
^  half  to  two  millioos  au^l  a  lialf  ;  th^  iix- 
t^rest  pn  tU^  additional  million  to  be  th^ 
same  as  on  the  present  capital ;  a  million 
ai^d  a  quarter  to  be  advanced  to  govevn- 
ipent  for  the  period  of  the  charter,  unless 
sovernm,ent  al^uld  upon  certain  notice 
think  proper  to  repay  it  sooner.  The 
Irish  bank  was  also  to  manage  the  wfaoU 
4ebt  of  Ireland,  free  of  further  expei^ce, 
whatever  addition  may  be  made  to  it.  He 
therefore  moved,  That  i^  be  dhe  opiAion  of 
the  committee,  that  th^  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  Baftk  of  Irebnd  be  coAtinued 
s^  a  coirporation  till  the  1st  of  Jan.  ia37. 

Mr.  TierR/m/  objected  to  th^  resolution, 
on  the  ground  that  he  disapproved  of  the 
principle  of  borrowing  m^oney  from  the 
hsmk  whilst  the  restriction  of  specie  ex- 
isted, and  he  tl^mght  this  a  bad  money- 
l^g^  for  the  public. 

I^r^  Fo9ter  replied^  tha^t  this  millioa  was 
tp  be  raised  by  tb^  bank  proprietors  or 
ifTQUi  subscribers,  and  would  be  bona  Jidf 
^^  increase  of  their  renewal.  The  wotive 
c^f  the  renewal  of  the  charter  was  not  with 
^  view  to  any  money  bargain^  but  to  se- 
cure the  existence  of  the  company,  to  dis- 
qoui3^t  at  five  per  cent  for  the  public. 

^^.  Pamdl  objected  to  the  renew^^  of 
ttie  charter,  because  it  would  remove  (he 
^^i^ctioAs  of  the  banj^  out  of  the  controu} 
of  parliament. 

Mr.  Bankes  stated,  that  the  coipmittee 
lyhose  report  he  had  had  the  honour  to 
%ubmit  to  the  house;,  wese  oif  opinion^  that 
tJt^e  ben.efit  to  be  attached  to  the  paper  oi' 
Vbe:  national  bs^nks  of  ^gland  and  Ireland, 
by  its  exclusive  credit,  was  not  6:i^pedient 
^  be  cofttiffijued  longer  than  the  exigency 
ol'the  times  wec^uired.  It  wa9  not  fit  that  the 
ll^ands  of  the  l^gisla^qyre  should  be  tied  up, 
i0(het^er  the  circumstance^  of  the  country 
were  ^ipciateriajlly  changed  as  to  throw  an 
fld4ttio0ial  benefit  into  the  hands  of  tbe 
t^mdc  or  not.  He  thought  that  ten,  or  at 
p^  fifteen,  years  addition,  ws^  sufficient 
^  be  granted'  at  present. 

Mr.  M.  Fifzgcrald,  in  order  to  give  some 
idea  of  the  benefit  that  was  to  be  derived 
(irom  an  accredited  issue  of  paper,  stated 
that  one  banking-house  in  Ireland  set  up 
^  the  price  of  a  capAin's  commission  in 
the  dragoons,  and  thai  they  afterwards  had 
afloatiuig  capital  to  the  amount  of  490,000/. 
SiBsides,  he  did  not  think  that  the  bank  of 
]rel9Bd  was  entitled  to  muck  favour  from 
the  legislature,  as  at  the  time  of  the  inva- 
4bn  at  Bantry-bav,  under  general  Hoche, 
tk/&  r^ffmd  tp  ady^ft^  wo^ey  to  govexn^ 


ment,  aud  it  was  by  the  moaey  of  a  loyal 
individual  that  the  army  wa3  put  in  motion. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  main- 
tained that  the  liberality  and  loyalty  of 
the  bank  of  Ireland  had  not  any  the 
smallest  reason  to  ba  called  in  question* 
The  addition  w^s  only  one  millioa  Iris)^ 
currency  ;  and  the  ^curity  which  it 
gave  to  individuals*  and  the  benefit  to  th« 
public  by  the  gratuitous  management  of 
Its  debtfWere  ample  reasons  for  the  renewal 
of  its  charter.-^The  Resolution  were  thflA 
agreed  M>« 

[SuQAR-BlSTILLATION.}     Oo  ^  mOftl/Mi 

of  lord  Binning,  the  report  of  the  cwb^ 
mittee  respecting  the  use  of  Sugar  in  l^ 
tilledes  W9S  brought  up^;  su»d  the  koos^ 
resolved  into  a  comn^ttee  for  the  recom^ 
Q^tment  of  the  two  first  Resolutipos.  Oa 
the  first  Resolution  being  read> 

Mr.  Coke  repeated  his  formev  ol^ectiom 
to  the  measure^  and  coBytended  Uiat  %h^ 
apprehension  of  scaicity  was  unfound^ 
and  had  arisen  from  the  conduct  of  the  WeflU 
Indian  merchants,  and  the  diaci^ssionof  tbiji 
subject.  He  denied  that  the  last  harvesi 
was  short,  and  stated  as  a  proof  of  thai, 
that  the  price  of  corn  was  not  higher  than 
was  necessary  to  afford  a  fair  profit  to  tbi 
,  farmer.  He  contended,  that  if  this  viear 
sure  were  tjo  be  continued  for  only  twa 
years,,  there  would  noti  be  produced  th« 
sairae  quantity  of  br^ad  coru>  that  tho 
right  hon.  gent,  would  be  responsible  foj; 
all  the  consequences,  and  would  be  the 
first  minister  to  prevent  by  his  measures  , 
the  poor  from  being  able  to  procure  bread. 
He  should  therefore  object  to  the  measure 
in  every  stage. 

Mr,  ffibl^  contended,  that  it  was  nei% 
ther  the  growers  of  corn,  nor  the  growers 
of  sugar,  that  were  particularly  concerned 
in  this  question.  The  consumers  of  cofxv 
the  manufacturers,  and  all  who  wisJied  well 
to  the  country,  were  the  persons  most  co»« 
cerned;  and  as  the  supply  which  thi» 
country  had  from  impoftation  for  some 
years  past  was  now  stopped,  it  was  the 
more  necessary  tp  take  measures  to  pro- 
vide for  makmg  up  that  supply*  Thu 
agriculture  of  the  country  wasnot  adequate 
to  ntake  up  for  that  deficiency,  andthere* 
fore  there  could  be  no  reasonable  objection 
to  the  introduction  of  some  part  of  it  £t>oia 
the  West  Indies. 

Sir  Jamts  Hall  said,  that  great  ptsmt  of 
what  he  had  to  offer  on  this  subject  had 
been  anticipated  by  gefiUeaied  wlyj^  lu4 
abeady  spoken  upon  it;  and  ia  particular^ 
by  the,  QhsmfiOlqt  oiMm  excheq^iKf  bt  h^ 
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land,  who  had  delivered  doctrines  truly 
refreshing  to  hear  from  the  bench  upon 
which  he  sat.— It  had  been  urged  by  the 
noble  lord  who  brought  forward  the  mea- 
sure, that  no  danger  could  an'se  from  it,  as 
a  precedent.  But,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
thus,  and  thus  only,  dangerous.  As  a  tem- 
porary measure,  it  ^^as  nugatory,  and 
would  neither  serve  the  West-Indians  nor 
hurt  the  farmers  at  home ;  for  the  distil- 
lers, in  contemplation  of  the  stoppage  now 
proposed,  had  been  of  late  urging  thi^r 
business  with  unexampled  activity,  and 
were  doubly  stocked  with  spirits  from 
grain,  which  the  people  of  this  countFy 
are  known  to  prefer ;  so  that  there  can 
now  be  no  inducement  to  add  to  the  ouan- 
tity  of  spirits  already  produced  ;  and  the 
permission  to  distil  from  sugar  will  remain 
a  dead  letter,  during  all  the  time  of  its 
proposed  duration;  and  of  course,  as  a 
temporary  measure,  then  it  will  neither  do 
good  nor  harm. — But  that^  as  a  precedent, 
the  measure  was  highly  pernicious,  by 
holding  out  to  the  West-Indians  the  ex- 
pectation of  a  similar  encouragement  in 
iuture,  and  thus  inducing  them  to  con- 
tinue their  over-prod  action  of  sugar :  That 
those  gentlemen  who  had  voted  for  this 
measure  as  temporary,  whilst  they  pro- 
fessed their  disapprobation  of  it,  if  perma- 
nent, must  either  in  future  act  contrary  to 
their  conviction  of  what  is  ri^ht,  or  will 
have  done  a  great  injury  to  those  whom 
they  intend  to  serve  ;  since  their  present 
vote  must  tend  tp  encourage  that  very 
production,  which  they  are  bound,  by 
their  present  professions,  to  check  on  a 
future  occasion  :  That  the  whole  tendency 
of  the  measure  is  to  bestow  upon  the  pro- 
duction of  an  article  of  mere  luxury,  that 
encouragement  which  has  hitherto  been 
given  to  the  growth  of  the  food  of  man. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  was  extremely  sorry  to 
differ  upon  this  subject  from  the  hon.  gent, 
who  began  this  discussion,  with  whom  he 
was  very  much  in  the  habit  of  agreeing. 
No  man  could  doubt  the  existence  of  par- 
tial scarcity.  He  had  documents,  received 
earlier  than  the  discussion  of  the  question, 
to  prove  that  fact,  and  which  from  their 
strength  he  did  not  think  proper  to  read. 
These  accounts  he  had  received  from  parts 
of  Scotland  with  which  he  was  connected. 
The  late  crop  of  barley  was  short,  and 
though  there  was  no  scarcity  of  wheat, 
there  was  a  scarcity  of  barley,  and  an 
aniversal  scarcity  ot  oats  in  the  coun- 
try; as  might  be  collected  from  the 
price  of  oats  in  the  market,  which  was  now 


49^.  and  50i,  He  therefore  did  not  object 
to  the  resolution  before  the  committee  be- 
cause it  went  too  far,  but  because  it  was 
not  likely  to  produce  thf.  good  efiects  that 
were  proposed  from  its  adoption ;  because, 
by  resortuig  to  the  measure  at  the  present 
time,  not  a  single  quaiter  of  com  would 
be  saved  for  consumption  ;  but  some,  on 
the  contrary,  taken  from  the  consumption, 
so  far  as  the  com  of  the  present  year  was 
concerned.  On  this  ground,  he  should,  if 
no  other  gentleman  did,  move  an  alteration 
of  the  resolution  to  make  it  commence 
much  earlier  in  its  operation.  He  also 
objected  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  which 
would  impose  upon  ministers  the  necessity 
of  a  positive  measure,  which  might  excite 
alarm  in  the  country,  by  extending  the 
prohibition  afrer  the  1st  Oct.  if  the  har- 
vest should  not  be  abundant.  He  should 
prefer  extending  the  prohibition  to  the  1st 
of  Jan.  1st  of  March,  or  even  the  1st  of 
July,  next  year,  if  necessary,  leaving  to 
ministers,  if  th^  next  crop  should  be  abun- 
dant, to  open  the  distilleries  by  proclama^ 
tion,  an  act  which  would  give  the  country 
universal  satisfaction.  He  would,  there- 
fore, give  to  the  West  Indians  this  tem- 
porary relief,  but  he  would  not  give  ta 
them  the  slightest  hopes  of  its  being 
repeated,  because  he  would  not  suiler 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country  to 
be  permanently  invaded.  The  hon.  gent, 
concluded  by  moving  as  an  amendment. 
That  the  10th  of  June  should  be  substitu- 
ted for  the  1st  of  July  as  tne  period  wh^ 
the  prohibition  of  the  use  of  corn  in  the 
distilleries  should  commence.  On  the 
question  being  put, 

Mr.  ForAie  condemned  the  interference 
of  parliament  with  the  agriculture  of  the 
country.  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  must 
be  able  to  produce  sufficient  for  their  con- 
sumption, if  their  agriculture  was  not  to  be 
interfered  with  by  impolitic  measures  of 
this  description.  The  shutting  of  the 
ports  of  the  continent  against  us  wonld 
amount  to  a  bounty  on  the  improvement 
and  extension  of  agriculture,  not  only  with 
respect  to  corn,  but  the  cultivation  of  hemp. 
This  measure  he  considered  as  a  dangerous, 
experiment,  and  |greed  with  the  hon. 
gent,  who  spoke  last,  that  no  hope  should 
be  held  out  to  the  West  India  merchants 
that  this  measure  should  ever  again  be  re- 
sorted to.  He  did  not  see  why  a  certaia 
sum  might  not  be  lent  to  the  West  Indies 
upon  adiequate  security,  to  enable- the  pro- 
prietors to  turn  their  lands  to  the  prodocr 
tion  of  other  articles.    He  would 
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prefer,  rather  than  break  in  upon  a  grand 
principle,  to  grant  a  sum  of  money  to  his 
majesty  to  enable  him  to  purchase  a  quan- 
tity of  the  redundant  sugar,  for  the  relief 
of  the  West  Indian  merchants. 

Mr.  DoDies  Giddy  considered  it  of  the 
highest  importance  to  encourage  the  agri- 
culture by  exportation,  consumption  in 
breweries  and  distilleries,  and  in  every 
possible  mode.  He  was,  however,  of  opi- 
nion, that  in  times  of  necessity  the  legis- 
lature had  a  right  to  interfere  and  prevent 
every  other  consumption  of  corn,  in  order 
to  save  it  for  human  food ;  but  whilst  he 
admitted  this  right,  he  contended  as  strong- 
ly, that  nothing  would  so  legitimately 
give  that  right  as  the  deficiency  of  human 
food.  The  reason  why  he  thought  that 
agriculture  ought  to  be  encouraged*  was 
-because  nothing  could  make  a  country  so 
truly  great  as  to  render  it  independent,  for 
articles  of  necessity,  of  any  other  iiation. 
He  should  never,  therefore,  consent  to  any 
interference  with  the  agriculture  of  the 
country  for  any  object  of  external  inte- 
rest. 

Mr.  Barham  re-asserted  and  vindicated 
some  of  his  former  statements,  respecting 
the  motives  of  the  opposition  to  this  mea- 
sure, and  argued  at  considerable  length  in 
support  of  it. 

Mr.  Hawki$u  Browne  argued  that  some 
means  should  be  devised  for  taking  ott* 
some  of  the  redundant  stock  of  sugar.  If 
the  effect  of  the  measure  should  be  to  in- 
jure the  landed  interest,  no  gentleman 
would  consent  to  it ;  but  the  object  of  the 
measure  was,  to  prevent  the  consequences^ 
of  a  scarcity  if  the  next  crop  should  not 
be  a  good  one. 

Sir  John  Sebriglu  could  not  avoid  enter- 
ing his  protest  against  this  measure,  and 
declared,  that  though  he  was  one  of  the 
landed  interest,  he  did  not  object  to  this 
measure  <m  any  narrow  view,  but  from  the 
opinion  that  it  was  fraught  with  injury  to 
the  agriculture  of  the  country. 

Mr.  if.  Liucelles  recalled  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  real  question  be- 
fore them.  The  resolution  under  consi- 
deration, was,  whether  the  use  of  com  in 
distilleries,  firom  the  1st  of  July  to  the 
1st  of  October  should  be  prohibited.  Dur- 
ing that  period  the  distilleries  usually  were 
stopped,  so  that  no  injury  could  be  done 
thereby  to  the  landed  interest.  He  could 
not  see  why  the  measure  should  not  be  re- 
sorted to,  vesting  in  his  majesty's  ministers 
a  discretion  as  to  the  continuance  of  the 
prohibition ;  because  they  would  be  bound 

\ou  XI. 


to  take  into  their  consideration  the  nature 
of  the  harvest  and  the  price  of  com,  and 
would  be  responsible  for  the  exercise  of 
that  discretion. 

Lord  Bhmmg  agreed  to  the  amendment 
made  by  his  hon.  friend* 

Mr.  h>rtman  enumerated  the  inconveni- 
ences that  would  be  suffered  by  distillers, 
if  the  use  of  com  were  to  be  prohibited  in 
distilleries  on  the  1st  of  July,  both  in  con- 
sequence of  the  com  they  had  on  hand 
eround,  and  of  the  loss  they  would  sustain 
nt>m  the  cattle,  which  were  now  fed  upon 
grains  in  warm  houses,  being  exposed  to 
the  effect  of  the  open  air. 

Mr.  Whitbread  wished  merely  to  state 
the  ground  of  the  vote  which  he  meant  to 
give.  He  should  certainly  support  the 
amendment  of  his  hon.  friend,  because 
he  thought,  that  if  any  effect  at  ail  were 
to  be  expected  firom  the  measure,  it  must 
be  by  adopting  that  amendment.  But  as 
he  was  an  enemy  to  the  measure  in  any 
shape,  he  should  feel  himself  bound  to  op- 
pose the  Resolution  in  chief. 

Mr.  Coke  declared  his  intention  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  his  hon.  friend,  and  to 
vote  for  the  amendment,  and  against  the 
Resolution. — ^The  house  then  divided :  For 
the  Amendment  89 ;  against  it  71.  Ma- 
jority 1 8.  After  which,  the  period  of  the 
commencement  of  the  prohibition  was 
fixed  for  the  15th  of  June  for  Scotland^ 
and  the  20th  for  Ireland. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


Monday,  May  30. 
.  [Roman  Catholic  Petition.]  Viscount 
Sidmauth  rose  tor  the  purpose  of  calling 
their  lordships'  attention  to  a  question  im 
considerable  importance,  as  it  regarded  a 
fairand  true  statement  of  what  might  in 
the  course  of  discussion  be  uttered  in  that 
house.  It  was  a  standing  order  (although 
their  lordships  very  properly  did  not  en- 
force it)  that  no  report  should  be  given  of 
their  debates.  Yet  if  their  lordships  per- 
mitted these  reports  to  be  given,  still  it 
was  incumbent  upon  every  person  giving^ 
such  report,  that  ne  should  do  it  in  a  fair, 
correct,  and  impartial  manner.  His  Iprd- 
ship  thought  himself  very  much  misrepre- 
sented in  having  sentiments  attributed  to 
him  which  he  abhorred  and  detested.  The 
misrepresentation  he  complained  of  was 
contained  in  '  The  British  Press'  news- 
paper, published  last  Saturday,  giving  an  - 
account  of  what  passed  in  debate  in  their 
lordships'  house  onFriday  nighty  daring  the 
2  Z 
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discussion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Petition.  { 
In  tliat  paper  sentiments  were  imputed  to  j 
hini  the  very  reverse  of  those  he  uttered. 
His  lordship  here  read  the  passages  to 
which  he  had  a]read5'  allbded.  The  one 
"was  where'  it  was  ^id  he  had  uttered  the 
following  sentiments  : — "  The  grand  ob- 
ject of  legislative  care  should  be  the  body 
of  the  Irish  population,  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  looking  exclusively  to  their  priesb*, 
from  whom  they  derive  scarcely  any  in- 
formation, and  whose  interest  it  is  to  de- 
tach them  from  their  allegiance  to  the 
country .  and  king.  This  is  at  once  the 
cause  of  their  ignorance  ?ind  disatlection.'' 
— ^Now,  he  never  did  iitter  such  sentiments, 
and  he  did  not  wish  that  profession  in  Ire- 
land should  have  it  so  understood.  lie 
would  trouble  their  lordship  with  quoting 
another  passage,  where  he  was  represented 
to  have  said — "  The  Protestant  Church 
must  be  maintained  in  all  its  dignity  and 
privileges,  if  we  expect  to  make  proselytes. 
Without  persecution  we  should  make  no 
Protestants  in  Ireland,  without  persecution 
the  Established  Church  would  be  over- 
whelmed." Such  sentiments  he  utterly 
disavowed  and  detested  ;  he  neverdid  ex- 
.  press  himself  to  that  effect ;  but,  as  their 
lordships  would  recollect,  he  had  on  that 
occasion  spoken  language  of  an  opposite 
meaning.  He  had  contended,  that  it  ^^-as 
impossible  for  any  church  to  exist  with 
persecution.  Thus  far  he  thought  it  proper 
to  make  this  statement  to  their  lordships, 
before  whom  he  might  not  be  disposed  to 
bring  any  distinct  motion,  whatever  mode 
of  conduct  he  might  think  proper  to  pur- 
sue hereafter  in  regard  to  this  subject. 

[Orders  in  Council.]  Lord  Auckland 
made  a  few  observations  on  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  the  tendency  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  as  proved  by  the  documents  on 
the  table,  to  injure  the  trade  of  the  coun- 
try ;  it  appeared  by  an  Account  upon  the 
table,  of  Exports  and  Imports  for  the 
quai*ter.  ending  the  3th  of  Jan.  last,  that 
our  exports  had  considerably  diminished, 
compared  with  those  of  the  corresponding 
quarter  in  the  preceding  year.  He  thought 
it  highly  necessary,  that  the  house  should 
be  in  possession  of  the  fullest  information 
upon  this  subject ;  and  for  that  purpose 
be  should  move  for  an  Account  of  Exports 
and  Imports  from  and  into  the  port  of 
London,  with  the  duties  and  drawbacks, 
distinguishing  British  manufactures,  ike, 
for  four  months,  up  to  the  1st  of  May 
1808,  and  similar  accounts  for  Liverpool, 
Bristol,  Glasgow,  Hull,  and  another  port 


I^arl  BiUhurst  had  no  objection  to  the 
motion,  but  contended  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  ought  not  to  be  represented  as  the 
cause  of  the  diminution  of  our  trade  in  the 
quarter  ending  the  5th  of  Jan.  as  that  was 
etiected  by  orders  given  in  the  preceding 
quarter,  which  orders  were  issued  in  con- 
sequence of  the  rigorous  execution  of  the 
entmy*s  decrees  against  our  commerce. 
It  was  as  a  remedy  for  the  latter  evil  that 
the  Orders  in  Council  were  resorted  to. 

Lord  Grenrilte  contended  that  it  was 
clear,  from  the  documents  on  the  table, 
that  our  trade  had  materially  diminished  ; 
our  exports  in  the  quarter  ending  the  5ih 
of  Jan.  1807,  being  5,500,(X)0/.  and  in 
that  ending  the  5th  of  Jan.  1808,  only 
4,170,000/.  To  what  other  cause  could 
this  be  imputed,  except  to  the  orders  in 
council  ?  and  he  was  convinced  that  proof 
upon  proof  would  continually  accumulate 
of  the  highly  injurious  effects  of  these 
orders.  How  would  the  country  be  ena- 
bled to  carry  on  the  contest  in  which 
we  were  engaged,  if  those  resources  failed 
which  we  drew  from  our  commerce  ?  The 
object  of  the  enemy,  therefore,  was  to  injure 
that  commerce  by  every  possible  means. 
Surely,  then«  it  wiats  a  most  fatal  policy  for 
the  government  of  this  country  to  adopt 
measures  which  had  a  direct  tendency  to 
depress  and  diminish  that  commerce ;  and 
which,  it  appeared,  had  actually  had  that 
effect. ,  With  respect  to  the  United  States 
of  America  also,  the  policy  of  the  minis- 
ters appeared  to  have  an  equally  injurious 
tendency.  Fortunately,  however,  the  ef* 
fects  of  their  rashness  appeared  likely  to 
be  counteracted  bv  the  rashness  of  the 
enemy,  whose  conduct,  it  might  be  rea- 
sonably hoped,  would  tend  to  throw  Ame- 
rica into  the  arms  of  this  country.  Every 
day's  experience  must  more  and  more  con- 
vince his  majesty's  ministers  of  the  ruinous 
tendency  of  this  measure.  With  respect  to 
America,  understanding  that  a  negociation 
was  now  peeing,  he  sliould  abstain  at 
present  from  asking  any  explanation  upon 
that  subject.  His  lordship  concluded  by 
repeating  his  conviction  of  the  mali^ant 
influence  of  this  measure,  and  expressing 
a  hope  that  his  majesty's  ministers  would 
be  induced  to  act  with  magnanimity  in 
rescinding  these  Orders  in  Council,  from  a 
conviction  of  the  necessity  of  so  doing ; 
and  in  the  hope  of  its  speedy  accompliib- 
ment,  his  lordship  intimated  that  it  was 
not  his  intention  at  present  to  press  the 
motion  upon  this  subject  of  which  he  bail 
given  notice  previous  to  the  recess* 
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Lord  Ilawkesbury  contended,  that  tlie 
diminutiou  ot'ex|>orts  alluded  to  could  not 
be  fairly  imputed  to  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil; tm  there  was  only  one  month  hi  the 
quarter,  that  of  Dec,  which  was  subjected 
to  their  operation,  and  in  that  month  there 
was  no  diminution  compared  with  tiie  cor- 
res]x>nding  month  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  diminution,  therefore,  was  to  be  at- 
tributed to  other  causes,  and  these  were 
the  efiects  of  the  decrees  of  the  enemy. 
With  respect  to  America,  he  denied  that 
tlie  Orders  in  Council  had  any  eilect  in 
producing  the  embargo,  it  being  now  well 
known  tliat  that  measure  wa)$  resorted  to 
in  consequence  of  the  new  and  more  rigo- 
rous decrees  issued  by  the  French  govern- 
ineut,  and  the  expectation  that  retaliatory 
measures  would  be  adopted  by  the  British 
government.  It  could  not  of  course  be 
txpecte<l,  that  he  should  say  any  thing 
respecting  the  present  stsfte  ot  the  relations 
between  this  country  and  the  United 
•Stales ;  but  thi&  he  was  entitled  to  say, 
that  it  was  the  earnest  wish  of  his  majes- 
ty's ministers  to  maintain  that  friendship 
and  good- will  with  the  United  States, 
which  was  so  beneficial  to  both  countries, 
and  to  adopt  every  measure  for  that  pur- 
pose that  was  consistent  with  the  mainte- 
Jiance  of  the  dearest  rights  and  the  best 
interests  of  this  country. 

The  Larl  of  Lauderdale  maintained,  that 
the  Orders  in  Council  were  held  out  as  a 
measure  of  immediate  eQicacy,  in  inducing 
tiie  enemy  to  revoke  his  decrees,  and  that 
they  had  failed  in  their  intended  eiiect. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  urged,  that  when- 
ever the  question  was  argued,  it  ought  to 
be  argued  in  this  point  of  view,  namely, 
nhat  would  have  been  the  eflect  of  the 
enemy's  decrees  upon  our  connnerce  if  the 
i.^rders  in  Council  had  not  been  issued.  It 
was  not  enough  to  say  there  was  a  diminu- 
tion of  commerce  now  ;  but  the  question 
was,  what  would  have  been  the  diminution 
under  the  continued  operation  of  the  ene- 
my's decrees,  if  the  measure  of  tlie  Orders 
in  Council  liad  not  been  resorted  to  ? 

Lord  HolUmd  contended,  that  the  dimi- 
nution being  shewn  after  the  Orders  in 
Council  had  operated,  it  lay  upon  {hose 
who  supported  those  ordei-s,  to  prove  that 
such  diminution  resulted  from  some  other 
cause. 

Some  further  conversation  ensued,  in 
consequence  of  the  lord  chancellor's  hav- 
ing stated  that  the  motion  had  been  put 
and  carried  an  hour  and  a  half  ago. 
Soioe  astouishmeot  was  expressed  by  some 


noble  lords,  that  the  putting  the  question 
had  not  been  heard.  Earl  Stanhope  said, 
that  the  noble  and  learned  lord  had  put 
and  canied  them  in  a  parenthesis.  The 
lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  he  had 
merely  said,  "  ordered,"  conceiving  there 
was  no  objection  to  the  motion.  Here 
the  conversation  dropped  ;  and.  carl  Ba- 
thurst  moved  for  Accounts  similar  to  those 
moved  for  by  lord  Auckland,  from  all  the 
ports  of  Great  Britain,  which  were  or- 
dered, 

[Inwctment  Bill.]  On  the  question 
tor  the  third  reading  of  this  bill. 

Earl  Stanhope  thought  it  ought  not  to  be 
proceeded  upon  in  so  thin  a  house, ,  and 
moved  to  discharge  the  order. 

Lord  Ellcnhoj'ough,  after  having  insisted, 
as  he  had  done  on  a  former  occasion,  that 
the  principle  of  the  bill  was  misunderstood 
and  misrepresented,  and  that  he  consider- 
ed the  opposition  to  it  no  better  than  a 
tub  thrown  out  for  the  purpose  of  catching 
popular  applause,  added;  that  he  could  not 
avoid  observing,  that  he,  as  chief  justice 
of  the  king's  bench,  was  entitled  to  some 
degree  of  respect,  but  he  had  been  grossly 
calumifiated  by  an  individual  of  that  house 
having  compared  him  to  those  monsters, 
who  in  foruier  reigns  had  disgraced  the 
bench  of  justice,  such  as  Scroggs,  Jtllries, 
&c.'  But  he  should  treat  the  calumny  ami 
the  calumniator  with  contempt.  On  a  for- 
mer occasion  he  had  been  blamed  for  his 
taciturnity,  for  which  he  would  not  apolo- 
gise to  that  individual,  but  he  >vould  ex- 
plain the  reason  to  that  house. 

Earl  Stanhope  disavowed  any  intention, 
on  his  part,  to  impute  the  smallest  miscon- 
duct to  the  noble  and  learned  ford ;  he 
had  said,  and  he  had  a  right  to  say,  that 
such  monsters  and  villains  as  Scroggs 
and  Jetlnes  had  filled  the  office  of  judge  ; 
but  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  have 
found  any  resemblance  between  them  and 
the  noble  and  learned  lord;  and  if  that 
noble  and  learned  lordfeltany  resemblance, 
it  was  more  than  any  other  noble  lord  was 
disposed  to  do  in  that  house,  llie  rash 
misconception  and  precipitancy  which  had 
been  applied  to  what  had  fallen  from  him- 
self, convinced  his  mind  that  it  might  be 
improper  to  delegate  the  power  proposed 
by  that  bill  even  to  that  noble  and  learned 
lord. 

The  motion  for  discharging  the  order 
was  negatived.  On  the  question  being 
put  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Mwra  objected  to  it,  ob- 
serving that' the  operation  of  the  bill  would. 
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bear  hard  upon  the  poor.  A  wealthy  man, 
if  arrested  on  a  charge  of  misdemeanor, 
would  find  no  difficulty  in  procuring  bail, 
but  a  poor  man  might  find  it  impossible  ; 
and  in  that  case  he  would  be  sent  to  gaol. 

The  Lard  ChanctHlor  obserred,  that  the 
noble  lord's  objection  was  too  general,  in- 
asmuch as  it  would  apply  to  the  general 
operation  of  the  law  in  holding  to  bail ;  but 
the  fact  was,  that  reference  was  always 
had  to  a  man's  circumstances,  and  the 
amount  of  bail  regulated  accordingly.  His 
lordship  shortly  detailed  the  provisions  of 
the  bill,  respecting  which  it  was  for  the 
Louse  to  decide. 

Lord  Erskine  repeated  several  of  his  for- 
mer objections  to  the  bill,  and  contended 
that  no  necessity  had  been  shewn  for  mak- 
ing any  alteration  in  the  law  as  establish- 
ed by  our  ancestors.  He  particularly  ob- 
jected to  that  part  c^the  bill  which  placed 
the  attorney  general  on  a  level  with  a 
grand  jury,  and  authorized  the  holding  to 
bail  upon  information  filed  ex  qfficio. 

Lord  IMenborough  went  over  some  of  his 
former  arguments  in  favour  of  the  bill,  and 
with  respect  to  informations  filed  by  the 
attorney  general,  contended,  that  the  rea- 
son of  the  thing  required  that  it  should  n(»t 
be  merely  a  notice  to  the  party  to  run 
away,  but  that  there  should  be  tlie  means 
of  compelling  the  party  to  answer.  With 
respect  to  the  objection,  that  the  attorney 
general  was  not  Compelled  to  receive  afii- 
davitl  of  the  facts  on  which  he  filed  an  in- 
formation, it  perhaps  might  be  thought 
^  expedient  by  the  court  of  king's  bench 
not  to  hold  a  man  to  bail  on  such  an  infor- 
mation unless  it  was  supported  by  an  aifi- 
datjt.  '  ' 
^^-^l^rd  Holland  contended,  that  no  incon- 
^^^i^^venicnce  had  been  shewn  to  have  resulted 
v*'""*  '  frcm  the  present  practice  which  it  was  at 
all  necessary  to  remedy.  He  objected  there- 
fore to  making  an  unnecessary  alteration 
in  the  law.  He  had  a  right  to  suppose  in 
arguing  thitf  question,  the  case  of  an  attor- 
ney general  being  the  instrument  of  a  ty- 
rannical government,  and  then  the  provi- 
sions of  thi«  bill  might  prove  highly  inju- 
rious to  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 

Earl  Stanhope  oDJected  to  the  bill  upon 
similar  grounds.  He  had  expected  that 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  would  harve 
acknowledged  the  statement  respecting  the 
expressions  used  by  him  to  have  been  erro- 
neous. 

Lord  Ellenborough  still  thought  that  the 
expressions  were  improperly  applied  to 
kim. 


5^ 


Earl  Stanhope  again  denied  that  the  ex- 
pressions were  intended  to  be  applied  to 
the  noble  and  learned  lord,  and  objected 
to  any  reference  to  expressions  used  in  a 
former  debate. 

After  some  further  conversation,  the 
house  divided  on  the  question  for  the  third 
reading  :  Contents  13  ;  Non-contents  6^ 
— Majority  7. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  May  30. 

[Irish  Habeas  Corpus  Suspetision.] 
Mr.  Slteridan  presented  a  petition  from 
Mr.  James  Tandy,  wine-merchant,  of 
Dublin,  stating  thlat  above  three  years 
since,  without  any  crime  or  misconduct 
whatever  on  his  part,  he  was  suspected  by 
the  Irish  government  of  treasonable  prac- 
tices ;  that  he  immediately  surrendered 
himself  and  underwent  several  successive 
examinations  before  the  privy  council,  at 
which  he  answered  fully  and  truly  every- 
question  put  to  him;  that  after  having 
been  detamed  three  weeks  in  the  custody 
of  a  king's  messenger,  without  any  cause 
explained  to  him,  he  was  committed,  under 
a  warrant  from  the  Chief  Secretary  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  to  the  common  gaol  of 
Kilmainham,  where  he  was  confined  for 
three  years,  and  treated  with  peculiar 
harshness  and  severity  ;  at  the  end  of 
which  period  he  was  liberated  without  be- 
ing brought  to  trial,  without  being  acquaint- 
ed with  the  nature  of  the  alledged  charge 
against  him,  or  informed  who  were  his  ac- 
cusers, though  he  had  repeatedly  and  ur» 
gently  applied  to  know  the  same  ;  that  he 
had  suffered  severely  in  health,  &c.  and 
praying  relief. — ^The  petition  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. — Mr.  Sheridan  after- 
wards presented  other  'Petitions  of  a 
similar  nature  from  Bernard  Foy,  who 
had  been  confined  18  months  in  the 
Newgate  of  Dublin ;  Thomas  Ridgeway, 
an  English  merchant,  who  had  been  a 
considerable  time  confined  in  Kilmauiham 
gaol ;  and  Henry  Hughes,  confined  in  the 
same  prison. 

Sir  A,  Wellesky  said,  he  rather  believed 
the  government  of  the  country  had  good 
grounds  for  confining  those  several  per- 
sons :  it  was  about  the  period  of  the  last 
rebellious  insurrection  which  broke  out  in 
Dublin. 

Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that  the  raer« 
declaration  of  the  right  hon.  baronet,  that 
he  'rather  believed*  the  government  of  th« 
day  had  good  grounds  for  confining  these  . 
petitioners,  was  rather  a  ragoe  mode  of 
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justifyinff  so  severe  an  injury  to  them  as  a 
long  and  rigorous  imprisonment,  without 
assigning  any  specific  charge,  and  refusing 
their  repeated  applications  to  be  brought 
to  trial  to  confront  their  accusers.  He 
thought  that  British  subjects  ought  not  to 
be  subjected  to  such  sererities,  without 
strong  and  positive  grounds  of  crimination. 
However,  there  were  some  other  petitions 
to  be  presented  of  a  similar  nature,  and  as 
soon  as  they  should  all  come  before  the 
house,  he  should  name  a  day  for  submitting 
a  proposition  on  the  subject,  when  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  himself  fully. — The 
petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

[Fifth  Rbport  op  Military  Inquiry.] 
Mr.  Rose,  pursuant  to  hb  notice,  begeed 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  that 
part  of  the  Fifth  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Military  Inquiry,  which  seemed 
to  reflect  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Board 
of  IVeasury,  from  the  year  179d  to  1799, 
as  if  that  Board  had  been,  as  insinuated  in 
the  Report,  inattentive  to  its  duty,  in  con- 
trolling the  expenditure  for  the  hospital  de- 
partment. The  right  hon.  gent,  then 
•hewed,  that  the  Treasury  Board  had  not 
been  negligent  of  its  duty  on  that  head, 
as  would  appear  from  the  paper  for  which 
he  meant  to  move.  He  then  bore  testi- 
mony to  the  merits  and  integrity  of  the 
Apothecary  General,  who  had  supplied 
medicines  to  the  army  on  more  reasonable 
terms  than  the  Apothecaries  Company  did 
to  the  navy,  ana  concluded  by  moving, 
*'  That  there  be  laid  before  the  house  co- 
pies of  all  proceedings  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury,  between  the  1st  of  Dec.  1796 
and  the  3 1st  of  August  1799,  relative  to 
payments  made  to  the  Apothecary  General 
for  medicines  and  surgical  instruments 
supplied  to  the  army/^ — After  a  few  obsec- 
▼ations  from  Mr.  Yorke,  in  corroboration 
of  the  testimony  in  favour  of  the  Apothe- 
cary General's  conduct,  and  calling  on 
the  house  to  suspend  all  judgment  upon 
this  report  till  the  whole  of  the  case 
should  be  before  them  ;  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

[Small  Pox  Prevention  Bill.]  Mr. 
Fuller  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  Small 
Pox  infection.  It  was  not  his  intention 
to  attempt .  enforcing  the  vaccine  inocu- 
lation. He  would  leave  that  open  to  the 
operation  of  its  own  merits.  But  with 
respect  to  the  Small  Pox,  it  wasof^n  found 
that  the  infection  was  widely  spread  from 
the  modepi  mode  of  treating  that  disease ; 


for  the  patients^  instead  of  being  closely 
confinea  to  their  rooms,  as  was  formerly 
the  custom,  under  the  modem  practice 
were  ordered  to  walk  abroad,  by  whieh 
means  the  air  of  the  vicinage  was  infected, 
and  the  disease  communicated  through 
whole  districts.  His  object  in  this  bill, 
then,  would  be  to  prevent  any  persons 
from  opening  houses  for  Small  Pox  inocu- 
lation within  less  than  three  miles  distance 
from  any  great  town,  village,  or  assem- 
blage of  dwelling  houses  joined  together; 
and  to  oblige  all  such  persons  to  keep  their 
patients  within  floors  during  the  whole 
continuance  of  the  disorder;  and  also 
where  any  person  shall  have  caught  the 
infection  in  any  such  town,  &c.  to  enable 
the  parish  officers,  at  the  parish  expence, 
to  remove  such  person  to  the  distance  of 
three  miles,  until  recovered  from  the  dis- 
order ;  and  where  any  infected  persons 
shall  appear  abroad,  to  enable  the  parish- 
officers  to  enforce  their  return  within  doors* 
He  meant  also  to  enforce  the  observance 
of  this  law  by  penalties,  which  should  be 
applied  to  the  relief  of  the  persons  who, 
by  their  means,  shaH  have  caught  the 
disease  :  but  such  penalties  not  to  be  paid 
until  two  months  afler  conviction  :  and 
then,  if  no  mischief  shall  have  accrued  to 
others  from  the  misconduct  of  the  parties, 
the  magistrates  to  have  a  discretion  in 
mitigating  the  fine.  If  leave  was  given  to 
bring  in  the  bill,  he  meant  to  have  it 
printed,  and  to  lie  over  until  next  session. 
— Leave  was  given  accordingly. 

[Bank  of  Ireland.]  Sir  John  Newport 
rose  to  bring  forward  nis  promised  resolu- 
tion for  declaring  catholics  eligible  to  fill 
the  high  c^ces  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland.  Of 
all  the  restrictions  which  the  penal  laws  of 
Ireland  had  imposed  upon  the  catholics,  he- 
commented  on  the  absurdity  of  enacting 
that  the  creed  of  a  Director  in  a  commer- 
cial establishment  should  be  a  bar  to  the 
exertion  of  his  talents  in  promoting  the  in- 
terests of  the  concern;  or  that,  in  appoint- 
ing a  director,  the* proprietors  of  such  a 
concern  should  be  bound,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  inquire  into  his  form  of  worship. 
Ireland  was  the  only  country  in  Europe 
where  this  was  the  case.  But,  in  the  act 
for  establishing  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  no 
such  restriction  appeared ;  and  it  was  only 
in  the  charter  made  out  in  consequence  of 
that  act,  that  any  idea  of  religious  restric- 
tion was  introduced.  By  an  act  of  1793, 
the  Irish  parliament  had  very  n^uch  relaxed 
those  restrictions  which  precluded  Irish 
catholics  from  holding  certain  offices,  and 
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reduced  the  number  to  a  very  few  offices 
of  state.  But  he  believed  im  man  ever 
ima^ned  the  office  of  a  bank  director  was 
one  from  which  it  was  intended  to  exclude 
them  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  the  assu- 
rance of  a  secretary  of  state  for  Ireland, 
that  it  was  meant  the  catholics  should  be 
admitted  to  the  directorship ;  and,  upon 
recurring  to  the  act  of  1793,  he  found  they 
were  eligible  to  become  members  of  any 
law  body,  corporate  or  commercial,  for 
they  were  precluded  from  none  but  Trinity 
college,  any  bye-law  to  the  contrkry  not- 
withstanding. The  charter,  however,  or- 
dered it  otherwise ;  law  opinions  had  been 
taken  on  the  subject,  and  the  counsel  on 
both  sides  differed.  One  was  of  opinion 
that  the  catholics  were  not  precluded ;  but 
the  other  thought,  that  as  the  preclusion 
was  by  a  charter,  and  not  a  bye-law,  the 
exclusion  was  valid.  By  the  Irish  bank 
act  of  1781-2,  it  was  Vorbidden  to  any 
company,  above  the  number  of  six,  to  form 
any  bank  or  take  a  public  credit,  under  a 
Jieavy  penalty,  save  the  bank  of  Ireland. 
But  the  protestants  were  compensated  for 
this  privation  in  their  eligibility  to  beconlie 
bank  governors  and  directors,  while  to  the 
catholics,  thus  deprived  of  their  common 
law  rights,  no  compensation  whatever  was 
given.  But  he  should  think,  that  if  in  any 
purview  of  the  act  it  was  thought  liable  to 
such  a  construction,  it  would  be  the  duty 
ot  the  legislature  to  restore  to  the  catholic 
his  common  law  right,  or  place  him  on  the 
same  commercial  footing  in  this  respect 
with  the  protestants.  He  might  be  asked, 
why  this  que.stion  was  not  brought  forward 
sooner  ?  He  would  answ*er,  the  bank  char- 
tei'  was  not  renewed  since  1791,  and  con- 
sequently there  was  no  opportunity  of 
bringing  it  before  parliament.  There  was 
a  period  in  the  history  of  this  country, 
when  a  great  portion  of  the  people  were 
known  to  be  disaffected  to  the  Hanoverian 
succession ;  and  it  was  then  the  wise  ])0- 
licy  of  the  legislature  to  stimulate  those 
persons  to  vest  their  money  in  the  public 
funds,  in  order  to  attach  them  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  state  ;  and  if  such  policy  was 
wise  in  that  case,  was  it  not  equally  so 
with  respect  to  the  catholics  ?  f  {e  knew, 
from  the  best  authority,  that  the  great 
body  of  the  bank  proprietors  were  by  no 
means  favourable  to  their  exclusion,  any 
more  than  other  liberal  men.  If  a  Roman- 
catholic  was  possessed  of  30,()00/.  property 
in  bank  stock,  was  it  not  a  case  of  injustice 
that  the  proprietors  could  not  avail  ihem- 
icives  of  his  talents  and  abilities  in  the 


management  of  their  concern  ?  The  hause 
had  now  before  them  no  complaints  against 
their  admission ;  ihey  had  not  before  them 
the  petition  of  protestant  corporations 
praying  the  continuance  of  the  exclusion, 
like  those  which  came  before  the  Irish 
parliament  in  Iti^Ci,  from  the  protestant 
coal-porters  of  Dublin,  complaining  that 
one  Darby  Ryan,  a  catholic  coal -dealer, 
employed  coai-porters  of  his  own  persua- 
sion, to  the  great  injury  of  the  protestant 
interest,  and  praying  that  he  might  be 
obliged  to  employ  ))rotestant  porters  to 
carry  his  commodities;  which  petition  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  grievances. 
In  1702  a  petition  was  presented  from  the 
protestant  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Lime- 
rick, complainingthat  papists  were  allowed 
to  dwell  amongst  them,  and  follow  their 
trades  and  callings,  much  to  the  injury  of 
the  protestant  interest,  and  praying  tfaey 
might  be  banished  from  the  city,  which 
was  accordingly  done;  and  in  1704  a  pe- 
tition was  presented  to  the  same  parliament 
from  about  twenty  catholics,  who  w^em 
sui^ered  to  reside  in  limerick  aiKl  Galway, 
praying  they  might  be  allowed  to  retain 
with  them  their  wives  and  children^  upon 
their  giving  security  for  their  good  beha- 
viour ;  but  it  was  rejected.  lie  hoped  he 
was  addressing  himself  to  a  more  just  and 
liberal  parliament,  and  concluded  by  mov- 
ing a  resolution,  "  That  catholics  ought 
to  be  considered  eligible  to  become  gover- 
nors, deputv-governors,  and  directors  of 
the  bank  of  ire  laud,  if  otherwise  qualified.*' 

Mr.  Foster  said,  the  Irish  bank  was 
placed  on  the  same  footing  with  the  bank 
of  England,  jmd  he  did  not  see  why  a  dis- 
tinction should  take  plac^  in  one  country 
which  was  not  proposed  for  the  other. 
He  deprecated  thus  bringing  forward  old 
oppressions  to  countenance  new  innova- 
tions, in  proposing  hereafter  a  renewal 
of  the  charter,  he  did  not  intend  by  any 
means  to  heap  new  burthens  on  the  catho- 
lics ;  he  would  leave  the  charter  just  as  it 
stood  at  present,  and  if  the  catholics  Ibund 
themselves  aggrieved,  they  might  petition 
parliament,  which  they  di(l  not  do  now.  He 
concluded  by  moving,"tbatihe  house  should 
proceed  to  the  other  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Wmdhfwt  observed,  Uiat  as  the  right 
hon.  gent,  said  he  did  not  mean  to  excluide 
the  catholics,  he  hoped  he  would  support 
the  Resolution.  As  the  old  penal  laws 
were  repealed,  why  not  repeal  this  ?  No 
one  surely  could  say  this  was  so  serious  a 
state  matter  as  to  endanger  the  existeiKe 
of  the  constitution  or  the  church. 
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The  Chancelhr  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
did  not  see  the  utility  of  ahering  the  luw  ; 
there  was  surely  no  grievance  in  continu- 
ing the  same  law  to  Ireland  which  was  in 
force  here.  If  any  alteration  was  to  take 
place,  the  time  would  be  when  the  charter 
was  about  to  be  renewed,  and  not  now  to 
engraft  a  new  bill  on  the  old  bill.  He  did 
not  desire  that  the  new  diarter  should  pre- 
judice the  Irish  catholics ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  had  no  objection  to  enter  a  declaratory 
clause  in  future,  giving  the  legislature  a 
power  of  interfering  in  their  defence. 

Mr.  Martin  was  glad  the  right  hon. 
gent,  had  it  not  in  his  intention  to  re-enact 
the  penal  code.  He  thought  our  ancestors 
had  as  good  reasons  for  their  severity  as 
we  had  now  for  our  exclusion,  and  he  was 
sure  posterity  would  repay  us  as  we  repaid 
'  those  who  went  before  us.  The  case  of 
Ireland  did  not  apply  to  this  country  at 
all,  ^here  the  majority^  were  protestants, 
but  in  Ireland  he  would  venture  to  say  .the 
principal  merchants  were  catholics. 

On  the  division  there  appeared  :  For 
the  amendment  64' ;  Against  it  61. — Mar 
jority  3. 

List  qfthe  Minority. 

Abercromby,  J.  Milton,  viscount 

^iistruther,  sir  J.  Montgomery',  C 

-Aubrey,  sir  J.'  Moore,  P. 

Dagenal,  W.  Newporr,  sir  J. 

Barliam,  J.  F.  Paniell,  li. 

liradshaw,  A.  C.  I'eity,  lord  Ilciu-y 

BfHud,  r.  Phillips,  R.  M. 

Combe,  U.  C,  Piggot,  sir  A, 

Creevey,  T.  Poiisonliy,  rt.  hon.  G. 

Dundas,  R.  L,  Ponsonhy,  lien.  G. 

J^briniiton,  viscount  Power,  Richard 

>:den;  W.  F.  E.  Russell,  lord  \V. 

Elliot,  W.  Sharp,  R. 

Kstcourt,  J.  G.  Shipley,  VV. 

Gratlan,  H.  Smith,  VV. 

Greenough,  G.  B.  'i'aJbot,  R.  \V. 

Ilalsey,  ^,  1  eniple,  earl 

Herbert,  II,  A.  Templctown,  vise. 

ITippesley,  sir  J.  C.  'Jhoruion,  II. 

Homer,  F.  Tierney,  G. 

Hume,  W,  Iloarc  Vansiitart,  G. 

Kempe.  T.  \'ernon.  G.  G.  V. 

J^touche,  R.  Walpole,  hon.  G. 

I^wrence,  F.  Ward,  hon.  J.  W. 

X^ach,  J.  Warrcnder,  sir  G. 

Lefevre,  C.  Shawt  .NV^!»tern,C".  C. 

Lemon,  sir  W.  "VViiitbrcad,  S, 

Madocks,  W.  A.  Wimiham,  W. 

Mart  hi,  R.  \Vynnc,  sir  NV  .  W. 
Maule,  NV.  R.  Tillvn, 

Milbankc,  sir  R.  C  W.  Wynne 

Miller,  sir  T.  J.  Calcrait. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  The  house  then 
went  into  a  committee  on  the  Local  Mili- 
tia bill.    On  tlie  reading  of  the  nineteenth 


clause,    allowing  volunteers    to    transfer 
themselves  into  local  militia, 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  stated  that  a  per- 
son might  remove  from  one  district  to 
another  where  there  would  be  no  ballot, 
and  where  he  could  not  get  into  a  volun- 
teer corps,  they  being  full.  This  man 
being  perfectly  free,  would  receive  more 
wages  than  the  other. — Nothing  was  done 
on  this  suggestion. 

On  the  reading  of  the  twentieth  clause, 
providing  that  an  oath  shall  be  taken  by 
every  volunteer  entering  into  the  local 
militia,  that  he  had  received  no  bounty 
except  the  two  guineas  allowed  by  the 
act,  Mr.  C.  Wynne  observed  that  in  this 
case  a  strong  temptation  to  perjury  ex- 
isted, and  there  was  every  opportunity  for 
evasion  ;  he  therefore  objected  to  the  " 
oath.  He  contended  that  the  frequency 
with  which  oaths  were  administered  had 
much  diminished  their  influence  on  the 
public  mind,  especially  when  they  were 
administered  in  cases  where  there  was 
every  temptation  to  perjury. — Mr.  Wind- 
ham) Mr.  AV.  Smith,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  sir 
S.  Romilly,  sir  T.  Turton,  and  Mr.  Ste- 
phens, joined  with  Mr.  Wynne,  in  his  re- 
presentation of  the  mischievous  effects  that 
resulted  to  the  community  from  the  fre- 
quency of  appointing  oaths  to  be  taken  in 
improper  cases,  ;  and  declared  their  con- 
viction of  the  soundness  of  the  common 
law  principle,  which  prohibits  oaths  being 
taken  by  persons  strongly  interested  in  the 
cause. — Lord  Castlereagh  agreed  that  the 
oath  should  be  left'  out,  and  that  the  clause 
should  remain  with  the  provision  that  a 
declaration  to  the  same  purport  should  be 
signed  by  the  volunteer,  with  a  peoflit^  of 
21)/.  iftaise. 

In  the  twenty  second  clause,  exempting 
persons  who  sh^ll  have  served  four  years 
in  the  local  militia  from  being  liable  to 
serve  therein  again  for  four  years  after, 
two  amendments  were  proposed.  One 
was,  that  instead  of  the  term  ol'the  exemp- 
tion tor  four  years,  the  exemption  should 
be  till  the  turn  came  by  rotation.  The 
other,  proposed  by  lord  Milton,  was,  that 
one  who  served  four  years  in  the  local 
militia  should  be  for  two  years,  subsequent 
to  the  close  of  that  pet  iod,  exempt  from 
the  regular  militia  ballot.  Both  were 
agreed  to. 

Upon  one  of  the  clauses,  lord  Milton 
moved  as  an  amendment,  that  the  oflicers 
commanding  in  the  local  militia  should 
have  the  same  qualification  in  point  of 
property^  with  otiicers  of  the  same  rank 
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in  the  regular  militia.^  Lord  Castlereagh 
having  opposed  the  amendment,  the  com- 
mittee divided  upon  it : 

Ayes  31  ;  Noes  107. — ^Majority  76. 

Lord  Temple  objected  to  the  claitse  sub- 
jecting the  Local  Mihtia  to  martial  law, 
when  called  out  on  temporary  duty,  and 
proposed,  that  a  court  martial  should  have 
the  powei^  of  inflicting  upon  them  any 
punishment,  excepting  corporal  pumish- 
ment,  which  should  not  be  mflicted  upon 
them  without  the  consent  of  his  majesty, 
conveyed  through  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county.  Lord  Castlereagh  contended, 
that  it  would  be  improper  to  have  one  law 
for  the  Re^lar,  and  another  law  for  the 
Local  Militia.  Lord  Temple  afterwards 
moved  a  clause,  providing  that  no  sentence 
imposing  a  corporal  punishment  should  be 
caiTied  into  execution,  till  it  had  receiveciH 
the  approbation  of  his  majesty.  The  clause 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  C. 
W.  Wynne,  sir  G.  Warrender,  and  Mr. 
Lyttleton ;  and  opposed  by  sir  James 
Pulteney,  the  Solicitor  General  for  Scot- 
land, Mr.  Ellison,  and  Mr.  R.  Dundas. 
On  a  division,  the  numbers  were :  For  the 
Amendment  14;  against  it  101. — Majo- 
rity against  the  Amendment  87.  Several 
verbal  amendments  were  made  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  bill  through  the  committee. 
The  house  resumed,  and  the  Report  was 
brought  up,  with  an  understanding  that 
the  bill  should  be  recommitted  on  Friday 
next,  so  far  as  respects  the  new  clauses 
proposed  by  lord  Castlereagh. 

HOUSE   OP   LORDS. 

Tuud^,May3\. 

[Irish  Clbrgv  Residence  Bill.]  On  the 
third  reading  of  this  bill,  an  amendment 
was  proposed  by  the  earl  of  Moira,  to 
save  the  privileges  of  the  peers,  arch- 
bishops, and  bishops  of  Ireland,  with  res- 
pect to  chaplains ;  which,  after  some  con- 
versation between  his  lordship,  lord 
Hawkesbury,  Harrowby,  and  Redesdale, 
the  duke  ot  Norfolk,  the  lord  Chancellor, 
aind  the  bishop  of  Limerick,  was  agreed  to 
with  a  slight  alteration ;  as  was  also  a 
clause  proposed  by  lord  Harrowbv  to 
obtain  returns  with  respect  to  the  residence 
of  the  clergy,  after*  a  few  observations 
from  the  archbishop  of  Cashel,  and  lords 
Redesdale  and  Hawkesbury.  The  bill  was 
then  passed. 

[Irish  Glebe  House  Bill.]  On  the 
report  of  the  Irish  glebe  house  bill  being 
presented,  the  duke  of  Norfolk  objected 
to  the  amendments  made  in  the  committee. 
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on  the  ground  that  they  might  endanger 
the  rejection  of  the  bill  in  the  other  house. 
Lord  Redesdale  thought  the  amendment* 
essential.  After  a  few  observations  from 
the  duke  of  Norfolk  in  reply,  the  house 
divided  on  the  question  for  agreeing  to  the 
amendments:  Contents 6;  Not-contents 2. 
Majority  4. — The  bill  was  then  passed. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  May  3\. 

[Bank  of  Ireland  Bill.]  Mr.  Foster 
presented  a  bill  for  regulating  and  pro- 
longing the  Charter  of  the  Bank  of  Ire- 
land, and  for  enabling  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  said  bank  to  advance  a 
loan  of  one  million  and  a  quarter  for  the 
service  of  his  majesty. 

Sir  J.  Newport  complained  of  the  preci- 
pitancy with  which  this  bill  was  forced 
upon  the  house.  It  was,  in  his  mind,  a 
measure  of  too  much  importance  to  be 
thus  hurried  forward  ;  and,  for  one,  he 
had  strong  objections  to  it  altogether. 
First,  because  he  thought  it  was  founded 
on  the  worst  bargain  that  ever  was  made 
for  the  public,  namely,  a  loan  of  a  certain 
sum  of  money  to  be  advanced  by  the  Irish 
bank  to  the  government  of  the  country,  at 
5  per  cent,  the  highest  rate  of  interest 
which  the  law  allow^  them  to  charge 
upon  discounts  on  any  tradesman's  bills 
in  this  country.  Secondly,  because,  as  the 
Finance  Committee  had  suggested  regu- 
lations with  respectto  the  bank  of  England 
highly  advantageous  to  the  public,  he 
wished  them  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
considering  and  recommending  similar 
regulations  with  respect  to  the  bank  of 
Ireland^  before  the  charter  was  renewed 
or  prolonged.  Overtures  had  been  made 
to  himself  while  chancellor  of  the  Irish 
exchequer,  for  a  renewal  of  the  charter  ; 
but  he  had  set  his  face  against  it,  and  the 
only  bonus  he  could  see  that  the  right 
hon.  gent,  had  obtained  for  the  public  bj 
this  bargain,  was,  that  the  bank  ag^reed  to 
forego  any  claims  they  might  have  had 
for  managing  the  public  debt ;  but  snrel j 
the  government  of  Ireland  was  not  at  so 
low  an  ebb  of  credit  as  not  to  be  able  to 
borrow  this  loan  of  so  large  a  sum,  <m  better 
terms  than  the  humblest  trader  paid  for 
discount  of  his  bills  at  their  counter. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  that,  so  far  from  preci- 
pitating this  measure  without  allowing 
time  to  consider  it,  the  documents  had  been 
on  the  table  of  the  house  above  three 
weeks% — ^The  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 
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[Conduct  op  Sir  Home  Popham.] 
Mr.  &  Lushington  (member  for  Yar- 
mouth) rose  and  spoke  as  follows : — Be- 
fore. I  proceed,  sir,  to  state  the  grounds  of 
the  motion  which  I  shall  shortly  have^the 
Ikonour  of  proposing  to  the  houst.  I  wish 
in  a  few  words  to  call  to  their  recollection, 
those  circumstances  which  originally  in- 
duced me  to  briog  this  transaction  to  their 
notice.  I  am  the  more  anxious  to  do  this, 
because  it  has  very  unfairly  been  said,  that 
I  made  a  personal  attack  on  the  hon.  cap- 
tain without  giving  him  any  notice  of  my 
intention  of  so  doiiig.  It  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  house  that  an  hon. 
baronet  (sir  Francis  Burdett)  some  pionths 
since  made  a  motion  for  an  account  of  the 
Droits  of  Admiralty  without  any  previous 
notice,  and  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer requested  him  to  postpone  it  to  the 
following  day  for  the  purpose  of  having 
time  to  consider  of  it.  At  that  time  I  had 
not  the  honour  of  the  slightest  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  the  hon.  baronet,  but  be- 
ing apprehensive  that  the  motion,  as  it  was 
then  worded,  would  not  attain  his  object, 
I  followed  him  out  of  the  house,  and  sug- 
gested some  alterations,  which  might  com- 
prehend the  Droits  to  the  Crown  as  well  as 
the  Admiralty  Droits,  as  the  foi*mer  much 
exceeded  the  latter  in  amount,  and  added, 
that  I  myself  knew  an  instance  of  gross 
misapplication  of  that  fiind.  The  case  of 
the  Etrusco  occurred  to  me,  but  distrust- 
ing the  accuracy  of  my  memory,  I  went 
the  next  day  to  Doctor's  Commons  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  my  recol- 
lection of  the  case  was  correct.  On  this 
bead  I  was  soon  quite  satisfied.  Being 
unavoidably  delayed  till  rather  late,  on 
my  entrance  into  the  house,  I  fotknd  the 
hon.  baronet  on  his  legs  making  his  pio- 
tlon.  I  immediately  inquired  of  a  noble 
lord  (Ossulstou)  and  an  hon.  gent,  near 
me  TMr.  Brand),  if  sir  Home  Popham  was 
in  the  house,  as  I  did  not  know  him  by 
sight.  Being  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
I  determined  to  state  the  cas^,  if  any  ob^ 
jection  should  be  made  to  the  hon.  baronet's 
motion.  To  my  great  surprize  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  positively  asserted 
that  no  instance  of  the  misapplication  of 
these  funds  had  ever  taken  place.  In  re- 
ply to  this  statement,  ?[  mentioned  the 
leading  features  of  the  case  of  the  Etrusco ; 
and,  sir,  I  shall  ever  consi/ler  it  my  duty 
to  make  known  to  this  house  every  misap- 
plication of  public  money,  which  may 
come  within  my  knowledge  ;  and  in  this 
instance  I  was  more  particularly  called 
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upon  by  the  assertion  of  the  right  hon. 
gent. — It  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to 
go  into  any  long  discussion'  as  to  the  iile« 
gality  of  the  trade  in  which  the  hon.  cap- 
taiif  was  engaged,  or  to  dwell  upon  the 
circumstances,  which  induced  the  legisla- 
ture to  enact  such  strong  provisions  against 
any  British  subject  engaging  in  a  trade  to 
the  East  Indies  without  the  licence  of  the 
East  India  company.  It  will  be  sufficient 
to  observe,  that  one  of  the  principal  ob« 
jects  they  had,  in  view,  was  to  protect  the 
East  India  company  against  the  traffic 
which  was  carried  on  from  Ostend,  a  port 
which  possessed  singular  advantages  for 
this  commerce,  because  no  duties  were 
payable  either  inwards  or  outwards.  The 
law  therefore  not  only  prohibited  British 
subjects  from  trading  themselves,  but 
also  from  lending  money  to  any  foreigners 
whatever  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  it 
oil.  I  say,  sir,  that  when  the  legisla^ 
ture  made  these  enactments  they  had 
Ostend  particularly  in  view.  —  It  may 
perhaps,  sir,  be  said,  that  I  am  reviving  a 
transaction  antiquated  from  the  length  of 
time  which  has  elapsed  since  its  com- 
mencement. It  is  true  that  the  origin  of 
the  transaction  is  old,  but  the  end  of  it  is 
recent;  the  grant  was  made  in.  J 805,  and 
though  the  hon.  captain  has  received  * 
1 8,000/.  out  of  the  proceeds,  admiral  Ro- 
binson has  not  yet  been  reimbursed  bis 
expences.  In  1787,  the  hon.  captain,  then 
a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  applied  to  the 
Admiralty  for  leave  of  absence  to  go  to  the 
East  Indies,  and  was  at  first  refused  on  the 

f round  that  the  Admiralty  could  not  give 
im  leave  to  go  to  the  East  Indies  without 
consent  of  the  East  India  Company.  These 
letters  are  so  short,  and  so  clearly  explain 
the  origin  of  this  transaction,  and  prove 
the  hon.  captain's  knowledge  of  its  illega- 
lity, that  I  shall  read  them  to  the  house.— ^ 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant  Home 
Popham  to  Philip  Stephens,  esq.  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  :    '  Dover-street,  F6b. 

*  12,  1787. — Sir;  Having  had  the  permis- 
'  sion  of  lord  Howe  to  apply  for  leave  of 
'  absence  to  go  to  the  East  Indies  to  follow 
'  my  private  afiairs,  I  beg  you  will  do  me 
'  the  favour  to  move  their  lordships  to 
'  grant  me  two  years  leave  of  absence  for 

*  that  purpose  from  the  date  hereof.  I 
'  have,  &c.  Home  Pophahj.' — Copy  of  a 
letter  from  P.  Stephens,  esq.  to  lieutenant 
Home  Popham. — '  Admiralty -roffice,  I9tb 
'  FebruacY,  .1787.— Sir ;  In  return  to  your 
'  letter  of  the   l6th  inst.  requesting  two 

*  years  leave  to  go  to  the  East  Indies  te 
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morial  to  assert  his  ignorance  of  it    The 


*  transact  some  private  afTairs,  I  am  com- 
*'  manded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of 
'  the  admiralty  to  acquaint  you,  that  they 

*  cannot  give  you  leave  to  go  into  any  of 

*  the  East  India  Company's  settlements 

*  without  your  first  obtaining  the  com- 

*  pany's  permission  to  go  thither.     I  am, 

*  &c.  Pi  Stephens/ — ^Copy  of  a  letter  from 
P.  Stephens,  esq.  to  lieut.  Hom6  Popham: 
*^  Admiralty-office,  l22ndFeb.  1787.— Sir; 

*  Having  .communicated  to  my  lords  com- 
«  missioners  of  the  admiralty  your  letter 

*  of  the  20th  inst  *  informing  them,  that 

*  you  have  no  intention  to  go  to  any  of 
*the  East  India  company's  settlements,. 

*  your  private  at&irs  requiring  you  at  the 

*  £)anisn  settlement  of  Fredericknagore,  and 

*  requesting  two  years  leave  of  absence 
*■  fox  that  purpose  ;  I  am  commanded  by 

*  their  lordships  to  acquaint  you  that  they 

<  da  «at  think  fit  to  give  leave  to  any  offi- 
'  cera  on  half-pay  to  go  to  the  East  Indies, 
«  unless  they  are  employed  in  the  service 

<  of  the  East  India  company.  I  am,  &c. 
*•  Philip  Stephens."* — Copy  of  a  letter  from 
P.  Stephens^  esq.  to  lieut.  Fophapi :  '  Ad- 
«  miralty-office,  2ath  March,  1787  . — Sir; 
'  Haying  read  to  my  lords  commissioners 

*  of  the  Admiralty  your  letter  of  t  yester- 
'  day's  date,  desiring  you  may  be  indulged 
'with  two  years  leave  to  reside  in  the 

<  I)ianish  settlement  of  Fredericknagore,  in 

*  the  East  Indies,  on  your  private  afiairs,, 

*  upon  your  relinquishing  your  halt-pay 

<  till  you  return  to  England ;  I  am  to  ac- 

<  quaint  you  that  their  lordships  are  pleased 
«  to  give  you  two  years  leave  for  that  pur- 
« pose" upon  your  relinquishing  your  half- 

<  pay  accordingly.    1  am,  &c.    P.  Ste- 

*  PHBNs.'-^One  would  have  supposed,  sir, 
that  even  a  less  observing  man  than  the 
hon,  cat>tain,  who  is  by  no  means  deficient 
tn  penetration,  wpuld  have  suspected  that 
all  this  caution  on  the  part  of  the  Adiiii- 
talty  was  not  entirely  without  cause.  One 
iKQuhl  have  thought  that  it  must  have 
occurred  to  him,  that  there  was  some- 
thing illegal,  something  not  quite  correct 
in  the  traffic,  in  which  he  proposed  to  en- 
gage. But  I  have  no  occasion  to  have 
recourse  to  reasoning  or  supposition ;  I 
will  prove  that  the  hon.  captain  was  per- 
fectly aware  of  the  illegality  of  this  trade^ 
Ihough  he  has  thought  proper  in  his  Me- 

^  Here  there  is  a  memorandum  in  the 
papers  that  this  letter  from  lieut.  Popham 
could  not  be  found  in  the  Admiralty. 

t  Here  is  a  memorandum  that  this  let- 
1^  also  fould  not  be  ibu^. 


hon.  captain,  having  obtained  this  leavev 
immediately  went  to  Ostend,  where  ho 
entered  into  a  commercial  connection  with 
the  house  of  Chamock  and  Co.  a  house  of 
all  others  the  most  notorious  for  smuggling ' 
and  illicit  trade.  It  was  this  house  that 
used  to  fit  out  cutters,  which  contended 
even  with  British  vessels,  and  it  is  recol- 
lected in  the  navy  how  obstinately  th^ 
British  Lion,  a  cutter  fitted  out  by  Messrs* 
Chamock,  defended  herself  against  the 
Hysena,  commanded  by  admiral,  then 
captain  Thornborough.  From  this  port  of 
Ostend,  the  hon.  captain  sailed  in  the 
Ville  de  Vienne,  a  vessel  of  fix>m  'K)0  ta 
500  tons  burthen,  under  Imperial  colours  ; 
and  would  it  be  believed  went  first  to 
Bombay,  and  afterwards  to  almost  every 
other  settlement  of  the  East  India  com-> 
pany,  though  his  leave  of  absence  was  ob*^ 
tained  to  reside  at  Fredericknagore.  In 
ns^  we  find  him  at  Calcutta^  engaged 
in  illicit  traffic :  of  this  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  because  the  record  from  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  is  on  the  table,  and  the 
hon.  captain  haJs  actually  pleaded  the  il« 
Legality  of  the  trade  to  prevent  paying  a 
debt  contracted  there ;  so  far  therefore  he 
has  acknowledged  himself  guilty.  In  1790» 
a  second  voyage  in  the  same  ship  was  me- 
ditated, and  on  this  voyage  he  sailed  with-* 
out  asking  any  leave  of  the  Admiralty  at 
all.  The  precautions  used  on  this  occa-^ 
sion  will  prove  past  doubt  his  knowledge 
of  the  illegality  of  the  trade.  In  the  firat 
place  the  character  of  the  vessel  was. 
changed  from  Imperial  to  Tuscan,  and  thd 
manner  in  which  this  was  done  is  not  be 
passed  by.  If  gentlemen  will  turn  to  the 
100th  page  of  the  papers>  they  will  see  a 
most  curious  agreement  between  Messrs. 
Valle  and  Borghini,  of  Leghorn,  and  sir 
Home  Popham :  '  By  this  present,  though 
'private  charter  party^  which  the  parties 
'  agree  to  be  of  frill  force  and  vigour,  as  an 

*  agreement  made  by  a  Notary  Public  in 
'due  form,^  it  is  agreed  to  procure  paperai 
'  which  Mr.  Popham  will  make  use  ta 
'  cover  a  ship  to  undertake  the  voyage  to 
'  the  East  Indies  and  back  to  Leghorn/ 
Again,  *  Notwithstanding  the  said  ship  v^ 
'  to  be  navigated    in  appearance,  on  ac-. 

*  count  of  the  said  Valle  and  Borghini,  it 
'  is  however  covenanted  and  agr^,  thaf 
'  every  profit,  loss  and  event  of  the  said 
'  ship,  her  navi^tion,  fi*eight,  &c.  is  and 
'  shadl  be  on  account  and  risk  of  the  said 
'  Mr.  Popham.'  And  in  page  101,  '  Mri 
'  Hornbeck#  who  is  to  be  deputed  as  be^ 
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*  fore-mentioned  procurator  to  the  said 
'  eii^cts  of  Messrs.  Valle  and  Borghini, 

*  shall  sign  the  present  agreetnent,  in  vir- 
^  tue  whereof  shall  guarantee  them  from 

*  every  exception^  which  might  be  pro- 

*  moted  from  Mr.  Popham  against  this 

*  declaration  of  hofndfide*  For  these  false 
and  fi'ctitious  papers  one  and  a  quarter  per 
cent,  upon  the  estimated  value  of  the  ship 
(5000/.)  was  paid ;  yet  after  all  this,  after 
these  false  documents,  so  procured,  after 
neglecting  to  renew  his  application  to  the 
Admiralty  for  leave  of  absence,  sir  Home 
Popham  ha3  stated  in  his  Memorial  to  the 
TVeAsury,  that  he  believed  the  trade  to  be 
innocent  and  legal.  In  June  1790,  then, 
the  honourable  captain  sailed ;  in  what 
character  it  is  difficult  to  discover,  for  in 
some  of  the  papers  he  is  designated  as 
captain,  in  others  as  supercargo;  but  in 
fact  he  had  the  real  command  of  the  con- 
cern. I  shall  here,  sir,  mention  a  circum- 
tance,  not  with  a  view  to  accusation,  or 
making  it  a  charge,  but  because  it.  has 
been  frequently  insinuated,  and  generally 
circulated  out  of  doors,'  I  shall  therefore 
give  the  hon.  gentleman  an  opportunity  of 
explaining  it.  It  appears  by  the  Bill  of 
Lading,  that  on  board'  this  vessel  there 
were  shipped  40  cast  iron  gans,  and  someik 
cases  of  small  arms,  but  it  no  where  ap- 
pears how  they  were  disposed  of;  and  it 
has  been  said  they  were  sold  to  the  native 
powers,  some  of  whom  were  at  that  period 
engaged  in  hostility  with  us.  I  repeat, 
flir,  tnat  I  have  no  proof  of  this,  but  the 
faon.  captain  may  clear  up  every  suspicion 
by  giving  an  account  how  these  military 
stores  were  disposed  of. — ^After  a  voyage, 
in  which  he  touched  at  several  ports  in  the 
East  Indies,  but  which  it  is  not  material' 
to  trace,  we  find  him  at  Calcutta  setting 
out  on  a  voyage  for  Bombay,  in  which  he 
was  prevented,  by  his  own  account  in  his 
affidavit,  by  distress  of  weather ;  but  it 
appears  by  a  letter  amongst  the  papers, 
that  he  had  quarrelled  with  his  master  of 
the  colours,  who  threatened  to  bring  an 
information  against  him  for  bringing  out 
BritisH  property  in  a  foreipi  vessel ;  that 
he  sailed  without  any  ship's  papers,  or 
documents  to  insure  his  admission  into  any 
port,  where  there  was  a  regular  custom* 
nouse  ;  and  that  had  he  gone  to  Bombay 
his  vessel  mast  inevitably  have  been  seized ; 
all  pretty  good  proofs  that*  he  was  aware 
the  traffic  he  was  carrying  on  was  illicit. 
From  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Island,  the 
non.  captain  proceeded  to  Calcutta,  where 
he  iola  his  vessel  of  500  tons^  and  pur- 


chased a  ship  called  the  President  Wash- 
ington, of  950  tons,  which  he  immediately 
christened  by  the  name  of  his  old  ship  the 
Etrusco,  and  without  any  scruple  or  re-  . 
morse  traasferre^  the  papers  of  the  smaller 
vessel  to  this  nearly  double  its  size.  The 
mode  of  purchase  too  should  not  pass  by 
entirely  unnoticed.  It  was  sold  by  Messrs. 
T.  and  W.  Francis  to  one  Giacomo  Pons, 
and  by  him  transferred  to  Gior^i  by  an  in- 
dorsement on  the  bill  of  sale ;  but,  strange 
to  say,  the  indorsement  does  not  bear  date 
till  the  24.th  of  Novemlber  1792;  this 
Giorgi  signs  himself  in  the  charter-party 
of  freight  with  Mr.  De  Constant,  master 
and  owner  on  the  5th  of  November  pre- 
ceding. The  hou.  captain,  indeed,  in  his 
affidavit,  accounts  for  these  extraordinary 
transfers  by  stating  that  it  was  done  for 
greater  caution  :  for  what  purpose  this 
greater  caution  was  used  I  leave  the  house 
to  judge.  Having  reached  Canton,  an 
agreement  was  there  entered  into  begin- 
ning thus :  '  It  is  agreed  between  Home 
'  Popham,  owner  of  the  L'Etrusco,  Tuscan 
'  ship,  oti  the  one  part,  and  Charles  De 
'  Constant  and  Jean  Baptiste  Piron^  supers 
'  cargoes  of  the  French  East  India  Com* 
'  pany,  at  Canton,  on  the  other  part/ 
There  are  several  other  parts  of  this  agree- 
ment which  it  will  be  necessary  to  advert  to 
before  I  sit  down,  but  at  present  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  observe,  that  a  lar^  cargo  was 
taken  in  in  consequence,  and  also  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  goods  on  the  hon. 
captain's  own  account  The  vessel  then 
set  sail  for  Europe,  and  in  the  Cove  of 
Cork  was  taken  by  his  majesty's  ship 
the  Diadem,  capt.  Sutherland,  and  after- 
wards released  by  him,  on  the  assurance 
of  sir  Home  Popham  that  the  property  on 
board  was  all  neutral,  and  that  he  himself 
had  no  share  either  in  the  ship  or  cargo. 
I  state  this  fact,  sir,  on  the  authority  of 
Heut,  Cranford,  who  then  served  as  a 
lieutenant  on  board  the  Diadem,  and  if  it 
is  disputed  I  am  ready  to  call  him  to  the 
bar  to  prove  it.  Indeed  it  is  corrobated 
by  the  evidence  of  William  Banens,  who 
states  that  the  ship  Vas  troubled  three 
times  before  she  was  seized  by  capt.  Ro- 
binson, once  by  the  Diadem  ship  of  war, 
at  the  Cove  of  Cork.  On  the  voyage 
from  Cork  to  Ostend  some  goods  were 
smuggled  on  shore  near  Hastins^,  with  the 
knowledge  and  by  the  order  of  sir  Home 
Popham.  This  fact  is  proved  by  the  evi- 
dence of  several  witnesses,  but  the  testi- 
mony of  the  last  is  conclusive.  Gilbert 
Bricc^  then  first  maU  of  the  Etrusc^  and 
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who  has  since  been  in  his  majesty^s  naval  i 
service  as  a  lieutenant,  states  '  that  about 

*  four  chests  of  tea  were  delivered  out  of 
'  the  ship,  while  in  the  English  Channel, 

*  and  before  she  arrived  ofr  Calais ;   that 
'  the  said  goods  were  so  delivered  by  order 

*  of  Mr.  Popham,  and  took  place  about 

*  12  o'clock  at  night/     Several  other  wit- 
nesses depose  to  the  same  fact,  and  also 
that  4*  or  5  boats  were  round   the  ship  at 
the  time.     I  will  also  tell  the  hon.  offi- 
cer who  were    his    companions    in  that 
transaction.     He  will   perhaps  recollect 
the  name  of   Mr.  Wenham,  whose  fa- 
ther was  partner  with  Mr.  Chamock,  and 
lived  at  Hastings.— There  are  others  also 
whom  if  necessary  1  can  produce  to  verify 
this  statement,  and  to  a  much  greater  ex- 
tent than  appears  by  the  papers.     The 
Etrusco  was  afterwards  captured  by  the 
Brilliant    frigate,     capt.    Robinson,    and 
brought  to  the  river  Thames.     There  was 
a  suit  commenced  in  the  Admiralty  Court, 
and  a  variety  of  proceedings,  which  it  is 
tmnecessaiy  to   enumerate  to  the  house, 
took  place.     Amongst  other  claims  there 
was  one   preferred  by  the  hon.  capt.  for. 
the  ship  and  cargo,  supported  by  a  most 
extraordinary  affidavit,  to  which  I   shall 
have  occasion   presently  to  advert ;    re- 
marking only  in  the  first  place,  that  he 
had  not  appeared  to  be  examined,  which 
is  usual  in  such  cases,  though  a  compulsory 
process  was  issued  against  him.     The  ex- 
cuse  of  employment  abroad   cannot   be 
pleaded,  because  it  appears  by  his  affida- 
vit, that  he  was  in  London  in  August  1793. 
In  this  affidavit  the  hon.  capt.  described 
himself  as  formerly  of  Ostend,  merchant, 
but  now  an  officer  in  the  navy  :    He  ad- 
mitted that  he  had  gone  to  the  East  In- 
dies and  carried  on  trade  there,  though  the 
leave  had  been  obtained  expressly  with  a 
Tiew  to  his  residing  at  the  Danish  settle- 
met  of  Fredericknagore.     It  was  further 
Stated  that  he  had  been  on  terms  of  inti- 
macy with  lord  Cornwaliis,  and  Mr.  Stuart 
who  acted  as  governor  in  the  absence  of 
lord  Cornwaliis ;  that  he  dined  with  them ; 
and   thence  he  inferred  that  they  knew 
of  the  illicit  traffic  he  was  carrying  on,  and 
connived  at  it.     But  I  must  intreat  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  the  concluding  part 
of  the  affidavit;  after  claiming  the  ship 
and  the  whole,  or  at  least  one  third  of  cer- 
tain goods,  it  proceeds  to  say,  '  that  no 
*  person    or    persons    being    subjects   of 
'  France,  Spain,  or  the  united  provinces, 
'  or  inhabiting  within  any  of  those  terri- 
'  tories,  their  factors  or  agents,  or  any  other 


'  enemies  of  the  crown  of  G.  Britain,  have,* 
'hath,  or  had  directly  or  indirectly  any 
'  right,  title  or  interest  in  or  to  the  said 
'  ship  and  goods  or  any  part  thereof  at  the 
'  said  several/  periods  of  time  (viz.  at  the- 
'  time  of  lading  and  the  time  of  capture) 
'  nor  will  have  until  the  same  shall  be  sold 
'  or  disposed  of,  for  the  sole  account  and 

*  benefit  of  this  deponent/  Now,  sir,  what 
is  the  agreement  made  at  Canton,  how  does 
it  agree  with  this  declaration  on  oath  ?  Sir, 
it  begins  thus :  '  It  is  agreed  between  Home 
'  Popham,  owner  of  the.  L'Etrusco,  Tuscan 
'  ship,  on  the  one  part,  and  Charles  de  Con- 
'  stant,and  Jean  ^ptiste  Piron,  supcr-car- 

*  goes  of  the  French  East  India  Company 
'  at  Canton,  on  the  other  part,  that  a  joint 
'  concern  shall  take  place/  Again, '  they 
'  do  further  agree  that  all  profit  or  loss  upon 
'  the  said  expedition  is  to  be  borne  or  suf- 
'  fered  share  and  share  alike  between  the 
'  said  Home  Popham,  Charles  de  Constant 
'  and  Jean  Baptiste  Piron/     Sir,  this  re- 

Juires  no  comment ;  it  is  too  glaring. — 
n  1797,  the  vessel  was  condemned  in  the 
court  below  as  prize  to  the  king,  together 
with  the  cargo ;  from  this  sentence  there 
was  an  appeal ;  and  five  years  afterwards 
the  lords  commismners  reversed  the  de- 
cree as  to  Mr.  Constant's  share,  which 
they  restored,  condemned  Mr.  Piron's  as 
prize  to  the  captors,  being  French  pro- 
perty, and  the  ship  and  that  part  of  the 
cargo  claimed  by  sir  Home  Popham  they 
determined  to  be  prize  to  the  king  as  thie 
property  of  a  British  subject  engaged  in 
illicit  traffic.  After  this  sentence  several 
memorials  were  presented  to  the  treasury, 
and  amongst  others  one  by  sir  Home 
Popham.  This  memorial  stated,  that  the 
vessel  had  been  condcnined  on  accotmt  of 
the  illegality  of  the  traffic,  of  which  he,  sir 
Home  Popham,  was  not  aware  when  be 
engaged  in  it,  but  that  he  believed  it  to  be 
innocent  and  legal ;  that  he  was  well 
known  to  lord  Cornwaliis  and  received  at 
his  table ;  and  that  he  was  in  habits  of 
intimacy  with  Mr.  Stuart,  who  acted  as 
governor  in  lord  Comwallis's  absence;  that 
the  trade  was  carried  on  with  the  know- 
ledge and  under  the  apparent  sanction  of 
the  servants  of  the  Company. — Of  the  tes- 
timony of  that  revered  nobleman  here 
alluded  to,  we  are  deprived  by  his  much 
to  be  lamented  death  ;  but,  sir,  I  cannot 
without  indignation  see  his  name  aspersed. 
[Here  Mr.  Lushington  was  called  to  order 
by  Mr.  Dent,  but  desired  by  the  Speal^er  to 
proceed.]  Amongst  all  the  great  and 
eminent  qualities  which  adorned  his  cha* 
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racier,  none  i^ere  more  conspicuous  than 
his  spotless  and  unblemished  inteerity. 
Sir,  had  the  marquis  Cornwallis  had  tjie 
inclination,  he  had  not  the  power  to  sanc- 
tion this  trade.  The  king  himself  cannot 
dispense  with  the  laws  of  the  land,  and 
who  will  say,  that  any  interior  authority 
shall  possess  that  power.  But,  sir,  I  leare 
the  question  to  the  house,  which  shall  have 
the  greater  weight,  the  assertion  of  the 
hon.  capt.  after  the  facts  I  have  proved, 
after  his  statements  in  his  affidavit,  or  the 
character  of  marquis  Cornwallis  ?  If,  how- 
ever, sir,  we  cannot  have  tlie  testimony 
of  marquis  Cornwallis,  Mr.  Stuart  is  still 
aliye.  He  was  in  habits  of  intimacy  with 
the  hon.  capt. :  he  no  doubt  will  come 
forward  and  corroborate  all  his  assertions : 
he  will  vindicate  the  character  of  sir  Home 
Popham,  and  clearly  prove  the  sanction 
of  the  servants  of  the  Compar^  to  this 
trade.  I  have  the  honour  of  some  ac- 
quaintance Vith  Mr.  Stuart,  and  with  the 
leave  of  the  house  will  read  a  letter,  which 
I  received  Irom  him  in  answer  to  my  in- 
quiries on  this  head,  which  I  accompanied 
with  a  copy  of  the  papers  which  have  been 
laid  before  the  house  — '  My  dear  sir,  I 

*  have  been  favoured  with  your  letter  of 

*  the  20th.  Sir  Home  Popham  and  hissup- 
'  porters,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  be  able  to 
'  establish  some  better  grounds  of  defence 
'  than  that  the  acts  of  mere  civility  to  him 
^  as  a  stranger  are  to  be  perverted  into  an 
' '  apparent  sanction'  of  an  illegal  traffic! 
'  I  knew  capt.  Popham  in  India  merely  as  a 
'  naval  officer  who  not  chusing  to  be  idle 
'  in  the  time  of  peace  ha^l  obtained  per- 
<  mission  from  the  Admiralty  to  sail  to  In- 
'  dia,  with  a  view>  it  w^s  understood,  of  im- 
'  proving  himself  in  his  profession.  I  know 
'  that  he  con^manded  the  ship  Etrusco, 

*  which    sailed   under    Imperial   colours, 

*  and  from  his  having  made  some  useful 
'  surveys  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal  and  the 
'  Ganges,'  it  is  very  probable  that  I  did 
'  sometimes  invite  him  to  dine  with  me; 
'  bat  I  cannot  boast  of  any  intimacy  ever 
'  having. subsisted  between  us;  and  as  to 

*  \m  commercial  concerns,  I  know  nothing 
'  at  all  of^them.    There  is  no  occasion, 

*  my  dear  m^  for  any  apology  ;   for  as  I 

*  am  not  conscious  of  having  ffiven  any 
'  sanction  to  illegal  tcaf]^c  in  India  by  the 
^  civilities  shewn  to  capt.  Popham,  Lcannot 

*  suppose  that  he  or  his  friends  will  at* 
'  tempt  to  rest  his  defence  upon  so  baseless 
'  a  structure.  I  remain  yours,  &c.  Charles 
'  Stuabt.' — Now,  sir,  I  will  undertake  to 
prove,  that  though  the  hon.  capt  has  as- 


serted that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  illega- 
lity o(  the  trade  in  which  he  was  engage*!, 
that  he  was  not  aware  that  he  was  violating 
any  of  the  laws  of  his  country,  but  that 
on  the  contrary  he  believed  the  traffic  to 
be  innocent  and  legal ;  I  will  undertake  to 
prove,  if  indeed  the  house  is  not  convinced 
already,  by  documents  upon  the  table, 
that  he .  knew,  past  all  possibility  of 
doubt,  tliat  all  his  proceedings  were  con- 
trary to  law.  I  will  say  nothing  of  his 
procuring  ship's  papers  which  were  all 
false  and  fictitious,  of  the  bill  of  sale  of 
the  ship  being  made  out  in  the  names  of 
other  persons,  as  stated  in.  his  affidavit,  for 
greater , caution ;  of  the  bill  of  lading  be- 
ing signed  by  Giorgi  as  captain  and  owner 
of  (he  ship:  I  will  pass  by  these  collateral 
proofs,  though  pretty  convincing,  and  re- 
Quest  the  attention  of  the  house  to  some  of 
the  letters  contained  in  the  documents,  and 
found  iii  the  possession  of  the  hon.  capt. 
In  letters  bearing  date,  and  in  the  common 
course  of  things  received  antecedent  to  the 
last  voyage,  the  fact  will  clearly  appear. 
Mr.  Wm.  Pophain  writes,  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  sir  Home,  '  Your  ship  will^be 
'  particularly  marked ;'  Ag^in>  *  No  in- 
'  surance  can  be  made.'  '  The  renewal  of 
'  your  time  must  not  be  for  India,  as  they 
'  will  require  a  certificate  from  the  India 
'  house,  that  you  have  their  permission  to 
'  proceed  thither ;  you  may  make  it  for 
'  Afiica,  or  the  West  Indies  and  America/ 
Another  letter  informs  him,  '  That  the 
*  laws  of  this  c'ountry  are  very  full  for  the 
'  support  of  the  India  Company  against 
'  British  subjects  adventuring  to  that  quar- 
'  ter.'  There  are  several  other  passages 
of  the  same  nature ;  but  Mr.  Pendergast 
speaks  in  very  plain  language.  He  says, 
<  Do  not  be  ofiended  at  my  proposing  illi- 
«  cit  commerce  to  you.'  Tnus,  sir,  the 
house  will  perceive  that  the  hon.  capt.  was 
forewarnecl  of  the  illegality  of  the  trade, 
of  which  illegal  conduct  he  was  afterwards 
proved  guilty  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  yet 
he  has  the  effi-ontery  in  his  memorial  to 
declare,  that  he  believed  it  to  be  innocent 
and  legal.  Am  I  not  justified  then  in  say- 
ing that  this  was  a  gross  imposition  upon 
the  lords  of  the  treasury  ?  There  are  other 
parts  of  this  memorial  deserving  observa- 
tion, as  that  the  ^eight,  amounting  to 
27,000/.  (though  the  ship  only  cost 
20,000/.)  might  have  been  received  at  Can- 
ton, though  there  is  an  express  clause  in 
the  agreement,  that  it  should  not  be  paid 
till  arter  the  sale  of  the  cargo  in  Europe ; 
but  I  think  I  have  said  enoueh  to  convince 
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the  home  that  there  was  nothing  in  this 
memorial  to  jusdfy  the  grant. — ^I  mnst  now 
advert  to  the  extreme  hardship  of  admiral 
Robinson's  case,  who  was  the  captor  of 
this  ship,  which  was  detained  and  prose^ 
euted  under  the  directions  and  by  the  ad- 
irice  of  the  ablest  counsellors  in  the  pro- 
fession. Admiral  Robinson  has  not  yet 
received  his  expences,  though  his  share 
has  been  restored  to  the  neutral  claimant, 
Mr.  Constant;  and  sir  Home  Popham  has 
already  received  1 8>000/.  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  find  any  fault  with  the  judicial 
decision;  indeed  it  would  be  great  pre- 
sumption were  I  to  do  so ;  but  there  is  a 
oircumstance  which  conuderably  aggra- 
vates the  hardship  of  this  case.  Since  the 
commencement  of  the  war  in  1793  there 
were  two  instances  in  which  vessels  em- 
ploy^ in  this  trade  were  proceeded  against 
in  the  court  of  Admiralty,  the  Eliza  and 
the  Enterprize,  and  they  were  bd(h  con- 
demned to  the  captors,  who  consequently 
received  the  whole  benefit  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  ship  and  cargo.  Admiral  Robinson 
had  therefore  two  recent  precedents  in  his 
favour,  and  must  naturally  have  expected 
that  he  and  his  ship's  company  would  have 
received  the  same  advantage. — ^TTie  lords 
commissioners  of  appeals  however  reversed 
the  course  of  all  former  decisions  on  this 
point,  and  after  taking  five  years  to  deli- 
berate, pronounced  the  ship  and  cargo  to 
be  lawful  prize  to  the  king,  and  not  to  the 
captors,  fey  this  decision  admiral  Robin- 
son was  deprived  of  all  legal  title  and  of 
all  benefit  except  what  he  might  receive 
from  the  bounty  of  the  crown.  He  ac- 
cordingly sent  m  a  memorial  to  the  trea- 
sury on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  ship's 
crew;  and  unongst  other  circumstances 
stated  the  very  great  expence  he  had  been 
at  in  bringing  the  ship  to  condemnation ; 
indeed  so  large  were  these  expences  that 
had  the  ship  not  been  condc^mned,  admiral 
Robinson  must  inevitably  have  been  ruin- 
ed. However,  notwithstanding  all  these 
oircamslances,  the  treasury  thought  proper 
to  grant  the  whole  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
ship  and  cargo,  which  had  been  condemn- 
ed as  employed  in  illicit  trade,  saddled 
with  only  part  of  the  expences  of  the  cap- 
tors, to  sir  Home  Popham,  Who  had  been 
detected  in  die  prosecution  of  it.  It  is  to 
this  j^rant,  sir,  that  I  object,  as  being  an 
act  of  injustice,  contrary  to  all  custom  and 
precedent,  and  prod«K:tive  of  the  most  mis- 
chiovons  consequences.  I  ami  not  inclin- 
ed to  attribute  corrupt  mbtires  to  the  ad- 
vten^ofit;   I  do^  oot  wMi^^  ta enter  iitto 


that  question,  because  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Pitt),  who  must  be  consider^  as 
chiefly  responsible,  is  now  no  more  :  I  am 
willing  to  admit  that  the  grant  may  have 
been  made  without  due  considerationt 
vnthout  knowledge  of  the  circumstances ; 
that  the  Treasuiy  were  deceived  by  the 
false  statements  m  the  hon.  captain's  me- 
morial ;  but  I  do  contend  that  it  is  an  im- 
proper application  of  public  money,  and 
m  no  respect  to  be  justified.  It  is  not  to 
be  jiistified  by  the  report  of  the  king's 
Pi*octor  (which  is  ,in  fact  the  king's  Ad- 
vocate), because  that  report  is  precisely 
the  same  both  on  the  memorial  of  sir  H. 
Popham  and  admiral  Robinson;  it  ex- 
presses no  opinion,  but  declares  that  it  i^ 
a  matter  entirely  at  the  discretion  of  his 
majesty's  government :  so  that  the  Trea- 
sury would  have  been  equally  justified,  as 
far  as  that  report  can  justify,  in  giving  the 
proceeds  to  admiral  Robmson.  The  rc-\ 
port  indeed  states,  that  the  capture  was 
attended  with  no  great  exertion  of  courage 
or  risk,  but  that  considering  the  length 
of  the  litigation  and  danger  which  admiral 
Robinson  incurred  of  bemg  ruined  if  the 
suit  did  not  succe^,  his  expences  oueht 
to  be  paid.  But,  sir,  let  us  see  what 
has  been  the  custom  in  these  cases,  and 
whether  it  has  been  usual  to  grant  some 
share  of  the  proceeds  condemned  to  the 
king  as  Droits  to  the  Crown,  only  to  cap- 
tors, who  have  undergone  great  danger 
and  displayed  great  exertions  of  vakrar  in 
the  capture.  Sir,  there  is  not  a  single 
instance  whatever  of  any  vessel  having 
been  condemned  to  the  king  jure  corona, 
in  which  some  part  of  the  proceeds  have 
not  be^n  granted  to  the  captors.  It  baa 
been  the  invariable  rule  to  grant  a  part: 
the  Etrusco  is  the  only  exception.  The 
proportion,  indeed,  has  difiered;  some- 
times two-thirds,  sometimes  one-half,  but 
jiiever  less,  except  when  specie  was  f>und 
on  board,  in  which  case  one-fourth  has 
been  given.  But  a  few  'moriths  ago  a 
Russian  firigate  was  captured  in  Ports- 
mouth harbour,  where  tnere  was  not  the 
smallest  probability  of  danger,  n6t  the 
slightest  risk  incurred;  the  vessel  and 
cargo,  part  of  which  was  specie,  was  esti- 
mated at  200,000/.  and  being  c6ndemned' 
to  the  king  jttrt  corona,  one-fourth  of  the 
specie  was  given,  and  certainly  one -half, 
if  not  two-thirds  of  all  the  other  proceeds. 
Hie  danger  which  was  incurred,  therefore, 
has  never  been  made  the  criterion  by 
whiefa  to  distribute  or  liot  to  distribute. — 
What-  peculiar  ctrcumstancea  are  ifaera 
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then  to  justify  the  departure  from  pre- 
cedent in  the  present  case  ?  What  demerit 
had  admiral  Robinson  ?  what  merit  had 
sir  Home  Popham?  Admiral  Robinson 
was  an  old  and  experienced  officer,  who 
had  served  his  country  40  years  with  zeal 
and  activity.  His  father  too  had  been  an 
admiral  in  the  service^  and  had>  at  an  ad- 
vanced age,  lost  a  limb,  when  he  com- 
manded the  Shrewsbury  in  an  engagement 
off  the  Chesapeak.  When  the  Etrusco 
vas  seized  at  Ostend,  admiral  Robinson 
was  offered  40,000/.  to  release  her.  [Here 
sir  Home  Popham  observed,  that  he  did 
not  believe  it.l  Sir;  admiral  Robinson  is 
in  town ;  I  will  call  him  to  the  bar  of  the 
house  to  prove  the  fact,  and  leave  it  to 
the  house  to  judge,  who  is  most. worthy  of 
credit.  In  addition  to  his  long  services, 
admiral  Robinson  had  to  plead  the  length 
of  the^ trial,  which  lastea  ten  years,  the 
expence  he  had  been  at,  and  the  risk  of 
ruin  which  he  saw  had  not  the  suit  suc- 
ceeded. All  hb  fatigue  and  anxiety  of 
mind  has  been  considered  as  nothing 
worth. — Sir  Home  Popham  had  no  naval, 
services  to  plead :  nor  will  the  pretence 
of  the  Company  having  apparently  sanc- 
tioned his  trade  avail  him.  I  have  proved 
that  thjs  Company's  servants  in  India  did 
not  sanction  it.  At  home  when  informed  of 
the  capture  of  the  vessel  b}*^  adm.  Robinson, 
the  court  of  directors,  by  their  secretary, 
expressed  their  anxious  desire  to  prevent 
illicit  trade,  and  dechned  joining  in  the 
prosecution  only  because  the  case  was  so 
wrapped  up  in  obscurity,  that  there  did 
not  appear  sufficient  proof  to  insure  a  con- 
demnation. Had  they  proceeded  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act,  the  ship  and 
double  its  value  would  have  been  the  fc»r- 
feiture.  The  consequences  of  grants  of 
this  nature  are  most  pernicious ;  it  is  not 
only  a  waste  of  public  money,  but  detri- 
mental to  the  naval  service.  What  hope 
has  an  officer  but  the  uncertain  chance  of 
prize  money  in  the  navy,  of  acquiring  a 
small  property  to  enable  him  to  pass  the 
latter  end  of  his  days  in  comfort  and  com- 
petency? And  shall  he  be  deprived  of 
this  hope,  of  this  only  resource  by  which 
he  can  honourably  acquire  property,  to 
bestow  it  upon  one  who  had  abandoned  the 
service  and  been  detected  in  the  violation 
of  the  laws  of  the  country?  Sir,  this 
transaction  began  in  fraud,  continued  in 
deceit,  and  ended  in  a  gross  imposition 
upon  the  then  government.  I  regret  the 
necessity  of  making  such  heavy  accusa- 
tions against  a  member  of  this  bous»  j  I 


am  sorry  to  be  obliged  te  word  my  resolu-, 
tion  so  strongly  against  a  naval  officer ; 
but  the  case  admits  of  no  palliation.    I 
therefore  move  you,  sir,  "  That  it  appears 
to  this  house  that  by  a  decree  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  pf  Appeal  in  Prize  causes, 
dated  the  1 1th  day  ot August  1803,  theship. 
Etrusco,  and  such  parts  of  the  cargo  which 
were  claimed  by  Home  Riggs  Popham,  esq* 
now  sir  Home  Popham,  were  condemned  as 
good  and  lawful  prize  to  the  king,  as  the 
property  of  one  of  his  majesty's  subjects, 
engaged  in  an  illegal  trade. — ^That  by  a- 
Treasury  warrantdated  the  24th  SepA.  1 805« . 
the  proceeds  of  the  said  ship  .and  cargo^ 
amounting  to  £.  25,959.  9.  7,  subject  t«; 
certain  expences  not  exceeding  6,000iL. 
were  granted  to  sir  Home  Pophaa^  who- 
had  been  detected  in  prosecuting  sucbi 
illicit  trade. — ^Th^t  this<  grant  is  a  misap-*, 
plication  of  public  money,  in-a^much  as», 
contrary  to  all  custom  and  precedeotu. 
those  nmds  which  have  in  part:  always > 
been  appropriated  to  reward  the  exeitioiMi 
of  captors,  were  bestowed  wholly  upon  sir 
Home  Popham,  who,  being  a  lieutenant; 
in  his  nuijesty's  navy,  had .  been  detected' 
knowingly  carr}'ing  on  illicit  trade  in  cob* 
tempt  of  the  laws  of  his  country,  contrary.} 
to  his  duty  as  a  British  subject,  and  to  the 
disgrace  of  the  character  of  a  British  offi« . 
cer;<  operating  at  the  same  iime  as  a  dift«. 
couragement  to  his  majesty's  naval  forces, 
by  depriving  them  of  the  accustomed  re«, 
wards  of  their  zeal  and  activity^  and  as : 
an  incitement  to  the  contempt  and  dis«^ 
regard  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  by  be« 
stowing    reward  and  impunity  on  those 
who  had  been  detected  in  the  violation  of. 
them." 

Sir  Home  Popham, — ^Before  I  reply  to  the : 
various  charges  brought  forward  ag^nst 
me  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  I  trust » 
that  the  hous^  will  indulge  me  with  e. 
patient  hearing,  while  I  oner  a  few  preli- . 
minary  observations,  .which  are  the  more 
necessary  to  the  vindication  of  my  cha* 
racter,  as  they  relate  to  circumstancea 
immediately  arising  from  the  original 
question,  or  brought  forward  in  this  house 
since  its  first  discussion.  I  wish  not  te 
detain  the  house  by  frivolous  and  irrele* 
vant  matter,  but  to  oppose  facts  to  ca^ 
lumny,  and  to  combat  prejudices  and  fakee» 
hoods  with  %io  other  weapons  than  truth 
and  phtin  dealing.  The  persecution  which . 
has  been  exercised  a§^Jnst  me  iot  sei^ 
veral  years  pastmust  bestrongin  the  recel« 
lection  of  every  member  of  this  hoeae  | 
but  of  all  the  e^e^tiona  whicb  tofe^^b^eiii 
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used  on  former  occasions  to  traduce  me, 
and  to  render  me  odious  to  the  country, 
none  have  been  equal  to  those  exercised 
on  the  present  occasion.  No  pains  have 
^  been  spared,  no  means  scrupled  at,  to 
lower  and  vilify  my  character  :  the  poi- 
foned  arrows  of  mine  enemies  have  been 
aimed  at  me  both  as  a  public  man  and  a 
private  individual ;  they  have  raked  into 
every  part  of  my  Fife  to  find  out  some 
personal  weakness,  in  order  to  use  it  as  a 
calumny  against  me:  the  follies  of  my 
youth,  and  any  attendant  foibles,  have 
been  held  out  to  the  public  as  the  most 
enormous  crimes  :  all  the  private  trans- 
actions of  my  life  have  been  gone  into ; 
and  such  an  eSkct  has  it  had,  that  unless  I 
yield  in  all  cases  to  what  I  consider  an  im- 
^  position,  a  threat  of  impeachment  is  held 
out  against  me,  and  this  by  the  house  en- 
tertaining discussions  on  private  transac- 
tions.— Having,  sir,  mentioned  the  unpre- 
cedented pains  that  have  been  taken  to 
hunt  me  down,  I  cannot  help  observing, 
that  before  another  court  of  honour  the 
accused,  in  the  preamble  of  his  defence, 
very  highly  complimented  the  editors  of 
the  newspapers  for  the  strict  silence  they 
had  observed  from  the  moment  of  its  being 
publicly  known  that  the  officer  alluded  to 
was  to  be  tried  ;  whereas  the  instant  the 
*  honourable  gentleman  opened  bis  masked 
battery  upon  me,  the  literary  assailants 
began  in  every  way  to  take  me  in  flank 
and  rear,  with  a  view  of  raising  the  whole 
country  against  me.  Sir,  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  reading  one  paragraph  which 
accuses  me  of  being  a  traitor  to  my  conn- 
try,  and  carrying  gunpowder  to  the  enemy, 
which  is  the  highest  crime  in  the  mind  of 
a  British  public.  I  am  sorry  that  lowering 
me  in  the  public  esteem  should  be  an 
object  of  such  high  importance,  that  such 
unworthy  means  are  resorted  to  against 
me.  I  did  think  the  liberal  constitution 
of  this  country  considered  every  person 
arraigned  for  an  of!ence,  as  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  court  before  which  he  was 
arraigned  ;  and  above  all  do  I  still  think, 
that  m  my  peculiar  situation,  I  am  under 
the  protection  of  the  dignity  of  this  house. 
Good  God,  sir !  is  it  possible  that  one  of 
its  members  could  have  been  guilty,  of  car- 
rying arms  and  ammunition  to  the  enemies 
of  his  country  ?  Such  a  person  surely 
ou^ht  to  be  tied  to  a  stake  in  Palace-yard. 
With  the  house,  however,  it  will  rest  to 
•ay,  what  ought  to  be  the  (ate  of  any  man 
wno  &lsely  smd  flagitiously  brings  such  a 
charge  against  one  of  its  members,    I  do 


think  the  documents  on  your  table  will 
satisfy  the  house  that  I  am  little  calculated 
to  carry  into  effect  so  treasonable  a  pmject, 
I  was  not  on  that  side  of  India  during  my 
last  voyage,  and  I  never,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, had  any  intercourse  whatever  with 
any  enemy  of  my  country.  Various  other 
instances  of  similar  conduct  on  the  part  of 
the  newspapers  have  occurred  ;  advertise- 
ments have  been  inserted  for  evidence  or 
information  against  me  ;  and  a  pamphlet 
published,  called  A  Discourse,  foisted  on 
the  public  as  a  discussion  on  Copenhagen, 
but  evidently  meant  as  an  attack  upon  me ; 
the  preface  and  appendix  constituting 
more  than  two  thirds  of  the  book,  full  of 
the  grossest  scurrilities,  evidently  meant  to 
prepare  the  country  for  the  present  attack 
on  me,  although  it  so  happened,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  never  heard  of  the  Etrusco 
till  the  morning  he  first  presented  himself 
to  the  house  on  the  subject !  This  author 
has  also  endeavoured  to  administer  another 
species  of  poison  to  the  public,  by  insidi- 
ously stating  that  I  had  only  been  so  many 
years  -afloat  afler  my  promotion  ;  that,  sir, 
was  my  misfortune  ;  I  had  not  interest 
enough  to  get  a  fVigate,  nor  could  I,  with* 
out  a  dereliction  of  my  bounden  duty, 
refuse  to  be  employed  by  his  majesty^s  go- 
vernment in  the  various  maimei-s  in  which 
they  have  chosen  for  the  last  fifleen  years 
to  direct  my  exertions. — ^Nothing,  sir,  can 
more  thoroughly'  mark  the  rancour  exer- 
cised against  me,  than  an  attack  which  an 
hon.  gentleman  made  upon  me,  with  so 
becoming  and  well-timed  a  liberality,  at 
the  moment  the  safety  of  my  life  was  a 
questionable  point  in  the  opinions  of  my 
physicians  ;  not  as  a  relevant  topic  of 
debate,  but  to  make  an  impression  against 
me  while  I  was  arraigned  under  a  ^lost 
serious  charge  ;  for  I  am  certain  my  ap-» 
pointment  as  captain  of  the  Baltic  fleet,* 
could  have  no  reference  whatever  to  the 
provisioning  of  the  Roc hfort  squadron ; 
and  yet  the  hon.  gentleman,  in  a  most 
unqualifiped  mahner,  while  arraigning  the  no* 
ble  lord's  conduct  who  has  no  successfully' 
president  at  the  head  of  the  board  of  ad  mi* 
ralty,  says,  '  his  appointment  of  sir  Home 
*  Popham  to  be  captain  of  the  Baltic  fleet 
'  \vas  an  outrage,  and  disgusted  every  offi- 
'  cer  in  the  fleet.*  Now,  sir,  I  wift  tell 
that  hon.  gentleman  that  the  appointment 
he  alluded  to  was  not  what  he  has  been 
pleased  'to  describe  it.  This  house  shall 
choose  between  that  hon.  gentleman's  high 
authority,  and  the  opinions  of  two  officers 
of  the  fiirst  rank  and  character  jii_Uie  ter« 
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Tice,  (whose  letters  happened  not,  like 
several  others  on  the  same  subject,  to  be 
destroyed  :)  the  senior,  an  admiral  nearly 
related  to  a  noble  lord  sitting  on  the  oppo- 
site bench ;  and  the  junior,  a  vice  admiral, 
sir  Thomas  Graves,  who  has  had  the  ho- 
nour of  receiving  the  thanks  of  this  house, 
and  the  highest  mark  of  his  sovereign's 
approbation,  added  to  what  is  equally 
dear  to  him,  the  most  unequivocal  testi- 
mony of  that  illustrious  hero  lord  Nelson, 
of  bis  meritorious  conduct  on  the  occasion 
for  which  these  honours  were  given.— 
'July  17th,  1807.  My  dear  sir;  I  was 
'  very  happy  to  find  from  admiral  Gam- 
'  bier  that  you  have  absolutely  received 

*  your  appomtmcnt  as  captain  of  the  fleet ; 

*  1  rejoice  in  it,  in  this  instance,  more  than 
'  I  should  probably  in  any  other,  because 

*  you  are  so  well* acquainted  with  the  Bal- 

*  tic,  where  the  fleet  is  supposed  to  be 
«  going.  I  think  from  your  great  profes- 
*.sional  knowledge,  resource,  and  activity, 

*  lord  Mulgrave  could  not  have  made  a 
'  more  judicious  choice  for  the  appoint- 

*  mcnt.     I  have  long  known  your  admiral : 

*  he  is  a  most  honourable  man  ;  and  al- 

*  though  you  have  never  been  on  service 
'  vvlth  him,  I  am  certain  your  assiduity 
'  will  gain  his  good  opinion.  I  wish  my 
'  flag  had  been  hoisted  ;  I  should  have 

*  rejoiced  in  acting  hand  in  hand  with  you : 
'  much  success  attend  you,  and  believe  me, 
'  my  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours,  C.  P.  Ha- 
'  MILTON.'— Extract  of  a  letter  from  vice 
admiral  sir  Thomas  Graves.  *  July  22nd, 
'  1807.     It  does  not  appear  that  th^  are 

*  certairt  who  are  to  be  your  flag  officers, 
'though  doubtless  long  since  appointed; 

*  all  agree  that  you  are  captain  of  the 
«  fleet,  which,  it  'is  said,  will  consist  of 
',  twenty  or  thirty  sail  of  the  line  ;  an 
<  invincible  force,  in  which  your  genius 
'  and  talents  will  have  ample  scope  :  and 

*  1  think  the  situation  you  hold  in  the  ex- 
«  pedition  is  as  creditable  to  those  who  ap- 

*  pointed  you,  as  I  am  persuaded  it  will  be 
«  advantageous  to  the  public,  and  honour- 
«  able  to  yourself  and  the  service.'  I  will 
submit  to  the  house,  whether  the  opmion 
of  these  officers,  written  at  a  moment  when 
they  little  expected  I  should  take  the 
liberty  of  making  it  public,  added  to  the 
opinion  of  three  very  respectable  officers 
who  were  then  at  the  board  of  admiralty, 
ought  not  to  have  more  weight  in  the  de- 
cision  of  the  noble  lord,  than  the  extraor^ 
dinary  acquiremenU  upon  those  topics  ot 
the  hon.  gentleman.  I  will  also,  if  the 
house  will  allow  mc  to  read  a  few  more 
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letters,  give  most  unanswerable  proof  that 
the  other  allegation  is  the  reverse  of  true, 
'  that  every  officer  was  disgusted  with  my 
'  appointment.^  I  am  really  quite  ashamed 
to  trespass  so  much  on  the  house;  but 
really,  sir,  the  hon.  gentleman  did  so  for- 
cibly press  the  unpopularity  of  my  appoint- 
ment, that  I  cannot  refrain  from  attempting 
to  remove  such  an  impression. — 'April 
'  9th,  1808.  My  dear  sir;  having  observed 
'  in  the  newspapers  an  assertion  made  in 
'  the  house  of  commons,  that  your  lat© 
'  appointment  as  captain  of  the  fleet  gave 
'  disgust  to  every  officer  in  the  expedition 
'  to  Copenhagen,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  as  one 
'  of  the  captains  employed  on  that  service, 
'  to  assure  you,  that  so  far  from  being  dis- 
'  gusted  or  displeased,  it  gave  me  most 

*  sincere  pleasure  to  see  you  in  a  situation 
'  I  conceived  you  so  perfectly  calculated 

*  to  fill  with  credit  to  yourself  and  to  youp 
'  country ;  an  opinion  most  fully  confirmed 
'  by  my  observations  on  your  zeal  and 
'  unwearie  dexertion^  at  Copenhagen ;  and 
'  I  have  much  satisfaction  in  saying,  lex- 

*  press  not  my  own  sentiments,  but  those 
'of all  my  brother  officers  I  was  in  the 
'  habits  of  intimacy  with,  which  I  believe 
'includes  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
'  fleet.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  shall 
'  rejoice  most  heartily  to  see  you  again 
'  in  a  situation  to  call  forth  your  talents 

*  for  the  good  of  the  service.  I  am,  my 
'  dear  sir,  &c.* — Extract  of  a  letter  from  » 
captain  in  the  Baltic  fleet :  '  April  18tb, 
'  1808.  Our  friends  here  inform  roe  you 
'  are  about  to  b«  employed  again ;  I,  who 

*  witnessed  your  unremitting  exertions  and 
'  abilities  at  Copenhagen,  with  the  general 

*  satisfaction  you  gave  both  army  and 
'  navy,  should  be  better  pleased  that  you 

*  were  in  the  same  situation  again,  rather 
'  than  in  command  of  a  single  ship.'— ^ 
Extract,  '  March  10th,  1808,  I  observe 
'  by  the  debates  of  the  4th  instant,  on  the 
'  subject  of  sir  Richard  Strachan's  squa* 
'  dron,  that  Mr.  Calcraft  has  asserted,  that 
'  lord  Mulgrave  has  committed  anoutra^ 
'  on  the  service  by  appointing;  you  captam 
'  of  the  fleet,  which  gave  universal  dissa- 
'tisfaction.  I  never  had  the  pleasure  of 
'  being  introduced  to  you  until  your  ac* 
'  ceptance  of  that  appointment ;  but  pre- 
'vious  to  your  arrival  at  Yarmouth,  a 
'  report  was  in  circulation  that  seme  offi» 
'  cers  intended  to  remonstrate  against  your 
'  appointment,  and  which  very  naturally 
*  from  the  novelty  of  puch  a  proceeding^, 
f  became  the  subject  of  conversation  among 
'  the  captains,  and  as  far  as  I  could  learu  ia 
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'  the  fifst  instance,  they  viewed  the  report 
'  more  as  a  squib  than  any  serious  intention 

*  to  pemenstrate.  I  have  ever  considered 
'  it  to  be  the  province  of  a  commander  in 
'  chief,  to  nominate  officers  who  are  to  be 

*  in>  confidential  situations  about  him,  espe- 
^  ciaiiy  as  in  your  case  :  that  nomination 
'  came  within  precedents  established,  not 
'  only  at  home  but  abroad,  and  I  was  sorry 
'  to  nnd  that  the  least  difference  of  opinion 
'  should  have  existed  on  the  propriety  of 
'-  your  appointment.  It  is  impossible  for 
*-  a  captain  of  a  fleet  to  give  universal  sa- 
*■  tisfaction  to  those  under  his  direction ; 

*  but  from  your  unremitting^  zeal  for  the 

*  service,  the  perfect  arrangement  of  your 
'  plans,  your  exertion  in  the  execution  of 
•^  them,  and  your  peraonal  attention  to  the 
*•  officers  of  the  fleet,  I  heard  you  spoken 

*  of  by  the  captains  with  whom  I  wa»  in 
'  the  habits  of  intimacy,  in  the  fleet,  in 

*  terms  which  reflect  the  highest  honour 
'  on  your  character  and  conduct ;  and  I 

*  really  feel  myself  called  upon  to  commu- 
'  nicate  those  my  sentiments  to  you.     I 

*  must  bee  leave  at  the  same  time  to  say,  I 
'  totally  disclaim  attaching  myself  to  any 

*  party :  I  only  come  forward  to  assure 

*  you  my  name  cannot  be  enrolled  among 
'■  those  who  are  represented  by  Mr.  Cal- 
^  craft  as  disgusted  with  your  appointment 

<  under  lord    Gambier ;    and   I  am  con- 

*  vinced  that  many  of  my  brother  officers 

*  who  are  now  at  sea  would,  if  they  were 

<  in  England,  be  glad  to  avail  themselves 
^  of  an  opportunity  to  do  yott  similar  jus- 

*  tice.'—.*  April  9th,  1808.  Dear  sir,  1 
'  was  astonished  to  see  reported  in  a  news- 
^  paper  in  a  late  debate  in  the  house  of 
^  commons,  an  assertion  made-  use  of  by 
'  Mr.  Calcraft  expressing  that  my  lord 
'  Mulgrave  had  committed  an  outrage  to 

*  the  service  in  appointing  you  captain  of 
'  the  fleet,  on  the  late  Baltic  expedition  ; 
«  and  if  my  memory  does  not  fail  me,  he 

*  said  •  disgusting-  to  his  brother  officers.' 
'  Such  an  assertion  calls  on  the  captains  of 
'  that  fleet  to  express  their  mind  ;  and  I, 

*  who  had  opportunity  of  seeing  your  great 
'  and  zealous  exertions,  both  in  the  fleet 
'  and  on  shore,  and  of  hearing  the  senti- 
^  ments  of  navy  and  army,  feel  that  an 
«  outrage  has  been  committed  against  lord 

*  Mulgrave  and  yourself,  and  against  the 
^  SMitiments  of  the  captains  of  that  fleet. 
-•  It  is  true,  I  read  in  a  newspaper  when  off* 
^  Copenhagen,  that  some  disapprobation 
«  had  been  expresse^l  by  the  captains  at 
«  your  appointment ;  but  I  do  affirm  that  I 
'  never  heard  an  expression,  director  indi- 


rect, tending  lo  insinuate  such  a  sentiment 
by  any  of  my  brother  officers  ;  on  the 
contrary,  there  appeared  to  me  but  one 
opinion,  that  of  the  greatest  confidence  in 
your  abilities,  and  approbation  at  your 
being  selected  to  fill  so  honourable  and 
arduous  a  situation  on  an  expedition  so 
big  with  great  events.  I  can  only  lament 
that  your  being  now  appointed  to  the 
conmiand  of  a  ship  will,  in  a  great  degree, 
cramp  your  exertions,  but  I  sincerely 
hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  tho 
country  will  reap  the  benefit  of  your 
great  abilities  on  a  greater  and  wider 
scale.  With  every  sentiment,  &c.' — 
Rxtract:  '  March  12th,  1808.  Although 
Mr.  Calcrafl  has  taken  upon  himself  to 
assert  in  the  house  of  commons  that  your 
appointment  as  captain  of  the  Baltic 
fleet  gave  universal  disgust,  I  do  assure 
you  it  is  not  a  fact.  Some  few  officers 
made  spme  objections,  but  I  am  <;ertain 
four-fifths  were  decidedly  in  your  favour; 
and  as  to  your  conduct  after  your  ap- 
pointment, it  vras  such,  in  personal  at- 
tention, arrangement,  promptitude,  un* 
ceasing  exertion,  and  zeal  in  the  faithfiil 
discharge  of  your  duty,  as  obtained  yoa 
the  highest  credit  with  every  officer  I 
conversed  with  on  the  subject.  I  am, 
&c.'— Extract :  'May  leth,  1808.  I 
vrznt  words  to  express  my  astonishment 
at  the  observations  (respecting  your  ap- 
pointment as  captain  of  the  Baltic  fleet) 
made  by  Mr.  Calcrafl ;  as  the  fiict  is, 
that  so  far  fi'om  an  outrage,  it  was  con- 
formable to  several  precedents,  and  so 
popular  in  the  fleet,  that  I  never  heard 
one  dissenting  voice ;  and  on  the  con- 
clusion of  the  service,  every  officer  in  the 
fleet,  in  their  general  conversation,  bore 
the  highest  testimony  to  the  impartiality, 
unremitted  zeal,  promptitude,,  spirit,  ac- 
tivity, most  gentlemanlike  and  eoagenial 
deportment,  with  which  you  conducted 
yourself,  and  thereby  gave  such  cheerful 
and  universal  satisfaction.  As  to  myself 
who  have  served  upwards  of  thirty  years 
in  the  navy,  I  can  only  observe,  that  I 
think  the  country  highly  indebted  to 
lord  Mulgrave  for  his  discernment  and 
judicious  selection,  in  appointing  You 
captain  of  the  Baltic  fleet.^ — ^These  let- 
ters are  written  by  officers,  who  either 
commanded  line  of  battle  ships  in  the  ex* 
pedition  to  Copenhagen,  or  ao  command 
them  now  ;  many  of  them  I  never  saw  be- 
fore that  expedition,  and  probably  it  wiU 
be  well  not  to  read  their  names,  as  it  may 
tend  to  some  party  irritation^  bii(  thi^ 
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will  rest  with  the  honoarable  gentlen^an. 
I  trust  the  house  will  excuse  me  tor  taking 
up  so  much  of  its  time,  but  I  must  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman  Whether,  if  any  pre- 
judices existed  to  ray  appointment,  any 
had  manifested  themselves  to  my  conduct 
in  that  appointment?  I  shall  feel  the 
greatest  obligation  to  that  honourable  gen- 
tleman if  he  will  produce  any  three  officers, 
and  I  will  give  him  the  wide  range  of  an 
extensive  army  to  go  to,  who  hatre  any 
fault  to  find  with  my  conduct,  personal  or 
public,  in  the  diAerent  duties  entrusted  to 
my  care.  And  I  shall  now  ask  any  can- 
did mind,  whether  entering  on  a  depart- 
Uaent  under  the  disadvantages  of  personal 
prejudice,  and  retiring  under  the  approba- 
tion of  his  general  conduct,  is  not  more 
meritorious  than  entering  on  a  department 
without  any  adverse  prejudice,  and  retir- 
ing without  the  least  approbation. — It  will 
ill  become  me  to  enter  upon  my  immediate 
answera  to  the  different  points  which  the 
bon.  gent,  has  urged  with  so  much  inge- 
nuity, before  I  ofier  to  you,  sir,  and  to  this 
house,  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  pa- 
tience and  indulgence  with  which  I  have 
already  been  honoured.  The  house,  how. 
ever,  will  observe,  that  the  transactions 
now  under  discussion  originated  twenty 
years  ago ;  and  as  all  other  efforts  have 
failed  to  abase  me  in  the  estimation  of  my 
country,  these  have  been  resorted  to.  The 
Cape,  Buenos  Ayres,  and  Copenhagen, 
have  been  worked  threadbare ;  no  more 
is  expected  to  result  from  them,  and  as 
little  1  trust  will  result  from  this ;  for  what- 
ever length  the  examination  may  go  to,  it 
can  never  alter  the  principal  feature  of  the 
case,  that  I  preferred  active  employment 
to  the  dissipation  of  every  description 
which  at  that  time  I  might  have  entered 
into.  The  charges  which  the  hon.  gent. 
has  brought  forward,  I  shall  class  under 
four  heads ;  that  I  went  to  India  without 
the  consent  of  the  East  India  Company, 
contrary  to  their  exclusive  charter  ;  that 
I  had  smuggled  part  of  the  cargo  of  the 
Etrusco  into  Ireland  and  England ;  that  I 
had  absconded  from  India ;  and  had  es- 
caped firom  the  ship  in  Ostend  roAs.  If 
I  was  disposed,  sir,  to  contend  that  the 
last  letter  from  the  admiralty  was  the  only 
one  which  was  binding  on  me,  T  mi^ht 
certainly  do  so,  and  in  that  letter  it  has 
been  seen  that  no  restriction  whatever  was 
imposed  on  me  in  regard  to  the  Company's 
settlements  :  it  gave  me  unrestrictea  leave 
to  go  to  India,  and  to  re4^  two  years  at 
Frederickiiagore,  on  the  express  condition 


of  my  resigning  my  half  pay :  but  I  will 
not  separate  the  inference  which  might 
be  drawn  from  the  first  application,  which 
was  rejected,  and  in  which  application  I 
stated  I  had  no  intention  of  going  to  the 
Company's  settlements  with  a  view  of  re* 
maining  there.  I  will  state  the  fact  to 
the  house  exactly  as  it  stood.  When  I 
sailed  from  Europe  it  was  my  intention  to 
domicile  myself  at  Serampour.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  I  should  not  ha^e  stopped  at 
Calcutta  on  passing,  but  my  fixed  resi- 
dence would  certainly  have  been  in  the 
former  place.  In  my  voyage  out,' how- 
ever, the  ship  struck  on  an  unknown  rock 
in  the  Mozambique  channel :  I  was  oblig- 
ed to  ^o  to  Bombay,  and  on  my  arrival 
there  I  found  several  English  ships  under 
foreign  cofeurs,  commanded  by  English- 
men, and  who  bad  sailed  from  the  port  of 
Ostend  in  the  same  manner  I  had  done. 
The  treatment  which  these  ships  had  ex- 
perienced from  the  government  of  Bombay, 
certainly  changed  «y  view  of  the  subject ; 
no  restrictions  were  enforced  on  them,  no 
law  put  in  force  against  thrtn,  and  the  po- 
licy of  encouraging  this  trade  was  an  ob- 
vious feature  in  the  general  oenduct  of  the 
government  and  the  servants  of  4»he  com- 
f>any.  Under  these  circumstances  was  it 
not,  sir,  natural  that  I  should  avail  myself 
of  the  same  attention,  and  the  same  advan- 
tages, which  were  held  out  to  others  at  the 
time  it  was  supposed  they  were  offending 
against  a  prohibitory  law  of  the  company  ? 
From  Bombay  I  went  to  Madras ;  from 
Madras  to  Calcutta,  though  not  in  my 
ship  ;  and  on  the  moment  of  my  arrival 
there,  I  was  applied  to  by  the  governor- 
li^eneral  to  assist  on  a  particular  service 
ordered  by  the  court  of  directors ;  I  in 
course  acceded  to  the  proposition ;  and 
having  now  occasion  to  state  that  I  was  so 
employed  by  lord  Cornwall  is,  I  beg  to 
disclaim  Che  slightest  intention  of  aspersing 
the  character  of  that  illustrious  nobleman* 
by  any  thing  I  could  ever  have  said  on  the 
subject  of  his  conduct  towards  me.  All  I 
meant  to  state  was,  that  the  governor-ge- 
neral knew  I  was  a  British  subject,  and 
that  I  was  in  the  command  of  a  foreign 
ship  :  and  although  the  hen.  gent,  has 
stated  that  the  government  of  India  had 
not  the  power  of  prosecuting  the  ship,  yet 
he  had  the  power  of  seizing  me,  as  an  ia- 
dividual,  and  sending  me  under  an  arrest 
to  EnsrUnd;  a  power,  I  believe,  equally 
possessed  by  all  the  presidencies  of  India : 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  government  not 
only  abstained  from  noticing  the  trade  in 
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ivhich  I  had  been  engaged,  but,  conceiving 
I  had  performed  some  services  to  the  Com- 
pany by  gratuitously  applying  my  pro- 
fessional exertions  in  various  instances, 
wrote  in  the  strongest  terms  to  the  court  of 
directors  ;  which  letter,  page  45,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  reading,  and  by  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  court  of  directors 
was  particularly  solicited  to  recommend 
me  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty.  Extract 
of  the  public  letter  from  the  governor-ge- 
neral in  council  of  Bengal,  dated  Nov: 
'25th,  1 79 1 ,  to  the  court  of  directors :  '  You 

*  will  observe,  in  his  letter  dated  the  8th  of 

*  September,  that  Mr.  Popham,  a  lieu- 

*  tenant  in  his  majesty's  navy,  has  rendered 
'  a  very  important  service  to  your  settle- 

*  ment  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Island, 
'  and  to  the  navigation  of  that  part  of  India, 

*  by  effecting  a  survey  of  the  south  chan- 

*  nel ;  and  ascertaining  that  vessels  of  any 

*  depth  of  water  not  exceeding  twenty- 

*  four  feet,  may  now  make  their  passage, 

*  and  thus  avoid  a  great  loss  of  time,  to 

*  which,  previous  to  the  survey,  they  were 

*  obliged  to  submit  in  working  out  of  the 

*  harbour  of  Pulo  Penang  to   the  north- 

*  ward,  when  bound  to  the  southward. 
«  Mr.  Popham  has  been  desired  to  deliver 
'  to  us  a  chart  of  his  survey  upon  this  oc- 

*  casion,  and  we  shall  transmit  it  to  you 

*  when  we  receive  it,  reserving  a  copy  to 

*  be  kept  in  this  country.    The  present  in- 

*  sUnce  is  not  the  first,  of  a  liberal  exertion 
'  made  by  Mr.  Popham  in  the  line  of  his 

*  profession  for  the  service  of  the  Company 

*  in  India.    At  the  request  of  government 

*  he  assisted  in  the  year  1788  in  the  survey 

*  of  New  Harbour  and  the  adjacent  chan- 
'  nel ;  and  to  the  merit  thus  acquired,  he 
'  has  now  added  that  arisin<2;  frotn  the  per- 

*  formance  of  a  service  likely  to  prove 
'  highly  advantageous  to  your  commercial 

*  interests.     Unemployed  as  Mr.  Popham 

*  is  mider  the  Company,  his  zeal,  and  gra- 
« tuitous  direction- of  his  professional  talents 
'  to  the  advancement  of  the  public  good, 

*  on  the  two  occasions  we  have  mentioned, 

*  and  especially  the  last,  claimed  more 
'  than  common  notice,  and  we  have  ac- 

*  cordingly  expressed  to  him  our  sense  of 
'  the  read  mess  he  has  manifested  to  pro- 
'  mote  the  hiterests  of  your  service.  We 
'  have  abo  directed  that  a  piece  of  plate 

*  may  be  prepared,  bearing  an  inscription 

*  expressive  of  the  occasion  upon  which  it 

*  is  givei^;  and  we  have  instructed  our 

*  secretary  to  present  it  to  him  in  the  name 

*  of  the  governor-general  in  council.  Per- 
«  Biit  us  to  request  that  the  services  per- 


*  formed  by  Mr.  Popham  may  be  repre- 
«  sented  in  the  terms  they  merit  by  your 

*  honourable  court  to  the  lords  commis- 
'  sioners  of  the  admiralty  in  England.'  In 
consequence  of  this  recommendation  I 
was  reinstated  in  his  majesty's  service, 
which,  but  for  the  war  of  1793, 1  never 
should  have  had  the  honour  of  being.  In 
this  transaction,  sir,  I  must  therelore  be 
considered,  as  a  private  individual,  and 
could  not,  in  the  words  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  resolution,  have  "  disgraced 
the  character  of  a  British  oflScer."  The 
papers  on  your  table  prove  that  I  waa 
stmck  off  the  list  of  lieutenanU  in  April 
1791,  Iheard  of  it  in  October;  and  believe 
the  Etrusco,  which  was  taken  by  admiral 
Hubinson  in  Ostend  road,  was  purchased 
by  me  in  December  of  the  same  year  ; 
and  however  I  might  have  erred  as  a  lico^ 
tenant  by  going  to  India  on  a  mercantile 
speculation,  I  certainly  had  a  right,  when 
I  was  no  longer  in  the  service,  to  pursue 
that  speculation,  with  every  exertion  I 
possessed,  for  the  sake  of  my  family.  And 
here,  sir,  I  cannot  help  asking,  against 
whom  was  I  offending  ?  Was  I  oftending 
against  any  general  law  of  the  country? 
No,  but  against  the  protecting  law  of  the 
monopoly  of  the  East  India  Cortpany. 
Did  the  Company  prosecute  me?  No;, 
but  they  re  warden  me  by  recommending 
me,  after  my  sins,  to  the  notice  of  his  ma- 
jesty's government.  In  short,  sir,  it  was 
the  policy  of  the  Company  at  that  time,  if 
not  to  encourage,  certainly  to  counten- 
ance, the  trade  of  English  capitals  under 
foreign  flags;  and  every  body  considered 
the  relaxation  of  the  governments  in  India, 
in  enforcing  their  protecting  law  againat 
the  foreign  trade,  as  amounting  almost  to 
an  abrogation  of  it.  With  respect,  Air,  to 
the  expences  of  captain  Robinson,  it  was 
not  owing  to  any  fault  of  mine,  or  any 
neglect  on  my  part,  that  they  have  not 
been  paid  long  ago.  On  my  return  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  my  proctor  pre- 
sented me  with  the  account's  ;  and  seeing 
upwards  of  900/.  for  travelling  and  in« 
cidental  charges  from  1793,  when  the  ship 
was  tjJen,  till  1803,  when  the  captor  had 
no  occasion  to  travel  any  more,  and  an 
interest  on  tfiat  sum  of  near  300/.  making 
in  all  1200/.,  I  do  confess  I  hesitated  to 
pay  it ;  and  am  certain  every  person  will 
feel  that  the  charge  is  a  little  extraordinary 
for  travelling  to  Deptford,  where  the  ship 
lay,  or  to  London,  for  a  few  opinions  on 
the  mode  of  pllbecuting  her ;  and  was  it; 
not  a  little  extraordinary  doriag  the  last 
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five  years,  not  a  stroke  of  law  was  struck  ? 
These  accounts  are  now  before  the  regis- 
ter of  the  court  of  admiralty,  and  mer- 
chants of  the  city  of  London,  duly  ap- 
pointed; and  I  am  happy  to  say,  as  a 
proof  of  the  propriety  of  my  objection, 
that  they  struck  otii  the  interest  the  moment 
they  saw  it.  The  agent  of  admiral  Ro- 
binson refijsed  the  arbitration  of  gentle- 
men  whom  I  proposed,  as  I  consider  it  on 
all  occasions  the  best  reference  for  points 
in  dispute ;  and  which,  as  I  before  had  the 
honour  of  mentioning  in  this  house,  was 
the  course  I  pursued  towards  Messrs.  Pax- 
ton,  antecedent  to  this  case  being  tried ; 
and  which  I  have  again  done  by  my  soli- 
citor, although  the  issue  of  that  trial  was 
against  them. — ^Now,  as  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  charge  of  absconding  from 
justice,  how  does  that  stand  ?  A  coarser 
observation  was  never  applied  to  any  in- 
dividual ;  in  the  same  way  I  felt  many  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  observations ; 
but  as  he  has  not  been  called  to  order  by 
the  house,  I  must  rest  satisfied  the  language 
he  used  was  completely  within  its  rules. 
In  one  month  after  the  capture  of  the 
EtniBco,  I  was  reinstated  on  the  list  of 
lieutenants,  and  ftppointed  to  act  with  the 
army  in  Holland,  and  I  do  not  believe  any 
<^cer  in  that  army  will  accuse  roe  of  ab-' 
sconding  from  the  various  and  fatiguing 
duties  which  my  situation  in  it  imposed 
upon  me ;  I  did  not  return  to  England  till 
1796,  nor  did  I  even  hear  of  the  compul- 
sory process  till  it  was  mentioned  in  this 
house  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  The 
honourable  member  has  stated  too,  that 
just  before  the  Etrusco  was  seized,  a  person 
had  escaped  from  her  with  a  boat-load  of 
goods;  that  person,  sir,  was  myself:  I 
had  an  undoubted  right  to  act  as  I  pleased ; 
to  hoist  my  boats  out  when  I  pleased,  and 
to  go,  where  it  was  very  natural  I  should 
go,  to  see  my  family,  after  an  absence  of 
twenty  months.  That  I  did  take  such 
articles  as  1  thought  would  be  acceptable 
presents  to  my  family,  is  most  true;  I 
wish  I  had  taken  twenty  boat-loads ;  and 
if  I  could  have  taken  the  ship  into  Ostend 
harbour,  then,  I  apprehend,  the  honour-' 
able  and  learned  gentleman  would  not 
have  had  this  opportunity  of  making  his 
liberal  practise  on  my  character.  But  if 
there  was  any  impix>priety  in  my  going 
on  shore,  why  did  not  the  gallsUit  officer 
whose  conduct  has  been  so  highly  extolled 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  prevent  me  ? 
The  reason,  I  conclude,*  may  be  easily  in-4 
fecred  by  reading  admiral  Wole's  deposi- 


tion, therefore  on  this  point  I  shall  make 
no  further  comment.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  asserted  that  a  bribe  had  > 
been  offered  to  admiral  Robinson  to  re- 
linquish the  capture ;  I  can  only  say,  I 
never  heard  of  this  extraordinary  circum* 
stance  till  this  night ;  nor  can  1  imaging 
that  any  person  was  so  much  interested  in 
the  ship  and  cargo  as  myself,  or  could 
possibly  have  been  justified  in  advancing 
so  extravagant  a  proposition;  and  this 
was  my  reason  for  not  denying  it. — I 
now,  sir,  come  to  the  charge  of  smug- 
gling, so  unwarrantably  asserted  by  the 
hon.  gent. :  and  I  must  deny,  in  the  most 
unqualified  manner,  that  the  least  article 
of  the  cargo  was  landed  in  Ireland.  I 
trust  the  house  will  allow  me  to  read  a 
letter  from  the  reverend  Mr.  Tisdale,  the 
magistrate  of  Crookhaven,  who  has  also 
written  in  similar  terms  to  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Cork.  I  referred  to  Mr.  Tisdale 
for  all  the  information  he  could  procure 
on  the  subject  of  the  charge  of  smuggling 
in  Ireland,  and  this  was  his  reply  : — *  My 
'dear  sir;  my  being  absent  from  home 
'  these  five  weeks  past  prevented  me  from 
'  receiving  your  favour  of  the  1 8th  ultimo 
'  till  this  morning,  and  I  lose  not  one  mo- 
'  ment  in  answering  it,  as  well  to  comply 
'  with  your  request,  as  to  gratify  my  own 

*  feelings  in  rendering  you  every  service 
'  (if  it  is  any)  in  my  power.  •  The  charge 

*  brought  against  you  as  for  as  relates  to 
'  Ireland  has  surprised  me  very  much.  If 
'  any  thing  of  the  kind  had  occurred,  I 
'  must,  most  assuredly,  have  known  it,  firom 
'  the  close  intimacy  that  subsisted  at  the 
'  time  between  us  ;  but  so  far  from  your 
'  having  disposed  of  any  thing  in  Ireland, 
'  I  have  known  you  to  reject  several  consi- 
'  derable  offers  made  to  you  by  different 

*  persons  to  induce  you  to  dispose  of  teas, 
'  or  any  other  article  you  might  have  had 
'  on  board ;    nay  so  very  cautious  were 

*  you,  that  I  confess  I  found  myself  drsap- 
'  pointed  in  being  refused  by  you  as  much 
'  as  one  or  two  boxes   of  tea   for  Mrs. 

*  Tisdale.  I  was  present  when,  immedi- 
'  ately  on  your  arrival  here,  you  issued 
'  the  most  positive  orders  both  to  the 
'  officers  and  crew  of  the  L'Etrusco,  on  na 
'  account  whatever  to  attempt  to  dispose 
*.  of  any  article,  even  of  their  private  pro- 
'  pertv  ;  which  order  was,  I  believe,  most' 
'  rigidly  observed.  I  went  round  to  Cork^ 
'  with  you  in  the  ship,  and  staid  with  you 
'  until  the  vessel  had  cleared  that  harbour; 
'  during  the  whole  of  which  time  I  can 

*  safely  and  conscientiously,  I  think,  assert. 
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*  that  not  one  pound  of  tea  or  any  other 
'  article  was  taken  out  of  her.     Your  inno- 

•  cence  of  the  charge  brought  against  you 

*  here,  appears  so  clear  to  me,  that  I  should 
'     ''feel  great  satisfaction,  as  far  in  me  lies, 

^  in  any  act  of  mine  that  would  tend  to 

*  your  justification  in  the  opinion  ot  the 
'  public,  as  well  as  that  of  your  friends ; 
'  and  should  you  think  that  any  other 
'  light  can  be  thrown  on  the  busmess  by 
^  me,  I  have  to  request  you  may  command 
/  my  services.  I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great 
'  regard,  very  truly  yours,  Fitzgerald  Tis- 

*  dale.    Crookhaven,  March  8th,  1 808.     I 

•  write  by  this  post  to  my  friend,  colonel 

♦  Longfield,  one  of  the  representatives  for 

•  the  city  of  Cork,  on  this  subject.'  Now, 
»ir,  if  there  was  any  thing  in  the  character 
of  the  voyage  which  led  to  a  suspicion 
that  smuggling  was  its  object,  1  do  submit 
to  the  house,  whether  Crookbaven,  where 
there  was  no  custom- bouse  officer  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  where  such  offers 
were  made  *  as  would  tempt  any  man  to 
sin,  was  not  the  place  to  have  effected  this 
purpose  ?  Besides,  1  remained  long  enough 
m  Ireland  to  have  entered  into  a  systematic 
arrangement  with  my  correspondents  in 
England  for  vessels  to  meet  mcf  off  Scilly, 
vrhich  was  the  position  where  the  English 
Indiamen  discharged  their  teas  when  that 
was  a  usage  which  generally  obtained  in 
the  service.  On  the  contrary,  when  I 
sailed  from  Ireland,  I  sailed  under  the  con- 

^  voy  of  the  Diadem  ;  and  as  captain 
Sutherland  vrished  to  be  ready  to  chase  on 
all  occasions,  he  directed  me  to  wear  a 
pendant  and  lead  the  convoy,  llie  in- 
structions I  issued  are  in  papers  on  your 
table;  and  it  will  be  there  seen,  that 
hoisting  a  Tuscan  jack  at  the  mizen  top- 
mast  head  was  the  signal  for  the  convoy 
to  proceed  to  the  Downs,  while  the 
Etrusco  prosecuted  her  voyage  to  Ostend. 
The  contradictory  depositions  in  the  print- 
ed exhibits  of  men  of  all  nations,  and 
which  were  taken  by  captain  Robinson's 
proctor,  do  certainly  assert,  that  from  two 
to  five  boxes  of  tea  were  delivered  from 
the  ship  between  Hastings  and  Dungeness. 
By  reference,  however,  to  the  marshal's 
sales,  and  the  schedule  of  the  teas  which 
I  claimed,  it  will  be  seen,  that  all. the  teas 
belonging  to  me  were  sold  in  London, 
except  one  box,  and  i^  it  not  natural  to 
suppose  that  the  one  box  was  used  in  the 
Yoyage  home  ?  I  have  taken  much  pains 
to  ascertain  to  whom  these  teas  belonged  ; 
I  have  not  succeeded  ;  but  it  is  universally 
allowed  that  they  were  given  to  the  Hait* 


ings  pilot,  and  when  the  ship  was  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  hovering  act,  and  conse- 
quently there  was  no  law  to  prevent  my 
haying  unloaded  the  whole  ship.  It  might 
as  well  be  said,  that  if  I  was  accessary  to 
the  smuggling,  I  might  have  been  equally 
so  in  selling  the  whole  of  the  cargo  at 
Ostend.  But,  sir,  to  stnp  this  transaction 
of  all  the  elegant  and  ingenious  decoration 
in  which  the  hon.  gent,  has  involved  it, 
the  naked  fact  is,  that  a  pilot,  about  to 
take  charge  of  a  very  valuable  ship  over 
shoals  which  would  shake  the  strongest 
nerves,  had  importuned,  as  was  the  custom 
with  every  ship  passing  up  the  Channel, 
for  a  few  boxes  of  teas ;  and  when  the 
Etrusco  had  near  four  thousand  chests  on 
board,  could  the  granting  this,  in  the 
^mind  of  any  just  or  liberal  man,  be  called 
smuggling?  That  this  was  the  extent  of 
the  teas  which  went  out  of  the  ship,  al- 
though there  were  boats  enough  to  have 
laden  the  whole  cargo,  must  be  seen  by 
the  following  letter  from  the  master  of  a 
revenue  cutter ;  '  Tyger,  revenue  cutter, 
'Guernsey,  24th  February,  1808.  Sir^ 
'  seeing  by  the  papers,  one  of  the  roem- 
'  hers  wishes  to  prove,  that  you  run  your 
'  cargo  off  Dungeness,  I  beg  you  will  re- 
'  member,  that  I  boarded  your  ship  to  the 
■ '  westward  of  the  Ness,  supposing  her  to 
'be  one  of  his  majesty's  ships  bound  up 
'  the  river,  and  might  want  a  pilot,  at 

*  which  time  I  viras  one ;  at  same  time, 
'  you  must  recollect  we  towed  alongside 
'  your  ship,  nearly  up  to  Dover,  where 
'  we  lefl  you  proceeding  for  Ostend. 
'  Likewise  6eg  to  inform  you  what  passed 
'  in  the  boat  after  we  left  the  ship,  between 
'  the  boat's  crew  and  myself.  I  asked 
'  them  whether  there  was  any  thing  to  dis- 
'  pose  of  on  board  the  ship ;  they  answered 
'  me  no,  they  might  as  well  go  on  board 
'  a  li^ht  collier ;   that    captain  Popham 

*  woi^d  not  suffer  such  a  thing  to  be  done ; 
'  at  the  same  time  they  informed  me  they 
'  had  heard  on  board*  the  ship  that  yoa 

*  allowed  your  officers  to  let  the  Hastmgs 
'  pilot  hare  three  or  four  boxes  of  tea.  I 
'  perfectly  remember  my  boat's  crew 
'  being  very  angry  at  being  on  board  a 
'  ship  from  India,  and  could  not  purchase 
'  any  thing.  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
'  humble  servant,  William  Blake."  In 
most  situations,  men's  actions  are  guided 
by  some  motive  ;  in  a  mercantile  transac- 
tion, profit  would  be  the  leading  feature. 
Now,  I  have  endeavoured  to  trace  who  had 

^received  the  money  for  these  teas ;  the 
executors  of  Mr.  Charnock  dui  find  .Wk 
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entry  in  this  book,  from  which  I  am  in- 
duced to  think  it  was  considered  for  the 
pilotage.  But  what  was  the  value  of  these 
four  boxes ;  9/.  a  box  ;  and.  the  duty,  as 
it  was  then  rated,  would  not  exceed  29/. 
on  the  whole  :  consequently,  the  loss  to 
the  revenue,  if  the  teas  were  ever  landed, 
of  which  there  is  no  proof  whatever,  could 
only  be  the  duty,  which  must  have  been 
gained  by  the  person  who  received  the 
teas.  Having  stated  fairly  all  I  knew  of 
this  transaction,  which  had  taken  place 
no  many  years  ago,  was  it,  I  ask,  such 
as  to  merit  the  harah  expressions  which 
have  been  appli^  to  it  ?  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  used  half  the  exer- 
tion to  prove  the  direct  acts  of  smuggling 
while  the  ship  was  in  possession  of  the 
captors,  as  he  has  to  prove  my  being  dis- 
interestedly accessary  to  four.boxes  going 
out  of  the  ship,  he  might  have  more  de- 
cidedly succeeded  ;  to  what  extent  it  was 
then  going  on,  nobody  can  calculate ;  but 
the   returns  from  the   custom-house  can 

Srove,  that  goods  were  seized  alongside 
er  in  the  attempt  to  land,  and  the  boats 
condemned ;  this  prevented  the  account 
of  the  cargo  ever  being  regularly  ba- 
lanced. I  cannot,  sir,  but  be  convinced, 
and  I  am  sure  the  same  feeling  must  per- 
Tade  this  Kouse  and  the  country,  that  it 
is  impossible  to  find  any  person  who  was 
more  particularly  fitted  for  this  investi- 
gation than  the  hon.  gentleman.  It  must 
be  well  known  that  one  of  his  hon.  relations 
has  had  a  long  and  intimate  connection 
with  his  majesty's  proctor  in  Doctors' 
Commons ;  so  extensive  indeed,  and  so 
various,  was  the  practice  of  that  office, 
that  it  becamib  a  subject  of  discussion  in 
this  house  ;  and  as  a  branch  of  the  same 
connection  still  remains,  where  could  he 
better  apply  for  the  course  of  judicial 
proceeding  against  the  Etrusco,  or  against 
any  ship,  or  mr  any  ship  ?  Nor  could  he 
have  a  more  ample  source  of  information 
of  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
this  couptry  and  Ostend,  than  by  applying 
to  another  branch  of  his  family,  wnose 
partner  has  been  known  (if  I  am  not  de- 
ceived by  my  information)  to  have  re- 
mained for  weeks  together  at  Ostend, 
sorting  his  goods  fi'om  India,  and  selecting 
those  best  calculated  for  an  active  impor- 
tation into  this  country.  (Mr.  Lushington 
called  out,  '  Name,  name.')  Mr.  Maver, 
sir,  your  uncle's  partner.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  commented  much  upon  the 
affidavit,  and  the  memorials  presented  by 
me  to  the  treasury.    The  affidavit  7Q<^pi- 
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tulated  the  joint  concern  of  Constatt, 
Piron,  and  myself ;  it  really  only  claimed 
one-third  of  that  joint  concern  ;  and  it 
asserted  that  no  Frenchman  had  an  inter- 
est in  that  one*third,  or  in  any  part  of  the 
ship,  or  the  rest  of  the  cargo.  But  he 
might  have  gone  further ;  for  Piron  never 
paid  a  shilling  ;  and  was  6nly  introduced 
by  Constant  to  have  an  eventual  profit,  or 
to  bear  a  similar  loss  :  and  it  was  in  the 
time  of  perfect  peace  when  this  adventure 
commenced  in  China. — Now,  as  to  the 
memorial,  which  only  asserted  that  I  un- 
advisedly entered  upon  these  voyages  to 
India,  and  that  I  did  not  know  1  was  in- 
fracting any  general  law  of  the  country, 
but  a  law  partially  protecting  the  India 
company,  who  had  countenanced  and 
protected  me  in  the  very  ultimatum  of 
these  speculations.  I  never  went  clandes- 
tinely to  India ;  I  kept  no  part  of  my 
transactions  there  a  secret  at  home ;  all 
the  papers  which  are  upon  your  table 
were  printed  fourteen  years  ago,  and  were 
before  the  court  of  appeals,  where  some 
of  the  highest  characters  then  in  England 
sat,  and  were  convened  several  times  on 
this  subject.  They  saw  all  the  depositions, 
and  must  have  been  satisfied  that  no  idea 
of  smuggling,  in  the  true  acceptance  of  the 
word,  could  have  existed.  When  the  me- 
morial was  presented  by  me  to  the  lords  of 
the  treasury,  it  was  accompanied  by  all 
the  documents  which  are  before  the  house, 
and  all  that  had  been  admitted  at  Doctor's 
Commons  ;  it  was  presented  in  the  admi- 
nistration preceding  Mr.  Pitt's  last  admi- 
nistration ;  and  certainly  under  the  most 
inauspicious  circumstances,  for  I  was  at 
that  moment  acting  in  opposition.  The 
papers  were  refjprred  by  Mr.  Serjeant,  one 
of  the  secretaries  of  the  treaspry,  to  the 
king's  proctor,  and  his  report  was  made 
before  the  close  of  that  administration  ; 
the  king's  proctor  had  been  the  proctor  of 
captain  Robinson  during  the  whole  of  hit 
controversy;  he  had  been  his  legal  ad- 
viser from  the  moment  he  first  seised  the 
Etrusco  till  the  suit  was  concluded  ;  and 
therefore,  I  contend,  that  as  an  honest  man, 
reporting  in  his  official  situation,  as  proctor 
to  his  majesty,  he  should  have  reported 
every  circumstance  which  appeared  to 
him  derogatory  or  flagitious  in  my  con- 
duct; and  in  pouat  of  gratitude  to  captain 
Robinson,  as  his  proctor,  be  should,  as  far 
as  he  conscientiously  could,  have  reported 
in  such  a  way  as  to  have  obtained  the 
greatest  remuneration  for  him  and  the 
least  for  me  j  his  not  having  done  to. 
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vflen  my  political  conduct  must  have 
been  so  obnoxious  to  the  then  existing  ad- 
diiinistration,  is,  I  submit,  a  conclusive 
argument  that  my  claim  was  just.  As  to 
Mr.  Constant,  he  had  received  in  the  year 
1768,  10,000/.  and  in  1800,  2197/.  which 
sums,  with  the  legal  interest  to  which,an 
the  hands  of  a  merchant,  it  was  justly  en- 
titled, would,  before  I  received  one  farth- 
ing, have  amounted  to  16,000/.  and  yet  I 
never  asked  him  for  a  halfpenny,  nor  did 
k  strike  him  that  it  was  right  to  ofler  me 
one,  during  the  five  years  it  was  doubted 
whether  I  should  receive  a  farthing.  His 
plea  that  I  did  not  pay  thirty  thousand 
dollars  into  the  treasury  is  ridiculous  ;  be« 
cause  we  had  more  money  offered  than  we 
could  dispose  of,  as  our  remittance  was  so 
very  superior  to  the  public  remittance  at 
Canton.  Grant  all  which  Mr.  Constant 
claimed,  52,000  dollars,  in  which  is  in- 
cluded Piron's  bond,  he  had  but  an  inter- 
est originally,  even  allowing  the  highest 
exchange  on  his  dollars,  of  about  15,000/. ; 
and  yet  he  received  16,000/.  before  I  re- 
ceived one  farthing.  My  loss  is  the  ship, 
which  by  the  papers  before  the  house,  is 
valued  at  20,000/.  the  freight  27,000/.  the 
19,000  dollars,  which  is  between  5  and 
6,000/.  and  my  individual  property,  sche- 
dule B,  10,000/.  making  in  all  63,000/. 
and  what  I  have  received,  with  what  I  am 
to  receive,  will  amount  to  about  19,000/. ; 
and  as  Mr.  Chamock  was  the  greatest  suf- 
ferer by  bis  respondent  bonds,  I  went  in 
1794  to  his  executor,  and  wrote  a  letter  to 
him,  and  my  own  solicitor,  as  trustees ; 
agreeing,  afler  all  the  expences  I  had  been 
at  in  England,  in  pursuing  this  cause, 
were  paid  out  of  the  grant,  to  divide  the 
remainder,  upon  the  principle  of  a  general 
average ;  by  which  means  1  shall  probably 
not  retain  more  than  two  or  three  thou- 
sand pounds  exclusive  of  the  demands  I 
have  cancelled  on  this  property.  It  has 
been  erroneously  stated  that  captain  Ro- 
binson got  no  remuneration  from  the 
crown  ;  that  fact  I  deny  ;  he  received  all 
his  expences,  which  he  stated  at  6,000/. 
Now  if  the  treasury,  instead  of  granting 
me  a  warrant  for  25,000/.  with  a  lien  upon 
it  of  captain  Robinson's  expences,  had, 
independant  of  the  one  third  share  of  the 
Joint  concern  which  was  condemned  to 
him,  granted  him  a  warrant  for  6,000/. 
out  of  the  sum  which  was  forfeited  to  the 
crown,  then  not  one  word  could  have  been  | 
said  upon  the  subject  From  this  state-  ; 
ment  1  hope  the  disposition  of  the  trea-  | 
sury  will  be  considered  just ;  it  restored  i 


to  me  part  of  the  remains  of  my  wrecked 
fortune,  all  earned  by  my  own  exertion, 
and  not  taken  from  the  fund  or  exertion  of 
any  individual  whatever.  -  To  you,  sir, 
and  to  the  house,  I  return  my  most  sincere 
thanks  for  the  patient  indulgence  I  have 
experienced  ;  and  I  trust  that,  in  retiring 
from  this  house,  which  I  believe  to  be  the 
invariable  practice  for  members  in  my 
situation,  the  hon.  gent,  will  not  again 
accuse  me  of  absconding  fVom  justice. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  asked  the 
hon.  mover,  whether  he  meant  to  bring*  a 
charge  against  sir  Home  P<^ham  or  the 
government  ? 

The  Speaker  put  it  to  the  house,  whether 
there  could  be  a  doubt  that  the  motion,  as 
it  was  worded,  conveyed  a  personal  charge 
against  sir  Home  PopIiam.---Sir  Home  hav- 
ing retired, 

Mr.  Long  complained  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  hon.  gent,  had  brought  forward 
this  charge  against  the  treasury.  If  the 
hon.  gent,  would  prefer  a  distinct  charge 
against  himself,  he  should  always  be  ready 
to  meet  it ;  if  against  his  late  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Pitt),  there  were  others  in  the 
house  much  better  qualified  to  defend  that 
illustrious  and  lamented  character  than 
himself.  Of  many  of  fhc  circumstances 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  gent  he  was  per- 
fectly ignorant  until  the  agitation  of  this 
-subject.  He  was  i^orant  that  any  charge 
of  sn^uggling  ha£  been  imputed  to  the 
hon.  captain,  for  no  such  charge  had  been 
made  in  captain  Robinson's  memorial ;  he 
was  ignorant  that  the  hon.  captain  had 
pleaded  in  bar  to  an  action,  the  illegality 
of  the  transaction  in  which  he  had  been 
concerned.  The  hon.  ^ent.  declared  that 
this  was  a  misapplication  of  the  public 
money,  and  that  his  principal  object  was 
to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  that  misappli- 
cation in  future.  He  then  proceeded  to 
state,  that  the  hon.  captain  nad  deceived 
the  treasunr^  and  had  acted  under  that  de- 
lusion. Tnis  he  positively  denied.  The 
treasury  had  not  been  deceived.  He  was 
willing  to  take  the  whole  responsibility  of 
the  a&ir  on  himself;  for  on  the  closest 
re-examination  which  he  had  been  able  ta 
make  of  the  subject,  he  was  satisfied  that 
the  treasury  had  acted  on  the  soundest 
principles;  that  they  must  have  done  what 
they  did,  even  to  an  indifferent  person  ; 
how  much  more  to  a  man  so  well  known 
by  the  services  he  had  rendered  to  the 
public  !  What  was  the  case  ?  After  a  liti- 
gation of  ten  years,  a  pait  of  the  property 
was  restored  to  the  neutr.U  proprietors;  m 
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part  was  allotted  to  the  captors ;  a  part 
was  forfeited  to  the  crown  by  the  laws 
•ecoring  the  monopoly  of  the  East  India 
Company  having  been  violated.     But  who 
were  the  snfierers  by  this  violation  ?  the 
East  India  Company.    Did  they  appear  to 
feel  mach  injury  ?  No.  Did  they  institute 
any  prosecution  in  consequence  ?  No.  Did 
they  present  any  memorial  on  the  subject? 
No.   Did  they  mterfere  in  any  way  what- 
ever respecting  it  ?    No.    Was  it  not  evi- 
dent, then,  that  they  were  willing  to  allow 
a  relaxation  of  the  laws  in  which  they 
alone  were  interested  ?    Nor  was  this  sur- 
prising :  these  laws  were  made  at  a  time 
when  a  company  was  formed  in  the  Aus- 
trian Netherlands,  which  the  East  India 
Company  feared  as  a  rival.    This  was  at 
the  commencement  of  the  last  century. 
In  1725,  however,  that  company  was  sus- 
pended, and   in   1731  totally  abolished. 
Since  that  period,  it  was  notorious  that 
British  subjects  had  been  engaeed  in  trade 
in  the  East  Indies.    What,  in  fairness,  was 
to  be  inferred  from  the  recommendation 
of  the  hon.  captain*  by  the  government  of 
India,  to  the  court  of  directors  ?    Either 
that  the  government  of  India  thought  that 
they  sustained  no  injury  by  the  imraction 
of  the  law ;  or,  if  any  injury  had  been 
sustained,  tftiat  it  was  counterbalanced  by 
the- set-vices  rendered  to  the  Company  by 
the  hon.  captain.    The  only  case  at  all 
analogous  to  that  of  the  Etrusco,  was  that 
of  the  Walnngham  packet,  and  of  the 
*  Prince  of  Wales.    In  the  former,  half  was 
given  to  the  captors,  and  half  to  the  ori- 
ginal proprietors;  in  the  latter,  a  third 
was  given  to  the  captors,  and  the   re- 
mainder to  the  original  proprietors.    If 
the  treasury  had  acted  otherwise  than  they 
had  done  to  the  hon.  captain,  they  would 
have  made  his  case  an  exception.    What 
he  bad  received  was  not  a  reward  for  a 
violation  of  the  law ;  it  was  a  restituti<m 
of  a  small  part  of  his  depreciated  pro- 
perty.— ^Adverting  to  the  continuance  of 
the  hon.  captain  on  the  continent  after  the 
seizure  of  the  Etrusco,  of  which  circum- 
stance such  an  un&ir  advantage  had  been 
taken  by  the  hon.  gent,  he  read  the  letter 
from  the  duke  of  York  to 'lord  Spencer, 
then  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  in 
which   his  royal  highness  described  the 
extraordinary  exertions  of  Mr.  Popham 
when  with  the  British  army  in  Holland, 
and  recommended  him  most  strongly  to 
be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  post-captain^ 
JHe  also  read  the  answer  of  lord  Spencer, 
who  informed  his  royal  highness,  that  he 
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would  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
complying  with  his  request,  and  that  he 
should  feel  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  pro- 
moting an  officer  who  had  deserved  so  well 
of  his  country.  The  present  was  A  most 
serious  accusation  agamst  the  treasury 
board  ;  a^inst  that  great  man  (Mr  Pitt), 
whose  purity  of  character  neither  the  voice 
of  party  nor  the  breath  of  calumny  itself* 
had  ever  attempted  to  sully.  It  was  his 
pride  and  satisfaction  to  reflect  that  he* 
had  been  publicly  connected  in  the  same 
administration,  and  that  he  had  been  ho- 
noured by  the  private  intimacy  of  that 
illustrious  character,  who  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  splendid  career  had  been- 
distinguished  by  the  most  inflexible  in*, 
tegrity,  by  the  highest  sense  of  honour, 
and  by  the  most  perfect  devotion  to  the^ 
cause  of  his  country.  If  the  hon.  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  thought  crimmatiom 
and  recrimination  the  best  viray  of  employ- 
ing the  time  of  the  house,  he  could  haver 
no  objection  to  it.  If  not,  he  could  not 
see  the  object  of  the  present  motion.  If 
they  thought  to  gain  a  triumph  over  a; 
former  government,  now  that  the  right, 
hon.  gent  who  had  been  at  the  head  of  it 
was  no  more,  he  might  regret  that  their 
defence  had  fallen  into  such  weak  hands 
as  his,  but  he  must  at  the  same  time  say, 
that  the  triumph  was  not  founded  in  jus* 
tice.  He  could  declare  with  truth,  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  alluded  to  could 
never  have  be^n  induced  to  accede  to  sucn 
a  measure  from  unjust  motives.  He  also 
should  not  do  justice  to  the  eallant  officer 
if  he  did  not  declare,  that  he  had  seen  hia» 
uniformly  actuated  by  a  strict  sense  of  in- 
tegrity, the  highest  honour,  and  the  utmost 
devotion  to  the  service  of  his  ootmtry. 

Mr.  Calcrqft  declared  that  he  should 
never  be  deterred  by-  the  dread  of  recri- 
mination from  submitting  what  he  esteemed 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  oflfer  to  the  house,  he 
was  sorry  the  gallant  officer  could  not  be 
present ;  but  as  what  he  had  to  say  would 
depend  on  the  documents  alone,  he  could 
easily  inform  himself  on  the  subject.  Ha 
had  stated  on  a  former  night,  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  that  officer  to  be  captain  o£ 
the  fleet  under  .admiral  Gambier  had 
created  the  utmost  disgust  throughout  the 
navy.  He  did  not  state  so  without  docu- 
ments on  which  to  ground  his  assertion ; 
and  he  thought  h^  could  not  do  better  than 
read  a  letter  which  he  held  in  his  hand; 
addressed  to  admiral  Gambier  on  this  oc- 
casion. The  hon.  gentleman  then  pro- 
ceeded t#  read  a  i^mgnsu-ance  to  lord 
3C 
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Gambler,  from  adaurftls  Hoodi  Keatet, 
and  Stopfbrd,  on  the  subject  of  that  ap** 
pomtment,  wai  contatided  that  this  docu*- 
meat  M\j  justified  the  eKpresaions  he  bad 
uwd  oil  the  fornier  occasion.  Tbe  hon. 
gent,  was  pruceeditig  to  tome  observvtions 
iiespecting  the  qoeition  relatiTe  to  the 
Roohfort  squadron,  when  he  was  called  to 
order  by 

Mr.  IVdlesUy  FoU,  who  c«fnA«nded  that 
there  was  no  comiexion  between  the  ob> 
serrations  of  the  hon.  gentleman  and  the 
^oestion  before  the  house ;  at  the  some 
time  declaring,  that  he  was  perfectly  ready 
te  meet  the  hon.  gent,  upon  the  topic  to 
w^ich  he  had  referred,  whenervr  it  shovM 
be  brought  reguUtriy  before  the  heuse. 

The  ^MBoktr  •bserved,  that  aa  the  es« 
prtssions  used  by  the  hon.  feotleraan  on 
a  Ibrroer  occasion  had  been  ad^rted  to, 
he  was  fyerfectly  in  order  in  explaining 
these  expressioas,  add  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  had  useti  chem.  It  would  be  for 
the  hon«  geat.  however,  to  decide  how  far 
his  staitettMnt  ought  to  be  carried  foe  the 
purpose  ef  such  sxpkanatioril. 
.  Mr.  Ciicrqft  wan  not  dispeeed  to  proceed 
forther  on  tbe  subject,  as  his  object  had 
enly  been  ta  shew  that  the  case  he  had 
urged  wias  supported  by  undoubted  autho- 
rity. He  sfaiiMild  couchide  b^  declaring 
Ihatt  as  the  case  of  his  hon.  friend  seemed 
to  him  to  be  ffdlv  made  out,  he  should 
tote  in  support  of  his  resolutions. 

The  AApocaie  General  (sir  John  NichoHs} 
would  not  discharge  his  ^tw  te  the  house, 
nor  to  the  memory  of  that  ilhHtrious  indi- 
Tiduad  who  was  nowairfortunatety  no  more 
(Mn  Pitt),  if  he  did  not  slate  to  the  hous^ 
the  grounds  uf  the  opinion  upon  which  he 
.  had  reooonncnded  the  mnt.  Ever  since 
lUis  subject  had  been  first  mentioned,  he 
had  fek  persmiakly  embaraassed  with  re- 
flpecc  to  the  matter,  it  hod  been  said, 
thsEt  the  grant  had  bnen  made  upon  a  re- 
kKtant  report  ivom  $Am  king^s  advocate ; 
kit  so  for  from  tfant  huring  been  the  case, 
4ie  report  cunchided  witikont  expressing 
any  opinion,  which,  on  so  novel  a  case,  the 
law  officem  who  signed  the  report  were 
hot  competent  to  give.  On  so  grave  a 
question  as  tbe  exercise  of  the  inquisito- 
rial power  of  that  house  respecting  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  -public  money,  it  was  im* 
portant  to  keep  in  view  the  object  of  th^ 
motion.  That  object  was  a  censure  en  tbe 
conduct  of  a  late  admmistration  for  an 
improvident  gnmt  of  money,  in  order  to 
prevent  a  similar  act  in  future.  It  was 
unfortmiate  for  any  individnal  to  be  the 


object  of  accusation  in  tint  house,  but  it 
was  particularly  rnifortonaM  for  him  to  be 
incideauUy  or  collaterally  the  subject  of 
charge,  when  the  meriteof  a  char^  afunst 
governsoeut  were  made  to  depend  upon  his 
merits  or  denwrits.    This  vras  more  parti- 
cularly the  case  when  the  accusatioQ  waa 
founded,  in  part,  upon  ktteis  which  had 
been  that  night  irst  read  to  the  house.    It 
was  not  strictly  correct  to  call  the  grant 
in  this  case  a  misapplication  of   public 
money ;  it  was  the  king's  money;  though 
he  would  not  say  that  the  house  might  not 
inquire  into  any  improvident  appropriation 
of  such  a  fnni    The  grant  was  not  a  do- 
nation or  a  reward,  but  a  remission  of  a 
forfeiture,  and  there  had  been  many  cases 
in  which  that  bouse  complained  of  lh« 
rigid  enforcement  of  forfokorts.    The  ex- 
ercise of  jostvce  with  mercy,  the  prcroga* 
tive  of  pardon,  or  remiftsion  of  forfeiturcj 
was  one  of  the  brightest  jewels  in  the 
pMrer  of  thu  crown,  and  which  that  housu 
would  be  least  disposed  to  interfiere  with. 
— Such  wiB  the  character  of  the  act:  next 
was  to  be  considered  the  character  of  tho 
foffoitoire.    The  Etnisco,  on  her  return 
foom  Camton,  had  been  dtmmed  and  ad- 
judged forfeit  to  the  crown  in  the  priie 
court,  for  a  violation  of  the  monopoly  of 
the  Bast  India  company.    This  had  been 
tbe  first  case  of  the  kind  which  had  occur- 
red ;  for,  accodling  to  the  laws  respectmg 
the  £ast  India  company,  the  fbrfeiturea 
are  to  that  compunQ^  and  not  the  crown. 
And  if  ever  there  had  been  a  case   in 
which  liberality  should/  have  been  exw- 
dsed  with  respect  to  the  forfeiture,  it  waa 
this.    As  judges,  the  house  ought  to  tnke 
kto  its  consideraliion  vrhat  had  been,  a«  ^u 
time  of  this  transaction,  the  state  of  tbe 
East  India  company.    From  the  increaae 
of  their  territory,  they  invited  foreigners 
to  engage  in  their  trade,  and  even  con- 
nived at  British  st^jects  embarking  in  it. 
The  hon,  officer  who  was  the  subject  of 
this  charge  had  been  engaged  in  the  tradu 
in  common  with  oth^r  Brittsh  subjects 
and  olhoers,  and  recognised  as  a  Britiab 
officer    by  the   company's    g^esmnmm 
hi  India,  in  the  recommendaftion  to  ^ 
court  of  directors  to  apply  for  promotion 
for  him  to  the  admiralty,  in  cMsequcsicu 
of  his  services.    As  to  the  charge  of  """^ 
gling,  it  had  never  been  urged  in  the  whole 
pii>gress  of  the  cause  by  any  of  the  advo- 
cates, nor  «ven  in  capt.  Robmson's  memo- 
rial ;  dra  former  had  leo  much  taste,  and 
the  latter  was  too  much  of  a  gentlemaa 
to  apply  such  a  disgusting  term  to  the  cur* 
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eusistviee  of  four  or  five  out  of  3900  chcsl» 
of  (oa  beiof  doiiver^  out  of  Ike  ship  al 
DungeQo«A»  wbUst  the  ca|M»io  bud  gone 
on  shore.  He  contended  that  by  tke  loas 
cf  50,000/.  sm  Heine  Popham  iuul  suSn'- 
ed  8«ii£cieiit  poAWhipeot  fi»r  the  illegaliiy 
of  the  tmiisaction.  His  whole  property  in 
i;he  vieaeel  asKMwted  to  63^000/.  the  ^ 
veromeat  would  ^ve  him  back  but  QSfiOOi, 
aad  kid  reetorod  to  him  but  IB  or  lO^OQOi,; 
90  th^  ho  wes  »  loser  to  (ho  amount 
of  43,000/.  Besides,  it  ought  lo  be  co»- 
•dered  how  far  he  had  expiated,  by 
auhaequent  senrices,  tim  oience.  The 
IndU  eonipaiiy,  innBotiblo  of  any  injury, 
bad  not  prosecuted  him ;  aad  though  the 
pubUc  might  he  iotereeted  in  this  qaestioo, 
Kt  appeared  by  the  papers,  that  he  had,  on 
the  relief  of  Toumay  and  Ghent,  contri- 
h«led  to  save  much  public  property,  as 
also  to  fiu:ilitate  the  retremi  of  the  army. 
In  eoneequ^nce  of  these  senrtces  he  had 
been  recommeaded  by  the  commaader  in 
chief  for  promotion,  to  lord  Spencer,  who 
had  expressed  his  Mtisfretioa  at  promot- 
isg  an  officer  that  had  peribmed  such  ser- 
Tie«  to  this  country.  Looking  to  such 
services,  he  was  sure  the  house  wouM  net 
think  of  the  voyage  to  the  East  Indies ; 
and  therefore  he  had  no  hentation  to  say, 
that  the  grant  was  an  act  of  justice  ea  the 
part  of  his  majesty.  But  it  had  been  said, 
that  it  was  an  act  of  injustice  to  capt  Ro- 
binsoa.  That  officer,  however,  had  bad 
the  enemy's  part  of  the  property,  con- 
demned to  the  captors ;  but  could  have  no 
right  whatever  to  that  part  of  it,  which, 
from  beloaging  lo  a  British  subject,  was 
forfeited  to  the  king.  Besides,  the  seizure 
of  this  vesael  was  not  what  ought  to  he 
called  a  capture,  and  the  act  itself,  in  the 
road  of  Ostend,  had  given  rise  to  a  qnesr 
tioB  of  territory  which  had  not  been  de- 
cided for  four  years.  The  captors  b^d 
their  reward  in  the  condemnation  of  M. 
De  Piron's  part  of  the  legal  property  ; 
aod  it  was  the  fault  of  capt.  Robinson,  if 
he  had  not  yet  brought  in  a  bill  of  costs 
that  omikl  be  allowed,  if  he  had  not  re- 
ceived ^m.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  he 
thought  the  graat  an  act  of  justice  to  sir 
Home  Pophan,  and  that  neither  Mr.  Pitt, 
cor  his  board  of  treasury,  was  deserving 
of  censure  for  having  advised  hie  majesty 
to  remit  the  forfeiture. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  before  he  went  into 
4he  general  question,  he  would  set  aside 
eome  of  thoee  abstract  topics  which  had 
l>een  urged  as  a  ki^  of  stoppage  to  in- 
j|ttiry.    The9etof^v«acetvoaattufld)er; 


the  irst  reteting  to  sir  Home  Fophi^m,  the 
second  to  the  treasury;  casting  blamo 
upon  both,  he  did  not  see  how  these  two- 
point?  could  be  separated ;  he  could  not 
see  how  the  hoiise  could  censure  the  ap* 
plication  of  the  aw>n^y,  without  at  th<^ 
same  tiwe  censuring  tbe  hon.  captain :  it 
might  as  well  attempt  to  separate  the  hon». 
captain  from  himself,  as  from  the  mi^ap-, 
plicatiiwa  of  whiA  he  was  the  cause.  It 
WW  conieiided,  however,  that  this  went  ta 
cast  blame  upon  a  great  man  now  no  more ; 
no  peniMk  could  so  think  who  had  either 
witnessed  idm  progress  of  the  transaction^ 
or  heard  the  way  in  which  it  had  beea 
opened  that  evening,  b  had  been  distinct-, 
ly  stated,  that  on  the  motion  of  ai^  hofu 
bareeet  concerning  the  Droits  of  Adwi->. 
ralty,  an  objection  had  been  made  to  tb^ 
motion  ae  not  tending  to  instance  wy  par^r 
ticnlar  ab^e  which  had  existed ;  on  whiob 
the  boa.  member  who  opened  this  dehatOa 
immediately  instanced  the  caee  of  sir  H% 
Popham,  and  th«s  had  the  present  motioa 
originated.  Now,  surely,  no  person  coiuM 
say  that  any  disrespect  was  moMit  to  the 
late  Mr.  PiU  in  this  accidental  occurrence^ 
But  even  if  it  did  cast  any  reflection  on 
that  great  man's  memuory,  it  was  not  on 
that  account  to  be  abstained  from. — ^The 
question  had  been  so  ably  and  so  fully 
discussed  by  the  hon.  member  who  had 
opened  the  debate,  that  there  was  little 
left  for  him  to  remark  upon:  he  wished 
however  to  notice  what  nad  fallen  from 
the  learned  gent,  who  had  last  sat  down, 
just  to  examine  a  few  of  his  broad  freneral 
principles.  He  sat  out  by  attempting  to 
extenuate  the  abuse,  which,  however,  hf 
admitted  was  illegal.  .Indeed,  it  was  ne 
very  oreat  coacessioa,  after  it  had  been 
provea  so  by  a  decision  of  the  court :  th^ 
question  then  wa^  what  had  ministers  done 
vrith  the  public  money  ?  Had  they  dWr 
posed  of  it  venially  ^  No  ;  they  even  ad- 
mitted it  had  been  given  to  a  culprit ;  but 
then,  indeed,  they  wanted  to  diminish  his 
ofifence,  to  bring  him  just  a  little  below 
the  fact  of  smuggling,  h^  had  only  inno* 
cently  landed  five  chests  of  tea-^for  chesfe 
read  boata^or  boats  to  that  number  had 
been  seen  plying  to  and  fro  the  whole 
night  He  did  not,  however,  wish  to  de^ 
soend  to  minutiae ;.  he  wou^d  go  at  once 
on  the  broad  principle  of  guijt^  which  was 
the  illegal  traffic.  Of  this  there  was  sub- 
stantial and  tangible  evidence — a  :deep» 
weUM»acerted,.scheming»fraudMlent  pvs- 
teoBu  such  as  never  came.m^re  clearly  be* 
fiire a  cenrtef  ^islisel  it  w|W  mK» bo*-. 
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ever,  injurious  to  the  country ;  at  least  the 
hon.  captain  did  not  think  it  was.    What ! 
was  be,  on  his  own  self-sufficiency,  to  fly 
m  the  face  of  an  existing  charter,  and 
judge,  forsooth,  what  was  or  was  not  ad- 
vantageous, contrary  to  the  will  and  es- 
tahlishment  of  the  legislature  ?  Alas  !  we 
know  what  his  self-willed  course  can  lead 
the  nation  to  already  ;  we  have  fieitally  ex- 
perienced a|country  plunged  into  unwished- 
fbr  war,  by  the  whim  and  caprice  of  his 
unrestrained  and  lawless  direction.    But 
.  one  would  think,  on  hearing  the  statement 
which  bad  been  made  to-nieht,  that  capt 
Robinson  had  been  very  well  off  to  escape 
the  sentence  of  a  court-martial — for  doing 
what  ? — ^merely  his  duty; — for  catching  the 
smuggler,  as  he  had  been  ordered.    Thus, 
the  man  who  did  his  duty  was  ruined, 
while  he  who  violated  the  law  was  enrich- 
ed !  But,  says  the  advocate  general,  what 
has  poor  sir  Home  done  ? — Oh  dear,  luck- 
less man,  only  a  little  innocent  smuggling 
—only  a  little  illicit  traffic ;  that  was  all ; 
and  indeed,  well  did  it  deserve  remunera- 
tion, while  the  conduct  of  the  man  who 
acted  conscientiously  was    stigmatized  ! 
What,  is  that  the  way  you  deal  with  poor 
offenders  ?  Is  that  the  merciless  rigour  of 
your   tyrannical   revenue  laws?  Woe  to 
the  humble  offender  who  comes  under 
their  cognizance !  Woe  to  the  mercy  which 
will   betide  defenceless  poverty  !    What 
was  due  to  the  hon.  captam  in  this  aflair  ? 
Why,  the  most  he  could  expect  was  mercy, 
indulgence,  forbearance.    And  were  those 
debts  to  be  paid  before  the  debt  of  justice 
due  to  capt.  Robinson?  Are  we  to  give 
the  guilty  indulgence,  while  we  punish 
the  innocent.    But  it  seems  there  is  no 
precedent.     Is  there  therefore  to  be  no 
rule  ?  The  general  plea  of  merit  is  then 
set  up  as  a  forlorn  hope ;  and  is  this  to  be 
set  up  against  capt.  Robinson?  Because 
^here  was  no  resistance  made,  is  he  to  be 
punished,  when  we  certainly  know  that  to 
be  the  case  as  to  him,  which  we  as  certainly 
know  not  to  be  the  case  as  to  sir  Home — 
-that  he  was  ignocent  ?  It  was,  however, 
unfair  to  take  the  subsequent  exploits  of 
sir  Home,  and  place  them  as  a  set-off 
against  his  antecedent  guilt ;  and  if  we 
strip  him  of  his  subsequent  honours,  what 
shall  we  leave  him  ?  Oh!  his  achievements 
in  Holland :  these  were  of  a  mixed  de- 
scription— naval,  military,  and  commer- 
cial ;  and  in  the  commercial  he  was  quite 
at  home,  standing  on  his  own  ground,  too, 
near  Ostend.    Is  it  on  account  of  these 
nanoBuvres^  we  are  to  reward  him  for  his 


captor  destitute,  without  even  sufficient  to 
defray  the  sums  which  he  expended  in 
bringing  the  culprit  to  conviction?  The 
East  India  Company,  it  seems,  though,  did 
not  prosecute,  and  for  a  very  good  reason ; 
because  they  saw  him  supported  by  men 
who  had  rendered  them  essential  services, 
not  on  account  of  sir  Home's  personal 
merits — not  because  he  chose  to  employ 
his  leisure  hours  in  an  illegal  trade — ^not 
on  account  of  his  ardent  zeal,  as  it  had 
been  called  by  his  firiends,  in  the  pursuit 
of  gain.    And  here,  he  must  remark,  that 
this  was  not  a  very  noble  alternative  for  a 
naval  officer  to  turn    to — this  generous 
thirst  of  making  money  even  in  a  mercan- 
tile, honourable  way,  was  not  looked  on 
very  kindly  by  the  navy  as  a  resource  for 
its  officers :  much  less,  be  was  sure,  would 
it  applaud  dovmright  and  illicit  smuggline- 
— ^As  to  the  reference  which  had  been  made 
to  Copenhagen,  and  the  satisfaction  his 
appointment  gave — to  all  which  had  been 
.said  on  that  subject,  the  letters  read  by  his 
hon.  friend  were  as  sufficient  an  overthrow 
as  the  fire  of  a  line  of  battle  ship  would 
be  to  a  cock  boat.     He  deprecated  the 
dreadful  effects  which  the  naval  character 
must    experience,    from    the    impression 
which  must  be  made  on  it,  by  decking  out 
in  laurels  the  degraded  object  of  a  court 
martial's  censure— by  giving  to  sir  Home 
Popham  a  pension  of  600/.  per  annum, 
while  so  many  much  more  meritoroas  of- 
ficers were  lefl  without  distinction.     He 
denied  that  lord  Spencer's  letter  expressed 
any  positive  opinion  of  the  hon.  captain's 
merit,  but  merely  stated  his    happiness 
that  the  duke  of  York  bad  promoted  so 
able  an  officer  as  he  (the  duke  of  York), 
conceived  sir   Home  to  be.     This  was> 
surely,  no  peremptory  opinion  of   lord 
Spencer's,  and  it  could  not  be  expected 
that  he  was  to  fly  in  the  duke  of  York's 
face,  and  tell  him  he  viras  wrong.    The 
right  hon.  gent,  concluded,  by  declaring 
that  he  should  vote  this  grant  to  be  a  misap- 
plication of  the  public  money ;  because  it 
was  degrading  to  the  navy,  setting  a  bad 
example  to  future  treasuries,  and  giving 
fraud  the  retribution  due  to  merit. 

The  ChanceUar  if  the  Exchequer  did  not 
feel  it  necessary  to  say  much  after  the 
very  able  speeches  of  his  right  hon.  and 
learned  friends.  He  differed  from  the 
right  hon.  gent,  who  had  spoke  last,  as  to 
the  propriety  of  separating  the  act  of  the 
treasury  firoon  the  consideration  of  the 
merits  of  sir  Home  ftsfhBm,  although  he 
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would  admit,  that  there  was  a  connection 
between  both  so  far  as  the  board  of  trea- 
sury had  cognizance  of  the  circumstances. 
Bur,  was  it  possible  by  any  torture  of  in- 
genuity, to  apply  to  the  conduct  of  the 
treaKury  what  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
said  respecting  Buenos  Ay  res  ?  The  right 
hon.  gent,  might  introduce  such  an  ex- 
traneous topic,  but  was  it  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exciting  a  prejudice  against  an  in- 
dividual, whose  credit,  honour,  and  cha- 
racter, were  at  issue  ?  Was  this  justice,  or 
was  it  candour  ?  Though  the  hon.  gent, 
who  had  brought  forward  this  question, 
had  declared,  that  he  was  actuated  by  a 
sense  of  duty  in  promoting  an  inquiry  in- 
to the  expenditure  of  the  public  money, 
and  was  reluctantly  constrained  to  advert 
to  the  conduct  of  an  individual,  yet  nine- 
tenths  of  his  speech  had  been  taken  up 
with  a  personal  attack  upon  that  hon.  o^- 
ficer.  He  would  now  suppose,  for  the  sake 
of  the  argument,  what  he  should  after- 
virards  deny  in  ikct,  that  the  hon.  oQcer 
had  been  convicted  of  the  illicit  trade ; 
and  that  the  delivery  of  five  or  six  chests 
of  tea  at  Pungeness,  14  years  ago,  could 
be  considered  as  an  act  of  smuggling : 
w^a  that  a  circumstance  that  could  apply 
to  a  charge  upon  the  government  of  Mr. 
Pitt  ?  Or  if  a  dilatory  plea  had  been  en- 
tered in  the  progress  of  an  action  upon  the 
respondentia  bond,  vras  the  house  to  feel 
so  scrupulous,  on  the  score  of  morality,  as 
to  take  notice  of  it  ?  Would  it  be  consider- 
ed criminal  enough  .to  attract  the  notice  of 
that  house,  if  a  man  were  to  turn  round  a 
comer  of  a  street  to  avoid  meeting  a  cre- 
ditor ?  Were  they  to  be  called  upon  to  ex- 
pel from  among  them  a  person  who  might, 
so  long  as  U  years  since,  have  been  con- 
cerned in  a  smuggling  transaction  ?  How- 
ever highly  he  valued  the  feelings  which 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  alluded  to,  he 
could  not  agree  that,  in  a  time  of  peace, 
when  the  lieutenants  of  the  navy  had  only 
a  naked  subsistence  upon  half-pay,  any  of 
them  who  might  enter  into  the  merchant 
service  shbuld  be  consigned  to  dishonour. 
It  was  injustice  to  sir  Home  to  introduce 
these  topics,  when  the  charge  was  brought 
against  the  government :  and  they  could 
not  proceed  to  a  censure  upon  an  indivi- 
dual without  following  it  up  by  some  vin- 
dictive consequeitce.  The  substance  of 
the  charge  was  against  the  conduct  of  the 
late  treasury,  though  there  were  many 
weighty  phrases  affecting  the  hon.  officer, 
vdiichthe  house  could  not  agree  to,  un- 
less coupled  with  some  substantive  charge 


against  him.  In  the  year  1795  the 
right  honourable  gent,  did  not  think  so 
lightly  as  he  appeared  at  present  to 
do  of  the  services  of  the  gallant  officer 
in  securing  the  retreat  of  tlie  army ;  nei- 
ther had  the  noble  lord  whose  letter  had 
been  alluded  to,  and  who  had  not  forgot- 
ten those  services  so  soon  as  the  right  hon. 
gent.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  speak  of 
capt.  Robinson  but  with  respect,  yet  the 
right  hon.  gent  seemed  to  exaggerate  his 
services.  The  right  hon.  gent,  had  said, 
that  that  captain  had  been  sent  out  with 
orders  to  detain  the  Etrusco.  Had  the 
right  hon.  sent,  really  read  the  papers 
upon  which  he  was  to  decide  as  a  judge  ? 
Could  he  say  that  any  statement  of  such 
orders  was  to  be  found  in  these  papers  ^ 

Sit  was  here  said  across  the  table,  that  the 
iact  might  be  true  though  not  in  the  pa- 
pers.] Had,  then>  the  right  hon.  gent,  not 
only  decided  himself,  but  endeavoured  to 
make  the  house  decide  upon  a  statement^ 
which  he  did  not  know  to  be  correct?  Had 
he  proceeded  upon  these  grounds  against 
an  individual  whose  honour  and  character 
were  at  issue,  and  upon  which  he  was  to 
pronounce  as  judge?  What  had  been  done 
in  this  case,  was  every  day  done ;  and 
even,  as  his  learned  friend  near  him  in- 
formed him,  had  taken  place  by  a  remis- 
sion of  forfeitures  in  nine  different  causes 
that  day  in  the  court  of  exchequer. — ^Af* 
ter  stating  the  proportion  cpndemned  to 
capt.  Robinson,  and  restored  to  sir  Home 
Popham,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
contended,  that  there  never  had  been  a 
case  in  which  money  was  more  properly 
assigned.  If  any  gentleman  could  place 
his  hand  on  his  heart,  and  say,  tfanat  he 
believed  the  government  had  acted  from 
corrupt  motives,  he  would  vote  for  the 
censure.  But  he  deprecated  the  general 
charge  made  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  of 
the  various  instances  of  misapplication  of 
these  funds,  as  calculated  to  produce  the 
most  injurious  consequences.  After  a  few 
observations  on  the  nature  and  circum- 
stances of  the  traffic  which  had  been 
charged  as  illicit,  the  right  hon.  gent  con- 
cluded by  expressing  his  confidence,  that 
the  house  would  meet  the  Resolutions  by 
a  direct  negative. 

Mr.  Wkitbread  said,  that  the  ground  on 
which  the  misapplication  of  1 8,000/.  was 
defended  was,  that  large  sums  of  money 
had  been  voted  for  other  purposes ;  but 
extravagance  in  one  respect  was  no  vin^ 
dication  of  prodigality  in  another.  It  was 
complained  that  the  affiiir  at  Copenhagen 
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was  tntrodueed  as  a  sort  of  episode  to 
these  charges ;  and  yet  so  fond  was  the 
gallant  officer  of  taking  a  voyage  thither, 
that  before  he  proceed^  to  the  East  Indies 
in  his  narrathre,  he  paid  a  visit  to  that 
capital.  The  plain  truth  of  the  case  was, 
that  the  gallant  officer  was  not  a  proper 
object  of  the  public  generosity,  and  in 
the  chastest  sense  of  the  term  corrupt,  this 
money  distributed  to  him  was  imprudently, 
improperly,  and  corruptly  applied ;  and  m 
fact  he  was  in  the  situation  of  a  gvilty 
person  by  his  own  confession.  He  said, 
that  by  distfess^  he  was  driven  into  Bom- 
bay ;  that  there  meeting  with  other  traders 
engaging  in  illicit  commerce  under  the 
same  flag,  he  followed  their  example. 
Supposing  a  man  were  forced  into  Houns- 
k)w  by  a  storm,  and  he  were  there  to^eet 
with  some  highwaymen  who  had  taken 
shelter,  wMtid  it  be  any  justification  for 
him  at  his  trial  that  he  had  followed  their 
example  ?  Yet,  such  was  the  vindication 
hazarded  by  the  gallant  officer.  This  was 
not  the  only  cvrious  proposition  with  which 
the  house  was  amused.  The  gallant  gen- 
tleman said  that  while  he  was  a  British 
officer  he  was  all  honour,  when  he  was  a 
mercantile  adventurer  he  was  all  interest. 
Sach  was  bis  ingenious  distinction,  and  yet 
while  he  was  thus  engaged  in  mercenary 
pursuits,  he  asserted  that  be  was  a  loser  of 
40,000^  It  aught  be  a  question,  if  the  hon. 
gent  were  worth  AOfiQOl.  at  the  period  to 
which  he  adverted.  What  had  been  his 
situation  in  17M }  He  had  leave  of  ab- 
aeaoe  for  two  jfears,  but  not  retummg,  he 
was  strqck  on  the  iist.  Afterwards  he 
was  restored  to  it,  a«d  introduced  to  a 
oonuxkand  which  he  heid,he  believed,  con- 
tx^ity  to  the  «enae  and  indinatioii  of  the 
navy.  Then  he  was  tried ;  after  bis  trial, 
he  enjoyed  a  new  aod  lucrative  appoint- 
ment, and  now  he  had  the  honour  of  hav- 
ing the  King's  Advocate  for  his  own. 
Besides  alithis,  he  had  been  complimented 
iti  the  £ast  Indies,  welcomed  at  Lloyd's, 
diBlingaiahed  by  a  fomign  potentate,  and 
kad  recev^ed  a  most  flatteris^  eulogy  from 
liis  royal  highness  the  duke  or  York.  Not- 
withafeanding  all  this  weight  «ad  aoeumn- 
iatiea  of  konoura,  he  must  persevere  in 
the  opinion,  that  the  pub  tic  OMney  had 
been  misapplied,  and  that  these  reeolu- 
tsons  ought  to  receive  the  sanction  of  the 

After  m  short  reply  frooi  Ifr .  Lushing  toa, 
4is»  hcuae  divided. 

For  tks  Rssoliitioiis ,.    «    *    ($7 
Agajastlkem-    i^    -    ^    «.l^ 
Majority     »    *    • 


HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

Wednaday,  June  1. 

[BvDGBT-^LoAN.]  The  house  having 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  Ways 
and  Means, 

The  Cfumoeliar  qfthe  Exchequer  said,  that 
before  he  stated  the  terms  upon  which  he 
had  contracted  for  the  Loan  for  the  service 
of  the  present  year,  he  should  shortly  re^ 
capitulate  the  different  heads  of  Supply  and 
of  Ways  and  Means,  via. 

SUPPLISS.  £. 

Navy 17,496,047 


Army       -    *    •    -  - 

Ordnance      -    -.   -  - 

Miscellaneous    -    •  - 

East  India  Company  - 

Swedish  Subsidy     -  - 

Vote  of  Credit    •    -  - 


19,4S9,18» 
4,534,571 
1, 750,000 
1,500,000 
1,100,000 
2,500,000 


Total  joint  Charge  -  ^.48,319,807 

SEPAftATECHAaCBS  OP  GrBAT  BftlTAIN, 

Deficiency  of  Mai  t, 

1S06  .     -     •    .      275,845 

Interest  on  Exche- 
quer Bills,  180»  1,400,000 

£xcbe4|«er  Bills  not 

funded  ...    4,024,200 

Five  per  cents,  1797, 
to  be  paid  off-       153,696 

5,855,741 


Total  Supplies  .  54,173,54« 
Deduct  Irish  proportion  of  Sup- 
ply and  Civil  List    ^    -    -  5,668,515 
Total  to  be  defrayed  by  GreaT  ■  ■ 

Britain      .....   <£.  48,305,035 

Wafs  and  Meahs.  ■ 
Duty  on  Malt  and  Pensions  £.  3/X)0>000 

Bank  Advances  .....  3,500,000 
Unappropriotod  Surplus  of  the 

Consoiid.  Fund  at  5th  April  726,876 
Estimated  Surplus  of  diuo,  to 

5th  April,  1809  -    -     -     -  3,500,000 

Surpliis,  Ways  &  Means,  1807  2,253  J 1 1 

WarTaxes    ......  20/)00,000 

Lottery     .......  'JOOJOOO 

fizche^ner  Bills  to  be  issu^ 

to  replace  Bills  not  funded  4,500,000 
Do.^theEastlndiaCompany  l,500/)0d 
£xcbei|uer     Bills,     part    of 

10,50DA)0/.     charged     on 

Aids  1809,  to  replace  the 

like  Amount  on  Aids  1806, 

which  has  been  fundid  -    •  1,161,109 

Loas  ...»....««  8/)00,000 


fiuppUts 


^.41,441,0^ 
£.  48,305,0St 


Sorplos  of  Ways  and  Means  £.       136,048 
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.  After  tfiiit  rtoipitolatiBff  the  tafious 
heads  of  Supply  and  of  the  Ways  and 
Means  for  the  year,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  proceeded  to  0tate  to  the  com- 
mittee the  tennis  on  which  h^  had  con« 
tracted  for  the  Loan.  The  sum  horrowed 
for  England  and  Ireland  was  ten  millions 
and  a  half^  of  which  eight  were  for  the 
service  of  this  countrv.  The  whole  sum 
was  to  be  funded  in  the  4  per  cents,  and 
the  contractors  for  erery  lOOL  advanced 
to  the  public  were  to  receive  1 18/.  3s.  0^ 
stock :  so  that  the  public  paid  for  every 
100^  capital,  i/.  \U.  ^d.  interest.  In 
consequence  of  the  loan  of  ten  million  and 
a  half,  there  was  a  capital  of  debt  created 
to  the  amount  of  12,408,375/.  from  which, 
after  deducting  a  proportion  of  2-17ths 
for  Ireland,  making  -2,954,375/.  there 
would  remain,  as  a'  permanent  bwden 
npon  Great  Britain,  9,454,000/«  and  an 
annual  charge  for  interest  of  475,5S<Mr 
In  addition  to  this,  in  consequence  of  the 
measure  of  finding  four  millions  of  exche- 
quer bills,  there  was  a  capital  debt  created 
of  4,250,215/.  and  an  annual  charge  for 
interest,  including  the  sinking  fund  and 
management,  of  253,247/.  So  that  the 
flum  to  be  provided  fbr  by  taxes  was : 
For  the  Interest  of  the  Loan  -  <£.  475,536 
For  the  Interest  of  Exchequer 

Bilb  funded -  253,247 


Makinff  a  total  of    -  728,783 
For  this  Annual  Charge  he  meant  to 
provide  in  the  following  manner : 
Short  Annuities  fallen  m  •    -  <£.  375,000 
Annual  Saving  on  the  Mttoage- 

ment  of  the  Debt     -    -    -    .    65,000 

*   Incroase  upon  the  Assessed  Taxes  120,000 

Stamp  Duties 170,000 

<£.  730,000 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  next 
proceeded  to  state  the  eflect  which  had  been 
|>roduced  by  the  financial  measures  adopted 
m  the  course  of  the  year,  and  contended, 
that  from  funding  four  millions  of  exche- 
quer bills,  when  stocks  were  at  63 f,  and 
by  borrowing  ten  million  and  a  half  in 
the  four  instead  of  the  three  per  cents, 
there  had  resulted  a  saving  to  the  public 
of  four  millions  of  capital  debt ;  and  that 
by  the  single  measure  of  contracting  for 
the  loan  in  the  four  per  cenU.  there  was 
a  saving  of  3,100,000/.  capital  debt ;  and 
also  a  saving  in  the  annual  charge,  of 
2000/.  ;  besides  the  advantage  of  being 
able  to  redeem  the  debt  at  comparatively 
a  very  iaconsiderabk  loss.     He  conciud^ 


fan  statement  with  moving  a  Reaohitian, 
That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee^ 
that  towards  providing  the  Ways  and 
Means  fbr  the  year,  it  is  expedient  to  ena- 
ble his  majesty  to  raise  eight  millions  by 
way  of  annuities  for  Great  Britain,  and 
two  millions  and  a  half  for  Ireland. 

Mr.  Tiermey  said,  he  observed,  that 
there  was  one  million  of  the  loan  for  Ire« 
land  still  to  be  provided  for :  1,500,000/. 
was  to  be  by  loan  froip  the  Bank  ;  but, 
he  hoped  the  other  million  was  not  to  be 
raised  by  excbequlir  bills,  in  which  case 
there  would  be  an  issue,  on  that  head,  all 
together  of  six  millions  more  than  the  or** 
dinary  grant.  As  to  the  loan,  be  congn^ 
tulated  the  right  hon.  gent,  on  the  terms 
on  which  it  had  been  contracted  ;  he  was 
£ftr  from  having  expected  any  such-:  cer- 
tainly, the  terms  were  as  good  for  the 
country  as  the  public  conM  have  ex- 
pected. He  coold  by  no  means  agree^ 
however,  that  this  advantageous  bargain 
was  to  be  attributed  to  the  circnmstance 
of  its  havinff  been  made  ni  the  foor 
rather  than  tne  three  per  cents.  Previous 
to  the  bidding,  the  four  per  cents* 
kid  stood  at  84,  odd ;  and,  in  content- 
plation  of  it,  fell  to  82^.  He  was,  there- 
fore, entitled  to  ask,  would  not  the  contrac- 
tors for  the  loan  have  been  disposed  to 
make  an  equally  good  bidding  in  the 
three  per  cents.  ?  Would  they  not  be  wil- 
ling to  ccmtract  in  a  stock  they  wished^ 
ratd^er  than  in  one  they  did  not  wish  to 
bid  for  ?  Nearly  about  the  same  sum 
would  redeem  the  stock  in  the  one  fond  aa 
in  the  other.  The  right  hon.  gent,  how^ 
ever^  said  there  was  a  great  saving,  from 
hb  mode  of  contracting  for  the  loan.  There 
was  so,  as  the  rivht  hon.  gent,  conceived 
it,  but  not  as  he  (Mr.  T.)  viewed  the  que»« 
tion.  There  was,  undoubtedly,  a  saving 
as  to  the  one  per  cent,  if  the  loan  had 
been  negotiated  in  the  three  per  cents.  ; 
but,  if  tnis  measure  had  been  adopted,  to 
answer  the  one  per  cent,  there  would  have 
been  a  saving  ot  30,000/.  per  ann.  As  the 
bargain  was,  however,  he  again  congratot 
lated  the  right  hen.  gent,  on  the  terms  on 
which  it  had  been  contracted  ;  and  he 
congratulated  the  country  on  the  pleasing 
consideration  that  there  were  men  in  ift 
disposed  to  shew  such  confidence  in  the 
country  as  to  conclude  a.  loan  on  such 
teims. 

Mr.  Hutkiston  allufled  to  the  terms  oa 
which  the  two  foods  might  be  redeemed  ; 
and  argued,  that  the  bidding  in  the  foor 
per  cents,  was,  (rom  that  single  circom* 
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9tance,  more  advantageous  to  the  country. 
He  also  argued,  that  by  this  mode,  the 
smking  fund  for  the  next  year  would  be 
encreased  rather  than  decreased,  and  would 
amount  to  1  -55th  part  of  our  whole  debt 
He  stated,  as  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  this  circumstance  in  providing  for 
the  exigencies  of  the  country,  and  of  course 
lessening  the  deprivations  to  which  the 
people  were  obliged  to  submit,  that,  where 
we  formerly  borrowed  money  at  the  rate 
of  8^  7#.  per  cent  we  now  borrowed  it  at 
the  rate  of  4/.  148.  ;  s8  that  there  was  here 
a  saving  of  upwards  of  S/.  per  cent,  per 
annum. — ^After  some  further  conversation 
between  sir  John  Newport,  Mr.  Huskisson, 
and  Mr.  Tiemey,  the  Resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

'  [Conduct  of  Marquis  Wbllesley — 
Carnatic  Question.]  On  the  motion  of 
fir  Thomas  Turton,  the  order  for  resuming 
the  adjourned  debate  on  the  Carnatic 
Question  (see  p  392),  was  read.  No  per- 
son rising  to  speak,  the  question  was  put 
oa  the  nrst  Resolution,  and  the  gallery 
was  cleared  foj:  a  divLsion  ;  but  Mr.  She- 
ridan havinff  suggested  to  sir  T.  Turton  to 
withdraw  his  Resolutions  of  ftact  and  dis- 
tinct charges,  in  order  to  bring  the  whole 
Matter  more  satisfactorily  to  issue  on  the 
general  question,  whether  lord  Wellesley's 
conduct  in  the  transactions  with  respect  to 
the  Carnatic,  was  or  was  not  consistent 
with  justice,  or  with  the  character  and  ho- 
nour of  the  British  nation?  a  debate  arose 
on  this  proposition,  on  which  strangers 
were  again  admitted.  When  the  gallery 
was  re-opened, 

Mr.  IVellesUy  Pole  was  speaking.  He 
had  no  objection  to  come  to  issue  this  or 
any  other  night  upon  any  charge  the  right 
hon.  gent,  or  any  other  person,  mi^ht 
have  to  prefer  against  lord  Wellesley.  He 
would  not  sit  silent  when  it  was  insinuated 
that  his  noble  relative  or  his  friends  wished 
to  stifle  inquiry.  It  was  no  evidence  of  a 
disposition  to  blink  the  question,  that  lord 
Wellesley^s  friends  were  desirous  to  come 
to  the  vote  without  provoking  a  fresh  de- 
bate. The  debate  on  the  former  night 
had  closed  with  a  speech  from  an  hon. 
member  (colonel  Allan),  who  had  been  an 
eye-witness  of  the  transactions  in  the  Car- 
natic, and  who  was  in  no  way  connected 
with  lord  Wellesley,  declaring  the  whole 
of  the  matter  contained  in  th^  charges  to 
be  gross  and  unfounded  calumnies.  In 
the  full  confidence  not  only  of  the  inno- 
cence, but  of  the  highly  meritorious  con- 
duct of  lord  Wellesley,  he  was  ready  to 


I  meet  any  thing  that  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Sheridan)  had  to  uree,  however 
awful  it  may  be  to  contend  with  the  great 
talents  and  eloquence  of  that  right  hon. 
gent  matured  and  methodized  on  this 
question  by  a  six  years  preparation.  He 
knew  the  magnitude  of^  the  powers  he 
should  have  to  contend  with,  but  in  the 
cause  of  truth  he  should  not  foe  de6cient 
in  boldness.  He  knew  he  expressed  him- 
self warmly  on  this  subject;  but  durmg 
the  last  six  years,  and  more  particularly 
during  the  last  three  years,  he  had  exhi- 
bited, as  every  one  must  allow,,  no  small 
stock  of  patience.  He  did  not  pretend  to 
be  so  cailoos  as  not  to  feel  indignation 
when  the  hon.  baronet  who  brought  these 
chargessaid,  that  lord  Wellesley's  conduct 
in  India  had  been  such  as  to  convince  him 
that  DO  man  could  retain  honour  or  honesty 
in  that  country.  The  hon.  baronet,  in 
thus  expressing  himself,  only  used  his  par- 
liamentary privilege  of  freedom  of  speech, 
but  he  had  gone  to  the  full  extent  of  that 
privilege  in  using  language  which  he  dared 
not  use  elsewhere.  He  contended,  that 
the  judgment  of  the  house,  however  pro- 
naunced,  after  the  discussion  and  investi- 
gation that  had  taken  place,  would.be  deci- 
sive of  the  case.  If  the  decision  shouki 
be  unfavourable  to  lord  Wellesley,  he 
i^ould  bow  to-  it  as  a  fair  condemnation ; 
if  it  should  be  favourable,  he  would  rely  on 
it  as  a  full  and  fair  acquittal.  He  was 
convinced  that  lord  Wellesley  had  been 
actuated  by  no  principles  but  a  regard  for 
the  honour  ana  interest  of  his  country  ; 
and  in  this  conviction  he  boldly  met  thooe 
accusations,  which,  if  he  thought  them  at 
all  founded  in  fact,  he  should  shrink  from,  * 
and  bide  his- face  at  a^  distance  from  this 
house  and  from  the  society  in  which  he 
had  the.  honour  to  associate. 

Mr.  Sheridan  regretted  that  the  h6n. 
eent  had  so  totally  misconceived  him. 
He  had  never  said  that  that  hon.  gent  or 
any  of  his  friends,  were  anxious  to  blink 
the  question ;  but  he  had  said  the  very 
reverse.  He  had  said,  too,  what  he  would 
repeat,  that  moving  the  previous  question 
was  not  the  way  to  obtain  for  the  noble 
marquis  the  honourable  and  satisfactory 
investigation  so  much  wished  for  by  his 
friends.  It  was  not  directly  meeting  the 
very  serious  charges  brought  against  that 
noble  lord.  As  to  the  part  he  took  in  the 
present  quf  stion,  the  hon.  gent,  knew  well 
that  he  could  not  be  influenced  by  any 
other  motive  than  a  sense  of  public  duty. 
As  to  the  fraternal  intc^mperance  of  toe 

Digitized  by  VoiOOQLC 


769] 


PARL  DEBATES,  Junz  1,  \m^*—Camatk  Question. 


[770 


hon.  gent,  he  was  willing,  if  not  to  approve 
at  least  to  overlook  it ;  at  the  same  time  he 
denied  that  any  thing  had  ever  fallen  from 
him  that  went  to  impeach  the  private  moral 
character  of  the  noble  marquis;  though 
he  always  thought,  and  was  still  of  opinion, 
that  that  noble  lord  betrayed  too  often  a 
mischievous  ambition,  that  might  be  ulti- 
mately ruinous  to  the  British  interests  in 
the  East.  He  would  repeat  his  wish, 
that  the  worthy  baronet  would  wave  his 
antecedent  Resolutions,  and  come  at  once 
to  the  immediate  point  at  issue,  as  to  lord 
Wellesley's  conduct  with  respect  to  the 
Carnatic. 

Mr.  WelkiUy  Pole  stated,  that  when  the 
hon.  baronet  had  opened  his  Resolutions, 
^m  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Wallace),  gave 
notice  that  he  would  move  the  previous 

Question  on  the  Resolutions  of  fact,  and  a 
irect  negative  on  the  criminating  Reso- 
lution, for  which  he  proposed  to  substitute 
a  resolution  of  approbation. 

Sir  John  Anstruther  thought  it  a  most  ex- 
traordinary proceeding,  that  afler  the 
course  just  stated  should  have  been  laid 
down  in  the  presence  of  the  right  hon. 
gent,  a  fortnight  since,  and  he  bad  heard 
it,  and  was  ready  to  speak  on  it  Without 
exception,  he  all  at  once  came  forward 
this  night  to  reverse  all  that  had  been 
done,  and  substitute  a  general  question. 
Nothing  but  the  previous  question  would 
be  a  proper  proceeding  on  some  of  the 
Resolutions.  The  others  were  to  be  met 
directly  in  the  most  decided  manner. 

Mr.  Wallace  felt  himself  warranted  by 
the  practice  of  parliament  in  proposing 
the  previous  question  on  the  Resolutions 
of  fact.  To  the  criminatory  Resolution 
he  proposed  a  direct  negative,  to  be  fol- 
lowed up  with  a  Resolution  of  approbation. 
There  coul  J  be  no  question  that  a  decision 
on  these  Resolutions  would  fully  convey 
the  sense  of  the  house.  The  hon.  baronet 
ivho  opened  the  charge,  and  every  other 
person  who  spoke  on  the  question  treated 
of  it  in  its  full  extent. 

Sir  Tkomas  Turton  considered  that  his 
-Resolution  ought  to  be  agreed  to  without  a 
question.  On  the  fourth  Resolution,  which 
*wa8  criminating,  he  thought  the  house 
•ought  to  go  into  a  committee.  Finding 
that  the  Resolutions  were  to  be  met  in 
this  manner,  he  should  divide  the  house 
on  every  one  of  them-;  and  on  the  fourth, 
criminating  lord  Wellesley,  not  personally, 
but  in  his  acts,  he  should  again  state  to 
the  house  his  reasons  for  confirming  the 
Besolution. 

VouXL 


The  question  being  called  for,  the  house  • 
divided  on  the  first  Resolution.     Two  di- 
visions then  took  place  in  succession.  That 
on  the  first  Resolution  was 

For  the  previous  question     -     102 
For  the  Resolution     -    -    -       18 

Majority  -  -  — 84 
On  the  second  Resolution,  the  numbers 
were 

For  the  previous  question     -     1 09 
For  the  Resolution     -     -     -      21 

Majority       -     -       — 88 
For  about  an  hour  after  this  strangers 
were  excluded  from  the  gallery.     On  our 
return  we  found 

Mr.  G.  Johnstone  addressing  the  house, 
and  condemning  in  strong  terms  the  con- 
duct pursued  towards  the  young  prince  of 
the  Carnatic,  Ally  Hu<?sian,  who  had  been, 
for  no  crime,  punished  with  greater  seve- 
rity than  was  merited  by  the  guilty  person 
who  had  preceded  him  ;  and  no  than  could 
entertain  a  doubt  as  to   the  manner  in 
which  he  came  by  hi»  end,  afler  he  had 
been  given   into  the  power   of  another 
prince.     It  had  been  asked,  whether  the 
government  of  India  would  put  a  young 
man  upon  the  throne  of  the  Carnatic,  who 
was  suspected  not  to  be  cordialljr  their 
friend  ?     If  there  was  any  foundation  for 
that  argument,  it  was  one  of  much  greater 
validity  for  excluding  Omdut  ul  Omrah. 
The  fathef^  who  possessed  his  inheritance 
in  the  greatest  splendour,  had  much  more 
means  of  doing  mischief  than  his  son.     An 
hon.  gent,  who  spoke  on  a  former  debate 
had  greatly  misrepresented  the  fact  when 
he  said  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic  owed 
his  power  to  the  East  India  Company.     At 
one  time  it  was  owing  to  the  assistance  the 
Company  received  from  the  nabob  Wal- 
lajah,   that  our  existence  was  preserved 
afong  the  coast  bordering  on  his  territo- 
ries, when  the  French  attacked  us  near 
Fort  St.  David.     It  was  said  the  nabobs 
were  only  a  sort  of  lords,  and  that  they  had 
no  authority  in  the  country.  The  very  con- 
trary of  this  was  the  fact.    The  nabob  "wat 
a  legitimate  sovereign,  and  the  East  India 
Company  acknowledged  him  as^uch,  by 
holding  territory  from    him. — ^Tlie  hon, 
gent,  then  entered  into  a  history  of  ymr'i* 
ous  transactions  in  India,  to  shew  that  iC 
was  contrary  to  the  principles  and  prac- 
tice of  our  government  at  former  periods, 
to  keep    possession    of  the    territory    of 
native  princes.     At  the  conclusion  of  a 
war  with  Tippoo  Sultaun,  his  territories, 
which  we  had  taken  possession  of  during 
hostilities,  were  restored  to  him.    In  op- 
^D 
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.  position  to  this  and  other  acts  of  a  similar 
kind,  was  our  own  convenience  to  be  set 
up  a  plea  for  injustice  ?  The  letters  of  lord 
Cornwallis  had  been  quoted,  during  a 
former  debate/ in  order  to  justify  this  pro- 
ceeding. But  the  conduct  of  lord  Corn- 
wallis was  that  of  his  actually  giving  up 
the  territory  he  possessed  as  belonging  to 
the  nabob ;  and  was  it  not  extraordinary 
that  this  act  should  have  been  quoted  for 
the  purpose  of  justifying  an  opposite  con- 
duct ?  The  act  to  which  tlie  attention  of 
the  house  was  now  called,  arose  out  of  a 
conviction,  that  to  establish  our  dominion 
in  the  East,  no  part  of  the  territories  be- 
longing to  native  .princes  should  be  suf- 
fered to  remain  in  their  hands.  But  he 
would  ask  if  this  system  had  answered  in 
point  of  policy  ?  Were  we  gainers  by  it, 
even  in  mere  profit  ?  No :  the  very  re- 
verse was  the  fact.  As  soon  as  we  got 
possession  of  any  additional  territory  in 
India,  the  establishment  necessary  to  sup- 
port it,  had  eat  up  the  profit;  and  it  was 
now  a  well-known  fact,  that  we  received 
less  money,  in  point  of  revenue,  from  the 
extensive  dommions  in  our  possession, 
than  we  received  when  we  held  them  from 
the  nabob.  It  was  evident,  therefore,  the 
system  had  not  answered,  either  in  policy, 
or  in  pecuniary  advantage.  As  to  secu- 
rity, we  had  acquired  none:  for  every 
day  proved  that  the  vast  extent  of  our 
dominions  in  the  East,  made  the  security 
less  and  less.  If  the  house  wanted  an  ex- 
ample, he  would  call  to  their  recollection 
the  mutiny  at  Vellore.  It  had  always 
been  the  sentiment  of  lord  Cornwallis, 
that  it  was  only  by  moderation  and  jus- 
tice that  we  could  ever  expect  to  render 
our  dominions  in  Asia  secure,  and  prevent 
those  passions  and  heart-burnings  which 
so  frequently  occurred  in  those  distant 
possessions. 

Mr.  WhUshed  Kecne  entered  into  a  de- 
fence of  the  government  of  India,  in 
depriving  the  nabob  of  his  dominions; 
because  he  had  shewn  a  manifest  disposi- 
tion to  favour  and  aid  the  French.  The 
greatest  abuses,  he  said,  existed  in  the 
Camatic.  The  hon.  member  then  went  so 
far  back  into  the  history  of  the  Camatic 
iis  the  year  1768,  and  pointed  out  such 
abuses  as  he  thought  rendered  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  India  government  highly  ne- 
cessary. He  spoke  at  considerable  length 
in  exculpation  of  the  noble  marquis,  and 
in  favour  of  the  previous  question.  He 
enumurated  the  important  services  he  had 
rendered  his  country,  which  were  manifest 


from  the  documents  upon  the  table  of  the 
house,  and  he  was  convinced  that  from  a 
fair  consideration  of  the  subject,  the  hou^ 
must  acquit  the  noble  marquis  of  the  cri- 
minal part  of  the  charge.  He  contrasted 
the  conduct  of  other  governors  of  India, 
who  had  returned  with  unstained  character, 
with  that  of  the  noble  marquis,  and  con- 
tended that  he,  as  well  as  they,  waa  en- 
titled to  the  approbation  of  his  country. 
He  was  well  persuaded  that  no  other  mea^ 
sures  than  those  adopted  by  the  noble 
marquis  could  have  secured  the  fidelity 
of  the  nabob  of  Arcot;  and  he  thought, 
from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
country,  he  was  fully  warranted  in  the 
line  of  conduct  he  pursued.  Any  body 
who  could  trace  the  origin  of  our  connec- 
tion with  the  nabob,  would  observe  that 
the  actions  of^  the  noble  marquis  were 
marked  by  a  degree  of  prudence  and  firm- 
ness highly  becoming  his  situation  in 
India. 

Mr.  Grafts  confessed  he  had  little  to  say 
upon  the  general  merits  of  the  subject,  a£> 
ter  it  had  been  so  fully  discussed  by  seve- 
ral gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  house ; 
but  as  he  understood  that  there  were  many 
other  gentlemen  who  were  anxious  to  de- 
bate the  last  Resolution,  as  well  as  himself, 
he  should  propose,  from  the  lateness  dC 
the  hour,  to  postpone  the  further  discussion 
upon  that  branch  of  the  question  till  an. 
early  day. — [A  cry  of  go  on!  gaon!]— 
The  hon.  gent,  resumed,  by  observing, 
that  the  question,  as  it  at  present  stood, 
was  reduced  simply  to,  whether  in  his  con- 
duct the  noble  marquis  was  actuated  by  a 
sense  of  justice,  of  necessity,  or  of  policy. 
The  hon.  gent,  then  entered  into  a  history 
of  the  interference  of  France,  by  sending 
agents  to  Tippoo  Saib,  which  was  held  b^ 
the  governors  of  India  as  a  ground  for  their 
interference  in  the  afiairs  of  the  Camatic 
He  detailed  the  gradual  series  of  encroach- 
ments made  by  the  British  government  in 
the  affairs  and  territories  of  the  nabobs, 
until  the  period  that  we  in  fieu:t  assumed 
the  sovereignty  of  their  territory.  In  our 
first  intercourse  and  treaties,  we  had  con« 
sidered  that  power  as  a  principal ;  but  at 
length,  by  our  unjust  encroachments,  we 
became  in  fact  ourselves  the  principals, 
and  reduced  them  to  the  situation  <^ 
vassals  to  ourselves.  We  deprived  the  so- 
vereign of  all  his  political  consequence, 
and  of  the  power  he  originally  possessed. 
Such  conduct  cm  our  parts  might  be  recon- 
ciled to  our  policy,  and  those  principles 
of  aggrandizement  which  characteriaed 
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all  our  acts  of  interference  with  the  na- 
tive powers  of  India,  but  it  could  neither 
be  reconciled  to  principles  of  common 
justice  or  the  law  of  nations.  Although 
he  admitted  there  were  some  irregularities 
on  the  part  of  the  nabob,  yet  we  ought  to 
adhere  in  some  degree  to  common  justice, 
and  not  take  advantage  of  a  trifling  act  of 
irregularity  of  that  power  which  we  ac- 
knowledged as  independent,  and  violate 
the  laws  of  common  humanity,  by  hurling 
the  monarch  from  his  throne.  This  was 
really  a  case  in  which  we  were  more  in- 
terested for  our  own  advantage,  than  for 
the  welfare  of  that  unfortunate  prince,  in 
whose  behalf  we  pretended  to  interfere. 
He  would  ask,  what  were  the  pretences 
upon  which  we  interfered  with  the  nabob  ? 
They  were  various.  The  first  was,  that  he 
kad  violated  the  treaty  with  us,  in  refusing 
to  procure  ns  supplies  of  provisions  and 
carriages.  And  from  this  it  was  inferred, 
that  his  views  towards  us,  were  hostile  and 
declaratory  of  war.  In  his  opinion,  the 
nabob  had  acted  in  the  most  natural  man- 
ner that  a  prince  in  his  situation  could  do ; 
and  he  was  convinced  that  his  conduct 
arose  from  the  consideraticm  of  his  peculiar 
situation,  and  not  from  any  hostile  dispo- 
sition towards  us:  he  acted  Its  others  had 
done  on  similar  occasions.  On  another 
occasion  it  was  said,  he  refused  to  advance 
money  and  troops  to  harrass  his  country. 
Now,  really,  when  he  heard  such  frivolous 
and  contemptible  pretexts  for  such  op- 
pressive conduct,  he  felt  dt^osed  to  ar- 
raign the  understandings  of  those  persons 
who  urged  them.  He  defended  the  na- 
bob from  the  charge,  that  in  1773  he 
evinced  a  hostile  intention  to  the  British 
government,  because  he  did  not  take  an 
active  part  in  their  wars,  from  motives  of 
self-preservation  and  of  confmon  interest ; 
and  contended  that  the  nabob  of  Arcot's 
conduct,  during  his  intercourse  with  the 
East  India  government,  was  marked  by  a 
most  faithful  attachment  to  its  interests^ 
and  by  a  steady  adherence  to  the  general 
terms  of  the  treaties.  In  J  779,  when  there 
was  a  confederacy  entered  into  among  the 
native  powers  oi  India  against  the  India 
government,  what  was  the  conduct  of  Ma- 
hommed  Ali  ?  Did  he  join  in  the  confede- 
racy, or  did  he  even  abet  it?  No:  the 
very  first  intimation  he  received  of  the 
existence  of  such  a  combination,  he  com- 
municated the  information  to  the  governor 
general,  and  strongly  recommended  the 
most  speedy  and  e&otual  remedy  for  the 
coBBequences  likely  to  ensue.    Upon  the 


subject  of  all  these  alleged  charges  be 
bec:ged  to  say,  that  the  government  of 
India  did  not  even  think  themselves  justi- 
fied in  their  conduct ;  but  had  determined, 
at  all  hazards,  to  seize  upon  the  territories 
of  the  nabob,  and  had  even  expressed  their 
determination  so  to  do,  long  before  they 
became  possessed  of  those  documents  upon 
which  they  now  grounded  their  right  of  in- 
terference with  that  power.    With  respect 
to  the  interpretation  put  upon  the  language 
in  the  correspondence  of  the  nabob,  pre« 
judicial  to  him,  as  expressive  of  his  inten- 
tion of  hostility  towards  the  India  govern- 
ment, he  remarked  that  that  interpretation 
was  erroneous,  and  too   literal.      For    it . 
should  be  remembered,  that  this  corres- 
pondence was  in  the  Asiatic  style  of  writ- 
ing, whose  principal  characteristic    was 
that  of  allegory  and  metaphor,  and  conse- 
quently the  matter  therein  should  not  be 
appreciated    according    to    the    poetical 
figures,  applied  to  express  ideas,  which,  if 
taken  in  their  literal  sense,  would  convey 
a  different  meaning  to  what  they  really 
were.     Under  all  the  circumstances  of  this 
transaction,  he  contended  that,  admitting 
the  nabob  to  be  guilty  of  all  these  imputed 
crimes,  yet  the  governor  general  had  ex- 
ceeded his  powers,  by  neglecting  to  adopt 
those  nec^s^ry  forms  to  be  attended  to  in 
a  cause  like  this.     Hi^  conduct  was  there- 
fore illegal,  and  upon  these  grounds,  and 
a  great  many  more  which  he  would  not 
trespass  on  the  attention  of  the  house  by 
enumerating,  he  supported  the  Resolution. 
Mr.   S.  R,  Lushington. — Mr.  Speaker; 
differing  as   I  do  entirely  from  the  hon. 
member  who  has  just  sat  down,  from  the 
hon.   baronet  who  opened  the  debate  on 
a  former  night,  and  from  the  hon.  member 
(Mr.  G.  Johnstone)  who  spoke  from  the 
floor,  I  shall  state  the  reasons  for  that  dif- 
ference, for  the  consideration  of  the  house. 
Without    following  each   of  those    hon. 
members  through  the  lengthened  detail  of 
their  speeches,  I  shall  endeavour  to  reply 
to  the  propositions   they  have  laboured  to 
establish,  and  which  were,  I  believe,  in  ab- 
stract these  :  that  in  the  beginning  of  the 
connexion  between  the  East  India  Com- 
pany and  the  family  of  Mahomed  Ally, 
the  Company  were  indebted  to  them  for 
their  preservation  and  protection  in  the 
Carnatic;    that   in  the  progi-ess  of  that 
connexion,   the  Company  received  from 
Mahomed  Ally  repeated  proofs  of  kind- 
ness and  generosity  ;  but  that  his  govern- 
ment and  that  of  his  son  and  successor^ 
Omdut  ttl  Omrah,  was  distracted  by  tke 
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interference  oC  the   Company^  and  that 
war  and  misery  resulted  to  the  people  from 
the  ambition  and  usurpation  of  their  go- 
yernments :    that  after  a   long  course  of 
faithful  and  honourable  alliance  on   the 
part  of  those  nabobs,  their  posterity  have 
been  degraded  without  cause  or  justice  : 
that  this  act  of  violence  has  carried  its 
own  punishment,  for  that  we  receive  fewer 
resources  by  our  possession  of  the  Camatic 
than  we  formerly  derived  from  the  willing 
hands  of  the  nabob.     Sir,  believing,  as  1 
conscientiously  do,  that  the  exact  reverse 
of  these  propositions  is  the  truth ;  that  the 
Company  owe  nothing  to  the  father  of 
Mahomed  Ally ;  that  to  himself  they  were 
uniformly  benefactors  and  protectors;  that 
all  the  iaith  in  the  alliance  with  him  was 
on  their  part,  and  all  the  treachery  on  his; 
and  that  ailer  a  lone  course  of  suiteriug 
and  distress  from  his  evil  counsels,  they 
have  done  what  true  policy,  a  just  construc- 
tion of  the  law  of  nations,  and  humanity  to 
the  people  of  the  Camatic,  fully  support;  1 
shall  explain  to  the  house  the  grounds  of 
this  opinion.   The  misrepresentation  which 
has  been  made  of  our  situation  oft  the  coast 
of  Coromandel  during  the  administration 
of  Anwar  ud  deen  Cawn,  renders  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  trouble  the  house  with  a 
short  reference  to  our  condition  at  that 
early  period.    Whoever  has  any  know- 
ledge of  tlie  records  of  the  East  India 
Company,  or  of  our  general  history   in 
India,  must  know,  that  for  more  than  a 
century  before  the  arrival  of  Anwar  ud 
deen  Cawn  in  the  Carnatic,  the  Company 
had  carried  on  a  lucrative  commerce  on 
the  coast  of  Coromandel.    The  emperor 
had  granted  to  them  a  few  villages  in  the 
vicinity  of  Madras  and  fort  St.   David ; 
and  his  local  officer,  the  nabob  of  Arcot, 
was  bound  by  the  emperor's  sunnuds  to 
protect,  and  did  actually  protect  them, 
in  their  peaceful  occupations.      The   in- 
tegrity of  their  dealings  excited  the  confi- 
dence of  the  natives,  and  the  security  enjoy- 
ed in  their  possessions  soon  attracted  a  nu- 
merous population  ;  occupied  in  this  tran- 
quil manner,  the  Company  coveted  no 
other  possessions  ;   trade  was  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  their  institution,  and  their  endea- 
vours were  confined  to  its  advancement 
But  when  Anwar  ud  deen  Cawn  arrived 
in  the  province,  the  Company  were  drawn 
from  these  peaceful  pursuits,  and  compel- 
led to  engage  in  the  turbulent  scenes  of 
war.     Anwar  ud  deen  Cawn,  the  father 
of  Mahomed  Ally,  was  charged  by  the 
nizam  with  the  guardianship  of  the  minor 


nabob  of  Arcot,  Seed  Mahomed  Cawn. 
This  youth  was  basely  murdered  in  his 
palace,  in  mid-day,  in  a  very  few  months 
after  he  was  confided  to  the  protection  of 
Anwar  ud  deen  Cawn ;  and  this  atrocious 
act  of  violence  so  soon  succeeding  the 
murder  of  Abdalla,   cast  a  yet  deeper 
stain   upon  the  character  of  Anwar  ud 
deeri  Cawn.    The  people  of  Arcot  beheld 
this  action  with   horror;   they   recurred 
with  gratitude  and  afl^tion  to  the  mild 
and  generous  admimstration  of  the  family 
of  Seed  Mahomed  Cawn;  and  they  saw 
in  the  violent  death  of  this  beloved  youth, 
the  termination  of  that  fostering  care  which 
had  so  long  protected  them  ;  they  appre- 
hended from  the  intrusion  of  a  stranger  into 
the  government  of   the   province,    that 
spirit  of  ravage  which  too  commonly  dis* 
tinguishes  a  violent  and  unjust  possession. 
Unfortunately  for  the  unoffending  people 
of  tlie  Carnatic,  these  fears  proved  too 
true ;  for  from  that  moment  until  the  hour 
in  which   lord   Clive  signed  the  treaty 
which  is  now  the  subject  of  our  delibera- 
tions, a  period  of  near  sixty  years,  the 
people  of  the  Camatic  have  been  scourged 
with  the  plagues  of  war,  famine,  neglect, 
and  oppression  :  but  to  the  English  East 
India  Company  the  succession  of  Anwar  ud 
deen  Cawn  proved,  in  its  very  beginning, 
nearly  fatal.    Dupleix,  governor  of  Pon- 
dicherry,  soon  discovered    that    avarice 
was  the    rutins    passion  of    Anwar   ud 
deen  Cawn,  and  he  succeeded  in  obtaining 
his  connivance  in   an  attack  upon  Ma- 
dras, which  terminated  in  its  capture  by 
the   French,  when  a  large    treasure,  a 
vessel   laden  with    valuable  cloths,  and 
all    their .  shipping,    fell  into   the    hands 
of  their  enemies.     In  vain  were  remon- 
strances and  intreaties  addressed  to  Anwar 
ud  deen  Cawn ;  he  adopted  no  effectual 
measui*es  to  redress  those  misfortunes  which 
were  accumulating  upon  the  English  under 
his  eye  ;  for  he  withheld  that  protectioa 
which  he  was  bound  by  the  sunnuds  of  the 
empire  to  extend  to  them.    The  only  fac- 
tory which  remained  to  us  was  fort  St. 
David  ;  and  although  the  army  of  ^war 
ud  deen  Cawn  under  his  two  sons,  Ma- 
phooz  Cawn  and  Mahomed  Ally,  marched 
towards  Pondicherry  upon  the  plea  of  pu- 
nishing the  insult  of&red  to  the  emperor's 
authority  by  the  seizure  of  Madras,  and 
actually  made  an  attack  upon  a  party  of 
the  French  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  fort 
St.  David,  Dupleix  soon  coatriTed  to  pur^ 
chase  their  return  to  Arcot,  and'canied 
into  execution  his  design  of  attacking  Art 
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St.  Dayid.     In  vain  was  the  most  moving 
appeal  again  directed  to  Mapbooz  Cawn 
and  Mahomed  Ally  in  this  extremity  of 
the    English  affairs ;    ineffectually  were 
such  sums  of  money   as  were  then  left, 
otfered  for  their  contmuance  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood until  the  English  fleet  should 
return,  or  even  for  a  period  of  ten  days. 
The  French  used  the  treasure  they  had 
seized  at  Madras  in  bribing  higher,  and 
the  artay  of  Aawar  ud  deen  returned  to 
Arcot.     Happily,  however,   the  English 
Aeet,  this  nation  s  best  hope  in  every  crisis 
of  her  afiairs,  appeared   in  the  roads  of 
fort  St.  David,  and' dispelled  the  gathering 
destruction.     Such  was  the  nature  of  the 
assistance  and  protection  which  the  Eng- 
lish received  from  the  first  of  the  family 
of  Mahomed  Ally,  and  which  the  honour- 
able member  (Mr.  Johnstone)  has  spoken 
of  in  such  terms  of  approbation ;  but  when 
he  shall  have  consulted  the  records  of  those 
times  with  more  diligence,  he  will  find  that 
the  confidence  of  the  Company's  servants, 
and  the  treachery  of  Anwar  ud  deen  Cawn, 
involved  themsin  almost  irremediable  mis- 
fortune, from  which  he  left  them  to  extri- 
cate themselves.    Anwar   ud  deen  had, 
however,  very  soon  reason  to  repent  his 
desertion  >  of   the   English  ;   it    left    the 
French  at  liberty  to  combine  with  the  re- 
lations of  Seed  Mahomed  to  avenge  his 
murder  ;  and  in  a  battle  fought  against  a 
coofi^erated  force  under  Chunda  Sahib, 
supported  by  the  French,  Anwar  ud  deen 
was  slain  by  a  soldier  in  the  French  ser- 
vice, his  army  routed,  his  eldest  son  Ma- 
phooz  Cawn  taken  prisoner,  and  his  second 
son   Mahomed  Ally  fled  with  a  single 
attendant  to  the  fortress  of  Trichinopoly, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  distant.    At 
this  desperate  moment  Mahomed  Ally, 
who  was  only  the  second  son  of  his  father, 
set  out  upon  the  speculative  idea,  which 
the  turbulence  of  the  times  induced  him  to 
form,  of  succeeding  to  his  father;  but  pos- 
sessing neither  treasures^  troops,  nor  title, 
he  had  no  reasonable  prospect  but  to  de- 
fend Trichinopoly  with  the  few  adherents 
whom  he  could  collect,  until  he  should  be 
able  to  make  some  terms  with  his  enemies. 
They    were    supported   by  a   victorious 
army,  ample  funds,  and  powerful  connec- 
tions ;  whilst  he  had  no  chance  of  suc- 
cour but  from  the  English  ;  and  even  that 
support  which  he  might  have  expected  to 
receive  from  their  known  hostility  to  the 
French,  he  could  hardly  hope  to  derive, 
after  his  father's  desertion  of  fi>rt  St  George 
and  fort  St.  David  still  slrongly  impressed 


on  the  minds  of  the  sufferers.     He  applied 
for  aid  to  the  Company's  government  with 
doubt  and  diffidence,  and  it  was  at  first 
granted  in  a  very  limited  degree  ;  but 
Mahomed    Ally's    poverty  and   distress, 
which  shut  out  every  other  hope  of  relief 
when  disappointed  of  the  assistance  of  the 
soubah,  together  with  the  progress  made 
by  the  French  in  the   Camatic,  induced 
the  Company's    servants  to  espouse  his 
cause  more  warmly.    But  notwithstanding 
the  aid  he  derived  from  the  Company,  the 
ill  success  of  his  undisciplined  rabble,  in 
some  excursions  which  they  rashly  made 
from  Trichinopoly,  rendered  his  prospects 
of  success  so  hopeless,  that  he  formally 
proposed  to  retire  from  the  country  and 
relinquish  his  pretensions  to  the  Company ; 
he  ofiered  to  deliver  over  the  whole  of  his 
countries  to  the  Company's  sole  disposal, 
provided  they  would  allow  him  an  annual 
income  of  two  lacs  of  pagodas,  and  that 
he  would  bind  himself  and  his  heirs  to  thd 
agreement  for  ever.     But  the  Company 
refused  to  take  advantage  of  an  ofifer  which 
was  urged  by  bis  distresses ;  they  chose 
rather  to  preserve  inviolate  their  reputa- 
tion for  uprightness  and  generosity  (which 
in  the  language  of  the  nabob  was  '  as  the 
brightness  of  the  day')  ;  they  trusted  to 
his  gratitude  for  remuneration  when  he 
should  be  liberated  from  his  difficulties, 
and  be  free  to  act  from  the  spontaneous 
impulse  of  his  mind.     They  accordingly 
rendered  him  every  assistance  which  t}ieir 
counsel,  their  troops,  and  their  treasures, 
could  supply  ;  and  after  an  eventful  war 
of  fifteen  years,  they  established  him  in 
the  government  of  the  Camatic,  at  a  vast 
expence  of  British  blood  and  treasure.     I 
shall  now,  sir,  advert  to  the  manner  in 
wbich  Mahomed  Ally  discharged  this  debt 
of  gratitude.    The  ambition  which  had 
only  slumbered  in  hb  bceast  during  ad- 
versity, awakened  with  renovated  strength 
afler  he  had  subdued  all  his  enemies.     He 
avowed  the  design  of  becoming  soubahdar 
of  the  Dekan ;  and  when  he  found  ^hat  to 
assist  schemes  of  foreisn  conquest  and  ag- 
grandisement, and  of  mtemal  oppression, 
was  contrary  to  the  wise  policy  of  the 
Company's  local  governments,  he  endea- 
voured to  undermine  their  authority  by 
bribery  and  intrigue.    In  the  pursuit- of 
this  purpose  he  bought  over  the  worst  ser- 
vants of  the  Company,  with  the  revenues 
of  those  countries  which  the  British  antu 
had  acquired  and  delivered  up  to  him ;  and 
he  obstructed  the  counsels  and  conduct  of 
their  better  officers  by  every  sort  of  cooA* 
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teraction  and  defamation.  On  one  occa- 
sion he  raised  a  faction  that  destroyed  the 
lawful  government  of  the  Company  ;  and 
the  miiform  principle  of  his  policy  was,  to 
pay  those  who  were  too  low  in  pride  or  in 
principle  to  refase  money,  in  exact  propor- 
tion to  the  value  of  those  interests  of  the 
Company  which  it  was  in  their  pow«r  to 
sacrifice.  In  elucidation  of  this  statement 
I  shall  here  read  to  the  house  a  record  of 
the  transactions  of  those  times,  before 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Windham  seconded  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Burke  from  which  the  following  extract  is 
made)  must  bow  with  deference  and  res- 
pect. '  Every  man  who  opposes  the  go- 
'  vemment  and  its  measures  finds  an  im- 

*  mediate  countenance  from  the  nabob : 
'  even  our  discarded  officers,  however  un- 
'worthy,  are  received  into  the  nabob's 
'  service.  The  nabob  is  in  a  great  degree 
'  the  cause'  of  our  present  inability  (Oet. 

*  11,  1769),  by  diverting  the  revenues  of 
'  the  Camatic  through  private  channels.' 
In  speaking  of  the  nabob's  conduct,  20th 
July,  1778  :  'No  sense  of  a  common  danger 
'  in  case  of  a  war  could  prevail  on  him  to 
'  furnish  the  Company  with  what  is  abso- 
« lutely  necessary  to  assemble  an  army  ; 
'  though  it  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that  money 
'  to  a  large  amount  is  now  hoarded  up  in 
'  his  cofiers  at  Chepauk,  and  tunkaws  are 
'  granted  to  individuals  upon  some  of  his 
'  most  valuable  countries.    The  creditors 

*  inspired  into  the  mind  of  the  nabob  of 
'  Arcot  (then  a  dependant  on  the  Company, 
'  of  the  humblest  order)  a  scheme  of  the 
'  most  wild  and   desperate   ambition  that 

*  I  believe  ever  was  admitted  into  the 
'  thoughts  of  a  man  so  situated.  First,  they 
'  persuaded  him  to  consider  himself  as  a 
'  principal  member  in  the  political  system 

*  of  Europe ;  in  the  next  place,  they  held 
'  out  to  him,  and  he  readily  imbibed,  the 
'  idea  of  the  general  empire  of  Indostan.  In 
'  pursuance  of  this  project,  they  extin- 
'  guished  the  Company  as  a  sovereign 
'power  in  that  part  of  India  ;  they  with- 
'  drew  the  Company's  garrisons  out  of  all 
'  the  posts  and  strong  holds  of  the  Car- 
'  natic  ;  they  declined  to  receive  the  am- 
'  bassadors  from  foreign  courts,  and  re- 
'  mitted  them  to  the  nabob  of  Arcot ;  thev 
'  fell  upon,  and  totally  destroyed,  the  old- 
'  est  ally  of  the  company*  the  king  of  Tan- 
'  jore  ;  and  plundered  tlie  country  to  the 
'  amount  of  five  millions  sterling,  one  afler 
'  another,  in  the  nabob's  name,  but  with 
'  Enfflisb  force,  and  brought  into  a  mise* 
'  raU^  servitude  all  the  princes  and  great 


'  independant  nobility  of  a  vast  country. 
'  In  proportion  to  these  treasons  and  vio- 
'  lences,  which  ruined  the  people,  the  fund 
'  of  the  nabob's  debt  grew  and  flourished.' 
And  let  not  the  whole  odium  of  these  mea- 
sures fall  upon  the  creditors,  to  tEe  exclu- 
sion of  his  highness :  they  were  in  perfect 
concordance  with  the  feelings  and  wishes 
of  his  mind.     Upon    this  subject  let  us 
again    hear  what  Mr.   Burke    has   said. 
*'  But  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  3ide  of 
'  the  house  know  .as  well  as  I  do,  and  they 
'  dare  not  contradict  me,  that  the  nabob 
'  of  Arcot  and  his  creditors  are  not  adver- 
'  saries  but  collusive  parties,  and  that  the 
'  whole  transaction  is  under  a  false  colour 
'  and  false  names.     The  struggle  is  not, 
'  nor  ever  has  been,  between  their  rapacity 
'  and  his  hoarded  riches :  no  ;  it  is  be- 
'  tween  him  and  them'combiningandcon- 
'  federating  on  one  side,  and  the   public 
'  revenues  and  the  miserable  inhabitants 
'  of  a  ruined  country  on  the  other  ;  these 
'  are  the  real  plaintiffs  and  the  real  defen- 
'  dants  in  the  suit.     Refusing  a  shilling 
'  from  his  hoards  for  the  satisfiiction  of  any 
'.  demand,  the  nabob  of  Arcot  is  always 
'  ready,  nay  he  earnestly,  and  with  eager- 
'  ness  and  passion,  contends,  for  delivering 
'  up  to  these  pretended  creditors  his  torri- 
'  tory  and  subjects.     It  is,  therefore,  not 
'  from  treasuries  and  mines,  but  from  the 
'  food  of  your  unpaid  armies,  fi*om  the 
'  blood  withheld  from  the  veins  and  wbip« 
'  ped  out  of  the  back^  of  the  most  mise- 
'  rable  of  men,  that  we  are  to  pamper 
'  extortion,  usury,  and  peculation.'    But 
the  most  wretched  of  the  consequences 
which  resulted  firom  the  infatuated  coun- 
sels   and    intrigues    of  Mahomed   Ally, 
was  the  sanguinary  warfare  with  Hyder 
Ally;   and   which    the    honourable    ba- 
ronet   (sir  T.  Turton)  has  most  errone- 
ously charged  as  one  of  the  crimeif  of  the 
Company's  government  towards  Mahomed 
Ally,  as  if  his  intrigues  had  not  been  the 
principal  cause  of  that  calamity.     (Sir  T. 
Turton  here  rose  and  appealed  to  the  house 
whether  he  had  made  use  of  this  exprev 
sion.)  Mr.  Lushington  resumed  :— Sir,  if  I 
have  mis-stated  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
baronet,  I  sincerely  beg  his  pardon ;  but 
when  the  house  considers  the  length  of 
that  hon.  baronet's  speech  (more  than  four 
hours),  it  is  as  probable  that  he  shosld 
have  forgot  some  expressions  of  it  as  ttiat 
I  should  ;  certain  however  I  am,  that  the 
statement  which  I  have^  made  was  thd  im- 
pression which  this  part  of  his  speech  left 
upon  my  mind  ;  ana  the  general  impres- 
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sion  which  his  speech  made  upon  me  was 
this,  that  under  the  guise  of  a  meretricious 
sensibility,  he  was  the  pander  to  the  most, 
licentious  system  of  corruption  and  misrule 
that  ever  disgraced  the  name  and  autho- 
rity of  this  country.  Sir,  my  opinion  that 
the  invasion  of  Hyder  Ally  was  in  a  great 
measure  attributable  to  Mahomed  Ally's 
councils,  is  derived  from  Mr.  Burke,  and  I 
shall  here  read  that  passage  of  his  works  to 
the  house.  '  From  that  time  forward  aconti- 
'  nued  plot  was  carried  on  within  the  divan, 

*  black  and  white,  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot, 

*  tor  the  destruction  of  Hyder  Ally.  When 
'  at  length  Hyder  Ally  found  that  he  had 
«  to  do  with  men  who  were  the  determined 
'  enemies  of  human  intercourse  itself,  he 

*  decreed  to  make  the  Camatic  an  everlast- 

*  ing  monument  of  his  veneeance ;  then 
'  ensued  a  scene  of  woe  the  Tike  of  which 

*  no  eye  had  seen,  no  heart  conceived,  and 

*  which  no  tongue  can  adequately  tell ;  all 

*  the  horrors  of  war  before  known  or  heard 
'  of  were  mercy  to  that  new  havoc.'  I 
will  not  wound  the  feelings  of  this  house 
by  quoting  this  description  more  at  large; 
but  I  can  assure  them,  from  personal  ob- 
servation, and  from  the  sad  tales  of  some 
who  survived  the  plagues  of  war  and  fa- 
mine, that  this  is  not  the  lanffua^e  of 
poetry  or  fiction ;  it  is  a  real  picture 
of  the  most  dreadful  series  of  misfortunes 
that  ever  afflicted  mankind.  And  what 
was  the  conduct  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot, 
whilst  this  hurricane  of  misery  was  raging  ? 
Did  any  compunctious  feelings  of  consci- 
ence for  the  evils  whicji  he  had  brought 
upon  his  people,  produce  any  change  in 
his  infatuated  counsels  ?  Did  he  shew 
any  disposition  to  repair  his  former  wick- 
edness, or  to  repose  in  sincere  alliance  and 
confidence  upon  the  Company's  govern- 
ment ?  The  opportunity  of  returning  to 
a  better  estimation  of  his  duties  and  inte- 
rests was  peculiarly  favourable,  for  the 
nobleman  who  then  administered  that  go- 
vernment would  have  upheld  him  in  every 
wise  and  virtuous  resolution ;  this,  however, 
did  not  consist  with  his  highness's  views. 
In  an  hour  of  alarm  he  had  consented  to 
transfer  the  management  of  his  country 
to  lord  Macartney ;  but  he  soon  removed 
every  claim  of  merit  founded  upon  this 
concession,  by  a  system  of  counteraction 
that  obstructed  much  of  that  benefit  which 
had  otherwise  been  derived  from  it.  Sir, 
my  hon.  friend  (colonel  Allan)  who  spoke 
from  this  side  of  the  house  in  the  former 
night's  debate,  traced  with  so  much  accu- 
racy and  ability  the  course  of  lord  Mac- 


artney's conduct  and  sentiments  in  regard 
to  Mahomed  Ally  and  the  Carnatic,  that 
I  will  not  trespass  upon  the  time  of  this 
house,  or  weaken  the  force  of  his  argu- 
ments, by  any  further  references  to  that 
period.  1  shall  advance  in  my  statement 
to  the  year  1787,  when  our  connection 
with  Mahomed  Ally  assumed  a  more  defi- 
nite shape.  In  that  year  sir  A.  Campbell 
entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  nabob,  pre- 
scribing in  explicit  terms  the  duties  of  the 
two  contracting  parties.  The  Company 
was  solely  intrusted  with  the  military  de- 
fence of  the  Carnatic,  and  the  protection 
of  the  nabob  from  all  his  enemies.  The 
nabob  was  bound  to  provide  from  the  re- 
venues an  annual  subsidy  of  nine  lacs  of 
pagodas,  to  be  paid  to  tHe  Company,  and 
twelve  lacs  oif  account  of  his  creditors  ; 
and  to  put  a  stop  to  those  mischiefs  which 
had  arisen  fron^  his  intrigues  and  emissa- 
ries in  the  courts  of  native  states  in  India, 
a  clause  was  expressly  introduced  as  fol- 
lows ;  '  His  highness  will  not  enter  into 
'  any  political  negotiations  or  controversies 
'  with  any  state  or  power  without  the  con- 
'  sent  or  approbation  of  the  president  in 
'  council  of  Fort  St.  George.'  From  this 
period  until  1790,  Mahom^  Ally  held  the 
Carnatic  imder  this  treaty;  at  that  time 
lord  Comwallis  eiYgaged  in  the  war  against 
Tippoo  Sultan,  and  at  the  clo^e  of  it  restor- 
ed the  country  to  the  nabob,  subject  to  the 
conditions  of  the  treaty  of  1792,  which  is 
now  the  object  of  our  deliberation.  With 
the  permission  of  the  house,  I  will  read 
the  preamble  of  that  treaty,  as  the  best 
explanation  of  lord  Cornwatlis's  intentions 
in  making  it.  *  Whereas  a  certain  engage- 

*  ment  was  entered  into  between  the  hon. 

*  English  East  India  Company  and  his 
'  highness  the  nawaub  of  the  Carnatic, 
'  bearing  date  24th  February  1787,  for 
'  the  purpose  of  cementing  an  everlasting 

*  friendship  with  each  other,  and  of  con- 
'  tributing  mutually  towards  the  defence 
'  of  the  Carnatic  and  countries  dependant 
'  thereon  ;  whereby  it  was  stipulated  that 
'  the  said  Company  should  maintain  a , 
'  military  force,  and  that  the  said  nawaub 
'should  pay  annually  a  certain  sum  of 
'  money  arising  from  the  revenues  of  the 
'  Carnatic,  and  should  furnish  sufficient  and 
'  satisfactory  security,  under  certain  con^ 
'  ditions  expressed  in  the  said  engagement^ 
'  for  the  regular  payment  of  the  sum  stipu- 
'  lated  to  the  said  Company ;  and  whereas 
'  it  appears  by  the  representations  of  tha 
'  said  nawaub,  that  the  resourced  of  the 
'  Carnatic  are  not  competent  to  onable  him 
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^  to  perform  the  stipulations  in  the  said  en- 

*  gagement ;  and  whereas  it  further  ap- 
'  pears  that  the  security  which  the  said 
'  nawaub  agreed  in  the  abovementioned 
'  engagement  to  furnish  for  the  due  pay- 

*  ment  of  the  stipulated  sum  to  the  Com- 

*  pany,  is  in  its  nature  inadequate  to  the 

*  end   intended ;  wherefore   the   engage- 

*  roenfr  aforesaid  shall  henceforth  be  con- 

*  sidered  by  the  contracting  parties  as  an- 
'  nulled,  and  in  lieu  thereof  the  following 
'  articles  agreed  to/  From  this  preamble 
to  the  treaty  of  1792,  it  will  be  seen,  that 
in  forming  a  new  treaty  with  Mahomed 
Ally,  lord  Cornwallis  had  two  principal 
objects  in  view  ;  first,  the  generous  one  of 
relieving  the  nabob  from  a  payment  which 
be  believed  burthensome  to  him,  and  his 
lordship  accordingly  reduced  his  annual 
payments  from  twenty-one  to  fifteen  lacs 
of  sicca  pagodas;  secondly,  to  obtain  a 
real  security  for  the  payment  of  the  sub- 
sidy to  the  Company  in  all  time  to  come. 
The  security  provided  was  the  mortgage 
of  particular  districts,  which  were  to  be 
taken  by  the  Company  in  the  event  of 
failure ;  and  that  these  districts  might  not 
be  injured  by  that  system  of  extorticm  and 
usury  by  which  the  people  had  been  so 
cruelly  oppressed,  and  the  Camatic  so 
much  exhausted,  it  was  stipulated  that 
his  highness  should  not,  on  any  account, 
grant  tunkaws,  and  in  order  to  render  the 
breach  of  this  part  of  the  treaty  more  impro- 
bable and  difficult,  it  was  further  stipulated, 
that  any  tunkaws  which  might  be  granted 
should  become  void,  in  event  of  the  dis- 
tricts coming  into  the  Compsmy's  hands  ; 
thus  providing  a  double  security  against  the 
violation  of  this  article  of  the  treaty  :  the 
first  part  of  the  clause  pledging  the  nabob's 

.faith  as  our  ally,  the  last  part  operating  on 
the  fears  of  the  money-lenders.  The  im- 
portance which  lord  Cornwallis  attached 
to  the  security  provided  by  the  clause  of 
(he  treaty  here  alluded  to,  and  to  the  pre- 
servation of  that  security  from  acts  ot  in- 
jury and  waste,  is  sufficiently  shewn  by 
the  relinquishment  of  six  lacs  of  pagodas 
annually.  This  large  cession  had  been 
nnjustinable  on  any. other  ground,  but  if 
the  nabob  had  fulfilled  this  part  of  the 
treaty  it  had  been  well  bestowed.  The 
evils  which  had  arisen  fi-om  this  system  in 
past  times  were  well  known  to  lord  Corn- 
wallis, and  his  humane  mind  anxiously 
desired  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  their 
recurrence.  We  know  what  a  scene  the 
Camatic  had  presented  during  these  opera- 
lioDg ;  they  had  been  described  by  Burke 


in  the  following  words:  '  In  consequence 
of  this  double  game,  all  the  territorial 
revenues  have,  at  one  time  or  other,  been 
covered  by  those   locusts   the  English 
soucars  ;  not  one  single  foot  of  the  Car- 
natic  has  escaped  them,  a  territory  as 
large  as  England.    During  these  opera- 
tions, what  a  scene  has  that  country  pre- 
sented !  The  usurious  European  assignee 
supersedes  the  nabob's  native  farmer  of 
the  revenues^  the  farmer  flies  to  the  na- 
bob's   presence    to  claim  his    bargain, 
whilst  his  servants  murmur  for  wages  and 
his  soldiers  mutiny  for  pay  ;  the  mort- 
gage to  the  European  assignee  is  then 
resumed,  and  the  native  farmer  replaced, 
again  to  be  removed  on  the  new  clamour 
ot  the  European  assignee.     Every  man 
of  rank  and  landed  fortune  being  long 
since  extinguished,  the  remaining  mise- 
rable last  cultivator,  who  grows  to  the 
soil,  after  having  his  back  scored  by  the 
farmer,  has  it  again  flayed  by  the  whip 
of  the  assignee,  and  is  tnusby  a  ravenous, 
because  a  short-lived,  succession  of  claim- 
ants, lashed  from  oppressor  to  oppressor, 
whilst  a  single  drop  of  blood  is  lefl  as 
the  means  of  extorting  a  single  grain  of 
com.     Do  not  think  I  paint ;    far,  very 
far  from  it ;  I  do  not  reach  the  fact,  nor 
approach  to  it ;  men  of  respectable  con- 
dition, men  equal   to  your   substantial 
English  yeomen,  are  daily  tied  up  and 
scourged  to  answer  the  multipli^  de- 
mands of  various  contending  and  contra- 
dictory titles,  all  issuing  from  one  and  the 
same  source.    Tyrannous  exaction  brings 
on  servile  concealment,  and  that  agam 
calls   forth    tyrannous   coercion;    they 
move  in  a  circle,  mutually  producing  and 
produced  ;  till  at  length  nothing  of  hu- 
manity is  left  in  the  government;   no 
trait  of  integrity,  spirit,  or  manliness,  in 
the  people.'     It  was  under  impressions 
such  as  are  here  described,  that  terd  Corn- 
wallis had  written  Ur  the  court  of  directors 
in  the  year  1790,  in  the  terms  quoted  by 
my  honourable  friend  (colonel  Allan)  in 
the  former  debate;  and  after  two  years 
finther  experience  and  local  observation 
of  the  state  of  the  Camatic,  lord  Cornwal- 
lis determined  to  relinquish  six  lacs  of  pa- 
godas annually  to  the  nabob,  without  ac- 
quiring any  other  concession  for  the  Com- 
pany tnan  the  following  clauses,  intended 
to  put  an  end  to  that  clandestine  influence 
which  the  worst  Europeans  had  so  long 
exercised  at  the  durbar,  and  the  right  to 
collect  the  poligar  tribute  at  the  Company's 
own  expence  and  risk.    '  In  conse^uenct 
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of  ihis  measure,  whereby  the  districts 
fntintioned  in  the  schedule  No.  2,  beoooie 
relponsible  for  ^f  arrears  that  may  ac- 
crUie.  iQ  the  payment  of  the  aboire  stipu- 
lated kists,  the  said  nawaub  agrees  that 
he  will  itot  grant  tunkaws  or  assignments 
Oft  any  acco4int  on  the  revenues  thereof; 
and  if,  contrary  to  this  condition,  any 
tunkdws  or  assignments  should  exist  when 
the  said  distrjctfi  or  any  of  them  shall  be 
assumed  by  the  said  Company,  such  tun- 
kaws  or  assignments  shal)  be  declared  by 
the  said  Company  aod  the  said  nawaub, 
to  be  of  no  yalue,  nor  shall  th^y  remain 
in  efiect/     It  sqppears  to  me  quite  e?i- 
dent,  as  I  bare  alretuly  stated,  that  the  in- 
tention of  lord  Corftwatlis  ih  framing  this 
clkuse  was,  first  to  bind  the  faith  o^  the 
nabob  Bgabifitthe  breach  of  it,  and  second- 
ly to  operate  upon  the  fears  of  the  tun- 
khadars,  so  as  to  restrain  th^m  from  en- 
cx>uragtng  the  nabob  to  tiie  secret  violation 
€f  it.     Alt  the  mto  who  had  esrtablished 
an  usurious  conoectioD  at  the  durbair,  saw 
li-om  the  Inoment  that  the  treaty  of  1792 
was  published,  that  the  foitl^ul  eSecutibn 
of  these  claused  would  destroy  their  profit, 
by  putting  an  end  to  that  secret  influence 
miiich  had  so  long  alienated  the  nabob's 
cotfifidence  itom  the  local  government  6f 
the  Cooipany,  and  precluded  the  possibility 
of  any   reform  in  his  administration :  it 
was    thei'eibre  suggested   to  the    nabob, 
that  as  the   clause  contained  a  specific 
penalty  which  attached    only  upon  the 
money-lender,  hia  highness  might  break 
his  faith  with  the  Company  without  fear 
of  any  evil  consequence  to  himself;  and 
as  he  bad  always  contended  with  eagerness 
and  passion  for  delivering  up  to  his  pre- 
tended creditors   his  territories    and  his 
tubjecta,  he  again  indulged  in  this  invete^ 
rate   habit.     The  calamitous  process   of 
these  tunkaws  has  been  most  ably  and 
minutely  described  by  lord  Hobart,  who 
was  continually  embroiled  with  the  durbar 
Imd  its  agents  on  account  of  the  breiich  of 
this  part  of  the  treaty.      Whoever  has 
read  the  minute  and  the  letter  of  lord 
Hobart  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  1 5th 
Septembej^  1792,  will  recollect,  that  lord 
Hobart    regarded  the  granting  of  these 
tunkaws  by  the  nabob  as  a  fnndamental 
vidlatk)a  of  the   letter  and  spirit  of  the 
treaty  of  1723.    Nor  was  his  lordship  sin- 
fi&lar  ih  this  opinion  ;  I  speak  firoih  per- 
ianal kndwledse  when  I  say,  that  all  the 
best  Si^rvaats  of  the  Company  entertained 
the  stole  opiikion ;  and  we  know  that  the 
fovjernhient  at  htmie  and  the  court  of  di* 
Vou  XI. 


rectorft,  ffdly  concurred  in  this  c6nchisioa» 
as  appears  from  many  of  their  public  dis- 
patches, and  particularly  the  following, 
dated  5th  June  1791^,  to  the  goveriunent 
of  fort  St.  George.    '  We  have  been  ad- 
vised by  the  earl  of  Momington,  that  the 
nabob  continues  to  oppose  a  determined 
resolution  to  the  modification  of  the  trea*- 
ty  of  17 92,  which  has  been  repeatedly 
proposed  to  him.    At  the  same  time  we 
observe  that  his  highness  has  distinctly 
acknowledged  that  he  is  in  the  practio^ 
of  raising  money  annually  by  assignments 
of  the  revenues  of  those  districts  which 
form  the  security  fo*'  the  payment  of  the 
Company's  subsidy.     As  this  practice  tt 
unqnestioaably  contrary  to  the  letter, 
atnd  sabversiveof  the  spirit,  of  that  trea^ 
ty,  we  direct,  that  mimediately  upon  th^ 
receipt  hereof  you  adopt  the  necessary 
measures  for  talking  possession    in   the 
name  of  the  Compaay  of  the  whole  6t 
any  part  of  the  said  districts,  the  revenue 
of  which  shall  appear  to  be  so  assigned ; 
and  that  you  continue  to  hold  the  same> 
and  collect  the  rents  thereof,  in  order  thai 
the  Company  may  not  in  iiiture  be  de- 
prived of  the  only  security  which  they 
possess  under  the  before-mentioned  trea^ 
ty,  to  answer  any  failure  in  the  nabob  in 
the  discharge  of  his  subsidy :  yon  will 
immediately  communicate  to  the  nabob 
the  determination  we  have  come  to,  and 
the  orders  you  have  received  relative  to 
this  point/     1  have  entered  into  this  de* 
tail  to  shew,  that  the  interpretation  subse- 
quently put  Upon  this  article  of  the  treaty  , 
(and  the  conduct  of  Omdut  ul  Omrah  in 
regard  to  it)  by  marquis  Wellesley  and  by 
lord  Clive,  was  not  an  arbitrary  or  hasty 
construction  of  those  noble  lords  ;  but  that 
It  was  the  impartial  concurring  judgment 
of  the  Company's  best  servants  at  fort  St. 
George,  of  lord  Hobart,  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors^ and  of  the  board  of  controul,  for  a 
period  of  7  years.     If,  therefore,  the  ar- 
rangement made  with  Azeem  ol  Dow  lab' 
upon  the  death  of  Omdut  ul  Onirah,  and 
the  absolute  refusal  of  Ally  Hussein /to 
give  the  Company  a  security  against  the 
future  breach  of  the  treaty  of  17P2,  had 
rested  on  this  ground  alone,  I  should  have 
contended  that  it  was  warranted  by  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  instructions  trans- 
mitted by  the  court  of  directors  to  India 
(who  had  also  expressly  ordered  that  the 
country  should  not  be  restored  to   tM 
nabob  in  the  event  of  war,  until  a  better 
arrangement  could  be  made  with  him) ; 
that  it  was  jnstified  by  the  law  of  naftions, 
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and  the  duties  of  humanity  to  onr  fellow- 
creatures. — ^But  the  house  know  that  the 
arrangement  made  with  Azeem  ul  Dowlah^ 
is  supported  also  upon  other  grounds :  I 
mean  of  course  the  treacherous  corres- 
pondence   discovered    at    Seringapatam, 
coupled  with  the  embarrassments  opposed 
by  the  nabob  to  the  collection  and  move- 
ment of  our  supplies  during  the  last  war 
with  Tippoo.    1  shall  now  briefly  examine 
that  evidence.     This  part  of  the  question 
has  already  received  a  very  ample  discus- 
sion in  India,  where  every  argument  and 
objection  could  be  best  felt  and  ^pre- 
ciated.     It  has  been  carefully  investigated 
i>y  men  possessed  of  that  knowledge  of 
the  Eastern  languages  and  manners,  which 
rendered  them  peculiarly  fitted  ^r  this 
trust ;  men  whose  characters  were  never 
tainted  by  the  breath  of  slander  until  the 
hon.  baronet  delivered  his  speech  in  the 
former  debate  ;  and  who,  far  from  deserv- 
ing such  treatment,  are  entitled,  for  their 
public  honour  and  public  usefblness,  to 
the  protection  and  applause  of  this  house. 
The  right  hon.  member  who  spoke  second 
inthis  debate  on  a  former  night,  delivered 
faia  sentiments  with  so  much  perspicuity 
and  judgment  upon  the  nature  of  this 
evidence,  that  I  shall  confine  my  remarks 
to  those  impressions  which    local  know- 
ledge, and  a  tolerable  acquaintance  with 
Persian  correspondence,  have  suggested  to 
me  during  the  examination  of  it.     In  do- 
ing so,  I  shall  follow  the  order  in  which 
the  correspondence  is  recorded  ;   not  imi- 
tating the  example  of  the  hon.  baronet, 
who  in  pursuit  of  his  purpose  of  throwing 
a  ridicule  upon  this  evidence,  thought  fit 
to  postpone  the  burden  of  examining  (he 
cypher  (which  he  knew  to  be  the  docu-> 
ment  of  th^  most  hostile  tendency,  and 
essentially  necessary   to    give    the   true 
meaning  of  certain  passages  in  other  let- 
ters) until  he  had  slurred  over  all  the  other 
documents.     In  examining  the  first  num- 
ber, I  am  reminded  that  the  honourable 
director,  in  adverting  to  this  evidence, 
stated  that  nothing  could  be  more  unjust 
than  to  attach  any  imputation  upon  the 
character  or  truth  of  Wallajah  or  Omdut 
ttl  Omrah  on  account  of  this  conrespond- 
ence,   since  the  parts  regarded  as  most 
obnoxious  were  communicated  in  the  pre- 
sence of  lord  Comwallis  ajid  sir  William 
Medows.     Sir,  it  is  evident  to  me  that  the 
honourable  director  has  not  accurately 
examined   this    correspondence.      Those 
professions  where  Wallajah  atteinpta  to 
raise  himself  in  the  estimatioa  of  Tippoo 


by  a  grots  calumny  against  the  British 
government,  his  ally,  were  not  made  in 
the  presence  of  lord  Comwailis  and  sir 
Wm,  Medows,  nor  was  any  part  of  the 
correspondence  communicated  to  either  of 
them.  The  instance  to  which  I  allude,  is  i 
where  Wallajah  speaks  of  the  war  under- 
taken by  lord  Comwallis  affainst  Tippoo 
sultan  in  the  year  1780.  Wallajah  knew 
perfectly  well  that  lord  Cornells  had 
engaged  in  that  war  firom  the  generous 
resolution  of  protecting  our  helpless  ally 
the  rajah  of  Travancore ;  and  yet  Walla- 
jah tells  Tippoo  Sultan's  vakeels,  <  May 
'  God  long  preserve  Tippoo  Sultan,  who 
'  is  the  pillar  of  the  religion  of  Mahomed  I 
'  Night  and  day  I  used  to  be  absolved  in 

*  this  contemplation^  and  to  pray  for  his 
'  highness's  prosperity  ;  I  call  God  to 
'  witness  this    fact,   because   the  confe- 

*  deracy  of  their  allies  was  for  the  sub* 
'  version  of  the  Mahomedan  religion.  It 
'  is  solely  to  be  attributed  to  the  divine 
'  goodness,  that  the  prayers  of  us  sin- 
'  ners  have  been  accepted  ;  beli€ve  it 
'true, that  I  from  my  heart  desire  the 
'  welfare  of  the  sultan.'  Three  days  af- 
terwards, when  lord  Comwallis  and  sir 
W.  Medows  were  present  with  the  TakeeH 
Wallajah  took  occasion  to  observe,  '  that 

we  (the  vakeels)  considered  him  to  hare 
been  an  enemy ;   whereas  he  declared 
in  the  presence  of  God  that  he  was  not^ 
and  is  not ;   that  on  the  contrary  he  was 
a  friend  and  well-wisher ;  and  that  he 
had  opposed  the  breach  between  your 
majesty  and  the  allied  states  to  such  a 
degree,  that  every  one  decided  in  his 
own  mind  that  inwardly  your  majesty 
and  his  highness  were  one ;  and  he  de- 
sired us  to  a^  lord  Comwallis  and  sir 
W.  Medows,  who  were  present,  whether 
he  said  true  or  not.'      Every  person  ac- 
quainted with  the  situation  of  Wallajah, 
knows  that  he  did  oppose  the  war,  and  the 
cause  of  that  opposition.    We  know  he 
feared,  if  war  did  take  place,  that  lord 
Comwallis  would  be  necessitated  to  as* 
sume   the   temporary   possession   of  the 
Camatic;    and  rather  than  this  should 
happen,  Wallajah  was  perfectly  willing 
and  anxious  that  the  rajah  of  Travancore^ 
like  himself  a  helpless  ally  of  our  govern- 
ment, should  be  abandcmed  by  the  British 
goTemment  to  the  violence  of  Tippoo. 
Let  those  who  are  acc^uamted  with  th* 
mind  of  lord  Comwallis  judge  what  would 
have  been  his  feelings,  if  WaUajah  had 
told  the  vakeels  of  Tippoo  in  his  lordship'4 
presence^    that   he    had    attacked   tbti« 
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master,  not  in  defence  of  the  rajah  of  Tra^ 
▼anoore>  bat  to  siibvert  the  Mahomedan 
religion.  This  communication  was  how- 
ever made  by  Walbjah,  but  to  the  v^keeis 
in  secret,  not  in  the  presence  or  with  the 
knowledge  of  lord  Corn wal  lis ;  far  there- 
fore from  considering  the  offensive  nature 
of  the  first  speech  to  the  vakeeU  on  the 
10th  of  June,  as  done  away  by  that  made 
m  the  presence  t>f  lord  Corawallis  on  the 
1 5th  ot  June,  t>r  that  any  part  of  the  en** 
minality  of  the  whole  of  this  .correspond*- 
ence  is  explained  by  any  communication 
that  took  place  with  the  knowledge 'of 
lord  Corawaliis,'it  appears  to  me  that  the 
reference  made  to  lord  Cornwallis  and  ge'- 
neral  Medows  in  the  presence  of  the 
rakeels,  was  one  of  those  studied  <:ontri- 
vances  in  which  bis  highness  was  so  fer<- 
tile,  and  by  which  he  endeavoured  to  gain, 
by  general  professions  of  friendship  for 
Tippoo  in  the  hearing  of  lord  €omwallis> 
the  confidence  of  the  vakeels  in  his  pre- 
vious defamatiMi  of  his  lordshtp^s  motives 
for  entering  into  the  war.  in  the  few  re- 
marks which  the  hon.  baronet  bestowed 
upon  the  cypher,  he  declared  thart  the  use 
t>r  such*  instruments  was  a  common  occur- 
rence in  Inditr;  and  that  it  was  impossible 
to  coneeive  a  cypher  like  this,  so  simple 
«nd  litnited  in  its  expressions,  capabliB  of 
being  intended  or  used  for  any  treacherous 
"M*  hostile  purpose.  I  certainly  differ  en- 
tirely from  the  hon.  baronet  in  his  opinion 
of  the  frequent  use  of  cyphers  of  this  de- 
scription in  India ;  in  the  affairs  of  private 
life  such  instruments  never  are  used,  and 
even  in  political  transactions  the  use  of  a 
cypher  is  a  very  rare  occurrence.  But 
the  hofw  baronet  would  prove  nothing  by 
proving  the  use  of  such  cyphers  in  poli- 
tical correspondence  in  India,  becavtse  Wal- 
lajah  and  Omdut  «1  Omrah  were  wisely 
interdicted  by  the  treaty  of  1792  (as  they 
had  been  by  tke  treaty  of  1787)  from 
*■  enternbg  into  antnegociations  or  political 
'correspondence  with  any  European  or 
'  native  powers  without  ihe  consent  of  the 
'  said  Company.'  .  It  has,  however,  been 
9oggested>  that  this  cypher  was  intended 
to  conduct  a  marriage  between  tbe  fami- 
lies of  Tippoo  and  Wallajah.  Iwill  not 
detain  the  house  by  going  into  all  the  rea- 
sonmg  founded  upon  oUier  parts  of  the 
evidence,  written  and  oral,  to  ^ew  the 
absurdity  of  this  proposition ;  but  I  will 
state  plainly  upon  a  view  of  the  cypher 
itself,  the  utter  impossibility  of  applying 
k  to  any  purpose  of  marriage.  The  only 
expression  ia  it  which  miglU  lead  to  such 


a  supposition  in  the  mind  of  a  person  ig* 
noraut  of  eastern  manners  and  languages^ 
is  the  word  '  ring;'  t>ut  as  a  ring  is  not 
used  in  eastern  marriages,  it  can  have  no 
reference  to  that  ceremony.  Rejecting 
therefore  this  absurd,  irrational  propose 
tion,  which  is  directly  contradicted  by  the 
evidence  of  the  vakeels^  and  all  the  cir* 
cumstaoces  so  forcibly  stated  by  the  right 
hon«  ^nt  (Mr.  Wallace)  in  the  former 
debate,  I  must  look  for  a  different  expla* 
nation  of  the  intention  of  this  cypher. 
.  Upon  the  first  view  of  this  document,  the 
opprobrious  terms  in  which  the  three  al- 
lies are  designated,  cannot  fail  to.  strike 
attention  ;  but  it  has  still  been  asserted  to 
be  so  limited  as  to  preclude  the  use  of  it 
in  any  matter  of  policy  or  secrecy.  This 
assertion  made  a  due  impression  upon  me 
when  I  first  heard  it ;  and  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  put  it  to  the  te^  by  composing  a 
letter  that  should  describe  an  atrocious  in» 
tendon  (such  as  the  massacre  at  Vellore), 
and  U^»  endeavour  to  render  it  into  the 
language  oC  this  cypher,  so  that  it  would 
be  unintelligible  to  a  person  not  possessed 
of  it,  and  easily  understood  by  a  person 
having  the  cypher.  I  can-  assure  fhe  hon. 
gent,  opposite  that  I  found  no  difiiculty 
whatever  in  applying  this  cypher  in  this 
manner,  and  further  that  this  sort  of  me<^ 
taphorieal  cypher  best  corresponds  with 
the  genius  and  character  of  the  people^ 
The  next  document  which  was  paiticu- 
iarly  objected  to  by  the  hon,  baronet  was, 
the  translation  of  a  copy  of  a  letter  of 
Tippoo  Sultan  toWall^jahiin  which  some 
of  the  terms  are  actually  usbd.  The  hon. 
bayonet  asked,  as  this  wbs  only  a  copy  of  a 
letter,  '  who  could  say  that  the  original 
'  was  ever  sent  ?  it  might  have  been  com- 
'  posed  by  Tippoo  for  amusement,  and 
'  honourable  members  in  this  house  well 
'  know  that  thems^ves  sometimes  com- 
'  posed  letters  which  they  did  not  aiiter- 
'  wards  send/.  Sir,  when  I  recollect  the 
manner  and  the  place  where  this  letter  was 
found,  that  it  was  discovered  in  the  office 
of  Tippoo  Sultan,  and  when  I  recollect  the 
remarkable  regularity  of  the  sultan  in 
matters  of  business,  I*  cannot  subscribe  to 
the  puerile  idea  of  the  hon.  baronet,  that 
this  letter  <nLieht  have  been  composed  for 
amusefldent.  The  honourable  baronet,  and 
oth^*s  of  us,  may  write  letters,  or  compose 
speeches  intended  to  be  spoke,  and  which 
we  have  no  opportunity  of  speaking ;  but 
in  afi^s  of  state,  when  I  fmd  in  an  office 
of  state  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent,  I  cannot 
reconcile  to  my  mind  tbe  absurdity  of  de» 
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nying  all  credil  to  it  because  it  migl^t  oot 
have  been  sent.  This  sort  of  objection 
itiay  be  Tery  proper  in  a  court  of  law ; 
but  I  trust  that  those  who  have  to  guard 
the  safety  of  this  country  from  foreign 
treacheiy,  will  not  wait  for  this  sort  of  evi- 
dence before  they  act  against  impending 
danger.  The  objection  made  by  the  hon. 
baronet  to  the  next  number  was,  I  think, 
6f  a  nature  equally  unreasonable.  It  is  a 
translation  of  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Tippod 
l^ultan  to  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  the  nabob  of 
the  Caraatic  -^  and  as  this  letter  is  dated 
29th  November  17i>%  when  OnKlot  ul 
Omrah  was  not  nabob  of  the  Caraatic, 
this  circumstance  made  the  letter  look  to 
the  honourable  baropet  like  a  forgery. 
The  hon.  baronet  dwelt  very  largely  upon 
this  point ;  but  dirested  of  all  the  inflated 
li^nguage  in  which  he  represented  it,  the 
matter  is  very  pimple.  The  title  given  to 
Tippoo  Sultan  and  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  is  pro- 
bably not  one  tenth  part  of  the  original 
Persian  title ;  the  title  must  be  regarded 
as  the  arbitrary  act  of  the  translator^  who 
did  not  chuse  to  waste  his  time  in  trans- 
lating all  the  nonsense  of  these  titles }  but 
knowing  that  Omdut  ul  Omrah  was  nd)ob 
of  the  Carnatic  at  the  time  he  was  trans- 
latins  the  letter,  he  gave  him  the  title 
which  he  then  possessed  :  such  is  the  ob- 
vious solution  of  this  great  mystery.  The 
next  letter  which  I  shall  notice  is  No.  1 1  : 
it  is  from  the  -vakeels  of  Tippoo  to  their 
master,  where  Omdut  ul  Omrah  says : 
'  You  will  give  my  respectful  oompliments 

*  by  way  of  remembrance  to  his  maj^ty, 

*  and  intbrm  him  that  he  may  consider  me 
'  from  my  heart  attached  to  him  ;  and  that, 

*  please  God,  at  a  proper  occasion;  my  fi- 
'  delity  towards  him  shall  be  made  mani- 

*  fest  to  him.'  Sir,  I  am  disposed  in  tbe 
examination  of  this  correspondence  to  make 
the  largest  allowance  for  the  exaggerated 
professions  of  friendship  which  the  natives, 
and  particularly  the  princes,'  of  India,  are 
ih  the  habit  of  making  to  each  other  ;  but 
when  those  professions  are'  accompanied 
by  actions,  we  can  no  longeir  doubt  the 
sincerity  of  the  intention.  I  remember 
what  anxiety  the  British  government  suf- 
fered from  the  treacherous  conduct  of  Om- 
dut ul  Omrah,  in  promising  money  which 
he  afterwards  withheld,  and  from  the  hos- 
tile obstructions  of  his  affairs  to  our  sup- 
plies in  the  war  against  Tippoo  in  1799  ; 
aii|d  I  do  ^rmly  believe  that  he  did  then 
fblfil  the  professions  which  he  had  made  in 
1792  to  the  sultan  to  the  utmost  limit  of 
hispower,  consistent  wkh  the  pnukot  con- 


cealment of  his  pvrpoaB  from  lord  Welles- 
leyfs  discernment.  The  hoo.  baronet 
treaud  with  a  consadecable  degree  of  ridi- 
cule, '  a  translation  of  a  note  written  with 
'  a  peactl  upon  a  balf-aheel  of  post-paper» 
'  with  an  envelope  of  English  paper,  by  his 
'  highness  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  appacentlv 
'  addressed  to  Gbolam  Ally  khan.'  This 
lettex,  thoueh  signed  Qholam  Hussein* 
was  imputed  to  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  and 
without  any  evidence  was  assigned  to  Oko^ 
lam  Ally  khan.  These  o^ctions  of  ibo 
hon.  baronet's  are,  pre&lly  removed  ; 
On&dut  ul  Omrah  often  sigaed  the  name  «F 
GholajB  Hussein  to  his  lette»,  and  fre- 
quently made  use  of  £nglish  paper  and  a 
penciL  I  have  i^y^f  received  a  letter  of 
this  description  from  him ;  sind  Mr.  iBd-* 
monstone,  the  translator>  tft^aa  whom  per* 
haps  there  never  was  a  gentlemaii  in  India 
more  skilful  in  Persian  wetting,  ka^w  Owf 
dut  ul  Omrath's  hand^WritlnK  perfectly 
welL  In  regard  to  the  letter  being  appa-  ^ 
rently  addressed  to  Gholasft  Ally  Jthaiii  ti 
is  almost  impossible^  to  assign  it  to  anjjr 
other  person.  From  the  contents,  of  the 
letter,  it  was  cordially  addressed  toasyeed 
in  the  confidence  of  Omdut  ul  Omrah» 
>  about  the  person  of  Tippoo,  and  coonected 
I  wiijh  Alty  Rizla  Cawn  :  such  was  Gholam 
.Ally's  situation;  he  was  a  syeed*  and 
bad  been  with  Ally  Riaza>  tkti  chamiei  of 
communication  between  Oa^ut  ul  Omraii 
and  Tippoo,  and  was  atiU  at,  Seringapa- 
tarn.  The  last  letter  which  I  shall  notica 
is  one  written  by  Omdut  ul  Omrah 
to  Gholam  Ally  khan,  in  the  year  179SI» 
when  he  was  nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  Ta 
this  letter  and  the  contents  of  it  the  hoiu 
baronet  objected,  as  being  ofihe  nM3t  tn-* 
vial  nature ;  and  in  regard  to  ^e  commq- 
nications  alluded  to  in  it  as  having  been 
made  by  two  of  Tippoo's  agents,  AU^ 
med  Ghauts,  and  Mahomed  Ghose  kimn, 
'it  was  not  possible  to  consider  thaA 
*  they  coald  be  charged  with  vty.  oom- 
'  municadons  hostile  to  the  Britiah  govera- 
<  ment,  being  men  of  low.  rank  ami  cha- 
'  racter.^  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  these 
men  were  very  difierent  in  tluek  oua- 
lities  and  dignity  from  Gludam  Ally  knan 
and  Rizza  Ally  khan  ;  but  I  contend  that 
they  had  lenough  of  iwth  for  any  punaose 
of  treachery  or  violence  affainst^  us.  llua 
is  the  sort  of  person  g«aecally  employed  ia 
India  upon  such  occasiqns  ;  and  as  a  proaf 
that  such  is  the  custom,  I  wAl  h/a^  read  to 
the  house  a  passage  irqm.  Orme's  history 
very  applicadble  to  this  i|«a|tiop.  *  Oma 
saya :  <  Tha.  segrali  offtiia  priftcaaaCliia* 
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'  dosUo  are  neiy  difficuU  to  be  di9Ci»- 
^  vered  :  in  a&m  of  ooiue^iiA^pe  nothing 
'  except  in  the  wott  e(|uiiwi«^  terns  U  ever 
*  given  by  tbein  in  writing ;  and  whenever 
'  the  natter  n  o^'  great  kapontanoe  or  ini- 
'  quity,  it  ia  trusted  to  a  naeeieBger,  a  man 
'  of  knv  rank  and  great  cnnniBg,  who  beara 
'  a  letter  of  reconimeadation  testifying 
*•  that  he  is  to  be  trusted  in  all  :he  says  ;  so 
'  indetoite  a  commisaioii  reserves  to  the 
'  lord  who  gives  k  tke  resource  of  disft^ 
'  vowing  thii  tcanaaction  of  kia  agent>  and 
'  tins  he  never  fasistodo  whenever  4he  ini>- 
'  <}iiity  is  discovered.'  Defining  ray  know^ 
ledge  of  India  from  this  pnce  aulfaerity, 
and  from  a  kscal  resldeiuce  of  eleven  years, 
I  deem.it  my  doty  to  state  to  the  house, 
that  1  regard  this* correspojuknce  as  the 
evidence  of  a  treacherous  spirit  of  hostiiitj 
on  the  pari  ^H  Waliajah  and  Omdot  uA 
Omriih  ;  attd  far  from  being  surpriaed 
that  the  peoof  is  not  of  that  natuiie  to  satisfy 
the  kiterested  feeilttigs  oi'  the  partisatts  of 
those  nabobs,  or  the  doubting  minds  of 
some  few  of  the  gentlemen  opposite,  I  am 
rsuther  surprised  that  so  mock  has  been  di»- 
GQVQKed  m  writing  ;  for.  i  most  repeat 
upon  my  own  knowledge,  what  I  have 
afaready  etttted  npea  the  authority  of  Orrae, 
that  in  mattevi  of  great  iniquity  seldom  is 
any. thing  committed  bv-  tiie  natives  of 
bdia  to  writing  ;  they  thoroughfy  under- 
stand the  affts  aH  verbal  ptejrarication  ;  in 
the  examiaatbn  of  a  witness,  sa  Httle  docs 
he.regasd  the  truth,  that  he  if  ill  vary  his 
testimony  aocovding  to  his  feelings  and 
interests,  and  according  to  the  impression 
which  hie  thinks,  his  fisst  asaavtion  may 
have  made  upon  yon.  The  exposure  of 
his  veibal  contradictions  he  scarcely  re- 
gards, and  never  considers  his  case  hope- 
less until  a  document  appears  against  him* 
In  this  case  I  am  satisfied  from  the  evi- 
'dence  in  writing,  connected  wi^h  what  i 
know  of  the  oonduct  of  Omdut  ul  Omrah 
Viurinff  the.  war  against  Tippoo,  that  he 
had  cherisiked  the  counsels  and  inteatsans 
of  that  prince,  defiuned  the  character  of 
our  alliance,  and  had  violated  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  treaty  of  1792,  for  pur- 

Soses  hostile  to  our  interests  and  security. 
:  has  been  contended  that,  although  the 
hostile  condoct  of  Wailajah  and  Omdut 
ul  Omrah  had  facfeited  their  right  to  the 
Company's  protection,  yet  Ally  Ibisaein^ 
the  innocent  heir  of  the  latter,  not  having 
partak^i  in  his  g«ilt>  ought  not  to  have 
suffered  lor  it*  Sir,  I  am  sure  no  person 
ooukl  feeijomre  sincerely  than  lord  Chve 
fcr  the  naceisit^p^vtnoh.  called^  upoa  hioa  to* 


$kct  s^gainst  Ally  Hussein ;  s^  the  who^ 
ef  the  proceedings  upon  your  table  shear 
how  anxiously  and  humanely  that  noblf 
lord  endeavoured  to  pre^terve  to  Ally  Bus* 
sein  a,  situation  of  affluence  and  dignity. 
But  lord  Clive  was  not  at  liberty  to  intrust 
the  rights  and  security  of  the  Company  in 
the  Carnatfc  to  tho^e  vory  miniaters  who 
had  been  the  counsellors  of  Omdut  ul 
Ommh>  and  were  the  guardians  of  Ai^^ 
Hussein  ;  ^Dd  therefore  he  ei^rci^  that 
which  is  the  right  and  duty  of  nations,  to 
call  upon  the  son  to  repau-  the  mischief  ojf 
the  f|ither«  The  eiLUact  which  I  hold  in 
my  han4  written  by  Mr.  Domat  upon  (ha 
public  JUw  of  nations,  appears  to  me  un- 
^iSHieraUe.upon  this  point,  and  i  shall 
with  the  leave  of  the  house  read  it  to  them. 
^  An  heir  or  «uocessor«  from  the  wry  cir« 

*  CMmflaace  of  bis  p9#sessing  tiie  inherir 
'  ^mooj  is  not  oaly  bound  for  the  engager 
f  nmmJL^  oi  the  pe^^on  whom  he  suK^ceedSi 
^  hu^  eanaot  be  discharged  irom  she  obJi* 
'  gation  which  the  deceased  may  have 

*  occ^ioned  b)i  his  crimes  c^r  o^ences, 
^neither  under  the  pretext  that  be  derives 

*  W>  benefit  from  their  crimes  or  oUences^ 

<  nor  because  there  w^y  hvve  been  no  ac*. 
'  cusation  or  coi^demnaiien  against  the  de* 

*  ceased.  For  though  the  c^eace  or  in* 
'  jury  coBtfttitted  by  ths  decesNSed  wete  of 

<  such  a  nature  as  never .  to  have  yielded 

<  any  positive  profit  to  hinMsel^  ytt  the 
'  heir  or  successor,  a«.  ^  reaps  advantages 
'  by  \|be  inheritance,  is  bound  for  the  re« 
'  paration  of  the,  damagca  occasioned  by 

*  the.  ofieufL^e  of  the  person  to  whose  possaa* 

<  siona  he  6ficoeada.'-^Having  thus  shortly 
staged  to  the  house  my  opinions  upon  the 
evidence,  founded  upon  a  tolerable  know'^ 
ledge  of  Persian  colvespondence,  I  have 
no  hesitation  ia  giving  it  as  the  unbiassed 
fooling  of  my  miod>  that  lord  Wellesley 
awl  lord  Clive  wopU  have  deserved  tba 
r^i^aches  ^thk  cenntfy,  if,  bvomringaa 
tbev.did  how  grossly  the  treaiiy  had  kwen 
vioiaJ^d  in  granting  tankafvs,  and  in  maino 
taintng  a  sec  ret  hostile  correspondence,they 
had  been  restrained  by  any  fear  of  the  per-i 
sonai  enmity  which  it  might  excite  ^rom  ii>r 
sisUog  upoA  an  arrangement  like  that  con* 
chided  with.  Azeem  ul  Dowlah*  For  neai:ly 
50  years  the  Company  had  been  wasting 
^eir  other  i^venues  and  accumaiating  aa 
invneAfe  debt  ia  sapport  of  the  expeacea  ot 
thnic  GonnecAion  with  Mahomed  AUy; 
from.the  y^r  1760  unul  1.7a^»  the  C(»a-^^ 
pany  wei»  sa^Med.to  protect  the  whole.ol^ 
tbe>  Cairnatic  for  a  payment  Utthi  exceed** 
ipg  fottTvlaes,  leaving  hiaJagbnasA  to  net 
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in  corruption  and  personal  ostentation 
npon  a  revenue  of  260,000  lacs  annually ; 
and  when  at  length  this  connexion  is 
broken,  after  the  waste  of  the  Bengal  reve- 
nues, after  the  waste  of  torrents  of  British 
blood,  there  is  a  debt  of  ten  millions  upon 
the  country,  composed  in  some  instances 
of  biibes  paid  in  the  shape  of  bonds  for 
obstructing  '  tlie  Company's  governihent, 
and  equal  in  its  amount  to  all  the  nabob 
ever  paid  to  the  Company  for  their  pro- 
tection. Having  already  described,  firom 
the  works  of  Burke,  the  miture  of  the  na- 
bob's government  down  to  the  year  1782, 
and  subsequently  from  the  opinions  of  lord 
Macartney,  sir  A.  Campbell,  lord  Cot'n^ 
wallis,  and  lord  Hobart,  I  may  assert, 
without  any  appearance  of*  arrogance, 
upon  my  own  personal  observation,  that 
ail  I  ever  saw  ot  his  highness's  government 
either  at  Madras,  where  I  resided  six  yeaurs, 
or  in  the  interior  of  the  pvoyinces,  where 
I  continued  five  years,  has  fully  confirmed 
to  me  the  literal  truth  of  every  thin?  stated 
by  those  illustrious  persons.  With  such 
impressions  of  the  calamity  resulting  ftiMn 
this  management,  I  could  not  but  rejoice 
in  the  measure  which  extinguished  the 
source  of  so  many  evils ;  atid  as  there 
seems  to  be  a  doubt  entertained  of  the  be- 
nefits which  have  been  dem^  to  the  peo- 
ple from  the  change  of -tfovemment>  I  shall 
explain  to  the  house,  m  a  fisw  words,  in 
what  great  particulars  this  difference  be- 
tween the  government  of  the  Cogipany 
and  that  of  the  nabob  of  the  Carnatic  con- 
sists. And  first  i  would  say  a  few  words 
upon  the  pecuniary  consequences  of  this 
arrangement,  which  have  been  so  much 
mis-stated  by  the  hon.  member  (Mr.  G. 
Johnstone)  who  spoke  from  the  floor. 
That  hon.  member  has  declared  that  the 
Company  have  received,  since  their  pos- 
session of  the  Carnatic,  less  as  a  net  rere- 
nue,  than  they  before  derived  as  subsidy 
from  the  nabob.  In  the  opening  of  his 
speech  that  hon.  member  avowed  that  he 
took  shame  to  himself  for  not  having  stu- 
died the  voluminous  papers  before  the 
house,  so  as  to  speak  in  the  manner  he  de- 
sired upon  this  gfeat  question  ;  SEnd  certain- 
ly, sir,  the  part  of  his  speech  in  regard  to 
me  revenues  of  the  Carnatic,  is  a  very  per- 
liect  illustration  of  the  justness  of  this  his 
craifession.  Had  that  bon.  member  read  the 
statements  which  (at  my  instance)  have 
been  laid  upon  the  table  of  this  house,  he 
would  have  seen  that  the  net  average  re- 
Tenaes  deriyed  from -the  Carnatic  since  the 
tveaty  made  with  AjBtem  ud  DowliA  ^ 


lord  Clive,  have  been  nearly  eighteen  lacs 
of  star  pagodas  yearly,  which  is  exactly 
double  the  amount  received  m  subsidy  an- 
nually firom  Wallajah  or  Omdut  ul  Om- 
rah.  Such  Zfe  the  happy  consequences  of 
this  arrangement  upon  the  Company's  fi- 
nances. The  hoQse  will,  I  trust,  pardon 
me,  if  I  detain  them  for  a  short  time  lon- 
ger in  explaining  the  etiects  of  the  changt 
of  government  upon  the  people  of  the  Car- 
natic. Sir,  that  oountiy.  is  refiresh^  by 
few  living  brooks,  or  running  streams,  and* 
it  hasraitt  only  at  a  season ;  great  part  of 
the  cultivation  of  the  lands  (and  of  course' 
the  subsistence  of  the  people)  depends  upon 
the  preservation  of  these  rains  in  large 
reservoirs  or  tanks,  which  are  to  be  found 
in  every  village,  the  sacred  works  of  for- 
mer princes  and  benefactors.  To  keep 
these  tanks  in  repair,  requires  means  far 
beycMid  tlie  faculties  of  the  4HMnmon  far^ 
mer,  or  cultivator  of  the  soil ;  and  if  not 
repaired  they  soon  fall  into  decay,  where^ 
by  ffreat  part  of  the  benefit  they  were  in« 
tended  to  dispense  is  lost.  To  these  works 
Mahomed  •  Ally  and  Omdut  ul  Omrah 
paid  scarcely  any  attention ;  every  where 
the  tianks  were  in  a  state  6f  ruin,  whilst  the 
revenues,  which  arise  almost  entirely  firont 
the  cultivation  of  the  lands,  were  rigorous- 
ly collected  according  to  the  old  accounts 
of  cultivation  in  the  villages.*  Hence  the 
continual  oppression  of  the  people,  whose 
miseneswere  embittered  by  reflecting  that 
their  poverty  was  owing  to  the  parsimmiy 
of  their  ruler.  In  the  Compaoy^s  districts, 
large  sums  have  always  been  expended 
upon  the  tanks ;  and  I  do,  sir,  exnh  in  the 
prospect  of  that  plenty  which  the  repair 
of  the  tanks  in  the  Carnatic  will  unques- 
tionably dispense  through  eyery  viHage* 
The  next  great  difleretice  between  the  go- 
vernment of  the  nabob  and  the  Company, 
regards  th^  religious  and  charitable  estab-^ 
lishments  of  the  people.  The  hon.  gen- 
tlemen opposite  are,  I  dare  say,  not  aware' 
that  nearly  one-tenth  of  the  revenues  of 
the  Carnatic  are  under  yarious  heads  ap- 
plicable to  these  establi^meats.  These  are 
also  the  pious  gii*ts  of  the  Hindoo  princes, 
and  the  due  apprdpriation  of  them  is 
regarded  with  the  deepest  interest  by  all 
the  classes  of  Hindoos  in  the  Carnatic 
under  theoiabol/sgoyemaientp  these  reli- 
gious allowances  formed  the  fund  upon 
which  his  unprincipled  servants  preyed 
yvith  impunity ;  and  it  has  been  the  wise 
detennination  of  the  Company's  goy^m- 
nient  to  secnre  this*  sacred  resource  finNa 
fraud    attd    pecnlation^  and  .to  apply   it 
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wholly  to  its  original  pious  wts,  the  sup- 
poYt  and  repair  ol'  the  pagodas  and  choul* 
tries,  and  the  subsistence  of  thousands 
whose  liyelihood  and  comfort  altogether 
depend  upon  the  faithful  application  of 
these  grants.  Sir^  I  know  what  happiness 
this  measure  extends  through  those  exten- 
sive provinces,  and  I  trust  that  it  will  ever 
be  continued.  The  last  point  which  I 
shall  notice  is  the  administration  of  justice, 
and  this  in  fiaict  comprises  every  thing. 
Under  the  nabob's  administration  there 
was  no  justice  at  all :  it  was  an  annual 
struggle  between  his  tyrannous  exactions 
and  tlie  endeavours  of  the  people  to  evade 
them ;  hence  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
were  discontented,  and  ever  looking  to  a 
change.  Upon  the  rumour  of  an  internal 
commotion,  or  the  approach  of  an  invading 
army,  they  endeavoured  to  increase  the 
general  disorder  instead  of  feeling  an  in- 
terest in  quelling  it.  The  Company  have 
established  in  part,  and  propose  to  insti- 
tute throughout  the  Camatic,  a  fixed  as- 
sessn¥ent  of  the  landed  revenue  ;  and  re- 
gular- judicial  courts,  where  justice  is  ad- 
ministered by  a  person  liberally  rewarded, 
and  whose  honour  and  interest  it  is  to  de- 
cide impartially  and  diligently.  This 
system  protects  with  eoual  justice  the  per- 
sbos  and  property  of  mdividuals  against 
each  other  and  against  the  government, 
and  will  soon  substitute  the  blessings  of 
good  order  for  the  miseries  of  tyranny  and 
injustice.  Upon  the  whole  then,  sir,  I  re- 
joice in  the  treaty  made  with  Azeem  ud 
Dowlah ;  I  see  that  it  is  justified  by  the 
law  of  nations,  that  it  is  iif  the  highest  de- 
gree beneficial  to  the  Company,  and  above 
all,  that  it  dispenses  happiness  to  millions ; 
I  shall  therefore  cordially  vote  against  the 
hon.  baronet's  motions,  and  in  favour  of 
the  previous  question  and  amendment,  as 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  who 
spoke  second  in  the  former  debate. 

The  house  then  became  clamorous  for 
the  question,  when  a  division  took  place : 
For  the  previous  question     -  128 
For  the  Resolution   -     -     -    1 7 

Majority     -•    - m 

Before  the  gallery  was  opened,  the 
house  again  divided  on  the  fourth  Reso- 
lution, 

For  the  previous  question    -  124 
For  the  Resolution    -     -     -    15 

Majority     -     -     -     •  _^109 

Sir  Thomas  Tttrton,  on  his  return  into 
the  house  after  this  division,  observed, 
that  the  numbers  on  his  side  were  so  few, 
t)r4t.  Jie  should  not  now  proceed  lo  move 


his  other  two  Resolutions,  but  would  con- 
sent to  postpone  them,  if  the  right  hon. 
gent  (Mr.  Wallace)  would  consent  to 
postpone  his  resolution  of  approbaticm. 

Mr.  Wallace  said,  that  after  the  complete 
defeat  which  the  cause  of  the  hon.  bart.  had 
sustained,  he  might  well  forbear  moving 
any  Resolution  of  approbation ;  for  what 
approbation  could  be  stronger  than  that 
testified  by  the  majorities  with  which  the 
hon.  baronet's  Resolutions  had  been  re- 
jected ?  He  saw  no  reason,  however,  for 
entering  into  any  further  discussion  on  a 
future  day  ;  but  would  now  read  the  Re- 
solution with  which  he  intended  to  clos^ 
the  business.  It  was  as  follows :  ^  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house,  that  the  mar« 
quisWellesley  and  lord  Clive,  in  their  C(m- 
duct  relative  to  the  Carnatic,  were  in- 
fluenced solely  by  an  anxious  zeal  and  so- 
licitude to  promote  the  permanent  security, 
welfare,  and  prosperity,  of  the  British  pos- 
sessions in  India. 

Sir  T.  Turton  determined  not  to  pro* 
coed  any  further,  but  moved  that  the  other 
orders  of  the  day  be  now  read,  intimating, 
that  this  day  fortnight  he  should  move 
his  other  two  Resolutions.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  and  sir  John  Anstruther 
were  perfectly  indifferent  when  the  hon. 
baronet  should  move  them.  What  had 
passed  in  the  debate  of  this  night,  and  in 
the  former  debate,  had  completely  shewn 
how  unanswerable  were  the  arguments 
which  had  been  urged  on  their  side  ;  and 
they  were  confident  that  when  the  public 
saw  the  state  of  the  divisions,  after  so 
many  boasts^  and  so  many  procrastina-* 
tions,  they  would  not  fail  to  form  a  just 
opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  whole  pro* 
ceeding.-— Tlie  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  then  disposed  of,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed, at  three  o'clock  on  Thursday 
morning. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday,  June  2. 

[Scotch  Judges  Annuity  Bill.]  The 
Lord  Advocate  moved,  Tliat  the  house 
should  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  on 
the  Scotch  Judges'  Annuity  Bill. 

Mr.  Bankes  expressed  himself  altogether 
averse  to  the  principle  of  *this  bill,  and 
was  extremely  surprised  to  perceive  it 
was  endeavoured  to  be  hurried  through 
the  house,  when  it  made  so  great  a  grant 
of  public  money,  and  was  a  subject  on 
which  so  mapy  various  and  discordant 
sentiments  had  beeivalrgady  delivered^^It 
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wan  a  measare  instttoled  ^thoat  any  ae* 
cessity  ;  the  crown  had  the  pofi^er  of  gra»t* 
iiig  peoflions  to  soperaniiuaied  Judges  al- 
ready ;  and,  least  of  all>  did  there  exist,  in 
the  present  instance,  any  shadow  af  reason 
lor  the  interference  of  pariiamelit;  Tha 
qoestion  had  been  for  some  time  under  tke 
consideration  of  the  Fiaanee  Committee, 
and  the  report  had  been  dehiyed  by  some 
antoirard  circanistances,  but  would  Tery 
shortly  be  before  the  hoase  ;  this  would 
enabie  them  to  decide  upon  the  n€k:es8ity 
•f  ihe  measure.  He  shoald,  therefore, 
mdve  *  Hiac  the  commtttal  of  the  bdl  be 
de^red  ontil  this  day  se'mtight' 

Th<f  Lord  Adcocate  of  Scotland  satw  mo 
reason  fur  the  delay  proposed,  and  was 
sarprised  to  lind  tlie  hon.  member  had  any 
senoas  objection  to  the  billy  which  wib 
only  inteiided  to  set  the  superatnnuated 
Jndffes  of  Scotland  on  the  same  liberal 
footing  as  thoae  of  England.  It  was  an 
improper  mode  of  proyiding  for  the  smer- 
awnuated  Judges  from  the  revtnxi^  of  the 
king  ;  first,  because  these  pisnsiotis  coa^d 
be  withdrawn  at  pleasa^  ;  and  secondly, 
because  they  would  expire  with  the  life  of 
the  king.  He  considered  die  delay  pro- 
posed as  dangerous  to  the  Bill>  aadv  thiere- 
fore,  should  oppose  it 

Mr.  Aberanomby  wished  the  bill  should 
not  be  connnitted  until  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committed  should  be  before  the 
house  ;  the  delay  was  inconsiderable,  and 
might  be  attended  with  advantage  to  the 
fcountry.— After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Rose,  the  gallery  was  cleared  for  a  diri- 
ston.  On  the  division  there  appeared  for 
ffoing  into  the  Committee,  Ayes  03  ; 
Noes  32;    Majority  31. 

iThe  house  then  went  into  a  committee. 
On  the  Clause  entitling  any  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Courts  of  Session  or  J*usticiary,  the 
Lord  Chief  Baron,  or  any  of  the  Barons  of 
Excheauer,  to  retire  on  3-+ths  of  their  sa- 
lary, sir  John  Newport  proposed  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  words  "  or  Barons  of 
Exchequer"  should  be  omitted. 

IWr.  Homer  said,  it  was  altogether  a 
mistake  to  compare  the  duties  of  the 
BaroQS'of  tJie  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  with 
those  that  Were  discharged  by  the  court 
of  the  safiie  name  in  Westminster  HsW. 
TR>c  former  were  merely  a  Board  of  Reve* 
liue.  It  had  been  justly  said^  that  on  an 
arerags  they  bad  obt  twdve  causes  before 
them  in  twelvemonths.  BuHne  the  term 
before  last,  he  wa^  formed  there  i^^ 
only  thre^  causes^  and<kiriag  the  lenh  just 
finiAcd  liM'a  a&ngle  ooa» 


Mr.  Puikr  thooght  it  w<Mild  be  better  tt 
permit  the  Sootch  to  bare  all  possible 
means  of  remuneration  for  their  labour  in 
their  own  coantry.  The  present  defici- 
ency was,  perhaps,  the  reason  why  so 
many  young  Scotchmen  thsoi^ped  the 
streets  of  London,  hunting  after  promotion. 
If  it  would  be  the  means  of  keeping  these 
voong  adTenturers  at  home,  he  should  feel 
happy  in  giving  the  bill  its  greatest  lati- 
tude, and  should,  therefore,  support  the 
orijginal  clause. 

The  Lord  Adoocstt  said,  the  whole  of 
the  revenue  <|uestions  in  Scotland  came 
before  the  court  of  escchequer*  lH  it  were 
once  to  be  laid  down,  thai  persons  who 
from  age  or  infirmity  were  iaci^able  of 
instructmg  the  jury  aright,  be  allowed  to 
cominue  judges,  the  eompkiint  ai  there 
being  little  revenne  business  in  Scotland 
would  soon  cease  to  operate.  It  was  ne» 
cessary  to  take  oare  that  the  Judgw  in  that 
cc^urt,  as  well  as  in  every  other,  were  effi<. 
dent. 

Sir  S.  RomUfy  wai  decidedly  of  this 
mind ;  but  he  presumed  to  think  it  wouhi 
hardly  be  said,  that  the  Barons  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  hitha^  been  inefficient 
Therefore,  there  could  be  the  leas  neeessity 
for  the  present  bill  sO  for  as  they  were 
concerned.  Me  watf  informed,  that  it  was 
quite  consistent  with  the  duties  of  this 
office,  that  the  person  exercising  it,  should 
reside  in  a  foreign  country.  He  expected 
to  have  heard  from  his  learned  friend,  some 
reasons  for  the  present  measure,  but  he 
was  disappointed.  The  learned  lord  had 
said,  that  22  catees  had  stood  in  the  paper 
for  trial  during  the  last  term  ;  bat  every 
gentleman  present  knew,  thaC  there  was 
nothing  extraordinary  in  this^  as  n6t  one 
of  them  might  have  been  insisted  io* 

'Hie  &>^iaft)r  (Teami^  for  ScotUad  thought 
it  invidious  to  make  any  distinction  be- 
tween the  Barons  of  Exchequer^  who  were 
Jodffes  of  ode  of  the  supreine  courta,  and 
the  Judges  of  the  other  courts*  The  !»* 
hour,  unquestionaMy,  could  not  be  com- 
pared with  that  of  tke  Judges  of  the  court 
of  Session;  but  still  their  duties  were 
important.  They  had  even  to  <;ontroul 
thejirabts  ^  the  nuaister  himselE 

Mr.  Abercromby  said  it  had  been  ad- 
mitted that  the  Barons  of  Excheouer  in 
Scotland  came  in  place  of  the  old  Lords 
of  the  Treasury,  The  duties^  of  course, 
which  devolved  on  them;  wereniH,  and 
(Hmklnotbejudicta].  The  house  was  now 
called  on  to  give  pensions  to  the  natna  of 
fiairoaa^^f £ichefner>'forki  jloatto-way 
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did  they  resemble  the  persons  in  this  coun-  i 
try  exercising  judicial  f\uictlons.  There 
were  many  omces  of  a  ministerial  nature, 
the  duties  of  which  were  important,  but 
*  still  the  persons  holding  them  were  not  al- 
lowed to  retire  on  salaries. 

Mr.  Banhei  declared,  that  all  the  ex- 
planations made  by  gentlemen  acquainted 
with  the  duties  of  the  Barons  of  Ex- 
chequer in  Scotland,  did  not  satisfy  his 
mind  that  their  offices  were  judicial.  He 
could  conceive  it  perfectly  possible  that 
they  might  go  by  the  same  name,  and 
not  have  the  same  duties  to  perform  with 
the  Barons  of  Exchequer  in  Ireland.  A 
person  might  once  belong  to  a  court  of 
justice  and  yet  his  character  not  be  judi- 
cial. As,  for  instance,  his  right  hon.  Iriend 
opposite  was  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
and  head  of  that  court,  and,  on  the  prin- 
ciple now  contended  for,  must  be  entitled 
to  a  salary  on  retiring  from  his  office;  but 
this,  he  presumed  to  think,  would  hardly 
be  maintained.  * 

The  C/mncellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  no  minor  considera- 
tion that,  by  the  act,  the  judges  held  their 
situations '  quam  diu  bene  se  gesserint ;' 
and  that  the  case  of  the  Sherifis  of  Coun- 
ties in  Scotland,  alluded  to  by  an  hon. 
gent,  was  not  at  all  analogous,  as  such  offi- 
cers were  not  thereby  removed  from  any 
profession  in  the  duties  of  which  they  had 
been  previously  employed.  He  denied 
that  these  peil^ions  were  so  much  lor  the 
beneiit  of  the  individuals  concerned  as  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public,  by  securing  an 
adequate  and  uninterrupted  admihistfation 
of  justice. 

Mr.  Wmdham  said,  that  the  question 
ought  to  be  argued  upon  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  grants  upon  superannuation,  and 
not  upon  the  strained  analogy  of  reducing 
the  S<x>tch  judges  to  the  same  standard  as 
the  judges  of  this  country.  Such  an  assi- 
hiilation  reminded  him  of  the  old  fabie, 
'  How  we  apples  swim.'  And  as  to  the 
plurality  of  duties,  the  division  of  such  la- 
bour was  more  like  the  division  of  business 
between  Jack  and  Tom  :  '  What  are  you 
doing.  Jack  ?' — *  Nothing,  sir.'  What  are 
vou  doinff,  Tom  ?' — '  Helping  Jack,  sir.' 
Let  gentlemen  speak  of  it  as  they  would, 
it  was,  after  all,  nothing  more  than  spread- 
.  ing  a  small  substance  upon  a  great  extent. 
It  did  appear  to  him  to  be  a  provision  not 
at  all  called  for. 

Mr.  R.  Dtmdas  thought  ft  was  a  sufficient 
answer  to  the  objections  why  the  Welch 
judges  were  Dot  pensioned  as  well  as  the 
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Scotch,  to  remind  the  house  that  the  Welch 
judges  had,  with  their  appointment,  the 
benefit  of  their  practice,  and  of  such  im- 
portance was  that  privilege  considered, 
that  there  were  many  English  barristers 
who  would  hot  accept  of  the  place  of  a 
Scotch  judge,  and  who  would  yet  be  very 
glad  to  get  that  of  a  Welch  jud^e.  Gen- 
Uemen  on  the  other  side  had  had  recourse 
at  the  same  time  to  two  arguments  that 
destroyed  each  other.  It  was  argued  that 
the  place  was  a  sinecure,  and  should  not 
therefore  have ,  a  pensicoi  on  retirement, 
and  at  the  same  time  it  was  apprehended 
that  the  Scotch  judges  would  be  anxious 
to  retire  and  enjoy  me  profit  of  a  pension 
without  the  trouble  of  the  t>ffice.  This  was 
saying,  it  was  and  was  not  a  sinecure ; 
either  must  be  given  up  :  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted, either  that,  if  it  is  a  sinecure  there 
would  not  be  such  inducement  to  retire,  or 
that  it  is  not  a  sinecure,  and  therefore  wor- 
thy of  a  future  compensation,  when  the 
judge  retires  through  old  age  or  infirmity. 
— ^'ihe  committee  then  divided  on  the 
amendment.  Ayes  41 ;  Noes  84  :  Majority 
against  the  amendment  43. 

[Military  Commissioners^  Bill.]  Tlie 
Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  rose  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Military  Inquiry.  He  hoped  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  pass  this  bill 
through  all  its  stages  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible. A  bill  for  this  purpose  had  already 
passed  both  houses  of  parliament  in  this 
session,  but  by  some  accident,  it  had  been 
omitted  in  the  commission  which  had  pas^ 
sed  the  great  seal  for  givingi  the  royal  as- 
sent to  bills  agreed  upon  by  both  houses. 
In  consequence  of  this  omission,  the  pow- 
ers of  the  commissioners  had  expired 
yesterday,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
have  this  bill  revived,  to  continue  them. 

The  Speaker  thought  it  right  to  make 
some  observations  on  this. case.  It  was 
contrary  to  the  constitution  that  bills  agreed 
upon  by  both  houses  should  lie  in  the  other 
house  without  being  noticed,  when  a  com- 
mission from  the  great  seal  came  down 
to  give  the  royal  assent  to  bills  so  agreed 
upon.  There  being  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  present  case  happened  otherwise 
than  by  mere  accident,  the  present  mo<- 
tion  might  be  sufficient. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Mr. 
Ponaonby  suggested  the  propriety  of  ^ 
special  entry  on  the  Journals,  the  Speaker 
Stated  there  was  no  parliamentary  know- 
ledge of  the  Uxi^ ;  to  ascertain  which,  to 
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as  to  warrant  a  special  entry,  a  formal  in- 
quiry should  be  made  in  the  house  of  lords: 
but  that  no  irregularity  would  be  seen  on 
the  Journals  of  this  house  by  proceeding 
without  a  special  entry,  as  this  case  would 
appear  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  a  tenipo- 
rary  bill  to  continue  another,  which  other- 
wise would  have  expired  before  the  con- 
tinuHig  bill  could  receive  the  royal  assent 
— Leave  was  accordingly  given  to  bring  in 
the  btll^  which  was  passed  through  its  first 
and  second  reading,  committed,  reported, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

[London  Vaccine  Institution.]  Sir 
T.  Turton  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
managers  of  the  London  Vaccine  Institu- 
tion, stating  the  effects  of  their  care  and 
the  exertions  used  under  their  direction,  in 
spreading  Vaccine  Inoculation.  The  pe- 
titioners prayed  public  aid,  the  institution 
having  been  hitherto  supported  only  by  vo- 
luntary contributions.  Before  the  Peti- 
tion was  read, 

Mr.  Fuller  rose  and  observed  with  con- 
siderable warmth,  that  a  grosser  forgery 
had  never  been  submitted  to  that  house. 

The  Speaker  interrupted  the  hon.  mem- 
ber, and  reminded  him  that  the  Petition 
had  not  been  yet  read,  and  that  when  it 
was,  the  house  would  be  better  enabled  to 
judge  of  the  nature  of  its  contents.  Mr. 
FulTec  resumed  his  aeat  amidst  consider- 
able laughter.  The  Petition  was  then  read, 
and  sir  T.  Turton  moved,  that  it  do  lie  on 
the  table,  when 

Mr.  Fidler  again  rose  and  apologized  for 
his  abrupt  manner  of  rising  before.  He 
said  that  this  business  was  a  gross  cheat ; 
a  palpable  trick  to  swindle  the  public ;  or, 
if  it  was  not  absolute  swindling,  it  went 
Tery  near  the  wind.  When  they  came  to 
solicit  bis  subscription,  he  thought  they 
were  at  the  head  of  some  respectable  cor- 
poration, but  what  did  they  turn  out  to 
Del  A  parcel  of  Quakers  or  Presbyte- 
rians, or  whatever  they  were  called.  Tiiey 
had  got  at  first  five  guineas  from  him; 
but  the  moment  he  detected  them,  he 
threatened  them  with  a  Bow-street  officer 
and  a  charge  for  s%^'indling ;  and  the  dread 
of  detection  soon  frightened  them  into  a 
re-delivery  of  his  five  guineas.  What  a 
shame  then  was  it  to  see  their  cause 
espoused  by  any  man  in  that  house.  A 
member  of  parliament  should  be  ashamed 
of  having  any  thing  to  do  with  such  fel- 
lows. He  did  not  suppose  that  the  hon. 
baronet  shared  in  their  gains  [a  laugh.] 
^rh;M^'  gentleman  was  welcome  to  laugh  if  he 


pleased,  and  look  and  spout  speeches  like 
a  lawyer,  but  it  was  a  poor  way  to  shew 
himself  ofl*  and  to  make  a  noise  and  stir 
for  notoriety.  He  hoped  the  house  would 
not  countenance  such  a  piece  of  swind- 
ling. 

Sir  71  7«r/on  felt  no  resentment  at  the 
warm  language  of  the  hon.  gent.  He 
wished  the  hon.  gent,  was  in  as  perfect 
good  humour  with  himself,  as  he  and  the 
house  were  with  him.  The  Jennerian  So- 
ciety was  not  instituted  till  1S03.  The 
original  Cow  Pox  Inoculation  Society  was 
instituted  in  1799.  The  Institution  which 
the  petition  related  to,  was  established  in 
1806,  he  allowed  principally  by  a  set  of 
Quakers,  a  sect  to  whose  moral  and  virtuous 
•principles  and  conduct,  he  W2s  happy  to 
bear  testimony.  Since  that  time  this  In- 
stitution had  communicated  theTaccine 
miitter  to  81,000  persons  in  every  situation 
of  life.  The  petitioners  desired  only  to 
have  the  facts  alleged  in  their  petition  in- 
quired into ;  and  hoped  for  public  aid  only 
in  the  event  of  their  beibg  found  entitled 
to  it  on  public  grounds. — ^The  petition 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

[Vaccination.]  Mr.  Rose  deferred  his 
notice  of  a  motion  on  this  subject  until 
Thursday.  His  object  was  to  diminish 
the  evils  which  now  resulted  firom  the 
dissemination  of  spurious  and  improper 
Vaccine  matter,  by  the  establishment  of 
some  central  Institution,  from  which  the 
genuine  virus  should  be  distributed  without 
expence.  If  the  house  should  acquiesce  in 
hb  motion,  he  should  then  propose  to  sub- 
mit the  management  of  the  institution  to 
a  certain  number  of  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians. This  was  not  a  goYtmmcnt  mea- 
sure, and  he  begged  to  be  understood  as 
having  no  particular  partiality  to  any  one 
of  the  present  institutions  more  than  ano- 
ther. His  object  was  to  give  the  best 
Possible  effect  to  the  discovery  of  Dr. 
enner. 

[East  India  Company's  AFFAtas.]  Mr. 
Creevey  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move 
for  a  copy  of  an  exposition  of  the  Affiyrs 
of  the  East  India  company,  which  h^ 
been  laid  before  the  committee  by  the  di- 
rectors. A  Report  irad  been  already  pre-i 
sented  to  the  house  by  the  East  India 
committee,  upon  which  a  grant  of  money 
to  the  company  was  to  be  moved.  His 
object  was  to  have  this  paper  before  the 
house,  in  order  that  when  gentlemea 
came  to  vote  on  the  question,  they  might 
b^  as  well  informed  upon  the  subject  as 
the  committee.     The  hon.  member  seated* 
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that  the  first  thing  done  by  the  committee 
was  to  call  for  a  general  statement  of  the 
A^irs  of  the  Company  from  the  directors. 
An  Exposition  had  accordingly  |>een  given 
'  inj  presenting  a  view,  gloomy  enough, 
of  their  situation.  When  the  committee 
came  to  consider  what  security  the  com- 
pany could  give  for  any  loan  to  be  ad- 
vanced to  them,  it  was  thought  best  that 
they  should  present  a  petition  to  parlia- 
ment, to  be  by  the  house  referred  to  the 
committee.  A  Petition  was  accordingly 
presented  (see  p.  68) ;  but  in  it  they  had 
forgot  all  their  distresses.  They  put  off 
their  Indian  debt  in  a  parenthesis,  and 
made  out  a  surplus  at  home  of  eight  mil- 
lions. This  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  lyhat  he  complained  of  was,  that 
they  had  adopted  the  Petition  as  the 
ground  of  the  report,  and  not  the  Exposi- 
tion. Delusive,  therefore,  as  the  Indian 
budgets  had  been,  they  were  nothing  to 
the  delusion  of  this  report.  The  hon. 
member  observed,  that  he  could  see  no 
good  reason  for  refusing  to  produce  this 
report,  although  he  could  conceive  that 
many  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
would  not  much  relish  the  idea  of  its  be- 
ing made  public.  The  friends  of  lord 
Melville  and  of  marquis  Wellesley  could 
not,  perhaps,  much  desire  to  produce  a 
paper  in  which  the  directors  ascribed  their 
distress  to  the  Board  of  Controul  consti- 
tuted in  1784-,  and  to  the  Mahratta  war. 
Still,  however,  before  the  house  could 
justly  vote  away  the  public  money  to  the 
company,  they  ought  to  have  every  possi- 
ble knowledge  of  their  alfeirs,  and  there- 
fore he  moved  for  this  document. 

Mr.  R,  Dundas  said,  that  the  objection 
to  the  production  of  the  paper,  had  been 
merely  a  question  of  time.  The  Kxposi- 
tion  related  principally  to  the  state  of  the 
company's  aJflairs  abroad.  The  Report  re- 
lated to  their  affairs  at  home.  The  com- 
mittee, therefore,  with  the  exception  of 
the  hon.  gent,  had  thought  it  better  to  de- 
lay the  production  of  the  Exposition  till 
the  second  report,  where  those  matters 
would  be  treated  to  which  it  related.  He 
denied  that  any  delusions  had  been  held 
out,  but  said  that  the  predictions  of  lord 
Melville  and  his  noble  friend  near  him 
(lord  Castlereagh)  were  justified  by  the 
then  situation  of  the  company,  and  had 
only  failed  from  circumstances  which  they 
could  not  foresee. 

Lord  A.  Hamilion  observed,  that  the 
question  was,  whether  any  proposition  for 
a  loan  to  the  East  India  company  was  to 


be  made  in  the  mean  time.  If  there  was, 
then  the  document  would  come  a  ereat 
deal  too  late  if  it  only  accompanied  the 
second  report  Unless,  then,  he  had 
some  ^arantee,  first,  that  the  paper  would 
be  laid  before  the  house  at  no  very  distant 
period,  and,  next,  that  no  proposition  for 
a  loan  should  be  made  in  the  mean  time, 
he  must  certainly  vote  for  the  motion  of 
his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  R,  Dmdas  said,  that  he  meant  to 
move  to-morrow  s'ennight,  in  a  committee 
of  ways  and  meahs,  the  balance  dae  from 
the  public  to  the  company. 

Mr.  WiJberforcc  statea,  that  he  had 
agreed  with  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee, that  it  was  best  to  defer  presenting 
the  Exposition,  till  they  reported  on  the 
subject  to  which  it  chiefly  related  :  erro« 
neous  speculations  miffht  be  formed  upon 
that  document,  both  m  and  out  of  the 
house,  if  it  should  be  laid  on  the  table 
without  the  observations  ci  the  committee. 
Mr.  Wmdhcan  said,  that  this  was  a  good 
answer  as  far  as  the  committee  was  con- 
cerned. But  the  question  for  the  house 
to  consider  was,  whether  they  were  to 
vote  a  grant  of  money  to  the  Company 
without  having  an  opportunity  of  exa- 
mining this  exposition  of  their  afiairs  ? 

The  Chancellor  qfth^' Exchequer  observed, 
that  at  all  events  the  motion  was  prema- 
ture, as  the  report  was  not  printed,  and 
the  house  could  not  know  what  was  pro-  , 
posed  in  it.  If  nothing  should  appear  in 
that  report  but  that  we  should  pay  our 
debts,  the  paper  would  not  be  necessary 
nith  a  view  to  that  question.  This,  there- 
fore, was  not  the  time  for  the  house  to  de- 
cide whether  the  committee  had  done 
wrong  or  not  in  withholding  that  paper 
for  the  present. 

Lord  Folkestone  understood,  that  the 
president  of  the  board  of  controul  intend- 
ed to  propose  in  the  first  place,  no  more 
than  the  payment  of  what  were  called  our 
debts.  In  that  case  the  production  of  the 
paper  would  not  be  so  necessary.  But 
yet  the  Report  proposed,  that  a  large  sum 
over  and  above  those  debts  should  be 
granted  to  the  company.  At  aH  events, 
it  was  proper,  that  the  house  should  have 
every  information  on  the  subject  as  soon 
as  possible  ;  and  as  there  could  be  no  real 
objection  to  the  production  of  this  paper, 
he  should  vote  for  its  being  laid  immedi- 
ately on  the  table. 

Sir  J.  Anstruiher  said,  that  the  house  did 
not  know  whether  the  paper  related  to 
the  report  or  not    If  any  member,  after 
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the  report  was  examined,  should  think 
that  the  committee  had  reported  short  on 
any  subject  of  which  it  treated,  then 
would  be  the  time  for  the  motion  for  addi- 
tional documents.  He  admitted  that  the 
paper  in  Question  must  be  produced  when 
the  committee  reported  on  the  matters  to 
which  it  related  ;  but  there  was  no  occa- 
sion to  lay  it,  till  then,  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Tierney  observed,  that  every  faci- 
lity had  been  afforded   to  his  hon.  friend 
to  procure  all  the  evidence  with  respect 
to  the  home  afiairs  of  the  company  ;  and 
if  no  more  evidence  was  produced,  it  was 
his  hon.  friend's  fault.     It  was  rather  un- 
fair, therefore,  to  hold  up  the  committee 
to  the  public  as  desirous  to  ^nceal  the  si- 
tuation of  the  company.     He  disclaimed 
any  such  intention.    The  Report  related 
to  the  home  afl&irs ;    and  if  he  had  been 
in  the  committee  at  the  time,  he  certainly 
would  have  voted  with  the  majority  for 
withholding  that  paper  for  the  present, 
as  having  no  relation  to  the  matters  con- 
tained in  the  report.    If  what  had  been 
decided  by  the  committee  as  debt  was 
alone  to  be  proposed   upon  thatrepoit, 
there  could  be  no  use  for  the  document ; 
but,  if  any  assistance  was  intended  to  be 
Toted  in  the  first  instance,  then,  however 
hard  on  the   company  it  might  be,  he 
would  assent  to  the  production  of  the  pa- 
per.   He  did  not  wish  to  gloss  over  the 
affairs  of  the  company  ;    neither  did  he 
wish  to  prejudice  the  public  against  them. 
They  were  entitled  to  justice.    They  had 
exposed  their  afiairs  very  fairly  ;    and  all 
the  members  of  that  committee  were  most 
anxious  to  find  out  and  state  the   exact 
and  fair  truth  on  this  subject 

Mr.  Pcnsonby  admitted,  that  the  best 
way  of  proceeding  would  be,  in  the  first 
instance  to  clear  all  our  debts  to  the  com- 
pany if  any  were  due,  and  then  to  exa- 
mine into  the  general  state  of  their  aft'airs. 
If  it  was,  therefore,  to  be  understood  that 
nothing  further  was  to  be  proposed  by  the 
hon.  president  of  the  board  of  controul  in 
the  committee  of  ways  and  meanR,  except 
a  liquidation  of  the  debt,  he  thought  his 
hon.  friend  might  snder  himself  to  be  pre- 
Tailed  upon  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  Crfet?^ observed,  that  he  would  never 
retract  what  he  might  at  any  time  have 
said  respecting  the  committee,  but  still 
maintained  that  it  was  improperly  consti- 
tuted. He  would  watch  over  their  proceed- 
iogs,  however,  in  whatever,  manner  he 
thought  proper.    The  report  consisted  of 


two  parts ;  the  one  of  debt,  the  other  of 
loan.  With  regard*  to  the  latter  point,  the 
paper  he  moved  for  was  very  essential ; 
and  it  was  the  more  necessary  to  have  it 
at  present,  since  the  answer  of  the  hon. 
president  to  the  question,  whether  he 
meant  to  propose  only  a  liijuidation  of  the 
debt,  or  a  loan  together  with  that,  had 
been  evasive.  There  was  something,  how-* 
ever,  in  what  the  chancellor  of  the  exctia- 
quer  had  said  as  to  the  report  not  being  as 
yet  known  to  the  house ;  and  on  that  ac- 
count he  would  withdraw  his  rootiotih 
meaning  to  repeat  it  if  any  loan  was  10 
be  proposed  in  the  interval  between  the 
first  and  second  report. 

.Mr.  R.  Dimdas  said,  that  he  only  meant 
in  the  first  instance  to  propose  a  liquida- 
tion  of  the  debt. 

Mr.  R.  Thornton  reprobated  the  lar^ 
ffoage  held  by  Mr.  Creevey,  that  the  East 
India  Company  were  bankrupts ;  and  con- 
tended that  while  the  committee  was  com- 
posed of  men  perfectly  competent  to  ex- 
amine into  the  state  of  the  company's 
afiairs,  the  conduct  of  the  hon.  gent,  this 
evening,  was  such  as  to  detract  much  from 
the  weight  of,  any  observations  which 
he  might  in  future  make  upon  the  report 
when  it  was  made. — ^The  motion  vras  ac- 
cordingly withdrawn. 

[Bank  of  Ireland  Bill.]  The  order  of 
the  day  being  read  for  the  house  resolvmg 
itself  into  a  committee  <m  the  Bank  of  Ire* 
land  bill. 

Lord  IL  Petty  rose  to  more  an  instme- 
tion  to  the  committee  to  enable  Roman- 
Catholics  to  become  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  Ireland.  In  bringing  this  proposition 
forti^ard,  he  felt  that  he  should  have  to 
encounter  very  great  difficulty,  not  from 
the  complexity  of  the  subject,  but  fipom 
the  task  of  obviating  an  objection,  if  any 
objection  could  possibly  exist,  against 
adopting  a  measure  of  conciliation  to  the 
Roman-Catholics  of  Ireland.  The  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  was  granted  in 
1782,  and  the  Roman-Catholics  were  then 
excluded  from  the  direction,  agreeably  to 
the  spirit  of  the  penal  laws.  In  the  act  of 
1793,  the  bar  to  their  admission  was  in- 
tended to  be  removed  ;  but  this  intention 
^■as  frustrated  by  the  omission  of  a  single 
word  in  the  act.  He  liad  heard  it  argued, 
that  it  would  be  prudent  to  allow  this  ob- 
scurity to  remain;  but  he  asserted  that 
now,  when  the  house  was  legislating  upon 
the  subject,  by  allowing  the  doubt  to  re- 
main which  at  first  was  merely  accidental, 
the  catholics  were  placed  in  a  i^ofi«silM- 
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tion  than  they  wefe  in  befbre.    As  to  the 

ariety  of  the  measure  itself,  the  noble 
contended  that  the  boon  would  be 
furnisbine  to  the  catholics  a»  additional 
motive  of  attachment  to  the  goTernment 
of  the  countty.  The  only  possible  objec- 
tion that  he  could  conceive  to  it  was,  that 
it  was  not  considered  as  material  by  the 
catholics  themselves.  This  he  did  not 
believe  to  be  the  case  ;  but  whether  it  was 
the  case  or  not^  it  was  most  important, 
considering  the  present  sensibility  (the 
morbid  sensibility  he  might  term  it)  of 
the  catholics  of  Ireland,  thM  the  house 
should  lose  no  opportunity  of  manifesting 
some  feelings  of  kindness  and  benevolence 
towards  them,  especially  a^r  its  recent 
reftisal  to  enter  into  a  detailed  examination 
of  the  merits  of  their  Petition.  The  noble 
lord  concluded  with  Bioving  an  instruction 
to  the  committee,  to  introduce  a  provision 
into  the  bill,  to  enable  Roman-catholics  to 
be  chosen  governors,  or  directors  thereof, 
provided  they  have  taken  the  oaths  of  the 
13th,  Uth  and  33d  of  George  the  3rd. 

Mr.  Fosier  was  as  friendly  to  3very  pro- 
per measure  of  conciliation  to  the  Iu)man- 
catholics  as  the  noble  lord,  but  he  as- 
serted that  there  was  no  reason  for  intro- 
ducing such  a  change  into  the  constitution 
of  the  Bank'  of  Ireland,  which  chanee 
never  had  been  made  in  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  England,  particularly  when  the 
present  jstate  of  Ireland  was  considered, 
and  when  it  was  recollected  that  the 
change  was  unsolicited  by  the  Roman-ca- 
f  tholics  themselves.  [Hear,  hear,  from  the 
opposition.]  Gentlemen  might  ci*y  '  hear,' 
but  he  stated  that  in  two  meetings  of  the 
proprietary  which  had  lately  taken  place, 
no  mention  whatever  had  been  made  of 
the  subject.  He  should  therefore  oppose 
the  resolution,  as  tending  to  introduce  a 
needless  innovation  into  the  charter. 

The  Chancellor  qf  iht  Exchequer  argued, 
that  according  to  e^'ery  fair  constnfction 
of  the  act  of  1793,  there  was  no  reason  to 
think  that  that  a^ct  of  the  Irish  parliament 
meant  to  leave  Ronnbi  Catholics  eligible  to 
the  government  and  direction  of  the  Bank 
of  Ireland  ;  and  as  to  the  time  at  which 
the  proposition  was  made,  viz.  after  having 
refused  to  accede  to  the  prayer  of  their 
Petition,  it  appeared  rather  surprising  that 
it  should  be  urged,  that  we  ought  to  in- 
demnify the  Roman  Catholics  for  refusing 
to  them  what  they  were  desirous  of  hav- 
ing, by  granting  that  which  they  did  not 
ask,  and  upon  which  they  sat  no  value  at 


Mr.  Gratton  said,  that  ^is  was  one  of 
those  things  which  it  seer4.ed  but  little  to 
grant,  but  th»  refusal  of  which  wiis  felt  as 
a  severe  mortification.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  Roman  catholics  did  not  desire 
the  boon ;  he  admitted,  that  they  had  nqt 
petitioned  for  this  privilege  specifically ; 
but  if  they  had  not,  it  was  because  it  was 
so  small  that  they  conceived  it  was  impos- 
sible it  could  be  refused.  He  believed 
that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Irish 
parliament  to  exclude  Catholics  from  the 
direction  of  the  Bank ;  and  this  opinion 
Ke  supported  by  re^^ng  to  the  Act  of 
1793. 

The  house  then  divided,  and  the  num- 
bers were,  for  the.  motion  83 ;  Against  it 
96.    Majority  against  the  motion  1 3. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Friday,  Jtme  3. 
[Small-Pox  Prbvention  Bill.]|  Mr. 
Fuller  brought  in  a  bill  for  preventmg  the 
spreadbff  of  Small-Pox  infection ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  com- 
mitted, and  ordered  to  be  printed  as 
amended.  I^rd  Folkestone  thought  the 
bill  ought  to  stand  over  till  the  next  ses- 
sion of^  parliament;  to  which  Mr.  Fuller 
acceded.  The  bill  was  reported  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  this  day 
three  months. 

[Promissory  Notes  Bill.]  Mr.  HtUh 
kisson  having  given  notice  of  a  niotion  finr 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  and  re-  ■ 
strain  the  issue  of  Promissory  Notes  re- 
issuable,  stated,  that  on  consideration  be 
was  disposed  to  coincide  generally  in  the 
representations  of  those  who  wetc  of  opi- 
nion that  this  credit,  as  well  as  every  other, 
ought  to  be  \eh  as  free  as  possible.  But 
much  mischief  and  confusion  arose  firom 
the  frequent  issues  of  very  small  notes  to 
the  amount  of  15  or  20  shillings,  the  abuse 
of  which  was  very  general.  To  obviate 
this  evil,  he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  prevent  the  issue  of  promissory 
notes  under  the  amount  of  20*. 

Mr.  Thompi(m  represented  the  propriety 
of  guarding  against  the  issue  of  checks,  by 
one  partner  of  a  banking  house  on  his  fel- 
low partners  for  ten  or  fifteen  shillings. 

Mr.  Husldsfon  was  aware  of  the  variety 
of  shapes  in  which  the  abuse  existed,  and 
had  taken  proper  advice  previous  to  the 
framing  of  this  bill,  as  to  the  best  means 
of  discovering  every  iqpecies  of  abuse. 

Sir  /r  Newport  represented  the  variety 
and  extent  of  fraacU  forokerly  practised 
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by  the  issuers  of  notes  tinder  ]/.  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  was  therefore  desirous  that  a 
remedy  by  proper  restriction  should  be 
applied  in  this  country  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  Pamell  said  the  circulation  of  these 
small  notes  was  owing  to  the  deficiency 
of  silver  coin^  and  wished  ministers  to  ap- 
ply the  only  efiectual  remedy,  which  was 
a  new  silver  coinage. — ^Leave  was  given 
to  bring  in  the  bill. 

[IIackney  Coaches  Bill.]  Mr.  Hus- 
.  kisson  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a. bill 
^  for  the  better  regulations  of  the  fares  of 
Hackney  Coaches.  Recording  to  a  former 
act  it  was  provided,  liiat  when  the  price  of 
oats  was  above  one  guinea  a  quarter,  an 
increase  of  20  per  cent  should  take  place 
on  hackney  coach  fares  in  some  cases,  and 
30  per  cent,  in  others.  The  price  of  oats 
bad  of  late  years  been  almost  uniformly 
above  one  guinea  a  ouarter ;  but  the  un- 
certainty of  the  calculation  of  the  advance 
on  all  fares,  had  given  rise  to  great  abuser, 
without  providing  sufficiently  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  coach-owner.  In  order  to 
guard  against  theie  abuses  in  future,  and 
to  give  the  coach-master  a  fair  and  cer- 
tain profit,  he  proposed  to  introduce  fixed 
regulations  in  the  present  bill.  It  was 
also  meant  to  include  a  provision  to  guard 
against  the  practice  now  very  prevalent, 
and  very  injurious  to  hackney  coachmen, 
of  stage  coaches  belonging  to  the  villages 
near  town,  taking  up  passengers  in  one 
part  of  the  town,  ana  setting  them  down 
m  another,  within  the  proper  and  exclu- 
sive limits  of  the  hackney  coachmen. — 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

[Courts  Martial.]  Mr.  Ly«/rto/i,  pur- 
suant t6  notice,  rose  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  constitution 
of  Courts  Martial.  He  >vas  aware  of  the 
objection  against  interfering  with  the  pre- 
rogative. But  the  interference  that  he 
proposed  would  be  far  from  infringing 
on*  the  ju$t  rights  of  the  crown.  In  no 
age  had  the  crown  the  power  of  managing 
the  whole  administration  of  the  army,  at 
its  unlimited  discretion.  The  high  consta- 
ble and  earl  marshal  in  antient  times  regu- 
lated the  af&irs  of  the  army  under  due  re- 
sponsibility. On  the  attainder  of  Stafford, 
duke  of  Buckingham,  high  constable  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII,  that  monarch  as- 
sumed and  exercised  the  whole  powers  of 
the  superintendance  and  government  of 
the  army.  But  the  arbitrary  principles 
of  that  monarch,  and  his  immediate  suc- 
cessors, rendered  these  practices  no  pre- 
cedent for  the  justice  of  modem  times. 


Afler  the  Revolution,  when  better  princi- 
ples and  juster  notions  prevailed,  William 
ill.  conceived  that  by  the  prerogative  he 
had  not  powers  to  punish  the  mutiny  of  a 
Scotch  regiment  at  Dumbarton,  on  the 
I  appointment  of  a  foreign  officer,  the  duke 
of  Schomberg,  to  be  their  colonel.     King 
William  applied  to  parliament  for>  powers 
adequate  to  the  case,  parliament  passed  the 
Mutiny  Act,  which  was  a  standing  pre- 
cedent for  parliamentary  interference  in 
the  judicial  administration  of  the  army. 
He  allowed  that  Courts  Martial  were,  ge- 
nerally speaking,  so  constituted  as  to  form 
the  most  proper  tribunal  for  iudffing  mili«> 
tary  cases.     But  he  considered  it  as  %- 
de&ct,  that  the  legal  officer  who  attended 
to  do  justice  between  the  prosecutor  and 
the  crown,  in  the  management  of  the  pro- 
secution, was,  in  fact,  an  officer  of  the 
crown.    The  power  of  that  officer  ought, 
therefore,   to   be    under  proper  guards. 
He  admitted,  that  if  no  abuses  had  existed 
in  consequence  of  the  right  of  revisioQ,  it 
would  no>  have  become  him  to  propose 
any  alteration  in  a  system  of  things  so 
long  established ;  but  be  feared  too  many 
instances  had  occurred,  that  would  go  to 
justify  the  proposition  he  had  to  submit  to 
the  house.    When  he  first  had  the  honour  of 
a  seat  in  that  house,  a  paper  was  laid  upon 
the  table,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  a 
court  ipartiai,  whose  sentence  haa   been 
changed  from  a  sentence  of  acquittal  into  a 
sentence  of  censure.    He  adverted  also  to  a 
recent  case,  that  of  the  hon.  Cochrane  John- 
stone, in  which  that  gallant  officer  had 
been  honourably  acquitted,  and  yet  in  col^ 
secjuence  of  that  right  of  revision,  that 
gallant  officer  was  passed  over  in  a  course 
of  general  promotion,  and  all  his  profes- 
sional  prospects   and   hopes  closed   and 
blasted  for  ever.      He  did  not  mean  to 
deny  the  undoubted  right  of  his  majesty 
to  enfploy  or  to  dismiss  what  officers  he 
pleased.     But  when  a  Court  Martial  was 
employed,  it  was  right  that  its  decisions 
should   be  carried  into  effect,  o;*  proper 
reasons  be  given  to  the  contrary.     He  ad- 
verted to  the  superior  situation  of  the  Navy 
on  this  head,  and  cited  the  case  of  captaui, 
now  sir  Isaac  Coffin,  tried  at  Halifax  by 
coort  martial,  and  ordered  to  be  .dismissed 
his  ship.      The  Admiralty  assumed  the 
right  of  dismissing  capt.  Coffin  from  the 
navy  altogether.      But  capt.  Coffin  ap- 
pealed by  memorial  to  his  majesty  against 
the  decision,  and  the  Judges  to  whom 
the   matter   was    referred,  consisting  of 
persons  nbt  inimical  to  the  crown,  among 
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whom  were  lord  Kenyon,  lord  Lough- 
borough, sir  James  Eyre,  and  sir  Francis 
BuUer,  reversed  the  decision  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  re-established  the  right  of 
capt.  Coffin  to  be  employed  in  his  pro- 
fession. He  saw  no  reason  why  a  similar 
controul  and  revision  should  not  exist  in 
the  army.  The  special  duty  of  military 
officers  to  the  crown,  and  their  looking 
for^promotion  to  the  crown  only,  devot- 
ed them  particularly  to  the  crown,  and 
rendered  their  decisions  at  least  not  pro- 
perly open  to  be  enforced  in  rigour  by 
the  crown.  He  then  adduced  the  case 
relative  to  the  Perthshire  fenclbles:  a 
charge  had  been  brought  against  some 
subalterns,  who,  ailer  a  long  and  impartial 
trial,  had  reason  to>  expect  (and  it  was 
publicly  -expected)  that  they  would  have 
been  honourably  acquitted,  but  from  that 
day  to  this  no  man  could  say  he* had  offi- 
cial knowledge  of  that  sentence,  for  it  was 
totally  suppressed,  and  there  was  great 
reason  to  suspect,  that  that  suppression 
was  owing  to  the  great  interest  exerted  on 
bdialf  of  the  colonel  who  had  brought  the 
charges,  and  whose  character  would  have 
been  seriously  impeached  in  the  acquittal 
of  the  accused^  and  the  manner  of  that  ex- 
culpation. He  asked,  then,  if  a  system  so 
liable  to  abuse  did  not  imperiously  require 
parliamentary  interference  to  correct  and 
improve  it  ?  He  submitted,  then,  to  the 
consideration  of  the  house,  with  great 
humility,  the  following  motion,  which  had 
long  occupied  his  most  serious  attention. 
He  moved,  '•  That  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  expedite  the  decisions  of  Courts 
Martial,  and  to  prevent  any  undue  inter- 
ference in  impeding  or  delaying  the  re- 
sult thereof." 

The  Secretary  at  Wear  represented  that 
the  measure  proposed  could  not  possibly 
be  entertained  in  the  present  session,  as  it 
was  incompatible  with  several  provisions 
in  the  Mutiny  Act,  particularly  with  that 
which  bound  members  of  Courts  Martial 
to  keep  their  decisions  secret  till  they 
should  be  revised  by  the  crown.  But,  in 
answer  to  the  general  reasoning  of  the 
bon.  member,  he  should  argue;  without 
going  back  to  the  times  before  the  Revo- 
kitton,  which  aiibrded  no  precedent  appli- 
cable at  present,  that  the  interference  pro- 
posed would  be  injurious.  The  hon.  gent, 
allowed  that  his  majesty  ought  always  to 
have  the  power  of  judging  what  officers  he 
should  employ,  and  what  officers  he  should 
dismiss.  He  would  ask,  then,  what  dif- 
ference the  alteration   proposed  in  the 


powers  of  Courts  Martial  could  make  in 
the  case  alluded  to;  nameh^  that  of  the 
hon.  Cochrane  Johnstone  ?  Supposing  him 
acquitted  by  the  court,  the  hon.  member 
allowed  his  majesty  might  still  dismiss 
him.  The  immediate  promulgation  of  the 
sentences  of  Courts  Martial  would  be,  in 
many  cases,  cruel  to  the  officers  them- 
selves ;  for  it  would  depriire  his  majesty 
of  the  exercise  of  that  beneficial  mercy  by 
which  he  often  remitted  a  censure  or  re- 
primand, in  consideration  of  matters  that 
were  specified  with  honour  to  the  officer 
in  questioti,  so  as  to  leave  him  still  in  the 
service  with  unimpaired,  and  sometimes 
even  exa!te(i  character.  The  naval  service 
and  the  military  were  distinct  in  character, 
constitution,  and  government.  The  laws 
applicable  to  ihe  one  were  frequently  in- 
applicable to  the  other.  There  was  no 
good  ground  ibr  interfering  with  that 
system,  by  which  the  army  had  now  been 
governed  for  a  century.  Any  other  sys- 
tem would,  he  was  sure,  be  attended  With 
injury.  TTje  annual  revision  of  the  Mu- 
tiny Act  was  the  proper  parliamentary' 
controul,  and  it  was  amply  sufficient  for 
every  good  purpose. 

Sir  R  Burdett,  fi-om  the  obvious  fact  of 
naval  discipline  being  adequate  to  every 
good  purpose,  saw  no  reason  why  the  more 
just  and  equitable  constitution  of  naval 
Courts  Martial  should  not  extend  to  the 
army.  He  adverted  to  the  case  of  col. 
Cochrane  Johnstone,  and  insisted  on  the 
hardship  of  punishing  that  gentleman 
after  he  had  been  acquitted  by  the  Court 
Martial.  A  similar  influence  might  again 
be  put  into  action  for  the  injury  of  some 
deserving  member  of  society.  No  other 
hopes  of  advancement  should  be  held  out, 
but  those  dependent  on  exclusive  merit 
'and  military  pre-eminence. .  The  greatest 
possible  injury  that  could  be  done  to  the 
character  or  feelings  of  an  officer,  who  had 
b^en  honourably  acquitted,  was  to  pass 
him  over  in  the  list  of  promotions,  except 
that  which  went  so  far  as  to  reverse  the 
sentence  of  the  court  by  which  he  was 
tried.  Seeing,  as  he  did,  the  necessity  of 
reformation,  and  the  wide  door  which  had 
been  opened  to  abuses,  he  should  certainly 
support  the  motion. 

Sir  A.  Weliesley  observed,  that  the  mea- 
sure proposed  would  go  not  only  to  alter 
the  Mutiny  Act,  but  also  the  Articles  of 
War.  The  navy  was  the  characteristic 
and  constitutional  force  of  Britain,  and 
might  therefore  be  governed  more  by  the 
regulations  of  the  legislature.     But  tho 
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army  was  a  new  force,  arising  out  of  the 
extraordinary  exigencies  of  modern  times, 
and,  from  every  consideration  of  expe- 
diency and  necessity,  must  be  lefl  under 
the  controul  of  the  crown. 

General  Fitzpatrick  was  ready  to  adolit 
that  Courts  Martial  required  a  reform  to 
render  the  constitution  of  them  and  tome 
of  their  fbrais  of  proceeding,  more  con- 
sistent with  the  general  spirit  of  British 
law.  But  the  present  proposition  went  too 
far.  If  the  power  of  the  crown  was  too 
much  relaxed,  die  army  would  become 
highly  dangerous  to  the  people  and  to  the 
crown  also.  He  allowed  t)ie  extreme 
hardship  of  col.  Cochrane  Johnstone's  case, 
and  would  have  been  happy  if  it  had  been 
ia  his  power  to  remove  the  hardship  that 
gent,  had  sufiered.  But  as  the  power  of 
the  crowa  was  unlimited,  and  very  pro- 
perly proposed  to  be  left  so,  as  to  what 
officers  it  would  employ,  he  did  not  see 
how  the  exercise  of  his  majesty's  discre- 
tion could  be  remedied  by  any  measure 
proposing  not  to  meddle  with  it.  The 
commander  in  chief  finding  by  the  letter 
of  the  Judge  Advocate,  that  col,  Johnstone 
was  not  an  officer  agreeable  to  his  majesty, 
abstained  from  recommending  him  in  his 
turn  for  promotion.  The  only  thing  that 
was  open  to  remedy  on  that  proceeding, 
was  to  render  the  Judge  Advocaite  respon- 
sible for  the  advice  he  should  give  to  his 
majesty,  and  that  had  already  been  done 
by  a  clause  in  the  Mutiny  Act,  adopted 
by  the  house  on  his  suggestion.  The  sys- 
tem of  the  uavy  was  mapplicable  to  the 
army  m  many  cases.  For  instance,  n 
captain  of  a  man  of  war  had  the  power 
to  order  a  man  to  be  flogged  without  a 
trial.  The  first  officer  in  the  army  bad  no 
such  power,  and  he  should  be  sorry  to 
think  he  had.  He  allowed  it  was  de^iira- 
ble  that  the  powers  of  the  Judge  Advocate 
should  be  defined  and  understood  ;  and 
rocom mended  to  the  hon.  gent,  who  fiUed 
that  office,  to  introduce  himself  some  mea- 
sure to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Xa/ttleton  consented  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  though  he  could  not  help  observ- 
ing, that  his  wish  had  been  misinterpreted, 
as  well  as  some  of  his  words.  He  was  not 
desirous  to  trench  on  the  royal  preroea- 
*  tive  :  his  Bill  would  only  have  referred  to 
general  Courts^  Martial,  and  in  this  point 
of  view  he  could  not  see  what  distinction 
could  be  drawn  between  naval  and  military 
courts.  He  mi^ht  at  some  future  period 
bring  forwai^d  his  motion,  when  he  hoped 
to  lendor  it  Ihore  palataUe  to  the  boose. 


[SuGARrDisTiLLATioN.]  Lopd  Binning 
having  moved  the  second  reading  of  the ' 
bill  to  prohibit  the  Distillation  of  Spirits 
fi-om  Corn  or  Grain, 

Mr.  Brand  opposed  it,  on  the  prmciple 
that  all  political  interference  of  the  legis- 
lature with  the  industry  and  general  pur- 
suits of  the  country  was  bad.  He  would 
allow  that  particular  circumstances  might 
occur  which  would  justify  such  inter&r-' 
ence.  It  might  be  allowed  under  well- 
founded  apprehensions  of  scarcity,  or  as  » 
measure  of  temporary  policy*  He  knew, 
however,  of  nb  scarcity  either  existing  or 
to  be  apprehended,  which  called  for  tbe^ 
present  measure.  Wheat,  which  might  be 
considered  as -the  principal  food  of  man, 
was  hardly  ever  known  at  a  more  steady 
price  than  it  Jiad  been  for  several  months 
past.  In  case,  however,  a  scarci^  shouki 
actually  take  place,  he  then  wished  that 
the  crown  should  possess  the  power  to  stop 
the  distilleries  by  a  proclamation.  Wheat 
bad  for  a  long  time  been  at  a  low  price, 
and  a  price  sq  low  as  to  be  hardly  adequate 
to  rep«Ly  the  farmer.  He  therefore  telf  it 
his  duty  to  resist  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Manyatl  said  that  as  to  the  general 
principle  of  leaving  agricnilure  to  itself, 
and  not  interfering  with  it  by  any  l^is- 
lative  proTisions,  that  principle  would,  in 
justice,  be  as  applicable  to  the  interests  of" 
the  West  Itftlia  planters,  or  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  country,  as  to  its  agriculture. 
But  it  was  known  that  the  interests  of  the 
West  India  merchants  had,  in  point  of  fact, 
been  much  interfered  with  by  the  legis- 
lature. Although  by  the  contract  under 
which  our  islands  were  cultivated,  the 
planters  were  to  hare  the  monopoly  of 
supplying  the  empire  with  sugar ;  yet, 
when  we  occupied  St.  Domingo,  we  J-e- 
ceived  lOO^X)  hogsheads  annually  from 
that  colony,  in  competition  with  the  pro- 
duce of  our  own  colonies,  and  in  violation 
of  the  contract  made  with  them.  Again, 
when  it  was  represented  that  the  planters 
held  up  the  price  of  their  sugar  too  high, 
parliament  interfered,  and  let  in  East  Indist 
sugar  in  competition  with  it.  At  the  time 
that  parliament  resolved  on  this  measure, 
he  did  not  recollect  that  a  single  country 
gentleman  raised  his  voice  against  the  in- 
terference of  the  legislature  with  the  price 
of  the  produce  of  the  West  India  coltiva^ 
tion.  If  th^  principle  was  good  in  the  one 
case,  why  was  it  not  also  eood  in  the 
other  ?  Those  country  gentlemen,  who 
now  laid  it  "down  so  broadly  in  their  lec- 
tures on  politi<;al  economy,  never  thought 
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of  such  a  principle,  until  tiieir  own  inter- 
ests were  touched.  One  hon.  gent,  a 
«reat  land  proprietor  (Mr.  Coke,  of  Nor- 
£>lk),  had  on  a  former  occasion,  compared 
the  West  India  islands,  in  vah)e,  to  ozier 
islands  in  the  Thames.  He  would  tell  the 
bon.  gent,  however,  that  the  commerce  of 
the  West  Indies  did  most  materially  in- 
crease the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  this 
country,  and  that  the  increase  of  national 
wealth  and  prosperity  had  increased  very 
much  the  rents  and  value  of  his  great 
estates.  The  country  gentlemen  who  op- 
pose this  bill  seemed  not  only  to  have 
•formed  a  system  of  political  economy  for 
themselves,  but  they  had  formed  a  new 
mode  of  arithmetic  for  themselves.  By 
the  common  notions  of  arithmetic,  the 
more  you  subtracted  iirom  a  thim^,  the  less 
remained  ;  but  by  the  arithmetic  of  the 
country  gentlemen,  the  more  you  took 
away  from  the  stock  of  com  in  the  market, 
the  more  you  destroyed  in  distilleries,  or 
.in  any  other  way,  the  more  wonkl  be  left 
.to  secure  the  country  against  scarcity. 
They  knew,  however,  that  this  was  pro- 
posed merely  as  a  temporary  measure,  and 
that  if  any  practical  ill  effects  should  fol- 
low from  it,  ministers  would  have  it  in 
iheir  power  to  suspend  the  operation  of  this 
act  at  any  time.  He  thought,  that  when 
the  measure  was  brought  forward  as  a  West 
India  question,  it  was  brought  forward  as  a 
British  question ;  for  he  conceived  that  the 
planters  and  cultivators  of  our  West  India 
colonies  were  as  much  British  subjects  as 
the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis.  Although 
the  Atlantic  rolled  between  us  and  them, 
yet  their  interests  were  united  with  ours ; 
their  habits  and  feelings  were  British; 
they  were  proud  of  being  governed  by 
British  laws.  It  was  in  this  country  that 
they  looked  to  end  their  days ;  their  affec- 
tions were  turned  to  Britain,  and  they 
called  it  their  mother  country.  He  hoped, 
then,  that  the  mother  country  would  not 
act  the  part  of  an  nnnatural  parent  At 
present  there  were  but  about  35,000  hogs- 
. heads  of  sugar  a|^  the  West  India  docks, 
-but  by  October,  when  the  next  crop  came 
in,  there  would  be  above  300,000.  The 
average  produce  of  our  settlements  for 
many  years  had  been  270,000  hogsheads, 
and  30,000  would  surely  come  in.  from 
the  Danish  islands  we  had  lately  captured. 
The  consumption  of  the  British  empire 
Jiad  never  been  more  than  200,000  hogs- 
b«ads  annually,  and  therefore  it  was  most 
.  evident  that  the  planters  must  be  reduced 
tOigreat  distress  as  long  as  the  accustomed 
Vol.  XI.  * 


markets  were  shut  against  their  produce. 
Against  the  next  year,  both  the  West  India 
cultivators  and  the  Bntish  farmers  would 
know  how  to  calculate  the  exertions  that 
they  should  make.  The  great  objects  of 
Buonaparte  were,  first,  to  ruin  our  com- 
merce through  our  colonies ;  and  secondly, 
to  starve  the  people  of  this  country  into 
submission.  If  relief  was  refused  to  the 
West  India  merchants,  it  was  probable 
that  both  these  objects  would  be  obtained. 
The  colonies  would  certainly  be  ruined, 
and  the  first  bad  harvest  might  go  near  to 
starve  the  country,  as  long  as  there  was  no 
place  to  import  from.  He  thought  that 
the  measure  would  not  at  all  prevent  the 
farmers  from  getting  a  fair  price  for  their 
Corn,  although  it  might  prevent  them 
from  getting  a  most  exorbitant  price. 

Mr.  Eden  contended  that  the  present 
situation  of  the  world,  was  the  strongest 
argument  against  any  discouragement  of 
agriculture.  It  was  mostimpolitic  to  nar- 
row the  market,  and  thereby  diminish  the 
production  of  grain.  From  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  itself,  it  appeared  that  it 
was  improper  to  extend  the  measure  to 
Ireland.  The  distress  of  the  West  India 
colonies  was  said  to  spring  firom  the  stop-, 
page  of  the  intercourse  with  the  continent. 
Ministers  affirmed  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  would  open  this.  These  Orders 
had  been  six  months  in  operation,  and 
what  had  they  done  ?  The  intercourse  had 
only  been  more  effectually  put  an  end  to, 
and  the  distress  of  the  planters  augmented. 
The  best  measure  of  relief  would  be  to 
open  the  intercourse  direct  between  the 
colonies  and  other  nations,  while  the  pre-* 
sent  state  of  things  continued.  He  con- 
cluded, by  declaring  his  opposition  to  the 
measure. 

Mr.  Bragge  Bathurst  thought  that  the 
general  principle  which  was  laid  down 
respecting  the  impropriety  of  legislative 
interference,  must  be  applicable  only  in 
general  cases.  The  same  principle  was 
equally  applicable  to  the  commerce  of 
the  country  as  to  its  agriculture  ;  and  yet, 
in  practice,  it  was  found  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  legislature  often  to  interfere 
in  the  afilairs  of  commerce.  The  evils 
under  which  we  laboured  at  the  present 
moment  were  these :  we  were  excluded 
firom  importing,  (as  we  had  been  accus- 
tomed) the  surplus  corn  of  other  countries 
to  meet  a  failure  of  the  harvest,  and  at  the 
same  time  we  were  pressed  with  a  glut 
of  West  India  produce.  Those  temporary 
evils  could  not  b.e  remedied  by  the  apph- 
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cation  of  any  general  abstract  principle. 
Ue  thqught  the  {Present  measure  well  cal- 
culated to  relieve  the  West  India  plant- 
ers»  and  at  the  same  time  to  diminish  the 
alarm  which  prevailed  in  some  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  a  scarcity* 

Mr.  Daoies  Giddy  objected  to  the  mea- 
sure, as  he  thought  the  interference  of  the 
legislature,  upon  any  occasion,  with  the 
agriculture  or  commerce  of  the  country, 
was  highly  injurious  ;  excepting  in  cases 
of  scarcity,  of  which  at  present  there  was 
not  the  smallest  appearance. 

Mr.  Coke  hoped  that  ministers  would 
not  press  a  measure,  when  their  majorities 
were  so  very*  small,  and  when  the  mino- 
rity wa»  so  respectable.    It  was  true,  that 
perhaps  they  might  derive  more  support 
from  the  manufacturing  and  commercial 
interests^  but  he  hoped  that  consideration 
would  not  prevent  them  from  doins  jus- 
tice to  the  landed  interest.    If  he  had  ever 
used  the  term  *  gambling  speculations'  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  colonies,  he  had  cer- 
tainly never  meant  to  apply  the  term  in 
an  onensive  sense  ;  but  he  was  surprised 
that  none  of  the  West  India  gentlemen 
ever  spoke  without  using  the  word  mono- 
poly, which  was  a  term  that  had  not  been 
applied  to  them;  and  yet' he  could  not 
conceive  how  there  could  exist  any  great 
monopoly  of  corn  in  this  country ;  whereas 
there   might  easily  be   a  monopoly  of 
sugar,  as  that  was  an  article  which  was 
kept  in  few  hands.     He  thought  it  was 
absolute  nonsense  to  think  of  fixing  a  max- 
imum in  the  price  of  corn.  The  Bad  effects 
of  attempting  a  minimum  in  the  price  of 
labour  had  been  already  felt.     As  to  the 
profits  of  farmers,  he  thought  k  but  rea- 
sonable that    if  one  pait   of  their  crop 
failed,  as  it  notoriously  did  at  the  last  hai*- 
vest,  they  should  charge  something  more 
on  that  part  which  had  not  failed.    This 
was  the  only  mode  by  which  they  could 
pay  their  rent,  taxes,  and  oiher  expences. 
Mr.  Eyre  said,  that  if  he  thought  the 
measure  before  the  house  ivas  at  all  calcu- 
lated to  ailect  the  interests  of  agriculture, 
or  to  produce  that  scarcity  which  it  was' 
intended  to  prevent,  he  should  be  one  of 
tlie  last  men  in  the  world  to  vote  for  it 
The   landed  interest   had  taken   a  false 
alarm  on  the  subject.  He  highly  approved 
of  relieving  the  West  India   merchants, 
from  which  the  lauded  interest  would  ul- 
timately derive  the  greatest  benefit. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  was  of  opinion  that  the 
interest  of  the  planter  and  the  interest  of 
the  farmer  were  not  only  compatible,  but 


inseparable.  The  manuiiaM^turers  of  the 
populous*  county  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  represent,  were  enlightened  enough  to 
be  completely  convinced  of  this  fact.  So 
far  was  this  from  a  rash  and  injudicious 
interference  with  the  interests  of  agricul* 
ture,  that  he  was  satisfied  the  measure 
under  consideration  would  operate  as  a 
protection  to  them ;  and  he  felt,  and  be* 
lieved  the  country  at  large  would  feel, 
that  his  .majesty's  ministers  had  exercised 
a  sound  discretion  in  the  aupport  of  thi& 
bill. 

Mr.  Calvert,  adverting  to  the  clamonrs 
about  high  prices,  observed,  that  if  we 
were  to  raise  our  own  supplies,-  the  fanner 
must  have  a  price  that  might  vender  it 
worth  his  while  to  cultivate  poor  as  well 
as  rich  land. 

Sir  JoAn  Newport  deprecated  the  tarn* 
pering  with  the  agriculture  of  the  coun- 
try, and  declared^  Ihat  this  measure  wo«ld 
be  of  the  most  fiatal  consequence  to  the 
tillage  of  Ireland,  which  was  becoming  a 
great  source  of  supply  to  Oreat  Britabu 
Every  thing  that  he  had  heard  only  con- 
firmed his  objection  ^o  the  measure.  To 
prove  that  there  was  no  actual  scarcity, 
he  stated  from  competent  authority  that 
the  price  of  grain  was  falling  in  thasm 
places  where  iix>m  the  stoppage  of  inter- 
course with  the  neighbouring  districts,  it 
had  risen  to  the  greatest  height.    ^ 

Mr.  Manning  spoke  in  favour  of  the  biU» 
which  was  absolutely  necessary  te  prevoit 
the  ruin  of  the  colonies. 

Mr.  Loveden  spoke  as  follows : — Shr,  after 
all  the  attention  in  my  power  to  bestow  on 
this  subject,  and  after  mature  considera- 
tion of  ev*ery  argument  that  has  been 
urged  in  its  favour,  I  cannot  say  that  it 
appears  to  me  either  necessary  or  expe- 
dient. No  case  whatever  has  been  m^dt 
out  to  justify  such  a  dangerous  interfere 
ence  with  the  agriculture  or  the  kingd<»n; 
it  has  not  even  the  ground  of  probability 
to  support  it,  and  rests  its  dependanee 
solely  on  the  apprehension  that  a  measure 
of  this  kind  may  become  necessary  here- 
after. Now,  sir,  if  merely  upon  the  bare 
possibility  of  a  change  becoming  necessa- 
ry in  the  law  of  the  land,  vre  are  to  pro- 
ceed and  make  a  most  serious  innovation 
on  conjecture  alone,  not  on  any  establish- 
ed fact,  are  gentlemen  aware  of  the  mis- 
chievous consequences  that  may  and  will 
arise  from  the  establishmeni  of  soch  a 
fatal  precedent^  To  sanction  tim  bill 
we  ought  to  have  a  strmig  case  before  us; 
none  sach  appears,  and  I  must  conMai 
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that  it  has  not  probability  in  its  faTour. 
AH  the  accounts  from  the  country  aftbrd 
reason  for  us  to  expect  aplentifol  harvest, 
an4  in  addition  thereto  we  hear  from  all 
parts  of  the  cyder  counties,  that  Ae  pro- 
duce of  apples  and  pears  is  likely  to  prove 
abundant  Every  one  knows  that  a  good 
cyder  year  depresses  the  barley  market, 
that  corn  therefore  is  not  likely  to  bear  a 
price  adequate  to  the  expence'  of  cultiva- 
tion; if,  contrary  to  all  these  more  fa- 
vourable expectations,  an  unforeseen  ca- 
lamity should  happen  to  blast  the  ensuing 
harvest,  then  the  ministers  may  avail 
themselves  of  the  king's  prerogative  to 
stop  the  distilleries  by  proclamation,  and 
no  member  of  this  house  will  object  to  a 
bill  of  indemnity.  I  cannot  help  noticing, 
sir,  the  charge  of  raconsistency  urged 
against  the  farihers.  All  the  bad  conse- 
quences they  predicted  are  said  to  be 
imaginary,  because  com  has  risen  in  price 
aince  the  discussion  of  this  measure. 
Why,  sir,  it  is  in  consequence  of  such  dis- 
cussion within  these  walls  that  an  advance 
has  taken  place,  and  every  man  expected 
it  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  subject. 
The  distillers  have  bought  an  unusual 
quantity ;  speculators  have  been  at  work; 
the  advance  is  temporary;  serious  mis- 
chief will  follow,  and  depression  take 
place  at  the  next  harvest.  The  last  har- 
Test  was  in,  many  places  scanty  with  res- 
pect to  barley  and  pulse,  yet  we  have 
gone  on  well :  it  has  given  us  a  sufficient 
supply,  and  at  a  moderate  price.  If  we 
let  the  fanner  alone,  we  shall  provide 
sufficient  com  without  any  importation. 
With  respect  to  wheat,  we  h^je  obtained 
a  very  considerable  increased  supply  from 
the  introduction  of  threshing  machines. 
Much  com  used  to  be  left  in  the  straw 
when  the  flail  was  only  used ;  it  was 
wasted  ;  now  every  grain  is  brought  for- 
ward in  aid  of  the  consumption.  Being 
therefore  of  opinion  that  no  justifiable 
reason  has  been  oflered  in  support  of  this 
bill,  that  it  is  adverse  to  the  true  interest 
of  pur  country,  it  must  have  my  decided 
opposition. 

Lord  Burgher^  stated  the  fact,  that  in 
Feb.  1802,  the  price  of  wheat  was  higher 
mt  the  opening  of  the  distilleries  than  now 
when  they  were  to  be  shut;  and  then 
there  could  not  be  a  prospect  of  an  abun- 
dant harvest,  which  we  at  present  had. 
This  foct  was  a  complete  answer  to  all 
that  had  been  said  respecting  a  scarcity. 

Sir  James  Hall  said,  we  Imd  been  told 
trraith»  throne  that  the  eyes  of  Europe  are 
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upon  us.  The  landed  gentlemen  who  sat 
in  this  house  would  do  well  to  recollect, 
that  the  eyes  of  the  British  empire,  the 
eyes  of  their  constituents  were  upon  them. 
he  had  not  the  honour  to  represent  a 
county,  but  his  feelings  were  the  same  as 
if  he  did.  Were  lie  to  acquiesce  in  this 
measure,  or  willingly  to  miss  any  oppor- 
tunity that  occurred  of  opposing  it,  he 
should  be  conscious  that  he  had  abandon-* 
ed  rights  which  he  was  bound  to  defend, 
and  Uiat  he  had  contributed  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  future  famines. 

Mr.  Western  said,  that  as  he  bad  expres- 
sed his  sentiments  pretty  fully  upon  the 
subject  before  the  house  the  last  time  it 
was  under  consideration,  he  should  not 
then  lone  intrude  upon  their  patience,  but 
he  could  not  help  entreating  the  hon. 
gentlemen  opposite,  that  at  least  they  would 
state  some  specific  reasons  to  Justify  the  ' 
apprehensions  which  had  been  declared  of 
a  scarcity  of  grain  in  the  country.  The 
hoB.  gentlemen  would  make  no  reply  upon 
a  topic  which  had  been  again  urged,  and 
had  been  particularly  referred  to,  by  an 
hon.  baronet,  (sir  G.  Warrender),  namely, 
the  market  price  of  com,  of  wheat  in  par- 
ticular, at  which  it  was  then  proposed  to  ^ 
prohibit  the  grain  distillery,  as  compared 
with  what  it  was  upon  former  occasions, 
when  the  same  measure  was  adopted. 
Wheat  was  then  at  the  time  he  was  speak- 
ing only  72«.  in  1795.  It  had  arisen  in 
July  to  8'U.,  and  in  August  to  108#. ;  in 
Dec.  1800  it  was  at  1258,  barley  at  7  Is. 
before  the  suspension  was  determined  upon, 
-and  it  was  taken  of}*  at  a  time  when  it  was 
higher  than  at  the  moment  it  was  then 
proposed^o  be  put  on.  Not  one  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers,  nor  any  other  hon.  gent, 
had  thought  proper  to  make  any  answer  to, 
nor  any  comment  upon  these  observations, 
but  he  trusted  he  should  hear  something 
stated  upon  the  subject  in  the  course  of  that 
night's  debate.  Mr.  W.  said,  he  begged 
the  house  to  consider,  if  they  sanctioned 
the  proposed  measure  upon  the  only 
grounds  that  had  yet  been  stated,  what 
circumstances  they  could  expect  to  arise 
that  would  rendei'  it  less  necessary, next 
year  or  the  year  after.  The  loss  of  the 
foreign  supply  was  in  truth  the  only 
reason  that  could  be  fairly  insisted  upon. 
Did  they  then  mean  to  say  that  they  ex- 
pected the  ports  again  to  be  open  next 
J  rear,  ot*  were  they  sanguine  enough  to'be-^ 
ieve  that  without  the  foreign  supply,  corn 
would  be  cheaper  than  it  had  been  this 
year  ?   He,  for  bis  part^  could  hardly  im»- 
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gine  it  would  ;  oats  might  be  somewhat 
cheaper,  and  so  micht  peas  and  beans  if 
the  crop  was  better,  but  he  hardly  thought 
it  likely  that  wheat  would,  or  that  upon 
the  whole  we  should  be  more  plentifully 
supplied  with  grain  than  at  present.  There 
was  no  probability  that  the  same  reasons 
would  not  exist,  if  reasons  they  could  be 
called,  for  stopping  the  distilleries  next 
year,  which  prevailed  at  that  time.  He 
then  observed  that  several  gentlemen  had 
remarked,  that  it  was  extraordinary  the 
landed  interest  should  so  much  complain 
of  the  loss  of  the  distillery  market,  when 
at  the  same  time  they  were  so  patient 
under  and  so  little  complained  of  the  an- 
nual importation  offoreign corn,  and  which 
operated  to  the  full  as  injur iousfy  upon  the 
agriculture  of  the  country  as  the  proposed 
measure  could  possibly  do.  But  those 
hon.  gentlemen  were  compleatljr  mistaken 
in  their  ideas  upon  that  subject  The 
landed  interest  did  sensibly  feel  the  injury 
done  to  British  agriculture  by  the  facility 
of  importation  of  com  of  foreign  growth, 
but  they  felt  also  the  impropriety  and  im- 
policy of  making  these  topics  the  subject 
of  frequent  parliamentary  aiscussion.  Had 
those  hon.  gentlemen  forgot  that  only  four 
years  ago  an  act  passed  to  check  the 
importation  offoreign  corn  in  consequence 
of  the  strong  representations  of  the  landed 
interest  upon  the  subject  at  that  time?  Had 
they  forgot  the  clamour  that  was  raised 
against  that  measure,  and  the  difficulty 
there  was  in  overcoming  those  clamours, 
notvyithstandinff  the  support  it  received  in 
parliament,  and  the  very  limited  extent  to 
which  the  principle  of  that  bill  was  con- 
fined ?  The  landed  interest  did  certainly 
feel  strongly  that  nothing  could  be  more 
injurious  and  more  impolitic  than  encourag- 
ing the  agriculture  of  foreign  countries 
at  the  ex|>ence  of  our  own.  We  had  all 
the  means  of  providing  for  our  own  sub* 
sistence,  we  had  lands,  capital,  industry, 
agricultural  science,  nothing  was  requi- 
site but  proper  encouragement,  and  pro- 
per stfcurity.  It  was  the  height  of  absur- 
dity to  continue  such  a  system  of  laws  and 
regulations  relating  to  the  com  trade  as  in 
truth  operated  to  depress  the  agriculture 
of  our  own  country,  and  encourage  that  of 
foreign  nations;  even  now,  since  the  pas- 
sinar  of  the  act  of  1804,  the  British  markets 
had  been  constantly  open  to  foreigners, 
and  the  British  growers  as  constantly  de- 
prived of  any  reciprocal  advantage.  It 
was  true  that  the  provisions  of  that  law 
were  such  that  the  importation  would  have 


been  checked  bad  the  average  price  Adlen 
to  668,  per  qr.  wheat,  and  that  was  a  oonsi- 
derable  advantage  in  the  security  Ip  the 
farmers  against  an  excessive  depressiqn^ 
compared  with  the  act  previciisly  exislihg, 
but  it  ought  to  be  stopped  at  a  much  earlier 
period.  The  prejudices  of  the  people  how- 
ever were  strong  upon  these  subjects,  and 
unfortunately  their  opinions  were  too  gene- 
rally mistaken  and  operating  against  their 
own  object  and  interests.  In  the  year  1795 
the  table  of  the  house  vras  covered  with 
petitions  signed  by  thousands  of  persmu, 
praying  the  repeal  of  that  law,  and  ex- 
pressing their  desire  in  very  urgent  terms. 
Neither  the  administration  of  that  day, 
however,  nor  the  raflyority  of  the  house, 
thought  it  advisable  to  comply  with  the 
wishes  of  the  petitioners,  and  it  was  very 
fortunate  they  did  not,' for  the  repeal  of 
that  measure  would  have  materially  damp- 
ed the  spirit  of  improving  agriculture,  and 
we  should  have  now  had  to  deplore  the 
effects.  In  this  instance  there  was  another 
proof  of  the  different  policy  which  then 
prevailed,  contrasted  with  that  whicb 
seemed  to  govern  his  majesty's  ministers 
at  the  present  moment^  the  price  of  wheat 
was  higher  by  abo<ve  ten  shillings  per 
quarter  when-.tbese  petitions  were  pre* 
sented  to  the  hduM.  than  it  was  then,  when 
the  grain  distiikry  was  about  to  be  pro- 
hibited. These  circumstances  altogether 
proved,  that  the  landed  interest  was  notiiH 
different  to  the  importation  of  foreign  com, 
though  solicitous  at  the  same  time  to  avoid 
the  as;itation  of  questions  of  such  a  nature 
as  had  always  been  found  to  create  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  uneasiness  in  the  minds 
of  the  people. 

Lord  W,  Russell  expressed  his  surprise 
at  the  silence  of  ministers  on  a  question  of 
this  importance.  He  wished  to  know, 
whether  they  considered  themselves  as 
responsible  tor  this  measure,  which  was 
brought  forward  under  such  su^icioas 
circumstances.  He  asked,  whether  it  was 
wise  or  politic  to  restrict  agriculture  in 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  country  ? 
The  proposition  appeared  to  him  incon- 
sistent with  common  dense. 

The  house  then  divided:  for  the  se* 
cond  reading  90,  against  it  39.  Majo- 
rity 51. 

[Local  MiLrnABttt.]  Lord  Castkreogk 
moved  the  ordet  of  the  day,  ibr  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  report  on  the 
English  Local  Militia  bill,  after  which 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted,  so 
fur  as  related  to  the  two  ebrases  resemil 
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on  a  former  night.  On  the  clause  for  re- 
quiring persons  who  claim  exemptions  in 
consequence  of  having  paid  the  fine  under 
the  ace,  to  sign  a  declaration  that  they 
bad  not  paid  by  means  of  any  insurance 
or  otherwise  than  with  their  own  proper- 
ty, being  read, 

Mr.  Bmkcs  objected  to  it,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  make  the  measure  bear 
beatily  upon  the  lower  classes,  whilst  it 
would  operate  lightly  onthehigher  classes. 
If  personal  service  was  enforced  in  every 
instance,  the  measure  would  not  operate 
so  imeoually.  But  as  substitution  was  not 
allowed,  he  thought  that  the  lower  classes 
should  be  permitted  to  relieve  themselves 
from  the  pressure  of  the  fine  by  insurance, 
as  otherwise  the  measure  would  be  odious 
in  the  country. 

The  Secretary  at  War  was  surprised  at  the 
opposition  made  to  this  clause,  because  it 
would  go  to  the  whole  of  the  bill.  This 
clause  was  absolutely  necessary  to  render 
tlie  bill  operative,  as,  if  insurance  was  al- 
lowed,the  bill  could  never  take  effect.  The 
burthen  of  the  service  could  not  be  heavy, 
or  the  number  of  volunteers  who  offer- 
ed themselves  to  serve  as  local  militia, 
would  not  be  so  great  as  the  fact  proved 
it  to  be. 

Mr.  Windham  thought  this  clause  most 
highly  objectionable,  because  it  imposed 
a  heavy  partial  burthen  upon  individuals 
of  the  lower  class,  without  allowing  them 
to  secure  themselves  against  it  by  insu- 
rance. The  measure  ought  either  to  en- 
force in  every  instance  personal  service, 
or  insurance  should  be  allowed,  because 
in  every  case  the  lesser  evil  would  be  pre- 
ferred. In  the  lower  classes  the  fine 
would  be  a  greater  evil  than  personal  ser- 
vice, and  they  of  course  must  serve, 
whilst  with  the  higher  classes  the  fine 
would  be  the  lesser  evil,  and  they  of 
course  would  pay  it,  and  not  submit  to 
their  personal  service.  The  service  would 
be  ruin  to  many  persons  in  business,  who 
must  serve,  and  if  the  service  would  be 
ruin,  the  fine  which  went  to  compel  it 
must  be  equally  ruinous.  No  option 
thei^fore  was  given,  as  was  stated  by 
the  noble  lord,  because  either  alternative 
must  be  ruin  to  the  industrious  classes, 
whom  it  would  be  most  desirable  to  pro- 
tect. 

Lord  Castkreagh  stated  that  there  were 
only  two  ways  of  mitigating  the  severity 
of  conscription  by  ballot ;  mitigation  by 
fine,  or  mitigation  by  substitution.  lie 
preferred  the  mitigation  by  fine,  and  Mras 


not  surprised  at  the  opposition  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  because  he  was  most 
animated  in  resisting  %very  principle  that 
was  borrowed  from  himself^  the  fine  being 
the  principle  of  his  Training  bill,  which 
did  not  admit  of  substitution.  The  insu- 
rance he  looked  upon  as  injurious  to  the 
military  service.  In  tjbe  case  of  insurance 
offices,  the  office  keeper  endeavoured,  as 
was  natural,  to  obtain  the  men  on  tho 
cheapest  terms,  and  so  £u*  interfered  with 
the  recruiting  for  the  army.  The  same  effect 
was  produced  by  the  insurance  clubs^  and 
by  the  assistance  afforded  by  the  parislies 
to  individuals  of  a  particular  description. 
The  insurance,  if  allowed  in  this  instance, 
would  have  the  efiect  of  withdrawing  the 
men  from  the  service.  The  service  under 
this  bill  was  different  from  that  under  the 
permanent  militia  establishment;  for  whilst 
persons  could  not  enter  into  the  latter, 
without  destruction  to  all  their  domestic 
habits  and  prospects  in  life,  the  service 
under  the  former  would  not  be  attended 
by  that  ruin  which  the  right  hon.  gent, 
apprehended.  The  permission  of  insurance 
would  have  the  effect  of  throwing  the 
whole  burthen  of  service  upon  the  poorer 
classes,  by  withdrawing  all  those  whose 
means  enabled  them,  by  insurance,  to 
cover  themselves  from  tne  personal  ser- 
vice. He  was  convinced,  that  insurance 
was  at  complete  variance  with  the  princi- 
ple of  the  measure,  and  therefore  he  could 
not  consent  to  allow  it  under  any  circurn-* 
stances  to  interfere  with  the  operation  of 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Davies  Gidt^  ihov^ght  that  the  clause, 
as  worded,  appeared  to  be  too  severe; 
because  it  would  seem  that  in  every  in- 
stance the  fine  was  to  be  the  property  of 
the  person  paying  it,  whereas  he  was  of 
opinion  that  parents  should  be  allowed  to 
pay  for  their  sons,  and  masters  for  their 
apprentices  or  servants. 

Mr.  BabingtoR  did  not  approve  of  per- 
mitting persons  to  insure,  and  thought  10/. 
a  very  proper  sum  to  be  paid  in  the  way 
of  fine.  I*or  if  the  fine  was  very  low,  and 
insurance  was  permitted,  the  consequence 
would  be  that  every  person  would  insure, 
and  the  ^ne  would  be  paid  by  the  insut 
ranee  offices. 

Lord  H.  Petty  contended,  that  by  insu- 
rance they  who  insured  wodd  not  do  it  to 
withdraw  themselves  firom  the  service 
of  the  country,  but  to  enable  theon  to 
meet  an  option  held  out  to  diem  by  the 
legislature.  He  insisted  also  that  it  was 
the  nuddle  class  of  industrious  persons  that 
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wauld,  by  the  prohibition  of  insurance  be 
rained,  either  by  the  fine,  or  by  personal 
serrice,  to  the  utter  destruction  of  their 
business  or  professions.  He  entirely  dis- 
approved of  the  clause. 

Lord  Castlereash  acceded  to  the  principle 
suggested  by  Mr.  D.  Giddy,  ana  had  no 
doubt  that  a  proviso  might  be  prepared 
to  allow  fisithers  to  pay  the  fine  for  their 
sons,  and  masters  for  their  apprentices  or 
servants,  without  interfering  with  the  ge- 
neral operation  of  the  bill. — A  division 
then  took  place,  when  the  numbers  were. 
For  the  Clause,  106;  Against  it,  16. — Ma- 
jority, 90. 

The  other  clause  was  then  agreed  to, 
and  the  house  having  resumed,  the  report 
was  brought  up,  when  the  Speaker  inform- 
ed the  house,  that  the  whole  report  was 
now  before  the  house,  and  that  the  ques- 
tion would  be  that  the  amendments  of  the 
committee  be  agreed  to,  which  passed  in 
the  affirmative. — The  amendments  having 
been  gone  through,  lord  Castlereash  pro- 
posed Wednesday  next  for  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Windham  caressed  his  surprise  that 
the  noble  lord  should  be  so  anxious  to  pre- 
cipitate the  last  stag^  of  the  bill,  the  more 
so,  as  it  had  this  night  been  allowed  to 
proceed  two  stages. 

Lord  Ckutlereagh  felt  no  less  surprised  at 
the  surprise  of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  for 
surely  no  hurry  had  taken  place  in  the 
progress  of  the  bill ;  on  Wednesday  last 
the  bill  ws^  in  a  committee,  and  then  the 
only  clauses  to  which  the  right  hon.  sent, 
hs^  objected,  were  again  under  considera- 
tion. There  was  now  to  occur  an  inter* 
ruption  of  business  for  three  or  four  days, 
and  during  that  period,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  would  surely  be  able  to  make  up  his 
mind  with  respect  to  any  itirther  objections 
which  it  might  be  his  intention  to  offer 
against  the  principle  or  the  provisions  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  W.  Wjmne,  Mr.  Tierney,  and  Mr. 
Calcrafi;,  were  exceedingly  anxious  the 
third  readinic  of  the  bill  might  not  be 
pressed  for  Wednesday  next,  especially  if 
the  Curates'  bill  was  to  take  precedence  of 
it.  The  bill  was  unquestionably  of  more 
importance  than  any  of  those  which  were 
said  to  stand  in  the  way.  It  was  therefore 
their  wish  that  the  bill  should  take  the  pre- 
cedence of  any  other,  if  not  on  Wednes- 
day next,  at  least  on  Thursday  or  Friday. 
Lord  Castlereagh  and  the  Cfnancellor  of 
the  Excheouer  observed,  that  the  business 
which  stooQ  for  those  days  could  not  possi^ 


bly  be  postponed.  The  second  reading 
of  the  Curates'  bill  was  to  have  come  on 
immediately  after  the  recess;  and  the 
Dublin  police  bill  was  with  universal  con- 
sent fixed  for  Thursday,  it  being  utterly 
inconvenient  for  many  Irish  members  to 
attend  after  that  day.  Mr.  Windham  and 
Mr.  Calcraft  still  pressed  their  objections 
to  Wednesday,  when  the  question  whether 
the  bill,  be  read  a  third  time  on  Wednes- 
day, before  the  discussion  on  the  Curates* 
bill,  was  put,  and  the  house  divided  : 
Ayes,  56 ;  Noes,  7. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  June  8. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  Mr.  Brtmd  pre- 
sented a  Petition  from  John  Cartwright  of 
Enfield,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  tak- 
ing notice  of  the  Bill  for  enabling  his  ma- 
jesty to  establish  a  permanent  local  Mili- 
tia force  in  England,  under  certam  re- 
strictions, for  the  defence  of  the  realm  ; 
and  setting  forth,  that  the  petitioner  con- 
ceives the  said  Bill  is  essentially  at  vari- 
ance with  the  English  constitution,  and,  if 
it  should  pass  into  a  law,  and  make  part 
of  the  present  general  system  of  defence 
for  Great  Britain,  which  general  system 
the  petitioner  conceives  to  be  fundament- 
ally unconstitutional  and  defective,  that 
system  would  thereby  be  farther  counte- 
nanced, confirmed,  smd  fortified,  whence 
greater  danger  to  the  state,  and  to  the 
laws  and  liberties  of  the  peo)>le,  would 
arise,  than  that  to  which  they  are  already 
exposed  ;  and  thereS^re  praying,  that  the 
said  bill  may  not  pass  into  a  Xaiw. — ^The 
Petition  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

[Plymouth  Dock  Police  Bill.]  Mr. 
7]/rrwhii  adverted  to  the  great  depreda- 
tions committed  in  Plymouth  dock-yard, 
and  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
establish  a  Police  for  that  yard. 

Sir  W.  Elford  admitted  the  fact  of  the 
depredations,  and  only  doubted  whether 
this  would  be  the  best  mode  of  remedying 
the  evil.  He  would  not,  however,  object 
to  the  bringing  in  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  lyrrwhit  mentioned,  that  he  mere- 
ly m^ant  to  bring  it  in,  and  have  it  print- 
ed, with  a  view  to  circulate  it,  and  allow 
it  to  lie*over  till  next  session. 

Sir  C.  Pole  thought  that  tome  measure 
of  this  sort  would  be  ¥ery  useful,  if  it  was 
not  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  Bastard  gave  full  credit  to  the  mo- 
tives of  his  hon.  friend,  but  he  hoped  thai 
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/  he  woald  take  care  to  fix  no  censure  on  the 

coanty  magistrates;  and  there  could  be 

'  no  censure  greater  than  to  hare  justices 

appointed  by  the  crown  sitting  along  with 

them  in  managing  the  county  business. 

Admiral  Harvey  observed  tjiat  some  lo^ 
cal  jurisdiction  was  necessary  at  Plymouth 
dock. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
not  object  to  the  bringing  in  of  the  bill, 
but  hoped  that  neither  he  nor  any  in  the 
house,  would  be  understood  as  pledged 

U)  an  approbation  of  it Leave  given. 

[IwsH  Budget.]  The  house  having  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committee  of  Ways 
and  Means^ 

Mr.  Foster,  after  observing  that  he 
would  detain  the  house  but  a  very  short 
time,  briefly  stated,  under  the  various 
heads,  the  sums  required  in  Ireland  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1808,  amount- 
'mf^  in  all  to  9,767,550/.  Irish  currency ; 
remarking  that  this  was  a  very  large  sum 
for  that  country.  To  meet  this  he  enu- 
merated various  items,  viz.  the  Ordinary 
Revenue  4,800,000/. ;  the  loan  contracted 
in  England  for  the  service  of  Ireland, 
2,708,SS2/. ;  the  loan  to  be  granted  by 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  for  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  1,250,000/. ;  the  loan  con- 
tracted in  Ireland,  750,000/.  &c.  making 
togetlier  the  sum  of  9,767,550/.  Irish  cur- 
rency.— ^With  respect  to  the  loan  contract- 
ed for  in  Ireland,  it  had  been  contracted 
for  in  the  three  and  a  half  per  cents,  and 
at  an  interest  not  exceeding  that  on  the 
loan  raised  in  Great  Britain,  viz.  4-/.  14^.  Qd. 
per  cent.  The  charges  per  annum  of  the 
mterest  and  sinking  fund  on  the  three 
loans  would  be  as  follows  : 
Tbe  Loan  raised  in  Irelantl  .  .  .  .  £  45,562 

The  Bank  of  Ireland  Loan 75,000 

The  Loao  raised  in  EDgland  •  •  .  .   159,000 

Total  ....  £80,463 
In  order  to  raise  this  sum,  it  would  be 
necetsary  to  impose  new  Taxes,  and  he 
trusted  the  committee  would  concur  with 
him  in  opinion,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
eflfect  this  not  by  imposing  a  number  of 
•mall  taxes,  but  rather  to  lay  on  a  large 
tax  at  once,  in  suoh  a  way  as  would  least 
affect  the  community  in  Ireland.  It  was 
well  known  that  in  Iceland,  as  well  as  in 
£n^and,  the  distilleries  evaded  the  malt 
duties  in  a  considerable  degree,  by  distill- 
ing from  raw  corn ;  he  therefore  propos- 
ed to  extend  to  all  raw  com  used  in  distil- 
lation^ the  duties  at  present  imposed  upon 
malt.  It  was  also  Ins  intention  to  propose 
■  an  additional  duty  on  foreign  spirits  im- 
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ported  into  Ireland.  ^  These  sums,  tog^- 
ther  with  the  saving  in  the  management 
of  the  Debt,  would  more  than  cover  the 
Charges  of  ihe  Interest,  and  Sinking  Fund 
of  the  three  Loans,  viz. : 
Extension  of  the  Malt  Duties  to  raw 

Corn,  Sec a6:.333,00O 

Duty  on  Foreign  Spirits 22,500 

Saving*  in  the  Management  of  the  Pub- 
lic Debt 7^500 

Total  ....  363,000 
There  were  certain  arrangements  de- 
pendent on  the  measure  now  before  par- 
liament, relative  to  the  Distillation  from 
Sugar,  with  which  he  would  not  then  trou- 
ble the  committee. 

GENERAL  RECAPITULATION. 

LOAN  FOR  IftELANO. 

Irish  Money.  Interest  and  Sinking  Fund. 

2,708,332  borrowed  in  England £.  159,904 

2,000,000  ditto  in  Ireland 120,56« 

4,708,S3«  Annual  Charge  £,  280,466 

Ways  and  Means  for  raising  the  said  Chanel 

1*.  Sd.  per  gallon  on  Spirits  home 
made  on  6,000,000  gaUons.  •f.  500,000 

Deduct  one  third  for  Malt 1 66,666 

———333  334 

Duties  on  Imported  Spiriu  400,000  gal- 
lons, at  1 3d,  one-third  per  gallon 22,500 

Saving  on  Bank.  Management 7,500 

•£.363,334 
Deduct  charge  as  above  ^80,466 

Surplus    82,863 
Charge  on  5th  Jan,  1808. 

Unfunded  Debt 5?9,557 

Treasury  Bills 400,000 

Remains  due  to  Inland  Canals 215,464 

Howth  Harbour 6,000 

First  Fruiu 50,000 

Other  Articles , 200,000 

«f.  90 1,041 
Discharge.  ■ 

Loan  unapplied 871,99^ 

Balance  in  Exchequer,  Jan.  a,  1808 298,115 

1,170,134 
Deduct  Charge,  as  above 901,041 

Surplus  to  be  carried  to  Ways  and  Means 
for  1808..... .£.259,093 

Interest  and  Sinking  Fund  ?  «  400  qq, 

of  Debt J  J,40J,992 

Quota  of  Expence  for  the  >  .  -«,  .^ 

Year  (5,868,515  Brit.) . .  J  ^>^^*^^ 

9,767,550 

Annual  Means  for  1S08. 
Revenues  and  Extraordinary  Resources  4,^800,000 

Loan  raised  in  Ireland 2,000,000 

Great  Briuin 2,708,33« 

Supplies  as  above • 259,093 

«^.  9,767,425 
He  then  moved  a  variety  of  Resoiutiops, 
correspondent  to  his  statement;  Y'^^^^r^fftp 
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agreed  tc-^A  short  discussion  then  took 
place  on  the  terms  of  the  Irish  Bank  I^oan, 
which  were  strongly  defended  by  Mr. 
Foster.     Upon  which, 

Mr.   Pamell  observed,  that  he  conid 
not  agree  in  opinion  with  the  right  hon. 
gent.   (Mr.  Foster),  that   the    Loan  for 
1,250,000/.  which  be  had  negociated  with 
the  Bank  of  Ireland,  was  entitled  to  those 
'  terms  of  approbation  which  he  had  be- 
stowed upon  it.    On  the  contrary,  he  con- 
sidered it  as  one  highly  disadvantageous 
to  the  public.     For,  if  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  borrowed  this  sum  in  London,  instead 
of  the  public  having  to  pay  an  interest  at 
the  rate  of  5  /.  per  cent,  they  would  only 
have  had  to  pay  4-/.  14^.  6d,  the  rate  at 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of 
this  country,  a  few  days  ago,  made  the  loan 
for  England.     On  this  sum  of  1,250,000/. 
the  annual  difierence  in  the  amount  of 
interest  between  the  two  rates  is  no  less 
than  3,438/.  so  that  the  public  will  ac- 
tually sustain  an  annual  loss  to  this  amount, 
because  this  loan  has  been  borrowed  from 
the  Bank  of  Ireland,  and  not  in  the  usual 
coarse,  in  London,  and  at  the  same  time 
with  the  money  wanting  for  the  services  of 
England. — ^With  respect  to  the  other  con- 
xiitions  on  which  the  Charter  of  the  Bank 
is  to  be  renewed,  they  were  by  no  means 
such  conditions  as  ought  to  be  acceded  to, 
as  a  sufficient  consideration  for  so  valuable 
a  concession  as  the  renewal  of  the  Charter. 
The  security  which  the  renewal  will  af- 
ford to  the  Bank  for  so  many  years  of  the 
great  advsmtages  which  it  enjoys  from  its 
exclusive  rights  in  the  Banking  Trade, 
should  have  obtained  for  the  public  much 
more   advantageous  terms.       As   to  the 
Bank's  agreeing  to  manage   the  public 
debt  gratis,  and  thus  to  surrender  a  claim 
on  the  public  of  about  7,000  /.  per  annum, 
this  is  in  fact  a  transaction  unfavourable  to 
the  public,  if  at  the  same  time  it  is  to  be 
understood  that  the  Bank  are  to  make  no 
allowance  to  the  public  for  the  balances  of 

?ublic  money  which  lie  in  their  hands, 
'hese  balances  amount,  on  an  average,  to 
a  sum  of  300,000/.  and  according  to  the 
principles  laid  down  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Finance,  the  public  have  a 
just  claim  to  be  allowed  5  /.  per  cent,  on 
'this  sum — but  instead  of  any  such  allow- 
-ance  being  a  part  of  the  terms  entered 
into  with  the  Bank,  no  mention  is  made  of 
these  balances,  and  therefore,  in  the  place 
of  the  public  being  benefited  by  a  sum  of 
7,000/.  per  aim.  on  account  of  no  charge 
^ing  aade  for  sumaging  the  public  debt, 


they  lose  7,000/.    being  the  diflference 
between  15,000/.  (whi^h  the  public  have 
a  right  to  receive  on   the   balances   of 
300,000/.),  and  7,000/.  which  the  Bank 
have  a  right  to  for  managing  the  debt— 
In  answer  to  what  has  been  said  respect- 
ing the  favour  which  the  Bank  has  con- 
ferred on  the  public  by  lending  to  them 
this  sum  of  1,250,000/.  the  hon.  member 
maintained,  that  each  subscriber  to  this 
loan  will  be  able  to  sell  his  share,  imme- 
diately upon  the  bill  bemg  passed  into  a 
law,  for  a  premium  of  20  or  30  per  cent, 
or  even  more.     For  if,  upon  a  capital  of 
1,500,000/.  the  Bank  have  been  hitherto 
atle  for  several  years,  to  divide  a  profit  of 
7  per  cent  and  a  bonus  of  5  per  cent,  in 
each  year,  and  if  the  renewal  of  the  Char* 
ter  secures  to  them  the  continuance  of  ail 
those  means  by  which  they  have  hitherto 
made  these  profits,  the  addition  of  ose  mil- 
lion to  their  former  capital  of  one  million 
and  an  half,  caimot  possibly  contribute  to 
lower  the  rate  of  profit  on  which  the  Bank 
transact  their  business ;  but  must  inevita- 
bly have  the  operation,  that  an  encreased 
capital  has,  in  all  commercial  transactions, 
to  securing,  and  even  augmenting  this  rate 
of  profit.  As  to  the  praise  which  has  been 
given  to  the  Bank  'for  their  liberality  in 
discounting  at   1/.  per  cent,   below  the 
legal  rate  of  interest,  and  their  claim  to 
the  gratitude  of  the  house  on  this  account, 
he  said  it  was  necessary  only  to  observe, 
that  all  the  bankers  of  Dublin,  one  only 
excepted,  discount  at  the  same  rate,  and 
that  it  is  not  a  fair  way  of  judging  how  fiir 
this  is  a  liberal  practice  or  not,  by  refer- 
ring it  to  the  law  which  fixes  the  rate  of 
interest,  because  the  only  just  criterion  of 
judgment  is  the  value*  of  money  in  the 
market ;  and  when  the  public  loans  and 
the  prices  of  public  s(ecurities  shew  that 
the  value  of  money  is  not  even  5/.  per 
cent,  it  cannot  be  urged  that  the  Bank 
confer  any  very  great  favour  on  the  pub- 
lic, when  they  discount  at  this  rate. — But 
the  great  objection  which  he  entertained 
to  the  bargain  which  has  been  made  with 
the  Bank  by  government,  he  said,  arose 
from  a  convicjtion  of  the  impolicy  of  re- 
newing the  Charter  so  long  as  the  restric- 
tion  of  cash  pa3rments  continues,  for  so 
long  as  the  Bank  are  relieved  from  the 
necessity  of  paying  their  notes  in  specie, 
they  are  at  liberty  to  issue  any  quantity 
of  them  they  think  proper,  and  to  give 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  any  greater  powers 
in  this  respect,  or  to  relieve  them  from 
the  control  which  parliament  posacsnf 
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orer  them,  in  consequence  of  the  short 
period  their  present  charter  has  to  run,  is  a 
most  unwise  proceeding ;  because  it  cannot 
be  forgotten,  that  it  is  not  lon^  a^o  since 
their  paper  was  depreciated  m  its  value 
full  10  per  cent.,  and  because  there  is  a 
Report  of  a  committee  of  this  house,  in 
which  it  is  proved,  that  this  depreciation 
was  the  cause  of  the  high, rates  of  ex* 
change  which,  for  a  few  years,  existed 
between  England  and  Ireland.  He  wished 
therefore  to  see  this  house  keeping  in  its 
own  hands  the  controul  that  the  power  of 
granting  or  refusing  a  renewal  of  the 
charter,  gives  it  over  the  Bank ;  and  with 
'  such  ample  experience  of  the  ill  effects  of 
an  excessive  issue  of  paper,  to  act  with  all 
due  caution  in  acceding  to  the  terms  which 
have  been  entered  into  between  the  bank 
and  the  right  bon.  gentleman. 

Sir  •/.  Newport  inquired  into  the  state  of 
the  Collectors  Balances.  Last  year  they 
had  increased  (50,0001.  He  did  not  attach 
blame  to  this  circumstance,  but  he  wished 
to  know  what  prospect  there  was  of  their 
being  reduced. 

Mr.  Foster  replied,  that  every  regula- 
tion on  that  subject  had  been  hitherto  en- 
forced without  effect.  All  possible  steps 
were  now  taking  to  reduce  the  balances, 
and  he  had  great  hopes  that  before  the 
^  next  meeting  of  parliament  that  object 
would  be  in  a  great  measure  accomplish- 
ed.— ^The  house  having  resumed,  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

[Curates  Residence  Bill.]  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  a  coqfunittee  on  this  bill. 
On  the  question  for  leaving  the  chair, 

Mr.  Western  objected  to  the  measure,  as 
calculated  to  interfere  without  any  cause, 
with  the  property  of  the  Church,  which 
was  as  well  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
the  law  as  any  other,  and  likely  to  affect 
the  independence  of  the  Church,  as  well 
as  to  countenance  unfounded  clamours 
^gainst  beneficed  clergymen. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  supported  the  general 
principle  of  the  bill,  inasmuch  as  it  went 
to  provide  an  adequate  income  for  ih^  resi- 
dent officiating  clergyman.  Residence 
was  the  duty  of  the  Rector,  and  it  was 
due  to  the  parish,  that  the  officiating  cler- 
gyman should  have  a  sufficient  provision 
to  enable  him  to  live  as  a  gentleman.  If 
the  rector  accepted  a  second  benefice,  it 
could  not  be  a  hardship  upon  him  to  make 
a  proper  allowance  to  the  curate,  whp  dis- 
charged the  duty  in  the  parish  in  which 
he  did  not  reside* 

Vol.  XI. 


Mr.  Creevey  considered  the  bill  a  direct 
violation   of  property,  which  had    ever 
been  respectea.     The  stipend  of  a  curate 
had,  about  twelve  years  since,  been  fixed 
at  75/.  per  ann.     This  should  be  the  mo* 
del  of  any  change  which  might  hereafter 
become  necessary.'     In  the   present  in- 
stance, he  saw  no  reason  for  this  dangerous 
encroachment  on  property.    The  stipend 
of  200L  would  often  be  the  greatest  injus- 
tice to  the  clergy,  who  were  the  original 
proprietors,  and  sometimes  it  would  be 
found  to  exqeed  the  trouble  of  the  situa- 
tion.    To  attack  the  vital  principles  of 
property,  in  this  way,  was  to  imitate  the 
worst  acts  of  the  worst  period  of  the 
French  Revolution.     But  why  should  this 
system  of  robbery  be  directed  only  against 
rectorial  property  ?    If  it  were  necessary 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  lower  or- 
ders, why  not  do  so  at  the  expense  of  the 
bishops,  deans,  and  chapters  ?      It  was  a 
petty   fear  of  offending  them ;  and  the 
bill  only  armed  them  with  fresh  power, 
while  jt  injured  the  rectors,  who  could  have 
no  security  for  their  property,  whilst  it 
was  in  the  power  of  any  bishop  to  take  any 
part  of  his  property  he  should  think  fit. 
Such  an  act  of  legislation  must  tend  to 
breed  feuds  and  animasities  amongst  the 
different  ranks  of  the  clergy,  and  eventu- 
ally injure  the  church  establishment  and 
the  cause  of  religion.     Fpr  what  good  was 
the   bill  enacted  ?    Who    requested    it  i 
Cambridge  university  was  hostile  to  it  he 
knew.     U  was  the  child  of  the  chancellor 
of  the   exchequer,  who  had  published  n 
pamphlet  in  its  support.     Oxford  univer- 
sity and  the  clergy  of  London  had  ex- 
pressed thair  disapprobation  of  the  bill  by 
petitions  to  parliament ;  and  not  one  c\iy 
or  county  had  expressed  a  hope  that  it 
would  be  adopted.      But  the  right  hon. 
gent,  derived  his  support  from  a  set  of  me» 
hostile  to  the  church  establishment — the 
members  of  the  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
the  Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Vice, 
and  those  dealers  in  Missionaries  who  had 
nearly  overturned  the  power  of  Britain  by 
their  late  conduct  in  India.     To  these  h^ 
was  decidedly  averse;  but  as  the  bill  was 
almost  identified  with  the  present  bishop  of 
London,  he  had  to  apprise  the  house  that 
he  had  given  of  late  great  cause  of  uneasi- 
ness to  the  true  friends  of  the  church,  and 
in  particular  by  a  late  gift  of  a  benefice 
to  a  missionary  of  Bussora,  who  was  a 
native  of  Poland,  and  whom  it  would  even 
be  necessary  to  qualify  for  his  situation  by 
a  form  of  that  bouse.    This  bad  placed 
3  H 
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the  bill  in  rather  a  suspicious  point  of 
view  ',  and  from  the  arguments  which  he 
had  urged,  he  found  it  his  duty  to  oppose 
the  house  going  into  a  committee. 

Mr.  BuHon  contended  that  the  present 
bill  was  no  invasion  of  church  property, 
and  quoted  several  instances  from  our  his- 
tory, to  shew  that  such  changes  often  took 
place,  from  the  time  of  Richard  the  2d. 
The  property  of  the  church  was,  in  fact, 
that  of  the  people,  and  certain  relative 
duties  were  expected  to  be  by  them  per- 
formed to  qualify  them  for  their  posses- 
sion. In  the  eye  of  the  law  there  was 
another  party  with  respect  to  church  pro- 
perty, beside  the  impropriator  and  the 
curates ;  this  was  the  people  of  the  parish, 
who  had  an  indisputable  right  to  their  ser- 
vices ;  and  the  present  bill  only  made 
such  a  provision  tor  the  clergy  as  would 
enable  them  to  perform  with  credit  to  the 
church  those  duties  of  benevolence  and 
hospitality  prescribed  by  a  religion  they 
professed. 

Mr.  UuhingUm  supported  the  bill.  It 
was  not  enacted  for  the  advantage  of  dis- 
senters, and  was  framed  to  go  as  mr  as  any 
legislative  act  could  go  at  present  for  the 
advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  church. 
The  proportion  of  salary  to  the  curate  was 
only  increased  in  proportion  to  the  value 
of  the  rector's  income.  This  was  a  just 
principle.  At  Oxford  he  knew  of  no  op- 
position to  it,  though  he  was  there  so  late 
as  last  week.  The  ffreat  source  of  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill  had  been  the  increase  of 
influence  to  the  bishops.  This  he  always 
ivished  to  counteract :  but,  in  the  present 
instance  he  saw  no  cause  of  alarm,  nor 
were  they  parties  to  any  alteration  b^  the 
present  bill.  From  a  conviction  that  the 
present  bill  would  be  of  great  public  ad- 
vantage, he  felt  inclined  to  give  it  his 
whole  support. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  not  being  a  member  of 
the  established  church,  was  afraid  almost 
to  say  any  thing  on  the  subject,  as  it 
seemed  to  be  connected  with  party  and 
reli^ous  considerations,  some  of  which 
might  be  conceived  to  involve  himself ; 
but,  nevertheless,  he  felt  himself  called  on 
to  support  the  principle  set  forth  by  his 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Creevey),  that  there 
should  be  no  remuneration  without  refe- 
rence to  labour.  He  objected  strons^ly  to 
the  increase  of  the  influence  of  the  bi- 
shops, and  wished  that  livings,  both  in  the 
hands  of  lay  impropriators  as  well  as 
others,  should  be  placed  on  a  better  foun- 
dation.   He  perfectly  absolved  the  mis- 


sionaries hi  India  from  the  crime  imputed 
to  them,  and  thought  the  evils  there  had 
originated  in  the  misconduct  of  those 
hi^er  in  rank  and  station. 

Lord  Miltcn  opposed  the  passing  of  this 
bill  into  a  law.  The  grand  objection  he 
had  to  it  was,  that  it  gave  the  most  im- 
proper influence  to  the  bishops,  who  were 
altogether  dependent  on  the  crown,  and 
who  would  not  frtil  to  extend  the  interests 
of  the  crown,  through  the  medium  of  the 
regular  clergy,  among  the  population  of 
the  island.  This  was  an  evil  of  the  great* 
est  magnitude.  The  objection  made  by 
his  hon.  friend,  he  thought  related  not  to 
dissenters  in  name,  but  applied  to  such  as 
outwardly  professed  the  established  church, 
but  dissented  from  the  true  spirit  of  the 
39  Articles,  and  were  enemies  in  prin- 
ciple to  the  established  church.  The 
more  residents,  he  believed,  the  less 
wohld  be  the  number  of  sectaries  ;  but 
frt)m  the  peculiar  frame  of  this  bill,  he 
should  propose  that  the  house  should  go 
into  a  committee  on  it,  though  he  should 
vote  against  its  passing  into  a  law. 

Sir  Francis  Burdctt  thought  the  present 
an  instance  of  legislative  interference  an- 
called  for.  It  suggested  no  remedy  for 
the  evil  it  pointed  out.  No  one  parish 
had  preferred  a  complaint.  It  had  been 
urged,  that  it  was  necessary  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  residents,  yet  no  proof  had 
been  exhibited  of  this  necessity.  The 
ground  on  which  the  bill  stood  was  abso- 
lutely fanciful  and  whimsical ;  it  went  on 
a  supposition  of  a  necessity  which,  it  ap- 
peared, did  not  exist.  It  seemed  the  rigot 
tion.  mover  had  afhxed  the  idea  of  respect- 
ability among  the  clergy  to  the  sort  of 
clothes  they  should  wear,  or  the  hospita- 
lity of  their  household.  Poverty  had  hi- 
therto been  the  badge  and  honour  of  our 
religion  ;  but  opinions  had  changed,  and 
it  was  not  now  necessary  atone  that  the 
clergy  should  be  respectable,  but  they 
must  also  be  rich.  The  catholic  religion 
had  one  established  principle  in  it,  which 
had  done  much  for  its  security  and  pro- 
tection from  encroachment.  Thoush  the 
higher  orders  of  their  clergy  might  be 
poss^sed  of  wealth,  the  regular  and  oS^- 
ciating  cler^  had  all  the  influence  Aver 
the  lower  order  of  the  community,  which 
a  similarity  of  life  and  equality  of  income 
must  ever  give  them  under  any  system  of 
reliffious  government.  It  was  not  the 
wealthy  compeer  of  the  squire  who  wooM 
be  found  to  possess  the  most  influence. 
Increase  of  salary  would  fiiil  to  mak#  tbea 
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mor^  respectable.  He  had  yet  more  seri- 
ous constitutional  grounds  ot  objection ; — 
the  system  of  undue  influence  given  by 
this  bill  over  so  great  a  number  of  clerical 
freeholders  and  voters  at  elections.  If  it 
should  be  necessary  to  increase  their  sala- 
ries, an  act  should  follow  to  disable  them 
from  voting,  as  had  been  done  with  re- 
spect to  others,  in  less  danger  of  being  in- 
fluenced. The  true  cause  of  the  griev- 
ance now  existing  was,  the  neglect  of  the 
bishops  in  permitting  persons  to  take  holy 
orders  who  were  not  proper  for  the  situa- 
tion. These  were  then  left  without  either 
livings  or  income,  and  the  evils  now  com- 
plained of  were  the  consequence.  After 
such  an  abuse  of  their  power^  was  it  right 
to  give  them  more  ?  Had  they  known  the 
state  of  the  clerical  establishment,  and  the 
number  of  their  clergy,  they  could  not 
have  fallen  into  the  error,  and.  thus  have 
contributed  to  the  disgrace  of  the  clerical 
function.  Perhaps  it  would  be  said,  the 
proper  place  for  a  bishop  was  in  the  house 
of  lords,  or  at  court.  little  could  be  said 
of  such  objector^s  respect  or  zeal  for  the 
cause  of  religion.  The  bill  looked  one 
way  and  proceeded  another  ;  it  pointed 
out  an  evil  and  offered  no  remedy.  If  a 
change  should  ever  take  place,  it  should 
not  be  of  this  description.  It  went  to  over- 
turn the  whole  system  of  clerical  proper- 
ty, a  consideration  which  should  have  its 
due  weight  on  the  house  ;  especially  as  it 
might  happen  that  they  themselves  might 
shortly  become  the  sufferers  by  similar 
encroachments  on  the  property  of  lay 
impropriators.  It  was,  therefore,  the  duty 
of  the  gentlemen  of  England  lo  shew  their 
dbapprobation  of  such  a  dangerous  inno- 
vation on  this  defenceless  portion  of  the 
commueity. 

Mr.  Manners  Sutton  expressed  his  sur- 
'  prise  at  the  statement  of  the  hon.  baronet 
respecting  the  neglect  of  bishops  in  ad- 
mitting improper  persons  into  the  church. 
There  was  no  point  in  which  so  much  im- 
provement had  taken  place  respecting  the 
church,  even  within  the  last  20  years,  as 
in  the  arrangements  made  for  the  exami- 
nation of  persons,  candidates  for  holy  or- 
ders, in  Older  to  secure  the  admission  of 
none  but  proper  persons. 

Mr.  WiWetforce  said,  that  it  was  ad- 
miUed  that  the  object  of  the  bill  was  to 
provide  for  the  poorest  order  of  the  clergy. 
.This  he  thought  a  great  object,  and  it  was 
adequate  for  this  object.  In  the  great  con- 
test in  which  the  noble  lord  opposite  (lord 
Milton)  and  he  were  lately  engaged,  be 


had  seen  nothing  on  the  part  of  the  clergy 
but  consistency  and  independence.     The 
bishops,  he  was  satisfied,  would  be  better 
pleased  that  no  option  should  be  left  with 
them,  but  that  they  should  be  imperatively 
called  on,  in  every  case,  to  give  the  one- 
fiflh.    This,  however,  would  in  many  cases 
be  inconvenient,  if  not  unjust.     On  the 
whole,  he  thought  the  measure  as  it  stood, 
highly  conducive  to  the  advantage  of  the 
church  of  England.      Many  gentlemen 
were  zealous  in  their  efforts  to  place  the 
catholic  religion  on  a  respectable  footing. 
He  hoped  they  would  not  entirely  slight 
that  which  they    themselves  professed; 
but  would  evince  that  the  well-being  of 
the  church  of  England  was  not  indifferent 
to  them.     Long  experience,  and  a  careful 
attention  to  the  doctrines  which  it  incul- 
cated,   had    taught  him   to  regard  tha( 
church  with   the  highest  admiration,  as 
embracing  the  purest  system  of  religion, 
and  that  most  consistent  with  the  Christian 
faith.   The  present  measure  had  bis  entire 
support,  as  one  greatly  calculated  to  give 
strength  and  stability  to  the  church  of 
England. 

Mr.  Windham  regarded  the  bill  now  un- 
der consideration  in  a  very  different  li&ht 
from  the  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last.  He 
conceived  it  to  be  a  measure  calculated  to 
undermine  and  weaken,  rather  than  to 
strengthen  that  church  which  the  hon. 
gent,  professed  so  much  to  admire.  It 
seemed  to  him  to  be  a  bill  calculated  to 
sow  dissention  and  discontent,  rather  than 
seed  likely  to  produce  good  fruit.  It 
appeared  calculated  to  set  the  curate 
against  the  rector,  and  the  rector  against 
the  curate.  It  was  a  bill  to  endanger, 
not  to  benefit  the  church  of  England. 
He  was  far  from  denying  that  the  legis- 
lature might  not  interfere  to  regulate 
church  property  as  well  as  any  other. 
Nobody  could  deny  that  proposition ;  but 
still  it  remained  a  question,  was  such 
interference  necessary  ?  Nobody  could 
deny  that  the  king  held  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment for  the  benefit  of  his  subjects. 
But  still  the  talking  of  cashiering  kings 
was  a  doctrine  not  to  be  lightly  intro- 
duced, or  to  be  acted  on  but  in  cases  of 
the  most  crying  necessity.  In  the  same 
manner,  though  the  legislature  might  have 
a  controul  over  the  property  of  the^hurch, 
it  was  a  controul  to  be  seldom  exercised, 
nor  even  to  be  often  talked  of;  it  being  m 
fact  that  the  solidity  of  the  tenure,  b^ 
which  the  property  was  held,  jwras  dimi- 
nish^sd  even  by  the  frequency  of  tl^  dii^ 
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cussion  as  to  the  right  to  hold  it  inviolate. 
He  coiild  not,  therefore,  deny  the  argu- 
tnent  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  as  to 
the  letter,  but  he  protested  against  it  as  to 
the  spiiit.    If  the  church  itself  did  not  see 
this  bill  to  be  dangerous,  it  was  more  be- 
hind its  interests  than  usual.    If  it  did  not 
see  in  this  measure  a  speck  which  would 
in  time  burst  forth  into  a  cloud,  it  was 
inore  insensible  to  its  situation  than  he  had 
supposed.     The  church  of  England,  he 
was  satisfied,  had  more  to  fear  from  this 
measure  than  firom  the  pope  and   a  frill 
conclave  of  bishops,  even  in  the  zenith  of 
their  power,  and  before  his  holiness  was 
reduced  to  his  present  abject  state. .   He 
could  not  help,  however,  admiring  that 
far-sighted  talent  by  which  the  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Wilberforce)  was  enabled  to  smell 
out  the  dangers  of  popeiy  at  500  miles  dis- 
tance, while  he  continued  utterly  insen- 
sible to  all  the  dangers  of  fanaticism  as- 
sailing the  church  of  England,  even  under 
his  very  nose.    The  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  however,  appealed  to  the  charity  of 
the  house,  and  asked  if  the  curates,  who 
did  the  business,  ought  not  to  be  paid  ? 
To  this  he  had  no  objection,  but  yet  Jie 
contended  they  should  not  be  .paid  out  of 
other  persons'  pockets.    But,  said  the  hon. 
gent,  again,  this  is  only  on  account  of  the 
non-residence  of  the  proper  incumbent. 
This,  however,  was  taking  it  as  gi*anted, 
that  non-residents  were  delinquents,  a  doc- 
trine in  which  he  could  not  agree ;  as  it 
was  perfectly  possible  that  a  person  might 
be  non-resident  from  bad  health,  or  from 
many  other  justifiable  causes.    This,  too, 
•  was  to  play  fast  and  loose  with  the  ques- 
tion.    It  was  one  moment  to  represent  it 
as  a  mulct  on  the  non-resident;  the  next, 
as  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  curate.     In- 
stead  of  legislative  proceedings,  if  the 
right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
would  exert  himself  zealously,  earnestly, 
and  sincerely,  to  see  that  none  but  proper 
per^ns,  in  point  of  character  and  learning, 
were  admitted  into  the  church,  he  would 
do  more  to  eiiect  the  object  in  view  than 
a  thousand  bills  like  the  present  could  ever 
accomplish. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Tm/lor  contended  that  evil 
existed,  and  that  remedy  was  called  for. 
There  w^  not  a  sufficiency  of  resident 
clergy  to  do  the  duties  of  the  church. 
The  income  of  the  curates  did  not  keep 
pace  with  those  of  the  rector,  nor  with  the 
circumstances  of  the  times.  Hence,  one 
curate  was  often  obliged  to  serve  two  or 
three  parishes ;    and  thus  baptiitos  and 


burials  stood  over  till  certain  fixed  days. 
Church  property  was  given  on  the  condi- 
tion of  performing  the  duties  of  the  church, 
and  the  country  had  a  right  to  provide  for 
the  |>erformance  of  those  duties  out  of  that 
property. 

The  Ckmcellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  not 
see  that  the  present  bill  ought  to  be  ob- 
jected to  because  it  did  not  go  entirely  to 
remedy  the  evils  under  which  the  poorer 
clergy  laboured.     It  was  no  reason  that 
the  house  should  refuse  to  do  that  quantum 
of  good  which  was  in  its  power,  because 
a  still  further  degree  remained,  which  it 
could  not  reach.     Instead  of  endangering, 
he  conceived  that  by  the  present  measure 
he  was  strengthening  and    securing  the 
foundations  on  which  the  church  of  Eng- 
land rested.    The  right  hon.  gent,  allud^ 
to  a  charge  made  against  a  right  reverend 
prelate,  as  if  he  had  improperly  presented 
a  foreigner  to  a  vacancy  in  his  gift.     He 
vindicated  in  strong  terms  the  conduct  of 
that  right  rev.  prelate.    He  did  not  pre- 
tend to  know  to  what  case  the  allusion  had 
reference,  but  if  it  applied  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  learned  person  who  had  been 
professor  at  Smyrna,  he  could  say  that  it 
was  an  appointment  highly  meritorious; 
being  to  a  gentleman  of  whom,  except 
from  his  character  for  eastern  learning,  the 
right  rev.  prelate  had  no  knowledge ;  and 
was  to  be  considered  as  a  retaining  fee  to 
enable  the  person  in  question  to  prosecute 
the  enquiries  into  the  Scriptures,  which 
he   had   commenced.       The  right  hon. 
member  concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to 
withdraw  his  first  motion,  that  he  might 
move  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  com- 
mittee to  make  provision  for  extending 
the  bill  to  Ireland. 

Sir  J.  Newport  declared  himself  the  last 
man  in  the  house  to  oppose  a  well-regu- 
lated reform  with  respect  to  the  establish- 
ment of  curates.  As  far  as  the  bill  went 
to  propose  a  remedy  for  that  great  griev- 
ance, he  gave  it  his  support.  He  must, 
however,  say,  that  it  did  not  meet  the  ex- 
isting evil  in  Ireland,  nor  was  it  calculated 
generally  to  answer  the  ends  for  which  tt 
was  intended. — ^The  question  being  again 
put,  that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair. 

Lord  Porchester  conceived  that  there  wai 
no  call  for  the  bill.  This  was  a  case  of 
reform  ;  and  he  asked  if  there  ever  was  a 
question  of  Reform  agreed  to,  without  a  cam 
being  made  out  ?  Whenever  the  worthy  ba- 
ronet near  him  (sir  F.  fiurdett),callcd  on  the 
hoiise  to  reform  abuses  of  which  he  com* 
plained^  vrlratwas  the  tattgtQtge  of  the  rtrj 
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persons  who  now  pressed  the  present  mea- 
sure ?  That  he  must  make  out  his  case. 
This  he  now  called  on  those  gentlemen  to 
do,  which  not  having  done,  hfe  must  esteem 
the  present  to  be  a  measure  altogether  un- 
called for,  unnecessary,  and  improper. 

Mr.  Tyirwhit  Jones  strongly  supported 
the  measure,  ^and  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  noble  lord  would  not  continue  to  re- 
fuse his  assent  to  the  proposition  that  the 
bill  should  then  go  into  a  committee. 

Sir  C.  Price  expressed  some  doubt  that 
the  bill,  as  it  then  stood,  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  sow  schism  between  the  curates 
and  the  incumbents ;  but  at  the  same  time 
declared,  that  he  hoped  that  by  its  being 
passed  through  a  committee,  it  would  re- 
ceive such  modiiication  as  would  be  the 
means  of  attaining  the  general  object; 
namely,  that  of  betterhig  the  condition  of 
the  interior  cfergy  throughout  the  empire. 

A  division  then  took  place.  The  num- 
bers were,  for  going  into  a  committee  131 ; 
against  it  17.  Majority  114.  The  house 
then  went  into  a  committee,  in  which  lord 
Milton  objected  to  the  proposition  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  extend- 
ing the  operation  of  the  bill  to  Ireland. 
Lord  H.  Petty,  Mr.  Windham,  and  sir  J. 
Newport,  followed  on  the  same  side.  The 
Clmncellor  of  the  Exchequer  defended  his 
proposition,  and  was  supported  by  sir  A. 
Wellesley,  lord  Castlereagh,  Mr.f  luskisson, 
&c.  Upon^he  division  the  numbers  were. 
Ayes  55;  Noes  18.  Majority  37. — ^The 
committee  then  went  through  several 
clatises,  the  house  resumed,  the  chairman 
reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  agreed  to. 

HOUSE   OP   COMMONS. 

JTmndojf,  June  9. 
[Vaccine  Inoculation.]  Mr.  Rose, 
pursuant  to  notice,  rose  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  this  important 
subject.  The  object  he  had  in  view  was, 
as  the  established  Institution  might  not 
prove  adequate  to  its  purpose,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  falling  off  of  private  sub- 
scriptions, to  establish  a  public  and  Cen- 
tral Institution  in  London,  whence  the 
real  vaccine  matter  would  be  distributed 
to  all  parts  of  the  empire.  He  proposed 
that  the  president  and  four  censors 
of  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  a  cer- 
tain number  of  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
sliould  be  placed  at  the  head  of  this  Insti- 
tution, to  whom  all  doubtful  cases  shoiHd 
be  deferred*    The  right  bon,  g^ul.  after 


detailing  all  the  circumstances  of  the  re* 
cent  failures  at  Ringwood,  and  afiirming 
that,  though  it  could  not  be  said  that  vac- 
cination was  a  certain  security  in  all  cases 
against  the  small  pox,  yet  the  evidence  ia 
its  favour  sliewed,  as  appeared  by  the  re- 
porU  of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  that  the  failures  were  not  one  ia 
300,  concluded  by  moving  a  Resolution, 
"  That  this  house,  having  had  under  its 
consideration  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  of  London,  of  the  lOth  of 
April  1 807,  in  consequence  of  an  enquiry 
made  by  them  into  the  state  of  Vaccine 
Inoculation  in  the  united  kingdom,  by 
his  majesty's  command,  in  compliance 
with  an  address  from  this  house;  to 
which  Report  are  annexed  Answers  to  the 
said  Royal  College  from  the  King  and 
Queen's  College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland, 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in  Edin- 
burgh, the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  Condon,  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  Edinburgh,  and  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  in  Ireland,  on  the  same  subject ; 
this  house  is  of  opinion  that  great  public 
benefit  would  be  derived  from  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  Central  Institution  in  Lon- 
don, for  the  purpose  of  rendering  Vaccine 
Inoculation  generally  beneficial  to  bis 
majesty's  subjects,  to  be  superintended 
by  a  certain  number  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians,  and  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  and  by  such  persons  under 
their  direction  as  tliey  shall  think  fit." — 
The  right  hon.  gent,  had  only  to  add,  thai 
the  expence  would  not  be  more  than  from 
2500/.  to  3000/.  per  annum. 

Mr.  I)avie$  Giddy  did  not  mean  to  op- 
pose the  Resolution,  tliough  he  thought 
It  would  have  been  much  more  desirable 
to  have  left  this  matter  to  take  its  own 
course.  It  was  ^  wild  and  extravagant 
idea  to  suppose  that  the  small  pox  could 
be  exterminated  by  compulsion,  and  one 
that  ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  parli- 
ament for  a  moment.  The  people  would, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  under  such 
an  impression,  neglect  the  precaution  of 
inoculation  for  the  small  pox  or  vacchna- 
tion,  and  then  the  disease  would  break  out 
with  tenfold  severity. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  that  at  Calcutta  the 
small  pox  was  entirely  annihilated  by  the 
introduction  of  vaccination  and  a  pi^oper 
system  of  regulation ;  and  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  by  proper  superinteiidance  the 
same  result  might  be  attained  jn  this 
country.  He  thought  also  that  without 
having  Tecouise  to  compulsion,  the  chU- 
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dren  in  the  respective  poor-houses  ought 
to  be  vaccinated,  by  persons  properly  qua- 
lified. 

Sir  T.  Turton  thought  it  v«rould  have 
been  a  preferable  mode  of  proceeding  to 
move  for  a  committee  to  investigate  the 
subject.  There  were  already  three  Insti- 
tutions in  London  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  propagating  the  Cow  pox,  and  in 
his  opinion,  the  object  which  the  right 
hon.  gent,  had  in  view,  was  more  likely  to 
be  obtained  by  private  subscriptions,  and 
by  any  assistance  which  government  might 
think  proper  to  grant  in  aid  of  such  sub- 
scription, than  by  an  Institution  formed 
expressly  under  the  auspices  of  tho  legis- 
lature. 

Lord  H,  PeHy  contended,  that  as  the 
evidence  was  still  in  some  degree  incom- 
plete respecting  the  efficacy  of  Vaccination 
as  an  infallible  preventive  of  the  small 
pox,  it  was  highly  proper  that  the  investi- 
gation shotild  be  persevered  in  under  the 
eye  of  the  public  ;  and  as  this  was  one 
object  that  he  conceived  the  right  hon. 
gent  to  have  in  view  in  his  Institution,  he 
thought  this  object  more  likely  to  be  at- 
tained by  one  general  institution,  than  by 
a  number  of  small  institutions,  some  of 
which  were  not  perhaps  altogether  exempt 
from  the  imputation  of  bt^ing  guided  by 
mercenary  motives. 

Sir  F.  iurdett  reminded  the  house  of  the 
different  complexion  which  the  discovery 
had  now  assumed  from  that  under  which 
it  was  first  introduced  to  the  public.  It 
was  at  first  said  to  be  a  thin^  so  simple  in  it- 
self, that  any  old  woman  might  perform  the 
operation,  whereas  it  was  now  described 
as  one  so  extremely  difficult,  that  it  ought 
only  to  be  entrusted  to  men  of  great  pro- 
fessional skill  and  experience.  There 
was  some  danger,  there&re,  that  we  might 
be  fostering  a  very  fatal  mistake.  With 
this  impression,  he  confessed,  that  in  the 
present  circumstances,  he  felt  considerable 
difficulty  in  voting  for  any  measure,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  disseminate  it.  He 
thought,  at  all  events,  that  before  tying 
the  house  down  by  a  Resolution,  it  would 
be  better  to  appomt  a  Committee,  further 
to  inquire  into  the  efficacy  of  the  disco- 
yeiy. 

iSlr.  Wilbetforce  said  that  in  foreign  coun- 
tries there  was  a  firm  and  decided  opi- 
nion of  the  efficacy  of  Vaccination  as 
a  preventive  of  the  small-pox  ;  and  he 
did  not  think  that  the  instances  of  alleged 
failure  in  this  countiy  were  sufficient  to 
shake  our  confidence  in  it.     But  if  any 


doubt3  were  entertained,  he  did  not  see  that 
there  could  be  any  better  method  of  solving 
thom  than  by  forming  an  Institution  of  the 
nature  of  that  proposed  by  his  right  hon. 
friend,  to  whose  investigation  every  case  of 
ikilure  in  future  would  be  submitted. 

Mr.  Rose  explained.  His  object  was 
merely  to  bring  the  house  to  a  Resolution 
such  as  he  had  proposed,  and  to  communi- 
cate that  Resolution  to  his  majesty  by  ad- 
dress, in  order  to  his  giving  such  directions 
as  would  be  suitable  to  the  case. 

Mr.  Secretary  CarmiTig  declared,  that 
though' he  considered  the  discovery  to  be 
of  the  very  greatest  importance,  he  could 
not  figure  any  circumstances  whatever  that 
could  induce  him  to  follow  up  the  most 
favourable  report  of  its  infietllibility  which 
might  be  brought  forward,  with  any  mea- 
sure of  a  compulsory  nature. 

The  house  then  divided :  For  the  mo- 
tion 60 ;  Against  it  5.     Majority  5S. 

[Irish  Tythes.]  Mr.  Pamell  said,  that 
since  he  gave  notice  of  his  intention  of 
submitting  to  the  house  a  motion  respect- 
ing the  collection  of  Tythes  in  Ireland,  he 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  learning,  from 
the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, that  this  subject  had  been  for 
some  time  undcfr  the  consideration  of  his 
majesty's  ministers,  and  that  it  still  w^as 
so,  with  a  view  of  bringing  forward  some 
measure  for  remedying  tne  evils  com- 
plained of,  if  it  should  appear  to  them  that 
any  measure  could  be  devised  for^this  pur- 
pose. Under  these  circumstances,  he 
conceived  he  should  best  consuh  the  in- 
terests of  those  who  desired  an  alteration 
in  the  present  system  of  tythes,  if  he  post- 
poned his  motion  for  the  present.  He 
would,  therefore,  do  so  ;  wishing  it,  how- 
ever, to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  if 
his  majesty's  ministers  did  not  bring  for- 
ward some  measure  early  in  the  next  ses- 
sion he  would  then  submit  to  the  house 
the  same  motion  which  he  had  proposed  to 
submit  to  it  on  Monday  next 

Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald  disapproved  of  the 
hon.  gent.'s  withdrawing  his  motion ;  and 
gave  notice,  that,  on  Thursday,  he  should 
move  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Tythes  in 
the  county  of  Kerry. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


Friday,  Juae  10. 
[KiNc's  Message  besfbcting  Sicilt:} 
Mr.  Secretary  Canning  presented*  the  foi* 
lowing  Message  firom  his  majesty : 
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'^  G.  R.  His  majesty  thinks  it  proper 
to  inform  the  house  of  commons,  that  he 
has  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Alliance  and 
Subsidy  with  his  Sicilian  majesty.  His 
majesty  has  directed  a  Copy  of  this  Treaty 
to  be  laid  before  the  house  of  commons, 
and  trusts  that  his  faithftil  commons  will 
enable  his  majesty  to  make  good  the  en- 
gagements contained  therein. 

Mr.  Secretary  Caww'flg  then  moved,  that 
his  majesty's  most  gracious  Message  be 
referred  t5o  the  Committee  of  Supply.  He 
took  this  opportunity  of  stating,  that  though 
this  Treaty  was  now  for  the  first  time 
broucht  forward,  it  was  no  new  transac- 
tion, but  one  which  the  present  ministry 
had  found  to  have  been  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  their  predecessors,  and  that  in  the 
year  1805  it  had  been  intended  to  con-s 
elude  a  treaty  with  the  king  of  Sicily,  by 
which  a  subsidy  of  300,000/.  per  annum 
was  to  have  been  granted  to  that  monarch. 
The  events  which  occurred  towards  the 
end  of  that  year,  however,  were  sufficient 
to  account  mr  nothing  being  then  done  to 
bring  the  treaty  to  a  completion.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  fallowing  year,  things 
continoea  in  a  s'miilar  state.  In  the  au- 
tumn Mr.  Drummond  had  been  sent  for 
the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  business,  but 
on  the  return  of  the  treaty,  it  was  found 
to  contain  stipulations  to  which  his  ma- 
jesty had  been  advised  not  to  assent ;  and 
it  was  but  lately  that  the  business  had 
been  finally  arranged.  He  had  thought 
it  necessary  to  say  thus  much,  that  the 
house  might  see  that  this  was  not  a  new 
measure. 

[Treaty  with  Sicily.]     Mr.  Secretary 
Canning  then  presented  to  the  house  a 
copy  oTthe  saici  Treaty,  as  follows : 
'*  Treaty  of  Alliance   and   Subsidy, 
between  his  majesty  the  king  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  his  majesty  the  king  of 
the  Two  Sicilies— signed  at  Palermo 
on  the  30th  of  March,  1808. 
«  His  majesty  the  king  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  Two  Sici- 
lies, being  equally  animated  by  a  sincere 
desire  of  strengthening  more  and  more  the 
ties  of  friendship  and  good  understanding 
which  so  happily  subsist  between  them, 
have  judged  that  nothing  could  contribute 
more  efficaciously  to  that  salutary  end, 
than  the  conclusion  of  a  Treaty  of  Alliance 
«iul  Subsidy.     For  this  purpose  their  said 
majesties   have  named    their    respective 
plenipotentiaries  viz.  his  Britannic  ma- 


jesty, the  right  hon.  William  Drummond, 
one  of  his  majesty's  most  hon.  privy  cotm- 
cil,  and  his  envoy  extraordinaryand  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  his  said 
Sicilian  majesty ; — and  his  majesty  the 
king  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  the  right  illustri- 
ous and  right  excellent  Thomas  de  Somma, 
marquis  of  Circello,  his  gentleman  of  the 
chamber,  field-marshal  oF  his  armies, 
knight  of  his  royal  order  of  St.  Janqarius, 
his  counsellor  of  state,  secretary  of  state 
for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  and 
superintend  ant  general  of  the  ports ;  wha, 
afler  having  communicated  their  rctepec* 
tive  full  powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  fol- 
lowing articles : — Art.  1.  There  shall  be  a 
continuance  of  the  sincere  and  constant 
friendship  between  his  Britannic  majesty 
and  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  Twa  Sici- 
lies, their  heirs  and  successors,  which  has 
always  subsisted  up  to  the  present  time. 
2.  Tne  two  high  contracting  parties  shall 
afiPord  to  each  other,  during  the  present^ 
war  with  France,  every  succour  and  as- 
sistance, in  proportion  to  their  respec- 
tive forces,  and  shall  prevent  by  common 
consent,  every  thing  that  can  cause  them 
trouble  or  detriment  III.  His  majesty 
the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies  engages  to 
grant  to  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty, stationed  in  the  fortresses  of  Sicily, 
and  to  all  British  ships  of  war,  an  exemp- 
tion from  all  duties  belonging  to  him,  upon 
every  thing  of  which  the  British  squadrons 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  troops  of 
that  nation  may  stand  in  need,  and  which 
the  country  can  furnish,  in  provisioiiSj 
food,  and  in  military  and  naval  stores. 
IV.  His  Sicilian  majesty  being  desirous  of 
giving  an  additional  proof  of  the  scniU 
ments  by  which  he  h  animated,  also 
engages  to  exempt  firom  all  duties  belong^ 
ing  to  him  upon  such  provisions  as  may 
be  requisite  for  the  British  ships  of  war 
at  Malta,  as  well  as  all  military  stores 
which  are  to  be  found  in  the  coimtry,  on 
condition  however,  that  each  vessel  or 
vessels  of  war  be  furnished  with  a  reqi^- 
sition  from  the  governor  of  the  said  island, 
which  shall  specify  the  articles,  and  the 
quantity  required.  V.  His  Sicilian  ma- 
jesty further  engages  in  virtue  of  the  pre- 
sent treaty,  never  to  allow  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain  to  bring  into  any  of  his  ports 
during  the  present  war,  any  British  ships 
taken  by  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain. 
VI.  His  Sicilian  majesty  also  engages  to 
open  the  ports  of  the  Two  Sicilies  during 
the  present  war,  to  British  squadrons,  as 
well  as  to  all  meroht^Ql  Vii  other  thijM 
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belonging  to  British  subjects,  without  any 
restriction  whatever,  reterring  to  the  thircf 
article,  with  respect  to  exemption  from 
duties*  VII.  His  Britannic  majesty  en- 
gages in  return,  to  defend  during  the  pre- 
sent war  the  fortresses  of  Messina  and 
Augusta,  and  to  maintain  there  for  that 
purpose,  at  his  charge  and  expence,  a 
Dody  of  troops  which,  in  the  present  war 
shall  consist  of  ten  thousand  men,  and  to 
augment  their  number  li  the  case  shall 
require  it.  The  disposition  of  which 
troops  in  the  said  fortresses,  shall  be  in 
such  manner  and  proportion  as  the  com- 
manding officer  (to  whom  every  requisite 
facility  shall  be  given),  shall  judge  expe- 
dient: and  his  Britannic  majesty  stipu- 
lates, that  the  said  general  officers  shall 
have  the  power  of  exercising  martial  law 
in  the  above-mentioned  garrisons,  with 
respect  to  their  British  troops,  in  the  same 
manner,  and  according  to  the  same  rules, 
as  are  observed  in  other  English  garrisons. 
— ^-Quarters  for  the  said  troops  shall  be 
provided  in  the  abovementioned  fortresses 
by  his  Sicilian  majesty.  VIIL  His  Bri- 
tannic majesty  farther  engages  to  pay  to 
his  Sicilian  majesty,  during  the  contmu- 
ance  of  the  present  war,  an  annual  subsidy 
of  300,000/.  sterl.  (to  commence  from  the 
10th  of  September  1805,  when  the  British 
and  Russian  troops  landed  in  the  Nea- 
politan territory),  payable  at  the  rate  of 
25,000/.  sterling  per  month  ;  which  pay- 
ment shall  always  be  made  one  month  in 
advance,  computing  from  the  date  of  the 
signature  of  the  present  treaty.  His  Sici- 
lian majesty  purposing  to  employ  the  said 
subsidies  for  the  use  of  his  manne,  and  of 
his  land  forces,  shall  regulate  the  distri- 
bution of  them  in  such  proportion  as  these 
two  services  may  require,  for  the  defence 
of  his  states,  and  for  operations  against 
the  common  enemy,  and  an  account  shall 
be  given  every  three  months  to  the  British 
government,  of  the  manner  in  which  his 
Sicilian  majesty  shall  have  employed  the 
subsidies  paid  to  him  by  Great  Britain. 
IX.  The  two  hiffh  contracting  parties  de- 
siring to  strengthen  more  and  more  the 
ties  which  unite  the  two  nations,  and  to 
extend  their  mutual  relations,  will  employ 
themselves,  soon  as  possible,  in  concluding 
a  treaty  of  commerce,  the  articles  of  which 
shall  be  equally  advantageous  to  the  sub- 
jects of  both  states.  X.  His  Sicilian  ma- 
jesty engages  not  to  conclude  with  France 
a  peace  separate  from  England  ;  and  his 
Britannic  majesty  on  bis  part  also  engages 
not  to  make  a  peace  witLPnmce  without 


comprehending  and  saving  in  it  the  inter- 
ests of  his  Sioilian  majesty.  XI.  The 
present  treaty  of  alliance  and  subsidy, 
shall  be  ratihed  by  the  two  high  con* 
tracting  parties,  and  the  ratification  shall 
be  exchanged  in  due  form  in  London, 
within  the  space  of  four  months  from 
the  date  of  its  signature,  or  sooner  if 
possible. — In  witness  whereof.  We,  the 
undersigned,  furnished  with  full  powers 
from  our  respective  sovereigns,  have  signed 
the  present  treaty,  and  have  thereunto  af- 
fixea  the  seal  of  our  arms.— Done  at  Pa^ 
lermo,  this  30ih  day  of  March,  1808. 
(L.  S.)  W.  Drummosid. 
( L.  S. )     Thomas  De  Somm a."  ^ 

[Spain.]  Mr.  Slieridan  gave  notice,  that 
he  would  on  Monday  next  put  certain 
questions  to  hi^  majesty's  ministers  relative 
to  the  nature  of  the  advices  lately  received 
from  Spain,  tending  to  ascertain  the  state 
of  that  country,  the  conduct  that  this 
country  ought  to  pursue  with  respect  to  it, 
and  the  conduct  his  majesty's  government . 
meant  to  pursue.  He  did  not  mean  to 
press  for  any  improper  disclosure,  either 
with  regard  to  Spain,  or  the  measures  to  be 
adopted  here,  but  merely  to  come  to  an 
understanding  upon  general  facts  and  prin- 
ciples. 

[Publicans  Licenses.]  Mr.  SheMtm 
rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  for  licensing  alehouse-keep- 
ers, inn-keepers,  &c.  Alluding  to  the  meet- 
ings held  for  some  time  past»  at  the  St. 
Alban's  tavern,  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing any  rise  in  the  rate  of  Posting,  he  took 
occasion  to  express  his  reprobation  of  all 
such  combinations  among  lords  and  com- 
moners, as,  if  attempted  among  the  poor  and 
labouring  classes  of  the  community,  woul4 
be  deemed  illegal,  and  punished  as  such. 
Seeing  ;ui  hon.  member  and  magistrate  for 
the  county  of  Sussex,  however,  in  the  house* 
he  could  not  refrain  from  candidly  stating 
to  him  a  circumstance  relating  to  that  hon* 
member  which  had  reached  nim,  and  by 
the  hon.  member's  explanation  of  that 
circumstance  he  should  be  enabled  to 
judge,  whether  he  must  not  extend  his  bill 
further  than  he  originally  intended.  The 
circumstance  to  which  he  alluded  was  this; 
that  at  one  of  these  meetings  at  the  St. 
Alban's  Tavern,  it  having  been  doubted, 
whether  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  ap- 
ply for  the  interference  of  parliament,  or 
to  proceed  in  their  own  parliament,  that 
hon.  gent,  had  said,  that  they  were  both 
idle  measures,  and  that  the  one  he  recom- 
mended to  the  magistrates  of  Sussex  W99 
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the  efiectua^l'iQQ^e,.  namely,  to  stop  the  li- 
cence of  e)jery  person  who  presume^  to 
raise  the  rate  of  posting.  He  gave  the 
hon.  mep)ber  an  opportunity  of  saying, 
whether  the  fact  was  or  was  not  so ;  and 
copcluded  by  moving  far  leave  to  bring  in 
the  bill. 

Mr.  FitUer  said^  that  instead  of  being 
either  lord  or  commoner^  as  the  hon.  gent, 
would  hav^  it  be  sqpposed  all  the  associa- 
tors  at  the  St.  Alb^'ft  tavern  were,  his 
jnfori^}ant  raqst  have  been  a  post^master. 
He  nev^r  did  say  what  the  hon.  gent,  had 
stated.  I)e  had  said>  th?it  the  b^st  mode 
of  effecting  their  purpose  was  by  en- 
couraging ^  competition :  and  where  there 
was  only  a  single  hoMse,  to  encourage  a 
rival.  He  ha4  said,  that  the  power  of 
checking  the  evil  in  this  respect,  where 
charges  >vere  epoimous,  was  in  the  breast 
of  the  pi^gistrates  themselves ;  and  that 
they  were  too  frequently  enormous,  he 
instanced  the  charge  of  1^0/.  made  by  an 
inn-keeper  on  the  Frehch  ambassador  for 
a  brealpi^t.  -fie  had  :^s  much  regard  for 
the  liberty  pf  thp  subject  as  any  man^  and 
50  had  hi^  father  before  him. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exdie^uer  objected 
to  a  measure  of  thi^  kind,  which  had  been 
foriueriy  withdrawn,  on  account  of  the 
late  period  of  the  session,  being  ag^in 
brought  forward,  without  any  ground  as- 
sign^, and  a)so  at  an  advanced  period  of 
the  session.  He  should  therefore  negative 
tb)e  motion. 

Mr.  H.  Browne,  Mr.  Giddy,  Mr.  IVI.  A. 
Taylor,  ^d  Mr.  Bose,  all  spoke  against 
the  me^tsure,  which  was  negatived  without 
a  division. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  This  bill  was 
read  a  third  ti^e.    Af^r  which. 

Lord  Castkreagh  introduced  a  number  of 
new  clauses  by  way  of  riders.  Four  of 
these,  supplying  omissions  of  the  bill, 
were  read  and  agreed  to.  On  the  fifth 
being  brought  up,  which  went  to  conter  on 
m^strates  the^power  of  allotting  at  their 
discretion,  to  persons«giving  information  of 
ofi^ces  against  the  ^aid  act,  a  part  not 
exceeding  one  third  of  the  penalty,  on 
conviction, 

Mr.  Barham  objected  to  this  mode  of 
introducing  new  provisions  into  a  bill,  with- 
out aBbrding.any  opportunity  of  duly  con- 
sidering them. 

Mr.  WindJum  concurred  in  the  opinion 
of  the  hon.  gent,  declaring  that  he  thought 
five  fidei^  npoi^  one  horse  were  too  many, 
however  long  his  back  might  be. 

I^d  Cofilcreagh  st^ted>  that    all   the 
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clauses  which  he  had  hitherto  proposec)^ 
contai|ied  nothing  more  than  what  was 
necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  pro- 
yisip^is  of  the  bill. ' 

Sir  J.  Nev^ort  thought  this  clause  of 
mi^ch  importance,  and  that  it  was  of  still 
greater  importance,  not  to  allow  this  new 
practice  of  adding  so  much  additional 
q^atter,  without  a  possibility  of  ascertain- 
ing its  pi^ecise  tendency. 

Xhe  house  then  divided.  For  the  clause^ 
61;  Against  it,  15. — Majority,  46. 

Lord  Caitlcr^agh  then  proposed  ^  clause, 
enabling  the  magistrates  to  call  out  th^ 
Local  Aiilitia  ii>  cases  of  riot ;  ^d  provid- 
ing that  whatever  number  of  days  they 
should  b^  out  in  this  manner,  should  be 
deducted  from  the  subsequent  number  of 
days  of  driU. 

Sir  F.  BurdcU  opposed  it  as  shifUng  th^ 
power  lodged  by  the  constitution  in  the 
sheriff  to  the  magistrates. 

Mr.  Windham  thought  the  clause  would 
be  vesting  enormous  powers  in  the  ma- 
gistrates ;  and  that  it  would  be  useless  in 
its  operations,  as  it  would  be  easier  to  call 
in  the  regular  troops,  than  to  assemble  thi^ 
force  when  dispersed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exdiequer  defendetjl 
the  clause.  If  any  tlisturbance  existed  in 
the  country,  to  whom  could  the  house  in- 
trust the  power  given  by  this  clause,  mor^ 
safely  than  to  the  magistrates. 

Mr.  Whithread  characterised  the  clause 
as  a  great  innovation  on  the  constitution. 

Mr.  D.  Giddi/  denied  that  it  was  any 
innovation  on  the  constitution. 

Sir  S,  Romilly  contended,  that  as  it  waf 
a  perfect  novelty,  and  involved  in  it  most 
important  principles,  it  ought  not  to  b^ 
introduced  by  way  of  rider  to  a  bill,  bu^ 
ought  to  be  brought  forward  in  a  separate 
form*  and  deliberately  discussed. 

A  division  ensued  ;  for  the  clause  97  ; 
against  it  30 ;  Majority,  67. 

Mr.  Whitbrcad  was  desirous  of  propos- 
ing a  modification  by  which  this  obhoxiojuf 
clause  might  l^e  amended,  if  this  were  the 
proper  time  to  do  so. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  hon.  gent, 
that  this  was  not  the  proper  time. 

Ml*.  SJieridan  could  not  conceive  that 
any  amendment  could  render  this  clause 
tolerable.  It  was  one  of  the  most  direct 
infringements  op  the  constitution  that  he 
had  ever  known.  Its  dangerous  ten- 
dency could  be  eq.ualled  only  by  its  ab- 
surdity. If  it  were  thought  advisable 
to  .give  to  the  magistracy  this  power 
over  the  Local    Militia,  wh;^  not  give 
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them  the  same  power  over  the  volun- 
teers, over  the  old  Militia,  or  over  the 
regular  army  ?  Nothing  could  be  more 
ridiculous  than  the  present  proposition. 
How  would  it  be  possible  to  collect  the 
Local  Militia  for  the  purpose  of  suppress- 
ing a  rio4r«md  if  collected  how  were  they 
suddenly  to  procure  their  arms  ?  He  pre- 
sumed, that  if  a  riot  took  place  on  Satur- 
day, the  notices  for  the  Local  Militia  to 
a«>emble  were  to  be  affixed  to  the  church 
doors  on  Sunday,  and  that  early  on  Mon- 
day morning  they  were  to  be^in  to  set  to 
work  to  restore  tranquillity.  He  gave  the 
clause  his  most  decided  opposition. 

Lord  Casilcreagh  stated,  that  this  clause 
was  literally  copied  from  the  Volunteer 
act«,  and  as  a  considerable  number  of  the 
volunteer  corps  were  likely  to  become  a 
Local  Militia,  it  was  desirable  to  have  the 
same  provision  applicable  to  them  in  case 
of  their  being  called  out  on  this  service. 

Mr.  U'tndham  argued  against  the  clause, 
because  the  regular  troops,  in  case  of 
being  called  out  to  suppress  a  riot,  acted 
with  a  degree  of  caution  which  would  not 
be  exercised  by  an  undisciplined  force. — 
On  the  question  that  the  clause  be  read  d 
third  time, 

Mr.  Whithread  proposed  as  an  amend- 
ment, '  that  the  magistrates,  or  deputy 
lieutenants,  calling  out  the  Local  Militia 
i  n  cases  of  riot,  should  not  be  officers  of 
such  Militia  ;'  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Sheridan  proposed  that  some  per- 
sonal notice  should  be  served  upon  the 
members  in  the  Local  Militia  when  called 
out  on  such  occasions,  before  any  penalty 
could  attach  ;  but  that  suggestion  wai? 
over-ruled ;  after  which  the  clause  was 
added  to  the  bill  by  way  of  rider. 

(Several  amendments  were  then  propos- 
ed and  made  to  the  body  of  the  bill.  On 
the  clause  directing  that  the  surplus  of  the 
amount  of  fines  and  penalties,  over  the 
amount  of  fines  paid  into  the  Bank,  should 
be  defrayed  out  of  the  county  rate, 

Mr.  C.  Jl^nwcobjected  to  that  provision, 
as  likely  to  produce  an  injurious  and  \m- 
equal  effect,  and  moved  an  amendment  to 
leave  out  the  words,  "  that  a  separate 
account  be  kept  of  tines  and  penalties.'' 
Some  short  conversation  took  place  upon 
this  amendment,  but  it  was  negatived 
without  a  division. — On  the  motion  that 
the  bill  do  pass, 

Mr.  Windham  congratulated  the  house 
npon  the  lessons  which  it  had  received  in 
the  course  of  the  evening,  in  the  science 
of  legislation,  by  the  difierent  processes  of 


erasure,  engrossing,  &c.  which  used  to  be 
transacted  out  of  doors.  These  processes, 
however,  had  occupied  so  much  of  the 
time  of  the  house  (no  less  than  five  hours) 
that  he  should  now  compress  what  he  had 
to  state  into  a  small  compass.  He  ob- 
served in  setting  out,  that  the  military 
establishment  of  this  and  every  other 
country  was  composed  of  two  divisions, 
the  army  and  what  was  not  army.  Of 
the  former  division  he  did  not  now  intend 
to  speak  ;  respecting  the  latter,  it  was 
constituted  upon  two  principles,  cither  of 
being  incorporated  or  not  incorporated  ; 
and  this  distinction  formed  the  great 
ground  of  difference  between  himself  and 
the  noble  lord.  The  noble  lord  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  whole  subsidiary  force  of 
the  country  should  be  regimented  ;  he 
thought,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  enrol- 
ment, and  a  certain  degree  of  traufiing, 
was  all  that  was  necessary ;  and  that  the 
incorporation  proposed  to  be  carried  into 
effecf  by  the  bill  was  a  great  burthen,  and 
would  be  attended  with  very  little  benefit 
No  man  would  seriously  contend,  that 
these  regiments  of  local  militia  would  be 
fit  to  be  placed  in  the  line  of  the  army  in 
case  of  invasion ;  and  if  they  could  not  be 
so  employed,  incorporating  them  in  regi- 
ments was  locking  up  a  part  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  country,  starving  the  army, 
and  absolutely  purchasing  weakness  at  an 
enormous  ex  pence.  With  respect  to  the 
advantage  of  discipline,  it  would  not  be 
great  in  either  case  ;  indeed,  it  might  be  . 
so  little,  that  the  value  of  the  difference 
must  be  considered  evanescent.  But  the 
species  of  force  it  gave  the  country  for 
the  expence  was  the  consideration  ;  and 
for  what  object  was  this  expence  to  be  in- 
curred ?  Why,  for  nothing  else  but  to  have 
an  incorporated  force,  officered  by  the 
topping  men  of  the  district,  such  as  Mr. 
Such-a-one,  the  general  dealer,  and  Mr. 
What-d'ye-call  him,  the  attorney.  It  vi-as 
ridiculous  to  pl^ce  any  dependence  on  a 
species  of  national  defence  so  arranged. 
Would  any  man,  who  knew  what  had 
taken  place  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
be  so  credulous  as  to  believe  such  men 
able  to  cope  with  the  disciplined  armies  of 
France,  which,  if  they  should  come  at  all, 
must  come  flushed  with  conquest  ?  He,  at 
least,  who  was  a  volunteer  officer,  and  an 
unmilitary  man,  must  be  allowed  to  appre- 
hend great  danger  in  depending  upon  such 
a  description  ot  force,  and  of  locking  op 
in  it  such  a  portion  of  our  population, 
within  the  ages  of  18  and  30,  ana  this  at 
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an  enoripous  expence,  an  expence  almost 
exceeding  the  belief  of  most  men,  and 
which  went  not  to  purchase  strength,  but 
actual  weakness.  Did  the  noble  lord 
think,  that  by  such  a  force  he  would 
frightes  Buonaparte,  and  strike  terror  into 
the  invading  armies?  What  was  it  then 
that  the  army  clothier  could  produce  ?  If 
their  being  stuck  into  regimentals  would 
produce  this  surprising  etiect  on  the 
enemy,  it  was  a  wonder  that  the  noble 
lord  did  not  follow  up  the  measure,  and 
render  them  more  formidable  by  encou- 
raging the  growth  of  whiskers.  If  the 
house  should  feel  willing  to  accede  to  the 
principle  of  this  measure,  and  to  rest  its 
hopes  upon  a  tumultuary  force,  or  upon 
the  refuse  of  an  army,  let  it  at  least. profit 
by  the  experience  which  the  fate  of  other 
countries  must  have  ailbrded.  If  the 
country  was  to  employ  and  pay  for  dirt, 
for  God's  sake  let  it  be  English  dirt.  I^t  it 
employ  its  stout  athletic  colliers  and  coal- 
heavers.  Let  it  pay  its  aspiring  chimney- 
sweepers for  their  exertions.  They  could 
m  their  own  way  annoy  the  enemy  ;  and 
when  pursued,  could  climb  the  trees  with 
the  facility  of  squirrels.  But  the  noble 
lord  was  friendly  to  the  bustle  of  the 
thing.  He  liked  to  see  men  marching  out 
of  this  village  in  order  to  be  drilled  in  the 
contiguous  one.  He  conceived  the  public 
would  be  struck  with  its  efficacy  and  exe- 
cution, for  the  noble  lord  might  be  assured 
that  it  would  take  great  effect.  The 
number  of  the  undone  vv-ould  be  consider- 
able, and  at  least  amongst  the  poor  persons 
ruined  by  its  operation,  he  would  be  ena- 
bled to  furnish  a  large  Gazette  of  killed  j 
and  wounded.  He  concluded  by  observing,  { 
that  the  arguments  of  the  noble  lord 
accorded  with  the  arguments  of  the  vulgar, 
that  what  was  most  expensive  was  best : 
it  reminded  him  of  the  story  of  the  coun- 
tryman who  came  to  town  to  have  his 
tooth  drawn,  who,  astonished  at  the  little 
pain  with  which  the  operation  was  per- 
formed, refused  paying  the  operator  half- 
a-guinea,  saying,  that  in  the  counuy  he 
could  have  the  job  done  for  half-a-crovvu, 
and  be  dragged  round  the  room  into  the 
bargain. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  expressed  bis  disappro- 
bation of  the  measure,  both  as  oppressive 
and  unconstitutional.  The  bill  united  in 
itself  all  opposite  defects.  It  was  at  once 
oppressive  and  inejBfectual  ;  harras^ing  to 
the  subject;  and  at  the  same  time  com- 
pletely impotent  as  a  measure  of  national 
deftnie,     tt  ought  rather  to  be  called  a 


bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  than  a  bill  for 
the  defence  of  the  country,  as  it  contained 
no  less  than  eleven  penalties,  without 
counting  those  w  hich  might  have  been  an- 
nexed to  the  clause  brought  up  by  the 
noble  lord  this  evening.  He  did  not  think 
that  we  ought  to  trust  for  our  defence  to 
a  standing  army  alone,  after  having  seen 
it  fail  in  so  many  instances  in  other  coun- 
tdes.  But  we  ought  to  look  at  the  internal 
condition  of  the  people,  upon  which  the 
existing  taxes  already  bore  too  heavily, 
and  which  would  certainly  be  rendered 
much  worse  in  consequence  of  the  oppres- 
sive enactments  of  the  present  bill.-  He 
professed  himself  to  be  a  great  ei>emy  to 
the  practice  of  flogging,  as  detrimental 
even  to  the  service  itself  ;  and  in  this  opi- 
nion he  was  supported  by  the  rule  of  the 
French  armies,  where  this  practice  was 
wholly  exploded.  The  noble  lord, seemed 
to  act  on  the  principle  of 'evil,  be  thou  my 
good  ;'  he  had  altered  the  system  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  on  this  side  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham), which  must  in  its  natural  tendency 
have  considerably  added  to  the  eligibility 
of  the  situation  of  a  soldier's  life ;  and  he 
now  proposed  to  pervert  the  character  and 
habits  of  the  Bi'itish  people  at  large.  If 
such  a  system  was  to  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution, if  the  poisoned  cup  was  to  be 
coolly  administered  to  the  lips  of  Engli.sh- 
men,  it  was  fit  that  it  should  be  furnished 
by  the  self-same  person  tliat  had  viewed 
with  coldness  the  scenes  which  had  been 
witnessed  in  Ireland.  A  delicate  word 
might  sometimes  be  used  to  express  a 
cruel  or  a  barbarous  action,  and  in  this 
light,  the  delicate  term  '  discipline*  might 
be  used  ta  convey  an  idea  of  lacerating 
men's  backs  ;  of  tearing,  by  means  of  the 
scourge,  the  live  flesh  oft'  men's  bones. 
This  was  by  some  called  flogging;  but,  if ' 
the  noble  lord  through  delicacy  called 
this  '  discipline,'  the  hon.  bait,  said  he 
had  only  to  wish  that  he  might  keep  his 
delicate  hands  oft*  the  backs  of  English-' 
men. 

The  Sea-etary  at  War  defended  the  sys- 
tem pursued  in  the  British  army,  against 
the  insinuations  of  the  hon.  baronet ;  and 
asked  how  an  army  could  be  kept  together 
or  be  harmless  without  enforcing  disci- 
.  pline  ?  Was  not  the  necessity  of  discipline 
manifested  by  the  experience  of  all  nations 
and  of  all  times  ? 

The  Hon.  F,  Robinson  contended,  that 
the  discipline  in  the  British  army  was 
milder  than  in  the  army  of  any  other 
Qountry,    The  discipline  in  Russia  and 
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Prussia  tvas  severe  to  a  proverb  ;  and  it 
was  well  known  that  the  stick  was  fie- 
quently  employed  in  the  French  army 
[A  loud  cry  of  Nb,  no.]  Tlie  hon.  gent, 
could  only  assure  the  house  that  he  had 
heard  so  from  persons  who  were  witnesses 
of  the  fact. 

Mr.  C  W,  Wi/nne  supported  the  mea- 
sure, as  believing  that  it  must  be  produc- 
tive 6i  a  much  better  system  than  the  pre- 
sent volunteer  establishment. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  denied,  from  the  best  au- 
thority, that  the  stick  was  made  nse  of  in 
the  French  army,  as  a  mode  of  punishment. 
At  the  same  time,  though  he  knew  it  was 
by  no  means  general,  he  could  maintain 
that  such  a  mode  of  enforcing  discipline, 
^as  practised  here  [a  cry  of  No !]  Gen- 
tlemen might  cry  No,  but  he  had  been  an 
eye-uatness  of  the  fact.  He  mentioned  it 
with  a  hope  that  its  being  publicly  noticed 
might  lead  to  the  correction  ot  so  gross 
an  error,  such  a  breach  of  the  military 
constitution. 

General  M.  Mathaw  said  that  he  would 
bring  the  oliiCer  to  a  court  martial  who 
would  presume  to  use  any  man  under  his 
command  •  in  the  manner  that  had  been 
alluded  to.- 

Mr.  M.A.  Taylor  was  of  opinion,  that  it 
tv-ould  be  improper  to  have  the  Local  Mi- 
litia on  a  different  footing  in  point  of  disci- 
pline from  the  regular  militia. 

Admiral  Harvey  observed,  that  both 
soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  French  service 
were  flogged  with  a  cat-of-nine-tails. 

Sir  Jos,  Hall  in  rising  to  support  the  bill, 
begged  to  have  it  understood  that  he  was 
not  inclined  to  do  so  from  any  love  which 
he  bore  to  the  measure  itself,  nor  from  any 
expectation  that  the  great  inconveniences 
to  which  it  would  expose  the  country, 
would  be  compensated  by  any  adequate 
addition  to  our  internal  strength  ;  but  as 
leading  to  the  measure  proposed  by  his 
noble  relation  the  earl  of  Selkirk,  to  which 
it  bore  a  considerable  resemblance  in  point 
of  form,  t^^ough  very  diflerent  in  spirit  and 
tendency.  The  difference  between  the 
two  systems  depended  principally  upon 
6ne  practical  circumstance,  by  the  altera- 
tion of  which  one  of  these  systeips  might 
be  converted  into  the  other ;  namely,  the 
circumstance  of  raising  the  men  required 
by  a  ballot  upon  all  persons  from  18  to  35, 
as  proposed  by  the  noble  lord  ;  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  by  calling  out  all  the  young 
men  who  in  each  successive  year  attained 
the  age  of  18,  as  proposed  by  his  noble 
irienti.     He  had  Concurred  with  some  of 


his  friends  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  that 
alteration  in  the  committee,  but  withtmt 
success.  In  the  course  of  that  discusaion, 
however,  the  noble  lord  by  whom  this 
measure  has  been  brought  forward,  ad- 
mitted with  great  candour,  that  th^e  cha- 
racteristic feature  of  lord  Selkirk's  plan,  by 
which  the  youngest  persons  of  the  commu- 
nity were  exclusively  called  eot  in  the 
first  instance,  was  superior  to  his  own,  in 
the  abstract ;  but  he  was  induced  to  ten- 
don that  advantage,  and  to  adhere  to  the 
plan  proposed,  as  best  calculatied  to  main- 
tain the  establishment  produced  by  the 
volunteer  system,  to  repair  the  bi%«che» 
made  in  that  force  by  the  decay  of  the 
spirit  which  fiist  raised  it,  and  to  fill  up 
the  blanks  occasioned  by  its  original feilute 
in  particular  occasions.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber expressed  his  conviction  that  the  vo- 
lunteer system  was  admirably  calculated 
to  do  away  all  internal  discontent  and  com- 
motion, and  that  in  this  way  it  had  sav«d 
the  counttry  from  the  utmost  danger  ;  but 
that  the  slight  degtee  of  military  disci-? 
pline  required  for  this  purpose  was  totally 
tmequal  to  what  our  present  situation  re- 
quired, threatened  as  we  were  by  the  mo* 
tremendous  knilitary  foi"ce.  The  attach- 
ment of  the  noble  lord  to  the  volunteer  sys- 
tem, ndw  decayed  and  superannuated, 
might  be  harmless  in  common  times,  but 
it  was  ruinous  at  present,  by  consuta- 
ing  the  precious  time  which  circumstances 
allowed  for  preparation.  The  danger  to 
which  we  were  exposed,  arose  not  only 
from  the  force  opposed  to  us,  but  Still  more 
from  our  situation  at  home ;  from  Ae 
strange  apathy,  the  idle  confidence,  which 
pervaded  this  country;  an  apathy,  an 
idle  confidence,  no  where  so  conspicuous, 
or  so  astonishing  as  witfcin  these  wallis. 
A  situation  never  occurred  in  history  more 
noble,  more  conspicuous,  than  that  in 
which  the  house  stood.  The  bulwarks  of 
humanity  were  battered  down;  they  stood 
alone  in  the  breach,  an  awfiil  responsibility 
lay  upon  therti  ;  but  they  had  a  gallant 
nation  at  their  back  ready  to  follow  evary 
spirited  lead,  with  the  more  alacrity  as  it 
was  spirited,  but  if  they  were  carele«  and 
sluggish  with  regard  to  such  an  essential 
object,  what  could  be  expected  fh)m  the 
people  ?  This  carelessness  seemed  to  arise, 
not  from  want  of  spirit  or  actiYity,  but 
from  the  contemplation  of  *  calamity 
against  which  we  saw  no  remedy,  and  from 
which  we  shrunk  as  firom  the  contempla* 
tion  of  death.  The  plan  before  us  ofimd 
no  refuge  from  this  desperate  view ;  tat 
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that  such  a  re(\ige  was  tumished  by  the 
plan  of  his  noble  friend,  which,  by  raising 
this  country  to  the  dignity  of  an  armed  na- 
tion, afforded  the  means,  not  only  of  extri- 
cating us  from  our  present  difficulties,  but 
also  of  transmitting  the  constitution  unim- 
paired to  our  posterity.  As  no  better 
could  be  dene,  he  was  induced  now  to 
support  the  plan  proposed  by  the  noble 
lord,  which  by  its  practical  application, 
and  chiefly  by  its  defects,  might  be  the 
m^ans  of  bringing  the  plan  of  his  noble 
relation  into  notice. 

General  Stetvart  supported  the  measure, 
and  maintained  that  any  private  ^Mier 
could  obtain  redress  by  an  application 
to  his  royal  highness  the  commander  in 
chief. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  did  not  mean  to  impute 
any  thing  in  the  leairt  improper  to  his 
royal  highness,  neither  did  h!e  mean  to  say 
that  the  practice  was  general. 

The  house  then  divided.  For  the  bill, 
104. ;  Against  it,  26.  Majority,  78.  The 
bill  was  then  passed,  and  ordered  to  l^e 
lords.' 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Monday,  June  13. 

[Ma.  Palmer's  Claim.]  Lord  Hakvkes- 
bwy  observed,  that  seeing  by  the  votes  of 
the  house  of  commons,  thaft  a  measure 
was  in  progress  there,  relative  to  the  Claims 
of  Mr.  Palmer,  he  thought  it  right  to  pro- 
pose to  institute  an  inquiry  in  their  lord- 
ships' house  in  the  mean  time  respecting 
those  Claims.  He  therefore  moved  lo 
appoint  a  committee  to  inquire  iifto  the 
njiture  of  the  Agreement  entered  into  by 
government  with  Mr.  Palmer  respecting 
the  improvement  of  the  Post-Office,  and 
the  causes  of  the  suspension  of  Mr.  Palmer 
from  the  comptrolkrship  of  the  Post- 
Office. — A  commYttee  was  €i;ppointed  ac- 
cordingly. 

(Treaty  with  t*he  King  of  SjcilV.] 
Lord  Maxvkesbujy  moved  the  order  of  the 
day,  for  taking  into  consideration  his  ma- 
jesty's Message,  respecting  the  Treaty 
concluded  with  his  Sicilian  majesty.  The 
object  of  the  motion  with  which  he  should 
conclude,  would  be  to  induce  the  house 
to  concur  in  making  good  the  stipulations 
by  which  his  majesty  was  bound  in  that 
treaty ;  and  to  bring  their  lordships  to  ac- 
t{uiesce  in  that  motion,  only  a  very  few 
observations,  he  thought,  would  be  neces- 
sary. The  present  Treaty  was  in  substance 
the  same  as  that  concluded  and  approved 


of  by  former  administrations ;  but  as  what 
was  proper  and  expedient  two  years 
since,  might  not  be  proper  and  expedient 
at  the  present  moment,  he  should  not 
rest  his  motion  merely  on  that  ground,  but 
observe  further,  that  as  tiie  circumstances 
between  the  two  countries  remained  near- 
ly the  same  as  at  that  [>eriod,  the  expe- 
diency of  pursuing  the  same  line  of  con- 
duct must  also  most  probably  remain. 
The  sum  stipulated  to  be  granted  was  the 
same,  viz.  300,000/.  for  which  reciprocal 
services  were  to  be  performed.  liieir 
lordships  would  no  doubt  recollect  the  cir- 
cumstances out  of  which  our  connection 
with  Sicily  arose,  a»d  thejr  would  there- 
fore be  sefsible  of  the  fidelity  and  genero- 
sity with  which  the  country  must  feel  itself 
bound,  stiictly  to  adhere  to  its  different 
stipulation^,  f  lis  lord^ip  concluded  with 
moving  an  address  to  his  majesty,  assuring 
his  majesty  of  their  cordial  concurrence 
in  the  object  of  his  majesty's  gracious 
communication. 

Lord  Holland  did  not  mean  to  find  fault 
with  the  Treaty,  although  probably  its 
policy  or  hnpolicy  might  at  the  present 
moment,  in  a  great  measure,  depend  upon 
circumstances,  df  which  that  house  could 
not  be  informed,  and  which,  indeed,  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  communicate.  He 
readily  admitted  that  some  such  treaty 
was  called  for  by  the  claims  which  his 
Sicilian  majesty  had  upon  the  generosity 
and  honour  of  this  country.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  there  were  circumstances 
connected  with  the  state  of  Sicily  which 
afforded  ground  for  much  anxiety,  and  he 
was  glad  to  find  that  precautionary  provi- 
sions were  inserted  in  the  treaty ;  but  he 
regretted  that  in  addition  to  the  two  fort- 
resses Which  our  troops  were  to  occupy, 
that  of  Malazzo  was  not  also  directed  to 
be  garrisoned  by  our  troops,  the  latter 
fortress  being  of  great  stren^fth  and  im- 
portance, and  kept  up  at  a  trifling  ex- 
pence. — ^The  "motion  for  the  Address  was 
then  put  and  agreed  to. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  Jane  13. 

[King's  Message  rp.specting  a  Vote 
OF  Credit.]  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer presented  the  following  Message 
fi'om  his  majesty :  ' 

"  G.  R.  His  majesty,  relying  on  the 
uniform  zeal  manifested  by  his  faithful 
commons  to  provide  for  whatever  exigen- 
cies the  situation  of  afl^ira  m^air^^G^uire, 
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recommends  to  this  house  to  enable  him 
to  take  such  measures  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  extensive  warfare  in  which  his  ma- 
jesty is  engaged  may  render  necessary  to 
counteract  the  plans  of  his  majesty's  ene- 
mies, and  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  his 
dominions/' — Ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Supply. 

[Affairs  of  the  East  India  Cohpany.] 
Mr.  R.  Dundas  moved,  that  the  house  do  go 
into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  to  whom 
should  be  referred  the  Petition  of  the  East 
India  Company,  and  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
atfairs  of  the  said  Company.  Upon  the 
motion  being  put  fi'om  the  chair. 

Lord  Foilistonerose,  aud  objected  to  the 
Speaker  leaving  the  chair,  as  he  thought 
the  report  alluded  to  was  perfectly  unsa- 
tisfactory, and  contained  so  little  infor- 
mation, that  it  would  be  quite  improper 
for  the  house  to  go  into  its  consideration. 
On  a  former  occasion  an  objection  had 
been  stated  as  to  the  manner  in  which  that 
committee  had  been  formed,  and  he  still 
looked  upon  that  objection  as  being  justi- 
fied by  the  report  now  upon  the  table. 
There  were,  in  his  opinion,  various  facts, 
of  which  the  house  ought  to  be  in  pos- 
session, before  they  proceeded  to  vote  any 
great  sum  of  money  to  the  East  India 
Company. 

Mr.  R.  Dundas  observed  that  the  objec* 
tions  of  the  noble  lord  would  be  better 
reserved  for  the  conimittee. 

Mr.  Creevcy  was  of  the  same  opinion  as 
the  noble  lo^d ;  but  would  not  object  to 
the  house  ^oing  into  the  committee. — ^The 
house  havmg  gone  into  a  Committee  « of 
Supply, 

Mr.  R.  Dundas  then  stated,  that  it  would 
be  unnecessary  for  him  to  say  much,  as 
the  Report  contained  most  ot  the  facts 
that  were  necessary  to  be  detailed.  Some 
roisunderstandipg  had  arisen  between  the 
Accountants  of  the  Company  and  the 
public,  which  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  upon  East  India  affairs, 
who  had  thought  it  necessary  to  adhere  to 
the  principles  laid  down  by  the  former 
committee.  The  first  article  charged  by 
the  Company  was  the  expence  of  prisoners 
of  war  conveyed  by  his  majesty's  ships  to 
India,  immediately  upon  capture,  which 
necessarily  became  chargeable  upon  the 
public  ;  and  the  next  was  the  expence  of 
remitting  to  India  such  sums  of  money  as 
had  been  paid  by  the  Company  to  the 
public  in  liquidation  of  the  balance  owing 
to  them.     A  question  had  been  stated,  as  I 


I  to  whether  the  public  should  be  bound  to 
pay  in  India  the  money  so  borrowed,  or 
to  tlie  Company  in  this  country,  and  di^ 
putes  had  arisen  as  to  the  rate  of  interest  to 
be  allowed.  It  had  been,  however,  set- 
tled, by  the  Report,  that  not  only  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  remittance  of  bullion  to> 
India,  but  the  usual  interest  of  that  place, 
where  it  was  originally  borrowed,  should 
be  paid.  Upon  these  grounds  he  did  not 
feel  himself  justified  in  calling  upon  par- 
liament to  make  any  advance  to  the  Com- 
pany farther  than  that  which  had  been  for- 
merly stated  to  be  actually  ascertained  to 
be  due.  He  concluded  with  moving, 
*'  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  1,500,000/. 
be  granted  to  his  majesty,  to  enable  him 
to  pay  the  same  to  the  East  India  Com- 
pany on  account  of  expences  incurred  by 
them  in  the  public  service.'^ 

Lord  Folkestone  repeated  the  objections 
he  had  urged  before  the  house  had  gone 
into  a  committee,  and  then  moved  as  an 
amendment.  That  instead  of  1,500,000/. 
the  sum  of  five  pounds  be  inserted. 

Mr.  Creevey  said,  that  he  was  rather 
disposed  to  agree  to  the  Resolution,  with 
the  exception  of  one  item,  amounting  to 
160,000/.  which  he  could  not  consent  to 
vote. 

Mr.  Tiemey  supported  the  Resolution. 
Although  the  conmnittee  were  not  vested 
with  the  authority  of  arbitrators,  yet  they 
had  been  appointed  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  the  debt  due  upon  either  side.  The 
result  of  their  inquiry  was,  that  2,300,000/^ 
were  found  due  by  the  public  to  the  Com- 
pany, part  of  which  havinc  already  been 
paid,  this  vote  was  only  lor  an  acknow- 
ledged balance,  joined  to  some  further 
subsequent  claims.  The  point  at  issue> 
therefore,  was  relative  to  the  rate  of  inter- 
est and  the  mode  of  transmitting  payment 
of  the  debt  due  by  the  public  to  India. 
As  to  this,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  charge 
made  by  the  Company  being  perfectly 
fair  and  reasonable,  and  that  if  their  ac« 
counts  had  been  submitted  to  a  master  in 
chancery,  the  amount  of  tlieir  claim  upon 
the  public  would  have  been  nearly  lour 
millions,  instead  of  the  sum  at  wnich  it 
had  been  charged  in  the  Report.  He  could 
not  really  see  any  just  grounds  for  object- 
ing to  the  liquidation  of  tlie  debt  as  now 
chared,  as  it  was  strictly  due  by  the 
public.  If  the  noble  lord  was  determined 
to  persist  in  objecting  to  any  part  of  that 
debt,  he  should  at  least  allow,  even  in 
his  amendment,  that  which  he  might  look 
upon  as  unobjectionable. ,     ,^^,^,^ 
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Lord  Folkestone  stated,  that  the  principle 
upon  which  he  had  proposed  a  grant  of 
five  pounds,  was  merely  for  form  sake,  as 
he  objected  to  the  voting  of  any  sum  what, 
ever  upon  the  Report  in  its  present  im- 
perfect state.  He  did  not  object  to  the 
paying  of  Indian  interest  so  much  as  he 
did  to  the  expence  which  was  charged  for 
carrying  out  bullion  to  India. 

Sir  John  AnstrtUker  said,  he  most  heartily 
concurred  in  the  Resolution,  as  it  appeared 
to  him  it  was  fair  and  reasonable  the  Com- 
pany should  receive  payment  of  the 
money  in  the  same  place,  and  in  the  same 
manner,  in  which  it  had  been  borrowed. 
The  public  must  be  paying  interest  for 
that  money,  until  such  time  as  it  was  sent 
out  to  India,  and  therefore  he  thought 
there  could  be  no  question  as  to  who  should 
bear  the  loss. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  and  lord  Morpeth  seve- 
rally stated  their  sentiments  in  favour  of 
the  original  resolution,  and  lord  Folke- 
stone's amendment  was  negatived  without 
a  division.  The  original  resolution  was 
then  put  and  agreed  to. 

[Sicilian  Subsidy.]  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  then  moved  a  Resolution, 
That  300,000/.  be  granted  to  his  majesty, 
to  enable  him  to  fulfil  his  engagements 
with  the  king  of  Sicily. 

Mr.  WkitSread  desired  some  explanation 
as  to  the  lateness  of  the  time  at  which 
this  treaty  was  laid  before  the  house ;  and 
how  this  sum  came  to  be  paid  so  long  by 
government  without  any  former  commu- 
nication to  parliament.  Policy  required,' 
that  when  we  gave  away  such  large  sums 
we  should  know  wherefore.  He  also  ob- 
served, that  returns  ought  to  have  been 
laid  before  the  house,  of  the  proper  appli- 
cation of  this  money.  He  observed  in  the 
treaty  that  a  particular  number  of  men 
was  mentioned,  as  that  which  it  would 
be  necessary  to  provide  for  its  defence. 
He  did  not  approve  of  this.  It  was  cer- 
tainly enough  for  us  to  say  that  we  would 
defend  it,  leaving  the  number  to  our  dis' 
cretion. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  entered  into  a 
detail  of  the  circutnstances  by  which 
Maples  had  been  drawn  into  the  war  with 
Franee,  and  stated  that  it  had  been  done 
by  a  Russian  commander  who  had  landed 
troop*  there.  But  the  king  of  Naples  be- 
ing drawn  into  the  war,  G.  Britain  was 
bound  by  every  consideration  to  assist  him 
in  his  defence.  The  engagement  to  pay 
25,000/.  a  month,  or  300,000/.  a  year,  had 
been  entered  into  by   the  government 


before  the  late  one,  and  part  of  the  money 
had  been  paid.  In  1806,  when  the  change 
took  place,  the  Sicilian  ambassador  applied 
to  the  ministers,  and  it  was  resolved  that 
a  regular  a^eement  should  be  drawn 
up,  but,  in  the  metui  time,  the  payments 
were  made.  The  regular  engagement 
was  not  drawn  up  till  the  close  of  that 
administration.  The  instrument  arrived 
here  in  July  or  August  last;  but  from 
some  mistake  of  Mr.  Drummond,  there 
was  an  article  in-  it  to  which  we  could 
not  agree.  It  was  therefore  necessary 
to  send  it  back,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
appear  that  they  had  laid  it  before  the 
house  as  soon  as  possible.  With  r^. 
gard  to  the  returns  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  gent,  these  could  not  very  easily 
have  been  made  previous  to  this  period  ; 
but  Mr.  Drummond  had  declared  that  the 
greatest  exertions  were  making  in  Sicily  ; 
and  he  might  be  the  more  readily  de- 
pended upon,  as  he  went  out  with  an  in* 
clination  to  think  that  they  would  scarcely 
act  with  all  the  requisite  energy.  As  to  the 
number  of  troops,  it  was  judged  necessary 
to  fix  the  minimum,  which  was  10,000 
men,  but  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  us 
from  sending  more,  if  that  should  be  judged 
proper,  and  more  there  actually  were  at 
this  moment. 

Lord  H,  Petty  thought  the  answers  satis^ 
fiftctory.  He  was  of  opinion,  however, 
that  the  specific  provisions  for  the  defence 
of  the  island,  ought  to  have  appeared  en 
the  fuce  of  the  treaty,  in  a  manner  more 
full  than  they  actually  did. 

Mr.  Whitbread  admitted  that  the  answer 
to  the  first  question  was  satisfactory,  and 
was  glad  that  a  Russian  and  not  a  ISritislv 
commander  had  been  guilty  of  that  most 
impolitic,  absurd,  and  pernicious  act,  the 
forcing  of  Naples  into  the  war  at  the  time 
she  had  concluded  a  treaty  of  neutrality 
with  France.  He,  however,  saw  no  reason 
why  we  were  to  have  the  controul  of  two 
forts  in  the  island  and  not  of  the  third  anjl 
most  important.  He  thought  we  should 
have  had  a^  option  of  putting  our  garrisons 
in  which  ever  of  them  we  pleased,  or 
in  all. 

Mr.  Secretary  Omning  stated  that  we 
had,  and  should  have,  the  controul  over 
the  third  ;  but  that  the  provision  respect- 
ing the  two  .was  adopted  with  a  view  te 
the  number  of  troops  we  could  furnish. 
He  also  observed,  that  the  duties  paid  by 
our  soldiers  on  certain  articles  of  provisioa 
in  Sicily  were  to  be  drawn  back  in  the 
payments  to  be  made  under  tl|e  treaty. 
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Mr.  Windham  had  heard  a  great  deal 
more  importance  attached  to  the  third 
iortress  than  to  those  of  Messina  and  Au- 
gusta, as  being  more  directly  in  the  line 
of  the  place,  where  an  enemy  frgm  the 
opposit^  coast  could  soonest  reach.  He 
certainly  thought,  therefore,  that  the  stipu- 
lation ought  to  have  been  express  for  our 
occupying  this  fortress. 

Mr.  wUhcrforce  said  there  was  a  provi- 
sion in  the  treaty  that  appeared  to  bind  us 
to  restore  Naples  to  the  king  of  Sicily  at 
a  pc^ce.  He  was  sorry  for  this :  because, 
OS  we  wished  always  to  perform  our  en- 
gagements, we  ought  rather  to  promise 
less  than  more  than  we  could  do.  This 
viras  not,  perhaps,  the  meaning  intended ; 
t>ut  it  might  bear  that  construction. 

Mr.  Secretary  Catintr^  stated  that  there 
could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  construction 
of  this  article,  as  it  was  the  amendment  of 
that  one  which  had  last  year  been  objected 
V>,  prectselv  on  the  ground  mentioned, 
that  it  might  bind  us  to  more  than  we 
.  could  perform.  Still  if  we  could  restore 
Naples  to  the  king  of  Sicily,  we  should  be 
^lad  to  do  it,  although  we  could  not  enter 
into  any  engagement  to  do  it. 

Mr.  BaiUm  objected  to  the  practice  of 
srantiag  money,  as  appeared  to  have  been 
done  here,  without  the  matter  having  been 
regularly  before  parliament,  which  had  a 
right  to  examine  mto  the  grounds  of  giv- 
ing SMvay  their  money,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  ^zpeaded.  He  also  thought, 
Ibat  a  treaty  of  commerce  ought  to  have  ac- 
companied this  eii§[agement.  The  omis.- 
««on  of  an  op(>ort«mity  to  do  that,  while 
we  were  giving  away  our  money,  might 
1)6  felt  in  the  caae  of  Sw«dcn,  with  respeet 
to  which  perhaps,  we  might  be  involved 
m  great  diffiatlty  aJ>out  our  Orders  of 
Cowcil. 

Mr.  Huxkiss9i^  stated  that  tke  account  of 
tbe  disposal  of  the  money  had  been  always 
laid  tiefore  parliament,  though  the  thing, 
he  admitted,  had  not  been  done  in  tfie 
most  regular  vr^y^ — The  Eeaolution  was 
then  agreed  to. 

[WlSTMfNSTtR     IMFBOVEM1MTS.J        Mr. 

Long  moved  a  grant  of  75,200/.  tor  pro- 
jecting the  improvements  in  and  near  both 
houses  of  padiament,  a»d  for  the  purchase 
of  grounds  in  and  near  Palaoe^yard  with  a 
view  to  that  ohjtct. 

Mr.  WMhom  objected  to  the  mode  ia 
which  the  money  ^^s  expended,  aad  the 
bad  taste  which  prevaiUed  in  the  pretended 
impiwvemeoU.  He  thought  it  sulB&cient 
to  graat  a  part  of  this  large  Aim  «t  pre^ 


sent,  and  was  sorry  to  say  the  style  of 
building  hitherto  pursued  was  such  as  to 
impress  an  idea  of  misery  iastead  of  gran- 
deur. 

Mr.  Long  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
gent  in  condemning  the  mock  Gothic 
front  of  the  house  of  lords.  The  remain- 
ing buildings  should  be  submitted  to  such 
judgment  as  would  insure  a  better  taste. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  he  really  did  not 
know  imder  whose  authority  these  im- 
provements were  conducted  ;  but  some  of 
them  consisted  in  lath  and  plaister,  and  he 
should  be  very  happy  that  they  were 
pulled  down. 

Mr.  Shefidan  thought  no  new  grant 
should  be  made  till  care  should  be  takea 
that  the  new  expenditure  did  not  get  into 
the  same  hands  as  the  former.  'Hte  pre- 
sent front  of  the  house  of  lords  was  some- 
thing like  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Duige- 
nan  to  the  privy  council,  every  one  wat 
ashamed  of  it,  and  nobody  would  avow 
*himself  the  author  of  it  He  recom* 
jnended  undoing  the  improper  appQintr 
ment,  as  well  as  pulling  down  the  misera- 
ble building. 

The  Speaker  joined  in  condemning  the 
improvements,  as  they  were  called,  and, 
by  some  persons,  had  been  thought*  bi^t 
for  which,  he  declared  himself  in  ne  way 
responsible.  With  respect  to  what  warto 
be  done,  the  plans  were  now  before  the 
house,  so  that  it  only,  and  not  the  com- 
missioners, would  be  responsible,  either 
for  adopting  or  rejecting  them. 

Mr.  BaSca  was  glad  that  this  subject 
had  attracted  the  notice  of  the  committee, 
and  reprobated  the  practice  of  voting  the 
public  money,  when  no  one  was  responsi- 
ble for  its  application.  He  movpd  that  . 
instead  of  7  5,000i.  only  45,000/.  should  be 
voted,  as  amply  su^ient  to  supply  all  the 
demands  of  the  present  year. 

Mr.  Wkkbread,,  though  he  had  every 
wish  for  oeconomy,  thought  the  present 
building  so  disgraceful  that  he  would  vote 
for  a  new  one.  He  thought  that  a  com- 
mittee ought  to  be  appomted  to  inquire 
who  authorised  the  raising  c^  the  build- 
ings, who  audited  the  accounts,  and  who 
ifsued  the  orders  for  their  payment. 

Mr.  Rote  bdieved  that  the  >vorks  were 
ordered  by  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  * 
Board  of  Wori^s,  and  that  they  might  have 
been  paid  by  an  order  from  tha  Treasury. 
But  he  asserted  Uiat  every  shilling  of  the 
mgmey  had  b^u  accounted  for,  aad  th^t 
the  accounts  had  be^i  as  scrupulously  ex- 
aauuedi  ^  eny  public  accQiuUs  ever  l^ad* 
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Lord  H.  Petty  condemned  the  front  of 
^e  house  of  lords,  and.  denied  all  know- 
ledge of  the  plan. 

The  Speaker  said,  a  general  order  had 
been  given  to  comply  with  the  wish  ex- 
pressed by  the  house  of  lords  for  additional 
buildings.  Nobody  knew  any  thing  of 
the  plan  till  the  building  exhibited  itself 
in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  Huskisson  stated  that,  in  conse- 
quence  of  the  difficulties  the  Board  of 
Treasury  found  in  getting  proper  accounts 
from  the  Bonrd  of  Works,  measures  had 
recently  been  taken  to  put  the  great  ex- 
pence  of  that  Board  under  proper  controul. 

Mr.  Ftdier  condemned  the  shameful 
carelessness,  which,  from  whatever  quarter 
proceeding,  was  so  evident,  from  the  dis- 
gracefiil  state  of  the  exterior  of  the  house 
of  lords.  The  professed  object  was  to  give 
that  house  a  handsome  outside  ;  whereas, 
to  speak  plain  English,  its  pilastres  ap- 
peared nothing  better  than  a  set  of  elonga- 
tions, to  which,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, the  members  might  occasionally 
retire.  The  work  which  had  been  erected 
was  a  paltry, building,  and  he  was  not  sur- 
prised the  public  thought  their  money 
thrown  away  upon  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  preferred 
the  eyesore  of  the  present  building  to  the 
expence  of  pulling  it  down.  The  au- 
thority for  purchasing  the  building  was 
given  iu%1806,  and  notice  was  given  to  the 
holders  in  consequence.  On  this  ground, 
he  thought  it  right  to  vote  the  original 
sum  :  which  was  voted  accordingly. 

[Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.]  Sir  T.^Turton, 
in  the  committee  of  supply,  after  recapi- 
tulating the  different  proceedings  on  the 
Claims  of  Mr.  Palmer,  stated  that  a  sum 
of  about  68,000/.  had  been  found  due  to 
him  by  the  former  committee,  but  that  the 
committee,  to  whom  the  account  of  this 
balance  was  last  referred,  had,  on  a  diffe- 
rent caculation,  reduced  it  14,000/ ;  con- 
cluded by  moving,  "  That  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding 54,702/.  Os.  %d,  be  granted  to  his 
majesty,  to  be  paid  to  John  Palmer,  esq. 
being  the  balance  of  the  per-centage  due 
to  him  on  the  net  Revenue  of  the  Post- 
Office,  from  the  5th  day  of  April  1793  to 
the  5th  day  of  January  1808.  On'  this 
a  diyision  took  place :  For  the  Resolution 
OS;  A^inst  it  73.  Majority  20.  The 
Resolution  was  accordingly  agreed  to. 

[Spain.]  The  house  having  resumed, 
the  ChanosUor  qf  th$  Exchequer  adverted 
to  the  motion  respecting  Spain,  of  which 
notice  had  been  given  by  a  right  hon. 
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gent.  (Mr.  Sheridan) ;  but  with  the  pur- 
port and  scope  of  which  he  professed  him- 
self not  to  be  acquainted.  He  could  not, 
therefore,  but  be  anxious  to  know  what 
was  the  object  of  that  right  hon.  gentle- 
man's motion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  thought  it  sufficient  to  ob- 
sei*ve,  that  he  had  communicated  the  sub- 
stance of  his  intended  motion  to  his  right 
hon.  friend,  the  secretary  for  foreign 
affairs,  whose  absence  he  had  now  to  re- 
gret, because  he  was'  certain,  that  had  his 
rt.  hon.  friend  been  present,  he  would  have 
made  no  objection  to  the  nature  of  the  mo- 
tion he  had  to  propose.  He  had  so  fi*amed 
it,  that  it  was  impossible  the  entertaining 
of  it  could  cause  any  public  detriment,  or 
expose  ministers  to  any  violation  of  that 
discretion  and  secrecy  which  it  was  their 
duty  to  observe  in  matters  of  this  sort. 
But  if  that  right  hon.  gent,  was  ignorant  of 
the  purport  of  this  motion,  it  was  only 
a  new  proof  of  the  shyness  of  comraunica* 
tion  which  he  had  reason  to  believe  existed 
between  that  right  hon.  gent,  and  his 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Canning);  other- 
wise he  could  not  account  for  the  disap-< 
probation  which  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
now  manifested  of  any  motion  of  the  nature 
he  had  intended  to  make,  being  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  house. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  was  not 
aware  of  any  good  that  could  arise  from 
the  agitation  of  such  a  subject,  and  must 
only  suppose,  that  the  object  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  in  making  such  a  motion,  was 
merely  to  draw  a  speech  from  one  of  his 
majesty's  ministers. 

Mr.  Whitbread  was  anxious  to  dissuade 
his  right  hon.  friend  from  stirring  any  in- 
quiry into  the  afiairs  of  Spain  at  so  critical 
and  perilous  a  moment  In  his  opinion, 
every  matter  of  that  kind,  under  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  the  moment,  should  be 
lefi  entirely  and  exclusively  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  executive  power. 

Mr.  Sheridan  was  determined  to  persist 
in  his  motion.  It  could  be  productive  of 
no  evil,  and  it  might  give  rise  to  much 
good.'  He  felt  the  urgency  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  was  therefore  resolved  not  to 
leave  it  to  the  slow  and  skulking  hesita- 
tion of  ministers.  As  to  the  apprehensions 
of  his  hon.  firiend,  he  was  confident- that 
he  should  not  only  be  able  to  allay  those 
apprehensions,  but  succeed  in  convincing 
his  hon.  friend  of  the  propriety  of  the  mo- 
tion which  he  intended  to  make. — Mr. 
^leridan  having  thus  persisted  in  hii  mo- 
tion, it  was  fixed  for  Wednesday. 
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[Sugar  Distillation.]  On  the  motion 
for  the  third  reading  of  the  Sugar  Distil- 
lation bill, 

Mr.  Wutem  rose  to  oppose  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  for'  suspending  the 
grain  distillery.  He  said  he  could  not  suffer 
it  to  pass  that  stage,  without  again  declar- 
ing the  same  decided  hostility  to  its  prin- 
ciple which  he  had  avowed  upon  its  first 
introduction.  Nothing  had  been  urged  that 
removed  any  objection  to  it  he  had  origi- 
Bally  felt ;  so  far  from  it,  the  more  he  con- 
sidered the  measure,  in  every  point  of 
view  it  appeared  to  him  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  sound  policy,  infinitely  mis- 
chievous, on  account  of  the  establishment 
of  a  dangerous  precedent  of  interference 
with  the  a^cuHureof  the  country,  and  at 
the  same  tune  wholly  uncalled  for  by  any 
pressure,  or  even  appearance  of  scarcity 
present  or  to  be  apprehended.  If  any  dan- 
ger should  arise  in  consequence  of  the 
harvest  bein^  at  all  deficient,  it  might  be 
as  well  guarded  azainst  by  an  oraer  of 
council,  instead  of  agitating  the  public 
mind  by  the  means  which  had  been  pur- 
sued. There  were  two  or  three  circum- 
stances to  which  he  wished  to  advert,  rela- 
tive to  the  consumption  of  grain  in  the 
distilleries  and  the  foreign  import,  and 
which  he  thought  it  material  to  state  to 
the  house,  especially  so  because  he  be- 
lieved that  the  opinion  which  prevailed 
relative  to  the  amount  of  such  foreign  grain 
imported,  and  of  grain  consumed  in  the 
distilleries,  was  very  erroneous.  The 
report  of  the  committee  tended  to  confirm 
these  erroneoias  opinions  by  taking  only 
one  average  of  the  foreign  importation, 
namely  upon  the  last  five  years,  and  also 
by  not  taking  the  last  official  return  of  the 
ouantity  of  graia  annually  consumed  in 
tne  distilleries  in  Ireland,  amounting  to 
S90,000  barrels.  The  importation  of 
foreign  corn  was  stated  to  amount  to 
770,000  quarters  annually,  and  which  cer- 
tainly was  the  case  upon  the  average  of 
those  five  years ;  but  he  begged  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  impor- 
latioB  of  the  two  last  years,  and  which  it 
was  more  material  for  us  to  consider.  It 
would  be  found  that  the  import  of  foreien 
com  in  the  year  1806  amounted  to  only 
319,000  quarters.  In  1807,  it  was  cer- 
tainly a  great  deal  more,  but  if  the  two 
years  were  averaged  it  would  not  exceed 
500,000  quarters  each  ytvt,  inchisiveof  the 
import  of  flour*  This  view  of  our  situa^cm 
ought  to  be  exhibited  to  the  public,  at  it 
was  material  in  every  point  of  view  and 


much  more  satisfactory.  It  was  another 
irresistible  proof  of  the  increasing  produce 
of  the  country  and  of  the  means  we  pos- 
sessed of  providing  for  our  own  subsist- 
ence. Then  in  regard  to  the  quantity  of 
corn  used  in  the  distilleries,  he  thought  the 
committee  had  relied  too  much  upon  the 
lowest  calculations,  and  appeared  certainly 
to  have  done  so  in  regard  to  Irejand,  where 
the  consumption  by  the  last  official  return, 
was  nearly  double  that  upon  which  the 
report  appears  to  be  founded.  Tlie  com- 
mittee calculate  upon  a  total  consumption 
for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  of  780,000 
quarters,  of  which  England  is  supposed  to 
consume  300,000,  Scotland  169,000,  Ire- 
land %\  1,000 ; .  but  the  Irish  official  account 
nearly  doubles  that  estima^,  and  the 
British  probably  exceeds  it,  being  founded 
upon  the  number  of  gallons  of  spirits  ac- 
tually paying  duty.  The  total  of  grain  of 
all  sorts  consumed  therefore  must  exceed 
1,000,000  quarters,  whilst  the  foreign  imT 
portation  amounts  only  to  500,000. — ^Thi» 
was  a  very  diflferent  statement  from  that 
which  the  public  were  impressed  with, 
and  which  was  made  to  appear  by  tb« 
report  of  the  conmiittee  ;  it  was  however 
perfectly  correct,  and  could  not  be  dis-> 
puted.  It  was  not  immaterial  to  consider 
likewise  in  this  view  of  the  case  that  in 
the  event  of  this  bill  passing,  and  of  our  not 
receiving  a  single  quarter  of  com  from  fo- 
reign countries,  our  agriculture  would  still 
lose  a  market  for  500,000  quarters.  The 
impolicy  of  reducing  the  markets  for  grain 
had  been  already  repeatedly  urged,  and 
was  too  obvious  and  indisputable  to  admit 
of  any  justification  :  such  a  reduction  of 
demand  would  be  more  felt  also  by  the 
growers  than  is  imagined.  Many  people 
supposed  the  loss  of  the  distillery  markets 
would  not  be  sensibly  perceived.  The 
dl^ct  would  certainly  be  perceived,  or  not, 
according  to  the  abundance  or  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  approaching  harvest ;  if  it 
was  abundant  and  a  good  barley  year,  it 
would  be  materially  felt.  It  was  well 
known  that  we  imported  no  barley,  our 
own  produce  was  equal  to  our  own  con* 
sumption,  and,  in  a  plentiful  year,  it  vra« 
in  his  opinion  more.  It  was  but  four  or 
five  Vears  ago  the  price  of  barley  was  in 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk  as  low  as  20f.  per 
quarter,  and  the  average  of  the  kingdooi 
2Si.  or  24ff.  Even  the  circumstances  of  the 
present  moment  afibrded  evidence  of  this 
<^inion,  uiaamuch  as  there  was  a  suflicienoy 
to  carry  us  through  upoin  three-fourths  of 
a  crop,  and  a  \iSaX  naive  of  peas  aii4 
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beans,  to  supply  the  places  of  which  in  the 
feeding  of  bogs,  &c.  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  barley  must  have  been  used .  To  esti- 
mate the  effect  upon  the  price  of  the  arti- 
cle by  the  loss  of  the  distillery  markets, 
these  circumstances  then  must  not  be  for- 
gotten,  the  eifect  was  not  to  be  consi- 
dered hy  the  measure  of  quantity  used  in 
Ae  distilleries,  it  was  the  withdrawing  any 
demand  from  a  market  sufficiently  supplied 
that  would  so  affect  the  price,  and  which 
it  was  well  known  would  sink  it  very  far^ 
indeed  beyond  the  ratio  or  amount  of  such 
demand  withdrawn.  There  was  another 
circumstance  also  that  would  operate 
upon  the  price,  and  that  was  the  loss  of  the 
competition  excited  by  the  appearance  of 
the  distiller  .in  the  corn  market. — Upon 
the  whole,  he  was  satisfied  the  measure, 
however  limited,  would  have  a  very  inju- 
rious efi^t  upon  the  agriculture  of  the 
country,  and  would  discourage  to  a, great 
degree  the  spirit  of  improvement  and 
of  enterprise  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 
It  was  possible  that  the  class  of  farmers, 
who  do  not  look  beyond  the  moment  would 
not  be  influenced  in  their  conduct  till  they 
emerienccd  the  effects,  but  every  man  of 
information  and  reflection  who  was  about 
to  embark  a  considerable  capital  in  the 
cultivation  of  lands  hitherto  waste  and  un- 
productive, or  who  was  about  to  carry  into 
«fifect  expensive  improvements  upon  lands 
already  in  tillage,  must  inevitably  feel  the 
most  serious  alarm  from  such  an  unprece- 
dented and  unnecessary  interference  with 
tiie  tnarket^  for  the  produce  of  agriculture. 
Every  merchant  and  manufacturer  knows 
«nd  dreads  the  efiects  of  any  interruption 
or  restriction  of  the  market  for  his  com- 
modities, be  they  what  they  may,  and  it 
must  be  as  sensibly  or  even  more  sensibly 
feh  by  th«  agriculturist  than  any  other 
persons.  The  return  of  capital  employed 
in  the  cultivation  of  lands  was  slower  and 
the  profits  less  than  that  employed  in  any 
other  way,  and  upon  that  account  as  well 
as  others,  required  a  steadier  market,  and 
inore  perfect  security  to  induce  the  direc- 
tion of  it  to  that  object.  These  consider- 
ations, as  w«ll  as  many  others,  h^  con- 
vinced him  that  the  proposed  measure 
would  be  productive  ol  incalculable  mis- 
chief, and  he  had  heard  no  arguments 
stated  in  the  course  of  its  progress  through 
^  house  that  had  at  all  shaken  his  ori- 
ginal opinion  ;  indeed,  scarcely  any  that 
*pp«kwd  to  bear  upon  the  subject.  He 
would  therefore  give  his  most  decided  ne- 
S^tiye  to  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 


{876 


Mr.  D.  Giddy  and  lord  H.  Petty  op- 
posed the  bill,  not  from  any  objection  to 
the  affording  protection  to  the  West  India 
planters,  but  on  the  ground  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  was  utterly  subversive  of  . 
our  agricultural  interests. — ^The  question 
being  called  for,  the  house  divided,  and 
the  numbers  were.  Ayes  74  ;  Noes  34. 
Majority  for  the  third  reading  40.  The 
bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  passed  and 
ordered  to  the  lords. 

HOUSE   OP   LORDS. 

Tuesday,  Jtmc  1 4. 
FMr.  Palmer's  Claim.]  On  the  motion 
of  lord  Eliot,  a  message  was  orjdered  to  be 
sent  to  the  commons,  desiring  a  copy  of 
the  Report  of  the  committee  respecting 
Mr.  Palmer's  claims ;  and  also  a  message 
desiring  that  leave  might  be  given  to  the 
right  hon.  Charies  Long  to  attend  the 
committee  of  their  lordships  on  this  sub- 
ject on  Thursday. 

HOUSE   dF   COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  June  14. 
[King's  Proctor.]  Sir  C.  Pote  rose 
in  pursuance  of  the  notice  which  he  had 
given,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house 
and  tlie  country  to  the  mode  of  con* 
ducting  the  basiness  of  the  Navy  in  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty.  It  was  a  sub* 
ject  which  he  had  considered  of  the  first 
importance  to  his  majesty's  naval  ser- 
vice, and  on  wtych  he  had  more  than  once 
endeavoured  to  express  his  sentiments  to 
the  bonse,  and  io  urge  and  pray  for  amend- 
ment; but,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  the 
influence  which  the  right  hon.  and  hon. 
members  connected  with  that  court  pos- 
sessed, had  hitherto  efiectually  prevented 
the  alteration  required  :  this  was  not  to 
deter  him  from  exerting  his  utmost  to  cor- 
rect evils  which  were  notorious,  and  whick 
must  continue  to  exist  whilst  the  court 
was  conducted  as  at  present. — It  was  his 
intention  to  move  two  Resolutions,  the  one 
purporting  that  the  duties  of  the  King's 
Proctor  or  Procurator-general  were  so  nu- 
merous, that  no  one  person  was  equal  to 
discharge  them  ;  the  other,  that  an  hum- 
ble address  be  presented  to  his  majesty, 
praying  that  he  would  appoint  tbree  or 
more  persons  to  be  employed  ai  Proctors 
in  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  and  High 
Courtof  Appeal.— It  would  require  Uttte 
argument  to  satisfy  any  impartial  mind 
with  the  necessity  of  these  Resolutions, 
without  meaning  to  cast  the  smallest  cea* 
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sure  on  the  character  of  the  individual 
who  held  the  office  of  Proctor,  or  those 
connected  with  him.  On  the  contrary,  he 
was  ready  to  give  them  due  credit  for 
exerting  themselves  to  their  utmost ;  but 
tlie  busmess  of  that  court  was  so  increased 
since  the  establishment  of  one  Proctor  was 
deemed  sufficient,  that  it  was  impossible  it 
could  be  executed  in  a  manner  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  individuals  in  his  majesty's 
navy.  Great  delay,  enormous  charges,  and 
injustice,  must  be  the  natural  and  is  the 
actual  consequence. — ^In  the  course  of  the 
last  four  years,  more  than  3,000  ships  have 
been  libelled  by  the  King's  Proctpr ;  on  an 
average  each  of  those  ships  may  be  said 
to  produce  three  distinct  causes,  which 
would  increase  them  to  9,000.  Be  it  al- 
ways remembered  by  the  house,  that  the 
whole  of  what  he  was  now  stating,  and 
about  to  state,  is  the  special  duty  of  the 
King's  Proctor,  who  is  exclusively  em- 
ployed for  the  whole  navy  of  England  in 
all  matters  of  prize,  besides  all  cases  in 
which  the  interest  of  his  majesty  is  agi- 
tated ;  in  all  appeals  to  the  privy  council, 
as  well  as  in  all  memorials  and  reports : 
the  number  of  appeal  cases  in  the  last  four 
years  have  not  been  less  than  500,  all  of 
which  are  under  his  immediate  direction ; 
on  many  of  them  very  intricate  and  dif- 
ficult questions  arise  ;  the  papers  on  the 
table  of  the  house  shew  the  number  of 
ships  libelled  in  the  last  four  years  by  the 
King's  Proctor  are  above  3,00P;  there 
are  other  papers  on  the  table  which  shew 
the  amount  of  the  Proctor's  bills  on  ships 
condemned  as  Di'oits.  If  gentlemen  will 
take  the  trouble  to  average  those  bills, 
they  will  find  them  to  give  an  average  of 
95  /.  on  each  case  ;  but  taking  the  average 
profit  on  the  Proctor's  bills  at  less  than  a 
moiety  of  that  sum,  the  500  appeal  cases, 
at  an  average  of  100/.  will  produce  a 
sum  which,  he  was  satisfied,  the  house 
would  deem  sufficient  for  at  least  three  or 
four  King's  Proctors  :  to  the  cases  of  ships 
libelled,  and  appeals  to  the  privy  council, 
must  be  added  the  numerous  list  of  memo- 
rials and  reports,  which  make  a  lai'ge  por- 
tion of  the  profits  of  the  office.  But  it  was 
not  the  enormity  of  the  sum  that  he  so 
much  objected  to,  it  was  the  impossibility 
of  justice  being  rendered  to  the  British 
navy,  by  the  system  now  persevered  in, 
that  induced  him  to  offer  his  Resolutions ; 
and  if  he  was  not  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed 
this  day,  he  still  flattered  himself  the  pe- 
riod was  not  afar  off,  when  his  majesty's 
government  would  see  the  necessity  of  re- 


vising this  coui^.  He  was  aware  he  should 
be  told,  that  vessels  captured  by  men  of  war 
did  not  belong  to  the  captors,  but  to  the 
crown,  therefore  his  resolution  and  addr^s 
were  an  improper  interference  with  the  pre- 
rogative. Most  sincerely  should  he  regret 
such  an  objection  to  rendering  justice  to  a 
most  valuable  portion  of  his  majesty's 
subjects.  The  delays  and  expences  of  the 
Admiralty  Court,  with  the  numerous  evils 
and  abuses  which  have  occurred,  were  so 
well  known  to  almost  every  individual  con- 
nected with  the  navy,  that  he  had  not 
troubled  the  house  with  a  long  list  of 
them  in  detail,  meaning  to  rest  the  ex- 
pediency of  his  motion  on  what  must  be 
obvious  to  every  impartial  man  in  or  out 
of  this  house  ;  namely,  the  impossibility 
of  one  Proctor  executing  the  duties  allotted 
to  him :  he  had  never  been  able  to  col- 
lect any  substantial  objection  to  the  ap- 
pointment by  his  majesty  of  three  or  more 
learned  and  discreet  Proctoi*s  to  officiate 
as  King's  Proctors  in  the  said  courts.  With 
this  view  of  the  subject  he  should  take  the 
liberty  of  moving  the  Resotutioa  and  Ad- 
dress as  before  recited. 

The  Advocate  General  felt  it  necessary  to 
oppose  the  Resolutions,  as  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  the  nation,  and  of  the  navy 
itself.  If  the  hon.  officer  felt  so  strong  an 
impression  upon  the  subject,  it  was  rather 
matter  of  surprise  that  he  had  not  per- 
suaded any  one  of  the  various  boards  of 
admiralty,  which  had  existed  since  he  had 
first  mentioned  this  subject,  to  think  with 
him.  And,  certainly,  there  had  been 
amongst  those  boards,  some  with  which 
the  hon.  officer  had  some  influence*  It 
was  to  the  executive  or  to  the  board  of 
admiralty  that  any  application  should  be 
made,  and  not  by  address  from  this  house. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  then  entered  into  a 
detailed  statement,  to  shew  that  it  was  the 
interest  of  the  navy  itself,  that  the  king's 
proctor  should  be  employed  on  their  be- 
half. Numberless  complaints  had  within 
the  last  four  years  been  made  against  pri- 
vateers, and  the  reason  was,  that  the  owner 
of  the  privateer  was  his  own  dommus  litis, 
and  at  liberty  to  conduct  his  business,  so 
that  many  vexatious  proceedings  were 
the  consequence.  It  was  desirable  that 
the  king's  proctor  should  be  independant 
of  the  navy  agents.  As  to  the  statement 
of  the  number  of  causes,  that  could  not 
be  a  ground  for  the  motion,  unless  the 
hon.  officer  had  shewn  that  those  causM 
had  been  neglected.  Hie  king's  proctor 
would  have  as  much  assistance  as  he  want^ 
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ed,  and  if  more  proctors  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed, the  reasons  of  the  case  would  ap- 
ply with  more  force  to  the  king*8  advo- 
cate/ who  was  obliged  to  discharge  all  his 
duties  personally.  The  fact  was,  however, 
that  the  business  was  ffegularly  and  dili- 
gently attended  to,  and  as  no  case  had 
been  made  out,  he  was  confident  the  house 
would  not  agree  with  the  motion  of  the 
bon.  officer.  The  king's  proctor,  when 
appointed,  bad  given  up  all  private  prac- 
tice, and,  if  his  present  emoluments  were 
to  be  divided  amongst  others,  how  was  he 
to  be  indemnified  ?  His  former  clients 
would  not  come  back  to  him,  and  he  did 
not  think  the  hon.  officer  would  be  of  opi- 
nion that  the  king's  proctor  should  be  al- 
lowed to  act  for  parties  as  well  as  for  the 
captors.  Afler  shewing  by  reference  to 
the  original  prize  act,  and  to  several  sub- 
sequent public  documents,  that  the  em- 
ployment of  the  king's  proctor  for  the 
captors  was  consonant  to  ancient  practice, 
he  concluded  bv  declaring,  that  he  should 
give  his  negative  to  the  motion,  as  in- 
jurious to  the  interests  of  the  navy,  and 
interfering  with  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown. 

Mr.  H.  Martin  supported  the  motion. 
Neither  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  nor 
the  interests  of  the  nation,  would  be  at  all 
injured  by  the  -appointment  of  more  than 
one  proctor,  for  all  the  proceedings  would 
be  as  much  under  the  eye  of  government 
as  before.  The  proctor  considered  him- 
self as  totally  independant  of  the  captors. 
It  would  be  much  better  for  the  navy  that 
they  should  be  enabled  to  choose  a  proctor 
who  would  be  responsible  to  themselves. 
He  stated  various  mconveniences  that  re- 
sulted to  the  captors  from  the  present 
mode  of  proceeding,  and  said,  that  the 
navy  felt  the  utmost  anxiety  for  the  suc- 
cess of  this  motion.  Jf  it  were  adopted, 
the  proceedings  would  be  much  m on- 
rapid,  the  captors  would  be  much  bene- 
fited, and  no  disadvantage  whatever  would 
result  to  the  crown  or  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Stephens  observed,  that  the  business 
could  not  be  better  managed  than  it  was 
by  thi'  king's  proctor  an  >  his  assistants. 
He  had  heard  no  reason  for  an  alteration 
in  the  system.  Every  reason,  on  the  con- 
trary, was  against  it.  He  affirmed  that  the 
officers  of  the  navy  would  be  very  much 
injured  by  having  the  choice  of  their  own 
proctors,  as  appeared  from  what  actually 
took  place  from  their  having  the  appoint- 
ment of  their  own  agents.  They  had  at 
present  all  the  advantage  that  resulted 


from  the  connection  between  the  king's 
proctor  and  the  king's  advocate.  A  vast 
expence  was  often  saved  to  the  captors, 
which  they  would  be  put  to  in  prosecut- 
ing bad  causes,  if  they  chose  their  own 
proctors. 

Mr.  Bastard  contended,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  that  house  to  watch  and  be  jealous 
of  every  offic*e.  He  hoped,  as  the  right 
hon.  gent  had  said,  if  the  hon.  baronet 
should  carry  his  motion,  that  he  would  ex- 
tend his  motion  to  the  office  of  that  right 
hon.  gent.  There  were  certainly  in  the 
commons  many  persons  who  were  as  well 
qualified  as  the  king's  proctor  to  conduct 
the  business.  It  had  been  said,  that  the 
interests  of  the  navy  itself  were  better  pro- 
vided for  by  the  present  practice ;  but  the 
contrary  was  the  impression  universally 
felt  in  the  navy,  though  most  unwarrant- 
able measures  were  employed  by  the  ad- 
miralty to  stifle  their  complaints.  He  knew 
the  fact,  because  a  petition  had  been  put 
into  his  hands,  complaining  of  gross  abuses, 
and  signed  by  many  of  the  most  respect- 
able persons  in  the  navy,  some  of  whom 
withdrew  their  names,  in  consequence  of 
their  having  been  menaced  with  the  ven- 
eeance  of  the  admiralty  ;  and  he  had  re- 
fiised  to  present  the  petition  afterwards, 
lest  he  should  thereby  draw  down  that 
vengeance  upon  the  parties.  Upon  these 
grounds  he  should  support  the  Resolutions. 

Mr.  Farquhar  stated  that  if  a  cause  ex- 
tended beyond  th^  period  of  two  years,  it 
must  be  from  the  fault  of  the  parties.  He 
bore  testimony  to  the  respectability  and 
integrity  of  the  present  k  ng's  proctor, 
and  expressed  his  surprise  that  this  pro- 
position should  have  come  from  any  per- 
son connected  with  the  navy. 

Mr.  Mtnsione  observed,  that  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  at  present  resulted  from 
the  king's  a  Ivocate  having  the  manage- 
ment of  the  prize  causes,  would  exist, 
chough  there  should  be  two  or  more 
king's  proctors;  and  that  all  the  argu- 
ments about  the  injurious  effect  of  an  un- 
restricted liberty  of  choice  were  altogether 
mapplicable.  Proceedings,  he  said,  had 
often  been  retarded,  owing  to  the  manage- 
ment being  in  one  person  ;  and  justice  to 
the  neutrals,  as  well  as  to  the  captors,  re- 
quired that  some  alterations  should  take 
place.  He  could  not  see  why  the  incon- 
veniences might  not  be  remedied  without 
sacrificing  aqy  of  the  advantages. 

The  Solicitor  General  dissented  from 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  admiral,  because, 
if  any  inconveniencies  were  felt  firom  the 
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present  mode  of  conducting  business  in 
the  admiralty  courts,  it  would  not  tend  to 
remedy  them.  He  opposed  it  in  the 
second  place,  because  it  was  perfectly 
nOTel  in  its  nature :  thirdly,  because  it 
was  directly  contrary  to  a  former  decision 
of  the  house,  by  which  it  had  been  re- 
jected when  it  was  formerly  proposed : 
fourthly,  because  it  proceeded  upon  a  prin- 
ciple directly  the  reverse  of  that  on  which 
all  causes  were  instituted  in  the  court  of 
appeals,  namely,  that  these  suits  were 
conducted,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  cap- 
tor, but  for  the  benefit  of  the  crown.  He 
contended,  that  the  navy  were  not  interest* 
ed  in  the  fate  of  the  motion,  and  that  no 
inconvenience  had  been  shewn  to  result 
Urom  the  business  being  confined  to  a  sin- 
gle proctor. 

Mr.  Whithread  asserted,  that  so  far  from 
the  question  being  indifferent  to  the  navy, 
there  was  a  general  outcry,  he  mig^t  say, 
in  the  navy  respecting  it.  He  was  willing 
to  concur  in  all  the  praises  which  had 
befen  bestowed  wpon  the  person  at  present 
holding  the  office  of  king's  proctor.  But 
abuses  had  taken  place  before  he  filled 
the  office,  and  such  abuses  might  occur 
again.  The  hon.  and  learned  gent,  might 
as  well  argue,  that  it  would  be  proper  8Uid 
fit  for  him  to  conduct  every  cause  in  the 
court  of  king's  bench,  as  that  one  proctor 
should  engross  the  whole  business  of  the 
court  of  appeals.  Formerly  two  clerks 
did  the  business  of  the  house  of  commons, 
and  continued  to  do  so  till  the  time  of  the 
union,  when  the  increase  of  business  made 
it  necessary  to  have  a  third.  But  the  hon. 
and  learned  gent,  upon  his  principles, 
would  argue,  that  because  two  had  been 
sufficient  at  one  time,  they  would  be  suffi- 
cient still. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  opposed 
the  motion,  because  it  had  not  been  shewn 
that  the  delays  which  took  place  in  the 
decision  of  causes  in  the  courts  of  prize 
jurisdiction  arose  from  a  want  of  proctors. 
On  the  contrarj',  it  would  be  easy  to  shew, 
that  the  interests  of  the  captors  were 
materially  benefited  by  a  vast  number  of 
cau^  passing  through  the  hands  of  a 
single  person. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilfy  thought  that  the  best 
time  to  reform  the  constitution  of  a  court 
of  justice  was  when  the  offices  in  the 
court  were  respectably  and  unexception- 
ably  filled ;  because,  at  such  a  time,  all 
personal  and  party  motives  must  neces- 
sarily be  excluded.  He  did  not  pretend 
ta  be  intimately  ac(^uainted  with  the  mode 


of  proceeding  in  the  admiralty  courts ; 
but  he  conceived  it  to  be  a  very  extraordi- 
nary principle,  and  one  contrar}'  to^  that 
which  was  recognised  in  all  other  courts, 
that  one  person,  however  able  and  how- 
ever distinguished  either  by  his  talents  or 
integrity,  should  engross  the  whole  prac- 
tice of  the  court. 

Mr.  Robert  Ward  said,  that  if  it  had  oc- 
curred in  times  past,  that  the  king's  proc- 
tor had  been  employed  on  both  side?  of  a 
cause,  such  regulations  were  now  adopted, 
as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  its  happen- 
ing in  future. 

Mr.  Windham  argued,  that  if  the  king 
was  dommus  UHs  when  there  was  only  one 
proctor,  he  would  be  equally  dominus  litis 
when  there  were  three  proctors,  and  that 
therefore  there  was  no  objection  to  the  mo- 
tion of  his  gallant  friend,  from  its  tending 
to  alter  the  principle  upon  which  causes 
were  conducted  in  the  prize  courts.  And 
if  it  had  no'  injurious  tendency  in  this 
way,  he  thought  it  desirable  to  adopt  a 
measure  which  would  be  hishly  satisfac- 
tory to  such  a  numerous  and  meritorious 
class  of  persons  as  the  officers  of  the  royal 
navy. 

Sir  CItarles  Pole  made  a  short  reply,  in 
which  he  stated,  that  some  causes  had 
been  pending  in  the  admiralty  courts 
more  than  ten  years,  and  that  a  majority 
had  been  pendmg  more  than  seven  years. 
He  should  think  that  he  was  wantinc  in 
his  duty  if  he  did  not  tdce  the  sense  of  the 
house  upon  the  motion  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  propose. — ^The  house  then  divi- 
ded upon'  the  hon.  baronet's  motion: 
Ayes  16;  Noes  35.  *  Majority  19. 

[Curates'  Residence  Bill.]  The  house 
having  gone  into  a  committee  on  this  bill> 
a  variety  of  amendments  were  made 
thereto:  among  the  most  prominent  of 
which  was  one  proposed  by  the  Speaker, 
who  wished  to  give  to  the  clergy  of  the 
archiepiscopal  dioceses,  the  same  privilege 
of  appeal  as  that  which  would  be  enjoyed 
under  the  act  by  the  clergy  of  the  episcopal 
dioceses.  The  clergy  of  the  episcopal  dio- 
ceses had  a  right  of  appeal  from  the 
bishop  of  their  dioceses  to  the  archbishop  ; 
the  Speaker  proposed  a  clause,  by  which 
the  clergy  of  the  archiepiscopal  dioceses 
should  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
king  in  council.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  proposed  to  modify  this  amend- 
ment, by  making  the  appeal  lie,  not  to 
the  king  in  council,  but  to  the  king,  who 
should  be  empowered  to  appoint  Dele* 
gatei  or  Conunissioners  under  the  Great 
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Seal  from  the  bishops,  for  the  purpose  of 
reviewing  the  decisions  of  the  metropolitan 
courts.  —  The  clause  thus  modified  was 
agreed  to.  The  other  clauses  of  the  bill 
were  then  gone  through,  and  some  amend- 
ments proposed,  but  no  material  altera- 
tion was  made  in  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
or  any  thing  of  consequence  enough  to 
call  for  a  division.  The  house  being  re- 
sumed, the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  to-morrow. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  June  15. 

[Criminal  Law.]  On  the  motion  of 
sir  Samuel  Romilly,  that  the  house  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  house 
on  the  Privately  Stealing  bill, 

Mr.  Burton  said,  that  during  the  last 
twenty  or  thirty  years  it  had  been  his  lot 
to  have  some  experience  in  the  adminis^ 
tration  of  the  Criminal  Law ;  he  should 
therefore  be  wanting  in  his  duty  to  the 
public,  as  well  as  respect  to  his  learned 
friend,  if  he  omitted  to  pay  what  atten- 
tion he  could  to  the  present  bill ;  and  he 
was  desirous  to  state  a  few  observations 
upon  it  before  the  Speaker  left  the  chair, 
because  they  were  connected  with  the 
principle  of  the  bill.  He  confessed  he 
was  somewhat  at  a  loss  whether  to  look  for 
the  principle  in  the  enacting  part,  or  the 
preamble,  because  they  seemed  to  be  at 
variance  with  each  other,  or  at  least  not 
co-extensive.  The  preamble  laid  down 
very  general  abstract  positions,  which  far 
exceeded  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  went  to 
condemn  a  very  large  proportion  of  our 
criminal  laws.  Now,  in  his  opinion  (without 
stopping  to  discuss  the  truth  of  the  posi- 
tions), nothing  could  be  more  objectionable 
than  to  pronounce  by  statute  such  a  parlia- 
mentary condemnation  of  a  great  part  of 
our  criminal  laws,  and  yet  to  leave  those 
very  laws  in  full  force.  To  him,  conse- 
quent! y»  it  appeared  indispensable  to  ex- 
punge the  preamble  altogether,  and  intro- 
duce another  suited  to  the  limited  object 
of  the  bill.  The  principle,  as  it  was  to  be 
collected  from  the  enacting  part,  was  to 
abolish  the  capital  punishment,  and  to  re- 
duce the  oftence  as  well  as  the  punishment, 
down  to  the  stand nrd  of  simple  larceny. 
Now  so  far  as  it  took  away  the  punish- 
ment of  death,  he  was  inclined  to  approve 
it ;  because  sentences  of  death  often  pro- 
nounced in  cases  where  they  were  scarcely 
ever  fit  to  be  executed,  tended  much  to 
diminish  their  effect :  but  he  could  by  no 


means  accede  to  the  propriety  of  leaving 
the  offence  punishable  with  no  greater 
severity  than  simple  larceny.  His  learned 
friend  was  reported  to  have  introduced  the 
bill  with  pretty  severe  comments  on  the 
statute  of  Elizabeth  intended  to  be  re- 
pealed ;  and  any  proposition  of  his  vs^as 
sure  to  come  recommended  by  so  much 
eloquence  as  to  render  it  a  difficult  matter 
to  consider  it  immediately  with  an  un» 
biassed  mind :  yet  upon  reference  to  the 
statute,  it  would  be  found  to  contain  a 
statement  of  facts  verified  by  an  experi- 
ence of  two  centuries  and  a  half,  and  equal-* 
ly  appl  icable  to  the  present  tim e.  It  states 
that  the  offenders  then  called  cut-purses 
were  very  numerous,  confederated  into 
fraternities  of  an  art  or  mystery  to  live  idly 
by  secret  spoil,  even  to  the  impoverish- 
ment of  many,  frequenting  for  that  purpose 
places  of  public  resort,  such  as  places  of 
divine  worship,  the  court,  courts  of  justice, 
fairs,  markets,  and  places  of  execution, 
and  being  habited  in  such  a  garb  as  ta 
elude  suspicion.  To  this  enumeration  of 
places,  the  bank  of  England,  and  the  ap- 
proach to  bankers'  shops,  might  now  be 
added :  in  every  other  respect  the  des- 
cription suited  the  present  time.  He  was 
well  informed  by  magistrates  of  experience 
that  the  number  at  present  exceeded  hun- 
dreds, some  thought  to  the  amount  of 
several ;  that  many  underwent  a  regular 
training  to  the  art;  that  they  plundered 
to  such  an  amount,  and  were  so  far  con- 
federated, that  large  sums  were  never 
wanting  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the 
ablest  assistance  upon  their  trials,  or  of 
buying  off  prosecutors  or  witnesses;  upon 
the  whole,  next  to  nightly  housebreakers, 
no  class  of  offenders  were  so  pernicious. 
It  was  also  observable  that  the  circum- 
stances described  in  this  statute  had  always 
been  deemed  aggravations  of  the  ofiience 
of  simple  larceny,  and  therefore  deserving 
of  an  aggravated  degree  of  punishment. 
Such  were  the  number  of  oftenders,  and 
the  extent  of  the  depredations,  that  they 
were  perpeti-ated  with  an  art  which  de- 
noted education,  by  gangs  which  were 
dangerous,  and  in  a  manner  to  elude 
all  ordinary  care  and  vigilance.  That 
these  practices  prevailed  to  an  alarming 
extent,  and  would  not  be  repressed  with- 
out severer  punishment  than  transportation 
for  seven  years  (the  highest  punishment, 
for  simple  larceny),  he  could  unfortunately 
testify  from  his  own  experience  in  the 
county  palatine  of  Chester.  What  had 
there  happened  within  these  few  years,  he 
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was  sure  must  strike  the  benevolent  mind 
of  his  learned  Iriend.  During  four  or  five 
years  preceding  the  spring  of  1806,  several 
boys  had  been  there  brouffht  to  trial ;  the 
numbers  had  been  increasmg,  till  seven  or 
eight  at  one  assizes  appeared  to  be  con- 
federated in  a  regular  ganjj,  and  to  have 
frequented  the  neighbounng  fairs  and 
markets,  executing  their  designs  vi^ith  all 
the  same  art  and  system  that  was  to,  be 
found  within  the  metropolis.  The  court, 
having  before  tried  milder  punishments, 
proceeded  upon  this  occasion  in  two  in- 
stances to  transportation  for  seven  years  : 
but  so  little  terror  did  this  punishment  in- 
spire, that  at  the  spring  assizes  in  1 806, 
among  forty  prisoners,  there  was  the  me- 
lancholy exhibition  of  no  fewer  than  1 7 
boys  between  the  ages  of  1 2  and  1 6.  They 
came  from  the  manufacturing  part  of  the 
county,  and  their  ofience  was  generally 
that  of  privately  stealing,  either  from  the 
shop  or  the  person.  Several  were  ac- 
quitted, either  from  accidental  defects,  or 
for  want  of  prosecution  through  the  ten- 
derness of  their  prosecutors :  but  among 
those  who  were  convicted,  some  received 
sentence  of  death,  and  the  former  punish- 
ments having  proved  inefFectual,  it  was 
judged  necessary  to  make  a  severer  ex- 
ample by  transporting  two  for  seven  yeare, 
and  recommending  two  of  the  capital  con- 
victs to  the  royal  mercy  on  transportation 
for  lite.  This  increased  severity  happily 
produced  a  better  effect,  insomuch,  that 
during  the  four  last  assizes,  only  four  boys 
had  appeared  in  the  calendars,  and  npnc 
of  them  members  of  any  regular  confe- 
deracy. From  all  the  foregoing  circum- 
stances he  drew  this  inference ;  that  sim- 
ply to  repeal  the  statute  of  Elizabeth,  as 
the  bill  proposed,  would  operate,  not  to 
the  prevention,  but  to  the  encouragement 
of  this  species  of  theft,  and  that  the  power 
of  transporting  for  life  was  indispensable. 
There  existed,  likewise,  one  difficulty  in 
prosecutions  under  the  statute  of  Elizabeth, 
which  arose  out  of  the  constmction  which 
had  been  put  upon  the  words,  *  privily 
without  his  knowledge.'  This  difficulty 
might,  in  his  opinion,  be  removed  with  ad- 
vantage, by  annexing  the  severer  pimish- 
ment  to  any  larceny  from  the  person, 
under  circumstances  not  amounting  to 
robbery :  because  it  w^as  an  old  and  just 
principle  in  the  law,  that  the  person  as 
well  as  the  house  ought  to  be  protected 
with  more  than  common  care.  For  a 
similar  reason  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  un- 
wise to  make  any  distinction  as  to  the 


value  of  the  thing  stolen  ;  no  such  distinc- 
tion being  made  either  in  the  case  of  rob- 
bery from  the  person,  or  in  that  of  burg- 
lary ;  more  especially  likewise  as  it  often 
happened,  even  where  a  large  property 
was  stolen  from  the  person,  that  the  money 
if  found  having,  in  the  language  of  the 
law,  no  ear  mark,  could  rarely  be  proved  ; 
whilst  the  purse,  or  the  pocket-book  con- 
taining it,  though  of  trifling  value,  could 
easily  be  identified.  For  these  reasons  be 
strongly  recommended,  that  instead  of 
death,  should  be  substituted  transportation 
for  life,  or  any  shorter  time  not  less  than 
7  years,  or  a  long  or  short  imprisonment 
with  or  without  hard  labour,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  court,  as  the  case  might  require.^ 
If  therefore  his  learned  friend  was  disposed 
to  allow  that  the  bill  should  be  thus  modi- 
fied in  the  committee,  he  was  inclined  to 
think  that  it  might  prove  an  amendment 
of  the  law. 

Mr.  Herbert  (of  Kerry)  likewise  objected 
to  the  preamble  of  the  bill.  Human  laws, 
he  said,  were  made  for  preventing,  not  for 
avenging  crimes,  and  hence  it  otten  hap- 
pened that  punishments  seemed  to  be  dis- 
proportioned  to  the  crimes.  There  were 
two  different  kinds  of  criminal  legislation, 
according  to  archdeacon  Paley :  the  one 
was  that  which  assigned  capital  punish- 
ments only  to  the  highest  species  of  crimes ; 
the  other,  that  which  had  been  adopted  in 
this  country,  assigned  capital  punishments 
to  a  variety  of  crimes,  but  inflicted  it  upon 
only  a  few  persons  of  each  class  by  way 
of  example.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  con- 
fessing that  he  agreed  in  opinion  with  the 
excellent  author  to  whom  he  had  alluded, 
but  he  should  not  be  so  averse  to  the  bill 
itself  were  it  not  for  the  declai-ation  in  the 
preamble.  He  hoped,  however,  that  at 
all  events  it  would  be  postponed  till  ano- 
ther session. 

Sir  Arthwr  Piggott  agreed  that  the  cri- 
minal law  of  the  land  ought  not  rashly  to 
be  altered.  But  he  contended  that  the 
law  had  not  answered  the  ffreat  purpose 
of  preventing  crimes,  and  that  its  fiulure 
ought  to  be  ascribed  to  its  severity,  which 
in  many  instances  prevented  pfsrsons  firom 
prosecuting  those  guilty  of  smaller  of- 
fences. How  far  it  might  be  proper  to 
modify  the  severity  of  t^e  punishment, 
was  another  Question  not  now  before  the 
house,  and  which  would  furnish  matter  of 
discussion  in  the  committee. 

The  Solicitor  General  thought  that  there 
was  ai  least  so  much  good  m  the  bill  as 
to  sanction  the  going  into  a  committee 
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itpoa  it>  lor  tbt  purpose  of  ^oeiog  whether 
it  wg8  possible  to  find  ft  retneidy  (or  an 
evil  of  very  great  magpitiuir^  or  not.  He 
did  not  mean,  however,  to  pledge  hinself 
finally  to  gi?e  it  hb  «vpport,  becanae  he 
wg9  not  sure  whether  it  w^oMld  be  possible 
fpr  the  coDinnittee  to  remove  his  obJ«c- 
tionsto  it. 

Mr.  C  W.  Wynne  confessed  tb^t  the 
bouse  ov^bt  not  r^ly  to  alier  the  cri- 
minal law  of  the  country.  The  law,  how- 
e^r,  >vhii:h  it  was  now  prosposed  toch^Age, 
bad  never  been  eicecuted  in  the  recollec- 
tio|[|  of  my  per«QU  now  Uyi|0|^.  The  qqq- 
fieqyenoe  of  this  was,  tbat  jts  e0ect  w^ 
le^^sened,  becau$^  the  probability  of  escape 
yf9fi  ^Tijot.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  it 
m^h(  be  ezp^ieat  to  Ieav,e  a  discretionary 
po.w^  to  the  ji*dge«,  of  trjanspfasr^ing  for 
life  pfrsoQs  guilty  of  the  ofie»ces  to  which 
tbi^  \M  applied  ;  indeed^  he  thouglu,  that 
trw»p»rta*i(Wi  fiir  life  was  ffener^Uy  pre- 
ler^bi^  to  irmsy/^ftj^tifiH  for  n  limited 
^ii^e ;  bf^avi^  whfn  the  culprits  reti^roed, 
Joeing  wholly  withoot  chs^racter  or  protec- 
tho*  tjbey  wer^  in  mfist  case?  c<H»peUed  to 
revept  M>  tb^ir  former  habits. 

Mr.  PwtQift^  Agreed  with  those  who 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  house  ought  to 
go  into  »  comwNtitee  <»  the  bill ;  because 
^ere  was  nothing  in  the  bill  which  ought 
liot  to  be  the  great  object  c^  all  criminal 
law,  namely,  jsuiting  the  punishment  to 
4he  crime. 

Mr.  L^QBtUr  contended,  that  the  law 
could  never  provide  satistactor^ly  for  the 
grea^  vigriety  of  c^^ses,  in  which  it  would 
^e  tp  be  deoidftd  ^by  circumstances,  whe- 
iher  the  .ofience  should  or  should  not  be 
punished  wjth  jiev^i(ty.  Jt  was  only  by 
ithe  discretion  oif  the  judge  that  cases  of 
this  kind  could  be  p^operlv  regulated, 
jmd  therefoie  he  disapproved  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill. 

Sir  tUtlph  MiUfonke  thought  that  the 
less  discretion  was  left  in  the  administra- 
tion of  criminal  justice,  the  better ;  and 
s^greed  with  a  learned  author,  who  had 
aaid,  that  it  was  better  to  have  law  with- 
out eouity,  than  equity  without  law.  Ue 
jBhouId  certainly  vote  for  going  into  .a  com- 
mittee on  .the  bill. 

.Sir  S(mmd  Monilfy  did  hope  that  this 
bill  would  jpa^s  in  theipresentjseasion.  He 
thought  .Uie  pieamUe  of  the  ;biU  ought 
;to  ,be  -retaiued.  It  contained  the  reasons 
,on  whi<^  jbe  broui^t  in  ibe  hi\i,  and  on 
twhicih  he  hoped  It  would  pass.  But  .if 
^fmUem^  ihought  diSerently  from  him, ! 
jbo  w«m]4  give  .up  Jbe  pveamhle^  Aod  he ' 

V0L.XI:  ^^ 


content  to  substitute  discommon  preamble, 
*  Whereas  it  is  expedient.'     The  present 
extreme  rigour  of  the  law  shocked  the  hu- 
manity of  prosecutors,  of  juries,  of  judges, 
and  led  them  to  compromise  the  law  and 
the  oQence,  rather  than  go  to  the  extent  of 
inflicting  coital  punishmeut  where  it  was 
severe  l^yond  all  proportion  to  the  crime. 
This  (r^quent  impunity  encour^ed  offend- 
ers to  repjeat  their  crimes,  and  if,  after  a 
multitude  of  escapes,  they  at  length  suf- 
fered, they  attributed  the  misfortune  to 
accident  or  w^nt  of  dexiterity,  rather  than 
to  justice  and  the  visour  ana  vigilauce  of 
the  law.     He  cited  Mr.  Justice  Blackston* 
to  prove,  that  this  lenity  of  judges  and 
juries,  from  the  necessity  of  doinff  some- 
thing to  counteract  the  extreme  rigour  of 
the  law,  encouraged  oOenders  to  go  on. 
The  legislature,  in  auHering  the  excessive 
penalties   that   required   this  evasion  to 
remain,  w%s  an  accomplice  ifi  the  encou- 
ragement given  to  criminality.    It  was 
lamentable  that  when  any  person  pro- 
posed to  render  the  law  more  mild,  the 
jealousy  of  so  many  persons  was  excited  ; 
and  that,  when  it  wjts  proposed  to  add  to 
its  ^verity,  no  complaint  was  made.     A 
bill  had  recently  passed  adding  nine  new 
capital  ielonies  to  the   former  catalogue. 
To  this  bill  nobody  objected,  though,  he 
WX)uld  maintain,  that  an  increase  of  seve- 
rity was  as  great  an  innovation  as  a  repeal 
of  severity  to  the  same  extent     He  also 
adverted  to  the    Indictment  Bill  lately 
passed,  as  an  innovation  of  much  greater 
magnitude  than  the  present  bill.    He  ad- 
verted to  tbe  committee  appointed  twenty 
years  ago,  of  which  Mr.  Fox  was  a  mem- . 
ber,  to  inquire  what  criminal  punishments 
oug^  to  be  repealed.    They  reported  six 
statutes.    Tbe  bill  of  rc4>eal  passed  this 
house,  but  was  lost  in  the  lords  by  the 
prorogation  of  parliament,  though  the  first 
authorities  in  that  house  agreed  to  repeal 
five  of  the  six  acts  reported.     He  allowed 
that  a  remedy  was  found  in  explainifi^  the 
value  of  money  under  the  statute  of  Eli- 
zabeth, accordmg  ^  the  relative  value  of 
goods  at  that  time  %nd  at  present    But 
this  remedy  was  not  of  a  satisfactory  kind. 
It  was  merely  disorotionary,  and  the  ex- 
ercise of  that  disdretiou  w*»s  not  always 
regulated  by  the  best  reasons.    He  knew 
a  case,  and  it  was  well  known,  in  which  ft 
judge  of  very  respectable  chiBuracter  di^ 
rected  the  jury  to  and  a  ^olen  key  of  the 
•full  capital  value,  because  it  appeared  to 
be  stolen  with  a  view  to  commit  a  theft 
From  all  the^  reasoos^  he  hoped  the  house 
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would  not  only  go  into  the  committee,  bat 
ultimately  pass  the  bill. — The  house  then 
went  into  the  committee. 

The  SoUcttor-General  stated  his  reasons 
for  proposing  certain  new  clauses.  He 
should  suggest  certain  alterations,  both  in 
the  description  of  the  ofience,  and  in  the 
punishment  to  be  inflicted.  It  was  a 
crime  of  considerable  magnitude,  and  was, 
no  doubt,  daily*  increasing.  He  could 
state,  however,  what  appeared  to  him  to 
be  the  real  cause  of  criminals  having  been 
so  often  acquitted  of  the  charge  of  pri- 
Tately  stealing.  If,  upon  a  trial,  it  turned 
out  that  an  individual  lost  his  purse  or 
watch,  and  had,  in  the  moment,  perceived 
the  act  committed,  that  circumstance  freed 
the  criminal  from  the  capital  part  of  the 
punishment.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  in- 
aividual  robbed  perceived  the  commission 
of  the  fact,  it  being  generally  committed 
by  gangs  of  persons,  who  transferred  the 
property  from  one  to  another,  still  that 
individual  could  not  fix  upon  the  very 
person  whose  hand  took  the  property,  and 
^  consequently  the  whole  of  the  criminals 
were  acquitted  of  the  capital  part  of  the 
ciiarge.  This,  he  thought,  accounted 
much  more  naturally  fbr  the  frequent 
instances  of  impunity  which  had  oc- 
curred. The  offence  was  that  of  feloni- 
ously taking  property  from  the  person  of 
another.  Grand  larceny  occurred  where 
property  was  either  taken  from  the  person, 
or  feloniously  from  a  house,  and  it  would 
therefore  be  aggravating  the  offence.  He 
should  propose  to  omit,  in  the  description 
of  the  oflence,  stating  whether  it  was  pri- 
vately or  not,  in  order  to  contra-distin- 
guish  it  from  robbery^  which  was  the  tak- 
ing of  property  with  violence ;  although 
he  thought  it  was  an  offence  bordering 
upon  it;  as  he  believed,  there  were  persons 
much  disposed  to  use  force  upon  such  oc- 
casions should  they  meet  with  any  resist- 
ance. He  therefore  thought,  it  was  a 
felonyx  that  ought  to  be  punished  with 
more  severity  wian  mere  simple  larceny, 
and  he  should  propose,  that  a  punishment 
somewhat  more  adfequate  than  that  stated 
in  the  bill  should  be  substituted  ;  leaving 
it  at  the  same  time  in  some  degree  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Judge,  according 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  His  ob- 
ject was  to  get  a  punishment  somewhat 
above  that  of  inere  larceny,  and  at  the 
same  time  below  that  of  a  capital  offence. 
He  should  propose  that  the  highest  punish- 
ment should  be  transportation  fbr  life,  and 
that  the  loiyest  punishment  should  be 


transportation  for  a  period  not  less  than  7 
years.  At  ^e  same  time,  it  might  be 
proper  fbr  the  Judge  to  have  it  in  his 
power  to  make  a  substitution  for  transport- 
ation, namely,  imprisonment  in  the  house 
of  correction,  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
three  years.  The  learned  gent,  then  con- 
cluded with  proposing  amendmenta  to  the 
ietfect  he  had  stated. 

Mr.  Windham  opposed  the  principle  of 
making  transportation  the  minimwn  of  pu- 
nishment for  such  ofiences  as  had  been 
described.  There  might  very  justly  exist 
doubts  as  to  the  degree  of  criminality  exist- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  ofiender,  and  cer- 
tainly there  should  be  no  unnecessary 
restriction  laid  on,  with  respect  to  thie 
equalization  of  the  punishment  to  the  crime 
itself.  He  recited  an  instance  of  the  extreme 
severity  of  the  law,  in  sentencing  a  poor 
voung  woman  to  transportation,  for  having, 
m  a  sort  of  jest,  stolen  one  of  her  compa- 
nion's bonnets,  and  who,  afler  a  consider- 
able time  passed  in  captivity,  made  her 
escape  with  some  other  daring  exiles,  to 
the  port  of  Timur,  in  China,  in  an  open 
boat,  after  a  passage  of  several  tliousand 
miles,  through  a  most  stormy  sea,  and  un- 
paralleled suffering. 

Mr.  Homer  considered  reform  necessary' 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  law,  as  it 
now  stood,  to  the  original  principles  of  its 
institution.  He  quoted  a  passage  from 
Judge  Blackstone  before  alluded  to,  stating 
that  sir  H.  Spelman  had,  above  a  century 
before,  lamented,  that  although  all  things 
had,  since  the  original  foundation  of  our 
law,  on  this  head,  in  the  time  of  the  Saxon 
monarchy,  extraordinarily  increased  in 
price,  yet  the  life  of  man  was  daily  grow- 
ing cheaper,  by  permitting  it  to  be  mrfeited 
for  the  peculation  of  the  same  sum  for 
which  it  had  been  forfeited  in  the  reign  of 
the  Saxons.  It  should  therefore  be  the 
business  of  the  present  times  to  reduce  the 
law  to  its  ancient  state ;  and  if  the  same 
punishments  werq  continued,  to  equalize 
them  to  the  crime,  or  in  other  words,  to 
the  value  of  the  goods  thus  stolen.  He 
felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  clause  as  too 
novel ;  in  fact,  it  was  much  more  so  than 
the  bill  itself;  though  the  proposition 
came  from  an  bon.  member  who  was  the 
more  averse  to  the  bill  from  the  considera- 
tion of  its  tendency  to  innovation.  Besides, 
the  clause  had  come  into  the  house  under 
the  most  inauspicious  circumstances,  whilst 
the  bill  was  in  a  committee,  and  witbout 
any  notice.  These  circumiistances  coidd 
not  escape  the  attention  of  the  hoiuK>  nor 
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fail  to  excite  some  degree  of  jealousy  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Button  contended  that  transportation 
for  limited  periods  failed  oflen  of  produ- 
cing that  salutary  ei&ct  on  the  morals  of 
the  convicts  which  it  was  expected  this 
mode  of  punishment  would  have  had.  If 
the  punishment  were  only  resorted  to  in 
such  instances  as  would  justify  its  continu- 
ance for  life,  it  would  be  cutting  ofiT  all 
hope  of  return  to  the  old  scene /)f 'their 
criminality,  and  probably  correct  those 
vicious  propensities  they  had  formerly  in- 
dulged in.  He  concurred  most  heartily  in 
remitting,  in  several  instances,  the  punish- 
ment of  death,  for  other  less  punishments. 
Though  he  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  the 
system  of  giving  a  latitude  to  the  discretion- 
ary power  of  the  Judge,  in  proportioning 
the  severity  of  the  punishment  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  crime. 

Mr.  AbetcTondnf  considered  it  a  defect 
in  the  law  of  England,  not  to  extend  trans- 
portation to  the  natural  period  of  the  cri- 
minal's existence.  He  reprobated  the 
idea  of  increasing  the  discretionary  power 
of  the  judge.  The  law,  he  thought, 
should  be  clear,  discriminatory,  and  deci- 
sive, and  the  less  was  left  to  the  arbitrary 
will  of  the  judge,  the  better.  It  had  been 
said,  that  as  tnere  were  many  shades  of 
difference,  it  would  be  better  the  judge 
should  have  a  proportionate  option :  ad- 
mitting even  this  position,  still  it  would 
not  follow,  that  transportation  for  life 
would  not  be  a  national  as  well  as  an  in- 
dividual advantage.  Whatever  might  be 
the  nature  of  the  confinement,  or  punish- 
ment, as  it  was  termed,  of  transportation, 
it  was  certain,  a  temporary  banishment 
was  productive  of  no  good  effects  to  the 
morals  of  the  convicts.  Was  it,  then,  pro- . 
per  to  send  so  many  young  persons  and 
children  out  to  that  colony  for  a  short 
space,  who,  in  the  course  of  nature,  might 
be  expected  to  return  pregnant  with  all 
the  accumulated  contagion  of  those  more 
experienced  odenders,  who  had  grown  old 
in  habitual  vice  and  infamy  ?  From  his 
present  view  of  the  importance  of  this  sub- 
ject, he  assured  the  house  he  would  early 
in  the  next  session  move,  that  a  Committee 
be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
what  advantages  had  followed  the  intro- 
duction of  the  present  system. 

Mr.  Wharton,  the  chairman,  thought  the 
most  regular  way  of  introducing  the  pre- 
sent clause  to  the  consideration  of  the 
house,  would  be  by  first  reporting  pro- 
gress, and  then  moving  in  the  house,  that 


an  instruction  be  given  to  the  committee 
to  introduce  the  present  clause,  after  which 
it  might  at  leisure  be  discussed  in  the 
committee. 

Sir  Samuel  RpmiUy  observed,  that  he  had 
not  justly  incurred  the  censure  so  libe- 
rally bestowed  on  him,  of  indulgiilg  in 
wild  theories.  The  imputation  he  thought 
unjust,  and  undeserved :  his  intentions 
were  to  restore,  not  to  shake,  the  founda- 
tion of  the  common  law.  The  clause  he 
censured  as  altogether  objectionable.  The 
duration  of  the  punishment  for  seven  years 
was  suihcient  to  answer  all  the  purposes 
expected.  He  wished,  if  possible,  the 
clause  should  be  received,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  fully  discusised,  when  the  house 
was  in  possession  of  both  the  act  itself  and 
the  clause  in  point. 

Sir  Charles  Banbury  thought  very  few  of 
those  transported  for  seven  years  ever 
were  able  to  come  back  at  the  expiration 
of  their  sentence :  this,  so  far  from  being 
a  national  benefit,  was  a  national  reflection 
on  our  justice. — ^'fhe  bill  was  then  recom- 
mitted, and  the  clause  added  to  it ;  aud 
the  house  having  resumed,  the  report  was 
received,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  into  fur- 
ther consideration  on  Wednesday. 

[Affairs  of  Spain.]  Mr.  Sheridan  rose, 
and  spoke  as  follows  : — "  Mr.  Speaker  ; 
however  I  may  regret  that  the  proposition 
which  I  had  the  honour  of  giving  notice 
that  it  was  my  intention  to  bring  forward 
this  evening,  has  been  postponed  until  this 
late  hour,  and  that  the  attention  of  the 
house  must  be  considerably  exhausted  by 
the  discussion  which  has  just  terminated, 
yet,  sir,  I  still  think  it  right  to  submit  to 
their  consideration,  the  important  subject 
which  was  the  object  of  that  notice.  I 
cannot  conceal  that  a  kind  of  negociation 
has  been  carrying  on  between  my  right 
hon.  friend  opposite  (Mr.  Canning)  and 
myself,  in  the  course  of  which,  my  right 
hon.  friend  expressed  his  wish  that  I  would 
put  off  my  motion  for  this  evening,  because 
the  distinguished  persons  who  have  lately 
come  over  to  England  to  represent  to  the 
British  government  the  state  and  disposi- 
tion of  their  native  country,  are  at  this 
very  moment  partaking  of  the  hospitalities 
of  his  mansion.  Sir,  I  allow  that  this  was 
a  strong  reason  on  the  part  of  my  right 
hon.  friend  for  desiring  a  postponement  of 
this  business ;  for  I  believe,  with  all  my 
right  hon.  friend's  public  spirit  and  enthu- 
siasm,  that  he  has  no  very  great  inclii)ation 
to  lose  a  good  dinner.  But  as  my  right 
hon.  friend  has  detached  %  very  able  gene- 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


«87] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Jume  15,  1808— -i^/air*  <f  Spam. 


[88^ 


ral   (sir  Arthur  Welksley)  to  represent 
him  at  his  house,  I  he\  less  rehictant  at 
thus  intruding  on  his  patience,  and  shall 
therefore  proceed,  only  expressing  my 
hope,  that  that  gallant  officer  may  soon  be 
detached  oivamore  serious  service;  that 
he  may  soon  be  sent  into  Spain  to  repre- 
sent in  that  country  the  enthusiasm   of 
England  in  her  cause.     In  the  first  place, 
sir,  I  wish  to  correct  an  idea  which  has 
gone  abroad,  that  I  entertained  the  folly, 
the  presumption,  the  ill-judgment,  and  the 
bad  taste  of  wishing  to  teach  his  ma- 
jesty's nittisters  how  to  conduct  them- 
selves in  the  existing  circumstances.    All 
I  desire,  sir,  is  to  win>the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  present  situation  of  Spain. 
Having  communicated  the  tenor  of  my 
motion  on  a  former  evening  to  my  right 
hon.  friend  opposite,  and  my  intention  not 
having  been  disapproved  by  my  right  hon. 
friend,  I  own  I  was  surprised  to  Sad  that 
kb  right  hon.  and  learned  colleague  ima- 
gined that  my  motion  would  tend  to  em'> 
barrass  his  majesty's  government.     After 
the  communication  to  which  I  have  allud- 
ed, I  expected  that  he  would  give  me  cre- 
dit for  having  no  such  object  in  view.     On' 
the  other  hand,  I  experienced  something* 
like  rebuke  from  my  hon.  friend  near  me 
(Mr.  Whitbread),  who  seemed  to  think 
that  I  was  going  to  brin^  forward  a  motion 
which  was  to  save  admmistration  from  all 
responsibility  on  the  subject.    Now  really, 
sir,  this  was  a  most  unfortunate  outset  on  my 
part    I  meant  to  do  neither  the  one  thing 
nor  the  other.  And  here  I  must  say,  that  al- 
though no  man  living  more  highly  respects 
the  political  probity  and  ability  of  my 
hon.  friend,  as  well  as  the  estimable  qua- 
lities of  his  ptivate  character,  yet  when 
be  gets  ap  to  rebuke  me  for  doing  that 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  my  duty,  I  am 
free  to  confess,  while  I  applaud  his  )udg- 
ment— his  understanding — thedeliberation 
with  which  he  decides  on  questions  of  im- 
portance— that  if  there  be  any  one  point 
in  his  character  on  which  I  should  not  be 
disposed  to  dwell  with  the  gi*eatest  satis- 
faction, it  would  be  his  deference  to  the 
opinions  of  others,  or  his  doubt  with  re- 
spect to  his  own.     I  am  placed,  sir,  in  this 
dilemma ;  that  while  my  hon.  iriend  ac- 
cuses me  of  a  disposition  to  cover  adminis- 
tration, the  right  hon.  and  learned  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  suspects  me  of  an 
intention  to  do  it  all  the  mischief  in  my 
pswer.    Sir,  I  may  be  wrong ;  I  am  far 
from  wishing  ministers  to  embark  in  any* 
l^ib  and  romsmtic  enterprise  in  fovotir  of 


Spain ;  but,  sir,  if  the  enthusiasm  and  aiti- 
mation,  which  now  exists  in  a  part  of 
Spain,  should  $pread  over  thre  whole  of  t^s^ 
country,  I  am  convinced  that  since  the 
first  burst  of  the  French  revolution,  thore 
never  existed  so  happy  a»  opportunity  ibr 
Great  Britain  to  strike  a  bold  stroke  fbr  the 
rescue  of  the  world.  But,  sir,  it  is  said, 
'  if  you  do  not  disfrbftt  the  admint!(tration, 
why  discuss  this  subject  iYi  parliament!'  Sir, 
I  will  tell  you  whv.  I  am  disposed  to  trust 
administration,  feut  I  wish  to  demfand  two 
things :  I  wish  first  to  declare,  that,  in  my 
opinion,  we  must  not  deal  in  dribblets  ; 
we  must  do  much  or  nothing.  Why  do  I 
make  this  declaration  ?  Because  no  ca- 
binet which  has  hithtfffo  existed  in  this 
country — not  tfveti  «cepting  that  with 
which  I  had  the  honour 6f  being  connect^ 
— has  pursued  simply  and  plenty  one 
clear  aiid  distinct  object.  Instead  of 
striking  at  the  cdrc  of  the  evil,  the  admi- 
nistrations of  thJ^  country  have  hitherto 
contented  thetrtsefves  with  nibbltneg  at  the 
rind.  In  this  censure,  I  must  not  include 
an  hon.  friend  near  me,  nor  Mr.  Burke. 
They  would  have  proceeded  directly  and 
completely  to  the  object  which  they  had 
in  view,  or  they  would  not  have  advanced 
to  it  a  step.  But  with  these  exceptions, 
the  ministers  of  England  have  pursued  a 
petty  policy;  they  have  gone  about 
filching  sugar  ishmdfs,  and  neglecting  all 
that  was  dignified  and  all  that  was  con« 
sonant  to  the  truly  understood  interests  <>f 
their  comitry.  I  wish  thcr^ore,  sir,  to  1<1 
Spain  know,  that  the  cottduct  which  we 
have  pursued  we  will  not  persevere^in,  b*t 
that  we  are  resolved  fairly  ^d<<  Ally  ta 
stand  up  forthe  sklr^tion  of  Europe.  The 
next  demand  I  have  to  make,  sir,  i^,  that 
if  a  co-operation  with  Spain  be  expedient, 
it  should  be  an  effectual  co^sperafion.  I 
repeat,  that  I  am  far  fi-om  prompthig  his 
majesty's  government  to  eifgaege  in  any 
rash  romantic  enterprise;  but,  If  upon 
ascertaining  the  state  of  the  popular  mind 
in  Spain,  they  find  it  is  warm^  by  a  pa* 
triotfc  and  enthusiastic  ardour,  then,  sir, 
all  I  ask  is,  that  that  feeling  should  be 
met  here  with  corresponding  energy  and 
enthusiasm.  Bonaparte  has  hitherto  run 
a  most  victorious  race.  Hitherto  he  h» 
had  to  contend  against  princes  withont 
dignity,  and  ministers  without  Wisdom* 
He  has  fousbt  against  countries  in  whAch 
the  people  have  been  indifijerent  at^  t«»  fab 
success  ;  he  has  jet  to  leanl  what  h  is  t» 
tt^t  against  a  country  in  which  tie  f 
pie  are  animated  with  one  spirit  to 
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him.  So  for,  svt,  from  bringing  forward  a 
motion  prematurely  to  embari*ass  his  ma-* 
jesty's  government,  I  solemnly  declare, 
that,  if  the  opportimit}'  to  which  I  have 
alluded  of  a  vigorous  interference  on  the 
part  of  England  should  arise,  the  present 
administration  shall  have  from  me  as  cor- 
dial and  as  sincere  a  support  as  if  the  man 
whoiti  I  most  loved  were  restored  to  life 
and  power.  Is  this  a  vain  discussion  ? 
Let  those  who  think  so  look  at  the  present 
4tate  of  Europe.  Will  not  the  animation 
of  the  Spani^  mind  be  estcited  by  the 
knowledge  that  their  cause  i»  espoused, 
not  by  nrinisters  alone,  but  by  the  parlia^ 
inent  and  the  people  of  England  ?  if 
there  be  a  disposition  in  Spain  to  resent 
the  itMults  and  injuries,  too  enormous  to 
be  described  by  language,  which  they 
have  endured  from  the  tyrant  of  the  earth, 
will  not  that  disposition  be  roused  to  the 
most  sublime  exertion,  by  the  assurance 
that  their  efibrts  will  be  cordially  aided 
by  a  great  And  powerlbl  nation.  ?  Sir,  I 
think  this  a  most  important  crisis.  Never 
was  any  thing  so  brave,  so  generous,  so 
noble,  as  the  conduct  of  the  Asturians. 
They  have  magnanimously  avowed  their 
hostility  to  France^  they  have  declared 
war  against  Bonaparte;  they  have  no 
retreat ;  they  are  resolved  to  conquer,  or 
fo  perish  in  the  grave  of  the  honour  and 
the  independence  of  their  country.  It  is 
that  the  British  government  may  advance 
to  their  assistance  with  a  firmer  step,  and 
with  a  bolder  mien,  that  I  have  been  anx- 
ious to  afford  this  opportunity  to  the  Bri^ 
tish  parliament,  of  expressing  the  feelings 
which  they  entertain  on  the  occasion.  I 
move,  sir,  ^  That  ^n  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  his  majesty,  that  he  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  direct  that  there  be 
raid  before  this  house,  copies  of  such  Pro- 
clamations as  have  been  received  by  his 
Iknnesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  which  have  been  issued  since 
the  arrival  of  the  French  army  at  Madrid ; 
whether  by  the  Spanish  Govemtfient,  the 
French  Commander  in  Chief,  or  by  per- 
sons since  claiming  to  act  on  behalf  of  the 
Spanish  nation.'' 

Mr.  Secretary  Camting  replied  nearly  as 
fbllows  : — Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  disposed  to 
give  every  cretlitto  my  right  hon.  friend 
for  his  motives  in  agitating  this  subject, 
and  I  can  assure  him,  that  he  is  very  much 
mistaken  if  he  imagines  that  it  was  intend- 
ed to  check  or  rebuke  him,  by  any  thing 
that  was  said  on  a  recent  evening  firom 
this  side  of  the  house.     At  that  time  al- 


though I  was  in  possession  of  my  right 
hon.  friend's  comnvufincatfon,  my  tight  hon. 
friend  near  me  was  not  so.  Sir,  I  could 
very  easily  shew  my  right  hon.  firiend  that 
it  is  inYpossible  to  produce  the  papers  for 
which  he  has  moved ;  some,  because  they 
have  not  reached  hi»  majesty's  govern- 
ment in  an  authenticated  form;  others, 
because  they  are  not  accurately  described 
in  the  motion ;  and  all,  because  if  we  Were 
m  possession  of  the  hnfbrmation  which 
they  contain,  it  would  be  highly  improvi- 
dent in  us  at  the  present  moment,  to  com«  ' 
municate  that  information  to  the  worid. 
While  I  state  this,  however,  sir,  I  hope  my 
right  hon.  fViend  will  not  misunderstand 
me  so  much  as  to  suppose  that  I  impute  to 
him  any  blame  for  this  proceeding,  or  that 
I  undervalue  the  pledge  which  he  has 
given  us  of  his  support  in  any  plan  of  ac* 
tive  operations  which  it  may  be  deemed 
advisable  to  adopt  with  respect  to  Spain; 
the  more  especially  when  it  is  considered 
that  in  that  pledge  may  be  implied  the 
support  of  those  persons  with  whom  my 
right  hon.  friend  is  accustomed  to  act  in 
parliament,  and  of  whose  body  he  is  so 
eminent  and  distinguished  a  member.  Sir, 
I  should  have  been  far  from  charging  my 
right  hon.  friend  with  blame,  even  Irad  he 
gone  so  far  as  to  chalk  out  to  his  majesty '» 
ministers  the  line  of  conduct  that  in  his 
opinion  it  would  be  expedient  for  them  ta 
pursue.  From  this  he  has  abstained.  In^ 
disposed  as  I  should  have  been  to  censure 
my  right  hon.  friend,  had  he  proceeded  to 
that  extent,  I  cannot  but  ^el  that  hi» 
speech,  moderate  as  it  has  been,  calls  for . 
such  a  general  disclosure  of  the  sentiments 
of  his  majesty's  mini^itors  as  may  be  made 
without  hazard,  without  a  dishonourable 
compromise,  and  without  exciting  expec* 
tations  which  may  never  be  realised.  It 
is  therefore,  sir,  I  declare  to  the  house  and 
to  the  country^  that  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters  see  with  as  deep  and  lively  an  interest 
as  my  right  hon.  fiiend,  the  noble  struggle 
which  a  part  of  the  Spanish  nation  rs  now 
making  to  resist  the  unexampled  atrocity 
of  France,  and  to  preserve  the  independ- 
ence of  their  country ;  and  that  there  ex- 
ists the  strongest  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  British  government  to  afford  every 
practicable  aid  in  a  contest  so  magnani- 
mous. In  endeavouring  to  aflbrd  this  aid» 
sir,  H  will  never  occur  to  us  to  consider- 
that  a  state  of  war  exists  betwen  Spain  and 
Great  Britain.  We  shall  proceed  upon  the 
prhiciple,  that  any  nation  of  Euroi>e  that 
starts  up  with  a  determination  tt>  oppose  a 
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power  whidh,  whether  professing  insidious 
peace  or  declaring  open  war,  is  the  com- 
mon enemy  of  all  nations,  whatever  may 
be  the  existing  political  relations  of  that 
nation  with  Great  Britain,  becomes  instant- 
ly our  essential  ally.  In  that  event  his 
majesty's  ministers  will  have  three  objects  in 
view.  The  first,  to  direct  the  united  ef- 
forts of  the  two  countries  against  the  com- 
mon foe ;  the  second,  to  direct  those 
efforts  in  a  way  which  shall  be  most  bene- 
ficial to  the  new  ally ;  the  third,  to  direct 
them  in  a  manner  conducive  to  peculiarly 
Britisd  interests.  But,  sir,  of  those  objects, 
the  last  will  be  out  of  the  question  as  com- 
pared with  the  other  two.  These  are  the 
sentiments  with  which  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment are  inspired.  To  the  mea^res 
which  these  sentiments  may  dictate,  they 
•  confidently  look  for  the  support  of  pailia- 
ment  and  of  the  country.  It  cannot,  sir, 
be  expected  that  I  should  say  whether  we 
think  the  crisis  arrived,  or  whether  we  an- 
ticipate its  speedy  approach,  when  the  sen- 
timents which  I  have  described  must  be 
called  into  action.  It  is  sufficient  that  I 
have  stated  what  we  feel,  and  what  we, 
intend.  For  the  reasons,  sir,  which  I  have 
before  mentioned,  I  am  compelled  to  dis- 
sent from  my  right  hon.  friend's  motion. 

Mr.  Ponsanby  perfectly  agreed  with  the 
right  hon.  gent,  in  the  objections  he  had 
made  to  the  motion  of  his  right  hon.  friend, 
aind  early  foresaw  those  objections.  He 
thought  there  was  much  of  the  informa- 
tion sousht  for  that  they  could  not  grant; 
and  of  the  little  they  had,  perhaps  none 
that  it  would  be  prudent  to  communicate. 
In  such  circumstances,  neither  he,  nor  any 
man  as  ifl;norant  upon  the  subject  as  he 
acknowledged  himself  to  be,  could  attempt 
to  advise  his  majesty's  ministers  what 
course  to  pursue,  when  their  course  was 
ultimately  to  be  regulated  by  that  infor- 
mation of  which  they  were  exclusively 
possessed.  He  thererore  could  not  divine 
the  object  of  the  motion  of  his  right  hon. 
friend.  He  denied,  for  himself,  that  it 
would  operate  upon  him  as  a  pledge  of 
his  future  opinions  upon  the  conduct  of 
his  majesty's  ministers  in  this  important 
crisis ;  as,  until  he  had  witnessed  it,  he 
could  not  possibly  judge  of  it. 

Mr.  Wkitbread,  as  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  devoted  the  greater  pait  of  the  exor- 
dium of  his  speech  upon  him,  hoped  he 
should  be  allowed  to  say  a  very  few  words. 
In  the  first  place,  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
mistaken  him,  when  he  had  represented 
him  as  anxious  to  ioad  ministers  with  all 


the  responsibility  of  acting  in  the  present , 
instance,  and  not  willing  to  share  in  that 
responsibility.  He  had  not  expressed  any 
such  sentiment:  but  though  his  right  hon. 
friend  had  done  so  much  justice  to  his  pri- 
vate probity,  he  had  accused  him  of  per- 
tinacity. He  should  certainly,  in  the 
present  instance,  so  far  adhere  to  this 
pertinacity,  that,  as  he  had  unifoimly  ar- 
raigned the  measures  of  the  present  admi- 
nisti-ation  since  they  came  into  office,  as 
he  had  uniformly  distrusted  and  doubted 
them,  he  should  not  now  begin  to  give 
them  gratuitously  his  confidence  upon  a 
great  and  most  important  crisis.  At  the 
same  time,  he  was  positively  against  giving 
the  information  required.  He  had  been 
often  reproved  as  a  man  too  prompt  in 
calling  for  information  :  in  the  present 
case,  he  knew  how  to  draw  the  line.  It 
was,  however,  a  topic  of  national  feeling  ; 
and  he  was  well  aware,  wh^n  his  right  hon. 
friend,  like  another  Timotheus,  seized  the 
golden  lyre,  what  an  enthusiasm  he  would 
excite :  but  he  doubted  very  much  if  such 
enthusiasm  might  not  be  productive  o£ 
more  harm  than  good,  if  prematurely 
called  forth  before  the  brave  Spaniards 
were  furnished  with  means  of  resisting 
their  formidable  foe.  When  he  heard  ao 
much  said,  in  the  usual  tone,  of  Buonaparte, 
calling  him  the  merciless  despot,  severe 
tyrant,  plunderer,  common  enemy  of  man- 
kind, he  wished  from  his  heart  that  Eng- 
land could  come  into  the  cause  with  cleaa 
hands.  He  commented  upon  the  third 
object  of  this  country,  in  case  of  a  co- 
operation with  Spain,  and  wished  it  had 
been  altogether  omitted  ;  it  was  the  nar- 
row  policy  of  subjecting  the  interests  of 
the  great  cause  in  which  they  wei-e  en- 
gaged to  the  minor  concerns  of  British 
objects,  British  views,  and  British  interests 
exclusively. 

Mr.  Secretary  Carmii^  rose  to  explain  ' 
a  misconception  which  the  hon.  gent, 
seemed  to  feel,  as  to  what  he  had  stated 
respecting  the  objects  to  be  prosecuted  in 
the  contest.  He  had  mentioned  British 
objects  on  that  occasion,  for  the  purpose 
only  of  disclaiming  them  as  any  part  of 
the  considerations  which  influenced  his 
majesty's  government)  In  this  contest  in 
which  Spain  was  embarked,  no  interest 
could  be  so  purely  British  as  Spanish  suc- 
cess ;  no  conquest  so  advantageous  for 
G.  Britain,  as  conquering  from  Franc6 
the  complete  integrity  of  the  dominions 
of  Spain  in  every  quarter  of  the  world. 

Mr.    Wliuhrcad  was  glad  that  he  had 
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given  the  right  hon.  gent,  the  opportunity 
of  making  this  explanation. 

Mr.  Windlum,  though  there  were  many 
important  topics  belonging  to  this  ques- 
tion, and  arising  out  of  the  discussion  as  far 
as  it  had  hitherto  gone,  did  not  mean  to 
offer  any  observation  upon  them.  He  had 
'then  risen  only  to  touch  upon  one  or  two 
particulars,  which  were  more  personal 
than  any  general  reference  to  the  general 
situation  of  the  country ;  the  one  that  it 
might  not  be  misunderstood,  and  the  other 
to  rectify  a  mistake  that  might  prevail 
respecting  it.  And  here  he  must  observe 
the  gloomy  prospect  held  up  at  the  onset 
by  the  bad  specimens  of  candour,  open^ 
ness,  and  ingenuousness,  with  which  the 
right  hon.  gent,  had  endeavoured  to  con- 
strue the  sentiments  expressed  by  his  right 
h(»i.  friend,  as  pledging  the  whole  of  those 
who  acted  with  him  to  a  general  support 
of  the  measures  of  administration.  [A 
cry  of  No,  from  the  treasury  bench.]  If 
not  to  their  other  measures,  to  those  at 
least  which  mieht  be  connected  with  the 
object  which  his  right  hon.  friend  had  in 
▼iew.  He  had  felt  it  necessary  on  his 
part  to  disclaim  being  included  in  any  such 
pledge,  and  he  hoped  this  construction  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  was  not  a  specimen  of 
the  openness  which  the  house  was  to  ex- 
pect in  the  progress  of  this  transaction. 
The  points  upon  which  he  wished  to  touch 
were,  first,  the  advice  which  had  been 
given  by  his  right  hon.  friend  to  ministers, 
either  to  do  a  great  deal,  or  to  do  nothing 
in  this  case.  If  his  right  hon.  friend  meant 
by  doing  a  great  deal,  to  send  a  large 
force  to  the  assistance  of  ^ain,  he  feared 
that  we  should  not  be  able  to  do  that. 
But  it  was  not  thence  to  be  concluded  that 
nothing^  was  to  be  done.  Though  we  could 
not  assist  them  in  the  highest  degree,  it 
did  not  follow  that  we  might  not  do  what 
would  be  extremely  serviceable  to  them. 
The  part  of  his  right  hon.  friend's  senti- 
ments in  which  he  completely  concurred, 
was  that  in  which  he  recommended  not 
to  adopt  the  conduct  that  had  been  pur- 
sued in  former  wars  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  French  revolution.  It  was  his 
decided  opinion,  that  we  should  not  mix 
little  British  interests  with  this  important 
question.  He  was  happy  to  agree  with 
his  right  hon.  friend  on  this  point ;  though 
he  could  not  concur  with  him  as  to  the 
alternative,  or  admit  his  conclusion,  that 
if  a  great  deal  could  not  be  done,  nothing 
was  to  be  done.  The  other  point  upon 
which  he  withed  to  touchy  related  to  the 


general  censure  which  his  right  hon.  fnend 
had  passed  upon  the  •conduct  of  all  late 
administrations.  He  was  ready  to  admit 
that  this  censure  was  just  in  general,  but 
he  denied  that  it  would  apply  to  the  last 
administration,  of  which  he  had  the  honour 
of  being  a  member.  He  defied  any  gen- 
tleman to  prove  one  instance  in  which  it 
would  apply.  If  they  could  not  show  any 
such  instance,  they  should  receive  his 
statement  with  more  temper.  He  did  not 
claim  any  praise  for  that  administration, 
because  it  had  not  an  opportunity  of  in* 
curring  the  censure.  He  was  anxious  to 
urge  as  strongly  as  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
propriety  of  encouraging  hopes  for  the  re- 
storation of  Europe,'  in  that  way  alone  in 
which  they  were  likely  to  be  realised.  He 
had  often  been  reproached  for  enthusiasm 
on  this  subject ;  but  he  trusted  he  should 
not  be  readily  reproached  again,  inasmuch 
as  his  impressions,  though  late,  had  beeil 
adopted.  It  seemed  now  to  be  admitted, 
that  the  only  way  of  overturning  revolu- 
tionary despotism,  was  by  aiding  the  in<- 
temal  means  of  a  country  with  external 
co-operation.  Now,  there  was  nothing 
external  but  England  ;  it  was  Buonaparte 
and  France  every  where  beside,  and  those 
who  would  not  take  to  the  pinnace  or  the 
lonff-boat  in  the  late  storm,  were  now 
glad  to  catch  at  any  broken  oar,  or  fi-ag* 
ment  of  a  plank.  When  Europe  was  un- 
subdued; when  Austria  was  entire;  when 
Prussia  was  a  formidable  military  power  ; 
when  Italy  was  not  yet  parcelled  out; 
and  Spain  itself  was  whole  ;  the  internal 
state  of  la  Vendee  held  out  the  fairest 
hope  of  anesting  the  progress  of  the  revo- 
lution. What  then  had  been  neglected, . 
was  now  looked  up  to  with  sanguine  ex- 
pectation ;  and  the  only  hope  now  was, 
that  this  insurrection  in  Spain,  might  prove 
a  la  Vendue.  Here  he  should  recur  to 
the  expectation,  or  rather  deprecation  of 
his  right  hon.  friend,  that  we  should  mix 
no  little  interests  in  the  contest,  but  con* 
duct  it  on  the  principles  stated  by  the  right^ 
hon.  gent,  in  his  second  speech.  We 
should  remember  how  great  an  arrear  we 
had  to  settle,  how  much  Spain  had  to  for- 
get in  consequence  of  the  outrage  which 
she  sustained  in  the  capture  of  her  frigates. 
Were  they  prepared  to  restore  them,  and 
prove  to  Spain  the  disinterestedness  with 
which  we  were  to  embark  in  her  cause  ? 
As  to  the  advantage  or  disadvantage  o( 
bringing  this  motion  forward  at  this  time^ 
he  owned  he  did  not  agree  with  the  sen* 
timents  of  kis  right  hoit,  fiiend.     He 
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gent,  wha  vpoke  la»t  ip  the  latter  part  of 
his  speech,  in  bringing  forward  some  topics 
between  the  two  nations,  at  a  time  wtien 
the  co-operation  of  both  was  necessary  for 
tbe  saWation  of  the  world.  It  was  not  a 
course  which  $M9y  true  patriotism  wouUl 
recommend  at  such  a  time,  to  remind  that 
nation  that  England  was  the  power  to  op'* 
press  it  by  the  plunder  of  its  frigates,  aod 
this,  too,  when  the  object  of  the  right  hon, 
gent,  was  to  disclaim  any  pledge  to  sup- 
port the  content.  Then,  again,  tb^  ri^ 
Hon.  g^ut.  had  adverted  to  gU  the  topics 
of  the  last  fifteen  yeiar^  and  certainly  it 
was  not  with  a  good  grace  tjiiat  such  con- 
demnation  came  from  that  right  hon.  genUj 
who  had  been  so  loi^  during  tb^  period 
in  9®cti  fiut  BO  gentleman  was  qiodq 
ready  to  condemn  any  principle,  which  ^ 
might  hafeonce  entertained;  imd  H  4|h 
p^ared  ^hat  he  was  always  in  oppositi^oft  to 
all  the  governments  of  which  he  had  been 
a  memb^,  though  be  guneraijy  remained 
in  office  (o  the  l4^  Sorely,  wheo  th« 
rij^t  hqn.  gent.  Mated^  that  no  British  oh* 
jects  wene  to  bp  pnoaeputed  in  i\n$  ieonteat, 
he  could  not  mean  to  contend  thai  ot^iect* 
of  British  interest,  which  might  not  be 
connected  with  Spaniiih  objects,  should  not 
be  attended  to ;  at  any  rate,  it  was  not  for 
that  right  hon.  gent,  to  maintain  »mih  4. 
doctrine ;  he  who  had  9ent  out  a  for^e  lie 
Alexandria,  who  had  diverted  a  ften^ide^- 
ble  part  of  the  forc(e;s  of  the  empire  l# 
Btteno9  Ayre^,  and  who  hfid  even  di^ 
patch^  eA  e^cpedition  to  the  o4»er  s^d^  of 
South  Am^lQK  for  the  purpose  of  sf^pprtp 
ing  the  Cause  of  Curope  by  an  attack 
upon  tbe  Jbacjc  of  Spanish  Amierif:a.  1% 
wa^  radiier  strange  thajt  ithe  right  hon. 
gent,  should  be  so  Ibnd  of  returniiig  U>  tbp 
charge  of  ship-stealingi  when  he  had  bim/> 
self  sent  a  fleet  U>  Constantinople,  not  ^ 
support  tk^  ttn^aians  but  to  bring  aww 
tthe  TurJci^  fioet,  whilst  the  troops  whLoh 
were  necessary  for  the  success  mthe  ex* 
pedition  had  been  sent,  not  to  Coust^^ti- 
nople,  but  Alexandria.  That  right  hon. 
gent.,  too,  had  di^atx^bed  pother  exp^- 
tioii  to  Lisbon,  the  only  lorce  Jhe  hfMi  emr 
ployed  in  Europe,  and  for  tlfe  purpose  of 
brins^ing  awav  the  Portuguese  fleet.  Jie 
coutd  assure  t^e  right  hon.  gent,  that  the 
pi?e9ent  administration  in  the  conduct  tbey 
should  adopt,  would  not  follow  hi^  tpractir 
cal  example,  but  act  upon  the  resv^txf 
tiieir  'best  and  soundest  jud^mei^t  up 
adopting  suoh  measures  as  jmigbt,  nodf^ 
all  the  oiceiiimltance^  of  the  case;,  be 


thought  that  a  demonstration  of  the  diaqpo- 
sition  to  promote  the  cause  of  Spain  made 
to  that  house,  to  the  country,  and  to  the 
Spanish  nation,  might  be  productive  of 
advantage.  But  though  he  felt  this  im- 
pjression,  it  was  still  to  be  apprebendied^ 
that  wch  a  demonstration  might  havic  the 
efiect  of  influencing  the  Spanish  nation  to 
its  ruin.  He  had  no  objection  how<ev0r, 
%o  the  expression  of  a  dbposition  on  tbe 
p^rt  of  the  country,  to  support  aU  rational 
measures  that  might  be  necessary  to  aid 
the  eflbrts  of  the  Spanish  peopJe. 

l^ord  Otstlerfogh  observed,  that  enough 
had  been  said  as  to  the  dieeuasioo  of  the 
motion,  in  what  had  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  ffent.  who  brought  it  forward,  and 
from  his  right  hon.  friend  who  followed 
him ;  yet  certain  topics  had  been  touched 
upon  by  other  gentlemen  in  the  jcounse 
of  the  debate,  which  rendered  it  ImiaMOssi- 
ble  for  him  to  pass  them  oeer  witJIiH^ut  ob- 
servation. Undoubtedly,  a  difference  of 
opinion  might  exiet  as  to  the  propriety  of 
bringing  forward  the  motion  ;  but  of  ibis 
be  wa#  convinced,  that  in  the  view  wbich 
the  right  boa.  gent  b«d  token  of  the  sub- 
ject, 00  mischidf  could  possibly  arise  .from 
tjie  discussion.  He  did  not  press  any  pro- 
position upon  his  majesty's  ministers 
whiph  required  any  improper  disclosure. 
Jt  had  been  brought  forward  by  a  ri^t 
hon.  gent,  who,  on  all  occasions  of  difli- 
culty,  in  every  crisis  of  the  country,  waving 
all  political  hostility,  had  uniformly  come 
forward  in  support  of  the  countiy.  The 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite  w^e,  unquestion- 
ably, not  pledged  by  the  ^ntiment«  ex- 
pi«s«ed  by  that  right  hon.  gent  to  a  ^ene- 
V9I  support  of  flOT^rnment.  It  was  not  an 
irrational  pledge  of  that  description  to 
whi/cb  his  right  hon.  friend  had  adverted, 
and,  if  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  aide 
were  not  disposed  t)o  conqar  in  tbe  feelings 
and  sentiments  of  that  right  hon.  gent.,  if  | 
tJhey  fetlt  not  a  disposition  to  assist  the 
JSpanish  jiation  on  ^is  openi^ng  for  resist- 
fince  to  the  tyranny  of  France,  they  cer- 
taimly  were  at  Uberty  to  pursue  what  cause 
they  m^ht  deem  most  expedient.  But 
,  on  this,  as  <m  every  forn^r  occasion,  ttey 
eeemed  in  language  to  have  disowned  the 
right  hon.  gejot.  who  had  from  such  laud^ 
able  motives  brought  forward  this  ques- 
tion. The  bouse  and  the  country  would 
not  tail  io  contrast  ^  tone  of  ibat  right 
bon.  gent.'8  speeich  with  ^  chilling  lan- 
guage of  tbe  bon«  gentlemen  <m  the  £encb 
'  wil^  him-r^^ebm  M>Ef)ffMA  the  course  of 
^  ob$ien(litionii  p»rf«ied  l>y  Ihe  ri^iinn.  I  fondjicii^e  t9  ^be  gfi^t  ai^t  i^E^arti^nW- 
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ject  which  they  had  hi  view.  As  to  what 
had  been  said  respecting  the  extent  of  the 
assistance  to  be  aftbrded,  he  was  aware  of 
the  justice  of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  gent,  who  had  brought  forward 
the  motion,  and  if  the  occasion  should 
arise,  he  could  assure  that  right  hon.  gent., 
the  country  was  in  a  situation  to  afford 
effectual  assistance.  When  he  conaidered 
the  contrast  between  the  patriotic  senti- 
ments of  that  right  hon.  ffent.  and  the 
language  of  those  around  him,  who  were 
disposed  to  throw  worse  than  cold  water 
upon  the  hopes  of  the  retrieval  of  Europe, 
he  was  sorry  to  see  him  sit  amongst  them, 
but  he  was  confident  that  the  country 
would  do  justice  to  that  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman. 

Earl  Temple  regretted  that  the  discussion 
had  taken  place,  and  \^as  sorry  for  the 
inanrier  in  which  the  question  had  been 
discussed.  However  important  the  lesson 
of  his  noble  friend  as  to  recrimination,  and 
the  consistency  of  remaining  in  a  govern- 
ment with  which  he  differed,  he  must  re- 
gret that  the  people  of  Spain,  who  looked 
to  this  country  for  support,  should  find 
that  this  question  had  been  made  a  ground 
of  recrimination  by  gentlemen  on  both 
sides  of  the  house.  He  hoped  that  the 
principle  stated  by  his  right  hon.  friend, 
of  considering  any  power  that  should  be 
at  war  with  France  as  in  alliance  with  us, 
would  not  be  acted  upon  to  the  full  ex- 
tent. He  thought  that  they  should  not  be 
considered  as  our  allies  any  longer  than 
whilst  they  would  fight  with  us  to  obtain 
a  secure  and  honourable  peace. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  again  explained. 
He  hdd  been  niisundei^stood  by  his  noble 
friend,  if  he  had  supposed  him  to  have 
stated  the  principle  to  that  extent.  He 
had  intended  expressly  to  say,  that  we 
should  consider  all  powei-s  embarked  in 
.  hostility  with  France  as  our  allies,  engaged 
in  a  common  object  for  the  attainment  of 
a  safe  and  honourable  peace,  and  not  for 
purposes  of  perpetual  war. 

Earl  Temple  was  glad  he  had  given  his 
right  hon.  friend  an  opportunity  of  making 
this  satisfactory  explanation.  ' 

Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to 
reply.  His  object  was  to  awaken  the 
country  to  the  opportunity  which,  if  the 
information  from  Spain  was  true,  might 
lead  to  the  rescue  of  Europe,  and  to  the 
release  of  oppressed  countries  from  the 
grasp,  of  a  ruthless  conqueror.  He  had, 
however,  no  objection  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, convinced  that  much  benefit  must 
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accrue  even  from  the  present  discussion. — 
The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 

[Vote  of  Credit.]  On  the  motion  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  house 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  supply. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  stated  to  the  commit- 
tee, that  the  Vote  of  Credit,  of  which  he 
had  given  notice,  was  ^,500,000/. ;  but  as 
300,000/.  the  amount  of  the  Sicilian  sub- 
sidy, which  was  !o  be  defrayed  out  of  that 
vote,  had  since  been  granted  to  his  majesty 
by  parliament,  he  proposed  to  vote  only 
2,200,000/.  The  following  Sums  were 
then  voted :  Vote  of  Credit  for  Great  Bri- 
tain 2,200,000/ :  Vote  of  Credit  for  Ire- 
land 500,000/ :  Board  of  First  Fruits  in  Ire- 
land 10,000/:  Charge  of  Treasury  in  Ire- 
land 6,000/:  Protestant  Dissenting  Minis- 
ters 9,159/.  4j. 

J  Foreign  Property  in  tite  Funds.]  Tlie 
er  of  the  day  bfing  read  for  the  house 
to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  ways 
and  means, 

Mr.  Bankes  moved,  "  That  the  account 
of  the  amount  of  all  exempliuDS  granted 
to  foreigners,  in  respect  of  the  duty  on  di- 
vidends in  the  various  funds  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  on  the  dividends  of  the  East 
India  and  South  Sea  Companies,  under  the 
property  tax,  in  the  year  ending  5th  April 
1S07,  be  referred  to  the  said  committee." 
Mr.  Magens  opposed  the  measure  in 
contemplation,  as  contrary  to  our  estab- 
lished policy.  He  was  persuaded  that  if 
the  property  of  foreigners  was  to  be  sub- 
jected to  this  tax,'  it  would  prove  extremely 
injurious  to  the  prosperity  and  wealth  of 
this  country. 

Mr.  Sharp  was  sorry  that  the  subject 
had  been  mentioned  at  all.  The  sum  was 
extremely  small,  but  the  sacrifice  of  prin- 
ciple would  be  great.  No  advantage  could 
be  derived  from  such  a  measure  as  this, 
that  would  be  at  all  equal  to  the  injury 
which  it  would  produce. 

Sir  T.  Turton  said  that  the  income  tax 
was  in  its  operation  altogether  unjust  and 
oppressive;  but  there  was  no  part  of  it 
more  unjust  than  this  exemption.  It  was 
fair,  reasonable  and  proper,  that  foreigners 
who  had  property  in  the  funds  should 
equally  with  the  subjects  of  this  country 
pay  for  the  security  of  that  property. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  diS  not  think  the  measure 
unjust ;  but  at  the  same  time,  he  thought 
that  it  was  impolitic  to  press  it  at  present. 
Lord  H.  Petty  observed  that  the  tax  in 
question  was  not  a  property  tax,,  but  one 
on  the  profits  derived  fiom  jjroperty.  It 
would  have  been  impossible  to  have  got 
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at  the  profits  of  foreigners,  till  the  arrange- 
ment with  the  bank  for  detaining  the  tax 
upon  the  dividends.  But  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  that  arrangement  to  include 
foreign  property,  tie  maintained  that 
we  had  no  right  to  meddle  with  it ;  and  if 
we  had,  it  would  not  be  expedient. 

Mr.  Bankes  denied  that  there  could  be 
any  injustice  in  this  measure,  as  the  state 
had  certainly  an  eminent  dominion  over 
.  the  property,  and  the  utmost  that  fo- 
reigners could  expect  was,  to* be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  with  the  natives  of  this 
country.  He  asserted  that  the  exemption 
originated,  and  had  been  continued,  in 
prejudice  and  delusion.  Foreigners  placed 
their  money  in  our  funds  for  their  own  ad- 
vantage, from  the  superior  security  and 
profit  which  they  aflbrded.  There  was  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  pay  for  this. 
They  were  generally  aliens  ;  and  though 
this  country  owed  them  justice,  they  were 
entitled  to  no  favour  fi-om  it. 

Mr.  Windham  thought,  that  good  policy 
was  in  favour  of  the  exemption,  as  the  ad- 
vantage we  derived  from  foreign  property, 
as  it  stood  at  present,  was  greater  than  any 
we  could  have  from  the  tax  imposed  on  all 
that  would  then  remain. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Excltequer  said, 
that  he  had  attended  much  to  this  subject, 
and  felt  much  embarrassment  how  to 
give  his  vote.  If  he  voted  against  the 
motion  at  present,  he  confessed  that  h» 
should  do  so  from  a  deference  to  character, 
and  to  what  had  been  done  before,'  con- 
trary to  the  inclination  of  his  own  opinion, 
tie  took  a  review  of  the  arguments  on 
this  subject,  and  observed  that  he  did  not 
see  any  reason  in  point  of  justice  that 
would  exempt  foreigners  more  than  the 
people  of  this  country.  But  there  were 
considerations  of  policy  that .  appeared  to 
him  to  render  it  inexpedient  to  alter  the 
system  at  the  present  moment^  though  he 
did  not  conceive  that  the  imposition  of 
the  tax  would  withdraw  any  material  por- 
tion of  this  property  from  our  funds.  But 
the  principal  reason  that  induced  him  to 
oppose  the  measure  at  the  moment,  was, 
that  it  might  produce  a  very  bad  effect, 
by  persuading  our  enemy,  that  his  mea- 
sures against  us  had  in  some  degree  suc- 
ceeded. 

Mr.  Hihhert  said,  thabfrom  the  tenor  of 
the  debate,  he  conjectured  that  the  stibject 
would  not  be  brought  forward  very  soon 
again  for  discussion ;  and  he  was  anxious, 
by  more  than  a  silent  vote  on  this  occasion, 
Uk  express  his  decided  opposition  to  the 


measure  proposed,  and  more  especially 
after  the  hesitating  negative  given  to  it  by 
the  right  hon.  gent  who  had  just  sat  down^ 
and  whose  speech  was  not  calculated  to 
add  confidence  to  foreigners  who  either 
had  embarked  or  might  embark  their  capi^ 
tal  on  the  credit  of  this  country.  There 
was  a  plain  and  familiar  distinction  whicb 
had  nyt  been  noticed,  but  which  yet  ap- 
plied, in  his/  opinion,  both  to  the  justice 
and  policy  of  the  case.  The  foreiffner 
who  resided  here,  or  who  purchased  land 
in  this  country,  became,  in  common  with 
all  British  subjects,  a  partner  in  the  ^ne- 
ral  risks  of  the  state ;  but  the  foreigner 
who  resided  abroad  and  sent  bis  capital 
hither  was  a  mere  money  lender,  and  could 
not  be  considered  as  a  partner.  The 
former  we  could  justly  subject  to  his  pro- 
portion of  the  cost  of*^  the  common  secu- 
rity ;  but  we  could  not,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, say  to  the  latter,  "  We  have  had 
a  bad  year,  our  affiiirs  are  not  prosperous, 
and  we  must,  therefore,  deduct  a  part  of 
the  interest  which  we  contracted  to  pay  . 
upon  the  money  you  lent  to  us*"  W« 
might  say,  indeed,  if  it  should  suit  us  to 
say  so,  <'  your  money  is  a  burthen,  to  us  ; 
we  do  not  want  it,  you  have  forced  it  upon 
us  against  our  inclinations ;  take  it  away,  or 
we  will  reduce  or  withhold  the  customary 
interest;"  but  we  could  not  in  justice, 
without  any  such  notice,  surprize  the  fo- 
reign money  lender  by  a  tax.  The  same 
distinction  applied  to  the  policy  of  the 
case;  those  embarked  in  the  same  risk 
with  us  had  not  the  power,  even  if  they 
had  the  wish,  to  wishdraw  themselves,  and 
we  were  sure  of  their  co-operation  by  the 
durable  tie  of  a  common  interest.  It 
might  happen  that,  in  order  to  preserve 
our  independence  against  the  great  op- 
pressor of  Europe,  we  might  find  it  neces- 
sary  to  sacrifice  not  merely  a  tenth,  but  a 
quarter  or  even  a  moiety  of  our  income  in 
the  form  of  a  property  tax ;  and  while  the 
expediency  of  levying  such  a  tax  gene- 
rally and  impartially  upon  all  that  were 
in  the  same  concern  with  us  was  indisputa- 
ble, it  was  surely  questionable  how  fi&r  we 
should  attempt  to  extend  it  to  those  who 
could  withdraw  their  aid  at  pleasure,  and 
whose  confidence,  however  occasionally 
useful  to  us,  was  not  likely  te  be  increased 
by  the  unprosperoua  situation  of  our  afi&irs. 
He  was  unwilling,  at  so  late  an  hour,  to 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  eacpe- 
diency  and  utility  of  inviting  and  retoUH 
ing  foreign  capital  in  this  country,  ll 
was  a  question  which  should  be  conndend 
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relatively  to  our  character  as  a  commer- 
cial country,  and  not  merely  as  it  wouW 
aiiect  us  under  a  temporary  flux  of  capi- 
fel  finding  its  way  into  the  funds,  the  con- 
sequence of  a  casual  and  lamentable  in- 
terruption of  our  foreign  commerce.  The 
great  advantages  which,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  were  to  be  derived  from  a 
capital  thus  obtained  in  the  support  of  our 
funds  and  the  encouragement  of  the  vari- 
ous departments  of  our  tiational  industry 
were,  in  his  mind,  too  obvious  and  con- 
siderable to  be  treated  with  indiHerence. 
He  gave,  therefore,  to  the  proposition  of 
the  hon.  gent,  in  this  first  and  preparatory 
stage  of  it,  an  opposition,  not  grounded  on 
a  regard  to-  times  and  circumstances,  but 
most  decisive  and  unqualified. — ^The  mo- 
tion was  then  put,  and  negatived. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 


Thursdi^,  June  \  6. 
[Bank  OP  Ireland.^  Lord  G^icnr^  ad- 
verted to  the  bill  then  before  the  house  for 
renewing  the  Charter  of  the  Bank  of  Ire- 
land, and  expressed  hissurprise  that  the  for- 
mer charter  of  the  bank  had  not  been  laid 
before  the  house.  He  would,  however, 
shortly  proceed  to  state  the  grounds  of  his 
mtended  motion.  At  the  time  of  granting 
the  charter  of  the  bank  of  Ireland,  in 
1783,  the  penal  laws  against  the  catholics, 
that  horrid  code  which  all  men  now  joined 
in  condemning,  had  been  happily  repeal- 
ed. There  remained,  however,  disqualifi- 
cations which  prevented  catholics  from 
holding  any  office  either  in  the  state  or 
in  corporations.  In  the  year  1793  the 
greater  part  of  these  disqualifications  were 
repealed,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
offices,  they  were  allowed  to  hold  gene- 
rally, offices  in  the  state,  and  also  in  lay 
corporations.  They  were  allowed  to  be 
colonels  of  re^ments,  governors  of  for-^ 
tresses,  and  to  rise  to  eminent  stations 
in  •all  the  professions.  The  question  here 
was,  whether,  in  allowing  them  to  hold 
any  of  these  important  offices,  it  was  in- 
tended to  exclude  them  from  the  office  of 
governor  or  director  of  the  bank  of  Ireland. 
There  was  a  contrariety  of  opinion  amongst 
.  men  eminent  in  the  law  upon  this  subject, 
and  thus  a  considerable  doubt  had  arisen. 
By  the  act  of  1793,  Roman-catholics  were 
allowed  to  hold  the  offices  mentioned, 
notwithstanding  any  statute  or  b3re-law; 
the  word  charter  was  not  mentioned,  and 
firom  this  omission  it  was  argued  by  some 
cniaent  men^  that  catholics  being  ex- 


cluded from  the  direction  of  the  bank 
under  the  original  charter,  were  not  eligi- 
ble under  the  operation  of  the  act  of  1793» 
in  consequence  of  the  word,  charter  not 
being  mentioned  in  that  act.  Oth^ 
men  of  eminence  in  thi  law  were  of  the 
contrary  opinion,  that  the  intention  of  the 
legislature  to  admit  catholics  was  evident, 
and  that  they  were  eli^ble  under  that  act, 
the  omission  of  the  word  '  charter/  being 
of  no  consequence.  This  doubt  was  not 
remedied  in  the  bill  before  the  house,  it 
being  there  \eh  as  it  was.  That  house 
had  the  superior  advantage  of  calling  for 
the  opinion  of  the  Judges,  and  he  thoug^ht 
this  was  a  case  in  which  that  opihion 
ought  to  be  called  for.*  A  doubt  existed 
as  to  the  law :  and  what  was  the  proper 
course  to  take  to  solve  that  doubt,  but  to 
put  a  question  to  his  majesty's  Judges? 
This  was  so  plain  and  obvious,  that  he  was 
at  a  loss  to  anticipate  any  argument  that 
could  be  urged  against  it.  If  it  was  said, 
it  was  of  no  importance,  a  question  must 
surely  be  cansidered  of  importance  which 
related  to  the  privileges  of  four  millions 
of  his  majesty's  subjects.  If  it  was  said, 
there  was  no  doubt,  the  doubt  was  acknow- 
ledged in  the  bill  now  before  the  house ; 
and  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  of  great  im- 
portance that  it  should  be  set  at  rest,  par- 
ticularly when  it  was  considered  that  this 
bill  was  to  continue  for  3 )  years.  His 
lordship  concluded  by  moving  to  refer  a 
question  to  the  Judges  for  their  opinion  as 
to  the  point,  whether  under  the  operation 
of  the  act  of  1793,  combined  with  other 
acts,  and  the  Bank  Charter  act,  Roman* 
catholics  were  eligible  to  hold  and  exer- 
cise the  office  of  governor  or  director  of 
the  bank  of  Ireland. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  thought  such  a  mode  of 
proceeding  as  that  advised  by  the  noble 
baron  wholly  unprecedented,  or  at  least 
highly  inconsistent  with  the  usual  practice 
of  the  house.  The  bill  betbre  their  lord- 
ships was  strictly  and  directly  a  financial 
iheasure,  and  on  such  measures  were  it 
necessary  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Judges,  the  public  business  would  be  at  a 
stand,  or  be  protracted  to  an  insufferable 
length  of  time.  The  point  which  the 
noble  baron's  motion  involved  was  only 
an  incidental  one,  and  left  the  law  as  it 
now  stood.  He  was  therefore  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  with  what  practical  good  efiect 
his  acceding  to  the  noble  baron's  motion 
could  be  attended.  It  was  open  to  a 
catholic,  should  the  proprietors  of  the  bank 
think  proper  to  select  him,  to  bring  his 
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case  int6  a  court  of  Jaw,  or  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Irish  judges  upon  it  in  the 
exchequer  court;    or  il  their  decision  did 
hot  satisfy  him,  to  bring  his  case  before 
that  house  by  writ  of  error.    Then  would 
be  the  moment  to  discuss  and  decide  the 
point  of  law,  and  not  on  the  present  occa- 
sion.     Otherwise  it  would  be  prejudging 
the  question,  now  to  take  the  opinion  of 
_the  Judges  upon  it.     Besides,  were  the 
Judges  to  say  the  catholics  were  eligible, 
would  the  house  immediately  proceed  to 
alter  the  law  ?  Was  that  the  object  which 
the  motion  of  the  noble  bar'on  had  ulti- 
mately in  view  ?  If  so,  he  did  not  imagine 
the  house  was  prepared  to  go  that  length. 
For  his  part,  he  had  often  stated  what  were 
his  senthnents  with  regard  to  the  claims 
of  the  catholics,  and  he  would  now  again 
repeat  them.     His  opinion  and  determina- 
tion was,  to  make  his  stand  at  the  act  of 
union ;  to  maintain  the  laws  as  they  stood 
at  that  period  ;    to  abide  by  the  conces- 
sions that  had  been  made  up  to  that  pe- 
riod ;  but  not  to  accede  to  any  other  that 
had  since  been  called  for.     Concession,  in 
his  opinion,  had  gone  as  far  as  was  compa- 
tible with  the  security  of  the  constitution 
in  church  and  state  ;  and  nothing  should 
brins  hira  to  endanger  that  security,  by 
yielding  to  the  further  claims  of  the  ca- 
tholics. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  contended  that  the 
noble  secretary  was  doing  that  which  he 
himself  wa^  reprobating  in  others  ;  for  he 
was  prejudging  the  question,  bv  the  tone 
he  assumed  in  ultimately  deciJing  on  the 
claims  of  the  catholics.  If  the  Judges  de- 
cided that  the  catholics  were  eligible,  he 
would  move  that  the  law  be  altered  on  the 
subject,  if  liis  noble  friend  who  made  the 
motion  should  not  think  proper  to  do  so. 

The  Earl  of  Liiuderdale  thought  it  most 
extraordinary  that  the  noble  secretary  of 
state  should  wish  to  keep  the  house  in  ig- 
norance, as  to  what  was  the  law.  It  was 
said  of  catholic  priests,  that  they  wished 
to  keep,  their  flocks  in  igoorance,  and  pre 
\ei)t  them  even  from  reading  holy  writ ; 
and  it  might  almost  be  supposed  that  the 
noble  lord,  in  wishing  to  keep  the  house 
in  ignorance,  really  cherished  and  acted 
upon  the  same  principles.  Those  noble 
lords,  however,  who  saw  the  greater  danger 
in  offices  being  held  by  catholics,  must 
surely  concur  in  endeavouring  to  ascertain 
the  law  upon  this  subject,  as,  if  catho- 
lics were  eligible  to  the  direction  of  the 
Bank,  the  greatest  danger  to  the  state  must 
in  the  opinion  of  those  noble  lords  ensue. 


Instead  of  the  plain  and  obvious  way  of 
ascertaining  the  law  proposed  by  his  no- 
ble friend,  the  noble  secretary  of  state  had  • 
recommended  a  law-suit ;  first,  there  was 
to  be  all  the  heat  and  animosity  attendant 
upon  a  contested  election,  where  catholic 
and  protestant  were  directly  opposed  to 
each  other ;  then  a  suit  in  a  court  oif  law  ; 
then  an  appeal  to  the  exchequer  chamber; 
and  lastly,  an  appeal  to  that  house,  when 
the  opinion  of  the  Judges  might  be  had  : 
and  thus  there  was  to  be  a  tedious  litiga- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  the 
very  point  now  proposed  by  his  noble 
friend. 

llie  Lord  Chancellor  could  not  agfee  to 
ask  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  unless  it  was 
proposed  to  legislate  upon  that  opinion. 
It  was,  besides,  a  matter  of  great  doubt 
with  him,  whether,  supposing  such  a  ques- 
tion to  be  put,  the  Judges  would  not  tell 
their  lordships  that  they   did   not  know 
what  was  meant   by  a   Roman-catholic ; 
they  knew   that  persons   were   excluded 
from  certain  offices  who  did  not  take  cer- 
tain oaths,  and  it  should  not  be  disguised 
from  the  public,  that  this,  after  all,  was 
the  real  question  in  all  the  discussions  on 
the  Catholic  question ;  namely,  whether 
persons   who  did  not  take   certam  oaths 
should  be  disqualified  firom  holding  certain 
offices  ?  With  respect  to  this  subject  be 
thought  it  right   to  declare   his_  opinion, 
that  It  would  be  an   event   deeply  cala- 
mitous if  the  protestant  ascendancy  were 
weakened.  He  held  the  opinion  which  had 
been  held  by  Russel,  Somers,  lord  Hard- 
wi eke,  and  other  eminent  men;  that  the 
support  of  the  protestant  church  was  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  maintenance  of 
our  civil  and  religious  liberties.  He  would 
not   say,  that    under    no   circumstances 
ought  further  concessions  to  be  made  to 
the  catholics ;  but  he  could  not  foresee 
the  circumstances  in  which  such  conces- 
sions would  be  politic.     It  should  never  be 
forgotten,  in  considering  this  subject,  that 
the  guards  which  were  necessary  to  main- 
tain our  religious  liberties  were  not  the 
less  necessary  for  the  support  of  our  civil 
liberties.     He  could  see  no  ground  for  put- 
ting this  question  to  the  Judges,  unless  it 
was  first  ascertained  that  some  legislative 
proceeding  was  to  be  founded  upon  it,  nor 
bad  he  heard  of  any  doubt  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  interpretation  of  the  act. 

Lord  Holland  expressed  his  surprise  that 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  had  declared 
opinions  now  which  he  did  not  do  vrhen 
the  general  question  was  under  discnssioii. 
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and  whf  n  they  could  have  been  fairly  met. 
He  thought  it  most  extraordinary  with 
respect  to  this  question,  that  where  the  law 
was  not  understood,  it  should  be  argued 
that  they  ought  not  to  adopt  nieans  for  the 
purpose  of  understanding  it. '  This  obscu- 
rity, which  was  no\v  to  be  thrown  into  the 
science  of  legislation,  reminded  him  of  the 
metaphysics  of  Kant,  and  the  poetry  of 
Klopstock ;  of  the  former  it  was  said,  by 
one  of  his  ardent  admirers,  that  he  wrote 
most  sublimely,  that  he  had  written  what 
no  man  ever  understood,  and  what  he  him- 
self did  not  understand.  Klopstock  wrote, 
when  young,  a  poem  entitled  Creation,  in 
which  were  some  sublime  passage^  and 
some  rather  obscure  ;  two  studetits  at 
Leipsic^  meeting  with  one  of  these  obscure 
passages,  which  they  could  not  under- 
stand, at  length  agreed  to  ask  Klopstock 
himself  for  an  explanation  ;  they  met  him 
at  Hamburgh,  and  asked  the  question :  his 
reply  was..  '  I  dare  say  what  I  wrote 
was  very  good,  and  very  sublime  ;  I  dare 
say  I  meant  something,  but  I  confess  1 
cannot  now  tell  what  I  did  mean.'  A 
similar  obscurity  was,  it  seemed,  to  be 
thrown  over  the  point  which  it  was  now 
sought  to  explain. 

Lord  Harrowby  opposed  puttine  a  ques- 
tion to  the  Judges,  on  the  ground  that  no 
practical  good  could  be  derived  from  it. 

Earl  Spencer  thought  that  in  this  instance 
there  was  clearly  a  doubt,  and  that  the 
only  way  of  getting  rid  of  it  was  to  have 
the  opinion  of  the  Judges. 

Lord  Mulgrave  S9iw  no  ground  for  put- 
ting the  question,  miless  the  house  should 
f>reviously  determine  to  found  on  it  some 
egislative  proceeding. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  thought  it  essen- 
tially desirable,  that  where  doubts  existed 
as  to  the  construction  of  laws  about  to  be 
continued, those  doubts  should  be  removed. 
No  person  could  argue  against  the  removal 
of  the  doubts  existing  in  the  case  before 
their  lordships,  but  those  who  thought  it 
matter  of  perfect  indifference  whether 
catholics  should  or  should  not  be  directors 
of  the  bank  of  Ireland.  To  those  who 
were  adverse  to  the  admission  of  catholics 
to  the  direction,  and  to  those  who  were 
friendly  to  that  admission,  the  renioval  of 
the  doubts,  confirmed  by  the  very  proviso 
of  the  present  bill,  for  preserving  to  the 
catholics  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  rights 
granted  in  1793,  by  the  act  of  the  Irish 
parliament,  was  matter  of  the  greatest 
importance. 

Lord  Grawille,  in  reply,  observed,  that 


notwijthstanding  the  ingenuity  of  the  noble 
lords  who  had  opposed  the  proposition, 
they  had  failed  in  their  reasoning.  The 
arguments  against  it  had,  indeed,  amounted 
to  all  that  could  have  been  expected 
against  so  clear  and  obvious  a  proppsition; 
namely,  nothing  at  all.  He  was  now  to 
learn,  for  the  farst  time,  that  they  were 
first  to  decide  what  should  be  law*,  and 
then  to  ask  the  Judges  what  was  the  law; 
they  were  first  to  enact,  and  then  to  ask 
for  explanation.  The  noble  and  learned 
lord  had  said,  that  he  had  never  heard  of 
any  doubt  upon  the  subject ;  this  was 
most  extraordinary  ;  they  had  heard  in 
the  course  of  the  week  of  a  want  of  com- 
munication amongst  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters, and  here  it  appeared,  that  a  clause 
had  been  expressly  inserted  in  the  bill  in 
consequence  of  this  doubt,  which  stated 
the  doubt,  and  the  introduction  of  which 
had  been  assented  to  by  one  of  the  col- 
leagues of  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  and 
yet  the  noble  and  learned  lord  had  never 
heard  of  any  doubt  upon  the  subject !  It 
seemed,  however^  that  instead  of  now  as- 
certaining what  the  law  was,  the  parties 
interested  in  that  explanation  were  to  have 
a  beautiful  law-suit  and  a  delicious  doubt ; 
they  were  to  go  into  ^  court  of  law,  and 
then  they  were  to  appeal  to  that  house, 
where  there  were  already  upwards  of  one 
hundred  appeals  undecided,  and  then  to 
wait  till  this  (|uestion  could  be  decided, 
when  it  might  now  be  explained  without 
any  litigation  !  The  noble  and  learned 
lord  had  talked  of  disguising  the  question 
respecting  the  catholics  ;  it  was  perfectly 
well  known  that  the  catholics  were  ex- 
cluded berause  they  would  not  take  cer- 
tain oaths  ;  but  in  this  case,  it  was  the 
catholics  alone  who  were  excluded,  and 
the  exclusion  did  not  apply  to  any  other 
persons.  His  lordship  said,  that  the  noble 
lord  had  contended,  that  the  case  might  be 
decided  in  due  course  of  law,  and  that  the 
Judges  mi^t  give  their  opinion  upon  that 
case  when  brought  before  the  house,  and 
if  it  should  be  thought  adviseable  at  afdture 
period  to  open  the  direction  of  the  bank  to 
catholics  it  might  be  done.  With  respect 
to  the  former  part  of  the  argument,  it  went 
to  encourage  litigation  of  the  most  trou- 
blesome and  vexatious  nature ;  and  con- 
sidering the  mass  of  appeals  now  before 
the  house,  when  could  this  case  be  de- 
cided ?  With  respect  to  the  latter  part  of 
the  argument  he,  for  one,  was  of  opinion, 
that  when  this  act  should  have  once; 
passed,  no  remedy  could  be  apphed  to  the 
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evil  in  the  course  of  thirty  years,  for  which 
'  the  charter  was  granted.  On  all  these 
grounds,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
a  question  ought  to  be  proposed  to  the 
Judges  respecting  the  law  of  the  case. 

The  house  then  divided  upon  lord  Gren- 
ville's  motion : 

Contents    -     16;   Proxies  17 — 33 
Not-contents  42 ;    Proxies  52 — 94 
Majority     -    — 61 


HOUSE  OF  COMMOI<rS. 

Thursday,  June  16. 

[Finance  Committee.]  Mr.  Whitbread 
rose  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  question 
to  an  hon.  gent  in  his  eye,  the  answer  to 
which  appeared  to  him  necessary  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  public.  As  the  session 
was  drawing  to  a  close,  it  was  desirable 
to  ascertain,  whether  or  not  the  house  and 
the  country  were  to  expect  a  report  from 
the  committee,  at  the  head  of  which  that 
hon.  gent,  so  worthily  presided.  Rumours 
were  afloat,  that  a  Report  of  a  very  import- 
ant nature  had  been  decided  upon  in  the 
committee.  He  was  sure  that  the  hon. 
gent,  would  not  take  it  ill  to  be  thus  ques- 
tioned on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Bankes,  while  he  allowed  that  the 
Question  put  by  the  hon.  gent,  was  a  per- 
fectly fiair  one,  declared  that  really  he 
hardly  knew  how  to  answer  it.  He  could 
only  say,  that  for  his  own  part,  nothing 
had  been  wanting  to  enable  tne  committee 
to  lay  before  the  house  their  report.  Du- 
ring the  present  session  almost  every  hour 
which  was  not  occupied  by  his  duty  in 
the  house  had  been  devoted  to  his  duty 
.above  stairs.  So  far  back  as  before  the 
Easter  recess,  he  had  laid  before  the  com- 
.  mittee  the  materials  of  a  report  which  was 
complete  as  far  as  it  related  to  himself  to 
make  it  so.  Unfortunately,  a  considerable 
difierence  of  opinion  existed  in  the  com- 
ipittee  on  the  subject  of  that  report,  and 
the  discussions  upon  it  had  proceeded  to  a 
much  greater  length  than  could  have  been 
expected  or  foreseen.  Those  discussions 
still  continued.  He  could  only  repeat, 
that  nothing  should  be  wanting  on  his  part 
to  bring  them  to  a  speedy  termination ; 
that  in  his  opinion  the  report  might  be  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  house  to-morrow ;  and 
that  he  should  very  much  lament  that  the 
circumstances  which  he  had  mentioned 
should  operate  to  delay  the  presentation  of 
it  beyond  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Whitbread  thanked  the  hon.  ^ent. 
for  his  candid  explanation,  and  disclaimed 


the  slightest  intention  to  impute  any  blame 
to  a  gentleman,  who,  by  the  anxiety 
which  he  uniformly  manifested  for  the 
public  service,  was  entitled  to  the  complete 
confidence  of  the  house  and  of  the  coun- 
try.— Mr.  Whitbread  was  proceeding  to 
express  the  regret  which  he  felt  at  learning 
the  probability  that  no  report  from  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  would  be  presented  du- 
ring the  present  session,  when  he  was  called 
to  order  by '  the  Speaker,  who  observed, 
that  there  was  no  question  before  the 
house. 

[Commutation  of  Tythes  in  Ireland.] 
Mr.  3f.  Fitz^ald,  (knight  of  Kern')  in 
what  he  was  about  to  say,  disclaimed  all  idea 
of  any  wish  to  embarrass  government.  In 
at  all  touching  on  thi^ subject,  he  was  anxi- 
ous chiefly  for  two  things ;  first,  that  minis- 
ters should  not  suppose,  from  the  paucity  of 
petitions,  ^at  the  question  was  not  one  of 
very  general  interest  in  Ireland,  or.  which 
they  were  on  that  account  entitled  to  un- 
dervalue; secondly,  he  was  anxious  to 
prevent  the  people  of  Ireland  from  feeling 
any  thing  like  distrust  in  those  who  were  to 
bring  forward  these  petitions.  He  felt  him- 
self &und  to  refute  the  calumnies  which  had 
been  propagated,  alleging  that  the  distur- 
bances in  his  county  had  been  occasioned 
by  the  meeting  to  consider  of  the  petition 
in  question.  It  might  be  sufficient,  in 
answer  to  this  calumny,  to  state,  that  these 
disturbances  had  existed  for  years  before, 
and  that,  after  the  meeting  to  consider  of, 
the  Commutation  of  Tythes,  they  had 
abated  rather  than  increased.  The  same 
he  could  also  state  as  to  other  petitions. 
AnotFier  stigma  attempted  to  be  fixed  on 
the  favourers  of  this  measure  was,  that  an 
improper  advantage  was  sought  to  be  got 
for  the  land  owners,  at  the  expence  of  the 
church.  For *his  part,  he  disclaimed  every 
idea  of  the  kind.  He  wished  that  the 
church  and  clergy  should  have  their  rights 
preserved  entire ;  but  that  the  present 
mode  of  levying  the  tythes  should  be 
commuted  for  one  more  equal  and  less 
burthensome.  This  was  no  cktholic  ques- 
tion ;  it  did  not  partake  of  a  religious  feel- 
ing ;  it  was  supported  by  the  county  of 
Armagh,  than  which  no  county  in  Ireland 
was  more,  or  rather  so  completely,  protcs- 
tant.  It  was  a  measure  wished  for  by 
all  classes,  and  even  by  the  protestani 
clergy.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that 
the  petitions  were  so  numerous  as  to 
entitle  him  to  allege  that  it  was  at  the  mo- 
ment a  measure  ofnecessity ;  therefore  he 
should  not  urge  referring  tne  petition  to  a 
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and  in  a  manner  less  repugnant  to  their 
feelings. 

Mr.  Burton  was  by  no  means  of  opinion 
that  this  was  an  easy  subject.  In  that  part 
of  England,  where  tor  many  years  he  had 
been  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  bis  pro- 
fessional duties,  the  adjustment  of  tithes 
bad  ever  been  attended  with  i^ore  com- 
plication and  difficulty  than  any  other 
matter  which  had  fallen  under  his  notice; 
and  he  had  just  been  told  by  an  hon.  friend 
near  him,  that  in  the  county  of  Devon  a 
very  vigorous  attempt  which  had  been 
made  to  arrange  the  commutation  of  tithes 
had  been  abandoned,  on  the  experience 
of  the  impossibility  of  success. 

Mr.  Sheridan  trusted  that  the  people  of 
Ireland  would  not  relax  in  their  petitions 
to  parliament  on  this  subject,  fully  con- 
*  vinced.  as  he  was  that  whatever  might  be 
said  by  his  majesty's  government,  it  was 
to  parliament  alone  tlmt  eventually  they 
must  look  for  redress.  He  completely 
differed  from  the  hon.  and  learned  gent, 
who  had  just  spoken,  with  respect  to  the 
nature  of  the  difficulties  by  which  this 
subject  was  surrounded.  In  his  opinion 
they  were  difficulties  which  a  little  atten* 
tion  might  obviate.  In  cases  of  inclosure 
they  were  obviated  at  present,  and  he 
could  not  conceive  \Vhy  the  principles 
which  applied  to  inclosures  might  not  be 
generally  diffused  over  the  whole  system 
of  the  country.  While  he  was  on  his  legs 
he  would  say  a  few  \i'ords  on  a  subject  in 
which  he  was  more  personally  concerned. 
At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, in  consequence  of  the  passing  of  two 
bills,  which  as  they  were  now  legislative 
acts,  he  would  not  characterise  in  the 
terms  of  abhorrence  which  Justly  belonged 
to  them,  he  had  given  a  solemn  notice  of 
his  intention  early  in  the  present  seilsion 
of  parliament,  to  move  for  a  committee  to 
examine  the  general  state  of  Ireland.  On 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  however,  he 
had  been  induced  by  the  recommendation 
of  those  to  whose  advice  he  must  ever 
listen  with  deference  on  all  subjects,  and 
more  especially  on  every  thing  which  re- 
lated to  Ireland,  to  postpone  his  motion 
until  after  the  discussion  of  the  Catholic 
Petition ;  a  discussion,  the  good  effects  of 
which  on  the  general  feeling  of  the  house 
and«of  the  country,  were  very  plainly  dis- 
cernible. Since  that  discussion  he  had 
been  induced  still  iurtber  to  delay  his  mo- 
tion by  various  motives,  of  which  the  ap- 
proaching coHsideration  of  the  subject  im- 
mediately before  the  house,  was  one  of  the 


committee  at  present.  He  left  it  with  mi- 
nisters, assuring  them  that  the  commuta- 
tion of  ty thes  was  necessary,  and  that  no 
time  was  to  be  lost,  afrer  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session  of  parliament,  -  in 
bringing  it  forward.  He  then  moved,  that 
the  petition  from  the  county  of  Kerry  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  availed 
himself  of  the  opportunity  afforded  him  by 
the  right  hon.  gent.^s  motion,  distinctly  to 
state  that  it  was  the  intention  of  his  ma- 
jesty's government  seriously  to  consider 
this  business,  of  the  importance  of  which 
they  were  completely  convinced.  He  had 
already  paid  considerable  attention  to  it 
himself,  but  he  regretted  to  observe,  that 
the  further  he  went  into  the  examination, 
the  more  arduous  did  the  task  appear,  .and 
that  the  undertaking  of  applying  a  remedy 
to  the  evil,  appeared  to  b^  beset  with  diffi- 
culties almost  insurmountable.  He  re- 
peated, however,  that  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  remove  them. 

Mr.  Pamell  expressed  his  satisfriction  at 
the  sentiments  which  the  house  had  just 
heard  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Pomonby  considered  this  to  be  a 
question  of  importance  to  the  wellrbeing 
of  Ireland.  Any  new  mode  of  levying  the 
tithes  did,  indeed,  present  numberless  ob- 
stacles: he  hoped,  however,  they  were 
not  insurmountable,  but  such  as  might  be 
overcome  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  paities 
by  time  and  patience.  He  reposed  all  con- 
fidence in  government  that  every  means 
would  be  adopted  to  accomplish  this  ob- 
ject 

General  Mathew  stated,  that  he  held  in 
his  hand  a  Petition  on  the  subject  from  the 
county  of  Tipperary,  but  that  after  what 
had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  gent,  he 
should  refrain  from  presenting  it. 

Sir  G.  Hill  was  anxious  to  know  whe- 
ther- or  not  his  majesty's  government  in- 
tended to  take  into  their  consideration  the 
commutation  of  tithes  in  England  as  well 
as  in  Ireland.  He  deprecated  any  inter- 
ference on  this  point  m  the  one  country 
which  did  not  extend  to  the  other. 

Mr.  Herbert  recommended,  in  strong 
terms,  the  measure  of  a  commutation,  which 
he  was  convinced  would  not  be  attended 
with  any  insuperable  difficulty,  and  which 
he  was  satisfied  would  be  as  acceptable  to 
the  clergy  as  to  the  laity.  He  knew  se- 
veral instances  in  which  clergymen  had 
declared  to  him  that  they  would  be  v^illing 
to  abate  a  sixth  of  their  clerical  revenue, 
if  it  could  be  collected  with  more  facility. 
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most  weighty ;  and  as  that  had  been  post- 
poned until  so  late  a  period,  he  should 
abandon  all  intention  of  bringing  forward 
his  motion  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  thanked  his  right  hon. 
friend  for  his  condescension ;  stating  that 
he  had  made  the  application,  from  an  un- 
willingness again  so  suddenly  to  agitate 
a  question  which,  so  far  from  tranquillizing 
the  people  of  Ireland,  must  have  had  a 
contrary  efiect. 

Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  Bastard,  sir  W.  Elford. 
and  Mr.  Lockhart,  each  said  a  few  words ; 
after  which,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  obtained  leave 
to  withdrajw  his  motion. 

[Expiring  Laws  Bill.]  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  house  going  into  a  committee 
on  the  bill  for  remedying  inconveniences 
resulting  from  the  expiration  of  certain 
laws. 

Mr.  Sheridan  objected  to  the  Speaker's 
leaving  the  chair.  Why  did  not  ministers 
prevent  those  inconveniences  which  they 
now  called  upon  parliament  to  remedy  ^ 
It  was  in  their  power  to  have  prevented 
the  evil,  and  why  had  they  not  done  so  ? 
They  knew  what  laws  were  about  to  ex- 
pire, and  why  had  they  not  provided  in 
due  time?  It  appeared  to  be  a  bill  which 
might  be  well  entitled,  'A  bill  for  the 
better  encouraging  the  laziness,  indolence 
and  neglect  of  his  majesty's  ministers.'  It 
was  too  uniformly  assumed  that  the  bill 
would  pass.  The  act  which  was  to  be  con* 
tinued  might  have  expired  before  the  bill 
for  reviving  it  had  passed,  and  thus  the  of- 
fence proscribed  asrainst  cease  to  be  crimi- 
nal, or  on  the  other  hand,  what  was  infinite- 
ly more  serious,  that  which  had  ceased  to  be 
criminal,  might,  by  a  sort  of  latent  revival, 
become  suddenly  penal,  and  thus  a  man 
mi^ht  inadvertently  be  guilty  of  a  crime, 
and  hanged  in  a  parenthesis.  He  thought 
the  bill  replete  with  absurdities,  and  no 
consideration  would  incline  him  to  yield 
to  the  motion  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
chair,  unless  it  was  that  of  having  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  high  authority  and  parlia- 
mentary experience  in  the  committee. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  contend- 
ed, that  this  measure  was  not  a  violation 
of  the  usages  of  parliament  for  centuries ; 
because  the  session  of  parliament,  accord- 
ing to  parliamentary  usage,  was  considered 
but  as  one  day.  It  was  only  a  few  years 
ago  that  an  act  was  passed  to  provide  that 
acts  of  parliament  were  to  have  efiect  from 
the  day  of  passing ;  whereas,  antecedently, 
all  acts. had  reference  to  the  first  day  of 


the  session  in  which  they  were  passed. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  seemed  to  think  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  ministers  to  attend  to 
the  acts  that  were  likely  to  expire,  but  did 
not  seem  to  be  aware  that  a. committee 
was  appointed  at  the  commencement  of 
every  session  to  inquire  what  bills  were 
likely  to  expire,  and  if  any  neglect  took 
place,  it  was  the  act  of  the  bouse.  But 
in  the  view  taken  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
he  did  not  seem  to  be  aWare  that  this  bill 
was  not  to  have  effect  by  imposing  penal- 
ties, confiscations,  or  forfeitures;  it  was 
only  to  continue  authorities  to  maintaitt 
jurisdictions,  until  the  enactment  of  the 
continuing  IhII.  Therefore  the  execution 
in  the  parenthesis  alluded  to  by  the  right 
hon.  gent,  could  not  take  place  under  this 
bill.  It  would  do  much  good,  and  could 
do  no  injury. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  thanked  the  right  hon. 
gent,  for  having  attended  to  the  suggestion 
made  by  him  respecting  the  inexpediency 
of  continuing  penalties  by  this  bill,  when 
he  had  first  mentioned  the  subject.  The 
objections  of  his  right  hon.  friend  would 
have  been  unanswerable  against  the  ori- 
ginal bill,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  pro- 
viso introduced  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
for  excepting  penalties.  But,  certainly, 
the  introduction  of  that  proviso  removed  a 
great  part  of  these  objections  ;  and,  with 
this  proviso,  hethouglit  that  the  bill  might 
be  productive  of  benefit  in  certain  cases. 
— ^The  house  then  went  into  a  committee. 

Mr.  SherUian  renewed  his  objections  to 
the  principle,  and  thought  it  was  an  ad- 
mission of  the  indolence  of  his  majesty's 
ministers. — ^The  bill  then  passed  through 
the  committee. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 


Friday,  June  17. 
[Droits  of  Admiralty.]  The  Earl  of 
Suffolk  rose  to  make  his  promised  motion 
relative  to  the  Droits  of  Admiralty.  He 
observed,  that  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
troubling  their  lordships  in  regard  to  any 
subject  which  he  might  think  proper  to 
present  to  their  attention.  Previous  to  the 
present,  he  had  taken  several  opportunities 
of  making  inquiries  r^ative  to  the  appro- 
priation of  the  Droits  of  Admiralty,  the 
amount  of  ^hich  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
crown  was  certainly  greater  than  it  bad 
been  at  any  former  period.  It  Was  highly 
important,  that  the  people  of  this  country* 
should  know  wliat  was  likely  to  become  ^ 
the  property  now  vested  m  the  crowB^ 
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and  accruing  from  the  seizure  of  the  Dan- 
ish property.  Count  Stahreniberg>  before 
his  departure,  had  said,  that  unless  the 
Danish  property  was  restored,  he  had 
authority  from  bis  court  to  say  that  no 
peace  on  the  part  of  Europe  could  pos- 
sibly take  place  with  this  country*  No 
reflection  could  be  more  melancholy  than 
the  event  of  this  transaction  ;  it  hod  dis- 
graced the  English  character  in  the  eyes 
of  the  continent ;  and  when  he  recollected 
the  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  in  respect 
to  the  seizure  of  the  Spanish  frigates,  it 
impressed  upon  his  mind  how  much  more 
beneficial  it  micht  have  been  for  the  suc- 
cess of  our  wariare  with  France,  and  our 
situation  in  respect  to  the  Spanish  fleet 
at  Cadiz,  if  our  behaviour  at  that  time  had 
been  more  honourable.  Before  that  pe- 
riod, the  name  of  an  Englishman  was  a 
passport  through  every  province  of  that 
kingdom,  but  afterwards  our  character 
sunk,  and  became  almost  despised.  In- 
deed, if  the  crown,  without  any  inquiry 
on  the  part  of  the  public,  was  permitted 
to  devote  this  money,  particularly  such  a.n 
enormous  sum,  to  its  own  purposes,  he  con- 
ceived it  possible  for  an  administration  to 
commence  and  protract  a  war  for  the  ob- 
ject of  plunder  which  might  be  gained 
from  the  enemy  in  this  way.  On  this 
ground  the  public  anxiety  was  justly 
raised,  and  they  had  a  right  to  consider 
this  question  of  the  greatest  importance. 
In  the  present  reign  we  might  have  no- 
thing to  apprehend,  but  still  it  was  extra- 
ordinary, that  no  answer  had  been  re- 
turned to  the  frequent  inquiries  made  res- 
pecting the  appropriation  of  this  money. 
During  the  reign  of  that  unprincipled 
monarch,  Charles  II.  whose  being  pen- 
sioned by  the  French  king,  justly  entitled 
him  to  be  called  an  unprincipled  monarch, 
such  sums  of  money  might  have  been  dis- 
posed of  in  the  most  unconstitutional  man- 
ner. The  American  war  produced  to  the 
clrown  a  vast  accession  of  this  property, 
but  he  believed  only  a  certain  portion  was 
applied  to  its  own  use.  Perhaps  the  an- 
swer returned  by  the  noble  secretary  op- 
posite would  be,  that  the  amount  of  the 
property  taken  from  the  Danes  Mjas  not 
yet  ascertained,  but  he  thought  the  amount 
must  have  been  known,  by  its  having 
been  estimated  at  a  million  and  a  hak. 
However,  the  public  anxiety  had  been  a 
sufficient  ground  for  his  troubling  the 
house  upon  this  occasion,  and  therefore  he 
should  move,  "  That  certain  papers,  rela- 
tive to  the  amount  of  the  property  taken 
.    Vol.  XI, 


from  the  Danes,  should  be  laid  upon  the 
table.'' 

Lord  Hafwkesbwry  observed ,  that  whatever 
information  the  noble  earl  might  have  re- 
ceived about  the  amount,  it  could  only 
proceed  from  speculation,  no  returns  hav- 
ing '  yet  been  made,  as  the  sales  of  the 
property  had  not  been  effected.  But 
whenever  the  returns  could  be  made,  and 
they  came  regularly  before  the  house,  he 
would  then  give  his  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Lord  Holland  thought  the  question  of 
the  greatest  importance  ,'  the  more  pecu- 
liarly so,  since  the  practice  had  prevailed 
for  these  forty  years  past,  of  seizing  upon 
foreign  property  before  the  declaration  of 
hostilities.  The  Droits  of  Admiralty  had 
increased  to  an  enormous  extent ;  and 
yet,  in  arranging  the  Civil  List  revenue, 
no  regard  had  been  paid  to  them,  and  we 
had  been  called  upon  no  less  than  five 
times  within  not  a  great  space  of  time  to 

f>ay  off'  the  debts  contracted  on  the  civil 
ist,  besides  augmenting  considerably  that 
revenue.  The  question,  therefore,  was 
one  well  worthy  of  their  lordships'  atten- 
tion ;  and  although  he  would  advise  his 
noble  friend  to  withdraw  his  motion  for 
the  present,  yet  he  hoped  he  would  per- 
severe in  bringing  it  again  forward  in  a 
future  session. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  said,  that  afler  what 
he  had  heard  from  the  noble  secretary  of 
state  and  his  noble  friend,  he  had  no 
objection  to  withdraw  his  motion,  but 
pledged  himself  to  bring  it  forward  again. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  Lord  Hawkes^ 
bury,  on  the  motion  for  their  lordships' 
going  into  a  committee  on  the  Local  Militia 
bill,  rose  and  stated,  that  the  principle  of 
this  bill  went  not  only  to  provide  for  the 
present  exigency,  but  was  intended  as  a 
great  permanent  measure  of  national  de- 
rence.  In  a  new  system  of  this  kind^  it 
was  not  expected  that  it  should  be  devoid 
of  imperfections ;  but  he  thought  the  ge- 
neral policy  of  the  measure  could  not  be 
denied.  It  must  be  confessed,  that  the 
present  situation  of  the  world  was  such  as 
demanded  all  our  exertions  to  place  this 
country  in  a  state  of  defence  which  should 
bid  defiance  to  every  attempt  that. could 
be  made  agaiast  her.  The  volunteer  sys- 
tem was  not  one  which  he  should  object  to 
as  far  as  it  went,  but  it  was  a  system  which, 
could  not  altogether  be  depended  on, 
whei^  practically  viewed,  because  its  effi- 
cacy rested  entirely  upo}i  the  spirit  which 
might  prevail  at  the  time,  and  which 
might  dwindle  and  evaporate.    This  conr 
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sideration,  therefore,  was  anticipated  by 
the  present  bill,  as  it  would  go  to  provide 
a  remedy  for  such  an  occurrence  ;  besides, 
this  force,  he  thought,  would  be  more 
efficient  than  even  the  volunteers.  He 
begged  also  to  inform  their  lordships,  that 
the  present  volunteer  force  was  fixed  at 
370,000,  of  which  upwards  of  277,000 
were  efficient  by  the  returns.  When, 
therefore,  the  amount  of  the  other  forces 
of  the  nation  was  considered,  together  with 
the  means  to  be  resorted  to  by  the  present 
bill,  tlft  country  might  Iook  with  proud 
confidence  to  measures  which  would  thus 
secure  its  permanent  safety.  It  had  been 
suggested  that  an  armed  peasantry  would 
have  been  better  to  have  recourse  to  in 
Case  of  an  invasion ;  but  he  thought,  that 
however  formidable  they  might  be  in  a 
mountainous  country,  they  were  not  so 
well  adapted  for  our  island  as  a  local 
militia,  which  was  now  to  be  grafted  on 
the  volunteers,  and  intended  not  only  to 
supply  their  place,  in  case  of  any  dfiefi- 
ciency  arising  from  them,  but  was  to  be 
a  measure  to  be  persevered  in  whether  the 
country  should  be  at  war  or  in  peace,  and 
was  so  calculated  as  to  be  carried  into 
effect  without  injury  to  the  civil  employ- 
ments of  those  to  whose  lot  it  might  fall 
to  give  their  services. 

The  Earl  of  Selkirk  did  not  rise  to  op- 

Eose  going  into  the  committee  upon  this 
ill,  for  he  sincerely  concurred  with  the 
noble  secretary  of  state  in  the  sentiments 
he  had  expressed. with  regard  to  the*  prin- 
ciple of  the  measure.  He  agreed  that  the 
measure  should  be  made  as  conformable 
as  possible  with  the  civil  occupations 
of  the  subject :  he  agreed  that,  however 
zealous  and  active  the  volunteer  force 
might  be,  and  for  which  he  gave  it  am- 
ple credit,  yet  it  was  not  wholly  to  be 
depended  upon  ;  he  regretted,  however, 
that  the  measure  was  not  of  greater  extent, 
and  more  adapted  to  general  principles. 
After  taking  an  extensive  view  of  the  dif- 
ferent local  forces  of  the  country,  the 
noble  earl  proceeded  to  recommend,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  system,  that  instead  of 
ballot,  an  enrolment  of  all  the  young  men 
of  the  country,  from  the  age  of  1 8  to  25, 
should  take  place  ;  that  there  should  nei- 
ther be  substitution  nor  purchase,  but  that 
it  should  equally  affect  every  class  of  his 
majesty's  subjects.  He  concluded  with 
declanng  his  intention  to  move  some 
amendments  in  the  committee. 

The  Earl  of  Buckinghanuhire  approved 
most  cordially  of  the  measure  as  grafted 


on  the  volunteers,  whith  measure  was  well 
suited,  in  his  opinion,  to  the  defence  of 
the  country.  His  lordship  then  said,  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  use  hard  woi^ds  towards 
any  foreign  power,  but  he  could  not  help 
remarking,  that  the  atrocities  of  Buona- 
parte were  great,  and  that  he  was  sedulously 
to  be  watched.  For  although  his  armies 
might  be  driven  out  of  Spain  by  the  ener- 
gy of  the  Spaniards,  and  by  their  enthu- 
siasm in  defence  of  their  liberties,  yet  it 
was  not  necessarily  to  follow,  that  France 
would  cease  to  be  dangerous  to  this  conn- 
try.  But  if  he  was  successful  in  crushing 
the  present  ebullitions  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
obtained  possession  of  both  Spain  and 
Portugal,  he  would  be  truly  dangerous  to 
this  country  ;  as  he  could  with  more  faci- 
lity from  those  countries  attack  us  on  the 
side  of  Ireland.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
ministers  would  seriously  weigh  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  be  prejpared  for  the  event, 
and  could  not  refi-am  trom  expressing  his 
anxious  wish  that  something  should  be 
done,  by  which  they  could  obtain  the 
militia  of  Ireland  for  the  defence  of  this 
part  of  the  united  km^om,^  by  giving 
Ireland'an  equivalent  defence  in  return. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  had  observed  with 
Tegret,  that  the  volunteers  had  been  un- 
dervalued, and  that  they  were  said  to  be 
badly  disciplined  ;  but  m  that*  part  of  the 
island  where  he  had  particular  opportuni- 
ties of  knowing  what  the  volunteers  were, 
he  ^^'as  so  convinced  of  their  efficiency, 
that  he  would  cheerfully  head  them 
against  any  force  that  could  be  opposed  to 
them  by  invasion.  It  was  true  that  they 
, could  not  be  expected  to  be  so  well  disci- 
plined, or  so  good,  as  veteran ,  troops  that 
had  been  frequently  in  the  fieVd,  but  there 
was  no  comparison  to  be  made  between 
them,  and  those  intended  to  be  raised  by 
the  present  bill,  as  he  considered  the 
former  infinitely  superior  in  every  respect, 
A  rumour  had  prevailed  that  although  the 
volunteers  in  Scotland  might  be  good,  yet 
those  in  the  southern  part  of  the  island 
wer^  not  so  well  disciplined ;  but  suppose^ 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  it  was  so, 
although  he  did  not  know  it  to  be  true, 
did  it^ollow  that  they  could  not  be  ren- 
dered as  efficient  if  proper  measures  were 
to  be  pursued  ?  He  had  no  doubt  that  it 
would  be  so,  but  unfortunately  na  ste|>s 
were  taken  to  keep  up  the  patiiotic  spirit 
among  the  volunteers;  on  the  contrary, 
they  had  been,  for  some  reason  or  other* 
cried  down. 

Lord  Hmvktibury  explained,  tliat  lie  did 
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not  mean  to  cast  the  least  reflection  upon 
the  volunteers. 

Lord  Holland  was  not  averse  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  as  far  as  it  proposed  a 
substitution  for  the  volunteers,  which  he 
did  not  approve  of  as  a  means  of  defence ; 
and  although  the  noble  secretary  of  state 
weuld  not  allow  that  he  meant  it  as  a  sub- 
stitution £oT  the  volunteers,  yet  the  plan 
as  he  stated  it,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the 
bill,  went  to  produce  that  effect.  But  al- 
though he  approved  of  the  principle,  yet 
the  manner  of  carrying  it  on  did  not  meet 
his  approbation ;  for  he  could  have  wished 
it  had  been  assimilated  more  nearly  to  the 
ancient  militia,  or  that  his  right  hon. 
friend's  Training  act  had  been  carried  for- 
ward, which,  although  liabfc  to  some  ob- 
jections, might  have  been  rendered  far 
more  beneficial  and  advantageous  to^  the 
country.  Enrolment  was  far  prefei*able  to 
compulsory  means,  such  as  were  to  be  re- 
sorted to  by  the  bill ;  as  it  was  not  to  be 
expected,  that  the  men  procured  by  the 
latter,  would  act  with  such  energy  against 
an  invading  enemy,  when  under  the  con- 
sideration that  they  were  impelled  to  serve. 
The  noble  lord  said,  he  approved  of  the 
observations  that  had  fallen  from  a  noble 
earl  oa  the  cross  bench,  relative  to  Spain 
and  Ireland ;  for  although  a  gleam  of  hope 
held  out  the  idea  that  the  glorious  struggle 
of  the  Spaniards  would  ultimately  prove 
successful  as  to  them,  yet  it  did  not  follow 
of  conse^quence  that  France  would  not  still 
be  formidable;  and  if  she  still  should  re- 
main so,  it  behoved  ministers  to  conciliate 
the  Irish,  without  which,  all  their  schemes 
of  defence  in  this  country  were  illusory. 

Viscount  Sidmoutk  supported  the  mea- 
sure, but  did  not  think  with  his  noble 
firiend  (lord  Selkirk),  that  an  armed  pea- 
santry constituted  the  best  force  against 
an  enemy ;  at  the  same  time  that  he  ap- 
proved of  the  genei-al  principle,  he  thought 
that  all  adults  from  eighteen  to  twenty-one 
should  serve  without  distinction,  without 
exemption  or  purchase,  and  this  would  in- 
spire them  with  a  military  ardour  and 
spirit :  this  he  thought  would  place  the 
country  out  of  the  reach  of  any  hostile 
attack.  His  lordship  wished  to  see  the 
militia  of  Ireland  so  incorporated  with  the 
militia  of  England,  that  both  should  become 
the  actual  militia  of  the  united  kingdom  ; 
he  would  take  the  power  of  granting  com- 
DQinions  from  the  lords  lieutenant,  and 
vest  it  in  the  kmg,  like  the  regular  army, 
amd  army  of  reserve. 

l^he  Marqm  qf  Buckingham  supporte<} 


the  bill  in  general,  but  objected  to  that 
clause  which  subjected  the  Local  Militia 
to  the  mutiny  act.  He  stated  his  intention 
of  proposing  in  the  committee,  an  amen4- 
ment  to  that  clause,  by  which  it  should  be 
provided,  that  no  sentence  of  a  court  mar- 
tial for  inflicting  corporal  punishment 
should  be  carried  into  effect,  until  submijb- 
ted  to  his  majesty,  or  to  the  commander 
in  chief. 

Lord  Mv^a!ve  defended  the  bill  from 
the  attack  of  the  noble  baron,  who  had 
spoke  last  but  two.  With  respect  to  the 
clause  to  which  the  noble  baion  had  ascrib- 
ed such  a  selfish  character,  he  observed 
that  it  merely  went  to  prevent  insurances, 
which  had  ever  been  found  most  mischiev- 
ous to  the  individuals  who  engaged  in  them. 
As  to  what  the  noble  marquis  had  stated 
on  the  operation  of  the  mutiny  bill,  it  must 
be  evident  to  the  house  that  it  was  indis- 
pensable to  preserve  a  due  subordinations 
if  the  ranks  of  the  Local  Militia  were  filled 
from  the  lowest  classes  of  society,  such  a 
check  would  be  absolutely  necessary ;  if 
they  consisted  in  a  great  measure  of  indi- 
viduals of  a  superior  description,  their  con- 
duct would  be  such  as  to  render  any  exer- 
cise of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  superflu- 
ous. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  adverted  to  what 
had  been  said  on  the  subject  of  insurance, 
and  requested  noble  lords  to  inquire  what 
had  taken  place  in  their  own  families  in 
these  cases.  They  would  find  that  fre- 
quently those  of  their  servants  who  hdul 
not  insured  were  ballotted,  while  those  who 
had  insured,  escaped.  From  this  circum- 
stance it  might  fairly  be  inferred,  that  the 
insurers  had  some  uifluence  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  business.^-TThe  house  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committee.  The  di£Pe- 
rent  clauses  of  the  bill  underwent  a  discus- 
sion. Eventually  they  were  all  agreed  to, 
and  the  house  having  resumed,  the  repo^ 
was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


Fridaof,  June  17. 

[Copy-right Bill.!  Mr.  Villiers  i^oycd 
the  second  reading  of  the  Copy- right  |i>ill. 

Mr.  Abercrontby  thought  that  time  should 
be  allowed  for  the  due  consideration  qf  a 
subject,  in  which  the  interests  of  the  mo^t 
meritorious,  although,  perhaps,  not  t^e 
most  opulent,  class  of  the  community^ 
were  so  seriously  concemed. 

Mr.  VilUeri  saw  no  reason  for  further 
delay,  as  sufficient  time  vyouI4  y<^  be 
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afforded  for  every  reasonable  purpose. — 
After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  C.  Wynne, 
the  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  on  Wednesday. 

[Naval  Asylum.]  The  order  of  the 
day  being  read  for  the  house  to  resolve 
itselF  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved.  That 
the  several  estimates  on  the  table  foe 
referred  to  the  said  committee ;  and, 
amongst  others,  that  for  an  additional 
grant  towards  carrying  on  the  building  of 
the  Naval  Asylum  at  Greenwich. 

Sir  C.  Pole  opposed  the  grant ;  for* 
which,  he  said,  the  trustees  ought  not  to 
have  applied  to  parliament  while  they  had 
in  their  hands  a  sum  of  50,000/.  towards 
carrying  on  the  purposes  of  that  institu- 
tion, na  account  of  the  application  of 
which  was  laid  before  the  house,  nor  the 
interest  of  that  sum,  which  ought  also  to 
be  applied  to  th^  purposes  of  the  esta- 
blishment. He  said,  that  a  great  waste  of 
the  public  inoney  already  granted  had 
been  committed,  fn  paying  a  large  salary 
and  allowances  to  an  useless  and  unne- 
cessary officer ;  namely,  the  Auditor ;  and 
expended  in  building  for  him  a  house, 
with  extensive  gardens  and  offices.  There 
was  no  such  officer  in  the  Military  Asylum, 
and  he  thought  this  a  wasteful  profusion 
of  public  money  ;  and  towards  a  clergy- 
man, too,  who  possessed  two  valuable 
livings  in  Ireland,  upon  which  it  was  his 
duty  to  reside,  and  which,  in  t\it  spirit  of 
the  act  latety  passed  in  that  house,  he 
ought  to  be  obliged  to  do.     He  objected 

\  also  to  the  employment  of  a  surgeon  with 
a  large  salary,  house,  and  offices,  who 
never  had  beerr  ii^  the  navy  ;  because  he 
thought,  that  all  officers  of  a  naval  insti- 
tution ought  to  be  naval  men,  and  that  this 

'  institution,  by  employing  men  wholly  un- 
connected with  the  navy,  was  rather  a 
discouragement  to  the  navy  than  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  Rose  expressed  his  astonishment 
that  the  hon.  baronet  could  expect  that  a 
sum  of  50,000/.  which  was  the  donation  of 
private  persons,  and  given  expressly  on 
the  condition  of  providing  for  such  chil- 
dren of  seamen  as  they  should  recommend, 
was  to  be  applied  in  the  first  instance 
for  the  quite  different  purpose  of  carrying 
on  the  building  now  adopted  by  his  ma- 
jesty, and  sanctioned  bv  parliament.  He 
was  ready  to  give  the  Bon.  admiral  credit 
for  the  friendship  he  had  always  professed 
towards  the  navy ;  but  was  utterly  at  a 
loss  to  reconcile  that  profession  with  the 


hon.  admiral's  opposition  to  the  means  of 
carrying  on  the  building  of  an  Institution, 
where  1000  children,  the  orphans  of  sea- 
men, were  to  be  provided  for,  and  which 
must  actually  be  stopt,  if  the  means  were 
not  immediately  granted  for  continuing 
the  business  of  architecture ;  and  this 
merely  because  two  gentlemen  were  cm- 
ployed  as  officers  in  the  Institution,  who 
were  not  actually  naval  men.  He  was 
utterly  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this  perse- 
vering opposition  from  the  hon.  admiral, 
who,  while  he  professed  a  zeal  for  the  in- 
terests of  officers  in  the  navy,  was  actually, 
in  effect,  endeavouring  to  impede  objects 
most  interesting  to  the  fe€4in^  of  those 
officers.  There  was  a  school  mstituted  at 
Greenwich  Hospital,  designed  originally 
for  the  sons  of  naval  officers,  to  the  number 
of  200.  That  school  was  now  fiiU,  but 
not  entirely  with  the  children  of  officers, 
of  whom  there  were  but  73,  the  rest  being 
the  sons  of  common  seamen;  and  for  want 
of  room  the  son  of  an  admiral  was  now 
obliged  to  sleep  in  the  same  bed  with  one 
of  those  common  boys.  It  was  designed 
to  remove  from  the  school  to  the  Asylum  all 
the  children  of  common  seamen,  so  as  to 
leave  the  Institution  free  for  the  full  num- 
ber of  officers'  children  ;  and  yet  to  this 
intention,  the  hon.  admiral  was,  in  efiect, 
offering  every  opposition  in  his  power. 
As  to  the  gentleman  who  filled  the  office 
of  Auditor,  he  was  not  employed  by  the 
present  commissioners ;  they  found  him  in 
the  employment,  while  under  private  di- 
rection, and  they  thought  it  not  right  to 
discontinue  him.  But  he  begged  leave  to 
say,  there  was  an  officer  in  the  Military 
Asylum  to  execute  the  same  duties,  but  he 
was  under.the  denomination  of  Treasurer. 
The  Auditor  was  personally  quite  a  stran- 
ger to  him,  except  in  his  official  capacity, 
and  he  had  himself  inspected  the  house 
and  garden  allotted,  and  thought  them  by 
no  means  unreasonable  for  the  person  who 
filled  the  situation.  But  as  to  his  living 
in  Ireland,  and  his  own  residence  there,  it 
had  nothing  to  do  with  this  question,  so 
long  as  he  was  obliged,  by  the  strict  rules 
of  the  Asylum,  to  l)e  constantly  resident 
there,  or  resign  his  situation. 

The  house  then  resolved  into  the  Com- 
mittee, and  on  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  moving  for  the  sum  of  55,000f. 
for  the  Asylum, 

Sir  C  Pole  said,  that  his  motives  for 
persevering  were  the  same  which  had 
actuated  him  with  respect  to  Greenwich 
Ho^ital ;  namely,  to  preserve  the  ezdo- 
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siye  right  of  the  navy  to  the  official  ap- 
pointments originally  intended  for  them> 
but  which  principle  had  been  shamefully 
violated  in  the  case  of  Greenwich  Hospital. 
The  like  violation  of  principle  had  com- 
menced in  the  Naval  Asylom,  and  if  it  was 
.  not  resisted  in  the  outset,  he  should  expect 
shortly  to  see  the  governorship  there  con- 
.  ferred,  perhaps,  upon  some  German  cap- 
tain of  cavalry,  and  the  minor  situations 
filled  by  Hanoverian  subalterns  or  Ser- 
jeants, instead  of  British  naval  officers. 
He  would  not,  however,  divide  the  cum^ 
mittee. 

Mr.  ^miMamvindicated  the  motives  of 
the  hon.  admiral,  without  entering  into 
the  examination  of  his  objections.— -The 
Resolution  was  then  put  and  carried. 

[Conduct  of  MARauis  Wellesley — 
Carnatic  Question.]  Sir  T,  Twrton,  in 
rising  pursuant  to  his  notice,  felt  it  neces- 
sary to  premise  that,  whatever  might  be 
bis  individual  impression,  it  was  not  his 
intention,  in  consequence  of  his  deference 
to  the  decision  of  the  house,  to  submit  any 
Resolution  directly  tending  to  criminate 
the  character  of  the  noble  person,  whose 
measures  gave  rise  to  the  Resolutions  he 
had  to  propose.  But  he  considered  it  ne- 
cessary, in  vindication  of  the  justice  of 
this  country,  that  that  house  should  come 
to  some  Resolution  respecting  the  nature 
and  circumstances  of  the  transactions  in 
the  Carnatic,  and  also  declaratory  of  its 
intention  to  discountenance  such  proceed- 
ings hereafter.  The  hon.  baronet  there- 
fore, reserving  himself  for  that  oppor- 
tunity which  would  be  afibrded  him  by 
the  indulgence  of  the  house  in  reply, 
should  then  content  himself  with  moving 
his  two  remaining  Resolutions,  as  follows  : 
*'  That  it  appears  to  this  bouse,  that 
the  person  of  the  prince  Ally  Hussein, 
the  rightful  nabob  of  Arcot,  was  com- 
mitted to  the  custody  of  the  said  Azeem 
ul  Dowlah,  who  had,  through  the  undue 
exercise  of  the  power  of  the  company. 
Usurped  his  dominions ;  and  that  the  said 
prince  Ally  Hussein,  notwithstanding  the 
frequent  remonstrances  and  representa- 
tions made  to  the  British  government, 
by  himself  and  others,  of  the  humiliating 
and  degrading  state  to  which  he  and 
his  family  were  reduced  by  such  con- 
finement; notwithstanding  his  represeu- 
tations  ef  the  imminent  danger  to  his  life, 
which  he  anticipated  from  being  placed 
in  the  power  of  his  enemy  and  the  usurper 
of  his  throne;  was  suffered  to  continue 
in  such  custody,  until  the  6th  of  April, 


1802,  when  he  died."—"  That  policy, 
as  well  as  justice,  loudly  demands  the 
vindication  of  the  character  of  Great 
Britain  in  India,  from  the  reproach  of  the 
above  transactions ;  and  that  the  interests^ 
if  not  the  preservation,  of  our  empire  there, 
call  for  some  public  act,  which  will  con- 
vince the  native  princes,  that  a  religious 
adherence  to  its  engagements  will,  in  fu- 
ture,  characterize  the  Britisli  government 
Consistently  with  these  sentiments,  and  at 
a  time  when  our  implacable  enemy  at- 
tempts to  justify  his  atrocities  and  despot- 
ism in  Europe  by  the  example  of  our  con- 
duct in  India,  it  is  peculiarly  incumbent 
on  the  house,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of 
England,  to  declare  openly  to  the  world, 
that  the  British  parliament  never  did  or 
will  countenance  any  act  of  oppression 
and  injustice  in  its  Indian  government. 
And,  as  evidence  of  its  sincerity,  this  house 
resolves  forthwith  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  before-mentioned  act 
of  the  assumption  of  the  Carnatic,  the  al- 
leged motives  thereof,  and  the  particulars 
of  the  treatment  of  the  family  of  our  late 
ally,  the  nabob  Mahomed  Ally,  and  of  the 
prince  Ally  Hussein,  the  lawful  surcessor 
to  the  musnud  of  the  Carnatic;  and  that 
it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said  cor»mittce, 
to  inquire  into,  and  to  report,  whether  an^- 
and  what  reparation  can  or  oaght  to  be 
made  to  the  said  family,  for  the  injuries 
they  have  sustained  by  the  usurpation  of 
the  said  Azeem  ul  Dowlah ;  and  that  they 
may  further  report  their  opinion  by  what 
means  the  British  character  can  be  most 
eftectually  rescued  from  the  obloquy  and 
odium  incurred  from  the  above  conduct 
of  its  servants,  and  how  the  British  inter- 
ests in  India  may  be  best  secured  from  in- 
jury thereby." 

The  first  Resolution  being  read,  the  gal- 
lery was  cleared,  and  a  division  took  place : 

Ayes  1 1  ;    Noes  34-.      Majority  23 On 

re-entering  the  gallery,  we  found 

Sir  Samuel  Romiilj/  on  his  legs,  stating, 
that  although  convinced  of  the  culpability 
of  marquis  Wellesley,  he  did  not  impute 
to  him  corrupt  motives  or  personal  feel- 
ings. He  had  acted  in  a  manner  which 
he  conceived  to  be  for  the  advantage  of 
the  East  India  company  and  the  country : 
much  was  he  mistaken  in  so  conceiving! 
But  the  Question  was  not  upon  the  motives 
by  which  the  noble  marquis  was  actu- 
ated, but  whether  what  he  did  was  not 
prompted  by  a  false  ambition  for  the  ag- 
grandizement of  his  country ;  and  whether 
that  ambition  was  not  gratified  by  the  vio- 
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lation  of  every  principle  of  justice.  What 
effect  would  such  conduct  have  on  the 
British  character  >  It  was  said  the  good  of 
the  country  was  promoted,  It  was  for  the 
house  to  decide  on  this ;  the  materials 
were  before  them;  every  paper  was  pro- 
duced ;  they  were  masters  of  the  subject, 
and  it  was  for  them  to  determine  whether 
they  should  or  should  not  make  these  ac- 
tions their  own,  and  sanction  a  policy,  as 
it  appeared  to  him,  so  remote  from  wis- 
dom or  justice.  This  was  a  serious  and 
important  question ;  and  for  the  honour  of 
the  British  character,  he  was  grieved  to 
witness  such  a  division  as  had  just  taken 
place.  Of  late  years  many  wicked  and 
designing  men  had,  by  their  writings  and 
actions,  endeavoured  to  bring  the  parlia- 
ment of  the  country  into  contempt  They 
had  maliciously  attempted  to  bring  dis- 
grace on  the  legislature  of  the  empire ; 
but  he  would  seriously  ask,  whether  all 
such  persons  could  do,  or  any  species  of 
malice  or  abuse,  had  one-thousandth  part 
of  the  effect  of  such  a  cii'cumstance  as  this 
going  out  on  a  question  which  involved 
the  national  character  in  the  nearest  de- 
gree- for  policy,  justice,  and  humanity, 
with  only  four  or  five  members  more  than 
was  absolutely  requisite  to  decide  on  the 
most  unimportant  business.  This  was  not 
a  sound  tor  the  moment,  it  was  not  a 
transaction  to  be  speedily  forgotten.  The 
papers  now  before  them  would  be  read 
and  considered  by  future  ages.  It  was  not 
'the  character  of  the  governor-general  of 
India  alone,  it  was  the  character  of  the 
British  nation  which  would  be  recorded 
and  commented  on  by  the  historian. — 
From  his  pen  it  would  appear  to  fu- 
ture times^  that  afier  a  lapse  of  years, 
the  affairs  of  the  Camatic  were  brought 
before  the  British  parliament ;  that  every 
paper  and  species  of  information  was  in 
their  view ;  that  the  subject  had  been  fre- 
quently and  amply  discussed ;  and  that 
even  such  was  the  not^iety  of  the  circum- 
stances, that  not  a  single  member  could  be 
excused  for  not  being  perfectly  conversant 
with  them.  It  would  then  be  seen  that 
they  had  not  the  manliness  to  adopt  and 
applaud  those  measures,  but  that  they  en- 
deavoured to  get  rid  of  a  decision  upon 
them  by  miserable  previous  questions,  and 
other  unworthy  expedients.  It  would  be 
seen  that  the  very  confidential  ministers  of 
the  crown  had  never  delivered  their  opinions 
on  these  vast  objecU  of  policy  and  justice, 
and  those  who  read  the  story  would  won- 
der what  subject  could  possibly  be  of  suf- 


ficient importance  for  them  to  speak  upon. 
They  would  be  in  amaze,  and  utterly  at  a 
loss  to  divine  how  they  came  repeatedly 
to  vote  with  willing  majorities  on  so  grand 
a  question,  without  ever  having  the  con- 
descension to  express  their  sentiments,  or 
offer  their  reasons  for  so  determining. 
When  he  entered  the  house  he  had  no  de- 
sign of  being  the  first  to  bring  on  this  dis- 
cussion, and  was  astonished  to  see  that 
such  a  task  fell  on  him  by  the  mode  in 
which  the  question  (on  sir  Thomas  Tur- 
ton's  last  Resolution)  was  on  the  point  of 
being  disposed  of.  Thus  situated  he  might, 
perhaps,  be  guilty  of  some  repetitions.  He 
would  not,  however,  repeat  the  subsisting- 
treaties  between  the  nabob  of  the  Carnatic 
and  the  East  India  company,  or  debate  tfa^ 
question  whether  he  was  a  sovereign  prince 
or  a  vassal  of  the  companyl  In  one  res- 
pect, at  least,  he  was  independent ;  he  was 
put  in  the  situation  of  a  sovereign  prince 
by  the  treaty  negotiated  with  him  by  the 
company.  .  Even  after  the  pretended  re- 
cords of  his  treachery  were  discovered,  be 
was  not  used  as  a  rebel  who  had  thrown 
off  his  allegiance,  but,  as  an  indcpendaiit 
prince,  required  to  enter  into  a  new  treaty, 
— ^The  learned  cent,  then  went  into  a  detail 
of  the  papers  K>und  at  Serin^patam,  and 
read  extracts  from  the  Letter  from  marquis 
JrVellesley  to  lord  Clive,  on  the  occasion 
of  appomting  an  inquiry  thereupon,  to 
shew  that  a  resolution  was  formed,  whatever 
might  be  the  result  of  that  inquiry,  to 
seize  the  civil  and  military  government  of 
the  Carnatic.  These  letters  were  not  con- 
sidered as  sufficient  evidence  against  the 
nabob,  or  it  would  have  been  unnecessary 
to  examine  witnesses  on  the  occasion ;  nei- 
ther did  the  evidence  of  Ally  Rhezzi  prove 
that  the  nabob  was  hostile  to  the  British  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  shewed  that  the  most 
decided  enmity  subsisted  between  him  and 
Tippoo.  It  was,  therefore,  monstrous  to 
say  that  there  was  any  thing  in  these 
proofs,  as  they  were  called,  to  afiect  the 
nabob. — He  uien  commented  at  length  on 
the  instructions  given  to  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  examine  the  witnesses,  and 
asserted,  from  the  parts  he  read>  that  they 
were  intended  to  intimidate  them  to  give 
such  evidence  as  would  be  agreeable  to 
the  company,  upon  whom  they  were  en- 
tirely dependant.  Such  witnesses  woald 
npt  have  been  received  in  this  country^ 
and  he  was  glad  to  see  his  learned  friend 
(the  solicitor  general)  taking  notes  of  wkat 
he  said,  as,  being  accustomed  to  the  jus- 
tice of  Britain,  he  would  doubtless  be  pre* 
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paVed  to  shew  that  equal  justice  bad  been 
distributed  in  India.     This  examination 
must  have  been  either  judicial,  in  which 
case  the  accused  person  ought  to  have 
been  heard  in  his  defence,  or  it  must  have 
been  for  the  purpose  of  publishing  to  the 
world  a  justification  of  the  future  measures 
adopted  in  consequence  of  it.    If  the  latter, 
it  was  more  than  ever  incumbent  on  the 
commissioners  to  be  careful  that  no  grounds 
of  doubt  should  be  left.  But  what  was  the 
case  ?  The  examinations,  though  taken  in 
the  Persic  language,  were  put  down  in 
English,  and  the  reason  assigned  for  this 
was,  that  from  the  first  question  put  to  Ally 
Rhezzi,  the  examination,   it  was  found, 
would  not  take  the  turn  expected.    Thus, 
when  every  thing  turned  on  the  construc- 
tion of  an  ambiguous  sentence,  and  whe- 
ther certain  words  were  meant  as  compli- 
ments, or  had  some  concealed  meaning, 
instead  of  writing  down  these  words,  the 
commissioners  exercised  their  discretion, 
and  translated  them  into  another  language. 
Both  the  witnesses  e^aqnined  fully  excul- 
pated the  nabob.    The  evidence  of  Ally 
Khezzi  went  to  prove  nothing*  and  that  of 
Gholaum  Ally  Khan  was  reported  by  the 
commissioners  to  be  full  of  contradictions. 
But   what  was  the  construction  put  on 
these   examinations  by  lord  Wellesley? 
He  would  not  give  up  his  favourite  hypo- 
thesis against  the  nabob  of  the  Carnatic, 
but  he  said,  '  because  these  witnesses  will 
give  no  material  evidence,  they  must  have 
a  Imowledge  of  some  atrocious  fact,  which 
not  even  our  assurances  of  personal  for- 
giveness, and  even  reward,  will   induce 
Uicm  to  disclose.'     He  would  venture  to 
say,  that  such  a  construction  as  this  was 
unrivalled  in  the  ^nals  of  injustice.    The 
collection  of  the  judicial  atrocities  of  the 
darkest  times;  compiled  by  Voltaire,  did 
not  contain  such  a  fact.     Although  it  was 
known  to  the  witnesses  that  the  more  atro- 
cious  their  discoveries  were,  the   more 
agreeable  it  would  be  to  those  on  whom 
they  depended,  yet,  with  all  the  promises 
and  threats  held  out  in  the  Instructions 
before  their  e^es,  they  did  not  confirm  a 
single  suspicion  entertained  of  the  con- 
nection between  Omdut  ul  Omrah  and 
Tippoo  Sultan.     There  were  other  wit- 
nesses examined,  but  because  their  testi- 
mony d  if  1  not  establish  any  fact  consonant 
to  the  wishes  of  the  governor-general,  no 
notice  was  taken  of  the  facts  they  com- 
municated.— ^The  learned  gent,  now  turned 
his  attention  to  the  Cypher,   and .  com- 
mented on  the  very  great  improbability  of 


any  such  mode  of  correspondence  being 
adopted  in  a  communication  on  indifferent 
subjects,  if  even  it 'had  been  intended  as 
the  vehicle  for  secret  matters.     It  was 
monstrous  and  ridiculous  to  say,  that  there 
was  any  thing  mysterious  in  this,  where 
all  the  mystery  consisted  in  calling  Tippoo 
'  the  pillar  of  the  faithful,'  the  English, 
'  the  new  comers,'   and  Wallajah,  '  the 
well-wisher  of  mankind.'     By  the  same 
rule  Gibbon's  History  might  be  called  a 
cypher,  when  the  attributes  of  peraons 
were  assigned  to  them  as  names,  as  Virgil's 
being  called  '  the  poet,'  and  Claudius  '  the 
emperor.'    If  such  serious  and  melancholy 
consequences  had  not.  followed  from  such 
proceedings,  they  would  have  been  more 
worthy  of  ridicule  than  serious  discussion, 
and  might,  instead  of  having  resembled  a 
tragedy  of  Racine,  have  had  the  appear- 
ance  of  a  foolish  tale.     When  the  enquiry 
was  first  instituted,  the  object  was  said 
ta  be,  to  guard  against  the  power  and 
treachery  of  Omdut  ul  Omrah  ;  but  from 
his  death  happening  in  the  interim,  the 
same  design  was  executed  against  a  child 
who  could  have  no  power,  nor  be  supposed 
disaOected  towards  the  British.     Before 
these  measures  could  be  justified,  it  ought 
to  be  proved,  that  the  son  was  a  party 
with  the  father  (if  he  was  guilty),  instead 
of  having  recourse  to  that  monstrous  pro- 
position, which  was  laid  down  to  the  un- 
tbrtunate  Ally  Hussein,  namely,  that  Om- 
dut ul  Omrah  having  acted  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  become  a  public  enemy,  he,  his 
child,  by  inheritance,  entered  into  the  con- 
dition of  his  father.     But  this  curious  and 
unfounded  principle  of  national  law  did 
not  enter  into  the  conception  of  the  par- 
ties, till  occasion  called  on  them  for  some 
such  apology.      If  Ally  Hussein  would 
have  consented  to  become  the  *  proper  in- 
strument' of  the  governor  general,  it  would 
never  have  been  heard  of,  nor  would  tliose 
delicate  hints  of  his  not  being  the  son  of 
Omdut  ul  Omrah  have  been  circulated. 
Azeem  ul  Dovvlah,  now  said  to.be  the  legal 
heir,  would  have  been  left  to  the  poverty 
and  obscurity  from  which  he  was  elevated 
to  the  musnud.     Twenty  four  hours  were 
given  for  the  unfortunate  prince  to  deter- 
mine on  the  acceptance  of  the  terms  of- 
fered him  by  the  Company.     This  was 
called  a  treaty,  but  it  was  not  so :  it  might 
be  a  cession,  or  a  surrender,  but  could  not 
be  called  a  treaty,  where  one  of  the  con- 
tracting parties   gave  up  independance, 
and  indeed  every  thing  he  possessed.    The 
prince,  young  as  he  was,  determined  not 
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to  disgrace  the  memory  of  his  father ;  he 
rejected  the  proposal :  and  if  there  was  a 
heart  in  the  house,  not  entirely  devoid  of 
humanity,  they  must  feel  in  the  most  acute 
manner,  when  he  read  the  narrative,  giv- 
ing an  account  of  his  noble  behaviour. 
Here  the  leained  gent,  read  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  prince  Ally  Hussein, 
as  transmitted  by  lord  Clive.  It  had  been 
oflen  observed,  that  there  was  but  a  short 
interval  between  the  deposition  from  the 
throne,  and  the  ^rave  ;  it  was  verified  in 
this  case.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
violence  was  used,  6nly  that  so  it  hap- 
pened. The  defenders  of  the  measure  said 
It  was  good  for  humanity  and  for  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Carnatic,  to  have  an  Eu- 
ropean substituted  for  a  native  govern* 
ment.  If  this  were  true,  it  ought  to  have 
been  done  openly,  and  by  force,  and  not 
by  having  recourse  to  base  arts,  false  pre- 
tences, and  a  mockery  of  justice.  lie 
hoped  some  of  the  ministers  would  now 
break  silence,  and  give  a  satisfactory  state- 
ment of  an  aiiair  which  seemed  so  horri- 
ble to  those  who  agreed  with  him.  He 
could  wish  the  statesmen  among  them  to 
defend  its  policy,  and  his  learned  friend 
(the  solicitor  general)  to  shew  that  it  was 
not  a  perversion  of  justice.  How  could 
they  reconcile  it  to  their  consciences,  to 
give  silent  votes  on  what  so  deeply  con- 
cerned the  ^character  of  that  empire  of 
which  they  were  chosen  the  directors  ? 
For  this  was  not  a  vote  upon  the  conduct 
of  marquis  Wellesley,  but  upon  the  honour 
of  the  British  nation.  It  was  to  declare, 
whether  the  acts  of  government  in  India 
were  consistent  with  J3ritish  justice,  and 
to  give  an  example  tp  all  future  governors 
in  India.  It  was  either  to  tell  them  that 
we  were  determined  to  be  just,  or  that  the 
house  would  sanction  and  approve  of  seiz- 
ing the  .dominions  of  our  allies,  and  of 
violating  every  principle  of  justice  and 
humanity. 

Lord  Castlereagh  observed,  that  from  the 
manner  in  which  this  question  was  discus- 
sed, it  might  be  supposed  that  it  was  only 
in  its  commencement;  but  he  would  ask 
gentlemen  whether  they  could  so  soon  for- 
get that  the  house  had  already  come  to  a 
grave  decision  upon  it  ?  The  house  had  re- 
solved, by  a  great  majority,  that  there  was 
no  ground  whatever  for  the  most  material 
part  of  the  charges  relative  to  the  Carnatic 
que-stion,  and  negatived  the  motions  con- 
taining such  charges.  The  house  was  then 
in  the  singular  situation  of  being  called  on 
to  give  redress  iu  a  transaction,  of  which 


it  had  already  by  its  vote  expressed  its 
approbation.  No  question  had  eyer  met 
with  a  more  marked  decision  on  the  part 
of  parliament  than  the  present,  if  he  was 
-to  take  the  sense  of  parliament  from  num- 
bers. The  learned  gent,  who  spoke  last 
observed,  that  ministers  had  taken  no  part 
in  this  discussion.  That  was  not  precisely 
the  Had;  but  if  they  took  so  small  a  part, 
it  did  not  aiise  firom  any  want  of  convic- 
tion as  to  the  opinion  they  entertained  on 
the  subject.  For  his  own  part,  he  enter- 
tained great  doubts  whether  the  speech  of 
the  learned  gent,  would  produce  any  good. 
Did  he  think  any  public  utility  could  arise 
from  the  house  of  commons  reversing  the 
decision  it  had  come  to  >  and  if  he  did, 
pught  he  not  to  blush  at  the  idea  of  his 
friends  not  having  brought  the  question 
forward  before  this  time  ?  Did  he  think 
that  the  house  could  so  far  forget  its  cha- 
racter as  to  reverse  a  decisiion  it  had  so 
lately  made  ?  If  this  was  the  opinion  of  the 
hon.  bart.  he  ought  to  more  than  blush 
that  no  e£R>rt  had  been  made  before  this 
time  to  call  the  attention  of  parliament  to 
a  transaction  which  had  occurred  so  many 
years  ago.  If  his  object  was  to  blacken 
the  character  of  the  British  parliament 
throughout  Europe,  and  to  shake  the  faith 
of  the  country  by  this  posthumous  efibrt 
of  his  faculties,  never  were  faculties  less 
usefully  directed.  He  could  not  see  any 
reason  of  practical  utility  that  could  have 
induced  him  to  pursue  this  course ;  unless 
it  was  to  establish  a  maxhn,  which  had 
already  been  held  forth  in  that  house,  that 
every  man  who  went  out  to  India  discarded 
all  ideas  of  public  virtue  from  his  mind. 
He  could  not  suppose  a  greater  injustice 
than  to  hold  forth  a  notion  that  individuals 
of  high  situations,  would  so  far  forget 
every  thing  due  to  themselves  and  their 
country,  as  to  abandon  the  principles  by 
which  they  had  acted  all  their  lives  before* 
The  house  was  now  examining  a  transac- 
tion which  took  place  in  1801 .  Five  years 
ago  a  charge  was  made  against  the  indi- 
viduals concerned  in  that  transaction. 
Their  character  was  not  to  be  trifled  with, 
their  innocence  was  to  be  presumed  until 
the  contrary  was  proved.  For  years  ihm 
question  remained  asleep,  until  the  hon. 
bart.  took  it  up ;  and  would  he  now  con-> 
tend  or  suppose  that  persons  were  not  to 
be  found  in  that  house  who  would  have 
pressed  this  subject  long  before,  if  it  was 
of  that  quality  which  some  gentlemen  sup- 
posed >  Would  the  right  hon.  gent,  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Sheridan)  have  su^red  this  sab* 
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jeci  to  be  at  rest  for  Ibor  years  if  he  though  t 
he. could  iiave  made  out  a  case?    That 
right  hoD.  gent,  had  said*  on  a  former  day, 
that  he  did  not  wish. to  interrupt  the  har- 
mony which  prevailed  in  the  govermnent 
which  be  supported,    Did  he  mean,  then, 
to  impute  to  that  government  such  grosi 
^egMgtnct,  and  such  an  abandonment  o^' 
all  the  principles  of  justice,  as  to  suppose 
they  would  have  passed  over  without  notke 
this  transaction,  were  it  so  nefarious  a  one 
as  it  was  described  to  be  ?   Would  the 
right  JboQ.  gent,  have  sacrificed  such  a 
questko  as  this  tm  the  convenience  of  a 
party  ?    Was  it  likely  that  he,  who  had 
takoi  so  distinguished  a  part  in  almost 
all  other  questions  where  there  were  im- 
putations of  gross  ii^uitice  against  indi- 
yidoAlfi,  wouM  have,  committed  such  an 
abandonment  of  his  public  duty  as  not  to 
come  forward  and  Vindicate  the  national 
character?  He  was  not  disposed  to  rest 
this  question  on  a»y  thing  like  personal 
authority,  but  he  was  justified  in  supposing, 
that  had  it  been  such  as  was  lately  descri- 
bed, it  would  have  been  brought  forward 
by  others  logag  before  this  time.     He  had, 
however,  oMich  better  evidence,  namely, 
that  which  was  contained  in  the  papers 
themselves.     To  go  into  a  detail  of  these 
papers  would  esctend  the  <iliscu8sion  far  be- 
yond the  limits  of  a  single  debate.     He 
would  n)erely  state  his  view  of  the  outline 
of  the  bosinesis,  without  pressing  on  the 
patience  of  the  house.    The  question  could 
only  be  argued  on  the  grouiMl  of  a  treaty. 
He  did  not  mean  to  contend  that  i^e  sove- 
reigns in  India  were  not  possessed  <^ rights 
which  the  British  government  could  not 
shake,  without  committing  acts  of  injus- 
tice.    But  the  question  now  to  be  consi- 
dered was  a  mere  question  of  treaty,  and 
be  was  prepared  to  argue,  that  in  the  treaty 
made  with  the  Arcot  government,  there 
were  stipulations  which  prohibited  the  na- 
bob of  Arcot  from  holding  any  correspon- 
dence whatever  with  any  native  power, 
unless  the  consent,  of  the  British  govern- 
ment was  previously  obtained.     He  sus- 
pected that  the  teamed  gent  was  not  able 
to  make  a  connected  defence  for  the  princes 
o£  the  Carnatic,  in   consequence   of  his 
boding  taken  op  the  question  in  this  man- 
ner, and  of  his  having,  at  the  end  of  his 
^ecfa,  entered  into  a  dramatic  de^tlama- 
twn  on  the  iilterval  between  the  imprison- 
nenA  and  the  death  of  princes.    This  allu- 
aien  could  not  have  applied  to  the  question ; 
and  therefore  in  mining  k,  the  learned 
gonU  eonid  only  iiavo  be^n  watting  jiis 
^OL.  XL  * 


strength.    He  contended  that  it  was  not 
the  duty  of  marquis  Wellesley  to  rest  the 
safety  of  the  British  dominions  in  India# 
on  any  rule  of  proceeding  which  might  bo 
laid  down  in  parliament,  but  on  tlie  general 
principles  of  policy  and  jor»prudenee. 
The  learned    hart,  had   argued  that  the 
grounds  on  which  the  remo^ral  of  the  ht^ 
mily  of  Arcot  had  taken  place,  were  con-* 
trary  to  the  rules  of  evidence ;  but  he  •did' 
not  consider  that  it  was  not  a  question  be- 
tween  one  subject  and  another,  or  between 
a  sovereign  and  a  subject,  but- that  wo 
were  trying  a  question  with  a  sovereign 
prince,  with  d  co-estate.    Lord  Wellesley, 
therefore,  could  only  act  on  the  principles 
of  the  laws  <^  xiations ;  on  those  principles, 
according  to  which  a  declan^ion  of  war 
would  be  justiiicd.  When  the  public  safety 
required  any  particular  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, it  was  not  necessary^  to  have  such  evi^ 
dence  as  would  be  required  in  a  court  of 
justice.  When  during  a  period  of  profound* 
peace,  Sebastiani  had  been  sent  by  Buona- 
parte to  Egypt  to  shake  the  foundation  of 
all  our  political  and  commercial  relation* 
in  Uiat  part  o4*the  world,  did  the  house  of 
commons,  at  the  time  the  question  of  war 
came  to  be  discussed,  require  any  more 
evidence  of  that  feet  than  public  rumour? 
They  merely  went  on  the  question  of  fait 
presumption,  in  judging  as  to  what  were 
the  views  of  the  enemy*     When  a  treason* 
able  correspondence  was  carried  on  be- 
tween certain  persons  in  Ireland,  and  other 
persons  at  Paris,  it  did  not  require  the 
strict  rules  of  evidence  to  detect  it.    Now^ 
what  were  the  circumstanoes  that  came 
out  in  evidence  at  Madras?    Would  the 
learned  gent  say,  that  no  docnm^ta  but 
those  on  the  table  had  been  found  at  Se^ 
Vmgapatam^  IW  princes  of  the  Carnatic 
did  acknowledge,  that  they  carried  on  a 
correspondence  with  the  government  of 
Mysore,  and  he  wished  gentknen  to  sec 
what  was  the  nature  of  this  corresnondence^ 
and  how  fer  it  was  a  breach  of  the  treaty' 
that  existed  between  the 'British  govern^ 
ment  and  the  nabob.     The  first  period  at 
which  the  correspondenoe  took  place,  was 
in  the  year  1793.    Whatever  the  nalnro 
of  the  oorrespcedence  might  be,  itmust, 
however,  be  allowed,  that  the  saace  having 
been,  carried  on  at  the  time  of  the  treaty 
made  by  h>rd  Comwallisv  it  was  amply 
sufficient  to  justify  the  jealousy  of  our 
goiremment;  and  mairqbiaWeilesley  would 
have  acted  a  strange  .confiding  part,  htfffa^ 
ly  •detrimental  to  our  interests,  if,  after 
the  discovery  of  Mch  cosrespondeiice,  he 
3  O 
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had  kH  the  govenuoent  oftheCamatic 
where  he  found  iu  Merc  the  noWe  lord 
referred  to  the  ieveral  letters  written  by 
the  nabob  to  the  prince  of  Mysore  ;  and 
Said  he  should  prove  that  the  nabob  of  the 
Caniatic  knew  these  letters  were  in  direct 
▼lolatioB  of  the  treaty.  They,  were  not 
lettevs  of  mere  compiimpnt,  but  they  were 
cummunkationfl  of  political  importance, 
which  he  knew  he  cotild  not  openly  con- 
vey without  breaking  the  treaty.  But 
they  were  made  privately;  and  if  the 
nabob  only  wanted  to  convey  expressions 
of  mere  civility,  as  were  stotcd,  that  might 
be  easily  done  upon  giving  a  proper  inti- 
mation to  the  government,  it  was  said, 
that  the  correspondence  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  about  a  marriage  between 
the  two  families.  If  that  was  the  caae, 
what  occasbn  was  there  for  making  use 
«J"  a  private  cypher,  which  had  no  refer- 
ence whatever  to  a  marriage  ?  It  was  a 
cypher  by  which  hatred  had  generally 
been  expressed  by  the  native  powers  to 
the  British  government,  and  that  was  a 
curious  sign  to  make  use  of  in  negotiating 
a  treaty  of  marriage.  Although,  when  he 
iiral  read  these  papers,  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  think  that  they  were  an  inno- 
eent  correspondence,  yet,  Irom  his  inti- 
nate  had>its  of  intercourse  with. lord  Com- 
wallis,  he  inquired  particularly  of  that 
noble  person  what  was  his  private  opinion 
as  to  this  supposed  treaty  of  marriage,  and 
what  his  knowledge  was  of  that  transac- 
tion. He  expresaiv  stated  hk  had  never 
beard  of  any  such  treaty  of  marriage, 
although  he  was  said  to  have  been  privy 
to  the  treaty.  It  had  been  asked  what 
good  or  what  object  could  Mahomed  Ally 
have  attained^  by  conspiring  with  the 
Mysore  government  against  the  interesto* 
of  Great  Britain;  particularly  so,  when 
be  was  a  man  of  good  understanding,  and 
must  have  known  how  fruitless  fab  attempts 
might  be  Mt  was  no  difficult  thing  to 
suppose,  that  the  family  of  Arcot  cookl 
have  taken  such  a  view  of  their  right  to 
empire  in  that  country,  as  might  make 
them  indulge  a  feeling  that  the  elective 
dominion  of  that  country  ought  to  belong 
to  them,  aikid  not  to  the  India  company. 
They  might,  partly  from  a  feeling  of 
ambition  or  mortiiiea  pride,  and  religious 
prejodtocs,  imagine  that  they  might  have 
a  more ,  extended  soviereignty  over  the 
counteyy  and  shake  the  power  of  the  Bri- 
tish ^vem.ment.  These  views  might  in- 
duce them  to  correspond  with  the  Mysore 
govaaimenu    Mabomed  Ally,  in  a  letter 


to  Hyder,  spoke  of  arms  ;  here  there  was. 
nothing  about  a  marriage,  the  letter  talked 
of  their  long  enjoying  the  prospect  of  the 
sea  from  an  eminence.  What  could  that 
mean  but  a  secret  wish  that  the  English 
gentlemen  (to  use  their  own  expression) 
should  be  expelled  from  the  country,  so 
that  they  might  have  an  unintemipted 
possession  o**  the  whole  ?  But  this  waa 
not  the  only  political  correspondence  that 
took  place  between  the  Arcot  family  and 
the  family  that  was  hostile  to  the  English 
interests  m  India.  A  raoted  jealousy  and 
hostility  of  the  British  pwaer  could  pkinty 
be  collected  from  the  whole  correspon- 
dence. It  was  a  wise  jealousy  of  lord 
Wellesley  to  take  alarm  at  this  corres- 
pondence. He  was  persuaded  there  was 
most  evident  proof  of  hostility  ;  yet  it 
did  not  rest  on  lord  Wellesley's  judg- 
ment alone,  but  was  the  favourite  opinion 
of  every  governor  in  thsft  country,  that  the 
family  of  Arcot^  as  well  as  the  Myswe, 
were  plotting  the  overthrow  of  the  British* 
power.  When  lord  Macartney  took  the 
government  of  Madras  upon  him,  no  man 
could  act  with  more  deliberate  and  disin- 
terested justice,  nor  with  a  greater  desire 
to  conciliate  the  native  powers.  Yet  be 
afterwards  declared  that  the  family  of 
Arcot  was  hostile  to  us,  and  nothing  but 
iu  deposition  could  produce  tranquillity 
for  us  in  India.  Such  was  likewise  the 
opinion  of  lord  Clive  ;  and  at  last  lord 
Wellesley  was  so  convinced  of  it,  by  the 
evidence  he  had  before  him  in  India,  that 
he  proposed  in  council  to  do  the  act 
which  was  done.  He  saw  that  this  family 
denied  us  all  succour ;  that  they  were 
actins;  with  hostility  in  every  instance  ; 
and  therefore  his  decision  did  not  rest  on 
the  opinion  of  those  governors  who  went 
before  him,  but  on  his  own  iamiediatt 
observation.  The  very  arrangement  nofw 
so  much  reprobated  as  injurious  to  the 
British  character,  was,  the  same  which 
lord  Cornnallis  had  recommended  before 
that  time  as  necessary  to  be  acted  upon, 
and  as  beneficial  to  both  the  parties.  If 
it  should  be  contended,  that  the  poRi^ 
meat  went  beyond  the  measure  of  nir  se- 
curity, (here  might  be  an  argument  9m  to 
the  question  of  the  punbhroent.  Bot  be 
wouUl  examine  whether  it  went  mnch.  bo-> 
yoad  the  toesLy  of  1792.  In  the  tronty, 
lord  Comwailis  incorporated  a  conditioii, 
that  the  whole  administration  of  the  Cmn- 
naiic  should,  in  case  of  war,  be  taken  into 
the  bands  of  the  British.  The  whole  mtt- 
taryaiKi  civil  power  .of  the  state  wna  ta 
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be  in  oar  hands.    At  length,  when  the 
treason  between  father  and  son  came  to 
lights  did  lord  Wellesley  push  the  right 
he  possessed  to  an  extent  that  could  be 
called  severity  ?  The  only  dilFerence- was, 
that  he  did  that  in  time  of  peace  which  by 
treaty  he  was  entitled  to  do  in  time  of  war. 
The  defective  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
perfectly  justified  them  in  their  departing 
from  it.     The  next  question  was,  whether 
it  could  be  con^dered  as  harsh  to  extend 
-  the  severity  exercised  towards  the  father 
to  the  sons  of  the  nabob.     The   learned 
gentleman  who  argued  so   much  on  cri- 
minal law,  knew  very  well  that  in  cases  oi 
treason,  under  which  principle  this  ques- 
tion must  be  decided,  the  innocent  must 
be  involved  in  the  consequences  of  the 
guilt  of  others.      When    the    house   of 
i>tuart  was  driven  from  the  throne  of  this 
country,  the  whole   of  the  descendants 
were  excluded  also.     It  cannot  be  sup- 
posed, that  such  dt^scendants  would  hold 
difierent  sentiments  from   their  ancestors. 
Was  it  to  be   supposed,  that  the  son  of 
Mahomed  Ally  would  not  entertain  the 
same  hostility  against  us  which  his  father 
had   done  ?    and    could   lord   Wellesley 
suiier  him,  consistently  with  the  British 
interests  in  India,  to  remain  on  the  throne 
from  which  his  father  had  been  removed  ? 
He  might  have  had  a  disposition  favour- 
able to  the  British,  but  he  was  surrounded 
by  a  tribe  of  harpies,  who  had  claims  and 
expectations  upon  him  ;  who  altered  his 
disposition,  ana  persuaded  him  to  think 
that  justice  would  be  done  him  in  Eng- 
land..   How  was  it  possible,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  expect  friendly  senti- 
ments from  a  person  so  beset,  and  with  in- 
terested defendants,  so  perverted  in  his 
station  ?  He  was  sure,  that  if  the  right 
hon.  gent,  had  a  just  view  of  this  question, 
sothing  would  have  induced  him  to  let  it 
sleep  for  the  space  of  four  years.     After 
the  practical  decision  of  parliament  was 
twice  had  on  this  subject,  he  greatly  la- 
mented it  was  again  brought, forward.     It 
had  the  effect  of  lowering  the  character  of 
the  country  and  of  the  parliament,  in  the 
eyes  of  foreign  countries;    because  fo- 
reigners were  repeatedly  told  the  British 
government  were  giving  sanction  to  those 
principles  that  characterized  the  conduct 
of  the  ruler  of  France.     It  would  be  a 
fatal  moral  to  hold  out  to  the  world,  and 
was  besides  a  gross  injustice,  to  attempt  to 
run  down  the  character  of  such  men  as 
lord  Wellesley,  after  they  had  performed  . 
a  most  difficult  public  di^ty,  in  high  situ- 


ations^ without  giving  them  an  op^portunity 
of  vindicatini?  themselves  ;  and  thus  %o 
represent  the  British  ^vernors  as  having 
committed,  and  the  government  a9  giving 
sanction  to,  enomfrities  similar  to  those 
practised  by  our  enefbies.  For  a  consi- 
derable time,  the  attention  of  parliameat 
had  been  occupied  in  hearing  charges  of 
this  kind,  accompanied  with  strong  alle* 

fations,  which  it  was  diflkult  to  refnte. 
brtunately,  however,  lord  Wellesley  had 
now*  completely  vindicated  his  character, 
and  he  was  now  so  completely  in  pos- 
session of  the  public  opinion,  that  every 
possible  degree  of  confidence  rnigb^  be 
reposed  in  him  ;  and  his  character  stood 
higher  than  ever  it  had  done  before. 

Mr.  Sheridan  felt,  that  afier  the  personal 
allusions  so  frequently  made  to.  him,  he 
should  not  act  res[>ectfully  towards  the 
noble  lord*  if  he  continued  silent  on  the 
present  occasion.     The  noble  lord  con? 
eluded  a  speech,  filled  with  the  strangest 
and  most  monstrous  doctrines  he  had  ever 
heard,  with  a  solemn  appeal  to  the  justice 
of  the  house,  calling  upon  it  not  to  esta- 
blish so  bad  a  moral  as  that  of  exposing 
the   delinquency  of  public  servants,  for 
fear  their  conduct  should  be  comp^ed 
with  the  enormities  of  our  enemies.     It 
was  with  reluctance  he  entered  on  any  of 
the  Enormities  committed  in  India.     In 
making  such  a  declaration,  the  noble  lord 
was  not  aware  of  the  libel  which  he  pro* 
nounced  on  an  hon.  friend  of  his,  who  was 
lately  chief  justice  in  India.     Here  Mr. 
Sheridan  quoted  a  speech  delivered  at  the 
time  of  Mr.  Hastings's  impeachment,  br 
Mr.  (now  sir  John)  Anstruther,  in  which 
that  ^nt  dwelt  on  the  enormities  prac- 
tised in  India,  and  insisted  on  the  neces- 
sity of  investigation  and  ponishment.   Bu( 
now  the  house  was  to  understand,  from  the 
speech  of  the  noble  lord,  that  no  governor 
in  India,  let  his  crimes  be  ever  so  great, 
was  to  have  his  conduct  at  all  inquired 
into.     He  maintained,  that  the  best  way 
to  hold  out  to  the  world  that  we  practiced 
no  enormities,  was  to  punish  those  .who    . 
committed    any.      The    noble  .  marquis, 
whose  conduct  was  now  the  subject  of 
discussion,  had  lately  .made  an  observa- 
tion, that  the  attack  upon  Copenhagen, 
and  the  seizure  of  the  Danish  fleet,  was  an 
event  at  which  Englishmen  ought  to  re-* 
joice,  because  it  would  grieve  Buonaparte. 
It  was  unwise  in   the  noble  marqui^  ta 
make  such  a  declaration  ;  because  be  be- 
lieved it  to  be  entirely  the  reverse  of  what 
was  the  fact.    Uc  sincerely  believed,  tha 


Digitized  by  V^OOQ  IC 


9S5]        PARL.  DEBATES,  Jvke  17,  1  SOS— Omi(6i«  cfMarquxB  Wdkulof^         [^$6 

Baonaptrte  never  felt  more  joy  at  any  \  their  interests,  to  have  an  mthnafe  cMtea- 
event  than  what  this  act  of  ours  gave  h  m.  I  pondence  and  connection  carried  oh  be- 
In  that  act  he  saw  onr  character  blended 
with  his  own.    He  found  in  it  an  indemnity 
for  thc^  past,  and  security  for  the  future. 
The  noble  lord's  code  of  political  morality 
was  the  worst  he  had  ever  heard  broach«Hl 
in  that  house.    His  desultory  term  *  Will 
&  the  Wisp  speech '  had  not  put  down  a 
single  argument  advanced  by  his  learned 
frigid,  to  whom  he  felt  grateful  for  the 
sentiments  he  had  deltvered.     He  did  not 
feel  a  wish  to  say  any  thing  uncivil  to- 
wards the  noble  lord,  particularly  so,  after 
the  very  handsome  mamier  in  which  the 
noble  lord  spoke  of  him  the  evening  be- 
fore last.    But  he  should  have  supposed, 
had  he  not  known^his  assiduity,  the  noble 
lord  bad  never  read  the  papers  relative  to 
this  subject.     He  had'said  that  Ally  Hus- 
seii^  had  forfeited  his  right  to  the  throne, 
inasmuch  as  he  inherited  the  treason  of  his 
litther.     He  could  never  have  been  a  party 
to  a  treason  which  had  not  been  commu- 
nicated to  him,  and  with  which  the  father 
had  not  heen  charged  in  his  life-time. 
He  never  knew  a  more  monstrous  attempt 
than  this  to  impose  on  the  credulity  of  the 
public.     There  was  no  analogy  in  this 
.case  to  that  of  the  house  of  the  Stuarts,  in 
which  a  country  chose  its  own  magistrates, 
which  every  people  had  a  right  to  do; 
but  here  was  an  independent  prince,  who 
^was  an  ally ;  and  what  ri^ht  had  any  man 

•o  say,  that  we  should  dismiss  from  the 

throne  of  his  ancestors  the  lawful  heir  to 

^at  throne,  against  whom  no  charge  what- 
ever coald  be  made  ?     But  what  became 

of  all  this  argument,  when  the  fact  was, 

that  Azeem  ul  Dowlah  was  put  on  the 

musoad  o?er  the  son  of  a  person  who  was 

tdually  proved  to  be  an  enemy  to  the 

British  interests  ?    The  noble  lord  shewed 

the  grossest  ignorance  of  the  papers ;  for 

the  very  correspondence  he  referred  to 

Was  carried  on  with  the  consent  of  the 

government  of  Madras.    As  to  the  cypher. 

So  appealed  to  the  hon.  baronet  who  had 

been  chief  justice  in  India,  and  would  ask, 

if  he  would  sufler  a  man  to  be  convicted 

on  such  evidoice  [sir  John  Anstruthcr  sig- 
nified that  he  would  not],  he  was  happy 

tb  he^r  his  hon.  friend  say  he  would  not. 

Yet  it  was  on  such  evidence,  that  an  inno- 
cent yeuncf  prince  was  deprived  of  his 

throne,  and  placed  in  a  situation  in  which 

he  lost  his  life.     Mr.  Sheridan  then  read 

•ome  correspondence,  in  order  to  shew 

that  the  British  government  in  India  con- 
sidered it  as  likely  to  be  favourable  to 


tween  the  house  of  Arcot  and  the  Myscfre. 
It  was  attempted  to  justify  this  transaction, 
on  the  ground  of  state  necessity.     But  thiir 
act  of  mjustice  and  robbery  could  not  foe 
an  act  resulting  from  state  necessity,  be- 
cause there  existed  no  necessity  for  it,  or 
at  least  none  h^  been  shewn,  \g  influence 
their  decision.    The  right  hon.  gent,  next 
read  some  papers,  to  shew  the  steady  at- 
tachment of  the  nabob  to  the  English; 
and  he  defied  any  governor  to  say,  that   ■ 
there  existed  the  slightest  proof  of  the 
hostility  of  the  father  or  the  son,  except 
what  was  extracted  from  the  trash  found 
at  Seringapatam.      The  arguments  that 
had  been  used  to  prove  that  the  nabob  was 
considered  as  a  vassal  to  the  India  com- 
pany, were  as  unjust  as  they  were  un- 
founded.    The  important  documents  on 
the  table  put  that  question  out  of  all 
doubt,  for  it  would  appear  by  an  address 
actually  signed  by  his  majesty,  counter- 
signed by  lord  Cornwall  is,  and  addressed 
to  the  nabob,  dated  the  1 3th  of  May,  1790, 
that  he  was  considered  not  only  as  an  in- 
dependent sovereign,  but  actually  Called 
the  '  faithful  ally  and  friend'  of  the  British 
government  in  India.    Here  the  right  hon. 
gent,  read  a  long  extract  from  the  address 
alluded  to,  frbm  which   it  likewise  ap- 
peared that  the  very  first  acre  of  ground 
the  English  became  possessed  of  round 
Madras,  was  acquired  through  the  friend- 
ship of  the  nabob  of  Arcot ;  yet  he  argued, 
afler  such  an  unqualified  declaration  under 
his  majesty's  own  hand,  of  the  independ- 
ency of  this  prince,  such  degrading  lan- 
guage was  to  be  held  out !     Was  it  to  be 
endured  for  one  single  moment,  that  the 
rights  and  laws  of  nations  were  to  be  thus 
trampled   upon  with   impunity,   merely 
upon  the  alleged  policy  of  the  iheasure  I 
From  a  very  patient  perusal  of  the  very 
important  documents  on  the  table,  they 
established  this  proposition  in  his  mtnd, 
that  there  was  no  ground  whatever  for  any 
suspicion  of  the  faithfulness  of  the  nabob 
of /root  and  his  son  towards  the  Brtxish, 
government.    There  was  one  part  of  this 
question  which  he  could  not  but  consider 
as  a  great  dereliction  of  principle  in  the 
noble  marquis.     It  was  said  diat  he  took 
every  possible  care  for  the  protecti<m  <rf 
Ally  Hussein,  the  deposed  nabob.    CouM 
it  be  thought  for  a  moment^  tliat  the  tie- 
posed  nabob  Would  be  sale  in  the  hands 
of  a  man  who  threatened  him  with  inBtlaal 
death  if  he  ever  attempted  to  regaiBtlie 
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Ihrone  of  his  fkther?     From  these  cir- 
ctimstances  he  concluded^  that  the  ywmg 
nabeb  was  not  sate  m  those  .hands.     He 
did  not  feel  disposed  even  to  enter  into 
all  the  motives  that  might  have  actuated 
the  noble  marquis  in  his  conduct,  and  he 
was  leas  disposed  to  argue  the  accusation 
urged  against  him  of  his  being  actuated  by 
pecuniary  interests  in  his  administration  ; 
but  looking  at  his  general  conduct  as  a 
governor  of  India,  he  must  say  there  was 
HO  parallel  in  the  history  of  that  country 
which  presented  so  unbndted  an  instance 
of  insatiable  ambition.    The  sum  total  of 
w^t  the  country  knew  of  his  conduct  as 
governor  was,  that  he  succeeded  to  the 
government  after  lord  CornwalHs.     He 
tbond  India  in  a  great  and  increasing  state 
of  prosperity.      He  found  a  system  of 
equity  and  economy  in  the  public  expen- 
diture, admirably  calculated  for  the  soli- 
dity of  our  establishment  in  that  country. 
But  when  he  left  it,  he  left  behind  him  an 
example  of  the  most  pernicious  prodigality 
and  profuseness.     When  he  landed,  he 
found  a  disposition  in  the  Company's  ser- 
vants to  revere  the  laws,  and  to  abide  by 
the  decrees  of  his  majesty  ;  but  when  he 
left  it,  tlie  utmost  contempt  prevailed  of 
the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  Company. 
When  he  went  there,  the  native  powers  of 
India  placed  the  utmost  confidence  in  the 
ftiith  of  the  British  government ;  but  he 
left  them  entertaining  in  their  minds  the 
most  irreconcilable  sentiments  of  disgust 
and  enmity,  on  account  of  its  treachery 
and  oppression.   In  short,  the  result  of  the 
noble  lord's  administration  was  thi<5,  that 
when  he  went  to  India,  he  found  Great 
Britain  without  a  foe,  and  when  he  de- 
parted, he  left  Great  Britain  without  a 
friend.     Upon  these  grounds  he  felt  him- 
self called  upon  to  say  thus  much,  .not 
from  any  personal  enmity  to  the  noble 
marquis,  but  fi*om  a  principle  of  preserv- 
ing hw  own  consistency.     He  took  this 
opportunity-  of  defending  hmisclf  from  the 
insinuation  thrown  out  by  the  noble  lord 
in  the  commencement  of  his  speech,  that 
he  had  departed  ft-om  principle  in  seeming 
to  neglect  the  cause  he  had  so  strenuously 
undertaken  to  advocate  on  former  occa- 
sions, by  statinff  that  his  sentiments  upon 
this  subject  had  never  been  in  the  least 
altered  from  the   first  intimation  he  re- 
ceived of  tha  oppression  and  tyrannous 
dethronement  of  the  youn^  nabob,  and 
the  subsequent  in^rmation  tnat  arrived  in 
this  country  of  his  murder.    On  that  oc- 
castofi  fait  mind  was  so  horrified  by  the 


atrocity  of  the  act,  that  he  resolved  imme- 
diately to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
causes  of  to  gross  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
civilization  and  humanity.  Circumstancen^ 
however,  had  prevented  him  from  carrying 
the  desired  object  completely  into  eflect 
personally.  He  saw  no  prospect  then  of 
pursuing  the  investigation  in  that  adrainis^ 
tration,  and  ftom  these  considerations  ht 
did  not  press  it.  He  had,  however,  moved 
from  time  to  time  for  a  great  number  of 
documents,  which  must  remove  at  once 
every  suspicion  of  his  having  cooled  iu 
the  cause.  He  concluded  by  declaring  hit 
fixed  determination  at  all  times  never  to 
shrink  from  the  task  he  had  imposed  upon 
himself,  of  representing  the  noble  mar- 
quis's conduct  in  the  plam  and  unvarnished 
manner  in  which  he  fully  persuaded  him'^ 
self  the  various  documents  on  the  table 
exhibited  the  circumstances  of  his  admis* 
ti*ation  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Fuller  contended,  that  this  Was  a 
most  extraordinary  discussion,  and  made 
on  the  opposite  side  a  question  of  party 
rather  than  of  principle. 

Dr.  Laurence  supported  the  Resolution. 
The  proposition  of  the  noble  lord,  that  this 
was  held  to  be  a  grave  questioa  by  the 
house,  might  well  be  doubted,  if  they 
were  to  judge  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  decided  upon  the  evidence  ad* 
duced  in  support  ot  the  charges  against 
tlie  noble  marquis.  Upon  what  principle 
it  was  that  the  house  intended  to  act  in  iti 
decision  upon  this  subject^  he  was  at  some 
loss  to  conjecture.  Although  it  might  be 
argued  in  favour  of  the  noble  marquis, 
that  he  was  not  actuated  by  motives  of 
pecuniary  aggraiidizement,  yetthei*  wer^ 
a  thousand  other  bad  passions  which  might 
actuate  a  minister,  equally  as  nMschicvotid 
and  destructive  to  the  interests  of  a  nation^ 
as  those  connected  with  the  most  sordid 
motives.  Inordinate  ambition  must  on  alt 
hands  be  admitted,  in  a  moral  point  of 
view,  to  be  the  most  pernicious  of  all  the 
passions  that  actuated  the  human  mind, 
fhat  such  was  the  motive  of  the  noble 
marquis  in  his  administration,  must  depend 
upon  what  degree  of  credit  the  house 
would  attach  to  the  evidence  of  the  papeta 
on  the  table.  In  his  opinion,  formed  upon 
the  consideration  he  had  given*to  those 
documents,  the  accusations  were  onati* 
swerable.  Here  the  learned  gent,  com- 
bated  the  arguments  used  to  justify  th6 
policy  adopted  by  this  coomtry  towardTi 
the  native  powers  of  India.  Kothing  wai 
more  unjust  and  unprincipled,  nothmg  wa4 
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more  opposite,  not  only  to  the  law  ofnations 
but  those  of  nature,  than  the  system  of 
oppression  practised  upon  the  unfortunate 
nabob  of  Arcot ;  whose  riehts  and  privi- 
leges were  violated  upon  the  most  unwar- 
ranted   and  ui\just   pretence    of   having 
broken  a  treaty,  when,  in  fact,  the  most 
barefaced  act  of  tyrannical   policy   ob- 
truded itself  throughout  the  whole  transac- 
tion.     He  related  the  history  of  the  first 
transactions  of  the  British  government  with 
the  nabob  of  Arcot,  until  the  period  of  his 
contracting  his  debt  with  them,  and  de- 
tailed the  various  pretences  urged  by  them 
for  increasing  that  debt,  which  he  consi- 
dered as  the  over-reaching  principle  which 
universally  characi^rized  the  conduct  of 
the  India  company's  servants,  and  brought 
the  narrative  down  to  the  period  of  their 
interposition  in  the  afiairs  of  the  Camatic, 
linder  the  pretence  of  the  discovery  of  the 
secret  correspondence  with  the  neighbour- 
ing potentates,  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
a  confederacy  against  the  British  interest. 
In  considering  the  evidence  in  support  of 
the  allegation,  tliat  a  violation  oi  treaty 
was  the  ffround  of  theii'  interference,  he 
contendea  that  there  was  a  previous  deter- 
mination of  the  government  of  India  to 
adopt  that  measure  long  before  any  know- 
ledge of  such  pretended  correspondence 
was  received.     He  knew  of  no  law  of  na- 
tions that  could  warrant  so  unjust  an  inter- 
ference on  our  part  upon  presumed  evi- 
dence of  danger.    He  did  not  deny  the 
principle  ojf  self-preservation,  as  tbe  first 
law  ot  nature ;  but  the  fact  of  real  danger 
must  be  clearly  justified  and  substantiated, 
before  we  could  presume  to  violate  every 
law  both  human  and  divine.     With  re- 
spect to  the  stress  laid  so  strongly  upon 
tne  mysterious  information  contamed  in 
the  cypher,  he  argued,  that  there  was  no- 
thing in  it,  if  the  context  was  considered, 
that  could  justify  such  a  construction  as  that 

Eut  upon  it  by  the  advocates  of  the  noble 
»rd.  This  cypher  was  to  be  used  as  a 
breach  of  treaty,  and  consequently  was  not 
a  sufficient  justification  for  the  acts  of 
tyranny  practised  upon  the  nabob.  The 
treaty  stipulated  that  the  nabob  was  not  to 
'  go  to  war  without  the  consent  of  the  British 

Sovernmcnt.  Now,  supposing  even  that 
lis  corr#ipondence  did  contain  sentiments 
dr  a  political  nature,  was  it  just  or  reasona- 
ble to  infer  that  any  breach  of  treaty  with 
ihe  British  government  was  meant  ?  He 
^as  persuaded  that  out  of  twenty  letters 
yrliich  had  passed  from  the  nabob  to  the 
<>thcr  powers,  his  allies,  not  a  sm^h  phrase 


had  been  used  which  could  attach  to  ^ 
nabob  any  violation  of  treaty.  Taking 
the  whole  of  the  .evidence,  and  tbe  argtt- 
ments  upon  this  question  urged  by  tbi 
gentlemen  on  the  same  side  of  the  boose, 
he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  tbis  act 
was  not  founded  injustice  or  sound  policy, 
which  were  inseparable  from  humanity 
and  benevolence. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  he  was  not  dispomi 
to  enter  into  a  discussion  upon  the  meiiti 
of  this  question.     He  was  restruaed  is 
doing  so,  not  merely  from  the  latenesi  of 
the  hour,  but  really  from  a  sort  of  despond- 
ence he  entertained  that  any  argtoKitta 
which  could  be  ofiered  could  have  soy 
weight  with  a  majority  of  the  house,  wbo 
seemed,  in  opposition  to  reason  and  evi- 
dence, disposed  to  pass  a  vote  radierof 
approbation  than  censure.     He  coold  not 
suiier  the  subject  to  pass  by  withoat  mak- 
ing a  few  observations  upon  some  of  tbe 
arguments  urged  by  the  noble  lord.   Tbe 
principle  contended  for  by  the  noble  lord 
in  support  of  the  policy  of  the  East  India 
company  in  India,  reminded  him  of  tbe 
last  line  of  a  song,  written  by  Dr.  Swift  for 
a  highwayman,  <  Every  man  round  may 
rob  if  he  pleases.'     In  the  annab  of  iqas- 
tice,  and  in  the  annab  of  romance,  what 
could  be  more  preposterous  than  this  prin- 
ciple ?  In  alluding  to  the  manner  in  wbicb 
the  evidence  upon  this  subject  was  forced 
from  Ally  Rhezzi,  it  was  impoasible  to 
come  at  the  truth  by  such  a  mode  of  ex- 
amination as  that  adopted  on  that  occaaon. 
The  effect  of  torture  was  not  to  prodoce 
truth,  but  to  produce  only  that  wjiich  tbe 
person  inflicting  torture  wished  to  he  told. 
The  construction  put  upon  this  evideaco 
reminded  him  of  a  passage  in  the  worbof 
lord  Shaftesbury,  in  reference  to  tortore, 
that  he  would  produce  out  of  the  wonk, 
'  My  son  Tommy  has  got  the  piles,'  a 
very  good  plot  against  the  house  of  Hano- 
ver.     He  regrettecf  extremely  that  tbe 
house  had  not  the  aid  of  his  learned  fricod 
(the  solicitor-general)  on  this  side  of  tbe 
motion,  who  made  so  great  a  figure  on  tbe 
trial  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  but,  it  would  seea, 
the  principle  by  which  we  were  to  be 
guided,  was  that  the  natives  of  India  bad 
no  rights,  that  we  had  no  duties,  and  tb^ 
all  was  to  depend  upon  the  decision  of  onr 
mjyorities.     He  firmly  believed,  that  fa 
the  enormities  commiited  by  the  Britiak 
power  in  India,  in  all  the  enormities  9- 
ucr  all   the   successive  variations  of  tbe 
French  Revolution,  and  by  no  meaos  i«- 
cently  under  Buonaparte,  no  poralldljrt* 
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to  be  found.  If,  then,  they  could  not 
filid  aparalfel  in  Europe  for  the  enormi- 
ties committed  in  India,  how  could  it  be 
supposed  that  the  votes  of  the  house  of 
commons  were  to  effect  any  reformation  ? 
He  would  wish  he  could  separate  the  man 
from  the  conduct,  but,  unfortunately,  both 
must  be  taken  together.  As  to  the  motives 
of  the  noble  marquis,  what  was  the  use  of 
any  enquiry  about  them  ?  A  man  might 
have  a  motive  to  get  money  for  his  family, 
a  laudable  one  to  be  sure ;  but,  then,  if 
the  motive  were  carried  into  effect  by  a 
violation  of  all  justice,  were  we  to  excuse 
him  for  his  motives  ?  The  right  hon.  gent, 
concluded  by  lamenting  most  sincerely 
iwhat  had  happened.;  lam^ting  that  men 
in  the  situation  he  saw  could  be  found  to 
defend  it;  and  lamenting  more  than  all, 
that  a  British  parliament  should  sanction 
it.  They  were  not  to  look  at  this  affair 
with  the  eyes  of  others ;  the  papers  were 
before  them,  and  from  the  decision  they 
gave  thereon,  the  world  would  pronounce 
sentence  upon  them. 

Sir  Thomas  Turton,  in  reply,  answered 
the  charges  of  mismanagement  of  the 
cause,  that  had  been  brought  against  him. 
It  was  said,  that  in  opening  the  question, 
he  had  made  use  of  violent  language  and 
personal  invective.  He  referred  to  the 
annals  of  parliament,  and  defied  any  mem- 
ber  to  produce  an  instance  where  such  a 
cause  had  ever  been  introduced  with  less 
of  either.  He  had  never  said,  as  had 
been  asserted,  that  no  man  ever  returned 
from  India  either  honourable  or  honest. 
It  was  only  in  illustrating  the  position  be 
laid  down,  when  expressing  his  surprise 
that  Europeans,  who  acted  with  the  strict- 
est regard  to  justice  in  all  their  transactions 
in  their  own  quarter  of  the  globe,  should 
act  so  differently  in  India,  that  he  quoted 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Burke,  who*  said, 
thai  Europeans  were  unbaptized  in  cross- 
ing the  equinoctial.  He  had  the  utmost 
personal  respect  for  the  noble  marquis ; 
but  what  he  had  ever  expressed  in  that 
house,  and  out  of  it,  was  a  decided  disap- 
probation of  the  measures  he  pursued  dur- 
ing his  administration  in  India.  He  could 
not  agree  with  the  noble  lord,  that  such 
discussions  as  the  present  were  calculated 
to  produce  ill  effects ;  if  they  were  so, 
however,  it  could  only  be  from  the  deci- 
lion  they  called  forth,  llie  hon.  baronet 
then  went  at  some  length  into  the  state  of 
Indian  affairs,  and  contended  that  there 
was  no  truth  in  what  had  been  said,  tbaf 
the  nabobs  of  the  Carnatic  had  been  raised 


by  us  from  the  dust ;  on  the  contrary, 
wfien  we  assisted  them,  it  was  not  for  their 
sake,  but  for  our  own,  and  in  order  to. 
expel  tho    French    from   then"  extensive 
territories.     What  had  been  the  defence 
offered  for  this  atrocious,  act  ?  atrocious 
be  should  always  consider  it,  and  so  must 
every  one  whoVead  the  papers  divested  of 
party  feelings,     A  trumpery  pretence  of 
evidence,  and  not  even  a  state  necessity 
shewn.     As  for  the  cypher,  it  was  too  ridi- 
culous to  merit  mention.      He  cordially 
agreed  with  the  noble  lord,  that  British 
justice  and  policy  ought  ever  to  be  the 
same,  and  if  this  could  not  be  defended 
on  the  ground  of  justice,  it  ought  to  meet 
with  condemnation.     He  then  put  it  to 
the  breasts  of  gentlemen  opposite,  to  the 
breast  of  the  fiouse  and  of  the  country,  if- 
they  could  read  these  papers,  and  consci* 
entiously  say  there  was  any  justice  in  this, 
case,  or  rather  if  there  had  not  been  most 
atrocious  injustice.    He  had  never  known 
before  that  it  was  the  custom  of  Brjtons  to 
visit  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  upon  the 
children  ;  but  here  they  had  gone  much 
further,  for  the  ancestors  of  Ally  Hussein 
had  not  even  been  convicted  ;  yet  the 
grandson  was  condemned  to  pay  the  for- 
feiture.   As  to  the  treatment  received  by 
the  prince,  all  he  asked  was,  that  it  might 
be  investigated.     He  pledged  himself  to 
prove  much  more  than  what  he  had  stated 
to  the  house,  and  to  bring  forward  witnesses 
who  would  far  exceed  in  description  of 
these  melancholy  circumstances  all   that 
had  been  imputed  to  his  warmth  in  nar- 
rating.    He  had  been  blamed  for  speaking 
harsh  1}'  of  the  commissioners,  without  de- 
serving any  such  censure.    All  that  he 
had  said  was,  that  they  cold-bloodedly 
dragged  the  prince  from  the  death-bed  of 
his  parent,  to  answer  tfve  interrogatories' 
they  had  to  put  to  him.     In  apply mg  this  i 
epithet,  he  had  spoken  of  their  omce,  and  . 
not  of  themselves  personally ;  and  if  they. 
were,  as  he  had  no  doubt  from  the  repre^ 
sentation  of  the   hon.  colonel    opposite 
(Allan),  honourable  and  upright  men,  be 
gave  them  his  hearty  commiseration  for 
the  painful    duty    imposed    upon  them, 
which,  in  executing  it  to  the  satisfaction  of 
their  employers,  must  have  £lled  them 
with  horror  and  disgust, — He  now  came  to 
the  policy  of  the  measures.     What  had  we 
gained  at  the   grand  expence  of  loss  of 
honour  and  breach  Of  national  £Etith  ?  Our 
tributaries  had  been  made  slaves  and  our 
allies  foes.    We  had    placed  Azeexn  ul 
DoMvlah  on  the  throne,  in  utter,  disreg^  • 
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to  tke  Mahometan  laws,  and  in  disregard 
to  the  just  and  prior  claims  of  the  two 
nearest  heirs.  We  had  stolcil  from  one, 
borrowed  from  another,  and  stripped  a 
third,  till  we  had  augmented  our  territory, 
and  increased  the  number  of  our  subjects 
by  20  millions,  but  our  debt  had  increased 
20  millions  during  the  same  time,  and  for 
seven  millions  of  annual  acquired  revenue, 
we  had  involved  ourselves  in  16  millions 
annual  expence.  We  had  made  every 
man  in  India  our  enemy,  and  if  an  ad- 
verse army  found  its  way  to  the  East,  such 
was  our  situation  there,  he  was  afraid  our 
dominion  would  be  overthrown.  To  whom 
could  we  apply  ?  Not  to  the  Mabrattas,  or 
any  of  the  native  powers  who  maintained 
their  independence.  We  might  truly  say, 
<'  Timeo  Danaos,  et  dona  ferentes.' — ^After 
we  had  made  them  as  miserable  as  we 
Gould ;  after  we  had  dethroned  their  orinces^ 
expatriated  their  nobles,  banged  their 
chiefs  at  the  doors  of  their  castles  ;  and 
when  we  had  no  further  evil  in  our  power, 
we  turned  to  attack  their  institutions  and 
prejudices.  Those  venerable  errors,  which,, 
if  we  believed  Pliny  and  others,  sub- 
sisted 2,000  years  aeo,  could  not  be  suf* 
fered  to  remam  ;  and  the  conquerors  of 
Seringapatam  and  Laswarry  were  found 
to  be  dangerous  from  the  cut  of  their 
whiskers,  or  the  dangling  of  their  ear-rings. 
He  knew  not  how  it  would  be  received  by 
tlie  country,  that  such  a  weighty  and  im- 
portant enquiry  as  this,  involving  all  that 
was  dear  or  desirable  to  Britons,  had 
been  met  by  previous  questions  instead  of 
broad  and  ample  discussion.  He  sincerely 
wished  ministers  had  delivered  their  opi- 
nions, and  not  thrown  their  broad  shield 
orer  such  a  subject.  The  people  would 
not  suffer  it  to  be  done,  and  he  was  sure, 
whatever  the  majority  might  b«  within 
doors,  there  would  be  a  very  great  majo- 
rity in  the  country  in  &vour  of  his  opinion. 
As  for  the  personal  motives,  he  never  im- 
puted any  to  the  noble  marquis.  He  did^ 
not  suppose  that  even  avarice  would  have 
temptecT him  to  such  a  course.  But  there 
was  an  avarice  of  ambition  as  well  as  of 
wealth,  and  the  conduct  of  an  individual, 
pursuine  what  he  conceived  iff  be  for  the 
gk>ry  of  his  country,  might  be  as  dan- 
gerous and  upjust  as  if  he  was  actuated  by 
worse  motives.  Did  gentlemen  know  the 
state  of  thf  press  in  India  ?  No  one  ^ould 
know  what  was  doing*  at  his  own  door, 
without  the  permission  of  government. 
If,  therofore,.  the  state  of  Indian  affiiirs 
^«{d  not  be  made  known  in  India,  4et 


them  see  that  it  could  be  openly  declared 
in  England.  Let  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try see  the  freedom  and  impartiality  of  a 
British  parliament,  and  let  us  not  turn 
them  away  from  our  doors  disappointed. 
He  called  on  the  house  to  pause  before  it 
came  to  a  vote,  and  consider  well  the 
greatness  of  the  stake  depending  on  their 
determination.  He  expressed  his  regret 
that,  possessing  neither  the  weight  of  mi- 
nisters nor  of  the  opposite  party,  nor, 
more  than  all,  of  talents^  he  had  been  so 
weak  an  advocate  in  the  cause.  He  had 
not,  however,  come  nnprepaced  before 
them,  but  had  made  these  matters  tha 
subject  of  his  most  unremitting  study,  and 
came  forward  actuated  by  a  strong  sense 
of  justice,  and  an  ardent  desire  toprooure 
atonement  to  suiFering  India. 

The  gallery  was  ifow  cleared,  and  the 
house  divided: 

For  the  Resolution  -    -    -    •     19 
Against  it      ....    ^    .    97 

Ml^rity    -    -    -    — 7« 

Mr.  Wallace  then  rose,  and  said,  that 
after  what  had  passed  on  this  and  formet 
diDcussions,  it  was  umiecessary  for  him  to 
introduce  the  Resolution  which  he  wasbow 
going  to  move,  with  any  preiace ;  he 
should  content  himself  ^mply  with  moving 
the  following  Resolution :  Resolved^  '*  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  thi.s  house,  that  the 
marquis  Wellesley  and  the  earl  Powis,  in 
their  conduct  relative  to  the  Carnatic,  ap- 
pear to  have  been  influenced  solely  by 
motives  of  anxious  zeal  and  solicitude  for 
the  permanent  security,  welfare,  and  pros* 
perity  0!f  the  Britijih  possessions  in  India.'^ 

Sir  Jmtics  Hail  said,  that  he  only  diflered 
from  the  ri^ht  hon.  gent,  who  had  made 
this  motion  in  thinking  that  it  did  not  go 
far  enough  ;  it  was  high  time  that  parlia- 
ment should  do  that  justice  to  this  ill  us* 
trious  character,  which  the  meanest  the 
most  degraded  subject  of  our  laws  liad  % 
right  to  demand.  After  submitting  the 
conduct  of  the  noble  marquis  to  the  severest 
scrutiny,  during  a  long  course  of  years. 
and  after  deciding,  by  very  great  majori- 
ties, that  he  had  done  nothing  wrong,  the 
house  was  bound  to  grant  him  a  deliver- 
ance, not  only  to  free  him  from  the  pre- 
sent charge,  bujt  to  protect  him  from  all 
future  attempts  on  similar  grounds.  It 
would  become  the  justice,  the  hooour,  tbe 
gentleman-like  feeling  of  the  house  to.  do 
a  great  deal  more ;  not  only  to  clear  the 
character  of  the  noble  marquis  from  blame* 
but  also  to  declare  their  high  opinion  of 
the  services  he  had  remlered  his  cotmtry^ 
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in  such  a  manner  as  to  revive  the  recoUec* 
tion  of  those  services,  which  seemed  to  be 
in  a  measure  forgotten.  If  the  consequence 
of  such  a  declaration  vi^ere  to  be  what  a 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  de- 
precated, were  the  noble  marquis  raised  to 
a  high  station  in  the  ministry,  he  should 
rejoice  in  the  experiment,  by  which  there 
was  reason  to  expect,  that  our  councils  at 
home  might  be  animated  by  that  astonish- 
ing efficiency  which  had  shone  so  conspi- 
cuously in  his  Indian  administration. 

Sir  T/iomas  Turton  said  h£  had  a  trifling 
amendment  to  propose,  which  was  to  leave 
out  the  words  after  the  word  *  influenced,' 
and  to  insert  the  following  words :  '  By  a 
desire  to  extend  the  British  territories  in 
India,  in  contempt  of  all  treaties,  and  in 
violation  of  the  national  character/ 

Mr.  5.  Luuhmgton  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald  felt  extreme  uneasi- 
ness in  giving  a  vote  on  so  personal  a  sub- 
ject, but  with  all  his  esteem  for  the  private 
character  of  marquis  Wellesley,  and  look- 
ing only  to  his  politics  as  a  public  officer 
in  India,  he  must  give  his  vote  against  the 
Resolution. 

The  house  then  divided :  for  the  Amend- 
ment 19;  against  it  98. — Majority  79. 

Mr.  Wallace  then  moved  the  original 
question  of  the  Vote  of  Approbation.  Upon 
which, 

Mr.  Howorth  addressed  the  Speaker 
thus  :  Sir ;  the  house  is  called  upon  to 
determine  on  the  noble  lord's  motives: 
there  is  no  human  tribunal  competent  to 
decide  on  them.  The  merits  of  the  noble 
lord  must  be  tried  by  his  actions :  if  you 
try  him  by  the  fundamental  Resolutions 
of  this  house,  or  by  the  laws  of  his  coun- 
try, shew  me  the  resolution  or  the  law 
which  he  has  jiot  violated.  If  you  try  him 
by  th^  opinions  of  the  Directors,  there  is 
scarcely  an  act  of  his  government  which 
they  have  not  condemned,  and  given  such 
reasons  for  their  opinions,  as  were  unan- 
swerable, and  therefore  they  were  sup- 
pressed :  if  you  try  the  noble  lord  by  the 
effects  of  his  government,  let  us  look  at 
the  results  :  at  home,  irretrievable  ruin ; 
look  to  India,  you  find  there  a  territorial 
revenue  of  fifteen  millions,  falling  short  of 
the  expences  of  its  establishments  upwards 
of  two  millions  annually,  loaded  with  a 
debt  of  thirty -two  millions,  encreasing 
daily;  the  native  powers  of  India  dis- 
affected ;  their  minds  alarmed  with  jealous 
apprehensions  of  our  ambitious  encroach- 
ments; disgusted  with  our  humiliating  con- 
trol ;  disgusted  with  the  disgraceful  subor'- 
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dination  in  which  they  have  been  placed ; 
and,  in  this  last  instance,  of  our  perfidious 
policy  to  the  miserable  victim  of  our  ra- 
pacity, the  unfortunale  Hussein  AH ;  dis- 
gusted with  the  baseness  of  our  ingrati- 
tude, the  mass  of  Mahomed ans  in  the  Car- 
natic  are  seeking  only  for  a  period  to  their 
sufferings,  in  the  subversion  of  the  British 
government ;  and  even  your  Sepoy  estab- 
lishment, the  last  native  resource  you  had 
to  trust  to,  ready  to  take  up  arms  against 
you  :  every  financial  resource  exhausted  ; 
not  a  rupee  in  your  treasuries :  this,  sir, 
is  the  state  into  which  lord  Wellesley's 
maladministration  brought  India :  this  is 
the  state  in  which  he  lefl  it,  and  this  is  the 
state  in  which  lord  Cornwallis  found  it. 
The  noble  lord  opposite  (lord  Castlereaffh), 
has  repeatedly  introduced  the  name  of  lord 
Cornwallis  into  the  debate  of  this  night. 
I  would  ask  the  noble  lord,  I  would  ask 
any  member  of  the  house,  for  what  reason, 
for  what  purpose,  was  such  a  man  as  lord 
Cornwallis,  at  his  advanced  period  of  life, 
not  merely  called  upon,  but  solicited,  en- 
treated, as  one  of  the  greatest  services  he 
could  render  to  his  country,  to  again  un- 
dertake the  government  of  India?  Was 
such  a  man  wanted  to  pursue  the  system, 
and  tread  in  the  steps  of  lord  Wellesley  ? 
No,  sir,  he  was  sent  out  for  very  different 
purposes.  Does  the  house  know  how  that 
lamented  nobleman  was  employed  from 
the  first  moment  of  his  arrival  at  Calcutta, 
to  the  latest  period  of  his  existence  ?  He 
was  employed,  sir,  in  reversing  every 
measure,  in  cutting  down  every  political 
act  of  his  predecessor,  in  endeavouring  to 
repair,  or  at  least  to  put  a  stop  to,  the 
universal  mischiefs  produced  by  the  mea- 
sures of  lord  Wellesley.  This  house  voted 
a  monument  to  lord  Cornwallis.  If  vou 
approve  of  the  conduct  of  lord  Wellesley, 
be  consistent,  at  least,  and  begin  where,  on 
this  principle,  you  ought  to  begin,  by  or- 
derinff  lord  Cornwallis^s  monument  to  be 
pulled  down,  and  then  on  its  ruins  you 
may  erect  a  statue  to  lord  Wellesley : 
but,  at  last,  we  are  told,  that  the  noble 
lord's  motives  were  always  good,  that  his 
zeal  to  serve  the  Company  was  always 
ardent:  I  have  already  said,  there  is  no 
human  tribunal  can  take  cognizance  of  bis 
conscience  or  penetrate  into  his  motives, 
abstractedly  from  his  conduct.  In  my 
mind,  sir,  the  noble  lord  has  done  all  with 
his  eyes  open,  caring,  as  it  seems,  but  lit«r 
tie  for  the  consequences  ;  secure  of  pro- 
tection here ;  andf  so  he  has  found  it ;  but 
before  this  house  proceeds  to  pass  a  vote 
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which  as  an  hon.  director  7 Mr.  Grant) 
has  told  you,  will  be  attended  with  incal- 
culable mischief  in  India,  I  trust  it  will  re- 
flect, and  I  call  upon  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters, before  they  lend  their  aid  to  a 
measure  so  pregnant  with  disgrace  to  the 
British  name  and  character,  to  reflect  on 
those  duties  which  they  owe  to  their  so- 
vereign, to  their  country,  and,  in  truth,  to 
their  own  characters.     I  thank  the  house 
§6t  the  indulgence  it  has  shewn  me,  I  shall 
trespass  no  longer,  but  shall  give  my  de- 
cided negative  to  the  present  question.  — 
The  house  then  divided. 

For  the  Vote  of  Approbation    -    98 
Against  it    -------     19 

Majority    -    -    -    — ^79 

liist  qf  Members  who  voted  m  the  Minorities. 


Astell,  W. 
Creevey,  T. 
Fitzgerald,  M. 
Folkestone,  lord 
Grant,  C. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Horner,  F. 
Howorth,  U. 
Johnstone,  G» 
l^shinj^ton,  S. 
LaureDcCy  F. 


Martin,  H. 
Moore,  P. 
Ossulston,  lord 
Romilly,  sir  S. 
Sheridan,  K  B. 
Snmh,  W. 
Smith,  G. 
Turton,  sir  T. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Whithread,  S. 
Windham,  W. 


HOUSB   OF   COMMONS. 

Monday,  June  20. 

[Scotch  Local  Militia  Bill.]  On  the 
notion  for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Yorke,  pursuant  to  his  notice,  rose, 
he  said,  to  deliver  his  sentiments,  not 
merely  upon  the  subject  of  this  bill,  but 
on  that  of  the  English  Local  Militia,  which 
he  had  not  an  opportunity  of  attending  in 
its  progress,  and  upon  the  defensive  state 
of  tne  country.  He  began,  by  expressing 
his  regret,  that  the  people  did  not  now 
seem  so  feelingly  alive  to  the  danger  with 
which  they  were  threatehed,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  accumulated  means  and 
determined  intentions  of  the  enemy,  as  they 
were  a  very  tew  years  since,  when  that 
danger  was  much  more  distant,  and  when 
impediments,  numerous  and  formidable, 
stood  in  the  way,  which  had  been  since 
removed.  The  countiy  seemed  to  repose 
in  a  Anal  security,  as  if  people  imagined, 
that  because  there  was  not  a  formidable 
army  now  encamped  at  Boulogne,  the  dan- 
ger was  less  imminent,  or  the  purpose  of 
the  enemy  less  certain.  But,  for  nis  own 
part,  he  was  convinced,  the  more  time  the 
rrench  emperor  took  in  preparation,  the 
more  certain  wSis  our  danger;  because  the 
greater  would  be  his  power,  and  the  more 


mature  his  plans.  Having  now  conquered 
or  humbled  to  his  purpose  almost  all  the 
powers  of  the  continent,  and  having  no 
diversion  to  apprehend  from  thence,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  the  means  of  all  the  con-" 
tinent  superadded  to  his  own,  there  was 
not  room  left  for  the  slightest  doubt  of  his 
long-threatened  and  immoveable  purpose, 
to  concentre  all  his  means,  for  the  purpose 
of  adding  this  country  and  Ireland  to  the 
number  of  his  conquests.  It  was  conse- 
quently the  duty  of  the  government  to 
make  every  possible  preparation.  He  en- 
tered at  considerable  length  into  a  review 
of  the  different  means  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  armed  men  in  these  kingdoms.  He 
was  glad  to  find  his  noble  friend  had,  in 
addition  to  the  General  Militia  and  Volun- 
teer systems,  and  the  Local  Militia,  deter- 
minedf  to  retain  also  the  Training  bill  in 
England,  as  a  part  of  his  plan;  but  he 
coil  Id  see  no  just  reason  why  the  principle 
ot  the  Training  bill  should  not  be  earned 
into  operation  also  in  Scotland,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  Local  Militia ;  or  why  any  dif- 
ference in  this  respect  should  be  made 
between  the  two  countries.  When  he  had 
the  honour  to  introduce  the  Training  bill 
in  1802,  he  included  Scotland.  With  re». 
pect  to  the  principle  of  militia  force,  he 
owned  that  he  should  pi*efer  a  much  greater 
limitation  of  that  force,  and  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  force  for  general  service,  both 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  who  might 
be  interchanged  as  occasion  required,  and 
continuing  the  training  system  to  the  ut- 
most extent,  so  as  to  keep  a  trained  ibrce 
always  prepared,  in  case  of  emergency,  to 
join  the  army ;  the  mpn  thus  trained,  to 
be  termed  the  Army  of  Reserve,  or  any 
other  appropriate  title ;  but  in  case  of  ac- 
tual emergency,  he  was  confident  resort 
must  inevitably  be  had  to  some  sort  of  con- 
scription, by  ballot,  or  other^'ise,  as  it 
would  be  useless  to  depend  upon  voluntary 
enlistments  to  fill  up  the  ranks.  He  was 
apprehensive  that  much  confusi<m  would 
arise  from  carrying  on  at  the  same  time 
the  two  ballots  for  the  General  and  the 
Local  Militias,  which  could  not  be  pre- 
vented without  the  utmost  care  of  the  par- 
ties to  whom  the  business  should  fall.  Ho 
answered  some  comparisons  which  had 
been  made  on  a  former  night  between  the 
difterent  systems  of  discipline  in  the  Bri- 
tish and  French  armies ;  and  he  gave  a  de- 
cided preference  to  the  former.  Upon  Ao 
whole,  he  thought,  that  under  the  operafttei 
of  the  various  plans  on  foot  for  increaoig 
the  number  of  armed  men  in  the  conatef. 
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the  ntimerical  force  was  carried  to  pretty 
nearly  its  utmost  pitch  ;  and  he  was  also 
glad  to  find  that  the  regular,  militia,  and 
volunteer  forces  of  the  countrv  had  attain- 
ed to  a  pitch  of  numbers  and  discipline, 
beyond  any  thing  that  was  ever  thought 
of.  It  was  by  sedulously  keeping  up  this, 
system  offeree  and  discipline,  under  judi- 
cious commanders,  added  to  the  native 
valour  of  the  people,  that  we  must  place 
our  sole  hopes  of  security ;  so  that  when 
an  enemy  such  as  we  had  to  contend  with, 
should  view  with  a  soldier's  eye  the  extent 
and  diitposition  of  our  force,  and  see  that 
we  were  well  defended  at  all  points,  he 
would  naturally  decline  to  meddle  with  a 
country  so  circumstanced,  and  which,  he 
must  see,  he  could  not  touch  without  burn- 
ing his  fingers.  But,  of  the  intention  of  the 
emperor  of  France  to  use  every  means  in 
his  power  to  conquer  these  countries  there 
could  hot  remain  a  doubt:  of  his  formida- 
ble power,  his  prowess,  and  his  talents, 
the  world  were  witnesses;  and  if  valour, 
talents,  and  prowess,  could  give  any  man 
claims  to  royal  power,  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged no  man  ever  merited  more  the  title 
of  Emperor  of  France.  Of  his  morals,  or 
the  means  he  sometimes  used  to  compass 
his  ends,  he  would  say  nothing  ',  but  as  a 
conqueror,  it  must  be  admitted  he  was 
equal,  if  not  superior,  to  Csesar  or  Alexan- 
der. Such  an  enemy,  arm^d  with  the 
means  he  possessed,  was  not  to  be  viewed 
without  apprehension :  he  had  already 
conquered  much  the  greater  part,  if  not 
the  whole,  of  Europe.  There  might  be 
those  who  flattered  themselves  he  had 
work  enough  cut  out  for  him  in  Spain,  to 
divert  his  attention  from  this  country ; 
but  it  was  to  be  feared  the  spark  lately 
struck  in  that  kingdom,  had  kindled  but  a 
feeble  flame,  and  of  short  duration  ;  for 
how  was  it  to  be  expected,ja  people,  whose 
government  had  treacherously  conspired 
'with  its  own  enemy  to*  surrender  them  to 
French  slavery  and  rivet  their  chains,  could 
escape  the  machinations  so  long  preparing 
s^gainst  them,  and  terminated  by  the  base 
and  degrading  surrender  of  the  last  crown 
of  the  Bourbon  family,  to  which  the  Spa- 
^sh  monarch  had.proved  himself  a  dis- 
grace ?  Every  man  must  have  seen  from 
the  moment  that  the  Spanish  army  was 
divided,  and  one  brancn  sent  to  Portugal 
and  the  other  to  the  opposite  frontier, 
while  a  French  force  was  suffered  to  march 
into  the  heart  of  the  country  and  make 
themselves  masters  of  the  c^jpital,  that  the 
.people  were  betrayed.    That  was  the  mo- 


ment when  any  interference  on  the  part 
of  this  country  might  have  been  successful ; 
but  now,  he  feared,  it  was  too  late,  and 
that  scarcely  a  hope  remained  that  the 
struggles  of  the  Spanish  people  would  be 
successful. — ^As  to  Sweden,  he  feared  there 
was  as  little  room  to  hope  for  a  successful 
issue  in  that  quarter;  or  that  the  Swedish 
power,  however  praiseworthy  the  magna- 
nimous and  princely  spirit  of  the  monarch, 
could  hive  any  chance  of  holding  out 
against  the  combined  force  of  Russia  and 
France.  Those  countries  reduced  under 
the  power  of  that  man,  whose  sleepless 
activity  and  vigilant  ambition,  marked  his 
views  as  nothing  short  of  the  subjugation 
of  Europe,  perhaps  of  the  world,  he  would 
then  possess  the  whole  force  of  Europe, 
and  command  every  port  from  the  Baltic 
to  Cadiz,  to  detach  its  force  against  us. 
It  was,  he  thought,  quite  impossible  to  ex- 
pect any  thing  else  than  that  his  success 
against  Spain  and  Sweden,  would  be  im- 
mediately followed  by  an  attempt  on  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland  ;  and  of  the  latter  coun- 
try, he  would  only  say,  that  though  it  was 
the  left  arm  of  the  empire,  it  would  re- 
quire the  force  of  the  right  to  keep  dowa 
rebellion,  in  case  of  such  an  attack.  It 
was  notorious  that  the  French  emperor, 
on  a  landing  in  that  country,  looked  to  the 
assistance  0?  a  numerous  party,  whose  ob- 
ject it  always  was  to  eflPect  a  separation 
from  this ;  for  though  the  great  body  of 
the  people  were  loyal,  and  attached  to 
British  government,  still  there  was  a  nu- 
merous party  in  Ireland  ever  since  the 
days  of  queen  Elizabeth,  with  whom  sepa- 
ration from  this  country  was  a  favourite ' 
project,  and  who  only  postponed  the  at- 
tempt for  want  of  a  favourable  opportunity 
in  the  aid  of  some  foreign  power.  This 
was  the  main  purpose,  disguised  under 
the  <;ls^mour  of  Catholic  emancipation,  for 
whicb,  as  was  acknowledged  by  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  last  Irish  rebellion  to  the 
Secret  Committee  of  parliament,  the  peo- 
ple did  not  care  one  farthing. — As  to  the 
means  of  our  defence,  too  many  there  were 
who  looked  to  British  fleets  a-i  impregna- 
ble bulwarks  against  the  enemy's  designs; 
but  history  furnished  many  mstances  to 
shew,  that  a  reliance  solely  upon  such  a 
security  was  dangerous  in  the  extreme. 
He  instanced  the  case  of  the  French  fleet 
and  army,  consisting  of  13  sail  of  the  line, 
and  as  many  frigates,  with  300  transports, 
and  40,000  men,  which  sailed  from  Malta 
in  1798  to  attack  Egypt,  and  although  ad- 
miral Nelson  was  in  pursuit  of  them,  and 
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so  near  that  his  fleet  passed  their  stemmost 
ships  in  the  night,  yet  they  were  able  to 
effect  their  landing,  and  take  possession  of 
the  country. — It  would  be  recollected,  that 
at  the  time  that  lord  Bridport  was  before 
Brest,  a  French  fleet  went  out  of  that 
harbour,  ran  op  into  the  Mediterranean, 
touched  at  Cadiz,  and  returned  to  Brest 
without  any  loss,  and  carrying  in  the 
Spanish  fleet  with  them :  it  was  but  the 
other  day  that  the  Rochefort  squadron  lefl 
that  port,  sailed  up  the  Mediterranean, 
went  to  Corfu,  did  the  business  upon  which 
it  was  sent,  and  then  arrived  at  Toulon  in 
safety.  In  neither  of  these  cases  was  the 
slightest  blame  to  be  attached  to  the  offi- 
cers who  commanded ;  but,  from  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  service  itself,  it  was  utterly 
impossible  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
such  things.  We  knew  the  formidable 
power  which  was  opposed  to  this  country, 
and  the  formidable  mode  in  which  that 
power  was  usually  applied.  The  French 
government  had  called  out  and  selected 
all  those  institutions  which  could  best  pro- 
mote the  great  object  which  they  had  in 
view.  They  had  completely  adopted  the 
old  Roman  principle,  of  making  use  of  the 
armies  they  had  conquered.  It  was,  there- 
fore, impossible  to  calculate  the  number 
of  soldiers  which  France  could  collect  from 
the  extensive  regions  under  her  influence, 
for  the  invasion  of  this  country.  The  great 
means  of  attack  were  principally  derived 
from  the  adoption  of  this  principle.  There 
was  another  strong  feudal  principle  vv^hich 
had  been  revived  by  Buonaparte,  that  of 
giving  fiefs  to  his  generals  and  officers  in 
the  conquered  countries.  If  an  invasion 
were  successful  in  this  country,  or  rather  in 
Ireland,  we  might  depend  upon  seeing  the 
same  system  realized,  that  was  acted  upon 
at  th6  Norman  conquest.  Nobody  should 
flatter  himself  that  it  would  be  possible, 
af^er  an  unsuccessful  campaign  in  this 
country,  to  patch  up  any  kind  of  peace 
with  France  that  would  preserve  property 
in  its  present  channel.  The  victorious  ar- 
mies would  be  distributed  over  the  country 
to  colonize  the  soil  that  they  had  con- 
quered.— Had  our  navy  not  been  in  the  state 
it  was,  this  misfortune  might  have  fallen 
on  the  country  before  now.  It  therefore 
became  wise  and  prudent  statesmen  to 
consider  of  such  measures,  that  if  ever  our 
navy  should  be  inferior  to  the  enemy,  as 
it  was  for  a  short  time  during  the  Ame- 
rican war,  o^  in  case  any  accident  should 
befal  our  fle^t,  either  from  conflagration 
or  tempest^  such  accident  should  not  leave 


the  country  without  defence,  or  give  it  up 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  ^ame 
that  was  now  playing  was  altogether  in  fa* 
vour  of  the  enemy ;  for  this  country  was 
contending  fbr  its  last  stake,  while  its  ene* 
my  was  exposed  to  no  such  risk.  Suppose 
an  army  of  the  enemy  to  be  landed  in  this 
country,  and  beaten,  what  would  be  the 
consequence  ?  It  would  only  be  that  their 
army  would  surrender,  that  its  officers 
would  be  treated  with  kindness,  as  we 
always  did  treat  officers  who  were  pri- 
soners, and  that  the  surrendering  army- 
would  only  ffive  us  a  number  of  prisoners 
to  be  maintamed  at  a  great  expence.  The 
loss  of  one  army  would  scarcely  be  felt  by 
France,  but  the  success  of  that  army  would 
be  the  absolute  ruin  of  this  country.  To 
meet  such  dangers,  he  thought  a  system 
should  be  immediately  adopted  to  strength- 
en and  fortify  the  country  itself,  as  well  as 
to  prepare  the  best  means  of  bringing  up 
its  whole  force  to  oppose  the  enemy.  It 
was  well  known  that  vast  sums  of  money 
had  been  granted  for  fortifications,  and  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  next  session  to  move 
for  a  Secret  Committee,  to  examine  ia 
what  manner  those  sums  had  been  ex- 
pended. As  to  the  defence  of  the  coast, 
he  believed  the  coasts  of  Kent  and  Sussex 
were  pretty  well  protected ;  but  he  wished 
to  know  why  the  coasts  of  Essex  and 
Suffolk  were  not  equally  fortified.  He 
thought  that  the  entire  coast  from  Ports- 
mouth to  Yarmouth,  including  these  towns, 
should  be  put  in  a  perfect  state  of  defence. 
Neither  should  the  western  coast  of  Eng- 
land, or  the  coast  of  Scotland  be  neglected. 
The  French  had  put  almost  the  whole  of 
their  coast  in  such  a  state  of  fortification, 
that  a  boat  could  hardly  .pass  any  where 
without  meeting  obstruction  from  some 
battery.  The  communication  with  Ire- 
land should  also  be  attended  to,  and  the 
enemy  should  never  be  allowed,  as  was  the 
case  about  the  time  of  the  Union,  to  cruize 
in  the  narrow  part  between  the  two 
islands. — He  should  next  advert  to  the 
internal  defence  of  the  country,  and  in 
the  first  place  of  its  capital.  It  was 
well  known,  that  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  he  had  delivered  his  opinion 
against  fortifying  London.  Austria  was, 
however,  at  that  time  unbroken  ;  Prussia 
was  powerful ;  and  the  colossal  power  of 
Russia  had  not  been  brought  to  the  tesL 
This  opinion  was,  however,  now  entirely 
changed  with  the  circumstances  of  die 
times.  Now  that  Austri a  was  in  chains,  and 
dared  not  look  her  conqueror  in  the  &€e; 
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now  that  Prussia  had  vanished  from  the 
earth,  and  the  weakness  of  the  colossal 
power  of  Russia  had  been  proved,  he 
thought  that  measures  ou^ht  to  be  taken 
for  securing  the  capital  oy  fortifications, 
which,  defended  by  the  physical  force  of 
London,  might  stop  an  enemy,  at  least  until 
our  main  force  could  come  up.  He  thought 
the  strong  passes  in  Kent  and  Sussex  should 
now  be  fortified,  so  as  to  aftbrd  strong  posi- 
tions to  our  armies.  He  thought  that  equal 
pains  should  be  taken  to  defend  the  ap- 
proaches to  London  through  Suffolk  and 
Essex ;  but  that  if,  after  all,  London  should 
be  taken,  the  country  ought  not  to  be 
given  up.  He  should,  even  then,  think 
that  the  heart  of  the  country,  which  he 
considered  to  be  on  the  banks  of  the 
Severn,  the  Trent  and  the  Mersey,  should 
still  be  defended,  and  the  communication 
being  kept  up  with  Ireland,  might  supply 
fresh  armies  to  fight  the  last  battle  for  the 
defence  of  the  country.  He  considered 
fortifications  as  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  defence  of  any  country,  and  very  often 
the  principal  cause  of  its  success  in  war. 
It  was  from  the  care  that  Lewis  the  14th 
had  taken  to  secure  the  frontiers  of  France 
with  impreghable  fortresses,  that  the  ex- 
pedition commanded  by  the  duke  of  Bruns- 
wick so  completely  failed.  Buonaparte 
knew  so  well  the  value  of  fortifications, 
that  in  his  most  successful  campaigns  he 
took  care  to  secure  himself,  every  step  that 
he  advanced,  by  such  means.  He  thought 
the  fort  of  Brannau  of  such  importance, 
that  he  would  not  surrender  it  to  Austria 
until  the  war  with  Russia  and  Prussia  was 
finished;  neither  would  he  permit  Austria 
now  to  raise  fresh  fortincations.  He 
thought  the  disasters  which  Austria  had 
met  with  proceeded  in  a  great  measure 
from  the  want  of  fortifications;  and  that 
the  extinction  of  Prussia  was  owing  to  her 
not  having  properly  provided  for  defence 
the  fortresses  the  had ;  and  that  it  was  not 
so  much  the  loss  of  the  battle  of  Friedland, 
as  the  want  of  strong  places  to  stop  the 
victorious  enemy,  that  <H>liged  the  empe- 
ror of  Russia  to  sign  a  most  disgraceful 
peace.  The  fortifications  which  he  would 
recommend,  would  greatly  contribute  to 
the  defensive  strength  of  the  country, 
without  menacing  its  liberties,  which  last 
was  the  dread  objection  that  our  ancestors 
had  to  large  standing  armies.  Af^r 
dwelling,  at  some  lerigth,  on  these  topics, 
he  concluded  by  strongly  reconmiending 
to  ministers  to  adopt  every  possible 
means  of  strengthening  the  national  de- 


fence now,  while  there  was  time  to  do 
so,  and  not  to  put  those  measures  of!^ 
until  the  danger  snould  be  more  imminent. 
Lord  CaBtlereagk  expressed  great  obli- 
gations to  his  right  hon.  friend  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  stated  his  opi- 
nions; and  declared  his  willingness  to  give 
every  explanation  that  his  duty  would 
allow  him,  respecting  the  measures  taken 
for  the  defence  of  the  country.  He 
agreed  with  his  riffht  hon.  friend,  that  it 
would  be  a  great  fault  in  ministers  to  en- 
deavour to  lull  the  country  into  a  false 
sense  of  security.  He  allowed  that  the 
danger  was  great,  although  perhaps  not 
immediate.  There  was  certainly  danger 
enough  stirring  abroad,  to  make  it  neces- 
sary for  the  country  to  consider  anxiously 
of  the  best  means  for  its  defence.  If,  on 
the  one  hand,  he  would  not  wish  the  coun- 
try to  entertain  a  false  idea  of  its  security, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  thought  it  was  bqt 
&ir  and  right  that  it  should  know  what 
had  already  been  done  by  its  government, 
to  promote  that  security.  In  the  first 
place,  there  was  a  number  of  regulars  and 
militia,  equal  to  what  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  always  considered  as  the  greatest  ex- 
ertion that  the  country  could  be  called 
upon  to  make.  He  had  always  said,  that 
he  had  never  found  fault  with  the  nume- 
rical force,  or  with  the  quality  of  those 
troops  ;  and  he  had  confessed,  that  it  was 
as  large  an  army  as  was  wanting,  or  as 
this  country  could  afford  to  keep  up.  As  < 
to  the  deficiency  in  point  of  fortification, 
it  would  be  obvious  to  his  right  hon.  friend, 
that  no  country  could  at  once  so  com- 
pletely change  its  system  and  character, 
as,  from  a  naked  country,  to  become  a 
strongly-fortified  one.  When  it  was  con- 
sidered how  very  low  the  establishment  of 
the  Ordnance  was  at  the  beginning  of 
the  late  war,  it  was  astonishine:  that  it 
should  have  started  forth  from  almost  no- 
thing to  its  present  most  respectable  state. 
There  was  no  service  which  required 
more  time  to  bring  to  a  state  of  perfec- 
tion. Engineers  were  not  to  be  made  in  a 
day,  or  by  an  act  of  parliament.  As  to 
the  defence  of  the  coast,  theVe  had,  been 
considerable  exertions,  in  this  respect. 
DoveY,  Chatham,  and  the  whole  course  of 
the  Medway,  were  placed  in  a  very  strong 
state  of  defence.  He  believed  the  whole 
line  of  coast  from  Portsmouth  to  the 
Thames  might  be  considered  in  a  very 
perfect  state  of  defence,  and  much  more 
strongly  fortified  than  any  part  of  the  ene- 
my's coast.    The   enemy  were,  indeed. 
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obliged  to  erect  many  batteries  on.  their 
coast,  not  £;>r  the  purpose  of  repelling 
invasion,  but  to  protect  their  coasting 
vessels.  They  had  latterly  made  the  coast 
very  strong  between  Boulogne  and  Os- 
tend,  that  their  boats  might  creep  along 
near  the  shores  in  security,  out  of  the 
reach  of  our  frigates.  The  shores  of  the 
southern  dbtrict  were,  however,  as  strongly 
fortified  as  any  part  of  the  French  coast, 
and  under  the  form^  administration  of 
lord  Chatham,  a  system  had  been  adopted 
for  putting  the  coasts  of  the  eastern  dis- 
trict in  a  similar  state  of  defence.  This 
system  had  been  suspended  uiuler  the  late 
administration,  who  certainly  could  not 
have  been  expected  to  adopt  it,  without 
taidng  time  to  give  it  the  most  serious 
consideration.  A  considerable  deal  had 
also  been  done  in  Ireland  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  principal  harbours^  particularly 
Cork  harbour  and  Baatry  Bay.  His  lord- 
ship concluded  with  some  observations  on 
the  advantages  which  he  thought  the 
country  would  derive  from  the  Local  Mi- 
litia bill. 

Mr.  Wmdham  considered,  that  the  dan- 
'  ^er  which  this  country  was  exposed  to 
was  greater  than  all  the  plans  of  the  noble 
lord,  even  with  the  addition  of  the  pro- 
posed system  of  fortification,  would  be 
able  to  meet.  The  question  which  re- 
mained between  him  and  the  noble  lord« 
was,  whether  one  or  200,000  men,  en- 
rolled undeir  the  Training  act,  aad  li- 
able to  be  called  upon  in  case  of  actual 
mvasion,  to  recruit  the  army,  was,  or  was 
not,  a  more  effectual  means  for  the  defence 
of  the  country  than  the  establishment  of 
this  Local  Militia  ?  He  was  sorry  to  find 
that  ministers  had  not  yet  made  up  their 
minds -upon  the  subject  of  fortifications  for 
the  internal  defence  of  the  country  ;  but 
as  to  those  works,  which  were  projected 
by  lord  Chatham,  the  noble  lord  did  justice 
to  the  late  administration,  in  saying  that 
they  were  bound  in  duty  not  to  adopt 
^uch  a  system  without  the  fullest  consi- 
deration. There  was  scarcely  any  subject 
jOn  which  there  was  a  greater  contrariety 
of  opinion  ;  and  the  opinion  of  the  gene- 
ral officers  who  "were  to  command  in  the 
field,  was  of  at  least  as  much  consequence 
as  that  of  the  engineers  who  were  to  exe- 
cute the  works.  He  complained  of  the 
4ioble  lord^  however,  for  weakening  the 
military. system  that  was  handed  down  to 
^im  by  the  late  administration.  He  had 
^und  the  system  of  reciuiiting  so  pro- 
ductive and  exuberajit,  that  he  doubtless 


thought  it  his  duty  to  apply  the  pruning 
knife,  and  he  understooa  the  recruitinj^ 
service  had  suffered  considerably  by  the 
measures  of  the  noble  lord. 

iVIr.  Herbert,  of  Kerry,  recommended  to 
the  consideration  of  the  noble  lord  the  pro- 
priety of  an  interchange  of  the  militias  of 
the  two  countries.  Such  a  measure  woul<) 
come  with  peculiar  propriety  from  that 
noble  lord,  to  whom  Ireland  had  already 
contracted  such  a  debt  of  gratitude,  by  his 
effecting  the  grand  object  of  an  union. 
Whatever  might  be  the  ultimate  determi- 
nation of  government  on  the  grand  sub- 
ject of  internal  defence,  by  fortification,  it 
would  be  well  worth  the  attention  of  the 
noble  lord  to  consider  of  the  most  effectual 
means  of  securing  the  country  in  the  time 
of  danger.  Much  had  been  done,  and  yet 
much  remained,  particularly  in  Ireland. 
He  had  however  little  doubt,  that  under 
the  superintendance  of  the  noble  lord 
nothing  would  be  left  uiiattempted  which 
could  prove  serviceable  to  the  public  se- 
curity, or  honourable  to  the  exertions  of 
himself  and  his  colleagues. — ^I'he  bill  was 
then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  iVindhoni  gave  notice  of  a  modon 
for  the  next  session,  probably  when  the 
Mutin|^  act  should  be  before  the  house, 
the  object  of  which  would  be  the  protec- 
tion of  soldiers  who  had  entered  for  limited 
service,  in  consequence  of  the  regulations 
of  the  year  before  last.  His  proposition 
would  be  to  prevent  such  soldiers  from 
consenting  to  extend  their  service  for  life, 
until  the  expiration  of  the  engagement 
which  th^  had  already  contractedL 

[Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.]  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice  that 
he  would  on  Thursday  next  submit  a  mo- 
tion to  the  house,  the  subject  of  which 
would  be  to  found  a  separate  bill  upon  the 
Resolution  respecting  Mr.  Palmer's  Claim, 
instead  of  incorporating  it  in  the  Appro- 
priation act. 

[Curates  Residence  Bill.]  On  the 
motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Barham  repeated  the  arguments  so 
often  urged  by  the  opposers  of  this  mea* 
sure.  He  considered  it  extremely  dan- 
gerous to  the  interests  of  the  Church,  by 
granting  such  considerable  power  to  tl^e 
bishops,  which  would  not  fail  to  produce 
contention  amongst  the  whole  body  of  the 
clergy.  The  bill,  moreover,  was  altoge- 
ther inefficient  to  its  purpose,  as  it  was  ^ 
best  but  a  partial  remedy  to  the  great  evil 
of  non-residence>  and  finally  b^  olyecW 
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to  the  existence  of  the  fact  presumed  to 
exi^t,  on  ^hich  this  bill  stood,  namely, 
the  respectire  yalues  of  Charch  establish- 
ments. 

Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  supported  the  bill, 
and  was  happy  to  find  that  the  economy 
and  guardianship  of  the  Church  had  fallen 
into  such  good  hands.  He  lamented  the 
spirit  of  opposition  which  bad  so  uni- 
formly displayed  itself  on  the  other  side 
of  the  house,  to  a  measure  calculated  to 
secure  the  dearest  interests  of  the  Church 
and  vhe  comfort  of  all  descriptions  of  the 
clergy. 

Lord  Milton  dreaded  the  terrific  influ- 
ence the  present  bill  must  necessarily  five 
the  superiors  of  the  Church  over  their 
inferiors,  and  the  operation  of  this  inflv- 
ence,  through  the  medium  of  the  minor 
clergy,  upon  the  public  mind  at  large. 

Mr.  Tiemey  thought  the  bill  could  be 
brought  into  operation  only  by  the  neg- 
ligence of  the  rector;  a  supposition  on 
which  he  did  not  think  it  dignified  to  act. 

Mr.  Windham  followed  on  the  same  side : 
he  said  the  bill  was  not  content  to  let  the 
Church  remain  '  militant  here  on  earth,' 
but  it  wished  to  render  it  a  Church  *  liti- 
gant' also. 

Mr.  Stephens  supported  the  bill  as  tend- 
ing to  cause  the  parochial  duties  to  be  per- 
formed by  persons  whose  indigence  would 
not  disgrace  their  profession.  ~ 

Dr.  Laurence  objected  to  the  bill,  that  it 
tended  to  destroy  the  principle  upon 
which  not  only  ecclesiastical  but  property 
in  general  was  founded.  He  was  of  opi- 
nion, there  was  ho  necessity  for  legislative 
interference  on  this  -subject,  and  that  it 
would  be  better  to  leave  the  appointment 
of  curates  salaries  to  the  diocesan.  He 
considered  it  to  be  a  great  defect  in  the 
bill,  that  it  did  not  apply  to  lay  impro- 
priators. 

Mr.  Wkiihread  itated,  as  a  matter  of 
complaint,  that  the  bill  was  intended  tq 
extend  to  Ireland.  This  was  contrary  to 
the  understanding  which  prevailed  when 
it  was  referred  to  a  committee.  It  was 
with  him  a  very  great  objection  to  the 
bill  that  it  gave  a  discretionary  power  to 
the  bishop.  The  instances  were  so  few  in 
tvhich  the  principle  of  the  bill  could  be 
made  to  apply,  that  they  were  not  worth 
legislative  mterference. — The  house  then 
divided  on  the  question,  that  the  bill  be 
now  read  a  third  time  :  Ayes  73  ;  Noes  20; 
Majority,  53. — ^While  strangers  were  ex- 
cluded, lord  Porchester  tendered  a  Clause, 
by  way  of  rider,  upon  which  another  di- 


vision took  place  :  Ayes  7  ;  Noes  61.-* 
Majority  against  the  Clause  51.  The 
bill  was  then  passed,  and  ordered  to  the 
Lords. 


HOUSE    OP    LORDS. 

Tuesday,  June  '21. 

[Curates  Residencb  Bill.]  On  the 
first  reading  of  the  Curates  Hesidence  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  rose  and  said, 
that  he  was  determined  to  oppose  the  bill 
in  all  its  stages.  It  was  a  bill  which  went 
to  give  the  bishops  an  increase  of  discre-  ^ 
tionary  power,  which  power  they  were 
known  already  to  have  abused;  so  that 
the  present  biU  would  only  tend  to  enable 
them  to  extend  that  abuse  in  proportion  as 
their  power  was  extended. 

The  Bishop  of  London  moved  that  the 
bill  be  printed.  In  a  day  or  two,  he  sh<iuld 
propose  a  day  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  bilL  He  should,  at  present,  o£fer  no 
observations  upon  what  had  just  fallen  from, 
a  noble  earl,  as  abundant  opportnnitm 
would  occur  of  arguing  the  merits  of  the 
bill  in  its  fiiture  stages. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  On  the  motioa 
that  this  bill  do  pass, 

..  The  Earl  of  Selkirk  renewed  his  objec-> 
tion  to  the  measure.  He  wished  it  to  be 
confined  to  the  age  between  18  and  25  ; 
and  thus  it  would  hitve  the  effect  of  train- 
ing the  whole  body  of  the  youth  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  use  of  arms.  He  was  anxi- 
ous the  bill  should  be  freed  from  the  incon- 
venience and  difikulties  under  which  other 
measures  of  thb  nature  were  known  by 
experience  to  be  liable.  Above  all,  he 
wished  to  abolish  the  ballot;  with  that 
view  he  should  move  an  amendment,  to 
omit  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill  the  words 
"  and  balloted." 

Earl  Stanhope  supported  the  motion. 
He  was  desirous  the  bill  should  rest  on  the 
principle  of  the  militia  act,  not  on  the 
principle  of  the  modern  acts.  He  wished 
it  to  approach  m  its  nature  to  the 
old  posse  comitatus  of  that  great  man  king 
Alfred:  that  was  the  true  grotmd  on 
which  to  build  on  a  large  scale  the  means 
of  defending  the  country  against  invasion, 
the  danger  of  which  was  more  real  than 
many  people  were  disposed  to  imagine. 
Such  was  the  kind  of  force  most  likely  to 
make  a  solid  and  secure  opposition  to'  an 
invasion  ;  not  your  large  standing  armies. 
Austria,  Prussia,  Italy,  and  ail  the  old 
governments,  which  ^11  like  ninepins  be- 
fore the  attack  of  the  French,  had  such 
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armies ;  but  they  were  not  such  a  force  as 
he  thought  should  and  might  now  be  or- 
ganized in  this  country,  and  on  which 
alone  it  must  rely  for  its  defence  and  secu- 
rity. 

Ix)rd  Hawkctbiay  obseryed,  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  old  passe  comiudus  was  excel- 
lent in  theory  ;  but  like  most  things  which 
were  very  specious  in  theory,  it  was  most 
inconvenient  and  insufficient  in  practice. 
What  the  state  of  the  country  now  called 
for  was,  a  force  permanent  in  time  of  peace 
and  of  war ;  and  which,  by  providing  such 
permanent  means  of  deience  to  co-operate 
with  the  already  existing  force,  would 
provide  the  means  of  permanent  resistance 
to  a  permanent  danger.  He  therefore  did 
not  see  the  use  of  the  amendment 

Lord  Sidmouth  distinguished  between  the 
plan  of  his  noble  friend  (lord  Selkirk)  and 
that  recommended  by  the  noble  earl.  His 
noble  friend  was  for  so  modelling  the  mea- 
sure as  to  make  it  operate  in  training  the 
whole  body  of  the  youth  of  the  country 
to  the  use  of  arms.  In  that  plan  he  wil- 
lingly acqui)esced  ;  but  if  the  amendment 
of  his  noble  friend  should  be  rejected,  he 
should  g^ve  his  support  to  the  present  bill, 
as  approximating  next  to  that  which  he 
thought  would  best  accomplish  the  object 
which  government  had  in  view,  and  which 
the  nature  of  the  times  made  indispensably 
necessary. 

Afier  a  few  observations  from  lord  Rad- 
fH>r,  lord  Selkirk's  amendment  was  nega- 
tived without  a  division. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  proposed  an  amend- 
«ment  to  secure  persons  balloted  for  in  the 
trainineact,  from  serving  in  the  local  mi- 
iitia.  This  amendment,  after  a  few  words 
from  lord  Hawkesbilry  and  lord  Stanhope, 
WM  also  negatived ;  afler  which  the  bill 
was  nassed. 

{Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.]  The  Order  of 
the  day  being  moved  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  Mr.  Palmer's  per-centage  bill. 

Lord  Eliot  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to 
call  the  attention  of  their  lordships  to  the 
bill  now  before  them.  He  had  bestowed 
much  attention  on  the  nature  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  Claims,  and  on  the  evidence 
which  had  been  adduced  for  and  against 
them.  After  due  consideration  of  these 
points,  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  bill 
ought  to  be  rejected^  and  he  should  con- 
clude with  a  motion  to  that  eflect.  The 
noble  lord  then  went  into  an  examination 
of  Mr.  Palmer's  contract  with  Mr.  Pitt, 
which  he  contended  had  in  view  future  as 
*  well  as  past  services.     He  also  asserted. 


that  Mr.  Palmer's  appointment  was  during 
pleasure,  and  only  to  continue  as  lone  as 
his  conduct  deserved  approbation,  and  his 
exertions  were  beneficial  to  the  public. 
There  was  nothing,  therefore,  in  the  terms 
of  the  contract  on  which  to  rest  the  claims 
which  Mr.  Palmer  now  advanced.  Be- 
sides, the  conduct  of  Mr.  Palmer,  in 
several  transactioas,  was  of  a  complexion 
to  merit  the  severest  reprobation,  and  the 
forfeiture  of  any  conditions  that  might 
have  been  entered  into  in  his  favour.  On 
this  head,  he  would  refer  their  lordships  to 
the  evidence  on  the  table,  more  particularly 
to  that  of  Mr.  Long,  who  was,  from  his 
situation  at  the  time,  best  enabled  to  be 
informed  of  every  particular  connected 
with  Mr.  Palmer  s  contract.  That  evi- 
dence was  far  from  speaking  very  strongly 
in  Mr.  Palmer's  favour.  On  these  grouncfs 
it  was,  he  had  thought  proper  to  bring 
forward  his  present  motion,  and  not  from 
any  private  motive  of  ill-will  towards  Mr. 
Palmer.  His  lordship  concluded  with 
moving  that  the  bill  be  rejected. 

The  EArlofMoira, — My  lords;  Nothing 
excited  by  any  speech  to  which  I  may  on 
former  occasions  have  listened  in  this 
house,  comes  near  to  the  degree  of  surprize 
with  which  I  have  heard  the  motion  now 
ofiered  for  your  adoption.  It  is  not  that 
my  mind  was  unprepared  for  some  extrar 
orainary  procedure.  In  a  manner  wholly 
unprecedented  in  parliaipentary  transac- 
tions, your  attention  was  called  to  this  sub- 
ject before  you  could,  consistently  with 
the  established  principle  of  your  own 
order,  or  without  infiringing  your  accus- 
tomed respect  towards  the  other  house, 
avow  any  knowledge  that  the  matter  was 
in  agitation.  Nay,  a  body  of  testimony 
received  by  a  Committee  of  the  Commons 
was  requested  from  that  house  at  a  time 
when  it  had  not  come  to  any  conclusion 
on  the  question  ;  and  a  Committee  of 
your  lordships  was  named  to  open  proceed- 
mgs  on  that  evidence.  This  seemed  not 
merely  strange  ;  but,  could  one  have  per- 
mitted oneself  to  give  way  to  the  concep- 
tion, might  have  been  thought  to  indicate 
a  fixed  resolution  of  crushmg  the  Claim 
of  Mr.  Palmer,  howsoever  it  should  be 
circumstanced.  One  resisted  the  sus- 
picion, because  it  must  have  appeared  to 
every  body  that  this  case,  though  not  in 
form  a  judicial  question,  was  in  essence 
strictly  so ;  and  the  nice  regard  of  yonr 
lordships  to  equity  forbad  the  indulgrence 
of  a  doubt  What  follows  ?  Your  Com- 
mittee give  to  you  the  evidence  just  as 
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they  received  it  from  the  house  of  com- 
mons (in  which  state,  as  you  well  know, 
it  is  not  evidence  for  this  house),  with  the 
sole  addition  of  a  few  questions  put  to  Mr. 
Long;    and,    upon  this   foundation,    the 
noble  lord   who   took    the   lead  in  your 
committee  recommends  to  you  a  conclu- 
sion  from    that    evidence,  'diametrically 
opposite  to  that  which  was  deduced  froin 
it  by  the  commons ;  and  without  a  h-iar- 
ing  given  to  Mr.  Palmer,  you  were  moved 
to  declare  against  the  justice  of  his^preten- 
sion  to  a  stipulated  participation  in  great 
advantages  acknowledged  to,.  Lave   been 
received  and  to  be  now  enjoyed  by  the 
public  through  his  plan-     You  know  that, 
previous  to  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
plan,  the  revenue  of  th  .<j  Post-office  amount- 
ed to  but  about  150^000/.  and  you  equally 
know  that,  in  cor^s^quence  of  his  system, 
it  was  swelled    'an  the  enormous  sum  of 
1,200,000/.     li  is  idle  to  attempt  saying, 
that  a  part  o^  this  arises  from  an  increased 
rate  of  postage.     The  noble   lords,  who 
have  JiUed  the  office  of  Post-master  Ge- 
nera), will  not  contradict  me  when  1  assert, 
\\i7,i  the  additional  tax  on  letters  (which 
•was  a  part  of  Mr.  Palmer's  proposal  to  the 
minister)  could  not  have  been    borne  had 
it    not    been    counterbalanced   by   some 
signal  benefit  to  the  correspondence  of  the 
country.     I  appeal  to  the  official   know- 
ledge of  those   noble  lords^  whether  the 
tardiness  and  insecurity  of  the  post,  on  its 
original  footing,  had  not  induced  numbers 
of  mercantile  people  to  send  their  letters 
in  parcels  by  the  stage  coaches,  in  diminu- 
tion of  the  iPost-office  revenue,  and  whe- 
ther it  was  not  a  growing  evil  ?  An  addi- 
tional tax  on  letters  would  have  been  only 
an  additional  motive  for  this  practice,  had 
not  the  safety  and  the  dispatch  provided 
by  Mr.  Palmer'splanfor  the  transmission  of 
letters  made  it  worth  thewhiie  of  the  mer- 
chants (and  indeed  of  all  other  descriptions) 
to  submit  to  the  augmented  tmpobt. — ^Do  I 
say  too  much  when  I  ar,8ert,  that  this  whole 
transaction  bears  a  iDost  unfavourable  co- 
lour of  a  concert  which  ought  not  to  have 
taken  place  for  such  a  purpose  ?  The  pro- 
cedure elsewhere  will  explain  my  meaning. 
The  honourable  mover  (Major  Palmer), 
whobiought  forward  the  Claim  in  another 
place,  justly  alarmed  by  the  steps  which 
he  saw  taken  here,  naturally  inferring  that 
there  was  a  determination  to  crush  this 
Bill,  and  wisely  measuring  his  own  inabi- 
lity to  struggle  against  such  a  combination, 
dropped  his  notice  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  and  determined  not  to  urge  the' 
Vol.  XI. 


matter  further  at  present  in  tjtie  house  of 
commons.  Then  the  chancellor  of  tiie  ex- 
chequer starts  up;  and,  without  having' 
given  tjac  least  hint  of  what  he  was  about 
to  dO)  urges  forward  that  bill  which  he  had 
opposed  in  every  previous  stage  with  pro- 
ferssed  hostility ;  performs  the  function 
\vhich  only  appertained  to  a  supporter  of 
the  bill ;  passes  it,  and  sends  it  up  to  us  as 
sanctioned  by  the  deliberate  judgment  of 
the  house  of  commons.  Wherefore  ?  Be- 
cause, to  those  who  had  determined  to 
trample  on  theClaim,  it  was  more  desirable 
that  sentence  should  be  passed  upon  it, 
than  that  it  should  remain  to  sirtng-hcn 
itself  by  its  intrinsic  merit  in  public 
opinion  ;  so  it  was  to  be  expedited  to  us, 
to  receive  that  dooui  which  it  was  thought 
would  be  secured  for  it  in  this  place.  Flat- 
tering indeed  to  this  house  to  imagine  that 
such  a  question,  a  question  of  prjv ate  pro- 
perty and  personal  justice,  wouid  be  pre- 
judged here !  No  other  construction,  un- 
fortunately, can  be  given  to  these  steps. 
How  ought  we  to  look  upon  those  who 
have  co-operated  in  such  a  plan  ?  That  is 
a  point  which  I  leave  to  your  feelings  re- 
spectively; for  it  is  too  painful  for  me  to 
press. — So  much,  my  lords,  for  the  preli- 
minaries. Now  see. upon  what  sort  of  argu- 
ment the  motion  itself  is  recommended. 
The  noble  lord  does  not  pretend  to  deny 
the  original  specific  contract  entered  into 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  nor  does  he  dispute  the  fact, 
that  the  advantage  reaped  by  the  public 
from  Mr.  Palmer's  plan  has  gone  far  be- 
yond what  had  been  contemplated;  but 
he  gives  you  a  choice  of  two  solutions  to 
do  away  the  inference  from  his  admission. 
In  the  first  place,  he  tells  you  that  though 
it  was  Mr.  Pitt's  intentioti  to  grant  those 
conditions,  they  were  Found  irreconcileable 
to  ihe  Post-office  Act ;  therefore,  Mr.  Pal- 
mer accepted  a  lower  per-centage  and  a 
place,  both  to  be  held  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  minister.  Mr.  Palmer's  invariable  as- 
sertion to  the  contrary,  and  his  loud  re- 
clamation against  Mr.  Pitt's  sqfisequent 
conversion  of  the  terms  into  an  annuity 
of  3,000/.  is  intitled  to  at  least  as  much 
weight,  as  the  loose  supposition  now  of- 
fered to  you.  Must  it  nnt,  however,  strike 
every  one  as  the  grossest  of  absurdities  in 
Mr.  Palmer,  that  he  should  gratuitoilsly 
-waive  a  benefit  as.^urcd  to  him  for  life,  in 
order,  without  any  additional  or  compen- 
satory boon,  to  rest  upon  the  will  of  w  ho- 
soever  might  be  minister  ?  This,  too,  when 
he  knew  the  irritation  of  all  the  old  ser- 
vants of  the  Post-office  against  hira^  fqr 
3  Q 
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his  pretension  of  managiqg  a  branch  of 
their  duty  better  than  they  had  devised 
means  of  doing,     llie  point,  however,  is 
clear  from  that  very  evidence  o^  which  tlie 
noble  lord  thinks  he  can  be  home  out 
to  another  conclusion.    That  Mr.  Fajmer 
might  be  entitled  to  interfere  at  the  Vost- 
oihce,  it  was  necessary  he  should  have  ^ 
place  under  the  Post-master  General ;  a 
place,  we  will  allow,  on  the  tenure  of  good 
behaviour ;  and  a  calculated  portion  equal 
to  the  salaiy  of  the  place  was  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  ppr-centage.     Now,  who 
does  not  see  that  in  reason  and  justice  this 
deduction  could  only  be  understood  for  as 
long  as  he  should  hold  the  place  ?  Remove 
him,  and  you  return  to  the  original  con- 
tract.   That  contract,  it  is  now  said,  was 
aot  admitted  by  Mr.  Pitt.    The  contract, 
my  lords,  cannot  be  denied.     It  stands  in 
clear  written  proof  before  you.    Nothing 
but  assumptions,  assumptions  of  the  most 
extravagant  nature,  appear  against  it ;  and 
that  Mr.  Pitt  should  have  thought  himself 
at  liberty  to  impose  arbitrarily  upon  Mr. 
Pahner  a  substitute  for  the  conditions  (hav- 
ing secured,  on  the  other  hand,  all  the  in- 
crease to  the  revenue  and  all  the  conve- 
Bience  to  the  public)  is  a  matter  which 
I  lament,  but  upon  which  I  shall  not  ex- 
patiate.    I  will  only  say,  it  seems  as  if, 
when  the  stipulated  sains  of  Mr.  Palmer 
came  to  an  amount  rar  beyond  what  had 
been    expected,   an   apprehension    arose 
that  an  improvident  bargain  might  appear 
lo  have  been  made  for  the  public ;  to  get 
rid  of  which  imputation,  it  "was  expedient 
to   annul    the    bargain   by  the   hand   of 
power.     Provident  or  improvident,  it  was 
a  bargain ;    and  as  to  tne  magnitude  of 
the  profit  to  Mr.  Palmer,  it  could  only  be 
proportional  to  the  augmented  convenience 
of  the  public.     But  the  noble  lord  then  re- 
sorts to  his  other  around ;  and  he  tells  you, 
that  whatsoever  the  conditions  might  have 
been,  they  were  forfeited  by  Mr.  ralmer's 
misconduct  in  the  ofhce ;  of  which  mis- 
conduct the  noble  lord  has  been  pleased 
to  indicate  particulars.     I  have  ahready 
resisted  the  position  that  any  alteration  in 
the  engagement  could  be  a£lected  by  Mr. 
Palmer's  behaviour  in  office,  other  than 
that  if  he  misconducted  himself,  he  was  no 
longer  to  have   the   superintendence   of 
that  concern  on  the  good  or  on  the  bad 
management  of  which  bis  gains  were  ma- 
materially  to  depend.     It  was  scourge 
enough  over  Mr.  Palmer,  that  the  busi- 
ness might  be  \eh  to  persoas,  who,  hav- 
ing asserted  that  the  scheme  never  could 


succeed,  were  piqued   in  vanity  to  de- 
feat his  hopes   as  well  as  those  of  the 
public  ;  and  in  this  circumstance  lies  the 
explanation  of  the  necessity  for  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's being  in  the  Post-office  at  all.     But 
see  what  is  urged  against  this  gentleman. 
Letters  written  in  the  carelessness  of  cod- 
fidence  to  his  deputy  are  produced  to  prove 
the  insolence  of  Mr.  Palmer  towaros  the 
^ost-master  General,  and  Mr.   Palmer's 
<^03nivance  at  frauds.    With  respect  to  the 
first,it  is  never  to  be  forgotten,  that  Mr. 
Palmet  conceived  himself,  though  ostensi- 
bly undb<  the  Post-master  General,  to  be 
substantiaiY  independent  of  anyone  b«i 
Mr.  Pitt;  bu,  as  this  seems  not  to  have 
been  explained  by  the  Treasury  to  the 
Post-master  Gei«»i-al,  there  were  constant 
jealousies  of  intFuSir)||  on  the  one  hand,  and 
of  contumacy  on  thtcAher.     I  am  not  pal- 
liating the  tone  of  R^,  Palmer's  letten» 
because  I  have  no  douK^ut  that  he  would 
be  the  first  now  to  con(^mn  their  stile, 
though  they  were  addresst^  to  one    on 
whom  he  had  such  reliance  th^t  the  senti- 
ments seemed  not  to  go  beyond  \^  own 
breast ;  but  I  positively  deny  that  the  «|ul- 
dow    of   an  impeacmnent    s^inst  Mr. 
Palmer's    integrity  can   be  drawn  firom 
those  letters  or  from  the  transactions  to 
which  they  refer.      The  noble  lord,  with- 
out sufficient  bonsidei*ation  of  the  nature 
6f  the    evidence,  directly    charges  Mr. 
Palmer  with  having  been  privy  to  the 
fabrication  of  false  vouchers.      How  does 
the  case  really  stand  ?  In  the  outset  of  the 
business,  before  any  thing  had  got  into  its 
regular  course,  Mr.  Bonnor,  the  depn^, 
advances  a  sum  of  money  to  one  of  the 
persons  employed  in  travelling  to  establish 
the  line  for  the  mail  coaches.    That  man 
loses  his  accounts  of  the  expenditure.  Mr. 
Bonnor  cannot  recover  the  sum  from  the 
office  without  detailing  the  articles    of 
charge.     He  applies,  in  a  letter  now  be- 
fore you  (see  p.  199),  to  Mr.  PakpAr,  stat- 
ing the  hardship  of  not  being  i^psSd  mo- 
ney bond  fide  laid  out  in  the  public  service. 
Mr.  Palmer  directs  Mr.  Ittsfcer,  another 
gentleman  of  the  Post-offic^,  to  sit  down 
with  Mr.  Bonnor  and  calculate  what  might 
equitably  be  supposed  the  expences  of  Uie 
man   measured   by  those  journies  which 
there  was  proof  he  had  performed,  and  ,by 
the  disbursements  which  the  establishmeiitg 
efiected  by  him  must  have  required.    The 
account  so  made  out  Mr.  Palmer  piaflsed. 
Was  this  done  in   secret?    Why,   then, 
should  Mr.  Hasker,  a  clerk  in  the  office, 
have  been  called  iu  ?  Was  there  tnrpitnde 
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in  the  treiMMtion  ?  With  whom  then  did  it 
originate  ?  the  deputy.  Who  was  to  be  the 
loser  if  the  account  should  not  be  made  up  ? 
the  deputy.  Who  ibmi^hed  the  whole  state- 
ment of  facts  ?  the  deputy.  Yet  sen  accu- 
sation made  a  long  time  after  to  the  Post^ 
master  General  by  that  deputy,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  having  quarrelled  with  his 
principal,  of  an  account's  having  been  so 
incorrectly  made  up,  is  received  from  that 
person  who  did  reap  advantage  from  the 
business,  as  decisive  testimony  against  the 
probitjr  of  Mr.  Palmer,  who  could  not  draw 
a  possible  benefit  from  the  transaction ! 
But,  says  the  noble  lord,  the  consciousness 
of  impropriety  is  evident  from  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's own  expression  in  one  of  the  letters, 
that  this  was  the  most  aukward  account  he 
had  laid  before  theboatd.  Who,  upon  a 
moment's  reflection,  (which  1  am  sorry 
the  noble  lord  did  not  give  to  it),  but  most 
perceive,  that  this  phrase  was  a  just  repre- 
hension, though  gently  conveyed,  to  the 
inattention  of  his  deputy.  And  did  the 
Post-master  General,  prejudiced  avowedly 
against  Mr.  Palmer,  ever  put  such  a  con- 
struction upon  that  letter  ?  I  say  he  could 
not  have  done  it  If  he  had,  he  must  have 
regarded  the  whole  transaction  as  fraudu- 
lent. Did  he  so  ?  There  is  direct  proof 
against  the  fact :  for  lord  Walsingham  in  the 
evidence  acquits  Mr.  Palmer  of  having  any 
private  interest  of  his  own  in  making  up 
this  account.  Had  the  transaction  been 
fraudulent,  all  the  parties  concerned  in  it 
must  have  been  subjected  to  the  deserved 
reprobation  of  the  Post  Master  General. 
Yet  Mr.  Hasker,  one  of  those  who  made 
up  the  account,  was  so  far  from  being  cen- 
sured, that  he  has  since  been  promoted  to 
a  situation  of  much  greater  trust  and  emo- 
lument. He  has  been,  I  doubt  not,  be- 
comingly so  oromoted ;  for,  I  repeat,  theie 
was  not  any  tning  in  the  business  to  excite 
even  a  transient  suspicion  of  malversa- 
tion. Then  it  is  said,  that  Mr.  Painter 
desires  his  deputy  to  pass  an  account 
which  he  at  the  same  time  describes  as 
a  shameful  imposition.  Good  heaven ! 
would  hot  one  suppose  that  the  noble  lord 
reckoned  upon  our  never  having  read  the 
documents  firom  which  he  reasons^  or, 
what  is  more  probable,  that  he  never 
read  them  himself.  What  is  it  that  Mr. 
Palmer  consents  shall  be  paid?  A  debt 
intailed  by  the  Post  Master  General 
through  an  unfitting  interference  with  Mr. 
Palmer's  contracts :  a  debt  which  could 
not  attach  on  Mr.  Palmer ;  a  debt  which 
Mr*  Palmer  had  but  to  refuse  sanctioning. 
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if  he  wanted  to  expose  and  distress  the 
Post  Master  General  whom  he  is  repre- 
sented as  treating  with  such  hostility. 
When  I  speak  of  the  Post  Master  General 
(lord  Walsingham),  it  is  with  the  sentiment 
which  every  man  who  knows  him  must 
entertain  of  him  ;  with  the  truest  respect 
for  his  private  virtues,  and  with  the  obliga- 
tion which  I  must  feel  in  common  with 
erery  other  of  your  lordships,  for  the  in- 
defatigable exertions  of  that  noble  lord  in 
the  committees  of  thid  house  ;  exertions  so 
important  for  the  security  of  the  rights  and 
properties  of  individuals  as  to  entitle  the 
noble  lord  to  the  gratitude  of  the  countrjr 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  discharges  his 
functions.  That  noble  lord  I  am  confi- 
dent, naturally  incensed  as  he  has  been  at 
the  language  held  by  Mr.  Palmer,  nevw 
for  a  moment  thought  of  putting  on  this 
matter  a  construction  difierent  from  what 
I  have  given  to  it,  or  would  have  wished  a 
hesitation  about  the  payment.  The  truth 
was,  that,  although  tlie  contractor  over- 
reached the  Post  Master-General  as  to 
the  quantum  of  compensation,  there  had 
been  a  regular  bargain;  and  the  good 
faith  of  government  was  pledged  to  the 
punctual  performance  of  its  part.  Is  it  too 
much  to  ask,  that  in  another  bargain  evi- 
dently SIS  clear  and  precise,  the  same  prin- 
ciple should  be  observed  ?  I  speak  ot  Mr. 
Palmer's  contract.  If  it,  no  more  than 
the  other,  was  not  reduced  to  a  strict 
written  agreement,  does  it  become  the 
British  government  to  quibble  like  Shy- 
lock,  and  say  **  it  cannot  find  the  condi- 
tion in  the  Bond  ?"  Does  any  body  question 
the  original  terms  ?  Does  any  body,  unless 
upon  assumptions  which  violate  common 
sense,  urge  that  there  was  a  subsequent 
alteration  of  these  conditions  ?  Mr.  Long, 
indeed,  is  called  before  the  committee  to 
give  his  opinion  of  what  was  Mr.  Pitt's 
conception  of  the  engagement.  What  a 
strange  sort  of  evidence  !  But,  indepen- 
dent of  the  inadmissibility  of  any  thins  so 
loose  as  an  opinion  upon  what  was  another 
man's  opinion,  I  would  object  to  Mr. 
Long  on  this  occasion,  as  a  person  who 
could  not  be  impartial.  He  stands  pro- 
fessedly interested  to  vindicate  the  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Pitt  from  having  made  an 
improvident  bargain.  I  do  not  admit  it  to 
have  been  an  improvident  bargain  ;  but 
had  it  been  ever  so  much  so,  I  say  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Long  cannot  counteract 
the  intrinsic  'evidence  of  the  case.  Mr. 
Long  is  a  man  of  the  highest  honour,  and 
would  not  say  that  which  he  did  not  most 
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strictly  think.  He  gives  you,  however, 
nothing  but  his  sappoflitions;  and  I  hare 
stated  that  his  anxiety  for<he  reputation  of 
his  deceased  friend  must  biass  them.  He 
does  not  state  himself  to  have  been  privy 
to  the  transaction;  and  how  should  he, 
when  be  was  not  in  office  at  the  time  of 
the  contract,  and  therefore,  could  at  best' 
but  speak  to  the  aiter-thougbt  of  Mr.  Pitt  ? 
Why  did  not  you  examine  the  reverend 
Prelate  (ti.e  bishop  of  Lincoln)  who  was 
then  Mr.  Pitt's  secretary,  or  the  president 
of  the  council  (earl  Camden),  whose  non- 
attendance  on  this  question  I  cannot  but 
remark  and  most  pointedly  regret  ?  You 
knew  that  the  business  passed  through  their 
hands ;  did  you  fear  that  their  answers 
would  not  be  favourable  ?  Why  did  you 
not  demand  of  Mr.  Palmer  himself  expla- 
nations where  any  were  wanting  ?  You 
will  say,  that  he  was  a  party  and  inadmis- 
sible. Then  so  was  Mr.  Pitt,  equally  no 
less  interested  by  his  pride  than  Mr.  Pal- 
mer was  in  his  profit,  similarly  to  be 
rejected  as  a  witness  if  you  go  upon  that 
principle,  but  most  of  all  to  be  rejected 
if  his  testimony  is  to  be  given  through  Mr. 
Long.  1  repeat,  then,  that  Mr.  Long's  evi- 
dence is  nothing.  Yet,  and  I  intreat  you  to 
observe  this,  the  gaining  this  opinion  from 
him  was  thought  of  so  much  importance  as 
to  make  it  for  that  alone  necessary  to  call 
him  before  the  Committee  of  this  house. 
Why  was  not  the  evidence  which  he  gave 
before  the  Committee  of  the  house  of 
commons  deemed  sufficient,  as  well  as  the 
rest  of  the  documents  ?  Why  ?  because 
this  opinion  was  not  contained  in  it ;  and 
it  was  necessary  to  seek  it  by  a  leading 
question  in  the  committee  of  this  house  ; 
and  that  is  the  single  new  light  attempted 
to  be  acquired  by  the  personal  exami- 
nation of  Mr.  Long.  In  short,  a  colour, 
howsoever  slight,  was  thought  quite  suffi- 
cient for  what  was  to  be  managed  here. 
— My  lords  ;  in  the  whole  of  this  business 
•there  is  the  mast  unfavourable  appearance 
or  combination.  Ministers  appear  to  have 
been  galled  by  a  defeat  in  the  other 
house.  They  have  even  acknowledged 
their  vexation,  and  have  extravagantly 
taxed  the  decision  as  the  result  of  party 
management  against  them.  What  of 
party  is  there  in  such  a  question  ;  what  of 
management  ?  The  question  was  not  carried 
by  surprize.  Never,  perhaps,  was  a  sub- 
ject so  thoroughly  debated  before.  If  I 
am  not  misinformed,  there  were  nine  dis- 
cup-iniij;,  and  five  divisions  on  this  matter 
in  ihe  house  of  commons,  in  all  of  which 


Mr.  Palmer's  Claim  was  declared  by  un- 
precedented majorities.  It  was  the  tri- 
umph of  hone«t  feeling  and  a  clear  sesise 
of  justice  over  the  most  powerful  infliH 
ence.  I  do  not  bid  yon  seek  examples 
elsewhere.  This  house  has  been  honoured, 
and  justly  honoured,  by  the  public,  for 
the  equity  wiih  which  it  has  always  pro- 
tected  the  interests  of  individuals.  The 
appearances  on  this  occasion  are  quite 
novel,  and  they  are  also  quite  intelligible. 
I  will  only  say  upon  them  that,  if  for  the 
calamity  of  the  country  a  means  were  to 
be  devised  tor  lowering  the  bouse  of  lords 
in  general  estimation,  nothing  coald  be 
more  e£&ctual  than  that  there  should  be  on 
a  question  of  justice  such  a  display  of 
preparation  as  has  now  taken  place,  and 
that  the  management  should  prove  suc- 
ceA^ul. — ^For  my  own  part,  totally  uncon- 
nected with  Mr.  Palmer,  my  support  is 
influenced  by  no  other  motive  than  the 
merits  of  his  Claims  :  for  I  declare  to 
noble  lords,  that  I  never  in  my  life  stood 
forward  in  defence  of  a  measure  in  which  I 
was  so  strongly  convinced  of  the  justice  of 
its  basis,  or  fek  a  greater  desire  to  see 
that  justice  done.  If  the  noble  baron  had 
studied  the  evidence  with  the  same  atten- 
tion that  I  have  done,  I  am  satis6ed  he 
must,  of  necessity,  have  come  to  the  same 
conclusion.  Great  injustice  has  been  done 
to  Mr.  Palmer,  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  bill  has  been  brought  forward.  Yoar 
lordships  have  not  the  whole  of  the  case 
before  you,  and  consequently  have  not  the 
means  of  coming  to  an  impartial  decision 
upon  it.  To  aiibrd  you  that  opportunity, 
I  shall  move  that  your  lordships  do  now 
adjourn.  By  adopting  this  motion,  yon 
will  avoid  coming  to  a  decision  upon  the 
question,  and  leave  the  principle  of  die 
bill  open  to  future  discussion. 

Lord  Hairowby  felt  himself  perfectly 
willing  to  allow,  that  a  positive  bargain 
had  been  made  in  the  nrst  instance  be- 
tween government  and  Mr.  Palmer,  and 
he  thought  that  no  imputation  of  unfair- 
ness ought  to  rest  upon  ministers  for  not 
calling  upon  lord  Camden  and  the  bishop 
of  Lincoln  for  their  evidence,  since  all 
they  could  possibly  relate  would  only 
confirm  what  there  was  no.  intention  of 
disputing,  namely,  the  actual  existence  of 
the  contract  ;  but  though  he  fully  ad- 
mitted that  this  bargain  had  been  originallv 
concluded,  still  he  must  express  himself 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  subsequent 
conduct  of  Mr.  Palmer  in  office,  and  his 
acceptance  of  3,000/.  per  annum,  must  be 
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considered  as  a  forfeiture  of  his  claims 
upon  government,  and  an  implied  acknow- 
ledgment upon  his  part,  that  such  forfei- 
ture had  been  justly  incurred,  and  that  he 
assented  to  the  measures  afterwards  adopt- 
ed. Indeed,  the  noble  lord  said  he  must 
consider  Mr.  Palmer  in  the  present  in- 
stance to  have  submitted  too  hastily  to 
the  undigested  advice  of  his  friends  when 
be  consented  to  the  revision  of  these 
claims.  It  would  have  been  more  politic, 
in  all  respects,  to  have  suffered  them  to 
rest  quietly  in  the  state  to  which  former 
arrangements  had  reduced  them.  There 
were  many,  objections  to  the  further  pro- 
gress of  this  bill ;  but,  did  there  exist  no 
other  than  respect  for  the  memory  of  that 
illustrious  statesman  (Mr.  Pitt)  by  whom 
this  question  had  been  previously  disposed 
of,  the  noble  lord  said,  he  should  feel 
himself  bound  to  oppose  this  bill. — ^The 
noble  lord  then  proceeded  to  comment 
very  largely  upon  the  printed  evidence, 
and  contended  that  Mr.  Palmer  had  for- 
feited all  pretension  to  the  original  bargain, 
and  that,  by  his  acceptance  of  the  3,000/. 
a  year,  he  had  yielded  up  his  Claim.  Upon 
a  mature  consideration  of  the  case,  there- 
fore, he  coutd  not,  consistently  with  his 
<luty,  or  the  respect  he  owed  the  character 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  act  otherwise  than  oppose 
any  further  entertainment  of  this  bill. 

Lord  Erskine, — 1  shall  not  attempt  to 
aay  that  all  the  minutiee  of  the  Evidence 
of  this  elaborate  case  are  now  fresh  in 
my  memory,  but,  my  lords,  here  is 
the  Opinion  given  by  me  in  my  profes- 
sional capacity  some  years  since  ;  and 
thus  far  1  will  say,  that  this  Opinion  was 
formed  and  delivered  upon  the  most  strict 
investigation^  and  the  most  serious  and 
patient  consideration ;  and  I  will  pledge 
my  honour  as  a  peer,  and  my  character  as 
a  lawyer,  on  the  soundness  of  its  basis  and 
the  correctness  of  its  doctrine.  And  I  am 
the  more  convinced  of  its  justice  when  I  see 
subscribed  to  it  the  names  of  such  great 
men,  that  I  hardly  dare  name  myself  in 
comparison.  My  lords,  here  is  the  opi- 
nion of  my  lord  Mansfield,  one  of  the 
judges.  And  I  most  Solemnly  declare  that 
I  wish  Mr.  Palmer  might  stand  or  fall  by 
the  opinion  of  the  other  eleven.  I  am 
confident  that  very  few  of  the  noble  lords, 
who  oppose  this  biff,  know  any  of  the  facts 
relating  to  its  merits,  and  I  almost  fear 
that  they  have  been  prejudiced  and  are 
determined  to  act  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  that  prejudice:  I  do,  therefore, 
conjure  the  noble  lords  not  to   treat  a 


measure  of  such  consequence  as  this  is* 
with  so  much  injustice,  as  to  declare  their 
opinion  without  knowing  what  the  mate- 
rials are  on  which  it  should  be  built.  For 
though  it  looks  very  well  to  see  noble 
lords  coming  to  the  house  with  blue 
books  [the  Evidence  printed  was  bound 
in  blue]  under  their  arms,  yet  it  is  not  the 
having  the  books  under  their  arsis  that 
will  convey  the  contents  to  their  heads. 
How  should  their  lordships  be  conversant 
with  a  mass  of  papers  which  they  have 
scarcely  had  time  to  open  ?  For  myself;  I 
have  not  yet  received  it,  and  the  only  notice 
that  has  been  given  me,  has  been  by  a 
Circular  Letter  from  the  honoorabie  mover 
of  this  Claim  in  the  other  house,  entreating 
me,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  your  lord- 
ships, not  to  decide  upon  this  case,  without 
unaerstanding  its  merits  and  reading  the 
whole  of  the  Evidence  laid  before  me. 
Can  any  noble  lord  reconcile  it  to  his  con- 
science to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  such  an  ap- 
peal to  his  justice  and  liberality  ?  I  shall 
therefore  certainly  support  the  motion  <^ 
adjournment.  Mr.  Palmer  is  accused  of 
misconduct  in  his  official  situation.  Now« 
where  is  the  evidence  to  support  sach  a 
charge  ?  There  is  not  one  tittle  to  justify 
even  a  supposition  of  such  a  nature  :  on 
the  contrary,  the  whole  of  the  Evidence 
proves  Mr.  Palmer's  conduct  throughont, 
to  have  been  that  of  an  honest  man^ — 
Some  of  the  noble  lords  say  that  Mr. 
Palmer,  by  accepting  the  5,0001.  per 
annum,  gave  up  his  claim  to  the  original 
stipulations.  Now,  that  Mr.  Palmer  never 
considered  it  in  that  light  is  indisputably 
proved  by  the  Evidence  and  his  letter 
written  at  the  time  to  a  nobl^  loid  (earl 
Camden.)  And  from  Mr.  Pitt's  own 
conduct,  it  is  evident  he  never  considered 
the  Claim  to  the  benefits  of  the  Contract 
as  waved  by  the  acceptance  of  the  3,000/. 
a  year,  Mr.  Palmer  was  obliged  to  accept 
this  allowance  in  the  year  1793  ;  and  m 
1797  he  applied  to  Mr.  Pitt  to  have  a  com- 
mittee appointed  to  investigate  his  case. 
Why,  then,  if  Mr.  Pitt  had  considered  the 
original  agreement  as  cancelled  by  Mr. 
Palmer's  acceptance  in  1793,  would  he 
not  have  said,  upon  this  application  in 
1797,  "Why,  good  God,  sir!  what  do 
you  mean  ?  You  gave  up  all  your  preten- 
sions to  my  bargam,  by  your  acceptance 
of  3,000/.  a  year  in  1793."— Did  Mr.  Pitt 
say  so  ?  No,  he  granted  the  request  : 
then,  it  is  evident,  that  he  considered  the 
case  as  Mr.  Palmer  and  every  one  ehe 
did.     Although  by  the  law  laid  down  in 
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the  case  of  "  Wilkinsoa  against  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Navy"  it  was  decided, 
that  those  who  acted  merely  as  the  ser- 
vants of  the  executive  government  were 
not  personally  bound  by  their  engage- 
ments, but  that  the  performance  depended 
i^tirely  upon  their  own  honour  and  good 
faithj  yet  for  the  honour  of  our  government 
those  contracts  have  ever  been  held 
sacred  and  inviolate ;  whenever  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  decide  upon  a  bargain  of  such 
a  nature^  when  disputed,  the  circumstances 
were  not  stifled,  as  in  this  case,  but  it  is 
the  constant  practice  of  all  Public  Boards 
to  come  to  issue  upon  the  facts,  and 
thereby  give  cognizance  to  courts  of  jus- 
tice. Why,  then,  do  not  the  noble  lords 
send  Mr.  ralmer's  Claims  to  a  similar  tri- 
bunai,  and  let  him  have  justice  done  him 
by  a  jury  of  his  countrymen  ?  This  is  all 
he  desires,  but  this  he  is  refused  !  And 
for  what  reason  ?  Why,  the  whole  world 
must  see  that  his  majesty's  ministers  know 
the  weakness  of  their  defence,  and  there- 
fi>re  take  upon  themselves  the  disposal  of 
it,  lest  they  should  be  exposed  if  they  were 
sent  elsewnere  ? — ^The  bargain  has,  upon 
Mr  Palmer's  part,  been  most  honourably 
fulfilled  :  the  government  alone  has  failed, 
and  if  the  noble  lords  thus  attempt  to  get 
rid  of  a  measure  which  they  are  afraid  to 
investigate,  they  commit  an  act  as  unjust 
as  it  is  impolitic. 

Iiord  Watsingham  observed,  that  he  held 
the  situation  of  Post-master  General  at 
the  time  of  Mr.  Palmer's  suspension  from 
the  Post-office,  and  that  the  cause  of  such 
suspension  was  the  contumacy  and  insub- 
ordination of  Mr.  Palmer.  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  Mr.  Palmer's  conduct  while 
in  office  was  extremely  reprehensible,  and 
that  the  pension  he  at  present  enjoyed 
was  fully  adequate  to  the  services  he  had 
rendered. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  entered  into  a  de- 
tail of  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
appointment  and  dismissal  from  office, 
and  contended,  that  while  he  continued  to 
be  the  servant  of  the  public  it  could  not 
be  contended  but  that  he  was  entitled 
to  remuneration  for  his  services  ;  but 
havinff  been  dismissed  from  that  service, 
in  his  judgment,  he  was  no  longer  entitled 
to  claim  that  remuneration  under  the 
agreement  in  question.  With  respect  to 
the  Opinions  of  the  chief  justice  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  and  of  the  attorney  general 
and  others,  which  had  been  handed  about, 
and  stated  as  favourable  to  Mr.  Palmer's 
claimj,  he  considered  that  these  were  no- 


thing more  than  assumed  opinions  upoa 
unascertained  facts.  Upon  the  wbole,. 
therefore,  his  lordship  thought  the  bill 
was  of  a  nature  totally  new  in  parlia^ 
mentary  histoiy,  and  such  as  that  house 
could  not  consistently  maintain. 

Lord  Stanhope  having  called  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  house  to  the  real  question  be- 
fore them,  said,  he  should  agree  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate,  because  he 
wanted  more  information  upon  it.  The 
noble  and  learned  lord  on  Uie  woolsack 
had  attacked  the  opinions  of  the  lord  chie£ 
justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  the  attorney 
general,  and  other  learned  persons  of. 
great  weight  in  this  country,  with  more 
virulence  and  asperity  than  even  he  him- 
self had  ever  done  when  he  was  accused  of 
libelling  the  Judges,  and  charged  with, 
calling  one  a  great  blockhead.  He  was, 
however,  as  happy  in  being  forced  to  de- 
fend the  Judges  as  he  should  be  in  defend- 
ing the  Bishops  on  some  future  occasion. 
His  decided  wish  was  to  submit  a  questioo. 
or  two  to  the  Judges  for  their  opinion* 
before  the  matter  should  be  finally  de- 
cided. Without*  therefore,  giving  any 
opinion  of  his  own  at  present  upon  thi» 
case,  he  could  not  see  how  justice  could^ 
be  done  to  the  individual  on  the  one 
hand,  or  to  the  public  on  the  other,  with- 
out first  having  the  Opinion  of  the  Judges 
upon  the  subject ;  for  these  reasons  he  sup- 
ported the  motion  of  adjournment. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  observed,  that  as  the 
merits  of  Mr.  Palmer's  plan  had  been  so 
clearly  pointed  out  by  noble  lords  who 
spoke  early  in  the  debate,  he  would  not. 
detain  the'house  by  insisting  further  upon 
that  which  appeared  to  be"  universally  ad- 
mitted. With  respect  to  the  bill  under 
discussion,  he  had  to  observe,  that  the  sum 
claimed  by  Mr.  Palmer  did  not  amount  to 
a  fortieth  part  of  those  emoluments  which 
had  accrued  to  the  country  confessedly 
through  the  medium  of  his  genius  and  abi- 
lity :  and,  really,  in  the  face  of  a  fact  like 
this,  he  could  not  comprehend  hour  the 
Claim  of  Mr.  Palmer  could  be  resisted  upon 
the  ground  of  hia  unworthiness.  Much 
had  been  said  respecting  the  miscondoct 
of  Mr.  Palmer,  but  he  would  ask,  to  what 
did  it  amount  ?  Did  it  in  the  smallest  de- 
gree throw  any  impeachment  upon  his 
honesty?  So  far  from  itj,  that  the  noble. 
Lords  who  suspended  him,  declare  in  their 
evidence  before  us,  that  they  never  had. 
the  sli^test  reason  to  doubt  his  personal 
integrity.  If  the  noble  lords  conceived 
that  Mi.  Palmer  had  acted  with  c<»itumacy 
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and  diflobedience  towards  them^  they 
were  certainly  justified  in  discharging  him ; 
but  that  dismission  had  nothing  vvhatever 
to  do  with  the  Af^reement  before  4he  house, 
which  related  simply  to  the  price  which 
the  government  had  stipolated  to  pay  Mr. 
Palmer  for  his  Plan.  This  Agreement  was 
stdibitted ;  and  whatever qnarrel  had  after- 
wards arisen  could  not  possibly  justify  the 
government  in  retaining  the  plan,  and 
paying  the  projector  any  prioe  they  might 
£nd  convenient  to  set  upon  it.  No  mis- 
conduct of  his  could  bear  them  out  in  a 
breach  of  contract  such  as  this ;  and  he 
was,  decidedly  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Palmer 
held  his  right  by  so  incontestable  a  tenure, 
that  had  he  even  been  convicted  of  felony, 
the  government  would  still  have  been 
bound  either  to  have  paid  the  price  they 
had  originally  agreeo  for,  or,  on  failure 
of  that,  to  have  relinquished  the  benefits 
of  the  pl^n. 

Lord  Redesdale  opposed  the  motion,  and 
after  going  over  many  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  to  prove  that  Mr.  Palmer  had 
no  just  ground  of  claim>  declared  that  it 
concerned  the  dignity  of  the  house  that 
the  bill  should  be  got  rid  of  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

The  house  then  divided  on  lord  Moira's 
amendment. — Contents,  10  ;  Non-Con- 
tents,  34. — ^The  original  qu^tion.  That  the 
bill  be  rejected,  was  then  put,  and  agreed 
to  without  a  division. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  June  21. 

[West  Indies.]  Mr.  Eden  encjuired, 
whether  it  was  the  mtention  of  bis  majesty's 
ministers  to  found>  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  West  India 
trade,  any  measure  except  that  of  the  dis- 
tillation n*om  sugar  that  had  been  already 
before  the  house. 

The  ChanceUoT  qfthe  Exchequer  replied, 
that  the  Distillation  bill  was  not  the  only 
measure  calculated  to  relieve  the  West 
India  merchant.  The  lowering  of  the  du* 
ties  on  coffee,  and  the  increase  of  the  duties 
on  brandy,  would  have  a  similar  tenden- 
cy. It  was  not  in  the  contemplation  of 
his  majesty's  ministers  to  propose  any 
other  measure  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Barham  then  gave  notice  of  a  mo- 
tion on  Thursday,  respecting  the  state  of 
the  West  India  commerce. 

[Scotch  Judicature  Bill.]  The  house 
went  into  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Scotch  judicature  bill.    The  bill  being  re- 


committed, Mr.  Homer  objected  to  ttm 
clause  enacting  that  no  appeals  should  be 
permitted  from  the  interlocutory  judgments 
of  the  Court  of  Session,  without  the  consent 
of  the  Court  of  Ordinancy .  In  this  opinio 
he  was  siipported  by  Mr.  Abercromby  and 
sir  S.  Romilly ;  and  opposed  by  the  Lord 
Advocate  of  Scotland,  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral fi>r  Scotland,  and  the  Chancellor  «f  ttie 
Exchequer.  Alter  a  long  oonversation, 
sir  S.  Romilly  propoeed  an  amendment  to 
the  clause  enacting  that  appeals  shonM 
not  be  permitted,  in  the  following  wordv  : 
"  except  where  there  is  a  difference  ef 
opinion  among  the  judges."  The  Solicitor 
General  opposed  the  amendment,  but  ^her 
some  further  conversation  between  sir  S. 
Romilly,  the  Solicitor  General,  and  the 
Lord  Advocate  of  Scotluid^  it  was  agreed 
to. — Mr.  Horner  objected  to  that  part  of 
the  clause  which  allowed  an  appeal  when^ 
an  interlocutory  judgment  might  beoeme 
final,  and  moved  ihstt  that  part  <if  the 
clause  should  be  expunged.  After  a  ie# 
words  fi*om  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland 
and  Mr.  Abercromby,  the  words  were  ex- 
punged.— Mr.  Homer  next  proposed,  that 
the  commissioners  for  inqmring  into  the 
regulations  and  the  proceedmgs  of  the 
courts  in  Scotland,  and  reporting  how  far 
they  might  admit  of  the  introduction  of 
the  trial  by  jury  in  civil  causes  in  Scotland, 
should  be  appointed  by  parliament^  and 
not  by  the  crown,  and  that  they  shook! 
report  to  the  houses  of  parliament.  This 
amendment  was  opposed  l^  the  Lord  A4^ 
vocate  of  Scotland,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Scotland ;  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  and  Mr.  Tiemey,  when  a  division 
took  place  in  the  committee:  For  the 
amendment  12;  Against, it  44.  Majo^ 
rity  32. — ^The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  to-morrow. 

[Assessed  Taxes  Bill.]  The  houae  went 
into  a  committee  on  the  Assessed  Taxea 
bill.  Several  new  clauses  were  proposed, 
and  several  amendments  of  omission  aiid 
insertion  made.  Mr.  Wardell,  as  a  check 
upon  vexatious  surcharges,  moved  tlMit  the 
inspector  should  state  the  grounds  of  the 
surcharge  in  the  certificate,  so  as  to  enable 
,  the  party  to  come  prepared  to  meet  it  Va- 
rious  cases  of  vexatious  surcharge  werm 
stated  from  both  sides  of  the  honae,  the 
necessity  of  some  specification  was  allowail, 
and  an  amendment  calculated  to  answer 
the  purpose,  was  agreed  to.  The  hon.  gent. 
also  suggested  that  persons  surcharged 
should  be  required  to  answer  on  oath  qbI*- 
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to  the  particular  object  of  the  surcharge, 
and  not  generally  to  swear  to  the  correct- 
ness of  the  original  return  in  erery  point. 
After  some  explanation,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  expressed  his  intention  to 
take  this  case  into  consideration,  and  to 
apply  such  remedy  as  the  case  should  re- 
quire.— ^Another  amendment  was  proposed 
oy  Mr.  Wardell,  for  reducing  the  exces- 
sive penalty  of  500/.  on  vexatious  surchar- 
ges, to  a  more  reasonable  and  practicable 
amount  of  fine,  and  for  having  tnat  amount 
levied  directly  by  the  commissioners,  in- 
stead of  making  it  the  ground  of  a  tedious 
suit  at  law.  On  the  suggestion  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  penalty 
was  fixed  at  100/.  On  the  other  part  of 
the  clause  the  amendment  was  withdrawn, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  W.  Smith,  who 
proposed  the  postponement  of  the  clause, 
to  afford  time  for  considering  an  adequate 
remedy.  The  question  being  put  on  Mr. 
Smith's  motion,  a  division  took  place :  For 
the  postponement  21  ;  Against  it  63. 
Majority  42. — On  a  proposition  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  appoint 
special  commissioners  or  inspectors  general 
to  superintend  the  decisions  of  appeals, 
with  a  salary  of  600/.  a  year,  with  travel- 
ling expences  and  allowances  for  clerks, 
&c.  a  discussion  aroj»e,  some  thinking  the 
appointment  unnecessary; ' Upoti  adivision 
the  numbers  were:  (Ayes  58 ;  Noes  15. 
Majority  43. 

The  other  clauses  were  then  agreed  to, 
and  some  new  clauses  were  added. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday,  June  22. 

[Curates'  Residence  Bill.]  The  Duke 
of  Rutland  presented  a  petition  fi*om  cer- 
tain of  the  clergy  of  Leicestershire,  against 
the  provisions  of  the  Curates'  bill ;  and 
lord  Brownlow  presented  a  similar  petition 
on  the  part  of  the  clergy  of  Lincolnshire. 
—Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 
.  The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  renewed  his  ob- 
jections against  the  bill.  It  was  a  bill  of 
the  utmost  consequence,  both  as  it  affected 
property  and  the  established  church;  and 
above  all,  as  it  went  to  extend  the  power 
of  the  bishops,  who  already  possessed  too 
much,  it  was,  moreover,  brought  into  the 
house  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  give  it  a  fill t  and 
minute  consideration.  It  was  yet  only  read 
the  first  time. 

L(5rd  Holland  perfectly  coincided  in  the 
observations  of  his  noble  friend. 


The  Archbishop  of  Can/er5wry  observed 
that  the  prints  of  the  bill  were  not  yet  on 
the  table ;  but  when  they  were,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  to-mon*ow,  he  should 
then,  for  then  only  would  it  be  regular, 
move  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time 
on  Friday. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  complained  of 
the  shortness  of  the  noUce,  and  again  en- 
tered more  fully  into  the  mischievous  con- 
sequences of  the  increased  power  which 
it  would  confer  on  the  bishops  ;  only  one 
of  whom,  he  believed,  would  be  found  to 
have  the  spirit  to  oppose  it. 

Lord  Harrmvhy  called  the  noble  lord  to 
order,  as  allowing  himself  to  degenerate 
into  personalities. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  denied  that  he 
was  out  of  order  ;  and  said,  that  he  should 
take  the  next  opportunity  aflbrded  him  of 
proving  that  he  meant  nothing  personal  to 
the  most  reverend  prelate  who  had  spoken 
on  the  present  occasion. 

[Bank  of  Ireland.]  The  order  of  the 
day  was  then  moved,  for  the  house  to  re- 
solve itself  into  a  committee  on  the  bill  for 
renewing  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland, 
and  lord  Grenville,  who  was  to  have  made 
a  motion  on  the  subjeci,  not  being  present, 
a  conversation  ensued  between  the  lord 
chancellor,  lords  Holland  and  Stanhope, 
respecting  the  propriety  of  discharging, 
or  passing  over,  the  order  of  the  day, 
when 

Lord  Grenville  entered  the  house,  and 
soon  afler  rose  to  make  his  motion ;  but 
first  presented  a  petition  from  the  catholic 
merchants  and  bankers  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  praying  that  they  might  not  be 
excluded  from  acting  as  directors  and 
governors  of  the  Irish  Bank  ;  which  peti- 
tion was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The 
noble  lord  then  began  by  apologising  for 
the  delay  which  he  had  unintentionally 
been  the  cause  of,  and  proceeded  to  open 
the  proposition  which  he  should  have  the 
honour  of  submitting  to  their  lordships.  He 
begged  leave,  in  the  first  place,  to  obseFve 
that  the  house  was  going  to  legislate  on  a 
matter  respecting  which  they  were  wholly 
in  the  dark ;  the  charter  which  they  were 
going  to  reneW;  not  so  much  as  being  be« 
fore  them,  nor  even  the  terms  upon  which 
government  were  prepared  to  grant  the 
favour  of  that  renewal.  The  charter 
was  to  be  rfnewed  for  above  twenty 
yeai*s,  and  what  was  the  return  to  be 
made  to  ^overnnjent  for  the  concession  ? 
The  bank  of  Ireland  was  to  lend  one 
million  and  a  half  to  government,  at  a 
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higher  interest  than  government  borrowed 
money  at  in  this  country ;  and  the  bank 
was,  moreOTer,  to  manage  the  public  debt 
of  Ireland.  Now,  what  was  the  expence 
of  managing  that  debt  ?  It  appeared  from 
official  documetits,  that  it  did  not  amount 
to  8,000A  per  annum  ;  so  that^  for  the  sum 
of  8,000/.  government  granted  that  to  the 
bank  which  he  was  confident  that  many 
private  individuals  would  advance  ten 
times  the  sum  for.  The  bargain,  there- 
fore, was,  in  the  first  place,  most  improvi- 
dent for  the  country.  He  should  next 
proceed  to  consider  more  immediately  the 
question  to  which  he  was  anxious  to  call 
the  attention  of  their  lordships.  It  was  a 
question  by  no  means  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  question  of  the  Catholic  Claims ;  nor 
was  it,  in  his  mind,  at  all  connected  with 
the  grounds  and  reasons  upon  which  that 
great  question  was  professed  to  be  opposed. 
On  a  reconsideration  of  these  grounds,  he 
might  for  a  moment  bring  himself  to  say 
that  they  were  just,  liberal,  and  politic, 
when  compared  with  the  reasons  for 
which  the  claim  he  was  now  going  to  make 
in  the  name  of  the  catholics,  was  to  be 
resisted.  On  the  general  question  it  was 
said,  that  by  granting  the  higher  claims 
of  the  catholics,  you  would  confer  upon 
them  a  degree  ot  political  power  which 
mif^ht  be  incompatible  with  the  security 
of  the  constitution  in  church  and  state. 
But  by  allowing  them  to  act  as  directors 
of  the  Bank,  you  gave  them  no  degree  of 
political  power  ;  for  it  was  not  with  the 
bank  of  Ireland  as  with  that  of  England : 
the  bank  of  Ireland  had  no  connection 
>vith  government  as  the  bank  of  England 
had.  Besides,  not  only  different  secU,  but 
m^  of  different  religions  were  admitted 
as  directors  of  the  bank  of  England.  In 
Ireland,  however,  you  would  cxdude  those 
from  that  distinction,  who  formed  the 
larger  portion  of  the  moaied  interest  of 
Ireland,  and  who  possessed  the  greater 
•hare  of  the  commercial  capital  of  Ire- 
land. You  thus  deprived  them  of  the 
means  of  managing  their  own  property, 
than  which  nothing  could  be  more  un- 
reasonable ;  you  so  far  discourage  them 
from  entrusting  their  property  to  the 
Irbh  funds — than  which  nothing  could  be 
more  unwise  and  impolitic.  There  was 
no  point  of  view  under  which  it  was  possi- 
ble to  consider  such  an  exclusion,  in  which 
it  must  not  appear  to  every  unprejudiced 
mind,  illiberal,  unjust,  ungrateful,  and  im- 
politic. These,  he  trusted,  would  be  suffi- 
ciently powerfiil  motives  with  their  lord- 
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ships  to  induce  them  to  concur  in  the  motion, 
which  he  should  now  submit  to  their  consi- 
deration. The  noble  lord  then  concluded, 
with  moving.  That  it  be  an  instruction  to 
the  committee  upon  the  bill,  that  they  do 
make  distinct  provision  for  admitting  the 
catholics  to  hold  and  exercise  the  offices 
of  direct<»r  and  governor  of  the  bank  of 
Ireland. 

Lord  Hawhe$bury  opposed  the  motion, 
on  the  grounds  he  had  already  so  ofWi 
insisted  upon.  It  had  already  abundantly 
appeared  to  be  the  sense  of  government, 
and  of  parliament,  to  make  no  furthercon- 
cessions  to  the  catholics  of  Ireland  q$  the 
present  moment.  Indeed,  he  woul^  go  so 
far  as  again  to  repeat,  that  he  should  make 
his  stand  on  the  law  as  it  stood  at  the 
union.  What  had  been  conceded  up  to 
that  period  he  was  ready  to  abide  by ; 
any  thing  further  he  would  oppose.  No 
man  could  deny  tliat  admission  to  the 
office  of  bank  directors  must  confer  influ- 
ence, which  influence  would  generate  po- 
litical power.  If,  therefore,  parliament 
was  wise  in  opposing  claims  of  higher  and 
more  extended  power,  they  would  act 
with  equal  wisdom  in  opposing  the  pre- 
sent claim,  which,  if  granted,  must  have 
the  tendency  it  was  the  desire  and  deters 
mination  of  parliament  to  counteract ;  for 
these  reasons,  he  must  oppose  the  motion. 

Lord  Erskme  contended  that  their  lordr 
ships,  by  refusing  the  proposition  of  bis 
noble  friend,  would  violate  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  act  of  1793.  By  that  sta- 
tute it  was  particularly  provided,  that  all 
Catholics  might  be  elected  to  the  offices 
of  every  lay  corporation,  any  statute  or 
bye  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
excepting  the  University  of  DobUn.  His 
lordship  argued,  that  at  the  time  the  sta^ 
tute  was  framed,  the  legislature  must  have 
had  in  their  contemplation  charteis  also  ; 
but  by  their  omitting  to  mention  that 
word,  m  his  opinion  (he  might  be  wrong)^ 
Catholics  could  not  .be  admitted  under  the 
old  charter  to  the  different  offices  of  the 
Bank  of  Ireland.  But  the  very  reason,  he 
urged,  was,  that  the  legislature  had  not 
extended  this  right  to  Catholic  proprietors 
of  the  Bank,  under  the  old  charter,  be* 
cause  the  charter  having  already  been 
granted  before  that  act  of  parliament,  it 
was  not  consistent  for  the  legislature,  nor 
agreeable  to  Magna  Charta,  that  they 
should  alter  or  destroy  a  charter  which 
they  had  already  granted.  If  any  man 
would  seriously  attend  to  the  preamble  of 
this  act  of  1793,  he  would  find  that.it  wa« 
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nadoubtedly  the  intention  of  parliament^ 
to  do  that  which  was  now  requested  by  his 
noble  friend.  And  when  he  considered, 
that  at  the  time  of  the  union,  the  Catholics 
possessed  every  right  which  could  apper- 
tain to  them  by  this  act  of  parliament^ 
Jbe  mu&t  ^ay  it  would  now  be  a  violation  of 
such  rights^  on  the  part  of  the  legislature, 
-if  they  did  not  adopt  a  clause  oST  this  de- 
scription. With  respect  to  Catholic  Eman- 
cipation, he  might  possibly  be  misunder- 
stood ;  it  had  been  said,  that  his  conduct, 
Bpon  a  late  occasion,  was  inconsistent  with 
the  opinions  which  he  had  formerly  deli- 
vered upon  this  subject.  But  he  would  defy 
any  mam  to  fix  upon  him  the  stain  of  incon- 
sistency. His  conduct  now  was  exactly 
the  same  with  that  he  had  pursued  upon 
all  former  occasions.  The  Catholic  Ques- 
tion was  one  upon  which  he  had  not  made 
up  his  mind— it  was  one  concerning 
which  he  did  not  possess  that  information 
which  his  noble  friends  did  ;  for  in  the 
course  of  his  attending  the  other  house,  he 
did  not  recollect  that  he  was  once  present 
at  the  discussion  of  the  Catholic  claims. 
With  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  was  now, 
and  always  bad  been,,  his  opinion,  that 
their  claims  should  be  examined  into,  in 
order  that  he  might  see,  before  he  voted 
one  way  or  the  other,  how  far  it  might  be 
beneficial  that  their  requests  should  be 
complied  with.  It  was  on  these  grounds 
that  he  had  voted  with  bis  noble  friend 
that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to 
examine  into  the  prayer  of  their  Petition. 
But  had  his  noble  friend,  or  any  other 
noble  lord,  proposed  that  these  conces- 
sions should  be  granted  without  inquiry, 
he  should  have  refused  his  assent.  It 
might  be  wrong,  but  at  the  same  time,  he 
must  allow  he  did  entertain  a  prejudice 
against  the  Catholic  religioo.  Of  ail  the 
obstacles  he  could  imagine,  he  knew  of 
none  more  injurious  to  the  progress  of 
Christianity  than  popery ;  but  it  was  now 
no  more  ;  fortunately  it  had  sunk  firom 
ks  extensive  sway  over  the  dispositions  of 
mankind.  It  had  been  long  combated  by 
human  endeavour,  and  what  the*  wisdom 
gnd  genius  of  ages  could  not  effect,  was 
at  last  brought  about,  apparently  by  the 
JxHcrposition  of  God's  providence.  He 
considered  the  Catholic  claims,  at  this 
lime  in  particular,  as  demanding  our  most 
earnest  regard ;  and  if  it  should  be  found 
right  to  grant  Uiem  these  privileges,  it 
would  better  become  us  to  do  so,  when 
we  could  perform  it  as  an  act  of  gene- 
rosity.   This  country^  in  his  opinion,  was 


never  in  so  perilous  a  situation;  there  might 
be  a  calm  now,  but  we  should  do  well  to 
consider  that  it  might  be  succeeded  by  a 
dreadful  storm.  If  we  looked  at  the  coo- 
duct  of  Bonaparte  towards  Spain,  it  must 
raise  the  horror  of  every  man  who  had  a 
spark  of  feeling  for  his  fellow  creatures. 
If  we  considered  his  most  atrocious  and  in^ 
fernal  treatment  of  the  Spaniards,  we  migbt 
think  that  even  the  vengeance  of  Heaven 
must  speedily  overtake  him.  But  he  was 
induced  to  believe  that  his  vicious  career 
might  be  permitted  to  go  on,  and  il  would 
become  us,  by  every  means,  u>  unite  and 
conciliate  our  fellow  subjects  at  home,  in 
order  that  we  might  be  better  able  to  meet 
the  worst  and  be  supplied  with  every  ne* 
cessary  defence. 

Lord  Harrawby  began  by  saying,  that 
although  he  could  not  presume  to  follow 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  through  his 
legal  opinions,  he  could  not  refrain  from 
remarking,' what  appeared  to  an  UBleamed 
man  something  like  a  contradiction.  He 
had  stated  ihat  the  bank  direction  was 
not  opened,  nor  meant  to  be  opened,  to 
the  catholics  by  the  act  of  1793,  and  had 
nevertheless  agreed  that  refusing  to  open 
it  to  them  now  would  be  a  breach  of  pub- 
lic faith.  How  did  he  explain  this  ?  Why, 
he  asserted  that  the  only  possible  ground 
upon  which  the  parliament  of  1793  could 
have  omitted  to  open  it,  must  have  heea 
the  persuasion  that  it  could  not  have  been 
opened  without  a  violation  of  the  Bai^ 
charter  then  subsis^ff.  Upon  this  point, 
with  all  due  respect  for  the  legal  opinion 
of  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  he  was  in- 
clined rather  to  bow  to  the  legal  opinion  of 
the  noble  lord  on  the  woolsack,  who  assert- 
ed that  parliament  might  at  that  time,during 
the  old  charter,  and  might  at  any  future 
time,  during  the  prolongation  of  the  charter, 
remove  the  restriction  upon  the  admission 
of  catholics,  without  any  violation  of  the 
contract ;  and  he  was  confirmed  in  this 
opinion  by  recollectmg  what  parliament 
had  frequently  done  with  respect  to  other 
charters,  and  particularly  to  the  charlev 
of  the  East  India  company.  It  being, 
then,  far  from  clear  that  this  opinion  was 
the  only  ground  upon  which  parliament 
had  not  given  this  privilege  in  1793,  it 
remained  at  least  as  probable  that  it  was 
not  then  given,  because  parliament  did  not 
then  intend  to  give  it  ;  and  there  was  an 
end  at  once  to  the  supposition  of  any 
breach  of  faith  in  refusing  it  now.-,— The 
noble  lord  then  stated,  that  in  the  sbape  in 
which  the  question  was  brought  beliMre 
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their  lordships  by  his  noble  friead  (lord 
Grenville),  it  was  impossible  to  consider 
the  proposal  in  any  other  light  than  as  the 
grant  of  a  privilege  of  which  the  catholics 
were  not  now  possessed,  and  they  were 
driven  to  discuss,  upon  that  supposition, 
the  expediency  of  granting  it.  Before  he 
.gave  his  reasons  against  'granting  it,  he 
begged  leave  to  state,  that  if  it  should  turn 
out,  upon  a  legal  dbcussion,  that  it  had  been 
already  granted,  he  should  be  as  decidedly 
adverse  to  the  revocation  of  it,  as  he  was, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  to  confer 
it.  He  wished  not  only  that  no  privilege 
should  be  refused  which  the  Catholics 
cpuld,  by  any  fair  construction  of  the  law, 
be  now  stated  to  possess,  but  that  every 
act  which  had  been  passed  in  their  favour 
should  not  merely  stand  as  a  dead  letter 
on  the  statute-book,  but  should  be  exe- 
cuted in  the  spirit  of  liberality  and  con- 
cession which  led  to  its  enactment.  He 
wished  also  that  all  those  differences  in 
manners  and  opinions,  more  powerful, 
and  more  nearly  a^ecting  the  comfort  of 
mankind,  than  laws  themselves,  might  day 
by  day  be  softened  down,  till  they  at 
length  entirely  vanished.  Much  must  de- 
pend upon  the  conciliating  conduct  of  the 
government,  and  of  the  protestant  gentry 
of  Ireland  ;  and  he  knew  of  nothing  which 
appeared  more  clearly  and  obviously  their 
duty  than  a  strict  adherence  to  this  line  of 
conduct,  in  every  instance  where  it  was 
compatible  with' justice  to  the  protestant 
interest,  whose  uniform  and  distinguishea 
loyalty  ought  neither  to  be  abandoned  nor 
discountenanced.  More,  hpwever,  must 
depend  upon  the  conduct  of  the  catholics 
themselves  ;  and  it  was  well  worthy  of 
tiieir  consideration,  how  far  a  continual 
repetition  6f  their  claims,  without  any  new 
ground  of  argument  or  expediency,  and 
without  giving  time  for  the  chang^of 
those  opinions,  or,  if  you  please,  allaymg 
those  prejudices,  which  were  adverse  to 
their  claims,  did  not  in  fact  pledge  their 
opponents  deeper  and  deeper  at  every  dis- 
cussion, and  remove  to  a  more  distant  pe- 
riod the  accomplishment  of  their  wishes. 
This  matter  stood  now  upon  a  very  difle- 
rent  footing  from  what  it  did  when  the 
question  was  only  respecting  the  repeal 
of  the  penal  and  disabling  statutes,  in 
that  repeal  it  was  not  necessary  for  the 
government  to  consult  the  temper  of  its 
protestant  subjects.  No  man  could  have  a 
right  to  complain  that  he  had  no  longer  the 
power  of  injuring  and  persecuting  his  bre- 
thren.   The  law  once  passed,  the  bnsiness 


was  at  rest.  Bat  with  respect  to  eligibility 
to  office,  it  was  far  otherwise.  If  the  legal 
eligibility  had  no  practical  effect,  whore 
was  the  benefit  to  the  catholics.  If  it  had, 
before  those  feelings  which  the  unfortunate 
situation  of  Ireland  hadnaturally  generated 
were  softened  down  and  worn  away,  the 
protestant  would  see,  with  jealousy  and 
distrust,  official  colleagues  forced  upon 
him  by  government ;  ill  blood  and  dis- 
content would  follow,  and  the  contest  would 
only  be  transferred  from  the  exterior  te 
the  interior.  This  was  peculiarly  a  case 
in  which  the  legislature,  if  it  governed 
wisely,  would  not  far  outstep  the  temper 
of  the  people  w*hom  it  governed.  Conces- 
sions exceeding  those  which  that  temper 
was  disposed  to  grant  would  produce  feel- 
ings not  of  conciliation  but  irritation.  H 
seemed  to  him,  therefore,  naturally  to 
foUow,  that  while  the  legislature  was  of  opi- 
nion, either  that  no  time  could  arrive  when 
further  concessions,  to  the  full  extent  of 
their  claims,  could  be  grapted  to  the  ca- 
tholics, or  (which  was  (ihe  necessary  and 
the  only  legitimate  parliamentary  infe- 
rence from  their  votes)  that  that  time  was 
not  the  present,  the  legislature  was  bound 
in  prudence  to  refuse  any  branch  of  those 
claims,  which  might  furnish  the  means  of 
enforcing  still  greater  concessions,  before 
the  opinion  of  the  country  was  ripe  for 
them.  The  privilege  of  becoming  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  of  Ireland  appeared  to  him 
to  fall  within  this  description.  He  was 
perfectly  a^vare  that  many  of  the  privi- 
leges which  had  been  granted  fell  equally 
within  it ;  but  with  respect  to  those  we 
must  take  the  law  as  we  find  it.  The  re- 
vocation of  them  would  not  only  be  an  act 
of  gross  imprudence,  but  unless  called  for 
by  the  misconduct  of  the  catholics,  an 
act  of  gross  injustice.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a  material  distinction.  Those  who 
felt  most  apprehensive  from  what  had  been 
granted,  must  allow,  that  as  far  as  related 
to  appointments  by  the  crown,  there  was 
this  security,  that  the  appointments  vested 
in  that  branch  of  the  government  which 
was  essentially  protestant.  The  power  of 
election,  whether  exercised  by  corpora- 
tions, or  by  the  people  at  large,  could,  as 
the  law  now  stands,  only  be  exercised  in 
favour  of  protestants.  ^ut  suppose  the 
bank  direction  to  be  opened  (the  election, 
it  must  be  recollected,  was  in  the  proprie^ 
tors),  could  the  catholics,  who  possessed  a 
large  proportion  of  the  commercial  wealth 
of  Ireland,  be  so  blind  to  their  own  imme- 
diate interests  (however  an  attention  to 
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their  permanent  interest  might  dictate  a 
different  conduct)  as  not  to  see  the  advan- 
tage they  must  derive  from  getting  into 
their  hands  the  direction  of  that  great 
establishment?    Would  they    not  follow 
the  example  of  the  shipping  interest  in  the 
East  India  direction,  and  make  it  an  ob- 
ject to  every  catholic  to  become  a  bank 
proprietor  for  the  purpose  of  influencing 
the  election  ?    Here  was  no  check  of  any 
description  whatever,  from    the    crown, 
firom  parliament,  or  from  the  existing  body 
of  directors.    The  object  was  evident,  the 
means  of  attaining  it  easy ;  the  importance 
of  the  object  once  attained,  he  need  not 
use  many  words  to  impress  it  upon  the 
house.    The  influence  of  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land upon  the  government  of  this  country 
could  be  no  secret  to  those  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  its  history.     By  a  singular 
wisdom  in  the  choice  of*  its  directors,  that 
influence,  which,  in  theory,  might  be  re- 
ff^rded  as  so  dangerous,  had  almost  uni- 
formly been  exercised  in  a  salutary  direc- 
tion;   had  it  been  otherwise,  the  effects 
must  have  been  embari'assing  in  the  ex- 
treme ;  and  inasmuch  as  they  might  afiect 
the  public  credit,  even  hazardous  to  the 
public  safety.      He  was  perfectly  aware, 
that  what  had  been'  stated  by  his  noble 
friend,  as  to  the  dissimilarity  of  the  influ- 
ence of  the  bank  of  England  upon  the 
government  of  this  country,  and  that  of 
the  bank  of  Ireland  upon  the  Irish  govern- 
ment, was  not  without  its  weight;  but  the 
influence  differed,  in  his  opinion,  not  in 
kind  but  in  degree.  It  was  not  to  be  expect- 
ed that  so  recent  an  establishment  should 
already  have  acquired  the  influence. which, 
after  the  lapse  of  a  century,  was  possessed 
by  the  bank  of  England  ;  this  might,  how- 
ever, soon  increase.    In  king  William's 
time  our  bank  already  began  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  main  support  of  the  Revolu- 
tion ;    and  its  weight  in  the  last  years  of 
queen  Anne,  against  her  last  administra- 
tion, was  severely  felt ;    whether  for  the 
better  or  for  the  worse  was  not  the  point,  the 
only  question  was  as  to  the  power,  and 
not  as  to  the  application  of  it.      Could  it 
be  said,  however,  that  the  bank  of  Ireland 
had  no  influence  on  the  government  ?  To 
whom  did  it  apply  with  respect  to  loans  ? 
To  the  bank.      Who  negociated  all  the 
treasury  bills }  The  bank.    Who  furnished 
notes  and  specie  for  the  payment  of  the 
array  }    The  same  bank.      He  was  not, 
therefore,  raising  a  vague  and  extravagant 
alarm,  when  he  supposed  that  the  influ- 
ence of  such  an  estaolishment  might  have 


great  weight  with  the  government,  in  ^at 
related  to  Ireland ;  and  he  trusted  that  he 
was  saying  nothing  invidious,  he  was  sure 
that  he  meant  nothing  invidious,  towards 
the  catholics,  when  he  supposed  that  they 
would  avail  themselves  of  that  infhience 
to  further  the  attainment  of  objects  which 
were  in  themselves  legitimate,  and  which 
appeared  to  them,  not  only  advantageous 
to  their  own  body,  but  to  the  general  pros- 
perity of  our  common  country.     Those, 
therefore,  who  were  of  opinion  that  all 
ought  to  be  done  for  them  now,  or,  if  not 
to-day,  at  furthest  on  the  morrow,  without 
regard  to  the  feehngs  of  the  legislature 
and  of  the  people,  were  right  in  pressinig 
a  concession  which  they  must  consider  as 
a  stepping-stone  to  more.     Those   who 
were  for  ever  adverse  to  all  further  con- 
cession, must,  on  the  same  grounds,  be 
most  anxious  to  resist  this.     But  there  was 
a  large  class  of  persons  who  entertained 
neither  of  these   opinions;    there  were 
those  who  thought  that,  in  the  fluctuating 
state  of  human  afiairs,  it  was  not  wise  to 
pledge  themselves  to  any  opinion  which 
no  possible  circumstances  within  the  reach 
of  common  foresight  could  alter.    There 
were  persons  who  doubted  the  propriety 
and  prudence  of  sayinff  to  a  laiw  body  of 
the  people,  that  no  degree   of  common 
danger,  no  change  in  the  general  senti- 
ments of  the  majority,  no  loosening  of  the 
foreign  holdings  of  the  catholics,  no  prac- 
tical and  continued  proof  of  their  ^ti^de 
for  benefits  received,  and  of  their  active 
loyalty  in  the  defence  of  their  coontry, 
could  ever  produce  any  amelioration  of 
their  condition ;    persons  of  this  descrip- 
tion might,  with  perfect  consistency,  main- 
tain that  they  would  not  grant  that  which 
might  tend  to  deprive  them  of  their  free 
option  of  granting  or  of  withholding  the 
re|Uiinder.  Were  every  thing  ebe  granted, 
it  would  be  absurd  to  withhold  this  ;   but 
as  long  as  the  catholics  had  further  claims, 
for  the  attainment  of  which  they  were 
stated  to  be  anxious,  and  to  the  attainment 
of  which,  on  their  part,  the  opinions  of  the 
legislature  and  of  the  country  were  tt 
present  adverse,  it  was  neither  inviilious 
nor  illiberal,  but  a  mere  act  of  comnum 
prudence,  to  decline  placing  in  their  hands 
an  engine  of  great  and  indefinite  power. 
Upon  the  general  question,  his  lordship 
desired  to  he  considered  a^  giving  no  opi- 
nion whatever,  applicable  to  all  times  vai 
to  all  circumstances;    he  had  wished  ts 
argue  this  motion  upon  grounds  entirely 
independent  of  the  merits  of  the  gMiorsl 
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question;    and,  upon  these  grounds^  he 
should  give  his  Tote  against  it. 

The  £arl  of  Lauderdale  spoke  in  favour 
of  the  motion  proposed  by  his  noble  friend. 
He  considered  several  of  the  arguments 
adduced  by  noble  lords  on  the  opposite 
side,  as  strong  reasons  to  induce  him  to 
approve  of  this  clause  being  inserted  in 
the  present  bill ;  particularly  what  had 
been  stated  concerning  the  great  share 
which  the  Catholics  possessed  of  the  com- 
mercial wealth  of  Ireland. 

Earl  Stanhope  obserred,  that  by  a  de- 
claration which  he  held  in  his  hand,  it 
appeared  that  the  Catholics  completely 
ren<»unced  all  power  whatever  residing  in 
foreign  ecclesiastical  persons.  After  seve- 
ral other  observations,  he  concluded  by 
living  his  assent  to  the  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  opposed  the 
motion  on  the  general  grounds  that  no 
ibrtlier  concessions  whatever  should,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  be  granted  to 
the  catholics.  He  was  surprised  to  see 
aoch  motions  so  of^en  brought  foiward  by 
those  who,  when  they  were  themselves  in 
power,  employed  every  exertion  to  depre- 
cate and  prevent  .such  discussions.  They 
were  the  real  authors  of  any  ill  conse- 
quences which  might  arise  firom  a  refusal 
to  accede  to  such  claims. 

Lord  Redesdale  could  not  but  repeat  his 
former  objections  to  such  claims.  The 
more  we  were  ready  to  grant  them,  the 
more  encouragement  we  gave  the  catho- 
lics to  come  forward  with  fresh  claims,  and 
perhaps  to  insist  upon  them.  The  writers 
among  the  catholics  of  Ireland  gave  re- 
peated prool^  of  what  were  their  real  in- 
tentions. In  a  book  published  by  one  of 
them,  a  Mr.  M'Kenna,  (with  whom  he  be- 
lieved a  noble  marquis  opposite  was  on 
terms  of  intimary),  it  was  proposed,  that 
prevision  should  be  made  for  the  catholic 
clergy  out  of  the  property  of  the  esta- 
blished church.  Was  there,  then,  no  aan- 
ger  to  be  feared  for  oar  establishments  ? 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  declared, 
that  he  had  not  even  heard  of  the  publica- 
tion alluded  to.  He  had  been  for  some 
time  past  a  silent  observer  of  what  passed 
on  the  subject  of  the  catholics,  but  being 
thus  alluded  to,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  sUte, 
that  he  difiered  in  erery  respect  from  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  as  to  the  conces- 
aiom  which  should  be>made  to  the  catho* 
lies  of  Ireland.  Their  situation  was  one 
which  he  had  over  and  over  discussed  and 
well  oonsideTed,  and,  on  the  whole,  he 
was  satisfied  m  bis  own  mmd,  that  they 


should  be  admitted  to  an  immediate  and 
full  participation  of  the  constitution.  H^ 
had  witnessed  a  proof  of  the  loyalty  of 
that  body  while  he  had  the  honour  of 
being  lord  lieutenant.  He  begged  the  at- 
tention of  noble  lords  to  the  circumstance, 
for  it  was  worthy  of  consideration  under 
existing  circuhistances.  The  house  must 
recollect,  that  twenty-six  vcars  ago,  Ire- 
land had  been  not  only  threatened  with 
invasion,  but  that  the  French  fleet  had 
been  actually  off  the  Irish  coast  for  the 
purpose  of  accomplishing  that  object.  It 
would  be  granted  that  sudi  a  state  of  diings 
was  of  itself  highly  alarming,  but  the  dan- 
ger was  encreased  ten  fold,  ay^  a  hundred 
fold :  and  why  ?  Because  the  government 
and  the  bank  of  that  countiy  were  both 
actually  bankrupt  at  that  critical  moment. 
He  stated  it  as  an-  undeniable  fact,  that 
there  was  not  a  single  guinea  in  the  Trea- 
sury to  pay  the  regular  force,  which,  by 
the  bye,  was  very  small,  not  more  than 
four  thousand.  Their  lordships  would 
acknowledge  that  this  was  a  trying  situa- 
tion ;  and,  God  knows,  he  felt  it  so  under 
the  difficulties  of  the  time,  hot  he  was  soon 
relieved  from  his  pecuniaiy  distress  by  the 
liberal  and  generous  contribution  of  the 
Catholics  of  Cork,  who  made  up  the  sum 
which  government  wanted.  Having  heard 
of  our  embarrassment,  they  volunteered 
not  only  their  lives,  but  actually ,  lent  go- 
vernment the  money,  vi^ich  they  could 
not  get  by  any  other  means,  or  hrom  any 
other  quarter.  He  thought  it  due  to  the 
loyalty,  generosity,  and  fortitude  or  the 
Irish  Catholics,  to  mi^ke  this  statement  to 
his  country,  and  to  acknowledge  the  im- 
portance of  the  favour  which  they  had 
conferred,  for  it  was  of  such  a  nature  as 
ingratitude  itself  could  not  obliterate* 
This,  be  it  remembered,  took  place  20 
years  ago,  and  were  we  now  to  repay  that 
body  by  a  bill  of  exclusion  from  the  direc- 
tion of  I  hat  which  they  had  combated  to 
prop  and  maintain  ?  Befoi  e  he  entered  into 
the  question  of  the  bank^  and  the  pro- 
priety of  admitting  Catholics  to  be  direc- 
tors, he  begged  leave  to  observe,  that  the 
person  at  me  head  of  the  Catholics,  who 
so  nobly  came  forward  to  the  relief  and 
salvation  of  the  Irish  government,  was  a 
person  dead  long  since,  but  whose  memoiy 
should  not  be  forgotten,  he  meant  Mr, 
Georee  Gould,  an  eminent  merchant  at 
that  time.  INd  the  Catholics  shrink  from 
their  allegiance,  or  act  a  suspicious  part, 
he  would  not  hesitate  to  state  it.  On  the 
contrary,  if  they  chose  to  strike  a  dreadful 
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blow,  and  one  fatal  to  Great  Britain,  they 
might  have  done  it ;  but  what  was  their 
conduct?  It  was  contained  in  this  answer, 
that  they  prevented  the  regalar  troops 
from  mutinying,  and  went  themselves  into 
the  rank^  ^  oppose  the  enemy.  The  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  immediately  swelled  the 
ranks  of  all  the  volunteer  corps,  and  in  a 
few  weeks,  he  should  be  more  correct. in 
saying  a  few  days,  they  formed  an  army 
not  only  willing  to  fight,  but  able  to  con- 

3uer.  The  noble  marquis  then  considered 
le  immediate  subject  before  their  lord- 
ships, and  contended  that  the  bill  would 
only  prove  a  record  to  future  times  of  our 
ingratituSe,  impolicy,  and  injustice  to- 
wards Ireland. 

Lord  Grtnville,  in  reply,  observed,  that 
no  arguments  had  been  adduced  to  do 
away  the  powerful  facts  which  had  been 
Stated.  When  the  question  of  Catholic 
Emancipation  was  brought  forward  in  the 
Irish  parliament,  the  Catholics  were  told 
it  could  be  better  discu'jsed  in  an  imperial 
parliament.  This  was  held  out  to  them  to 
gain  their  consent  to  the  union,  and  they 
were  told  now  that  they  must  not  expect 
to  be  placed  in  a  better  situation  than  at 
the  union.  Was  this  the  way  to  conciliate 
the  people  of  Ireland  ?  He  was  astonished 
how  the  noble  secretary  of  state  could 
reconcile  such  arguments  as  he  had  made 
use  of  to  himself;  or  how  it  could  be  ex- 
pected that  the  people  of  Ireland  could  be 
reconciled  to  them.  He  felt  confident  that 
the  majority  of  the  noble  lords  were  in 
favour  of  allowing  the  Catholic  claims,  but 
they  kept  back  their  real  sentiments.  He 
entreated  of  them  to ,  come  forwai'd,  and 
to  dismantle  themselves  of  their  disguise,  as 
the  period  was  not  far  ofTwhen  they  would 
be  obliged  to  do  it.  It  would  be  like  the 
concessions  asked  by  America  before  the 
contest ;  and  would  any  noble  lord  say, 
that  at  the  conclusion  of  that  contest  we 
should  not  have  been  happv  to  have  ac- 

auiesced  in  all  they  had  asked  from  us  in 
le  beginning  ?  This  case  was  recent  in 
the  mind  of  every  person,  and  he  wished 
to  warn  the  house  against  the  same  error, 
and  not  to  withhold  their  favours  until  it 
became  too  late,  as  was  the  case  with 
America.  They  should  not  judge  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  by  the  acu  of  a  iew,  but 
Dv  the  conduct  of  the  mass  of  the  people. 
Tne  arguments  of  the  noble  lord  (Har- 
rowby)  might  answer  for  the  year  1778, 
but  would  not  answer  for  the  present  day. 
All  that  was  oroposed  to  give  ^e  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland  was  bread  by  the  sweat  of 


their  brow,  and  nothing  more.  The  no- 
ble secretary  said,  give  them  this,  and 
they  will  require  more,  and  will  become 
wealthy ;  that  the  house  could  not  prevent 
them  from :  but  if  it  did  not  give  them 
what  they  now  asked,  their  lordships  bad 
better  take  from  them  what  they  had 
already  conceded.  They  could  not  pre- 
vent them  from  acquiring  wealth.  If  they 
were  not  admitted  Co  the  privileges  con- 
tained in  the  proposition,  the  bank  of 
Ireland  would  be  injured.  They  would 
not  deposit  their  money  where  they  were 
deprived  of  becoming  directors,  and  had 
not  the  direction  of  their  own  money. 
There  never  was  a  time  more  proper  to 
concede  to  the  Catholics  than  the  present, 
when  the  entire  mass  of  the  Protestants  in 
Ireland  were  in  favour  of  the  concession. 
His  lordship  concluded  with  obserfing, 
that  if  the  house  rejected  this  proposition, 
they  would  refuse  men  of  proved  loyalty, 
high  integrity,  and  well  known  respecte- 
bility,  acontroul  over  their  own  property. 
The  question  was  then  loudly  called  for, 
and  the  house  divided : 

Contents         36     Proxies  25 —  (i% 

Non-contents  45     Proxies  56 — 101 

Majority  against  the  motion   -    -    — ^58 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Wednaday,  June  22. 

[Copy -Right  Bill.]  Mr.  Villiers 
moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  hoose 
to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee,  upon  the 
bill  for  the  further  encouragement  of 
learning  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  by  securing  to  the 
Libraries  of  the  Universities,  ami  other 
Public  Libraries,  Copies  of  all  newly- 
printed  books,  and  books  reprinted  with 
additions ;  and  by  further  securing  the  co- 
pies and  copyright  of  printed  books  to 
the  authors  of  such  books,  or  their  assigns, 
for  a  time  to  be  limited. 

Mr.  C  fVyrme  should  not  object  to  the 
motion,  if  the  bill  was  to  go  into  a  com- 
mittee, on  an  understanding  that  it  was 
merely  for  filling  up  the  blanks,  in  order 
to  aflx»rd  time  to  the  public  and  the  par- 
ties concerned  to  judge  how  fieur  it  might 
be  desirable  for  their  interest,  that  the  btil 
should  pass.  He  thought  that  the  time 
ought  to  be  extended  within  which  the 
copyright  should,  be  preserved  to  the  «a- 
thor.  This  time,  he  was  of  opinion,  ought 
to  be  28  years,  as  also,  that  no  author 
should  be  allowed  to  dispose  of  his  copy- 
right for  more  than  14  year$.    As  to  the 
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other  part  of  tho  bill,  requiring  that  a 
copy  of  each  work  to  be  published  should 
be  sent  to  the  public  libraries,  the  book- 
sellers who  were  the  largest  publishers, 
felt  it  would  be  so  injurious  to  their  inter- 
ests, that  they  had  prepared  a  petition 
against  that  part  of  it,  which  he  expect^ 
would  be  ready  to  present  in  the  course 
of  the  evening.  He  put  it  therefore  to 
the  hon.  gent,  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  desirable  to  let  the  bill  lie  over  till 
next  session,  in  order  that  all  parties  may 
have  time  to  consider  of  its  provisions. 

Mr.  Villicrs  replied,  that  the  principle 
of  the  bill  was  not. new,  cts  the  universities 
were  already  entitled  to  copies  of  all  works 
that  shall  be  published ;  and  it  could  not 
be  denied,  that  this  circumstance  was  fa- 
vourable to  learning,  as  thereby  students 
in  the  universities  would  be  enabled  to 
consult  books  which  otherwise  they  would 
be  unable  to  purchase.  Copyrights  were 
at  present  protected  to  the  extent  of  28 
years  in  two  different  periods.  But  the 
consequence  was,  that  in  works  requiring 
time  to  mature  them,  the  author  could  not 
derive  from  them  one  half  of  the  advan- 
tages that  were  enjoyed  by  the  authors  of 
the  lightest  productions.  The  object  of 
the  bill  was  to  remedy  this  evil. 

Mr.  Abercromby  concurred  with  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  in  requesting  the  hon. 
mover  not  to  press  the  bill  at  this  late  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  because  many  of  the 
booksellers  of  Scotland,  and  some  of  those 
of  Ireland,  whose  interests  would  be  mate- 
rially aBected  by  the  bill,  had  not  any 
knowledge  of  its  provisions. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  the 
committee,  Mr.  Wharton  in  the  chair. 
The  blanks  were  filled  up,  and  a  clause 
introduced  for  extending  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  to  oriental  works,  after  which  the 
house  resumed,  and  the  report  was  imme^ 
diately  received,  when 

The  Attorney  General  proposed  that  the 
bill  be  recommitted,  and  an  instruction  be 
given  to  the  committee  to  divide  the  bill, 
in  order  that  the  part  which  pravides  for 
the  protection  of  the  authors  might  be 
passed  now,  and  the  other  might  lie  over 
for  consideration,  though  he  did  not  think 
there  was  much  weight  in  the  objections 
made  to  that  part  which  required  that  a 
copy  of  every  new  publication  should  be 
supplied  to  all  libraries  onento  the  public. 
This  would  not  be  a  hardship  to  authors, 
because  this  was  what  was  required  of 
them  by  the  8tb  of  Anne,  in  return  for  the 
advantage  they  derived  firom  the  copy- 


right secured  to  them  by  that  act* — On 
the  question  that  the  bill  be  recommitted^ 

Mr.  C  Wj/nne,  after  stating  his.  several 
objections  to  the  bill,  moved  that  the  fur- 
ther con«*^«^**i»«>«  of  thi*  report  be  post- 
P^ied  until  this  day  three  mcmilw, 

'  Lord  H.  Petty  agreed  in  the  propuition 
of  the  attorney  general.  He  thought  tw^ 
the  present  criterion  of  the  duration  of  th<; 
a4]thor's  copyright  was  a  very  fallacious 
one;  namely,  the  life  of  the  author;  anci 
required  much  consideration.  But  as  to 
the  other  part  of  the  bill,  which  required 
the  delivery  of  a  copy  of  each  work  to  be 
published,  to  every  library  open  to  the 
public,  it  was  only  to  carry  into  effect  the 
spirit  of  the  act  of  the  8th  of  Anne.  He 
therefore  thought  that  the  bill  ought  to 
be  separated,  in  order  that  this  latter  part 
should  be  passed,  whilst  the  more  delicate 
and  difficult  part  should  be  suffered  to  lie 
over  till  next  session. 

Sir  S,  RomUly  regretted  that  it  was  now 
proposed  to  pass  that  part  of  the  measure 
which  was  the  most  objectionable,  or  rather 
the  only  objectionable  part  of  it.  The 
system  of  copyright  established  in  this 
country,  made  the  public,  instead  of  any 
individual,  the  patrons  of  literature  ;  and 
this,  with  a  view  to  independence  of  senti- 
ment, and  just  thinking,  was  an  inesti- 
noable  advantage.  It  was  certainly  highly 
expedient  that  the  libraries  of  the  diffe* 
rent  Universities  should  be  properly  pro- 
vided with  books  ;  but  he  was  astonished 
that  it  should  be  proposed  to  lay  a  tax 
upon  authors  for  that  purpose,  which  the 
public  at  large  did  not  bear.  There  were 
n»any  works  which  cost  50  guineas  a  copy  ; 
and  was  it  not  monstrous  that  the  authors 
and  publishers  should  be  taxed  to  the 
amount  of  550  guineas,  by  beingobliged 
to  give  away  eleven  copies?  The  feet 
was,  that  sucn  works,  from  the  expence 
attending  them,  were  in  no  danger  of  being 
pirated,  no  person  being  able  to  enter 
into  competition  with  them^  or  to  deprive 
them  of  the  benefit  of  copyright  therein. 
It  was  for  the  interest  of  the  public  that 
the  Universities  should  be  supplied  with 
books ;  but  let  that  be  done  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  public,  and  not  of  individual 
authors.  There  were  other  works,  how- 
ever, of  great  sale  and  merit,  though 
cheap,  to  which  the  contribution  of  elevea 
copies  would  be  easy  ;  but  he  should  cer- 
tainly propose,  that  expensive  works, 
where  the  publisher  vras  not  anxious  about 
their  copyright,  should  be  exenmled  firom 
this  contribution* 
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TheAttamty  General  said,  be  had  no 
objeclioB  to  a  clause  making  such  a  dis- 
tinction. 

The  SoUdior  Gata^  saw  no  reason  for 
delaying  any  part  of  *^  ^'^^,  and  con- 
tended ^'^^  Abe  bill  was  only  a  con^*. 
mi^lioM  of  the  act  of  queen  Anne,  which 
hg^  not  been  acted  upon  of  late  years,  in 
consequence  of  a  doubt  being  suggested 
in  point  of  form,  as  to  the  efficacy  of  the 
act  itself. 

Mr:  Suphcfu  obserred  that  the  bill,  as  it 
first  stood,  embracing  both  objects,  was 
unobjectionable.  But  he  contended  that, 
if  it  were  to  be  divided,  it  would  be  ob- 
jectionable in  point  of  precedent,  because 
it  would  separate  the  provision  for  the  au- 
thors and  for  the  universities,  which  had 
l>een  jointly  secured  in  former  acts.  He 
was  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  author 
had,  at  common  law,  an  unlimited  copy- 
right, which  was  restrained  by  the  8th  of 
Anne.  But  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
notoriety  which  would  arise  to  works  from 
copies  being  given  to  the  universities, 
would  be  an  equivalent  to  the  author  for 
the  copies  he  should  deliver  to  such  insti- 
tutions. 

Mr.  ViUien  stated  that  it  was  with  ex- 
treme reluctance  he  consented  to  the  se- 
paration of  the  bill ;  but,  as  he  could  not 
put  his  opinion  in  opposition  to  the  autho- 
rity upon  which  that  proposition  was 
made,  ne  felt  inclined  to  accede  to  it ; 
at  the  same  time,  he  gave  notice  that,  at 
an  early  period  of  next  session,  he  should 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. similar 
to  that  which  was  now  to  be  divided. — 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  recom- 
mitted ;  and  an  instruction  having  been 
Toted  to  the  committee  for  dividing  the 
bill,  the  house  resolved  into  the  committee. 
Mr.  W.  Smkk  stated  his  objections  to 
the  forther  progress  of  this  bill  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session ;  and  therefore 
moved  that  the  chairman  do  now  leave  the 
chair. 

A  short  discussion  then  took  place,  in 
which  Mr.  Leycester,  Dr.  Laurence,  the 
Attorney  General,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  and  Mr. 
C.  Wynne,  participated  ;  after  which  the 
Attorney  General  declared,  that  upon 
consideration,  he  was  inclined  to  think  it 
would  be  better  to  proceed  with  the 
whole  of  the  bill  without  any  division, 
because  it  would  certainly  be  desirable 
that  the  burden  should  be  mipoied  by  the 
•ame  measure  that  was  to  confer  the  be- 
aefit.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
amendment   suggested   by   his   learned 


friend  (sir  S.  Romilly)  would  obviate  the 
principal  objections  to  the  bill. — Mr.  C. 
Wynne,  and  Mr.  W.  Smith,  repeated  their 
objections  to  proceeding  further  with  the 
bill  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  con- 
tending that  it  would  not  be  decent  to  pass 
«ich  a  measure  without  alferding  an  op* 
portunity  to  the  booksellers,  particularly 
in  Ireland,  to  be  heard  on  the  subjecL 

Mr.  McrriB  contended,  that  the  measure 
would  not  at  all  afiect  the  booksellers  or 
publishers,  because  it  was  to  apply  only 
to  future  publications,  and  those  persons 
would  in  their  bargains  with  the  authors 
indemnify  themselves  for  any  number  of 
copies  which  they  might  be  required 
under  this  act  to  deliver  into  the  uoiver- 
sities  and  other  public  institutions. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Attorney  General* 
it  was  agreed  tbi^t  those  who  wished  to 
waive  their  copyright,  should  not  be 
obliged  to  give  the  copies  of  publicationt 
reauired  by  the  bill  ;  and  it  was  also  pro* 
vided  that  those  who  did  not  give  the 
copies  required,  should  have  no  copyright. 
Mr.  Abercromby  contended  that  the 
public  curiosity  would  be  more  earnest 
by  abridging  the  period  of  copyright ;  he 
proposed  to  limit  it  to  20  years,  instead 
of  28. 

Mr.  Morris  insisted,  that  the  term  of  2$ 
years  was  not  too  much  for  a  just  copy- 
right. He  cited  the  cases  of  Dr.  Adam 
Smith's  works,  and  Dr.  Johnson's  diction- 
ary, to  prove  that  most  valuable  works  were 
not  properly  estimated  till  they  had 
gone  through  many  editions,  and  had  been 
long  before  the  public.  He  therefore 
thouffht  an  extended  term  <^  copyright 
was  desirable. 

&r  A.  Piggoit  thought  the  present  pe- 
riod of  the  session  too  late  for  the  agita- 
tion of  this  subject  He  thought  eleven 
copies  too  many  to  require,  and  that  when 
no  complaint  was  made  on  the  part  of  aiip 
thors,  of  booksellers,  or  the  public,  it  was 
unnecessary  to  alter  the  law  as  it  atood. 

Mr.  Ltyceiter  defended  the  proposition 
of  the  attorney  general,  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  C.  Wyrme  proposed  to  render  the 
supply  of  copies  to  the  Universities  obli- 
gatory only  when  called  for.  On  expla- 
nation this  difficulty  was  removed. 

Some  forther  conyersation  took  place  on 
the  provision  to  secure  the  best  impresaions 
of  every  work  to  the  public  libraries.  It 
was  agreed  that  the  copies  so  given  sbmild 
be  on  the  best  paper  on  which  the  work 
should  be  printed  for  the  general  pniposas 
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of  8ale.w.The  house  having  resumed,  the 
Vcport  was  received,  and  ordered  to  be 
takeu  into  further  consideration  on Priday. 

[Oyster  Fishery  Bill.]  Mr.  Wharton 
brought  up  the  report  of  the  Oyster  Fish- 
ery Bill.  '^  ^  ^ 

Sir  S.  Roffdiljf  opposed  the  bill.  In  the 
committee  he  had  intended  to  propose,  in 
lieu  of  the  punishment  of  transportation 
for  seven  years,  imprisonment  for  two; 
but  the  bill  had  passed  tlirough  the  com- 
mittee, very  unexpectedly  to  him,  at  an 
early  hour  this  afternoon.  His  chief  ob- 
jection to  the  bill  was,  that  the  house  was 
not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  the  property  which  it  was  intended  to 
secure.  He  deprecated  the  enactment  of 
a  new  penal  law,  without  having  previously 
ascertained  the  precise  extent  of  the  crime, 
or  without  a  complete  conviction  that  it 
might  not  be  committed  in  ignorance  ra- 
ther than  with  a  malevolent  design.  He 
dwelt  with  considerable  tbrce  on  the  dread- 
ful depravation  of  mind  to  which  the  per- 
sons transported  to  Botany  Bay  were  sub- 
jected, and  contended,  that  it  was  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  call  loudly  for  the  inter- 
ference of  the  legislature. 

The  Solicitor  General  defended  the  bill, 
as  indispensable  to  the  protection  of  pri- 
vate property.  It  was  not  the  enactment 
of  a  new  penal  statute.  It  was  already,  in 
his  opinion,  a  felony  at  common  law ;  but 
from  an  inadvertency  in  wording  the  act, 
the  protection  of  this  property  was  not  so 
complete  as  it  was  desirable  it  should  be. 
Ail  that  the  bill  betore  the  house  pro- 
fessed, was  to  restore  the  common  law. 
With  respect  to  the  punishment,  it  was 
not  greater  than  what  was  annexed  to  si- 
milar offences. 

Mr.  Mof^em  explained  the  nature  of  the 
oyster-beds,  and  enlarged  upon  the  various 
depredations  that  had  taken  place  upon 
them.  The  people  to  whom  they  belonged 
were  in  general  poor,  and  lived,  as  it  were, 
from  hand  to  mouth.  It  was,  therefore,  the 
more  necessary  that  their  property  should 
be  protected,  in  the  same  manner  as  any 
other  property  equally  exposed,  such  as 
bleach-fields,  orchards',  &c.  This  was  not 
a  matter  of  small  amount;  and  some 
means  ought  to  be  taken  to  enable  them 
to  gain  their  livelihood  by  carrying  on 
their  trade.  H^  apprpved  of  this  bill,  as 
aiibrding  that  necessary  protection. 

Sir  IV,  Cttrt/t  observed,  that  undoubtedly 
tho  oyster- beds  were  a  species  of  property 
as  dt^serving  of  protection  as  any  other. 
His  only  objection  to  the  bill  v^-as.  that  it 
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did  not  sufficiently  mark  out  the  property, 
insomuch  that  any  person,  like  himself, 
fond  of  oysters,  might  innocently  and  ig- 
norantly  transgress  upon  these  oyster-beds, 
should  he  happen  to  be  passing  near  the 
spot  where  they  lay.^  As  it  was  a  traffic 
which  produced  many  good  seamen,  he 
should  not  object  to  its  being  properly 
protected,  provided  the  property  in  ques- 
tion was  so  noted  or  marked  out,  as  to 
prevent  persons  falling  into  error. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  said,  he  did  not  ap- 
prehend that  this  bill  went  to  make  any 
alteration  in  the  description  of  the  property 
or  place  where  it  lay,  other  than  the  form^ 
bill  contained.  It  was  evidently  a  pro- 
perty well  worthy  of  protection.  Doubts 
having  existed  whether  the  law  at  present 
deemed  the  oflence  of  stealing  these  oysters 
a  felony  or  a  misdemeanor,  it  was  therefore 
necessary  to  explain  the  law.  Such  was 
the  object  of  this  bill.  It  had  always  been 
deemed  necessary  to  punish  those  oiiences 
that  could  be  committed  with  great  faci- 
lity, with  more  severity  than  those  of  a 
contrary  description.  For  instance,  the 
crime  of  sheep-stealing  was  punished,  upon 
all  occasions,  with  death.  Upon  the  same 
principle,  oyster-beds  well  deserved  pro- 
tection, as  being  private  property  collected 
together  with  great  labour. 

Sir  W,  Elford  supported  the  measure,  as 
he  thought  it  was  necessary  to  protect  that 
species  of  property,  by  the  severity  of  the 
punishment. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  said,  that  formerly  a  bill 
had  been  brought  in  for  making  the  steal- 
ins  of  any  species  of  fruit  a  felony  ;  and 
although  it  was  acknowledged  by  all,  ^at 
that  property  was  much  exposed  andre- 
quired  protection,  yet  the  article  was  so 
tempting  and  the  ofience  so  easy  of  com- 
mission that  boys  might  be  induced  t© 
commit  it,  that  the  bill  was  rejected.  He 
thought  it  highly  necessary  that  the  oyster- 
beds  should  be  marked  out  so  as  to  prevent 
persons  totally  ignorant  of  the  law  from 
committing  tfie  offence  of  taking  oys- 
ters from  thence.  A  captain  of  a  ship, 
newly  arrived  from  a  distant  climate, 
misht  innocently  enough  send  out  his  boat, 
wiui  men,  to  take  oysters  wherever  they 
could  get  them.  Was  it  just  or  reasonable 
that  such  persons  should  be  deemed  guilty 
of  felony  ?  He  should  wish  to  see  some 
provision  introduced,  so  as  particularly  to 
mark  out  these  beds  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Villiers  thouglu  it  extremely  im- 
portant to  declare  what  the  law  was  upoi^ 
the  subject.    The  punishment  proposed  in 
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the  biir  could  not  be  ol  jccted  to  as  being 
severe^  as  it  was  certainly  the  mildest  kind 
inflicted  for  larceny. 

8ir  A.  Pi^ott  thought,  that  if  the  law 
otlready  declared  this  ofleiicc  to  be  felony 
by  the  common  law,  there  was  no  occasion 
for  passing  this  hill.  It  xvas  certainly  im- 
portant that  the  beds  should  be  particularly 
marked  out. 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  said,  if  he  con- 
sented to  this  bill,  he  was  consenting  to 
innocent  persons  being  punished  as  felons. 
A  captain  might  return  from  the  East  In- 
dies, and  might  choose  to  regale  himself 
with  oysters,  and  he  could  see  no  circum- 
stance that  could  induce  a  jury  to  acquit 
any  person  who  had  committed  the  offence, 
even  in  the  slightest  degree.  He  had, 
however,  no  doubt  there  should  be  a  law 
making  this  ofifence  more  penal  than  it  at 
present  seemed  to  be,  althongh  he  certainly 
thought  the  oyster-beds  that  were  private 
property  ought  to  be  particularly  marked 
out. 

Mr.  Western  stated,  that  th«  object  of 
the  bill  was  merely  to  declare  the  law, 
,upon  which  doubts  had  on  various  occa- 
nons  arisen. 

Mr.  Bttrton  could  see  no  objection 
against  restoi-ing  the  existing  law,  and  ex- 
plaining what  it  really  was.  The  only 
difficulty  was,  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
it  was  private  property  ?  He  thought  there 
ought  to  be  words  in  the  act  descriptive  of 
the  property,  and  that  it  ought  to  be 
marked  out  with  proper  buoys. — ^The  re- 
port was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

BOUSE  Oy   LORDS. 

Jhirsdi^,  June  23. 

[Stamp  Dl'Ties  Bill.]  On  the  motion 
Uiat  the  Stamp  Duties  bill  be  read  a  first 
time. 

Lord  Holland  rose  to  observe  upon  the 
extreme  importance  and  complexity  of  the 
measure.  It  was  one  which,  in  his  opinion, 
required  and  deserved  a  minute  and  ma- 
lure  consideration.  It  was  therefore  proper 
the  house  should  have  it  before  them  in  a 
legible  and  accessible  form.  His  lordship 
then  moved  that  the  bill  be  printed. 

Lord  Haxvkesbwy  observed,  that  it  was 
not  the  practice  to j>rint  bills  of  this  sort, 
nor  did  he  see  of^  what  utility  it  could 
prove  to  have  the  bill  printed.  He  must 
therefore  resist  the  motion  of  his  noble 
friend. 

The  Earl.of  Lauderdale  and  tb«  duke  of 


Norfolk  insitted  on  tlie  propriety  of  hav- 
ing the  bill  printed,  as  otherwise  it  would 
be  impossible  to  come  at  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  its  provisions.  Lord  Hawkesbury 
refbeated  his  objections  to  the  printing  of 
the  bill;  upon  which,  lord  Holland  sakJ, 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  take  the  sense  of  their 
lordships  upon  the  question.  The  house 
then  divided  :  Contents  Ki;  Not-coDtents 
28. — Majority  12. 

[Bank  of  Ireland  Chartea  Bill.]  Tbe 
Earl  of  Lauderdale  rose  pursuant  to  notice, 
to  move  that  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  be 
taken  upon  certain  clauses  of  this  bilU 
which  regulated  the  amount  of  the  notes 
which  the  Bank  was  empowered  to  issue, 
and  the  distribution  of  any  surplus  that 
might  arise  to  the  subscribers.  According 
to  the  accounts  on  the  table,  it  appeared 
that  the  bank  had  issued  notes  to  a  larger 
amount  than  that  to  which  by  the  bill  it 
was  limited  ;  and  that  the  subscribers  had 
subscribed  only  the  same  sums  as  before. 
He  was  at  a  loss  to  see  where  was  the  ne- 
cessity of  providing  for  the  distribution  of 
the  overplus.  This  latter  clause  surelj 
contained  as  gross  a  bull  as  ever  was  im^ 
ported  from  Ireland. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  rose  to  order.  He 
could  not  sit  silent  and  hear  reflectioiis 
thrown  out  upon  the  country  to  which  be 
belonged,  nor  would  he  tolerate  them 
from  any  noble  lord. 

Tlie  £arl  of  Lauderdale  meant  no  disre- 
spect to  Ireland  ;  he  had  ofien  been 
rallied  himself  on  the  accent  he  had 
brought  from  his  country,  without  being 
hurt  at  it.  The  best  authorities  consi- 
dered bulls  as  the  6fl^)ring  of  a  qoidc 
imagination.  But  sm^ly  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment was  not  the  most  suitable  place  for 
exhibiting  (lights  of  fancy. 

The  Lord  Cimnccllor  saw  no  necessity  fiw 
consulting  the  Judges  on  the  clauses  re- 
ferred to  by  the  noble  baron.  As  a 
lawyer,  he  might  take  upon  him  to  say  that 
the  Judges  would  give  no  opinion  as  to  the 
iUegality  or  obscurity  of  the  clauses  ;  bnt 
he  was  not  now  delivering  the  opinion  of  a 
lawyer. — Afler  a  few  words  firom  lord 
Lauderdale,  the  nsotion  was  negatived 
without  a  division. — The  bill  was  then 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

[Protest  againat  the  BAiucaF  laELAim 
CHART€fr  Bill.]  On  the  passing  of  tins 
Bill,  the  f^lowmg  Protest  was  entiered  on 
'the  Lords  Journals:  viz.  "  1st,  Becanst 
\  this  act  sanctions  tlie  prolongation  of  the 
Charter  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  from  4he 
yea**  181^,  at  which  time  Aat  corpofntisn 
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might,  on  notice,  have  been  dissolved « ta 
the  year  1837,  and  thus  confirms  the  va- 
luable e:fclu9ive  privileges  it  now  enjoys 
for  thirty  years,  on  terms  most  inadequate 
and  improvident,  as  miut  appear  from  the 
following  short  statement  :-r-The  agree^ 
ment  on  the  part  d'  the  bank,  to  mairage 
the  public  aebt  of  Ireland,  free  of  all 
charges  and  expense,  gives  the  public  a 
sum  amounting  nearly  t^  7,525/.  per  ann. 
the  commission  the  iiaok  at  present  re-^ 
ceives  on  that  account. — But  the  public 
have  given  to  tike  Bank  5  per  cent,  tor  the 
aum  of  1,250,000/.  tiiey  might  have  bor- 
rowed at  4/.  14*.  6 J.  the  interest  at  which 
money  has  been  actually  raised  this  year 
by  the  government  of  Ireland ;  SA^yL  be- 
ing the  diflerence   betwixt  62,5(X)/.  the 
interest  .of  1,250,000/.,  at  5  per  cent,  and 
59,062/.,  the  interest  of  the  said  snm  at 
4/.  14*.  6d,  per  cent  must  therefore  be 
taken  from  7500/.  the  public  have  ac* 
quired;  and.it  will  then  appear,  that  an 
■annuity  of  4,0$^/.  is  the  full  amount  of  the 
pecuniary  consideration  given  for  the  ex- 
tension of  this  valuable  privilege. — ^Fur- 
ther, the  duration  of  this  trifling  remune- 
ration is  noway  guarded  by  the  act;  it 
may  expire  within  a  short  time,  and  the 
public,  wbihit  the  bank  are  in  full  enjoy- 
ment of  the  privileges  conferred  on  them, 
may  be  compelled  to  make  a  new  agree- 
,  mcnt  for  the  charges  of  that  part  of  the 
public  debt  which  may  be  managed  in 
Ireland  ;  for  this  act  contains  so  pro- 
vision oompelling  the  bank  of  Ireland  to 
manage  any  part  of  the  public  debt  after 
it  shali  be  consoJidated  with  the  debt  of 
Great  Britain,  an  event,  which,  under  the 
7th  Article  of  Union  betwixt  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  may  take  place  within  a 
vefy  few  years. — 2dly,  Because  the  act 
ought,  for  the  credit  of  the  bank  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  sccwrity  of  the  people  of  that 
country,  to  have  expressed,  in  clear  and 
distinct  terms,  ^  nature  and  extent  of 
the  privileges  it  confers. — it  is  true  that  it 
contains  a  clause  limiting  the  circulation 
of  the   bank  of  Ireland  to  the  sum  of 
2,750jOOO/.  similar  to  the  clause  of  the 
Irish  act  of  the  S7th  of  the  king,  ch.  50, 
which  limited  tlve  circulation  of  that  bank 
to  1,500/XX)/. — ^But,  as  it  appears  by  docu- 
ments before  parliament,  that  this  bank 
I»a8»  notwithstanding  the  said  clause,  ille- 
gally extended  its  circulation  to  a  sum 
upwards  ,o*'  3,000,000/.    The  act  ought 
distinctly  to  have  expressed  what,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Irish  acts  of  the  22d, 
:j^l«tr.  &Bd  >7tb  year»  q(  hig  joajesty,  it 


.  clearly  enacts,  via. — "  That  if  any  sum^ 
exceeding  the  sum  of  2,750,000/.  shall  be 
borrowed,  or  taken  up  by,  or  lent,  or  ad- 
vanced to,  the  Corporation  of  the  bank  of 
Ireland,  under  their  common  seal  or  other- 
wise, or  for  payment  of  which  any  bund, 
bill,  note,  covenant,  agieement,  or  othec 
writing  shall  be  made,  sealed,   or  giv§n, 
then,  and  in  such  case,  all  and  every  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  be  a  member 
or  members  of  the  said  corporation,  his  or 
their  respective  heir  or  heirs,  executors,  oz 
administrators,  «hall.  In  his  or  their  res- 
pective private  capacities,  be  char^ablp 
with,    or    liable   in   proportion  to,   their 
several  shares  and  subscriptions,  to   the 
repayment  of  such  monies  which  shall  be 
so  borrowed,  taken  up,  or  lent,  with  inter- 
est for  the  same,  in  such  manner  as  if  sucU 
security  had  been  a  security  for  payment 
of  so  much  money   and  interest  for  the 
same,  sealed  by  such  respective  members  • 
of  such  corporation,  and  delivered  by  him 
or  them,  as  their  respective  acts  or  deeds, 
in  proportion  to  their  several  shares  and 
subscriptions,  as  aforesaid." — 3dly,    fee-* 
cause  we  think  it  our  duty  to  express  the 
strong  sense  we  feel  of  the  great  impro- 
priety of  extending  the  Charter  of  the 
bank  of  Ireland,  by  act  of  parliament^ 
without,  in  the  same  act,  doing  away  that 
doubt,  which,  since  the  passing  of  aji.  act 
in  the  year  1793,  was  known  to  exist  con- 
cerning the  admissibility  of  our  Bomai;^ 
Catholic  fellow-subjects,  to  the  direction 
of  that  corporation. — ^\Ve  must  think  that 
those  who  pretend  to  feel  such  alarm,  at 
the  idea  of  granting  any  extension  of  privi- 
leges to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland* 
were  called  upon  to  remove  a  doubt,  on 
which  their  minds,  if  they  are  serious  Uk 
their   professions,  must  dwell  with  such 
anxiety.     Whilst,  on  the  other  hand,. our 
anxious  desire  to  see  our  Roman  Catholic 
fellow-subjects  enjoy,  in  every  respect,  tha 
privileges  to  which  their  birth-right  enti-i 
ties  them,  makes  us  deeply  regret  th;^t 
this  act  does  not,  in  explicit  terms,  declare 
their  eligibility  to  the  situation  of  governor 
or  director  of  the  bank  of  Ireland. 

LA.UD£|it>AL£« 
DUNDAS, 

(For  the  last  reason)  V.  Holland.'* 
[SuGA^  Distillation.}  The  order  of 
the  day  being  moved  for  the  second  read'* 
ing  of  [^ the  bill  prohibiting  for  a  time  tq 
be  limited  the  Distillation  from  corn,  ; 
Earl  Balhurst  rose  and  observed,  that  it 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  detain  their 
lordships  by  aj^y  minute  ex)>lanatiQn  of 
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the  measure  now  proposed.  It  waut  one, 
which,  when  fiairly  considered,  would  be 
found  highly  expedient  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  present  moment.  The 
country  was  now  completely  excluded 
from  any  supplies  of  corn  from  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  and  from  America.  A 
sdi^city  of  provisions  had  been  felt  in 
many  parts  of  the  united  kingdom;  in 
Scotland,  oats  were  scarce,  and  had  risen 
in  price  ;  in  Ireland  the  potatoc  crop  had 
m  a  great  degree  failed,  ^^-hich  produced  a 
greater  consumption  of  com,  so  that  pru- 
dence dictated  a  measure  which,  while  it 
seasonably  provided  against  a  scarcity  in 
one  quarter,  would  aftbrd  relief  in  another, 
where  distress  had  arisen  from  a  super- 
abundance of  other  articles.  There  was 
now  a  glut  in  the  market  of  West  India 
produce,  which  proved  highly  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  the  West  Indian  proprietor. 
•  This  ghit  would  be  relieved  by  encouraging 
distillation  from  sugar,  without  producing 
any  detriment  whatever  to  the  interests  and 
improvement  of  agriculture.  He  trusted, 
therefore,  the  measure  would  be  cheerfully 
acquiesced  in. 

The  Earl  of  Selkirk  thought  Ihc  mea- 
sure pregnant  with  the  most  injurious  con- 
sequences to  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  country.  He  admitted  that  v^rhat  was 
used  in  the  distilleries,  or  in  other  pur- 
poses different  from  that  of  immediate  sus- 
tenance in  a  year  of  plenty,  might  come 
in  aid  of  the  supply  in  a  year  or  scarcity, 
and  that  it  might,  m  consequence  of  scar- 
city, become  absolutely  necessary  to  stop 
the  distilleries  ;  but,  generally  speaking, 
it  was  much  better  to  leave  agriculture 
and  distillation  to  themselves;  if  the  price 
of  grain  became  so  high  in  consequence  of 
scarcity  that  the  distillation  of  it  would 
not  yield  a  profit,  the  distilleries  must  of 
course  stop.  The  high  price  of  grain 
would  also  be  an  encouragement  to  furr 
ther  cultivation ;  the  produce  of  which 
being  brought  to  market  would  lower  the 
price.  The  hi^h  price  of  grain  might 
nave  the  effect  of  inducing  the  conversion 
of  a  portion  of  grass  land  into  tillage, 
which  would  immediately  tend  to  lower 
the  price  of  grain ;  and  if  only  a  thirtieth 
part  of  the  grass  land  in  the  united 
kingdom  was  converted  into  tillage,  he  be- 
iicved  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  the 
fmf5ortation  of  grain.  He  objected  to  the 
bill,  as  tending  to  lessen  the  cultivation  of 
grain,  and  to  render  the  operations  of  aspri- 
ciilture  unsteady  apd  fluctuating.  The 
distiJlerips,  besides,  bad  already  stopped. 


and  no  more  grain  of  the  produce  of  the 
last  harvest  would  be  distilled ;  the  defi- 
ciency therefore  in  the  last  harvest  could 
be  no  ground  for  the  bill ;  it  must  apply 
to  the  ensuing  harvesf,  and  of  that  there 
was  at  present  the  fairest  prospect.  Con- 
ceiving the  bill  to  be  an  unnecessary  Inter- 
ference with  the  agriculture  of  the  country, 
he  must  oppose  it. 

Lord  Holland  had  heard  nothing  to  in- 
duce him  to  withdraw  that  support  which 
he  intended  to  give  to  the  present  bill. 
He  could  see  no  reason  why,  if  the  quan- 
tity of  grain  consumed  in  a  year  of  plenty, 
for  purposes  different  from  necessary  sns- 
tenance^  was  to  come  in  aid  of  a  year  of 
scarcity,  it  might  not  also  come  in  aid  of 
a  deficiency  of  importation..  The  great 
object  in  this  case  was  the  relief  of  the 
West  India  interest,  now  in  a  state  of  great 
distress,  and  lo  prevent  that  ruin  in  which 
they  must  be  mvolved  if  something  was 
not  done  to  take  off  a  part  of  that  pressure 
which  weighed  so  heavily  upon  them.  If 
this  could  be  done,  as  he  contended  it 
could,  not  only  without  injuring  the  inter- 
ests of  agriculture,  but  with  ultimate  be- 
nefit to  those  interests,  ati  the  West  India 
Islands  must,  in  the  present  state  of  afiairt, 
be  in  a  great  measure  dependant  upon  this 
country  for  provisions ;  and  if  some  relief 
was  afiorded  in  the  present  instance,  those 
connected  with  them  would  be  the  better 
enabled  to  purchase  supplies,  he  saw  no 
reason  why  the  present  measure  should 
not  be  carried  into  effect,  merely  be- 
cause it  was  contrary  to  a  general  prin- 
ciple. 

Viscount  Sidmotak  thought  it  impoliticr 
to  interfere  with  the  agriculture  of  the 
country.  Let  every  thing  be  left  to  price, 
and  that  would  be  found  a  much  better  re- 
gulator of  the  amount  of  the  supply  in 
the  market,  than  any  legislative  measure. 
He  could  not  agree  with  the  policy  of  sa- 
crificing one  interest  for  the  benefit  of 
another  ;  it  vras  much  better,  in  his  opi- 
nion, thi|t  competition  should  be  lefi  to  its 
eflKct.  With  respect  to  the  West  India 
interest,  he  thought  it  would  be  moch 
better  to  resort  to  other  measures  of  a  more 
permanent  nature  for  their  relief. 

The  Earl  of  Al^cmark  had  not  heard 
any  necessity  shewn  fbr  the  present  mea- 
sure ;  nor  could  he  agree,  that  the*  Weal 
India  interest  ought  to  be  relieved  at  the 
expence  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
countrv.  With  respect  to  importation  of 
grain,  be  was  of  opinion,  that  the  land  now 
m  cultivation  would,  if  properly  qk«na^(^ 
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produce  a  sufficient  supply  without  the 
necessity  of  importation. 

Lord  J}e  Dunstamnile  did  not  think  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  country  would 
be  injured  by  the  present  measure,  and  he 
could  not  help  thinking  it  hard  upon  the 
West  India  interest,  ii',  whilst  cotapelled 
to  bring  their  sugar  to  this  country,  they 
should  be  precluded  from  the  means, 
which  woula  be  aflforded  by  this  measure, 
of  disposing  of  a  part  of  that  produce. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  urged  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  supply  of  oats  and  barley  in 
Scotland,  as  a  strong  ground  for  the  pre- 
sent measure. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  contended  that 
the  Report  of  the  committee  of  the  house 
of  commons  on  this  subject,  did  not  clearly 
state  the  grounds  on  which  the  present 
measure  was  founded.  He  condemned 
the  principle  of  sacrificing  the  interests 
of  the  grower  of  barley  to  the  grower  of 
sugar,  obserring  that  the  same  principle 
.might  be  extended  in  a  most  injurious 
manner  to  different  trades  and  manu- 
factures, and  contended,  that  the  throwing 
back  upon  the  market  the  quantity  of  bar- 
ley which  would  otherwise  be  consumed 
in  the  distilleries,  would  necessarily  cause 
a  great  diminution  of  price,  and  greatly 
injure  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
country. 

Lord  Hmvkesktry  contended  that  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  country,  who 
were  already  protected  by  law  in  the  price 
fixed,  until  which,  no  importation  of  grain 
could  take  place,  had  no  right  to  complain 
of  the  relief  now  wished  to  be  afibrdi^d  to 
another  great  interest  of  the  country.  No 
one  could  be  more  convinced  than  him- 
self of  the  importance  of  supporting  the 
agriculture  of  the  country  ;  he  nad  always 
considered  the  agriculture  and  the  navi- 
gation of  the  country,  as  the  two  great 
leading  interests  on  which  the  prosperity 
of  the  country  rested.  In  this  case,  how- 
ever, the  interests  of  the  whole  community  * 
required  that  means  should  be  adopted  to 
prevent  the  evil  consequences  of  a  defi- 
ciency of  grain  arising  from  there  being 
no  importation,  and  though  at  present 
there  was  every  prospect  of  an  abundant 
harvest,  still  it  should  be  recollected  that 
the  ci^tical  [Period  with  respect  to  the 
future  hopes  of  that  harvest  had  not  vet 
passed.  It  was  in^his  point  of  view,  added 
to  the  actual  deficiency  which  existed  in 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  that  he  supported 
the  present  measure^^rsT^e  Bill  was  then 
^read  a  second  tioie, 


BOUSE  Of  COMMONS, 

June  23. 


Thursday, 

[Army  Clothing.]  Mr.  Wardelt,  pur- 
suant to  his  notice,  proceeded  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  tfate  subject  of 
Army  Clothing.  The  object  of  his  mo- 
tion he  would  frankly  state  at  the  outset  to 
be,  to  save  an  useless  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  by  substituting  public  con- 
tract in  the  place  of  private,  though,  as  he 
should  afterwards  prove,  the  system  of  pri- 
vate contract  had  received  such  avowed 
encouragement  from  the  illustrious  person- 
age at  the  head  of  the  army,  and  from  his 
majestjr's  present  Secretary  at  War.  He 
would,  before  he  sat  down,  prove  to  the 
house  that  the  public  money  had  been  ex- 
travagantly wasted  by  this  system  of  pri- 
vate contract.  It  appeared  from  a  letter, 
siffned  '  William  Merry,*  and  dated  the 
2d  of  July,  1 803,  that  the  government  had 
at  that  time  contracted  that  the  army 
should  be  supplied  with  great-coats  at  the 
rate  of  16«.  (id.  per  coat,  but  that  price  was 
then  acceded  to,  upon  the  condition  stated 
in  a  letter  from  the  then  Secretary  at  War 
(Mr.  Yorke),  that  the  price  per  coat  then 
agreed  to*  be  given  should  be  reduced  ia. 
proportion  to  the  reduction  of  the  then 
price  of  kersey.  Now,  he  was  prepared 
to  prove  incontrovertibly  to  the  house, 
that  the  price  of  kersey  had  been  reduced 
since  that  period,  gradually  and  ^nsidera- 
bly,  and  that  the  primitive  charge  of 
\6i.  6d.  per  coat  had  not  been  at  alt  abated 
till  Feb.  last  The  decrease  of  the  price 
of  kersey  had  been  from  I  BOi  to  the  year 
1807,  in  the  following  proportion;  in  Dec. 
1 804,  kersey  was  at  the  rate  of  4f «  6d.  per 
yard  ;  in  Dec.  1805,  it  fell  to  it.  'id.  per 
yard  ;  in  Dec.  18Q0>  it  sold  at  the  rate  of 
4#.  2d.  per  yard  ;  and  in  Dec«  1807,  it  wa» 
so  low  as  3t.  6d.  pef  yard ;  and  notwitb- 
standinff  the  proviso  insisted  on  in  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Yorke,  still  was  the  public  paying, 
for  every  great  coat  at  the.  original  rate  of. 
I6s.  Qd,  per  coat,  though  the  rates  by  which 
the  price  was  to  be  maasored  had  lallea 
from  44.  Cd.  to  St.  M.  per  yard.  This  he 
could  prove  by  the  testimony  of  the  most . 
respectable  clbthiers  in  the  country.  He; 
held  in  his  hand  a  calculation  he  had  made 
of  the  loss  the  public  had,  within  the  short 
space  of  three  years,  sustained  by  the  non- 
enforcement  of  the  proviso  laid  down  by . 
Mr.  Yorke,  namely,  the  reduction  of  the 
charge  per  coat,  in  proportion  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  price  of  kersey  per  yard« 
He  would  rate  tlie  army  at  25Qj,000  raeo^. 
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which  was  50,000  less  than  the  number 
stated  by  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh),  on 
submitting  to  the  house  his  plan  for  a 
Local  Militia ;  but  he  (Mr.  Warddl)  was 
acnxious  to  proceed  in  his  calculntion  ac- 
cording to  the  most  moderate  ratio.  Each 
man  was  allowed  a  great  coat  once  in 
every  3  years.  He  took  the  number  of 
great  coats  for  one  year  at  80»000,  cer- 
tainly below  the  fair  proportion  for  the 
year  ending  Dec.  1 805,  daring  which  the 
Mersey  had  fallen  two-pence  per  y^d,  be- 
ing sold  for  1^.  'ki.  per  yard  ;  accord  big, 
then,  to  the  original  condition,  every  great 
ooat  should  havo  been  sold  for  159.  lOi. 
instead  of  1 6»,  6d.  per  coat ;  here,  then, 
bad  the  ori^nal  contract  been  adhered  to, 
there  woulJ  bare  been  a  saving  of  Sd.  per 
coat,  which  in  the  expendrtureof  one  year, 
would  have  been  a  5;aving'cf  no  Ic^s  a  smn 
than  2,GQ6L  \Ss,  44.  In  the  following 
y«ar,  kersey  selling  for  4*.  2d,  per  yard, 
the  price  of  the  great  coats  should  have 
been  at  the  rate  of  15^.  2d,  per  coat, 
instead  of  16s.  6d.y  which  making  a  dif- 
f(trertce  of  f#.  id,  per  coat,  would  be  to 
the  'pofblie  a  savmg  of  not  less  than 
5^353/.  \6i.  %d,  Agnin,  in  the  year  com- 
mencing 1 609,  when  kersey  sold  for  %8.  (id. 
per  yard,  each  gr^t  coat,  according  to 
tile  original  stlpnlatfon,  should  have  been 
sold  for  I2tf.  9d.  ^ch>  instead  of  what  they 
were  theti  sold  for  1  Oi.  6d,  each ;  whereby, 
the  contristter^  had  a  profit  of  3«.  9d.  per 
cbat ;  and  thus  there  was  an  unnecessary 
vraste-ofklk^  public  tnoney  to  the  amount 
at  15,00^.  no  that  in  the  oour«e  of  three 
years,  the  ^tin^  of  the  public  money,  if 
theori^nal  dlip^tion  had  been  adhered 
to,  would  ha¥e  Mounted  t»  ^,000/.  h 
appeared  firfier,  that  no  redoetion  what- 
ever fcad  tAktn  plact  inf  the  charge  for  the 
clothing  (mAwithstanding  the  serious  re^ 
dfittKin  ^t  Ibe  .fr'fCt  of  jthe  m4teria>)  tiH 
tba  1st  of  Feb.  last.  For  this  reduction, 
cert^nly  no  thanks  wererdue  to  the  right 
hon.  the  Secretary  at  War,  but  to  the  re- 
peated-ofl^rs  on  the  part  of  the  majority  of 
the  elotbiers  to-  sufyply  tlM  clothing  at  a 
reduced  price.  He  w^uld  pro^re,  if  he  had 
not  already  done^so,  that  the  loss  of  public 
inoney,  ^nSder  this  system  of  ^voritism,  by 
tb€  meant  of  private  contract,  amountecl 
ia  the  ci^urse  of  three  yeafs  to  23,0001. 
On  the  29th  of  June,  inOO,  the  ftrm  of 
Messrs.  Scott  and  Co.  offered  to*  supply 
great  roats  for  2a,000  meo,  at  the  rate  of 
J^.  9d.  per  coat.  To  this  proposal  they 
never  received  an  answer  (hear !  hear ! 
fbam  the  ministerial  beiiche»)t    It  was  trt^e 


that  this  part  of  the  charge  did  not  affect 
the  gentlemen  opposite  ;  but  this  would 
shew,  that  ho  (Mr.  VVardell)  was  not  influ- 
enced by  party  motives ;  and  that  in  the 
discharge  of  his  doty  as  a  member  of  par* 
liamcut,  to  the  public,  he  would  be  equally 
indifSsreht  to  either  friend  or  foe  [hear* 
hear!]. — He  contended,  that  bad  this  oiler 
of  Scott  and  Co.  been  accepted,  it  would 
have  been  a  saving  of  the  public  money  to 
the  amount  of  21,875/. ;  and  still  more  to 
evince  the  folly  of  not  acceding  to  their 
ofier,  it  appeared  that  the  same  bouse  af- 
terwards accepted  ^f  a  partial  interest  in 
the  contract  made  with  Pearse,  and  actually 
received  at  the  rate  of  lt)S.  Od.  per  coat, 
what  they  oflered  to  provide  at  the  reduced 
rate  of  1  if*  9d,  per  coirt.  Tliey  had  made 
another  offer  on  the  10th  of  Feb.,  ISOS, 
when  kersey  was  as  low  as  3«.  6^  per 
yard,  to  supply  great  eoats  at  the  rate  ei 
V2i.  ejicb,  to  this  tender  they  certaialy 
received  an  answer,  and  were  so  far  more 
suoccssfnl  than  in  their  former  application, 
but  it  so  happenfed,  that  they  received  14s. 
per  coat,  through  tbc  means  of  a  partial  in- 
terest, which  they  had  ofliured  at  the  rale 
of  I2s.  per  coat ;  and  not  only  that  of 
Scott's,  but  any  hl>a»e  in  LondoD  would 
have  supplied  that  part  of  the  army  cloth- 
ing at  tlie  rate  of  IQt.  per  ooat.  He 
meant  ftom  the  2SWh  of  June,  1806,  to  the 
year  ending  1«07,  and  thus  there  woidd 
have  been  a  saving  of  not  less  thaa 
16,0661,  or  at  the  rate  of  50^000^  each 
delivery.  The  clothiers,  induced  by  such 
repeated  ofi^rs,  agreed  to  take  off  2«.  6d. 
in  the  price  of  each  coat,  instead  of  4^ 
The  hon.  gent*  then  read  a  letter,  dated  the 
I  Ith  of  iiov.  1807,  and  signed  G.  Harri- 
son, in  which  there  was  a  proposal  mada 
te  the  contractors  on  the  p«rt  of  the  lords 
of  the  treasury,  that  in  proportion  to 
prompt  payment  there  should  be  a  redvo^^ 
tron  in  the  price.  He  commented  on  this 
passage,  and  contended  that  it  appeared 
from  Mr.  Gilgrira's  voucher  on  the  tabie, 
that  the  payments  had  seldom  been  made 
earlier  than  six  momhs.  He  was  wilhag 
to  give  every  credit  to  the  noble  lords  at 
the  head  of  the  treasury,  they  had  done 
what  they  could  to  establish  a  system  of 
fair  and  open  contract ;  but  their  exer* 
tions  in  this  respect  seemed  to  have  heed 
counteracted  by  a  powerful  but  imjiropec 
influence.  Here  the  hon.  gent  r^md  m 
letter  signed  •'  Harry  Cah-ert,  Adjatant 
General  of  the  Forces,"  addressed  to  th« 
Secretary  at  War,  in  which  the  writer,  m 
the  name  of  his  roys^l  htghocsa  tb/t  Osm^ 
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mander  in  Chief,  disapproved  of  any  change 
in  the  mode  of  clothing  the  Army  ;  this 
letteri.vas  dated  llth  Nov.  1807.  Here 
the  hon.  member  took  occasion  to  disap- 
prove of  the  Secretary  at  War  feeling  it 
necessary  to  consult  the  duke  of  York  upon 
the  propriety  ofobeying  any  orders  issued 
by  the  lords' of  the  treasury,  with  respect 
to  Army  Clothing.  If  such  applications 
were  made  to  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
merely  because  he  was  the  son  of  our  gra- 
cious sovereign,  such  a  principle  of  false 
deference  could  not  be  too  early  corrected ; 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  owing  to  a 
soperior  authority  vested  in  his  royal  high- 
ness, it  would  be  right  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther the  orders  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury 
should  thus  be  permitted  to  be  waved  or 
disputed.  The  hon.  member  next  read  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  G. 
Harrison,  bearing  date  the  8th  »f  De- 
cember, 1B07,  in  which  he  expressed 
it   to    be    incumbent  on  him   to    com* 

r  raunicate  with  the  duke  of  York  on  the 
subject  of  the  instructions  given  by  the 
lords  of  the  treasury  with  respect  to  the 
clothing  of  the  Army  by  public  contract. 
In  the  same  letter  the  right  hon.  secretary* 
expresses  his  sincere  wish  that  the  lords  of 
the  treasury  would  comply  with  the  high- 
est military  authority  in  the  country,  on  a 
point  on  which  his  royal  highness' s  expe- 
rience ought  to  have  such  weight.  That  it 
had  appeared  that  all  con^cts  of  .a  public 
nature  in  this  departnlent^  had  not  been 
productive  either  of  any  advantage  to  the 
individual,  or  of  any  real  service  to  the 
public ;  and  that  he  (the  Secretary  at  War) 
therefore  hoped,  that  their  lordships 
would  not  force  the  mode  of  supply  of 
clothing  by  publ  ic  contract     It  appeared 

'  tHen,  that  though  the  Secretary  at  War 
thought  it  neceteary  to  have  those  commu- 
nicetions  with  tlie  duke  of  York,  yet  that 
be,  at  the  same  time,  admitted  the  power 
«f  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  independent  of 
the  wishes  of  his  royal  highness.  The  hon. 
member  next  referred  to  a  letter,  dated 
Sth  Feb.  1 808»  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
at  War,  with  respect  to  another  oijfer  for 
the  supplying  great  coats  to  the  array  by 
public  contract. — ^The  hon.  member  pro- 
ceeded to  state,  that  no  sooner  had  Mis 
Pierce  received  an  order  to  'furnish  great 
coats  at  Id«.  dd.^  than  he  set  off  to  a  slop- 
seller  of  the  name  of  Dickson,  and  bar- 
gained wi^h  htm  to  furnish  them  at  1 3i.  6<^. 
or  I'U.  This  was  a  fact  which  could  not 
be  got  rid  of,  and  which  he  was  ready  to 
jftm^  at  the  bae  of  the  house.     The  )os^ 


to  the  public  by  this  bargain,  in  oife  year, 
was  no  less  than  30,000/.,  even  on  the  sup- 
position that  Dickson  fumikhed  the  coats 
at  only  2«.  6^.  less  than  Pierce's  contract. 
— He  should  now  beg  leave  to  state  a  few 
words  on  the  general  clothing  of  the  army. 
He  was  as  reluctant  as  the  right  hon.  gent. . 
opposite  (the  Secretary  at  War)  could  be 
to  break  in  on  any  of  the  privileges  of  co- 
lonels, but  he  conld  propose  a  mode  of 
saving  to  the  country  without  making  any 
alteration  in  their  situation.  When  hm 
stated  the  saving  that  might  be  produced 
from  a^  change  in  the  mode  of  contracting^ 
for  Army  Clothing  at  100,000/.,  he  found 
on  a  closer  examination  of  the  subject^ 
that  he  had  greatly  under-rated  it.  If  & 
committee  were  to  -be  appointed^  he  should 
have  no  difficultv  in  shewing  that  instead 
of  the  price  paid  by  colonels  of  1/.  13«.  0^« 
for  coat,  waistcoat,  breeches,  and  shoes; 
these  articles  could  be  furnish^  of  th« 
same  quality  ibr  1/.  1$,  Bd»  being  a  diife« 
rence  of  6s.  Id.,  on  each  suit,  or  of  76,041  /• 
a  year.  Mr.  Pierce  stated,  that- for  readyc 
money  he  would  give  a  dbcouot  of  five  per 
cent.'  The  contractor  gave  six  months  ^re* 
dit;  so  this  would  f&rm  a  deduction  of  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  and  woald  reduce  the 
saving  to  the  public  to  about  68,000/.  He 
could  shew  that  there  would  be  a  saving  on 
every  cap  of  at  least  }s,  which  would 
amount  to  about  12,500/.  making  together 
about  81,000/.  On  accoutrements,  suppos* 
ing  them  to  last  five  years,  there  would  also 
be  a  saving  of  about  12,000/.  making 
0%,O0OL  and  the  annual  saving  onr  great 
coats,  amounting  to  about  8000/.  would 
produce  a  total  of  101,000/. ;  all  this,  too, 
independent  of  the  whcmsical^nd;  absurd 
dresses  used  in  many  regiments,  which 
seemed  calculated  Ibr  no  other  purpose, 
than  to  excite  amusaiient,  if  ^  not  ridicule^ 
in  the  public.  He  was  convinced,  when 
every  thing  was  taken  into  computation^ 
that  he  might  estimate4he  saving,  instead 
of  100,000/.  at'200,000/;  If  he  v^ere.  to 
go  to  the  opinions  of  those  who  had  been 
in  the  service  of  inny  agents  and  to  ado))t 
their  tone,  he  should  say,  that  it  would 
even  amount  to  400,000/.  For  that,  bow- 
ever,  he  could  not. vouch;  jheonly  gav^ 
the  story  as  he  received  it.  It  was,  hoMi« 
ever,  he  understood,  no  unusual  thing  for 
army  agents  to  receive  several  hundreds  a 
year  &r  rec<M»mendatioas  to  pdtrticular 
regimental  contracts.  He  jihould  conclude 
with  moving,  "  1.  That  it  ii  the  opinion 
of  this  bouse,  that  from  an  improper  ad^ 
hereoce  to  the  systemof  Private  CoMqm^ 
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the  public  have  been  put  to  a  very  unne- 
cessary expence  for  military  great-coats ; 
and  it  is  the  farther  opinion  of  this  house, 
that  the  orders  of  the  Treasury  of  the  3th 
Nov.  1807,  and  1 1th  Feb.  1808,  directing 
the  greatH:oats  of  the  army  to  be  supplied 
by  open  contract,  are  highly  proper  and 
necessary  to  be  adopted  in  future.  2.  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house,  that  open 
Contract  should  be  resorted  to  in  all  cases 
wh^re  the  clothing  and  appointments  of 
the  army  are  ordered  by  government.  3. 
That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take 
under  their  consideration  the  Clothing  and 
Appointments  of  the  Army  in  general, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain,  whether  by  the 
adoption  of  a  new  system,  clothing  and 
appointments  agreeably  to  his  majesty^s 
regulations,  might  not  be  furnished  on  such 
terms  as  would  ensure  a  great  saving  to 
the  public,  and  at  the  same  time  allow  a 
continuance  of  those  emoluments  to  the 
colonels  that  they  have  hitherto  enjoyed 
from  the  clothing  of  their  regiments,  or 
an  equivalent  in  lieu  thereof.  — He  con- 
cluded by  stating,  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  press  his  motions  this  session. 

The  Secretary  at  War  replied  to  the  ob- 
servations of  the  hon.  gent  Those  who 
were  well  acouainted  with  the  woollen 
trade,  had  intormed  him  that  the  prices 
had  remained  stationary  from  1 803  to  the 
present  time.  With  respect  to  the  price 
tor  great-coats  that  had  been  fixed  in  1803, 
namely,  ld«.  6cf.  he  could  only  say,  that 
as  far  as  he  understood,  that  price  had  not 
been  fixed  without  due  deliberation,  and 
a  full  consideration  of  every  circumstance 
connected  with  the  subject.  A  reference 
to  the  opinion  of  military  men,  and  parti- 
cularly to  that  of  the  Commander  in  CJhieC 
was  indispensable  on  questions  of  this  na- 
ture, and  consecjuently  the  inferences  of 
the  hon.  gent  did  not  apply.  When  the 
business  was  referred  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  he  communioated  it  to  the  board  of 
general  officers,  who,  of  course,  were  per- 
^tly  disinterested,  and  who  after  due  de- 
liberation, declared  their  unanimous  opi- 
nion, an  opinion  in  which  the  commander 
in  chief  had  concurred.  The  soldier's 
sreat-coat  was  to  last  him  for  three  years: 
It  was  frequently  his  only  covering,  and  it 
became  therefore  most  necessary  that  the 
coats  should  not  be  of  an  inferior  quality. 
On  thi3  principle,  the  board  of  general 
officers  and  the  commander  in  chief  had 
objected  to  any  cban^  in  the  system  by 
which  these  coats  had  hitherto  been  fur- 
IiUM.   Tlie  secretary  at  war  had  no  con- 


nection whatever  wit^  the  appointment  of 
those  who  were  to  furnish  the  clothing  of 
the  army.  Every  colonel  of  a  regiment 
selected  his  own  army  clothier.  The  war- 
office,  therefore,  could  have  no  interest  in 
the  question.  It  was  not  to  be  expected, 
that  the  treasury  would  suppose  any  or- 
ders of  this  nature  issued  by  them  upoa 
this  subject  were  final,  without  consultation 
with  the  military  authorities.  The  trea- 
sury had  recommended  a  new  system,  bat 
the  board  of  general  officers  and  the  com- 
mander in  chief  were  so  strongly  impressed 
with  what  they  conceived  would  be  the 
injury  which  the  army  would  sustain  from 
the  change,  that  the  treasury  acquiesced. 
He  did  not  think  the  least  advantage  would 
accrue  to  the  public  from  taking  the  cloth- 
ing out  of  the  hands  of  the  colonels;  al- 
though he  vtras  satisfied  that  (provided  a 
fair  compensation  were  made  to  them)  the 
colonels  would  be  much  benefited,  and 
would  be  very  happy  to  have  the  clothing 
removed  from  their  hands  into  those  of  the 
public,  lie  should  move  the  previous 
question  on  each  of  the  motions. 

Mr.  Wkitbreud  could  find  no  answer  in 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  to  a 
single  one  of  the  statements  of  bis  hon. 
friend.  The  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
secretary  at  war  had  consisted  principmlly 
of  a  panegyric  on  great-coats.  That  the 
comforts  arising  from  the  use  of  them 
should  be  secured  to  the  soldier,  he  would 
be  one  of  tho  last  to  dispute;  but,  on  the 
same  principle,  great  part  of  the  rest  of 
the  dress  of  the  army  should  be  abolished. 
Some  of  them  were  dressed  in  such  a  man* 
uer  as  to  be  the  ridicule  of  every  person 
who  passed  by.  Some  of  the  cavalry 
were  seen  equipped  with  immense  mufls, 
caps,  or  hats,  which  whether  the  weather 
was  cold  or  hot,  wet  or  dry,  must  be 
equally  insupportable  ;  others  had  im- 
mense things  hatiging  over  their  arm, 
under  which  they  seemed  ready  to  fktm 
with  fatigue.  Whiskers  too,  it  might  be 
supposed,  were  extremely  comfortable! 
He  agreed  that  if  a  more  comfortable  great 
coat  could  be  furnished  to  the  soldier  for 
lOs,  QcL  than  for  I4«.  it  would  be  proper 
he  should  have  it  But  what  was  tne  po- 
sition of  his  honourable  friend  ?  That  the 
soldier  had  precisely  the  same  coat  on  his 
back  for  1  Qs.  6d,  that  he  might  have  for 
14j.  What  greater  comfort,  then,  he 
asked,  could  the  soldier  have  in  Uus  ^  (lU 
hon.  friend  had  stated,  that  one  house  had 
furnished  at  l(i«.  Hd,  the  very  same  articles 
which  he  had  ofiered  at  lit.  9d.  hecwwa 
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he  could  not  get  the  latter  tender  accepted 
oF.  He  agreed,  that  the  commander  in 
<?hiefoaghtfto  be  consulted,  but  he  objected, 
that  the  second  order '  of  the  treasury 
should  only  hare  been  considered  by  the 
secretary  at  war,  as  a  hint  as  to  their  opi- 
nion on  the  subject.  He  was  surprised 
to  find,  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
ofiered  no  apology  for  his  conduct,  if  so 
much  of  the  comfort  of  the  soldier  de- 
pended on  his  great*coat,  and  this  com* 
iort  was  to  be  endangered  by  the  change, 
in  insisting  that  if  his  mode  of  furnishing 
was  not  to  be  followed,  the  business  should 
be  transferred  to  the  commissary  general. 
This  shewed  but  little  regard  lor  the  com- 
fort of  the  soldier,  that  because  the  change 
was  likely  to  endanger  his  comfort,  he 
would  give  up  all  controul  in  the  matter. 
As  to  the  Committee  of  Finance  doing 
any  thing  on  this  subject,  be  thought  it  was 
'in  vain  to  expect  it.  If  the  chairman  of 
that  committee  were  a  man  of  iron,  if  he 
were  to  live  to  the  years  of  Methusalem, 
&om  the  mode  in  which  that  committee 
was  now  proceeding,  little  good  was  to 
be  looked  for.  The  great-coats  might  be 
worn  out  again  and  again  before  any  re- 
lief would  be  afforded  from  that  quarter. 
He  should  therefore  support  all  the  Resolu- 
tions of  his  hon.  friend. 

General  Siuart  thought  it  signified  not 
what  was  the  dress  of  soldiers,  provided 
they  were  well  disciplined.  The  dress 
alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gent,  was  adopted 
in  some  light  regiments  of  cavalry,  in  con- 
sequence of  several  Germans  having  come 
over  to  this  country,  who  belonged  to  regi- 
ments that  dressed  in  that  way.  Such 
dresses  were  considered  as  well  adapted 
to  cavalry  employed  at  outposts.  The 
saddles  they  used  were  particularly  useful 
on  such  services.  Several  Hussar  regi- 
ments were  equipped  in  imitation  of  the 
German  cavalry,  by  order  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief;  and  he  did  not  see 
that  their  dress  was  more  ridiculous*  than 
the  long  tails  and  the  monstrous  incon- 
venient cocked  hats,  formerly  worn  by 
cavalry.  If  the  business  of  providing  for 
the  clothing  of  the  soldiers  was  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  colonels  of  regiments, 
it  would  produce  no  benefit  to  the  army, 
nor  any  saving  to  the  public.  The  sol- 
diers would  not  then  be  so  well  ofl  as  at 
present ;  because  it  was  the  ambition  of  a 
colonel,  who  always  had  a  regard  for  his 
regiment,  to  make  the  soldiers  have  as 
good  an  appearance  as  possible :  and  he 
generally  spent  more  for  th^  dress  of  the 
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soldiers  than  was  allowed  by  government 
for  the  puVpose. 

Mr.  ^Ai^^reo^ congratulated  the  Church 
on  the  vigilance  of  the  two  Archbishops, 
who  be  conjectured  were  a  few  days  ago 
visiting  its  outposts,  as  he  bad  discovered 
them  mounted  on  hussar  saddles.  [A 
laugh,  and  aery  of  order  !] 

Mr.  Huskisson  thought  every  thing  the 
hon.  member  could  wish  was  now  fairly  in 
train,  and  likely  to  be  accomplished.  He 
defended  the  treasury  fiom  any  imputa- 
tion of  blame,  but  reprobated  the  idea  of 
open-contracts,  as  tending  to  raise  the  price 
of  commodities  to  government. 

Mr.  Fuller  concurred  with  the  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Whitbread),  in  ridiculing  the  dress 
of  some  of  our  regiments,  and  especially 
the  sudden  changes  of  regimentals,  the 
expence  of  whicn  had  compelled  many 
officers  to  quit  their  regiments.  Adverting 
to  the  scantiness  of  clothing  in  some  cases^ 
he  declared  that  he  had  seen  instances  in 
which  the  dress  of  the  soldiers  of  a  regiment 
had  been  made  so  tight,  that  it  had  .been 
burst  by  the  sudden  contraction  occasioned 
by  a  shower  of  rain  ;  and  the  poor  fellows 
were  lefl  with  nothing  but  their  shirts  to 
cover  a  part  of  tbeir  bodies  which  he 
would  not  name.  [A  laugh.]  On  the 
whole,  however,  he  believed  that  tlie 
clothing  was  conducted  on  a  very  equitable 
principle* — After  a  few  words  in  expla- 
nation, Mr.  Wardell  withdrew  his  motions. 

[Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.]  The  house 
was  moved,  that  the  last  of  the  Resolutions 
which,  upon  the  1 4th  of  June,  was  reported 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole  house,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  further 
of  the  supply  granted  to  his  majesty,  and 
was  then  agreed  to  by  the  house,  might  be 
again  read  : — ^And  the  same  was,  as  agreed 
to  by  the  house,  read  accordingly,  as  fol- 
loweth,  viz.  Resblved,  "  That  a  sum,  not 
exceeding  54,702/.  0*.  id.  be  granted  to 
his  majesty  to  be  paid  to  John  Palmer,  esq. 
being  the  balance  of  the  per-centage  due 
to  him  on  the  nei  revenue  of  the  Post  Office, 
from  the  5th  day  of  April  1793  to  the  5th 
day  of  January  1808." 

The  Chancdhr  of  the  Exchequer  rose  to 
move  for  a  separate  bill  on  that  Resolution, 
instead  of  allowing  it  to  form  a  part  of 
the  general  Appropriation  bill.  He  would 
state  his  reasons  tor  making  this  proposi- 
tion, of  which  he  had  given  due  notice, 
that  it  might  not  appear  to  be  a  sudden 
measure.  The  ordinary  course  of  the 
house  was  to  put  all  the  grants  of  the  year 
into  the  appropriatioa  bill ;  but,  in  adopt* 
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ing  the  course  which  he  was  about  to  re- 
commend, the  house  would  not  act  in  in 
Bnparliamentaiy  or  an  unprecedented  man- 
ner. If  there  ever  was  a  case  in  which 
the  ordinary  course  should  be  deriated 
from,  it  was  the  present,  for  very  strong 
reasons,  which  he  wouW  distinctly  show. 
With  respect  to  the  precedents  on  this 
subject,  lie  would  submit  to  the  house  a 
great  variety  of  them.  In  the  first  place, 
he  would  stale  a  number  of  cases  of  grants 
voted  in  the  committee  of  supply  to  pri- 
vate individuals,  with  conditions  annexed 
to  them,  some  of  which  had  been  carried 
into  effect  solely  by  a  separate  bill,  while 
others  had  been  incorporated  into  the 
appropriation  act.  The  tirst  that  he  would 
mention  was  a  vote  of  the  house  in  a  com- 
mittee of  supply,  on  the  10th  of  April 
1739,  of  5000/.  to  Mrs.  Johanna  Steele,  on 
condition  that  she  would  with  all  conve- 
nient speed  make  discovery  of  her  remedy 
for  curing  the  stone  ;  this  vote  was  carried 
into  efiect  by  a  separate  bill,  and  did  not 
appear  in  the  appropriation  act.  Another 
vote  was  on'  the  28th  of  Jan.  1731,  of 
14-,000/.  to  sir  Thomas  Blome,  as  a  rccom- 
pence  for  the  introduction  of  organzrned 
silk  into  this  country,  on  the  condition 
that  he  should  produce  the  models  of  his 
mills.  This  vote  w^  carried  into  effect 
by  a  separate  bill,  but  did  make  itsappear- 
rance  in  the  appropriation  act.  5000/.  had 
been  voted  in  a  committee  of  supply,  to 
the  family  of  Mr.  Harrison,  for  his  time- 
piece, on  the  condition  that  his  executors 
should,  as  speedily  as  possible,  explain  its 
construction.  This  vote  was  carried  into 
effect  by  a  separate  bill,  and  was  also  incor- 
porated in  the  appropriation  act :  3,600/. 
had  been  voted  in  a  committee  of  supply,  to 
Mr.  Phillips,  on  the  condition  of  his  dis- 
covering the  composition  of  a  powder  for 
destroying  insects.  This  vote  was  carried 
into  elftect  by  a  separate  bill,  which  was 
in  the  lords ;  and  it  did  not  appear  in  the 
appropriation  act.  Two  or  three  years 
afterwards  Mr.  Phillips  renewed  his  ap- 
plicdtion,  and  the  house  of  commons,  in  a 
committee  of  supply,  voted  him  1000/. 
This  vote  was  carried  into  effect  in  a  sepa- 
rate bill,  which  bill  was  also  lost  in  the 
house  of  lords,  and  it  did  not  appear  in  the 
appropriation  act. — Thus  it  appeared  that 
out  of  these  five  cases  the  house  adopted 
one  course  in  three  instances,  and  another 
course  in  the  remaining  two.  The  same 
variety  of  proceeding  would  appear  on  an 
examination  of  different  grants  that  had 
been  voted  for  public  purposes.    In  some 


casta  these  vofes.  bad  been  carried  into 
efiect  solely  by  separate  bills ;  in  others 
they  had  been  incorporated  in  the  appro- 
priation act.  For  the  constmctioB  mnd 
improvement  of  Westminster  Bridge  va* 
rious  sums  had  been  voted  at  diflerent 
periods.      On  the    13th  of  May,    1742, 

20,000t :  on  the  24th ,  1754,  25,0OOi. 

In  both  these  cases  the  votes  had  been 
caried  into  effect  in  separate  bills,  and  had 
not  appeared  in  the  appropriation  act. 
On  the  27th  of  ^one  1742,  25,000/.;  in 
1743,  25/X)0/.  ;  in  1754,  2,500/.  ;  all 
which  had  been  carried  mto  efiect  by  se- 
parate bills,  but  bad  also  been  incorpo- 
rated into  the  appropriation  act  It  was 
evident,  therefore,  that  in  these  instances^ 
all  relating  to  the  same  object,  the  honst 
had  been  influenced  solely  by  convenienco. 
There  were  various  other  similar  grants* 
On  the  2d  of  March  1750,  10,000/., 
for  widening  the  streets  of  Westminster ; 
and  in  May  1758,  10,000/.  for  repairing 
MiMbrd  Haven  ;  which  votes  were  carried 
into  efiect  by  separate  biUs  although  they 
appeared  in  the  appropriation  acta.  Jn 
1759,  10,000/.  for  Milfbrd  Haven  ;  on  the 
9th  of  May  1759,  various  sums  as  com* 
pensation  for  the  purchase  of  kods  al 
Portsmouth  and  Plymooth  ;  on  the  2Sd  of 
March  1762,  5,000  for  paving  Weatnun* 
ster,  and  on  the  1 4th  of  April  1767,  2,000/. 
additional  for  the  same  purpose.  AU 
these  votes  were  carried  into  efiA^ct  by 
separate  bills,  and  did  not  appear  in  tho 
appropriation  act.  From  these  varkMM 
cases  it  was  clear  that  not  only  on  pri- 
vate but  on  public  grants  the  house  had 
always  exercised  its  own  option  on  tha 
mode  of  proceeding.— -But,  then  was  ano- 
ther class  of  cases  more  nearly  resem- 
bling that  under  consideration.  They 
were  the  grants  which  had  been  made 
without  any  condition  am^xed.  On  the 
23rd  of  December  1707,  2,120/.  18«.  Cd. 
had  been  voted  in  a  committee  of  anp- 
ply  as  due  to  capt.  James  Roach  for  the 
arrears  of  the  rent  of  forfeited  estates  in 
Ireland,  granted  to  him  by  act  of  paHiap 
ment  This  vote  was  carried  into  efilect 
,by  a  separate  bill,  and  did  not  S4>pear  in 
the  appropriation  act.  On  the  28th  c^ 
January  1752,  112,145^  was  voted  to  the 
African  company  as  a  compensation  far 
the  loss  of  their  chartered  lands.  This 
vote  had  been  carried  intoefibct  by  a  sepa- 
rate bill,  and  was  not  incorporated  into  tha 
appropriation  act  But  one  of  the  most 
material  cases  to  which  the  house  ou^it 
to  attend  was  that  of  Hye  harbour.     On 
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the  25th  of  Fet>.  174^,  the  committee 
oi  supply  voted  a  grant  to  his  ma- 
jesty of  23,360/.  out  of  the  stoking  fudd, 
to  enable  the  commissioaers  of  Rye  har- 
bour to  complete  the  works.  The  appro- 
priation bill  was  subsec)uently  brought  into 
the  house,  but  this  grant  was  not  included 
in  it:  and  the  committeG  upon  it  on  the 
8th  of  April  was  adjourned  to  a  late  hour, 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  vote  of 
money  for  Rye  harbour  to  be  made  the 
subje(:t  of  a  separate  bill.  Another  case 
had  occurred  ur  1779,  of  a  grant  u|>on 
tiie  petition  of  Br.  Smith,  as  a  reward 
for  his  having  attended  sick  piisoners 
'  ijn  London  aad  Westminster.  That  pe- 
tition hfl^i  been,  with  some  counter  pe- 
titions, referred  to  a  committee^  which 
Hiade  no  report.  In  tlie  year  1781  the  pe- 
tition was  renewed,  and  on  the  report  of  a 
committee,  a  bill  was  brought  in,  and 
passed  the  house  of  commons  for  granting 
1,200/.  to  Dr.  Smith,  which  bill  was  never 
returned  from  the  lords.  It  was  impossi- 
ble, after  what  he  had  stated,  to  contend, 
that  it  was  not  perfectly  competent  to  the 
liouse  to  carry  its  vote  into  eiiect,  either  by 
aepurate  bill,  or  by  its  insertion  in  the  ap- 
propriation act.  The  grant  had  been  voted 
en  grounds  not  satislactory  to  his  mind, 
and  though  he  still  retaiiVBd  his  former 

'  opinion,  it  was  not  upon  that  he  proposed 
the  prcseat  coursew  Th^  house  had  a  dis- 
cretion, and  it  remained  to  be  considered 
wider  what  circumstajices  the  house  would 
be  disposed  to  proceed,  by  a  separate  bill, 
or  by  including  the  grant  in  the  appropri- 
ation act.  If  no  other  moti¥e  would  apply 
the  course  that  would  be  most  convenient, 
^romld  be  most  desirable.  In  ordinary 
cases»  where  there  was  not  likely  to  be  any 
difference  of  opinion  elsewht^i-e,  it  might 
be  proper  to  in  ert  the  grant  in  the  appro^ 
prtaticm  act.  Sut,  if  there  should  be  any 
Jair  reason  to  suppose  such  a  difierence  of 
opinion  to  exist  in  that  other  quarter,  that ' 
would  be  good  ground  for  taking  t^  grant 
out  of  the  appropriatkin  act.  The  vote 
pmeeeded  upon  an  assumption  of  an  agree- 
ment between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Palmer, 
•nd  then  assatned  that  nothing  had  hap- 
pened to  defeat  such  contract,  and  that  a 
Kill  should  be  brought  in  to  carry  the  con- 
tract  into  effect.  That  house  knew  that 
the  other  house  had  the  matter  unA^r  their 
consideration,  by  having  received  a  mes- 
sage from  it,  requiring  a  communication 
of  the  evidence  upon  which  they  had  passed 
Ibe  bill  for  granting  the  annuity  to  Mr. 

.  Paliper,     lining,  by  sending  iqp  that  bill 


to  the  other  house,  given  it  an  opportunity 
of  exercising  an  unrestrained  judgment 
upon  one  part  of  the  case,  they  should  not, 
by  inserling  this  grant  in  the  appropria- 
tion bill,  reduce  the  other  house  to  the  al- 
ternative of  either  acceding  to  a  grant,  of 
which  it  disapproved,  or  of  rejecting  the 
appropriation  of  the  supplies  of  the  year. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  then  quoted  the  au- 
thority of  Mr.  llatsel,  vol.  iii.  p.  1  Qd,  to 
shew,  that  tacking  one  measure  to  another 
foi*  the  purpose  of  forcing  anpther  branch 
of  the  legislature  to  accede  to  it,  was  highly 
iiTegular,  and  a  breach  of  tlie  practice  of 
parliament;  but  that  to  do  this  with  a 
knowledge  that  the  part  so  tacked  was  dis- 
agreeable  to  the  other  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature, was  highly  dangerous  and  uncoi>* 
stitutional.  He  admitted  that  this  doctrino 
had  been  applied  by  Mr.  Hatsel  to  the 
tacking  to  money-bills  measures  uncon- 
nected with  the  supply,  but  contended, 
that  the  principle  extended  to  preclude  the 
house  from  any  course  that  would  reduce 
the  other  house  to  the  alternative  he  had 
stated.  If,  therefore,  the  house  should  see 
no  reason,  founded  upon  parliamentary 
usage,  for  declining  the  course  he  had  to 
propose,  why  insert  the  grant  in  the  ap- 
propriation act,  why  clog  the  supplies  of 
the  year  with  a  measure  tbat  would  endan- 
ger their  passing  the  other  house  ?  The 
proposition  upon  which  the  grant  reste<^ 
was  one  on  which  not  only  the  present 
house  of  commons  entertained  a  difierence 
of  opinion,  but  a  former  house  of  commons 
had  rejected.  And  there  was  as  much 
reason  to  think,  that  any  other  assembly 
would  differ  fiom  the  present  house  of 
commons,  as  that  the  former  house  of  com- 
mons bad  differed  from  it.  If  ever  there 
had  been  a  case  in  which  the  grant  should 
be  carried  into  efiect  by  a  separate  act,  it 
was  the  present.  He  should  ask  any  hon. 
member  to  shew  any  case  in  which  two 
votes  founded  upon  the  same  principle, 
had  been  carried  into  effect,  one  by  a  se- 
parate bill,  the  other  by  insertion  in  the 
appropriation  act.  If  there  was  no  similar 
case,  then  this  was  a  new  case,  and  it  .was 
competent  to  the  house  to  exercise  its  dis- 
cretion upon  it.  The  house  would  there- 
fore decide,  whether  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  it  would  prefer  the 
separate  or  the  general  appropriation  act. 
He  should  move  that  a  bill  be  biK>ught  in  . 
pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  tlie  committee 
of  supply. 

The  Resolution  was  entered  and  read^ 
{tnd  on  the  question  being  put. 
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Mayor  Palmer  roae  and  said— Sir;  after 
the  indulgence  I  experienced  from  the 
house  on  the  first  discuuioM  of  this  subject, 
it  was  not  my  intention  to  have  obtruded 
further  on  their  notice  ;  but  the  many  de- 
bates which  have  since  occurred,  with  the 
motion  now  made  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
will,  I  trust,  apologize  for  the  observations 
I  presume  to  ofier.  I  beg  leave  to  remind 
the  house,  that  this  claim  was  renewed, 
in  the  first  instance,  by  a  petition,  which  had 
induced  his  maj/s  late  administration  to 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  examine  the  evidence  upon  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's Agreement  with  government,  taken 
by  a  previous  committee  in  the  year  1797, 
and  to  report  their  observations  ;  that  the 
late  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  (lord  H. 
Petty),  had  proposed  the  selection  of  this 
committee,  consisting  of  the  members  for 
counties,  principal  manufacturing  towns, 
the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  and  mer- 
chants, as  being  the  most  competent  to 
decide  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  to 
make  a  well  grounded,  impartial,  and 
every  way  satistactory  report  to  the  house. 
The  change  of  admmistrat^on  prevented 
this  appointment  at  the  moment ;  but, 
at  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament, 
the  petition  was  again  received,  and  the 
approbation  of  the  present  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  given  for  the  adoption  of 
the  same  measure  recommended  by  his 
predecessor.  A  committee,  thus  con- 
stituted and  appointed,  accordingly  sat, 
and  afler  a  deliberate  investigation  of  the 
Evidence  laid  before  them,  with  the  exa- 
mination of  further  evidence,  made  their 
report.  Mr.  Palmer,  flattering  himself 
that  the  report  of  this  committee,  so  se- 
lected, could  not  but  be  approved,  was 
inuch  surprised  and  mortified  to  learn  the 
disapprobation  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  and  from  this  consideration,  in 
the  hope  that,  during  the  recess,  the  right 
hon.  gent,  might  have  the  leisure  to  exa- 
mine more  fully  into  the  merits  of  the 
case,  Mr.  Palmer  was  advised,  and  con- 
sented to  a  temporary  postponement  of 
\ih  claim. — I  am  now,  sir,  to  state  my  own 
conduct  in  this  affair.  Qn  being  returned 
to  parliament  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session,  I  did  myself  the  honour  of 
waiting  on  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer to  lear^  his  sentiments  previoas  to 
any  notice  of  a  motion  on  the  subject. 
Upon  this  occasion  the  right  hon.  gent, 
candidly  told  me,  that  he  should  oppose 
the  measure  ;  but  on  my  remonstrating 
with  him  on  th%  hardship  of  Mr,  Palmer's 


case,  that  from  having  contracted  with  tbo 
government  of  the  country  instead  <^  an 
individual,  and  being  thereby  precluded 
an  appeal  to  its  laws,  he  was  even  to  be 
refused  a  fair  hearing  in  the  only  court  to 
which  he  could  apply,  the  right  bon.  gent, 
assured  me,  that  1  had  no  apprehension  to 
feel  on  that  accoimt,  as  however  strongly 
he  might  express  his  own  opinitm,  (and  he 
did  not  mean  to  flatter  me,  but  that  ti 
would  have  considerable  wei^t),  he  was 
fsur  from  wishing  to  impress  that  opinion 
against  the  conviction  oi  those  who  were 
disposed  to  think  well  of  the  claim  ;  and 
that,  if  the  house  decided  in  its  favour,  he 
should  be  perfectly  contented  with  having 
performed  his  duty.  The  right  hon.  oent. 
confirmed  this  assurance,  and  satisfied  me, 
beyond  a  doubt,  oi  the  candour  of  bis  in* 
tentions,  by  quoting  the  case  of  a  grant  to 
Dr.  Jenner,  which  he  stated  had  been  car* 
ried  in  the  previous  session  agaii^  an  in- 
dividual but  strenuous  opposition  on  his 
part — ^I  thanked  the  ri^t  hon.  gentleman 
very  sincerely  for  his  liberality,  and  t<^d 
him  at  tbe  time,  that  however  I  lamented 
his  unfavourable  impression,  and  sensible 
of  the  influence  it  must  carry,  tbat  my 
own  conviction  of  the  justice  of  the  case 
assured  me  of  its  success.  At  a  second  in- 
terview with  the  right  hen.  gent,  previous 
to  the  Easter  vacation,  on  submitting  to 
him  a  notice  of  the  intended  motion^  he 
obligingly  again  confirmed  the  consent  of 
the  orown  given  by  the  former  and  present 
administration ;  and  on  my  stating  that  I 
had  repeated  the  substance  of  our  former 
conversation  to  many  who  had  been  anx« 
ious  to  learn  his  sentunents,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  fully  admitted  it,  and  strengthened 
the  opinion  I  entertained  of  his  sincerity. 
Surely  then,  sir,  after  such  professions,  it 
was  natural. for  me  to  hope,  upon  the  dis« 
cussion  of  this  question,  of  which  so  long 
a  notice  had  been  given,  and  to  which  I 
had  earnestly  intreated  tbe  attendance  of 
every  individual  member,  that  the  right 
hon.  gent,  who  had  equally  solicited  the 
attendance  of  his  own  friends  on  the  occa- 
sion, would  have  considered  the  decision 
of  so  large  a  majority  in  fiiivour  of  the 
claim  as  conclusive  of  the  sense  of  the 
house  ;  and  that  I  should  at  least  have  ex-» 
perienced  the  same  candour  on  the  part  of 
government,  in  carrying  that  decision  of 
the  house  into  effect,  which  had  indaced 
the  consent  of  the  crown  in  the  first  in^ 
stance  :  for  I  must  think  it  hard,  ater 
having  overcome  what  I  conceived  and 
fully  ui^ers^ood  firom  th^  ri^t  hoit.  giemK 
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would  be  the  only  difficulty,   I  should 
since  have  been  exposed  to  greater  trials, 
and  in  which  1  seem  but  to  have  succeeded 
to  embitter  the  disappointment  I  am  at 
last  to  suffer.    It  is  urged,  that  I  have 
caused  the  necessity  of  the  present  mo- 
tion, by  sending  the  bill  for  Mr.  Palmer's 
future  per-centage  to  the  lords;  but  this 
should  be  considered  the  act  of  the  house, 
and  not  mine :  for  how  w^  I  to  do  other- 
wise than  adopt  that  mode  of  carrying  the 
previous  votes  into  efifeet,  which  hsA  been 
decided  by  a  large  majority ;  viz.  to  move 
for  the  arrears  in  a  conunittee  of  supply, 
and  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  future  per- 
centaffe  ?  Nor  was  an  idea  then  entertained, 
that  the  arrears  once  voted  in  the  supplies 
could  be  withdrawn.    The  bill  was  there- 
fore brought  in  as  matter  of  course,  and 
which,  in  the  possible  event  of  being  thrown 
out  by  the  lords,  might  be  renewed  ifi  any 
future  session.    The  moment  it  was  hinted 
that  the  rejection  of  the  bill  in  the  upper 
house  might    endanger  the  arrears,  all 
thoughts  of  carrying  it  there,  on  my  pai*t, 
were  given  up :  the  notice  of  the  Uiird 
reading  was  dropped,  nor  would  it  have 
met  its  fate  with   the  peers,   had    not 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  himself 
thought  proper  to  send  it  there,  and  for 
that  purpose,  by  moving  the  third  reading. 
I  wish  to  express  no  opmion  upon  the  con- 
duct of  the  right  hon.  gent,  but  merely  to 
stand  acquitted  with  the  house  of  bavins 
sought  the  difficulty  I  am  placed  in.  With 
respect  to  the  present  motion,  it  is  to  be 
viewed  in  two  points,  as  relating  to  the 
house,  and  to  myself.    For  myselt,  I  roust 
object  to  it,  nor  could  it  be  considered  but 
as  an  act  of  folly,  or  hypocrisy  on  my  part 
to  give  up  what  has  been  established  as  a 
right  by  the  repeated  votes  of  this  house, 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  in  a  bill  which 
every  one  knows  roust  defeat  the  object  it 
professes.    The  question,  as  relating  to 
the  house,  is  of  too  much  consequence  to 
calculate  the  interest  of  the  individual,  and 
1  beg  that  it  may  not  stand  a  moment  in 
the  way ;  the  only  favour  1  ask  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  is,  that  he  will  be  satis&ed 
in  withdrawing  the  arrears  if  it  should  be 
the  pleasure  of  the  house,  and  at  least 
tpare  me   the  unnecessary  trouble  and 
mortification  which  the  proposed  bill  roust 
involve.    Could  1  anticipate  a  fair  consi- 
deration of  the  question,  so  far  from  avoid- 
ing, no  one  would  more  anxiously  court 
the  ^iscussion  than  myself.     I  would  sub- 
nait  it  to  the  common  sense  of  any  indi- 
vidual in  the  kingdom  wbQ  cnold  only  read 


the  evidence,  much  rather  to  the  most  en- 
lightened minds  if  allowed  an  impartial 
judgment.  But,  without  meaning  any  dis- 
respect to  the  noble  lords,  I  feel  it  to  be- 
impossible ;  and  that,  were  I  in  the  same 
situation,  either  wholly  ignorant,  or  but 
partially  informed  on  the  subject,  with  ir- 
resistible prejudices  in  favour  of  one  party, 
and  those  which  had  been  raised  against 
the  other — ^The  hon.  cent,  being  here  in- 
terrupted by  the  Speaker,  who  stated,  that 
it  veas  contrary  to  order  to  allude  to  any 
discussion  that  had  passed  in  the  lords, 
concluded  with  saying,  that  he  would  no 
lon^r  detain  the  house  than  to  repeat  his 
wish  that,  in  the  event  of  the  arrears  being 
withdrawn,  he  might  not  be  compelled  ta 
bring  in  a  second  bill  which  must  inevit- 
ably meet  the  reception  of  the  first. 

Mr.  ^m^iAom.— Though  I  cannot,  sir, 
forbear  to  give  my  testimony  of  approba- 
tion, in  common,  I  am  persuaded,  with 
that  of  every  other  gentleman,  to  the  man« 
ner  in  which  the  hon.  member  who  has 
just  sat  down  has  argued  and  conducted 
this  business  in  every  part  of  its  progress, 
and  not  less  so  upon  the  present  than  on 
every  preceding  occasion,  yet  I  must  con- 
tend that  his  endeavours  ought  now  to  be 
considered  as  wholly  superfluous,  so  far  as 
relate  either  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  or 
to  any  interest  merely  his  own ;  and  that 
the  house,  having  come  to  a  formal  adjudi- 
cation upon  the  subject,  has  nothing  now 
to  consiaer  but  the  propriety  or  impro- 
priety of  defending  its  own  decision.  It  is 
not  a  question  at  the  present  moment  whe- 
ther what  the  house  decided  was  right, 
but  whether  having  so  decided,  il  can,  as 
at  present  circumstanced,  alter  its  decision. 
All  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  therefore  has 
been  labouring  with  so  much  etfi>rt,  is  no- 
thing to  the  purpose.  He  has  been  ran- 
sacking the  Journals,  diving  into  the 
depths  of  parliamentary  lore,  wasting  his 
time  and  his  pains,  and  wearing,  out  the 
eyes  of  his  case-hunter,  only  to  tell  us, 
what  nobody  ever  disputed,  that  parlia- 
ment has  on  different  occasions  proceeded 
in  both  ways,  sometimes  by  a  separate  bill, 
and  sometimes  by  introducing  grants  of 
the  sort  in  question  into  appropriation 
acts.  We  will  admit,  if  the  hon.  gentle- 
man veishes  it,  that  the  option  between 
these  two  ways  was  in  the  first  instance 
completely  open  to  the  house:  but  the 
question  lor  us  at  present  is,  whether  this 
option  continues  open  to  us  now.  The 
great  edifice,  therefore,  of  the  hon.  gent.'8 
learning,  however  curipus  and  costly,  Uaa 
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been  raised  upon  grounds  not  belonging 
to  the  question,  and  will  stand  him  in  as 
little  stead  as  the  house  of  a  man,  who 
should  have  built,  unfortunately,  upon  his 
neighbour's  land.  What  is  it  to  us  what 
the  house  has  done,  on  occasions  similar 
•▼en,  if  you  please,  to  the  present,  but 
where  it  had  not  previously  made  its  elec- 
tion, and  where  accordingly  its  choice 
might  be  free  ?  We  have  chosen,  and  caii- 
not  now,  without  the  most  flagitious  in- 
justice, revert  to  the  situation  in  which  we 
fi:>rmerly  stood.  It  is  needless,  therefore, 
to  inquire,  what  would  be  the  value  of  the 
precedents,  which  the  hon.  gent,  after 
searching  back  for  near  a  century,  has 
beeb  thus  able  to  rake  together.  I  should 
say  that  out  of  the  whole  lot,  excepting 
perhaps  the  case  of  captain  Roach,  there 
was  hardly  one  of  which  any  use  could  be 
made ;  and  of  that  or  any  other  that  might 
upon  the  first  view  be  thought  applicable, 
how  little  do  we  know  of  the  circumstances 
existing  at  the  time,  and  which  might  have 
determined  the  house  to  one  cour5e  or  the 
other !  It  is  enough  for  us  to  know,  that 
the  case  in  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
act,  is  a  case  already  decided,  and  decided 
by  members  now  no  longer  present,  and 
who  have  retired  into  the  country,  not 
from  weariness  or  idleness,  or  from  mo- 
tives of  liking  or  convenience,  but  from 
a  firm  and  just  persuasion  that  all  the 
material  business  of  the  session,  and  un- 
questionably this  part  of  it,  was  at  an  end ; 
ftnd  who  will  feel  good  reason  to  complain, 
(as  the  house  collectively  and  the  country 
will  have  reason  to  complain),  if,  the  mo- 
ment they  have  turned  their  backs,  the 
whole  of  what  had  been  done  in  their  pre- 
sence, and  which  every  one  then  consi- 
dered as  final,  should  be  thus  fraudulently 
and  surreptitiously  reversed.  Never  was 
tJiere  surely  such  a  proceeding  attempted, 
except  one,  and  tnat,  one  should  have 
thought,  not  of  a  sort  which  would  have 
been  resorted  to  as  a  precedent,  the  change 
I  mean,  which  was  made  in  the  mode  of 
]f>roceeding  against  lord  Melville.  The 
sentiments' excited  on  that  occasion,  were 
Botof  a  sort  to  give  much  encouragement  to 
those  who  might  wish  to  have  recourse  to 
a  similar  expedient.  I  was  as  strong  an 
advocate  as  any  one  for  referring  the  trial 
of  that  noble  lord,  to  the  tribanal  of  the 
house  of  peers ;  but  the  act  by  which  the 
house  of  commons  changed  its  decision  in 
that  rei^pect,  and  by  trick  and  surpHee  re* 
currcd  to  impeachment  after  having  for- 
mally and  io  a  full  bouse  resolved  upon 


another  Course  of  trial,  was  in  my  opinaoa 
a  most  scandalous  proceeding,  and  was 
one  accordingly  which  I  opposed  at  the 
time  to  the  utmost  of  my  power.  The 
objection  is  in  one  respect  more  strong 
in  the  present  instance :  because  neve» 
surely  was  there  a  question  on  which  the 
sense  of  the  house  was  more  fairly  takea. 
What  possible  idea  can  honoun&bie  g^- 
tlemen  have,  when  they  talk  of  this  as  a 
party  question  ?  A  question  does  aoc  be- 
come a  party  question  merely  because 
meisbers  of'  a  particular  party  vote  for  it ; 
at  this  rate  every  question  on  which  the 
house  is  unanimous  must  be  a  party  ques- 
tion: but  because  members  of  a  parti* 
cular  party  vote  for  it  and  those  only ; 
and  even  then  nothing  is  thereby  decided 
as  to  the  merits.  I  dieuld  have  thought, 
indeed,  that  gentlemen  on  the- other  mit 
would  not  have  been  90  fond  of  describing 
as  a  party  question,  a  question  in  which 
they  have  been  five  tilties  beat,  but  wo«M 
have  been  willing  to  allow  something  to 
the  merits  of  the  case,  instead  of  ascribing 
the  whole  to  the  strength  of  their  adver- 
saries. Whatever  their  wish,  however, 
may  he,  qr  whatever,  and  with  more  rea- 
son, might  be  our  wish,  the  fact  is,  that  the 
triumph  of  Mr.  Palmer  has  not  been  the 
triumph  of  a  party,  but  a  triumph  of  tmth 
and  justice.  And  how  indeed  in  the  natare 
of  things  could  it  be  otherwise  ?  What 
possible  means  has  Mr.  Palmer  of  en* 
gaging  in  his  favour  the  sentionents  of 
the  house  of  commons,  but  through  the 
medium  of  the  opinion  which  they  naay 
entertain  of  the  meriu  of  his  case  }  What 
boons  has  he  to  dispense  ?  What  patro- 
nage does  he  possess  ?  What  *  advaoce- 
ment*  does  any  one  '  hope  froisi  him,  who 
no  revenue  hath  but  his  good  spirica;' 
either  to  serve  his  friends  or  to  cosnend 
against  his  enemies  ?  The  hon*  ^ent*  will 
perhaps  tell  me,  that  the  case,  which  I  liad 
my«elfftlluded  to,  of  the  duke  of  AthoU 
attorded  an  instance^  which  I  at  leaatcaa- 
not  dispute,  where  tn&&ey  had  bean  voted 
to  an  individual)  upen  grounds  not  very 
satisfectorily  made  out.  But  the  hou* 
gent,  must  not  forget  otie  circomatance, 
that  the  noble  duke  in  question,  to  ny 
nothing  of  his  superior  rank  and  stalioa 
and  numerous  conrtections,  before  he  con- 
vinced the  house  had  succeeded  m  can« 
vincin.^  the  mini*er.  Nobody  ever  de* 
nied,  ttiat  the  inflaenco  possessed  in  socae 
cases  by  individuals  might  be  sufficient  to 
gain  the  assistance  of  a  minister  ;  or  tliat 
the  opinions  of-a  miniiter  might  )^e  ^ 
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weight  in  determiDing  the  judgment  of  the 
house.    The  question  is,  what  coultl  aa 
individual  do,  powerful  as  he  might  be> 
without  that  assistance  }  I  have  heard  of  a 
man  who  having  made  a  bet  that  he  and 
his  companion  would  eat  some  extraor- 
dinary quantity  of  peaches,  when  the  day 
came  and   his   friends  were  in   despair, 
changed  all  the  odds  in  his  favour  by  ten- 
derinff  for  his  companion  a  lean  sow.     It 
woald  be  no  wonder,  if  with  such  an  as- 
sociate, the  bet  was  won  with  ease.     But 
what  would  the  eater  have  dene  without 
his  friend  ?    What    would    the  duke  of 
Athol  have  done  without  the  ministdr^ 
And  still  more,  whet  could  Mr.  Palmer 
have  done,  supposing  his  cause  to  have 
been  a  bad  one,  not  only  without  the 
minister,  but  with  the  minister  straining 
every    nerve,    and   calling    out    •  party 
(}uestion'    against    him?    I    suppose    an 
instance  could  hardly  be  founa,  even  in 
the  compass  of  a  period  as  long  as  that 
which  the  hon.  eentleman  has  taken  for 
his  precedents,  where  a  question  had  been 
decided  bearing  such  certain  marks  of  the 
real  sense  and  genuine  conviction  of  the 
house.     Yet  this  is  the  decision,  which  we 
are  now  c*alled  upon  to  rescind,  and  in  the 
circumstances  which  have  been  described. 
It  is  not  an  appeal  from  a  thin  house  to  a 
full  one,  from  a  hasty  tribunal  to  one  more 
considerate,  firom  '  Philip  drunk  to  Philip 
sober ;'  but  auite  the  contrary :  the  ap- 
peal is  made  n*om  knowledge  to  ignorance, 
from  deliberation  to  haste,  firom  a  full  and 
general  attendance  to  a  scanty  and  partial 
ene.  The  bulk  of  those  who  had  examined 
the  subject  and  who  had  qualified  them- 
selves to  decide  upon  ft,  are  retired  and 
n,  judging,- as  well  they  might,  that 
»usiaes»was  over,  and  their  attendance 
no  longer  necessary.    If  their  places  are 
ki  any  instances  supplied,  it  is  by  gentle- 
men, many  of  whom  we  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  now  (6r  the  first  time  since  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  and  who, 
liavingbeen  brought  to  town  unexpectedly, 
by  business  no  doubt  of  their  own,  are 
just  in  time  to  correct  this  abominable  de- 
cision, which  their  colleagues,  deliberately 
indeed  but  most  unadvisedly,  had  come  to. 
I  must,  however  for  my  part,  formally 
enter  my  protest  both  agaiAst  their  judg- 
ment and  their  jurisdiction.     I  must  both 
affirm  the  propriety  of  the  former  deci- 
sion, and  utterly  deny  their  competency 
to  reverse    it,   in  the  circumstances   in 
which  they  are  placed,  even  though  the 
former  decision  should  in  the  first  instance 


have  been  ever  so  objectionable.  At  this 
rate,  however  decided  the  majority  and 
deliberate  the  discussion,  there  is  no  de-» 
termination,  which  the  house  can  have 
come  to  during  the  course  of  a  session,  that 
may  not  be  set  aside  at  the  end  of  it.  I 
protest  against  the  measure  proposed,  as 
one  of  the  most  disgraceful  to  the  present 
character  of  the  ho^,  and  dangerous  by 
its  example,  that  the  house  could  well  be 
called  upon  to  adopt. 

Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  observed,  that  this 
appeared  to  him  a  (question  wholly  inde- 
pendent of  the  merits  of  Mr.  Palmer'i 
case.  Acts  of  appropriation,  he  thought, 
ought  not  to  be  loaded  with  any  extraneous 
votes.  He  must  acknowledge,  that  he  had 
not  investigated  the  *  particulars  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  case,  and  was  therefore  unable 
to  form  a  judgment  of  its  merits.  Great 
difference  of  opinion  had  not  only  pre- 
vailed upon  the  subject  of  this  vote  in 
that  house,  but  out  of  doors  ;  and  it  was 
his  opinion,  that  the  other  branch  of  the 
legislature  should  not  be  deprived  of  the 
opportunity  of  unrestrained  judgment 
upon  the  measure.  The  hon.  gent,  then 
entered  into  a  justification  of  the  grant  to 
the  duke  of  Athol,  and  concluded  with 
expressing  a  wish  that  the  business  should 
undergo  everyproper  discussion.  ' 

Sir  Thomas  Tvrton, — Sir,  I  never  rose  to 
submit  my  observations  on  any  question 
before  the  house  with  greater  feelings  of 
concern,  or  indignation,  than  I  now  do  on 
the  very  extraordinary  speech  and  motion 
of  my  right  hon.  friend.  Before  I  enter 
on 'the  subject  of  it  I  cannot  avoid  making 
some  observations  on  the  consistency  and 
liberality  of  the  hon.  gent,  who  has  just 
sat  down.  He  prefaced  his  speech  with 
the  acknowledgment  *  that  he  had  not 
been  able  to  investigate  the  part^ct>lar$ 
of  Mr.  Palmer's  case,  and  was  therefore 
unable  to  form  any  judgment  of  its  merits,* 
and  yet  after  tnis  confession,  the  hon. 
gent,  has  had  the  candour  and  justice  to 
give  a  decided  opinion  on  a  case,  on  the 
particulars  of  which  he  has  avowed  his 
Ignorance.  Tlie  hon.  gent,  cannot  take  it 
amiss,  that  I  am  not  inclined  to  give 
much  weight,  or  to  pay  much  respect  to  an 
opinion  so  formed.  But  the  hon.  member 
is  certainly  coirect  in  observing  that  these 
merits  and  claims  (on  which,  however,  he 
has  stept  out  of  the  way  to  pass  bis  judg- 
ment) xannot  affect  the  vote  of  to-night^ 
for  as  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr. 
Windham)  has  observed,  whatever  may  be 
the  event  of  the  present  motion,  those  claims 
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will  remain  unshaken,  that  debt  for  ever 
due  to  Mr.  Palmer  by  the  recognition  of 
this  housft.  The  question  this  night  to  be 
decided  is,  the  unwarrantable  conduct  of 
his  majesty's  ministers.  Sir,  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  in  support  of  the 
motion,  has  quoted  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Hatsell ;  that  is  an  authority  so  respect- 
able, that  I  cannot  l^elp  reminding  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  how  unequi- 
vocally that  authority  reprobates  the  con- 
duct of  nrinisters  who  give  the  consent  of 
the  crown  ^  to  measures  they  mean  to 
oppose.  I  think  he  stiles  it  unparlia- 
mentary and  unconstitutional.  In  this 
case  if  we  could  not  expect  support,  the 
minister  ought  to  have  been  neutral.  Let 
us  see  how  his  conduct  has  been  consistent 
even  with  this.  Sir,  the  proceedings  on 
this  subject,  down  to  the  firth  and  last  de- 
cision of  the  house,  are  fresh  in  every 
one's  recollection,  nor  can  it  be  forgotten 
by  the  house  or  the  public,  that  a£er  all 
the  sophistry  and  ingenuity,  after  all  the 
fallacious  arguments  which  have  been  used 
to  mislead  and  confound  the  judgment, 
parliament,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  has  declared  by  majorities 
as  respectable  and  independent  as  ever 
carried  any  motion  within  these  walls, 
*  That  Mr.  Palmer  is  entitled  to  the  advan- 
tage of  his  contract.'  I  ^ould  have 
hoped,  sir,,  that  his  majesty's  ministers, 
however  pertinacious  in  their  opinion, 
however  mortified  by  a  result  so  contrary 
to  their  expectations  and  to  their  usual  for- 
tune, would  at  last  have  learned,  from  the 
steady  and  honourable  resistance  to  their 
unjust  conduct,  a  lesson  of  submission  to 
the  so  often  expressed  voice  of  the  par- 
liament Indeed,  sir,  I  must  acknowledge 
that  when  I  saw  this  notice  on  the  order 
book,  I  was  prepared  for  the  withdrawing 
it,  ^Lnd  I  really  came  down  to  the  house, 
under  the  expectation  of  it.  I  cannot, 
even  now,  think  it  will  be  persevered  in. 
Is  a  conquest  by  government,  over  an  in- 
dividual, the  object  ?  Can  such  a  conquest 
produce  a  gleam  of  satisfaction  amongst 
the  weakest  minded  of  them  ?  Will  they 
dare  to  boast  of  it  to  this  house,  which  by 
this  motion  they  have  openly  insulted ;  or 
to  the  country,  who  by  the\r  represen- 
tatives, called  to  the  subject  by  long  and 
repeated  notices,  with  all  the  documents 
before  them  on  which  to  found  their  opi- 
nion, have  sanctioned  Mr.  Palmer's  Claim, 
liave  recognized  the  debt  and  obligation 
of  the  country  to  him,  to  the  extent  of  the 
vote  in  hiii  favour. — ^But,  says  the  right 


hon.  mover :  *  The  house  having  allowed 
the  Claim  of  Mr.  Palmer,  it  is  only  to  the 
mode  of  voting  this  sum,  that  I  object : 
you  have  put  this  sum  into  the  Appropri* 
ation  act,  and  I  am  apprehensive  that  by 
this  means  you  will  endanger  passing  the 
supplies  of  the  year  through  the  lords,  the 
consequence  of  which  must  be  obvious, 
whereas  by  the  adoption  of  my  present 
method,  you  give  the  other  house  an  op- 
portunity at  least  to  discuss  and  examine 
the  subject,  independent  of  the  other  mat- 
ters which  would  be  affected  by  it,  if  they 
throw  out  this  grant,  and  in  asking  this,  I 
am  violating  no  practice  or  usage  of  the 
house,  which  has  frequently  adopted  this 
mode  on  similar  occasions.'  Sir,  I  cmly 
pray,  that  I  may  have  patience  to  examine 
these  reasons,  these  pretences  which  have 
been  urged  for  a  line  of  conduct,  which 
the  more  it  is  examined  into,  the  more 
unfounded  in  6sict,  the  more  disgraceful 
to  its  proposers,  will  it  be  found.  From 
the  first  moment  in  which  the  mtention  of 
his  majesty's  ministers  was  announced,  1 
have  been  afiraid  to  trust  myself  with  the 
discussion  of  the  subject,  and  I  must  con- 
fess that  during  the  speech  of  the  right  boa. 
gent  below  me,  I  have  with  difficulty  res- 
trained the  impatience  and  indignatioQ  I 
have  felt  of  the  grounds  on  which  this 
abominable  treatment  of  the  house,  as  well 
as  of  the  individual,  has  been  justified. 
Have  1  not  need  of  patience,  sir,  to  bear 
it  said,  that  whilst  justice  to  the  individual 
is  considered  in  the  mode  proposed,  the 
interests  of  this  house  and  of  the  country 
are  dependent  on  it,  that  it  is  confonn* 
able  to  the  constant  usage  and  practice  of 
it,  and  that  it  is  in  form,  not  in  substance, 
that  this  measure  differs  from  the  one 
which  the  house  has  already  adopted  ? 
Well,  sir,  I  have  no  objection  to  meet  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  on  this  state- 
ment, or  that  the  judgment  of  the  house 
shall  come  to  an  issue  upon  the  truth  or 
fallacy  of  it.  Does  the  right  hon.  gent 
seriously  mean  to  state  that  no  substantiai 
difference  exists  between  the  mode  pro- 
posed by  him,  and  the  one  now  adopted 
by  the  house  ?  Will  he  even  promise, 
that  he  and  his  majesty's  other  minis- 
ters will  ffive  their  inffuence  and  voles 
to  this  adopted  child  of  his  ?  Will  he 
give  his  word  to  the  house,  that  it  is  not 
his  intention  to  strangle  this  progeny  of 
his,  the  moment,  or  within  a  few  days  of 
his  giving  it  birth — when  he  gets  it  out  of 
this  house?  If  he  will  give  his  promise  of 
support  to  his  own  bill,  I  can  have  no  ob- 
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jecticm  to  its  substitation.    Do  but  juBtice 
to  the  individual,  respect  but  the  wishes  of 
this  house>  and  we  will  not  quarrel  about 
forms.     But,  air,  if  there  could  be  any 
doubt  what  the  conduct  of  government  will 
be,  let  us  look  to  what  has  been  that  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  already*     And  here  I 
must  directly  charge  the  right  boa.  gent, 
with  a  want  of  courtesy,  an  outrage  on  the 
common  forms  and  usages  of  tlus  house 
from  one  member  to  another,  which,  short 
as  is  my  experience  in  parliament,  I  will 
venture  to  say  h^  no  parallel.     A  bill  is 
brought  in  by  me  for  the  payment  oi  the 
future  per-centa^e  due  to  Mr.  Palmer,  I 
move  the  first  and  seco^  readings  of  it,  in 
the  presence,  and  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  right  hon.  gent.    Suspecting  strongly 
from  the  earnestness  of  bis  majesty's  mi- 
nisters to  have  the  bill  read  a  third  time, 
coupled  with  symptoms  which  appeared 
elsewhere,  that  the  object  of  ministers  was 
to  pass  the  bill  here,  with  a  view  of  stjrang- 
ling  it  in  the  lords,  I  declined  moving  the 
third  reading  of  it.     In  my  absence,  the 
right  hon.  gent,  comes  down  to  the  house, 
and  hims€|lf  moves  the  third  reading.     He 
takes  it  straight  to  the  upper  house,  and 
there  it  receives  the  death-wound  he  had 
prepared  for  it. — Sir,  I  do  not  deny  that  it 
IS  competent  to  any  member  to  move  the 
iTeading  of  a  bill  introduced  by  another,  in 
any  of  its  different  stages;^  but,  I  will  ask, 
is  it  consistent  with  the  courtesy  one  has  a 
right  to  expect  from  one  gentleman  to  ano- 
ther within  these  walls  ?  Is  this^nesse,  this 
trick,  as  it  now  appears,  worthy  of  the  mi- 
nister or  the  man  ?   But  even  this  is  not 
equal  to  the    hypocrisy    and    duplicity, 
which  would  seriously  urge  this  measure, 
as  one  only  of  form,  not  of  substance, 
which  would  represent  it  as  doing  justice 
to  the  party  concerned,  whilst  its  sole  ob- 
ject was  to  avoid  the  danger  of  n^sunder- 
standipg  between  the  two  branches  of  the 
legislature.    Will  the  chancellor  of  t^ie 
exchequer  avow  that  such  is  his  sole  inten- 
tion ?  1  am  sure  he  will  not ;    he  knows 
that  his  intention  is,  by  this  subterfuge,  by 
this  unworthy  proceeding,  to  defraud  Mr. 
Palmer  of  his  just  rights,  and  to  counter- 
act the  intentions  of  parliament  so  often  ex- 
pressed.—^ir,  the  insult  to  the  individual, 
Dy  this  argument,  and  by  these  pretences, 
is  trifling  in  comparison  vrith  that  with 
which  he  dares  to  treat  the  house.    After 
having  been  five  times  told,  in  the  inde- 
pendent language  of  parliament,  that  if 
individuals  cannot  obtain  justice  out  of 
iloocB,  ^bey  d^l  with^  its  walls;   cren 
Vol.  XI. 


from  Uie  minister  himself,  supported  as 
he  needs  must  be,  with  great  and  com- 
manding majorities  on    most    occasions, 
one  should  have  hoped,  and  expected, 
that  the  deceit  respect  due  from  \i\m 
to    the  voice  of   parliament,   expressed 
through  organs,  which  could  be  only  in- 
fluenoed  by^  tlte  principles  of  justice  in 
voting    the  public   money,  would  have 
induced  the  right  hon.  gent,  to  bow  to  an 
authority  so  satisfactory  aiid  convincing, 
so  entirely  exonerating  him  from  all  res- 
ponsibility, or  at  least,  that  he  would  not 
have  insulted  the  house,  by  an  open  disre- 
gard of  its  Totefi,  by  this  sovereign  con- 
tempt for  its  decbion,  by  coming  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  when  most  of 
its  independent  members  are  out  of  town, 
and  the  friends  and  dependents  of  govern- 
ment composing  the  greater  part  of  the 
house.    Waii  ever  so  marked,  so  contemp- 
tuous a  disregard  of  the  voice  of  parlia- 
ment ?  Was  ever  so  unworthy  a  finesse 
practised    by  the    first   minister  of  the 
government  on  the  house  ? — So  much  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  right  hon.  gent, 
has  brought  forward  this  motion.     And 
now,  sir,  as  to  bis  justification  on  the  score 
of  precedent;  he  has  certainly  favoured 
us  with  a  number  of  precedents,  of  special 
bills,  brought  in  for  grants  to  individuals, 
which  he  tells  us  are  applicable  to  the 
present  case ;  and,  he  adds,  '<  that  it  is  not 
"  even  a  general,  much  less  an  universal, 
"  rule  to  include  such  grants  of  money  iu 
"  the  appropriation  act.  — Sir,  I  am  now 
at  issue  with  the  right  hon.  gent. ;  for  I 
maintain,  and  I  defy  the  disproval  of  my 
assertion,*that  there  is  no  one  instance,  on 
the  journals  of  your  hous^,  of  a  sum  of 
money,  due  as  a  debt  to  an  individual, 
which  has  not  been  voted  in  the  appropri- 
ation act.    I  vvill  put  the  whole  of  this 
case  on  the  truth  or  ^Isehood  of  this  asser- 
tion ;  no  one  will  dispute  that  this  is  a 
debt  due  from  the  public  to  an  individual ; 
an  acknowledged  onby  recognized  by  the 
votes,  and  solemn  resolutions  of  this  hoase. 
It  must,  therefore,  be  voted  in  the  manner 
all  similar  sums  are  voted.     But  what 
are  these  precedents  of  bills,  which  are 
said  to  apply  to  this  case  ?  I  really  am 
astonished  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
riK)uld  insult  our  understandings,  by  at- 
tempting to  impose  these  cases  on  us  as 
in  any  degree  similar  to  the  present.  What 
was  the  case  of  Mrs.  Stevens  ?  a  condi- 
tional remuneration?    Mr.  Philips's  the 
s{^me.  The  condition  unperformed,  the  re- 
miip^r^ionwouldiiot  be  bestowed.  How, 
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but  by  a  bill,  could  such  a  grant  be  made  ? 
*  But,'  says  the  right  hon.  gent.  *  these 
were  certainly  conditional,  and  I  am  afraid 
do  not  quite  apply;'  but  then  he  adds, 
tTriumphantly, '  the  case  of  Mr.  Roche  was 
an  absolute  debt,  money  acknowledged  to 
be  due,  and  yet  a  bill  was  brought  in  for 
this  purpose.'   Now,  sir,  if  this  be  the  case 
which  is  to  direct  our  votes  to  night,  the 
7ight  hon.  gentleman  must  shew,  that  it 
is  entirely  applicable  to  the  one  in  ques- 
tion.    Most  certainly  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  a  great  advantage  over  us,  in 
the  production  of  cases  which  we  have  not 
the  opportunity  of  examining ;  but  here 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  has  stated  par- 
ticulars enough  of  this,  to  shew  that  it  has 
no  more  analogy  to  Mr.  Palmer's  case, 
than  their  treatment  of  him  has  with  equity 
and  justice.     For,  what  is  this  case  ?    A 
sum  of  money,  he  does  not  say  for  what 
purpose,  is  originally  voted  to  be  paid,  not 
m  the  usual  way,  but  out  of  certain  for- 
feited estates,  the  property  assigned  for' 
payment  turns  out  not  productive  to  the 
supposed  extent ;  and,  therefore,  the  house 
is  called  upon  to  make  good  the  deficiency. 
From  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  fund  to 
pay  the  grant,  the  remedy  for  the  defi- 
ciency of  that  fund  would,  of  course,  be 
by  bill,  because  it  would  recite  the  former 
grant,  and  the  cause  of  the  second  appli- 
cation.   How,  then,  is  this  in  the  least  ap- 
plicable to  Mr.  Palmer's  case,  which  is  a 
debt  voted  to  be  paid  out  of  the  supplies 
of  the  year ;  and,  according  to  the  usual 
practice,  put  in  the  Appropriation  act? 
Sir,  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
house  by  going  further  into  these  flimsy 
precedents,  which  are  insulting  to  our  un- 
derstandings   if  it  is  pretended  that  they 
apply  i6  the  present  case. — I  will  only  ask 
one  question  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
on  them  all :  Is  there  onfe  of  them,  wherein 
the  minister,  professin)^  to  act  with  justice 
to  an  individual,  whose  general  merit  he 
recognizes,  introduces  a  bill  for  a  grant  of 
money  to  him,  with  the  certainty  that  it 
will  be  thrown  out  in  the  lords,  and  with 
the  intention  of  using  his  endeavours,  and 
those  of  his  colleagues,  that  such  should 
be  the  fate  of  it  ?    If  he  has  not  such  a 
case,  he  has  none  applicable.  *  Sir,  I  have 
only  now  to  trouble  the  house  with  a  few 
words  on  the  apprehended  danger  in  the 
lords,  if  this  vote  soes  to  the  upper  house 
hi  its  usual  way.    if  there  is  any  danger, 
who  have  occasioned,  who  have  Invented 
it  ?    his  majesty's  ministers.     Have  they 
not  the  means  of  averting  k }  Will  thoy. 


with  their  tenderness  for  our  mutual  friend- 
ship, exert  those  means  of  prescrring  it 
they  have  in  their  power  ?  If  so,  do  they 
doubt  of  success  ?  I  think  not  Sir.  I  most 
acknowledge  I  feel  disgusted  with  the 
whole  conduct  of  ministers,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  this  business ;  I  have  usually 
given  them  my  support,  they  have  now  ray 
complete  reprobation.  When  I  look  round 
the  house,  and  see  the  extent  and  nature 
of  the  attendance  this  night,  I  have  no 
doubt  of  the  event  of  its  vote ;  I  see  the 
whole  force  of  government  exerted  to  ob- 
tain a  triumph,  but  which,  when  obtained, 
will  disgrace  them.  For,  what  is  it  ?  the 
success  of  government  in  the  oppression 
of  an  individual,  who,  even  in  their  esti- 
mation, is  a  most  meritorious  one  \  but 
this  is  the  least  part,  it  is  a  triumph  ob- 
tained by  finesse  and  stratagem  over  the 
reiterated  sense  of  a  great  and  independent 
majority  of  this  house.  Will  ^uch  a  triumph 
increase  the  credit  of  government  out  of 
doors  ?  And  this,  sir,  done  in  violation  of, 
and  with  a  sovereign  contempt  for,  the  forms 
and  usages  of  this  house ;  forms  and  usages 
which,  to  use  the  words  of  the  ri^ht  hon. 
gentleman  himself,  when  he  assisted  in 
placing  you,  sir,  in  that  chair,  so  honour- 
ably and  usefully  filled  by  you,  '  are  the 
very  essence  of'^thc  constitution.*  Will 
this  raise  the  credit  of  government  within 
doors  ?  Sir,  I  have  done.  I  am  wearied 
with  the  subject;  I  never  discussed  one 
with  more  pain  and  fegret.  I  have  not 
been  long  a  member  of  this  house,  but,  I 
confess,  that  my  respect  for  its  character 
has  not  been  increased  by  what  1  have 
witnessed  in  the  course  of  one  short  fort- 
night. The  weight  of  government,  and 
the  votes  of  ministers,  given  in  defence  of 
a  delinquency,  no  one  of  them,  except  a 
noble  loi-d  (Castlereagh)  implicated  in  the 
guilt,  dared  to  defend  ;  and  every  engine 
of  oppression,  every  finesse,  and  unworthy 
manoeuvre  practised  by  the  same  gorem- 
ment,  to  defraud  a  meritorious  senram 
of  the  public,  not  of  a  reward,  not  of  a 
claim,  but  of  a  debt  due  and  acknow- 
ledged by  this  house ;  t>vo  such  instances, 
I  must  acknowledge,  have  not  raised  either 
the  house  or  miiiisters  in  my  estimation. 
I  am,  indeed,  heartily  sick  of  both.  Let 
me,  however,  conjura  the  house  to  pre- 
serve its  consistency  and  character,  by 
rejecting  this  motion,  as  unworthy  its 
countenance.  You  have  already  resolved, 
that  Mr.  Palmey  is  entitled  to  this  money. 
Defeat  not  this  resolution  by  your  vote  of 
to-night  I  recollect  this  genUemaa  is  not 
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asking  you  for  a  pension  for  political  ser- 
Tices  ;  he  asks  you  not  for  a  reversion  to 
those  who  can  have  personally  had  no 
merit ;  he  does  not  even  ask  you  for  the 
payment  of  services,  not  commensurate 
with  the  reward  ;  he  has  bargained  with 
yotf  for  50*.  oh  every  hundred  pounds 
which  his  ingenuity  and  industry  have 
procured  you.  Will  you  deny  it  to  him, 
after  having  five  times  determined  his  right 
to  it  ?  W  you  do,  I  shall  repeat  what  I 
have  before  said,  that  a  man  had  better 
take  the  bond  of  the  veriest  swindler  of 
the  country,  than  the  verbal  contract  of  a 
minister.  8ir,  I  trust  the  house  will  not 
countenance  this  motion ;  that  it  will  not 
be  alarmed  at  the  apprehensions  ministers 
have  expressed,  and  which  they  know  how 
to  allay.  I  apprehend  no  rupture  between 
the  houses,  why  should  there  be  ^ny  ? 
But  if  there  was  a  danger  of  it,  ts  that  to 
deter  us  from  doing  our  duty  i  Let  us, 
at  least,  do  our  part  of  the  justice  due  to 
this  individual,  fearless  and  disdainful  of 
ttie  consequences,  Jiat  justkia,  mat  coshtm. 
An  honest  man  has  but  one  line  of  con- 
duct here,  let  him  do  his  duty  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  people,  as  an  honest  and 
conscientious  member  of  the  British  se- 
nate. Sir,  I  sit  down,  with  the  most  com- 
plete reprobation  of  this  motion,  and  by 
giving  it  my  unqualified  and  determined 
negative. 

Mr.  G.  Johnstone  defended  his  right  hon. 
friend  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  from 
the  imputations  of  the  hon.  baronet,  who, 
if  confirmed  in  the  opinions  he  expressed 
of  his  right  hon.  friend,  ought  not  to  have 
addressed  him  as  he  had  done.  He  thought 
his  right  hon.  firiend  deficient  in  firmness 
and  decision  in  not  refusing,  in  the  first 
instance,  the  king's  consent  to  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's application  ;  but  when  he  did  give 
this  consent,  he  had  distinctly  stated,  that 
he  gave  it  only  that  the  question  should  be 
investigated,  and  at  the  same  time  declined 
any  pledge  upon  the  subject.  All  the 
cases  quoted  by  his  right  hon.  friend  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  perfectly  in  point.  He 
then  contended,  that  the  measure  should 
be  sent  up  to  the  lords  in  a  shape  in  which 
that  house  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
exerqising  their  unfettered  discretion  and 
judgment. 

Mr.  Tiema/, — Sir ;  I  congratulate  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  on  the  splendid 
figure  he  makes  in  the  estimation  of  two 
of  his  leading  supporters.  By  the  one 
(sir  T.  Turton)  he  is  described  as  having 
exerted  all  the  influence  of  government 


to  bear  down  and  overpower  a  meritorious 
individual,  and,  by  surprise,  to  strangle  a 
claim  confirmed  by  no  less  than  five  sepa- 
rate Resolutions  of  the  house.  By  the 
other  (Mr.  G.  Johnstone)  he  is  charged 
with  a  want  of  firmness  and  decision,  in 
not  refusing,  in  the  first  instance,  the 
king's  consent  to  Mr.  Palmer's  application. 
Both  his  friends  have  aptly  characterized 
his  conduct  on  the  present  occasion.  If 
he  really  thought  the  vote  of  the  house  in 
1797  had  equitably  and  finally  decided  on 
the  merits  of  Mr.  Palmer's  case,  it  was  his 
duty,  and  he  ought  to  have  had  firmness 
enough  to  discharge  it,  not  to  have  allowed 
his  majesty's  sanction  to  be  given  to  any- 
renewed  discussion  of  the  question ;  and, 
oh  the  other  hand,  after  having  seen  Mr. 
Palmer's  Claim,  when  again  brought  for- 
ward, recognized  and  solemnly  confirmed 
as  a  debt  of  justice,  by  five  distinct  votes  of 
the  house,  the  expedient  he  now  has  re- 
course to,  to  defeat  our  determinations,  ex- 
poses him,  and  most  justly,  to  the  severe  and 
unqualified  censpres  heaped  upon  him  by 
his  hon.  friend ,y  the  worthy  baronet  behind 
the  treasury  bench.  It  is,  indeed,  a  dark 
and  unworthy  attem|>t,  to  endeavour,  by 
the  weight  of  government  and  by  a  secret 
manoeuvre  at  the  end  of  the  session,  and 
in  the  absence  of  those  who  have  long  since 
left  town  under  the  natural  impression  that 
Mr.Palmer's  Claim  was  definitively  carried, 
to  frustrate  the  wishes,  and  substantially 
to  discredit  the  Resolutions  of  the  house 
of  commons,  which  when  the  attendance  of 
members  was  full,  and  the  subject  fairly 
before  us,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  could 
neither  resist  nor  set  aside.  I  must  pre- 
sume he  means  to  give  the  house  a  warn- 
ing of  what  it  is  to  out-vote  a  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  and  to  convince  us,  that 
such  a  proceeding  is  not  to  be  had  with 
impunity.  His  pride  has  been  offended, 
and  parliament  is  to  pay  the  forfeit.  That 
he  should  have  felt  mortified,  I  cannot 
doubt,  for  I  believe  no  other  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  was  ever  five  times  in  a 
minority  on  a  grant  of  public  money  ;  and 
the  reason  is  obvious,  namely,  tint  his 
majesty  never,  till  now,  gave  us  a  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  who  had  not  the 
prudence  to  abstain  firom  proposing  that 
which  was  not  likely  to  succeed,  or  the 
wit  to  take  an  early  bint  and  retreat  while 
he  could  do  it  without  disgrace. — The 
question  is.  Whether  a  vote  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  of  a  grant  of  money  for 
the  payment  of  a  debt  declared  to  be  due 
to  an  individual,  should  forui  an  item  in  the 
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Appropriation  act,  or  be  made  the  subject 
of  a  separate  bill.     The  object  of  the  mode 
proposed  by  the  right  )ion«   gentleman, 
viz.  a  separate  bill,  is  to  give  the  lords  an 
opportunity  to  defeat  the  grant,withoutthat 
degree   of   public    inconvenience  which 
would  result,  if,  being  sent  up  to  them  in 
the  Appropriation  Act,  they  were,  by  way 
of  amendment,  to  leave  it  out ;  the  conse* 
quence  of  which  must  be,  either  a  total 
stop  to  the  supplies  of  the  year,  or  an  im- 
mediate prorogation  and  a  new  session. — 
The  right  hon.  gent,  endeavours  to  defend 
his  measure  by  precedents,  and  a  curious 
c«Uection  he  has  produced.     Here  Mr. 
Tiemey  recapitulated  and  commented  upon 
all  the  precedents  which  had  been  cited, 
in  order  to  shew,  that  only  one  of  them  in 
any  degree  applied  to  the  case  in  hand. 
That  was  a  vote  of  1,200/.  in   1781   to  a 
Dr.  Smith,  for  his  care  in  visiting  certain 
hospitals,  and  was  made  the  subject  of  a 
separate  bill,  instead  of  being  put,  as,  said 
Mr.  Tiernejr,  it  ought  to  have  been,  in  the 
Appropriation  act  of  the  year.     What  in- 
duced the  house  in  that  case  to  depart 
from  the  established  usage,  I  know  not, 
but  this  I  know,  that  that  proceeding  was 
warranted   by  no  direct  precedent  then 
existing,  and  that   it  has  not  itself  been 
adopted  as  a  precedent  in  anyone  instance 
since.     What  I  contend  for  is,  that  ac- 
cording to  our  established  practice,  the 
grant  voted  to  Mr.  Palmer  ought  to  be 
sent  to  the  lords  in  the  Appropriation  act ; 
and  even  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had, 
by  the  diligence  of  some  industrious  clerk, 
been  enabled  to  pick  up  two  or  three  stray 
precedents  in  the  course  of  the  last  hun- 
dred years,  it  would  not  justify  his  present 
attempt,  which  I  maintain  to  be  in  the 
teeth  of  the  broad  line  of  policy  which 
has  reeulated  the  proceedings  of  the  com^ 
mons  lor  above  a  century,  and  upon  which 
your  opinion,  sir,  has  lately  been  given  in 
a  manner  so  clear  and  forcible,  that  it 
would  be  presumptuous  in  me  to  do  more 
than  to  quote  your  authority  for  the  doc- 
trine for  which  I  am  contending.     It  is, 
howc%er,  material  to  remind  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  that  but  a  few 
weeks  have  elapsed  since,  on  this  very 
question  in  another  shape,  by  that  autho- 
rity he  regulated  his  own  vote," — ^But,  it  is 
asked,  whether  we  would  exclude  the  lords 
from   exercising  their  judgment  on  this 
grant  to  Mr.  Palmer,  without  being  oblig- 
ed, if  they  differed  from  us,  to  alter  the 
Approprintion  act,  and  thereby,  in  effect, 
to  stop  the  whole  supplies  oi  the   year. 


and  then  we  are  &voared  with  a  dinbi 
of  tender  anxiety  for  the  sttoatioD  in  waidk 
thejr  lordships  will  be  placed,  if  we  re^ 
them  to  so  painful  an  altematife.   Mj 
answer  is,  I  ask  you  to  do  no  more  tki 
what  the  established  practice  ofthecM- 
mons,  acquiesced  in  by  the  lords,  wanaati, 
and  I  have  no  parliamentary  groondi  far 
believing  that  the  lords  would,  oo  tius  oc- 
casion, depart  from  their  own  estabtiikd 
practice,  and  for  the  first  time  al^  a 
Appropriation  act     I  will  not  admit  tkt 
I  am  to  be  called  upon  to  aadgn  the  lo- 
sons  for  the  commons  pursuing  a  ceoie 
which  some  may  chuse  to  call  an  en- 
croachment upon  the  lords.    It  it  soft- 
cient  for  me  to  know,   that  the  come 
which   1  suggest  is  that  which  has  befs 
hitherto  practised  without  incoDTeiuettf 
or  remonstrance.     Where  shall  we  cad,  if 
once  we  beein  to  discuss  the  justice  aoi 
propriety  of  the  privileges  we  hiw  Img 
asserted  ?  You  may  ask,   why  the  Wi 
should  not  as  well  as  the  commons,  «ifi- 
nate  or  aher  a  Money  bill,  and  if  jn 
search  the  books,  you  may,  perbtpi»»ri 
some  plausible  argtunents  mJed  on  bdrf 
of  the  other  house,  to   prove  ihst  iky 
have  an  equal  authority  with  ouTsclTCi ; 
but,  the  answer  at  this  daV  is  simple.  Wi 
have  Ions  insisted  upon  this  as  our  esdi- 
siva  privilege,  and  the   lords  have  Iffg 
been  content  silently  to  acquiesce.  Br 
what  right,  it  may  be  denaMed,  dt  •« 
resolve  that  a  peer  shall  not  vote  it  a 
election?  It  is  a  sufficient  aaswertkatw 
have  for  a  great  length  ef  time  lomBf 
passed  that  resolation,  and  tliat,  ia  itt 
peers  do  not  now  claim  to  vote.   I " 
not  argue  these  and  other  que*i«i«f  • 
similar  nature.     Practically,  tbey«ei| 
rest ;  and  education  and  hdbit  have  tup 
us  to  consider  them  as  points  cittbHiIw  ^ 
the  wisdom  and  firmn^aa  of  oar  «■•«» 
which  H  is  our  duty  to  mainkaiA  •» 
paired.     At  any  rate,  it  is  not  ^••"^^■JjJ 
debate  upon  the  propriety  ofthciAflw 
begin. — I  v  have  shewn  how  mwaccew 
the    right  hon,   gentleman  **_^5 
citing  precedents,  to  prove  that  grac*^ 
money  to  individuals  voted  in  a  C«»*^ 
of  Supply  have  been  sent  up  totht  owr 
house  in  separate  bills.    It remaimtoq^ 
mine  what  precedents  are  to  be  fani' 
favour  of  their  insertion  in  the  Aff^ 
priation  act ;  even  when  of  a  "f**!* 
excite  dtscnsnon  and  pirobable  diffii*^ 
of  opinion,  full  at  much  as  tl»  grt^  ^ 
Mr.  Palmer.    The  riffht  hon.  P»*2 
does  not  even  pretead  to  have  ^stm^ 
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a  precedent  to  hU  purpose  since  the  year 
1781. — ^The  case  of  a  Dr.  Smith  has  been 
mentioned,  where  the  proceeding  was  by 
a  bill,  afterwards  thrown  out  in  the  lords. 
An  hon.  gentleman,   (Mr.    Wilberforce) 
will  recollect  the  case  of  another  Dr.  Smith, 
in    1804i     Whether  he  was   alarmed  at 
what  passed  in  1781, 1  know  not,.but  the 
hon.  member,  in  order  to  save  his  medical 
friend  from  all  danger  elsewhere,  afler  the 
Report  of  a  committee  of  this  house  in  his 
favour,  moved  an  address  to  his  maj^ty, 
praying  that  he*  would  bestow  on  Dr.  Car* 
michael  Smith,  the  sum  of  5,000/.  and  as- 
suring him  this  house  would  make  good 
the  same.     Here  was  5,000/.  ^iven  to  an 
individual,  without  the  fact  bemg,  in  any 
form,  announced  to  the  lords  ;  for  all  that 
came  before  them  was,  that  the  Appro- 
priation act  of  the  next  yea^  contained,  in 
one   item^  a  large  sum  'to  make  fl^>od 
monies  issued  pursuant  to  addresses.'  This 
included  the  5,000/.  for  Dr.  Carmichael 
Smith,  and  was  voted  in  the  other  house 
without  either  question  or  difficulty  :  I 
mention  this  case,  the  rather  as  it  may 
serve  to  comfort  the  hon.  sentleman,  and 
others  who  appear  to  think,  that  to  put 
Mr.  Palmer's  grant  into  the  Appropriation 
act  would  be  unwarrantable,  and  betray 
a  want  of  becoming  respect  towards  the 
lords.     Let  them   look  into  the  Statute 
Book  and  they  will  take  coors^.    They 
will  find  that  the  lords  are  much  more  rea- 
sonable than  to-night  it  is  the  foshion  to 
suppose  them.     In  every  session  it  will  be 
seen,  that  their  lordships  have  been  con- 
tent to  sanction  m  the  Appropriaftion  act 
a  larji^  som  of  Siipply,  of  the  nature  and 
apphcattoQ  of  which  they  knew  noihmff, 
but  that  it  was  to  replace  payments  mam 
pursuant  to  addresses  of  tms  house.      I 
iniow  of  no  form  which  would  stand  in 
the  way  of  an  address  to  his  majesty  in 
favour  of  Mr.  PaUner. — In  1805,  Messrs. 
Chalmers  ^nd  Cowie  petitioned  the  house 
to  indemnify  them  fi-om  a  heavy  loss  they 
had  sustained  by  the  importation  of  her- 
rings during  the  scarcity,  at  tHe  suggestion 
of  government.    A  committee  was  ap- 
point to  examine  into  their  claim,  and 
they  had  a  vote  f<Mr  25,000/.  by  way  of 
compensation  for  their  losses.    This  sum 
was  inserted  in  the  Appropriation  act, 
wfoickwas  passed  by  the  lonisas  usual 
without  any  amendment ;  and  ytt  what 
did  the  lords  know,  or  require  to  know,  of 
the  claim  of  Chalmers  and  Cowie  ? — In 
1805,  there  was  a  grant  of  1,00CM>00/.  to 
the  East  India  CompaRy^  being  <on  account 


of  a  debt  due  to  them  from  the  public,  as 
reported  by  a  committee  of  this  house. 
This  sum  was  also  inserted  in  the  Appro- 
priation act,  and  was  passed  without  diiti- 
culty  by  the  lords.     A  grant  on  similar 
grounds  of  1,500,000/.  to  the  East  India 
Company  has  been  voted  in  the  present 
session ;  and  though  made  matter  of  much 
debate  here,  1  have  not  heard  that  it  is  to 
be  put  into  a  separate  bill  that  the  lords 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  discuss  it ; 
and  yet  their  lordships  know  nothing  of  i(^ 
but  that  it  is  a  debt  declared  by  the  com« 
mons  to  be  due.    So  is  Mr.  Palmer's. — ^In 
1804,  a  sum  of  2a0,000/.  was  voted  to  the 
officers  employed  with  lord  Hood  as  the 
value  of  ships  said  to  have  been  destroyed 
at  Toulon.  This  sum,  too,  made  part  of  an 
Appropriation  act  which  was  passed  with- 
out comment,  by  the  lords.  Several  grants  to 
American  loyalists,  as  compensation  for 
losses  sustained,  will  also  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
propriation acts  of  the  last  ten  years,  and 
one  to  an  amount  of  not  less  than  20,000/. 
in  the  present  session.    In  all  thes^  cases, 
this  house  satisfied  itself  of  the  justice  of 
the  various  claims  preferred  by  the  indi- 
viduals, but  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
give  the  lords  any  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  merits  of  them,  beyond  what  the  Ap- 
propriation act  a^^ded ;  neither  did  their 
lordships  require  it.    If  any  thing  were 
wanting  to  prove  how  little  the  commons 
have  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  consult  the 
particular  conyenience  of  the  other  house, 
with  respect  to  grants  of  money,  it  might 
be  found  in  the  sums  annually  voted  for 
Maynooth  College,  which  have  been  in 
the  last  and  present  session  both  increased 
and  dimmished.     Maynooth  College  gen- 
tlemen know  is  a  seminary  for  the  educa- 
tion of  catholic  priests,  and  they  cannot 
but  recollect  the  various  and  interesting 
debates  which  took  place  in  this  house 
respecting  the  amount  to  be  granted  for 
its  support ;  and  yet,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  himself  consented  to  put  the 
larger  sum  voted  in  the  last  session  with- 
out comment  or  explanation  into  the  Ap- 
propriaitioB  act.    Why  did  he  not  bring  in 
a  separate  bill  ?  Does  he  mean  to  say,  that 
the  subject  of  a  grant  to  Mr.  Palmer  is 
more  interesting  to  the  lords  than  the  in- 
crease of  ci^olic  priests  in  Ireland  ?  Does 
he  not  know  that  there  are  noble  lords 
particularly  alive  to  whatever  relates  to 
Maynooth  College  f    Would  he  compel 
them  %o  expose  the  Protestant  Church  to 
what  they  think  the  most  dreadful  addi- 
tional dangers,  or  else  to  stop  the  supplies 
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of  the  year  ?  Sir,  the  chancellor  of  the 
*  exchequer  must  see,  that  he  can  only  juiJ- 
tify  himself  upon  the  principles  I  have 
been  laying  down ;  for,  if  I  am  wrong,  and 
his  doctrine  be  admitted,  then  were  the 
hardships  he  imposed  upon  the  poor  lords 
with  respect  to  Maynooth  College,  most 
wanton  and  intolerable,  and  all  zealous 
protestants  would  feel  it  the  more  so  as 
coming  from  the  same  quarter  with  the 
cry  of  '  No  Popery  !*  But  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  takes  this  distinction  ;  he  says, 
and  truly,  that  one  part  of  the  grant  to 
Mr.  Pahner,  namely,  the  future  annuity, 
must  be  provided  for  by  a  separate  bill, 
and  then  he  contends,  that  no  instance  can 
be  produced  where  one  part  of  a  grant  has 
been  put  into  the  Appropriation  act,  and 
the  other  into  a  separate  bill.  I  answer 
by  referring  him  to  the  case  of  lord  Nel- 
sbn,  where  he  will  find  90,000/.  voted  for 
the  purchase  of  an  estate  to  be  settled  on 
the  heirs  of  lord  Nelson,  and  10,000/.  to 
enable  the  first  earl  to  compleat  his  estab- 
lishment. The  former  of  these  votes  was 
carried  into  effect^ by  a  separate  bill,  and 
the  latter  was  confined  to  the  Appropria- 
tion act.  I  will  not  trouble  the  house  with 
more  cases,  though  many  might  easily  be 
adduced,  to  support  the  doctrine  I  contend 
for — that  grants  of  money,  voted  in  a 
Committee  of  Supply,  without  any  pro- 
spective condition  annexed  to  them,  ought, 
according  to  the  established  practice  of 
this  hguse,  to  be  inserted  in  the  Appro- 
priation act,  and  not  made  the  subject  of 
a  separate  bill.  The  instances  1  have 
quoted  are  sufficient  to  shew,  that  the 
lords  have  manifested  no  jealousy  upon 
this  head,  and  that  hitherto  they  have  been 
content  to  abstain  from  insisting  upon  that 
which  to^pight  we  seem  desirous,  unask^, 
to  concede.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten^  that 
over  the  amount  of  the  sums  voted  for  the 
army,  navy,  &nd  ordnance,  the  lords  have 
no  controul  but  by  throwing  out  the  Ap- 
propriation act.  It  is  by  that  act  only  that 
^ey  are  informed  of  the  number  of  sea- 
men and  soldiers  annually  provided  for  ; 
and  that  provision  they  can  neither  in- 
crease nor  diminish,  without  stopping  the 
whole  supplies  of  the  yean  In  a  war  like' 
the  present,  is  the  strength  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  less  importance  than  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  a  debt  due  to  Mr.  Palmer  ? 
It  is  asked.  Whether  we  shall  be  justified 
in  pursuing  a  course  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Palmer,  which  there  is  reason  to  suppose 
the  lords  will  resist,  and  by  their  resistance 
subject  the  country  to  the  inconvenience 


of  an  immediate  prorogation  and  a  new 
session.  To  this  I  say,  first,  that  I  do 
not  believe  the  fact  that  the  lords  would 
alter  the  Appropriation  act,  notwithstand- 
ing what  has  been  whispered  abovt;  and 
next,  that,  if  they  should,  the  responsibi- 
lity is  upon  tbem  and  not  upon  us.  We 
do  no  more  than  follow  the  established 
course  of  proceeding.  It  will  be  for  their 
lordships  to  consider,  whether,  on  their 
part,  they  will  act  discreetly  in  amend- 
ing, for  the  first  time,  the  Appropriation 
act,  and  thereby  stopping  the  supplies. 
The  lords  and  not  the  commons  will  pro- 
duce the  inconvenience ;  and  it  will  be 
for  them,  therefore,  to  shew,  that  the 
case  of  Mr.  Palmer  is  so  different  from 
any  which  has  ever  come  before  them, 
that  it  calls  for  an  unprecedented  exer- 
cise of  power,  and  warrants  an  unheard 
of  interruption  to  public  afiairs. — ^The  me- 
rits of  Mr.  Palmer's  Claim  are  do  longer 
before  us.  They  have  been  solemnly  de- 
cided upon  by  five  distinct  resolutions  of 
the  house,  supported  by  gentlemen  of  dif- 
ferent political  parties  and  opinions.  What 
relates  to  Mr.  Palmer  is,  therefore,  diftposed 
of,  and  the  question  now  is,  whether  the 
house  will  carry  into  efifect,  according  to 
the  established  course  of  its  proceedings, 
its  own  deliberate  decisions.  It  pleases 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  separate  bill  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Palmer,  not  only  without  his 
consent  but  against  his  express  desire,  llie 
right  hon.  gent,  will  not,  I  am  sure,  deny, 
tb^t  his  object  in  so  doing  is  to  defeat  the 
determination  of  the  house,  by  enabling 
his  friends  in  the  lords  with  the  more  ease 
to  crush  an  individual  whose  claims  on  <wr 
justice,  with  all  his  exertions,  he  has  not 
here  had  sufficient  strength  to  resist  Oar 
vote  of  this  night  will  sbew,  whether  wc 
can  stoop  to  be  made  the  instruments  of 
such  a  manoeuvre;  whether  we  can  be 
brought  to  throw  discredit  upon  our  own 
resolutions,  and  from  an  unworthy  appre- 
hension  of  the  power  of  the  lords  be  in* 
duced  to  adopt  a  coarse  derogatory  to  the 
privileges  of  the  commons. 

Mr.  Bankes, — Sir,  I  cannot,  I  must  own, 
discover  any  reason  why  the  lords  should 
be  debarred  the  liberty  of  examining  a 
subject  like  this,  founded  on  the  existence 
or  non-existence  of  a  contract,  especially 
when  they  have  the  right  of  administering 
oaths  to  extort  truth,  at  the  bar  of  their 
house,  and  especially  as  there  are  so  many 
cases  produced  to  show  that  this  is  aoit  an 
unusual  mode  of  proceeding.    I  haye  paid 
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great  attention  to  the  conduct  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  in  this  afiair,  and  must 
own,  I  cannot  perceive  in  what  respect  it 
has  merited  the  severe  reproach  cast  upon 
it  by  hon.  eentlemen. — Sir,  as  I  consider 
Mr.  Palmer  s  right  to  what  he  claims,  to 
be  confirmed  by  the  votes  of  this  house,  it 
would  be  useless  for  me  to  repeat  the  opi- 
nion I  have  already  expressed,  especially 
as  the  present  question  is  certainly  uncon- 
nected with  the  justice  or  injustice  of  the 
case.  As  I  approve  of  the  present  motion, 
I  shall  give  my  voice  towards  its  being 
carried  into  efiect. 

Mr.  Ponaonby. — Sir,  there  is  certainly 
no  necessity  for  calling  on  the  other  house 
to  interfere  in  an  investigation  like  the 
present.  This  house  alone  is  the  best 
judge  of  the  appeal ;  here  is  now  no  ques- 
tion of  interpretation  of  contract,  but  a 
plain  question  of  tact  already  determined 
by  a  decision  of  this  house ;  but  the  right 
hon.  gent,  in  contempt  of  that  grave  de- 
cision, established  by  five  distinct  and 
large  majorities,  has  made  his  present  mo- 
tion to  the  house.  The  right  hon.  gent.  I 
think  acted '  right  in  giving  the  consent 
of  the  crown,  if  he  had  intended  to  support 
the  measure,  or  at  least  to  have  stood  neu- 
ter ;  but  his  conduct  has  been  extremely 
faulty  in  giving  the  house  the  trouble  of 
debating  a  question  like  this,  when  he  was 
determined  that  their  endeavours  should  be 
frustrated  in  the  manner  now  proposed. — 
The  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last  says  there 
are  many  precedents  m  support  of  this  mo- 
tion ;  now,  after  a  most  diligent  search  for 
upwards  of  one  hundred  years,  there  are 
jost  six  produced,  aAd  even  those  have 
scarcely  any  connection  with  this  ques- 
tion ;  yet  the  honorable  gentleman  ap- 
peals to  the  number  of  precedents  in 
support  of  the  motion !  The  same  hon. 
gent,  advises  caution  in  our  proceedings, 
£)r  it  would  be  extremely  inconsistent  (he 
says)  to  compel  the  lords  to  grant  the  ar- 
rears, when  they  have  rejected  the  future 
remuneration.  Now,  that  they  would  re- 
ject the  arrears  also,  is  certainly  a  non 
seqidtiir,  for  they  might  think  this  sum  a 
sufficient  reward,  and  the  future  grant  too 
much.  I  do  not  say  it  is  very  probable, 
but  it  is  certainly  very  possible. — ^This  cer- 
tainly is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  the 
house  of  commons  should  pursue  a  measure 
contrary  to  its  own  resolutions^  merely  out 
of  compliment  to  the  lords.  The  method 
of  tacking  bills,  as  it  is  called,  to  the  Ap- 
propriation act,  may,  certainly,  in  some 
instances  be  mischievous^  bat  it  this  house 


had  not  been  pretty  firm  in  money  af&irs, 
it  would,  ere  this,  have  lost  one  of  its 
greatest  privileges. — For  what  motive,  sir, 
did  the  house  declare  its  favourable  opi- 
nion on  this  case,  in  nine  difierent  debates? 
Why,  that  Mr.  Palmer  should  be  paid 
his  debt;  and,  for  what  motive  has 
the  right  hon.  gent,  made  this  motion 
to  the  house  ?  Why,  to  render  nuga- 
tory that  well  weighed  and  repeatedly 
pronounced  decision.  I  think  the  house 
must  be  strangely  infatuated  to  crinee  thus 
to  the  house  of  lords.  If  the  house  thought 
their  vote  was  wrong,  surely  the  most 
manly  way  would  be  to.  rescind  that  vote  ; 
but,  no ;  the  right  hon.  gent,  has  not 
brought  forward  one  single  argument  to 
invalidate  the  grant  in  any  respect,  and 
surely  it  will  require  some  stronger  motive 
than  the  obstinacy  of  a  chance llpr  of  the 
exchequer,  and  a  few  straggling  unsuiting 
precedents,  to  induce  this  house  to  act  in 
the  mean,  shabby,  and  evasive  manner  he 
has  proposed  to  us. — ^The  right  hon.  gent, 
was  placed  by  his  sovereign  in  the  situa- 
tion which  he  now  fills,  with  the  hopes, 
that  his  conduct  would  be  such  as  would 
engage  the  confidence  and  conciliate  the 
support  of  this  house.  Now,  I  will  ask  the 
right  hon.  gent,  whether  he  thinks  any 
part  of  his  conduct  towards  Mr.  Palmer 
has  been  calculated  to  effect  either  of  those 
intentions.  Mo ;  for  it  is  impossible  tlie 
house  can  have  any  confidence  in  the  man 
who  is  placed  h«re  as  the  guardian  of 
their  rights,  when  they  see  that  very  man 
the  first  to  attack  their  liberties,  and  to 
endeavour  to  rob  them  of  one  of  their 
dearest  privileges. — ^It  is  ridiculous,  sir,  to 
dispute  Mr.  Pahner's  demands,  upon  the 
ground  of  his  not  deserving  them.  His 
services  are  not  dubious.  No,  sir,  they  are 
self  evident.  He  only  claims,  what  the 
house  has  repeatedly  acknowledged  to  be 
his  stipulated  due,  viz.  50  shillings  for 
every  2,000  that  he  gives  you !  Sir ;  this 
house.never  agreed  to  a  money  bill  altered 
in  the  most  trivial  way  by  the  lords,  yet 
this  motion  is  really  inviting  them  to  throw 
out  our  own  bill.  Then,  surely,  the  mo- 
tion which  may  produce  such  a  conse- 
2iience,  w^  should  treat  with  indignation, 
f  this  house  once  doubts  its  exclusive 
authority  over  money  af&irs,  it  gives  up 
its  own  and  the  public's  greatest  boast,  a 
power  which  forms  the  very  basis  of  the 
liberties  of  England.  Will  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  declare  that  he  has  any 
other  motive  for^  bringing  forward  this 
motion^  than  a  widt  tp  dmat  the  tote  of 
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this  house  ?  And  tx>  efiect  that  wish  he  has 
acted  in  the  most  iHimanly  and  unworthy 
way,  and  has  concealed  his  intentions  he- 
cause  he  had  not  weight  nor  argument 
enough  to  convince  the  house  that  they 
were  acting  wrong.  As  the  right  hon. 
gent,  is  so  v«ry  expert  in  rummaging  out 
precedents,  I  wish  h<;  would  show  me  a 
precedent  of  a  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
erer,  having  acted,  since  the  revolution,  in 
the  way  he  has  done  towards  Mr.  Palmer. 
Sir,  the  magnitude  of  Mr.  Palmer's  ser- 
vices are  universally  acknowledged,  his 
demands  are  completely  ratified,  and  if 
the  house  supports  this  motion,  it  commits 
an  act  not  only  dangerous  to  the  privileges 
of  parliament,  but  also  to  the  privileges  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  f^ose  said  that  if  there  was  a  neces- 
sity for  more  precedents  he  could  certainly 
produce  them.  The  object  of  this  motion 
was  to  give  the  lords  an  opportunity  of 
judging  of  the  merits  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
Clatm.  The  majority  of  grants  made  to 
individuals  were  by  separate  bills,  and  not 
by  a  clause  in  the  Appvopriation  act.  As 
a  proof  of  this,  the  right  hon.  gent,  cited 
the  grants  to  Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Phillips,  and 
Mr.  Stephens.  He  was  extremely  sorry 
that  he  was  again  obliged  to  allude  to  Mr. 
Palmer's  official  conduct,  but  really,  after 
the  perusal  of  the  letters  written  by  Mr. 
Palmer,  and  ai\er  examining  the  evidence 
before  them,  how  the  house  could  hare 
supported  Mr.  Palmer  atfit  had  done,  was 
to  him  a  matter  of  great  surprise. 

Mr.  FuUcr,  with  considerable  Warmth, 
declared  that  the  lords  had  not  the  least 
authority  over  Money  bills,  and  as  long 
as  he  had  a  vote  they  should  never  inter- 
fare  in  that  or  any  other  established  right. 
The  bouse  of  •commons  alone  was  the  pro- 
per guardian  of  the  public  purse.  He  was 
very  sorry  toseeihe  hon.  gent.  (Mr.Bankes) 
so  captious  and  fretful,  when  his  own  bill 
was  lately  thrown  out  of  the  other  hous^, 
and  he  was  more  so,  when  he  saw  htm 
lend  his  countenance  to  a  measure  like 
this,  entrenching  on  the  dearest  privileges 
of  the  constitution.  The  hon.  gent,  seemed 
to  think  that  his  opinion  would  'have  a 
mat  eflfect  on  the  house.  It  reminded 
him  of  a  beautiful  passage  in  Shakspeare. 
«  His  quiddities  ana  cramts  mantled  liiK  a 
standing  pool/  and  again  '  I  am  sir  Ora- 
cle, when  I  vspeak,  let  no  dog  bark.' 
Though  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
Mr.  Palmer's  Claims  were  founded  in  jus- 
tke^  be  did  not  think  they  were  at  all  at 
stako'llHiitiighiy  but  that 'the  faouse'Ahattld 


use  every  efibrt  to  maintain  its  dignity  and 
insist  upon  its  privileges ;  for  if  they  sup- 
ported the  motion  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  they  would  be  looked  upon  as 
the  poorest  and  most  submissive  creatures 
in  existence. 

Sir  Prands  Bwrdcit. — ^I  would  not,  sir,  at 
this  late  hour,  trespass  on  the  patience  of 
the  house,  had  not  the  right  hon.  genC 
opposite  (Mr.  Rose)  reflected  on  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's character,  in  a  manner  which,  so  fv 
from  being  justified  by  the  evidence,  is 
completely  refuted.  Toe  right  hon.  ^^eoit. 
has  again  reverted  to  his  favourite  argu- 
ment of  the  letters;  and  from  them  has 
attempted  to  infer  that  Mr  Palmer  did 
not  act  with  integrity.  Now,  my  lord 
Walsingham  was  asked  by  the  comimtiee* 
whether  he  had  ever  any  reason  to  dogbt 
Mr.  Palmer's  personal  integrity?  the 
noble  lord's  answer  was,  "  No,  never  in 
the  smallest  degree.''  And  my  lord  Ches- 
terfield, to  the  same  question,  gave  exactly 
the  same  answer;  and  these  were  the  last 
persons  to  be  supposed  favourable  to  Mr. 
Palmer,  is  it,  then,  to  be  supposed,  that  if 
any  circumstance  had  occurred  to  justify 
such  an  asseition,  that  they  would  have 
withheld  the  publication  of  it  ?  I  think 
those  >tters  contain  nothing  but  what  b 
very  excusable ;  to  whan  we  consider,  that 
Mr.  Palmer  had  embarked  his  honour,  his 
reputation,  his  fortune,  and  every  thing 
that  was  dear  to  him,  on  this  undertaking, 
and  that  if  it  had  ^iled,  every  thing  be 
had  staked  must  fall  with  it,  we  can  hardly 
imagine  he  would  have  expressed  hinueU 
more  mildly  in  a  confidential  letter  of 
those,  who,  he  had  good  reason  to  believe, 
were  usiifg  eveiy  endeavour  in  their  power, 
under  the  veil  of  office,  to  thwart  his  plan^ 
destroy  his  Hopes,  and  render  abortive  all 
his  'expectations  of  realizing  the  great 
considerations  he  had  ventured  on  his  aiK> 
oess.  Yet  even  admitting  Mr.  Palmer's 
allesed  indiscretion  beyond  a  doubt,  the 
public  word  is  given,  and  it  must  be  re- 
deemed or  forfeited  by  the  conduct  of  this 
house.  Mr.  Palmer's  deserts  and  jkhe 
eqnity  of  his  desiands  have  been  copi- 
ously debated,  and  have  been  honoarably 
connrmed  and  admitted  by  five  very  large 
majorities.  They  must,'theffelOTe,  be  con- 
sidered as  entifely  separate  from  tint 
nightVi  contest  We  are  «his  night  to  as- 
sert  or  resign  a  privilege,  which  has  .al« 
ways  been  considered  a  peculiar  and  «atBb> 
li$bed  right.  I  do  thiidc  it  a  most  impo- 
litic step,  if  we  resign  one  inob  of  our 
peculiar  libeities :  dbr  sowly  then  j 
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be  discovered  a  more  dangerous,  a  more 
mischieyotis  precedent,  than  yielding  ever 
so  small  a  concession,  to  the  other  branch 
of  the  legislature  in  pecuniary  matters. 
For  (he  sake  of  its  own  privileges,  its  own 
dignity,  its  own  consistency,  the  house 
should  reject  this  motion,  especially  when 
it  is  obvious  that  the  design  is  to  set  at 
nought  and  reverse  an  opinion,  solemnly 
declared  and  delivered  by  the  house  on 
five  different  nights. 

Mr.  Bur/o/t  denied  that    the   general 

merits  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Palmer  formed 

[        the  question  now  before  the  house.    The 

i        only  question  was,  how  the  vote  passed  by 

this  house,  and  to  be  adhered  to  so  far  as 

this  house  was  concerned,  should  be  sent 

to  the  lords,  whether  in  the  Appropriation 

[        Act,  or  in  a  separate  bill.   He  maintained 

,        that  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  par- 

ticularlycalled  for  a  separate  bill. 
,  Mr.  Whithread  wishea  that  the  Speaker 

was  at  liberty  to  enter  into  the  debate  and 
,        give  some  opinion  as  to  the  accuracy  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  but  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
'         prudently  availed  himself  of  the  silence 
imposed  upon  that  great  authority  by  his 
beine  placed  in  the  chair:  he  bad  va- 
liantly marched  to  the  attack  of  the  bat- 
tery when  the  sreat  gun  was  spiked :   for 
'         as  to  the  precedents  he  had  produced,  he 
did  not  think  they  save  the  least  support 
'         to  the  correctness  of  the  right  hon.  gent's 
'         conduct — ^The  hon.  sent,  besought  every 
'         member  who  heard  hmi  not  to  be  cajoled 

>  into  the  idea  that  it  was  the  intention  or 

>  wish  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
I  that  the  present  bill  should  pass  the  house 
I  of  lords.  What  was  his  conduct  as  minis- 
I  ter  of  the  crown  ?  He  came  down  to  the 
I  house  and  moved  the  passing  of  a  bill,  for 
f         a  grant  which  he  professed  to  disapprove. 

I  Surely,  the  right  hon.  gent  placed  himself 
I  in  a  very  aukward  predicament;  for  it 
I  must  be  his  intention  either  to  cheat  the 
I  public  or  to  cheat  Mr.  Palmer.  If  the 
grant  was  an  unjust  one,  he  cheated  the 
I  public;  if  the  grant  was  ri^ht,  by  the 

trick  resorted  to,  to  defeat  it,  he  would 
cbeat  Mr.  Palmer.  He  was  very  happy 
to  see  an  hon.  and  learned  gent,  who  had 
been  so  long  absent  firom  the  house  on 
I  account  of  his  indisposition,  in  his  place, 

as  he  was  sure  the  name  of  sir  Vicary 
Gibbs  would  be  added  to  the  supporters  of 
Mr.  Palmer's  Claim,  as  be  had  the  prece- 
dent of  his  predecessor  who  had  also  sup- 
ported it,  who  acted  without  the  same 
favourable  occurrence  of  having  the  late 
Vol.  XL 


attorney  general  to  set  him  the  example. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  said, 
he  was  fearful  if  this  grant  was  included 
in  the  Appropriation  Act,  that  the  lords 
might  reject  tne  whole  bill :  but,  were  his 
majesty's  ministers  weak  enough  in  under« 
standing  to  imagine  such  a  thing:  or 
were  they  weak  enough  in  power  to  allow 
such  a  thing?  But,  even  if  they  did 
reject  the  whole  Appropriation  bill,  that 
might  be  recovered,  out  the  honour  of  the 
house  could  never  be  restored,  if  Mr. 
Palmer's  Claim  was  not  discharged.  The 
present  motion  was  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
trappinff  the  house,  as  many  hon.  mem« 
bers  haa  quitted  town  under  the  idea  that 
the  business  had  passed  the  house  and  was 
completely  settled.  He  thought  if  the 
right  hon.  gent  gained  the  victory,  it 
would  be  a  victory  over  the  house  of  com- 
mons, over  the  constitution,  and  whatever 
of  law  and  justice  remained  in  the  house. 

Mr.  Cannii^  said,  the  merits  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  case  formed  no  part  of  the  ques- 
tion  before  the  house.  The  only  question 
was,  in  what  manner  the  house  should 
carry  its  decision  into  efiect?  The  pre- 
cedents were  not  all  on  one  side.  There 
were  some  for  the  course  propoeed  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  excheouer,  and  the 
hojuse  was  free  to  follow  the  line  that  should 
please  it  He  censured  the  objection  te 
referring  the  whole  question  to  the  lorda^ 
because  that  house  could  examine  wit- 
nesses on  oath  to  the  matters  of  fact  He 
insisted  on  the  constitutional  impropriety 
of  sending  the  present  business  to  the  lords, 
otherwise  than  in  a  separate  bill. 

The  ChanceUor  qftke  Exckcquer  denied  in 
his  reply,  that  giving  the  recommendatioa 
of  the  crown  so  as  to  bring  a  measure 
under  the  consideration  of  the  house,  im- 
plied an  obligation  io  support  it  in  its  pro- 
gress through  the  house.  He  also  vindi- 
cated his  conduct  in  projposing  this  bill,  on 
the  knowledge  that  tne  house  of  lords  was 
examining  the  agreement  with  Mr.  Palmer. 
— The  house  then  divided  : 

For  the  Motion  -        -        -  180 
Against  it  -        -        •     65 

Majority       -        -    — 12$ 


HOUSE   OP   COMMONS. 

Friday,  June  24. 

[State  op  the  Empire.]  Mn  Wharton 
brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  Appropriation  bill.  The  amendments 
were  read  a  first  and  second  time.  On  the 
motion,  that  they  be  agreed  to, 
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Mr.  Whitbread  rose,  and  expressed  him- 
self to  the  following  effect : — Mr.  Speaker ; 
As  the  session  appears  hastening  to  a  close, 
I  am  desirous  of  putting  to  his  majesty's 
ministers  some  questions,  with  respect  to 
the  various  internal  and  externaJ  relations 
of  the  empire,  which,  it  appears  to  me,  to 
be  more  convenient  to  slate  collectively, 
than  to  make  them  the  subjects  of  separate 
discussions  in  this  house.     For  this  pur- 
pose, sir,  I  should  have  availed  myself  of 
the  opportunity  which  the  Vote  of  Credit 
afforded  me,  had  I  not  been  apprehensive, 
from  circumstances  of  which  the  house 
must  be  aware,  that  such  a  proceeding  at 
that  time  would  have  led  to  a  discussion 
which,  in  my  opinion,  was  to  be  dcj>re- 
cated.    But,  sir,  by  the  usages  of  the  house 
of  commons,  many  occasions  arise  in  which 
questions  of  the  nature  to  which  1  have 
alluded,  may  be  put  to  his  majesty's  mi 
nisters,  and  the  reception  of  the  report  of 
the  Appropriation  bill  is  one.  I  shall  there- 
fore take  advantage  of  it. — Sir,  the  present 
session  has  been  a  very  laborious  one,  and 
has  extended  to  very  great  length:    as 
much  business  has  been  done  in  the  course 
of  it,  as  was,  perhaps,  ever  done  in  any 
preceding  session  of  parliament.    Not  only, 
sir,  has  the  attendance  of  members  in  the 
house  itself,  been  most  assiduous,  and  at 
the  same  time  highly  creditable  to  them- 
selves,  but  also    their  attendance  in  the 
committees  assembled  upon  matters  of  the 
deepest  national  importance.   By  the  com- 
mittee on  the  West  India  trade,  a  Report 
has  been  made,  on  ^hich  a  bill  was  in- 
troduced into  parliament,  of  which,  as  it 
has  now  become  a  law,  I  shall  only  say, 
that  I  hope  and  wish  it  may  conduce  to 
afford  the  relief  to  the  West  India  Plant- 
ers predicted  from  it ;    and   I  trust,   sir, 
that  the  subsequent  Reports  which  have 
been  presented  from  the  same  committee, 
will  meet  with  a  serious  investigation,  and 
that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  remedy 
the  evils  which  they  point  out.    The  Com- 
mittee on  the  Affairs  of  the  East  India 
Company  have  made  a  great  progress  in 
the  execution  of  the  task  entrusted  to  them. 
I  think  the  public  has  a  right  to  expect 
that  the  Accounts  between  the  government 
and  the  East  India  Company  are  finally 
closed ;  and   that  the  latter  can  have  no 
further  claim  on  the  former.    Long  as  the 
session  of  parliament  has  been,  it  certainly 
has  been   somewhat  shortem:d    in  conse- 
quence of  the  recommendation  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  opposite  to  me  (Mr.  R.  Dundas) 
to  the  East  India  Company^  not  to  press 


for  any  assistance  by  loan  or  otherwiM 
during  the  present  session.     I  trust,  sir» 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  near  him  con- 
sented to  this  postponement  on  a  deliberate 
view  of  the  suDJect,  and  that  he  will  not 
be  disposed,  dorine  the  recess,  to  give  way 
upon  any  alleged  motives  of  temporary 
convenience.     Early   in  the  next  session 
the   subject   may  be   brought  under  our 
consideration,  and  it  will  then  be  for  the 
house  of  commons  to  decide  upon  it. — Sir, 
the  result  of  the  labours  of  another  com- 
mittee, of  which  I  had  the  honour  to  be 
chairman   (the   Lottery   committee),   has 
been  this  day  presented  to  the  house.    Sir, 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  gent 
opposite,  and  if  it  were  possible,  I  woald 
call  the  attention  of  all  his  successors  in 
office,  to  that  report.     For  when  the  evi- 
dence shall  be  read,  it  will  disclose  a  scene 
of  fraud  and  misery,  which  it  appears  to 
me  to  be  impossible  that  any  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  can  contemplate  wiihoat  a 
determination  of  abandoning  that  ruinous 
scheme  of  finance  by  which  such  evils  are 
engendered. — Another  Committee,  sir,  has 
this  session,  for  the  third  time,  been  in- 
stituted ;    I  mean  the  Committee   of  Fi- 
nance.    From  this  committee  I  fear  the 
public  has  little  or  no  chance  of  deriving 
any  information  during  the  present  session, 
if  1  may  judge  from  the  answer  made  a 
hvf  evenings  ago,  by  the  hon.  chairman  of 
that  committee,  to  a  question  which  I  took 
the  liberty  of  proposing  to  him.     What- 
ever may  be  the  reasons  which  caused 
this  delay,   they  are  not  now  to  be  as- 
certained.    The  honourable  chairman  in- 
formed us,  that  as  far  as  lay  in  him,  the 
Report  was  in  readiness  to  be  presented; 
nay,  that  it  had  been  so  before  the  Easter 
recess.     Sir,  whether  there  is  any  thing 
in  the   constitution    of   this    Committee 
which  renders  useless  the  laboars  of  the 
most  assiduous  of  its  members,' or  what- 
ever mysterious  impediments  may  exist 
to  delay  the  delivery  of  their  Report,  are 
matters  which  must  in  the  next  sessioQ 
of  parliament  be  fully  developed,  in  oirder 
that  the  causes  which  have  produced  so 
much  public  disapprobation  may  be  ef- 
fectually removed. — Sir,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  that  there  is  one  part  of  our  situatioD 
which,  at  the  present  moment,  we  are  for- 
tunately enabled  to  contemplate  with  a 
greater  degree  of  satisfaction  than  at  any 
period  for  a  number  of  years  past ;   I  mean 
the  state  of  Ireland.     This  is  not   owing, 
certainly,  to  any  thing  that  has  been  done, 
but  to  the  reception  experienced  in  this 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


104^] 


PARL.  t>£BATES>  June  Q^,  1808^— Stoe  qfthe  Enydre. 


tlOiW 


keiose,  daring  the  prese&t  seiskm,  by  a 
motion  made  by  a  nght  hon.  friendf.  of 
mine  (Mr.  Grattaa.)     That  circumstance, 
sir,  has  diffused  a  calm  over  the  minds  of 
men  with  regard  to  Ireland,  which  has 
not  been  felt  for  many  years.     It  tends 
to  show  by  what  small  efforts  of  concilia- 
tion it  is  possible  to  do  away,  in  that  coun- 
try, all  feelings  of  hostility,  of  distrust,  of 
regret  j  and  I  trust,  that  by  the  measures 
Ui   future  sessrioBs  of  parliament,  this  fa- 
vourable impression  will  be  Considerably 
increased.     Sir,  I  wish  to  obtain  some  in- 
formation with  respect  to  the  operation  of 
theOrders  in  Council.    At  the  conclusion 
of  a  session,  in  the  commencement  of 
which  measures  proposed  for  the  improve- 
ment of  our  commerce,  afler  repeated  x]i»- 
cussions  in  both  houses  of  parliament,  were 
carried  by  large  majorities ;    after  eight 
months  have  e lapsed ,  it  is  natural  to  ask, 
whether  those  measures   have   produced 
the  beneficial  effect  which  was  predicted 
from  them.     This  is  an  information  which 
our  constituents   have  a  right  to  expect 
from  us.     It  is  desirable  to  know  the  re- 
sult ;  that,  if  successful,  those  who  oppos- 
ed the   measure  may  acknowledge  their 
mistake,  and  those  who  supported  it  may 
congratulate  tllcmselves  on  their  superior 
•agacity;    One  expectation  held  out  by 
the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  was,  that  the 
measure  would  act  so  oppressively  on  the 
enemy  as  to  subdue  his  inveteracy,  and  in- 
cline him  to  make  peace  with  this  country 
on  terms  more  advantageous  than  could 
otherwise  be  expected •     I  should  like  very 
much  to  know,  whether  in  the  right  hon. 
gent's  opinion  this  effect  has  been  pro- 
duced.     I  should  also,  sir,  like  to  know, 
whether  the  riffht  hon.  gent,  has  actually 
carried  the  Orders  in  Council  into  execu- 
tion, or  whether  he  has  not  rather  allowed 
their  tendency  to  be  defeated  by  the  sys- 
tem of  Licences.     It  is  necessary  that  this 
point  shonld  be  ascertained,  lest  we  should 
confound  two  things  and  ascribe  to  the  en- 
.  forcement  of  the  Orders  in  Council  a  con- 
sequence which  has  resulted  from  the  vio- 
lation of  them.     To  all   these  questions, 
sir,  I  am  fully  sensible  that  I  depend  sole- 
ly on  the  courtesy  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
for  an  answer  ;  1  have  always  felt  that  I 
did  so  on  former  occasions.     It  appears  to 
me,  that  it  is  for  the  convenience  of  the 
house  of  commons,  that  questions  should 
be  thus  asked  and  thus  answered,  on  sub- 
jects   which  might  otherwise    form  the 
ground-work  of  separate  discussions.     I 
beg,  therefore,  that  I  may  not  be  under- 


stood to  be  arrogant  by  this  mode  of  pro* 
ceeding.  I  will  now  therefore  go  on,  sir, 
to  observe,  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  must 
know,  that  the  pressure  arising  from  the 
stagnation  of  trade,  hasproduced  symptoms^ 
of  disturbance  in  some  parts  of  the  king- 
dom. I  wish  to  touch  on  this  subject 
lightly.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  one  not  at 
all  calculated  to  produce  alarm,  but  very 
much  calculated  to  produce  commiseration. 
No  one  can  doubt,  sir,  that  every  disposi- 
tion to  tumult,  however  excited,  must  be 
repressed  ;  yet  some  distinction  ought  to 
be  made  with  reference  to  the  cause. 
Without  entering  into  a  more  minute  ex- 
planation, I  may  be  allowed  to  express  my 
nope,  that  his  majesty's  ministers  will  keep 
this  consideration  in  their  view  ;  and  that 
in  any  steps  which  the  public  good  may 
render  it  necessary  for  them  to  take,  they 
will  exercise  their  power  with  lenity, 
where  they  perceive  that  the  circumstances 
which  call  for  the  exercise  of  that  power, 
arise  out  of  the  depression  of  comnierce  : 
that  they,  will  afford  all  possible  reliei, 
where  relief  can  be  afforded ;  and  that 
they  will  not  attribute  the  conduct  which 
may  demand  their  hiter^erence,  to  any 
other  motives  but  those  which  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned. — So  much,  sir,  for  the 
internal  relations  of  the  empire.  I  will 
now  proceed  to  the  external  relations,  and 
hope  to  receive  an  answer  to  such  of  my 
questions  as  can  be  answered  with  pro- 
priety. They  will  range  themselves 
under  two  heads ;  Sweden  and  America. 
And  first,  with  respect  to  America,  I  wish 
to  know,  as  far  as  it  can  be  disclosed  with 
disci*etion,  what  is  the  real  situation  in 
which  the  British  and  the  American  go- 
vernments stand  with  regard  to  each 
other.  If,  sir,  I  may  trust  that  chan- 
nel of  information  which  is  alike  open 
to  every  man,  the  public  papers,  I  seo 
that  congress  has  been  prorogued  for 
the  session,  but  that  the  embargo  still 
continues.  Thus  it  appears  that  one  of 
the  effects  anticipated  from  the  Orders 
in  Council  has  failed.  England  holds  out ; 
America  holds  out ;  nor  does  there  appear 
any  probability  of  a  relaxation  on  the  part 
of  the  latter. — ^With  respect  to  the  Expe- 
ditions which  are  about  to  sail,  I  neither 
wish  to  know  nor  ask  their  destination ; 
nor  were  I  to  make  the  enquiry,  would 
the  right  hon.  gent,  be  justified  in  satisfy- 
ing me.  I  hope  that  their  object  has  been 
well  considered  ;  I  am  sure  that  they*  are 
under  the  command  of  able  and  experienc- 
ed officers ',    aud  I  trust  that  the    result 
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will  be  glorious  and  useful  to  the  country. 
But,  sir,  I  cannot  avoid  remarking,  that  a 
l^itisH  Expedition  has  for  a  long  time 
been  lying  idle  in  the  ports  of  Sweden. 
This  is  a  point  on  which  I  wish  for  expla- 
nation, lliat  expedition  also  is  commanded 
iy  an  officer  of  distinguished  merit,  and 
the  public  approbation  fully  justified  his 
appointment  to  a  situation  of  such  critical 
vesponsibility.  At  the  same  time,  sir,  I 
Must  observe^  that  the  accidental  presence 
•f  that  officer  in  England  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  Swedish  expedition,  deserves 
explanation.  I  say  accidental,  because, 
if  public  report  is  to  be  credited,  the  arrival 
in  England  of  sir  John  Moore  from  Sicily, 
was  as  unexpected  by  his  majesty's  mims- 
tors  as  by  the  country  at  large.  It  certainly 
appears  extraordinary,  that  a  force  of 
10,000  men,  employed  in  the  defence  of 
«uch  an  important  point  as  Sicily,  should 
veach  the  English  shores  without  the  previ- 
ous knowledge  of  government.  Did  this  arise 
from  any  clerical  error  in  the  orders,  or  from 
any  blunder  of  another  description  ?  With- 
•at  dwelling  any  loneer  upon  this  |>oint,  I 
will  proceed,  sir,  to  the  principal  circum- 
ttance,  which  is,  at  I  before  observed,  that 
there  is  now  lying  in  the  ports  of  Sweden 
a  larse  British  force,  completely  inactive ; 
and  uiat  at  a  period  of  the  year  the  most 
&vourable  for  military  operations.  From 
the  manner  in  which  the  ri^ht  hon.  sent, 
opposite  spoke  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
kmg  of  Sweden,  when  the  Swedish  treaty 
was  presented  to  the  house,  one  might 
bave  been  led  to  suppose,  that  when  the 
lime  of  action  arrived,  some  previous  con- 
cert woold  be  found  to  have  been  estalHish- 
ed  with  respect  to  the  mode  in  wluch  the 
troops  sent  by  this  country  should  be  em- 
ployed. It  was  therefore,  sir,  that  the  pub- 
be  was  extremely  surprised  to  learn,  that 
immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  troops 
under  sir  J.  Moore  in  Sweden,  the  quarter- 
master-general  (an  officer  whose  absence 
palsied  an  army)  was  sent  back  to  this 
country  for  instructions ;  and  that  on  his 
letum  to  Sweden  sir  John  Moore  set  off 
for  Stockholm  to  concert  a  plan  of  opera- 
tions. These  are  points  which  demand 
explanation.  I  wish  also  to  be  informed 
respecting  the  commercial  relations  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Sweden.  H^ve 
arrangements  been  made  that  the  boasted 
arrangements  for  the  protection  of  our 
commerce  shall  not  be  completely  defeated 
by  our  best  ally  ?  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman said  on  a  former  occasion,  that 
he  trusted  to  the  justice,  to  the  libera- 


lity, to  the  discernment  of  the  kine  of 
Sweden,  to  have  our  coromercial  plaur 
seconded  by  him.  Have  the  expectadom 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  been  ftilfil- 
led? — Not  any  thing  more,  sir,  occurs  to 
me  on  which  to  call  the  attention  of  bis 
majesty's  ministers,  except  that  naost  im- 
portant subject  which  formed  the  ba«s  of 
the  moti<Hi  that  I  had  the  honour  of  sub- 
mitting to  the  house  on  the  2Mk  of  Feb. 
last.  I  then  stated,  that  it  did  not  appear 
to  me  degrading  to  this  country  to  pro- 
pose a  negociation  for  peace  with  France. 
At  no  period  of  the  interval  which  has 
elapsed,  has  it  appeared  to  me  that  such  a 
proposition  would  be  degrading.  Nor  cai 
I  anticipate  during  the  recess  which  is 
about  to  take  place,  any  circumstances,  the 
occurrence  of  which  can  by  peesibili^ 
render  it  inexpedient  or  degrading^  on  the 
part  of  this  country,  to  open  sock  »  nego- 
ciation. Having  said  thus  much,  sir,  I 
shall  sit  down,  trusting  to  the  caiiJouref 
his  majesty's  ministers,  that  they  will 
affimi  to  me  and  to  tl^  country  every 
satisfactory  explanation  with  regard  to 
those  subjects  on  which  they  can  comma- 
nicate  information  without  detriment  to 
the  public  service. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning. — Sir ;  the  hen. 
g^it  needs  no  apology  for  making  any 
observations,  or  proposing  any  qneations 
to  his  majesty's  ministers,  which  to  him 
may  seem  advisable.  I  will  endeavour, 
sir,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  and  with  the  utmost 
disposition  to  frankness  on  my  part,  to 
give  to  the  hon.  gent,  the  satiafisctioa 
which  he  reuuires.  In  doing  this  I  wiU 
begin  with  the  topics  with  which  he  ooii* 
eluded  his  speech.  The  hon.  gent,  ex** 
presses  ffreat  surprise  that  the  armaoMBt 
sent  to  the  assistance  of  the  king  of  Swe- 
den, has  not  yet  commenced  active  open- 
tions.  The  answer  to  this  remark,  sir,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  proposiuon  that  this  ar- 
mament was  sent  to  the  assistance  of  the 
kinff  of  Sweden.  It  was  sent  to  co-operate 
witH  the  forces  of  an  ally ;  to  be  aubfect  to 
the  plans  of  warfare  which  that  ally  might 
direct ;  if  in  the  interval  that  has  elapaed 
from  the  fitting  out  of  the  expedition  con- 
siderable changes  have  taken  place  in  the 
posture  of  aflairs,  and  in  the  military  coun- 
cils of  Sweden,  that  circumstance  would 
sufficiently  account  for  the  inactivity  ef 
the  British  force.  If  any  blame  c:an  be 
imputed  to  his  ms^je^y's  government  on 
this  head,  it  must  be  for  Uie  decisifMi  .wfaidi 
projected  the  expedition,  and  for  the 
promptitude  with  which  that  deciitiMa  w» 
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carried  into  executton,  without  waiting  until 
all  possible  chance  vanished  of  its  remaining 
unemployed  on  its  arrival.     But  the  hon. 
gent    expresses  great  surprise  that  the 
ffallant  commander  of  that  expedition  was 
found  in  England  to  be  placed  at  the  head 
of  if.    Sir,  I  have  in  a  great  measure  ex- 
plained this  circumstance  on  a  former  oc- 
casion.    The  force  under  the  command  of 
sir  John  Moore,  in  Sicily,  was  removed 
irom  Sicily  to  Gibraltar  at  the  eve  of  a 
considerable  military   operation    in   that 
quarter  of  the  continent,  and  when  it  was 
highly  important  to  afibrd  the  army  engag- 
ed in  that  operation  the  double  chance  of 
receiving  aid  from  home  and  from  abroad. 
Sir  John  Moore  arrived  at  Gibraltar  in  the 
latter  end  of  November,  two  days  after 
the  emigration  of  the  royal  family  of  Por- 
tugal.    Having  waited  for  some  time,  of 
course  in  vain,  for  a  communication  with 
sir  Sidney  Suiith,  he,  in  pursuance  of  his 
orders,  and  no^  in  consequence  of  an  error, 
returned  home.     As  to  the  impolicy  of 
leaving  Sicily  with  an  inadequate  garrison, 
I  am  ready  to  admit,  that  if  it  were  possi- 
ble it  would  be  highly  desirable  to  attend, 
at  the  same,  time,  to  every  point  of  our 
military  defence  ;  but,  sir,  this  is  impossi- 
ble :  there  are  occasions  on  which  a  small 
risk  must  be  run,  for  the  hope  of  perform- 
ing a  great  service.     On  this  principle  it 
was  that  his  majesty's  government  thought 
it  advisable  to  weaken  for  a  time  the  gar- 
rison of  Sicily.    Whether  in  doing  so  tney 
were  or  were  not  Justifiable,  it  is  for  the 
country  to  decide. — I  now  advert,  sir,  to 
the  questions  of  the  hon.  gent,  connected 
with  our  commerce.     He  asks  whether  his 
majesty's  government  have  any  security 
|br  the  co-operation  of  Sweden  in  their 
commercial  arrangements }  Sir,  I  have  no 
dpubt  that  at  this  moment  a  treaty  has 
been  signed  at  Stockholm,  not  of  indulgent, 
but  of  hearty  co-operation  in  those  ar- 
fangementii.    As  soon  as  the  Swedish  go- 
vernment were  told  what  was  expected 
firom  them  by  this  country,  without  wait- 
ing for  the  formalities  of  a  treaty,  they 
entered  cordially  into  our  views;  but,  sir, 
it  was  thouffht  advisable  that  a  regular 
treaty  should  be  concluded,  and  I  repeat 
that  1  have  no  doubt  that  ere  this  it  has 
been  signed. — America,  sir,  is  the  next 
subject  of  the  hon.  gent's  speech  which  I 
shall  notice.     Of  nearly  all  that  has  passed 
between  the  two  countries,  the  house  and 
the  public  have  been  put  in  possession  by 
the  publications  of  the  American  govern- 
ment,   I  presume  that  the  hon.  gent,  does 


not  intend  to  blame  bis  majesty's  ministers 
for  not  having  made  similar  communica* 
tions  to  parliament;  for  if  he  had  thought 
such  communications  necessary,  he  would 
doubtless  have  moved  for  them.     Without 
censuring  their  production  by  the  Ameri« 
can  government,  his  majesty's  ministers 
have  folt  that  the  transaction  being  pend- 
ing, any  appeal  from  government  to  par* 
liament  would  look  as  if  it  were  concluded. 
I  shall  only  state,  that  in  the  whole  con* 
duct  of  the  British  government,  with  res- 
pect to  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeak,  we- 
have  endeavoured  to  keep   in  view   the 
principle  upon  which  we  set  out ;  namely^ 
to  make  ample  reparation  for  that  which 
was  a  decidedly  wrong  act;  but  to  makv 
that  reparation  under  a  firm <le termination 
not  to  surrender  a  right  which  the  ^at 
majority  of  the  country  has  ever  consider* 
ed  as  essential  to  its  dearest  interesta.     Sir, 
I  may  boldly  appeal  to  the  country  to  de- 
termme  whether,  from  the  correspondence 
on  the  table  of  the  house,  any  such  dispo* 
sition  on  the  part  of  his  majesty's  ministen 
has  appeared  through  the  whole  transac- 
tion.   That  the  rupture  of  the  negociattoii 
on  this  subject  was  not  attended  with  any 
hostile  feeling  on  either  side  is  an  incon- 
trovertible truth.    The  reparation  was  not 
accepted  by  America,  because  America 
would  not  fulfil  the  condition  on  which 
alone  it  was  tendered ;  namely,  the  revo- 
cation of  that  proclamation  by  which  Bri- 
tish ships  were  not  allowed  to  enter  the 
harbours  of  America,  while  those  of  the 
enemy  visited  them  at  pleasure.     But,  sir^ 
the  manner  in  which  the  British  reparation 
was   tendered  to  America  by  a  special 
mission,  was,  to  all  the  foelings  or  nice 
honour,  an  effective  reparation  ;    and  so, 
in  fact,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  was  considered  by  the  American 
government.      With  respect,  sir,  to  the 
embargo,  and  to  the  probable  effects  of 
the  Oraers  in  Council  in  producing  its 
abandonment,  the  hon.  gent  has  mis-stated 
my  right  hon.  friend's  propositions.    The 
hon.  gent,  declares  my  right  hon.  friend  to 
have  predicted  that  the  Orders  in  Council 
would  do  away  the  embargo,  whereas  my 
right  hon.  friend  only  argued,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  hon.  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  that  the  Orders  in  Council  did  not 
produce  the  embargo  ;  that  they  were  not 
substantively  known  in  America  when  the 
embargo  took  place  ;  and  that  they  were 
not  included  in  the  complaint  made  by 
the  American  government  to  congress,  on 
which  complaintthe  embargo  was  foimded. 
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Nor,  sir,  do  I  think  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  themselves  could  have  produced 
any  irritation  in  America.  If  I  were  not 
disposed  on  this  occasion  to  avoid  making 
any  observations  that  might  be  suspected 
of  a  party  feeling,  I  woutcl  say,  that  I  do 
think  the  irritation  in  America  may  have 
been  produced  by  the  echo  of  the  discus* 
sions  in  this  house.  Sir,  since  the  return 
of  Mr.  Rose,  no  communication  has  been 
made  by  the  American  government,  in 
the  form  of  complatnt,  or  remonstrance, 
or  irritation,  or  of  any  description  what- 
ever ;  I  mention  this  particularly,  because 
it  is  notorious  that  there  have  been  several 
arrivals  from  America,  supposed  to  be  of 
great  importance,  and  that  several  special 
messengers  have  reached  this  country 
from  thence,  after  having  touched  at 
France.  But,  sir,  if  the  hon.  gent,  in  the 
execution  of  his  public  duty  had  thousht 
fit  to  move  for  any  communications  that 
bad  been  made  by  the  American  govem- 
nient  since  the  departure  of  Mr.  Rose,  my 
answer  must  have  been,  not  that  his  ma- 
jesty's government  were  disinclined  to 
make  them,  but  that  absolutely  there  were 
none  to  make.  ,  If  it  be  asked  why  ?  I  am 
unable  satisfactorily  to  reply.  I  can  only 
conjecure  that  America  has  entered  into 
negotiations  with  France  which  are  ex- 
pected to  lead  to  some  result,  and  that  the 
•communications  of  America  to  this  country 
ure  to  be  -contingent  on  that  result.  This, 
nir,  is  conjecture  alone,  but  it  is  founded 
on  the  extraordinary  circumstance  of  so 
many  arrivals  without  any  communication. 
It  cannot  be  expected  of  me,  that  I  should 
state  prospectively  what  are  the  views  of 
:his  majesty's  government  on  this  subject. 
The  principle  by  which  they  have  hitherto 
been  guided,  they  will  continue  invariably 
40  pursue.  They  attach  as  much  value  to 
the  restoration,  and  to  the  continuance  of 
cordiality,  and  perfect  good  understanding 
with  America,  as  any  men  can  do ;  they 
are  ready  to  purchase  that  advantage  by 
every  justifiable  conciliation ;  they  have 
proved  that  readiness  by  the  act  of  the 
present  session,  in  which  the  trade  of 
America  has  been  placed  on  the  most  fa- 
ivourable  footing;  but,  sir,  they  are  not 
ready  to  purchase  that  advantage,  great  as 
they  acknowledge  it  to  be,  at  the  prjce 
of  the!  surrender  of  those  rights  on  which 
the  naval  power  and  preponderance  of 
Great  Britain  is  immutably  fixed.  The 
bon.  gent,  has  alluded,  with  proper  deli- 
cacy, to  some  unpleasant  circumstances 
which  the  present  stagnation  of  commerce 


has  produced  in  a  part  of  this  coootryf 
but,  sir,  in  making  this  allusioo,  be  has 
offered  to  the  executive  govenuBent  a 
piece  of  advice,  which,  I  trust,  is  unne* 
ceasary.  He  has  recommended  to  m,  sir, 
in  any  measures  which  the  excesses  of  the 
misguided  may  compel  us  to  take,-  to  dis- 
criminate between  the  objects  of  mercy 
and  those  of  justice ;  and  not  to  apply  to 
innocence,  goaded  by  want  to  imprudence 
the  punishment  which  belongs  only  to  in- 
defensible guilt*  Sir,  I  trust  it  was  perfect 
ly  unnecessary  for  the  hon.  sent,  to  lay 
down  this  principle  for  the  guidance  of  hii 
msye.»ty 's  government.  And,  sir,  if  an^Oiig 
those  who,  by  the  real  pressure  of  the 
times,  are  incited  to  tutoulc,  men  shonM 
be  found  who>  without  themselvtet  expe- 
riencing any  inconvenience,  avail  them- 
selves of  the  irritation  of  o^ers  to  forwani 
views  of  a  very  different  nature,  then,  ar, 
I  trust,  that  to  such  men  the  hon.  gent. 
would  not  wish  his  principle  of  lenity  to 
apply.  I  state  this,  only  because  I  think 
that  the  recommendation  of  the  hon.  gent 
is  rather  too  much  of  a  sweeping  descnp' 
tion,  and  that  it  implies  a  propositioB 
which  I  do  not  choose  at  this  moment 
either  to  contradict  or  to  adopt ;  namely, 
that  one  cause  alone,  the  pressure  of  the 
times,  is  enough  to  produce  the  evils  to 
which  he  has  alluded,  and  that  no  other  can 
exist  in  aid  of  it. — Sir ;  the  hon.  gent  in- 
quires whether  the  operation  of  the  Ordcn 
in  Council  has  produced  the  full  effects  a- 
pected  from  it  ?  But  he  does  not  state  fair- 
ly the  extent  of  the  expectation.  It  nerer 
was  supposed  by  his  majesty's  govenuDcnt, 
that  the  Orders  would  throw  no  impedi- 
ment in  the  way  of  the  commerce  of  the 
country :  we  expected  that  they  ^(M 
impede  the  commerce  of  the  country,  hoi 
we  imposed  this  restriction,  becausd  r^ 
striction  existed  elsewhere,  and  because  wi 
thought  that  the  restriction  of  the  enemy 
would  be  more  successfully  combated  by  t 
defying  restriction  on  our  part  than  by 
helpless  acquiescence  ?nd  unresisting  sap* 
plication — means  unworthy  of  the  witi^ 
nation.  I  have  now,  sir,  gone  through  most 
of  ihc  hon.  gent.'s  observations,  except 
those  which  related  to  the  different  com- 
mittees of  this  house,  to  the  general  course 
of  parliamentary  business,  and  to  the  labo* 
rious  attendance  of  members  during  tbc 
present  session.  Sir,  I  shall  add  bat  a 
very  few  minutes  to  that  attendance  io 
expressing  my  cordial  concurrence  in  the 
sentiments  of  the  hon.  gent. ;  and  I  am 
persuaded,  my  right  hon.  friend  near  me 
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(the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer)'  is  by  no 
means  disposed  to  dissent  from  the  hon. 
gent's  opinion,  that  this  has  been  one  of 
the  most  severe  and  laborious  sessions  that 
was  ever  known.  If  the  hon.  gent,  reflects 
with  complacency  on  his  share  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  session,  we  have  also  the 
satisfaction  to  reflect  that  we  have  done 
our  duty  in  it,  and  we  certainly  anticipate 
its  close  with  a  feeling  of  satisfaction.  1 
will  not  extend  it  still,  further  by  wasting 
the  time  of  the  house  in  descanting  on  the 
desire  which  it  is  rational  to  suppose  that 
government  must  feel  for  the  restoration  of 
a  peace,  I  .will  not  say  consistent  with  the 
honour  of  the  country  alone,  but  a  peace 
by  which  her  future  safety  and  independ- 
ence may  be  secured.  The  disposition 
which  has  ever  existed  in  the  minds  of  his 
majesty's  ministers  on  this  subject,  and 
which  was  distinctly  declared  by  us  on 
the  motion  made  by  the  hon.  gent,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  remains  un- 
changed. But,  sir,  I  think,  that  under  the 
present  circumstances,  the  hon.  gent,  will 
scarcely  expect  us  to  declare,  whether  or 
not  we  think  there  is  any  prospect  of  an 
opening  for  that  event.  The  hon.  eent. 
may  rest  assured,  that  we  feel  as  much  as 
he,  or  any  man,  can  feel,  the  difficulties  in 
which  the  country  is  involved;  but  we 
also  feel,  that  she  has  energy  and  resour- 
ces enough  to  contend,  so  long  as  it 
may  be  necessary  to  contend,  for  the  main- 
tenance ot  her  power  and  independence ; 
but  to  say  any  thing  further  on  this  sub- 
ject, to  attempt  to  predict  whether  peace 
is  probable  or  hopeless,  would,  in  my 
opinion,  sir,  tend  only,  in  the  one  case 
to  relax  exertion,  in  the  other,  to  aggravate 
evil. 

Mr.  Whithread  declared  that  he  had 
asked  for  no  information  with  respect  to 
the  probability  or  the  improbability  of 
peace  ;  he  had  only  called  the  attention 
of  government  to  that  important  subject. 
The  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, notwithstanding  what  had  been 
said  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  had  just 
spoken,  had  certainly  held  out  the  expec- 
tation that  the  enforcement  of  the  orders 
of  council  would  induce  America  to  see 
her  true  interest,  and  that  she  would  in 
consequence  withdraw  her  embargo.  The 
fiict,  however,  was  otherwise.  As  to  what 
the  right  hon.  gent  had  said  of  the  echo 
of  the  debates  in  that  house,  having  pro- 
duced an  irritation  in  the  American  mind, 
which  was  subsequently  allayed,  such  a 
Statement  was  a  general  reprobation  of 


every  public  deliberative  assembly.  If 
the  members  of  the  house  of  commons  were 
not  to  speak  their  opinions  freely,  it  were 
better  that  the  house  of  commons  did  not 
exist.  But  this  was  the  common  topic  of 
all  ministers,  little  considering  that  the 
good  far  outbalanced  the  evil.  In  the 
present  instance  he  did  not  believe  that 
any  evil  had  been  produced.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  had  expressed  his  satisfaction 
at  the  approaching  close  of  the  session^ 
and  had  been  very  pleasant  on  the  ffratifl- 
cation  which  this  circumstance  would  give 
to  his  right  lion,  and  learned  colleague. 
He  could  assure  him  that  he  was  net  less 
pleased  with  the  prospect  than  himself, 
and  that  if  he  felt  any  of  that  complacency 
in  the  retrospect  which  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  ascribed  to  him,  it  was  not  so  much 
at  what  he  had  actually  done,  as  at  the 
line  of  conduct  he  had  pursued.  There 
was  one  topic  of  national  importance  on 
which  he  bad  not  touched,  namely,  the  in« 
ternal  defence  of  the  country.  The  rea- 
son was  this.  On  a  recent  evening,  a 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Yorke),  in  a  speech 
containing  some  tremendous  truths,  had 
called  upon  a  noble  lord  opposite  for  an 
explanation  on  that  subject ;  and  in  his 
own  emphatic  language  had  asked  the 
noble  lord,  whether  our  fortifications  were 
in  such  a  state,  that  if  Buonaparte  were 
to  see  them  he  would  pull  off  his  hat  to 
them  with  respect  ?  The  noble  lord  had 
replied  that  the  fortifications  of  the  coast 
were .  in  some  places  complete,  and  in 
others  advancing  to  completion  ;  and  also 
that  the  other  military  arrangements  for 
the  distribution  of  our  force  were  of  such 
a  nature  that  every  person  might  lay  his 
head  upon  his  pillow,  and  sleep  in  secu- 
rity.— He  would  trouble  the  house  with  a 
few  words  on  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  gent,  respecting  the  return  of 
sir  John  Moore.  Every  body  knew  that 
a  small  risk  ought  to  be  run  for  a  great 
object ;  but  although  it  might  have  been 
very  advisable  in  the  pursuit  of  some  im- 
portant object,  to  leave  Sicily  for  a  short 
time  without  an  adequate  defence,  he  con- 
fessed he  couW  not  divine  why  the  force 
under  sir  John  Moore  did  not  return  from 
Gibraltar  to  the  defence  of  that  island,  in- 
stead of  a  fresh  force  being  sent  out  from 
this  country  for  that  purpose.  He  had  al- 
ways been  given  to  understand,  that  the 
return  to  England  of  sir  John  Moore,  had 
been  occasioned  by  a  mistake  which  might 
happen  to  any  administration  ;  but  the 
right  hon.  gent,  had  claimed  the  blame  for 
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his  m^j/s  ministers,  by  declaring  that  the 
return  of  that  gallant  officer  was  in  confor- 
mity to  his  iostnictions.  In  his  opinion, 
a  great  risk  had  been  incurred  for  a  little 
object ;  for  certainly  it  was  a  great  risk  to 
leave  Sicily  undefended  for  such  a  length 
of  time. — lie  was  very  happy  to  learn, 
that  the  commercial  arrangements  between 
Great  Britain  and  Sweden  were  of  so  satis* 
£ftctory  a  nature.  He  would  take  it  for 
granted  (although  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  abstained  from  touching  on  this  part  of 
the  subject),  that  it  was  intended  to  put 
the  Orders  in  Council  into  full  activity  in 
this  country.  If  so,  and  if  facilities  were 
to  be  given  to  their  operation  in  Sweden, 
then  on  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session  of  parliament,  the  country  would 
see,  without  the  possibility  of  evasion, 
whether  those  Orders  had  been  founded  in 
wisdom,  as  asserted  by  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters, or  whether,  as  it  was  asserted  by 
bis  side  of  the  house,  they  were  an  instance 
of  the  grossest  political  absurdity  that  was 
ever  committed.  The  question  would  be 
fairly  at  issue.  Undoubtedly  it  was  the 
wish  of  his  friends,  and  of  himself,  that 
they  might  be  mistaken  upon  it. 

Mr.  if.  Dundas  replied  to  those  observa- 
tions of  the  hon.  gent,  which  related  to 
the  affairs  of  the  East  India  company. 
The  hon.  gent  had  asked  whether  the 
account  between  his  majesty's  government 
and  the  East  India  company  bad  been 
brought  to  a  final  close  ;  and  whether  the 
sum  that  had  been  already  voted  was  all 
that  it  was  intended  to  propose  on  that 
subject  ?  Undoubtedly,  in  his  apprehen- 
sion, as  far  as  related  to  the  account  of 
which  the  balance  was  struck,  with  the 
esception  perhaps  of  some  items,  of  which 
only  a  rough  estimate  had  been  given,  for 
want  of  the  necessary  documents.  But  it 
should  be  observed,  that  the  account  be* 
tween  government  and  the  East  India 
company  was  an  account  current,  and  that 
if  the  balance  were  struck  at  a  particular 
period,  the  account  still  going  on,  the 
ftsalt  must  necessarily  alter.  The  hon. 
gant  supposed  that  the  aids  to  the  com- 
pany would  be  sufficient  to  carry  them  on 
till  the  re-assemblmg  of  parliament.  The 
&ct  was,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session,  earcumstances  led  hhn  to 
suppose  that  the  company  would  reouire 
further  aid  ;  but  the  balance  due  to  tnem 
from  goyemment  turning  out  to  be  larger 
than  was  imagined,  and  the  company's 
afi&'urs  assuming  a  more  favourable  aspect, 
as  far  as  related  to  their  sales  at  home,  he 


had  now  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  that 
his  decided  opinion  was  that  the  company 
could  go  on  very  well  without  further 
assistance  until  the  reassembling  of  parlia- 
ment. He  had  therefore  not  felt  authoris- 
ed to  come  to  parliament  for  any  further 
aid  during  the  present  session.  Whether 
parliament  would  be  called  upon  in  the 
next  session  for  further  aid  he  knew  not, 
but  if  they  were,  he  thought  they  would 
do  well,  not  merely  to  consider  the  pecu« 
niary  circumstances  of  the  company,  at 
the  time  when  such  aid  might  be  required, 
but  to  look  into  all  the  bearings  of  their 
affairs,  and  to  consider  how  £ar  such  aid 
mi^ht  be  accompanied  by  regulations, 
which  would  place  the  company  in  a 
better  situation  than  that  in  which  they 
were  now  placed.-^-The  amendments  were 
then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

[West  India  Merchants.]  Mr.  Bar- 
ham,  zhet  enumerating  the  various  mea- 
sures that  had  been  adopted  and  recom- 
mended for  the  relief  of  the  West  India 
interest,  and  commenting  upon  their  yake 
and  efficacy,  moved,  pursuant  to  his  notice, 
"  That  the  house  do  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  second  and  third  Reports 
of  the  West  India  committee.'' 

Lord  Binning  rose  to  second  the  motioo, 
and  regretted  that  it  should  have  been 
made  in  so  thin  a  house,  as  the  subject  was 
of  sufficient  importance  to  entitle  it  to  t 
fuller  attendance. 

Mr.  Rose  regretted  that  the  hon.  eent 
should,  at  this  stage  of  the  session,  nave 
thouffht  proper  to  bring  forward  a  queslioii 
of  this  description.  Ine  hon.  gent.,  from 
his  speech,  seemed  to  have  brought  for- 
ward the  motion  with  a  view  to  girehimself 
an  opportunity  of  stating  that  the  measorei 
which  had  been  taken  for  the  relief  of  the 
West  Indies  were  not  efl^tual  to  their  ob- 
ject. The  right  hon.  gent,  then  entered  into 
a  statement  to  shew  that  the  measures 
adopted  would  be  beneficial  to  the  West 
India  interest,  and  cautioned  them  ^tg^Tp«t 
importunmg  the  house  with  their  case  kst 
they  might  indispose  it  towards  their  re- 
lief 

Mr.  Marriot  and  the  Chancellor  of  ths 
Exehequer  opposed  the  motion^  on  ^mm^ww* 
of  the  protracted  period  of  the  Bessioii,  sad 
thought  the  measures  already  ^Miopted 
would  be  sufficient  till  next  session* 

Mr.  G.  Hihhert  said,  that  although  nei* 
ther  his  eyes  nxa  his  ears  had  been  grati- 
fied in  the  present  4ebate,  (the  thin  attend- 
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ance  on  a  subject  so  interestitig  being 
matter  of  almost  as  mucb  disconr^emcnt 
as  the  expressioQS  which  he  had  beard 
from  the  right  hon.  gent  (Mr.  Rose); 
yet  that  be  was  not  one  who  would  under- 
value what  bad  been  done  towar(b  tbe 
relief  of  the  colonists  in  the  present  session. 
The  permission  to  use  Sugar  in  the  Distil- 
lery, for  a  time  however  short,  must  add 
to  the  consumption  of  that  article  and 
open  another  market  for  it.  The  Regula- 
tion, of  the  Duty  on  Spirits  he  had  not  at 
first  seen  in  the  important  light  in  which 
it  now  appeared  to  him ;  but  as  it  took 
away  from  spirits  imported,  what  is  called 
tbe  Privilege  of  Escape  (or  a  remission 
of  duty  on  the  overproof  sireneth  as  far  as 
ten  gallons  in  tbe  hundred)  and,  as  be  was 
satid&ed  upon  enquiry  that  aU  the  brandy 
and  Ibveiffn  spirits  were  contrived  to  be 
e$cape$,  while  a  very  inconsiderable  part 
of  tbe  Rum  imported  was  of  that  descrip- 
tion the  Regulation  must  in  feet  prove  a 
tax  upon  foreign  and  consequent  an 
encouragement  to  the  consumption  of 
colonial  spirits.  He  eoukl  not  see  what 
objection  there  was  to  the  carrying  this 
principle  farther,  in  complianee  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  conmsttee  up 
sCairs,  by  a  more  decisive  discouragement 
of  this  trafiic  in  the  produce  of  the  ene«- 
myy  in  favour  of  that  of  our  own  subjects 
suid  possessions.  Brandy,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, would  be  consumed,  even  if  the  tax 
vrere  doubled ;  and  he  was  infonned  that, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  the  reve- 
nue could  not  suffer  much  from  smuffgling. 
The  reduction  of  the  duty  on  Cofiee  was 
Another  wise  measure  which  he  trusted 
would  eventually  promote  the  interests  of 
l^tb  the  coffee  ana  the  sugar  planter,  and 
also  prove  a  source  of  future  benefit  to  the 
revenue.  In  this  instance,  however,  he 
beared  that  the  principle  had  not  been 
carried  he  enough;  the  present  revenue 
m  the  heme  consumption  of  coffee  was  a 
kiatcer  contemptible  iu  itself,  smd  while 
we  were  seeking  to  establish  a  change  in 
the  habits  of  the  public,  it  might  have  oeen 
well  to  have  made  the  encouragement,  in 
the  first  instance,  more  deci«ive.  The 
postponement,  too,  of  the  time  when  the 
reduced  duty  was  to  take  effect  appeared 
to  him  to  be  injudicious,  and  hp  was  per- 
suaded that  the  right  hon.  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  bad  somewhat 
hastily  committed  himself  upon  that  sub- 
ject, and  that  he  would  have  been  glad, 
upon  farther  reflection,  to  have  ffiven  that 
act  an  earlier  operatiop.  From  these  m^a* 
Vol.  XI. 


sures,  however,  when  combined,  he  expect* 
ed  benefit,  and  was  sincerely  thankful  for 
them*  He  believed  that  his  hon.  firiend 
(Mr.  Barham)  was  so  also ;  and  that  the 
expressions  he  had  used,  if  fairly  under- 
stcxM),  would  not  warrant  the  comments 
they  had  occasioned.  His  hon.  friend  had 
very  properly  said  that  little  or  nothing 
had  been  done  for  tbe  pcrmaneni  benefit  of 
the  Sugar  Planters,  since  the  use  of  the 
Distilleries  was  professedly  temporary. 
The  committee,  who  recommended  it  as 
an  expedient  suitable  to  tbe  present  cir^ 
cumstances  of  the  country,  expressly  de- 
precated either  its  long  continuance  or  its 
recurrence,  and  there  was  a  large  portion 
of  that  house  most  anxious  to  seethe  West 
India  trade  relieved  by  other  means,  if  fiir 
no  other  reason  yet  that  its  distress  might 
neither  be  the  motive  nor  the  plea  for. 
any  future  interference  with  the  ]]&stillery 
from  grain*  The  committee,  whose  la* 
bones  appeared  to  have  met  the  approba* 
tion  of  the  boose,  had  therefoiie,  in  confer* 
mity  with  its  promise,  sug^ted  ikieasures 
of  permanent  relief.  And  he  thought  it 
ban!  that  he  and  others  nearly  nuterested 
should  be  accused  of  ingratitude,  or  of 
impolitic  importunity,  when  they  were 
anxious  to  press  those  measures  upon  the 
early  consideration  of  the  house  and  of  his 
majesty's  ministers.  Tbe  case  of  tbe  Weali' 
Indies  became  more,  perhaps,  a  question .eif 
the  time  than  of  the  amount  <xf .  reUtf. 
Another  year  like  the  last  woi^ld  briiia  on 
a  crisis  for  which  it  would  be  difficult  to 
find  a  cure.  The  estates  1^  hitherto  been 
supplied  with  necessaries^  and  while  tbdt 
was  the  case,  peace  and  subordination.wer* 
preserved  there,  and  the  9hipping  and  ma^, 
nufac^ring  interests,  at  home  did  not  feel 
the  weight  of  the  evil  which  was  approach- 
ing :  but  tbe  resources  from  which  this  had 
beendone  were  nearly  exhausted, and  would 
not  bear  out  against  such  another  losin|p 
year  as  the  last.  The-  consequences  he 
dreaded  to  contemplate,;  but  the  hovjm 
might  rest-«ssured  that  they  would  be  f^t 
most  extensively^ — ^The  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Rose)  had  warned  them  against  imiKtr* 
tuning  the  house  with  their  case,  lest  they 
might  indispose  it  towards  their  relief;  aa 
if  ^ir  case  was  not  the  case  of  -th^l 
house  and  of  tbe  Country.  What  could  hn 
or  bis  hon.  friend  say  more  in  illustratioA 
of  the  importance  of  the  colonial  tr^e* 
than  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon« 
gent.?  that  it  was  now  almost  tbe  only 
trade  that  was  left  to  British  shiping  I 
and  was  it,  then,  wise  or  politic  to 
3  Y  I 

Digitized  by  V^OOQlC 


1059] 


FASL.  DEBATES,  June  24/  l$OS^tFc$i  India  Merdma. ' 


[1069 


risk  this,  almost  the  last  resource  of  our 
commercial  greatness  and  power  at  sea, 
for  the  sake  of  paltry  an^  partial  in- 
terests, either  of  tne  Ship  Owners  or  the 
Bevenue  ?  Was  it  to  be  brought  as  a  valid 
objection  against  one  of  the  measures  pro- 
posed for  the  relief  of  this  trade  by  the 
committee,  that  it  would  occasion  some 
Haerifice  of  the  revenue,  or  against  another, 
that  it  would  interfere  with  that  monopoly 
which  the  Sliip  Owners  claimed,  when  it 
was  proved  to  the  house,  that  the  colonies 
themselves,  the  substratum  of  these  in- 
terests, were  on  the  brink  of  destruction  ? 
liie  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down,  had 
confined  kis  observations  to  the  matter  of 
that  Report  of  the  Committee  which  re« 
lated  to  ^e  licensed  trade  in  spirits,  the 
produce  and  jnanufacture  of  the  enemy ; 
ne  would  therefore  make  a  very  few  re» 
marks  upon  that  other  subject,  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  to  the  attention 
of  the  house-— the  extension  of  the  barter 
in  American  shipping  to  the  articles  of 
sugar  and  co&e.  It  was  true  that  circum- 
ttances,  at  present  out  of  our  controul, 
seemed  to  throw  to  a  distance  any  pro- 
ceeding on  that  Report,  but  if  the  dispo- 
sition were  ascertained,  the  moment  fpr 
acting  mieht  occur  before  thai  house  should 
meet  a^m,  and  it  was  die  purport  of  his 
hoQ.  friend's  motion,  that  his  majesty's 
onnistera  should  not  in  such  a  moment 
kave  their  hands  tied  up  or  their  antfaority 
<fuetHottable.  The  poKcy  appeared  to  him 
80  clear  and  striking,  of  weakening  during 
tha  war  the  colonies  of  ^e  enemy»  which 
ev«r  had  been  and  must  again  be  the  chief 
Morcei  of  her  naval  power,  tl^Lt  he  won- 
dered how  either  th»  or  any  former  ad* 
minimation  should  have  sufiered  ^linor 
oljeets  to  interfere  with  it.  The  advantage 
of  pushing  a  few  of  our  manuf«u:tures, 
through  America,  into  the  consmnption  of 
the  enemjr's  colonies,  was,  surely,  not  to 
be  brought  into  comparison  with  so  mat 
an  object.  We  had  unwisely  relaxed  the 
rule  of  the  war  of  1750,  until  we  appeared 
to  baT«  lost  sight  of  it  altogether,  and 
miKui  time  the  ci>lonies  of  the  enemy  were 
thriving  while  our  own  were  falling  rapidly 
into  decay.  To  have  returned  again  to 
the  policy  of  that  rule  of  1750,  and  to 
have  sofiened  its  operations  in  respect  to 
America,  by  permitting  her,  during  the 
war,  to  take  away  in  her  own  shipping 
that  surplus-produce  of  our  own  oolonies 
which  we  could  not  find  the  means  of 
throwing  into  consumption,  and  could  only 
persist  in  monopoUzmg  to  their  destruc- 


tion, would,  as  he  must  continue  to  thioki 
have  been  our  wisest  proceeding,  whether 
in  respect  to  the  colonies  or  to  America. 
We  had  right  and  necessity  and  prece- 
dent  also,  to  plead  in  its  defence;  and  he 
wished  the  house  to  look  back  and  see 
what  had  been  in  former  wars  the  conse- 
quences of  our  adherence  to  or  departure 
m>m  this  policy. — It  appeared  fipom  the 
authentic  Tables  ffiven  by  M.  Amoold, 
in  his  **  Balance  de  la  Commerce,"  that 
on  the  average  of  seven  years  of  peace, 
from  1749  to  1753,  the  colonial  trade  of 
France  in  round  numbers  of  francs,  vai 
thus : — Colonial  Produce, 
Imported,  value  -    -    •    -  65,OOO/)00 

Exported 35,000,000 

Consumed  at  home  -  -  -  30,000,000 
In  the  course  of  the  Seven  Years  War. 
while  we  acted  upon  the  Rule  which  bean 
the  name  of  the  Rule  of  1756,  say  hm 
1756  to  1763,  the  average  of  the  eight 
years  was  reduced  to  the^  amounts : 

Imported -  15,400000 

Exported 12,200,OoD 

Consumed -     3,200,000 

After  that  war,  followed  a  peace  of  IS 
years,  say  from  1764  to  1776  inclusive^ 
during  which  France  had  assiduously  1:0- 
died  to  restore  her  colonies.  The  average 
of  this  period  was, 

Imported ]12,000/)00 

Exported 37,700,000 

Consumed 74,300.000 

Then  followed  the  American  war,  in  wbidi 
we  had  relaxed  our  former  role,  and  the 
average  of  seven  years  of  their  trade  firaa 
1777  to  1783,  botn  inclusive,  was 

Imported 10a,700^ 

Exported 5O,6O0i000 

Consumption  .  -  •  •  58,100,000 
The  house  would  see  that  durins^  that  w 
France,  ^oogh  she  was  oompel&i  to  cos- 
some  less  at  home  of  her  colonial  prodece, 
yet  greatly  increased  her  foreisn  expoct 
thereof  beyond  the  average  of  the  pf^ 
ceding  peace ;  and  upon  tba  retara  of 
peace,  commencing  with  a  colonial  trade 
so  little  checked  or  impeded,  he  b^;^ 
the  house  to  remark  that  in  the  succeeding 
five  years  of  peace,  firom  1784  to  178S, 
(immediately  before  the  Rev^^otion)  she 
had  arrived  at  the  surprizing  increase  of 
an  Import  equal  in  value  to  -  ii)3,2Ob,O00 

Export ^3.000,000 

Consumption  ...  -  100,200^ 
The  consequence  of  this  accumulatioD  of 
her  colonial  trade  in  a  period  so  short,  bad 
been  attended  with  a  proportionate  estes* 
sion  of  her  naval    power,  which,  at  the 
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momeiit  of  the  ReTolotion,  was  tcry  fbr- 
tuidable  ;  and,  without  precisely  knowing 
what  was  the  state  of  her  intercoorse  with 
her  coiooies  at  this  time,  he  yet  conld 
assert  that  those  whieh  remained  to  her 
were  in  themselves  flourishing,  and  must, 

•  whenever  a  peace  should  occur,  become 
-chiefly  instrumental  in  furnishing  her  with 

experienced  seamen. — ^To  the  object  thus 
•considered,  he  earnestly  intreated  the  at- 
tention of  ministers.  The  shipping  interest 
should  reflect  that  we  were  adding  to  the 
monopoly  of  our  own,  that  also  of  the 
trade  of  the  conquered  colonies,  which  at 
a  peace  we  could  not  expect  to  retain ; 
and  on  this  ground,  therefore,  the  support 
and  encouragement  of  our  own  colonies 
.  during  the  u*ar,  by  a  temporary  conces- 
sion to  the  American  shipping,  was  the 
more  politic.  Suqh  a  concession  was  cdm- 
pensated  now  by  our  trade  with  the  con- 
quered colonies;  and  whenever,  on  the 
return  of  peace,  we  resumed  our  mono- 
poly, we  might  find,  in  the  increased 
prosperity  of  our  own  colonies  which  this 
concession    had    occasioned,  a  coonter- 

•  balance  for  that  ^share  of  the  foreign  co- 
lony trade  which  we  should  then  be  called 
u|>on  to  relinquish. — ^For  these  reasons,  he 
must  approve  and  support  his  h<«.  friend's 
motion,  should  he  think  fit  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  house  upon  it 

•  Mr.  JEMt  contended,  thai  in  the  present 
situation  of  G.  Britain  the  importation  of 

.  brandy  and  foreign  spirits  into  this  coun- 
try, ou^ht  to  be,  l^  all  means,  discouraged, 
as  tending  to  overturn  the  interests  ofthe 
corn-growers  of  this  island,  and  the  sugar 
merchants  of  the  colonies,  by  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  consumption  of  the  article  of 
rum  ;  whilst  it  was  serviceable  to  theene- 
my,  by  encouraging  the  importation  of 
.their  commodities,  by  indirect  means,  into 
this  country. 

Lord  H.  Petty  gave  notice,  that  early  in 
the  next  session  of  parliament  he  should 
take  an  opportunity  of  attracting  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  the  destructive 
consequences  of  the  Orders  in  Gouncil ; 
and  should,  therefore,  abstain  from  enter- 
ing into  the  course  of  argument  which  had 
been  pursued  by  the  gentlemen  Who  had 
preceded  him. 

Mr.  Barham  briefly  replied,  and  con- 
■tended  that  he  had  not  undervalued  the 
remedial  measures  resorted  to  by  this 
country,  for  the  relief  of  the  West  India 
merchants :  he  concluded  with  informing 
the  bouse,  that  he  should  not  proceed  to  a 
divisjon  on  the  question  then  before  it.*— 


The  motion  was  accordingly  negatived 
without  a  division. 

[Me.  Pausce's  Claim.!  Mr.  Huskisson 
brought  up  Mr.  Palmers  Arrears  bill, 
which  was  read  a  first  time. 

The  Chemedlor  qf  the  Exchequer,  in  rnov- 
ing  that  it  be  read  a  second  time  t<Maorrow« 
stated  it  to  be  his  intention  to  |[ive  every 
support  to  this  bill  for  carrying  it  tbreugh 
that  house.  But  if  the  hon.  gent,  who  was 
concerned  in  the  measure  did  not  wish 
that  it  should  proceed  further,  he  should 
feel  that  he  had  done  his  duty  in  bringing 
it  in,  and  the  hon.  gentleman  mi|^t»  if  he 
thought  it  right,  su&r  the  order  of  thu  day 
to  drop. 

Mr.  fT.  Smith  approved  of  At  candour 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  He  saw  no 
cause  of  disapprobation  which  could  exist 
against  him  tor  his  conduct,  notwithstand- 
ing all  that  had  been  urged  against  him 
last  niffht. — ^The  bill  was  then  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow. 

[Scotch  Judicatues  Bill.]  On  the 
motion  of  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland 
for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Adam  rose  and  addressed  the  house 
as  follows:*— -Mr.  Speaker;  I  rise  in  a 
very  thin  house,  not  at  a  very  earl^  hour, 
and  at  a  very  late  period  of  the  session,  to 
discuss  a  subject  of  the  greatest  conse- 
quence to  the  part  ofthe  united  kingdom  to 
which  it  relates. — ^My  intention  is  to  dis- 
cuss, and  not  to  oppose ;  and  my  object  is 
to  make  aomt  parts  relating  to  this  most 
important  subject  generally  knofm  aiid 
attended  to  by  means  of  discussion  in  this 
place. — ^It  is  highly  necessary  that  many 
of  the  regulations,  proposed  by  this  bill, 
shoidd  be  well  understood,  and  that  others 
should  be  suggested  for  consideration.  [At 
this  period  an  mtermption  took  place,  owing 
to  some  members  leaving  the  house,  when 
Mr.  Adam  said,  with  some  eagerness]— 
Sir,  I  know  how  little  interesting  this  sub« 
ject  must  be  to  many  gentlemen  present ; 
I  am  not,  therefore,  surprised  at  their  de» 
partare  ;  but  I  should  conceive,  late  even, 
as  it  is  in  the  session,  and  exhausted  as  the 
house  may  be  with  previous  business,  it 
will  hardly  be  thought  decent  to  have  it 
said,  that  a  system  of  civil  judicature,  re» 
lating.to  the  most  important  interests  of 
Scotland,  and  aflectiuff  no  less  than' two 
millions  and  a  faalfof  nis  majesty's  sub- 
jects, has  been  discussed  and  passed  in  a 
house  not  sufficient,  according  to  its  con- 


*  From  the  original  edition,  printed  for 
I  Jubo^  Murray,  Fleet<street,  l^Ob. 
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stitution,  to  do  any  act  whatever.  -  (Here 
the  Speaker  rose  and  stopt  Mr.  Adam, 
saying,  that  as  the  hon.  member  had  no- 
ticed the  state  of  the  house,  and  hinted 
that  there  were  not  40  members  present, 
it  must  he  counted.  The  Speaker  accord- 
ingly counted  the  house,  and  by  the  return 
of  some  of  those  who  were  leaving  the 
house,  it  appeared,  on  counting,  that  43 
members  were  present.  Mr.  Adam  then 
proceeded.] — Sir,  I  regret  that  the  slight 
interruption  that  I  met  ^^h  should  have 
put  me  off  my  guard,  and  ^uld  have 
given  you  the  trouble  to  count  die  house, 
it  was  not  my  intention ;  and,  much  as  I 
may  re^^ret  the  thinness  of  the  attendance, 
I  should  have  had  more  to  regret  still,  if 
the  house  had  not  been  able,  from  defect 
of  members,  to  proceed  with  this  basiness. 
— ^The  subject  of  the  bill,  the  effect  it  will 
produce,  its  being  the  commencemmit  of 
the  improvement  of  the  civil  judicature  of 
Scotland  (though  far  short  of  what  ought 
to  be  done)  are  reasons  sufficient  for  this 
feeling.  But  I  should  hare  regretted  it 
likewise  for  reasons  personal  to  myself. 
The  learned  lord,  who  has  now  moved  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill,  bad  postponed 
the  second  reading  of  it,  for  my  accom- 
modation, several  weeks  ago^  so  that  my 
illness  (which  was  the  cause  of  that  short 
delay),  may  possibly  be  the  cause  of 
the  proceeding  being  retarded  to  the  pre- 
sent time.  If  my  health  had  permitted,  I 
would  hav«  attended  the  Committee  some 
days  ago,  and  offered,  on  that  occasion, 
what  occurs  to  me  on  the  subject ;  but  I 
was  unable  for  Such  an  attendance,  and  i 
doubt  how  far  I  shall  have  strength,  even 
now,  to  discharge  the  task  which  I  think  it 
incumbent  on  me,  at  this  last  stage  «f  the 
proceeding,  to  perform. — ^The  judicature 
of  Scotland,  in  all  its  parts,  has  been  for 
▼ery  many  years,  the  subject  of  my  most 
deliberate  and  anxious  attention.  I  have 
been  excited  to  it  by  particular  causes, 
which  I  need  not  now  relate.  In  the  civil 
branch  of  it,  I  have  been  led  by  my  prac- 
tice as  a  lawyer^  in  the  Court  of.Apellat* 
Jurisdiction,  and  by  my  comiection  with 
that  country,  and  the  sincere  interest, 
which  1  take  in  all  its  concerns,  to  see  and 
feel  die  ddSects  of  its  judicial  system.'  And 
I  should  have  been  extremely  concerned, 
indeed,  if  this  bill  had  passed  the  legisla- 
ture without  my  having  had  an  opportunity 
of  deliveiing  some  opinions  on  the  sub- 
ject, which  are  strongly  impressed  on  my 
mind,  and  which  I  flatter  mv^f  may 
prove  useful. — ^A  system  of  judicial  j«ris« 


prudence  is  one  of  the  moot  interestmc 
•ubjeota  thai  can  employ  the  human  mind. 
It  is  interesting  as  deciding  upoo  all  the 
real  and  peraoiMl  rights  of  the  commuwity 
to  which  it  relates,  and  as  tumiag  on  prin* 
ciples  of  jurisprudence  which  raise  -it 
much  beyond  an  ordinary  subfect  of  legis- 
lative discussion. — ^Ihe  btU  under  cood- 
deration  proposes  to  divide  the  Court  into 
two  Chambers,  or  Courts.  Whatever  ob- 
servations may  occur  to  me  respecting  the 
defects  of  other  parts  of  it,  tbet  regt^itioQ 
is  alone  sufficient  to  make  me  think  that 
it  should  pass  into  a  law.  It  would  be 
most  mischioToas  indeed  to  defeat  tbst 
object,  or  to  do  any  thing  by  delay  or  de- 
bate which  shoald  frustrate,  or  even  pro- 
crastinate, the  measure.  In  other  respects, 
there  is  much  ground  for  ebservation ;  hot 
I  can  anure  t^  house,  that  my  intention 
is  to  make  thoee  observations  without  any 
spirit  of  hostile  debate.  On  the  contrary, 
I  shall  endeavour  to  avoid  all  eagerness  of 
argumedt,  and  to  preserve  that  calmness, 
and  (if  I  may  yse  the  expression,}  that 
judicial  tone  of  discussion  which  ongfat  to 
prevail  on  this  most  important  and  interest- 
ing subject  of  judicial  jurbprudence. — ^0»c 
of  the  chambers  mto  which  it  is  proposed 
to  diride  the  Comt  of  Session,  is  to  be  pre- 
sided over  by  the  president,  consisting  of 
the  president,  and  seven  curdinary  lords. 
The  other  is  to  be  pcestded  orer  by  the 
jufltioe-clerk,  and  to  consist  of  the  justice- 
clerk  and  six  ordinary  iords.— 'The  diriaion 
into  two  courts  is  important,  i»-a8-m«ich 
as  it  removes  a  great  defect  in  the  judicial 
aystem  of  Scotland,  by  giving  a  choice  of 
forums.  At  present,  there  is  hut  ene 
oourt,  consisting  of  fifteen  judges,  so  thai, 
though  the  suitor  can  select  the  lord  onH- 
nary,  before  whom  he  will  bring  his  ac- 
tion, he  has  no  choice  of  tribunal  when 
the  cause  goes  before  the  whole  court. 
Theeftect  of  the  present  system,  there- 
fore, is  to  exclude  all  coropeution.  Where 
there  is  one  court,  there  is  no  eflort  arising 
from  a  desire  to  excel,  as  there  is  whet 
there  are  several  courts  of  co-erdinate  jo- 
risdietton,  taking  cognizance  of  the  sane 
ceases  ;r-^and  we  cannot  disguise,  that  it 
is  in  justice,  as  in  every  thing  else,  that 
competition  begets  exertion,  and  that  with 
exertion  duly  is  more  perfectly  discharged. 
In  this  country  (£ngland),  the  suitor  bar- 
ing three  courts  open  in  all  matters  of  law 
and  eauity,  the  King's  Bench,  the  Com* 
mon  Pleas,  and  Law  side  of  the  E9oche*> 
quer,  for  actions  at  lawi,^-the  Court  of 
Chancery,  tb»  Rolls>  aa^  ^  Equity  side 
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of  the  Exchequer,  for  9uiu  in  eqoity,  there 
id  an  ample  choice  of  tribunals^  and  a  per- 
fect indticemefit  tos  excel  by  cooipetition  ; 
•od  suitors,  if  they  have  any  objection  to 
■the  modes  and  habits  of  one  court,  may  so 

•  4o  anotter. — I  have  no  doubt,  that  it  would 
have  been  much  better,  if  the  court  of 
•easion  was  likewise  to  have  been  divided 
into  three  courts* — ^First,  Because  there  is 
a  certainty,  by  that  division,  of  settling  the 
law  more  satisfactorily,  the  opinion  of  Iwo 
bodies,  on  a  doubtful  question,  leaving  the 
mind  less  satisfied  than  that  of  three  ;  and, 
because  where  there  is  a  difierence  of 
opinion,  on  similar  questions  of  law,  the 
third  tribunal  casts  the  balance,  and  fixes 
the  point — Secondly,  Becauae,  by  mak- 
ing more  divisions,  each  of  the  courts 
wot^ld  be  reduced  to  a  smaller  number, 
which  certainly  renders  the  tribunal  more 
perfect. — It  may  be  observed  here;  that  a 
court  consisting  of  four  is  the  best  number ; 
beoattse,  when  there  is  a  difference  of 
^nion,  and  the  court  is  equally  divided, 
<he  matter  may  go  to  the  higher  tribunal ; 
if  it  is  not  equally  divided,  there  must  be 
a  majority  of  tliree  to  one,  the  greatest 

.  ma^orit^  that  aay  number  aftbros,  and 
which  is,  of  course,  calculated  to  give 
more  satisfaction  to  the  suitors,  and  the 
public,  than  any  other  number  that  can  be 

r itched  upon. — On  these  topics,  however, 
do  not  now  mean  to  enlarge.  I  only 
throw  them  out,  not  as  opposing  the  pre- 
sent bill,  but  as  suggestions  for  future  im- 
provement. Lt  ought,  however,  in  falr- 
jiess,  to  be  observed,  that  the  courts  or 
chambers  will  not  be  so  noraeroa^  as  they 
appear.-^There  will  be  one  or  two  lords 
from  each  court  employed  in  discharging 
the  duty  of  lords  ordinary,  during  the  sit- 
ting of  the  chamber  to  which  they  belong, 
flo  Siattiie  president's  court  will  usually  be 
six — ^never  more  than  seven ;  and  the  jus- 
tice-clerk's court  will  be  usually  five — 
never  more  than  six ; — so  that  we  have 
every  reason  to  hope,  that,  by  this  regula- 
tion of  the  bill,  the  tribunal  for  the  discus- 
sion of  end  rights  in  Scotland,  thus  re- 
duced and  constituted,  Mnll  lose  the  cha- 
racter which  is  alledged  now  to  belong  to 
It,  of  being  too  numerous,  and  as  having 
more  resemblance  to  a  popular  assembly, 
than  is  fitting  for  a  court  of  ^justtce.^ — Sir, 
the  bill  now  undei  consideration,  does  not, 
tn  its  preamble,  assign  the  sound  princi- 

fles  of  judicial  jurisprudence,  to  which 
have  just  refiemd,  as  the  reason  for  its 
enactments ;  but  aUeges  only  the  great  in- 
cvea^  ^  business,    Itruns  thut :  <■  Wbovc- 


'  as,  the  gr^t  extension  of  agriculture^ 
'  commerce,  manufactures,  and  population, 
'  and  the  consequent  multiplication  of 
'  transactions  in  Scotland,  have  greatly  in-* 
'  creased  the  number  of  law-suits  brought 
'  into  the  court  of  session,  whereby  it  haa 
'  become  expedient  to  make  some  new 
'  arrangements  in  that  court,  to  fiicilitate 
'  the  dispatch  of  business." — ^Now,  Sir,  it 
is  somewhat  singular,  that  the  increase  of 
law-suits,  from  commerce,  population,  and 
agriculture,  ihould  be  assigned  as  the  rea- 
son for  this  measure,  and  that  the  language 
of  the  bill,  respecting  the  introduction  of 
trial  by  jury,  shouki  be  so  tame  and  dis* 
couraging ;  for  it  is  manifest,  to  every  per* 
8(m  accustomed  to  that  incomparable  system 
of  judicature  (trial  by  jury)  that  if  the  in* 
crease  of  judicial  business  has  arisen  from 
the  causes  assigned  in  this  preamble,  there 
ought  to  have  been  an  immediate  introduce 
tion  of  trial  by  jury  in  those  cases,  as  bein^ 
peculiarly  suited  mr  that  tribunal. — Ques* 
tions  on  policies  of  iiteurance,  on  bills  of 
exchange,  on  mercantile  contracts  of  every 
defccriptiou,  all  those  personal  actions  which 
are  the  result  of  increased  population,  and 
increased  dealings  between  man  and  mam^ 
in  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  com^ 
merce,  are  peculiarly  suited  to  trial  by 
jmy.  The  cases  arising  out  of  such  trans«> 
actions  are,  necessarily,  mere  matters  of 
fact,  in  which  the  most  simple  and  tha. 
shortest  forms  of  pleading  only  can  be  ne* 
cessary  to  be  put  on  the  record.  As  no« 
thing  is  required,  aJmost  in  any  of  those 
cases,  but  the  simple  allegation  of  the 
plaintifi*  or  pursuer,  stating  the  ii^jury  of 
which  he  complains,  and  the  equally 
simple  denial  of  the  defendant  What  'in 
England  constituted  and  is  called  the  de* 
claration,  and  a  plea  of  the  general  issue, 
and  what  in  Scotland  constitutes  and  is 
termed  the  summons  and  the  defences.-*^ 
It  is  material  to  observe,  likewise,  that  the 
introduction  of  the  trial  by  jury,  in  those 
cases  in  which  it  is  practicable,  would  givo 
the  greatest  possible  relief  to  the  appeflate 
jurisdiction  of  the  house  of  lords.  A  jury 
takes  to  itself,  exclusively,  all  matter  of 
fiKt,  whereas,  at  present,  the  facts,  in 
every  ease  that  is  appealed,  must  go  to  the 
house  of  lords,  forcing  that  tribunal  to 
examine  into  the  fact,  as  well  as  to  decide 
upon  the  law,  and  go  through  most  vo«^ 
luminous  and  ill-ascertained  proofs,  liable 
to  much  uncertainty,  extremely  inaccu-* 
rate  and  confined ;  whereas  nothing  should 
be  carried  to  an  appellate  judicature  but 
ro£r»  iiaaitter.of  law.— I  own  that  I  fieei 
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most  earnest  and  anxious  to  take  this  public 
opportunity  of  impressing  the  importance 
of  introducing  trial  by  jury ;  and  I  am 
the  more  anxious  to  do  so,  because,  when 
I  consider  the  manner  in  which  the  com- 
missioners, created  by  this  act  for  inquir- 
ing and  reporting  on  this  subject,  are  to 
be  appointed,  when  I  perceive  that  that  ap- 
pointment rests  with  the  ministers  of  the 
crown,  or  rather,,  with  those  who  are  the 
authors  of  this  bill,  I  am  very  apprehen- 
sive that  there  is  still  less  chance  of  the 
trial  by  jury  being  introduced  at  all  into 
the  civil  judicature  of  Scotland. — ^I  know 
that  it  is  the  opinion  of  a  person  of  great 
influence,  one  who  will  be  much  listened 
to  on  this  subject — it  is  the  opinion  of  a 
judge  who  has  a  most  profound  knowledge 
of  the  law  of  Scotland,  I  mean  the  presi- 
dent of  the  court  of  session,  that  questions 
of  the  sort  to  which  I  have  referred,  name- 
ly, questions  on  bills  of  exchange  and  po- 
licies of  insurance,  are  not  lit  to  be  tried 
^y  i^^Y' — ^When  the  resolutions  of  the 
house  of  lords,  preparatory  to  another  bill, 
afterwards  brought  forward  by  lord  Gren- 
ville,  (the  measure  which  first  introduced 
the  amelioration  of  the  Scots  judicial  S3rs- 
tem  in  civil  causes  to  the  notice  of  parlia- 
ment,) were  in  circulation,  I  considered  it 
to  be  my  duty,  on  this  important  public 
subject,  'to  have  a  conference  witn  that 
ieaiiied  judge,  and  at  his  desire  I  waited 
upon  him  for  that  purpose.  The  object  of 
OS  both  was  purely  public.  I  listened 
with  great  attention  to  opinions  and  views, 
cominff  from  a  person  of  the  highest  re- 
spectability for  legal  rank,  knowledge  and 
experience,  and  I  'afterwards  made  them 
known  to  the  noble  person  who  then  pro- 
rooted  the  measure  for  improving  the 
judicature  of  Scotland.  Among  other 
thinp,  he  expressed  himself  to  be  a  friend 
to  the  introduction  of  the  trial  by  jury, 
where  it  was  practicable,  According  to  the 
forms  and  rules  of  proceeding  in  the  law 
of  Scotland.  He  shewed  me  that  such 
had  been  hit  opinion  when  a  reform  in 
the  court  of  session  had  been  discussed 
many  years  ago ;  and  that,  in  a  pamphlet 
which. he  had  written  at  that  time,  he  had 
recommended  it  But,  he  added,  that  he 
considered  it  to  be  applicable  only  to 
mere  personal  injuries  or  delicts,  for  which 
reparation  in  damages  was  required,  such 
as  assaults,  libels,  or  the  like.  He  particu- 
larly mentioned,  that  to  questions  arising 
out  of  bills  of  exchan^y  and  likewi^  I 
think,  he  said,  out  of  policies  of  insurance, 
it  was  not  applicable.    That  they  were 


the  great  toarce  of  increased  bnsinest  in 
the  court  of  session.  That  in  the  former 
especially,  nice  and  difficult  matter  fre- 
ouentl  V  arises  as  to  the  consideration  gives 
ror  a  bill,  and  how  far  it  i:i  a  mere  ac- 
commodation note,  for  which  no  value* 
originally  passed. — Such  Questions,  his 
lordship  thought,  could  not  oe  tried  by  a 
jury.— To  those  who  are  accustomed  to 
the  course  of  justice  in  this  country  (Eng- 
land), this  vrill  seem  most  surprising,  wfae« 
we  all  know  that  the  sittings  at  Guildhall 
are  almost  entirely  employed  in  trying 
causes  arising  out  of  policies  of  insurance, 
charter-parties,  bills  of  exchange,  and 
other  commercial  transactions ;  and  thai 
deviation  in  a  voyage,  or  want  of  con- 
sideration for  a  bill  of  exchange,  are 
mere  questions  of  hct,  peculiarly  c^co- 
lated  for  a  jury.  But  if  such  is  the  pro- 
possessiim  of  a  person  of  to  much  learn- 
ing in  the  law  of  the  country  where  be 
presides,  respecting  the  introductioii  of 
this  mode  of  trying  those  causes,  it  be- 
hoves us  to  do  our  utmost  not  to  let  sndi 
opinions  operate  to  prevent  the  intfodnc- 
tion  of  trial  by  jury,  but,  if  possible,  te 
enforce  its  introductioa  in  mtrcantilc 
causes,  as  they  will  receive  a  more  satis- 
factory and  more  speedy  decision  in  that 
than  in  any  other  tnbunal. -— Feraons 
accustomed  to  the  judicial  system  of  Eng- 
land, would  naturally  and  justljr  «ap- 
poee,  that  the  preamble  to  the  bill-  (te 
the  expressions  of  which  I  have  already 
referred)  would  have  been  followed  witii 
an  immediate  enactment,  introducing  trial 
by  jury  in  all  cases  c^  litigation  con- 
nected with  the  causes  assigned  for  the 
great  increase  of  judicial  business  in  Scot- 
land. But  instead  of  this  being  the  caae» 
mark  how  the  bill  proceeds  :-^omniis- 
sioners  are  proposed  to  be  appointed  te 
inquire  into  and  report  concerning  the 
propriety  of  the  introduction  of  trud  by 
jury  in  civil  causes.  The  words  of  the 
clause  in  the  recital  relating  to  this  matter* 
are  :  '  and  whereas  it  has  been  conceived, 
'  that  it  mt^t  be  for  the  utility  of  the 
'  subjects  within  Scotland,  that  jury  trials 
'  should  be  introduced  into  the  proceedings 
'  in  certain  causes  before  the  Court  of  Sc«- 
'  sion  in  Scotland.' — ^The  tame,  hesitating^ 
indecisive  langpiage  of  this  recital  is  but  n 
poor  ericooraj^ement  to  leport  in  ferour  of 
the  introduction  of  trial  by  jury.  Instead 
of  exciting  the  commis^oners  to  recom- 
mend the  introduction  of  that  institution, 
it  is  calculated  to  repress  the  ardour  wbidi 
gave  rise  to  the  idea  of.  iatrodndng  this 
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most  inifk>rtaiit  improyeftent  into  Ae  law 
of  Scotland. — I  am  confident,  sir,  that  this 
tameness  of  expression  in  the  bill  is  not 
consonant  to  the  general  feelings  of  that 
coontry  on  the  subject.  It  is  quite  clear, 
•that  the  people  of  Scotland  wish  the  trial 
by  jury  to  be  introduced  in  civil  causes, 
and  it  is  to  be  obseryed,  that  they  have 
always  had  it  in  criminal  prosecutions. 
Many  parts  of  the  country  ha¥«  expressed 
theviselves  strongly  in  ^vourof  the  mea- 
sure, and  there  has  not  been  an  opinion 
expressed  against  it  anywhere.  Two 
meetings  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  have 
been  held  on  this  subject ;  the  first,  where 
the  resolutions  brought  forward  by  lord 
Grenville  were  discussed.  The  introduc- 
tion  of  trial  by  jury  in  civil  causes  was 
then  considered  by  that  learned  and  en- 
lightened body,  and  it  was  eaj^rly  ap- 
proved. At  another  meeting  of  the  Fa- 
culty of  Advocates,  held  on  the  23d  of 
February  last,  called  by  persons  not  sup- 
posed to  be  &vourers  of  lord  Grenville's 
measure,  and  not  attended  at  all  by  those 
who  were  supposed  to  be  more  particu- 
larly the  supporters  of  that  measure,  it 
was  resolved,  '  I'hat  the  introduction  of 
'  the  trial  by  jury,  in  certain  civil  causes, 
'  woul^  be  of  evident  utility  to  the  sub- 
'  jects  within  Scotland,  and  that  the  com- 
'  missioners  should  report  in  what  manner 
'  and  form  it  could  be  most  usefully  esta- 
'  blished.^  This  resolution  of  the  Faculty 
of  Advocates  was,  I  believe,  the  real  cause 
of  introducing  the  recital!  have  just  men- 
tioned into  the  bill.  Had  it  not  been  for 
that  resolution,  1  verily  believe  the  intro- 
duction of  trial  by  jury  would  not  have 
been  thought  ai  by  the  framers  of  the  bill. 
All  this  gives  but  little  hope  of  the  accom- 

flishment  of  that  great  object ;  and  when 
observe  how  much  the  language  of  the 
bill  falls  short  of  the  res6lutions,  I  confess 
my  fears  are  very  much  increased  on  this 
subject — In  the  resolutions,  it  is  said,  that 
it  would  be  '  of  evident  utility  to  the  sub- 
'  jects  within  Scotland'  to  introduce  the 
*  trial  by  jury.  In  the  bill,  all  that  is  said 
IS,  that  <  1<  has  been  conceived  that  it 
^  might  be  for  their  utility  to  introduce  it.' 
If  the  legtslati^re  thus  discourages  the  mea^ 
sure  which  it  pretends  to  promote,  it  is 
quite  impossible  to  be  sanguine  on  the 
subject. — ^It  is  farther  material  to  observe 
on  thb  head,  that  the  bill  requires  that 
the  commissioners  shall  report,  as  speedily 
as  may  1>e,  on  the  subject  of  the  trial  by 
jur^,  but  that  it  fioes  not  require  ^  speedy 
Import  on  any  other  of  the  matters  referred 


to  the  commissioners.  Under  other  cir- 
ciimstances,  I  should  have  anxiously  wished 
for  a  speedy  report  on  the  introduction  of 
trial  by  jury,  but  as  things  are  now  cir- 
cumstanced, I  sincerely  hope  that  the  com<» 
missioners  will  take  all  the  h^tode,  and 
use  all  the  delay  that  the  act  will  allow 
—that  they  will  take  full  time  to  d^ibe- 
rate — that,  by  repeated  consideration,  and 
mature  deliberation,  they  will  become^ 
gradually  convinced  of  its  fitness  for  those 
commercial  and  other  causes  to  which  I 
have  so  of^en  alluded,  and  which  are  the 
assigned  motives  for  the  introduction  of 
the  bill  now  under  consideration — that 
they  will  thus  be  induced  to  report  in 
favour  of  trial  by  jury  in  every  competent 
case.  It  is  clear,  that  a  hasty  report, 
under  the  prejudices  which  now  clearly 
exist,  must  De  an  unfavourable  re|>ort,  and 
the  people  of  Scotland  may  thus  be  de- 
prived, not  only  of  the  best  and  wisest  in* 
stitution  for  the  administration  of  justice, 
in  issues  of  fact,  which  the  wit  of  man  has 
ever  yet  contrived,  but  of  an  institution 
which  has  the  greatest  possible  influence 
in  forming  the  national  character. — When 
men  are  daily  called  upon  to  administer 
justice  to  their  equals,  to  consider  and 
weigh  the  rights  of  others,  they  are  sure 
to  contract  the  habit  of  fbrmhig  a  just  un- 
derstanding of  thenr  own  rights  and  privi- 
leges ;  and  although  the  acuninistration  of 
justice,  on  sound  principles  of  judicial 
jurisprudence,  is  the  primary  object  of  the 
measure  under  consideration,  yet  it  is  no 
unimportant  feature  in  the  case,  that  the 
means  of  accomplishing  it  will  have  the 
efiect  of  elevating  the  general  character  of 
,  the  nation,  by  csdling  the  general  mass  of 
the  community  into  a  new  sphere  of  ac- 
tion, calculated  to*  make  them  feel  their 
importance  and  independence. — ^Tbat  trial 
by  jury  in  civil  causes,  and  in  misde* 
meanours,  has  had  most  imfwrtant  effects 
on  the  English  character  ;  that  it  has  fos« 
tered  that  just  anxiety  which  prevails  in 
the  minds  of  Englishmen,  respecting  their 
political  as  well  as  their  civil  liberty,  can- 
not be  doubted  ;  and  there  is  every  rea- 
son to  suppose^  that  it  would  produce  a 
similar  effect  on  the  people  of  Scotland. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  avoid  deprecating  the 
tame,  insipid,  spiritless,  and  discouraging 
language  which  is  applied  to  this  most  ad- 
mirable institution  in  the  bill  before  us. 
An  institution  which  the  experience  of 
ages,  in  this  country,  has  proved  to  be 
the  most  satisfactory  and  expeditious  mode 
for  trying  all  those  questions,  which  do 
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not  belong  peculiarly  to  a  court  of  ec^uity, 
tnd  more  particularly  adapted  to  questions, 
arising  from  increased  commerce,  popu- 
lation and  agriculture,  which  the  preamble 
to  this  bill  assigns  as  the  cause  of  the  in- 
creased namber  of  law-suits  brought  into 
the  Court  of  Session. — Sir,  it  is  impo^ible 
not  to  observe,  that  the  commissioners 
tmder  this  bill,  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
seketion  of  the  ministers  of  the  crown, 
and  not  by  the  choice  of  the  legislature. 
To  this  mode  of  appointment,  at  an  earlier 
stage  of  the  proceeding,  (if  I  had  been 
able  to  be  present),  I  would  hare  given  a 
most  decided  opposition;  as  a  mode  equally 
naconstitutional  aiul  inexpedient.  But  1 
forbear  to  enlarge  upon  it  now,  because, 
in  the  situation  in  which  the  house  now  is, 
it  can  be  attended  with  no  practical  cflect 
to  press  it,  and  it  might  be  attended 
with  the  loss  of  the  bill,  which  is  by  no 
means  my  object,  lor  the  reasons  al- 
ready stated*  My  object,  in  this  stage, 
is  rather  to  discuss  the  subjects  which 
the  conunisstoners  are  to  consider,  than 
to  enter  into  the  question  of  their  ap^ 
pointment,  howerer  objectionable. — Sir, 
there  are  manr  points  for  diseusaion, 
arising  out  of  this  measure :  but,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  house,  at  this  period 
of  the  session,  and  in  the  state  of  my 
health,  I  shall  select  those  which  appear 
to  me  to  be  most  important^ — ^The  house 
will  observe,  in  the  third  page  of  the 
printed  bill,  that  it  is  proposed  to  be 
enacted,  *  That  it  shall  be  competent  to 
'  the  judges  of  either  division,  or  a  quorum 
'  thereof,  in  any  cases  which  shall  appear 
'  to  them  to  be  cases  of  importance  and 
'  difficulty,  to  state  questions  of  law  in 
'  writing  arisins  on  such  cases,  to  require 

*  the  opmion  oi  die  judges  of  the  other  di- 
'  vision  to  be  given  thereupon;  and  such 

*  judges  are  bound  collectively,  or  as  in- 

*  dividual  judges,  to  communicate  their 
«  opinion  to  the  court  referring  to  them.' 
— ^This  regulation  I  consider  to  be  both  at 
variance  with  the  principle  of  the  bill  it- 
self, and  a  violation  of  those  sound,  well- 
known,  and  established  rules,  which  ought, 
invariably^  to  prevail  in  every  well  regu- 
lated judicial  system.  I  feel  this  so  strong- 
ly, that  I  wish  now  to  have  it  understood, 
that  it  is  my  present  intention  to  propose, 
in  the  next  session  of  parliament,  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  on  purpose  to  repeal  this  clause. 
— ^By  the  bill,  there  is  a  choice  of  tribunals 
established,  and  the  judicial  system  of 
Scotland  is  thus  most  materially  and  im- 
portwitly  improved.    Where  a  suit  is  in- 
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stituted,  the  plaintiff  or  purnier  has  it  in 
bis  power  to  choose  either  the  chamber  of 
the  president,  or  that  of  the  justice-clerk. 
But,  by  this  clause,  questions  of  law,  ari»* 
ing  in  a  cause,  are  liable  to  be  transferred 
from  the  tribunal  which  the  party  has- 
chosen,  to  that  which  he  has  avoided, — 
not  by  any  act  of  his  own,  but  at  the  will 
of  othersr-^by  the  independent  act  of  the 
court  in  which  he  brought  his  action,  who 
are  placed  beyond  the  infiuenee  ^  )m 
argument^  and  whom  be  cannot  control 
by  any  application,  calculate  to  opcratn 
on  their  discretion,  or  stay  their  proceed- 
ings. This  is  not  like  the  aiCt  of  a  losing 
parly  proceeding  to  another  tribunal,  hf 
appeal,  but  an  act  of  the  cour^  to  obtain 
a  legal  opinion,  which,  it  is  to  be  pv^ 
snmed,  may  decide  the  caase.  But  this 
is  not  all ;  the  division  or  chamber,  which 
ia  to  state  the  question  of  law  in  writingv 
lor  the  opinion  of  the  other  division  or 
chamber,  are  to  be  themscdvea  theframers 
of  that  question.  The  party,  whose  righta 
is  to  be  decided  by  it,  are  to  luLve  no  sham 
in  framing  it.  It  is  not  to  be  submitted  t9 
them,  nor  the  terms  of  it  settled  in  their 
presence,  k  is  not  to  be  settled  by  the 
interposition  of  their  comsel,  or  by  any 
public  proceeding  of  the  court ;  but  by 
the  act  of  tlie  judges  of  the  division,  in 
private,  behind  the  back  of  the  parties, 
and  without  any  discussion,  to  set  right 
any  mistakes,  in  the  view  which  may  be 
adopted  of  the  question. — ^Thoae  who  Imow 
aay  thing  of  the  proceedings  of  courts  of 
justice,  are  well  aware,  that  the  soundness 
of  an  answer  to  a  question  of  law,  depends 
upon  the  correctness  of  the  statestient  of 
it;  that  the  moat  important  righto  may 
receive  a  perfectly  difierent  decision,  by 
the  manner  in  which  the  case  is  framed^ 
or  the  question  stated.  What  shall  we 
say  then  of  an*  institution  which  ena- 
blcs  the  tribunal,  before  which  a  case  is 
brought,  to  state  Urn  question  of  law,  not 
only  without  the  nratual  discussion  of  the 
advocates  on  both  sides,  but  in  their  ab- 
sence; that  the  case  so- stated,  shall  d«* 
cide  the  cause : .  a  regulation,  which  shall 
enable  the  judges  c^  one  tribunal,  pri- 
vately, to  draw  up  a  question  for  the 
collective  or  individual  opinion  of  the 
judges  of  the  other  tribunal :  an  institu* 
tiott,  by  which  the  judges  who  are  to  g^ive 
their  opinion  on  the  question  of  law,  acre 
not  onl^  not  bound  to  do  it  in  public,  but 
where  it  is  clear  that  it  is  meant^lhat  they 
shall  d4^  it  in  private ;  so  that  a  ease  pri- 
vately drawn  up  by  one  div^iioii,  or  ti^ 
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bunal,  is  to  be  privately  pronounced  upon 
by  the  judges  of  the  other  division,  thus 
a^n  violating  the  best  and  soundest  rules 
of  judicial  jurisprudence — rules  which  the 
\visdoin  of  the  framers  of  the  judicial, 
system  of  this  country  (England)  have 
thought  ^o  es<>ential  to  the  pure  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  NamelVf  that  judg- 
ments shall  be  pronounced  in  public,  be- 
fore a  critical  well-informed  bar ;  and  in 
a  court  where  all  the  world  has  a  right  to 
enter,  to  hear  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
publicly  delivered.  Is  it  possible,  that 
.such  a  violation  of  all  the  best  and  wisest 
maxims  for  securing  judicial  purity,  cal- 
culated equally  to  preserve  individual 
rights,  and  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  pub- 
lic mind,  in  matters  of  judgment,  should 
be  allowed  to  stand  in  your  statute-book  ! 
—But,  sir,  I  have  not  even  now  stated  all 
the  mischief  and  anomaly  of  this  regula- 
tion.- I  believe,  there  is  no  person  who 
knows  any  thing  of  the  administration  of 
justice,  who  does  not  admit,  that  the  judge 
or  tribunal,  that  is  to  decide,  receives  the 
greatest  benefit  from  having  the  case  dis- 
cussed by  counsel  at  the  bar.  Tliis  is  a 
topic  on  which  I  need  not  enlarge,  it  is  so 
universally  admitted.  No  mind,  however 
enlightened,  can  have  the  law  present  to 
it  in  all  its  parts,  and  in  every  aspect. 
The  arguments  of  counsel  refresh  the  re- 
collection, and  inform  the  understanding 
of  the  most  learned  judge  ;  their  industry 
pfoduces  analogous  cases  for  considera- 
tion, and  aids  in  every  respect.  The 
greater  the  learning,  the  more  enlightened 
the  intellect  of  the  judge,  the  more  anxious 
is  he  to  have  this  assistance  afforded  to 
him.  But,  by  the  measure  proposed,  the 
tribunal  upon  which  every  thmg  is  (o  turn, 
the  court  which  is  to  decide  tlie  difficult 
question  of  law,  on  which  the  justice  of 
the  particular  case,  and  the  rights  of  the 
parties  depends,  is  to  do  it  without  hear- 
ing the  argument  of  counsel ;  without  any 
discussion  before  them,  public  orr  private, 
they  are  to  proceed,  upon  the  mere  light 
of  their  own  understanding,  without  any 
aid  whatever.  Thus  it  is  that  the  rights 
of  parties  are  to  be  dealt  with,  under  this 
extraordinary  and  unprecedented  regula- 
tion, The  plaintiff,  or  pursuer,  who  has 
the  choice  of  his  tribunal,  by  the  act  of 
the  court,  without  argupient,  or  protest, 
or  appeal,  to  have  the  court  he  has  chosen 
changed  upon  him.  In  the  same  manner, 
both  parties  are  to  be  subjected  to  have  the 
case  stated  without  their  intervention — ^to 
have  the  judgment  on  the  case  so  stated 
Vol.  XI. 


delivered  in  private,  and  by  judges  who 
have  heard  no  argument,  or  any  discussion 
on  the  subject.  Is  it  possible  more  en- 
tirely to  subvert  every  sound  and  received 
principle  of  jurisprudence  on  the  subject 
of  judicature  ;  and  is  it  possible  that  such 
a  regulation  can  be  allowed  to  continue! 
— Sir^  in  the  consideration  which  I  have 
long,  frequently,  and  repeatedly  bestowed 
on  this  subject,  it  has  occurred  to  me,  that 
as  the  court  of  session  is  to  be  formed  into 
two  chambers,  a  very  simple  regulation 
would  attain  all  the  effect  meant  to  be 
got  by  the  institution,  on  which  I  have 
been  observing,  without  violating  those 
principles  which  should  unifornly  govern 
in  all  judicial  establishments;  while  it 
would,  at  the  same  time,  be  attended 
with  many  other  most  important  im- 
provements in  the  system. — I  readily  ad- 
mit, that  it  may  be  very  ditlicult  to  secure 
uniformity  in  the  law,  where  there  is  no- 
thing to  copnect  the  court,  and  that  the 
two  tribunals  or  divisions  of  the  court, 
about  to  be  established,  would,  without 
mutual  communication,  in  the  end,  adopt 
different  principles  of  decision,  unless 
there  were  some  mode  of  communicating 
upon  and  discussing  the  same  points,  or 
some  corrective  power  by  th«  one  tribunal 
over  the  acts  of  the  other.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
served, that  in  the  court  of  session,  as  now 
constituted,  there  is  a  mode  of  re-hearing 
a  cause,  after  a  decision  or  interlocutor  of 
the  court  has  been  pronounced,  by  what 
is  called  '  a  reclaiming  petition.'  This 
mode,  now  that  there  is  but  one  court,  is 
the  only  course  of  proceeding  that  can  be 
adopted ;  but  it  is  necessarily  attended 
with  a  most  grievous  defect  in  the  judicial 
system,  being  an  dipped]  ab  eodan  adeundan, 
from  the  same  court  to  the  same  court. 
Now,  is  it  not  most  extraordinary,  that 
when  the  means  is  obtained,  by  the  divi- 
sion of  the  court  into  two  chambers,  to  get 
rid  of  the  same  tribunal  judging  the  same 
case  over  again,  that  the  proceeding,  by 
reclaiming  petition,  for  any  thing  con»- 
tained  in  this  bill,  is  left  where  it  was. 
So  that  if  a  suit  shall  be  commenced  in 
the  court  of  the  president,  and  either  party 
discontented  with  the  interlocutor,  or  de-^ 
cree,  the  same  court  or  division  is  to  hear 
it  over  again.  If,  instead  of  leaving  this 
without  any  regulation,  and  permitting  the 
reclaiming  petition  thus  to  make  the  same 
tribunal  revise  its  previous  judgment,  it 
had  been  enacted,  that  the  reclaimihg  pe- 
tition should  carry  the  review  to  the  other 
tribimal.     That  is,  if  a  judji;meut  pro^ 
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nounced  in  the  president's  court,  had 
been  carried  by  reclaiming  petition  to  the 
court  of  the  justice-clerk,  and  a  judgment 
of  the  justice-clerk's  court  carried  by  re- 
claiming petition  to  that  of  the  president's 
court,  the  one  would  have  acted  as  a  court 
of  review  upon  the  other.  And  thus  tiie 
parties  would  have  the  judgment  of  all  the 
wisdom  of  both  courts.  The  satisfaction 
arising  from  this  would  have  a  direct  ten- 
dency to  stop  farther  litigation — Appeals 
to  the  house  of  lords  would  thus  gradually 
diminish — the  incongruity  of  an  appeal  ab 
eodem  ad  eundem  would  be  got  rid  of;  and 
the  law,  by  being  thus  liable  to  be  dis- 
cussed in  the  same  cause  by  both  tribu- 
nals, would  be  kept  uniform.  This  I  con- 
ceive to  be  a  mntter  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, and  extremely  fit  for  further 
regulation  by  parliament.  Nor  can  it  be 
said  that  this  mode  of  proceeding  would 
deprive  the  party  of  the  tribunal  which  he 
had  originally  chosen.  It  might  as  well 
be  said,  that  introducing  the  Exchequer 
Chamber  (as  a  court  of  error)  into  the  ju- 
dicial system  of  England  would  change  the 
tribunal  where  a  writ  of  error  is  brought. 
In  this  country  (England)  when  a  party 
institutes  his  action  at  law,  he  has  it  in 
his  chotce  to  commence  it  in  any  of  the 
three  courts  (with  the  exception  of  real 
actions  which  need  not  now  be  entered 
into),  in  the  King's-bench,  Common  Pleas, 
or  Exchequej*.  But  it  never  could  be  said, 
that  when  an  action  is  commenced  in  the 
Xing' s-bench,  that  if  the  losing  party  car- 
ries it  to  the  Exchequer-chamber,  tfie  tri- 
bunal originally  chosen  is  cha»iged  against 
the  will  and  without  the  consent  of  him 
who  chose  it.  A  tribunal  cannot  be  said 
to  be  changed  when  it  is  appealed  from  : 
hut  if  the  judges  of  the  Kine's-bench  were 
authorised  to  refer  the  law  ofa  case  brought 
before  them  to  the  Court  of  Common 
Picas,  and  to  receive  the  law  from  that 
tribunal,  and  were  to  be  influenced  by  and 
to  act  on  that  opinion,  then  the  tribunal 
vmuld  be  changed  without  the  consent,  nay 
against  the  consent  of  the  plaintiiF,  who 
had  selected,  as  he  was  entitled  to  select, 
the  king's  bench  to  judge  his  case  in  the 
first  instance.  But  if  the  losing  party  car- 
ried his  case  by  writ  of  error  t6  the  supe- 
rior tribunal,  thai  would  be  an  appeal  to  a 
higher  power,  not  a  change  to  a  co-ordinate 
court.  In  the  same  manner,  the  regula- 
tion which  I  propose  would  be  an  appeal 
to  another  or  reviewing  tribunal,  and  would 
not  be  a  change  of  court  without  or  against 
the  consent  of  the  party.- — ^1  now  come  to 


that  partof  the  subject  which  I  conceive  to 
be  by  fai'  the  most  important  improvement 
that  can  be  made  in  IScots  judicature,  next 
to  the  introduction  of  trial  by  jury.  I 
meauthe  manner  in  whichdecided  casesare 
reported,  in  what  are  called  in  this  country 
reports,  in  Scotland  decisions.  This  sub- 
ject, important  as  I  conceive  it  to  be,  has 
formed  no  part  of  any  bill  yet  brought 
forward,  ana  has  never,  as  far  as  I  know, 
received  any  public  discussion  any  where- 
It  is  a  subject  on  which  I  have  thought 
repeatedly  and  anxiously;  and  after  con- 
sidering it  in  every  point  of  view,  I  can 
see  no  objection  whatever  to  the  regula- 
tion which  I  am  about  to  suggest,  and 
which  I  shall  endeavour  to  carry  into 
effect,  by  moving  to  insert  it  as  one  of  the 
matters  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration 
and  report  of  the  commissioners.  It  does 
not  seem  to  me  that  there  can  be  thcf  least 
objection  to  its  introduction  in  that  way^  be- 
cause directing  the  inquiry  concludes  no- 
thing ;  and  it  must  be  a  great  advantage 
to  suggest  to  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
missioners a  matter  so  very  important,  and 
what  might  not  otherwise  be  considered 
by  them  as  a  subject  with  respect  to  which 
they  are  authorised,  by  any  general  words 
in  the  bill,  to  examine  and  report.  But 
before  I  enter  upon  the  merits  of  this  most 
material  question,  I  wish  to  obviate  an  ob- 
jection which  I  am  aware  will  be  made  to 
my  amendment,  I  know  it  will  be  said, 
that  what  regards  the  mode  of  reporting 
cases,  or  collecting  decisions,  is  a  matter 
for  the  court  to  regulate  by  rules  of  court, 
(in  Scotland  called  acts  of  sederunt.)  To 
this  I  answer,  that  the  commissioners  are 
directed  to  inquire  into,  and  report  respect- 
ing matters  which  are  equally  the  subject 
of  acts  of  sederunt.  It  appears,  by  the 
recital  in  the  fifth  page  of  the  bill,  that  the 
commissioners  are  to  inquire  into  the  forms 
of  process ;  and  it  is  enacted  in  the  sixth 
page,  that  they  should  report  in  what 
manner  the  forms  of  process  might  be  im- 
proved, and  the  particular  matters,  many 
of  which  might  be  regulated  by  acts  of 
sederunt,  are  there  specified. — What  I 
shall  propose,  therefore,  is  only  adding 
one  furtlier  head  of  inquiry  to  those  at 
remly  inserted  of  a  similar  nature,  to  en- 
able the  legislature  to  judge,  with  full  in- 
formation, obtained  fiom  the  repoi't  of  the 
commissioners,  of  a  subject  which  cannot 
fail  to  appear  to  be  one  of  great  impov- 
tajice. — But,  besides,  sir,  as  the  court  ii 
now  constituted,  and  as  it  wiH  remain  con- 
stituted even  after  this  bill  passes  into  a 
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law,  1  despair,  without  the  authoritatire 
intervention  of'  the  legislature,  of  seeing 
any  thing  done  on  this  subject.  Although 
the  court  is  divided  into  two  chambers,  for 
the   purpose    of  dispensing  justice,    the 

,  power  of  naaking  acts  of  sederunt,  or  rules 
of  court,  is  still  to  remain  with  the  whole 
body  of  fifteen  Judges  acting  together  for 
that  purpose  ;  so  that  thrre  is  no  power 
given  to  each  chamber  or  division  of 
making  rules  for  itself.  I  am  not  discuss- 
ing whether  this  is  right  or  wrong,  but 
ihewinff  that,  if  the  mode  of  reporting 
which  1  have  to  propose  has  been  viewed 
with  any  prejudice  by  the  court  of  session 
heretofore,  it  is  probable  that  that  preju- 
dice will  continue  to  operate.  But,  oe- 
sides  this,  it  is  very  material  to  know, 
that  the  system  of  reporting  which  1  pro- 
pose to  recommend  for  introduction,  has, 
in  fact  been  already  attempted,  and  has 
been  suppressed  by  the  court  of  session. — 
A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Bell,  who 
showed  himself  highly  qualified  for  the 
business,  whose  reports  are  universally 
allowed  to  be  most  accurate,  did  commence 
reporting  the  opinions  of  the  judges  in- 
dividually. But  his  reports  \\»ere  for- 
bidden, by  the  court  of  session,  to  be  cited 
as  authority  in  that  court;  and,  by  this 
means,  after  having  acquired  great  reputa- 
tion, Mr.  Bell  was  obliged  to  abandon  his 
];mrsuit  I  do  not  mention  this  with  a 
view  to  find  fault  with  the  acts  of  the 
court ;  they  may  have  been  influenced  by 
a  sense  of  duty  in  protecting  the  regularly 
sippointed  collectors  of  decisions.  But  1 
mention  it  as  a  most  important  fact,  to 

•  show  the  opinion  of  the  court  upon  such  a 
subject,  and  to  satisfy  the  house  that,  with- 
out the  interposition  of  parliament,  it  is 
riot  to  be  expected,  but  that  the  same  body 
will  continue  the  same  prejudices,  or  act, 
if  you  will,  from  the  same  sense  of  duty  as 
they  did  before.  There  is  nothing  that  I 
Can  see  to  change  their  mind  ;  for  the  ob- 
jection of  the  court  does  not  arise  to  this 
mode  of  reporting,  from  their  strictness  in 
refusing  information,  unless  it  is  known  to 
come  from  sources  of  established  authority 
oiily.  On  the  contrary,  the  court  of  ses- 
sion is  very  liberal  in  that  respect.  But 
Mr.  Bell's  reports  (and  hia  fidelity  and 
accuracy  was  never  doubted)  gave  the 
opinion  of  each  judge  in  detail,  a  thing  to 
which  the  court  had  not  been  accustom- 
ed, and  which  they  disliked.  Now,  sk, 
this  is  exactly  what  I  am  anxious  to  have 
introduced  into  the  judicial  system  of  Scot- 
land, as  one  of  the  most  important  regula- 


tions which  can  be  devised ;  without 
which,  their  law  never  can  be  improved, 
or  their  judicial  conduct  reach  the  perfec- 
tion of  which  it  is  capable. — The  giving 
the  opinions  of  the  judges  specifically,  iu 
detail  and  in  substance,  with  accuracy  and 
correctness,  in  the  repoits  of  decided 
cases,  goes  a  greater  way  to  secure  an 
anxious  and  accurate  discharge  of  the  ju- 
dicial function  than  almost  any  other  re- 
gulation that  can  be  made.  When  the 
words  of  a  judge  are  to  be  forgotten  as 
soon  as  spoken,  when  there  is  to  be  no 
written  memorial  of  what  he  has  said, 
one  great  incitement  to  accuracy  and  at- 
tention is  removed;  when  on  the  other 
hand,  his  words  and  opinions  are  sure  to 
be  recorded,  to  the  desire  of  distinguishing 
himself  tor  the  moment,  before  the  bar  and 
bystanders,  is  added  that  most  powerful  of 
all  incitements  to  human  exertion,  found- 
ed in  a  propensity  deeply  planted  in  the 
breast  of  every  man  who  is  actuated  by 
an  honourable  and  honest  ambition,  the 
desire  of  having  his  name  and  reputation 
handed  down  to  posterity.  When  judges 
are  to  have  their  opinions  thus  set  forth  to 
the  public  in  printed  volumes,  which  arc 
to  be  the  authority  for  future  jud^ents, 
it  insures  due  and  deliberate  consideration 
of  what  they  are  to  say,  and  checks  any 
tendency  to  looseness  of  thought,  defect 
of  information,  or  inaccuracy  in  deliver- 
ing what  has  been  deliberately  and  pre- 
viously considered.  But  the  mode  of  re- 
porting decisions  of  the  court  of  session, 
gives  no  security  for  any  thing  of  the  sort. 
— ^This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  collectors  of 
decisions,  who  are  always  gentlemen  of  a 
certain  number  of  years  standing  at  the 
bar,  well  qualified  no  doubt  for  the  dis- 
charge of  that  or  any  other  duty,  being 
chosen  by  the  faculty  of  advocates  from 
among  their  own  body.  I  mean  no  reflec- 
tion on  them,  nor  do  1  mean  any  reflection 
on  the  court ;  I  am  discussing  natural  ef- 
fects, arising  from  natural  causes,  with  the 
freedom  which  the  subject  requires,  and 
which  this  place  admits ;  but  1  trust  I  am 
doing  so  in  strict  conformity  to  what  I 
promised  at  the  outset,  that  I  am  stating 
my  views  of  the  subject  in  a  manner  strictly 
judicial,  and  without  any  tendency  to 
eagerness  of  debate. — In  Scotland  the  de- 
cisions consist  of  an  abridgement  of  the  ar- 
guments on  each  side,  taken  from  the 
printed  papers  in  the  cause.  This  is  fol- 
lowed by  the  interlocutor  or  judgment  of 
the  court,  which  is  usually  comprised  in 
one  short  sentence;  but  not  one  word  is 
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given  of  what  the  judges  deliver  as  the 
grounds  of  law  on  which  the  interlocutor  is 
founded.  When  these  decisions  are  to  be  ap- 
plied, therefore,  there  is  no  way  by  which 
the  opinion  of  the  court  is  to  be  collected. 
You  can  only  guess  that  the  best  argu- 
ments, afforded  by  the  side  which  prevails, 
were  probably  the  grounds  of  determina- 
tion  adopted   by  the  court;    but  if  the 
court  went  on  ditlerent  grounds,  the  deci- 
sions contain  nothing  to  show  it.     When 
the  court  is  divided,  nothing  appears  to 
show  the  division;  there  is  no  appreciating 
in  such  a  case  the  value  of  the  decision, 
by  the   weight  of  the  reasoning,  or  the 
character  of  the  judges  on  the  one  side  or 
the  other.     When  the  cases  come  to  the 
court  of  appeal,  the  opinions  of  thf'  judges 
below  (which  are  now  always  asked  for)  arc 
only  to  be  had  from  notes  ill  taken  by  per- 
sons who,  from  want  of  habit  in  taking 
them,  for  reports  to  be  published,  are  not 
possessed  of  the  art  of  taking  notes.     In 
one  recent  instance,  indeed,  the  notes  of 
the  judges  speeches  have  been  revised  by 
themselves,  and  printed  (in  the  late  case 
respecting  the  augmentation  of  ministers* 
stipends) ;  but  this  has  been  very  rare,  and 
is  not  generally  practicable,  as  the  judges, 
even  if  they  were  inctined  to  it,  have  not 
always  time  for  it.     What  I  wish,  there- 
fore, is,  that  some  plan  should  be  suggested 
by  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  which 
may  induce  the   legislature  to  put  an  end 
to  the  present  system  of  reporting  in  Scot- 
land, and  to  put  it  on  the  footing  on  which 
it  has  always  stood  in  this  country. — From 
the  period  of  the  year-books  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  from  the  reigns  of  the  Henrys 
and  the  Edwards,  to  the  publication  of  the 
last  number  of  the  Term  Reports,  it  has  been 
the  constant  and  invariable  course  to  give 
the  opinions  of  all  the  judges,  when  they 
delivered  their  opinions  seriatim,  or  to  give 
the  solemn  judgment  of  the  chief  when  he 
delivers  the  opinion  of  all  the  court.     It 
is  this  habit  and  custom  which  has  not 
only  served  to  form  the  character  of  Eng- 
lish judges  and  English  courts,  but  it  is 
this  which  has  been  the  means  of  unfold- 
ing the  great  and  leading  maxims  of  the 
law,  of  illustrating  and  con6rming  them, 
and  handing  I  hem  down  from  age  to  age,  so 
as  to  trace  them  with  certainty  to  the  text 
authors;  enabling  us  thus  to  conjinn  their 
doctrines  and    principles,    or  to  correct 
them,  and  has  thereby  tixed  the  law  of 
England   upon    sure   unalterable    princi- 
ples;   and   thus  the  reports  of  English 
cases  are  calculated  at  once  to  inform 


the  mind  of  the  student,  refresh  the  re- 
collection of  the  practising  lawyer,  to  give 
certainty   to   the    law,    and    security   to 
our  civil  rights.    These  topics  have  been 
bften  dwelt  upon  by  those  whose  pur- 
suits have  led  them  to  consider  this'' sub- 
ject.     But  it  has  been    more  ably  un- 
folded  by  a  noble  friend  of  mine,  in  his 
preface  to  the  reports  of  the  cases  decided 
in  the  Court  of  King's-bench,  in  the  time 
of  lord  Mansfield,  than  by  any  other  wri- 
ter on  the  law  whatever — I  mean  lord 
Glenbervie.     We  are   all,  sir,    well  ac- 
quainted with  the  excellence  of  his  reports 
on  subjects  materially  connected  with  a 
most  i.nportant  branch   of  the  duties  of 
this  house.     But  his  reports  of  the  deci- 
sions of  election  committees  are  not  more 
eminent  in  their  line  than  his  law  reports 
are  in  theirs.     I  am  sure  I  do  not  go  be- 
yond  what  all  the  persons  of  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law,  now  listening  to  me, 
and  the  bar  and.  bench  throughout,  will 
support  me  in,  when  1  say,  that  that  work, 
in  all  its  parts,  stands  as  high  in  repxitation 
as  the  most  eminent  reports  in  the  law  of 
England,    and  that   the   preface  to    that 
work,  which  gives  the  history  and  effect  of 
law  reports  in  England,  is  most  accurate 
in  its  deti^ils,  and   mast  sound  in  its  con- 
clusions.    Every  part  of  that  preface  is, 
for  this  purpose,  well  worth  perusing.     It 
shews  that  the  voluntary  acts  of  individuals 
who,  like  himself  from  time  to  time  under- 
took the   duty,  were  subsequently   sanc- 
tioned by  the  court ;  and  that  the  law  has 
been,  by  this  means,  presented   and  im- 
proved.    But  ray  purpose  in  referring  to 
it  now  is,  to  shew  the  efiect  which,  ac- 
cording to  his  account,  it  has  had  in  form- 
ing the  law  of  England. — Lord  Glenbervie 
says,  in  his  preface  to  the  KingVbench 
Reports,  *  The  immediate  province  of  the 
'  courts  of  justice  is,  to  administeV  the  law 
'  in  particular  cases.     But  it  is  equally  a 
'  branch  of  their  duty,   and  one   of  still 
'  greater  importance  to  the  community,  to 
'  expound  the  law  they  administer,  upon 
'  such  principles  of  argument  and  constnic- 
'  tion  as  may  furnish  rules  which  shall  eo- 
'  vern  in  all  similar  or  analogous  cases.^ — 
'Such  are   the   various    modifications  of 
'  which  property  are  .susceptible,  so  bound- 
'  less  the  diversity  of  relations  which  may 
'  arise  in  civil  life,  so  infinite  the  possible 
'  combinations  of  events  andcircumstances^ 
'  that  they  elude  the  power  of  enumeration, 
'  and  are  beyond  the  reach  of  human  fore- 
'  sight.     A  moment's  reflection,  therefore, 
'  serves  to  evince,  that  it  would  be  impoi- 
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*  sible,  by  positive  aud  direct  legislative 

*  authority,  specially  to  provide  for  every 
'  particular  case  which  may  happen. 
'  Hence  it  has  been  found  expedient  to 
'  entrust  to  the  wisdom  and  experience  of 
'  Judges,  the  power  of  deducing,  from  the 
'  more  general  proposition  of  the  law, 
'  such  necessary  corollaries  as  shall  appear, 
'  though  not  expressed  in  words,  to  be 
'  within  their  intent  and  meaning.     Dc- 

*  ductions  thus  formed  and  established  in 
'  the  adjudication  of  particular  causes,  be- 
'  come,  in  a  manner,  part  of  the  ,text  of 
'  the  law.  Succeeding  judges  receive 
'  them  as  such,  and,  in  general,  consider 
'  themselves  as  bound  to  adhere  to  them 
'  no  less  strictly  than  to  the  express  dic- 
'  tates  of  the  legislature.' — The  doctrine 
here  maintained  relates  to  reports  which 
contain  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  with 
names  of  each  judge  prefixed  to  what  he 
is  reported  to  have  said  on  the  question  ; 
and  it  is  to  these  opinions,  so  reported, 
that  so  much  respect  is  paid.  Those  are 
the    opinions    which    succeeding  judges 

*  receive  as  text  law,  and  to  which  they 
'  consider  themselves  bound  to  adhere,  no 

*  less  strictly  than  to  the  express  dictates 

*  of  the  legislature.* — A  nation  where  the 
judicial  habit  has  been  thus  formed  and 
fixed,  cannot  fail  to  have  advanced  as 
near  to  certainty  and  perfection  in  the 
distribution  of  justice  as  human  nature  is 
capable  of.  To  impress  this  view  of  the 
subject,  so  instrumental  in  forming  the  ju- 
dicial character,  so  well  adapted  to  fix  the 
principles  of  law,  and  so  important  to  sub- 
stantial justice,  I  wish  to  add  the  eminent 
authority  of  sir  William  Blackstone  to  that 
of  lord  Glenbervie  ;  an  authority  which 
is  now  canonized  by  death,  for,  you  know, 
sir,  that  by  the  rules  of  our  courts,  you 
cannot  quote  a  living  person  as  a  text  air- 
thority.  In  the  first  volume  of  his  com- 
mentaries, sir  William  Blackstone  says  : 

*  The  decisions  of  our  courts  are  held  in 
'  the  highest  regard,  and  are  not  only  prc- 
'  served  as  authentic  records,  but  are 
'  handed  to  us  in  the  Reports,  which  form 

*  the  lawyer's  library.  These  Reports  con- 
'  tain  the  arguments  on  both  sides,  and 
'  the  reasons  which  the  court  gave  for  its 

*  judgment,  taken  down  in  short  notes,  by 
'  persons  present  at  the  determination. 
'  Besides  the  reporters,  there  arc  the  an- 
'  cient  writers  on  the  law,  from  Glanville 
'  to  lord  Coke,  all  which  forms  the  chief 

*  corner-stone  of  the  laws  of  England,  pre- 

*  served  in  our  records,  explained  in  our 
'  reports,  and  digested  in  the  authoritative 


'  writings  of  the  memorable  sages  of  the 
'  law.' — Blackstone  here  expkins  the 
mode  in  which  the  reports  are  made.  .  He 
shews  the  reliance  which  is  placed  in 
them,  and  the  effect  which  they  have  had 
in  forming,  methodizing,  and  confirming 
the  law  of  Eng^nd.  1  hope  I  am  not 
guilty  of  any  disregard  or  want  6f  attach- 
ment to  the  country  to  which  I  belong,  by 
shewing  great  anxiety  and  extraordinary 
earnestness  to  extend  to  that  country  a 
system  which  has  been  attended  with  such 
real  solid  benefit  in  this  country,  and  that 
I  am  not  deceived  by  an  unjust  and  par- 
tial leaning  to  the  institutions  of  this 
country,  in  which  I  have  contracted  my 
legal  habits,  and  formed  rny  professional 
opinions,  when  I  consider  that  the  mode 
used  here  is  calculated  to  promote  and 
serve  all  the  great  objects  to  which  I  have 
so  often  alluded.  Namely,  responsibility 
in  judges  for  what  they  say,^as  well  as 
what  they  do,  correctness  of  judicial  cha- 
,racter,  great  previous  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  uue  attention  to  the  mode  of 
delivery  ;  these  are  its  effects  on  the 
judges.  As  to  the  law,  it  affords  a  cer- 
tain means  of  discovering  the  principles 
of  decision  in  the  particular  case  ;  ot  as* 
certaining  the  grounds  of  difference  where 
the  court  is  divided  ;  of  ^appreciating 
the  value  of  different  opinions  or  judg- 
ments which  may  have  tal^en  place.  It 
is  the  grand  and  principal  source  and 
fountain  of  the  law,  and  affords  a  sure 
and  certain  mode  of  ascertaining  it  at  the 
time,  of  fixing  it,  and  handing  it  down  to 
posterity.  It  is  from  those  voluntary 
acts  of  reporting  by  individuals  that  the 
law  of  this  country  has  derived  the  most 
extraordinary  advantages.  It  is  to  the 
liberal  enjcouragement  thus  given  by  the 
judges  of  England  to  the  efforts  of  indivi- 
duals, that  we  are  indebted  for  the  re- 
ports by  which  lord  chief  justice  Dyer 
and  sir  Edward  Coke  enriched  the  law  of 
England,  and  that  we  have  such  just  me- 
morials of  the  decisions  of  lord  ^olt  and  ' 
lord  Mansfield. — All  this,  as  1  have  just 
said,  has  been  the  result  of  the  voluntary 
acts  of  individuals  who  have  addicted 
themselves  to  ihii  pursuit,  and  it  has  been 
fortunate  for  England  that  such  persona 
existed ;  for  their  labours,  without  any 
establishment  for  the  purpose,  sanctioned 
by  the  subsequent  approbation  of  the 
courts,  where  their  rfeports  have  been  re- 
ceived as  authentic  evidence  of  judicial 
opinions,  has  attained  the  end. — ^It  may  he 
thought  by  some,  indeed,  t " 
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ment  would  have  aided  these  exertions. 
But  in  England  it  appears  that  the  au^iio- 
rity  of  the  state  was  not  necessary  to  pre- 
vent a  particular  set  of  prejudices  from 
obstructing  the  voluntary  labour  of  indivi- 
duals in  this  great  work  of  public  judicial 
utility. — It  is  not  so,  however,  in  Scotland. 
There  are  many  persons  of  high  authority 
there  who  may  be  unwilling  to  have  it  set 
about  at  all ;  and  it  is  very  unlikely,  espe- 
cially after  what  happened  to  Mr.  Beirs 
reports,  that  an  individual  will  again  at- 
tempt reporting  upon  this  plan.  To  re- 
move all  those  difficulties,  1  should  think 
it  advisable  to  counteract  the  prejudices 
of  the  court  by  legislative  authority  ;  and 
to  provide  most  mmutely  and  particularly 
for  all  the  means  of  accomplishing  a  sys- 
tem of  reporting  in  the  most  perfect  mau- 
ner,  instead  of  collecting  decisions  in  tlie 
present  form,  where  the  opinions  of  the 
Judges,  as  I  have  said,  are  never  given,  but 
only  the  mere  words  of  the  interlocutor 
or  decree. — There  ought  to  be  an  institu- 
tion of  short  hand  writers  to  take  notes  of 
the  arguments  of  counsel,  and  the  opinions 
of  the  judges ;  these,  when  translated 
from  the  short-hand,  should  be  delivered 
over  to  the  collectors  of  decisions,  an  in- 
stitution which  might  thus  be  rendered 
very  useful,  to  methodize  and  abridge, 
and  give  them  legal  shape,  form,  and  cor- 
rectness. In  extraordinary  cases,  the 
judges  themselves  might  revise  and  cor- 
rect the  account  of  their  opinions.  Such 
an  establishment,  under  proper  regulations 
(not  necessary  to  detail,  but  easily  con- 
ceived) would  soon  alter  the  whole  tone  of 
judicial  proceetling.  Solemnity  in  judg- 
ment would  become  the  characteristic  of 
the  court,  and  the  cases  in  which  there 
had  been  a  division  of  opinion  on  the 
bench  would  become  the  most  authentic 
and  u^ful  sources  of  legal  information. 
Uniformity  of  decision  would'  be  secured 
from  age  to  age,  and  the  fluctuation  of 
judgment  and  of  law,  so  much  complained 
•  of  as  to  Scotland,  would  be  gradually 
cured. — Sir,  I  shall  trouble  the  house  no 
longer  on,  this  important  subject.  There 
are  many  nuterial  parts  of  the  bill,  and 
xpany  to|>ics  relating  to  the  general  mea- 
gre on  which  I  have  not  touched  at  all, 
not  because  I  had  not  much  to  observe 
i^pon  them,  but  because  the  period  of  the 
session,  the  state  of  attendance,  and,  above 
all,  a  determination  to  avoid  all  eagerness 
of  agitation,  by  getting  into  topics  where  it 
would  have  been  impossible  to  avoid  com- 
parisoD  with  another  measiure,  (loipd  Greo- 


ville's,)  has  made  me  avoid  them.  I  am 
happy  in  having  had  the  opportunity  of 
delivering  myseUf  on  this  subject,  so  inte^ 
resting  to  the  country  to  which  I  belong* 
and  of  course  so  interesting  to  me.  I  caa 
make  no  return  to  that  country,  which  iia« 
shewn  me  much,  very  much  kindness,  but 
by  testifying,  by  every  means  in  my 
power,  that  I  am  devoted  to  its  best  inte- 
rests ;  that  I  do  my  utmost  to  understand 
them,  and  am  anxious  to  make  them  the 
subject  of  public  discussion  and  considera- 
tion. I  have  to  return  you,  sir,  and  the 
few  gentlemen  present,  my  sincere  thanks 
for  the  very  kind  and  flattering  attention 
with  which  you  and  they  have  honoured 
me.  I  shall  only  add,  that  when  you  coine 
to  the  part  of  the  bill  which  relates  to  the 
inquiry  of  the  Commissioners,  I  shall  move 
an  amendment  on  the  subject  which  I 
have  last  discussed,  as  an  instruction  for 
the  Commissioners  to  inquire  into,  and  re* 
port  as  to  the  collecting  of  decisions.  I 
trust,  sir,  that  both  in  the  nature  of  my 
motion,  and  in  the  manner  in  which  I 
have  addressed  the  house,  I  have  per* 
formed  the  promise  I  made  at  the  outset, 
and  that  I  have  persevered  throughout,  in 
a  temperate  and  candid  discussion  of  this 
grave  and  interesting  subject. 

In  page  1 1,  line  34-,  of  the  bill,  aC^er  the 
word  '  Sessions,'  Mr.  Adam  moved  to  in- 
sert the  following  words :  "  And  whereas 
it  would  be  expedient,  that  proper  regula* 
tions  should  be  made  for  the  reporting 
the  decisions  of  the  respective  Chambers, 
with  the  opinions  which  the  Judges  de- 
liver in  pronouncing  those  decisions,  and  to 
make  proper  regulations  respecting  them.'' 
If  this  recital  had  been  agreed  to,  Mr. 
Adapo  had  prepared  an  enacting  clause  to 
answer  it ;  but  this  motion  being  negap 
tived,  it  was  npt  competent  to  him  to  more 
the  enacting  part, — After  a  few  words 
from  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  ia 
support  of  the  bill,  it  was- read  a  third 
time  and  passed* 


HOUSE   OF   COMMOI^. 

Saturday,  June  25. 
[Mr.  Palmer's  Claim.]  The  CStmodhr 
qfttie  Exchequer  stated,  that  it  waa  not  his 
intention  to  move  the  second  reading  of 
Mr.  Palmer's  bill.  A  communication  bad 
been  made  to  him,  that  it  was  not  the  wish 
of  Mr.  Palmer  that  any  frirther  step  shoold, 
at  present,  be  taken  on  it,  therefore, 
agreeably  to  what  he  had  said  last  nigb^ 
he  should  not-prooeed  further  itt  tbe  hOL 
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HOUSE   OP   LORDS. 

Monday,  Jime  27. 


[Appropriation  Act.]  On  the  motion 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdak  took  occasion  to 
reprobate  the  manner  in  which;  of  late 
years,  grants  of  money  were  brought  be- 
fore their  lordships,  and  which  went  to 
deprive  their  lordships  of  all  power  of 
inquiry  into  the  causes  of  such  grants. 
These  grants  were  made  part  of  the  Appro- 
priation act ;  and  as  their  lordships  could 
make  no  alteration  in  the  act  without  dis- 
turbing the  arrangement  of  the  supplies 
for  the  public,  they  were  therefore  debar- 
red from  making  any  amendment  at  all  in 
the  present  act.  This  act  contained  the 
grant  to  the  college  of  Maynooth,  and 
another  of  1,500,000/.  to  the  East  India 
company.  He  thought  these  two  grants 
ought  to  have  been  made  the  subject  of 
two  distinct  bills,  that  they  might  be  dis- 
cussed on  their  respective  merits.  Above 
k\\,  were  their  lordships  prepared  to  con- 
cur in  the  grant  of  the  latter  sum,  without 
a  tittle  of  information  before  the  house  to 
shew  the  fairness  and  propriety  of  such  a 
grant  ?  Were  their  lordships'  hands  thus 
to  be  tied  up  respecting  such  important 
matters,  they  might  as  well  close  their 
doors,  for  surely  that  house  would  then 
have  become  useless,  and  as  such,  must 
utterly  sink  in  the  estimation  of  the  coan- 
try.  His  lordship  could  iiot  suffer  this 
item  to  be  proceeded  in  without  some  in- 
formation. He  should  therefore  move, 
"  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  commons,' 
requesting  the  S-eport  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany." 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  said,  that  it  was  a  sub- 
ject of  great  importance,  and  that  the  affairs 
of  the  East  Itidia  company  ought  to  be 
inquired  into ;  for  such  was  their  manage- 
ment, that  he  believed  it  would  be  better 
for  this  country  that  the  East  India  com- 
pany should  lose  their  possessions  in  that 
quarter  of  the  globe  altogether ;  and  it 
might  be  desirable  that  such  an  event 
»kould  happen  soon,  rather  than  increase 
our  grants  of  large  sums  of  the  public 
money. 

Lord  Hawkesbttri/  contended,  that  in  res- 
pect to  the  grant  made  to  Maynooth 
college,  nothing  had  been  done  upon 
this  occasion,  but  what  the  legislature  had 
done  with  regard  to  former  grants  of  this 
nature  to  the  same  college.  When  the 
last  grant  was  voted  by  the  house  of  com- 


mons, it  was  incorporated  in  the  Appropri- 
ation act,  and  if  there  was  no  objection  at 
that  time,  he  did  not  perceive  why  it 
should  have  been  included  in  a  separate 
bill  at  this  time.  The  principle  of  not  in- 
cluding in  such  a  bill  such  grants  as  might 
have  a  tendency  to  cause  their  lordships 
dissent  to  the  bill  altogether,  was  one  which 
ought  to  be  attended  to,  and  had  been  con- 
sidered in  Mr.  Palmer's  case.  The  grant 
made  to  the  East  India  company  was  in 
respect  to  what  was  due  to  them.  He 
should  not  enter  at  large  into  the  merits  of 
the  observations  made  by  the  noble  earl, 
whether  we  had  not  better  be  deprived  of 
these  possessions  altogether,  but  should  not 
give  his  assent  to  the  motion  now  before 
the  house. 

Lord  Holland  did  not  wish  to  protract 
the  present  discussion,  but  he  must  observe, 
that  if  the  house  were  thus  to  be  treated, 
if  they  were  thus  to  proceed  without  ne- 
cessary information,  they  had  better  shut 
their  doors  at  once  than  be  degraded  in 
the  public  estimation. — ^Thc  motion  was 
then  negatived  without  a  division. 

[Curates  Residence  Bill,]  The  Earl 
of  Buckinghamshire,  previous  to  their  lord- 
ships entering  into  any  discussion  upon 
this  bill,  moved,  "  That  a  Return  be  made 
of  M  the  benefices  in  the  kingdom  of  400/. 
and  upwards,  distinguishing  thbse  where 
the  incumbent  was  not  resident  either  three 
months  at  one  time,  or  four  months  at  se-" 
parate  times.*' 

Lord  Harrawh/  opposed  the  motion,  as 
it  then  stood,  and  proposed  an  amendrtient, 
omitting  the  words  '  distinguishing  those,* 
and  in  that  shape  he  had  no  inclhiation  to' 
oppose  the  motion. 

The  Archbishop  o{  Canterbury  represent- 
ed the  great  difficulty  which  would  attend 
any  attempt  to  gain  the  desired  informa- 
tion. 

Viscount  Sidntouth  expressed  his  concur- 
rence \n  the  motion  as  proposed  by  the 
noble  earl ;  afler  which  the  house  divided : 
Contents  16;  Non-contents  28.  Majority 
against  the  motion  12. 

The  Bishop  of  London  then  rose,  and 
stated  that  he  trusted  the  house  would  ex- 
cuse any  omission  he  might  make  in  de- 
livering his  sentiments ;  for  he  felt  the 
pressure  of  great  age  and  bodily  infirmity. 
It  would  b^ome  him,  in  the  best  manner 
he  could,  to  give  to  the  house  the  reasons 
which  had  led  to  the  introduction  of  the 
present  bill,  and  then  to  give  a  description 
of  the  provisions  contained  therein.  Their 
lord^hrps  would  take  into  consideration 
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that  evils  had  arisen  in  the  church  on  ac- 
count of  the  non -residence  of  its  clergy^ 
It  was  not  merely  reading  prayers  and 
preachipg  on  a  Sunday  which  formed  the 
chief  functions  of  a  clergyman.  Resi- 
dence amongst  the  people  of  a  parish, 
visiting  them  frequently,  praying  with  and 
comforting  the  sick,  instructing  the  igno- 
rant, encouraging  the  virtuous,  reproving 
the  vicious,  catechising  the  children,  and 
superintending  the  schools  instituted  for 
their  education,* were  duties  which  more 
immediately  belonged  to  the  office  of  a 
clergyman,  and  more  essentially  promoted 
the  cause  of  religion.  But,  to  accomplish 
this  purpose,  it  was  necessary  to  resort  to 
the  means  provided  by  the  present  bill, 
which  was  no  more  than  to  take  from  those 
who  did  nothing,  a  reasonable  allowance 
for  the  curate  who  performed  the  whole 
of  the  service  for  which  the  living  itself 
was  at  first  granted.  To  perform  the  se- 
veral duties  he  had  mentioned,  it  was 
highly  proper  that  the  resident  clergyman 
should  possess  that  degree  of  property 
which  would  enable  him  to  appear  with 
respectability,  and  have  wherewith  to  re- 
lieve, on  particular  occasions,  the  dis- 
tresses of  his  indigent  parishioners.  The 
introduction  of  this  bill,  therefore,  became 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  and  the  true  interests  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion.  An  act  passed  in  the  36th 
of  the  present  reign,  granting  to  the  curate 
75/.  per  ann.  and  the  parsonage -house,  in 
case  of  the  incumbent  s  non-residence,  or 
15/.  in  lieu  thereof  if  he  did  reside;  but, 
if  their  lordships  would  recollect  the  high 
price  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  if  they 
would  reflect  that  curates  in  general  were 
mtfi  of  taste  and  literature,  that  they  had 
been  accustomed  to  support  a  decent  ap- 
pearance in  the  world,  that  they  had  been 
Drought  up  at  the  univei'sity,  and  then,  if 
they  would  also  consider,  that  many  of 
them  had  a  wife,  and  seven  or  eight  chil- 
dren, whom  they  were  obliged  to  maintain 
out  of  so  small  a  salary,  he  submitted  to 
their  opinion,  that  the  situation  of  such  a 
curate  was  absolute  beggary.  If  he 
were  disposed  to  take  up  their  lordships' 
time,  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  pourtray 
•uch  scenes  of  distress  amongst  poor  cu- 
'  rates,  as  would  make  a  deep  and  melan- 
choly impression  upon  their  minds.  The 
present  measure  went  to  provide  a  proper 
person  to  reside  in  those  parishes  which 
^ere  deserted  by  their  incumbents,  where 
the  living  amounted  to  400/.  and  upwards, 
apd  to  allow,  out  of  that  income,  one-fifth 


for  the  support  of  that  person,  so  appoint- 
ed, to  do  the  duty.  There  were  many  be- 
nefices of  1,000/.  2,000/.  and  some  of 
3,000/.  a-year,  but  this  provision  of  one- 
fifth  was'adopted  only  till  it  amounted  to 
250/.  a-year.  Now,  it  had  been  said,  that 
the  principle  of  this  bill  was  a  violation  of 
private  property,  and  an  innovation  upon 
the  ecclesiastical  establishment;  but,  if  we 
considered  what  had  been  done  by  the  le« 
gislature  in  the  12th  of  queen  Anne,  and 
36th  of  the  present  king,  we  should  be 
convinced  that  such  interference  was  not 
unprecedented.  He  considered  that  the 
living  of  every  incumbent  was  conditional, 
and  the  canons  of  the.  church  and  various 
conventions,  clearly  shewed  that  it  was 
according  to  the  ecclesiastical  law,  that 
bishops  had  a  right  to  interfere  with  the 
whole  living,  by  taking  it  from  the  incum- 
bent who  neglected  to  perform  his  duty, 
and  granting  it  to  another  under  their  own 
appointment.  This  right  of  the  bishops 
interference  had  continued  in  unison  with 
the  ecclesiastical  and  statute'  law,  from  the 
time  of  Edward  3d.,  dovMi  to  the  present 
hour — a  period  of  500  years.  Anotlier 
observation  had  been  made,  and  it  con- 
tained a  very  grave  and  serious  charge, 
alleging  that  the  bishops  already  bad  too 
much  power,  and  that  they  had  been  guilty 
of  abuse  in  the  exercise  thereof.  He  trusted 
that  no  one  would  presume  to  attack  a 
whole  profession,  without  giving  proof  of 
his  assertion.  He  shouki  not  believe  the 
accusation,  if  it  were-  not  supported  by 
sufficient  proof,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  difficult  to  produce  any  satisfactory 
testimony.  At  the  same  lime,  he  was 
anxious  to  better  the  situation  of  the  cu- 
rates of  this  kingdom :  the  beneficed  clergy 
would  do  hiiti  the  justice  to  acknowledge 
that  he  had,  on  a  former  occasion,  been  as 
solicitous  for  their  interest;  and  he  did 
think  that  the  success  of  that  bill,  which 
increased  the  livings  of  the  clergy  of  Lon- 
don, was  accelerated  by  his  exertions,  and 
he  had  received  their  thanks  for  his  con- 
duct in  respect  to  that  measure.  Thus  far 
he  was  induced  to  speak  of  his  own  »er-  ~ 
vices,  but  from  no  other  motive  than  to 
justify  his  conduct  upon  this  occasion. 
With  confidence  he  felt  himself  disposed 
to  leave  the  present  bill  to  the  due  consi- 
deration and  wisdom  of  that  house,  as  their 
lordships  would  duly  estimate  its  import- 
ance as  necessary  to  support  the  best  in- 
terests of  religion. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  considered  the  argu- 
ments alledged  by  the  right  rev.  prelate. 
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in  respect  to  proceeding  upon  this  mea- 
sure, merely  because  the  legislature  inter- 
fering on  a  former  occasion,  in  17SL6,  as 
dangerous  to  the  rights  of  the  Church.  He 
did  view  this  measure  in  a  different  light 
from  that  rev.  prelate ;  at  the  same  time,  he 
venerated  him  for  his  learning,  and  the 
good  he  had  done  the  country.  But,  pay- 
ing him  that  homage  which  was  due  to 
him  from  every  peer  of  that  house,  he 
could  not  reconcile  the  principles  of  the 
bill  to  his  approbation.  It  was  a  violation 
of  private  property,  and  it  was  to  be  de- 
fended on  this  ground,  that  a  part  of  the 
rector's  income  had  been  apportioned  to 
the  curate  on  a  former  occasion.  Why 
then,  at  a  future  time  another  bill  might 
be  introduced,  founded  upon  the  present, 
to  appropriate  the  whole  of  the  incumbent's 
living  !  Even  the  act  of  1796,  in  his  mind, 
had  been  the  cause  of  considerable  hard- 
ship ;  there  were  livings  as  low  as  100/. 
a-year,  and  yet  75/.  out  of  that  must  be 
paid  to  the  officiating  curate.  He  felt  as 
much  as  any  man  for  the  distressed  situ- 
ation of  poor  curates ;  but  while  we  at- 
tended to  their  relief,  we  should  be  cautious 
of  doing  injury  to  another  class  of  the 
same  profession.  He  was  adverse  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  and  certainly  should 
give  his  dissent  to  the  measure. 

Lord  Harrawby  vindicated  the  present 
measure,  asjustined  hy  the  laws  of  ancient 
and  modem  times.  There  was  some  rea- 
son to  apprehend  that  the  ecclesiastical 
law,  without  any  act  of  the  legislature, 
permitted  the  bishops  to  interfere  with  the 
disposal  of  benefices,  for  the  purpose  of 
havinff  the  service  duly  performed.  The 
right  by  which  all  livmgs  were  held,  he 
contended,  was  conditional.  He  argued 
from  the  canons  and  the  statutes  for  cen- 
turies, that  it  had  always  been  deemed 
the  lawful  right  of  the  bishop  to  appro- 
priate a  part,  and  sometimes  the  whole, 
as  a  remuneration  to  the  resident  and  offi- 
ciating clergyman. 

Viscount  Sidmouih  attributed  the  present 
measure  to  the  reverend  prelate  who  had 
spoken  first  in  debate,  and  he  regretted 
much  that  his  duty  obliged  him  to  differ 
in  opinion  from  one  he  so  highly  esteemed 
and  venerated.  But  he  was  conscien- 
tiously bound  to  declare  that  he  was  ini- 
mical to  the  principle  of  the  present  bill. 
He  could  not  consider  the  relief  given  to 
the  curate  as  permanent ;  the  rector  might 
return  to  perrorm  his  duty,  and  then  the 
increased  salary  of  the  curate  would  be 
taken  from  him^  and  he  ipust  return  to  his 
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former  poverty,  which  would  not  be  doing 
a  benefit,  but  an  injury,  to  that  class  of 
the  profession ;  so  that,  on  their  account, 
he  did  not  approve  of  the  measure.  He 
did  not  perceive  that  any  notice  was  taken 
of  curates  appointed  by  lay  impropria- 
tors, who  Were  equally  worthy  of  the  at- 
tention of  the  legislature.  He  did  not 
know  that  any  complaint  had  been  made 
by  curates  themselves,  nor  had  any  peti- 
tion been  presented,  stating  such  griev« 
ances  to  that  house  ;  and  he  hoped  to  be 
informed  by  two  right  rev.  prelates  from 
Ireland,  then  present,  if  they  knew  that 
such  a  proceeding  would  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Irish  clergy.  His  lord- 
ship concluded  by  moving,  "  That  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  three 
months.'' 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a^  few  observations,  in  respect  to 
what  had  been  stated  by  the  noble  viscount, 
concerning  the  situation  of  distressed 
curates.  Two  years  ago  he  had  interested 
himself  on  that  subject,  and  had  receiv- 
ed nearly  two  hundred  letters  from  per- 
sons of  that  class  of  the  profession,  but  he 
had  now  lost  them  ;  but  there  were  state- 
ments amongst  them,  which  would  have 
caused  a  benevolent  heart  to  bleed.  One 
of  these  letters  accidentally  was  preserved 
(his  lordship  here  read  it) ;  it  stated  that 
the  rector  possessed  1000/.  a-year,  and  did 
no  duty ;  he  himself,  the  curate,  had  every 
Sunday  to  perform  at  three  places  of 
public  worship  ;  he  had  a  family  to  sup- 
port, and  his  salary  was  altogether  64/.  a 
year.  His  lordship  also  mentioned,  that  a 
clergyman  once  came  to  his  house,  and 
appeared  before  his  son,  who  performed 
the  duties  of  a  magistrate,  and  the  nature 
of  his  statement  was,  that  he  was  a  curate 
in  a  parish,  not  far  distant,  the  rector  al- 
lowed him  50  guineas  a-year,  but  he  took 
care  to  deduct  five  guineas  annually  to 
pay  that  proportion  of  his  income  duty  ; 
and  the  commissioners,  knowing  he  had 
50  guineas  salary,  ordered  him  to  pay 
another  five  guineas  for  his  own  property 
tax,  so  that  he  was  in  the  actual  enjoy- 
ment  of  no  more  than  40  guineas  per 
annum.  The  noble  earl  expressed  him- 
self friendly  to  the  principle  of  the  bilL 

The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  considered 
the  present  measure  calculated  to  create 
great  dissatisfaction  and  uneasiness  amongst 
the  beneficed  clergy.  He  did  not  con- 
ceive that  its  advocates  had  made  out  a 
case,  or  that  any  evil  was  proved,  calling 
for  a  remedy  which  so  vitally  affected  thfe 
4A 
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security  of  church  property.  The  danger 
of  such  a  precedent  might  unhappily  be 
felt  in  future  times  ;  and  it  was  impossible, 
in  such  a  contemplation,  not  to  advert  to 
the  case  of  a  compliance  with  the  Catholic 
petitions — an  occurrence  to  which  he  was 
by  no  means  friendly.  It  was  also  to  be 
recollected  that  advbwsons  were  now 
bought  and  sold  in  the  same  manner  as 
any  other  negociable  property.  With  what 
justice  then,  could  the  legislature  call  upon 
a  beneficed  clergyman,  who  had  bought 
his  living  at  a  calculation  of  having  the 
services  of  a  curate  at  a  certain  price,  to 
pay  a  still  larger  sum  ?  Surely,  it  was  in 
buch  a  case  no  slight  violation  of  the  secu- 
rity of  property.  His  lordship  concluded 
by  expressing  his  determination  to  vote 
for  the  amendment  moved  by  his  noble 
friend. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  felt  anx- 
ious to  convince  the  house,  that  the  mea- 
sure proposed  was  neither  oppressive  in  its 
operation,  nor  a  violation  of  the  interests  of 
the  Church.  The  power  which  it  gave  to 
the  bishops  was  only  similar  to  that  with 
which  they  were  invested  in  the  earliest 
times  of  the  constitution  of  the  Church. 
He  cited  the  case  of  a  bishop  of  Worcester, 
who  was  rebuked  by  the  Pope,  for  not 
allowing  a  sufficient  compensation  to 
vicars  temporal — curates^  as  they  were 
then  designated  in  his  diocese.  Indeed, 
up  to  the  Reformation,  and  subsequent  to 
that  period,  such  power  was  vested  in  the 
ordinary  ;  and  the  very  evil  now  sought 
to  be  redressed,  was  in  a  great  degree  to 
be  traced  to  the  enactment  of  a  legislative 
provision,  which,  for  purposes  then  per- 
haps apparently  wise,  deprived  the  bishops 
of  such  power,  and  substituted  an  act  of 
parliament  as  the  mode  of  regulation. 
The  right  rev.  prelate  concluded  by  ob^- 
scrving,  that  he  would  be  the  last  man  in 
that  house  who  would  support  the  mea- 
sure, if  it  in  tlie  remotest  degree  trenched 
4ipon  the  security  or  interests  of  the  Esta- 
blished Church,  but  at  the  same  time  that 
he  gave  his  support  to  the  principle,  he  did 
by  no  means  pledge  himself  to  accede  to 
any  one  of  its  provisions. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  saying,  that  it  was  his  wish  to 
restore  those  powers  which  originally 
were  vested  in  the  ordinary,  and  of  which 
in  times  of  violence  they  were  deprived. 
His  own  opinion  on  this  bill  was  in  unison 
with  the  two  decisions  of  the  other  house 
of  parliament,  and  a  previous  one  of  their 
lordships  'y  but  still;^  though  he  supported 


the  principle,  he  agreed  with  the  right 
rev.  prelate,  who  last  spoke,  in  by  no 
means  pledging  himself  to  its  provisions. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  reprobated  the 
measure.  It  violated  the  security  of  the 
property  of  the  church,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  weakened  the  interests  of  religion* 
It  was  with  youn^  men  in  that  sacred  call- 
ing as  it  was  with  those  in  the  other  re- 
spectable profe^ions  of  life.  Deprive 
them  of  the  stimulus  to  professional  ad- 
vancement and  the  spur  to  honourable 
ambition,  and  the  legislature  would  deaden 
their  industry  and  activity,  both  in  the 
exertion  of  the  talents,  and  the  practice 
of  the  duties,  which  led  to  the  highest 
honours  in  that  and  the  other  professions. 
In  applying  that  principle  to  the  present 
bill,  he  contended,  that  to  give  the  young 
curate  such  an  actual  provision  for  all  the 
enjoyments  of  life,  as  this  bill  gave,  went 
to  deaden  every  motive  of  fair  ambition, 
and  every  inducement  to  deserve,  by  his 
exemplary  exertions,  the  highest  honours 
of  the  Church.  He  had  a  more  paramount 
objection  to  this  bill,  inasmuch  as  it  legis- 
lated on  the  morality  of  the  country,  fte 
unerring  testimony  of  experience  con- 
vinced him  that  such  precepts  were  worse 
enforced,  if  not  totally  perverted,  by  an 
act  of  p.arliament.  The  natural  instinct 
of  man  led  him  to  the  fulfilment  of  his 
duties.  The  parent  knew,  and  would  prac* 
tise,  his  duties  to  his  child  ;  so  would  the 
child  to  his  parent ;  but,  introduce  an  ad 
of  parliament  for  such  regulation,  and  its 
introduction  would  not  fan  to  dissolve  the 
cement  of  the  social  feelings,  and  poison 
the  very  sources  of  human  nappiness.  Be- 
sides, there  appeared  no  necessity  for  this 
measure,  as  there  was  on  their  table  nei- 
ther addresses  from  curates,  complaining 
of  insufficient  salai'ies,  or  firom  parishioners 
complaining  of  a  neglect  of  duty  in  their 
rectors.  But,  pcrb^ps,  the  great  oriffin 
of  the  evil  would  be  found  in  the  fre* 
quency  of  ordination,  and  in  calling 
tp  that  profession  such  numbers  of  young 
clergymen  as  it  was  impossible  to  pro- 
vide for.  In  such  case  the  evils  ought 
not  to  be  visited  on  the  beneficed  clergy, 
but  should  be  attributed  to  that  slut  of 
the  commodity  which  the  reverend  pre- 
lates themselves  occasioned.  He  also  op- 
posed the  bill  as  laying  a  great  weight  on 
the  possessor  of  a  small  living,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  affected  the  rector, 
with  2000/.  a-year,  in  a  very  trifling 
manner. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the 
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house  divided:    For  the  amendment  17  ; 
Against  it  36. — Majority  19. 


HOUSE   OP    LORDS. 


Tuesday,  June  2tt. 
[Curates  Residence  Bill.]  Lord 
Harratvby,  pursuant  to  a  notice  which  he 
gave  yesterday,  rose  to  submit  a  motion  to 
their  lordships,  which  was  suggested  to 
him  by  some  observations  that  had  been 
made  during  the  discussion  of  thii)  question. 
It  was  agreed,  and  seemed  to  be  wished 
on  all  hands,  that  something  should  be 
done  towards  improving  the  condition  of 
the  inferior  clergy.  It  had  all  along  been 
his  opinion,  that  the  house  was  proceeding 
to  legislate  on  a  matter  respecting  which 
they  had  nothing  like  adequate  informa- 
tion before  them.  This  want  of  due  in- 
formation he  felt  very  anxious  to  supply  ; 
and  the  object  of  his  present  motion  was, 
to  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
livings  which  were  under  1 50/.  per  annum. 
The  noble  lord  then  went  into  a  variety  of 
calculations,  grounded  on  former  accounts 
laid  before  the  house,  to  shew  what  were 
the  mimber  of  these  livings ;  how  many  of 
them  did  not  exceed  30/. ;  how  great 
would  be  the  amount  of  the  sum  necessary 
to  bring  these  small  livings  up  to  130/. 
per  annum ;  tatd  how  long  the  period  of 
time,  under  the  present  circumstances,  ne- 
cessary for  the  attainment  of  that  object. 
It  was  also  an  object  with  him  to  ascertain 
how  marty  livings  were  assisted  by  queen 
Anne's  bounty.  With  a  view  to  get  at 
this  object  (an  act  of  parliament  he  did 
not  think  necessary  to  accomplish  it),  he 
should  content  himself  now  with  moving 
an  humble  address  to  his  majesty,  praying 
he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct 
that  there  be  laid  before  that  house  an  ac- 
(^ount  of  the  number  of  livings  under  1 50/. 
per  annum. 

The  Archbishop  of  Cantfrbury  expressed 
his  thanks  to  the  noble  baron  for  the  pains 
he  had  taken  on  this  subject,  and  his  readi- 
ness to  co-operate  with  him  in  the  prose- 
cution of  his  object. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  also  gave  his  hearty 
concurrence  to  the  motion,  and  declared 
that  no  man  could  be  more  anxious  than 
he  was  to  see  the  condition  of  the  inferior 
clergy  improved.  It  was  not  only  the 
comfort  of  those  respectable  persons  he 
had  in  view,  but  the  improvement  of  the 
morals  of  the  commonalty,  which  improve- 
ment was  intimately  connected  with  the 
ease  and- comfort  of  th«  clergy.    Perhajis, 


in  addition  to  the  irrfoi-mation  moved  for 
by  the  noble  baron,  it  might  also  be  ex- 
pedient to  have  before  the  house  an  account 
of  the  accumulation  of  the  funds,  knowrt 
by  the  name  of  queen  Anne's  bounty. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  approved  of  the  mo- 
tion, and  assured  his  noble  friend  that 
every  thin^  should  be  done  by  him  to  give 
etlect  to  his  laudable  intentions  and  en- 
deavours.— ^The  question  was  then  put  and 
agreed  to.  After  which  the  order  of  the 
day  was  read  for  the  house  to  resolve  it- 
self into  a  committee  on  the  bill,  when 

Lord  Sidtn&utk  rose  to  move  an  instruc- 
tion to  the  committee.  In  his  opinion, 
whatever  came  under  the  description  of 
the  object  which  the  bill  had  in  view, 
might  be  embraced  by  it.  Its  object  was 
to  afford  relief  to  resident  curates,  where 
that  relief  was  justly  required,  and  where 
it  might  be  easily  procured.  Ilis  wish 
now  was  to  extend  that  relief  to  curates 
appointed  by  lay  impropriators,  and  his 
lordship  concluded  with  moving  an  in- 
struction to  the  committee  to  that  effect. 

Lord  Hcctvkeshury  was  sony  he  could  not 
assent  to  the  proposition  of  his  noble  friend. 
That  proposition  broached  an  entirely  new 
principle,  which  was  not  connected  with 
the  present  bill.  It  should  therefore  be 
introduced  in  a  separate  bill,  and  stand 
upon  its  ow^n  merits.  The  principle  of 
the  present  bill  was  not  new,  but  had 
already  been,  twice  at  least,  recognized 
and  sanctioned  by  parliament. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  lord  Sid- 
mouth's  motion,  and  negatived  ;  after 
which,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  the 
committee  on  the  bill.  In  the  committee, 
a  clause  proposed  by  the  earl  of  Moira, 
for  rendering  the  curates  acting  under  the 
bill  liable  to  penalties  for  dilapidatiot)s  on 
the  vicarage  houses,  was  opposed,  on  the 
ground  that  there  w^s  an  action  at  com- 
mon law  in  such  cases.  On  a  division, 
the  clause  was  negatfved  by  a  majority  of 
26  to  6. — Another  division  took  place  oft 
an  amendment  proposed  by  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  on  the  clause  call- 
ing upon  the  bishop  when  assigning  to 
any  curate  the  allowances  under  this  bill, 
to  assign  the  reasons  on  which  he  inter- 
fered. His  grace  stated,  that  though  the 
bishops  were  by  the  constitution  responsi- 
ble to  the  king,  as  the  head  of  the  church, . 
they  were  not  under  the  controul  of  the 
privy  council.  It  was  therefore  unconsti- 
tutional now  to  subject  them  to  the  autho- 
rity of  that  tribunal.  The  amendment 
was  supported  by  lord  Hawkesbury,  and 
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opposed  by  the  lord  chancellor,  who, 
though  he  allowed  that  the  bishops  were 
in  ordinary  cases  responsible  only  to  the 
crown,  maintained  that  when  extraordinary 
powers  were  given  to  them  by  the  legisla- 
ture, there  was  a  right  in  the  legislature  to 
regulate  and  controul  the  exercise  of  those 
powers.  On  the  division  there  appeared. 
For  the  amendment  15;  Against  it  16. — 
After  some  further  conversation  on  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  it  passed  the  com- 
mittee without  any  amendment. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Wednesday,  June  29. 

[Appropriation  Act.]     On  the  motion 
for  going  into  a  committee  on  this  act. 

Lord  Holland  rose,  and  repeated  his  ob- 
jections against  inserting  in  this  act  the 
Grajit  to  the  college  of  Maynooth,  and  that 
to  the  East  India  company.  The  change 
in  the  /imount  of  the  former  grant,  he  saw 
no  reason  to  justify.  It  was  a  deviation 
from  the  principle  upon  which  the  grant 
had  first  been  made,  and  upon  which  it  had 
been  augmented  in  the  last  session  of  par- 
liament. He  wished  to  learn  from  the  no- 
ble secretary  of  state,  by  what  inducements 
government  had  been  led  to  diminish  the 
grant,  and  thus  depart  from  the  principle 
which  had  first  suggested  it  to  the  adop- 
tion of  government,  and  the  sanction  of 
the  last  session  of  parliament,  lliat 
principle,  the  world  knew,  was  the  prin- 
ciple of  so  far  conciliating  the  catholics 
of  Ireland. 

Lord  Hawkeshujy  acknowledged,  that 
the  grant  had  in  some  measure  been  di- 
minished ;  but  it  was  upon  an  miderstand- 
ing  that  no  larger  a  sum  should  be  granted 
than  was  necessary  to  complete  the  build- 
ings that  were  then  commenced  at  this 
establishment.  It  was  originally  intended 
that  accommodation  should  be  provided 
for  a  certain  number  of  students;  but 
when  it  was  proposed  to  carry  that  accom- 
modati(Hi  to  an  unlimited  extent,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  stop  at  what  was  first 
conceivea  to  be  an  adequate  provision. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  reprobated  the 
idea  of  circumscribing  the  privileges  and 
powers  of  that  house,  by  conforming  to 
any  understanding  that  might  be  supposed 
to  have  been  agreed  to  in  another  place. 
*  There  was  no  end  to  the  extent  to  which 
such  a  mode  of  reasoning  might  be  carried, 
if  it  was  sufficient  to  say,  that  upon  an 
understanding  between  ministers  in  another 
place,  such  and  such  a  measure  was  to  be 
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adopted  and  inserted  in  the  Appropriation 
act,  thus  attempting  to  deprive  their  lord- 
ships of  the  exercise  of  their  judgment  on 
such  a  measure. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  disavowed  any  such 
design  on  his  part,  and  only  adverted  to 
the  principle  upon  which  the  measure  had 
elsewhere  been  adopted,  and  not  to  any 
particular  understanding  between  indivi- 
duals of  his  majesty's  government  on  the 
subject. — ^The  bill  was  then  reported. 

[Stamp  Duties  Bill.]  On  going  into  a 
committee  upon  this  bill. 

Lord  Holland  inveighed  against  the 
principle  of  this  bill  in  the  severest  terms. 
It  went  to  oppress  those  who  were  already 
labouring  under  circumstances  of  distress 
and  difficulty,  by  increasing  the  duties  on 
deeds  of  conveyance,  w^iich  besides  must 
fall  with  peculiar  hardship  on  the  proprie- 
tors of  land.  The  bill  would  also  severely 
affect  attorneys,  and  he  should  never  ap- 
prove of  any  principle  of  taxation  that 
tended  to  press  with  peculiar  weight  on 
any  particular  class  ot  the  community. 

Lord  Hawkesbmy  observed,  that  uiuler 
the  urgent  exigencies  of  the  present  mo- 
ment, it  was  necessary  to  have  recourse  to 
every  possible  source  of  revenue.  The 
principle  of  the  present  bill  had  long  been 
acknowledged  and  acted  upon  by  parlia- 
ment, and  the  increase  of  the  duties  in  the 
present  instance  was  only  a  further  exten- 
sion of  that  principle.  That  principle  did 
not  bear  bander  on  the  landed  than  on  the 
commercial  interest ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
must  weigh  heavier  on  the  latter  than  on 
the  former,  as  transfers  of  property  were 
more  frequent  among  commercial  men 
than  among  landed  proprietors.  It  more- 
over would  operate  equally  on  the  buyer 
and  the  seller. 

Lords  Rosslyn  and  Lauderdale  contend- 
ed, on  the  contrary,  that  the. hardships  of 
the  increased  duty  would  fall  almost  en- 
tirely on  the  seller,  who,  from  urgent  cir- 
cumstances was  compelled  to  transfer  his 
property.  Indeed,  the  principle  of  the  bill 
was  in  every  reject  iniquitous  and  unjust 
— ^After  a  few  words  from  lord  Hawkes- 
bury,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee, on  the  bill ;  afler  which,  the  report 
was  received,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  June  29. 
[Mr.  Alexander  Davison.] 


Lord  A. 


Hamilion  rose  to  put  a  question   to  the 
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right  bon.  thechancellorof  the  exchequer, 
on  a  subject  to  which  he  had  long  since 
called  the  attention  of  the  iiouse,  and  the 
prosecution  of  which  he  had  on  that  occa- 
-sion  relinquished,  ii>  consequence  of  an 
assurance  given  to  him  and  to  the  public, 
that  the  proper  steps  were  in  train  for 
procuring  justice  to  the  public.    The  sub- 
ject he  alluded  to  was,  the  matter  of  one 
of  the  Reports  of  the  commissioners  of 
Military  Inquiry,  respecting  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Alexander  Davison.     It  was  now 
nearly  twelve  months  since  he  had  re- 
ceived the  assurance  that  proper  measures 
were  to  be  pursued  on  this  head,  and  yet 
all  that  the  house  knew  at  present  was, 
that  an  inquiry  had  been  instituted,  and 
It  was  manifest  that  very  great  irregu- 
larities, to  say  the  least,  had  been  com- 
mitted.   The  question  he  had  to  put  was, 
to  ascertain  by  the  answer,  to  what  extent 
the  measures,  which  it  might  have  been 
idesirable  to   resort  to,  had   been    acted 
upon.    If  the  answer  he  should  receive 
should  not  prove  satisfactory  to  him,  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty,  in  an  early  part  of 
the  next  session,  to  bring  the  subject  in 
some  shape  or  other  before  the  house.    He 
had  but  one  more  obseiTation  to  add  to 
what  had   been  stated,  and  which  was 
rather  of  a  nature  personal  to  himself.     It 
had  been  intimated  to  him  from  several 
quarters,  that,  if  he  had  not  taken  up  the 
matter,  it  would  have  been  in  the  hands  of 
others,  who  would  not  have  lost  sight  of 
it,    and    consequently  he  was  bound  to 
bring  it  under  the  consideration  of  the 
house. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
not  have  the  smallest  objection  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  fullest  information  on  the 
subject  of  the  inquiry  to  which  the  noble 
lord  had  alluded.  Ine  noble  lord  could 
not  be  unaware  that  a  parliamentary  com- 
mission had  been  appointed,  to  whom  the 
whole  of  Mr.  Davison's  accounts  had,  in 
consequence,  been  referred.  That  com- 
mission had  from  time  to  time  made  Re- 
ports upon  the  subject  of  the  inquiry  in- 
trusted to  them,  to  the  Treasury,  which 
regularly  submitted  these  Reports  to  the 
law  advisers  of  the  crown  for  their  opinion, 
whether  a  civil  or  criminal  process  should 
be  founded  thereon.  It  appeared  upon 
some  of  them  that  the  inquiries  were  not 
sufficient ;  upoii  others,  on  the  contrary, 
it  was  considered  that  a  legal  demand 
existed  on  the  part  of  the  nation,,  to  be 
recovered  by  civil  process  ;  and  in  every 
such  case^  application  had  been  made  to 


the  party,  as  was  customary  in  all  private 
transactions,  for  payment  of  the  sum  de- 
manded before  the  commencement  of  a 
civil  suit,  with  directions,  in  case  of  non- 
compliance with  the  application,  to  resort 
to  legal  process.  As  the  inquiries  were 
still  in  prosecution,  the  noble  lord  might, 
in  the  next  session,  if  he  desired  infor- 
mation upon  the  subject,  apply  to  the 
treasury,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  business 
would  then  be  in  such  a  state  as  to  allow  of 
the  whole  proceedings  being  laid  before 
parliament.  For  the  present,  he  was  sure 
the  noble  lord  would  not  expect  him  to 
explain  further,  but  of  this  he  could  assure 
that  noble  lord,  that  the  subject  had  nevei* 
been  lost  sight  of  by  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters. 

[Finance  Committee.]  Mr.  Bankes  pre- 
sented from  the  bar  the  Third  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  Finance.  On  the  report 
having  been  read,  the  hon.  gent,  rose  to 
move  that  it  do  lie  on  the  table,  but  before 
he  should  make  that  proposition,  he  felt 
it  necessary  to  address  an  obserration  or 
two  to  the  house.  He  hoped  that  gentle- 
men would  not  be  alarmed  at  the  enor- 
mous mass  of  papers  which  he  had  brought 
up,  because  under  the  instructions  which 
had  been  given  to  the  committee,  he  had 
conceived  it  necessai^  to  communicate  all 
the  returns  upon  which  the  Report  of  the 
committee  was  founded.     Only  a  small 

Eart,  however,  of  the  papers  before  the 
ouse,  would  be  necessary  to  be  printed, 
and  he  trusted,  from  the  part  he  had  taken 
in  the  discussions  respecting  the  printing 
of  papers,  that  the  house  would  give  him 
credit  for  not  wishing  to  have  more  printed 
than  were  absolutely  necessary  to  put  the 
house  in  possession  of  the  subject.  It  was 
only  a  small  part  therefore  of  the  papers 
which  he  had  brought  that  he  should 
move  to  be  printed.  On  presenting  a 
Report,  which  had  occupied  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  the  attention  of  the  committee,  he 
was  afraid  that  the  house  miffht  suppose 
that  much  time  had  been  lost  in  preparing 
it.  But  he  could  say,  as  well  for  himself^ 
as  on  the  part  of  the  other  members  of  the 
committee,  that  they  had  not  been  wanting 
in  their  duty.  The  delay,  and  that  of 
some  months,  in  presenting  the  Report, 
had  arisen  from  the  contrariety  of  opinion 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  committee, 
owing  perhaps  to  its  being  composed  of 
too  numerous  an  assemblage  of  members. 
If  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  the  house, 
that  the  committee  should  be  renewed  iu 
another  session,  it  would  be  a  question*, 
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founded  upon  the  experience  of>the  pre- 
sent session,  whether  it  ought  to  be  com- 
posed of  so  large  a  number.  Though  this 
was  the  only  Report  which  the  committee 
had  presented  in  the  present  session,  he 
assured  the  house  that  they  had  attended 
to  other  subjects,  upon  which  they  had 
made  some  progress,  though  under  the  in- 
struction given  to  them  by  the  house,  they 
had  looked  upon  themselves  as  bound  to 
suspend  such  inouiries  in  order  to  make  up 
this  Report.  They  bad  made  progress  in 
the  business  relating  to  the  Pay  office,  and 
the  War  office  accounts;  but  as  these  sub- 
jects were  also  under  the  consideration  of 
the  commissioners,  they  deemed  it  expe- 
dient to  wait  till  these  commissioners  should 
make  a  Report  upon  these  heads,  a.  report 
which  had  been  presented  only  on  Satur- 
day last.  As  to  the  report  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance  now  made  to  the  house, 
he  had  only  to  say,  that  it  was  less  satis- 
foctory  to  himself,  than  the  report  which  a 
few  days  since  he  had  hoped  to  lay  upon 
the  table  of  the  house  ;  and  if  gentlemen 
should  be  disappointed  by  its  contents,  he 
could  assure  them  he  had  expected  a  few 
day^  since  to  have  presented  a  report  in  a 
shape  which  was  consistent  with  his  own 
wishes.  Some  alterations,  however,  had 
been  made  in  passages  of  that  report,  and 
some  omissions ;  but  he  did  not  mean  to 
complain  of  that.  It  mi^t  have  arisen 
irom  a  smaller  number  of  the  members 
barmg  attended  towards  the  close  of  the 
session,  than  in  the  earlier  part  of  it,  when 
the  original  form  of  the  report  had  been 
agreed  to.  Such  a  circumstance  was  inci- 
dental to  all  large  assemblies,  and  with- 
out complaining  of  it,  he  stated  the  f^ct 
only  for  the  guidance  of  the  house,  when 
the  question  concerning  the  revival  of  the 
committee  should  come  under  their  con- 
sideration. Whatever  might  be  thought 
of  the  report  which  he  had  pi-esented,  he 
had  acted  under  a  sanction  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee  present  when  it  was 
finally  voted.  Upon  the  whole,  however, 
it  would  be  found  to  contain  much  useful 
information,  and  many  sugflrestions  that 
would  be  productive  of  public  good.  At 
all  events,  he  was  happy  that  this  part  of 
the  labours  of  the  committee  had  been 
brought  to  a  termination.  The  hon.  gent. 
tilen  concluded  by  moving,  that  the  Report 
do  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Lcycesier  coincided  with  the  hon. 
gentleman  in  every  thing  he  had  asserted, 
with  respect  to  the  assiduity  with  which 
4he  hon.  gentleman  and  the  other  mem- 


bers of  the  committee,  had  discharged  tde 
trust  committed  to  them.    He  should  hare 
conBned  himself  to  this  corroboration  of 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  chairman  of  the 
committee,  if  he  had  not  felt  it  necessary 
from  what  had  fallen  from  him  on  other 
topics,  to  add  a  few  observations  in  order 
to  obviate  any  misconception  with  regard 
to  what  had  passed  in  the  committee.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  stated,  that  some  pas- 
sages of  the  original  report  prepared  by 
him  had  been  altered,  and  another  \ch 
out.     As  to  the  alterations,  he  should  ob- 
serve, that  when  the  report  had  been  first 
proposed  to  the  committee,  most  important 
diflerences  prevailed   respecting  several 
passages  in  it,  and  one  passage  had  been 
carried  in  that  instance  only  by  a  majority 
of  one.     Upon  that  occasion,  notice  had 
been  given^  that,  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  report,  a  stage  understood  on  all  hands 
to  be  designed  for  a  revision  of  the  reporf, 
an  alteration  would  be  proposed.  ^  Some 
alterations  were  on  that  occasion  carried 
by  a  small,  others  by  a  great  majority  of 
the  committee,  and  others  again  unani- 
mously, and  this  at  a  meeting  called  by 
the  chairman  in  the  regular  way,  and  ac- 
ceded to  by  those  present  when  the  ad- 
journment of  the  proceedings  was  pro* 
posed.     At  a  meetmg  so  adjourned,  the 
amendment  to  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  alluded,  had  been  carried.    The  ottier 
passage  to  which  the  hon.  gentleman  bad 
alluded  had  been  left  out  of  the  report. 
From  the  importance  which  the  honour- 
able member  attached  to  these  passages, 
the  house  might  suppose  that  they  were  of 
veiy  great  consequence,  and  from  what 
hacl  b^n  insinuated  out  of  doors^  it  would 
seem  as  if  the  committee  was  disposed  to 
screen  public  delinquents.     But  the  house 
would  be  surprised  when  he  explained  to 
them  the  real  state  of  the  case.     The  ori- 
s^inal  report  stated,  if  not  in  terms,  at  least 
in  substance,  that  all  sinecure  places  ought 
to  be  abolished,  with  few  exceptions ;  and 
the  amendment  was,  that  the  emoluments 
of  some  sinecure  places  ought  to  be  dimi- 
nished, and  that  others  should  be  abolish- 
ed. When  he  stated  this  he  was  convinced 
that  the  house  would  not  consider  the  di^ 
ference  of  such  importance,  nor  that  ranch 
weight  was  to  be  attached  to  the  circum- 
stance of  the  original  passage  having  been 
in  the  first  instance  carried  by  a  majority 
of  one.    The  house  was  left  in  the  same 
situation  with  respect  to    the  course   it 
might  think  proper  to  pursue,  by  thef 
amendment  as  by  the  original  panage,  be* 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


1101]  PARL.  DEBATES,  June  2D,  \SOQ.— Dismissal  qf  the  late  Mr.  Dalfyfnple,  [1102 


^cause  no  definite  line  was  pointed  out  in 
either,  and  it  remained  for  the  house 
eventually  to  determine  for  itself.  As  to 
the  other  passage,  to  which,  as  having 
been  left  out,  the  hon.  gent,  had  alluded, 
he  rather  thought  that  it  was  the  passage 
which  related  to  the  increase  of  the  influx 
ence  of  the  crown.  One  objection  to  that 
passage  was,  that  whilst  it  enumerated  all 
the  circumstances  which  had  increased  the 
influence  of  the  crown,  it  omitted  those  by 
which  the  influence  of  the  crown  had  been 
diminished.  It  was  his  opinion,  at  least, 
that  if  that  subject  were  to  be  introduced 
at  all  into  the  report,  all  the  circumstances 
on  both  sides  ought  to  have  been  noticed. 
But  there  was  a  still  stronger  objection  to 
the  passage.  The  object  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee  was,  not  to  inquire 
into  the  increase  or  diminution  of  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown,  but  to  investigate 
the  circumstances  of  the  public  expendi- 
ture, and  to  report  how  far  public  money 
might  be  saved  in  that  expenditure.  He 
was  sorry  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  house 
between  the  merits  of  the  original  report 
and  the  alterations  which  had  been  made 
in  it.  But  he  should  be  glad  if  every 
amendment  that  had  been  proposed,  and 
every  question  that  had  been  discussed  in 
the  committee,  were  before  the  house,  and 
he  was  confident  that  the  house  would 
concur  in  every  alteration  which  had  been 
made. 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  was  anxious  that  this 
subject  should  be-  fully  explained  to  the 
house.  He  had  risen  to  support  the  state- 
ment that  had  been  made  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  and  to  prevent  any  im- 
proper impression  being  made  by  the 
statement  of  the  learned  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down.  That  learned  gentle- 
man seemed  to  think,  that  the  difference 
between  the  passages  of  the  original  re- 
port and  the  aUei:ations  made  in  it,  was 
wholly  unimportant,  whereas,  for  his  own 
part,  he  thought  it  by  no  means  trifling  or 
unimportant  As  the  report  stood  a  week 
ago,  it  expressed  a  wisli  to  retain  those 
sinecure  places  which  were  necessary  to 
the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  went  on  to 
state,  that  the  remainder,  with  few  excep- 
tions, ought  to  be  abolished.  In  this  pas- 
sage, the  committee  expressed  a  decided 
opmion  upon  the  principle  of  sinecures. 
It  recognized  the  principle  of  the  former 
finance  committee  in  reserving  these  sine- 
cures, which  would  be  the  remuneration 
of  great  public  sei-vices,  and  for  which,  if 
not  reserved,  a  provision  should  be  substi- 


tuted out  of  the  public  funds  of  the  coun- 
try, whilst  at  the  same  time  it  asserted  a 
principle  against  sinecures  in  general. — 
The  amendment,  on  the  contrary,  stated 
only  that  some  sinecures  ought  to  be  re- 
trenched, and  others  abolished,  without 
containing  any  opinion  against  the  general 
principle  of  sinecure  places.  As  to  the 
other  passage  which  had  been  alluded  to, 
that  was  not  of  so  much  consequence.  The 
increase  of  the  influence  of  the  crown  had 
only  been  introduced  to  meet  an  argument 
against  retrenchment,  that  would  lessen 
that  influence,  by  shewing  tliat  if  it  should 
be  diminished  by  such  retrenchment,  it 
had  been  increased  in  other  respects. — 
The  Report  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  On  the  motion  for  its  being  printed, 

Mr.  Homer  said,  he  should  be  glad  to 
know  precisely  what  parts  were  intended 
to  be  printed,  and  what  to  be  left  out.  It 
seemed  now  doubly  necessary  from  the 
account  they  had  just  heard  of  the  dif« 
ference  of  opinion  in  the  Committee,  that 
the  house  should  have  as  much  as  possible 
before  them,  in  order  to  be  able  to  form 
a  judgment  for  themselves. 

Mr.  Bankes  replied,  that  whatever  dif- 
ference of  opinion  there  might  have  been 
on  other  subjects,  there  had  been  none  as 
to  the  selection  of  the  particular  documents 
necessary  to  be  printed  along  with  the  re- 
port. Every  information  would  be  before 
the  house,  and  a  catalogue  of  the  papers 
not  required  to  be  printed,  but  which  were 
laid  on  the  table,  would  be  added,  so  that 
those  papers  might  at  any  time  be  referred 
to  for  particulars. 

[Dismissal  of  the  latb  Mr.  Dalrym- 
PLE.]  Lord  H,  Petty,  understanding  that 
no  objection  would  be  made  to  his  motion, 
after  paying  a  high  tribute  to  the  science 
and  services  of  the  late  Mr.  Andrew  Dal« 
rymple,  who  had  been  offered  a  pension 
equal  to  his  salary  as  Hydrographer  to  the 
Admiralty  if  he  would  resign,  and  on  hit 
refusal  had  been  peremptorily  dismissed 
his  office,  which  circumstance  had  acce« 
lerated  his  death,  moved  for  a  copy  of  a 
Letter  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  dis- 
missing the  late  Mr.  Andrew  Dalrymple 
from  his  office  of  Hydrographer  to  the 
Admiralty. 

Mr.  R,  Ward  had  no  objection  whatever 
to  the  production  of  this  and  every  other, 
document  connected  with  the  subjet^t,  and 
went  along  with  the  noble  lord  in  bearing 
testimony  to  the  merits  and  services  of  the 
gentleman  whose  removal  was  the  object 
of  the  noble  lord's  motion.     He  could 
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assure  that  noble  lord,  that  the  present 
Board  of  Admiralty  felt  as  forcibly  as  he 
cotild,  what  was  due  to  that  gentleman's 
genius  and  services^  But  the  real  state  of 
the  case  was,  that  for  several  months  be- 
fore his  dismissal,  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
could  not  get  him  to  comply  with  their 
most  direct  orders.  If  they  directed  him 
to  supply  a  particular  map  or  chart  to  a 
particular  vessel,  he  replied  with  written 
folios,  containing  reasons  for  his  not  com- 
plying, which  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
could  not  countenance,  and  this  he  had 
done  latterly  in  terms  so  offensive  as  to 
call  for  some  decisive  measure  on  their 
part.  He  had  never  heard  of  any  offer  of 
nis  full  salary  to  that  gentleman,  but  the 
letter  requiring  him  to  retire,  without  ad- 
verting in  the  slii^htest  degree  to  his  nume- 
rous acts  of  disobedience,  was  couched  in 
the  softest  terms,  and  secured  to  him  the 
usual  portion  of  salary  retained  by  public 
officers,  on  retiring  from  office. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Horner  in 
praise  of  Mr.  Dalrymple,  and  from  lord 
H.  Petty  and  Mr.  Ward,  the  motion  was 
suffered  to  lie  over  for  to-morrow,  to  give 
the  latter  an  opportunity  of  considering 
how  far  the  circumstances  of  the  case  could 
be  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
house. 

[Criminals.]  On  the  motion  of  sir  S. 
Romilly,  the  following  Papers  were  or- 
dered ,  1 .  "A  Return  of  the  number  of 
persons,  male  or  female,  committed  to  the 
several  caols  in  England  and  Wales  for 
trial  at  the  different  sessions  and  assizes 
in-the  years  1800,  1,  2.  3,  4,  5,  6,  and 
7  ;  distinguishing  the  crimes  with  which 
they  were  respectively  charged,  and  the 
numbers  severally  convicted,  acquitted, 
or  discharged  upon  proclamation,  or  by 
reason  of  no  bill  being  found  against 
them,  and  the  sentences  of  such  as  were 
convicted,  and  distinguishing  also  the 
numbers  of  those  capitally  convicted,  who 
have  been  executed  ;  and  distinguishing 
particularly,  in  each  year,  the  number  of 
persons,  male  or  female,  committed  for  pri- 
vately stealing  in  a  shop  or  warehouse  to 
the  amount  of  five  shillings,  and  of  those 
committed  for  stealing  in  a  dwelling-house 
to  the  amount  of  forty  shillings,  and  of 
those  committed  for  stealing  cloth  from 
bleaching  grounds  to  the  amount  of  ten 
shillings,  and  the  numbers  indicted  for 
iauch  several  offences,  and  the  numbers 
convicted  capitally  upon  such  indict- 
menu,  and  the  numbers  of  those  so  capi- 
ally  convicted  who  have  been  executed 


in  each  of  such  years. — 2.  A  Return  of 
the  number  of  persons,  male  or  female,  com- 
mitted to  the  several  goals  in  England  and 
Wales  for  trial  at  the  several  quarter  sessions 
in  the  said  years,  distinguishing  the  crimes 
with  which  they  were  respectively  chare* 
ed,  and  the  numbers  severally  convicted^ 
acquitted,  or  discharged  upon  proclama- 
tion, or  bv  reason  of  there  not  being 
any  bills  found  against  them ;  together 
with  the  sentences  of  such  as  were  con- 
victed.— 3.  A  Return  of  the  number  of 
persons,  male  or  female,  who  received 
sentence  of  transportation  at  the  different 
sessions,  assizes,  and  quarter  sessions  in 
England  and  Wales  in  the  said  years,  dis- 
tinguishing the  numbers  transported  for  7 
or  14-  years,  or  for  life. — 4.  A  Return  of 
the  number  of  persons,  male  or  female, 
who  have  been  transported  as  criminals 
to  New  South  Wales  since  the  first  esta- 
blishment of  the  colony  ;  specifying  the 
term  for  which  each  person  was  transport- 
ed, the  date  and  place  of  the  conviction, 
and  the  time  of  embarkation  for  New 
South  Wales. — 5.  A  Return  of  the  number 
of  persons  who,  being  under  sentence  of 
transportation,  have,  in  each  year  since 
the  year  1780,  died  in  the  hulks." 

[Hyde  Park.]  Mr.  Huskisson  pre- 
sented an  account  of  the  Land  Revenues 
of  the  crown ;  on  the  motion  that  it  do 
lie  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Windhanh  though  not  sure  that  the 
subject  to  which  he  was  about  to  allnde 
was  within  the  cognizance  of  the  house, 
yet  considered  it  well  worth  its  attenti(Hi. 
He  had  heard  lately  that  it  was  in  contem- 
plation  to  extend  the  buildings  (which  had 
already  been  carried  too  far),  still  fiirther 
into  Hyde  park.  Any  contraction  of  that 
scene  of  public  exercise  and  recreation 
would  be  extremely  injurious  to  the  health 
and  comforts  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  great 
metropolis  ;  and  though  he  was  not  pre* 
pared  to  make  any  motion  upon  this  sub- 
ject, as  a  representative  of  the  people,  he 
was  entitlea  to  bring  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance  to  their  health  and  interests 
under  the  consideration  of  parliament. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  was  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  the  right  hon.  gent, 
meant  He  was  not  aware  that  the  house 
could  interfere  with  the  disposal  of  the 
property  of  the  crown,  where  an  improve- 
ment was  intended.  When  the  right  hem* 
gent,  should  give  notice  of  this  motion, 
then  the  house  could  judge  of  the  quesUon 
in  some  tangible  shape.  It  could  scarcely 
be  the  right  hon.  gent/s  opinion^  that  no 
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improvement  was  to  be  made,  or  lodge 
built  in  the  royal  domains,  till  reported  upon 
by  a  special  committee  of  that  house.  Some 
buildings  had  during  the  present  adminis- 
tration been  erected  in  a  corner  of  the 
park,  not  much  used  for  the  recreation  of 
the  public,  which  had  led  to  others.  But 
he  could  assure  that  right  hon.  gent.,  that 
he  knew  of  no  design  to  extend  the  build- 
ings so  as  to  contract  the  park. 

Mr.  Windham  did  not  impute  blame  to 
any  set  of  men,  but  still  contended,  that 
this  was  an  interesting  subject,  and  deserv- 
ing the  attention  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Creevet/  corroborated  what  had 
fallen  from  his  right  hon.  friend,  and  as- 
serted that  a  correspondence  had  taken 
place  between  several  of  the  nobility  and 
Mr.  Fordyce,  on  the  subj^t  of  these 
buildings,  and  that  Mr.  Fordyce  had  been 
so  accommodating,  as  to  recommend  to 
the  crown,  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
build  the  houses  they  proposed.  If  the 
precedent  of  the  encroachment  were  once 
established,  the  public  would,  in  the  end, 
be  excluded  from  the  park,  lliis  was  a 
fit  object  of  the  attention  of  that  house. 
Besides,  the  recommendation  might  be  a 
matter  of  favouritism,  of  which  that  house 
should  be  jealous.  He  therefore  gave  no- 
tice, that  he  should  move  for  copies  of  the 
correspondence  he  had  alluded  to. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  had  stated 
only,  that  he  knew  of  no  plan  for  extend- 
ing buildings  so  as  to  contract  the  park. 
Application,  however,  had  been  made  to 
the  treasury  to  have  superior  buildings,  in 
the  place  of  very  inferior  ones  now  exist- 
ing. 

Mr.  Biddulph  observed,  that  if  the  plan 
were  to  stop  there  it  might  not  be  so  ob- 
jectionable. But  he  assured  the  house  he 
had  heard,  in  a  casual  conversation  con- 
cerning improvement,  of  a  plan  for  sur- 
rounding the  parks  with  a  belt  of  houses, 
the  profits  of  which  would  defray  the  ex- 
pence  of  building  such  a  palace  as  would 
De  suitable  for  a  king  of  this  country 
to  reside  in. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  had  not  heard  of  any  of 
the  plans  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gent,  who 
had  just  sat  down,  and  confident  he  was, 
that  they  would  not  be  countenanced  in 
any  quarter.  The  access  to  the  parks  was 
so  essential  to  the  health  and  recreation  of 
the  people  of  this  great  metropolis,  that 
any  beginning  of  encroachment  ought  to 
be  resisted.  If  it  was  intended  only  to 
erect  buildings  on  the  site  of  the  riding 
house,  he  should  say  that  the  riding  house 
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took  up  but  a  small  space,  whereas  the 
mansion  and  offices  of  a  nobleman  would 
extend  over  a  considerable  space. 

Mr.  Huskissau  observed,  that  there  could 
not  be  any  danger  of  favouritism,  or  of  a 
beneficial  grant  to  the  individual  now,  in 
any  case  of  a  demise  from  the  crown.  The 
surveyor  general  of  crown  lands,  was  by 
law  obliged  to  report  the  value  of  the  land 
to  be  demised,  estimated  by  professional 
surveyors,  upon  oath,  to  the  treasury.  As 
to  the  reports  which  had  gone  abroad,  they 
were  idle  rumours,  for  which  there  was  no 
foundation.  He  certainly  had  heard  some 
which  had  not  even  the  colour  of  proba- 
bility, such  as  that  lord  Ponsonby  and  other 
noble  lords  were  amongst  the  individuals 
who  were  to  have  the  privilege  of  erecting 
these  buildings. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursdf^y  June  30. 

[Stamp  Duties  Bill.]  On  the  motion 
for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill. 

The  Earl  of  SuffbtkTose  to  express  his 
disapprobation  of  the  principle  of  the  bill^ 
and  of  the  hardships  to  which  it  would  ex- 
pose persons  already  labouring  under  a 
multiplicity  of  distresses.  The  noble  earl 
instanced  the  case  of  some  tenants  of  his 
own,  upon  whom  he  knew  it  would  prest 
with  peculiar  severity.  . 

llie  Earl  of  Lauderdale  would  not  detain 
their  lordships  with  a  repetition  of  the  ob- 
jections to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which 
he  continued  to  consider  as  most  iniqui- 
tous.  He  should  then,  however,  in  the 
most  regular  and  public  manner,  enter  his 
protest  against  it. 

Tlie  Duke  of  Norfolk  did  not  rise  to  op- 
pose the  bill.  Burdened  as  the  country 
already  was  with  a  load  of  taxes,  its  situa- 
tion was  perhaps  such  as,  under  the  pre-* 
sent  circumstances,  to  call  for  and  justify 
some  addition  to  that  burden.  His  object 
in  rising  now  was  to  avail  himself  of  the 
privilege  of  a  peer  of  parliament,  and  offer 
some  advice  to  his  majesty's  ministers 
which  the  present  posture  of  affairs  sug- 
gested to  his  mind.  He  hoped  it  might  not 
be  deemed  irregular  or  unparliamentary  td 
offer  that  advice,  and  put  a  few  questions 
to  his  majesty's  government,  at  a  moment 
when  parliament  was  voting  supplies  for" 
the  current  services  of  the  year.  In  stating, 
however,  his  opinion  to  the  house,  it  was 
by  no  means  his  wish  to  draw  any  answers 
from  the  ministers  which  they  should  not 
deem  it  perfectly  proper  and  safe  to  make : 
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indeed,  he  looked  for  no  answers  or  observa- 
tions at  all  respecting  the  subjects  he  should 
touch  upon,  unless  his  majesty's  luinistcrs 
thought  it  consistent  with  their  duty  and 
the  present  critical  state  of  aflairs,  to  enter 
into  some  explanation  of  them.  The  points 
to  which  he  obviously  alluded,  and  on 
which  the  public  attention  most  anxiously 
hung,  were  the  present  situation  of  Spain 
and  Sweden.  The  most  wanton  ambition, 
the  foulest  perfidy,  the  most  cruel  oppres- 
sion, had  lately  displayed  themselves  in 
Spain,  to  a  degree  unparalleled,  he  believed, 
in  any  age  or  country.  These  excesses 
had  tired  the  Spaniards  with  becoming 
indignation  and  resentment,  and  they  were 
now  endeavouring  to  resist  the  power  which 
was  preparing  to  overwhelm  them.  Such 
a  spectacle  must  at  all  times  be  interesting 
to  Englishmen  ;  but  it  must  be  peculiarly 
so  at  the  present  moment.  There  wa's  no 
man  but  must  wish  success  to  a  generous 
people  thus  struggling  in  the  glorious 
cause  ofthe  maintenance  of  their  independ- 
ence ;  no  man,  he  was  sure,  could  more 
cordially  wish  them  success  than  he  did, 
or  would  more  willingly  concur  in  the  pro- 
per means  of  promoting  and  ensuring  that 
success.  But  what  were  the  test  mode  and 
the  proper  conditions  by  which  Spain  could 
be  assisted  ?  He  did  not  pretend  to  know 
the  particular  circumstances  in  which 
Spain  was  placed,  or  the  degree  of  hope 
that  might  be  entertained  ofthe  success  of 
those  who  were  endeavouring  to  resist  the 
sternest  tyranny,  instigated  by  the  most  des- 
perate ambition,  that  ever  ivas  attempted  to 
be  exercised  by  any  potentate  over  the  in- 
dependence of  nations.  Louis  XIV.  it  was 
true,  aspired  to  universal  monarchy,  but  in 
a  milder  way,  and  with  means  less  terri- 
ble. More  formidable  abilities,  and  more 
accumulated  forces,  wore  now  to  be  con- 
tended against,  and  the  issue  was  of  the 
highest  moment,  not  only  to  Spain,  but  to 
this  country,  to  Europe,  and  the  world. 
What  part  his  majesty's  ministers  were 
prepared  to  act  at  so  critical  a  juncture,  he 
could  not  conjecture.  They  had  at  pre- 
sent in  this  country  delegaios  from  the 
brave  people  in  Spain,  who  seemed  deter- 
mined to  stem  the  torrent  by  which  they 
were  to  be  swept  into  servitude.  From 
the-^e,  and  ovher  sources,  he  hoped  they 
might  be  enabled  to  col'ect  the  best  infor- 
mation of  the  real  slate  of  that  country, 
and  of  the  probability  of  success  with 
which  so  bold  and  hnzordous  a  struggle 
mi^ht  he  attended.  With  such  information 
beiore  tliem,  what  would  be  their  con- 


duct? This  was  the  point  which  excited  hi' 
anxiety.    Would  they  hold  out  encourage* 
mcnt  and  assistance  to  the  Spaniards  who 
were  now  in  arms  against  the  iavaclcr:ff 
before  they  saw  any  form  of  government 
established  in  the  country  with  which  they 
could  communicate?   Would  they   make 
common  cause  with  the  patriots  of  Spain, 
before  they  ascertained  the  principles  upon 
which   they  were  acting,  and   the   ends 
which  they  were  endeavouring  to  accom- 
plish ?    He  could  not  think  it  politic  to 
embark   in  such  a  cause,  without  some 
previous  knowledge  of  the  designs  of  the 
Spanish  patriots,  without  some  more  defi- 
nite determination  of  the  grounds   upos 
which  they  were  proceeding  to  act.     He 
hoped  ministers  would,  in  the  present  case, 
take  a  lesson  from  past  experience,  and 
recollect  the  result  of  the  interference  of 
this  country  in  La  Vendee.     He^  telt  it  his 
duty  to  throw  out  these  hints,  without  ex* 
pecting  any  detailed  explanation  of  what 
mi^ht  DC  the  views  and  intentions  of  his 
majesty's  government. — He  now  begged 
leave  to  trouble  their  lordships  with  a  word 
or  two  about  Sweden.     The  situation  of 
that  kingdom  and  of  its  sovereign  was  also 
highly  interesting ;  respecting  the  issue  of 
the  struggle  which  that  gallant  prince  was 
making  against  the  common  oppressor,  be 
confessed  he  had  his  fears.    Still,  he  shouI4 
have  our  best  assistance,  as  if  our  hopes  of 
final  success  were. most  sanguine.     Such 
an  example  was  to'  be  supported  and  up- 
held.    Uat  should  that  spirited  sovereign 
be  also  doomed  to  yield,  we  should  not  be 
inattentive  to  the  fate  that  was  to  befal  hii 
kingdom.     U  it  was  to  be  portioned  out, 
should  not  this  country  look  to  the  interesu 
of  Denmark,   to  the"  future  views  of  the 
great  northern  power,  and  to  the  attempts 
that  might  still  be  made  to  assert  the  in- 
dcpcndance  of  the  north  of  Europe  ?    Our 
hosillily  to  "Denmark  could   not  be  very 
keui :    we   should   even   be   dl-»|x»sed   to 
make  the  amanJc  honorable  to  l^r  for  what 
had  past,  and  rather  contein()late  w  hat  re- 
conciliation and  future  ^^.iendship  might 
tllcct^    than  what  might  jjratify   present 
hosliiily.     lie  should  trouble  tlieir  lord- 
ships no  fjilher,   but  only  hope,  that  in 
expressing   these   his  sentiments   on  the 
present  occasion,  he  hud  not'becn  guilty 
of  any  iiret^^ularity. 

Lord  lla\iike6hur^  gave  full  credit  to  the 
candid  and  circumspect  manner  in  which 
the  noble  duke  had  delivered  his  opinions 
upon  points  of  such  delicacy.  The  noble 
duke  was  perfectly  regular  m  the  mode  he 
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took  of  delivering  them,  for  when  supplies 
were  to  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  it  was 
doubtless  open  to  every  noble  lord  to  ad- 
vise how  those  grants  ought  to  be  applied. 
In  adverting  to  the  points  to  which  the 
noble  duke  had  more  particularly  directed 
the  attention  of  the  house,  their  lordships 
must  be  sensible  that  his  observations  must 
be  very  general,  and  that  owing  to  the 
very  peculiar  and  delicate  nature  of  the 
subject,  he  could  not  at  present  enter  into 
any  detailed  explanations.  With  respect 
io  Spain, -the  people  of  that  country  had 
manifested  a  spirit  and  determination  to 
resist  the  attemptsof  their  invaders^  which 
would  have  done  honour  to  the  most  glo- 
rious periods  of  their  history,  and  which 
perhaps  were  not  to  be  expected  under  the 
pressure  of  such  formidable  difficulties. 
Such  a  scene,  every  man  in  that  house, 
every  man  in  the  country,  must  hail  with 
the  liveliest  satisfaction  ;  and  what  every 
generous  heart  must  wish  should  be  dene 
in  support  of  so  glorious  a  cause,  his  ma- 
jesty s  ministers  would  feel  it  their  duty 
to  do.  With  regard  to  what  information 
they  had  received  of  the  design^  or  the 
hopes  of  those  brave  and  resolute  men, 
who,  in  defence  of  their  country's  inde- 
pendance,  were  exposing  themselves  to 
every  thing  which  a  powerful  and  sangui- 
nary tyrant  could  devise  and  inflict,  it 
could  not  be  expected  he  should  now 
unfold  it.  His  majeifty's  ministers  were 
folly  sensible  of  the  extreme  importance 
of  this  event ;  and  he  trusted  they  would 
be  found  to  have  acted  accordingly. — The 
situation  of  Sweden  was  certainly  the  next 
in  interest  and  importance,  and  towards 
the  monarch  of  that  kingdom,  whose  gal- 
lant exertions  so  justly  claimed  our  warm- 
est wishes  and  admiration,  the  conduct  of 
his  majesty's  ministers  would  also,  he 
trusted,  appear  to  be  without  reproach. 
When  the  lime  came  freely  to  unfold  the 
principles  and  the  views  which  had  guided 
that  conduct,  whenever  that  moment  ar- 
rived, he  should  not  shrink  from  that  in- 
quiry ;  but  on  the  contrary,  be  most  for- 
M'ard  and  eager  to  court  it.  He  hoped, 
that  under  circumstances  like  the  present, 
he  should  not  be  expected  to  enter  into 
any  details,  but  be  allowed  to  expect  that 
their  lordships  might  be  assured  that  his 
majesty's  government  would  neglect  no- 
thing which  the  nature  of  the  circum- 
stances, both  of  this  and  of  other  countries, 
might  suggest  and  require. 

Lord  HoUand^ixW  retained  his  objections 
to  the  biil>  on  which>  however,  he  should 


not  now  again  dwell,  but  rather  follow  the 
example  of  his  noble  friend  near  him,  and 
shortly  express  his  opinion  of  the  present 
aspect  of  aJQTairs.     What  was  the  extent  of 
the  means  of  the  Spanish  patriots,  or  what 
their  future  views  respecting  a  change  in 
their  government,  he  did   not  pretend  to 
be  accur-itely  informed  of.     Of  the  spirit 
that  actuated  them  he  had  no  doubt ;  and 
from  the  nature  of  the  country,  and  the 
resources  which  that  spirit  would  supply, 
he    willingly  took    the    most   auspicious 
omens.     It  held  out  a  prospect-  of  things 
which  authorized  the  best  hopes;  and  he 
anxiously  expected  it  would  be  improved 
and   taken  advantage  of.     Much  would 
depend  upon  the  spirit  and  the  views  with 
which   the   government   of  this   country 
would  now  act  towai*ds  Spain.    His  advice 
was,  that  their  spiritshould  be  most  liberal, 
their  views  most  explicit,   their  objects 
most  distinct,  and  most  plainly  understood. 
If  they  attempted  at  all  to  assist  the  efforts 
of  Spain  to  resist  her  invaders,  they  should 
broadly  explain,  not  only  what  they  in- 
tended to  do,  but  also  what  they  did  not 
intend  to   do.     Above   all,   they  should 
convince  the  Spaniards,  that  in  assisting 
them  we  had  no  private  interests  to  pro- 
mote, no  selfish    objects    to    attain,    no 
favourite   forms  of  government   to   pre- 
scribe, no  commercial    advantage  to  re- 
quire, no  exclusive  partialities  to  insist  on  ; 
that  we  disinterestedly  assisted   Spain   to 
achieve  what  the  Spanish  people  were 
hazarding    every  thing   to    accomplish ; 
that    we   were   consequently  willing   to 
guarantee  the  integrity  of  the  Spanish  em- 
pire, and  to  negotiate  with   any  form  of 
government  which  the  Spanish  people  were 
disposed   to   adopt,   or  with  any    family 
which  they  might  choose  to  call  to  the 
throne,  if  they  decided  on  a  monarchical 
form,  whether  limited  or  unlimited.     Nol 
a  moment  should  be  lost  in  laying  down 
agreements  of  that  nature.     The  time  for 
acting  was  the  present  moment,  and  his 
majesty's    ministers    would   be  seriously 
responsible,  if,  for  any  petty  consider- 
ations, such  bls  those  he  had  alluded  to,  the 
opportunity  should   be   lost.     He   should 
again  repeat,  that  the  ground  of  co-ope- 
ration and   assistance    between  the   two 
countries,  should  be  broad,   liberal,   and 
thoroughly  understood  on  both  sides. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  could  by  no  means 
assent  to  a  principle  laid  down  by  his 
noble  friend ;  he  meant  the  guaranteeing 
the  integrity  of  the  Spanish  empire.  He 
considered  the  Spanish  possessions  in  South 
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America  as  lost  from  the  present  moment^ 
and  severed  for  ever  from  the  mother 
country.  It  was,  therefore,  for  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country,  a  commercial  and 
maritime  nation,to  watch  the  fall  oi  the 
Spanish  colonies.  He  could  not  other- 
wise look  with  security  and  satisfaction  to 
the  British  interests  in  that  quarter. — ^The 
bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

[Hyde  Park.]  Earl  Grosvenar '  rose  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  certain 
rumours  that  had  gone  abroad,  of  an  in- 
tention to  erect  a  number  of  buildings,  so 
as  to  obstruct  the  view  of  the  park,  which 
contributed  so  much  to  the  pleasure  and 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  metro- 
polis, while  it  would  materially  injure  the 
property  of  several  individuals.  He  was  at 
a  loss  what  mode  to  adopt,  in  order  to 
brin^  the  matter  under  their  lordships' 
consideration  ;  but  as  it  regarded  the  wel- 
fare of  the  public,  he  must  think  there  was 
spme  mode  or  other  of  submitting  it  to  the 
consideration  of  parliament. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  earl  of 
Lauderdale  insisted  that  it  was  highly  un- 
parliamentary to  interfere  in  the  private 
concerns  of  the  crown.  The  duke  of  Nor- 
folk observed,  that  if  the  noble  lord  should 
hereader  contrive  to  bring  the  question 
before  the. house,  he  would  pledge  himself 
tp  prove  that  the  public  were  more  inter- 
ested in  the  property  of  the  crown  than  in 
the  property  of  any  individuals. 

[Curates*  Residence  Bill.]  Upon  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of 
this  bill. 

The  Earl  o( Buckinghat/ishire  renewed  his 
objections  to  the  bill  at  some  length. 

Lord  Harroiuby  supported  the  bill  upon 
the  same  grounds  he  had  advanced  upon  a 
former  debate. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  expressed  himself 
26  desirous  as  any  man  could  be  to  provide 
amply  for  every  degree  of  the  clergy,  so 
as  to  enable  them  to  maintain  the  respect- 
ability and  dignity  of  their  sacred  charac- 
ter; but  he  was  much  afraid  this  bill 
vpould  not  answer  the  end  which  it  pro- 
posed. He  clearly  foresaw  it  would  be 
productive  of  numerous  vexations,  which, 
instead  of  promoting  the  interests  of  reli- 
gion, would  rather  tend  to  injure  them. 
\Vhen  the  Residence  bill  passed  that  house, 
it  had  been  proposed, by  a  short  clause,  to 
laake  a  provision  for  cm*ates ;  but  that 
clause  had  been  rejected,  and  he  was  per- 
haps as  much  to  blame  as  any  other  person 
for  the  failure  of  that  clause.  Viewing, 
hpw^v^rj,  the  pr^s^ut  bUl  in  the  light  he 


did,  he  could  not  give  it  his  support ;  but 
as  his  objections  were  principally  g^rooad- 
ed  on  what  he  conceived  of  its  eSecU,  as  a 
lawyer,  he  would  wish  the  reverend  bench 
would  give  their  opinions  on  it,  which 
could  not  fail  to  have  great  weight  with 
the  house. 

The  Bishop  of  Rochester,  in  conseqaence 
of  this  appeal,  rose  and  said,  that  the  dio- 
cese over  which  be  presided  was  so  small, 
as  not  to  furnish  a  sufficient  number  of  in- 
stances by  which  any  criterion  ibr  judg- 
ment could  be  established.  He  could, 
however,  assure  their  lordships,  that  thia 
was  a  measure  to  which  he  had  paid  great 
attention,  with  a  view  of  extending  all  the 
relief,  comfort,  and  convenience  possible 
to  those  meritorious  and  active  labourers 
in  the  vineyard  for  whom  provision  was 
intended  by  the  present  measure ;  he  re- 
gretted, however,  that  the  bill  in  its  pre- 
sent form  was  completely  inadequate  to 
accomplish  the  object  which  their  lordships 
had  in  view,  and,  above  all,  that  it  could 
not  have  that  immediate  and  beneficial 
effect  expected  by  the  liberal  and  humane 
right  reverend  prelate,  who  chiefly  sup- 
ported it.  Their  lordships  must  be  aware 
that  nothing  could  tend  so  eflectually 
to  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the 
established  religion  as  union  amongst  its 
clergy.  This  was  an  object  so  desirable, 
that  every  well  wisher  of  the  church  must 
feel  strongly  inclined  to  encourage  aod 
support  it ;  but  surely  the  proper  line  to 
be  followed  was  not  tKat  which  the  claoses 
of  this  bill  went  to  introduce,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  legislature.  The  curate  and 
the  rector  would  be  set  at  variance  in  the 
first  instance,  and  then  their  superiors  were 
to  be  involved  in  the  contest  by  the  power 
of  appeal ;  so  that  from  beginning  to  end 
there  would  be  nothing  but  one  scene  of 
qonfusioui  distrust,  and  jealousy.  He  cer- 
tainly was  as  liberally  disposed  as  any 
man  towards  tlie  inferior  classes  of  ttm 
clergy,  but  until  some  effectual  plan  should 
be  introduced  for  aiibrding  them  complete 
relief,  he  was  not  inclined  to  disturb  tk^ 
present  order  of  things^ 

The  Bishops  of  Hereford  and  Carlisk 
coincided  with  the  right  reverend  prelate 
in  his  view  of  the  subject. 

The  Bishop  of  London  regretted  tbe  ne« 
cessity  which  he  felt  of  dissenting  from  the 
right  rev.  prelates  who  had  just  deli^^ered 
their  opinions ;  but,  painfid  as  it  was  for 
him  to  be  in  that  situation,  he  still  folt  it 
incumbent  on  him  to  give  his  foeble  sup- 
port to  this  billf  bediuse  he  wa«  cooyiacd 
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that  it  would  promote  the  interests  of  re- 
ligion, and  give  additional  security  to  the 
^tabiished  church. 

Lord  Hawkeibunf  supported  the  bill,  and 
said,  that  the  right  lion,  and  learned  gent, 
who  brought  in  the  bill  for  the  residence 
of  the  clergy,  had  expressly  declared  that 
a  better  provision  should  be  made  for  the 
curates,  by  a  subsequent  measure,  and 
under  that  impression  he  had  supported 
that  bill.  When  that  bill  was  brought  into 
the  house  of  lords,  a  clause  to  make  a 
better  provision  for  curates  was  then  pro- 
posed, and  the  noble  and  learned  lord  was 
one  of  those  who  particularly  objected  to 
it ;  so  that  he  thought  the  present  bill  ought 
to  pass,  in  order  that  a  proper  provision 
might  be  made  for  so  large  and  deterving 
a  body  of  the  clergy  as  the  curates. 

The  Bishop  of  London  bore  testimony  to 
what  had  been  urged  by  lord  Hawkesbury 
by  saying,  that  he  had  himself,  when  the 
Residence  bill  was  before  the  house,  pro- 
posed the  clause  in  favour  of  the  curates 
which  had  been  alluded  to ;  and  he  recol- 
lected, that  the  noble  and  learned  lord  had 
then  particularly  objected  to  it,  on  the 
ground  that  it  should  be  the  object  of  a 
separate  bill.  It  had  now  been  introduced 
in  a  separate  bill,  and  he  thought  that  bill 
should  pass,  for  if  it  did  not,  he  was  afraid 
this  would  be  the  last  time  it  would  be  at- 
tempted. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  thus  called 
on,  he  must  beg  leave  to  say  a  few  words. 
He  acknowledged  he  had  opposed  the 
clause  alluded  to,  and  which  had  been 
brought  in  by  the  rev.  prelate  who  spoke 
last,  and  he  had  already  mentioned  it  this 
evening,  and  taken  blame  to  himself  on 
that  account.  He  then  very  much  wished 
the  Residence  bill  should  pass,  and  he  and 
other  noble  lords  who  thought  with  him, 
were  apprehensive  that  if  that  clauie  was 
tacked  to  it,  the  bill  would  be  lost.  He 
owned  they  had  been  mistaken,  but  that 
was  the  real  cause  of  their  objection.  He 
observed  his  npble  friend  (lord  Hawkes- 
bury) smiled  at  what  he  said,  but  if  he 
meant  it  in  doubt  of  what  he  said,  he  would 
not  bear  it;  for  he  had  already  expressly 
inentioned  the  circumstance  before  either 
the  noble  lord  or  the  rev.  prelate  had  al- 
luded to  the  clause  in  question.  The  noble 
lord  had  said,  that  a  right  hon.  and  learned 

fent.  who  brought-  in  the  Residence  bill, 
ad  pledged  himself  that  a  separate  bill 
should  be  biH>ught  in  for  the  better  provi- 
sion of  curates.  If  any  man  could  alter 
bis  sentiments  on  the  present  biil^  it  would 


be  that  right  hon.  and  learned  gent. ;  but 
he  believed,  he  neither  attended  the  discus- 
sions on,  nor  voted  for  the  present  bill ;  but 
not  even  the  high  respect  and  affection  he 
entertained  for  him  could  prevail  on  him 
to  countenance  a  measure,  which,  in  his 
conscience,  he  believed  to  be  so  pregnant 
with  vexatious  and  mischievous  effects. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  said  that 
he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  prin^ 
ciple  of  the  bill,  but  there  were  some  of 
the  clauses  which  he  thought  would  be  at- 
tended with  injurious  effects,  and  would 
introduce  vexation  and  mischief;  he  shoukl 
therefore  vote  that  the  bill  be  rejected. 

The  question  being  called  for,  the  Bill 
was  rejected  without  a  division. 

[Maynooth  College  ]  On  the  qucs* 
tion  that  the  Appropriation  act  be  read  a 
third  time. 

Lord   flolland  objected    to    it  on  the 
ground  he  had  done  yesterday,  relative  to 
the  alteration  in  the  grant  to  Maynooth^ 
College. 

Lord  Hawkesbury,  for  the  reasons  he  had 
before  assigned,  defended  the  alteration. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  condemned  the  al* 
teration  in  the  grant. 

The  Earl  of  jLauderdale  termed  it  a  nar- 
row-minded, parsimonious  saving ;  and 
was  sorry  to  find,  that  after  ministers  had 
expressed  their  wishes  that  all'  terms  of 
asperity  against  the  Catholics  should*  be 
avoided,  as  well  as  every  thing  that  might 
tend  to  irritation  among  them,  they  should 
have  coupled  two  such  transactions,  as  the 
sending  back  to  Ireland,  loaded  with  ho- 
nours, a  man,  who  had  in  a  most  illiberal 
manner  always  shewn  himself  a  bitter 
enemy  of  the  Catholics,  and  this  paltry 
saving  of  3,500/.  previously  granted  them 
for  the  better  educating,  at  home,  priests 
to  superintend  the  religion  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  ;  which,  taken  together, 
could  not  ^l,  in  his  opinion,  to  cause  the 
greatest  irritation. — ^The  Bill  was  then  read 
a  third  time. 

[Protest  against  the  Sugar  Distilla- 
tion BiLL.1  On  the  third  reading  of  this 
Bill,  the  following  Protest  was  entered 
upon  the  Journals  of  their  lordships :  viz, 
"  Dissentient,  1st.  Because,  when  we 
consider  that  the  price  of  wheat  was  not 
higher  than  72«.  per  quarter,  nor  the  price 
of  barley  more  than  40*.  on  the  7th  of 
May,  about  which  time  it  was  first  pro* 
posed  to  stop  the  distilleries,  under  the 
pretended  notion  of  an  approaching  scar- 
city, and  that  the  price  of  wheat  was 
7^.  6d.  and  of  bstfley  44«.  9d,  oo  the  Ist 
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of  Jan.  1802,  at  wfiich  time  the  prohibi- 
tion, imposed  in  Dec.  1801,  was  done  away 
by  the  legislature ;  it  is  obvious  that  this 
measure  proceeds  upon  grounds  perfectly 
different   from   those  prohibitions  which 
were  enforced  in  the  35th,  36th,  and  41st 
years  of  his  majesty's  reign. — Because,  as 
we  learn  from  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, communicated  to  this  house  by  the 
house  of  commons,  that  this  measure  was 
recommended  *  with  a  view  to  apply  as 
speedy  a  relief  as  possible  to  the  case  of 
the  West  India  planters,'  and  that  nothing 
in  the  evidence  before  them  could  have 
induced  them  to  propose  a  measure  so  hurt- 
ful ;  independent  ot  that  consideration,  we 
feel  it  our  duty  to  protest  against  a  prin- 
ciple so  novel  and  dangerous  as  that  of 
depriving  the  agriculturist  of  the  benefit 
he  derives  from  the  demand  created  by 
the  distilleries,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  a 
temporary  relief  to  the  distresses  of  any 
other  classes  of  the  community. — Because 
we  sec  great  rea-ron  to  reprobate,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  that  principle  of  commer- 
cial  legislation/  now  for  the   first   time 
adopted,  which  sanctions  the  temporary 
relief  of  those  who  have  embarked  their 
capital  in  one  branch  of  industry,  by  im- 
posing hardships  on  those  whose  capital  is 
engaeed  in  promoting  the  national  prospe- 
rity through  the  means  of  another  branch 
of  industry. — It  appears  to  us,  that,  if  the 
price  of  cotton  goods  were  at  any  time  re- 
duced so  low,  from  the  abundance  of  the 
stock  in  hand,  that  they  were  sold  at  a  loss 
to  the  manufacturers,  it  would  be  a  system 
new  and  injurious  to  prohibit,  on  that  ac- 
count, certain  classes  of  the  community 
from  wearing  woollen  cloth    Yet  it  is  upon 
this  principle   that  the   industry  of  the 
farmer,  whose  exertions  are  generally  ac- 
knowledged to  be  the  most  beneficial  to 
the  community,  is  now  to  be  depressed, 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  an  uncertain, 
and,  at  best,  a  temporary  relief  to  the 
West  India  planter.      Lauderdale, 

Suffolk  and  Berks, 
Selkirk.'* 


mouse  of  commons, 
Thursday,  June  30. 

[Corporal  Punishments  in  the  At^my.] 
Sir  F.  BurdeU  rose,  and  shortly  observed, 
that  the  object  of  his  motion  was,  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  regularly  before  the 
discussion  of  the  house  in  the  coui-se  of 
the  next  session,  a  matter  which  he  con- 
ceived to  be  of  the  first  importance^  and 


which  had  already  been  discussed  incident- 
ally. He  concluded,  by  moving,  "That 
there  be  laid  before  the  house,  early  in 
the  next  session  of  parliament.  Regimental 
Returns  of  all  Corporal  Punishments  sen- 
ti^nced  and  inflicted  duriuj^  the  last  ten 
years,  ending  on  the  1st  of  Jan.  1808,  in 
every  regiment  of  Regulars,  Militia,  Gar- 
risons, and  Artillery  ;  specifying  the 
causes,  the  sentence,  and  the  number  of 
lashes  given  at  one  or  more  periods." 

The  Secretary  at  War  rose  to  give  tbt 
motion  his  decided  negative,  and  be  trust- 
ed that  the  house  would  coincide  with  him 
in  the  vote  he  should  give.  He  would  not 
enter  into  much  argument  upon  the  sub- 
ject, as  the  hoii.  baronet  had  not  prefaced 
his  motion  with  many  observations ;  but 
he  would  appeal  to  the  house  and  to  the 
hon.  baronet  himself,  whether  any  cood 
consequences  were  likely  to  result  trom 
such  a  motion,  at  this  particular  time? 
For  his  part,  he  was  convinced,  that  it 
could  produce  no  good,  and  might  pro- 
duce great  evil.  On  this  ground,  he 
would  have  opposed  the  motion,  even  if 
the  return  moved  for  had  been  a  simple 
paper,  which  was  already  in  the  hands  of 
all  the  members.  Although  he  had  al- 
ready given  his  opinion  on  the  subject 
when  it  was  discussed  incidentally,  yet  be 
should  now  repeat,  that  there  was  nothing 
which  history  made  more  evident  than 
that  a  body  of  men  subjected  to  military 
discipline,  and  governed  by  a  particular 
law,  were  much  more  to  be  depended  on 
in  the  field  than  those  who  were  not  so 
disciplined.  If  this,  then,  were  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  general  truth»  he  saw  no  rea- 
son why,  at  the  present  moment,  and  wth 
such  an  enemy  as  we  have  now  to  contend 
with,  that  the  discipline  which  had  so  long 
subsisted  in  the  British  army  should  now 
be  shaken.  It.  appeared  to  him  that  great 
evil  might  be  produced  from  this  question 
being  agitated  among  the  common  sol* 
diers.  He  was  perfectly  aware  of  the 
competence  of  the  house  to  discuss  this  or 
any  other  subject  which  should  be  brought 
before  them  relative  to  the  army,  as  it 
was  competent  to  them  to  address  his 
majesty  on  all  such  subjects  ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  it  would  be  for  the  discretion 
of  the  house,  and  also  for  the  discretion  of 
the  individual  member  who  brought  for- 
ward such  motions,  to  consider  whether 
they  could  be  productive  of  any  good,  and 
whether,  on  the  other  hand,  they  were  not 
likely  to  produce  much  mischief.— N« 
member  rising  to  speak^ 
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Sir  Francis  Burdett  rose,  in  reply  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  the  Secre- 
tary at  War.  He  was  extremely  surprised 
lit  the  manner  in  which  his  motion  had 
been  received  by  that  right  hon.  gentle- 
man>  as  it  appeared  to  him,  that  a  matter 
of  greater  importance,  or  more  peculiarly 
important  in  the  present  times,  could  not 
possibly  be  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  house.  He  thought  they  would  do 
ill  by  the  country,  and  that  they  would  do 
ill  by  its  gallant  army,  if  they  were  to 
leave  out  of  their  consideration  entirely 
the  suOerings  to  which  that  army,  and  the 
individuals  that  composed  it,  were  daily 
exposed.  If  this  consideration  was  at  all 
times  due  to  the  army,  it  was  more  pecu- 
liarly due  to  it  at  a  time  when  it  comprised 
so  considerable  a  portion  of  our  popula- 
tion, and  when,  by  the  institution  of  the 
Local  Militia,  every  man  in  England  was 
afiected  by  the  military  code  of  the  coun- 
try.— He  did  not  think  that  considerations 
ot  that  nature  should  be  answered  by  old 
trite  observations,  of  military  discipline 
being  a  necessary  thing,  and  ot  disciplined 
troops  being  better  than  those  that  were 
undisciplined.  Such  general  observations 
were  not  of  weight  enough  to  be  entitled 
to  put  a  stop  to  all  discussion  upon  the 
subject.  As  to  the  objection  of  the  great 
diftkulty  in  obtaining  such  returns,  he 
could  not  but  conceive  that  those  returns 
could  be  easily  procured  from  every  regi- 
ment in  the  service.  As  to  the  great 
danger  that  there  was  supposed  to  be  in 
parliament  meddling  at  all  with  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  army,  he  was  enabled,  in 
support  of  his  own  opinion,  to  cite  the  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone,  who  in 
speaking  of  the  Mutiny  Act,  said,  "  That 
the  Mutiny  Act  was  an  act  hastily  penned, 
and  he  wished  that  it  should  be,  some  time 
or  another,  submitted  to  the  deliberate 
consideration  of  parliament."  It  w  as  not, 
therefore,  extraordinary  that  he  should 
view  the  subject  in  the  same  light  that 
Blackstone  viewed  it,  or  that  he  should 
think  that  this  was  a  lime  peculiarly  proper 
for  such  a  consideration.  When  the  whole 
population  of  the  country  were  becoming 
military,  and  perhaps  ought  to  become 
military,  at  such  a  time  it  was  peculiarly 
necessary  that  the  military  code  should  be 
made  as  congenial  to  the  feelings  of  the 
nation  as  was  consistent  with  the  proper 
ends  of  military  discipline.  He  could  not 
see  what  objection  there  was  to  produc- 
ing information  upon  the  subject,  as  the 
huuie  would  have   afterwards  the  power 


of  determining,  according  to  their  discre- 
tion,  upon  the  information  so  received. 
If  the  information  was  laid  betbre  the 
house,  and  the  house,  upon  deliberate 
consideration,  found  that  the  system  of 
corporal  punishment  could  not  be  got  rid 
of.  It  would  at  least  be  satisfactory  to  the 
public  to  know,  that  the  subject  had  occu- 
pied the  serious  attention  of  the  legislature; 
It  might,  perhaps,  be  found,  that  the  sys- 
tem was  at  least  capable  of  receiving  a 
good  deal  of  moditication ;  and  that  it 
should  not  be  left  lo  the  caprice,  folly, 
or  accidental  disposition  and  character  of 
mind  of  particular  commanders,  what  pu- 
nishment those  under  their  command  were 
to  be  subject  to.  It  was  well  known  in 
the  army,  that  under  one  officer  corporal 
punishments  were  seldom  or  never  known 
in  a  regiment ;  but  that  when  the  same 
regiment  passed  under  the  command  of 
another  officer,  they  became  frequent.  It 
was  in  vain  to  say  that  the  character  of 
the  English  soldiers  made  the  frequency 
of  those  punishments  necessary  ;  for  it  was 
weil  known,  that  some  officers,  much  to 
their  credit,  preserved  the  discipline  of 
their  regiments,  and  increased  their  re- 
putation, without  often  recurring  to  this 
mode  of  punishment ;  whereas  there  weror 
other  officers,  under  whom  it  was  much  • 
practised,  and  it  was  not  remarked  that 
their  regiments  were  much  improved  by 
it.  He  should  not  hesitate  to  name  a  par- 
ticular regiment  in  ilhistration  of  his 
argument.  The  15th  Light  Dragoons  had 
formerly  gained  reputation  for  discipline 
at  home,  and  for  good  conduct  when 
abroad.  It  had,  as  he  understood,  been 
for  nearly  eight  years  under  the  command 
of  an  officer  who  was  not  fond  of  inflicting 
corporal  punishments,  and  in  the  space  of 
eight  years  there  had  been,  as  he  under- 
stood, but  six  corporal  punishments  in  the 
regiment,  which  was  at  that  time  remark- 
able for  its  discipline  and  good  conduct. 
That  regiment  had,  however,  now  got 
another  commander  (the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land) ;  and  while  it  was  under  his  com- 
mand, he  was  informed  that  there  had  been 
no  less  than  80  punishments  in  less  than  half 
that  period  ;  and  he  was  told  that  the 
regiment  was  likely  to  be  spoiled.  He 
thought  it  was  most  evident  that  soldiers 
should  net  be  left,  in  this  respect,  to  the 
caprice  or  accidental  character  of  the  dif- 
ferent individuals  who  should  happen  to 
command  it.  The  right  hon.  secretary 
said,  that  discipline  must  be  kept  up  in  an 
army  :  this  was  a  thing  which  every  body 
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knew  ;  but  other  armies  kept  up  their 
discipline  without  having  recourse  to  the 
punishment  of  the  lash.  The  enemy  with 
whom  we  were  contending,  had  also  disci- 
plined armies,  although  there  were  no 
such  disgraceful  punishments  in  his  armies. 
He  would  not  believe  that  there  was  any 
thing  in  the  character  of  English  soldiers 
which  required  a  much  greater  severity  of 
treatment  than  any  other  army,  perhaps 
with  the  exception  of  the  Russian  army. 

Lord  Castlereagh  was  surprised  at  the 
hon.  baronet  having  conceived  that  this 
was  a  proper  period  to  bring  forward  such 
a  motion.  He  hardly  knew  how  to  argue 
against  the  hon.  baronet,  as  their  views 
upon  almost  every  subject  were  so  totally 
different,  that  there  was  scarcely  a  point 
•f  coincidence.  He  wondered,  however, 
that  if  the  hon.  baronet  felt  the  subject  of 
so  great  importance,  he  should  have  slept 
over  it  until  the  session  was  just  upon  the 
close.  If  the  returns  could  be  made,  and 
it  appeared  that  punishments  .were  fre- 
quent, that  would  mSt  support  the  argu- 
ment of  the  hon.  baronet,  as  it  would  be  a 
greater  proof  of  the  existence  of  offence 
than  of  the  impropriety  of  the  punishment. 
The  motion  of  the  hon.  baronet,  connected 
with  the  observations  he  had  formerly 
made,  did  look  like  a  settled  and  syste- 
matic intention  to  bring  the  military  code 
of  the  country  into  disrepute,  in  the 
French  code,  to  which  he  appeared  to 
give  so  great  a  preference,  the  officers 
omild,  without  any  trial,  inflict  the  punish- 
ment of  death,  upon  any  soldier  whom  he 
•hould  conceive  to  have  committed  an 
ofifence  that  deserved  it.  When  they  had 
•uch  a  power,  corporal  punishment  might 
not  be  so  necessary.  If  corporal  punish- 
ment existed  in  our  army,  it  was  because 
by  the  English  code  no  man's  life  or  per- 
son could  be  touched  or  shaken  without 
the  decision  of  a  competent  tribunal.  The 
hon.  beronet  bad,  however,  found  an  op- 
portunity to  insinuate  that  punishments 
m  the  array  depended  on  the  caprice, 
folly,  or  passion  of  commanding  officers, 
and  to  mention  the  name  of  an  illustrious 
commander.  He  must  have  known,  how- 
ever, that  no  man  could  be  punished  in 
the  army,  but  by  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial,  the  members  of  which  were  upon 
their  oaths.  The  house  might  therefore 
judge  with  what  degi'ee  of  liberality  and 
candour  it  was  that  he  drew  his  views, 
from  what  he  had  stated  to  have  taken 
place  in  one  particular  regiment.  He 
must  also  observe^  that  tho  regiments  of 


cavalry  were  much  fuller  now  than  at  the 
time  the  hon.  baronet  alluded  to,  and  that 
on  that  account  the  punishments  might  be 
supposed  to  be  more  numelrous.  He  an* 
ticipated  the  feelings  of  the  house,  and  the 
disapprobation  they  would  express  to  the 
motion.  He  conceived  the  statement  wai 
a  most  injurious  misrepresentation  of  our 
military  code.  No  soldiers  excelled  the 
Enrlish  soldiers  in  their  attachment  to 
their  king,  and  their  fidelity  to  their 
country,  or  who  testified  it  more,  when 
their  fidelity  and  attachment  were  put  to 
the  test.  He  was  sure  that  the  majority 
of  that  house,  and  the  great  mass  of  the 
country,  would  disapprove  of  interfering 
with  the  established  discipline. 

Sir  George  Warrender  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  full  rigour  of  the  military  code 
ought  not  to  be  applied  to  the  local  militia. 
But  with  respect  to  its  application  to  the 
regular  army  he  differed  widely  from  the 
hon.  baronet,  as  he  did  almost  on  every 
thing  he  brought  before  the  house.  It 
was  not  only  by  the  previous  form  of  a 
court  martial  that  the  arbitrary  infliction 
of  punishment  was  guarded  against,  hot 
by  the  inspection  of  the  visiting  general 
officers,  who  were  to  see  the  regimental 
returns  of  the  courts  martial,  of  the  pu- 
nishments that  should  have  taken  place* 
and  of  the  degree  and  manner  in  \rhich 
those  punishments  should  have  been  exe- 
cuted ;  of  all  which  particulars  the  com- 
mander in  chief  required  particular  reports 
to  be  made  to  him.  The  general  officers 
were  also  instructed  to  inquire  of  the  men, 
as  they  passed  the  companies,  whether 
they  had  any  grievance  to  complain  of. 
With  all  these  checks  there  could  be  no 
instance  of  wanton  or  capricious  punish* 
ment.  The  use  of  the  cane  was  entirely 
laid  aside  in  consequence  of  the  denuna- 
ation  of  his  majesty's  severe  displeasure. 
He  thought  it  necessary  to  state  these  facts, 
to  prevent  the  public  mind  from  receiving 
a  false  impression  on  a  matter  so  im- 
portant. 

Lord  Folkestone  supported  the  motion  of 
the  hon.  baronet.  He  agreed  entirely  in 
the  eulogium  which  was  bestowed  by  a 
noble  lord  on  the  character  of  English  sol- 
diers ;  but  he  thought  that  very  eulogium 
was  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  motion, 
as  it  shewed  that  such  men  did  not  deserve 
to  be  subjected  to  more  disgraceful  or 
severe  punishments,  than  were  those  in 
the  other  armies  of  the  world.  The  noble 
lord,  however,  had  advanced  no  reason 
against  the  motion  of  the  hon.  baronet, 
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although  he  had  made  some  comments 
upon  his  speech.  If  by  the  returns  moved 
for,  it  should  appear  that  those  punish- 
ments were  not  very  frequent,  and  ithat 
they  were  administered  in  a  steady,  er^, 
course  of  justice,  then  the  production  of 
such  a  return  would  be  the  best  answer 
that  could  be  given  to  the  speech  of  the 
worthy  baronet.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it 
appeared  (as  he  believed  no  gentleman 
out  of  that  house  would  deny),  that  the 
system  of  punishment  was  by  no  means 
uniform  or  regular,  but  was  different  in 
one  regiment  from  anoiher,  and  in  the 
same  regiment,  when  it  changed  its  com- 
mander,^ he  thought  it  was  evident  that 
that  was  not  an  equal  or  impartial  code^ 
and  that  the  system  ought  to  be  reformed 
or  modified.  The  object  of  the  motion 
was  to  find  out  the  manner  in  which  this 
military  code  was  exercised.  It  was  well ' 
known  that  every  regiment  was  subject  to 
the  same  military  code,  and  yet,  if  this 
code  in  some  regiments,  or  under  some 
officers,  should  be  found  infinitely  more 
severe  than  in  others,  it  was  necessary  to 
guard  those  regiments,  and  the  army  at 
large,  firom  the  consequences  of  the  caprice 
of  individual  officers. 

Mr.  Windham  did  not  conceive  that  such 
return  would  enable  the  house  to  form  a 
correct  judgment  on  the  subject  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  principal  thing 
which  was  to  protect  the  soldier  from  ca- 
pricious punishment,  was  effected  in  this 
country  by  making  a  court-martial  neces- 
sary before  punishment  could  be  inflicted. 
.  He  thought  that  by  the  French  code,  the 
•oldier  was  more  exposed  to  capricious 
punishment,  as  he  had  not  the  benefit  of  a 
trial.  He  hoped  that  the  evil  would  be 
corrected  in  a  gradual  manner ;  and  he 
thought  that  it  would  be  best  effected  by 
countenancing  those  officers  who  kept  up 
the  discipline  of  their  regiments  without 
making  those  punishments  often  neces- 
sary, and  by  discountenancing  those  who 
only  preserved  the  discipline  of  their 
regiments  by  the  frequency  and  severity 
of  corporal  punishments.  He  thought  the 
feelings  of  the  officers,  and  the  fashion  of 
the  service,  would  do  more  to  diminish 
these  punishments,  than  could  safely  be 
done  by  the  legislature. 

Earl  Tonpie  said,  that  his  principal  ob- 
jection to  the  motion  was,  that  it  might  at 
4he  present  moment  do  harm,  and  that  it 
could  not  do  good.  If  the  motion  was 
agreed  to  at  the  close  of  the  session,  it 
would  hold  out  hopes  aiid  expectations  to 
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the  soldiers,  which  would  probably  be  dis- 
appointed. He  therefore  thought  it  would 
do  no  good  to  turn  the  attention  of  the ' 
le^islaaire  to  the  subject;  but  that  it 
might  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  to  have  the 
attention  of  the  different  commanding  offi- 
cers directed  lo  the  consideration  of  the 
subject.  In  that  point  of  vi«w  only  it 
appeared  to  him  that  good  could  result 
from  the  agitation  of  this  question.  Per- 
haps the  different  commanding  officers 
might,  by  consulting  together  upon  the 
subject,  find  out  other  punishments  that 
would  be  equally  effectual  in  keeping  up 
the  discipline  of  those  regiments,  without 
being  so  obnoxious  to  the  feelings  of  men 
in  general.  He  did  not  conceive,  how- 
ever, that  the  motion  of  the  hon.  baM^iet 
had  justly  subjected  him  to  any  reproof, 
as  it  was  notorious  that  the  punishment  of 
the  lash  was  much  less  fi*equent  in  foreign 
armies  than  in  ours. 

Mr.  Lockhart  was  decidedly  adverse  to 
the  production  of  such  returns.  They 
would  be  only  ffiving  to  the  house  the 
groans  of  the  sufferers,  without  giving  the 
evidence  upon  which  they  received  their 
sentences.  Corporal  punishment  was  not 
peculiar  to  the  army,  but  might  be  in- 
flicted by  the  sentence  of  the  judges  for 
various  ofilences  at  the  common  law.  A 
soldier  had,  in  addition  to  the  court-martial 
that  tried  him,  the  advantage  of  an  appeal 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  who  might 
order  a  general  court-martial,  and  he  had 
actually  known  a  case  where  a  soldier  had 
obtained  a  new  trial  upon  such  an  appeal, 
and  was  acquitted. — The  house  then  di- 
vided :  For  the  motion  4  ;  Against  it  77, 
— ^Majority  73. 

[Hyde  Park.]  Mr.  Creeoof  rose,  in 
consequence  of  the  notice  he  had  given, 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  before  the 
house  the  intended  encroachments  in  Hyde 
Park.  It  would  be  unnecessary  for  him  to 
endeavour  to  impress  upon  the  house  the 
great  advantages  which  the  population 
of  this  vast  metropolis  derived  from  having 
access  to  the  three  Parks,  It  was,  there- 
fore, a  subject  of  considerable  regret  to 
him,  to  find  there  was  a  plan  in  contem- 
plation for  devoting  a  great  part  of  Hyde 
Park  to  private  edifices.  It  was  a  very 
ungracious  thing  in  any  officer  to  recom- 
mend to  his  majesty  that  certain  parts  of 
it  should  be  granted  out  for  such  purposes. 
He  would  not  deny  that  the  king  had  the 
right  of  doing  so  ;  but  when  it  was  con- 
sidered that  within  these  few  years  tlie 
public  had  paid  no  less  than  7 1,000/.  for 
4C 
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the  improvement  of  the  Parks,  he  could 
not  help  thinkmg  that  they  had  a  prettv 
good  claim  to  the  use  of  them  at  least,  ft 
^vas  said  that  the  proposed  plan  would 
extend  only  to  eight  houses,  but  if  the 
buildings  were  once  begun,  he  was  con- 
vinced the  system  would  go  on.  These 
eight  houses  would  not  be  the  last.  When 
on  a  former  evening  he  made  use  of  the 
word  '  favouritism/  he  did  not  mean  to 
imply  that  any  jpolitical  favouritism  was 
shewn  by  the  Crown  Surveyor ;  but  he 
certainly  did  mean  to  say,  that  an  im- 
proper preference  was  likely  to  be  given 
by  that  person,  and  that  some  individuals 
nearly  connected  with  him  were  to  obtain 
that  preference.  It  was  no  excuse  to  say, 
'  that  persons  whose  political  opinions  did 
not  accord  with  those  of  that  gentleman, 
were  also  to  obtain  slants  of  the  same 
kind. .  The  object  of  his  motion  was  the 
production  of  the  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Fordyce  and  the  lords  of  the  Treasury, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  their  consent 
to  the  leases  which  he  was  about  to  execute. 
Should  the  correspondence  be  granted  to 
him,  it  was  his  intention  to  follow  it  up 
by  an  address  to  his  majesty,  praying  that 
he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  leave 
Hyde  Park  in  its  present  state. 

Mr.  Hanbury  Iracey  seconded  the  mo- 
tion. He  censured  the  plan  of  curtailing 
Hyde  Park ;  but  if  the  measure  was  per- 
severed in,  he  wished  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  would  include  him  among  those 
to  whom  lots  were  to  be  given. 

The  Otancellor  qf  ific  Exchequer  observed, 
that  no  ground  had  been  laid  for  the 
motion,  and  that  it  would  ill  become  the 
house  to  interpose  between  his  majesty 
and  the  exercise  of  one  of  his  undoubted 
rights.  It  was  to  be  presumed  that  on  this 
occasion  he  would  act  with  the  same  bene- 
ficence and  conscientious  regard  to  the 
interests  and  convenience  of  his  subjects 
that  had  marked  the  whole  of  his  reign. 
There  was  no  reason  to  suppose  his  ma- 
jesty would  make  any  improper  grants. 
The  plan,  in  fact,  had  not  yet  been  sub- 
mitted to  liim.  It  was  only  a  few  days 
ago  that  it  was  laid  before  the  Treasury. 
With  what  propriety,  therefore,  in  this 
stage  of  the  business,  could  the  hon.  mem- 
ber call  upon  the  house  to  interfere  ? 
There  was  no  intention  to  convert  the 
Park  into  a  town,  and  for  any  purposes  of 
sordid  gain  to  turn  that  which  was  now 
used  for  recreation  into  streets.  Such 
a  project  would  meet,  and  deservedly,  with 
general  reprobation.     But  he  could  not 


see  upon  what  grounds  that  house  coald 
call  upon  his  majesty  to  refrain  from  the 
moderate  exercise  of  an  undoubted  rigfat. 
As  to  favouritism,  he  would  assure  the 
hon.  gent,  it  was  not  intended  to  give  an 
undue  preference  to  any  person.  The 
grants  were  to  be  the  subject  of  fiir  and 
open  competition;  and  they  who  might 
succeed  in  obtaining  them,  would  find, 
that  they  occupied  the  most  expensive 
houses,  by  far,  in  the  metropolis.  As  he 
had  before  observed,  no  case  had  been 
made  out,  and  he  must,  therefore,  oppose 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Windham  contended,  that  this  was 
a  subject,  of  all  others,  fit  for  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  house,  and  that  this  was  pre- 
cisely the  moment  when  it  should  inter- 
pose, llife  plan,  it  appeared,  was  almost 
completely  arranged,  and  if  the  house  did 
not  address  his  majesty  now,  they  tvoold 
have  no  other  opportunity  of  doing  so. 
By  the  time  they  next  met,  the  bouses 
probably  would  be  half  built,  or,  at  least, 
so  far  advanced  as  to  render  it  impossible 
to  discontinue  the  plan.  Against  the  plan 
he  must  enter  his  protest.  He  was  not 
quite  sure  that  his  majesty  possessed  the 
right  of  disposing  of  the  park  in  the  way 
proposed.  It  would  be  a  satisfaction  to 
him  to  know  how  the  crown  and  the 
public  stood  in  that  respect,  and  whether 
It  had  not  given  up  the  right  which  it  was 
now  intended  to  assert,  in  consequence  of 
the  payment  from  the  Consolidated  Fond. 
It  was  idle  to  suppose  the  plan  would  not 
go  on  if  it  were  once  begun,  and  that  it 
would  be  limited  to  eight  houses.  These 
houses  would  go  on,  co-operating  "with 
other  houses,  until  it  would  be  no  longer 
a  park.  Indeed,  it  could  scarcely  be 
called  so  at  present,  for  it  was  almost  in- 
vested with  houses.  On  one  side  there 
was  Knightsb ridge,  grown  into  a  consider* 
able  town;  Qn  another; Kensington.  There 
was  also  a  ffreat  town  starting  up  on  the 
northern  side.  Now,  if  in  addition  to  these 
a  number  of  houses  should  be  erected,  the 
power  of  vegetation  would  be  completely 
destroyed.  The  park  would  no  longer 
be  thdt  scene  of  health  and  recreation  it 
formerly  was.  It  was  a  saying  of  lord 
Chatham,  that  the  parks  were  the  lungs  of 
London.  lie  could  devise  no  means  more 
efleclual  for  the  destruction  of  these  Inngs 
than  the  proposed  plan.  The  great  in-r 
crease  of  tne  metropolis  might  be  attribute 
ed  to  the  desire  which  every  man  felt  t» 
get  as  it  were  into  the  country  ;  to  go  a 
little  further  towards  it  than  his  neighbofir. 
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He  had  heard  of  parks  being  decorated 
with  grottos  and  temples,  but  here  was  a 
plan  to  decorate  a  park  with  houses ;  as  if 
a  citizen,  who  should  leave  Whitechapel  on 
a  Sunday  evening  to  get  a  little  fresh  air, 
would  feel  much  gratified  when  he  Arrived 
at  Hyde-park  to  see  nothing  but  houses. 
He  would  most  probably  think  that  he  had 
seen  enough  of  these  in  the  course  of  his 
walk.  Hyde  park  would  not  admit  of  be- 
ing contracted,  and  he  trusted  that  this 
plan  of  decorating  it,  by  setting  a  few 
London  houses  in  the  midst  of  it,  would  be 
abandoned.  He  was  glad  of  an  opportu- 
nity of  marking  out  these  consequences. 
There  were  but  few  marks  of  royal  splen- 
dour in  the  metropolis.  Though  he  did 
not  think  so  lowly  of  St.  James's  as  others, 
yet  still  he  must  say,  that  if  it  did  not  look 
like  a  palace,  it  did  not  look  like  any 
thing  else :  certainly,  not  like  a  private 
house.  That  and  the  parks  were  the  only 
signs  that  London  was  ever  used  as  a 
royal  residence.  He  protested  therefore, 
against  any  project  intended  to  qonvert 
these  into  a  source  of  emolument.  The 
inconvenience  that  would  result  from  it 
would  infinitely  outweigh  any  advantage 
that  would  be  derived  from  it.  He  was 
slad  that  this  discussion  had  taken  place. 
It  would  not.be  without  its  use,  if  it  should 
prevent  the  execution  of  a  plan  which,  to 
speak  of  its  consequences  in 'the  mildest' 
way,  must  at  least  produce  very  considera- 
ble dissatisfaction. 

Mr.  Sfteridan  said,  that  agreeing  as  he 
did  in  every  word  which  fell  from  his 
right  hon.  friend,  he  would  only  trouble 
the  house  with  a  few  words.  It  was  well 
known  that  he  was  extremely  anxious  to 
promote  the  improvement  of  the  metro- 
polis, and  particularly  of  the  city  of  West- 
minster; but  in  all  the  plans  which  he 
had  supported  and  recommended  in  that 
view,  it  was  a  principle  with  him  not  to  crib 
one  inch  fix>m  any  of  the  parks.  He  could 
not  conceive  upon  what  grounds  it  was, 
that  the  surveyor  of  the  crown  lands  sup- 
posed his  majesty  would  give  his  con- 
currence to  so  ridiculous  and  unjust  a  plan, 
as  that  in  contemplation.  The  park  was 
already  sufficiently  encroached  upon.  Ha- 
milton-place was  both  an  encroachment 
and  a  nuisance.  He  had  been  to  visit  it 
that  morning,  and  such  a  gibbet-like  erec- 
tion he  never  saw.  It  was  all  angles  and 
projections.  There  was  also  that  heavy 
lump,  Bathurst  House,  which  he  could 
compare  to  nothing  but  a  tub  of  brick. 
The  plan,  he  understood,  was  to  erect  a 


number  of  houses  parallel  with  Park-lane, 
but  to  build  only  opposite  inean  and  low 
houses.  But  was  not  the  mean  house  as 
dear  to  the  proprietor,  as  the  splendid 
mansions  of  lords  Grosvenor  and  Petre 
were  to  those  noblemen  ?  Did  he  not,  in 
fact,  pay  an  additional  price  for  the  view 
as  well  as  his  wealthier  neighbour,  and 
why  was  he  to  be  deprived  of  it  ?  If  this 
plan  were  carried  into  eflcct,  the  pro- 
prietors of  these  new  houses  would  natu- 
rally throw  their  best  rooms  towards  the 
park,  and  put  their  stables  and  other  nui- 
sances towards  Park-lane.  It  would  be  a 
less  objectionable  plan  to  build  on  both 
sides  of  Rotten-row,  that  gentlemen  might 
take  their  morning  rides  there,  and  have 
the  advantage  of  being  gazed  at  by  the 
ladies  in  the  balconies.  If  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  have  the  candour  to  as- 
sure the  house  that  nothing  further  would 
be  done  in  this  business  until  the  next 
session,  he  would  recommend  his  hon. 
friend  to  withdraw  his  motion.  Before  he 
sat  down,  he  would  embrace  the  oppor- 
tunity of  apprising  the  house,  that  in  the 
course  of  the  next  session  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  bring  forward  the  motion  respect- 
ing the  improvement  of  the  metropolis,  of 
which  he  had  given  notice  two  years  ago, 
but  which  he  afterwards  dropped  in  coa- 
sequence  of  some  objections  on  the  score 
of  economy  from  the  administration  with 
which  he  was  then  connected. 

Mr.  Crecvey  professed  his  willingness  to 
withdraw  his  motion  upon  the  assurance 
suggested  by  his  right  hon.  friend. 

The  Chancellor  qfthc  Exchequer  said,  that 
consistently  with  his  duty,  and  the  view  he 
took  of  the  subject,  he  would  give  no  such 
assurance. 

Mr.  Huskisson  said,  that  so  far  from  the 
plan  being  completely  arranged,  he  had 
only  heard  of  it  about  a  week  ago. 

A  division  then  took  place:  Ayes2S; 
Noes  36. — Majority  against  the  motion  13. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Friday t  July  1 . 
[Orders  in  Council.]  Lord  JfoUaad 
wished  to  be  informed  whether  any  en- 
gagement had  yet  been  entered  into  with  ^ 
Sweden,  to  give  eticct  on  their  part  to  the 
Orders  in  Council.  A  noble  friend  of  his 
(lord  Grenville)  had  formerly  given  notice 
of  a  motion  to  address  his  majesty  to  re- 
voke those  Orders,  but  had  been  induced 
to  withdraw  it  in  consequence  of  the  ne- 
gociations  that. were  pending.     Although 
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no  motion  to  that  effect  had,  on  that  ac- 
count, since  been  made,  he  still  retained 
his  former  opinion  with  respect  to  the  im- 
policy and  injustice  of  those  Orders.  As 
the  case  at  present  stood»  the  execution  of 
them  rested  with  his  majesty's  ministers, 
in  whom  he  could  have  very  little  confi- 
dence. They  Jiad  the  power  of  suspend- 
ing their  execution  in  certain  cases,  by 
means  of  granting  licences ;  and  he  was 
anxious  to  know  what  policy  in  this  res- 
pect it  was  intended  to  aidopt  towards 
Spain.  He  did  not  wish  to  extort  from 
ministers  any  answer  that  it  might  be  im- 
proper to  give;  but  he  trusted  that  the 
narrow  policy  of  selling  licences  would  not 
be  adopted  upon  the  present  occasion,  bat 
that  a  broad  and  liberal  policy  would 
mark  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters with  respect  to  the  Spanish  nation ; 
and  in  this  view,  it  might  be  expedient  to 
revoke  the  Orders  in  Council,  so  far  as  re- 
garded the  ports  of  that  country.  He 
could  not  help  again  adverting  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  issuing  a  Declaration,  stating 
m  an  open  and  manly  manner  our  views 
with  respect  to  Spain,  and  our  determina- 
tion to  assist  them,  without  intermixing 
any  selfish  objects  in  the  recovery  of  their 
independence.  He  had  heard  that  the 
Spanish  prisoners  had  been  released,  and 
he  applauded  it  as  a  wise  and  liberal  act. 
He  thought,  however,  that  it  ought  to  have 
been  accompanied  by  a  declaration  of  our 
motives  for  dobg  so,  which  would  have 
had  a  much  better  effect  in  Spain  than  the 
mere  act  itself,  or  than  what  the  released 
prisoners  could  be  enabled  to  state  on  their 
return  to  Spain.  He  could  not  agree  in 
the  policy  of  waiting  until  a  reffuTar  go- 
vernment was  established  in  Spain  ;  that 
must  rather  be  the  result  of  the  present 
struggle  for  their  independence,  than  pre- 
cede It.  In  the  case  of  the  revolution  in 
England,  at  the  time  of  the  landuig  of  the 
prince  of  Orange,  James  II.  having  abdi- 
cated  the  throne,  there  was  no  regular  go- 
vernment left ;  the  establishment  of  a  new 
gfovernment  was  the  result  of  the  discus- 
sions which  then  took  place.  Upon  this 
subject  he  felt,  in  common  with  every  man 
in  the  country,  the  greatest  anxiety  as  to 
the  result ;  and  a  great  anxiety  also  to 
know,  as  far  as  it  couUl  with  propriety ^"e 
known;  what  line  of  policy  ministers  would 
adopt. 

Lord  Hawhsbury  said,  with  respect  to 
Sweden,  that  the  most  satisfactory  assu- 
rances had  been  received  frojn  the  court 
of  Stockholm,  of  the  disposition  of  that 


court  to  give  every  effect  to  that  system 
which  had  been  adopted  in  our  Orders  in 
Council.  He  would  not  now  argue  the 
question  respecting  these  Orders,  as  it  had 
been  argued  over  and  over  again  ;  but  he 
would  merely  state,  that  his  opinion  with 
respect  to  the  policy  and  expediencj^  of 
that  measure,  remained  the  same  as  he  had 
repeatedly  expressed  in  that  house.  The 
noble  lord  seemed  to  misapprehend  the 
policy  of  the  system  adopted  under  the 
Orders ;  inasmuch  as  it  was  merely  intend-' 
ed  to  extend  it  to  powers  at  war  with  hi» 
majesty,  and  to  countries^occupicd  by  theii' 
arms.  With  respect  to  Spain,  the  prtsoa- 
ers,  as  stated  by  the  noble  lord,  had  been 
released,  and  upon  that  subject  he  oould 
assure  the  noble  lord,  that  it  was  the  wish 
of  his  majesty's  ministers  to  give  eyery 
assistance  to  the  Spanish  nation  that  was 
consistent  with  the  utmost  generosity  and 
liberality,  without  intermixing  any  partial 
feelings  or  p^sh  objects;  every  aasiatanoe 
that  could  tend  to  insure  to  them  soccett 
in  the  glofious  struggle  in  which  the)- 
were  now  engaged,  it  was  the  sentiment 
of  every  man  in  the  country,  whatever 
might  be  his  opinions  u^on  other  subjects^ 
that  every  possible  assistance  should  be 
given  to  the  Spaniards  in  the  contest  in 
which  they  were  now  engaged,  and  his 
majesty's  ministers  were  disposed  to  rende* 
that  assistance  in  the  spirit  of  generosity 
and  liberality,  and  with  a  hope  that  it 
might  lead  to  that  ultimnte  success  which 
it  was  the  wish  of  every  man  in  the  croon- 
try  should  be  the  result.  The  present  »• 
tuation  of  Spain  derived  additional  interest 
from  that  congeniality  of  sentiment  which 
had  for  centuries  existed  between  ^>ain 
and  this  country,  and  of  whibh  additional 
proofs  had  been  derived  from  the  receat 
communication  with  the  Spanish  nation. 
Their  wars  had  no  reference  to  any  difie- 
rence  of  sentiment,  the  congeniality  whidi 
had  so  long  existed  still  remained,  and  ex- 
cited a  strong  additional  interest  in  the 
event  of  the  struggle. 

The  Earl  of  Laudetdak  adverted  to  a 
former  statement  of  the  noble  secretary  of 
state,  with  respect  to  the  disp<^tion  of  the 
court  of  Stockholm  to  give  efiect  to  tKe 
system  adopted  in  the  Chrders  in  Council, 
and  obseiTed,  that  it  might  have  been  ex- 
pected by  this  time  that  some  engagement 
would  have  been  entered  into,  or  that  some 
treaty  would  have  been  signed,  whidi 
might  have  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
house,  and  which  would  have  been  a  bet- 
ter proof  of  the  dispositions  of  that  court. 
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With  respect  to  the  effect  of  those  Orders, 
he  complained  that  the  returns  which  had 
been  some  time  since  moved  for,  of  the 
exports  and  imports  at  diiierent  ports,  had 
not  yet  been  laid  before  the  house,  so  that 
they  were  unable  to  judge  of  the  effect  of 
those  Orders  upon  the  trade  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  from  those  papers  not  being  laid 
upon  the  table,  they  had  at  least  a  right 
to  suspect,  that  they  were  not  favourable 
to  the  conclusion  which  ministers  wished 
to  draw  from  the  operation  of  those  Or- 
ders. 

Lord  HoUand  observed,  that  the  noble 
secretary  of  state  appeared  to  have  mis- 
conceived a  part  of  what  he  had  said  with 
respect  to  the  operation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  on  our  intercourse  with  Spain. 
Spain,  in  her  present  anomalous  state,  was 
not,  it  was  true,  an  enemy ;  but  still  she 
could  not  be  considered  as  a  neutral,  and 
thus,  under  the  operations  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  her  ports  would  be  blockaded 
with  respect  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  What 
he  was  therefore  anxious  to  learn  from 
ministers  was,  whether  they  intended  to 
deal,  upon  this  occasion,  in  the  sale  of 
licences,  which  he  considered  a  narrow 
and  unwise  policy ;  and  whether  they  in- 
tended to  revoke  those  Orders  as  far  as 
Ihey  regarded  the  ports  of  Spain. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  adverted  to  the 
document  upon  the  table,  containing  a 
«Utement  ot  the  exports  and  import?  at 
the  port  of  I/>ndon  for  the  quarter  ending 
the  5th  of  April  1 808,  to  shew  the  decrease, 
compared  with  the  corresponding  quarters 
of  1807  ;  the  exports  of  British  manufac- 
tures in  the  latter  being  5,100,000/.  and  in 
the  former  4,900,000/. ;  and  the  imports, 
and  also  the  exports,  of  foreign  produce, 
decreasing  in  proportion,  to  prove  thereby 
the  injurious  effects  of  the  Orders  in 
Council. 

Lord  Haxpkesbury  observed,  that  the 
amount  of  the  exports  and  imports  was.no 
criterion  in  itself;  the  question  was,  were 
they  greater  or  less  than  they  would  have 
been  if  the  measure  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  had  not  been  resorted  to  ?  With 
respect  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  noble 
lord  (Holland),  he  now  clearly  under- 
stood the  object  of  that  noble  lord  to  be  to 
ascertain,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of 
ministers  to  revoke  the  Orders  in  Council 
flo  far  as  regarded  the  ports  of  Spain  ?  He 
could  only  state,  that  if  the  noble  lord 
would  suspend  his  curiosity  for  a  few 
days,  he  vrould  find  that  ministers  had  not 
omitted  the  consideration  of  this  part  of 


the  subject,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
saving,  that  in  this  respect,  as  well  as  in 
others,  it  was  their  wish  to  act  with  the 
utmost  generosity  and  liberality  towards 
the  Spcmish  nation. 

The  Earl  of  Damley  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  narrow  policy  of  taking  possession 
of  a  few  ships,  would  not  be  the  only  sti- 
mulus to  induce  ministers  to  aflbrd  assist- 
ance to  Spain.  He  considered  the  cause 
of  the  Spaniards  entitled  to  all  the  aid  and 
protection  this  country  could  aflbrd. 

Lord  Holland  expressed  himself  satisfied 
with  the  explanation  given  by  the  noble 
secretary  ot  state. 

HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Saturdcnf,  July  2. 

[Sugar  Distillation.]  The  Sugar  Dis- 
tillery bill  was  brought  from  the  lords, 
with  an  amendment,  to  which  their  lord^ 
ships  degsired  the  concurrence  of  the 
commons. 

Mr.  R.  Dundoi  moved,  that  the  house 
do  agree  to  the  lords  amendment  in  this 
bill.  The  bill,  in  fact,  now  stood  in  the 
precise  state  in  which  it  was  when  it  lefi 
that  house.  An  alteration  had  surrep- 
titiously been  made  in  the  bill  in  its  passage 
from  that  to  the  other  house  of  parliament* 
by  substituting  the  words  Great  Britain 
for  the  word  England,  and  the  amendment 
of  the  lords  only  brought  back  the  bill  to 
that  state  in  which  it  was  when  last  before 
them. — ^The  amendment  was  accordingly 
agreed  to. 

[Chairman  op  Ways  and  Means.]  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  having  moved 
the  usual  grants  to  the  officers  of  the 
house,  &c.  and  among  others  the  sum  of 
1200/.  to  Mr.  Wharton  for  his  trouble  in 
acting  as  chairman  of  the  public  com- 
mittees of  that  house, 

Mr.  Biddulph  took  occasion  to  repeat 
the  objections  he  had  more  than  once 
urged  to  tliis  grant,  which  was  equal  to  the 
allowance  made  to  the  commissioners  of 
customs  and  excise.  The  duty  to  be  per- 
formed by  these  gentlemen  was  constant, 
whereas  the  labour  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committees  of  ways  and  means  ceased  with 
the  session  of  parliament ;  which  it  was 
also  his  duty  to  attend,  independantly  of 
any  emolument.  If,  therefore,  1200/.  a 
year  was  a  sufficient  remuneration  for  a 
commissioner  of  customs  or  excise,  h6  was 
of  opinion  it  was  greatly  too  much  to  be 
paid  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
chairman  of  the  committees  of  supply  and 
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of  ways  and  means. — ^The  different  rotes 
were  then  put  and  agreed  to. 

[Board  of  Agriculturb.]  Sir  John 
Sinclair  stated,  that  the  Board  of  Agri^ 
culture  had  been  engaged  for  some  tune 
in  collecting  Reports  of  all  the  different 
parts  of  the  country,  which  were  to  be 
made  the  ground  work  of  one  general 
report,  exhibitins^  a  complete  detail  of  the 
internal  state  of  agriculture  of  the  king- 
dom. This,  it  must  be  admitted,  was  a 
very  important  object,  and  one  of  great 
public  utility.  To  complete  this  object, 
only  1500/.  would  be  required,  a  sum, 
which,  as  it  was  not  to  be  annual,  but  was 
merely  an  accidental  expence,  he  was 
convinced  the  bouse  would  not  think  of 
any  moment,  when  compared  with  the 
advantages  to  be  expected  from  the  report. 
He  therefore  moved,  "  That  an  humble 
address  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  pray- 
ing that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased 
to  order,  that  the  sum  of  1500/.  be  paid  to 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  to  enable  them 
to  complete  the  Reports,  which  they  are 
now  engaged  in  collecting  firom  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country,  for  the  purpose 
of  framing  a  general  report  of  the  state  of 
Qiffriculture  throughout  the  kingdom.'' — 
His  majerty's  consent  being  signified  to 
this  application,  the  address  was  agreed  to. 

S Prisons  in  Ireland.]  Mr.  Sheridan 
he  should  have  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  address  the  house  at  considerable  length 
on  this  subject,  did  he  not  understand  that 
the  inquiry  which  it  was  his  intention  to 
I>ropose,  would  not  meet  with  any  opposi- 
tion. He  should,  therefore,  abstain  from 
any  of  those  details  which  if  entered  into, 
could  not  fail  to  disgust  the  feelings  of  the 
house,  and  might  provoke  irritation  among 
those  who  were  more  immediately  the 
objects  of  suffering.  He  was  satisfied  that 
an  inquiry  into  the  evils  complained  of 
would  do  ministers  credit,  and  he  would 
rather  have  seen  them  enter  into  it  volun- 
tarily, than  urged  on  to  the  investigation. 
In  bringing  forward  the  present  question, 
he  declared  that  he  was  actuated  solely 
by  that  feeling  which  he  hoped  hitherto 
had  characterized,  and  should  continue  to 
characterize,  his  parliamentary  conduct; 
a,  consciousness  or  the  propriety,  if  not  of 
the  necessity,  of  what  he  proposed,  and  an 
ardent  desire  to  discharge  his  duty  to  the 
public.  The  right  hon.  gent,  then  pro- 
ceeded to  quote  the  reports  of  the  inspec- 
tor-general of  prisons  in  Ireland.  He  re- 
marked that  many  of  the  evils  which  now 
existed  had  been  enumerated  in  the  report 


of  1 805,  but  that  no  notice  had  ever  been 
taken  of  them  in  that  house,  although  it 
appeared  from  that  report,  that,  out  of  1500 
or  1  GOO  persons  imprisoned  during  1803^ 
not  one  in  500  of  the  committals  had  been 
made  upon  oath,  and  that  fifteen-sixteenths 
of  them  had  been  discharged  without  trial, 
or  any  evidence  even  of  a  susptcion  of 
their  guilt  being  produced.  From  the 
report  of  the  inspector  for  the  year  1807, 
numberless  heavy  grievances  appeared  to 
exist.  In  some  instances,  the  jails  were 
insecure  ;  in  some,  the  jailors  were  repre- 
sented as  inhuman  fellows ;  in  Cork  county 
and  city,  the  scite  of  the  prison  was 
swampy,  and  calculated  to  produce  fevers 
and  agues,  and  jobbing  and  avarice  had 
no  bounds.  Throughout  the  whole,  the 
low  salaries  of  the  jailors  were  pleaded 
as  the  excuse  for  corruption,  extortion,  and 
neglijsfence.  As  to  food,  in  some  instaaces 
the  loaf  was  scandalously  small,  to  many 
prisoners  not  three-fouruis  of  a  pound  of 
bread  was  given  a  day.  He  particularly 
alluded  to  the  state  of  Kilmainham  jau, 
and  to  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Trevor,  superin- 
tendant  of  it.  He  had  abstained  firom 
bringing  forward  this  business  till  he  was 
in  possession  of  evidence  under  the  hands 
of  the  parties  concerned,  as  to  the  conduct 
of  this  person,  who  was  represented  in  the 
narratives  of  .messrs.  Tandy  and  Mason  as 
of  the  most  inhuman,  hardened,  and  ma- 
lignant disposition.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
proceeded  to  read  several  very  serious 
charges  against  this  person,  and  concluded 
with  movmg,  "  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  his  majesty,  that  he  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  direct  that  a  Special 
Commission  should  be  appointed  to  enquire 
into  and  inspect  the  condition  and  govern- 
ment of  the  state  prisons  and  other  gaob 
in  the  city  and  county  of  Dublin,  and  such 
other  gaols  in  Ireland .  as  they  shall  judge 
it  proper  to  direct  their  attention  to,  and 
to  investigate  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners 
therein  confined  since  the  year  1798, 
where  ground  of  complaint  shall  be  pre- 
ferred, and  also  to  examine  into  the  con- 
duct of  those  entrusted  with  the  rule  and 
government  of  the  said  prisons^  and  to 
report  thereon." 

General  Mathew  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  regretted 
that  the  motion  was  deferred  until  a  period 
when  those  members  could  not  be  present 
who  were  the  best  informed  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Although  he  should  not  oppose  the 
motion,  he  trusted  he  should  not  be  sop- 
posed  to  acquiesce  in  the  right  hon.  gent/s 
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statements.  He  adverted  to  the  inquiry 
that  had  been  made  during  lord  Hard- 
wicke's  administration^  which  was  among 
the  printed  papers  laid  before  that  house 
in  1805,  and  on  which  it  had  not  been 
thought  necessary  by  the  house  to  take 
any  steps.  He  regretted  that  the  right 
hon.  gent,  should  have  made  such  an  ex 
parte  statement  against  individuals,  who 
would  have  no  means  of  exculpating  them- 
selves until  the  next  session  of  parliament. 
Mr.  fV,  Pole  wished  that  the  right  hon. 
gent,  had  brought  forward  his  motion  when 
the  Irish  members  were  present,  convinced 
as  he  was  (from  his  own  local  knowledge) 
that  those  members  would  have  declared 
the  futility  of  the  statements  that  had  been 
jnade.  He  examined  some  of  the  reports, 
and  detected  several  misrepresentations 
that  existed  in  them.  He  supported  the 
motion,  because  it  could  do  no  harm,  and 
might  do  much  good. 

Mr.  Beretford  defended  the  character  of 
Dr.  Trevor,  who  was  generally  esteemed 
as  a  man  of  great  humanity  and  kindness. 
He  had  heard  the  unfortunate  Emmett  ac- 
knowledge this  at  the  scaifold  in  the 
warmest  terms. 

Mr.  WVm^arfthoughtthe  public  highly 
indebted  to  his  right  hon.  friend  for  the 
institution  of  an  inquiry,  from  which,  in 
his  opinion,  a  great  deal  of  good  would 
probably  result. 

Colonel  Vereker  defended  the  magistrates 
of  the  county  of  Galway,  from  any  share 
in  the  inoputation  attempted  to  be  thrown 
on  the  whole  country. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  would  only  make  an 
observation  or  two  on  what  had  been  said 
on  the  other  side,  and  particularly  by  the 
right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
with  respect  to  an  investigation  having 
been  made  into  these  alleged  grievances, 
by  the  authority  of  lord  Hardwicke  as  lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland,  the  report  of  which 
be  stated  to  have  been  laid  before  this 
house  and  printed  in  1805.  Mr.  Moore 
said,  that  being  intent  on  obtaining  all 
possible  information,  he  regularly  watched 
all  the  documents  laid  before  this  house  for 
that  purpose  ;  and  that  having  given  the 
subject  of  these  alleged  grievances  his 

^         earnest  attention,  it  was  almost  impossi- 

,  ble  that  such  an  important  document  as 
the.  report  in  question  could  have  escaped 

^        him,  had  it  ever  been  before  the  house ;. 

j  as  firom  the  description  given  by  the  right 
hon.  gent.,  it  went  to  preclude  all  furtner 
inquiry  into  the  claims  of  justice,  so  forci- 

I       bly  stated  in  the  various  petitions  before 


the  house,  and  that  under  this  impression 
he  was  very^much  surprised  when  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  informed  him 
a  few  days  ago,  that  in  a  conversation  with 
the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, he  was  told,  that  such  a  report  had 
been  made  and  printed,  laying  all  these 
grievances  at  rest ;  but,  in  order  to  remove 
the  doubt  which  it  naturally  threw  on  his 
own  opinion,  as  coming  from  such  autho- 
rity, he  instantly  went  to  the  vole  office, 
where,  with  all  the  care  and  diligence 
with  which  it  is  conducted,  the  officers  as- 
sisted him  in  several  searches  of  their 
books,  and  at  length  they  found  an  entry 
that  pointed  to  something  like  a  report  in 
1 805,  as  mentioned  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
opposite.  That  report,  Mr.  Moore  said, 
he  held  in  his  hand,  and  the  right  hon. 
gent,  would  see,  on  inspection,  that  it  was 
a  report  stating  only  the  names  and  num- 
ber of  prisoners,  without  the  least  mark  of 
investigation,  or  appearance  of  proceeding 
thereon ;  and  from  the  minute  examina- 
tions which  had  been  made  in  the  vote 
office,  Mr.  Moore  said,  he  was  perfectly 
satisfied  there  was  no  other  report.  But, 
continued  Mr.  Moore,  if  there  ever  has 
been  an  investigation  into  these  alleged 
abuses,  it  must  have  been  very  snugly  and 
closely  managed,  as  it  roust  be  manifest 
to  the  house,  that  the  aggrieved  petitioners 
(without  whom  such  an  investigation  was 
a  farce),  who  ought  especially  to  have  had 
notice  of  it  and  to  have  been  present,  had 
never  heard  of  it,  and  were  still  petitioning 
this  house,  imploring  such  a  hearing  and 
such  an  investigation  as  that  which  is  said 
to  have  taken  place  and  been  decided  on. 
But  he  now  hoped,  that  if  such  a  report 
did  exist,  whatever  it  might  be,  that  re- 
port, together  with  all  the  petitions  which 
had  been  presented,  and  all  the  documents 
which  had  been  laid>  before  the  house^ 
would  be  referred  to  the  commissioners  to 
be  appointed  for  making  another  investi- 
gation,  who  should  be  instructed  to  feel 
and  consider  the  honour  and  character  of 
our  government  to  be  its  first  and  princi- 
pal, and  the  justice  due  to  individuals  only 
as  its  secondary  object.  And  he  hoped 
and  trusted,  that  in  this  spirit  and  under- 
standing, the  motion  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  would  meet  with  the  unanimous  sup- 
port of  the  house. — ^The  motion  was  then 
agreed  to. 

[Dismissal  of  the  late  Mr.  Dal- 
RYMPLE.]  Mr.  R,  Ward  again  alluded  to 
the  discussion  which  had  taken  place  on  a 
former  night  as  to  the  causes  of  the  dit- 
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missal  of  Mr.  Dalrymple  (ryn  the  office  of 
hydi'ographer  to  the  Adinii'alty,  and  stated 
that  he  understood  an  hon.  gent,  opposite 
to  hkn  was  now  satisfied  on  this  head. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  he  had  taken  some 
part  in  the  conversation  on  this  subject  on 
a  former  night.  He  had  since  been  shewn 
the  correspondence  on  the  subject,  and  he 
was  satisfied  that  Mr.  Dali*ymple  had  ex- 
hibited a  degree  of  contumacy  which  was 
probably  inconsistent  with  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duties  to  the  admiralty.  He 
was  of  opinion,  however,  that  if  the  board 
bad  exhibited  to  that  respectable  gen- 
tleman tlie  greatest  possible  degree  of 
liberality  and  indulgence,  it  was  nothing 
but  what  his  long  and  meritorous  services 
justly  entitled  him  to. 

Mr.  ^.  Pole  said,  that  considering  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  formerly  been 
alluded  to,  when  a  noble  lord,  not  then 
present,  had  brought  the  subject  of  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Dalrymple  before  the 
house,  and  the  peculiar  situation  in  which 
he  stood  res|>ecting  that  transaction,  he 
trusted  he  might  be  permitted  to  give  some 
explanation  of  what  had  passed.  He  said 
he  owed  it  to  the  public,  to  the  admiralty, 
and  to  himself,  to  state  the  circumstances 
which  had  led  to  Mr.  Dairy mple's  re- 
moval :  it  would  give  him  extreme  pain 
to  be  under  the  necessity  of  bringing  any 
thing  before  the  house  or  the  public  that 
could  in  any  degree  tend  to  create  unea- 
siness to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Dalrymple,  or 
could  at  all  affect  the  memory  of  that  res- 
pectable gentleman.  Mr.  Pole  said,  he 
understood  the  hon.  gent  to  have  ex- 
pressed himself  to  be  satisfied,  that  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  as  he  found 
them  in  the  papers  which  had  been  pre- 
pared, and  had  been  shewn  to  the  hon. 
gent,  by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Ward),  the 
board  of  admiralty  could  not  do  otherwise 
than  dismiss  Mr.  Dalrymple.  He  under- 
stood the  hon.  gent,  to  say,  that  the  duty 
the  admiralty  owed  to  the  public,  cer- 
tainly justified  them  completely  in  the 
step  they  had  taken.  He  seemed  to  admit 
that  they  had  treated  Mr.  Dalrymple  with 
justice.  But  Mr.  Pole  said,  he  owned  it 
astonished  him  to  hear  the  hon.  gent,  insi- 
nnate,  that  more  lenity  might  have  been 
shewn,  and  that  he  shoidd  hkie  been  better 
pleased  if  more  indulgence  and  liberality 
bad  been  shewn  him. 

Mr.  Horner  rose  and  said  the  hon.  gent, 
had  quite  misunderstood  him,  he  had 
meant  no  such  insinuation,  what  be  had 
said  was  in  quite  another  view. 


Mr.  W.  Pole  resumed  :  he  said  be  was 
extremely  glad  to  find  that  he  had  misun- 
derstood the  hon.  gent.  He  certainly 
thought  he  had  meant  such  an  insinuation. 
He  then  begged  permission  of  the  house 
to  state  the  circumstances  which  led  to 
Mr.  Dalrymple's  removal ;  that  about  the 
month  of  Nov.  last,  the  first  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty, upon  ascertaining  that  his  ma- 
jesty's fleets  were  not  supplied  with  charts 
upon  any  regular  and  settled  principle, 
and  considering  that  great  inconvenience 
had  arisen  from  the  king's  ships  in  many 
parts  of  the  world  being  unfurnished  with 
proper  charts  for  their  guidance,  deter- 
mined to  Idiy  down  a  system  by  which  in 
fiiture  all  his  majesty's  ships  in  every  part 
of  the  world  should  be  supplied  with  the 
best  charts  existing  for  the  station  to  which 
they  might  belong ;  and  in  order  to  effect 
this  most  desirable  and  important  object, 
the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  had  csdled 
upon  the  boarH  to  isisue  their  orders  to  the 
hydrographer  to  prepare  a  proper  selec- 
tion. Mr.  Dalrymple,  in  return  to  diis 
order,  had  stated  that  he  was  incompetent 
to  make  the  selection,  from  not  having  a 
local  knowledge  of  many  seas,  and  for  a 
variety  of  other  reasons ;  and  he  recom- 
mended that  in  order  to  carry  the  first 
lord's  plan  into  execution,  a  committee  of 
ten  officers  should  be  appointed  to  select 
and  arrange  the  charts  proper  to  be  issued 
to  the  navy.  From  the  mouent  however 
that  this  committee,  as  recommended  by 
Mr.  Dalrymple,  was  appointed,  it  became 
impossible  for  them  to  proceed  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duty.  It  had  fallen  to 
his  lot,  as  it  was  a  part  of  his  duty,  to  exa- 
mine into  the  state  of  the  hydrographer^s 
office  ;  it  was  impossible  to  describe  the 
confusion  in  which  he  found  it ;  from  Mr. 
Dalrymple's  infirmities,  it  could  not  be 
otherwise.  He  wished  at  all  times,  as  he 
alvrays  had  done,  to  speak  of  that  vene- 
rable and  respectable  eentleman,  with 
every  possible  degree  of  tenderness  and 
attention,  with  all  the  consideration  due  to 
his  talents,  to  his  great  acquirements  and 
his  eminent  services.  But  it  was  impos- 
sible not  to  admit,  that  the  state  of  his  office 
was  such,  as  to  prevent  all  diance  of  pro- 
ceeding with  the  arrangements  necessary 
for  the  good  of  the  service  under  his  ma- 
nagement. The  house  would  perceive 
the  truth  of  this  remark,  when  he  informed 
them,  that  Mr.  Dalrymple's  habits  were 
such,  that  he  seldom  or  never  came  to 
his  office  before  three  o'clock,  and  thai 
the  office  of  the  hydrographer  closed  at 
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four.  A  variety  of  mipleasant  circam- 
sUaces  occurred,  upon  which  Mr.  Pole 
said,  he  would  not  dwell  ;  severaf  discus- 
sions took  pl^ce  at  the  board  of  admiralty 
on  the  subject.  It  was  found  to  be  impos- 
sible to  proceed  with  the  plans  that  had 
been  ordered,  unless  Mr.  Dalrymple  re- 
tired from  his  office ;  and  the  board  were 
extremely  desirous  that  Mr.  Dalrymple 
should  be  removed  in  the  manner  most 
l^teful  to  his  feelings,  and  upon  the  foot- 
ing the  most  creditable  and  delicate  to- 
wards him.  It  became,  Mr.  Pole  said, 
his  duty  to  communicate  the  sentiments 
of  their  lordships  to  Mr.  Dalrymple.  In 
the  month  of  April  an  interview  took 
place,  and  Mr.  Dalrymple  had  printed  an 
account  of  the  conversation  that  passed  at 
it ;  this  account,  Mr.  Pole  said,  was  cer- 
tainly not  correct ;  it  was  indeed  almost 
impossible  that  it  should  be  so,  as  it  was 
certainly  set  down  merely  from  memory, 
and  the  conversation  was  a  very  long  one. 
He  believed,  however,  that  no  person  who 
had  seen  Mr.  Dalrymple's  report  of  the 
conversation  would  say  that  his  part  of  it, 
at  least,  was  not  conducted  in  a  spirit  of 
conciliation,  and  with  all  the  respect  and 
delicacy  due  to  a  person  of  Mr.  JDalrym- 
ple's  character  and  high  attainments.  He 
had  been  instructed  to  tell  Mr.  Dalrymple, 
that  their  lordships  proposed  he  should 
retire  upon  the  largest  pension  they  were 
authorized  to  give  by  his  majesty's  order 
in  counciL  The  conversation  closed  by 
Mr.  Dah-ymple's  refusing  to  be  superan- 
nuated ;  and  from  that  period,  said  Mr. 
Pole,  to  the  end  of  the  month  of  May, 
many  things  occurred  that  rendered  it  at 
length  absolutely  necessary  that  Mr.  Dal- 
rymple's removal  should  take  place.  It 
became  a  question  whether  he  should  re- 
main, and  the  public  service,  in  a  matter 
thought  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
safety  of  the  king's  ships  in  every  part  of 
the  world,  be  absolutely  impeded;  or  whe- 
ther he  should  retire  upon  an  allowance, 
deemed  by  his  majesty  m  council  an  ade- 
quate reward  for  long  and  faithful  services. 
The  board  of  admiralty  determined  upon 
the  latter  proceeding,  and  he  had  been 
commanded  to  write  to  him,  acquainting 
him  with  their  lordships'  decision.  His 
letter  on  the  28th  of  May,  Mr.  Dalrymple 
had  also  pnnted.  It  would  be  seen,  he 
trusted,  that  it  was  written  in  the  same 
spirit  of  consideration  for  Mr.  Dalrymple's 
feelings,  which  the  admiralty  had  mani- 
fested through  the  whole  transaction. 
There  was  one  passage  in  the  letter  which 
Vol.  XI, 


required  explanation  :  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty had  directed  him  to  state  to  Mr. 
Dalrymple,  that  upori  application  for  su- 
perannuation, their  lordships  would  order 
his  retirement  upon  a  pension  to  the  full 
extent  allowed  by  the  king's  order  in  coun- 
cil. The  admiralty  had  given  this  order, 
because  they  conceived  that  in  granting 
public  money  to  any  individual,  they  were 
bound  to  shew  the  public  that  the  mdivi-. 
dual,  however  meritorious,  was  not  so  cir- 
cumstanced as  to  be  enabled  to  retire  with- 
out requiring  aid,  which  his  majesty  was 
pleased  to  sanction  in  such  cases.  Mr. 
Dalrymple,  however,  disdained  to  make 
the  application  ;  but  the  admiralty,  the 
day  after  his  removal,  having  heard,  that 
his  circumstances  were  not  affluent,  but 
that  he  objected  to  make  to  them  the  usual 
application,  had  directed  an  order  to  be 
sent  to  the  navy  board  for  his  superannu- 
ation, which  accordingly  took  place.  Mr. 
Pole  concluded  by  trusting  he  had  satis- 
fied the  house,  that  through  the  whole  of 
this  proceeding  the  utmost  respect,  consi- 
deration, and  tenderness,  had  been  mani- 
fested to  Mr.  Dalrymple,  and  that  his 
removal  from  his  omce  had  arisen  from 
absolute  necessity. 

Mr.  Homer  repeated  what  he  had  for- 
merly stated.  He  imputed  no  blame  to 
the  admiralty  board  for  dismissing  Mr. 
Dalrymple  :  as  he  had  already  said,  he 
should  have  been  better  pleased,  if  they 
had  pursued  their  indulgence  to  the  utmost 
degree  to  which  it  could  be  carried,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  they  might  have  done  on 
account  of  the  past  and  meritorious  ser- 
vices of  that  very  eminent  and  respectable, 
man. 


HOUSE   OP    LORDS. 

Monday,  July  4. 

[Spain.]  The  Earl  of  Suffolk  rose  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  criti- 
cal situation  in  which  we  now  stood  with 
respect  to  Spain.  It  was  generally  under-* 
stood  that  a  large  armament  was  to  be  sen^ 
to  assist  the  patriotic  exertions  of  that  na- 
tion in  resisting  the  tyranny  that  would, 
oppress  its  liberty,  and  In  enabling  it  to 
assert  its  independence.  Who  was  to  com- 
mand that  expedition  ?  Its  fate  might, 
perhaps,  be  closely  connected  with  the 
auspices  and  command  under  which  it  was 
to  serve.  He  did  not  know  that  we  had 
now  any  responsible  minister.  In  former 
administrations  Mr.  Pitt,  lord  Sidmouth, 
and  latterly  lord  Grenville,  stood  forw  ard 
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a^  the  avowed  responsible  ministers  of  their 
day.  An  expedition  had,  not  long  ago, 
been  confided  to  genera)  Whitelocke,  with 
the  issue  of  which  every  man  was  but  too 
sorrowlTiIly  acquainted.  The  individual, 
it  was  true,  had  been  punished,  but  in  en- 
terprizes  of  that  nature,  it  was  not  enough 
to  punish  the  individual,  some  atonement 
should  be  made  at  the  shrine  of  the  tar- 
nished honour  of  the  country  :  that  expia- 
tion was  yet  unpaid.  No  minister  had  as 
yet  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge  of  that 
appointment.  These  considerations  led 
him  to  enquire  who  was  the  responsible 
minister  at  the  present  moment ;  for  by 
the  appointment  which  must  soon  take 
place  of  a  Commander  of  the  Expedition 
to  Spain,  not  only  the  character  and  mili- 
tary fame  of  the  nation,  but  its  most  vital 
interests  might  be  deeply  affected.  He 
then  alluded  to  a  noble  duke  who  seldom 
came  to  the  house,  and  confessed  that  he 
was  unable  to  determine  whether  that  no- 
ble duke  possessed  the  mfluence  attributed 
to  him  or  not. — ^The  observations  of  the 
noble  earl  did  not  meet  with  any  answer. 
[The  Lords  CoMMissfoNSRs'  Speech.] 
About  a  quarter  before  four  the  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  the  lord  chancellor,  the 
lord  president  of  the  council,  the  lord  privy 
seal,  and  the  duke  of  Montrose,  took  their 
seats  as  his  majesty's  commissioners.  Mr. 
Quarme,  the  deputy  usher  of  the  black 
rod,  was  sent  to  the  house  of  commons  to 
desire  their  attendance.  The  Speaker,  and 
a  considerable  number  of  members,  short- 
ly afterwards  came  to  the  bar.  A  com- 
mission for  giving  the  royal  assent  to  cer- 
tain bills  was  read  by  the  clerk,  by  virtue 
of  which  the  royal  assent  was  given  Co 
several  bills.     After  which. 

The  Lord  ChanccUor,  in  bis  majesty's 
BamOj,  delivered  the  fol low iog  Speech. 
"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen* 
"  We  have  it  in  command  from  his  ma- 
jesty to  express  to  you  the  great  satisfac- 
tion which  he  derives  from  being  enabled, 
by  putting  an  end  to  the  pTes^nt  session  of 
parliament,  to  terminate  the  laborious  at- 
tendance which  the  public  business  has 
required  of  you. — The  measure  which  yx)u 
bave  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  tbc 
military  force  of  the  country,  promises  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  a  system  of  internal 
defence  eminently  usef\ilj  and  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  exigences  of  these  |imes. — 
The  sanction  which  you  have  given  to  those 
measures  of  defensive  retaliation,  to  whi^h 
the  violent  attacks  of  the  enemy,  upon  the 
•ommerce  and  resources  of  this  kingdom. 


compelled  bb  ma^my  to  vesert,  has  h^e^ 
highfy  salisiactory  to  his  najesty. — lAm 
majesty  ^ombts  bM  that  in  the  resnk  tti<» 
enemy  will  be  convinced  ef  the  tmpoKey 
of  perseverkig  in  a  ^stetn  which  retortt 
upon  himself,  in  so  much  greater  propov* 
tion,' those  evils  which  be  evdkavoors  to 
inflict  upon  this  coiintry. 
**  Grentlemen  of  the  House  of  Cooinion^ 

"  We  are  coranrande^  by  bis  mcjesty  t» 
return  his  roost  hearty  acknowledgments 
for  the  checrfalness  and  liberalky  vritii 
which  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  cwr* 
rent  year  have  been  provrAed. — ^Hi»  ma- 
jesty directs  us  to  assure  y«»,  that  he  pap* 
ticipates  in  the  sati9fEM:tion  with  which  yei» 
must  have  contemplated  the  flonrishtB^ 
situation  of  the  revenue  and  credit  of  the 
country,  notwithstanding  the  cofitkmed 
pressure  of  the  war  ;  and  he  cengratulate* 
you  upon  having  been  enabled  to  proTiita 
fbr  the  exigences  of  the  public  serrice, 
with  so  small  an  addition  to  the  publie 
burthens. — His  majesty  commands  us  t» 
thank  yon  for  having  enabled  htm  to  mate 
good  his  engagements  with  his  allies ;  asrf- 
to  express  to  you  the  particular  gmlifica- 
tion  which  he  has  derived  from  the  raastner 
in  which  jnotr  have  provided  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  his  sister,  her  royal  hif^esa 
the  duchess  of  Brunswick. 

**  My  Lord»  and  Gentlemen, 

**  His  majesty  has  great  satisfac^oa  ia 
inibrminff  you,  that,  notwithstanding  tfa|& 
formidable  confederacy  united  against  hit 
iatty  the  king  of  Sweden,  that  sovereign 
'  perseveres,  with  anabated  vigour  and  con- 
stancy, to  maintain  the  honour  and  inde- 
pendence of  bis  crown ;  no  etft^  has  beei^ 
wanting  on  the  part  ot  bis  majesty  to  asp- 
port  him  in  the  arduous  contest  m  which 
he  is  engaged. — ^The  recent  transactioaa  im 
Spain  and  Italy  have  exhibited  new  and 
striking  proofs  of  the  unbounded  and  mi* 
principled  ambition  which  actuates  the 
common  enemy  of  every  established  so- 
vernment  and  mdependent  nation  in  uie 
world. — His  miuesty  views,  with  the  Xir^ 
liest  biterest,  the  loyal  and  d^sterminet 
spirit  manifested  by  tb^  Spanish  nation,  in 
reststinff  the  violience  and  perf^  with 
which  their  dearest  rights  have  been  assa3« 
ed. — ^Tbus  nobly  struggling  against  t^ 
tyranny  and  usurpatitm  of  France,  tht 
Spanish  nation  can  no  longer  be  consider* 
ed  as  the  enemy  of  Great  Britain  ;  bnt  b 
recognised  by  bis  majesty  as^  a  natpral 
friend  and  ally. — ^We  are  commanded  to 
inform  you  that  commtinications  have  been 
made  to  his  majesty  from  serer^  of  the 
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prmrine«ft  of  Spain*^  soliciting  the  aid  of  bis 

wajeftty.  Tho  aniwer  of  liis  majesty  to 
these  commyiiicaUoiis  has  been  received  in 
•S^»ai#>  with  every  demonstration  of  those 
•enlinieftts  of  confidence  and  affection 
wfaich  are  congenial  to  the  feelings  and 
true  interests  of  both  natbns.  And  his 
ttajestT  oomoKinds  us  to  assure  you  Chat 
be  will  continue  to  make  every  exertion 
in  his  power  ibr  the  support  of  tne  Spanish 
cause  f  guided  in  the  choice  and  in  the 
direction  of  his  exertions  by  the  wishes  of 
those  in  whose  behalf  they  are  employed. 
—In  coniributing  to  the  success  of  this  just 
nnd  glorious  cause,  his  majesty  has  no 
other  object  than  that  of  preserving  unim- 
paired the  integrity  and  independence  of 
ihe  Spanish  monarchy-  But  he  trusts  that 
the  same  efforts  which  are  directed  to  that 

Spat  object,  may,  under  the  blessing  of 
vine  Providence,  lead  in  their  efiects, 
smd  by  their  example,  to  the  restoration 
of  the  liberties  and  the  peace  of  Europe." 
A  commission  being  read  for  proroguing 
ftbe  parliaryieut,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in 
his  majesty's  name,  and  by  virtue  of  the 
ftid  commission,  declared  the  parliament 
io  be  proroffued  to  the  20th  of  August, 
nexti  to  be  taen  and  there  holden. 

tlOUSt  OF  CDMMOltS. 

Monday,  Jufy  4. 
[Spain.]     Mr.  Wkkbread  began  by  ob- 
serving, tlMt  be  bad  with   considerable 
anxiety  waited  till  the  last  moment  before 
the  present  session  terminated^  in  the  hope 
that  his  majesty's  ministers  would  see  the 
jpropriety  of  adopting  some  mode  whereby 
tfaa  eeoK  of  that  house  could  be  obtained 
«si  a  subject  of  such  universal  interest  as 
that  of  the  present  trai^sactions  in  Spain. 
He  thought  that  nothing  was  more  to  be 
desired  than  a  distinct  expression  of  the 
aentiment  of  that  house  upon  a  subject  of 
Mich  importance,  and  he  could  not  help 
cxpresainff  his  surprise  that  no  communi- 
cation had  been  made  to  the  house  by  his 
majesty's  ministers,  as  it  was  upon  such  a 
comnonication  that  the  declaration  and 
the  sentiments  of  that  house  could  best  be 
founded.     When  this  subject  was  submit- 
ted to  their  consideration  on  a  recent  occa- 
sion by  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Sheri- 
dan), ne  had  feH  it  to  be  his  duty  frankly 
to  state  his  objections  to  the  impropriety 
and  inexpediency  of  then  agitating  it,  as 
he  was  apprehensive  that  the  discussion  at 
that  time  might  have  prematurely  commit- 
lad  the  whole  Spanish  naticn  with  France; 


sinoe  that  period,  however,  the  case  was 
materially  altered  ;  the  Spanish  nation  was 
now  committed  with  France  ;  never  were 
a  people  engaged  in  a  more  arduous  and 
honourable  struggle,  and  be  earnestly 
prayed  God  to  crown  their  efforts  with  a 
success  as  final  as  those  efforts  were  glori- 
ous !  He  could  not  help  thinkins,  that 
under  such  circumstances,  it  would  have 
been  well  to  have  given  an  opportunity  of 
manifesting  to  the  brave  Spaniards  the 
sympathy  that  glowed  in  every  British 
heart  in  tavour  of  their  cause,  through  the 
proper  channel,  the  legitimate  organ  of 
the  British  people.  He  thought  there  had 
been  reason  to  have  expected  that  a  mes- 
sage from  the  king  would  have  been  ere 
now  brought  down  for  a  vote  of  credit,  to 
enable  the  government  more  elFectually  to 
second  the  wishes  of  all  ranks  of  English- 
men, by  aiding  and  assisting  the  Spaniards. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  had  sucli  a  message 
been  sent  down,  it  would  have  been  met 
with  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  that 
house,  and  he  was  equally  certain  that 
that  concurrence  would  have  been  echoed 
throughout  the  country.  He  would,  how- 
ever, abstain  from  saying  more  upon 
this  subject,  or  goin^  the  length  his  feel- 
ings on  such  a  subject  would  naturally 
lead  him,  as  he  might  be  liable  to  misre- 
presentation ;  but  he  would  repeat,  that 
from  the  bottom  of  his  soul  he  wished  suc- 
cess to  the  patriotic  efforts  of  the  Spa- 
niards, and  that  their  present  glorious 
struggle  might  be  crowned  with  the  reco- 
very of  their  liberty  as  a  people,  and  the 
assertion  of  their  independence  as  a  nation; 
and  in  thus  expressing  his  own,  he  felt 
assured  he  spoke  the  wishes  of  that  house 
and  the  country. 

Lord  Castlcreagh  said,  that  upon  a  recent 
occasion,  when  the  present  subject  was 
brought  before  the  consideration  of  the 
house,  he  had  felt  it  his  painful  duty  to 
express  his  disapprobation  of  the  tone  and 
manner  in  which  the  hon.  gent,  had 
thought  fit  to  comment  on  certam  circum- 
stances, the  recapitulation  of  which  could 
not  have  been  attended  with  any  good 
coDsequences ;  it  now,  however,  gave  him 
considerable  pleasure,  that  the  grateful 
task  had  devolved  to  him  of  expressing  his 
complete  coincidence  in  the  feelings  mani- 
fested by  the  hon.  gent,  as  to  the  issue  of 
the  great  and  glorious  struggle  in  which 
the  Spanish  people  were  at  present  en- 
gaged. He  diftered,  however,  from  the 
hon.  gent,  as  to  the  justice  of  the  animad- 
versions in  which  he  had  indulged  on  his 
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majesty's  ministers,  because  they  had  not 
felt  it  necessary  to  call  for  an  expression 
of  the  sense  of  parliament  on  the  subject ; 
for  his  part,  he  was  free  to  confess,  that  in 
his  opinion  there  did  not  exist  a  necessity 
for  such  a  proceeding.     The  hon.   gent, 
had  himself  in   a  slight  degree  travelled 
out  of  the    ordinary   course    of  parlia- 
mentary  usage,   to   express   his  surprise 
that  no  further  vote  of  credit  had   been 
asked  for ;  he  did  not  despair,  however,  of 
being  able  to  satisfy  the  hon.  ^ent.  upon 
this  head.     The  reason  why  the  govern- 
ment had  not  thought  it  necessary,  was 
simply^  that  the  provision  already  made 
by  parliament  had  been  so  liberal,  that  the 
government  were  not  without  the  means 
of  giving  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  in- 
dependance,  by  assisting  the  Spaniards, 
that  aid  which  the  public  voice,  and  the 
wishes  of  every  friend  to  liberty  throughout 
the  world,  demanded  should  be  promptly 
and  unconditionally  offered.     He  could 
assure  the  hon.  gent,  and  the  house,  that 
no  means  would  be  left  untried,  that  no 
exertion  would  be  wanting  on  their  parts, 
to  make  all  the  resources  which  they  had 
it  in  their  nower  to  apply,  subservient  to 
the  great  object,  as  much  wished  for  by 
them  as  by  his  majesty,  by  the  parliament, 
and  by  the  country.     It  was  not  for  him 
at  present  to  anticipate  the  opinion  of  that 
house  upon  the  manner  in  which  his  ma^ 
jesty's  ministers  should  acquit  themselves 
of  the  great  and  solemn  obligations,   in 
which  they  might  be  said  to  stand  bound 
to  their  country  and  to  Europe. ;  how  far 
ministers  upon  this  great  occasion  had 
done,  whatihey  could  do  and  ought  to  do, 

1)ar1iament  upon  a  future  occasion  would 
lave  an  opportunity  of  deliberately  judg- 
ing and  determining. 

Mr.  Whitbread  observed,  in  explanation, 
that  the  turn  which  the  noble  lord  had 
been  pleased  to  give  to  what  he  had  said 
on  a  late  occasion,  when  the  same  subject 
on  a  former  evening  was  brought  before 
the  house,  must  be  imputed  solely  to  a 
feeling  of  political  animosity.  On  that 
occasion,  he  had  disapproved  of  the  mo- 
tion brought  forward  by  his  right  hon. 
friend.  In  that  feeling  of  disapprobation 
he  had  it  in  his  power  to  plead  the  autho- 
rity of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
though  neither  of  the  principal  secretaries 
of  state  in  that  house  had  thought  the  agi- 
tation of  the  subject  at  that  time  would 
havQ  been  attended  with  any  improper 
consequences. 
Lord  Casilcreagh,  in  explanation,  denied 


that  he  had  put  any  unfoonded  comtruction 
upon  the  sentiments  of  the  hon.  gent,  as 
expressed  on  this  subject  upon  a  former 
evening.  In  any  observations  that  might 
have  fisillen  from  him,  he  was  far  h^ 
being  influenced  by  any  motive  of  poli* 
tical  animosity. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  confessed  that  the  sen- 
timents he  felt  on  this  great  subject  were 
very  similar  to  those  of  the  hon.  gent, 
opposite.     He  could  not  avoid  expressing 
his  concern  that  no  communication  hid 
been  made  to  parliament,  in  order  that  a 
proper  opportunity  might  have  been  af- 
Ibraed   of  giving  a  M>rt  of  authoritative 
publicity  to  the  unanimous  feeling  of  the 
nation,  that  all  that  England  could  do  for 
Spain  and  her  cause,  should  be  done  with 
eaual  zeal,  promptitude,  and  disinterest- 
edness ;  and  to  shew  to  Spain,  and  to  tbe 
world,  our  generous  sympathy  in  her  sof- 
ferings,  our  anxious  interest  in  her  strag- 
gles, and  our  hearty  and  undivided  wisbei 
for  her  complete  success.    And  he  was  at 
the  same  time  particularly  anxious  that 
Spain  should  be  satisfied,  that  whaterer 
means  we  should  resort  to,  to  second  ber 
efibrts,  were  not  the  result  of  any  narrow 
self-consulting  policy,  any  cold  and  ioter- 
ested  speculation,  bat  that  they  were  tbe 
spontaneous  effusions  of  British  sympathy 
in  the  cause  of  that  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence Britons  valued  beyond  their  li?es ; 
the  cause  of  Spain  was  the  ciuse  of  all 
those  who,  from  ei^oying,   knew  how  lo 
taiue  liberty.     But  he  was  particnlarij 
anxious  that  the  Spaniards  should  not  be 
furnished  with  the  slightest  pretence  to 
believe,  that  because  of  tbe  state  of  hos- 
tility which  had  but  recently  terminated 
between    tbe   two    countries*,   there  still 
lurked  in  the  breasts  of  Englishmen  anj 
hostile  disposition  towards  that  country; 
and « above  all,  it  was  <le8irable  that  toe 
Spaniards  should  have  good  reason  to  con- 
fide in  our  assistance,  and  not  distrust  the 
manner  of  it,  or  question  the  motives  that 
occasioned  it;  every  possible  means sboabi 
be  resorted  to,  to  convince  them  that,  at  such 
a  crisis,  we  were  not  base  enough  to  avail 
ourselves  of  their  difficulty  and  danger,  in 
order   ultimately   to  render   their  noble 
efibrts  subservient  to  our  own   interests ; 
and  he  could  not  but  confess,  that  he 
thought  an  unanimous  vote  of  that  house 
to  that  effect  would  fmve  materially  con- 
tributed to  the  confirmation  of  such  a  dis- 
avowal on  our  part     But  there  was  some 
consolation  in  reflectine  that,  thon^  this 
vote  had  not  been  called  for,  the  teeliog 
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in  favour  of  Spain  was  so  unanimous, 
xealous,  and  docisive,  that  it  was  next 
to  an  impossibility  that  it  could  be  mis- 
taken ;  It  was  so  notorious,  that  every 
Briton  joined  in  enthusiastic  prayers  to 
the  great  Ruler  of  events,  to  bless  with 
its  merited  success  the  struggle  of  a  gal- 
lant people  in  behalf  of  every  thing  dear 
to  the  christian,  the  citizen,  and  the  man ; 
and,  indee<^  the  notoriety  itself  had  been 
so  extensive,  as  perhaps  to  supersede  the 
necessity  oft  any  formal  annunciation  on 
the  part  of  that  house  upon  a  subject  coii- 
cemmg  which  the  population  of  the  em- 
pire entertained  but  one  sentiment,  great 


and  ^nerous  as  the  glorious  cause  that 
gave  It  birth. 

The  deputy  usher  of  the  black  rod  then 
summoneci  the  house  to  the  house  of  peers. 
The  Speaker  and  all  the  members  present 
attended  forthwith.  On  their  return,  the 
Speaker  read  a  copy  of  the  Speech  deli- 
vered by  the  Lords  Commissioners ;  after 
which,  the  members  separated.  —  Thus 
ended  the  Second  Session  of  the  Fourth 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

[A  List  of  the  Public  Acts  passed  during 
the  Session,  will  be  found  at  p.  Ixvii.  of 
the  Appendix.] 
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APPENDIX 

TO   THE 

PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 

VOL  XI. 


FINANCE  ACCOUNTS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

FOR  THE  YBAB  BNDBD  FIFTH  OF  JANUARY,  1808. 


CLASS 

I.  Public  Income. 
II.  Consolidated  Fund. 
m.  Arreahs  and  Balances. 
IV.  Trade  and  Navigation. 


class 

V.  Public  Expenditure. 
VI.  Public  funded  Debt. 
VIL  Unfunded  Debt. 
VIII.  Disposition  of  Grants. 


I.— PUBLIC  INCOME. 


BEAOt  OF  RETENURC 


ORPINARY  revenues. 
Permaneni  and  Annual  Taxes, 

Customs ..•....••.. 

Excise 

tampt • 

•and and  Assessed  Taxet 

ost  Office 

A  in  the  £,  on  Pensions  and  Salaries  ... 
d.  in  the  £.  on  Pensions  and  Salaries  ... 

fackney  Coaches  .••... 

[awkenand  Pedlars 

Total  Permanent  and  Annual  Duties  . 
SmaU  Branches  qf  tht  HeredHartf  Revenue. 

lienatioa  Fines 

Mt  Fines .......•••...••. 

rizures • 

impositions 

tjflfen 

rown  Lands • 

Extraordinary  Resources, 

Iv>llStOIYlS  ■#..  •••.■■•.  •..•.••■•.....•. 
Excise 
PropenyTax  

I  Arrears  of  Income  Duty 
Arrears  of  Taxes  collected  under  the  Aid 
.  and  Contributioa  Act .......  •.;.••, 

>t(ery.  Net  Profit — one- third  for  Ireland 
9nies  paid  on  Account  of  the  Interest  ol 
Loans  raised  for  the  Service  of  Ireland 
I  Account  of  the  Commissioners,  appointed 
t)y  Act  35  Geo.  III.  for  issuing  Exchequer 

Bills  for  Grenada 

es  of  Regulated  Exchequer  Offices  . 
lerest  on  Stock,  transferred  by  Instalments 
'or  the  Redemption  of  the  Land  Tax 
mies  paid  on  Account  of  the  Surplus  Re- 

renue  of  die  Isle  of  Man 

prest  Money  repaid  by  Public  Aecountanu 

ler  monies  paid  to  the  Public ., 

Total«  independent  of  Loans  .... 
ins  Mid   imo  the  Exchequer,  including 
C,  l,k)0,000  for  the  Service  of  Ireland 
GXAifD  Total i... 


Gross  lerenoc. 


42,3l6,U37  13     7j 


£.  t. 

9.573,060    6 

19,621,076  15 

4^543,971   17 

6,909,190  12 

1,493,490  11 

61,057    2 

79,207  12 

28,751  15 

13,231     0 


S,088  13 

963    7 

2,645  16 

2     0 

550    3 

45,510     1 

3,065,904  14 

6,320,553  17 

10,131,344    7 

23,697  16 

2.966  15 
797,500    0 


4 

H 
1 

0 

7 

10 

.!} 

9| 


Net  Piodttcc. 


£,  t, 

7,462.380  4 

17,896,145  14 

4,458,738  14 

7,073,530  10 

1,277,538  11 

62,685  5 

71,353  0 

26^5^  2 

10,325  9 


d. 

lOj 

2 

Oi 

3 


8,274    2 

5,004r    0 

2,645  16 

2    0 

550    3 

74^946  12 


2,730,792  14    6 
6,273,570  18  1 
9,864,189    4  10 
23,072  19    0 


riymeotf  Into  Cxdaeqacr. 


£. 

6,4^6,942 

17,5^5,683 

4,274,555 

6,384,750 

1,082,000 

60,544 

71,352 

26,084 

9.950 


14 

li 

0 

0 

6 

If 

0 

0 

38,339,152  13     2^35,961.861   12     3| 


12.000 
^2,634 

2,645 
2 

550 
966 


0    0 
10    8 

16*  I 
0  0 
3    7 

13    4 


91         2,888  11     21 
774,694  11     0 


1,967,677  14    0 


33,800 
40,545 


5,000    0    0 


2,210  11 

33,442     7 

6,954  12 


0 

HI 


64,805,395  13 
15,257,211  19 


0» 


80,062,607  12  3i|75,446,626  U«  6 


1,967,677  14  0 


33.800  0  0 
40,545  0  2 

5,000  0  0 


2,210  11 

33,442  7 

6,954  12 


60,189,414  12  3{ 
15,257,211  19  3 


2,730,702  14  6* 

6,232,543    0  0 

9,864,189    4  10 

23,072  J9  0 

2.838  11  24 

774,694  11  0 

1,967,677  14  0 


33,800    0    0 
40,545    0    2 

5,000    0    0 


2.210  n 

33,442    7 

6,954  12 


0 

I* 


57,688,472     1     6| 
15,257,211  19    3 


72,945,684    0     9| 


r^L.  XI.  jiffiendix^ 
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Ai$  AccomU  qf  the  Net  Pr0duce  qf  all  the  Permanent  Taxes  {{f  Great  Butaim  ; 


*  Custom, 

Coosolidated,  tfter  reienrins  ^.250,000  per  Aiiounv  by 

Act  43  Geo.  II L  cap.  68 — 

Quarantine  Duty    .•..,. —  •.•*..•«...•.... 

«c.4|  percent , ,...•*... 

Canal  and  Dock  Duty   »... 

Excite, 
Coniolidatcd,  after  reterTing  the  Dtitiet  appropiiated  by 
Actt  45  Ic  46  Ceo.  III.  an4  canied  to  Dutiet  1805/6  *  - 

Stampt. 
Reserved  out  of  Cdnsolidated  Duties,  jf.  3,077,463.  18/. 
per  Annum,  by  Act  44  Geo.  III.  c.  98.  from  Oct.  1804, 
after  reserving  the  Surplus  of  tbe  Duty  on  Receipts, 

Anno  1803     , 

Compositions  for  Stamps,  per  Bank,  of  England    •  • 

Licences  for  selling  Lottery  Tickeu ••• 

IncideMts,       ^ 

Letter  Money  -— •....'..••*.•....••..•••.......*• 

1 1$  ;r;  rHouses  and  Windows  *«• 

I  <^    Inhabited  Houses ; ^ 

o^oj  Horses  ft»r  Riding  .....* 

"S^cic  Ditto -•- Husbandry 

S'ISI  MaleServanu     ' •.....•.•.. 

5  £o    Carriages ^ 

<  tSVDogs  ....; , 

£,  10  per  Cents.  Anno  1793  and  AnnO  1796 

.£.  SO  per  Cent.  • , 

Clocks  and  Watches     

eawkertand  Pedlars   
ackn^y  Coaches  and  Chain     ....^ ••«..««,••.••. 

^cL  pcf"  £,  on  Pensiona... * 

.  -  Do Salaries.. .*.«^ ^ 

Eure^  • •••••^...r.M... •••.••,«...•.•...• 

ts     ...r. ..»•— .^..fe.. ••...»• 

Compoii^ons ,^» «... 

Rent  of  Alum  Mines    «.«..« .^•*.. .••«.... 

Ditto  of  a  Lighthouse    ^ 

Klienation  DiHy^     .««.' « #•.•.... 

FimFruitsof.ihe  Clergy;    ,.i.j.;., 

T4ntlit....  tiCf  DittcC ..M.... 

Pipes  and  PorfcikoCc»    .m..... 

'  w /Female  Servams/  Anno  1785     •••.•.• —...••• 

j»J  Gartt » ; •.^.••. 

|(  Hair  Powder  Certttces,  1795     ...,,.. 

c]  Horse- Dealers  Licences,  1796     ..*« 

<SArmoriid  Bearings    -      1798     ,.„ 

Py  Act!    C  HairPowdo'  Certificates    ....••...'....... 

43rGeo.  in.  ^Horse  Dealers  Licences 

cap.68.     <  Armorial  Bearings «, 

R^rVed  out  of  Houses  and  Windows,  by  Act  43  Geo.  III. 

cap.  161..at:«em897,896pet  Ahnum 

In^bked  Houses  •..••,..«.^ , •••;..*« 

Horses  for  Riding  ..«% ...** «.«.«••. .4^ 

Ditto     -' Husbandry,  and  Mules      .....^..to*** 

M^lcSerraots' ..;....« «:»......• .••....*••.. 

Carriages  ^.;.v»; • •.^.•.. 

IMss  » • « m. .....*... 

Carri/ed  forward....  ••••••«•  £. 


la  tbt  TEARS  eWed 


5(li  jAomry  IVn. 


4,005,965    9 

15,093    2 

6,790  17 

35,749    3 


13,829,170  14    3 


3,017.585  17    8 

33,000     0    0 

8,999    1    7 


5(h  J«Mar7  lt«. 


£. 


t,  d. 


3,107,365  11  10 
9,605  19  10 


5,053  15 
31,469 


1*^ 


19,463  16  1 

9,089     1  5 

6,314    8  7 

43,444    8  3f 

5,747    0  6 

91,753    5  9 


1,903,910 
584,860 

.  583^986 
501,667 
338,135 
309^349 
119,691 


9    I  - 
9    B 

10    9 
18  iH 
3    9 
5    t^ 


96,64S,9M    5  lOi 


14,367,919    0   0 


3,017,410    7   9 

39,000    0  0 

6,371    1   I 


994,665  13 

94,067    8 

19,360  18 

91,137    5 

14,085  19 

9,834    9 

18,904  18 

8,510  19 

—      14 

310    4 


9,300   0 

97,564    0 

71.353    0 

60,544    6 

9,645  16 

550    5 

9    0 

960    0 

6  li 

9,634  10 


909    1    0 

—  18- 
4^983  4  0| 
1,634  6  U) 
4.499  If   94. 

55,980  19  10( 
8^857    8    8 

98^991  11    9( 


1,9031,054  14    9^ 
'  671,1390    7    1| 

671,985.  6    8 

59^399 

35\,730 

363,896 

13^290^  IS  11 


i1 


96,50S^77  1%  H 
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taken  for  Two  Years,  ending  respectively  $th  January  1807  and  5th  January  1808. 


Brought  fcirward . 
DvTiis  pro  Amio  1809. 


Brought  from  ConftoUdatcd  Customs,  after  resenriog  as 
directed  by  43  G«o.  III.  cap.  c>8 ...,. 

Surplus  of  Duty  oa  Receipts,  Anoo  1803,  aCier  xeserriog 
as  directed  by  Act  43  Geo.  III.  cap.  136.    • 

Surplus  of  Duty  on  Houses  and  Windows,  Anno  1804,  afiier 
rcsenrmg  as  directed  by  Act  43  Geo.  UJ.  cap.  161 


BoTiBs  pro  Anno  1804. 

Surplus  of  Consolidated  Stanm  Duties,  after  reserving  as 
directed  by  Aa  44  Geo.  III.  cap.  98   •..,••••........ 


DuTiis  pro  Anno  1805. 

Taken  from  Consolidated  Letter  Money,  the  estimated 
Amount  of  the  Additional  Duty  on  Postage  of  Letters, 

imposed  by  Act  45  Geo.  III.  cap.  11     ,« 

Goods,  &c.  Anno  1805 ••••.••.. »«...p 

Legacies  ..^•••^ »«...« ....,....••.• 

-Salt     ^ 

Auctions     ....•••••••... 

firicks  and  Tiles.  •• ••..... 

CowBe  i 


DuTias 
'  taken  out  of  the 
Consolidated  JExcise,  \  Cyder  and  Perry, 
by  Act  45  Geo.  IXL  j  Glass    .., 
j  Vinegar 
A  Wire   .., 


DvTias  pro  Anno  t806. 


onto,   «...    1804. 


Brought  from  Consolidated  Eicise,  5  mJ^J^'  ^'"'*  i^lS 
by  Act  46  Geo.  lU.  cap.  44.      ^  i^^^;  yy   |°^^ 


M^Cmc  Aooo  1806 


Stuplus  of  Duties  Annuatty  granted,  €  Sugar  and  Malt 

after  disdMrgingBicbcquerB&ls^Midt      

charged  thtnon      « (Tobacco 


Duties  granted  to  discharge       5  SSiT  "**  ^^ 
JC.  9,000,000  Exchequer  BiUi  -  ^  xd«:«.'.'i.\' *.'.' 


mUlc  TlAirScii4«4 


Mb  JauMnr  1807. 


86,643,046    5  10{ 


250,000    0    0 
59,878    0    4 


06,952,924    6    ^ 


9'WI,270  17    8 


27,928,195  3  lOi 


176,333  6  8 

308,788  15  2| 

39,489  10  8 

463,814  19  1 

35,392  0 

40,464  0 

31,558  0 

5,544  6 

67,721  0 

12.749  13 

5,791  3 


29,115,841  18  4i 


20,593 

14,115 

288,604 

126,931 

14,779 

6,800 


29,487,663  18  61 

916,588  4  3| 

902,971  0  0 

203,715  0  0 


31,510,938  2  10| 
1,560,345  17  11 
239,364  •  0 
238,386  0  0 


33,549,032  0  9,1  34,251,816  7  2 

sssBiaBEaas 


5(h  jMoary  1808. 


£.  i.      i. 

26,509,577  12    6| 


350,000    0    0 
00,059  10    5 


26,819,631     8    9^ 


1,093,582    3    4 


27,913,213    6    1^ 


160.149  15  10J 


239,628    6 

65,138    2    9 
470,871     0    0 

39,799    0 

36,700    0 

32,618 

12,328 

78,172 

13,395 
5,276 


!* 


29,067,226  11    4^ 


275,123  0  0 

179,737  0  0 

32/^3  0  « 

335,908  7  9 


29,890,489  19  U 

1,024,634  19  9| 

1,038,204    0  0 

303,558    0  0 


32,216,881  18  11 

l,845,7<n    8    3 

8,780    0    0 

180,447    6    0 
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III.— ARREARS  AND  BALANCES. 


HEADS  AND  TOTALS  OF  THESE  ACCOUNTS. 

Arreari  due  on  the  5th  January  1808,  from  the  Officers  of  Uic  J  PrcicntC«Ucctor»  43,790  14    4 

'  Customs  in  England,  Ico.    J  Late  Coliectors  2,017  14    9^ 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Officers  of  Customs  in  Scot- \  Present  Collector  76  1^     6^ 

-   land.&c ^  Late  Collector  . .  10,961     I     oi 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Officers  of  Excise  in  England,  &c (No  Total  madei 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Officers  of  Excise  in  ScocUnd,  Scc.'m 0,797  18    3t 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Distributors  of  Stamps  in  Great  Brium,  Scotland,  &c.  61,476     6    7^ 

Balances  in  the  Hands  of  the  Distributors  of  Stamps  in  Great  Britain,  Ice 1 10,090    0    3 

Arrears  due  on  the  5th  of  January  1808,  from  the  Receivers  General  of  the  Land 

and  Assessed  Taxes  of  Great  Britain,  3cc 405,045     3  10 

Arrears  doe  on  the  5tli  January,  from  the  Officers  of  the  Post  Office  J  Irreooverablet  4,289  1«   7{ 

in  Great  Briuin,  &c J  Recovcrables  3,192  17    7 

Balances  in  the  Hands  of  the  Deputy  Postmasters  in  Great  Brium,  &c. 86,846    4     1^ 

Balances  due  on  the  5th  January  1808,  from  the  Receivers  of  the  Land  Rerenae  of 

Che  Crown  for  England,  3cc ...••.......• Nooe. 

Bf*y^"r*'f  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Receivers  of  Che  Land  Revenues  of  the  Crown  for 

Wiles,  &c None. 

Accounts  delivered  imo  the  Office  of  tlie  Comptrollers  of  Accounts  of  the  Army,  &c.^No  Total  given.) 

List  qf  Officers  and  Departments,  whose  Accounts  are  Audited  by  the  Commissioners  for  Audit* 

ing  the  Public  Accounts  :  vit. 


Cashier  of  Che  Bank  of  England. 

Commissioners  for  che  Reduc- 
tion of  Che  National  Debt. 

Sec.  to  the  said  Commissioners. 

Cashier  of  che  South  Sea  Ann. 

BiymaiCers  of  Exchequer  Bills. 

Inspcaor  of  Exchequer  Tontine. 

Cash,  of  Bank,  Loans,&  Lotteries 

Sec.  for  Conciogent  Exp.  of  Do. 

CbamberUia  of  London,  Orphans 
Fund. 

Treasurer  of  che  Navy. 

Treasurer  of  cUe  Ordnance. 

Treasurer  of  Navy  Bills  funded. 

Treasurer  of  Ordn.  Bills  funded. 

Inspector  o(  Roads  in  N.  Bnuin. 

Paymaster  General  of  the  Aimy. 

Agent  to  Out-Pen.  Chelsea  Uos. 

Barrack  Master  Gen.  in  England. 

Paymaster  of  Widows  Pensons. 


Receiver  Gen.  of  Customs,  Cash. 
Compc.  Do.  of  Customs,  General. 
Commissioners    for    Licencing 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars. 
Receiver  General  of  Revenues 

arising  by  licens'rog  Hackney 

Coaches  and  Chairs. 
Receiver  of  Customs,  L  of  Man. 
Receiver  Oen.  of  Scunpt i  Cash. 
Compt*  Do.  of  Stampv,  General. 
Receiver  Oen.  of  the  Pott,  Cash. 
CompcrolterGen.  of  Do.  Oenerat 
Receiver  of  the  Civil  Lite  Deduc. 
Receiver  of  the  IS  d  Deduccion. 
Receiver  of  1st  Fruiu  of  Clergy. 
Receiver  of  Tenths  of  Clergy. 
Keeper  or  Clerk  of  the  Hanaper. 
Paymascer  of  American  Pensions. 
Paymaster   of   Allowances    to 

Toulonese  Emigrants. 


Lord  Chamberlain  of  Household. 

Master  of  the  Robes. 

Master  of  the  Horse. 

Master  of  the  Mim. 

Warden  of  the  Mint. 

Solicitor  to  the  Treaturj. 

Comptroller  and  Cashier  of  the 
Stationary  Offiee. 

Surveyor  of  Somerset  Place. 

Agents  for  Cape  Breton. — Baha- 
ma Islands. — ^New  Brunswick. 

*  -^Prince  Edward  Island. — 
Upper  Canada. -*  Newfound- 
land.—Nova  Scotia.— New  s. 
Wales.— Regineiual  Infinna- 

■  ries. — Paying  AUowances  to 
retired  and  officiating  Chap- 
lains of  che  Aimy.— Volu 
Corps. 


List  qf  Persons  Accountable  brfore  the  Cotnmissioners  far  Auditing  the  Public  Acco^iwn^fifr 
Monty  imprested  on  Account,  for  Extraordinary  Services : 


Bairack  Masters  Gen.  Abroad. 
Deputy  Barrack  Masten  GeneraL 
Contractors  for  Victualling    his 

Majesty's  Forces.      / 
Contractors  for  remitting  Money 

for  pay  of  Extras  of  the  Forces. 
Contnctors  for  furnishing  Camps 

with  Bread,  Wood,  Straw,  and 

Forage. 
Commissaries  General,   Deputy 

Commissaries  for  the  Purchase 


and  lisuei  of  Scq^. 
Commissaries  of  Accouotr. 
Engtneen,  for  Monies  received 

out  of  the  Extraordinaries  of  the 

Forces. 
Governors  of  Islands  or  Provinces 

and  Lieut.  Qoverooit  thereof^ 
Commanders  in  Chief,  for  Con- 

chigencies. 
Paymasten  Qf  Provincial  Forces. 


vtz. 

Purveyors  of  Hospitals. 
Quarter  Masters  Goiecal^   mi 
Deputy  Quarter  Masters  Gea. 
Superintendanu,  &c  o£  Indiia 

Secretaries  to  Gofveraora. 
.Secretaries  to.  Coounaiidcis  in 

Chief. 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  4       _ 

for  printing-  Che  Journals. 


N.  B. — Any  Person  to  whom  Money  may  be  Iroprested  on  AccounC  for  Extraordinary  Scrvicea  (aat 
relating  to  the  Navy  or  OrdnKmce)  becomes  a  Public  Accountant,  and  is  compellable  to  ] 
Account  in  this  Office. 


List  of  Accounu  which  have  miituxe  been  Audited*  Stated,  or  Declared  ;—com|^ced  to  the  M 

of  January  1808. 
List  of  the  Accounts  which  havs  been  either  Stated  or  Declared ;  to  fu-  as  any  Balances  appear  to  be 

now  owing  to,  or  from,  the  Public,  upon  any  such  Accountt  {—completed  to  the  5th  Jannaiy  1808. 
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IV.— TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Value  qfall  Imports  into,  and  qfall  Exports,^w»  Great  Britain, ybr  Three  Years,  ending 

the  5th  January  1808. 


OFFICIAL  YALOEof 
.      IllPOimt 

OFFICIAL   TALUE  of 
EXPOtTS : 

...  <_i  .,                ,  ^^ 

rron 
Inropt,  AIHc«. 
«Dd  AnMrica. 

FnMB 

Salt  Indict  aad 

China. 

Fordcn  and 

colonial 
Merchandise. 

British 
Produce  and 
Maoofaclurct. 

Year  endins  5ih  Tanuarv  1806  ••••.... .... 

£, 
24,272,468 
25,089,136 
25,406^330 

£. 
6,072,160 
3,746,771 

£. 
9,950,508 
9,124,499 
9,395.283 

£. 
25,004,337 
27,402,685 
25,190,762 

, ,,, 1807 

1808  

Koto— The  Value  of  BritishProdocc  and  Manufactures  exported,  computed  at  the  £, 

average  Market  Pricei,  wat,  in  the  Year  ending  5th  January,  1808    -    -    40,479,865 

*  The  Account  of  Importt  from  India  and  China,  for  the  last  Year,  cannot  be  yet  prepared. 

*iit*    The  Appendixes  state  the  specific  Articles. 


Number  q^  Vessels,  with  the  Amount  qf  their  Tonnage,  wMch  have  been  Annually  Built  and 
Registered  in  the  several  Ports  qf  the  British  Entire,  (except  Ireland)  between  5th  Jan, 
1 805  and  5th  Jan.  1 808. 


In  the  Year  1805      ...> 

In  the  Year  1 8Q6,  being  the  Account  delivered  last  Year,  and  now  correaed 
In  the  Year  1807 


1,001 

772 
741 


89,584 
69,198 
66,117 


Number  qf  Vessels,  the  Amount  qf  their  Tonnage,  and  the  NumberqfMi.s  and  Boys  usually 
enjoyed  in  Navigating  the  same,  which  belonged  to  the  several  Ports  qfthe  British  Empire, 
in  the  Years  1S05,  1806,  and  1807. 


1805. 

1806. 

1807. 

SHIPS. 

TONS. 

MEN. 

SHIPS. 

TONS. 

ME19. 

SHIPS. 

TONS. 

MEN. 

England 

Tcrsev    •.••■•••••.. 

14,790 

74 

111 

404 

3,024 

2,531 

1,067 

1,799,210 

6.769 

9,759 

9,650 

190,953 

210,295 

56,^6 

117,668 

.685 

1,326 

2,336 

15,467 

15,160 

5,070 

14,877 

68 

108 

398 

2,867 

2,788 

1,076 

1,786.692 

6,485 

10.193 

9,568 

183,860 

211,431 

55M5 

118,089 

543 

1.351 

2,298 

13,244 

15,415 

5.081 

15,132 

77 

106 

390 

2,917 

2,615 

1,098 

1,796,552 

6.891 

9,927 

9,373 

184,794 

216,553 

56,981 

119,631 
5.52 

Guernsey 

Man 

99.1 
2,259 

Plantations 

Scotland ..  .^.  ....... . 

13,565 
15,658 

Ireland 

5,217 

Total 

22,051 

2.283,442 

157,712 

22,182 

2,263,714 

156,021 

22,335 

(2,280,991 

157,875 

Number  of  Vf.ss%\ji,  with  the  Artiount-qf  their  ToniiAQ^,  4rc.  w/M  entered  Inwards  and 
cleared  Outwards,  in  the  several  Ports  qf  Great  Britain,  from,  or  to  all  Parts  qf  tlte 
World,  in  the  Years  1805,  1806,  and  1807. 


INWARDS. 

OUTWARDS. 

^               BimSH. 

FOBEIGN. 

BRITISH. 

FOREIGN. 

ENGLAND. 

SHIPS. 

TONS. 

MEN. 

SHIPS. 

TONS. 

MEN. 

SHIPS. 

TONS. 

MIN. 

SHIPS. 

TONS. 

MEN. 

Year  1805  .... 

1806.... 

1807  .... 
SCOTLAND. 

1805.... 
1806.... 
1807  .... 

8,889 
9,456 
8,590 

2,525 
2,662 
2,623 

1,265,592 
1,239,528 
1.196,872 

228,698 
943,136 
239,795 

71,786 
72,777 
69,544 

15,380 
16^,211 

15,453 

4,099 
3,358 
3,712 

418 
435 
375 

633,616 
551,104 
626,6<» 

58,267 
61,800 
53,541 

31,396 
27,798 
29,406 

3,337 
3,55^ 
3,082 

9,320 
9,789 

2,288 
2,462 
2.504 

1,284,691 
1,258,903 
1,190,232 

210,518 
227,399 
233,871 

79,287 
78,596 
73,818 

15,121 
15,961 
15,902 

3,698 
3,249 
3,630 

234 
210 
216 

572,961 
538,700 
600,440 

32,860 
29,470 
31,070 

28.958 
27,900 
29,685 

1,966 
1,732 
1,726 
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v.— PUBLIC  EXPENDITURE. 


I. 'Interest  9c  Chtrget  on  the  penntnent 

Debt  of  Gremt  Britain,  Appx.  (A.) 
II.  The  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills,  (B.) 
HI.  The  CivU  List,  (C.) 

'other  Charges!  ?-^"~  °^  J'"^^^  " 
on  the 
Consolidated 
Fund,  viz* 


IV. 


Mint 

Allow.toRoy.Fam. 
Sals.  &  Allowances 
Bounties 


n,  (E.) 
inufac- 


V.  Civil  Government  of  Scotland,  (D.J 
VI.  Other  Payments  in  Anticipation, 
Bounties   for   Fisheries,  Mani 

turcs.  Com,  &c 

Pensions  on  the  Heredit.  Revenue 
Militia  and  Deserters  Warrants,  Itc. 


VII.  Navy,  (F.)— Salaries  to  the  Offices. . .. 
ForWagcs,  Bounty,  Flag- pay,  Hilf- 

pay,  and  Pensions    .j 

For  Dock.  Yards,  Building  of  Ships, 

Stores,  Pilotage,  Uc 

For  Marine  Service  on  Shore    .... 


The  Victualling  Department    .... 
Transport  do.  for  TransporU,  Pri- 
soners of  War,  Sick  &  Wounded 

Seamen,  &c 

Miscellaneous  Services    .... 


Vlll. 
IX. 


Ordnance,  (G.) 

Army,  (H.) — Ordinary  Services,  viz. 

For  Regulars,  Fene.  Milit  Invalids, 
and  Volunteer  Corps 

Barracks 4 

Staff  Officers  Sc  Offic.  of  Garrisons 

Half-pay .....V 

Widows  Pensions... 

Chelsea  Hospital ^ 

Exchequer  Fees    • 

Pay  of^Pttblic  Offices  ............ 


Eztcaordinaiy  Services 

X  Loads,  Remittances,  and  Advances  to 
other  Countries,  -  -  Ireland,  (L) . . 
XL  Miscellaneous  Services,  (K.) 

At  Home «..••.•.• 

Abrotd 


£.     9.    </. 


130,000    0  0 

8,809,7ie  19  0 

6,361,735    0  8 

412,100    0  0 


1,829,435    9  10 
300,000    0    0 


8,614,695  1 

256,549  8 

144,596  6 

198,343  3 

21,500  0 

^50,023  7 

77,468  0  10 

93,5-78  6    0 


£.       #.    d. 


958.000  0    0 

57,558  17     2i 

11.576  2 

290,171  4 

74.453  7 

202.402  8 


30.478,174     8    dj 
1,574,361   IS    5 


0 

9 


Dedoa  Loan,  Itc.  for  Ireland 


438,991  13    84 

27,700    0    0 
208,197  10    0} 


9,713,547  19    8 
4,932,777  19    9 


2,129,4^5    9  10 


1,594,161   19    » 
85,359     3     Si 


674,889    3    9 


9,956,683  13    5 
5,431,807    0  11 


1,049,205    7    8| 
178,177  13    0 


16,775,761     9    3 
4,1^0,746     6    6 


15,388,550  14-    4 
3,681,25!     3    4 


1,227,383    0    8} 


75,670,641     8    « 
3,681,251     3    4 


^.«  71,989,390    4  10 


♦This  iadiidet  tiie  Sum  of  £.  438,857. 18.  5.  for  Interest  paid  on  Imperial  Loans. 

IfaB.  Tke  tereral  besii  tiiid«r  och  \mtA  are  stated  in  the  Appoadisei  A,  B,  kc  above  ie£en«d  10— 

wbioh  f oUovr. 
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Momei  paid  <m  qf  the  Exckei^uer  in  the  Year  ended  5th  Jan,  1S08,  towards  sati^ying  the 
Oua^ges  qfthe  Public  Debt  qf  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  Imperial  Loans, 


Ffmum^flt  Fmded  Debt  of  Great  Britain « 
L«an«  raised  for  tlie  Service  of  Ireland  .. 
Imperial  Loans    ••• ..•. 


£. 

/' 

d. 

i7,(5n,2fl8 

16 

9J 

1,162.631 

14 

8 

902,792 

7 

11 

18.976.692  19    4j 


Towftrds  the  Redemption  of  the  Public  Debt ;  viz. 
Annual  iMne  by  26  Geo.  UI.   ». 

Ditto 42^ 

Annoities  for  Tenns  of  Tears  expired,  prior  to  3th  July,  1802 
Annuities  for  Lives  on  which  the  Nominees  are  certified  to  have 

died  prior  to  5th  July  1802,  or  that  have  been  unclaimed  for 

3  Yean ^ 

Imerest  gp  Debt  of  Great  Britain  redeemed 

Ditto •  Ireland  - do 

Ditto imperial  ...  -  do       

£,  1  per  cent  on  Part  of  Capitab  created  since  5th  Jan.  1793. 

Part  of  the  annual  Approprialioa... •••••••.. 

£,  1  percent*  on  Capitals  created  (for  Jrebmd)  by  Loans  .. . •• 
Ditto  Imperial  Loans « 


Aattuiiirlibr  Ufft«> 

or  Tor  Cluriei  of  Maoaf  emcnt. 

Terns  of  Tear*. 


£.       *. 

d. 

i,    .. 

d. 

1,403,350  14 

4 

872,948  12 

^ 

91,208  6 

8 

19.163  12 

11 

290.000  0 

0 

5,645  10 

6 

1,724,559  1  0 


£, 
£,       1.  rf. 

1,000,000  0  0 

200,000  0  t) 

79,880  14  6 


49,598  0  7 

3,560,654  4  8 

118,063  13  6 

22.286  12  1 

8,491,360  11  2i 

468,200  14  ~ 

452,427  1 

36,693  0 


£. 


297,757  16  ij 
1,724,55«*  1  0 
18/J76,692  19  4t 


«0,999,009  16  6i 


9,479,164  12  3^ 


30,4^8,174  8  9| 


APPEMDIX  (A.  ^,)— Total  Aniotmt  t^the  Sums  actually  received  h  the  Commissioners /or 
Me  Reduction  qfthe  National  Debt,  m  the  Year  ending  the  5tk  Jan.  1808. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

By  Anntial  Issue,  86  Geo.  Ill ..^..J,—— 

Dhio ..42 

Xtchequer  Anns,  for  99  le  96  Years,  expired  1792 ^ 

Short  Anns*  1777,  expired  1787 

Anns,  oh  Lives  expired  prior  to  5th  jxtiy  1802 

Anns,  on  Lives  unclaimed  for  3  Years  before  5th  Jan.  1807.... 
£A  per  cent  per  ann.  on  Capitals  created  by  Loans  raised  from 

1793  to  1807,  both  inclusive 

Interest  on  £.3  percent.  Annuities 

■'     ■  ■  on  <£.4  per  cents 

— -^  on  .^.5  per  cents -•... 


Three  quarters  Issue  of  the  Annual  Appropriation  towards  the 
Redemption  of  ^.12,000,000,  part  of  jC.  1 4,200,000  Loan  1807 

Imervst  on  Capitals  purchased  by  the  Commissioners  at  £.3  per 
cent,  on  account  of  said  Loan ..., 


IRELAMD, 
£,  1  per  cent,  per  ann.  on  Capitals  created  by  Loans  raised  from 

1797  to  1807,  both  inclusive 

Interest  on  <;^.3  per  cent.  Anns. 


IMPERIAL. 
£.  1  per  cent,  per  ann.  on  the  Capital  created  by  Loan  1797  , 
Interest  oB  9  per  cent  Imperial  Anns , 


£,        t,  d. 

1,000,000    0  0 

200,000    0  0 

54,880  14  6 

25,000     0  0 
20,998     1     1 

28,599  19  6 

3,491,360  11  2} 

3,445,135  15  10 

104,696    0  0 

7,100    0  0 


466,200  14    0 
3,722    8  10 


452,427     1     9 
118,063  13     6 


36,693     0    0 
22.286  12     1 


8,377,771     2     IJ 


471,993    «  10 


8,849,694    4  llf 
570,490  15    3 

58,979  12     I 


9,479,164  12    3^ 


APPENDIX  (B.)  wUl  be  found  in  page  xxu. 
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APPENDIX  (C.) — Charges  vpon  the  Consolidated  Fund,  in  the  Year  ended  Jan.  5,  1 808; 
exclusive  of  the  Interest  qf  the  Public  Debt,  and  the  PaymenU  tqxm  Exchequer  Biu^s. 


CIHL  LIST,  £,       s.    rf. 

For  hit  Majesty's  Houtehold.... 898,000    0     0 
Ditto  by  44  Geo.  III.  per  ann    ...  60,000    0    0 

COURTS  OF  JUSTICE. 
The  Judges  of  England  and  Walet  17,900  15    5 
A.  Graham,  Esq.  Inspector  of  the 
temporary  places  of  coa£ncmem 

ofFelons 350    0    0 

P.  Colquhoun,E8q.  Recciverof  the 

Thames  Police  Office   7,168    6  10 

J.  Baldwin,  Esq.  Receiver  of  the 

seven  Public  Offices 16,139  14  UJ 

H.  M.  Dyer,  Esq.  Ch.  J.  Adm. 

Court,   Bahama     2,000    0    0 

J.  Bedford,  Esq.  do.        Barbadoet     2,000    0    0 

J.  Scwell,Esq.do atMaka     2,000    0    0 

W.  Territt,  Esq.  do.  . .  at  Bcrroudat  2,000  0  0 
Alex.  Croke,  Esq.  do.  Nova  Scotia  2,000  0  0 
H.  I.  Hinchcliffe,  Esq.  do  Jamaica  2,000  0  0 
Sheriffs  of  England  and  Wales  . . .  4,000  0  0 
Keeper  of  the  Hanaper  in  Chan- 
cery   , ••••..  — 

MINT, 

Master  of,  in  England  - 6,900    0    0 

T.  Morrison,  esq.  Receiver  of  the 

Fees  in  the  Mint 3,476    2    0 

Master  o^  in  Scotland    1,200    0    0 

SALARIES  y  ALLOWANCES, 
The  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Abbot,  Speaker  of 

the  House  of  C6mmons,  to  com- 
plete his  Allowance  of  6,0001.     2,801   10    0 
The  Marquis  of  Bute,  late  one  of 

the  Auditors  of  the  Imprest  . . .     7,000    0    0 
P.  Dearc,  Esq.  late  Deputy  do.  300    0    0 

E.  Roberu,  Esq.  on  the  yearly  Sum 

of  6501.  formerly  paid  to  the  Au- 
ditor of  the  Exchequer  650    0    0 

Commissioners  for   auditing   the 

Public  Accounts   12,300    0    0 

Salaries  of  Clerks  in  the  Office  of 

Public  Accounu   • 35,982    7    0 

Inspector  of  Tontine  Certificates        800    0    0 
Chief  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 

bnd,  for  Fees  paid  at  sundry 

Public  Offices 904    6    0 

Do of  South  Sea  Co.  for  du  .  ^        . 

Commissioners   for  auditing  the 

Public  Accounu  in  the  West 

Indies 4,750    0    0 

Salaries  and  Contingencies  for  do      5,764  18    8 
John  Buckworth,  Esq.  49  days  to 

lOtli  Oct.  1807    ..' 12^  5    01 

John  L.  Piinter,  Esq.  for  Salaries 

and  Contingencies  in  the  Office 

of  the  said  Commissioners,  to 

enable  them  to  proceed  to  the 

West  Indies 3,073  19    7 

PENSIONS, 

His  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  65,000  0  0 

Diuo  ditto 

Ditto  the  puke  of  York  .........  14,000  0  0 

Ditto....' Clarence    ....  I2;000  0  0 

Ditto Kent    12,000  0  0 

Ditto Cumberland..  12,000  0  0 

Ditto Sussex* 12,000  0  0 


His  R.  H.  tiie  Duke  of  Cambridge  <£  12,000     O     0 

Ditto Clarence 6,000     O     t> 

Ditto Kent 6,000     O     0 

Ditto Cumberland...  6,000     O     0 

Ditto Sussex 6,000     O     0 

Ditto Cambridge....  6,000     0     0 

Representatives  of  Arthur  Onslow  3,000     0    0 

Earl  of  Chatham      4,000     0    0 

Lord  HeathfichI  ..* 1,500     0     0 

Lord  Rodney      2,00O     0    0 

Lady  Dorchester 1,000     0    0 

John  Penn,  Esq 3,000     0    0 

Richard  Penn,  Esq l,00O     0   0 

Duchess  of  York 4,00O     0    0 

Earl  St.  Vincent 2,000     0    0 

Lord  Duncan 2,000     0    0 

Duke  of  Richmond 12,666  13    4 

Sir  William  Henry  Ashurst     ....  I,5«0     0    0 

Sir  Beaumont  Hotham 2,000     0    0 

Sir  Sidney  Smith       ............  1,000     0    0 

Baroness  Abercrombie 2,000     O    0 

Lord  Hutchinson: 2,000     0    0 

Sir  James  Saumarez 1,200    0    0 

Duke  of  Portland  and  others,  for 

the  Prince  of  Orange I69OOO    0    0 

Lord  Boringdon  and   others,    in 

Trust  for  Lord  Amherst    3,000 

Dukeof  Athol 3,«5€ 

Lady  Viscountess  Nelson     2,000 

Sir  Rich. Stracban   1,000 

Lord  CoUingwood    2,000 

Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth 1,000 

LordEldon 955 

William  Earl  Nelson 5,000 

Lord  Rodney   923 

Thomas  Baron  Erskine 3,044 

Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales 7,000 

Duchess  Dowager  of  Gloucester  .  .  2,000 

Duke  of  Qlouccster   ....•• 14,000 

Her  Highpess  Princess  Sophia  . . .  5,000 

Do  for  49  days  to  10th  Ocu  1807  752 
Sir  J.  Stuart,  for  1  day  1  qr.  of  a 

yeartoDo •  1,502 

Dukeo^Grafton     6,870 

BOUNTIES. 

For  the  Encouragement  of  the 
Growth  of  Hemp  and  Flax  ....     2,956  13    S 

Richard  Clarke,  Esq.  Chamberlain 
of  the  City  of  London,  for  the 
better  Improvement  of  the  Port 
ofLondon 20,000     O    0 

Do.  in  full  of  .£.100,000 20,000     O    0 

Do.  in  part  of  ^'.45,000   21,000    O    0 

Commissioners  for  the  Improve- 
ment of  the  Port  of  London  ..     4,000    O    0 

Do.  for  Compensations  for  loss 
sustained  under  the  Act  for  the 
Improvement  of  the  Port  of 
Xondon    93,079  13     t 

Do.  of  Northern  Light-houses....    15,000     0     O 

The  Directors  of  the  West  India 

Company,  in  pan  of  .£^30,000     15,000    0     O 

Sir  W.  Curtis,  for  130  Ticket  Por- 
ters, claiming  Compensations 
under  the  Act  for  Improve- 
ment of  the  Port  of  London,  in- 
cluding Fees 11,366     2     6 
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^.1,594,161   19     9 
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APPENDIX  (B.) — Interest paM  m  Exchequer  Bills,  fnm  the  5th  Day  qf  Jan.  1807  to 

the  5th  Day  <f  January  1808. 

"  '■  z   m 

AidsAnnolSOe Cap.    6 237.411  19  5 

Supply  Anno  1806 25 679.727  3  8 

Aids  Anno  1806 93 413,344  19  U 

l>itto  for  ,:f. 1,500,000 6 72,945  4  1 

Ditto  Bank  Charter  for  ^^000,000 41 90,000  0  O 

Aid8Annol807 28 664  7  5 

Bank  Premiumi  on  Personal  Estates  and  Malt  Duty,  &c 80,268  3  11 

^.1,574,361  18    5 


APPENDIX  (D.) — A  List  qf  all  such  Swn  and  Sums  qf  Money  as  have  been  incurred,  and 
become  due,  upon  his  Majesty's  Establishment  for  Civil  Affairs  unihin  Scotland,  bearing 
Date  the  i9th  Day  qfJune  1761,  Jbr  One  Year:  from  5th  Jan.  1 807  inclusive  to  5th  Jan. 


1808  exclusive <£.85,359     3     3 


Tf 


APPENDIX  (E.  1.) — AfHount  q^  Bounties  paid  tVi  England  and  Scotland  out  of  the  Reve- 
nues qf  Customs  and  Excise,  betfween  the  5th  qf  Jan,  1 807  and  the  5th  Jan,  1 808 ;  bevr^ 
Payments  in  the  nature  qf  Anticipations  qf  Excltequer  Issues. 


CUSTOMS. 
Bounties    on    Cotton    and    Linen    Manufac-' 

tures,  3cc i 

British  and  Southern  Whale  Fishery  ..  i 

Newfoundland  and  White  Herring  do.  ^ 

EXCISE. 

Bounties  on  British  Spirits 

on  Fish 

Buss  and  Barrel  Bounties,  certified  on  the  Excise, ) 
for  Deficiency  of  Money  in  the  hands  of  the  \ 
Receiver  Gen.  of  the  Customs  


ENCLAWD. 

£.            S. 

d. 

342,200  19 

5i 

19,840  10 

114 

562,041   10 

H 

£.         s.    d. 
65,091   10    9i 


11,858  12    5i 


76,950    3    3 


GREAT  BSrrAlV. 


£.        s.   d. 
407,«9«  10    3J 


31,699    3    5 


438,991  13     8^ 


APPENDIX  (E.  2.)— Post  Office. — Pensions  and  Parliamentary  Grants^  for  the  Year 

ended  5th  January  1 808. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  £.5,000 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Grafton      4,700 

The  heirs  of  the  late  Duke  of  Schomberg    4,000 


£.  13,700 


APPENDIX  (E.  3.) — Excise. — An  Account,  shemnglunv  the  Public  Monies  retaining  in 
the  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer  on  t/te  5th  Jan.  1 807,  together  with  the  Monies  paid  into  the 
same  during  the  Year  ending  5th  Jan.  1808,  and  tite  Monies  paid  out  of  the  Net  Produce  qf 
the  Revenues  qfthe  said  Year,  in  Anticipation  qf  the  Exchequer  Receipt,  have  been  actually 
M)Ued;  so  far  as  regards  the  Receipt  <^'the  Excise  in  England,  and  can  be  ascertained  at 
the  Excise  Office. 

£.     i.    d. 

14,000    0    0 
1-9,840  10  m 
33,840  10  U^ 


PENSIONS,  viz. 


BOUNTYi 


Duke  of  Grafton     

Earl  Cowper    , ,.....-  —  . 

Charles  Boon,  Esq.  Moiety  of  ihe  Earl  of  Bath's 
Lord  Melbourne's  ..,,  ditto...... ., 


£.  #.  d. 

9,000  0  0 

2;ooo  0  0 

1^500  0  0 

1,500  0  0 


Salted  Provisioat 
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APP{:NIIIX  (E.  ^.)—SumaAim€tdliy  femeen  Qeiurml  qfLaad  wnd 
Account  qf  Militia,  and  Db^setbrs  Wajqunts,  mid  ofhtr  DisbunaneniM, 
Acts  {^Parliament;  between  the  5th  January  1807  and  the  5th  January  1S08 


Tamil 


MiKtia  and  Desericn  Warraau 

Vohintecni      ,......* 

Defence  Acu 

Army  of  Reserve 

Yeomanry  Cavahy 

PopnlatioB  Act 


^9A59  5  ^ 

80,499  16  si 

18,189  8  lli 

39,337  9  10 


aCOTLAB^ 


6,914  11  101 

39,103  13    4 

691    7    1 

10,939  19  n\ 

1,191   10    4 

907  IS    6 


Tocal...X5»8,197  10    0} 


APPENDIX  (F.) — Monies  received  front  his  Mqjes^s  Exchequer,  for  Naval  Sebtios, 
between  5M  January  1807  and  the  5tk  January  1 808. 


UIAM  or  S^RTtd. 


NAVY: 

Salaries  to  the  Admiralty,  Navy,  and  Navy  Wy  Offices      .... 

Wages  to  Officers  and  Seamen 

Bounty  to  Volaateers,  Flag  Pay,  kc 

Half  Pay  to  Sea  Otiicea,  and  Bouncy  to  Cbafdains     

Pensions  to  Sea  Officers,  their  Widows,  &c.  and  to  superan-  > 
nnated  Artificers    •• « > 

Wages  to  His  Majesty's  Dock  and  Rope  Yards      

Building  of  Ships,  purchase  of  Stores  of  every  Description,  > 
repairing  of  Ships,  purchase  of  Ships  token  from  the  Enemy,  > 
Head  Ifoney,  Ice  paid  in  Bills  at  Ninety  Days  Date    ..  ..J 

Pilouge    

Bills  of  Exchange,  Iropresu,  and  Contingen^ries    ..•••.....•• 

Exchequer    Fees 

Marine  Services  on  Shore,  and  Half  Pay  to  Marine  Officers    . 

Provisions  and  aU  xms  of  VictuallvBg  Scpros,  paid  for  in  Bills  > 

at  Ninety  Days  Date S 

Wages  to  the  Victualling  Yards 

BiUs  of  Exchange  and  Imprest 

Necessary  and  Extra  Necessary  Money,  and  Contingencies  .... 
Widows  Pensions 

TnANSPORTS,  Ice. 

F»«tghtof  Ttaniports,  Maintenance  of  Priaoaers  of  War,. and 
Expence  of  Sick  and  Wounded  Seamen,  paid  for  in  Bills  at 
Ninety  Days  Date      .^ 

BiUs  of  Exchange,  and  all  other  Services  paid  for  in  Ready 
Mottey 


£.        r. 

130,000     0 

2,117,308     T 

380,000    0 

906,404  11 

0 
6 
0 
6 

£,       s.  4 

106,000    0 

0 

1,051,000    0 

0 

4^654,758  13 

7 

38,080    0 
606,976    7 

12,000    0 
412,100    0 

0 

1 
0 
0 

9,713,547  19   5 

3,621,954    6 

5 

135,100    0 

1,081,008    0 

119,000    0 

39,793  13 

0 
0 

0 

4 

4,939,777  If   ! 

1,829.435    9 

10 

300,000    0 

0 

9,199,499   9i: 

j£. 

>6.Ti\76l    »  3 

APPENDIX  {G).—Momes  paid  by  the  Qfice  qf  Ohi>h^sce,  in  the  Year  1807,  for  Sercka 
at  Home  and  Abroad  respectively. 

£.       a.    A 

Services  at  Home   • 3,895,596  li    8 

Strvioes Abroad     •,.,....*, 4.^....i^...^      995,991  15    6 


^.4,190,748     6    6 
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APP£NI>IX  {U.y—Mmtles  paid  hy  the  R^  SRmourahie  the  P^moBterf  General  qfkis  Ma- 
jesty s  FoKCEs, /row  25M  Decesnier  180(5  to  2Mh  Vecember  IB07. 

m        m  !■         ■■»■■>■■■■■■■»■>■■■■  ■■■^^■^F^— —  imwiKiw^^w^— ^i—ww  p  i   in  w»— rwfiy   iiw»    m  »y»i»i»>»pi^— ^^^ 

Pay.  and  Altowanoet  of  th«  ForcM,  lu:.  Captaint  Allowancet,  Off*  >  „  g.^  j._  ^     ^ 

reckoniiijs,  Reoroitiog  aiMl  Comiageoci^,  BilU,  and  dotbing  ....  J  ^^'^>«*^  »    ^ 

Volumeort ft4l,7T4  1«    8 

fiiehequtr  Feet rr,468  0  1« 

Garrisont • 24,000  0    0 

Payof  Olftcen I.,      93,578  6    0 

Staff    120,596  6     9 

larraclcs tSSM^  8    •% 

HalfPay      , 198,343  3    a 

Widows  Peoftions t],500  0    0 

Clickea  Hospital     , 550,093  7    7 

ExiraordiAarwt     5,431,867  0  11 


«£.15,988,550  14 


APPENPIX  (I.) — Jn  Account  qf  Loans,  Remittances,  and  Advances  to  other  Comtrics, 
in  the  Year  ending  the  Sth  jQ^  ofjammy  1808. 

Thetc  was  remitted  oatoi  Soppliea  1806/7»  ta  that  Pan  of  the  UsiMtd  KiocdQm 

called  Ireland,  viz.  £.        t.  tL 
Out  of  •£.1,000,000  granted  out  of  Spankh  Property  and  I>roHs  of  Ad- 

roitaliy,  for  ihe  service  of  the  Year  1806     ,...^ 117,647    0  0 

Out  of  Loan  1806,  per  Act  46  Geo.  m.  Cap.  93 , 276,000    0  0 

Out  of  Lotteries  1806,  per      Ditto  ....  Cap.  148 156,437  10  0 

Outof  LoBO  1807,  per  Act  47  Ditto....  Cap.  28 ,.,,  1,630,000    0  0 

Outof  Loan  1807,  per  Act..  Ditto....  Cap.  46 1,450,000    0  0 

Out  of  Lotteries  1807,  per  Act  Ditxo  ..  Cap.  9.      ..--, 51,166  13  4 


^.3,681,251     3 


sxscap 


APPENDIX  (K). — An  Account,  shewk^  haw  the  Monies  rwnemmg  in  the  Receipt  qf  the 
ExcHEQUEB  on  thc  Sth  Day  qf  January  1807,  together  with  the  Monies  paid  into  the  sam 
dufring  the  Year  ended  the  5th  qf  January  1808,  have  been  actually  applied;  so  far  as  rekUes 

to  MlSCELIANEOVS  SbRVICBS. 

JiERFICRS  AT  HO^E.                                                £.  t.  d. 

To  be  paid  to  the  Officers  of  the  Hovset  of  Lordsand  Commons  18Q6/7  7,428  12  4 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Superintendence  of  Aliens     J  805/6/7      7,040  0  • 

For  the  Royal  Military  CoHege,  1806/7 31,345  2  II 

Vor  the  Use  of  the  Officers  and  Seamen  who  served  under  th«  late  Vice-Admiral 

Lord  Viscount  Nelson,  at  the  BatUe  ofC  Cape  Trafalgar,  on  the  21st  Oct.  1805/6  .    12,500  0  8 
For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Works  and  Repairs  of  ttie  Roads  and  Bridges  in  the 

Uighhmds  of  Scotland,  1806      10,250  14  0 

For  confhimg,  maintaining,  and  employin|(  Convicts  at  Home,  1806/7      48, 1 66  2  4| 

For  printing  Journal  of  ihe  Homs?  oi  Commons,  foF  pciming  and  delivoring  Votes, 

and  for  printing  Reports,  Bills,  aec.  1806... > 18,291  14  4 

For  printing  1,';5.0  Copies  of  the  58th  Volume  of  loucoals,  1806 4,000  0  0 

For  Printing  and  Stsuionary  for  the  Two  Houses  of  Parliament,  for  )  80C/7 30,682  15  6 

For  the  French  Clergy  and  Laity;  Toulonese,  Corsican,  and  Dutch  Emigranu;  and 

American  Loyalists,  1806/7 133,119    2  7 

Towards  defraying  the  Expence  of  the  Public  OflElce,  Bow  Street,  1806/7      12,701  18  5 

For  the  Roval  Military  Xsylum  at  Chelsea,  for  1806 12,808  16  U 

For  bis  M^UCtty's  Foreign  and  other  Secret  Services,  1806/7 ▼ideserricaAi^rMd. 

For  carrying  on  the  building  of  a  nev  Mint*  1806/7      58,033  2  0 

Iztiaor.  £:^nces  of  ProsecutiDUX  cdatiDi:  to  the  Coin  of  this  Kingdom,.  1806/7     .^ ..     2,792  16  1 
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For  the  extra  Charge  of  Messengers  of  the  Three  Secretaries  of  Sute,  1806/7        ....^10,500  0  S 

For  Do ,  of  Contingencies Do.  1806/7 9,000   0  0 

For  the  Ministers  of  the  Vaudois  Churches,  for  180^7        1,828   5  4 

To  Sheriffs,  for  Conviction  of  Felons  and  Overpayments,  1806      6,700   0  0 

For  defraying  Law  Charges,  1806/7 13,000   00 

Protestant  Dissenting  Ministers  in  England,  and  for  the  Relief  of  the  poor  Freoch 

Protestant  Clergy  and  Laity,  for  1806/7 9.370  5  0 

For  Printin/r,  by  Orderof  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Records,  1806 3,596  5  10 

For  printing  Returns  relative  to  the  Expence  and  Maintenance  of  the  Poor,  1806    ....  393    1  u^ 
For  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  to  erect  a  Building  for  the  Reception  of  Dr.  Hun- 
ter's Collection,  and  a*  Theatre  for  the  Delivery  of  Public  Lectures  oil  Anatomy 

and  Surgery 4,000   0  0 

For  an  Allowance  to  the  Commissioners  of  Naval  Inquiry,  1806 294  IS  S 

Towards  the  Support  of  an  Institution  called  the  Veterinary  College,  for  1806       1,W0   0  d 

For  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  1806,  for  the  relief  of  tlie  suffering  Clergy  and  Laity  of 

France,  Toulonese,  Dutch  and  Corsican  Emigrants,  and  American  Loyalists,  1807  ..  1,45^  13  i 
For  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  Anno  1806,  for  the  Protestant  Dissenting  Ministers  ia 

England,  and  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  French  Protestant  Clergy  and  Laity,  J  807  ..  377   8  < 

To  defray  Bills  of  the  Usher  otthe  Court  of  Exchequer  for  Stationary,  &c.  for  1807  ...  1,914  4  3 

For. Works  done  at  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  and  at  the  House  of  the  Speaker  . .  27,900  0  0 

For  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  of  1806,  for  Do.  1807  11,800   0  6 

For  the  Works  and  Repairs  of  the  Military  Roads  in  North  Britain,  1807 4^  5  Q 

For  purchasing  Buildings  and  Ground  iu  and  near  Palace  Yard,  Westminster,  1807..  ..  11,730  14  i 

Ditto Ditto 29,000  0  0 

For  Deficiency  of  Printing,  &c.  for  the  Two  Houses  of  Parliament 9,789  1 1  g} 

For  printing  and  delivering  Votes  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  printing  Bills 

Reporu,  &c.  1807 , 16,168  3  3 

For  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  for  Ditto,  Anno  1806    « 14,88115  f 

For  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  of  1806,  for  printing  1,750  Copies  of  the  58th  Volume  of 

Journalsof  the  House  of  Commons,  1807 459  t  4 

For  defraying  the  Expence  of  printing  Articles  of  Impeachment,  Minutes  of  the  Evi- 

dence,  and  Copies  of  the  Trial  of  Lord  Viscount  Melville,^  1807    2,046  6  1 

For  defraying  the  Expences  incurred  in  the  Department  of  the  L.ord  Chamberlain  of  bis 

Majesty's  Household,  on  the  Trial  of  Lord  Viscount  Melville,  1807 8,536  9  Il| 

For  Expence  of  making  an  Inland  Navigation  from  the  Eastern  to  the  Western  Sea*  ..  95,000  0  9 

For  paying  Fees  on  passing  Public  Accounts,  1807 5,000  0  0 

To  satisfy  an  Award  made  by  Dr.  Swabey  and  Master  Griffiilhe,  for  the  Loss  of  the  Ship 

Dunkirk,  on  the  Coast  of  Denmark,  1807       • 11,538  14  £ 

For  the  Captors  of  the  Second  Swedish  Convoy,  and  for  the  Balance  due  to  the  Owners 

of  the  said  Ships,  1807 , 10,306  11  J 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum,  for  the  purchase  of  the  MSS.  belonging  to  the 

late  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  1807 4,925  0  0 

TowardstbeRepair  of  Henry  the  Seventh's  Chapel,  1807     2,000  0^ 

Further  Reward  to  Pr.  Jenner,  for  promulgating  his  Discovery  of  the  Vaccine  Inocula- 
tion, 1807 : 20.000  0  fi 

For  enabling  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  to  carry  on  the  Trusts  reposed  in  them 

by  Parliament,  1807 5,556  5  9 

For  erecting  Buildings  for  a  Naval  Asylum,  and  towards  the  Maintenance  oi  the  said 

Institution,  1807    w 30,000  0  3 

For  Salaries  to  the  Officers,  and  Incidental  Expences  of  the  Commissioners  for  re- 
ducing the  National  Debt , 2,328  18  0 

To  the  Representatives  of  William  Young,  Esq;  for  Expences  attending  the  execnition 

of  an  Act  for  the  Redemption  and  Sale  of  ^e  Land  Tax 1,849  IS  3 

For  Salaries  and  Expences  of  American  Commissioners 2,611   0  0 

To  the  Bank  of  England,  for  Discount  on  Prompt  Pay  menu  on  Loan  £.  20,000,000     251,672  4  I 

To Do for  receiving  the  above  Loan 16,115  16  3 

To  ....••..  Do for  Discount  on  prompt  PaymenU  on  Lotteries,  180^7  ....  2^1   4  8 

To Do fbrreceiving  Contnbutions  to  Lotteries 5,000  0  0 

Principal  and  Interest  of  American  and  East  Florida  Orders,  for  Relief  to  such  Persons 

as  have  suffered  during  the  late  unhappy  Dissentions  in  America 476  7  6^ 

To  the  Commissioners  for  preparing  and  drawing  Lotteries  1806/7 15,500  Ofi 

To  rfplace  to  Hit  Mqjetty's   Civil  List  Revenue*  the  Sums  issued  thereout,  pursuant  to 
Addresses  of  the  House  qf  Commons  ;  vh. 
For  Rewards  to  Persons  employed  under  the  Commissioners  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  Measures  recommended  by  the  Ho.  of  Com.  respecting  the  Public  Records  .  1,085  5  ^ 

To  the  Clerk  Assistant  of  the  House  of  Commons,    Sess.  1806 ,,:.  PSO  i  8 

To  the  Second  Clerk  Assistant  to  the  House  of  Commons,  in  Do 1,085  4  0 

To  Edward  Colman,  Esq.  late  Serjeant  at  Arms,  attending  the  House  of  Commons   ..  250  0  0 
To  the  Deputy  Serjeant  at  Arms,  to  make  up  his  Allowance  equal  to   U?.  500,  for 

the  Session  1806 332   5  0 

To  George  Whitiam,  Esq;  for  making  an  Index  to  the  Votes  in  Session  1806 350  0  0 

To  Hi  Alexander,  Esq;  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  &  Means,  Scss.  1806  .  1,300  5  6 
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To  make  good  to  Hit  Majesty's  Ciml  Lkt  Revenues  Monies  issued  thereout,  for  Public 

Services;  viz. 

For  Salaries  of  the  additional  CommissioDcrs  for  auditing  the  Public  Accounts £.  5,397    2    0 

To  J.Johnson,  Architect,  for  carrying  on  the  Building  of  the  new  Mint      ,.., 5,000    0    0 

For  additional  Allowance  to  Clerks  in  the  Office  for  auditing  Public  Accounts      ....      4,252     I     1 

To  Dr.  Clarke,  for  his  Trouble  and  Attendance  relative  to  an  Act  for  enforcing  the 
Residence  of  the  Clergy     '. 731  11  11 

To  Peter  Lord  Gwydir,  Deputy  Great  Chamberlain,  for  Expences  mending  the  Trial 

of  Lord  Viscount  MclvilTe 1,216  17  10 

To  Joseph  Kaye  and  John  Winter,  Jun.  Solicitors  to  the  Managers  of  the  Impeach- 
ment against  Lord  Viscount  Melville , 7,54f9     0    8 

To  W.  G.  Rose,  Esq.  and  others  Officers  of  the  House  of  (pommons,  for  their  Attend- 
ance on  various  Committees  in  Session  1806      ...••.•.......• 233.10    0 

To  £.  Straccy,  Esq.  as  a  Compensation  for  his  Services  as  Counsel  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  ihe  House  of  Peers,  Session  1806        :"•-•         ''^^  ^^    ^ 

For  defraying  the  Expences  of  a  Plan  for  the  moreperfiea  Security  of  the  Shipping  in 

the.  Port  of  London      649  12    0 

To  H.  Cowper,  Esq.  Clerk.  Assistant  to  the  House  of  Lords,  for  additional  Trouble 

during  the  Trial  of  Lord  Viscount  Melville 224  12    0 

To  W.  Chinnery,  Esq.  as  a  Compensation  to  Persons  attending  during  the  Trial  of  Lord 
Viscount  Melville , 974    3    6 

To  J.  Meheux,  Esq.  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  Affairs  of  India, 
for  the  Purchase  of  the  Lease  of  a  House  in  Downing-street  for  an  Office  for  the 
said  Commissioners      ...'. .' 272    5    4 

For  defraying  the  Expences  of  a  Plan  for  the  Esublishment  of  a  Horse  Patrol  for  the 

public  Roads  leading  to  the  Metropolis 3,172  18    0 

To  W.  Chinnery,  Esq.  to  pay  a  Bill  drawn  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  for  Bounties  on  Fish  ..        535    9    Q 

To  the  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  of  MihUry  Enquiry,  for  Expences  incurred  by 
them       2,637  13    6 

To  the  Secretary  to  the  West  India  Commissioners,  for  the  Expences  of  their  Office    .      1,622  19    6 

To  Sir  I.  Heard,  for  extra  Expences  incurred  at  the  Funeral  of  the  late  Lord  Viscount 
Nelson   , 71     4    0 

To  William  Chinnery,  Esq.  for  Books  of  Science  and  Chemical  Articles  for  the  Seule- 

mcm  of  New  South  Wales 114  11     0 

To  J.  Clementson,  Esq.  for  one  Year's  Rent  of  a  House,  in  lieu  of  Apartments  he 

resigned  at  the  House  of  Commons 219  14    0 

To  W.  Chinnery,  Esq.  to  pay  BiHs  drawn  by  Mr.  Commissary  Laidlaw,  for  Bounties 

on  Fish   ».         271  12    6 

To  T.  Nettleship,  Esq.  for  publishing  the  Average  Price  of  Brown  Sugar 434  17    0 

To  the  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  of  Naval  Enquiry,  for  Contingent  Expences  . , .     1,060  19    0 

To  W.  W2ktson,  Esq.  Serjeant  at  Arms  to  the  Hoiise  of  Lords,  for  his  Services  during 

the  Session  1806 1,623    0    0 

To  Xx>rd  Walsingham,  Chairman  of  the  Commiuecs  of  the  House  of  Lords,  for  his  At- 
tendance in  Session  1806 2,698  13    0 

SERVICES  JBHOAD, 

For  His  Majesty's  Foreign  and  other  Secret  Services,  1 806/7 90,338  1 8  0 

For  repairing  and  maintaining  British  Forts  and  Settlements  on  the  Coast  of  Africa      .  18,000    0  0 

Topay  Bills  drawn  from  New  South  Wales,  1807 14,420    \)  0 

FortheCivilEstablishmentof  Upper  Canada,  1807 8,280    0  0 

Nova  Scotia,  1807    5,373  15  0 

New  Brunswick,  1807 4,650    0  0 

St.  John's,  1807       3,100    0  0 

Cape  Breton,  1807 2,040    0  0 

Bahamas,  1807.., 4,400    0  0 

Bermuda,  1806/7 870    0  0 

New  South  Wales,  1807 12,705    0  0 

SicrraLeone,  1807 14,000    0  0 


^.1,227,383    0    8) 
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VI.— PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBT. 
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Public  Funded  Debt  of  Gre^t  Britain,  a$  the  same  stood  on  the  Pirst  Day  if 

Febnuury  1808. 


TOTAL  DEBT  UNREDEEMED, 


Bank  of  England,  and  Amwities,  1706....At  3  percent,. 

South  Sea  Old  and  New  Annuities,  175 1 * .  Ditto 

Consolidated  Anmnttes Dhk>  ,,,. . 

Reduced  Annuities Ditto 

Consolidated  Annuities * At  4  percent.. 

Consol  dated  Annuities At  5  percent. . 

Annuities,  1797  arid  1803 k.^..  Ditto 


*l*OUl  CxTITAtf  . 


Atinual  Interest ....• 

Annuities  for  Lives,  or  for  Tctms  6f  Years    

Charges  of  Management    .•.....• 

Anntlities  fallen  in  xir  dead,    1   per  cent,    ami  Annual    Onmts,    besides 
£.  23,675  2*.  Annuities  nnclaimed  for  three  Years  at  5th  Jan.  1808 


Total  Chakce  for  DtBT  payable  in  Ok«at  BafXAiN 


£.  s.  I 
12,686,800  0  0 
18,330,684  13  \\\ 
359,662,34<  8  (^ 
99,569,631  0  1 
47,107,684  17  % 
46,53?,74«  I  8 
2.070,043  16  9 

585,959.932  18  IJ 

■II  I   ri'ifi'iinAi^^i; 


19.009,621    8  1\ 

1.435,869.14  6| 

288,409  0  Oi 

9,971,89«  4  1} 


30,703,798   74 


Progress  made  in  the  KedempHm  (fthe  Pufltfc  Debt  ^  Ireland, ^rferf  in  Great  Butadt, 

m  l5f  Ftbruofy  1808. 


ConsoHdaiedSpef 
cent.  Ann. .. 


Redaced  Do. 


Consolidated  4  per 

tent.  Ho.    .. 
DO.  5  percent.  Do 


Redeemed  hf  the 
ComnuAloiiert. 


2. 
50,258^75 
t6,(»8,'r50 


300.000 
57«,000 


47,139,625 
4^628,926 


42,510.699 


Eejicenied 

Uv  me 

Comnistiencn. 

« 


£, 

2,211,000 
«,4f7,926 


4,628,926 


TOTAL  «V  MS 
pawl. 


£.  4,  d. 
1,353,691  4  4 
I,457.6(?3    0    5 


2,811.354    4    7 


Price  of 
ScocKS. 


80IO 
applicibl*  lo  tb« 

•rirur. 


614 
6O4 
60} 


1  t)et  cem.  on 
Capital  created 

Dividend  on 
.£.4,628,926 
3  per  cent.- 
Aanuitaes    - 

£. 


£.    «.  i 
479,535  4  5 

138,167  n  7 


61B.4(«  19  l** 


Fregreu  made  in  the  Hedemjdion  qfthe  1j«^rul  1)ebt,  at  Ul  Fdmutry  1S08. 


fmperial  3  pet 
tetlt.  Annuities 

Redeemed  by  the 
Commissioners 

Unredeemed  1st 
February  1808  .  . 


£, 
■  3,669,300 
829.426 


2,839,874 


£. 
829,426 


£.         i.    d. 
485,167    0  11 


58} 


I  per  cent,  on 
Capitals  creat- 
ed      

Dividend  on 
jC.  829,426, 
3  per  cenL 
Annuities  .  • 


£.     *.  ^ 

36,693   0  0 

24,882  15  7 
"6W575  15  7 
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VII.— UNFUNDED  DEBT. 


An  Account  qf  the  Unfunded  Debt  and  Demands  Outstanding  on  the  5th  JDc^   of 

January  1808. 


ExcHEQUsK.  Bills  : 
Under  what  Acts  issued.        On  what  Funds  charged.  Amount  Outstaodiog. 

47  Geo.  III.  cap.    3.  •  -  Malt,  Anno  -    -     1806  -  -  .£.973,000  0  0 

Ditto          cap.    ^  .  -  Aids,  Aano  -    -     1808  -  •  10»500/X>0  0  0 

Ditto          cap.  28.  -  -  Ditto,  Anno  .    -    1807  •  -  15,621,500  0  0 

Ditto          cap.  73.  -  -  Ditto,  Anno  -     -     1807  .  -  1,048,400  0  0 

Ditto          cap.  27.  -  •  Ditto,  Anno    -    -     1808  -  -  1,500,000  0  0 

Ditto         cap.  76.  .  •  Ditto,  Bank  Charter  1808  .  .  3,000,000  0  0 

— *•— — -  31,942»900    0    • 

TRiAstr&Ti 

Miscellaneous  Services 41,052  19  10} 

Warrants  for  Army  Services 79,96117    3 

Treasiry  Bills  accepted  previous  to  and  on  the  5th  January, 

1808,  due  subsequent  to  that  day ^1,085  16    0 

—————       727,100  IS    1| 

Army: 

'  Ordinary  Services     ..• •* 1,063,036  10  11 

Extraordinary  Services  .....i................ NiL 

— — —  1,063,()S6  10  II 

Barracks   , 476,586  0  8 

Ordnance    1,165,822  IS  7 

Navy , 6,561,237  9  1{ 

Civil  List  Advances   •..••'••••... .••• ....• .«.•.!  50,430  2  6 

4l;P87,113     9  II 
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VIIL— DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 


An  Account,  shewing  haw  the  Monies,  given  for  the  Service  qf  the  Year  1807,  have  been 
disposed  qf;  so  far  as  relates  to  GREiiT  Britain. 


SERVICES. 
Navy  ..1 

8UII8ToCe4orGnat«d. 

SUMS  Paid. 

Remains  to  be  Paid. 

16,977,637    9    3 

3,264,469    4    8 

15,361,365    2    9 

4,506,000    0    0 
180,000    0    0 

5,382  17    8 
3,038,660    4    9 

£,        s.    d, 

16,917,837    9    3 

3,264.469    4    8 

15,361,365    2    9 

4,500,000    0    0 
180,000    0    0 

5,382  17    8 
2,774,575    8  lOj 

£.       s.    d. 

Ordnance  •.•.••••••••.•»•.••••••••••■• 

Forces  ..••..••«........••..••.•••.•••. 

To  enable  bit  Majeity  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  tbe  exigency  of  affairs  may  re- 
quire,  for  Great  Britain 

To  make  good  the  like  Sum,  which  has 
been  advanced  to  the  king  of  Prussia, 
in  consequence  of  the  urgency  of  ai&irs 
upon  the  Continent ••..»-••... 

To  make  goo4  the  like  sum,  which  has 
been  issued  by  his  majesty's  orders,  pur- 
suant to  addresses  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons, and  which  has  not  been  made 
good  by  parliament  ..••.••••.••••■■■• 

Ciyil  Estabbshmenu  and  Service! 

263,^84  15  10^ 

Total 

43,327,614  19    1 

43,0^3,630    3     2J 

263,984  15  104 

Payments  for  dther  Services,  not  being  part  of  the  Supplies  granted  for  the  Service 
of  the  Year 


^.376,892    5    5J 


Ways  and  Means /or  anmervng  the  forgoing  Sbrticbs. 

Duty  on  Malt  continued -••.... 

4/.  in  the  Pound  oii  Pensions,  Omcet,  ice ..•••. .....v • 

Two-thirds  ProfiU  of  fourth  Lottery,  1806 9^66  13    4> 

Ditto    -    -    -    of  three  Lotteries,  1807 330,666  13    4$ 

Surplus  consolidated  Fund  to  5th  April  1808      , 

War  Taxes   ..j. • 

Exchequer  Bills  on  Vote  of  Credit •  — 

Suit>lus  Ways  and  Means,  1806 

JLoao,  part  of  <i^.l4,200,000.  (the  Remainder  being  for  the  Service  of  Ireland) ...; 


£.       t,    d. 

750,000    0    0 
2,000,000    0    0 


425,333 

3,750,000 
19,800,000 

4,500,000 

ni,185 

12,200,000 


6    8 


0 
0 
0 


^.43,594,518  U  11^ 

£.        s,  d. 

Total  Sum  granted  as  per  preceding  Account     .••...••...•• 43,327,614  19  1 

Sums  paid  for  Services  not  voted,  as  per  Do. •...•••••••       376,892    5  5^ 


Amount  of  Ways  and  Means,  as  above  . 


43,704,507    4    6J 
43,594,518  11  ll| 


Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Means  ..••• •••••. — •••• £,  109,988  12    ej 


IRELAND. 
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FINANCE  ACCOUNTS  OF  IRELAND, 

pot  TCI 

TEAB  BNOED  FIFTH  OF  JANVABT,  1808. 


bt 


I.— PUBLIC 


HEADS  or  UVKNUE. 


CroM  Recftpt 
•itbla  tlic  Year. 


ToUl  Receipt  to  be 
Aycooaicd  for. 


DnvtMdu, 
Diico«au,*c. 


Ordinary  Revenue: 

Customs 

Excise 

Sumps  ............... 

Post  Office 

Poundage  Fees 

Pells  Fees 

Duty  on  Wrought  Plate  . 
Casualties ,. 


£.  t, 

2.452,'76J  17 

2,306,4^5  4 

594.154  10 

158,749  6 

26.934  14 

5,386  V) 

2,898  12 

4,324  11 


£.         *. 

I   5,772,065  19 

720,076    0 

177,257   18 

26,934  14 

5,386  19 

2,898  12 

4,324  11 


Total  Ordinary  Revenues  .. . 

Extraordinary  Resource* : 

Gain  by  Exchange  on  Sums  re- 
ceived frqm  Great  Britain  . . . 

Commissioners  of  the  Navy  on 
account  of  Advances  by  Col- 
lectors in  Ireland,  for  Sea- 
men's Wages,  &c  ...••.... 

From  Great  Britain,  on  Account 
of  the  Profit  of  Lotteries  .... 

From  several  County  Treasur 
ers,  paid  to  several  Revenue 
Colleaorsy   on   Account   Of 
Advances  made  by  the  Trea- 
sury for  enrolling  the  Militia 

From  several  County  Treaiiir- 
ers,  paid  to  several  Revenue 
CoUecton,  on  Account  of 
Deficiencies  in  the  Army  of 
Reserve ^ 

Other  Monies  paid  to  the  Public 

Jppnptiated  Duties  for  Local 

Obfecis. 

Linen  Manufacture  •.••.•.., 

Improvement  of  Dublin  . . ..  ^  _ 

Repairs  of  the  Royal  Exchange 

and  Commercial  Buildings .. 

Lagan  Navigation 

Inns  of  Court  ....• 


5^51.669  15  11| 

15,973  10    4{ 

39,459    2    8i 
224,904  10    3^ 

9,925    6    9 


n 


£.          s,  d.\    £,        L 

181,778     4  8  1 239,121    5 

67,980  15  2  1  185,539    5 

16,226  14  11}    30.279 


17,477     9     1 


73,723  15  ^ 


140 
49,120 


1,600    0 
9,518  >8 


1,652  5  0 
3,476  2  10 
1,111   10    0 


Total  independent  of  the  Loans 

Loans  paid  into  the  Exchequer, 
in  the  Year  ended  the  5th  of 
January  1808 ,. 


5,901,551    5  lOf 


Grand  Total . 


2.977.747    4    9 


6,708,944  15  8^ 

15,973  10  4J 

39,459    2  8} 

224,904  10  3| 

18,405  17  6 


9,115    8    5 
49,120    3    3} 


3,529  15  10{ 
10,476  11     1 

2,071  19  2 

3,614  11  C} 

1,111   10  0 


283,463     3  10}- 


7,086,727  15    5| 


2,977,747    4    9 


8,879.298  10     7f|j0,064v475    0    2f 


774    9 
12     2 


528,663  10  q 


1,321  13    4 


285.571  13    8} 


285,571  13    8| 


107  H  U 


5«J,771    4 


528,771    4  5 
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ExUi 


CLASS 

I.  Public  Income. 
IL  Consolidated  Fund. 
UL  Arrears  and  Balances. 
IV.  Trade  and  Navigation. 


CLASS 

V.  Public  Expenditure. 
VI.  Public  funded  Debt. 
Vn.  Unfunded  Debt. 
VIII.  Disposition  of  Grants. 


?  INCOME. 


Tote)  PSTiMnti 
'             Mtef  the 
*          Grew  Revenac. 

to  NMioMi  O^rctt; 
the  EKChequer. 

Piyneora  on  Accooat 

of  Mili  la.  Dcaeri«n, 

Stni glinf  Seamen, 

An&TofReterve, 

and  PorUicatioo 

Cempenution. 

Bounties  for 

promoting  the 

Fifbcriea,  Unen 

MaaoActait,  Ac. 

Total  Payments 

out  of  the 

Vti  Produce. 

Parmenti  into  tke 
£xcheqaer. 

i             £.       s,     d. 

£.        f.     rf. 

£.           t.     d. 

£,        t.    d. 

c£.           *.      c/. 

£.         s.     d. 

1      420,899    9  lOjl 

253,520     0    5 
i        46,505  18     94 
-        91,201     4  lOi 

|5,097,646    9    4^ 

673,570    2  .IJ 

86,056  13    4 

26,934  14    44 

5,386  19     1 

2,898  12    4| 

4,324  11     0 

76,886    2    2 

25,940    0    9 
101,345    5     6i 

25,940     0    9 
178,231    5    4J 

T,976.9fil     6     IJ 
1,765,466     4    2| 
564.624  15  10 
71,392  17     2 
26,P34  14    44 
5,386   19     iJ 
2,898   12    4i 
4,324  11     0 

]     812,  K26  13  11 J 

5.896,818     1     8{ 

76,886    2    2 

127,285    4     IJ 

204,171     6    31 

4,417,990     0     2J: 

•         # 

15,973  10    ^ 

- 

- 

. 

15,973  10    41 

•         • 

39,459    2    Si 

• 

• 

• 

39,459     2     8^ 

f         • 

224,904  10    3i 

-       .  • 

- 

- 

224,904  10    3i 

•         • 

18,405  17    6 

to        • 

- 

- 

1,007  13    0 

- 

9,115    8    5 
49,120    3    3S 

- 

- 

- 

4,700     1     4  ^ 
49,120    3    3;! 

774    9    6 
12    2    0 

2,755     6    4§ 
10,464    9     1 

^ 

;,: 

- 

1,745  15    41 
10,226     2    2 

1,429  12    6i 

-     2,071  19    2 
2,184  18     6i 
1,111  10    0 

-        - 

. 

- 

1,535  17    0 
1,413     8     1 
1,111   10    0 

^     814,342  17  llj 

6.272,384  17    5| 

76,886     2    2 

127,285    4     11 

204,171     6    3 

4,769,187  13  10{ 

- 

2,977,147    4    9 

- 

- 

- 

2,977,747     4    9 

/     814,342  17  llj'9,250,132    2     2ff  76,886     2     2 

127,285    4    IJ 

204,171     6     3 

7.746,934  18   ,7{ 
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I       xlv]         PARL-  ACCOUNTS ^Ireland.— iirrcar*  and  Balances.^Trade,  ^c.        [xlvi 

III.— ARREARS  AND  BALANCES. 

£,        s.  d. 

Balances  du«  on  the  5th  January  1808,  from  the  Collectors  of  Customs 50,^41  13  C4 

Ditto     ...     -     Ditto  -     -     -     -  ofExcise 113,033     8  7| 

Hearth-money  Collectors' Balances 59,080  17  5J 

IV.— TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION. 

'     Value  qf  Imports  and 'ExFOKTs  for  Three  Years, 


Year  cading  5th  January  1806  , 

1807  , 

1808  . 


OFFiaAL  TALUS 

Of  imports. 


£.  s.  d, 
5,736,214  10  4 
5,605,964  16  I 
6,637,907  16    7J 


OITICUL  TALUE  OP 


Irish  Products  and 
Muttfactores  Lxported. 


£.        #.  d, 

5,059,867  13  10 

5,030,722  15  10 

5,307,806  16  4 


Fortign  and  ColODtal 
Merchandiie  Exported. 


£,        i.  d. 

142,481     4  6 

157,443     2  U 

150,370     3  8i 


Kote.*— The  real  Value  of  Irish  Produce  and  Manufiactures  exported  in  the  Year 

ending  the  5th  Jan.  1808,  computed  at  the  Average  Pnces  current,  was  <£.!  0,1 10,385.  3#,  CJrf. 


Number  of  Vessels,  with  the  Amount  of  their  Townage,  built  <md  registered  in  the  several 
Ports  qf  Ireland,  in  Three  Years. 


Year  ending  5th  January  1806 

1807 

1808 


Number  qf  Vessels,  mth  the  Amount  qf  their  Tonnage,  and  Number  qf  Men  and  Boys 
usually  employed  in  Naxdgating  the  same,  that,  belonged  to  the  Ports  qf  Ireland  on  tlie  30th 
Day  qf  September  in  the  Years  1805,  1806,  and  1807  respectively. 


▼E88ELS. 

TONNAGE. 

MEN. 

On  the  30th  Septeanberl 805  ....••« 

1,067 

1,076 
1,098 

56,755 
55,545 
56,902 

5,062 

.     .-....-     1806 

5,081 

1807 

5,217 

Number  of  Vessels,  tuith  the  Amount  qf  their  Tonnage,  Sfc,  that  entered  Inwards  and  cleared 
Outwards  in  the  Ports  </ Ireland,  from  or  to  all  Parts  of  the  World,  in  the  Three  Years 
ending  the  5th  qfJojiuary  1 808. 


INWARPS. 

IRISH. 

BRrrisH.              1 

FOREIGN. 

Years  ending  5th  January 
-     -    -    -      1806      .    -     .    . 
.     -    .    .      1807      ,    -    -     - 
.     -     -     -      180a      .    -     -     - 

SHIPS.         TONS. 

MEN. 

6,230 
7,049 
7,231 

SHIPS.  1 

TONS. 

MEN. 

SHIPS. 

TONS. 

MEN. 

1,276     91,290 
1,497  102,163 
1,503  107,733 

6,139' 
6,687 : 
6,836 ' 

580,752 
630,368 
652,946 

33,775 
36,818 
36,539i 

545 

498 
461 

82,420 
80,001 
178,533 

5,539 
5,055 
4,674 

Years  ending  5th  January 
.     .    .    .      1806      ...    - 
-     •    .    -      1807     ...    - 
.     -     -     .      1808     ...     - 

OUTWARDS. 

1,172 
1,353 
1,320 

90,173 
97,162 
97,8-i(. 

6,077 
6,754 
6,797 

5,442 
5,888 
6,294 

535,761 
574,688 
615,702 

30,648 

32,4+ 

34,631 

521  77,783 

522  83,048 
418    72,662 

4,910 
5,139 
4,130 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— lKBLAND.—JR<Wrc  Expend^we. 


[xfc 


v.— PUBLIC  EXPENDITURE. 


I.  Interest  on  the  Funded  Debt  of  Ire- 
land, including  Annuities  (or  Lives 
and   Tcrijw  of  Years;  aUo   I   per 
,   Cent,   for  the    Reduction   of  the 
Capital  crc.itedby  Loans  since  1797, 
(A.  I  &  2)  .........••■•••••••-• 

For  Charge  of  ManagenR*nt  theroon  . 

There  was  also  applied  towards  the 

Reduction  of  the  National  Debt, 

tlie  Annual  Issue  of 

Whereof  was  applied,  towards  the 
Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  .. 

Total  on  Account  of  Interest  .-••... 

Ditto,  for  Charge  of  Management . . . 

Ditto,  on  Account  of  the  Reduction  of 

the  National  Debt 

H.  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills,  (B.).--- 

TIL  Issues  for  Purposes  appointed  by  the 

Parliament  of  Ireland  prior  to  the 

Union,  &c.  (C.) ...••-. 

IV.  Issues  from  Appropriated  Funds  for 

Local  PurpQses  (D.) 

C  Civil  List 

V.    <  Pensions.... 

(  Other  Permanent  Charges,  (E) 

VI.  Payments  in  Anticipation  of  Exche- 
quer Receipu ;  viz. 

Bounties  ...- • 

Militia,  Army  of  Reserve,  Deserters' 
Warrants,  &c.  (F  1  &  «.)  

VII.  Ordnance.  (G.).. •• 

VIIL  Army.— Ordinary  Service;  viz. 

Regulars,  Militia,  and  Volunteer 
Corps .--•• 

Barracks 

Staff  Officers,  and  Officers  of  Garri- 
sons....  • •""• 

Half  Pay  Supernumerary  and  Retired 
Officers 

Officers  Widows 

Royal  Hospital,  Kilmainham 

Public  Offices,  their  Deputies,  Clerks, 
and  Contingent  Expences,  (H.)... 

Extraordinary  Services 

IX.  Miscellaneous  Services,  (I.)  

Lastly.  Vote  of  Credit,  (K.) 


3,258,445     1   U} 


67,635     8     4 


3,3^6,080  10    3} 
954,045     8     IJ 


9,372,035     2     2 
.  32,996  11     0} 

954,045     8     1} 


£.       *.    <L 


32,996  11     OJ 


£,     ui. 


149,642     3 

89,639     6    9| 

188,612  18  ll| 


127,285     4    IJ 
76,886     2     2 


2,427,534  14  3 

371,134    0  3 

68,303    5  4\ 

25,787     6  OJ 

4,628  15  5; 

40,315  IS  4i 

9,466  14  H 


3,359,(m  1  41 
9,890  n 


17,490  5  2t 
15,110  S  > 

437,894  I  ^ 


519,184  4  ^J 


2,947,170     9    5 
463,524    5    2} 


^. 


3.410,694  14 

514.197  14  \ 
90,455  6  -^ 

8.566,165  llj 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTS.-'-Jeeland PuUic  Erpen£ture. 


[i 


(A.  l.)^MoNiES  paid  out  of  the  Receipt  qf  the  Exchequer y  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  Jtau. 
1808,  towards  drfra^kig  the  Citarge  qfthe  Public  Funded  Debt  of  Ireland. 


lotercM  and  Anoaitiet 

for  Lives  and  Terms 

of  Years,  kc. 

Charge  of 
Macaieroent. 

Itotercst,  &c.  en  the  Funded  Debt  of  Ireland - 

£.        *,    rf. 
3,258,445     1   lU 
32,996  11     0| 

£.         ».     d, 
32.996  11     Of 

Annual  Issue  for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt    

3,291,441   13    OJ 
67,635     8    4 

£. 

3,359.077     1     44 

(A.  2.)— Tofa/  Amomt  qf  the  Sums  actuallv  received  by  the  Commissioners  for  tlie  Reduction^ 
of  the  National  Debt,  m  the  Year  ending  5th  January  1808. 


Annual  Issue ....•••.- 

Expired  Annuities •• 

Appropriation  of  1  per  Cent,  per  Annum  on  Loans  since  1 197 

Imerert  on  Debt  of  Ireland  redeemed - 


ID  Great  Britain. 

IG  Ireland. 

's"incc"l797 

£,          s.     d. 
498,286  16    8Jl 

£.          ». 

67,635  '  8 

2,250    0 

136.337    2 

rf. 

4 
0 
9 

498,286  16     8^ 
.  150,440     1   104 

206,222  11 
99,095  18 

1  ' 

6 

648,726  18  . 6} 
305,318     9     7 

305,318     9 

7 

* 

"""^ 

954.045     8     l| 

(B  )^Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills,  wUh  the  Payments  made  in  the  Year  frcm  the  5th  Jan. 
^  ''  1807  to  5th  January  1808. 

"^  "       "*  "  £,     s,    d. 

L         •    Ditto     ' * 

9,913  11     8| 

Deduct  Interest  unclaimed  on  the  5th  January  1808     -V ^^f_J* 

Total  Paymenu  for  Interest  on  Exchequer  BilU,  in  the  Year  to  the  5th  January  1808  ^^^^ 

(O^Pmmcnts  made  in  the  Year  ending  5th  January  \%0t,  for  Purposes  appointed  by  thi 
Parliament  <2f  Ireland  prior  to  the  Umon,  ^c. 

— '-"^ *■ "  ^  !  '  Is.     t.    rf. 

353     0     0 
For  Lottery  Prizes .....^.......--•— ••* •• 12577    3  11 

Discount  on  Prompt  Payment  of  Loan  DepotUs,  &c.      :••••  vr;  "•••.••• 'V'Td'Tf;!       ' 
Repayment  of  FinSle^ed  in  ParUhes  for  Deficiencies  in  their  Proportion  ^f  Men  f«     ^^^^    ^ 

the  Army  of  Rcserre  —■■■■■«■■■«. ■■■*»«»*^'«"«*'^'«'"»'**'*""*'******'"       '  ^ 

£,  17,490    5    34 

"  ToL,  XL-^Appendix  ^ 
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PABl..  ACCOCmS^lmiM»^FUmEi^eM»tfe. 


Elii 


(D.) — Pi^fments  made  from  theVvsm 

5th  Jan.  ISO'! 


itcdfin^locdPurpctuinlsiUJiHDf/rcm  the 
to  the  5th  Jan,  IB08. 


je.  s.  d, 

iiaen  and  Hempen  Maim&icmre • •  —  ....•••«     2.755  4  9 

Lagan  Narigacion    ^«.« ^ ^.^.^ l^-MS  8  1 

iMpfOving  Dublin  ^ •«..... 8,696  8  S 

InnsofCourts 929  10  0 

Hoyal Eichangt  and  Connneicial  BiiHduig» •.... 1,315  17  0 

jf.  15,110    «  0 


(^}—Pt^fmeiU$  in  the  Year  to  the  5th  Jan,  1808,  under  the  teoeral  Heads qf  CiviiLut, 
Pdmons,  and  other  Permanem  Charges, 


AmarontbeClTilLittonthcStb  Jadnarj  1807    

Charge  for  DUtcn  for  One  Year  ta  25th  December  1807 

D«d«et  AfEcarontbeStbJamnry  1808  ••^•^•••.  .*•  ...•••.. 

IsffQef  Co  the  Cvril  Lift  in  Om  Year  to'  the  5th  January  1808  •  . 

P#nsiofta  ...^  —  ..^^.........^...tf..^.,^ 

Mmf  Permanent  Charges ;.  viz. 

PuHic  Ittfimanes-  «..«••••••.•»  •«•••.••• • 

jtnivite ^eai  x artUa ^a* «•■«•«•* •«••  a^ ••••■•  •■••  ••■■  •■■■  ■■■• 

Army  Baggage 

Police  Establishment  «. ««....^ 

fnspecter  General  of  PrisoBt  ..•••«« • 

Transportation  of  Felons •••... 

Fee*  Oft  Auditing  Treamiry  Accoutttt  .^»^.«.,... 

Imprest  Office  ..,.. 

SecMC  Seniee  ttk  detecting.  Treasonable  Coa^^ncie^  .»•••«•* 

Annuities  and  Compensation  Allowaaoes ^ •••••••« 

Judges  additional  Salaries,  &c 

Commtssion  of  Enquiry    •.••••••••••.•••••.  ••.r*. •«-••«#« 

loafd  of  Education     .•••• 

Lottery  Expeneea      ...^...a ....^ •« 


£.      i.      d. 

39,395  15  6t 

145,000  0  0 

184,395  is    a 
34,753  12  6} 

>49,642  3 

•   -   '• 

0 

- 

89,639  € 

4 

3,425  0  0 

524  18  lU 
17,418  6  9} 

15,930  1  61 

200  0  0 

1,215  5  2 

888  13  2i 

2,600  0  0 

7,216  9  9 

106,457  9  2 

30,769  16  1 

1,350  0  0 

^ 

.  281  17  11 

335  0  3 

188,612  18 

Hi 

£. 

427,894  8 

J= 

(F.  l.y^Amount  (/Bounties  paid  otui  efthe  PubUc  fktfenuc,  in  the  Year  etMtg  ^  5tk  Jm. 
1808^  biktg  Pmfm^nts  m  ths  NatUfs  {^  Aktidpation  itf  Exchequer  RecejpL 


On  Linen  Exported « .*...^. .....»• 11,184  0  18 

Fbhing  Vesdds - 7,0f8:  0  0 

Bark,  imported *..... r..rf«««v.««**«^.^.. •••«^ 6,111  3  9| 

Irish  Coak  bvooght  Coastways  to  Dublin • 51  4  0 

Irish  cured  Fish  exported J46  I  51 

Irish  Fish  Oil  exported 56  19  2 

Fissh  imported  ..:... ^.....,.....»..*w„ir.v..-.--*..^«.— *-•  1,196  6  6 

Com  exported  .••*«.•.«••«•«.. ^..^.^t^^. «••«««.«.««. ^. ••••««. •••.....w...  166  5  0 

To  DUtiUefs ,,„.,... .p f01,I21  t  81 

Spiiit  Retailers , ., «H  0  8 

dg.  127,285     4    Ij 
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XF.  2.) — Amount  qf  FcymaUi  to  the  Militia,  Asmy  of  Reserye,  Deserters'  Warrants, 
if€.mtie  Year  ended  5th  January  1808. 


Mifitia.... 58,«14   «  1 

Army  of  Reserve 7,718    8  9 

Deserten' Ws(nr$ou  ....•^«.^* *.«^ ••..^.» 842    0  0 

Fortification  Compensation • .*. 918  12  0 

rnrnpfintahftn  to  Bi»vi»mw  CnW^rt^tn  in  lieu  of  Fees  on  Ltfenrea    ---^ rr-MM*,  fi^i)i  X3  4 


df.  76,886     2     2 


(6.}***ilf(mte9  pai(^  to  the  Office  qf  Ordnance^  in  the  Year  tothcStb  Jomarg  1 S08. 


PaymenU  to  the  Ordnance  for  ibe  Gouit  of  1807 


«£.519,184    4    6{ 


{H.)-«-^oiu»  paid  on  Account  qf  his  Mx^etihf*  Forces  in  Irsland,  m  the  Year  enOng  the 

^ih  January  1808. 


<£.       #.    It 

Regimenu  of  the  line ^.^...^ «•...•>...  1^862,390    4)    0| 

MiUtia , •. »....,-.     681,835    9    0 

Volunteer  Corps  ^ .• —  ..*.*.^^-..     263,073  12    6 

Military  HospitaU ^.^...^ 9,773  14 

Royal  Maiiarylnfttnary  ....^ .««•..«.  ««««.«^««^^^         3»288  1 

Officiating  and  Ro^M^dChapfauns  ...•.« «•  a^.^.^^.....^.         2,033 


14    2( 
6i4 


Barrack*  : .....^.-.. 

^^fliff  f]>ft9^ff  an^  QfliiTrt  <rf f?afTiit>nf  ■■.••■>••••-••••■•••■••• 

Half  Pay,  Supernumerary,  and  Retired  Officers 

Officers' Widows.,.....,^,,..,.....,,., 

Royal  Hospital,  Kilmainham  .«.« •...••.. 

Public  Officers*  their  Deputies,  Clerks,  and  Incidental  £zpenees  , 


Eztraordinary  Service. 


wf. 


^.       0.    ^ 


2,427,534  14 

d71,li34    9 

68,303    5 

25,787    6 

4^628  15 

40,315  13 

9,466  14 


9 


2,947,110    9    5 
463,524    5     2{ 


3,410,694  14    7J 


(I.) — Pajftnenis  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  Januaty  1808, /or  Miscellaneous  Services. 


Public  Officers  for  several  Services •••• 

PahticiH^ivitalsaiulSchooU  *•»-•»*.. a.. .^^^ ,..>..^«m.«...^«^.«.«.^».....«« 

iftisceUMi«Mis3enriQei«^.».«.^*..^..^.^..,....««^.^.« ^«..«^.^.... 

MblicjPowdf.,..^...... ,. ^...^.....»«««^...^ ^^.M^^ 

€QmniM»0n«t«iorIVn^i«ig,4(c,4he£a««U'af  DubUu  «•• ^«.>.^ .«...^. 

Improving  the  Harbour  on  the  North  Sid(6  Af  Xhe  Jdill-of  llowih,  jiear  PubliB  ^.r*. 


1,780  0 

iao,776  0 

145,443  i2 

58,1Q0  0 

137^0  0 

4,000  0 


J nland Navigations  ..^ «..«^ «••.....••.•.« •.:...'     35,098  ll 


^.512,197  14    2 


(K.) — Amount  cf  Payfmienu  from  ^Txtte  (zf  Credit  tn  ^  Year  ending  5th  Jan.  1808. 
Amonnt  of  Psiymenu  from  Che  Vote  of  Credit  .••..... ••.•••••...•••••.•    ^.90,455    6    5^ 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTS^Ii^LANB.— lH*Wc  RMded  Ddit. 


Pti 


VI.    PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBT. 


Public  Funded  Debt,  as  the  same  stood  on  the  5th  January  1808. 


Sums  raised , , 

Patabli  IN  Dublin:  • 

£.3,  10/.  percent,  per  Annum 

w^.4  per  Cent  per  Annum 

.J^.5  per  Cent,  per  Annum ...••.. 

Payablb  IN  London  : 

JS.5  per  Cent,  per  Annum • 

•f.  3  per  Com.  Consolidated  Annuities     

,«d&.3perCenL  J4educed  Annuities ..'. 

JS.  3  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Annuities,  from  5th  January  1 808 

v.<>^.4  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Annuities. ••.,.. 

JS. 5  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Navy  Annuities 

Annual  Interest.. - 

"Annmtter  oirLrves  or  Terms  of  Years • 

Charge  of.ManagOment   

Annual  Chaboi  for  Rbdoction  of  National  Dbbt i . 
Pursuant  to  Act  of  37  Geo.  III.  for  Redemption  of  Debt  then 

existing  • ......w 

By  Acts  providing  1  per  Cent,  for  Redemption  of  Debu  created 

since  1797 * «.. 

Total  of  Annual  Expences 


Total  Principal  of  Funded  Debt,  on  the  5th  January  1808    ... 


BritUh  CarrcDcy. 


49,61 8»31 8  16 


1,900,000 

30,099,625 

16,028,750 

139,250 

300,000 

572,000 

2,434,845 

217,636  14 

31,788    0 


655,847 .  4 
3,409,999  13 


69,885    8     4 


J£. 


u  I 


5,668,473  17  \ 

22'7,60O    0   0 

11,625,450  11    3 


2,058,333 

32,607,927 

17,364,479 

150,854 

325,000 


619,666  13 


70,64*1,783  16   8 


An  Account  qftlte  Progress  made  in  the  Reduction  qfthe  Public  Funded  Debt  q^Ieelanb, 

to  the  5th  qf  January  1808. 

Stock  redeemed  by  Sinking  Fund 3,492,288    7   7 

Total  Sums  Paid ,  2,090,664  12   H 

Sums  Annually  applicable  in  Ireland  to  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Dibt. 

Annual  Income  of  Loans 206,322  11    I 

Annual  Interest  on  Stock  Redeemed ..^... 113,21318    3 

At  the  Establishment  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  .;^.1*00,000  per  Annum  was  granted  for  the  then  ctiitiiig 
Debts  ;-^.  32,364.,  11*.  8rf.  of  which  was  appropriated  to  the  Reduction  of  Money  bonowed  for 
Ireland,  by  the  Government  of  Great  Briuin,  in  the  year  I797j  and  c£.  67,635.  8*.  4«t  whh  ,£.3,350 
per  Annum  eipired  Annuities  which  fell  in  afterwards,  to  Remainder  of  the  Debt  due  by  Iieluid^ 
prior,  to  the  year  1797,  without  any  Reference  to  the  Amount. 

..  The  Money  borrowed  for  Ireland  by  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  is  not  included  in  the  above 
Statement,  being  settled  for  in  England  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  of  Ireland,  and  can  only  be  pR>* 
cured  from  the  Commissioners  for  reducing  the  National  Debt  of  England. 
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VIL— UNFUNDED  DEBT. 


(Infi 


An  Account  cf  the  Unfunded  Debt  and  Demands  Outstanding  an  the  5th  Day  (f 

January  1808. 


Loan  Db 


Residue  of  Debentures  bearing  4  per  Cent.  Interest  to  the  Year  1788, 
provided  for  by  27  and  28  Geo.  III.  but  not  claimed  by  the  Pro* 
prietors;  viz 

Old  Loan  275 

Loan  by  Lottery  1780  1,280 

Loan  by  Lottery  1781 


730 


ExcHEQUBR  Bills: 

Outstanding  Exchequer  Bills,  provided  for  by  several  Acts  of  Parlia- 

n>enr,  but  not  claimed  by  the  Proprietors : 
Payable  24  June  1783 

-  -     -    -Ditto  1790 

-  •    -    -  Ditto  1791 

-  -     -     -Ditto  1795 ........* 

-  -    -    -  Ditto  1801 

-  -     -    -Dittol803 


(a)  2,225    0    Q 


8 

50 
100 
300 

50 
150 


Exchequer  Bills  not  in  course  of  Payment  till  after  the  5th  January 
1808,  part  of  ^.1,000,000  by  47  Geo.  III.  c.  10.— 

payable  on  or  before  28  March  1808    1 200,000    0    0 

.--..-      29  September  1808   ....* 200,000    0    0 


(a)  658    6    f 


•(b)400,000    0    0 


LoTTiRT  PaizBs: 
Outstanding  Lottery  Prizes  of  the  several  Lotteries  from  1 782io  1801   (b)26,674 


0    d 


Total df.  429,557    6    8 


(a)  Provision  has  been  made  for  these  Sums  by  several  Acts  of  Parliament, 
ib)  To  be  provided  for. 


VIII.— DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 


An  Account,  shewing  how  the  Monies,  granted  far  the  Service  qf  the  Year  1807,  have  been 
disposed  qf;  so  far  as  relates  to  Ireland. 


SERVICES. 

FORCES. 
Army,  with  Garrisons    and  their  Incidents 

(1,078,362.  7.  5.  British,  part  of  4,051,623, 

0.6.  Br.) 

Foreign   Corps   (243,792.  2.  6.  Br.   part  ol 

832,540. 19.  9.  Br.) 

Allowance  to  Non-commissioned  Officers  and 

Private  men  of  the  Regulars,  for  small  becr^ 

and  while  on  a  march  (69,423.  1 1.  1  If  Br. 

part  of  467,273.  3.  II.  Br.) 

Recniiting  and  Contingencies  (124,481.  15. 

3.  Br.  part  of  277,249.  0.  10.  ir.) 


SUMS  Gnntcd. 


£, 


s,    d. 


1,168,225  18     1 
264,108    2    8i 

75,214    6    3\ 
134,855    4  lOj 


Sims  rai4. 


t.     rf. 


£. 


1,268,528  14  10^1 
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Sims  Gnsud. 


MiTuia,  Pay,  &c.  (849,081.  7.  7.  Br.  part  ol 

t,4M,«M^7.5.  Br.)... 
Allowance  to  Non-commissioned  Officers  and 

VflvHt  men  for  small  beer,  and  wbilc  on  a 

mareh,  (37,844.  11.  ll|.  Br.  a  further  pare 

of  467,273.  3.  11.  Br.)  . 
Contingencies  (22^153.  17.  U.    Br.   part  of 

(62,155.  17.  d.  Br.) 

Volunteer  Corps,  ($30,3^.  4.  8.  Br:  part  of 
1,490,301.  4.  8.  Br.y  ■•■•■■•■•••••^a   x 

General  and  Suflf  Officers,  and  Officers  of  the 
Hospitals,  serving  with  the  Forces  (57,594 

14.0.  Br.  part  «C  190,529. 17.  6.  Br.) 

.  Full-pay  to  SuperMimerary  Oficers  pi  Bit  Ma- 
jesty's Forces,  (1,029.  19.  5.  part  of  34,41 8, 
U.aftr.).. 

The  principal  Officers  of  several  public  De- 
partments, their  Deputies,  Clerks,  aod  Con- 
tingent Expenccs  (8,897.  6.  6.  Br.  part  o^ 
221,200.  18.  5.  Br.) .-... 

Half.Pay  to  Reduced  Officers  of  his  Majesty^i 
I^nd  Forces,  (26,982.  1.  9.  Br.  part  of 
186,982.  1.  9.  Br.).... 

Military  Allowances  to  Reduced  Officers  of 
His  Majesty's  Land  Forces  (533.  1.  2.  Br. 
p^rt  of  5,533.  1.  2.  Br.) 

In  and  Out  Pensionen  of  the  Royal  Hospital 
near  Kilmainham,  and  Expenccs  of  said 
Hospital  (46,(;77.  9^  4.  Br.  part  of  406,383. 

pensions  to  Widows  of  Officers  of  the  Land 
Fbrces,  and  expences  attcndmg  the  same 
(6,000  0.  0.  Br.  part  of  43,258.  7.  6.  Br.).. 

Ceoeril  Hospital  £xpexu:es  ui  Hb  Majesty's 
Fowes  Hk  Iceland,  including  Medicamenu, 
for  Genend  and  Regimental  Hospitala,  and 
Hm  Chapge-of^e  Royal  Military  Infirmary, 
Dublin,  for  Sick  and  Wounded  Soldiers 
(18,461.  10. 10.  Br.) ...^ 

Retired  and  Officiating  Chaplains  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Forces  (3,208.  15.  11.  Br.  part  of 
18,208. 15.  11«  Br.)  •••••■.••••••.•.•.... 

Bura&'k  Department  in  Ireland  (469,450.  12, 
6.  Br.)   

Extraordinary  Services  oi  the  Army  4n  Ifelgnd 
(600,000.  0.0.  Br.).... 


■•••••. •«• 


Offiop  of  Ordaance  in  f  reland«  for  the  Yeai 
1807  (479,246,  19. 7.  Br.) ,. 

TxtVLtc  OfTTcxits  for  levend  Sihticxs 

S.  Moeve,  «iq.  Ace.  Gen.  lor  Ins  extraordinary 
trouble  and  Expence  in  preparing  and  stat- 
ing the  Public  Accounts  of  Ireland,  lai^ 
Wfore  Parliament,  in  1807 

J.  Smart,  esq.  Dep.  Ace.  Gen.  for  hit  extra- 
ordinary trouble  in  preparing  the  PubUc 
Accounts  of  Ireland,  for  the  year  ending 
5th  Jan.  1807 

B.  Le  Bas,  esq.  Examinator  of  Com  Betinties, 
for  his  trouble  ia  keeping  the  Accounts  of 
•aid  Office '. » 

R.  Marshall,  esq.  Inspector  Gen.  of  Imports 
and  Exports,  for  his  expence  and  troable  in 
preparing  the  Accounu  of  the  Importa  aod 
fe^portaof  Jseland*  ibr  ParUameng  ior  one 
yearendijigdtb  Jan.  1807  .•..„«.•««.,   "* 


£.        $.    d. 
919,636    3    3 


62,664  19    74 
24,000    0    0 


»99/i93    0    0 

62^394    5  2 

1,115  16  1 

9,638  15  4} 

29,«30  11  11 

577    9  7 

50,«92    5  l{ 

6,500    0  0 

20,.i)a0    0  0 

3,476  3  11 

508,571  10  2J 

650,000  0  O 

J»i9,I84  4  6| 

640  0  0 

a40  0  0 

800  0  0 

950  0  0 


£, 


#.  d. 


«.  d. 


^1,635  9  0 
S!^,073  12  6 

62,304  10  7 

986  12  6 

9,466  14  8J 
24,462  4  8 
SIS  6  lOJ 

40,315  13  4J 
4,628  15  5i 

13,062  5  &{ 

2,033     6  llj 
371,134    0    3 
463,594   6    2{ 

519,184    4    6i 

340   0   0 

240    0    0 
^W)    <>    0 

250    0    0 


124,667  13  lOj 
631,419     1  6 

89  14    1 

129     3    7 

179    0    ^ 
4,748    7    3 
259    0   9 

10,576  II    SJ 
1,871     4   6i 

«,9S7  14    5 

1,443  16  Hi 
137,437  9  \\\ 
186,475  14    5| 
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Hngh  B.  Haatenvillc,  esq.  Pint  Clerk  in  the 
Office  of  the  Inspector  General  of  Imports 
and  Exporu  in  Ifeland,  for  his  extraordi- 
naiy  trouble  in  preparing  Accounts  for  Par- 
liament  « *.••«..••.•..• 

Geo.  Haiton,  esq.  Examinator  of  Excise,  for 
fais  extraordinary  trouble  and  expence  in 
preparing  Accounts  for  Parliament 

Sam.  Hood,  esq.  Assistant  Examinator  of  Ex- 
cise, for  his  extraordinary  trouble  in  pre- 
paring Accounts  fof  Parliament 

Tho.  Hafiield,  esq.  Clerk  in  the  Office  of  the 
Auditor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  his  extraor- 
dinary trouble  in  preparing  Accounts  for 
Parliament 


ftUM*  Granted. 


MisciLLAMBous  S1X.VICBS,  from  5th  Jan. 
1807  to  5tb  Jan.  1808. 

Expence  of  Civil  Buildings ••.••. 

Expence  o\  Printing  and  Binding  250  copiet 
of  the  Acu  of  the  ^ih  of  hi»  present  Ma^ 
je«y ^ 

Expence  of  publishing  ProclaiMtions  and 
Advertisements  it  the  Dublin  Gazette,  and 
other  Newspapers  «••« « «. 

Charge  of  Printing,  Stationary,  and  other 
Disbursements  of  the  Chief  and  Under 
Secretaries  Offices  and  Apartments,  and 
other  Public  Offices,  in  Dublin  Castle,  kc. 
and  for  the  Riding  charges  and  other  ex- 
pences  of  the  Deputy  Pursuivants  and  extra 
Mos^engers  attending  said  Offices  .. * 

Expence  of  Criminal  Prosectitions,  and  other 
Law  Expences  of  Government    

Expence  of  apprehending  Public  Offenders  in 
Ireland «..••«. • 

Support  of  the  Non-conforming  Ministers  in 
Ireland «..«...« 

Expence  of  Pratique,  in  the  ^rt  of  Dublin 

Expenditure  at  His  Msgesty's  Gold  Mine  at 
Croaghan,  in  the  County  of  Wicklow  .  < 

Charge  of  Incidenu  el  the  Treasury  in  Ire- 
land     

Charge  for  Clothing  Uil  Majesty's  Heralds, 
Pursuivants  at  Arms,  and  State  Trumpeters, 
for  3  years,  from  the  17th  March  I8(n  .... 

Charge  of  Clothing  the  Battlc-Axe  Guards, 
for  18  months,  commencing  1st  June  1807 

To  enable  His  Majesty  to  maSke  some  allow- 
ance to  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  fees.  Gratuities,  Perqui- 
sites, and  Emolumenu  received  in  certain 
Public  Offices  in  Ireland  (122,500  British)  . 

Expence  attending  the  several  Commiuions 
lor  taking  and  receiving  Evidence  in  Peti- 
tions against  Returns  to  ParUament,  in  the 
Year  1807 

Salaries  of  the  Commistionert  for  granting 
Lottery  Licences,their  Secretary  and  Clerks, 
andtheComptroUer  and  Inspector  of  Lottery 
Offices  in  Ireland,  for  two  years  to  84  June 
1807,'  and  for  paying  the  Salaries  of  the 
Commissioners  for  certifying  Outstanding 
Lottery  Prizes,  lor  Sd  Months  endiag  24 
June  1807  

erection  and  Completion  of  a  Pier  in  Dun- 
drum  Bay  on  the  Coast  of  the  Colmty  of 


900  0  0 

200  0  0 

150  0  0 

200  0  0 

25,000  0  0 

1,200  9  0 

lOpOO  0  0 


21,203    0  0 

25,000    0  0 

2^00    0  0 

9,429  18  0 

1,047  M)  2 

600    0  0 

6,000    0  0 

1,086    0  0 

740    0  0 


24,375    0    0 


3,408    0    0 


6,330    0    0 
7;m  16    0 


200  0  0 

200  0  0 

150  0  0 

200  0  0 

25,000  0  0 

i^a  16  Hi 

10,500  0  0 


21,208    0  0 

25,000    0  0 

1,925  17  5J 

9,429  18  0 

1,047  ro  2 

600    0  0 

6,000    0  0 

1,086    0  0 

740    0  0 


24,575    0    0 


3,409    0    0 


^.    .    «.    <1 


6,292    4    1 


141    3    0| 


574    2    $i 


37  15  n 


7,771  16    0 
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Public  Boakds,  froitLSth  Jan.  1807,  to 
5th  Jan.  1808. 

The  Trasteet  of  the  Linen  and  Hempen  Ma 
rufacturet,  for  one  year  to  the  5th  January 
1807 

The  Board  of  First  Fruits ;  for  building  new 
Churches,  and  re-building  old  Churches* 
in  such  Parishes  as  no  Public  Service  has 
been  performed  in  for  20  years  past,  and 

'  for  the  encouragement  of  building  Glebe 
Houses • 

The  Dublin  Society,  for  promoting  Husbandry 
and  other  useful  Arts  in  Ireland,  £.  2,000. 
whereof  to  be  applied  in  Aid  of  the  Funds 
of  the  Institution  at  Cork,  for  the  Applica- 
tion of  Science  to  the  common  Purposes  of 
Xafe,  and  the  remaining  -£.10,000  for  com 
pleting  additional  Buildings,  supporting  the 

'  Botanic  Gardens,  promoting  Husbandry  and 
useful  Arts,  and  the  other  obj^tsofsaid 
society 

Expence  of  the  Fanning  Society  of  Ireland 

Baving,  Cleansing,  and  Lighting  the  Streets 
of  Dublin • 

Commissioners  for  making  wide  and  conve- 
nient Streets  in  Dublin «....... 


8VIIS  Gnated. 


Public  Hospitals  and  Schools  from  5th 
Jan-  1807,  to  5th  Jan.  1808. 

Charge  of  the  incorporated  Society  in  Dublin, 
for  promiting  English  Protestant  Schools  in 
Ireland 

Expence  of  the  Foundling  Hospital  in  Dublin 

Charge  of  the  Hibernian  Marine  Society  in 
Dublin 

Expence  of  the  Hibernian  School  for  Soldiers 
Children 

Charge  of  the  Female  Orphan  House  near 
Dublin •.. 

Expences  incurred  by  the  Association  for  dis 
countenancing  Vice,  and  promoting  the 
Knowledge  and  Practice  ot  the  Christian 
Religion •••• ..•, 

Towards  supporting  the  Westmorland  Lock 
Hospital  in  Dublin  ..» 

Towards  the  Charge  of  supporting  the  House 
of  Industry  and  Penitentiary  in  Dublin.. 

Expence  of  maintaining  80  Patients  in  the 
House  of  Recovery  and  Fever  Hospital  in 
Cork  Street  Dublin   

Charge  of  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  Dublin., 

Charge  of  the  Office  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Charitable  Donationsand  Bequests 

Charge  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Seminary  in 
Ireland ; 

Towards  defraying  the  Expence  of  Dr.  Ste- 
vens's Hospital 

Expense  of  building  the  Intended  Hsill  for  the 
.  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland  ,. 

For  finishing  Sir  Patrick  Dunn's  Hospital,  and 
defraying  the  Expence  of  a  temporary  EsU 
blishment  and  maintenance  of  Patients.... 

To  the  Commissioners  for  paving  the  Streets 
pf  Dublin. ;....•.. 

£. 


21,600    0    0 


5,000    0    0 


12,000 
5,000 

10,000 

4,500 


23,270 
22,500 

1,609 

11,626 

1,306 

1,262 

7,957 

25,997 

3,092 
2,533 

400 

13,000 

503 

9,517 

6,204 

137,000 


0    0 


0    0 


5,883,833     0  11 


#.     d. 


21,600    0    0 


5,000    0    0 


12,000 
5,000 

10,000 

4,500 


23,270 
22,500 

1,609 

11,626 

1,306 

• 

1,262 

7,957 

25,997 

3,092 
2,533 

400 

13,000 

503 

9,517 

6,204 

137,000 


0    0 


0    0 


4,402,978     1  10 


1,480,854   19     1 


END  OF  THE  FINANCE  ACCOUNTS  FOR  1808.         .^^^.^ 
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An  Account  of  aU  Exemptions  granted  to  Foreigners,  in  respect  qf  the  Duty  on  Divi- 
dends in  the  various  Funds  qf  Great  Britain,  and  on  the  Dividends  qf  the  East  India 
and  South  Sea  Companies,  under  the  Property  Tax,  for  the  year  ending  5th  April,  1«03. 

Eiemptions  on  Dividends,  payable  on  the  5th  July  1807. 


PMNCIPAr. 

DITIDENO. 

DUTY. 

3-pcr-Cent.  Consolidated  Annuities 

East  India  Stork  ...■ ..•. 

£.        s,    d, 

11,987,705     1     1 

4t8,I65  13  10 

1,158.329     1     3 

528,262  14  11 

220.640  13     1 

8,,020  12     4 

165,419  12    5 

87,241   12  10 

76,176  19     0 

2,057  10    0 

1,152     3     0 

£.        t,    d 

179,805    4  10 

24,578     5     3 

20,270  12     1 

7,923  12     6 

5,511     9     5 

4,010     6     2 

2,461     5     7 

1,308  12     2 

1,142  13     0 

1,028   15     0 

576     1     6 

£,        s.    d. 

17.980     0     9 

2,457  12     2 

2,026  16  10  . 

792     2     7 

South  Sea  Stock  .•••....... ^ 

New  South  Sea  Annuities •••.. 

5-per-Cent.  Navy  Annuities •••.... 

550  18     3 

Irish  Tontine  ..,. 

400  18    4 

South  Sea  Annuities  1751 

247  19     9 

3-per-Cent.  Annuities  1726  

130  15     8 

3-per-CenL  Imperial  Annuities  •••••••.. 

114    2  10 

Exchequer  Annuities 

102  17     6 

Imperial  Annuities •••••• 

57  le    1 

248,637  17    6 

24,861    16    9 

Exemptions  on  Dividends,  payable  on  the  5tb  January  1808 : 


d-per-Oent.  Consolidated  Annuities . 

East  India  Stock 

South  Sea  Stock 

New  South  Sea  Annuities 

5-per-Cent.  Navy  Annuities 

South  Sea  Annuities,  1751   , 

3-per-Cent.  Annuities,  1726 

3  per. Cent.  Imperial  Annuities   . . . . 

Imperial  Annuities 1, 

Irish  Tontine 

Exchequer  Annuities 


1,210,757  19    0 

436^603  11     0 

1,111,928  12     4 

513,803     y     6 

185,521   15  11 

155,768     4    0 

82,825  13 

74,078  11 

1,237     2 

235  17 

19     0 


168,160  15     9 

16,815  11 

8 

22,921   18     0 

2,291  17 

8 

19,458  12  11 

1,945  13 

4 

7,706  18     8 

770  10 

4. 

4,637  18     7 

463     2 

5 

2.336     9  11 

233  12 

0 

1,242    7     5 

124    3 

2 

1,111     3     6 

HI     2 

1 

618   11     0 

61    17 

1 

117  13    y 

11  15 

3 

9  10    0 

0  19 

0 

228,321  19    6 

82,830    4 

0 

j-per-Cent.  deduced  Annuities... 

4-per-Cent.  Annuities 

Old  South  Sea  Annuities •• 

Long  Annuities 

Short  Annuities .....*....•• 

Irish  5-perwCent.  Annuities 

Sbper^ent.  Annuities,  1797 

IfSsh  Annuities.. 

Exchequer  Annuities  .••• 


Exemptions  on  Dividends,  payable  on  10th  October  1807 ; 


2,193,280     9 

3 

821.314  11 

10 

512,949     2 

10 

6.174    2 

6 

4.631    19 

5 

61,200     0 

0 

35,056    4 

3 

330  18 

10 

4  15 

0 

32,898  15     8 

3,289     a    8 

16,426     3     6 

1,642     9     1 

7.694    3     3 

769    5     0 

3,087     0  11 

308     8     9 

2,315  19     8 

231   11     4 

1,530     0    0 

153     0    0 

876    9    6 

87    7  11 

165  10    5 

16  10    9 

2     7     6 

0    4    9 

64,996  10     5 

6,498     6     3 

ExeiriptioDt  oa  Dividends,  payable  on  5th  April  1808 : 


S»per-CeDt.  Redticed  Annuities. 

4-p^rwCent.  Annuities 

Old  Sooth  8t^ Annuities. 

JLottgAatauities.... 

Irish  5-per.Cent.  Annuities ..... 

Short  Annuities ^ 

5-per.Ceat.  Annuities,  1797 .... 

Jrish  Annuities 
Exchequer  Annuities  ••....••••. 


2,093,599  7 

724.011  17 

495,207  5 

4,932  15 

50,170  0 

3.962  11 

33,084  14  11 

331     0    8 


30.353  15 

14,479  13 

7,427  19 

2,466     7 

1,254    5 

990  12 

827     1 

165  10 

8 
3 
9 
6 

0 
10 
5 

4 

3,054  19  10 

1,447  17     a 

74«  13     9 

246     8     1 

125     8     6 

99     0    6 

82  10  10 

16  10     9 

^ 

"— 

57,965    5 

9 

5,f95  .  9    5 

Total  Amount  of  Exemptions  on  Dividends  in  each  Quarter. 

£.      f.    d. 

5th  July 1807 24,86116    d")     ^       ^      . 

5th  January....     1808 22,830    4    Of      **      5*    * 

10th  October....  1807 6,498    6    3f^^»^^*«    * 

5thAprU, 1808 5,795    9    5J 
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LIST    OF    PUBLIC    ACTS, 

Passed  in  the  Second  Session  qf  the  Fourth  ParliamaU  qf  the  United  IGngdom  qf  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland, — i8M  qf  George  III. 


Cap.  J.  An  act  for  regulating  the  issuing  and 
paying  off  of  Exchequer  Bills. 

3.  An  act  for  coutinuing  to  his  majesty  certain 
duties  on  Malt,  Sugar,  Tobacco,  and  Snuff, 
in  Great  Britain ;  and  on  Pensions  and  Of- 
fices in  England ;  and  for  repealing  so  much 
of  certain  acts  as  relate  to  certain  duties  of 
Sixpence  and  One  Shilling  respectively  on 
Offices  and  Pensions;  and  for  regranting  tite 
said  duties  of  Sixpence  and  One  Shilling  re- 
spectively, and  the  said  other  duties,  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1808. 

S.  An  act  for  empowering  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  England  to  advance 
the  sum  of  Three  Millions,  towards  the  Sup- 
ply for  the  service  of  the  year  1803. 

4.  An  act  !o  authorize  the  advancing,  for  the 
public  service,  upon  certain  conditions,  a 
proportion  of  the  Balance  remaining  in  the 
bank  of  England  for  payment  of  Unclaimed 
Dividends,  Annuities,  and  Lottery  Prizes; 
and  for  regulating  the  allowances  to  be  paid 
for  the  management  of  the  National  Debt. 

5.  An  act  for  ^repealing  an  act  made  in  the 
47th  year  of  bis  present  majesty,  intituled, 
^  An  act  for  suspending  the  operation  of  an 
'  act  of  the  36th  year  of  his  present  majesty, 
'  for  the  further  Support  and  Maintenance 
'  of  Curates  within  the  Church  of  England, 

*  and  for  other  purposes  in  the  said  act  men- 

*  tioned,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  avoidance 

*  of  benefices  by  the   incumbenu  thereof 
'  having  accepted  augmented  curacies/ 

tf.  An  act  to  continue,  until  the  end  of  thb 
session  of  parliameot,  several  acts  for  car- 
rying into  execution  the  Treat?  of  Amit;f, 
Commerce,  and  Navigation,  between  his 
majesty  and  the  united  slates  of  America. 

7.  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  10,500,000/. 
by  exchequer  bills,  for  the  service  of  Great 
Briuin  for  the  year  1808. 

8.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  of  the  S5th  year 
of  his  present  majesty,  for  better  regulating 
the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  Lis  majesty's 
Navy. 

Q.  An  act  for  abolishing  the  office  of  Surveyor 
of  Subsidies  and  Petty  Customs  in  the  port 
of  London. 

10.  An  act  to  amend  so  much  of  an  act,  made 
in  the  46th  year  of  his  present  majesty,  for 

framing  certain  duties  on  Spirits  nmde  in 
cotland,  as  relates  to  delivering  up  the  li- 


cences granted  for  distilling  spirits  is  dc 
Lowlands  of  Scotland,  and  for  better pf^ 
venting  Private  Distillation. 

11  An  act  for  permitting  the  Iroportatiuo  of 
Goods  from  the  Portuguese  territorio  oa 
the  continent  of  South  America,  io  Purti* 
guese  ships. 

13.  An  act  to  amend  and  continoe,  ontil  tie 
S5th  of  March  1809,  so  much  of  so  act  of 
the  47th  year  of  his  present  major;  is  al- 
lows ceruin  Bounties  on  British  Plaoutioo 
Raw  Sugar  exported. 

13.  An  act  for  settling  and  secaring  •  certiio 
Annuity  on  viscount  Lake,  and  the  two  oeit 
persons  to  whom  the  title  of  viscouot  Uke 
shall  descend,  in  consideration  of  tbe  eoh 
nent  services  of  the  late  genet  al  vise.  Lake. 

14.  An  act  for  tbe  regulation  of  bisouijestj'i 
Royal  Marine  Forces  while  on  sliore. 

15.  An  act  for  punishing  Mutmy  and  Dejfl^ 
tion ;  and  tor  the  better  payment  of  tk 
Army  and  their  Quarters. 

16.  All  act  lor  further  cootiDoing,  QOtil  w 
S5th  of  March  1809,  certain  Boontiei  in 
Drawbacks  on  the  exportation  of  Sa{^  ft*> 
Great  Britain ;  and  for  suspending  the  <»'[|' 
tervailing  duties  and  bounties  on  SuEir«i« 
the  duties  imposed  by  an  act  of  the  iMt  •»" 
sion  of  parliament  shall  be  suspended. 

17.  An  act  to  continue,  until  tbe  85*  « 
March  1809,  certain  acts  for  regulatiD|«« 
Drawbacks  and  Bouuties  on  the  export^ 
of  Sugar  from  Ireland,  and  aUowiitf  Bnjrt 
Plantation  Sugar  to  be  warehoused  lo  In- 
land ;  and  for  warehousing  in  Irelaad  K>* 
or  Spiriu  of  tbe  British  sugar  plaotstioot. 

18.  An  act  for  ameodiog  and  further  oosO- 
nuing  an  act  made  in  the  38th  year  of » 
present  m^estjr,  for  regulating  toe  piyn** 
of  the  duties  oo  Cinnamon,  Ciovci,  NoUMgh 
and  Mace.  , 

19.  An  act  to  cootinue,  until  die  «5tti « 
March  1810,  an  act  made  in  tbe  4^  7^ 
of  his  present  majesty,  for  pcnnittiii|  wj 
importation  of  Masts,  Yards,  Bow8pritf,«w 
Timber,  for  naval  purposes,  from  the  BnO» 
colonies  in  Noith  America,  duty  free. 

20.  An  act  to  continue,  until  the  «5th  w 
March  1810,  several  laws  relating  to '« 
encouragement  of  the  Greenland  WhaJe 
Fisiieries ;  to  the  admission  to  entry  in  Great 
Britain  of  Oil  and  Blabber  of  Newfottodkirf 
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taken  by  bis  majeslj's  subjects  Gamfing  on 
tbe  fiskiery  from  and  residing  in  (be  said 
island ;  and  to  tbe  allow  ins  the  importation 
of  Fish  from  Newfoundland  and  the  coast  of 
Labrador. 

SI.  An  act  to  empower  tbe  Commissioners 
appointed  for  distributing  tbe  money  paid 
by  the  united  states  of  America^  -to  with- 
draw the  same  from  the  Bank,  and  invest  it 
in  exchequer  bills. 

39.  An  act  for  making  perpetual  several  laws 
relating  to  permitting  the  exportation  of  To- 
bacco Pipe  Clay  from  Great  Britain  to  the 
British  Sugar  colonies  in  tbe  West  Indies; 
the  importation  of  Salt  from  Europe  into 
Quebec  in  America;  and  tbe  prohibiting  of 
foreign- wrought  Silks  and  Velvets. 

fS.  An  act  to  continue  several  laws  relating 
to  the  granting  a  Bounty  on  tbe  importation 
into  Great  Britain  of  Hemp,  and  rough  and 
undressed  Flax,  from  bis  majesty's  colonies 
in  America ;  and  to  tbe  more  efi^tually  en» 
couragitig  tbe  manufacture  of  Flax  and  Cot- 
ton in  Great  Britain  until  the  95th  of  March 
1810 ;  and  for  granting  a  Bounty  upon  cer- 
tain species  of  British  and  Irish  Linens  ex- 
ported from  Great  Britain,  and  taking  off 
the  duties  on  importation  into  Great  Britain 
of  foreign  Raw  Linen  Yarns  made  of  Flax, 
until  the  ^th  of  Marcb  181 1. 

94.  An  act  for  further  continuing,  until  three 
months  after  the  ratification  of  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace,  an  act  made  in  the  44th 
year  of  his  present  majesty,  for  pennttting 
the  importation  into  Great  Britain,  of  Hides 
and  otner  articles  in  foreign  ships. 

25.  An  act  for  further  continuing  until  the 
S5tb  of  July  1809,  an  act  made  in  the  SSd 
year  of  his  prcbent  majesty,  for  rendering  the 
payment  ot  Creditors  more  equal  and  expe- 
ditious in  Scotland. 

86.  An  act  for  granting  to  his  majesty,  until 
the  end  of  tbe  next  session  of  parliament, 
Duties  of  Customs  on  tbe  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize  therein  enumerated,  in  fur- 
therance of  the  provisions  of  certain  Orders 
in  Council. 

97.  An  act  to  continue  until  tbe  $5tb  of 
March  1809,  an  act  of  the  4l8t  year  of  his 
present  majesty,  for  prohibiting  the  expor- 
tation from  Ireland,  and  for  permitting  the 
importation  into  Ireland,  duty  free,  of  Corn 
and  other  Provisions. 

88.  An  act  for  granting  to  his  majesty,  until 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  parliament, 
certain  Duties  on  the  exportation  from  Ire- 
laud  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize  there- 
in enumerated. 

89.  An  act  to  prohibit,  until  the  end  of  the 
next  sesbion  of  parliament,  tbe  exportation 
of  Jesuits  Bark  and  Cotton  Wool  from  Ire- 
land. 

80.   An  act  to  amend  an  act  made  in  the  par- 
liament of  Ireland,  in  the  33d  year  of  his 
J  resent  majesty,  for  regulating  the  Trade  of 
reland  to  and  from  the  East  Indies. 


31.  An  act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  an  act, 
made  in  tbe  45th  year  of  bis  present  ma- 
jesty's reign,  for  preventing  the  counterfeit- 
ing of  certain  Silver  Tokens  to  certain  other 
Tokens  which  may  beissued  by  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  and  to 
promote  the  circulation  of  tbe  said  last- 
mentioned  tokens.* 

38.  An  act  to  permit  certain  Goods  imported 
into  Ireland  to  be  warehoused  or  secured, 
without  the  duties  due  on  the  importation 
thereof  being  first  paid. 

33.  An  act  to  prohibit,  until  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  parliament,  the  exportation 
of  Jesuits  Bark  from  Great  Britain. 

34.  An  act  to  prohibit,  ontil  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  parliament,  the  exportation 
of  Cotton  Wool,  from  Great  Britain. 

35.  An  act  for  imposing,  until  the  end  of  the 
next  session,  of  parliament,  a  duty  on  Cotton 
Wool,  the  growth  of  the  British  colonies, 
exported  from  Great  Britain. 

36.  An  act  for  further  continuing,  until  the 
84th  of  Jane  1809,  an  act  of  the  46th  year 
of  his  present  majesty,  for  altering  and 
amending  several  laws  relating  to  tbe  Duties 
of  £xcise  upon  Malt. 

37.  An  act  for  making  valid  certain  Orders  in 
Council,  and  Warrants  of  tbe  Commissioners 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  entry  and  ware- 
housing of  certain  goods  imported  in  Neu- 
tral Vessels,  and  for  indemnifying  ail  per- 
sons concerned  therein  ;  for  the  remitting  of 
Forfeitures  in  certain  erases ;  and  for  ena- 
bling his  majesty  to  allow,  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  hostilities,  and  until  two  months 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next  session 
of  parliament,  the  importation  of  goods 
from  countries  fcom  which  the  British  flag  is 
excluded,  in  any  vessels  whatever. 

38.  An  act  for  granting  Annuities  to  satisfy 
certain  exchequer  bills. 

39.  An  act  for  increasing  tbe  rates  of  Subsist- 
ence to  be  paid  to  inn-keepers  and  others  on 
quartering  Soldiers. 

40.  An  act  to  indemnify  such  persons  in  the 
United  Kingdom  as  have  omitted  to  qualify 
themselves  for  Offices  and  Employments; 
and  for  extending  the  times  limited  for  those 
purposes  respectively,  ontil  the  S5th  of 
March  1809,  and  to  permit  such  persons  in 
Great  Britain  as  have  omitted  to  make  and 
file  affidavits  of  tbe  execution  of  indentures 
of  Clerks  to  attomies  and  solicitors,  to  make 
and  file  the  same  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of 
Hilary  term  1809. 

41.  An  act  to  repeal  certain  duties  of  Excise 
in  Ireland,  anci  to  grant  certain  Stamp  Du- 
ties in  lieu  thereof;  and  also  certain  other 
Stamp  Duties ;  and  to  amend  tbe  laws  re- 
lating to  the  Stamp  Duties  in  Ireland. 

42.  An  act  to  grant  to  his  majesty '  certain 
duties  and  taxes  in  Ireland,  in  respect  of 
Carriages,  Dugs,  Fire  Hearths,  Horses,  Male 
Servants,  and  Windows,  in  lieu  of  former 
duties  and  taxes,  in  respect  of  the  like 
articles. 
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43.  An  act  to  suspend  bntil  the  11th  of  June 
1808,  the  payments  on  all  Drawbacks  on 
Spirits  made  or  distilled  in  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland,  and  exported  from  either  country  to 
the  other  respective! j. 

44.  An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  Wool 
to  Ireland,  before  bond  given  for  the  due 
landing  thereof. 

46.  An  net  for  defraying  until  the  95tli  of 
March  1809,  the  charge  of  the  Pay  and 
Cloathing  of  the  Militia  of  Ireland;  for 
holding  courts  martial  on  serjeant  majors, 
Serjeants,  corporals,  and  drummers,  for 
offences  committed  during  the  time  such 
militia  shall  not  be  embodied ;  and  for  mak- 
ing allowances  in  certain  cases  to  subaltern 
officers  of  the  said  militia  during  peace. 

46.  An  act  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  Pay 
and  Cloathing  of  the  Militia  in  Great  Bri- 
tain for  the  year  1808. 

47.  An  act  for  quieting  possessions  and  con- 
firming defective  Titles  in  Ireland,  and  li- 
miting the  right  of  the  crown  to  sue  in 
mannef  therein  mentioned;  and  for  the 
relief  of  Incumbents  in  respect  of  Arrears 
due  to  the  crown  during  the  incumbency  of 
their  predecessors. 

48.  An  act  to  enablo  his  majesty's  Post  Master 
General  of  Ireland  to  purchase  premisses  fnr 
the  enlargement  of  the  General  Post  Oftce 
in  the  city  of  Dublin. 

49.  Au  act  for  accelerating  the  making  up, 
txamination,  and  audit,  of  the  Accounts  of 
tlie  Paymaster  General  of  his  majesty's 
Forces. 

fiO.  An  act  to  suspend  the  granting  of  Offices 
in  Reversion,  or  for  joint  lives  with  benefit 
of  survivorship,  for  one  year  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  and  from  thence  until  six  weeks 
after  the  commencement  of  tiie  then  next 
session  of  parliament. 

51.  An  act  fur  making  Allowances  in  certain 
'  caies  to  subalcera  officers  of  the  Militia  in 
Great  Britain,  while  disembodied. 

53.  An  act  to  revive  and  continue,  until  the 
$5th  of  March  1809,  and  amend  so  much  of 
an  act,  made  in  the  d9th  and  40th  years  of 
his  present  majesty,  as  grants  certain  Allow- 
ances to  Adjutants,  and  Serjeant-Majors  of 
the  Militia  of  England,  disembodied  under 
an  met  of  the  same  sesvon  of  parliament. 

5S.  Aji  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  Three  Mil- 
lions by  Exchequer  Bills,  for  the  service  of 
Great  Britain  for  the  year  1808. 

54.  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  1,500,000/. 
by  Exchequer  Bills,  for  the  service  of  Great 
Briuin  for  the  year  1808. 

55.  An  act  for  repealing  the  duties  of  Assessed 
Taxes,    and    granting   new    duties   in   lieu 

.  thereof,  and  certain  additional  duties  to  be 
consolidated  therewith ;  and  also  for  repeal- 
ing the  Stamp  Duties  on  Game  Certificates, 
and  granting  new  duties  in  lieu  thereof,  to 
be  placed  under  the  management  of  the 
commissioners  for  the  affairs  of  Taxes. 

$6.  An  act  for  abolishing  Fees  received  by 
Officers  in  the  service  o?  the  Custoou  n  the 
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several  ports  of  Ireland,  and  for  regukitsag 
the  hours  of  attendance  aiul4he  number  of 
holydays  to  be  observed  by  the  said  Officers 
and  certain  officers  of  Excise. 

57.  An  act  for  increasing  the  duty  on    Corks 
ready-made,  imported  into  Great  Britmio. 

58.  An  act  for  amending  the  law  with  r^ard 
to  the  course  of 'proceeding  on  Indictments 

Informations  in   the   court  of  Kiac^s 


and   Informations  in   the   court 

Bench  in  certain  cases  :  for  autbortzsog  Ute 

execution  in  ScotUod  of  certain  Wamuits 

issued  for  offences  committed  io  £o^;lsuirf; 

and  for  requiring  officers  taking  bail  in  the 

king's  suit  to  assign  the  bail  bonds  to  tbe 

king. 

59.  An  act  for  enabling  his  majesty  to  setAe 
an  Annuity  on  her  royal  highness  tfaie  I>ocliesi 
of  Brunswick  Wolfeubuttel. 

60.  An  act  for  repealing  an  act  passed  io  tbe 
1st  year  of  king  James  tbe  1st,  iatitnled, 

*  An  act  concerning  Tanners,  Curriers,  Sfeee- 
'  makers,  and  other  Artidcers  occupying  tbe 

*  cutting  of  Leather ;'  and  also  for  repeaiijig 
and  amending  certain  parts  of  seiperal  odier 
acts  of  parliament  relating  thereto. 

61.  An  act  to  continue  until  the  end  of  tbe 
next  session  of  parliament,  an  act  of  the 
45th  year  of  his  present  majesty,  for  ap- 
pointing Commissioners  to  enquire  into  tbe 
Public  Expenditure,  and  tbe  conduct  of  tbe 
public  business  in  the  Military  departmeots 
therein  mentioned. 

6S.  An  act  for  tbe  making  perpetual  sejersl 
acts  for  the  better  collection  and  security  of 
the  revenues  of  Customs  and  Excise  in  Ire- 
land, and  for  prt- ventiag  frauds  therein  ;  and 
to  make  further  provision  for  the  security  of 
the  said  revenues,  and  for  the  execntioo  of 
the  several  acts  relating  thereto. 

63.  An  HCt  to  amend  an  act  made  in  tbe  47di 
year  of  his  present  majesty's  rei^n  for  se- 
curing the  collection  of  the  Duties  on  Auc- 
tions in  Ireland. 

64.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  made  in  the46di 
year  oi  his  present  majesty,  for  enabling  bis 
majesty  to  accept  the  ser\  ices  of  Voiustecn 
from  the  Militia  of  Ireland. 

65.  An  act  to  make  more  effectual  prorisioQ 
fctr  the  building  and  rebuilding  of  Cbnrcbes, 
Ckapels,  and  Glebe  House?,  and  for  the 
purchase  of  Glebe  Lands,  Glebe  Houses, 
and  Impropriations,  in  Ireland. 

66.  An  act  for  enforcing  the  Uesidenoe  of  Spi- 
ritual Persons  on  their  benefices  in  Irelaod. 

67.  An  act  for  granting  an  additional  duty  on 
Copper  imported  into  Great  Britain,  until 
the  5th  of  April  1811,  and  from  tbeace  to 
the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of  par* 
liament.  • 

68.  An  act  for  extending  the  Bounty  now  pay- 
able on  PHchards  exported  to  tbe  West 
Indies  or  Mediterranean  to  Pilchards  ex- 
ported to  any  parts  beyond  tbe  seas. 

69.  An  act  to  permit,  until  the  35tb  of  March 
1810,  Sugar  and  Coffi^e  to  be  exported  ftooi 
his  majesty's  colonies  or  Plantations  to  any 
port  in  Europe  to  tbe  southward  of  Cape 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Ixxiii] 


UST  OF  ACTS  PASSED  48  GEO.  lU. 


[Ixxiv 


^inisterre,  and  Coro  to  be  imporUd  from 
Mich  port  and  from  the  coaat  of  Africa  into 
the  said  colonies  and  plantations. 

70.  An  act  to  provide  that  British  ships  which 
shall  be  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  shall 
afterwards  become  the  property  of  British 
subjects,  sholl  not  be  enutled  to  the  privilege 
of  British  ships. 

71.  An  act  to  amend  so  much  of  two  acts  of 
this  session  of  parliament,  for  carrying  into 
•lecution  certain  Orders  in  Council,  as  re- 
lates to  the  duties  on  Goods  exported  from 
the  warehouses  in  which  tbey  have  been 
secured  on  importation,  and  on  certain  Prize 
Goods  imported  into  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
land. 

7S  An  act  for  the  increase  and  preMrvation  of 
Timber  in  Dean  and  New  Forests. 

73.  An  act  to  improve  the  Land  Revenue  of 
the  Crown  in  Enti^land,  and  also  of  his  ma- 
jesty's duchy  of  Lancaster. 

74.  An  act  for  the  better  collection  of  the 
Duties  on  Malt  made  in  Great  Britain. 

75.  An  act  for  providing  suitable  Interment 
in  church-yards  or  parochial  burying  grounds 
in  England,  for  such  dead  human  Bodies  as 
may  be  cast  on  shore  from  the  sea,  in  cases 
of  wreck  or  otherwise. 

76.  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  10,500,000/. 
by  way  of  Annuities. 

77.  An  act  to  enable  his  majesty  to  vest  the 
ri^ht  of  appointmeht  of  Master  of  the  Free 
Scliool  of  Londonderry  in  the  city  and 
county  of  Londonderry,  in  the  bishop  of 
Derry  for  the  time  being. 

78.  An  act  to  grant  to  his  majesty  duties  upon 
Malt  made  in  Ireland,  and  upon  Spirits 
made  or  distilled  in  Ireland  ;  and  to  allow 
ceruin  Drawbacks  on  the  Exportation 
thereof. 

70.  An  act  to  amend  the  two  acts  for  the  col- 
lecting of  tlte  Malt  Duties  in  Ireland,  and 
regulating  the  trade  of  a  Maltster. 

90.  An  act  to  continue  until  the  5tlj  of  July 
1809,  and  to  amend-,  several  acts  for  grant- 
ing certain  Rates  and  Duties,  and  for  allow- 
ing certain  Drawbacks  and  Bounties  on 
Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandize  imported 
into  and  exported  from  Ireland;  and  to 
srant  new  duties  on  the  importation  of  East 
India  Sugar  and  Foreign  Spirits;  and  to 
reduce  the  Duty  on  British  Plantation  CofiFee 
imported. 

81.  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the 
regulating  and  securing  the  collection  of  the 
Duty  on  Spirits  distilled  in  Ireland. 

8S.  An  act  to  make  perpetual  and  to  amend 
several  acu  for  the  better  regulating  the 
issuing  and  granting  of  Permits'and  Certifi- 
cates, for  the  conveyance  and  protection  of 
certain  exciseable  goods  in  Ireland. 

83.  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  750,000/.  by 
way  of  Annuities  for  the  service  of  Ireland. 

84.  An  act  for  amending  and  rendering  more 
effectual  an  act,  passed  in  the  last  session  of 

-  parliament,  to  make  more  effectual  pro- 
vision lor  the  prevention  of  SmoggliDg,  and 


for  regulating  the  periods  for  cancelling  and 
delivering  up  certain  Bonds  relating  to  the 
revenue  of  Customs. 

85.  An  act  to  regulate  the  Trade  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  united  states  of  Ame- 
rica until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
parliament. 

86.  An  act  to  revive  and  continue  until  the 
25th  of  March  1809,  an  act  of  the  39th 
year  of  his  present  majesty,  for  the  more 
effectual  encouragenient  of  the  British 
Fisheries. 

87.  An  act  for  repealine  the  rates  and  taxes 
taken  by  licensed  Hackney  Coachmen,  and 
for  establishing  others  in  lieu  thereof;  and 
for  amending  several  laws  relating  to  Hack- 
ney Coaches. 

88.  An  act  to  restrain  the  i^e^otiation  of  Pro- 
missory Notes  and  Inland  Bills  of  Exchange, 
under  a  limited  sum,  in  England. 

89.  Ail  act  for  enabling  the  Commissioners 
appoiuted  to  examine  Accounts  of  Public 
Expenditure  in  the  Barrack  Office,  morf 
speedily  and  effectually  to  investigate  the 
said  Accounts. 

90.  An  act  to  enable  the  Commissioners  for 
auditing  Public  Accounts,  and  the  Conunis- 
sioners  for  the  Affairs  of  Barracks  respec- 
tively, to  send  and  receive  letters  and 
packets  on  the  business  of  their  offices  free 
of  postage. 

91.  An  act  for  enabling  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  examine  Accounts  of  Public 
Expenditures  in  the  West  Indies,  more 
speedily  and  effectually  to  investigate  the 
said  Accounts. 

92.  An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  made 
in  the  47th  year  of  his  present  luigesty,  for 
charging  the  sum  of  12,200,000/.  raised  for 
the  service  of  Great  Britain  for  the  year 
1807,  upon  the  duties  of  Customs  and 
Excise  granted  to  his  m^esty,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  present  war,  as  relates  to 
money  issued  for  Charges  of  Management  of 
Stock  redeemed. 

93.  An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act  of  the 
1st  year  of  king  James  1.  as  relates  to  the 
penalties  on  shooting  at  Hares ;  and  also  to 
repeal  an  act  of  the  3d  year  of  king  George  I. 
relating  to  Game-keepers. 

94.  An  act  for  repealing  so  much  of  an  act 
made  in  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  in  the 
fourth  session  of  the  first  parliament  of  queen 
Anne,  intituled,  '  Act  for  preserving  the 
Game,'  as  relates  to  the  Shooting  of  Hares. 

95.  An  act  for  continuing,  until  the  1st  of 
August  1811,  an  act  of  the  45th  year  of  his 
present  majesty,  for  allowing,  under  certain 
restrictions,  the  bringing  a  limited  quantity 
of  Coals,  Culm,  or  Cinders,  to  London  and 
Westminster,  by  inland  navigation. 

96.  An  act  for  the  better  care  and  maintenance 
of  Lunatics,  being  Paupers  or  Criminals  iii 
England. 

97.  An  act  to  enable  the  Commissioners  of  bit 
tnajesty's  Treasury,  to  issue  Exchequer  Bills, 
on  the  credit  of  such  aids  or  supplies  as  have 
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been  or  shall  be  granted  b^  parlialneDt  for 
die  service  of  Great  Britaio  for  the  year 
1808. 

98.  An  act  for  letting  to  Farm  the  Duties  on 
Horses  hired  by  the  mile  or  stage,  to  be 
used  in  travelling,  and  on  horses  hired  for  a 
less  period  of  time  than  28  days,  for  drawing 
carriages  used  in  travelling  post,  or  other- 
wise, in  Great  Britain^  and  for  better  secur- 
ing the  said  Duties. 

09.  An  act  for  depositing  Prize  Goods  liable 
to  duty  in  warehouses  under  the  care  of  the 
officers  of  the  Customs  and  Excise,  and  for 
reducing  spirits  condemned  as  prize  to  a 
proper  strength,  for  home  consumption. 

100.  An  act  for  extending  the  provisions  of  an 
act  made  in  the  47th  year  of  hb  present  ma- 
jesty, so  far  as  respects  the   payment  of 

Prize  Money  arising  from  captures  made  by 
Foreign  in  conjunction  with  British  ships,  to 
captures  made  by  the  land  forces  of  Foreign 
States  in  conjunction  with  the  British, 

101.  An  act  for  extinguishing  the  right  of  way 
over  a  lane  or  road  leading  across  the  exer- 
cising ground  in  front  of  Chatham  lines,  and 
for  vesting  the  soil  thereof  in  his  majesty, 
his  heirs  and  successors. 

103.  An  act  for  appointing  Commissioners  for 
carrying  into  execution  an  act  of  this  session 
of  parliament,  for  granting  to  his  majesty  a 
Duty  on  Pensions  and  Offices  in  England ; 
and  an  act  made  in  the  38th  year  of  his 
present  majesty,  for  granting  an  aid  to  his 
majesty  by  a  Land-Tax,  to  be  raised  in 
Great  Britain,  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1798. 

103.  An  act  for  further  extending  the  provi- 
sions of  several  acts,  for  establishing  the 
Bank  of  Ireland;  and  for  empowering  the 
governor  and  company  of  the  said  Bank,  to 
advance  the  sum  of  1/250,000/.  Irish  cur- 
rency, towards  the  service  of  the  year  1806. 

104.  An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  Pi- 
lots, and  of  the  Pilotage  of  ships  and  vessels 

*     navigating  the  British  seas. 

105.  An 'act  to  authorize  his  majesty  until  the 
f£5l\\  of  March  1809,  to  make  regulations  re- 
specting the  trade  and  commerce  to  and 
from  ttie  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

106.  An  act  to  remedy  the  inconvenience 
which  has  arisen,  and  may  arise,  from  the 
Expiration  of  Acts,  before  the  passing  of 
Acts  to  continue  the  same. 

107.  An  act  to  enable  the  Secretary  at  War 
to  enforce  the  making  of  Returns  from  clerks 
of  subdivisions,  and  orhen>,  iu  relation  ut 
Fines,  Half  Bounties,  and  Residues  of  sums 
due  under  certain  acts  relating  to  the  De- 
fence of  the  Realm,  for  the  purpose  of  di- 
recting the  distribution  thereof  to  the  persons 
entitled  thereto. 

108.  An  act  for  cnrrving  into  complete  exe- 
cution and  effect  certain  provisions  contained 
in  an  act  passed  in  the  4Sd  year  of  his|>re- 
sent  majesty,  for  makiM]^  compcnnation  to 
the  Patentee  Officers  of  ihe  Pleas  side  of  the 
Coart  of  Exchequer  in  Ireland^  as  far  as  re- 


spects the  compensation  to  John  MK^Iintock, 
and  William  Foster  MCiintock,  esters.  Pa- 
tentee Officers  of  the  office  of  serjeaot  at 
arms  of  the  said  Court  of  Exchequer. 

109.  An  act  to  regulate  the  Trade  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Portuguese  territories, 
on  the  continent  of  South  America. 

110.  An  act  for  the  further  encouragement 
and  better  regulation  of  the  British  White 
Herring  Fishery,  until  the  Ist  of  June  1813, 
and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  tbeo  next 
session  of  parliament. 

111.  An  act  for  enabling  his  majesty  to  c 
lish  a  permanent  Local  Militia  Force,  i 
certain  restrictions,  for  tlie  defence  of  cbt 
realm. 

112.  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  500 fiOOL 
by  Treasury  Bills  for  the  service  of  Ireland 
for  the  year  1808. 

113.  An  act  to  empower  Grand  Juries  in  Ire- 
land (or  persons  appointed  by  them),  to  sell 
or  exchange  ground  that  has  been  occupied 
by  old  Court  Houses,  Gaols,  or  County  In* 
iirmaries,  and  the  materials  thereon. 

114.  An  aet  for  raising  the  sum  of  Six  Millions, 
by  Exchequer  Bills,  for  the  service  of  Great 
Britain  for  the  year  1808. 

115.  An  act  to  grant  to  his  majesty  counter- 
vailing Duties  on  Spirits  imported  into  Ire- 
land from  Scotland ;  and  to  allow  equiraleat 
Drawbacks  on  Spirits  exported  from  Irdtnd 
to  Scotland. 

116.  An  act  for  granting  to  his  majesty  Bates 
of  Postage  on  tlie  conveyance  of  Letters  aaJ 
Packets  to  and  from  the  island  of  Madeira, 
and  to  and  from  the  Portuguese  territories 
on  the  continent  of  South  America. 

117.  An  act  for  repealing  the  Duties  opoa 
Silks  painted  and  staiiiCMl,  and  for  grantiof 
other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

118  A  n  act  to  prohibit  the  Distillation  of  Spi- 
rits from  Corn  or  Grain,  for  a  limited  time. 

119.  An  act  for  regulating  the  chai^itm  of  cte 
duty  on  Spirits  imported  into  Great  Brituoi 
according  to  the  strength  thereof. 

120.  An  act  for  reducing  the  Excise  Duties  oa 
Coffee  imptHTted  into  Great  Britain,  and  for 
directing  that  coffee  and  cocoa  warehoused 
shall  be  subject  to  the  regulations  of  an  act 
of  the  43d  year  of  his  present  majesty,  for 
permitting  certain  goods  imported  to  be  se- 
cured in  warehouses. 

121.  An  act  for  reducing  the  duty  of  costoiai 
on  CoiYee  imported  into  Great  Brttaiu  wfiea 
taken  out  of  warehouse  for  home  coD&uBap- 
tion. 

132.  An  act  for  vesting  all  estates  and  pro- 
pt^rty  occupied  for  the  Barrack  Service  in  tbe 
Commiiisioners  for  the  Aff.iirs  of  Barracks; 
and  for  granting  certain  powers  to  the  ^%vi 
commissioners. 

123.  An  act  for  the  discharge  of  Dohtors  n 
execution  for  Small  Debtb,  firom  imprnon- 
meiit  in  certain  cases. 

124.  An  act  for  continuing  the  premiums  al- 
lowed to  ships  employed  ia  the  Soittbem 
Whale  Fishery. 
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195.  Ah  act  to  permit  the  importation  of 
Rice,  Grain,  and  Flour,  from  any  foreign 
colonies  on  the  continent  of  America  into 
certain  ports  in  the  West  Indies,  and  to  al- 
low certain  articles  to  be  imported  from  the 
united  states  of  America  into  the  British 
provinces  in  North  America,  for  the  purpose' 
ol  exportation  to  the  Britisk  islands  in  the 
Wf  8t  Indies. 

126.  An  net  U>  permit  Goods  secured  in  ware- 
houses in  the  port  of  London  to  be  removed 
to  the  OQt'ports  for  exportation  to  any  part 
of  Europe,  for  empowering  his  majesty  to 
direct  that  Licences  which  his  majesty  is  au- 
thorized to  grant  under  his  si)en  manual  may 
be  granted  by  one  of  the  principal  secretaries 
of  state;  and  for  enabling  his  majesty  to 
permit  the  exportation  of  goods  in  vessels  of 
less  burthen  than  are  now  allowed  by  law, 
during  the  present  hostilities,  and  until  one 
month  after  the  signature  of  the  preliminary  . 
articles  of  peace. 

127.  An  act  to  render  valid  certain  Mar- 
riages solemnized  in  certain  churches  and 
public  chapels  in  which  banns  had  not 
usually  been  published  before  or  at  the 
time  of  passing  an  act  made  in  tbe  26tb 
year  of  the  rei^n  of  his  late  majesty  king 
George  II.  intituled,  '  An  act  for  the  better 
'  preventing  of  clandestine  Marriaees.' 

138.  An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act, 
passed  in  the  45th  year  of  his  present  ma- 
jesty, for  regulating  the  office  of  Paymaster 
General,  as  requires  certain  Accounts  to  be 
examined  and  settled  within  certain  periods, 
by  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  enabling  his 
majesty  to  make  orders  for  examining  and 
settling  such  accounts. 

129.  An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act  passed 
in  the  8th  year  of  the  reign  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth, intituled,  <  An  act  to  take  away  the 
<  benefit  of  Clergy  from  certain  Offenders 
*  for  Felony,'  as  takes  away  the  benefit  of 
clergy  from  persons  stealing  privily  from  the 
person  of  another  ;  and  for  more  effectually 
preventing  the  crime  of  larceny  from  the 
person. 

ISO.  An  act  for  preventing  the  various  firaods 
and  depredations  committed  on  merchants, 
shipowners,  and  underwriters,  by  Boatmen 
and  others,  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Cinque  Ports  ;  and  also  for  remedying  cer- 
tain defects  relative  to  tbe  adjustment  of 
Salvage,  under  a  statute  made  in  the  12tb 
year  of  the  reign  of  her  late  majesty  queen 
Anne. 

131.  An  act  for  farther  cootinning  until  the 
Ist  of  May  1809,  ao  act  of  the  43d  year  of 
bis  present  majesty,  for  suspending  proceed- 
ings in  actions  and  other  proceeoings  re- 
lating to  the  Woollen  Manufacture. 

133.  An  act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  an  act, 
passed  in  the  45th  year  of  his  present  ma- 
jesty, for  the  encouragement  of  Seamen  and 
better  manning  his  majesty's  Navy,  to  cases 
arising  in  consequence  of  hostilities  com- 
menced since  the  passing  of  tbe  said  act. 


133.  An  act  for  enlarging  the  times  ap» 
pointed  for  the  first  Meetings  of  Commi»« 
sioners  and  other  persons,  for  putting  in  exe- 
cution certain  acts  of  this  session  of  par* 
liament. 

134.  An  act  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to 
the  marking  of  Bags  and  Pockets  of  Hops. 

135.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  made  in  the 
46th  year  of  his  present  majesty  for  more 
effectually  carrying  into  execution  the  pur- 
poses of  an  act  made  in  the  39th  and  40th 
year  of  his  majesty,  to  give  further  Time  for 
the  payment,  on  the  conditions  therein 
mentioned,  of  Instalnienu  on  certain  Loans 
advanced  to  the  house  of  Alexander  Houstoa 
and  Co.  to  Charles  Ashwell,  esq.  and  to 
William  Johnstone,  esq.  being  persons  con- 
nected with  and  trading  to  the  islands  of 
Grenada  and  Saint  Vincent,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  real  and  personal  estates  of  William 
Mac  DowalL  James  Mac  Dowall, and  llohert 
Houstoun  Rae  in  the  West  Indies  and  else- 
where, except  in  Scotland. 

136.  An  act  to  indemnify  all  officers  and  per- 
sons who  have  carried  into  execution  any 
of  tbe  provisions  of  an' act  passed  in  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  for  completing  and 
increasing  the  Militia  of  Great  Britain,  in 
relation  to  the  Militia  of  the  Tower  Hamlets, 

137.  An  act  to  amend  and  enlarge  the  powers 
of  an  act  of  the  46th  year  of  his  present  ma- 
jesty, for  consolidating  and  rendering  more 
effectual  the  several  acts  for  the  purchase  of 
Buildings  and  further  Improvement  of  the 
streets  and  places  near  to  Westminster  Hall 
and  the  two  houses  of  parliament. 

138.  An  act  for  de6nin^  and  regulating  the 
powers  of  the  Commission  of  Tien^s,  in  aug- 
menting and  modifying  the  stipends  of  the 
clergy  of  Scotland. 

139.  An  act  for  granting  to  his  majesty  a  sum 
of  money  to  be  raised  by  Lateries. 

140.  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  administra- 
tion of  the  office  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of 
Felonies  within  the  district  of  Dublin  me- 
tropolis. 

141.  An  act  to  amend  the  acts  relating  to 
the  Duties  of  Assessed  Taxes,  and  of  the 
Tax  upon  the  profits  of  Property,  Pro- 
fessions, Trades,  and  Offices,  and  to  regulate 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  same. 

143.  An  act  for  enabling  the  Commissionera 
for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt,  to^ 
grant  Life  Annuities. 

143.  An  act  to  repeal  the  Stamp  Duties  on 
Licences  granted  by  justices  of  the  peace  for 
selling  Ale,  Beer,  and  other  exfiseable 
liquors  by  retail;  and  for  granting  other 
Duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

144.  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  protection 
of  Oyster  Fisheries  and  tbe  brood  of  Oys^ 

'  ters,  in  England. 

145.  An  act  for  enabling  his  majesty  to  grant 
Annuities  to  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Ses- 
sion, Justiciary,  and  Exchequer  in  Scotland^ 
upon  tbe  jresigaatioii  of  tbeir  officea. 
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li6.  An  act  for  vesting  the  stock  of  the  Court 
of  Session  in  Scotland  in  trustees,  for  the 
erecting  buildings  for  the  better  accoin- 
lAodation  of  the  College  of  Justice,  and  a 
Public  Gaol,  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

14T.  An  act  to  permit  the  sale  of  the  Danish 
prize  ship  Conslantia  Maria,  and  her  cargo, 
lu  (he  port  of  Fowey  in  the  county  of 
Cornwall. 

148.  An  act  for  granting  to  his  majesty  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money  out  of  the  consolidated 
fund  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  applying  cer- 
tain monies  therein  mentioned  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  1808 ;  and  for  further  ap- 
propriating the  Supplies  granted  in  this 
session  of  parliament. 


149.  An  act  for  repealing  the  Stamp  Duties 
on  Deeds,  Law  Proceed in^i^s,  and  other 
written  or  printed  instruments,  and  the 
Duties  on  Legacies  and  Successions  to  per- 
sonal estate  upon  intestacies,  now  payable 
in  Great  Britain  ;  and  for  graDtiu^  Dew 
Duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

150.  An  act  for  enabling  his  majesty  to  aita- 
blish  a  permanent  Local  Militia  Force  m 
Scotland,  under  certain  restrictions,  for  die 
defence  of  the  realm. 

151.  An  act  concerning  the  administrauoo  of 
Justice  in  Scotland,  and  concerniog  Appeili 
to  the  bouse  of  lords. 

152.  An  act  for  granting  certiun  Duties  oa 
Worts  or  Wash  made  from  Sugar  during  the 
prohibition  of  distillatioQ  froBH  corD  or  graia 
in  Great  Britain. 
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First  Report  from  thb  Committee  on 

THE   DiSTIbLATION    OF    SUGAR  AND    Mo- 

XASsE8.-^0r(/crtfd  to  be  printed  1  Sth  April, 
1808.  ^ 

Tbe  Committee  appointed  to  enquire, 
and  report,  how  far,   and   under 
what  circumstances,  it  may  be  prac- 
ticable, and  expedient  to  confine 
the   Distilleries  of  the    United 
Kingdom  to  the  use  of  Scgar  and 
IVIoLASSEs  only  ;    and  also  what 
other  provision  can  be  made  far  the 
Belief  of  the  Growers  of  Sugar  in 
the  British  West  India  Colonies  ; 
and  te  report  the  same,  with  their 
Observations  and  Opinion  there- 
upon, from  time  to  time,  to  tbe 
House : — and  who  were  empowered 
to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evi- 
dence taken  before  them ; 
Have,  pursuant  to  tbe  orders  of  the 
house,  examined  the  matters  to  them  re- 
ferred ;  and  have  agreed  to  the  following 
Report  :♦ 

Your  Committw  felt  it  their  first  <}uty 
to  examine  into  the  continuance  of  that 
severe  pressure  upon  the  holders  of  West 
India  property,  and  those  connected  with 
it,  which  was  so  clearly  proved  before 
your  committee  of  the  last  session  of  par- 
liament— For  this  purpose  your  commit- 
tee called  before  them  several  gentlemen 
connected  with  tnose  Islands,  and  ex- 
perienced in  the  colonial  trade  ;  these 
gentlemen  fully  confirmed  the  evidence 
given  last  year,  and  proved  to  the  convic- 
tion of  your  committee,  that  the  continu- 
ance of  the  ptessure  has  materially  added 
to  its  weight. — It  appears  from  accounts 
4aid  before  your  committee,  that  the  price 
^f  Sugar  has.  greatly  diminished  since  the 
year  1799;  the  average  price  of  1800, 
was  Q5s.  per  cwt. ;  the  average  of  1807, 
was  34*.  per  cwt.  both  exclusive  of  duty. 
In  consequence  of  that  depreciation,  and 
of  the  increased  expence  attendant  on  the 
ctiHivation  of  the  article,  the  situation  of 
the  Suear  Planter  has  been  rapidly  declin- 
ing, tiu  at  length  the  value  of  the  produee 
isy  on  an  average,  barely  equal  to  the 
charffe^  of  production,  leaving  no  rent  for 
the  land,  and  no  interest  for  the  large 
capital  employed  upon   it.-^It   appears 


^  See  Appendix  to  vol.  ix.  p. 
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that  the  obstacles  opposed  to  the  exporta- 
tion of  colonial  produce,  added  to  its  forc- 
ed accumulation  in  the  market  from  the 
conquered  colonies,  have  been  the  prin- 
cipal causes  of  its  depreciation.     While 
thtt    planter  has  remained   subject  to  a 
monopoly   in  favour  of  British  produce 
and  navigation,  his  exclusive  possession  of 
the  home  market  has  been  interfered  with  ; 
and,  while  the  British  consumption  has 
been  increasing,  the  efforts  he  has  made  to 
meet  it  have  turned  entirely  to  his  own 
disadvantage. — It  appeacs  that  the  planter 
cannot  so  withdraw  his  capital,  diminish 
the  extent,  or  change  the  object  of  his, 
cultivation,  as  to  procure  for  himself  any 
adequate  relief;  and,  without  legislative 
intervention,  there  is  no  prospect  of  his 
being  extricated  from  his  distress.    An- 
nuitants dependant  on  West  India  pro- 
perty for  theit  provision,  have,  in  many 
instances,  been  totally  deprived  of  that 
income. — ^The  increased  price  of  all  the 
usual  articles  of  supply,  added  to  the  de- 
preciation of  colonial  produce,  has  de- 
prived a  great  proportion  of  the  owners  of 
the  resources  wherewith  to  furnish  the  ac- 
customed stores  of  food  and  cloathlng  foe, 
their  negroes,  and  of  duly  providing  for 
their  superintendance :  and,  if  reliet  be 
not  speedily  applied,  these  stores  must  be. 
actually  diminished  or  withheld,  whereby 
much  painful  privation  will  be  suifered  by 
the  negroes,  and  discontent,  if  not  com- 
motion among  them,  may  be  seriously  ap- 
prehended.— In  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  assembly  of  Jamaica,  it  is 
stated,  that  there  are   115  Sugar  Estates 
respecting  which  suits  are  depending  in 
the  court  of  chanceiy  ;  from  which  and 
from  other  evidence,  it  appears  that  fore- 
closures of  securities  on  property  are  be- 
come unusually  frequent  in  that  Island; 
which  will  deprive  many  owners  of  their 
estates,  for  sums  quite  disproportioned  to 
their,  value.      Another   eftect  fi-om   this 
cause  will  be,  much  individual  distress  to 
the  negroes,  who,  in  consequence  of  such 
foreclosures,  will  in  many  instances  be 
separated  from  their  families. — From  all 
these  considerations,  your  committee  8ub-> 
mrt,  that  the  case  ot  distress  thus  tnade 
out,  is  as  urgent  as  it  is  severe ;  that  there* 
fore  it  is  not  only  necessary  to  adopt  mea- 
sures of  permanent  relief,  but  also  such 
as  may  have  an  early  operation,  and  ap^ 
ply  to  the  coming  crop,  in  order  to  pre« 
vent  the  accumulation  of  distress  that  will 
otherwise  arise,  before  any  such  alterior 
regulations  can  take  effrct. 
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From  the  Accounts  annexed  to  thi«  Report,  it  appears, 

CirtL 
That  the  arerage  impiortation  of  Sngar  into  G.  Britain^  for  5  yean,  ending 

with  1785,  WW-        --. \fi1Wl 

Cwte. 
D^oct,  exported  to  Ireland    .     O  ^„„„^,  ^  f  157.217  1    ,^^ 

Ditto  •  ditto    -  to  other  parts    *  j       ^  *     I  157,51  S  J      

Average  annual  balance  remaining  for  the  consumption  of  Briiaiii     -    ifi^^t 
Add,  quantity  exported  as  above  to  Ireland     -        -        -        -  \57,':\' 

Annual  balance  remaining  for  the  annual  consumpiion  of  the  empire. 1.422^4 

The  aboTC  is  exclusive  of  the  small  import  into  Ireland  from  the  West  ladies. 

That  the  average  importation  of  Sugar  into  G.  Britain,  for  1802  and  180S 

(being  two  years  of  peace)  wa%  -  .-..-.  3,741,4$5 
Deduct  average  export  to  Ireland  -"\  .^^  «^^,«„o  /  '^7,207  \  ,  ^^m] 
Ditto  .  ditto  .  -  to  othiT  parts  )  ^""-  *^^""5"  {  1,702,7*8  ) '  .2^!^ 
Annual  average  balance  remaining  for  consamptiori  of  Britain  -  -  1,871,431 
Add,  averas^  annual  importation  into  Ireland  (direct)  \  ,  ^  . 
for  the  simc  period  -  -  -  '.  -  ^|17l,-«-i4. 
Deduct,  export  from  Ireland    -----        1,666 

169,5581      /    j3^^«. 

Add,  qaantity  exported  to  Ireland,  as  above     -        -     167,267  /       1-, 

Average  annual  balance  remaining  for  the  consumption  of  the  empire    2,208^ 

That  the  averkge  importation  of  Sugar  into  G.  Britain,  for  four  years,  from 

1804  to  1807,  both  inclusive  (being  four  years  of  war)  was     -      -    3,473,4W 

Deduct,  average  annual  export  to  Ireland        -        -      174,1661      ^    .  .^^^ 

Ditto     .     -     -ditto    -    -    to  other  parts  •        -      Q7l,758/     ',    '      ■- 

Annual  average  balance  remaining  for  consumption  of  Britain  -        -    2,327^9* 

Add,   average   annual  importation    into  Ireland  ^ 

direct  from  the  West  Indies,  for  three  y^J^'^'f  joe  «Qr)v 
from  ISOt  to  1806,  both  inclusive  (the  return  T  '  *^'^^  I 
for  1 807  not  bavins  been  yet  received)  -  •     - )  1     .  *     "       ^^ 

Deduct,  export  from  Ireland      -  -      -        -  462 ) 

Add,  quantity  expoited  to  Ireland,  as  above    -        -        .        -        -      174Jg 
Average  annual  balance  remaining  for  the  consumption  of  the  empire    2,d3(^ 

I'hat  the  qaantity  of  Sugar  imported  into  G.  Britain,  dunng  the  year  end- 
ing 5th  January  1808,  was ;  viz. 
^.       From  the  old  British  West  India  islands    -     3,06{>,805\ 

From  the  conquered  colonies;  viz.  Trini-"l  f  ^        .    S65IC8< 

dad,  Deuierana,  St.  Lucia,  Surinam,  and  >    581,881 1"  **        *     '    ' 

Tobago     ---------    -J  ) 

Deduct,  export  to  Ireland  J         -        -        -        •       235,1081      itfisftf 

.  Ditto  -  ditto  to  other  parts    -         -        -  .      -        -     1,1 30,534-1      '     '-— ' 

'        Balance  remaining  for  the  consumption  of  Britain    -       .-        -        -    2,288,^ 

Add,  quantity  exported  to  Ireland,  as  above    -        -        -        -     -  .      2S$,l^ 

Balance  remaining  for  the  amsumption  of  ike  empire^  exdatife  pf 
.   ^       the  direct  import  into  Ireland  ^-       ^       -        ^       •       •-   2^2\,\^ 
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AtntMl  avertfc  Importation 
into 

Total 
ImpoiUtioo. 

Averase  aoBnal 

Cip>rUlK>n 

to  f  (ir«i«n  Parti. 

Balance  rnnalniof 

for  the 

Contumpiion  of 

Cre«t  Brit«iii  au4 

Ireland. 

' 

/ 

Great  Britain. 

Ireland. 

Annua]  average  for  5  years, 
ending  with  178'5      -    -    . 

Annual  average  for  2  years; 
viz.  1802  &  1805      -    ,-     - 

Annual  average  for  4  years; 
viz.    1804,   1805,   nOd,    & 
1807     ..--.-. 

Imported  from  the  old 

British  islands  -  3,06^,805  j 

Do.  from  conquered                > 
Colonies      -    -    581,881) 

1,579,537 
3,74.1,486 

3,473,488 

3,651,686 

171,224 

135,390 

1,579,537 
3,912,710 

3,603,178 

3,651,686 

157,513 
1,704,424 

972,220 

1,130,534 

Cwfci. 
1,422,024^ 

2,208,286 
2,636,658 
2,521,152- 

The  preceding  Statement  shews,  that  the  quantity  of  Sugar  annually  con- 
sumed iii^reat  Britain  and  Ireland,  upon  an  average  of  four  years,  end- 
ing with  1807  inclusive,  was      -        --        -        -        -'.        -    Qfi2i^fi5^ 

And  that  the  average  export  from  the  imited  empire,  during  the  same  pe- 
riod, to  foreign  parts,  was  -        -         -        -        -         --         -        972,220 

That  the  importation,  for  the  year  ending  5th  January  1808,  not  including 

the  quantity  imported  into  Ireland  direct,  was    -         -         -         .        -  3,651,686 

Of  which  the  quantity  exported  to  foreign  parts  waa       '-        -        -      .-  1,130,534 

Leaving,  for  home  consumption    -        -        -        -        ••        -        -  t?,52l,l,58 

Should  there  be  no  export  to  the  continent  in  the  course  of  1808,  a  quantity,  equal 
to  what  was  exported  during  1807,  iis  above  stated,  will  be  thrown  upon  the  market 
for  home  consumption ;  to  which  must  be  added,  the  quantity  of  Sugar  which  may  be 
expected  from  the  Danish  islands ;  and  the  consequence  of  such  a  glut  must  necessa- 
rily be,  a  very  considerable  deduction  in  the  price  of  Sugar,  unless  an  additional  vent 
sbadl  be  found  at  home  to  take  off  the  surplus. 

The  following  calculation  shews  the  increased  consumption  of  Sugar  in  the  British 
empire  within  the  last  22  years ;  also,  a  comparative  statement  of  the  actual  produc- 
tion of  the  British  C4)lonies ;  and  of  the  surplus  production  of  the  British  colonies ; 
with  the  demand  ibr  Sugar  at  the  British  market  for  the  use  of  the  continent,  during 
the  short  interval  of  peace : 

Annual  consumption  of  Sugar  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  upon  an  average 

of  fire  years,  ending  with  1785           -------  1,425,0^ 

Ditto  upon  an  average  of  four  years,  ending  with  1807    -        -        -        -  2,636,658 

Increased  consumption         -        -        -        --        -        -         -.  1,214,634 

Average  annual  import  of  1804,  1S05,   1806,  and  1807,  into  the  united 

empire,  was 3,608,878 

Deduct,  import  from  conquered  colonies  (supposing  1807  to  be  an  average)       58 1 ,881 

Average  annual  import  from  old  British  colonies  -----  3,026,9^7 
Average  annual  consumption  in  G.  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  the  above  period  2,636,658 
Annual  surplus  above  consumption,  from  our  own  colonies      -        •        .       3l>0,339 

Average  annual  export  during  peace,  1802  8tnd  1803       -        -        -        -  1,702^758 

Average  annual  superfluity  of  old  British  colonies,  as  above    -        .        -  390,339 

Shewing  the  insufficiency  of  the  present  surplus  produce  ot  the  old  British  ^      ~~^ 

colonies  to  meet  a  contineiital  demand^  equal  to  that  of  the  last  peace^  to  be  )  ,3 1 2,4 1 9 
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J  With  a  view  to  apply  as  speedy  a  relief 
as  possible  to  the  case  thus  made  out,  your 
Committee  proceeded  to  consider  ot  the 
expediency  of  prohibiting  the  Distilleries 
of  the  united  kingdom,  or  any  part  thereof, 
kom  the  use  of  grain,  and  confining  them 
to  that  of  sugar  and  molasses.  This  in- 
quiry invoWmg  in  it  the  interests  of  the 
revenue,  the  distillers,  and  the  landhold- 
ers of  the  country,  your  committee  have 
gone  through  a  Jong  and  m;nute  investi- 
gation, with  a  view  to  ascertain  how  far 
these  interests  might  severally  be  allected 
l3(y  the  proposed  restriction. — It  appears 
from  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Jackson,  that 
the  revenue  received  from  the  English 
distilleries  amounU  to  near  2,000,000/.; 
and  is  collected  at  the  expence  of  ^.  in  the 
5)ound.  This  revenue  arises  firom  a  duty 
of  U.  4|(/.  per  gallon  of  wash  ;  100  gal- 
lons of  wash  are  produced  from  about  one 
.quarter  of  corn  ;  and  the  allowed  produce 
of  spirit  from  that  quantity  of  wash  is  19 

fillons,  at  1  to  10  over  hydrometer  proof, 
be  customs  duty  on  the  cwt.  of  sugar  is 
27*.;  two  cwt.  of  sugar  will  produce  100 
gallons  of  wash,  which  will  produce  22 
gallons  of  spirit  at  1  to   10' over  hydro*^ 
Meter  proof. — The  present  duty  on  sugar 
wash  IS   2s.  Old.  per  gallon.      If  sugar 
were  to  be  used  without  any  alteration  of 
the  rate  of  dutjr,  the  revenue  would  gain  ; 
but  the  cost  of  the  raw  material  would  be 
greatly  increased,  and  a  proportionable 
rise  in  the  price  of  spirits  to  the  consumer 
would  be  the  consequence.     It  would  be 
desirable  therefore  that  some  modification 
of  the  duty  should  take  place. — It  appears 
from  a  calculation  of  Mr.  Jackson,  that 
taking  the  price  of  barley  at  43j.  a  quarter, 
and  of  malt  at'  80^.  a  quarter,  116  gallons 
of  corn-wash  (producinj^  the  same  quan- 
tity of  spirk  as  2  cwt.  of  sugar)  would,  in 
materials  and    duty,    cost    the    distiller 
105.  4^4.  per  gallon,  of  which  7#.  10^ 
would  be  I  he  duty  to  government.    Tak- 
.  ing  the  price  of  sugar  at  60s.  per  cwt.  and 
reducing  the  duty  on  the  wasn  to  U.  2\d. 
per  gallon,  the  cost  to  the  distiller  would 
be  105.  \0d.  per  gallon,  of  which  the  duty 
would  be  Is,  \0d,,  bringing  the  duty,  under 
the  proposed  restriction,  to  within  a  frac- 
tion of  what  it  now  is.--The  Malt  Duty 
being  much  more  easily  evaded  than  the 
Customs  Duty  on  Sugar,  which  in  fact  is 
little,  if  at  all  eluded,  it  appears  that  that 
.  duty  ought  to  remain  as  it  is,  and  that  the 
reduction  ought  to  take  place  in  the  duty 
on  the  wash.     There  is,  on  account  of  the 
quicker  dissolution   of  the   material^  a 


greater  fiK:ility  of  fraud  in  the  case  of  ao- 
gar  than  of  com  wash ;  but  on  the  whole, 
the  chances  of  fraud  would  be  diminwbfd, 
the  profit  of  it  lessened,  and  the    loss  to 
the  revenue,  even  if  it  were    oractiaed, 
would  not  be  so  great. — Under  these  limi- 
tations, your  Committee  are  induced  by 
the  evidence  before  them,  lo  hope  tbat 
the  Incise  regulations  maybe  so  arran|^, 
without  great  or  inconvenient  sdteimtKa, 
as  to  prev^t  any  material  infory  to  tk 
revenue  from  the  proposed  auspensioii^ 
In  Scotland,  the  system  of  collecting  ibe 
duty  is  diil^rent  viA  more  comphcated. 
In  the  Lowlands  there  is  an  annual  licence 
duty  of  162/.  per  ^llon  on  the  cootenti  of 
the  still ;    for  which  |he  distiller  is  per- 
mitted to  make  2,025  gallons  of  miin 
within  the  year,  the  licence  escpiring when- 
ever that  quantity  appears  to   have  beea 
made.    This  duty  amounts,  on  the  galkio 
of  spirit,  to  Is.  Id.  i^ths.    There  is  a  wa^ 
duty  of  5d,  which,  computed  %t  the  rate  oH 
16 1  galls,  per  cent,  on  the  100  gallons  of 
wash,  amounts  to  2s.  6d.  ^'e^^^  >   ^^^  ^^''^ 
is  a  spirit  duty  of  Is. ;    the  total  being 
5s.  1  \d.  per  gallon. — ^The  lower  per-cenl- 
age  on  the  wash  is  occasioned    by  tk 
rapid  mode  of  distillation  which  is  in^oi- 
ed  upon  them  by  law^  and  which  sublets 
them  to  a  constant  waste   of    materiat, 
which  they  •consider  as  a  species  of  in- 
direct duty.    Sugar,  it  appears,  wouM  be 
better  adapted  to  their  quick  mode  of  ^ 
tillation  than  com,  as  in  the  wa^h  from  tk 
former  there  is  no  such  residuum  as  that 
is  in  the  wash  produced  from  the  latler. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  same  per-centage  of  22  galloDSof 
spirits  fi-om    100  gallons  of  sugar  m^ 
might  not  be  expected  in  Scotland  as  w^ 
as  m  England.    As  it  would  be  ad  viseable, 
for  the  reasons  stated  by  Mr.  Jacksoo,  to 
retain  the  whole  of  the  customs  daty  oo 
the  sugar,  it  would  only  be  necessairy  to 
make  ^  certain  reduction  in  the  duty  on 
the  wash,  or  on  the  spirit. — The   present 
distinctions  in   favour  of   the-  Highltud 
distiller  (by  which  he  is  required  to  pro- 
duce only  10  percent,  on  the  wash,  and  is 
charged  with   a  duty  amounting  on  tk 
whole  to  4s.  5d.  per  gallon  of  spirit,  in- 
stead of  5s.  \\d.)  arose  from  &n  alledged 
inferiority  of  the  material  from  which  be 
works,     under  the  proposed   restriction 
(the  material  being  the  same  as  that  used 
by  other  distillers)  tlie  same  per-centage 
of  22  gallons  would  of  course  be  required. 
If  it  should  be  thought  fit  to  charge  the 
same  amount  of  duty»  it  woald  only  be 
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necessary  to  apply  the  principle  before 
recommeDded.    The  process  of  working 
is  slower  than  in  the  Lowlands,  and,  on 
account  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  fuel, 
it  might  be  proper  to  leave  that,  as  it  is 
now  established. — ^The  trades  for  export 
from  England  to  Scotland,  and  vice  versa, 
and  for  home  consumption,  are  separately 
carried  on,  and  under  separate  regulations. 
If  therefore,  it  should  be  deemed  expedi- 
ent to  confine  the  prohibition  to  England, 
there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  subjecting 
the  Scotch  export-trader  to  that  prohibi- 
tion, as  he  is  to  other  regulations  imposed 
on  the  English  distillers.    But  the  partial 
adoption  of  this  measure  in  any  part  of 
this  island  would  afford  so  strong  a  temp- 
tation in  the  other  to  smuggle  the  corn 
spirit  which   they  would  be  entitled  to 
manufacture,  into  the  part  subject  to  the 
prohibition,  that  much  detriment  would 
accrue  to  the  revenue   therefrom :   and, 
indeed,  there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason 
connected  with  the  revenue  why  this  mea- 
sure should  not  be  extended  to  Scotland. 
Much  illicit  trade  is  undoubtedly  carried 
on  in  the  Highland  district,  and  the  pro- 
posed restriction  would  encourage  it,  to  a 
certain  degree,  on 'account  of  the  prefer- 
ence entertained  for  corn  spirit ;  but  the 
frauds  practiased  in  evading  the  malt  duty, 
by  the  licensed  distillers,  would  be  effec- 
tually  stopped. — ^The   collection  of   the 
Irish  revenue  is  ultimately  regulated  by 
the  quantity  of  the  spirits,  and  is  necessa- 
rily attended  with   more  checks  than  in 
England.     A  duty  of  4s.  is  charged  on  the 
^iTon  of  spirit.    The  mode  of  working 
trie  distilleries  is,  by  a  certain  number  of 
doublings  or  charges  of  the  still,  required 
within  twenty-eight  days.    There  ai*e  three 
stages  in  which  the  duty  is  checked,  on 
the  pot- ale  or  wash,  at  the  rate  of  10  gal- 
lons of  spirits  to  100  gallons  of  wash  ;-  on 
the  singlings  of  low  wines,  at  two-fifths  of 
spirits  ;  and  on  the  spirits  according  to 
the  quantity ;  no  reference  whatever  be- 
ing had  to  the  strength. — Should  it  be 
thought  lit  to  extend  the  prohibition  to 
Ireland,  a  modification  of  the  rate  of  duty 
would  be  required,  on.  the  principle  before 
stated.    If  the  number  of  doublings  is  to 
continue  to  regulate  the  duty,  the  amount 
of  the  charge  ought  to  be  calculated  on  the 
utmost  possible  number  of  workings,  which 
has  been  the  principle  on  which  the  laws 
for  collecting  the  revenue  have  been  made. 
The  iiumber  of  workings  has  been  gradu- 
ally and  progressively  increased,  and  it  is 
'apprehended  may  audmit  of  still  further 


increase. — ^The  substitution  of  Sugar  for 
grain  in  Irish  distillation  would  undoubt- 
edly so  far  prove  beneficial  to  the  revenue 
of  that  country,  as  it  would  prevent  all 
fraud  on  the  material  to  be  used.  The 
frauds  on  the  malt  duty,  which  are  stated 
to  be  enormous,  so  far  as  concerns  the 
distilleries,  would  be  prevented. — It  is 
stated  however,  that  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  restrict  the  Irish  licensed  dbitillers 
to  the  use  of  sugar,  their  numbers  being  to 
those  of  the  Eiriglish  distillers  in  the  pro- 
portion of  five  to  one  : — that  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  prevent 'them  from  using 
com  wash,  which  (under  pretence  of  ob- 
taining yeast)  they  would  procure  of  the 
strength  requisite  for  their  purposes  from 
the  breweries,  which  are  not  subject  to  the 
excise,  excepting  in  as  far  as  relates  to 
the  malt  duty.  This  practice  they  are 
stated  to  have  followed  when  the  distilla- 
tion from  com  was  last  prohibited. — It  is 
however,  admitted,  that  if  proper  regula- 
tions could  be  devised,  and  the  vigilance 
of  the  revenue  oflicers  could  be  relied  oiv 
the  frauds  might  in  a  great  measure  be 
prevented.  But  there  would,  it  appears, 
be  considei*able  difficulty  in  framing  such 
regulations,  or  in  inducing  the  officers  sud* 
denly  to  change  that  relaxed  conduct, 
and  in  many  cases  corrupt  behaviour,  to 
which  they  have  been  unfortunately  too 
much  addicted.  This  difficulty  with  rc- 
^rd  to  the  officers,  would  add  to  the 
facilities  to  fraud  arising  from  the  more 
rapid  dissolution  of  seigar,  which  even  of 
itself  would  render  it  far  from  easy  to' 
get  an  accurate  account  of  the  wash.-* 
The  enormous  amount  of  the  illegal  dis- 
tillation in  Ireland  (which  is  chiefly  prac- 
tised in  the  North)  is  urged  as  a  strong 
objection  to  the  proposed  measure.  The 
very  great  preference  entertained  by  th« 
people  for  Coi^  Spirit;  the  consequent 
hopes  of  sending  them  to  other  parts 
of  the  country,  where  there  are  fewer 
illicit  stills;  and  the  desire  which  would 
be  created  in  landholders  to  find  a  market 
for  their  corn,  thus  excluded  from  the  legal 
distilleries,  would  it  seems,  operate  to  the 
great  detriment  of  the  revenue,  by  tempt- 
ing an  increase  of  private  distiilatioiv 
which  would  be  entirely  from  corn ;  and 
if  so,  whatever  that  increase  should  be, 
the  revenue  would  receive  additional  in- 
jury to  that  amount,  without  causing  any 
additional  consumption  of  sugar.  Thi^ 
objection  would,  however,  not  apply  in 
case  of  a  serious  apprehension  of  scarcity, 
because  the  inhabitapgt|f^^^yi4d,(^|^a 
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active  in  stopping  the  use  of  corn  in  the 
illicit  dLstilieries.  The  detail  of  regola- 
tion  which  would  be  necessary  to  protect 
the  intercourse  of  spirits  from  Ireland 
would  be  considerable,  and  yoUr  Commit- 
tee pass  by  that  subject^  leaving  it  for  the 
consideration  of  parliament. — In  case  it 
should  be  thought  inconvenient  to  extend 
the  restriction  generally  to  Ireland,  it  were 
to  be  wished  that  the  distillation  for  ex- 
port irom  thence,  might  be  confined  to 
sugar.  Under  such  a  regulation^  how- 
ever, considerable  inconvenience  might 
arise  from  the  probability  tliat  a  great  deal 
of  corn  spirit  would  be  exported  under 
the  pretence  of  exporting  sugar  spirit. 
This  too  would  be  an  inconvenience  super- 
added to  the  risk  arising  from  the  illicit 
trade  as  above  stated .-^On  the  whole,  if 
it  should  be  deemed  expedient  to  confine 
this  measure  to  G.  Britain,  your  Commit- 
tee would  recommend  a  suspension  of  all 
intercourse  in  spirits  between  the  two 
islands,  as  the  best  security  that  could  be 
afforded  to  the  British  revenue  and  ma- 
nufacture, such  suspension  to  continue 
while  the  corn  distillers  should  be  restricted 
In  G.  Britain.  With  a  view  to  aflbr4  se- 
curity to  the  revenue,  as  well  as  to  protect ' 
the  interest  of  the  present  corn  distillers, 
it  would  be  an  indispensable  measure,  to 
whatever  part  of  the  empire  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  use  of  grain  m  the  distilleries 
should  be  applied,  to  confine  the  power  of 
distilling  from  sugar,  to  the  houses  now  en- 
gaged in  the  malt  distilleries. — ^The  Maid- 
stone Distillery  was  established  under  a 
particular  act  of  parliament,  and  works, 
tor  a  particular  object,  with  different  ma- 
terials from  the  ordinary  distillers.  That 
house  cannot  make  a  spirit  from  sugar 
similar  to  that  they  now  make  from  corn. 
Were  this  distillery  allowed  to  go  on  work- 
ing from  their  present  materials,  the  rest 
of  the  trade  being  subject  to  the  suspe^- 
pion,  the  injury  that  would  accrue  boili  to 
the  revenue  and  the  other  distilleries  need 
scarcely  be  pointed  out.  This  peculiar 
mode  of  distillation  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
suspended  during  the  operation  of  the  pro- 
posed measure.  But  your  Committee  re- 
commend that  for  that  period,  the  proprie- 
tors ought  to  be  allowed  to  enter  and  work 
from  sugar  as  ordinary  distillers.  They 
\vere  not  allowed  so  to  work  during  the 
last  prohibition,  and  suffered  accordingly. 
It  is  stated  that  they  now  pay  30,000/.  per 
annum  to  government,  which  would  be  lost, 
while  an  encouragement  would  be  given  to 
the  smuggling  of   Hollands  Geneva,  of 


which  their  spirit  is  the  rival.   Against  this 
loss  however  must  be  set  the  probable  legal 
importation  of  Hollands  gin,  which  pays  a 
much  higher  duty,    and   the   additional 
quantity  of  sugar  spirit  that  would  be  ma- 
nufactured  and   consumed.     Your  Com- 
mittee  are  not  prepared  to  give  any  de* 
cided  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  per- 
mitting the  use  of  Molasses  in  distillation. 
That  article  being  the  produce  of  refioerf 
sugar,  and  a  drawback  being  allowed  «i 
the  exportation  of  that  sugar  eoual  t«lk 
whole  duty,  no  abatement  of  duty  cadA 
be  afforded  on  the  molasses  wash«  such  ei 
has  been  recommended  in  the  case  of  sugar 
Vvash.     It  besides  appears,  that  the  piate* 
rial  of  su^r  is  equally  advantageous  to 
the  manutacturer,  and  produces  a  spirit 
equally  pure,  and  as,  good  for  all  purposes. 
Brandy,  which  is  now  made  from  molas- 
ses, might  with  equal  profit  be  made  froo 
sugar. — It  appears  from  the  account  of 
Mr.  Jackson,  that^  calculating^  firom*tfke 
quantity  of  spirits  that  pay  duty,  the  distil- 
led produce  of  2K)4-,2O0  qrs.  of  grain  is  con- 
sumed in  England,  a  considerable  portioo 
of  which  spirit  h  manufactured  in,  and  im- 
ported from  Scotland  and  Ireland.     By  the 
same    evidence,  the   x^uaiitity    of    grain 
dii^tilled  in  Scotland,  for  their  home  coo- 
sumption,  amounts  to  147,588  qrs.     ^ 
the  excise  return  from  that  country  (whidi 
is  exclusive  of  the  export  to  England,  aad 
inclusive  of  the  import  of  English  barley 
for  the  distijleries,  which  is  considerabk 
every   year)   it  is  stated  at   16Q,S67  qrs. 
Mr.   Jackson's  calculation  for  Ireland  k 
formed  on  an  average  of  two  years,  fad- 
ing in  1 806,  and  is  far  below  the  quantity 
since  consumed.7— Another  evidence  stales 
the  quantity  of  corn  used  in  Irish  distiWa- 
tion  at  333,333  qrs., — the  quantity  used 
Scotland  at  ]  55,55o  qrs.;  and  in  £ogland,in* 
eluding  the  importation  from  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  at  291,166  ors. ;  making  780,05* 
qrs.  for  the  use  of  (he  distilleries  of  the  united 
empire.     It  h  difficult  to  get  any  very  pre- 
cise information  on  thi^head.     But  taking 
780,000  as  the  whole  quantity ;    taking 
Mr.  Jackson's  account    for  England    at 
about  300,000  ;   the  Scotch  excise  account 
169,0(X) ;  the  total  for  G.  BriUin,  469,000, 
would  leave  the  remainder,   or  511,000 
qrs.  for  the  consumption  of  Ireland.    It 
appears  however,  by  an  official    retom 
from  Ireland,  that  the  quantity  of  grain 
used  for  distillation  there  is  computed  at 
672,075  hrls.,  at  2^4  pounds  per    bri.; 
tlife-ee-fourths  of  that  grain  are  oaft& — 19 
order  to  foru)  thi^ir  opinion  on  the  lllanlle^ 
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in  tvhich  the  proposed  riestriction  would 
afiect  the  caltivation  of  barley  in  this 
kingdom,  your  Committee  entered  into  a 
long  and  minute  examination  of  various 
persons  connected  with  the  agriculture  of 
the  country;  some  possessing  local  and 
practical  knowledge,  others  well  known  as 
being  capable  of  affording  the  most  ex- 
tensive general  information.-*-The  opinion 
of  these  persons  is,  that  barley  is  essential 
15  the  cultivation  of  the  barley  districts 
of  £ngland ;  that  on  such  soils  no  other 
crop  could  be  advantageously  substituted 
in  its  room ;  that  the  distilleries  are  looked 
to  as  a  source  of  considerable  influence 
on  the  price  of  the  article  ;  and  that  the 
proposed  restriction  would  be  injurious  to 
the  growers  of  barley,  by  diminishing  the' 
market  for  it.    The  dlect  of  this  would 
be,  in  their  opinion,  a  reduction  in  the 
price ;  on  the  supposition  of  an  average 
crop,  and  that  the  same  quantity  continued 
to  be  sown  :   or,  if  to  avoid  the  effects  of 
depreciation  in  the  market,  a  less  quantity 
were  to  be  cultivated,  the  farmers  would 
be  injured   by  being  driven  out  of  their 
iisual   course  of  cropping,   and    by  the 
forced  application  of  the  hmd  to  other  pro- 
duce less  suited  to  the  nature  of  the  soil. 
-j^Mr.  Arthur  Young,  secretary  to  the 
board  of  Agriculture,  has  stated  the  quan- 
tity of  Barley  grown  in  England  at  about 
4,800,000  qrs.  and  calculates  the  quanti- 
ties ui^  in  the  distilleries  at  S00,000^  or 
1*1 6th  of  that  amount.    He  believes,  that 
to  withdraw  from  the  market  even  that 
gmall  proportion,  would  have  a  great  eitect 
in  lowering  the  price  of  the  article.     He 
conceives,however,  that  the  depreciation,  or 
the  alarm  of  it,  cannot  have  any  efifect  onthe 
quantity  sown  this  year,  bat  on  that  sown 
in  the  next  year;   which  efiect  '  would 
depend  entirely  on  the  idea  of  the  public 
lelative  to  having  a  different  motive  this 
time  twelve  months,  for  repeating  the  stop- 
.  P»gc>   from  any  which  operates  at  pre- 
nent.^     He  thinks  that  in  the  event  of  an 
abundant  harvest,  the  restriction  would 
prove  peculiarly  hard  upon  the  farmer, 
and  arrest  him  in  every  exertion  of  his 
industry. — ^Another  witness  states,  that  the 
fermers  conceive  the  distilleries  to  be  a 
source  of  greater  influence  on  the  market 
than  they  really  are.     He  thinks  the  pro- 
posed suspension  would  operate  as  a  greater 
discouragement  than  it  ought,  and  that  the 
farmer  (acting  under  exaggerated  reports) 
would  not  sow  his  usual  quantity  of  Bar* 
ley. — It  \s  to  be  obserred,  however,  that 
the^«i^ct  of, clamonror.  ahinn  is  from  its 


nature  but  temporary,  and  would  assured- 
ly die  away  if  any  equivalent  were  found 
for  the  privation  that  caused  it ;  such  aii^ 
equivalent  would  be  found  in  the  increa^d 
demand  which  would  arise  from  any  failure 
in  our  usual  importation  of  grain.  .  Mok-^ 
over,  as  the  quantity  sown  this  year  will 
not  be  affected  by  the  proposed  restriction^ 
and  as  there  is  no  ground  to  suppose  that 
a  similar  measure  will  take  place  nexte 
year,  the  very  rc-openinff  of  the  distilleriea 
to  the  produce  of  his  industr}'-  cannot  but 
do  away  any  evil  occasioned  by  the  effect 
of  a  temporary  alarm  on  the  mind  of  the 
farmer. — It  appears  that  in  the  districts 
pecuKarly  adapted  to  barley^  that  grain 
pays  better  than  eats,  and  prepares  the 
ground  better  forthe  wheat  that  usually  con- 
cludes the  cottsre.  It  is  also  general  ly  pre-' 
ferred  to  oats  for  the  purpose  of  sowing  with 
grass,  and  is  considered  as  infinitely  less  ex*" 
nausting  to  the  soil.  It  is  stated  in  a  part  o( 
the  evidence,  that  in  the  barky  districts  tib« 
number  of  4beep  maintained  under  tho 
turnip  husbandry  is  greater  when  barley 
fbrms  a  part  of  this  course,  than  it  could, 
be  if  oats,  or  any  other  grain  were  sub-* 
stituted  for  it,  as  the  turnips  can  be  kept 
on  the  ground  longer  if  followed  by  a  crop 
of  barley,  than  if  followed  by  any  other 
spring  crop.  Spring  wheat  is  not  deemed 
admissible  into  the  course  of  cropping, 
and  the  experiments  tried  with  it  are  stated 
to  have  totally  failed.  It  is  admitted  by 
some  that  supposing  the  price  of  oats  tor 
be  so  noised  as  to  be  put  in  competitioii 
with  that  of  barley,  such  a  rise,  coupled 
with  the  greater  quantity  of  the  farmer  pfc- 
duced  on  an  acre  of  land,  might  induce^ 
some  farmers  to  have  recourse  to  that  crop; 
though  it  seems  generally  to  be  considered, 
that  such  acourse  would  be  inexpedient  to 
be  taken  on  land  superiorly  calculated  for 
the  growth  of  barley. — ^There  is  a  pecu- 
liar circumstance  attendant  on  Norfolk, 
which,  in  the  estimation  of  persons  con-> 
nected  with  that  country,  would  make  th© 
proposed  restrict^n  bear  harder  on  them 
than  on  *the  farmers  in  any  other  barley 
district,  namely  the  annual  export  of  barley 
to  Scotland,  which  is  considerable^  and 
which  would  thus  be  cut  ofl*.  It  also  ap- 
pears, that  the  culture  of  barley  is  essen- 
tial to  the  turnip  husbandry  as  there  prac- 
tised with  so  much  success.  It  is  how* 
ever  generally  admitted  that  there  ar# 
mitny  parts  of  England  to  which  thesa 
objeotions  do  not  appty ;  and  where  tha 
cultivation  of  oats,  supposing  the  pric^ 
to  .risei.*  might  be  substituted,  .foe  tJbAi,^ 
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barley  wiUkHit  auy  loss  to  the  fanner. — * 
^—Without  regard  to  the  southern  part  of 
Scotland^  and  the  districts  in  the  north 
into  which  the  improved  husbandry  has 
lieen  introduced^  it  appears  that  spring 
wheat  has  been  much  and  yery  advanta- 
geously cultivated  there  of  late  years  ; 
«nd  timt  the  quantity  of  barley  grown  has 
proportionably  diminished.  It  appears, 
moreover,  that  oats  are  not  there  deemed 
so  exhausting  a  crop  as  they  are  in  the 
Souths  It  is  thought,  however,  that  any 
impeditnent  to  the  growth  of  barlev  might 
be  dotrimental  to  the  landholder  by  low- 
ering the  price  of  grain. — In  the  High- 
lands, and  those  parts  of  the  North  L^- 
kmds  into  which  the  improved  system  has 
not  been  tntrodnced,  or  which,  from  the 
nature  of  their  soil  or  climate,  are  uiider 
peculiar  disadvantages,  the  case  is'  dif- 
wrent;  very  little  two*rowed  barley  is 
gfffwti  there,  but  the  fbur-rowed  barley 
called  here.  In  some  parts  of  those  dis- 
tricts, no  wheat  is  grown,  and  the  propor- 
tion of  oats  docs  not  amount  nearly  to  that 
of  here.  It  is  stated  that  any  measure  of 
discouragement  to  the  culture  of  here 
would  be  detrimental,  as  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  find  a  substitute  for  it ;  a  consider- 
able portion  of  it  is  said  to  be  consumed  in 
dtttitlation,  though  what  the  proportion- 
«ie  amount  of  that  is  to  the  quantity  grown 
could  »ot  be  learned.  It  ouffht  here  to  be 
again  remarked,  that  illicit  distillation  pre- 
vails considerably  in  the  highlands,  and 
north  of  Scotland,^  and  that  doubtless  a 
great  part  of  the  here  is  consumed  in  that 
way. — It  appears  to  your  Ck>mmfttee,  that 
considerable  quantities  of  wheiit,  flour 
mid  oats,  have  been  annually  imported  into 
threat  Britain  for  some  years  past,  while 
the  exports  of  those  articles  has  been  very 
trifling.  The  annual  import  and  export  of 
barley  is  very  small.  This  fornishes  a  suf- 
ficient proof  that  we  have  of  late  years  de- 
pended in  some  degree,  upon  our  foriegn 
connections  for  a  supply  of  ibod  for  the  in- 
liabitants  of  this  country,  and  your  Com- 
mittee are  hot  informed  of  any  circum- 
stances attendant  on  the  late  crop  that  can 
diminish  the  importance  of  that  resource. 
—Your  Committee  taking  into  their  most 
serioui  consideration  the  state  of  our  fo- 
reign relations,  and  the  conseqnent  proba- 
bility that  our  usual  suoply  or  grain  from 
foreign  countries  may  tail  us,  are  naturally 
led  to  suggest  measures  qf  precaution  whicn 
may  eventually  ward  off  so  grer>t  an  evil. 
«— h  appears  that  about  470,000  qrs.  of 
graiaareajiooaUy  consumed  by  the  British 


distillers,    and  672,075    br1s«,    or   about 
420,000  qrs.  in  Ireland,  and  that  the  an* 
nual  iniportatioB  of  corn  inta  Greait  Bri- 
tain from  foreign  parts,  exclusive  of  that 
from    Ireland,    has  for  five    years  past 
amounted  to  about  770,000  qrs.     Under 
the  pressure  of  an  actual  scarcity,  theie 
would  be  no  hesitation  in  having  recoone 
to  a  stoppage  of  the  distilleries.     Year 
Committee  merefore  submit,  thait  the  re- 
striction of  that  trade  to  the  use  of  $tar 
for  a  limited  time  in  Great  Britatn  ssj, 
(if  the  measure  should  be  demned  inadnuh 
sible  as  to  Ireland)  would  be  a  wise  pre- 
caution under  our  present  prospects.    It 
would  leave  for  the  food  of  the  people 
470^000  qrs.  of  grain,  a  quantity  greater 
than  the  importation  of  oats  in  the  last  year. 
-^Awace,  however,  that  should  any  change 
of  circumstances  open  our  comnaunication 
with  the  rest  of  the  world,  this  measure 
might  be  rendered  unnessory  in  the  view  josl 
stated — aware  that  although  ia  the  evotf 
of  a  deficient  crop  this  year,  the  distress 
would  be  matly  increased  if  accompa- 
nied by  a  deficiency  in  our  usual  Ibieiga 
supplies ;  yet,  that  in  the  event  of  a  super* 
abmidant  harvest,  the  proposed  restrtctisB 
might  be  found  very  hurtful  to  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  kingdom — aware 
that  the  return  of  peace  migot  relieve  tk 
West  IncKa  Planters  from  their  presoit 
distress,  and  that  probably  some  ineasares 
may  be  devised  which  may  alleviate  that 
distress  before  the  period  to  which  it  is 
proposed  to  limit  this  suspension  shall  be 
concluded,  yourCoinmittee  recommeBd  in 
the  strongest  manner,  that  any  bill  t»bo 
brought  in,  in  consequence  of  this  Kopsrty 
should  contain  a  clause  granting  a  power 
to  the  king  in  council,  upon  a  sofficicnt 
notice,  to  do  away  the  suspension,  uA 
allow  the  distillers  to  carry  on  their  trade 
in  the  accustomed  manner. — 'When  itii 
considered  how  very  small  a  portion  of  the 
barley  grown  in  this  kingdom  is  consinaed 
by  tfale  distillers,  it  is  scarcely  possible  ta 
think  that  the  proposed  measure  itself  can 
bear  very  hard  upon  the  grower.     It  is 
calculated  that  i/JOOjOOO  acres  are  used 
for  that  purpose,  of  which  about  80/)OQ, 
or  one-sixteenth,  are  sufficient  to  grow  the 
whole  quantity  from  iK^iich  the  spirita  coo* 
sum&d  in  England  are  produced.     The 
quantity  of  barley  and  here  grown  in 
Scotland  does  aot,  la  all  probabtHcy*  hsar 
a  much  leas  proportion  to  that  voaaammi 
in  a  similar  manner.     There  are  doubt* 
less  many  parts  of  the  cotnitry -iaw^uck 
the  substUtftioa  of  a  diflbrenf  crop  ooaH 
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be  attended  with  no  disadvantage^  and 
might  eventually  be  attended  with  pro- 
fit. In  the  most  cultivated  parts  of  Scot- 
land, in  which  a  practical  knowledge 
of  agriculture  exists  in  as  great  perfection 
as  any  where>  such. a  substitution  has  been 
found  actually  to  answer.  It  is  to  be  re- 
marked,  that  although  it  may  be  deemed 
diiadvantageous  to  substitute  any  other 
grain  in  the  room  of  barley,  yet  that  the 
prices  of  erain  mutually  operate  upon  each 
other,  and  that  a  rise  or  fall  in  the  price  of' 
any  one  kind  must  have  a  corres|>ondin2 
influence  on  the  prices  of  the  rest ;  and 
that  any  alarm  which  might  be  created  by 
this  measure  can  only  operate  prospective- 
ly as  to  next  year's  crop,  from  an  expec- 
tation that  the  same  suspension  will  again 
be  resorted  tp. — ^Your  Committee  trust,  that 
on  a  full  consideration  of  the  subject  all  ap- 
prehension will  be  done  away  by  the  power 
proposed  to  be  vested  in  the  king  in  coun- 
cil. They  are  sensible  that  they  shall  not 
have  fulfilled  the  duties  imposed  on  them 
by  the  house,  unless  theyproceed  to  consider 
every  possible  mode  of  relief  for  the  pro- 
prietors of  West  India  estates ;  and  tney 
trust  that  they  shall  be  enabled  to  suggest 
measures  so  permanently  beneficial  to  that 
body,  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  for  them 
agam  to  apply  for  the  interference  of  par- 
liament, even  should  the  present  anoma- 
lous state  of  our  foreign  relations  be  pro- 
tracted.— Your  Committee  are  persuaded 
that  the  permanent  adoptijon  of  this  mea- 
sure would  be  attended  with  great  evils  to 
the  agriculture  of  the  country ;  they  feel 
it  incumbent  on  them  to  state,  that  noticing 
in  the  evidence  before  them  could  induce 
a  recommendation  tcl  ttiat  efiect;  they 
conceive  that  its  fi-equent  repetition  would 
be  still  more  hurtfuli ;  ana  nothing  but 
the  strong  case  6<i  clearly  made  out 
by  the  West  India  interest,  coupled  with 
the  loss  of  our  trade  with  the  countries 
from  whence  we  derived  a  great  proportion 
of  our  foreign  supply,  could  prevail  upon 
them  to  advise  even  this  slight  temporary 
interference  (guarded  as  it  is  by  the  pro- 
posed limitations)  with  an  established  sys- 
tem of  agriculture. — ^The  peculiar  situation 
oi  Ireland,  the  great  di^Qnculty  of  collect- 
ing the  revenue  on  Spirits  there,  the  mat 
prevalence  of  illegal  distillation,  and  the 
fear  that  this  measure,  together  with  the 
popular  preference  ior  corn  whiskey,  might 
increase  that  trade  to  an  unlimited  amount, 
and  interfere  with  any  regulations  that 
might  be  adopted  for  its  suppression,  pre- 
vent your  Committee  from  decidedly  re- 
VoL,  XI. — Appx. 


commending  the  extension  of  this  suspen- 
sion to.  that  country  ;  but  they  are  by  no 
means  prepared  to  assert  that  such  regula* 
tions  may  not  possibly  be  devised  as  to 
render  its  adoption  there  as  practicable  as 
in  G.  Britain.  They  ar^  unwilling  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  on  this  part  of  the  ques- 
tion.— Your  Committee  press  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  house  the  severe  loss 
that  must  be  felt  by  the  empire  at  large, 
and  no  part  of  it  more  than  by  the  landed 
interest,  if  some  efficient  remedy  should 
not  save  the  West  India  Colonies  from  the 
disasters  that  await  them.  When  it  is  re- 
collected that  this  country  derives  from 
them  a  net  revenue  on  sugar  of  3,000,000/, 
annually,  besides  the  duties  on  the  other 
articles  of  their  produce ;  that  they  take 
off  manufactures  and  produce  of  this  coun-  ' 
try  to  the  amount  of  6,000,000/.  sterling; 
to  which  considerations  must  be  added  the 
shipping  they  employ,  and  the  sailors 
bred  in  the  trade ;  and  that  were  the  re- 
striction taken  off  that  now  impedes  the 
export  of  corn  to  the  colonies,  they  would 
now  import  from  hence,  to  the  great  advan- 
tage of  the  British  landholder  and  mer- 
chant, a  considerable  proportion  of  what 
they  now  do  from  foreign  parts;  it  is 
hoped  that  the  house  will  think  your  Com- 
mittee warranted,  under  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times,  in  recommend- 
ing the  suspension  of  the  use  of  Grain  in 
the  distilleries  of  G.  Britain,  and  their  re- 
striction to  the  use  of  Sugar  for  one  year, 
fiom  the  first  of  July  1808  to  the  first  of 
July  1 809,  accompanied  by  the  aforesaid 
discretionary  power  to  be  vested  in  his 
majesty. 


Second  Report  from  the  Committee  on 
THE  Distillation  op  Sugar  and  Mo- 
lasses.— Ordered  to  be  printed  3 1st  May, 
1808. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire, 
and  report,  how  far,  and  under 
what  circumstances,  it  may  be 
practicable  and  expedient  to  con- 
fine the  Distilleries  of  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  use  of  Sugar  and 
Molasses  only ;  and  also  what 
other  Provision  can  be  made  for 
the  Relief  of  the  Growers  of  Sugar 
in  the  British  West  India  Colo- 
nies ;  and  to  report  the  same,  with 
their  .Observations  and  Opinion 
thereupon,  firom  time  to  time,  to 
the  House : — and  who  were  im- 
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powered  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
the  Evidence  taken  before  them  ; 
Have,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
house,  further  examined  the  matters  to 
them  referred  ;  and  have  come  to  the  fol- 
lowing Report  :  •Yolr  Committee  after 
having  presented  their  First  Bcport,  lost 
no  time  in  prosecuting  the  enquiries  point- 
ed out  to  them,  in  the  order  by  which 
they  were  constituted  ;  conceiving  that  if 
by  legislative  encouragement  an  increased 
constimption  of  Rum  could  be  created,  ma- 
terial relief  would  be  afibrded  to  the  plan- 
ter, enabling  him  to  diminish  the  quantity 
of  the  inferior  sugars  now  imported,  by 
converting  a  portion  of  them  into  that 
apirit,  their  first  attention  -was  directed  to 
the  most  eligible  means  of  accomplishing 
this  object. — Understanding  that  an  ex- 
tensive trade  in  foreign  spirits  is  carried 
on  under  the  protection  of  licences  from 
the  privy  council,  and  of  neutral  flags, 
and  tnat  thereby  a  great.encouragement  is 
given  to  a  staple  commodity  of  the  enemy, 
while  a  proportionate  discouragement  is 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  consumption  of 
West  India  rum,  your  Committee  called 
before  them  several  persons  concerned  in 
the  continental  trade,  with  a  view  to  as- 
certain the  fact,  and  to  learn  the  manner 
in  which  the  traffic  is  carried  on  ;  and 
also  two  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
boardsof  customs  and  excise,  fully  capable 
of  informing  them,  whether  any  loss  would 
accrue  to  the  revenue  by  prohibiting  or 
discouraging  the  importation  of  foreign 
spirits  in  future  ;  and  how  that  loss  mi^t 
be  ^onrpensated,  should  any  such  be  ex- 
pected to  arise. — It  appears,  that  foreign 
brandy  and  geneva  are  among  the  enume- 
rated articles,  the  importation  of  which  is 
permitted  by  the  general  war -order  of  the 
king  in  council.  The  expences  of  freight 
and  insurance  however  are  too  heavy,  and 
the  risk  of  seizure  by  our  cruieers,  and  con- 
demnation in  our  prize  courts,  is  too  great 
to  allow  the  trade  to  be  carried  on  with 
any  prospect  of  advantage  under  the  au- 
thority of  such  a  general  order.  The 
merchants  of  this  country  therefore  apply 
to  the  privv  council  for  particviar  hcen- 
ces  ;  which  being  j^ranted,  neutral  Teasels 
are  chartered >  by  w-hich  under  these  licen- 
ces a  trade  is  securely  carried  on,  which 
otherwise  would  not  cjtist.  The  ships 
proceed  in  ballast  £Dr  the  hostile  port, 
taking  with  them  nefther  Britiwh  manufac- 
tures nor  colonial  produce,  which  would 
render  them  liable  to  confiscation.  They 
bring  back,  foreign  spirits,  wine,  and  fruit. 


but  neither  raw  silk,  nor  any  other  tfrtkrle 
useful  to  the  British  manufacturer.     Those 
cargoes  are  chiefly  paid  for  by  bills  of  ex- 
change.    As  this  trade  afibrds  great  en- 
couragement to  one  of  the  chief  staples  of 
the  enemy,  without  promoting  in  the  smal- 
lest degree  the  welfare  of  the  shipping, 
manufacturing,  or  colonial  interests  of  this 
countrir,  it  i%  evidently  the  policy,  as  vre 
are  led  to  believe  it  is  tlie  practice  of  tfe 
French  government,  to  connive  at  itsoos- 
tinuance,  and  to  protect  it.      The  smd 
policy  of  this  country  would  seem  to  in- 
quire the  prohibition  or  discouragement  q( 
a  trade,  in  which  the  advantage  is  reaped 
by  the  enemy ;  particularly  as  by  so  doing 
the  produce  of  our  own  colonies,  and  spi- 
rits the  manufacture  of  our  own   coontrv, 
would  replace   those   so  withdrawn  toa 
the  market. — It  appears  that  the  qnantitj 
of  foreign  spirits  for  which  duty  was  paid 
in  the  last  year,  was  2,101,187    galtoos, 
and  that  the  cross  amount  of  the  duty  wis 
1,33(S,973/.     The   duty   of  customs  and 
excise   per   gallon,  on   foreign   spirits  is 
Ids,  l^d. ;  on  rum,  1 U,  2\d,  and  the  ex- 
cise duty  on  British  spirits,  exclusive  d 
the  malt  duty,  is  Is.  2{d,      It  would  seea 
that  a  bare  substitution  of  a  consomptioi 
of  the  same  quantity  of  spirits  at  a  lower 
duty,  would  occasion  a  certain  loss  to  tbe 
revenue.     Mr.  Jackson  calculates  that  Ioa 
at  786,000/.  per  annum  ;  and  presunibif ' 
only  on  a  bare  substitution  of  qoantitj, 
thinks,  that  in  order  to  prevent  any  deficit 
and  at  the  same  time  to  preserve  the  pie- 
sent  difference  between  the  duties  on  ram 
and  British  spirits,  an  addition    of  2l  ^ 
per  gallon  on  each  of  these  articles  would 
be  required.    But  such  additional  dstv,  ia 
the  opinion  of  your. Committee,  conMaot 
be  imposed  without  considerable  danger  of 
permanently  diminishing  the  consaraptka 
of  those  articles.    As  the  flavour  of  fbreigi 
geneva  is  well  imitated  in  this  country, 
and  as  Brandy  can  be  made  strongly  re- 
sembling the  foreign  spirit,  it  is  imponibk 
to  believe  that  rum  alone  would  be  substi- 
tuted in  the  room  of  any  quantity  of  those 
spirits,  which  the  recommendation  of  dus 
report  might  withdraw  from  the  mai^et 
Should  the  consumption  of  rtmi  however 
be  increased  by  the  amount  of  ooe-tkird 
of  the  foreign  spirits  which  paid  duty  last 
year,  that  increase  would  rise  to  700,000 
pllons.      The   advantage  gained  by  tbe 
West  Indian  interest  would  not  stop  here  ; 
as  a  demand  for  an  additional  quantity  of 
British  brandy  would  create  a  market  for 
a  proportionate  quantity  of  sugar  and  oxh 
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lasses,  those    being  the    materials  from 
which  the  best  imitation  of  foreign  bran- 
dy can  be  produced,  i    It   is  proper  to* 
mention,  that  the  present  embargo  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  will  throw  a 
large  quantity  of  Hum  on  tlie  market  of 
the  mother  country,  which  aifords  an  ad- 
ditional inducement  to  your  Committee  to 
recommend  any  measure  likely  to  increase 
the  home  consumption  of  thai  spirit. — ^The 
re-exportation  from  this  country  of  the 
Brandy  brought  in  on  license,  is  not  con- 
siderable;   the   north   of  Europe    being 
chiefly  supplied  by  the  prize  spirits.     No 
duty  is  retained  on  the  re-export  to  Europe 
except  the  war  duty  of  12  and  \  per-cent. 
on  the  customs,  or  about  1  {  per  gallon  ; 
to  which  the  act  enforcing  the  late  Orders 
in  Council  has  added  a  duty  of  %d.  per 
gallon.     In  some  instances  it  may  be  ex- 
ported duty  free.    This  trade  has  enjoyed 
these  advantages  only  since  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  warehousmg  system ;   as,  be- 
fore that  period.  Rum  alone  could  be  ex- 
ported without  duty  ;  the  consequence  is, 
that  Rum  must  have  lost  what  the  other 
spirit  gained  in  the  export  trade. — ^The 
most  obvious  mode  of  preventing  the  im- 
portation and  use  of  foreign  spirits,  would 
be  by  a  law  of  direct  prohibition.     Mr. 
Frewin  states,  that  the  difficulty  of  pre- 
venting smuggling  would  not  be  rendered 
greater  than  at  present,  even  by  a  total 
prohibition  of  the  trade ;  and  Mr.  Jack- 
son thinks  that  the  contraband  trade  might 
be    more   eflectually   checked    under    a 
change  of  system,  than  by  adhering  to 
the   present  mode  of  granting  licences 
and  imposing  high  duties.    But  in  case  it 
should  be  deemed  more  expedient  to  adopt 
the  mode  oflaying  on  an  high  additional 
duty,  the  revenue  might  receive  its  com- 
pensation for  the  diminished  consumption 
of  foreign  spirits,  in  part  by  the  increased 
consumption  of  British-made  or  colonial 
spirits,  which  at  a  lower  price  would  more 
than  replace  the  quantity  of  that  diminish- 
ed importation,  and  in  part  by  the  increased 
amount  of  theduty  on  that  reduced  quantity 
of  foreign  spirits,  which  would  even  under 
these   circumstances  continue  to  be  con- 
sumed.   Actuated  by  these  considerations, 
your  Committee  recommend,  either  that 
the  importation  and  use  of  foreign  spirits 
should  be  prohibited  during  the  war,  or 
tbat  the  duties  of  custom  and  excise  on  all 
such  spirits  imported  should  be,  greatly  in- 
creased ;  and  in  the  latter  case,  they  also 
submit  that  it  would  be  highly  expedient 
to  lay  a  heavy  duty  on  th«ir  re-exportation 


to  any  part  of  the  world. — ^Your  Commit- 
tee concehing  that  the  greatest  encourage- 
ment which  could  be  given  to  the  con- 
sumption of  Rum,  would  be  to  equalize  the 
duties  on  that  article  and  British  spirits, 
examined  several  witnesses  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  the  probable  eflects  of  such  a 
measure.  The  evidence  shews,  that  very 
great  relief  would  thus  be  aftbrded  to  the 
planter;  but  it  is  objected,  on  the  part  of 
the  distillei-8,  that  they  could  not  stand  the 
competition,  and  that  material  injury,  if 
not  entire  ruin  to  their  trade,  would  be 
the  consequence.  If  so,  permanent  injury 
would  also  be  done  to  the  market  for  grain, 
which  is  now  afforded  by  the  distilleries. 
Your  Committee  therefore  refrain  from  re- 
commending the  equalization  of  the  duties 
on  Rum  and  British  spirits,  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  house. — ^Your  Committee 
are  proceeding  in  the  examination  of  other 
matters,  which  they  conceive  to  be  included 
in  the  order  of  the  house,  and  hope  to  be 
enabled  shortly  to  lay  a  third  report  on 
your  table.  They  are  induced  to  present 
this  report  separately,  not  only  because  it 
relates  to  a  separate  and  distinct  object, 
but  also,  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  act- 
ing upon  the  recommendation  contained  in 
it. 

Third  Report  from  tbe  Committee  on 
THE  Distillation  of  Sucar  and  Mo- 
lasses.— Ordered  to  hepriaud  lOth  June, 
1808. 

The  Committee  appomted  to  enquire, 
and  report,  how  far,  and  under 
what  circumstances,  it  may  be 
practicable  and  expedient  to  con- 
tine  the  Distilleries  of  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  use  of  Sugar  and 
Molasses  only  ;  and  also  what 
other  Provision  can  be  made  for 
the  Relief  of  the  Growers  of  Sugar 
in  the  British  West  India  Colo- 
nies ;  and  to  report  the  same,  with 
their  Observations  and  Opinion 
thereupon,  from  time  to  time,  to 
tfie  House :— and  who  were  em- 
powered to  report  the  Minutes  of 
the  Evidence  taken  before  them ; — 

Have,  pursuant  to  the  Oi-der  of  the 
House,  further  examined  the  Matters  to 
them  referred  ;  and  have  come  to  the 
following  Report : 

IN  the  further  consideration  of  the  ex- 
tensive subject  referred  to  your  Committee, 
it  has  appeared  to  them,  that  ia  the  event 
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t)f  a  discontinuance  of  the  embargo  at 
present  imposed  by  the  U.  States  of  Ame- 
rica, material  rehef  might  be  afforded  to 
the  West  India  Colonies,  by  some  rela^ca- 
tion  of  the  restrictions  to  which  their  trade 
^ith  that  country  is  at  present  subjected. 
This  trade  is,  under  certain  limitations, 
permitted  by  law,  and  appeai-s  to  be  of  the 
greatest  importance  for  securing  to  the  is- 
lands, during  war,  regular  and  adequate  sup- 
ply of  provisions  and  lumber,  by  which  lat- 
ter term  is  meant,  the  various  descriptions 
of  timber  u§ed  for  buildings  and  packages 
for  produce.  By  far  th?  greatest  portion 
of  these  supplies  has  been  hithertoimported 
in  American  vessels,  and  paid  for  partly  in 
rum  and  a  very  small  quantity  of  molasses 
(the  only  articles  6f  their  growth  which 
the  colonists  are  allowed  to  barter),  and 
partly  in  specie  and  bills  of  exchange. 
The  fatter  mode  of  payment  is  greatly  pre- 
ferred by  the  Americans,  ^\ho  generally 
insist  upon  it,  and  will  dispose  of  then- 
cargoes  at  a  considerably  less  price  wheti 
it  can  be  obtained.  The  West  Indies  are 
as  solicitous  to  barter,  and  are  often  obliged 
to  press  their  rum  and  molasses  on  the 
American  merchant  at  a  great  disadvan- 
tage, in  order  to  get  the  articles  off  their 
hands,  and  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  selling 
produce  in  the  Islands  at  a  losing  price  to 
raise  money  for  their  purchasee.  It  ap* 
pears  however  in  evidence  i>efore  your 
Committee,  that  not  above  on^-third  of  the 
supplies  imported  from  America  are  paid 
for  in  this  manner. — ^The  cause  of  the  pre- 
ference thus  «hewn  by  the  merchaots  of 
th^  U.  States  to  amode  of  paynvent  so  dis- 
tressing to  the  otb^  party,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  limited  demand  mt  rUm  and  mo- 
Is^es,  as  compared  with  the. value  of  the 
articles  imported,  and  in  the  advantage 
which  money  and  \A\U  of  exchan^  afford 
in  the  unrestraified  intercourse  which  they 
aire  allowed  to  carry  on  \Vith  the  enemy  s 
colonies.  It  has  been  their  practice  to 
flail  thither  with  the  money  of  which  they 
have  drained  the  Bi-itish  West  Indies,  and 
to  jpttrchase  with  it  sv^ar»  molasses,  and 
coftee,to  return  with  these  articles  to  their 
own  country,  and  then  to  export  the  sur- 
plus, beyond  the  demand  of  the  Ameiican 
market,  to  every  part  of  the  continent  of 
Eurppe.  One  of  tne  chief  causes  of  the  dis- 
tress of  the  British  colonist  is  to  be  traced  to 
this  source.  His  produce,  loaded  with  war 
charges,  has  been  brought  home  to  a 
glutted  market,  there  to  be  sold  at  low 
prices,  while  the  produce  of  the  enemy, 
carried  in  neutral  bottoms^  at  expences 


tittle  exceeding  the  ordinary  chai^ges  of 
peace,  has  securely  reached  tfie  continental 
market,  supplanting  thereby  the  Spc^iafa 
trader  who  could  notstand  the  competition, 
under  the  complicated  disadvantages  at- 
tending his  traffic.    The  free  communica- 
tion which  has  existed  between  the  Ame- 
ricans ami  the  enemy's  colonies  has  ena- 
bled the  latter  to  procure  their  necessary 
supplies  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  they 
can  be  obtained  at  in  our  islands.    The 
truth  of  this  assertion  is  proved  by  a  s«b- 
ment  of  the  comparative  prices  of  lumba 
and  provisions  in  Martinique  and  Trinidad, 
given  in  evidence  by  Mr.  Marry  at,  and 
by  an  account  delivered  in  Mr.  Wedder- 
butn,  of  the  prices  of  the  same  articles  is 
the  island  of  Jamacia. — It  appears  by  ibe 
Evidence  cohtained  in  the  Appendix,  and 
seems  naturally  to  foll6w  IVom  the  abofve 
statement,   that  a  permission    to    barter 
sugar  and  coffee,  as  well  as  ruin  and  mo- 
lasses, foV  the  lumber  and  provisions  im- 
ported in  neutral  bottoms,  it  coapled  witii 
the  adoption  of  measures  of  encreased 
rigour,  with    regafd    to    the    conuaene 
carried  on  by  the  enemy's  islands,  vroold 
effectually  relieve  the  planter  from  the 
evils  h^  now  so  justly  complains  t>t.    He 
would  not  only  be  fVeed  fr6m  the  htconte- 
niences  that  flow  from  the  restrictSons  im- 
posed  on  his  tr^de,  and  tfie  immediate 
losses  thus  brought  upon  fiim,  but  wfiat  is 
of  paramount  importance,  a  ne^^  market 
would  be  opened,  which  won  Id  annoalff 
take  oif  a  great  portion  of  that  produce, 
the  forced  accumulation  of  Which  in  the 
martlet  of  the  mother  country  he  has  le 
grievously  felt.     Your  "Committee  caBfict 
too  strongly  pi-ess  upon  the  attetitkia  of 
the  house  the  advantages  that  would  be 
derived  by  the  West  Indian  propHeltRt 
from  the  opening  of  such  an  outlet  Ibr  the 
chief  articles  as  their  produce.      Such  a 
system  is  peculiarly  calculated  to  dimimih 
the  distresses  uncier  which    the   British 
planters    at    present    labour.      It    wookl 
relieve  the  home  market,  and  would  mate- 
rially tend  to  substitute,  in  consumptioii, 
the  productions  of  the  British  fof  those  <^ 
the  French  colonies. — ^Although  the  per- 
mission to  barter  sugar  and  cofiee,  in  ex- 
change for  lumber  and  provisions,  would 
be  productive  of  advantage,  even  if  nnac- 
companied  by  the  other  measni-es  to  whidi 
your  Committee  have  alluded,  they  cannot 
hope,  that  it  would  be  followed  by  any 
very  extiensive  benefits,  unless  aaase  fbr- 
ther  check  should  be  imposed  oO  the  inters 
course  between  the  U.  Suites  and  the  ^ 
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my's  po«jeS8ioii«.  That  inbercowMe  which 
originated  in  the  natal  inferiority  of 
France,  has  been  prodtictrre  of  so  many 
ddvantaget  to  the  Americans,  that,  while 
it  continoes  to  subsist,  they  will  not  be  in- 
duced to  abandon  the  profitable  practkre 
of  draining  our  islands  of  specie  m  order 
to  purchase  at  an  advantage  fDreign  colo- 
nial produce.  A  recurrence,  however,  to 
the  rule  of  the  war  of  1756,  or  a  blockade 
general  or  partial  of  the  hostile  colonies, 
would  nwiteriafly  alter  the  case.  Under 
such  a  change  in  the  poHcy  of  Great 
Britain,  the  interraption  of  their  traflllc  with 
the  French  islands  would  compel  them  to 
resort  to  the  British  colonies,  and  a  trade 
advantageous  to  the  enemy  would  be  suc- 
ceeded by  one  Conducive  to  the  prosperity 
of  this  kmgdom. — ^Your  Committee  felt  it 
to  be  their  duty  to  enquire  into  the  manner 
iin  which  a  permission  to  barter  the  above- 
mentioned  articles  with  ncutrah  might 
arflect  his  majesty's  North  American  tolo- 
nies  and  the  Gripping  imcrcst  of  thia  conn- 
tty.  Most  of  the  objections  that  were 
pressed  on  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
by  the  witnesses  who  were  examined  on 
tttis  part  of  the  ffubject,  apply  to  the  ex- 
istence of  any  imercourse  whatever  be- 
tween the  British  West  Indies  and  the  U. 
States  in  neutral  bottoms.  As  such  an 
rntercourse,  established  by  law,  actually 
exisV*  yourCommittee  felt  themselves  pre- 
cluded from  entering  on  that  extt?nsive 
and  important  subject  of  investigation. 
They  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  submitted 
to  them  by  the  house,  and  they  felt  that 
to  report  upon  it  would  be  to  exceed  the 
Ytttiit&  of  th^ir  instmctions.  Tliey  did  not, 
however,  refuse  to  admit  on  tlieir  minutes 
some  answers  perhaps  irrelevant  to  the 
subject  matter  of  their  enquiry,  as  these 
answers  were  eailiestly  and  repeatedly- 
pressed  by  those  who  gave  them,  as  being 
of  importance  to  the  interests  witli  which 
tbey  afe  tjomiected.  It  has  been  objected, 
rtiatt  fhe  permission  will  operate  as  a  dis- 
couragement tio  the  produce  and  commerce 
of  our  North  American  colonies,  by  giving 
a  greater  stability  to  an  intercourse,  the 
existence  of  which  is  stated  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  their  weMare ;  vand  that  it  will 
injui^  the  shipping  interest,  by  affording 
a  strong  temptation  to  the  continued  em- 
ployment of  neutral  vessels  in  a  trade,  to 
a  participation  in  which  it  is  asseited  they 
never  dught  to  have  been  admitted.  It  is 
urged,  that  these  efiects  are  likely  to  fbl- 
low,  even  llhotigh  the  quantity  of  suj^r  and 
cuflbe  to  tie  exported  from  the  islands 


should  be  strictly  confined  to  mere 
barter  for  tiie  value  of  the  lumber  and 
provisions  received  "from  the  United  States« 
Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  observe, 
that  a  variation  in  the  mode  of  payment 
cannot  thus  aHect  either  the  coh>nial  or 
the  shipping  interests  of  the  kingdom.  An 
intercourse  is  actvally  permitted  between 
the  Islands  and  tlie  United  States,  by 
winch  the  former  have  been  chiefiy  fur^ 
nished  with  the  lumber  and  provisions 
they  required;  and  a  reference  to  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Lyon  will  shew  how  small 
a  quantity  of  the  supplies  have  been  pro- 
cured from  his  majesty'^  North  American 
possessions,  or  have  been  imported  in  Brit- 
ish shipping,  tt  is  presumed  that^  during 
the  war  at  least,  there  exists  no  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  British  government  of 
d  isturbing  this  connection.  Hie  proposed 
variation  in  the  mode  of  payment,  if  its 
amount  be  restricted  within  the  limits  of 
mere  exchange,  and  the  export  of  the  arti- 
cles be  confined  to  the  vessels  bringing  the 
supplies,  cannot  increase  the  quantity  of 
neutral  shipping,  or  materially  discourage 
the  cultivation  of  our  possessions  on  the 
continent  of  America.  Should  it  even 
partially  have  these  effects,  let  the  great 
pessibfe  advantages  on  the  one  hand  be 
set  against  the  utmost  extent  of  the  appre- 
hended loss  on  the  other,  and  it  is  con- 
ceived that  the  house  win  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  forming  its  judgment.  As  to  the 
shipping  interest,  it  b  obvious  tiiat  a  forced 
diminution  of  the  cultivation  of  tbose 
Islands  would  be  of  the  greatest  injury, 
while  a  measure  tending  to  prevent  such  a 
reduction  must  be  of  the  greatest  benefit, 
in  as  far  as  it  must  leave  them  at  present 
Uie  continuance  of  their  outward  freights 
undiminished,  and  secure  to  them  the 
whole  of  the  homeward  freights  in  the 
event  of  a  return  of  peace. — ^With  the 
view  your  Committee  have  taken  of  the 
whole  of  the  question  under  their  consi- 
deration, tbey  cannot  but  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  the  hdlise  the  expediency  of  per- 
mitting the  proprietors  of  West  India  es- 
tates to  barter  sugar  and  coffee,  as  well  as 
rum  and  molasses,  for  the  lumber  and  pro- 
visions imported  in  neutral  vessels  during 
the  war.  Should  no  objections,  arising  out 
of  considerations  of  ceneral  policy  (on 
which  it  is  not  within  the  province  of  your 
Committee  to  ^e  any  opmion)  occur  to 
prevent  the  adoption  cf  strt)nger  measures 
to  interrupt  the  intercourse  between  the 
enemy's  colonies  and  the  United  *States, 
ywtt  Committee  wodd  recommend  that 
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recourse  should  be  had  to  some  such  sys- 
tem. Spch  a  change  in  our  policy  would 
produce  the  greatest  benefit  to  our  colo* 
nies,  and  would  transfer  to  them  Ihe  ad- 
vantages which  the  war  has  hitherto  pro« 
cured  for  those  of  the  enemy. 

FouaTH  Repoiit  from  the  Comm rmBE  on 
THE  Distillation  of  Sugar  and  Mo- 
lasses, &c. — Ordered  to  be  printed  22d 
June,  1808. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire^ 
and   report,  how   far,  and   under 
what  Circumstances,  it  may    be 
practicable  and  expedient  to  con- 
fine the  Distilleries  of  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  use  of  Sugar  and 
Molasses  only ;     and   also  what 
other  Provision  can  be  made  for 
the  Relief  of  the  Growers  of  Sugar 
in  the  British  West  India  Colo- 
nies ;  and  to  report  the  same,  with 
their    Observations    and    Opinion 
thereupon,  from  time  to  time,  to 
the  House  : — and  who  were  em- 
powered to  report  the  Minutes  of 
the  Evidence  taken  before  them  ; — 
Have,  pursuant  to  the   Order  of  the 
House,  further  ^amined  the  matters  to 
them  i*eferred  ;    and  have  agreed  to  the 
following  Report : 

YOUfiCommittee  next  proceeded  to  en- 
quire whether  any  and  what  Relief  might  be 
afToi-ded  to  the  colonies,  by  reducing  the 
prohibitory  duty  on  the  importation  of 
refined  sugar,  to  a  duly  which  should  be 
merely  equivalent  to  thai  on  raw  sugar. — 
It  may  be  proper  to  premise,  that  there  is 
a  process. called  claying,  which  docs  not 
subject  the  sugar  to  the  prohibitory  duty, 
and  roake^  it  liable  only  to  an  additional 
duty  of  4«.  per  cwt.,  which  is  not  more 
than  proportionate  to  its  additional  value. 
This  is,  however,  not  what  is  meant  by 
refined,  which  is,  properly  speaking,  sugar 
that  has  undergone  solution,  and  a  fresh 
granulation,  and  such  sugar  is  charged 
with  a  duty  of  8/.  Ss,  per  cwt. ;  which 
acts  as  an  absolute  prohibition  of  its  im- 
port.— ^The  advantages  which  the  planter 
would  derive  from  refining  his  sugar,  before 
he  imports  it,  are  these  : — First,  The  im- 
mense loss  would  be  avoided  which  now 
arises  from  drainage  in  the  passage, 
amounting  to  nearly  one-eighth  of  the 
whole.  This  loss  to  the  planter,  if  sugar 
be  estimated  at  its  shipment  at  the  low 
rate  of  25s.  peir  cwt.  is  not  less  on  the  whole 


importation  than  600,000/.  per  aonnm.     It 
is  indeed  alledged,  that  this  loss  might  be 
avoided  by  claying,  but  it  appears  thai 
the  process  of  claying  is  not  applicable  to 
all  sugars^  and,  from  its  increasing  disuse, 
it  seems  to  be  regarded  as  by  no  means 
beneficial. — ^Anottier  benefit  to  tbepUoler 
would  arise  from  the  great  increase  of  bis 
distillery  ;  for  every  cwt.  of  sugar  refined 
would  furnish  materials  for  the  distillatioo 
of  nearly  three  galls,  of  rum,  and  th'isad^ 
tiooal  distillation  would  be  accompsaed 
by  no  additional  expence. — A  third  bemh 
to  be  expected  by  the  planter  would  bt 
the  reduction  of  his  home  freight.     At 
present  the  ships  on  an  average   obtain 
barely  one-third  of  a  freight  out,  and  are 
therefore  obligeii  to  charge  two-tliirdi  of 
their  freight  out  on  their  freight  iMHoe 
Should  the  refinery  take  place  to  any  con- 
siderable extent,  there  would   be  a  large 
export  of  coals  and  utensils.     Besides,  ai 
the  freight  home  is  paid  not  on  the  sugar 
that  is  taken  on  board,  but  on  what  is 
landed,  it  follows  that  the  freight  of  thai 
eighth  of  the  sugar  which  is  lost  on  tbe 
passage  must  be  charged  on  the  remainder. 
Were  this  waste  avoided,  it  is  obvious  that 
on  this  accouut  only  tiie    freight   home 
might  be  reduced  one-eighth,  without  loa 
to  the  ship-owner,  and  tiii^  would  be,  at 
the  present  rate  of  freight,  a  saving  to  the 
planter  of  about  300,000/.  ou   his  wbok 
import. — Lastly,  a  benefit  of  no  small  im- 
portance may  arise  to  the  colonies  frua 
the  number  of  Europeans  which  would  be 
wanted  in  various  capacities  for  the  refine- 
rv ;  and^by  this  means  would  be  obfiaird 
the  alaituing  decrease  of  white  popo/atim, 
which  the  present  distress  of  the  cokuncs 
cannot  fiat il  to  accelerate.     To  this  mav  be 
added,  that  the  refinery  would  fumi^  lo 
a  considerable  number  of  the  negroes  an 
employment    superior   to    that    of  field 
labour,  and   thereby   contribute   to  that 
^adation  among  them,  on  which  tbdr 
improvement  and  well   being    ao    muck 
depends. — To  the  shipping  interest  it  doe* 
not  appear  that  any  injury  could  po^bly 
occur:    histead  of  a  cwt.  of  raw  sugar«  the 
freight  home  would  be  56lbs.  of  refined, 
22lbs.of  bastard  sugar,and  three  gall.of  ran, 
which  is  at  least  equivalent! — With  regard 
to  the  Revenue,  it  is  clear  that  if  the  duty 
laid  on  the  refined  sugar  and  the  bastanl 
should  e(|ual  in  amount  that  of  the  law 
sugar  which  produced  .  it,  no  loss  could 
arise.    In  some  other  points  of  riew  the 
alteration  would  be  beneficial  to  the  leva- 
nue,    The  waste  being  ayoidedi,  a  greater 
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quantity  would  arrive,  and  arriving  at  no 
additional  expence,  it  might  be  afforded 
cheaper.  The  consumption  thereby  pro- 
moted, the  duties  must  also  increase.  'The 
revenue  would  also  gain  in  another  way. 
It  has  been  found  impossible  to  prevent 
the  molasses  produced  in  the  refinery 
from  getting  illegally  into  distillation,  by 
which  the  revenue  is  materially  injured. 
No  such  consequence  could  result  from 
molasses  pro<luced  in  the  West  Indies,  as 
the  article  is  not  of  sufficient  value  to  pay 
the  charge  of  importation. — It  has  been 
observed,  that  the  planter  loses  one-eighth 
of  his  produce  ;  one-eighth  of  his  capital 
may  therefore  be  regarded  as  unproduc- 
tive. The  same  remark  applies  to  the 
shipping ;  being  obliged  to  take  on  board 
a  quantity  of  sugar,  equal  to  one-eighth, 
which  does  not  arrive,  it  follows  that  one- 
eighth  of  the  West  India  shipping  is  also 
unproductive.  Capital,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, not  only  detracts  fnim  the 
income  of  uidividuals,  but  is  so  much  loss 
of  national  stock ;  and  in  this  light  must 
be  regarded  the  two  sums  before  stated, 
making  an  aggregate  loss  to  individuals 
and  to  the  nation  of  900,000/,  annually. — 
It  is  next  to  be  considered,  what  effect 
such  alteration  of  the  duty  would  have  on 
the  domestic  refinery,  for  encouragement 
of  which  it  was  obviously .  first  imposed. 
In  as  far  as  the  colonial  refinery  might  be 

Promoted  by  such  alteration,  there  can 
e  no  doubt  but  the  domestic  refinery 
must  decrease ;  and  if  this  eflect  were  ex- 
tensive and  immediate,  the  greatest  injury 
could  not  fail  to  arise  to  those,  who,  on  the 
faith  of  existing  laws,  had  embarked  their 
capitals  in  these  establishments. — Presum- 
ing that  the  house  would  not  entertain  a 
measure  which  could  have  such  an  ejflfect, 
without  at  the  same  time  entertaining  a 
consideration  of  compensation  to  the  indi- 
viduals who  might  be  injured  by  it,  your 
Committee  thought  it  incumbent  on  them 
to  make  enquiry  as  to  the  amount  of  these 
capitals  and  the  nature  of  their  investment. 
— ^It  is  stated  that  there  were,  two  years 
ago,  304 refining  Pans  in  employ  inLon- 
don  alone,  but  that  70  of  these  are  now 
out  of  employ.  The  number  of  pans  in 
other  parts  of  the  United  Empire  are  sup- 
posed to  be  240,  and  it  is  presumed  that 
an  equal  proportion  of  these,  viz.  46, 
are  from  the  same  causes  now  unemployed. 
The  total  then  would  be  488  pans  in  em- 
ploy, and  1 16  out  of  employ. — ^The  capital 
requisite  for  each  pan  is  stated  to  be  3,000/. 
of  .which  two-thirds  are  allotted  to  the 


buildings,  and  one-third  to  the  utensils. 
To  keep  a  pan  at  work,  a  further  capital 
of  6,000/.  in  London,  and  a  larger  sum  in  ^ 
the  out-ports,  is  requisite  for  the  purchase 
of  sugar,  and  to  discharge  the  current  ex* 
pences.  But  this  latter  capital  does  not 
come  into  the  present  view,  as  it  would 
not  be  engaged  were  the  refinery  to  stop. 
Allowing  the  3,000/.  for  each  pan,  it 
would  amount  to  1,464,000/.  for  those  that 
are  in  employ,  and  348,000/.  for  those 
which  are  out  of  employ.  But  as  this 
latter  capital  may  perhaps  at  any  rate  not 
become  again  productive,  it  would  hardly 
be  reasonable  to  allow  for  it  as  though  it 
were  so  at  present,  and  perhaps  halt  the 
value  only  might  be  considered  as  liable 
to  depreciation.  This  deduction  would 
leave  the  total  of  the  buildings  and  utensils 
subjected  to  loss  at  1,638,000/.  this  would 
not  however  be  total  loss,  for  many  of  the 
buildings  would  be  convertible  to  other 
purposes,  and  of  all  the  site  and  materials 
would  retain  their  value,  neither  would 
the  utensils  be  entirely  lost.  An  estimate 
of  this  nature  cannot  be  expected  to  be  ex- 
act, but  it  is  perhaps  not  wide  of  the  mark 
to  say,  that  the  total  eventual  loss  would 
be  one-half  of  their  cost,  or  819,000/. — 
Your  Committee  thought  it  right  to  present 
to  the  house  the  extreme  case,  in  order  to 
shew  that  even  the  extreme  case  could  not 
occasion  a  loss  equal  to  that  which'ariset 
annually  in  the  present  system. — ^This  ex- 
tremity could,  however,  hardly  occur. 
Your  Committee  have  already  observed, 
that  in  a  matter  so  new,  it  is  impossible  tCK 
say  what  difficulties  might  arise,  entirely 
to  obstruct  the  progress  of  refinery  in  the 
West  Indies.  At  any  rate  it  is  probable, 
that  from  want  of  capital  there,  such  pro- 
gress would  be  very  gradual,  and  that  the 
colonial  refinery  would  at  last  be  confined 
to  such  sugars  as  are  exposed  to  the  great- 
est waste  in  the  passage,  and  are  least  able 
to  pay  their  freight  in  a  raw  state.  Thus 
it  may  be  supposed  that  ultimately  not 
above  one-half  of  the  domestic  refineries 
would  be  superseded  by  those  of  the  West 
Indies  ;  and  therefore  not  above  half  the 
above-mentioned  injury  could  arise,  and 
even  this  would  be  rendered  less  by  its 
being  gradual,  and  in  great  part  remote. — 
So  much  however  is  certain,  that  in  as  far 
as  the  measure  shall  produce  any  efiect, 
that  effect  will  be  highly  beneficial  to  the 
planter  and  the  nation,  and  that  the  bene- 
fits arising  from  it,  will  furnish  ample  funds 
for  compensating  any  injury  that  it  could 
produce.     On  the  other  hand^  should  tht 
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refinery  not  soeceed  in  the  West  Indies,  it 
cannot  be  imagined  that  from  an  nnsuc- 
cess^l  speculation  an  j  serious  injury  could 
arise  to  the  refiners  of  this  country .-r-In 
the  coarse  of  thenr  enquiries,  it  has  ap* 
peared  obvious  to  your  Coamittee,  that 
effectual  relief  to  tHe  West  Indian  colonies 
was  only  to  be  expected  in  one  of  the 
three  •ftnlowing  ways :  a  change  of  their 
staple  commodity.  Sugar,  for  some  more 
lucrative  produce ;  a  reduction  of  the  ex- 
pences  attending  its  cultivation  and  sale  ; 
or  an  advance  of  price,  whether  afiected 
by  an  increase  of  tne  demand  or  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  supply.  The  first  of  these 
modes  has  been  represented  as  impracti- 
cable, and  if  it  be  practicable,  it  could  not 
be  effected  to  so  great  an  extent,  and 
within  so  short  a  time,  as  to  prevent  the 
ruin  of  a  great  proportion  of  West  Indian 
proprietors.  Difficulties  nearly  equal  have 
oeen  alledffed  to  exist,  in  the  way  of  an 
efficient  reduction  of  the  expence  attend- 
ing the  cultivation  and  sale  of  colonial 
produce;  and  against  opening  new  mar- 
kets in  any  of  the  modes  hitherto  proposed, 
a  pertinacious  struggle  has  been  maintained 
by  different  parties,  each  of  them  respec- 
tively jealous  of  the  alterations  suggested 
in  the  present  system,  as  likely  to  be  in- 
jurious to  their  particular  interests.  As  to 
a  diminution  of  the  supply,  it  could  not  be 
efiected  without  loss,  except  by  the  dis- 
covery of  some  profitable  mode  of  em- 
ploying the  labour  of  the  negroes,  which 
(as  is  above  stated)  has  not  yet  been  de- 
vised ;  and  this  object,  even  if  it  had  been 
otherwise  attainable,  must  have  been  de- 
feated by  the  great  increase  of  colonial 
produce  created  by  our  recent  conquests. — 
Under  such  circumstances,  your  Commit- 
tee could  not  but  favourably  entertain  the 
consideration  of  a  plan  for  employing 
Mgar  in  fattening  cattle.  The  advantages 
cf  this  scheme,  supposing  the  success  to  be 
but  moderately  answerwle  to  the  expec- 
tations formed,  are  obvioos  and  peculiar ; 
the  relief  it  offers  would  be  of  the  most 
desirable  kind,  that  of  opening  a  new  source 
of  consumption; — within  ourselves,  and 
therefore  tndependant  of  external  acci- 
dents, or  war ;  not  interfering  with  the  in- 
terest of  any  body  of  men  whatever ;  ex- 
tensive in  proportion  to  the  degree  in  which 
it  should  prove  beneficial  to  those  great 
classes,  the  foeders  and  consumers  oT  cat- 
tle ;  and  on  the  favourable  supposition  of 
eminent  success,  it  would  be  attended  with 
this  especial  advanta^,  that  whatever  in- 
Gteastt  of  the  price  of  sugar  might  be  oc- 


casioned by  the  increased  consuni] 
firom  this  cause,  the  burthen  would 
generally  on  the  whole  country,  and  d 
perhaps  be  even  compensated  by  a  n 
tion  in  the  price  of  cattle,  arising  froi 
improvement  in  the  mode  of  feeding  t 
The  positive  evidence  in  favour  of 
plan  cannot  be  stated  as  very  strong ; 
indeed  could  such  be  expected,  whil 
public  attention  has  not  beeh  immedi 
called  to  the  subject,  and  experin 
have  been  so  discouraged  by  the  co 
the  material,  as  to  prevent  their  ba 
been  tried  to  any  satisfectory  extent,  i 
sufficient  variety  to  ascertain  accara 
either  the  absolute  or  the  comparative 
vantage  of  the  practice.  A  nearly  uni 
sal  current  of  opinion  may  howerei 
alledged  in  support  of  it ;  nor  would  i 
difficult  to  produce  high  commenda 
authorities  from  writers  upon  the  sub 
of  aliment  in  almost  every  countiy,  i 
which  the  observations  of  die  best  info 
ed  colonists  entirely  agree.  The  appai 
results  fit)m  the  evidence  of  an  honoun 
member  of  this  house  appeardiscouragii 
but  it  does  not  seem  impossible  to  accc 
for  them,  without  concluding  against 
general  effect  of  sugar  given  in  iaii 
quantities  and  in  a  less  diluted  form.  1 
periments,  which  it  is  hoped  will  pre 
more  decisive,  are  about  to  be  instituti 
As  however  it  is  evident,  that  ereo  t 
present  price  of  sugar,  swelled  «•  it  is  I 
the  duty,  must  prove  an  insuperaWe  b 
to  its  aitoption  for  this  purpose,  your  Cob 
mittee  thought  it  adviseable  to  enqon 
into  the  possibility  of  admitting  a  ^^i*^ 
back,  to  be  received  on  all  »^T^ 
without  risk  to  the  present  reveDne,w»ic 
appears  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Frewin  t 
form  the  only  ground  of  doubt  concermn 
the  allowance.— On  private  apphcauw 
Mr.  Parkes,  a  very  iBtelligent  prwtia 
chemist,  took  the  subject  into  coBoderi 
tion,  and  in  a  manner  very  creditable 
his  public  spirit,  undertook  a  comse^)^ 
periments,  and  has  detailed  in  a  ^^r^. 
and  able  paper  (which  will  be fomd  mW 
evidence)  several  substances,  fHiicnapp*^ 
capable  of  being  so  united  ^»*"?^^^ 
prevent  its  being  again  used  ®*r^|, 
common  economical  purpose*,  or  in 
for  distillation,  and  from  which  M^ 
be  again  separated  without  very  o^T" 
ble  skill,  difficulty,  and  ?P^^  i^ 
same  time,  not  injuring,  as  is  "W^'^^. 
nutritive  oualities.— Th«t  thofijj^^ 
ments  are  however  absolutely  ooj^  ^ 
or  of  themselves  form  a  safficien*  o^ 
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I  legislatire  provision,   your  Committee 
piean  not  to  affirm,  and  therefore  do  not 
It  present   recommend    the    indulgence 
dluded  to ;  but  they  regard  the  magni- 
tude of  the  subject,  and  the  prospect  of 
mccess,  as  sufficient  to  justify  their  having 
intered  on  the  enquiry,  and  to  warrant 
^eir  hope,  that  betore  the  next  session  of 
parliament  it  may  be  prosecuted  with  such 
iiiigence  and  zeal  as  completely  to  deve- 
lope  the    truth. — ^Your    Committee    are 
ptware,  that  relief  to  the  growers  of  sugar 
has  been  looked  for  and  solicited  in  a  re- 
duction of  the  duty  paid  on  the  British 
consumption  of  that  article.     Upon  this 
subject  It  has  not  been  judged  necessary 
to  collect  specific  evidence.     It  is  suffi- 
ciently obvious,  that  the  duty  in  this,  as  in 
other  cases,  ought  to  be  so  proportioned  as 
to  fall  entirely  upon  the  consumer,  whereas 
it  is  certain,  that  for  some  years  past,  the 
tax  on  sugar  has  been  borne,  not  by  the 
consumer,  but  by  the  cultivator.     It  is 
equally  certain,  that  excessive  duties  are 
apt  to  check  consumption.     If  a  quantity 
jof  sugar,  considci*ably  exceeding  the  aver- 
age ordinary  quantity  consumed  in  the 
tinited  kingclom,  coulo,  at  a  reduced  price, 
be  forced  mto  consumption,  the  revenue; 
in  effecting  that  object  by  -lowering  the 
rate  of  duty,  might  nnd  a  compensation  in 
the  extension  of  that  duty  to  the  additional 
consumption.     But  the  planter,  it  is  evi- 
dent   under    his    present    circumstances, 
however  desirable  the  object  may  be  to 
him,  is  unable  to  bear  that  it  should  be  ac- 
complished at  his  expence,  for  even  now 
receiving  no  return  of  profit  by  the  present 
price,  the  only  expedient  in  his  power 
ivould  be  to  reduce  in  a  ruinous  manner 
his  cultivation  to  that  point,  which  should 
proportion  the  supply  to  the  existing  de- 
mand of  the  mother  couhtry.     To  what 
extent  the  consumption  of  sugar  in  the 
nnited   kingdom  might,  under  judicious 
encouragement,  be  carried,  must  be  matter 
of  conjecture ;  it  appears  in  the  evidence 
before  your  Committee  to  have  been  pro- 
gressive, even  under  the  heavy  accumula- 
tions of  duty,  which  it  has  sustained,  but 
more  rapidly  progressive  under  those  low 
prices  at  which,  with  much  disadvantage 
and  loss  to  the  planter,  it  has  lately  been 
sold. — ^Your  Committee  think  it  necessary 
to  state  (what  the  accounts  produced  be- 
fore them  will  fully  confirm)  that  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  old  British  colonies  has  done 
little  more  than  keep  pace  with  the  ex- 
tension-of  British  consumption,  and  that 
the  excessive  dut  of  the  market  is  impu- 
VoL.  XI.— J/px. 


j  table  chiefly  to  the  admission  of  the  pro- 
I  duce  of  the  conquered  colonies  into  the 
privileges  of  our  own,  at  a  time  too,  when 
access  to  the  foreign  market  was  subjected 
to  unusual  difficulties.  Thus  circum- 
stanced, the  British  colonies  appear  to 
your  Committee  to  have  a  well-grounded 
claim  upon  the  legislature  for  such  regu- 
lations of  duty  on  home  consumption,  and 
of  bounty  on  exportation,  as  may  place 
them  at  least  in  a  situation  as  advantage- 
ous as  that  which  they  would  have  enjoy- 
ed had  they  been  left  in  the  exclusive 
possession  of  the  market  of  this  kingdom. 
Your  Committee  did,  in  the  first  instance, 
propose  a  measure  which,  whilst  it  pro- 
mises some  immediate  relief,  must  only  be 
considered  as  a  temporary  expedient,  but 
they  cannot  refrain  from  pressing,  under 
circumstances  of  such  severe  distress,  the 
necessity  of  a  reduction  of  the  duty,  unless 
some  other  effectual  modes  of  relief  shall 
be  adopted.  They  are  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  if  a  practicable  commutation  of  any 
part  of  the  duty  can  be  devised,  such  a 
reduction  must  afford  relief  to  the  planter, 
either  by  diminishing  his  charges  to  that 
amount,  if  the  market  price  should  con- 
tinue unaltered,  or  by  encreasing  the  num* 
ber  and  competition  of  consumers,  if  the 
price  should  fall. — In  this  view  your  Com- 
mittee recommend  to  the  serious  attention 
of  the  house  a  regulation  of  the  duty  on 
sugar,  to  be  governed  by  the  average  price 
taken  at  stated  periods,  under  the  authority 
and  dire(;tions  of  the  legislature.  A  prin- 
ciple which  they  find  recommended  by  a 
committee  of  the  house  of  commons,,  in 
their  report  presented  24th  July  1 807  ; 
and  again,  with  some  variation  of  detail, 
suggested  in  the  report  of  the  house  of  as- 
sembly of  Jamaica,  dated  13th  November 
1 807. — ^Your  Committee  understand  that  a 
bill,  materially  reducing  the  duty  on 
coffee,  is  now  in  its  progress  through  the 
house,  and  have  not  therefore  thought  it 
necessary  to  enter  into  any  particular  in- 
vestigation on  that  subject.  They  cannot, 
however,  refrain  from  expressing  their 
opinion,  that  this  measure,  in  as  much  as  it 
may  tend  to  increase  the  consumption  of 
coffee,  will  not  only  benefit  the  grower  of 
that  article,  by  relieving  the  market  from 
the  present  glut,  but  may  prove  of  ulti- 
mate advantage  to  the  grower  of  sugar,  by 
withdrawing  a  proportion  of  the  negroes 
to  another  object  of  cultivation.  It  must 
also  tend  to  the  additional  security  of  the 
Islands,  by  increasing  the  number  of  that 
middling  class  of  white   aettlers,  upon 
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whom  their  defence  so  greatly  depends. — 
Your  Committee  having  now  gone  through 
the  consideration  of  all  the  measures  that 
have  been  suggested  to  them  in  pursuance 
of  the  orders  of  the  house,  before  they 
close  their  final  report,  feel  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  state,  that  nothing  has  occurred 
since  their  appointment  which  has  opened 
the  prospect  of  any  improvement  in  the 
situation  of  the  West  Indian  Body ;  and 
therefore  they  cannot  forbear  to  press  on 
the  serious  consideration  of  the  house  the 
several  reports  that  have  been  laid 
your  table. 


on 


First  Report  from  the  Select  Commit- 
tee ON  the  Affairs  of  the  East  India 
Company. — Ordered  to  be  printed  25th 
May  1808. 

The  Select  Committee  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  present  State  of 
the  Affairs  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany,  and  to  report  the  same,  as  it 
shall  appear  to  them,  to  the  Hoose^ 
with  their  Observations  thereupon, 
and  also  to  report  their  Proceed- 
ings from  time  to  time  to  the 
House ;  and  to  whom  several  Ac- 
counts and  other  Papers  presented 
to  the  House,  respecting  the  Reve- 
nues and  Charges,  and  the  com- 
mercial Concerns  of  the  East  India 
Company  ;  and  also  the  Petition 
of  the  United  Company  of  Mer- 
chants of  England  trading  to  the 
East  Indies,  were  severally  refers 
red  : — Have,  pursuant  to  the  Or- 
ders of  the  House  examined  the 
matters  to  them  referred,  and  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  Report. 

The  utmost  diligence  which  your  Com- 
mittee have  been  enabled  to  bestow  upon 
a  subject  of  such  extensive  detail,  as  an 
enquiry  into  "  the  present  state  of  the  Af- 
fairs of  the  East  India  Company,"  would 
not  have  been  sufficient  for  its  full  investi- 
gation within  the  period  which  has  elap- 
sed since  their  appointment,  even  if  many 
of  the  most  necessary  documents,  as  to  the 
state  of  the  Company's  Affaira  in  India, 
had  not  been  received  go  recently  as  to 
preclude  the  possibility  of  their  being 
examined  with  that  decree  of  accuracy, 
care,  and  attention,  which  the  complicated 
nature,  not  less  than  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  indispensably  requires:  your 
Committee  are  still  engaged  in  the  con- 
fuderation  of  the  v^ions  matters  compre- 


hended in  the  general  object  of  their  en- 
quiry, and  will  from  time  to  time  submit 
their  observations  thereupbn  to  the  house; 
but  in  consequence  of  the  Petition  which 
the  Company  have  presented  to  the  house, 
and  which  has  been  referred  to  your  com- 
mittee, they  have  deemed  it  advisable,  ia 
the  first  instance,  to  advert  to  the  allega-* 
tions  of  that  Petition,  including  not  only 
those  which  refer  exclusively  to  the  ba- 
lance claimed  by  the  Company  as  owing 
to  them  by  the  public,  but  also  such  as  re- 
late to  the  general  state  of  their  affiurs, 
and  to  report  upon  the  same,  as  far  as  the 
progress  which  your  Committee  have  been  . 
enabled  to  make  in  their  enquiry,  has,  in 
their  apprehension,  justified  the  Observa* 
tions  which  they  now  offer  to  the  coDsi« 
deration  of  the  house. — ^Your  Committer 
finding  it  stated  in  the  Petiti<m  from  tht 
Company^  as  one  of  the  causes  frmn  which 
the  present  embarrassment  in  their  peco^ 
niary  concerns  had  arisen,  that  a  largt 
balance  of  Debt  remained  due  to  them 
fix)m  the  public,  on  account  of  various  ex- 
pences  incurred  for  expeditions  to  the 
French,  Dutch,  and  Spanish  settlements  in 
the  Indian  seas,  and  to  Egypt,  have  pro- 
ceeded, in  the  first  instsfnce,  on  the  inves- 
tigation of  the  Account  between  the  pub- 
lic and  the  Company.    Your  Committee 
find,  that  in  the  rei>ort  made  by  a  former 
Committee  upon  this  subject,  on  the  26di 
day  of  June  1805,  and  now  referred  to 
your   Committee,  the  several    heads   of 
charge  upon  which  th^  claims  preferred 
on  behalf  of  the  Company  itcre  founded, 
are  arranged  in  the  following  maimer,  in 
three  Classes,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  circumstances  and  transactions  oni  of 
which  they  have  respectively  arisen.     The 
first  class  composed  of  such  heads    of 
charge  as  should  fall,  in  the  opmion  of 
the  Committee  framing  that  Report,  ex- 
clusively on  the  public ;    the  second,  of 
such  as  should  be  borne  exclusively  hf 
the  Company  ;  and  the  third,  consisting 
of  charges  to  be  divided  equally  between 
both  parties. — First  CUus,  chargeable  to 
the  public. — "  An  Account  of  Expences 
incurred  by  the  East  India  Company  in 
India  and  England,  for  the  intended  Expe- 
dition to  the  French  Islands,  and  for  the 
Expedition  against  and  Supplies  to   the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.     An  Account  of 
Expences  incurred  by  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, for  the  intended  Expedition  against 
Manilla.    An  Account  of  the  Escpences 
incurred  by  the  East  India  Company,  for 
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Bavy»  Repairs  to  King's  Ships,  &c.  &c. 
An  Account  of  the  Expences  incurred  by 
the  East  India  Company,  by  the  capture 
of  the  Danish  Settlements  in  India,  in 
1801.  Ah  Account  of  the  extraordinary 
Expences  incurred  by  the  East  India 
Companv,  by  the  Expedition  to  Egypt, 
over  ancl  above  the  charge  of  the  troops 
in  India.  Ceylon  balance  of  property, 
December  1801,  and  remittances  from 
India  subsequent  to  that  date;  also  the 
expence  of  the  capture  of  the  said  island." 
^cond  Class,  chargeable  to  the  Com- 
pany.— An  Account  of  the  Expences  in- 
curred by  the  East  India  Company,  in 
consequence  of  various  captures  made  from 
the  French  and  Dutch,  on  the  peninsula  of 
^dia,  including  Subsistence  of  Prisoners. 
An  Account  of  the  King's  Troops  in  India, 
beyond  the  number  authorized  by  acts  of 
parliament.  Third  Class,  to  be  equally 
divided. — ^An  Account  of  the  Expence  in- 
curred by  the  capture  and  maintenance  of 
Malacca  and  the  Moluccas,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  Ceylon,  deducting  the  pro- 
fit on  spices." — ^Ihe  said  Report  further 
Atates  the  detern^i nation  of  that  Commit- 
tee, concerning  the  rates  of  interest  to  be 
allowed  upon  the  several  sums  appearing 
iOn  the  di&erent  sides  of  the  account,  as 
follows  :  "  Your  Committee  have  thought 
it  reasonable,  that  the  Compapy's  claims, 
so  far  as  they  arise  from  an  expenditure 
carried  on  in  India  by  loans  raised  there, 
should  be  made  up  with  the  rate  of  inter- 
est paid  by  the  Company  abroad  for  the 
loan  of  the  year  in  which  the  expence  was 
actually  incurred  ;  and  that  the  paymas- 
ter general's  account  should  bear  interest 
according  to  the  rate  paid  by  the  public 
.for  money  in  Europe,  in  the  several  years 
in  which  the  demands  have  accrued ; 
credit  is  given  on  the  other  side  of  the*ac- 
count  oh  all  payments  hitherto  made  by 
the  public  in  discharge  x>f  these  demands, 
at  the  same  rate  of  Indian  interest  as  that 
debited  by  the  Company." — The  Report 
then  states  the  opinion  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee, that,  as  &r  as  they  can  judge,  a  ba- 
lance of  about  2,300,000/.  would  be  owing 
.  by  the  public  to  the  Company,  according 
to  the  mode  of  stating  ac|d  making  up  the 
account  therein  prescribed,  and  that  the 
sum  of  1,000,000/.  might  safely  be  voted 
by  the  house  on  account.  But  it  was  ob- 
•fier^ed  in  the  said  Report,  that  the  accounts 
on  which  the  opinion  of  the  said  Commit- 
tee (in  regard  to  the  amount  of  what  might 
prove  due  to  the  Company  had  been  found- 
f  d)  would  require  rev^ion ;  and  it  was  re- 


commended, that  an  accountant  should  be 
nominated  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury, 
and  anbther  on  the  part  of  the  Company, 
to  examine  and  make  up  the  account  acr 
cording  to  the  principles  therein  specified, 
previous  to  the  final  balance  being  dis- 
charged J  and  it  was  also  strongly  recom- 
mended, that  frequent  and  early  adjust- 
ments of  accounts  should  take  place  be- 
tween the  public  and  the  Company. — 
Your  Committee  find,  that  the  sum  of 
1,000,000/,  was  accordingly  voted  in  that 
session  of  parliament,  and  paid  to  the 
Company,  and  that  in  conformity  to  the 
recommendation  contained  in  the  said  Re- 
port, accountants  were  named  on  the  part 
of  the  public  and  the  Company  respec- 
tively, for  the  purpose  therein  mentioned, 
who  appear  to  have  entered  without  delay 
upon  the  duties  assigned  to  them.  The 
discussions  which  took  place  between  them 
on  the  subject  of  these  accounts,  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix. — ^Your  Committee 
find  that,  in  the  session  of  1806,  another 
sum  pf  1,000,000/.  was  voted  and  paid  to 
the  Company  on  account ;  it  appearing  by 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Wittwer,  the  account- 
ant named  by  the  lords  commissioners  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  part  of  the  public,  to 
George  Harrison,  esquire,  dated  on  the 
25th  day  of  June  1806  (which  letter  is 
referred  to  your  Committee)  that  although, 
for  reasons  therein  particularly  detailed, 
no  final  adjustment  of  accounts  could  at 
that  time  be  made  between  the  p«blic  and 
the  Company,  the  ultimate  balance  due  to 
the  latter  would  be  found  to  exceed  that 
sum. — Your  Committee  find,  that  addi- 
tional claims  and  demands  have  arisen  be- 
tween the  public  and  the  Company,  sub- 
sequent to  the  Report  of  1805,  above 
alluded  to,  some  of  which  have  accrued 
from  a  continuation  to  a  later  period  of 
accoimts  and  heads  of  charge  then  exist- 
ing, and  others  from  difterent  circum- 
stances and  transactions  which  have  since 
occurred. — Your  Committee  have  applied, 
to  those  of  the  former  description,  the 
principles  which  they  found  laid  down  in 
the  Report  of  1805.  The.  following 
charges,  which  have  grown  out  of  new 
matter  since  that  Report,  they  have  agreed, 
after  due  consideration,  to  include  in  the 
first  class,  as  payable  by  the  public  :  Ex- 
pences incurred  in  India  on  account  of  the 
Chinese  settlers  at  Trinidad. — Expences 
incurred  on  account  of  the  Expedition  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1805.— Sup- 
plies for  the  Expedition  against  Buenos 
Ayres.— "Your  Committee  are  also  pf^K^jp 
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nion,  that  the  charge  of  prisoners  of  war 
taken  at  sea  by  his  majesty's  ships,  which 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  particularly 
noticed  by  the  Committee  of  1805,  ought 
to  be  detrayed  by  the  public,  especially 
as  the  principle  on  which  this  claim  is 
founded,  seems  to  be  recognized  and  ad- 
mitted in  the  act  of  1793,  chap.  52.  sect. 
127. — ^Your  Committee  find  that  a  new 
demand  has  also  been  brought  forward  on 
the  part  of  the  public  against  the  Com- 
pany for  Victualling  Stores  furnished  for 
the  Company's  service  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  victualling,  or  their  agents. — 
Your  Committee  find,  that  the  gross  de- 
mand of  the  Company  on  the  public,  drawn 
up  in  conformity  to  what  has  been  stated, 
with  interest  computed  to  the  1st  March 
]  808,  amounts^  according  to  the  best  judg- 
ment which  your  Committee  can  now 
form,  (several  of  the  items  of  such  demand 
being  stated 'upon  estimate)  to  the  sum  of 
8,461,331/.  and  that  the  counter  demand, 
on  the  part  of  the  public,  for  advances  of 
cash  upon  account  (including  the  two 
sums  of  1,000,000/.  and  1,000,000/.  men- 
tioned in  the  former  part  of  this  Report) 
for  disbursements  by  the  Pay  Office,  and 
for  supplies  furnished  by  the  Victualling 
Office,  with  interest  computed  to  the  same 
period,  amounts  to  6,960,912/.  leaving  a 
balance  due  to  the  Company  from  the 
public  of  1,500,419/ — In  the  above  sum 
of  6,960,912/.  is  included  the  sum  of 
3,082,7  J5/.  which  is  the  amount  of  the 
claim  of  the  paymaster  general  on  the 
Company,  including  interest  to  the  1st 
March  1 808,  deducting  therefrom  the  sum 
of  443,767/.  hereinafter  mentioned. — ^Your 
Committee  cannot  adduce  a  stronger  in- 
stance of  the  necessity  of  attending  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  of 
1805,  as  to  the  frequent  adjustment  of  ac- 
counts between  the  public  and  the  Com- 
pany, than  the  mere  statement  of  a  claim  to 
80  large  an  amount,  and  which  has  moreover 
been  only  brought  forward  at  a  period  sore- 
cent,  that  it  has  Deen,  and  for  a  considerable 
time  must  be,  impossible  for  the  account- 
ants to  e)camine  in  detail^  and  form  an 
'opinion  oh^he  accuracy  of  all  the  charges. 
There  is  every  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
objections  which  have  already  been  urged 
on  the  part  of  the  Company  to  the  Pay 
Office  demands,  and  which  are  detailed  in 
the  Appendix  to  this  Report,  are  in  general 
well  founded,  especially  as  their  validity 
has  been  strongly  confirmed  by  a  return 
which  was  laid  before  your  Committee, 
from  the  oflSce  of  the  adjutant  general,  of 


Che  periods  during  which  the  different 
regiments  were  chargeable  to  the  Com- 
pany ;  and  it  is  very  possible,  that,  oo  fur- 
ther and  more  minute  examination,  by 
the  accountants,  other  objections  will  be 
discovered.  On  these  considei-ations,  your 
Committee  have  thought  it  reasonable 
to  suspend  for  further  examination,  such 
part  of  the  Pay  Office  demand  as  has  been 
specifically  objected  to  on  the  part  of  the 
Company,  which  amounts  to  the  sum  of 
443,767/.  In  concluding  this  part  of  tbc 
subject,  your  Committee  have  nohcsitatioo 
in  suggesting  the  expediency  of  repca//ng 
the  clausfe  in  the  act  of  1793  (cap.  52, 
sec.  128.)  which  enacts,  that  the  Company 
shall  be  chargeable  with  all  the  recruiting 
and  other  expences  incurred  in  Englapd, 
for  regiments  in  India  (which  in  practice 
has  been  found  so  difficult  to  adjurt,)  and 
substituting  other  provisions  which  might 
simplify  the  mode  of  stating  the  account, 
and  consequently  facilitate  ityfrcquentiDd 
early  adjustment,  and  at  the  same  times^ 
cure  to  the  public  an  equitable  compena* 
tion  for  that  portion  of  its  military  exp«- 
diture.— -Your  Committee  have  aimexed  to 
this  Report,  a  copy  of  the  account  between 
the  public  and  the  Company,  containing  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  particular  iteau 
of  which  the  two  sums  of  8,46l,33Ii  a»l 
6,960,912/.  are  composed.— Yoor  Com- 
mittee cannot,  in  justice  to  the  Companr, 
conclude  this  part  of  their  Report,  withoot 
falling  the  attention  of  the  house  to  tbc 
remonstrances  made  ajgainst  the  mode 
adopted  by  the  Committee  appointed  in 
1 805  to  take  into  consideration  rfje  account 
between  the  public  and  the  East  Wi» 
Company,  as  far  ^  relates  to  the  expenc« 
incurred  by  the  capture  and  maintenance 
of  Malacca  and  the  Moluccas,  and  the 
maintenance  of  Ceylon ;  a  mode  of  deci- 
sion by  which  claims  on  the  part  of  the 
Company,  to  no  less  an  amount  than 
1,972,984/.  have  been  set  aside.— The 
arguments  by  which  these  claims  were  re- 
sisted and  defended,  and  fiwn  which  it  b 
to  be  presumed  the  adjustment  in  questwa 
took  place,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix; 
and  also,  a  statement  prepared  by  the 
Court  of  IMrectors  connected  widithefliro« 
subject— Your  Committee,  under  tbcorder 
of  reference  made  to  tfiem,  ha?e  n^ 
thought  themselves  authorized  to  vm 
any  observations  upon  the  principle^  w 
which  the  Committee  of  1805  arranged  the 
claims  of  the  Company.— Your  CoiiifflJf- 
tee  have,  however,  thought  it  thardatj, 
under  all  the  circumstances  rf  the  «««, » 
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state  the  amount  of  what  the  Company 
maintain  to  be  their  just  and  unsatisfied 
demand. 

Independently  of  the  claim  which  the 
company  have  preferred  against  the  public, 
for  expences  mcurred  in  carryine^  into 
execution  the  orders  which  at  different 
times  have  been  ti-ansmitted  to  India,  for 
expeditions  against  the  settlements  of  such 
European  powers  as  have  been  engaged 
in  war  with  this  country,  and  also  to 
Egypt,  your  Committee  observe,  that  in 
the  above  mentioned  Petition  various  cir- 
cumstances (all  of  which  are  connected 
with  that  state  of  war  in  Europe  and  in 
India)  are  represented  as  the  causes  which 
have  produced  the  present  embarrassments 
in  the  Company's  atiairs,  and  the  grounds 
on  which  they  pray  for  such  reliefas  par- 
liament may  think  fit  to  grant — It  will  be 
evident  from  the  examination  of  the  seve- 
ral accounts  contained  in  the  Appendix  to 
this  Report,  which  exhibit  a  view  of  the 
Company's  pecuniary  concerns  in  England 
during  tne  last  ten  years,  when  compared 
with  the  Estimate  for  1808-9,  that  the 
deficiencies  of  thelastand  present  year  have 
proceeded  firom  causes  which  l^ve  been 
progressive  in  their  operation,  and  that  the 
state  pf  afiairs  which  those  accounts  now 
exhibit,  is  to  be  traced  to  a  combination 
of  various  circumstances  connected  with 
the  wars  in  which  the  Company  have 
been  engaged  in  India,  as  well  as  with 
the  general  state  of  warfare  in  which  a 
large  portion  of  Europe  has  for  a  long 
period  been  involved.  Your  Committee 
have  selected  from  the  annual  accounts  of 
the  Company's  affairs  at  home,  which  have 
been  presented  to  parliament  during  the 
last  ten  years,  a  comparative  statement  of 
Receipts  and  Pa3anents  in  such  articles  as 
have  experienced  or  admit  of  any  consi- 
derable variation  in  their  amount.  It  will 
appear  from  that  account,  that  the  present 
deficiency  may  be  ascribed  principally  to 
the  following  causes: — 1st.  To  the  dimi- 
nished sale  of  the  Company's  goods ;  the 
sum  estimated  to  be  received  from  such 
sales  for  the  year  1808-9  being  1,394,589/. 
less  than  the  average  of  the  ten  preceding 
years ;  2,200,99^.  less  than  the  average 
of  the  first  five  years  of  that  period ;  and 
588,183/.  less  than  the  average  of  the  last 
five  years. — It  would  lead  your  Committee 
much  beyond  the  limits  within  which 
they  propose  to  confine  this  Report,  if  they 
were  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  all  the 
causes  to  which  the  gradual  decrease  in 
the  amount  of  the  Company's  sales;,  during 


the  last  ten  years,  may  possibly  be 
ascribed.  It  will  appear,  however,  from 
'the  account  of  sales  during  that  period, 
that  in  the  article  of  tea,  which  forms  a 
large  proportion  of  their  whole  trade,  no 
diminution  has  taken  place,  but  that  it  has 
chiefly  occurred  in  the  imports  from  India, 
and  particularly  in  the  difierent  descrip- 
tions of  piece  goods.  The  increased  con- 
sumption of  cotton  stufis  manufactured 
in  Britain,  and  the  advantages  derived 
to  neutral  nations  from  the  expence  at 
which  the  trade  to  India  must  necessa-i 
rily  be  carried  on  during  war,  as  well  as 
the  obstructions  inseparable  from  that  state 
of  war  which  has  existed  with  little  inter- 
mission  since  the  renewal  of  the  Company's 
charter  in  1793,  are  the  causes  to  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  the 
diminished  sale  of  Indian  imports  may 
principally  be  attributed. — !7diy.  To  the 
increased  expence  of  freight  and  demorage 
of  the  Company's  shipping;  the  estimated 
amount  of  the  same  for  the  year  1 808*>9> 
being  276,251/.  more  than  the  average  of 
the  ten  preceding  years ;  276,712/.  more 
than  the  average  of  the  first  five  years  of 
that  period  ;  and  275,790/.  more  than  the 
average  of  the  last  five  years. — ^Whether 
the  system  now  pursued  by  the  Company, 
in  the  description  of  vessels  which  they 
have  been  accustomed  to  employ,  is  the 
most  economical  to  them  or  the  most  be- 
neficial to  the  country,  or  whether  it  is 
calculated  to  withstand  the  competition  of 
foreign  nations,  are  points  on  which  your 
Committee  are  not  yet  prepared  to  pro- 
nounce an  opinion ;  but  which  they  con- 
sider \o  be  of  the  highest  importance,  sA 
they  affect  not  only  the  commercial  pros- 
perity of  the  Company,  but  the  permanent 
interest  of  the  British  empire,  in  the  pre- 
servation and  exclusive  enjoyment  of  a 
valuable  portion  of  its  trade.  In  estimating 
this  charge,  to  which  the  commerce  of  the 
Company  is  exposed,  from  the  rate  of 
freight,  it  must  be  recollected  that  the 
means  of  defence  and  consequent  security 
which  the  size  and  structure  of  their  ships 
afford  to  their  valuable  cargoes,  and  to  the 
transport  of  troops  and  military  stores, 
must  necessarily  be  included  in  any  com- 
parison between  the  present  and  any  other 
^stem  which  may  be  suggested. — 3dly. 
To  the  increased  amount  of  Bills  of  Ex- 
change drawn  on  the  Company  in  England 
from  India  and  China ;  the  estimated 
amount  of  which  for  the  year  1 808-9  being 
725,408/.  more  than  the  average  of  the 
ten  preceding  yean  ',  i^Jj^^^^^f^ 
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the  avei*age  of  the  first  five  yean  of  that 
period  ;  and  92S,S^5L,  more  than  the 
average  of  the  last  five  years. — It  is  nn- 

Suestionably  to  those  heavy  drafts  fi'om 
[idia  and  China  on  the  Company's  trea- 
sury at  home,  that  the  largest  portion  of 
the  deficiency  in  their  fiinds  during  the 
kst  and  present  year  must  be  ascribed. 
Your  Committee  have  been  informed,  that 
in  consequence  of  arrangements  which  the 
Court  of  Directors  have  adopted,  and  of 
orders  which  they  have  transmitted  to 
China,  the  amount  of  Bills  from  thence  is 
not  likely  to  increase,  and  that  in  all  pro- 
bability it  will  fall  considerably  below  the 
average  of  former  years.  Your  Committee 
hare  not  been  enabled  to  fi)rm  any  such  ex- 
pectation with  regard  to  the  amount  of  Bills 
nrom  India.  Any  interruption  in  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  Company's  territories  would 
create  increased  demands  on  their  treasury 
at  home,  which  can  only  be  effectually 
avoided  by  a  surplus  revenue  in  India. 
The  attainment  of  that  object,  either  by  a 
reduction  of  expenditure  or  by  additional 
revenue,  or  by  the  operation  ot  both  those 
causes,  is  indispensable  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  Company's  credit  and  power  in  In- 
dia; and  to  this  important  subject  your  Com- 
mittee will,  without  delay,  direct  its  most 
serious  attention.— rYour  Committee  have 
confined  themselves  in  this  Report  to  a 
statement  of  the  principal  causes  which 
hav^  produced  the  present  deficiency. 
There  are  others,  however,  of  inferior 
amount,  which  have  contributed  to  aug- 
ment it.  The  charge  of  payments  to  mili- 
tary and  marine  officers  retired  from  the 
service  hfts  been  gradually  increasing  for 
several  years,  and  amounts  now  to  a  sum 
much  beyond  the  calculation  which  was 
formed  ot  it  when  the  system  was  first  estab- 
lished.— ^The  addition  to  the  Company's 
1)onded  debt  has  also  contributed  to  swell 
the  deficit,  by  the  increased  charge  for  in- 
terest.— ^With  the  view  of  enquiring  into 
the  practicability  of  retrenchment  m  ex- 
penditure, your  Committee  have  called  for 
the  detail  of  the  articles  comprehended  un- 
der the  head  of  "  Charges  General,"  which, 
i»  the  aggregate,  aAiounts  annually  to  a 
Tery  considerable  sum. — ^As  far  as  your 
Committee  have  yet  investigated  this  ac- 
-count,  they  have  found  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  is  capable  of  any  material  re- 
duction, but  they  propose  to  go  into  a 
more  detailed  examination  of  the  particu- 
lar articles  of  which  it  consists.  .  And,  en- 
tertaining this  intention,  they  forbear  at 
'present  laying  before  the  house  any  thing 


more  than  an  abstract  of  the  account,  and 
of  its  principal  subdivisions  for  the  last 
three  years,  as  it  has  been  prepared  by  the 
court  of  directors. — ^The  company  having 
stated  in  their  petition,  that  they  did  ''  not 
presume  to  request  the  interposition  of  the 
house  to  aid  them  in  their  present  emer- 
gency, without  at  the  same  time  shewing 
their  unquestionable  ability  to  discbarge 
all  their  present  debts  in  £nglan<t,  and  to 
repay  whatever  the  house  may  in  its  wis- 
dom think  fit  to  assist  them  with  ;"  and 
having  submitted  to  the  house  a  statement 
in  that  petition,  by  which  it  appeared  tJiat 
a  considerable  balance  would  remain  to 
them,  afler  making  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  all  their  debts  in  England,  but  ex- 
clusive of  their  Indian  debt ;  your  Com- 
mittee felt  it  their  duty  carefully  to  inves- 
tigate that  part  of  the  subject,  and  they 
have  no  difficulty  in-  stating  an  opinion, 
that  there  will  remain  assets  in  this  coun- 
try to  an  amount  considerably  beyond  what 
the  present  exigency  of  the  company's 
afiairs  appears  to  demand,  in  security  Ibr 
any  advance  to  that  extent  which  parlia- 
ment may  think  fit  to  grant.  Your  Com- 
mittee .have  prepared  an  account  of  the 
probable  assets  of  the  company  on  the  1st 
March  1 809,  in  which  the  amount  of  debt 
due  to  them  by  the  public,  as  the  balance 
of  their  account,  is  taken  only  at  1,500,419/. 
instead  of  2,460,000/.  which  the  company 
claims,  and  in  which  nothing  is  allowed 
for  their  property  afloat,  and  which  will 
arrive  in  England  subsequently  lo  that 
period,  though  a  large  porti<Mi  of  the 
charges  affecting  that  property  will  be  in- 
curred and  paid  during  the  current  year. 
Estimating  the  amount  in  that  most  unfa- 
vourable mode,  there  will  remain  a  balance 
of  2,8 1 9,587/i  in  faivour  of  the  company.  If 
credit  however  is  given  for  the  value  of 
that  property,  and  the  sum  due  by  the 
public  is  stated  at  the  amount  claimed  by 
the  company,  the  estimated  balance  in  their 
favour  will  be  9,050,587/.— The  value  of 
the  East  India  house  and  warehouses  has 
been  stated  by  the  company's  surveyor, 
whose  evidence  on  that  subject  is  inserted 
in  the  appendix. — ^It  will  be  apparent  to 
the  house,  from  the  examination  of  tboae 
accounts,  that  the  most  accurate  esUmaies 
which  can  be  formed  of  such  articles  of 
receipt  and  expenditure  as  are  ounpre- 
hended  in  them,  must  be  liable,  to  uncer- 
tainty; but  your. Committee  have  no  rea- 
son to  doubt,  that  every  practicable  degree 
of  caution  has  been  used  in  preparing  them 


Digitized  by  VjOO^ 


|f^» 


Qtxv]  PARL.  PAPER&— -Ftr**  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Lotteries.         [cxxri 


they  are  proceeding  upon  the  detailed  in- 
Testigation  of  the  various  matters  compre- 
hended in  the  general  object  of  their  en- 
auiry,  and  which  embrace  the  whole  of 
tng  financial  and  commercial  as  well  as 
political  concerns  of  the  company.  An 
examination  into  the  civil  and  military 
establishments  in  India,  will  form  a  mate- 
rial branch  of  that  enquiry ;  and  your 
Committee  are  already  impressed  with  the 
necessity  of  carrying  mto  effect  reductions 
in  the  amount  of  those  establishments  to 
a  very  considerable  extent.  Your  Com- 
mittee are  happy  to  add,  that  this  import- 
ant subject  has  also  eneaged  the  serious 
attention  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  of 
their  governments  abroad. 


First  Report  from  the  Committee  on 
THE  Laws  relating  to  Lotteries. — 
Ordered  to  be  printed  \3th  April  1808. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire 
how  far  the  Evils  attending  Lot- 
teries have  been  remedied  by  the 
Laws  passed  respecting  the  same ; 
and  to  report  their  Observations 
thereupon,  and  upon  such  further 
Measures  as  may  be  necessary  for 
Remedy  thereof;  and  who  were 
^  empowered  to  report  their  Opinion 

thereupon,  from  time  to  time,  to 
the  House ; — 
Having  been  employed  in  collecting 
information,  and  examining  witnesses  on 
the  matters  referred  to  them;  and  having 
daly  weighed  and  considered  the  same, 
have  come  to  the  following  Resolutioas : 
— Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee,  That  (in  case  it  shall  be 
thought  expedient  to  continue  state  lotte- 
ries) the  number  thereof  in  each  year 
f hould  be  limited  to  two  lotteries,  of  not 
more  than  30,000  tickets  each;  that  the 
number  of  days  allowed  for  drawinsr,  in- 
stead of  ten,  ^  the  present  number,  should 
be  brought  back  to  eight  for  each  lottery, 
the  number  fixed  in  1802:  that  the  num- 
ber of  tickets  to  be  drawn  each  day  should 
be  uncertain,  and  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  commissioners  of  stamp  duties,  and 
kept  secret  till  the  close  of  the  drawing 
each  day,  care  being  taken,  as  the  lottery 
proceeds,  not  to  leave  too  great  a  number 
undrawn  on  the  latter  days  of  drawing, 
but  that  one  moiety  or  upwards  be  drawn 
on  the  four  first  days  thereof. — Resolved, 
That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
That   no  person    should  be  allowed   to 


deal  in  lottery  tickets  without  a  licence 
for  that  purpose  from  the    commission-*^ 
ers  of  stamp   duties,  and  that  the  provi* 
sion  to  that  eflect,  in  tlie  second  section 
of  22  Geo.  III.  cap.  47,  repealed  in  1802> 
and  not  renewed  in  the  late  acts,  should  be 
re-enacted,  with  this  addition,  that  every 
licensed  lottery  office  keeper  should  be 
allowed  to  take  out  from  the  stamp  office* 
in  addition  to  his  own  licence,  a  limited 
number  of  licences  for  agents,  with  a  stamp 
duty  of  about  one-tenth  of  that  paid  by 
himself,  in   the  proportion  of  two  such 
agents   licences,   for    every  .150   tickets 
shared  by  him  at  the  stamp  office ;  and 
that  all    persons    should    be    forbidden^ 
under  a  heavy  penalty,  to  act  as  agents 
for  any  lottery  office  keeper,  or  to  deal 
in  lottery   tickets,  except  persons  so  li- 
censed. — Resolved,    That  it  is  the  opi- 
nion of  this  Committee,   That  in  order 
to  prevent  persons  setting  up  licensed  lot* 
tery  offices  as  a  cloak  for  carrying  on  ille- 
gal insurances,  the  number  of  tickets  re- 
ouired  to  be  shared  in  each  lottery,  in  or- 
der to   entitle  the  parties  to  a  licence* 
should  be  extended   from  thirty  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty ;  and  that  such  licences 
should  be  renewed  for  every  lottery,  upon 
the  parties  continuing  to  share  that  num- 
ber of  tickets. — Resolved,  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the  limi- 
tation of  hours  during  which  lottery  offices 
may  be  open  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness, viz.  from  8  o'clock  in  the  morning 
till   8  o'clock  in   the   evening,  enacted 
by  22  Geo.  iii.  cap.  47,  and  renewed  in 
the  lottery  acts  of  1802^  and  the  three  fol- 
lowing years,  but  omitted  in  those  of  the 
two  last  years,  ought  in  future  to  be  re- 
euacted,  without  the    exception  therein 
<made  with  respect  to  Saturday,  when  lottery 
offices  ought  to  be  shut  at  as  early  an  hour 
as  on  other  evenings. — Resolved,  That  it 
is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  all 
persons  concerned  in  hawking  about  lottery 
tickets  and  shares  for  sale,  in  distributing 
hand-bills  respecting   lotteries   otherwise 
than  in  the  offices  of  licensed  persons,  \a 
illuminating    lottery  offices    for    outside 
show,  in  exhibiting  lottery  schemes  and 
bills  upon   boards,  carts,  or  carriages,  in 
town  or  country,  should  be  subjected,  on 
conviction  before  a  magistrate,  to  a  con- 
^siderable  penalty,  and  in  default  of  pay- 
ment to  imprisonment  for  a  limited  period. 
— Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee,    That  the  exemption  of  li- 
censed lottery  office  keepers,  from  the  ju- 
risdiction of  justices  of  the  pei^cje 
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police  magistrates,  by  inserting  in  sec.  34* 
of  the  last  lottery  act,  the  words,  ''  if  not 
licensed  to  divide  tickets  into  shares  in 
the  manner  aforesaid/'  is  inexpedient,  and 
ought  ro.be  discontinued  ;  and  that  such 
lottery  office  keepers  ought  in  future  to  be 
subjected  in  common  with  other  persons 
to  such  jurisdiction. 

Your  Committee  are  still  engaged  in 
collecting  evidence  on  the  subject  oi  clan- 
destine insurances  and  other  illegal  prac- 
tices, which,  notwithstanding  the  measures 
adopted  at  different  times  for  their  preven- 
tion, appear  still  to  be  carried  on  to  a 
considerable  extent ;  but  not  having  fim'sh- 
ed  their  enquiries,  they  defer  for  the  pre- 
sent making  a  final  report  on  the  matters 
referred  to  them. 


Second  Rbport  on  Ix>tteries. 
Ordered  to  he  printed  24M  June  1808. 

The  Committee,  &c. 
Having  made  a  report  to  the  house, 
in  the  month  of  April  last,  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  which  they  informed  the,  house, 
that  they  were  still  engaged  in  collecting 
evidence  on  the  subject  of  clandestine  in- 
surances and  other  illegal  practices;  which, 
notwithstanding  the  measures  adopted  at 
different  times  ibr  their  prevention,  ap- 
peared still  to  be  carried  on  to  a  consider- 
able extent.  Having  collected  all  the 
evidence  which  they  nave  deemed  mate- 
>riai  for  the  formation  of  a  judgment  upon 
the  different  points  submitted  to  their  con- 
sideration, have  agreed  upon  the  follow- 
ing Report. 

Your  Committee  beg  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  evidence  contained  in  the  ap- 
Sendix,  and  more  particularly  to  that  of 
Ir.  Wood,  an  officer  appointed  and  paid 
hy  government,  under  the  title  of  "  In- 
spector of  Lotteries/*  from  whom  your 
Committee  mi^ht  have  expected  to  derive 
the  most  material  and  satisfactory  informa- 
tion upon  all  the  matters  referred  to  them  ; 
and  more  especially  upon  the  steps  he  had 
lately  taken  in  the  execution  of  the  duties 
of  his  office.  It  is  manifest,  however, 
that  since  the  year  1 802,  when  the  scheme 
of  the  lottery  was  altered,  the  inspector 
of  lotteries  has  performed  no  duties;  and 
he  has  declared  to  your  Committee  that 
there  do  not  appear  to  him  to  be  any^ 
duties  incumbent  upon  him  to  perform. 
Your  Committee  have  been  further  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Wood,  that  he  believes, 
by  the  regulations  adopted  since  the 
.year   1802^   the  evils   arbing  from  the 


lottery  have  been  done  away,  and  illegal 
insurances  suppressed.     But  the  examina- 
tion of  many  other  witnesses  has  proved  to 
your  Committee  that  the  information  so 
given,  by  what  your  Committee   bad  a 
right  to  rely  on  as  the  most  competent 
authority,  is  unfortunately  altogether  erro- 
neous ;  and  your  Committee  have  collect- 
ed the  reasons  why  information  more  to 
be  depended  upon  has  not  been  oblained 
from  the  source  in  question ;  for  the  de- 
tails of  which  they  refer  you  to  the  evi- 
dence itself. — ^Your  Committee  are  com- 
pelled to  state,  that  the  evils  of  clandestfne 
insurance  appear  to  them  to  prevail  to  a 
much  greater  extent  than  they  had  reascm 
to  suspect  when  they  made  their  first  re- 
port in  the  month  of  April   last;    and  it 
now  appears  fairly  questionable  whether 
the  number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 
practices  has  materially  diminished,  or  the 
sums  adventured  have  been  at  all  decreas- 
ed.    The  greater  privacy  with  which  the 
transactions  are  conducted  of  course  makes 
every  inquiry  into  their  existence  exceed- 
ingly difncult,  whilst  it  produces  combina- 
tion, and  renders  the  invention  of  any  real 
remedy  the  more  hopeless. — ^Your  Com- 
mittee have  applied  themselves  with  great 
assiduity  to  that   part  of  their  instruc- 
tions by  which  they  are  directed  to  re- 
Cort  upon  such  further  measures  as  may 
e  necessary  for  the  remedy  of  the  evik 
attending  lotteries;   and  they  submit  to 
the  house  some  account  of  the  law,  to- 
gether with  such  observations  and  sugges- 
tions as. have  occurred  to  them  thereopoa. 
— An  act  was  passed  (22d  Geo.  iii.  c  47.) 
and  was  intituled,  "  An  act  for  ficensiBg 
lottery-office  keepers,  and  regulating  the 
sale  of  lottery  tickets." — ^The  breach  of 
the  law  was  punished  by  penalties,  re- 
coverable  before  two  magistrates,  "and 
the  usual  powers  were  given  for  the  reco- 
very of  the  same,  in  case  of  non-paymeBt» 
by  warrant  of  distress  and  sale,  and  for 
want  of  sufficient  distress,  the  cinder  to 
be  sent  to  the  house  of  correction,  for  any 
time  not  exceeding  six  months  nor  les 
than  three,  unless  the  penalty  ^oakl  be 
sooner  paid."     A  power  of  mitigation  was 
given  to  the  magistrates,  and  do  penalty 
could  be  recovered,  unless  the  oifence  hM 
been  committed  within  twelvemonths  pce- 
ceding  the  commencement  of  the  proseca- 
tion. — No  alteration  in  the  law,  with  te- 
spect  to  illegal  insurance  in  lotteries,  was 
made  until  the  year  1787,  wfaeo  an  act 
(27th  Geo.  iii.  c.  1.)  was  pa»ed>  for  ren- 
dtring  more  effectual  the  laws. now  in 
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being  for  suppressing  unlawfiinottenes.  In 
the  preamble  to  the  last-mentioned  act,  the 
8th  Geo.  i.  c.  2.  the  12th  Geo.  ii.  c.  28. 
and  the  22d  Geo.  iii.  c.  47.  are  recited  ; 
and  it  is  furtiier  recited,  ^*  that  great  diffi- 
culties have  arisen  upon  the  methods  of 
conviction  of  offenders  against  the  said 
recited  acts  before  justices  of  the  peace, 
and  many  evasions  of  the  said  recited 
acts  are  daily  put  in  practice;"  and 
it  was  by  the  2d  sect  enacted,  ''That 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  the  said  act, 
no  pecuniary  penalties  incurred  by  any 
person  concerned  in  lotteries  should  be 
recovered  before  any  justice,  but  might  be 
sued  for  by  action  in  any  of  the  courts  at 
Westminster,  and  one  moiety  of  the  penal- 
ties, when  recovered,  should  be  applied 
for  the  use  of  his  majesty,  and  the  other 
iiaoiety  to  the  person  who  should  sue 
for  the  same;  and  power  was  given 
in  every  such  action  to  hold  the  ottend- 
«r8  to  bail,  for  any  sum  not  exceeding 
500//* — All  pereons  ^ngieiged  in  illegal  in- 
surance might  also,  under  the  authority  of 
the  3d  sec.  of  the  last-mentioned  act,  be 
deemed  ro^^ues  and  vagabonds,  under  the 
l7th  Geo*  li.  c.  5.;  and  power  was  given 
to  the  magistrates  before  whom  atiy  pet- 
son  should  be  prosecuted  ds  a  rogue  or 
vagabond,  to  commit  the  person  so  pro- 
secuted to  the  house  of  correction,  there 
to  remain  utitil  the  next  general  quarter 
sessions ;  and  the  justices  are  then  to  in- 
vestigate the  merits  of  the  case,  and  to 
proceed  according  to  the  provisions  con- 
tained in  the  17th  Geo.  iii.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  representations  which  were 
niade,  of  the  extent  to  which  common  in- 
formers, aided  by  attornies,  had  abused  the 
powers  given  by  the  2d  sect,  of  the  27  th 
Geo.  iii.,  c.  1.  it  was  enacted,  by  an  act 
passed  in  the  39d  Geo.  iii.  c.  62.  sect.  38. 
**  That  from  and  af^er  the  commencement 
of  the  said  act,  it  should  not  be  lawful  for 
i^y  person  to  commence  or  prosecute  any 
action  fw  the  recovery  of  penalties  in- 
flicted by  any  of  the  laws  touching  or 
concerning  lotteries,  unless  the  same  should 
be  ooBfnenced  in  the  name  of  his  mi^- 
ty's  altonMy  general.*'  And  by  sect,  -40 
of  the  same  act,  it  was  enacted,  "  That  if 
any  person  should  be  brought  before  two 
magistrates,  aad  should  be  eonvided  of 
any  ofience  against  the  statute  of  the  27^ 
Geo.  iii.  whmby  he  sbof^  be  ad^dged  a 
r^^ue  and  yagabood,  the  said  magiitrates 
shovkl  c«mmit  auch  offgtfdw  to  tha  bouse 
of  correctMo,  there  to  rtmahi  for  any 
ipaoe  of  ttBi«  npt  exceeding  lix  ealaadar 


months  nor  less  than  oni  ikionth,  and 
until  the  final  period  of  the  drawing  of 
the  lottery,  in  i^espect  whereof  such  of- 
fence should  be  committed ;  and  that 
the  proceeding  should  be  without  appeal, 
and  not  removeable  by  Certiorari,  or  other- 
wise into  any  court  whatsoever.'* — No 
evidence  has  been  given  to  the  committee 
to  show  what  were  the  difficulties  which 
occurred  in  the  conviction  of  offenders 
under  the  22d  Geo.  iii.  c.  4>7.  and  the  acts 
recited  therein;  but  it  appears  from  the 
preamble  to  the  27th  Geo.  iii.  c.  1.  that 
difficulties  had  occurred,  and  that  many 
evasions  of  that  act  had  been  put  in  prac- 
tice. It  is  therefore  reasonable  to  presume 
that  the  provisions  of  that  act  had  been 
found  insufficient  to  suppress  the  practice 
of  insurixg  in  the  lottery.  In  the  hope 
therefore  of  more  effectually  suppressing 
the  evil,  the  27th  Geo.  iii.  c.  1 .  was  passed; 
bat  it  appears,  from  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Estcourt,  and  more  especially  from  the 
letter  from  iht  under^sh^rifft  of  Middlesex, 
addrened  to  htm,  and  eohtaitied  in  his 
evkkoce,  that  the  provisions  of  that  act  had 
be«a  perverted  to  the  pur^ses  of  extor- 
tion, toki  had  been  productive  of  very  se* 
rioBS  evil. — In  order  to  counteract  this 
new  evil,  the  30th  Geo.  iii.  c.  62.  sect.  38. 
was  passed,  directing  that  no  action  should 
be  commenced  or  prosecuted,  except  in 
the  name  of  the  attorney  general. — In  con*  * 
sequence  of  the  limitation,  prescribing 
that  all  actions  shall  be  commenced  and 
prosecuted  in  the  name  of  the  attorney 
general^  very  few  actions  have,  as  ^ippears 
from  the  evidence  given  to  the  commit- 
ter, been  commenc^  since  the  passing  of 
the  last-mentioned  act,  although  ther^  is 
no  doubt  that  insurance  in  the  lottery  is 
still  carried  on  to  a  great  extent. — 'Fhe 
evidence  which  has  been  given  with  re- 
spect to  the  practical  inconveniencies  re* 
suiting  from  the  provisions  of  the  27th 
Geo.  iii.  proves,  that  it  would  be  impolitic 
again  to  have  recourse  to  fbe  provisions  of 
tbitt  act,  and  yet  it  is  very  difficult  to  ^g- 
gest  any  middle  oom*so  between  limiting 
the  power  of  commencing  actions  to  the 
attorney  general,  and  giving  that  power  to 
comnoii  informers.  In  the  one  case,  there 
will  probably  be  reason  to  complain  of 
inactivity  in  enforcing  the  law,  and  in  the 
other,  ofa  corrupt  ar»d  mischievous  perver- 
sion of  it.  It  might  perhaps  be  proper  to 
aothorije  the  police  magistrates,  and  tlje 
magistrates  cC  the  city,  to  direct  actions 
lo  be  oomnoenced,  when  evidence  to  war- 
rant diat  direetioR  sbaU  iiave  hteh  giVen 
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upoh   oath  be(bre  them.     This  however 
would  be  a  novel  and  perhaps  an  improvi- 
dent power  to  grant,  and  considerable  diffi- 
culty would  occur  in  cariying  the  prin- 
ciple into  effect. — By  the  27th  Geo.  iii.  all 
persoBS  engaged  in  illegal  insurance  micht 
oe  treated  as  rogues  and  vagabonds,  under 
the  17th  Geo.  ii.  c.  5.  and  the  magistrates 
had  the  power  of  comknitting  them  to  the 
house  of  correction  until  the  next  general 
quarter   sessions.      It    appears  from-  the 
evidence  given  to  the  committee,  that  in 
the  interval  between  the  commitment  and 
the   trial,   the  witnesses  were   generally 
tampered  with  or  removed,  and  conviction 
became  impossible.    In  order  to  obviate 
this  difficulty,  a  power  was  given  by  33 
Geo.  iii.  to  two  magistrates,  to  commit 
such  persons  to  the  house  pf  correction  for 
any  period  not  exceeding  jsix  months  nor 
less  than  one,  and  until  the  end  of  the  draw- 
ing of  the  lottery,  in  respect  of  which  the 
offence  had  been  committed ;  and  the  pro- 
ceeding was  without  appeal>  and  not  re- 
movable by  Certiorari  or  otherwise  into 
any  other  court.    From  this  enactment,  it 
appears  that  the  legislature  has  been  under 
the  necessity  of  granting  very  large  and 
extraordinary   powers    to  *  magistrates,  in 
order  to  diminish  the  evil  arismg  from  in- 
surance in  lotteries,  and  the  circumstances 
■  which  gave  rise  to  it  shew  that  no  pecuni- 
ary means  are  wanting  to  enable  those 
who  are  engaged  in  this  practice  to  evade 
-the  punishment  of  the  law. — ^Your  Coib- 
mittee  have  to  lament  that  it  is  not  in  their 
power  to  furnish  to  the  house  any  more 
satisfactory  result  of  this  part  of  their  la- 
bours :  but  when  it  was  recollected  that 
for  many  years  past  the  attention  of  the 
most  acute  and  Ingenious  persons,   wejl 
acquainted  with  the  whole  of  the  lottery 
system,  both  legal  and  fraudulent,  under 
the  auspices  of  successive  ministers,  have 
been  directed  to  this  object  without  suc- 
cess ;  that  it  has  been  represented  to  your 
Committee,  that  the  lottery  and  illegal  in- 
surances are  inseparable  ;  that  the  former 
cannot  exist  without  the  latter  for  its  sup- 
port; that  a  system  of  connivance  in  those 
acts  which  the  law  prohibits  pervades  all 
ranks  concerned,  from  the  persons  contract- 
'  ing  with  government  under  the  law,  down 
to  the  meanest  wretch  employed  in  the  vio- 
lation of  the  law,  and  its  most  ordinary  vic- 
tim :  your  Committee  did  not  enter  upon 
this  matter  with  much  prospect  ofpauccess, 
and  do  not  therefore  feel  any  very  great 
disappointment  at  the  isstie.     They  are 
persuaded  the  house  will  not  impute  io  them 


any  want  of  attention  to  the  subject,  or 
zeal  in  the   execution  of  their  doty.— 
In  truth,  the  foundatioi^  of  the  lottery  b 
so  radically  vicious,  that  your  Comnuttee 
feel  convinced  that,  under  no  system  of 
regulations  which  can  be  deviseOi  will  it 
be  possible  for  parliament  to  ad<^  it  as 
an  efficient  source  of  revenue,  and  at  the 
same  time  divest  it  of  all.  the  evils  and 
calamities  of  which  it  has  hitherto  proved 
80  baneful  a  source. — A  spirit  of  adventait 
HHist  be  excited  amongst  the  commimitj, 
in  order  that  government  may  derive  firoa 
it  a  pecuniary  resource.    That  spirit  is  to 
be  checked  at  a  certain  given  point,  in 
order  that  no  evils  may  attend  it— tbc 
latter  object  has  not  hitherto  beeirattained 
with  all  the  pains  which  have  been  be- 
stowed upon  it.     Your  Committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  itsattainment  is  impossible.- 
The  ingenuity  of  persotts  interated  io 
breaking   the   law,  is  always  upon  the 
watch  for  its  new  enactments,  and  b 
hitherto  always  baffled  the  sagacity  of  the 
legislature.     Added  to  which,  there  can 
be  no  hope  of  greater  purity  amongst  the 
persons  employed  to   detect  and  brin^ 
ofienders  to  pmiishtnent  than  has  bea 
hitherto  experienced,  or  Uian  nowexisti 
The  statute  book  is  burtheaed  with  rep 
lations  entirely  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  rigorous  and  oppressiTt 
in  the  extreme, 'which,  if  they  arc  ctct 
executed,  fell  only  upon  the  ignorant  and 
destitute,  whilst  the  wealthy  and  moft 
profligate  hold  them  in  utter  contempt: 
and  diis  unseemly  state  of  thmgsisaliowol 
to  continue,  in  order  that  the  state  may 
derive  a  certain  annual  sum  from  tfee  par- 
tial encouragement  of  a  vice,  wbicii  tt  w 
the  object  of  the  law,  in  all  other  cases, 
and  at  all  other  times,  most  diligently  to 
repress. — In  the  mean  time,  your  Coa- 
mittee  find,  that  by  the  efiecte  of  the  lot- 
tery, even  under  its  present  restrictioitf» 
idleness,  dissipation  aad  poverty  art  in- 
creased, the  most  sacred  and  confidentiil 
trusts  ai-e  betrayed,  domestic  comfort » 
destroyed,  madness  often  created,  criin^ 
subjecting  the  perpetrators  of  Aenrto  tte 
punishment  of  death,  are  commttt^t^ 
even  suicide  itself  is  produced,  as  will  fc^ 
appear  by  the  evidence  submitted  to  tw 
house.    Such  have  been  the  constant  and 
fatal  attendants  upon  State  I^^^**^"^^ 
such  your    Committee    have   too  gow 
ground  to  fear  will  be  their  ""^^ 
attendants  so  long  as  tiicy  arc  8n»r» 
under  whatever  checks  or  regulations,  to 
exist.— The  question  natowMy  Ofcars » 
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your  Committee,  whether  any  pecuniary 
advantage,  however  large  or  convenient, 
tran  compensate  to  a  state  for  the  amount 
of  vice  and  misery  thus  necessarily  pro- 
duced by  the  levy  of  it. — ^The  answer  to 
this  question  is  submitted  to  your  wisdom 
and  deliberation.  But  in  order  that  the 
house  may  come  to  a  decision,  in  every 
riew  so  important  to  the  interests  and 
happiness  of  the  community,  without  pre- 
judice, your  Committee  camiot  conclude 
without  expressing  a  decided  opinion, 
that  the  pecuniary  advantage  derived  from 
a  state  lottery,  is  much  greater  in  appear- 
ance than  in  reality.  When  we  take  into 
conaideration  the  increase  of  poor's  rates 
arising  from  the  number  of  &milies  driven 
by  speculations  in  the  lottery,  whether 
fortunate  or  otherwise,  to  seek  parochial 
relbf,  the  diminished  consumption  ofex- 
ciseable  articles  during  the  drawings,  and 
other  circumstances  deducible  from  the 
evidence,  they  may  well  be  considered  to 
operate  as  a  large  Seduction  from  the 
gross  sums  paid  into  the  Exchequer  by  the 
contractors.  On  the  other  hand,  the  sum 
raised  upon  the  people  is  much  greater  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  received  by  the 
State,  than  in  any  other  branch  of  revenue. 
— No  mode  of  raising  money  appears  to 
your  Committee  so  burthensome,  so  per- 
nicious, and  so  unproductive  ;  no  species 
of  adventure  is  known,  where  the  chancer 
are  so  great  against  the  adventurer ;  none 
where  the  infatuation  is  more  powerful, 
lasting,  and  destructive. — ^In  the  low^r 
clasjies  of  society  the  persons  engaged, 
whether  successful  or  unfortunate,  are, 
generally  speaking,  either  immediately  or 
ultimately  tempted  to  their  ruin;  and 
there  is  scarcely  any  condition  of  life  so 
destitute  and  abandoned,  that  its  distresses 
have  not  been  aggravated  by  this  allure- 
ment to  gaming,  held  forth  by  the  state. — 
Your  Committee  are  conscious  that  they 
are  far  from  having  exhausted  all  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  might  be  urged, 
that  the  lottery  ought  not  to  be  resorted 
to  as  a  financial  resource.  The  reasoning 
upon  them  appears  to  your  Committee  to 
apply  with  peculiar  force  to  the  situation, 
the  habits,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  a 
great  manufacturing  and  commercial  na- 
tion, in  which  it  must  be  dangerous,  in.  the 
highest  degree,  to  diffuse  a  spirit  of  specu- 
lation, whereby  the  mind  is  misled  from 
those  habits  of  continued  industry  which 
insure  the  acquisition  of  comfort  and  inde- 
pendence, to  delusive  dreams  of  sudden 
ftnd  enormous  wealth,  which  most  gene- 


rally end  in  abject  poverty  and  -complete 
ruin.  If  af^er  all  that  has  been  stated* 
and  a  perusal  of  the  evidence,  the  house, 
shall  thmk  proper  to  sanction  the  adoption 
of  the  lottery  in  any  future  session  of  par- 
liament, your  Committee  recon^n^end  to 
your  consideration  the  various  suggestions 
contained  in  their  two  Reports  for  the 
alteration  of  the  law,  from  which  they  are 
willing  to  hope,  at  least,  that  some  benefi- 
cial selection  may  be  made.  But  they 
cannot  flatter  themselves  with  the  expecta- 
tion that  they  have  been  much  more  fortu- 
nate than  the  able  persons  who  have  applied 
themselves  with  so  much  industry  and  so 
little  success  to  the  same  subject,  and  to 
whom  the  public  are  indebted  for  their 
atteinpt  to  correct  the  evils,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  Committee,  can  only  be 
done  away  by  the  suppression  of  the  cause 
from  which  they  are  derived. 


TiHRD  Report  from  the  Committee  ov 
THE  Public  Expenditure,  &c.  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  * 

Third  Report  from  the  Committee,  ap- 
pointed to  examine  and  consider  what 
Kegulations  and  Checks  have  been  esta- 
blished, in  order  to  control  the  several 
branches  of  the  Public  Expenditure  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  how  iax 
the  same  have  been  effectual ;  and  what 
further  measi\res  can  be  adopted  for  re- 
duciog  any  part  of  the  said  expenditure, 
or  diminishing  the  amount  of  Salaries 
and  Emoluments,  without  detriment  to 
the  Public  Service.  —  Ordered  to  be 
prinied  29th  Jxme  1 808. 

The  House  having,  by  an  instruction  of 
7th  July  1807,  directed  the  attention  of 
your  Committee  to  all  pensions,  sinecures, 
and  reversionary  grants  paid  out  of  the 
public  revenue,  or  out  of  any  funds  appli- 
cable to  the  public  service,  it  has  been 
judged  proper  to  lay  separately  before  the 
House,  the  result  of  their  inquiries  upon 
subjects  of  such  importance. — Allowances 
paid  out  of  public  money  to  persons  not 
actually  performing  service,  have  at  various 
times  attracted  the  notice  of  parliament.' — 
Towards  the  close  of  the  American  war, 
when  the  burden  of  expense  pressed  with 
extraordinary  weight  upon  the  resources 
of  the  country,  and  when  application  was 
made  to  parliament  to  discharge  the  debts 


*  The  First  and  Second  Reports  of  the 
Committee  of  Finance  will  b^  found  in  the 
Appendix  to  vol.  ix. 
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•f  the  cf  vit  list,  a  more  Tigorous  and  decid- 
«d  step  was  taken  than  had  charaoteriaed 
any  former  interposition  of  parliament; 
and  in  the  attempt  <  to  regulate  the  ciTtI 
'  lifli  and  to  prevent  the  same  from  being 
'  Ml  arrear  for  the  future/  by  22  Geo.  S.  c. 
8».  this  growing  branch  of  expenditare 
was  not  orerlooked. — It  was  endeavoured 
to  obviate  the  excess  of  such  grants  by 
limiting  their  amount,  and  their  abuse,  by 
jfiving  publicity  to  them  :  it  was  accord- 
ingly enacted,  *  That  no  pension,  exceed- 
/  ing  the  sum  of  300^.  a  year,  should  be 

*  grants  for  the  use  of  any  one  person, 
'  and  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  pensi- 
'  ons  granted  in  any  one  year  should  not  ex- 
'  ceed  600/. ;  a  list  of  which,  together  with 
'  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  the 
'  same  were  granted,  should  be  laid  before 
'  parliament  m  twenty  days  after  the  be- 
'  ginning  of  each  session,  until  the  whole 
'  pension  list  should  be  reduced  to  90,000/. 
'  which  sum  it  should  not  be  lawful  to  ex- 
'  ceed  by  more  than  5,Q00L  in  the  whole 
'  of  all  the  grants  ;  nor  should  any  pension 

*  to  be  granted  after  the  said  reduction,  to 

*  or  for  the  use  of  any  one  person,  exceed 
'  the  sum  of  1,200/.  yearly,  except  to  his 

*  majesty's  royal  family,  or  on  an  address 
'  of  either  house  of  |>arhament' — ^The  effi- 
ciency of  this  measure  did  not  entirely 
correspond  with  the  expectations  which 
were  entertained  of  it,  and  it  was  found 
necessary  to  bring  the  subject  again  be- 
fore parliament  some  years  afterwards, 
when  the  annual  provision  for  the  civil  list 
became  insufficient  for  the  charges  to 
which  it  was  liable. — ^The  regulations 
which  the  civil  list  act  contained,  were  not 
iU  (calculated  to  efiectuaAe  their  object ;  it 
was  highly  expedient  to  bring  all  pensions 
lender  ouie  hp^ ;  U>  have  them  paid  at  the 
tame  office,  and  to  prohibit  the  diflusing 
of  them  over  yaripus  departmenU*  where 
tfhey  mi^t  be  mote  likely  to  escape  no- 
tice, than  if  tbey  were  distinctly  classed 
>rith  allowaJKes  of  their  own  denomination. 

,  p££iS10NS» 

The  pensioiis  considered  by  the  board 
o(  treasury  as  coming  upder  the  operation 
of  the  ]  7tn'  clause  of  the  civil  list  act,  are 
contained  in  Appendix  No.  ].;  and  your 
Committee  have  the  satisfaction  of  remark- 
ing, tbat  their  tota}  amount,  being  89*007/. 
(which  includes  7,0$3/.  of  contingent  or 
floating  ffrants,  and  not  at  this  time  in  a 
course  of  payment)  is  within  the  sum  al- 
lowed. In  1804  the  total  amount  of  pen- 
sions, having  reference  to  this  clause,  was  | 
82,237/.  as  appears  by  the  lift  printed  at 


lemgth  in  the  Jeuraab,  iwl.  JO.  «id  recapi- 
tulated p.  717. 

A  liet  ef  all  other  peMioM  paid  at  fkm 
Exchequer  out  of  the  civil  list,  or  any 
other  funds,  is  given  tn  N*  9. 

The  penakmi  payable  by  Treasury  War- 
rants out  of  the  4t  per  cenl.  doty,  which 
are  inckkled  in  N^  2,  stand  upen  a  dtfimai 
footing  from  the  ethers ;  beoanae  tliat  part 
of  the  hereditary  revenue  not  having  l^ecn 
giyen  up  to  the  public  at  the  eommence- 
ment  of  hit  majesty's  reign,  (Finance  Bep. 
23,  pp.  11.  43),  has  been  consideped  as 
continuing  in  the  abeolnte  dispoeal  of  the 
crown;  but  as  this  Aind  augments  dbe 
general  stock,  which  ia  applicable  teioyal 
bounty  under  the  direction  of  govemnemk, 
it  is  At,  in  that  point  of  view,  not  te  be 
omitted.  The  amount  i»  1 5,33 1  /.  including 
two  contingent  pensions  of  1^00/L  and 
3,000/.  not  now  in  a  course  of  payment. 

N^  3,  and  4  give  lists  of  other  pensiens 
paid  out  of  the  4|  per  cent,  dnty,  l^  the 
husband,  amountin^n  the  year  1 807,  la 
20,896/.  besjdes  which  it  is  charged  vrith 
two  contingent  pensions  of  ($151.  eaek,  not 
now  in  a  course  of  payment. — in  the  59th 
vol.  of  Journals,  p.  766,  767,  are  accoenls 
of  the  produce,  for  three  years,  of  this  duty, 
to  1st  Jan.  1804,  and  the  charges  thereon, 
together  with  the  sums  paid  into  the  ex- 
chequer. 

N*  5,  shows  the  pensions  granted  in  tht 
War-Office,  chiefly  by  his  majesty's  a«- 
thority,  through  the  Secretary  at  War ; 
the  wbole  amount  of  which  is  S,^AOL  and 
they  are  all  granted  tothose  who  have  been 
formerly  employed  in  the  business  of  diat 
office.  This  sum  is  now  covered  in  the  an- 
nual vote  of  the  Establishment  of  the  War- 
Office;  but  it  deserves  consideration,  whe- 
ther, in  foture,the  Salaries  and  Pensions  paid 
in  this  department  ought  not  to  be  distin- 
guished in  the  Annual  Estimates  from  the 
current  Expences. 

The  Compassionate  List,  and  other  al- 
lowances paid  at  the  War-Office,  ape  con- 
contained  in  N^6;  the  annual  aMomil 
is '.-     <£.  5,163. 

N*  7.  Pensions  to  Officers'  Widovrs,  in- 
cluding Paymaster's  Poundage    «£*.  36^672. 

N^  8.  Pensions  paid  out  of  the  Revenues 
of  the  Isle  of  Man,  amounting  to    «£.  560. 

N*»  9,  out  of  the  Revenues  of  Gibral- 
tar   £.eQ2. 

*  Out  of  the  Revenues  of  Ceylon,  490L 
paid  to  the  Widow  of  an  Officer>  ^d  to  a 
retired  Civil  Officer  <^  the  Dutch  SmI 
India  Company. 

Out  of  the  Reyennee  of  Lower  Canada 
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(according  to  the  J<>uniidi  cf  the  House  of 
Assembly  of  that  proyince,  printed  at 
Quebec  1807) — Pensions  for  Services  per- 
formed, or  to  Widows,  &c.  pursuant  to 
orders  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  Lords 
of  the  Treasury £.2,537. 

N*  10,  contains  a  list  of  Allowances 
granted  by  Treasury  Minutes,  and  paya- 
ble out  ot  the  Ciyil  list,  and  other  funds, 
but  not  included  in  either  of  the  former 
returns:  The  amount  is    -    -    <£.  3,150. 

It  appears  by  Journal,  vol.  59,  p.  677, 
that  Allowances  to  retired  Officers  of  the 
Treasury,  which  are  now  charged  on  the 
Fee  Fund,  were  formerly  made  in  the 
shape  of  Pensions  out  of  the  Civil  List 

]N°«  11  &  12,  exibit  Allowances  paid 
out  of  the  Fee  Fund  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  Foreign  Department ;  the  subsisting 
charge  upon  which,  in  case  no  parts  of 
the  payments  were  suspended,  is  «^.  2,5 1 5. 

N*  1 3,  belongs  to  the  same  Department, 
containing  the  Minute  of  Council,  grant- 
ing a  Pension  of  1,000/.  charged  upon  the 
Establishment,  and  included  m  N^  1 1. 

N*  1 4,  gives  the  same  account  for  the 
Colonial  iJNspartment,  amounting  to  1,625/; 
including  one  floating  Pension,  not  now  in 
a  course  of  payment,  of  600/. 

One  Pension  of  55^»  included  also  in 
the  above  sum,  is  granted  out  of  a  fund, 
,  styled  Extra  Contingent,  which  is  annually 
voted,  to  prevent  overburthening  the  Civil 
List ;  for  which  service,  in  the  last  year 
(1807)  15,000/.  was  allotted,  besides 
22,000/.  for  extra  Messengers. 

N*"  15,  exhibits  the  same  for  the  Home 
Department. — ^It  is  to  be  observed,  that 
more  of  these  Pensions  appear  to  have  the 
direct  sanction  of  the  Board  of  T^reasury 
than  those  in  the  other  two  departments. 
The  annual  amount  is  •    •    -    <£.2,17^. 

N*^  16,  contsuns  an  account  of  Pensions 
payable  on  the  Ordinary  Estimate  of  the 
plavy,  or  granted  by  his  Ms^sty's  sign 
manual  out  of  the  sale  of  Old  Naval  Stores. 
A  considerable  proportion  of  these,  being 
fixed  Allowances  to  Sea  Officers,  or  per- 
sons conneAed  with  the  Naval  service, 
according  to  a  regular  order  of  superannua- 
tion, your  Committee  wish  to  distinguish 
from  others  which  appear  in  the  same  List ; 
noting  only,  for  tlU  sake  of  the  general 
view  of  the  whole  subject,  their  total 
amount,  which  is     -    --    £.  62,W*4 ;  viz. 

To  25  Rear  Admirals,  super- 
annuated, &c.  according  to  a  fixed 
rule £,  I0>2fl5 

27  Captains     .    -    .    I>  .    .    5,913 

50  eldest  Lieutenants  -  X)i*  *    ^    5,475 
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contingency     *    -    -    - 
Widows  of  Lieutenants 


2  Physicians  and  one  principal 
Surgeon 799 

89  Masters;  68  Surgeons;  26 
Pursers;  90 Boatswains ;  lOOGuiv- 
aers ;  105  Carpenters ;  32  Cooks  -  Ql^^OS 

To  Officers  who  have  received 
wounds  in  the  Service  ;  viz. 

2  Admirals;  17  Captains;  38 
Lieutenants;  2  Masters;  3  Sur- 
geons; 2  Pilots;  22  Officers  oi 
Royal  Marines -  10^096 

Mothers,  Widowst^  and  Children    1,465 

I>*     -    determinable   on  some 

-  4,515 

-  50Q 
I>»     -     of  Officers  of  Marines> 

and  of  Suhaltems  iti  the  Navy,     -    1,858 

£.  62,884 

Pensions,  in  the  nature  of  Superannu- 
ations, to  persons  employed  in  tne  Civil 
line  of  this  department,  such  as  Clerks  to 
Secretaries  of  the  Admiralty,  Clerks  of  the 
Navy,  Victualling  and  Sick  and  Hurt  offi- 
ces, and  Clerks  in  the  several  yards«£.5,906. 

The  same  to  Master  Attendants,,  Mas- 
ter Shipwrights^  Sailmakersi,  Mastmakers, 
Caulkers,  f^tbuilders,  and  a  variety  of 
Artificers,  Storekeepers^  and  Messengers 
employed  in  the  Yards    ---•£.  6,306 

Pensions  to  persons  retiring  from  Office^ 
QB  the  Ordinary  Estimate    -    -  ,^.4,150. 

Contingent  rensions  on  D^     -  -  1,000. 

Pensions  to  some  of  the  same  persons 
on  the  produce  of  Old  Storesi,  1,817/.— 
Total  of  Pensions  on  Old  Stores,  including 
the  above  1,8^17/. <£,  5,456 

Contingent  Pensions  on  D  *  -    -   3,851 

£.  9,307. 

Your  Committee  conceive  that  it  may 
tend  to  encourage  abuse,  if  such  allow- 
ances as  some  of  these  shouki  continue  to 
be  covered  under  the  Ordinary  Estimate 
of  Uie  Navy ;  and  that  the  mocfe  of  giving 
Allowances  out  of  the  Fund  produced  by 
the  sale  of  Old  Stores,  in  some  cases  to  the 
very  same  persons  who  receive  Pensions 
on  the  Ordinary  Estimate,  requires,  if  not 
correction*  at  least  constant' attention  and 
superintendence. 

K^  17,  shows  the  application  of  85,1 15/. 
received  in  the  year  ending  December 
1806y  from  the  sale  of  Ola  Stores  and 
Ships  in  his  Majesty's  several  Dock-yards. 

List  of  Bills  assigned  on  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Navy    -    -    -    -    ->je.  45,452  U  4 

Payments  by  sign  manual 
in  aicf  of  the  2:Mi)anes  of  the 
Offices  of  First  Lord  of  the 
Adnnralty>  Treasurer  of  th« 
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Navy,    and    Paymaster    of 

Widows  Pensions-     -     -    *     6^820    0   0 

Pensions  to  Officers  of  the 
Navy,  their  Widows,  and 
Bear  Relatives      -    .     -    -     7,059    0    0 

Miscellaneous  Allowances 
to  Officers  on  whom  honours 
have  been  conferred,  to  pay 
the  Fees  thereon,  to  others 
to  defray  the  Table  or  other 
Charges  of  Military  or  Di- 
plomatic Persons  whom  they 
have  conveyed  to  or  from 
the  several  Stations-of  their 
Public  Service      -    -    .     -  13,802   !(}  0 

Balance  in  hand,  31  Dec. 
180a 12,599   13  4 


^.85,115   17  2 

Your  Committee  cannot  view  without 
jealousy  the  Fund  arising  from  the  sale  of 
Old  Stores,  which,  in  the  year  ending  3 1 
Dec.  1806,  amounted  to  85, 11 5/;  and  they 
suggest,  that  it  would  be  more  advan- 
tageous to  the  Public,  if  those  Pensions, 
wnlch  have  been  usually  granted  out  of 
this  Fund,  should  be  assigned  only  on  the 
Ordinary  of  the  Navy,  and  that  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Navy  should  be  made  debtor 
for  the*J>roduce  of  Old  Stores,  under  the 
head  of  Voluntaiy  Account ;  by  which 
means  he  would  become  accountable  for 
the  Arrears  to  the  Exchequer,  according 
to  the  practice  which  prevails  with  regard 
to  Old  Stores  in  the  Ordnance. 

N*  18.  Tax  Office  : — ^To  superannuated 
Officers     -     -    -    ...    -    «£,  1,900: 

N*  1 9.  Office  of  Master  of  the  Horse  :— 
The  highest  of  these  Pensions  is  30/.  .£.902. 

N**  20.  Lord  Steward's  Office: — ^Annual 
Bounty £.  1,661 

Quarterly  D«     ^ 1,781 


of.  3,4.42. 

N»21.  Transport  Office:— A  Pension 
for  relinquishing  an  Office  in  1778,  paid 
at  the  Treasury  out  of  the  Civil  List,  but 
not  included  in  N°  12.     -     -    -    «£.  100. 

N*  22.  Excise  : — A  Pension  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  Compensation  for  an  Office  In  the 
Salt  Duties «£.148 

Auother  on  the  same  Account    -      428 

3  others  on  ditto ;  together    -     -  1,019 

£^  1,595 
The  Pensiofas  granted  out  of  the  here- 
ditary Revenues -of  Excise,  by  Charles  2, 
and  William  3,  are  omitted. 

N«  23  &  24.  Muster  Master  General's 
Office. — Pensions  granted,  by  virtue  .of 
letters  from  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  Com- 


missaries, &c.  suppressed,  in  the  nature  of 
Compensations     -    -  ,-    -    -    i*.  1,966 

N«25.  A  Pension  of  100/.  injieuofa 
Place  in  the  &lt-Office ;  which  does  not 
appear  in  the  Excise  List,  nor  in  that  of 
the  Stamp-Office,  returned  to  .the  Com- 
mittee. 

N'*26.  Pay-Office  :— Four  Pensions  to 
Widows  of  Accountants,  &c.  granted  by 
Treasury  Letters ;  together    -   £,  1,100. 

N"  27.  Post-Office  : — ^Pension  to  a  laic 
Surveyor  of  the  Customs,  abolished  ,£.311 

Another  Pension,  on  relinquishing 
the  Office  of  Postmajiter  of  Ports- 
mouth .---------SO 

iJ90. 

N*28.  Stamps, — Pension  as  a  Cbm- 
peusalion  to  Clerk  of  Wine  Licences /. 50 

The  following  are  paid  and  in- 
cluded in  the  Bill  of  Incidents,  in 
obedience  to  Treasury  Warrants: 
To  superannuated  Officers  and  Per- 
sons employed  in  the  Perfumery 
Duty,  and  other  Duties  which  have 
been  repealed,  or  transferred  to 
other  management      -----  3,0S0 

<£.  3,130. 

The  amount  of  Pensions  payable  oat  of 
the  Land  Revenue  of  England,  and  com- 
prized under  the  denomination  of  ."Per- 
petual Pensions,"  is  contained  in  the  12th 
Report  of  the  Conunissioners  of  the  Woods, 
Forests,  and  Land  Revenues  of  the  Crowu, 
p.  66  to  69  ;  and.  those  out  of  the  ReTCoae 
of  North  and  South  Wales,  arc  in  the  same 
Report,  p.  151  and  153.  They  are  an- 
cient charges  upon  those  Revenues,  and 
have  been  subject  to  no  alterations  soce 
the  date  of  that  Report,  except  by  Ae 
governments  of  Conway  and  Ludlow  Cas- 
tles being  now  vacant  (to  the  former  of 
which  a  Salary  of  23/.  and  to  the  latter  i 
Salary  of  30/.  was  attached),  and  by  the 
Stewardship  of  Cantermellenith,  held  by 
the  carl  of  Oxford,  having  been  granted, 
without  the  Salary  of  100/.  since  1795, 
when  the  late  earl  of  Oxford  died. 

The  Salary  of  400/.  pay  ablfcnnually  to 
the  Auditor  for  Wales,  was  transferred 
from  the  Civil  List  to  the  Land  Rcfeaoe, 
by  Treasury  Warrant,  in  1804  or  1805; 
and  other  ^npi»M  sums,  to  the  amouot  of 
10,168/.  have  also  been  transferred,  under 
the  same  authority,  from  the  Civil  List  to 
the  Land  Revenue;  the  particulars  of 
which  are  contained  in  N*  29 ;  and  it 
appears  that  these  payments  properly  be- 
long to  the  Jbrests,  Parks,  or  Land  Bctc- 
nue  of  the  Crown. 
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ORDHANCE   ESTABLISHMENT. 

Gratuities  for  length  of  service  to  sundry 
Officers  on  the  above  Establishment,  esti- 
nated  and  voted  this  year,  8,565/:  the 
>articu]ar3  of  which  are  placed  opposite 

0  thcr  names  in  the  return  of  the  Establish- 
nent^  endorsed  N"751,  among  the  papers 
)f  yo«r  Committee. 

N**  30.  The  pav  of  superannuated  and 
lisabled  men,  half-pay  of  reduced  Officers 
Tor  good  services,  pursuant  to  his  majesty's 
Warrants,  according  to  the  Estimate  of 
this    year   (1808),   voted   by   the   house, 
amounts  to     -----     -    «£. 60,805 

Pensions. — Scotland. 

N**  31,  32,  and  33,  contain  an  account 
•f  the  total  Amount  of  Pensrons  paid  out 
of  the  Civil  Establishment  of  Scotland,  in 
the  year  1807,  being    -     -     -    ^.38,588. 

— together  with  a  list  of  such  of  the 
above  Pensions  as  were  granted  in  the 
same  year,  amountini;  to      -     -    <£*.2,834 

Also,  a  list  of  of  Pensions  paid  in  1806 
amounting  to    -    -    -     -     -     £.  36,880 

— together  with  a  list  of  contingent 
Pensions,  amounting  to     -    -    ^.  2,600 

Also,  an  account  of  the  total  Amount  of 
Pensions  in  1 805,  exclusive  of  contingent 
Pensions,  being      -    -     -     -     £.  36,086 

Of  the  same  in  1804,  being  of.34.,679 

It  appears  from  an  account  ordered  to 
be  printed  18  June  1801,  that  the  Amount 
of  Pensipns  was,  in  1801    -    -     £.  24,864. 

And  from  30th  Report  Committee  of 
Finance,  appendix  (A.  22.) 

In  1797      ...     -  of. 23,862 
And  in  1761      -     -     .     5,940. 

The  Revenues  out  of  which  these  Pay- 
ments are  made,  and  the  authority  as  well 
as  the  general  circumstances  under  which 
they  are  granted,  require  some  observation. 

The  Civil  List  acts  passed  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  and  present  reign 

1  Geo.  2,  c.  1.  I  Geo.  3.  c.  1.  by  which  the 
hereditary  revenues  were  "surrendered  in 
consideration  of  a  fixed  annuity,  expressly 
reserved  to  his  majesty  the  several  duties 
apd  revenues  which  had  been  antece- 
dently payables  to  the  crown  in  Scotland, 
"  in  the  same  manner  only  and  subject  to 
the  like  charges  as  ihe  same  were  subject 
to'*  in  the  immediately  preceding  reigns. 
— ^Tbcse  Revenues  constituted,  antece- 
dently to  the  Union,  a  fund  applicable  to 
the  payment  of  the  general  charges  of  the 
Civil  Establishment  of  Scotland ;  but  laws 
were  passed  immediately  after  (7  Anne, 
c.  n.  8.  10.  and  10  Anne,  c.  26.  s.  108.) 

-  providing  that  the  Revenues  of  Customs 
.  and  Excisa  should  be  specially  charged 


with  the  support  of  the  Courts  of  Session, 
Justiciary,  and  Exchequer;  on  the  pro- 
fessed ground,  that,  "  since  the  Union, 
'*  the  expense  of  keeping  up  the  said 
*'  courts  could  be  no  otherwise  provided 
"  for." 

The  Customs  and  Excise  are  also  charg- 
ed with  the  expences  of  the  Privy  Seal, 
and  of  the  Great  Seal,  although  they  are 
not  mentioned  in  the'  acts  referred  to. 
The  20th  Geo.  2,  c.  43.  s.  29.  which 
abolished  heretable  jurisdictions,  gave 
authority  to  grant  competent  salaries  to 
the  Sheriflfe,  but  without  specifying  the 
fund  out  of  which  they  should  be  defrayed. 
— (N*»  38.) — ^These  salaries  have  also  been 
charged  upon  the  Customs  and  Excise, 
though  they  seem  more  properly  to  belong 
to  the  reserved  Revenues,  smce  the  Offices 
to  which  they  are  annexed  make  a  part  of 
the  general  Civil  establishment.  By  26 
Geo.  3,  c.  47.  the  salaries  of  the  Chief 
Officers  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  of 
the  commissary  court,  whose  emoluments 
before  the  passing  of  that  act  depended  on 
fees  of  office,  then  abolished,  were  direct- 
ed to  be  paid  out  of  the  same  fund  ;  30th 
Report  Finance  Committee,  Appendix 
(A.  5.)  *^'         ' 

N«  34.  These  reserved  Revenues  con- 
sist of  new  subsidy  of  Customs,  which  of 
course  increases  with  the  progress  of  Com- 
merce ;  of  the  hereditary  and  temporary 
revenuesof  Excise,  which  depend  on  the 
quantity  of  Beer  and  Ale  brewed  in  Scot- 
land ;  of  the  seizures  of  customs ;  the  fines 
and  forfeitures  of  Excise  ;  and  of  the 
Crown  Rents  and  Casualties,  all  of  whicK 
are  subject  to  fluctuation.  Their  total  net 
amount  in  three  years,  ending  10  Oct. 
1807,  was  209,371  ;— being  on  an  average 
yearly         ....      of.  69,790. 

N««  $5  &  3Q,  Their  total  gross  amount 
in  the  same  three  years  was     <£*.  259,3 19 

N«  37.  The  dfijference  between  the 
gross  and  net  amount  of  these  Revenues 
arose  from  Bounties,  Drawbacks,  and  other 
legal  Re-payments,  as  well  as  Charges  of 
Management. 

N»  38.  Their  total  gross  amount  for  the 
three  years  1761,  1762,  and  1763,  was 
119,504/.  -  average  cf.  39,834. 

N*  39.  The  Charges  to  which  they  wer« 
liable  in  the  year  ending  10  Oct.  1807, 
were — 1st.  That  of  the  Pension  List,  being 
then         -         -        -        -        J£.3Q  506. 

2nd.  Certain  Payments  for  the 
Civil  Establishment  of  Scotland, 
unconnected  with  the  Courts  of 
Justice         -        -        *        .        .  8^702 
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And,  thirdly,  Paymento  for  Mis- 
cellaneoua  Services     -        -        -    8,575 

i  £.  51,843. 

N"  40.  In  the  year  ending  10  Oct  1806, 
the  sum  of  30,000/.  beinff  a  surplus  of  thi^ 
Revenue,  was  transferred  to  his  Msgcsty 's 
Civil  Government  in  England  (N*»  41),  by 
a  Warrant  for  that  purpose,  and  was  ap- 
plied (with  the  exception  of  1,000/.  to 
various  purposes  of  the  Civil  List. 

Your  Committee  perceiving  that  so  large 
and  increasing  a  proportion  of  these  re- 
served Revenues  has  been  applied  to  Pen- 
sions, and  that  under  the  present  system 
there  is  no  security  against  their  further 
extension,  have  thought  it  their  duty  to 
direct  their  particular  attention  to  this 
subject ;  5vhich  had  likewise  attracted  the 
notice  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  in 
1798,  (30th  Report,  p.  15.)  who  adverting 
to  the  great  increase  of  Pensions  on  the 
Civil  fiublishment  of  Scotland,  even  at 
that  time,  '  and  to  the  comparatively 
'  small  duties  performed  by  many  of  the 
'  persons  holding  some  of  the  otfices,' 
thought  it  'an  object  well  deserving  consi- 

•  deration,  whether,  instead  of  their  being 
'  granted,  as  in  some  instances  they  ap- 
'  peared  to  have  been,  the  cnwluments 

*  thereof  should  not,  as  future  occasions 
'  ahd  as  instances  might  ofler,  be  applied 
'  in  favour  of  persons  who  might  have  dis- 

*  tinguished  themselves  by  great  public 
'  service,  or  in  ease  of  the  funds  applied 
'  to  the  Pension  List,  if  the  existing  charges 
'  thereon,  on  a  due  examination,  should  be 

•  found  necessary.' — ^Thc  amount  of  pen- 
sions, which  is  already  equal  to  more  than 
two-fifths  of  the  atllowed  pension  list  of 
England,  ought  clearly  to  be  considered, 
in  connexion  with  the  emoluments  of  sine- 
cure places  and  offices  performed  by  de- 
puty in  Scotland,  which  amount  to  near 
30,000/. ;  a  subject  which  will  come  under 
more  immediate  consideration  in  a  further 
part  of  this  report. — By  the  articles  of 
union,  it  was  stipulated  that  certain 
branches  of  the  ancient  establishment  of 
Scotland  should  remain  ;  but  although  the 
duties  of  some  of  these  oflBces  have  ceased, 
and  those  of  others  have  been  diminished, 
the  ancient  salaries  and  emoluments  con-' 
tinue  to  be  annexed,  and  in  one  instance 
(that  of  the  Privy  Seal)  an  addition  of 
1,300/.  per  annum  was  made  in  1804, 
which  is,  however,  professedly  in  the  na- 
ture of  an  annuity,  and  to  continue  only 
so  long  as  the  present  possessor -shall  con- 
tboe  to  hold  the  office  of  keeper  of  the 
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Privy  Seal ;  being  in  substance  an  sog- 
mentation  of  the  pension  list,  to  which  it 
has  been  added  in  the  foregoing  Accoont 
It  is  payable  out  of  a  part  of  the  reserred 
revenues  called  land  rents  and  casualties; 
and  the  warrant  has  been  already  printed 
by  order  of  the  house,  5th  March  1805.— 
As  it  appears  from  the  foregoing  statemtnti, 
that  the  pensions  granted  by  me  crown  in 
this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  as  well 
as  the  reserved  revenues  out  of  which  they 
are  paid,  have  been  considerably  increas- 
ed, your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
they  should  not  have  acquitted  themselres 
of  the  duty  imposed  upon  them,  if  tkj 
had  not  pointed  out  these  subjects  asoa/- 
ters  which  will  well  deserve  the  consider- 
ation of  parliament,  whenever  the  expeo- 
diture  of  the  Civil  List  shall  again  b^ 
come  the  subject  of  investigation;  and  if 
not  precluded  by  the  terms  of  the  Civil 
List  act,  from  interfering  in  any  maamr 
at  present  with  the  applicatibn  of  the  ^^ 
served  revenues,  your  Committee  would 
suggest,  that  it  might  become  the  adrisen 
of  tjie  crown  to  refrain  from  rccommeiKi* 
ing  any  further  increase  of  the  penaions 
charged  upon  those  revenues  until  occa- 
sion shall  have  been  given  for  such  is* 
▼estigation. — ^The   number  of  persons  re- 
ceiving pensions  in  1761  was  19 ;  in  1197 
It  had  increased  to    185  ;   and  it  iwv 
amounts  to  331,  exclusive  of  24  contio- 
gent  pensions.  The  present  pensions,  how- 
ever are  for  the  most  part  small,  and  ibooi 
two-thirds  are  granted  to  females.— The 
Committee  of  Finance  in  1798,  remark  on 
the  delicacy  with  which  a  fund  sbmiid  be 
touched,  which  concerns  the  raunificeo* 
of  the  sovereign,  as  applied  either  to  il^ 
encouragement  of  learning  and  religwo* 
to  the  remuneration  of  national  s^'cti 
in  the  rewarding  of  public  merit,  or  in  the 
support  of  those  branches  of  noble  awl 
respectable   families,  '  which  the  foks 
'  and  principles  of  the  British  Conrtrtuticfl 
'  camnot  suiter  to  fall  into  indigence/'  ^ 
p.  1 2. — Your  Committee  by  no  means wis^ 
to  repress  the  raimificence  of  the  crovn 
as  applied  to  the  three  first  of  these  ob- 
jects, nor  even  to  e:lclude  the  last-rae^ 
tioned  consideration;   but  the  undefined 
state  of  the  reserved  revenues  appears » 
have  encoma^d  a   grow'mg  facility  » 
granting  pensioiis,  which  it  may  be,  oo  a 
foture  oocasion,  important  to  restrain.  « 
is  obvious  that  a  too  general  ap|rficatioB  « 
them  '  to  the  support  of  the*  frenKrtef) 
*  branches  of  noble  and  respcctalHe  h^h 
'  lies'  even  though  theindividnalf  wi^^"" 
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ceive  them  should  not  be  affluent,  may 
serve  to  spare  the  funds  of  the  opulent  at 
the  expence  of  the  public,  and  may 
create  an  undue  dependence  upon  those, 
in  whose  hands  the  distribution  of  royal 
munificence  is  vested. 

N®  42,  presents  a  Return  of  the  Con- 
vention of  royal  Burghs  in  Scotland  to  an 
order,  lor  .an  account  of  public  money 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Convention, 
m  pursuance  of  the  Civil  List  act,  sec.  16. 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  applica- 
tion of  the  same. — ^The  lords  of  trade  and 
police  in  Scotland  being  abolished  by  that 
statute,  it  was  enacted, '  that  all  sums  under 
their  management  should  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Convention  of  royal  Burghs;' 
it  appears  however  that  no  such  sums  have 
been  received,  that  considerable  difficulty 
and  delay  occurred  in  procuring  informa- 
tion, nearly  five  years  having  elapsed  be- 
fore the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  cashier 
to  the  late  board  (amounting  in  Ju^y  1783 
to  858/.)  was  ascertained,  that  a  demand 
to  deliver  up  the  records  of  the  board,  and 
to  pay  this  balance,  was  resisted,  on  the 
ground  that  the  act  gave  no  power  to  re- 
ceive such  papers,  nor  to  call  <ori  the 
cashier  to  account  for  his  intromissions 
u-ith  the  sums  received  by  hrm  during  the 
existence  of  the  board ;  that  the  board  of 
police  also  represented  that  the  same  act 
authorised  the  Commissioners  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  grant  annuities  eqtial-  to  the  legal 
emoluments  of  the  persons  whose  offices 
should  be  suppressed  ;  (the  expression  of 
the  act  is  *  who  have  diligently  and  iaith- 
«  fully  executed  the  office^/)  and  that  the 
cashier  having  been  used  to  derive  emolu- 
ments from  the  money  in  his  hands,  he 
could  not  continue  to  enjoy  a  compensa- 
tion equal  to  his  accustomed  and  legal 
emoluments,  if  the  balance  in  his  hands 
should  be  taken  from  him  during  his  life  ; 
that  the  Convention  commenced  an  action 
against  the  cashier  in  1789  for  his  said 
balance,  but  relinquished  it  in  1791,  from 
^n  unwillingness  to  incur  expence  in  pro- 
secuting a  claim  which  might  not  be  esta- 
blished.— ^The  return  further  states,  that 
600/.  per  annum,  formerly  granted  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  treasury  to  the  board 
6f  police,  which  the  Convention  claimed, 
conceiving  it  to  have  been  the  only  fund 
At  their  disposal,  have,  since  the  passing 
of  tlieiact,  been  granted  to  officers  of  tm 
boa^d,  in  Compensation  for  the  emolu- 
ments' ef  the  offices  suppressed,  of  which 
230/.  ohfy  continue  to  be  paid  to  four  per- 
soas,  of  whom  this  cashier  is  otie.  (No.  43.) 

Vol.  XI. — Appendix. 
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This  payment  having  been  for  purposes 
purely  local,  seems  to  be  a  charge  origin- 
ally belonging  morfe  properly  to  the  here- 
ditary Scotch  Revehue  than  to  the  civil 
list. — Your  Committed  submit,  that  so  very 
unsatisfactory  a  return  may  require  the 
attention  of 'the  commissioners  of  his  ma- 
jesty's treasury  ;  and  tliat  the  balance  due 
from  the  cashier  ought  to  be  paid  forth- 
with,  or  if  it  should  be  irrecoverable,  that 
the  annual  payment  to  him  of  100/.  ought 
immediately  to  cease. 

l^ENsioNS. — Ireland, 

The  total  of  pensions  on  the  civil  list  of 
Ireland  were,  in  the  year  ended  5th  Jan. 
1808,  according  to  the  annual  printed 
finance  account,  p.  91       -     -     £-  89,639. 

Thev  were  for  the  year  ended  5th  Jan. 
J  807  - ^.93,250. 

An  account  was  laid  before  the  House, 
made  up  to  June  1801  (and  printed  tfith 
June),  with  the  names  of  the  pensioners  ; 
the  amount  of  which  was      -  <£.  112,166. 

There  were  also  two  additional  accounts 
printed  22nd  Feb.  1805,  of-  -  £•  1,200. 
and  6th  Feb.  1807,  of     -     -     -  <£.  1,650. 

In  the  59th  vol.  of  the  Journals,  p.  718, 
ii?  a  list  of  ail  pehsions  gi*anted  on  the 
establi.diirient  of  Ireland,  up  to  the  1st 
Jan.  1801.,  specifying  the  dale  and  con- 
tinuance  ofearh  grant;  to  which  your 
Committee  are  obliged  to  refel*  for  parti- 
culars, not  having  received  a  return  to 
their  repeated  orders,  of  the  present  state 
of  the  pension  list.  The  amount  on  Ist 
Jan.  1804,  according  to  that  list,  was 
104^258/.  exclusive  of  104/.  under  the 
head  of  Ghiirlty,  jnid- 3,832/.  in  Military 
Pensions.— The  civil  list  act,  33  Geo.  3 
c.  34,  dir(?cted' the  gradual  reduction  of 
the  pension  list  to  80,000/. ;  but  as  it  al- 
lowed an  annual  grant  of  pensions  to  the 
extent  of  1,200/.  in  every  year,  there  still 
continues  an  excess  above  the  limited  sum. 
In   1793,  when  the  act  passed,  the  total 

was f^fj.^^' 

N-  44,  contains  a  list  of  all  additions 
and  diminutions  in  the  pensions  on  the 
civil  establishment  of  Ireland,  since  6(h 
June  1801,  of  which  the  former  amount 
to  8,400/.  and  the  latter  to  32.353/.  making 
upon  the  whole  a  diminution  of  23,953/. 
to  be  subtracted  from  the  total  given  in 
the  printed  account  for  1801;  which 
would  leave,  as  the  total  of  the  present 
pension  list,  88,163/.  but  by  the  finance 
papers  above  referred  to,  the  total  was,  on 

5th  Jan.   1808 i'.  89,639. 

N^  46.  Out  of  the  Customs  lor  the  ye?r 
ended  5th  Jan.  1807    -     -     -     X  17,705. 
k 
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The  greater  number  of  these   are   in  1 
lums  not  exceeding  20/.  | 

In  the  printed  finance  papers  for  the 
year  ended  5th  Jan.  1808,  p.  13,  the  I 
salaries,  pensions,  and  gratuities  in  the  ' 
customs,  exclusive  of  salaries  on  the  esta- 
blishment, are  slated  at  -  -^.  41,0(j2. 
N°  48.  Out  of  the  Excise  for  the  year 
ended  5th  Jan.  1807  -  -  -  <£.  5,993. 
These  pensions  have  been  increased  by 
$00L  or  rather  more,  in  each  of  the  three 
last  years  — They  are  in  general  in  sums 
under  52/.  and  are  all  granted  by  the 
board,  with  the  approbation  of  the  lord 
lieutenant  and  lords  of  the  treasury. — bi 
|hfi  printed  finance  papers  for  this  year, 
mded  5th  Jan.  1808,  p.  14,  the  salaries, 
pensions,  and  gratuities,  payable  out  of 
ftie  Excise  (exclusive  of  salaries  on  the 
^tablishment)  amounted  to  -  <£.  15,277. 
N*  49.      Pensions    out    of   the    Post- 

Office £.  1,334. 

N°  50.      D"     -     -     -  out  of  the  Stamp 

Duties <£.  l,49d. 

N°  51.  Under  acts  passed  in  1799  and 
1800,  pensions  wcr.e  granted  to  persons 
instrumental  in  suppressing  the  reoellion, 
to  be  named  by  the  lord  lieutenant ; 
^'hich  amount  at  this  time,  subject  to 
diminution    by   the   extinction   of    lives, 

to    .    -     -     - <£.  2,700. 

045.  Pension  contingent  to  Thomas 
lord  Manners,  now  lord  chancellor  of  Ire- 
land     - ^.4,000. 

Pension  to  John  lord   Redesdale,   late 

ditto     ;     -     - «£.  4,000. 

Pension  to  right  hon.  Geo.  Ppnsonbyi 

ditto     --« £,  4,000. 

The  description  of  pensions  contained 
in  N"  11.  14.  15.  and  in  13,  are  of  an  pb-^ 
jectionable  nature,  inasmuch  as  they  ai*e 
neither  paid  nor  entered  at  the  Exchequer 
under  the  bead  of  Pensions ;  and  in  case 
of  any  deficiency  in  the  Fee;  Fund  they 
fall  directly  upon  the  civil  list.  These 
allowances  are  in  some  cases  conferred  by 
the  head  of  an  office  upon  persons  in  that 
office  itself,  without  any  other  apparent 
control ;  and  even  where  they  have  been 
granted  by  his  majesty  in  council,  al- 
though the  instrument  becomes  more  for- 
mal, all  objection  is  not  removed.  They 
tend  to  confound  two  things,  which  ought 
always  to  be  kept  perfectly  distinct,  the 
necessary  expcnce  incurred  for  transact- 
ing the  business  of  the  executive  govern- 
Dient^  and  gr^ituities  paid  where  no  duty 
IS  annexed';  they  become  indirectly  a 
burden  upon  the  civil  list,  and  by  escaping 
notice,  under  the  general  title  ofEstablish- 
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ment,  may  tend  to  divert  a  fundj  which 
was  wisely  formed  under  the  sanction    of 
parliament  out  of  the  fees  of  ofiice  for  the 
purposes  of  economy,  into  a  source  of  pa- 
tronage.— ^This  fund  was  constituted  in  the 
5ear   1795,  out  of  the  fees  and   gratuities 
received  in  the  offices  of  the  three  secre- 
taries of  state  ;  and  it  has  relieved  the  civil 
list   from   the    burden  of  the    fixed    es- 
tablishment of  those  offices,  which    was 
previously  charged  upon  it  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  such  deficiencies  as  are  now  oc- 
casionally made  up  by  the  Civil  List ;)  in 
consequence  of  which  arrangement,  a  ma- 
terial saving  has   been  obtained  for  ila 
public,  and  the  salaries   in   those    offices, 
which  were  before  liable  to  great  fluctua- 
tions, have  been  fixed  at  a  precise  sum, 
considerably  below  the  average  of  their 
former  amount. — In  T^**  28,  it  has  been  ob- 
scryed,  that   pensions  to  certain  persons 
formerly   employed  in  the    stamp   office 
are  paid  and  included  in  the  bill   of  inci- 
dents, in  pursuance  of  warrant3  from  the 
board  of  treasury.     Your  Comniittee  con- 
ceive that  annual  allowances  ought  not  to 
be  granted  generally,  and  without  special 
reasons,  to  persons  retiring  from  official 
situations  either  by  their  own  choice,  or 
upon  any  new  arrangement  in  the  n^odc 
of  conducting   business ;   ai^d    that   sech 
grants  become  more  particularly  objection- 
able, if  the  practice  should  be  allowed  u> 
continue  of  cfiarging  any  allowances,  her 
yond  such  as  are  superannuations  in  the 
strictest  seme,  ^mong  the    salaries  or  m- 
cidei^t^  of   any   department,    insteaci  of 
classing  and  entering  them  as  Penskos, 
^o  that  they  ifp^y  h^  kept  entirely  d>$Ui»ct 
fi-om  the  salaries  paid  for  transactii^  tkf^ 
current  business  ^f  th^  <>9^< — £Tea  ifhea 
a  I^eritQrio^s  oificer  ha^  served  ibr  a  nrnk- 
\>er  of  years,  he  ought  not  to  receive  re- 
muneration ^  a  9^re  matter  of  pourse 
upon  retiring,  without  taking    into  consi- 
deration the  emoluments  of  the  office,  and 
the  fortune  >^'hich  he  ma^.  h&ve  had  the 
means  of  acquirii^  jn  that  service,  as  well 
as  the  particular  circuinsta|ice8  of  his  c^fie: 
but  with  regard  to  such  as  may  be  ine& 
cient  or  useless  (otherwise  than  in  conae^ 
quence  of  age  or.  infirmity)  special  cir- 
cumstances alone  cap  justify  th^  propriety 
of  rewarding  them^  when  it  becomes  cqd- 
venient  fi>r  the  public  service,  that  their 
siiuations^^hould  be  filled  by  peraoos  bel- 
ter qualified   to  discbarge  the   duties.— 
Your  Committee  cannot  but    discooiit^ 
nance  the  principle  of  granting  compen- 
sation for  oifices  suppress  9r  ^Jjolisbed, 


„_     Digitized 


by  Google -t^ 


«nx] 


'PARL.  PA:9ERS,—Conindate  (f  Tinmae. 


t<^ 


thft  posseisors  of  which  have  not  either 
had  an  interest  in  them  for  life,  or  by  the 
costom  of  such  offices  have  been  justly 
considered  as  having  such  a  tenure  in 
them. — With  regard  to  the  aUowanecs 
made  to  those  who  were  formerly  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  duties  either 
repealed,  or  transferred  to  other  manage- 
ment, it  is  impossible  not  to  animadvert 
upon  suftering  per^ns  to  remain  a  pei*- 
manent  burden  upon  the  public,  if  thei^e 
has  been  any  opportunity  of  placing  them 
in  other  oflyces,  where  their  qualifications 
and  habits  of  business  mis^ht  render  them 
us^fVil,  and  deserving  of  salary.  The  war^ 
rants  for  most  of  these  graiits  were  in  fact 
very  properly  drawn  only -*' during  the 

*  plei^sure  of  the  commissioners  of  the  trea- 

♦  sury,  or  until  the  parties  are  respectively 
'  otherwise  provided  for."  The  scale  of 
all  oftices  has  necesiarily  been  so  much  ex- 
tended since  the  repeal  or  transfer  of  those 
duties,  that  little  difticulty  seems  Kkely 
to  have  occurred  in  giving'  eimployment 
to  all  those  individuals;  and  their  situation 
trould  probably  have  been  more  frequently 
presented  to  the  notice  of  the  executive 
government,  if  the  allowance  had  appeared 
in  the  shape  of  pension,  instead  of  being 
iacluded  among  the  incidents  of  the  es- 
tablishment.— Since  offices  ought  to  be 
rtgavded  as  created  solely  fer  public  uti- 
lity, and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  indi- 
viduals who  happen  to  hold  them,  there 
m«wt  exist  a  perfect  right  in  those  who 
administer  the  affair.^  of  the  public,  to  re- 
gulate, alter,  and  control  thehr  functions ; 
It  becomes  a  duly  to  abolish  such  as  ap- 
pear supeHlvous,  and  to  abridge  the  emo- 
Jmnents  of  all  which  can  be  conducted  to 
Che  same  advantage,  but  at  a  cheaper 
rate.  Withofi*  the  coostiint  superintend- 
ence and  vigilance  of  the  house,  irregula- 
Vfties  in  the  granting  of  compensations  and 
snperannuatioiis  may  from  time  to  time 
creep  in ;  but  yomr  committee  conceive 
that  it  may  be  some  check  against  this 
sort  of  expenditore,  if  all  such  grants, 
besides  being  brought  as  it  were  into'one 
Jbcnsi  where  they  may  be  viewed  cotlec- 
lectively,  and  distinctly,  sho^ild  also  pass, 
without  exception,  under  the  review  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  treosmy,  who  being 
constitutionally  responsible  for  all  matters 
of  expenditure,  should  be  intrusted  with 
a  general  control  over  every  article  of  it, 
and  armed  with  powers  to  prevent  in 
every  department  any  improper  accumu- 
lation of  charge. — ^The  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, (^.)  having  observed^  that  it  may 


materially  conduce  to  the  ends  of  public 
economy,  if  parliament  should  think  fit  to 
require  annual  accounts  of  every  increase 
and  diminution  which  may  have  taken 
place  in  the  course  of  each  preceding  year 
in  the  salarien,  emoluments,  and  expenses 
of  all  public  offices,  your  Committee  rc^ 
commend  that  it  should  be  made  an  Ordet 
of  the  house,  that  such  an  account  shaft 
be  produced,  within  twenty  days  after  the 
commencement  of  every  session,  and  als6 
an  account  of  all  additional  Pensions  ahd 
allowances  paid  for  services  not  performed. 
Compensation!*. 

Compensations  tor  the  loss  of  offices, 
which  it  ha?  bqen  judged  expedient  to 
abolish  or  regulate,  aflbrd  another  class  i>f 
allowances  paid  for  service  not  now  exe- 
cuted ;  they  exhibit  a  sum  continually 
decreasing,  as  the  lives  of  those  entitled  t# 
them  gradually  fall  in. — ^The  Compensn- 
tioiis  printed  in  the  Report  upon  the  Civil 
List,  were,  for  the  year  1805,  11,665/; 
but  there  were  included  in  that  sum  the 
annual  and  qiiarterly  bounty  in  the  Lord 
Steward's  office,  and  small  pensions  in  the 
office  of  Master  of  the  Horse,  which  arc 
here  classed  with  the  Pensions ;  and  among 
the  pensions  and  allowances  enumerated 
in  this  Rei)ort,  many  will  be  found  which 
might  perhaps  be  classed,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, under  the  title  of  Compensations. — 
The  list  of  Compensations  granted  in  Ire- 
land on  account  of  the  union,  with  the 
particular  periods  during  which  the  sevo:- 
ral  offices  were  held  by  the  persons  re- 
ceiving compensations,  is  printed  in  the 
59*h  vol.  of  the  Journals,  p.  773. 

The  accounts  of  Compensation  are  from 
N*»  5S  to  N°  62,  in  the  Appendix. 

Ill  examining  the  several  Lists,  the  ob^- 
servation  of  the  house  will  naturally  be  at** 
tracted,  in  tlie  first  place,  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  stim  derivea  through  various  chan- 
nels^ to  the  use  of  persons  not  actually  per- 
forming any  species  of  public  service.  It 
is  true,  that*  considerable  portions  of  these 
payments- are  to  be  regardd  in  the  nature 
of  remuneration  for  services  which  have 
been  rendered  to  the  public,  either  by  the 
persons  themselves,  or  their  near  relatives  j 
and  to  such  as  strictly  belong  to  this  class, 
where  the  «l-jty  ha**'  been  diligently  and 
faithfully  done,  and  for  an  adequate  period 
of  time,  and  where  the  persons  are  so  cir- 
cumstanced as  to  have  strong  claims  upon 
the  public,  no  impediment  is  intended  te 
be  objected.  But  though  instances  may 
occur  of  persons  whose  claims  upon  the 
public  are  not  equally  apparent,  or  easy 
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to  be  traced,  j'our  Coram  it  tee  do  not  con- 
ceive that  it  IS  their  province  to  descend 
into  the  invidious  task  ot*  examining  par- 
ticular causes,  being  desirous  of  carrying 
their  retrospect  no  further  than  may  be 
sutFicient  to  lay  a  foundation  for  future  re- 
form and  regulation. — The  words  with 
which  this  part  of  the  statute,  sec.  19.  is 
prefaced,  that  *  it  is  no  disparagement  for 

•  any  persons  to  be  relieved  by  the  royal 
'  bounty  in  their  distress,  but  on  the  con- 

•  trary,  it  is  honourable  on  just  cause  to  l>e 

•  thought  worthy  of  reward,'  point  out  the 
grounds  upon  vvnicb  the  objects  of  bounty- 
should  be  selected,  and  show  that  it  was 
not  intended  to  allot  so  large  a  sum.  to  be 
distributed  through  favour,  without  regard 
to  just  cause  and  desert.  But  the  practice 
which  has  been  animadverted  upon,  of 
granting  and  charging  pensions  under  the 
general  expenses  of  separate  departments, 
tends  to  elude  the  limitation  which  was 
meant  to  be  imposed,  and  by  rewarding  in 
this  manner  a  considerable  proportion  of 
the  claims  of  ofTicial  merit,  and  long  ser- 
vice, to-  leave  a  larger  amount  than  was  in- 
tended for  gratuitous  disposal. — It  must 
not  be  overlooked,  that  in  cases  of  distin- 
guished merit,  parliament  has  ever  been 
ready  to  exempt  the  Civil  List  from  any 
additional  burden  ;  and  as  instances  of 
this  honourable  description  have,  fortu- 
nately for  the  country,  never  occurred 
more  frequently  than  within  these  latter 
years,  so  the  liberality  of  the  nation  has 
been  called  forth  to  a  larger  extent  than 
in  any  former  period. — A  further  consi- 
deration i»>  that  although  most  of  the 
grants  are  nominally  during  pleasure,  they 
are  generally  regarded  as  equivalent  to  an 
interest  for  life ;  and  that  examples  rarely 
occur  where  a  change  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  grantees  has  occasioned  those  who 
have  the  legitimate  controul  to  abolish,  or 
induced  those  by  whom  they  are  held,  vo- 
luntarily to  surrender  them.  The  foot- 
steps towai'ds  royal  bounty  are  visible  in 
all  directions,  but  few  traces  of  return  are 
discoverable.: — Under  all  these  circura- 
btances  your  Committee  do  not  hesitate  in 
submitting  to  the  house,  that  all  allow- 
ances in  the  nature  of  pensions,  which  are 
not  strictly  superannuations,  should  be 
classed  under  their  proper  head,  and  paid 
at  the  Exchequer ;  preserving  at  the  same 
time  entries  oi  such  pensions,  together  with 
the  circumstances  under  which  they  have 
been  granted,  on  the  establishment  of  the 
offices  in  which  the  services  have  been  per- 
formed.— It  may  be   also    expedient  to 


•  limit  the  sums  in  which  allowances  mar 
\  lie  applied  to  cases  of  superannuation, so 
[  as  not  to  exceed  a  certain  proporlion  of  the 
i  former  salary. — The  regulations  imder 
,  which  superannuations  are  granted  ui  (be 
,  custon)s.  No.  67,  deserve  the  attention  of 
I  the  house,  as  uniting  a  due  consideralioa 
towards  long  ami  meritorious  senice,  with 
j  a  just  attention  to  economy. — By  t  resoio- 
j  tion  of  the  house  of  commons  of  Ireland, 
7th  April  1784,  no  yearly  allowance  was 
permitted  to  be  placed  on  incidents  in 
cases  of  superannuation,  except  tor  officen 
who  shall  have  served  forty  years  witboiH 
censure  ;  or  officers  who  shall  hare 
received  a  wound  or  hart  in  the  serricf, 
amounting  to  a  total  disability ;  or  ibr  wi- 
dows of  oflicers  who  shall  have  lost  their 
lives  in  the  service  of  the  revenue :  bulbj 
a  subsequent  revision  of  that  resoiutioa, 
26th  July  1793,  twenty-five  years  were 
substituted  instead  of  the  term  of  forty 
years,  as  being  sufficient  to  answer  (he 
purposes  of  the  said  resolution,  respectiog 
the  placing  on  incidents  any  yearly  albw* 
ance  for  superannuated  officers  of  ihc  ^ef^ 
nue,  who  nave  already  served,  or  sbiU 
have  served  the  said  term  of  twentj-fi^e 
years  without  censure. — ^Thesegeoertlua- 
qualified  expressions  have  been  perhaps 
liable  to  misconstruction,  as  if  they  were 
calculated  to  convey  a  sort  of  right  of  su- 
perannuation after  twenty-five  years  rf 
service  ;  whereas  it  is  to  be  presumed  thit 
itnever  could  have  been  the  intentioo  of 
the  house  of  commons  to  counteoaoce  a 
new  claim  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  butoi 
the  contrary  to  impose  a  restraint  upootbe 
executive  governuicnt,  from  grantmg  oy 
such  allowances  even  to  superaimuatedfl^ 
iicers,  unless  where  tbev  had  served  nen- 
loriously  the  prescribeci  number  sf  yw^ 
or  had  otherwise  been  incapacitated  is  tbr 
public  service,  as  describea  in  the  reioli- 
tion. — The  18th  section  of  the  Cifil  W 
act  makes  an  exception  in  favour  of  per- 
sons who  have  served  the  crown  in  foreign 
courts,  and  continues  to  his  majesty  the 
power  of  grantixig  at  his  pleasure  sodi 
proportion  of  their  former  appointpients 
as  may  seem  expedient,  after  the  espin* 
tion  of  their  serrice.  The  names  of  lU 
those  who  now  receive  allowances  upM 
this  account  are  contained  in  N*<65,aiid 
the  nature  and  extent  of  their  several  w- 
vices  are  particularized  in  N*W.— 1^ 
circumstances  attending  the  present  wir 
make  this  list  unusually  large,  at  a  period 
wlien  so  little  of  fricnAy  intercourse  sub- 
sists between  this  country,  and  the  conl^ 
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netital  powers :  the  charge  therefore 
amounts  to51,j8Q/;  besides  which  an  ad- 
ditional ]ist  is  contained  in  "S"  65,  of  re- 
commendations from  the  secretary  of  state, 
for  further  allowances,  to  the  amount  of 
6fiOOL — ^Your  Committee  conceive,  that 
the  true  principles  which  ought  to  regulate 
this  species  of  remuneration,  can  be  no 
other  than  duration  of  service,  and  the  im- 
portance of  the  mission,  except  in  very 
special  cases. — It  is  desirable  unquestiona- 
bly both  for  the  purposes  of  economy,  and 
for  the  better  execution  of  the  duties  of 
foreign  ministers,  that  a  selection  should 
generally  be  made  from  among  those  al- 
ready upon  the  list ;  but  it  is  not  intended 
absolutely  to  recommend  any  invariable 
rule  ;  those  who  have  gone  before  may  be 
unwilling  to  undertake,  or  ill  qualified  to 
execute  missions  of  particular  delicacy 
and  importance ;  and  circumstances  may 
arise  where  appointments  of  individuals  to 
whom  such  business  is  entirely  novel, 
ought  not  to  be  ascribed  to  motives  of  mere 
patronage  or  private  emolument.^  Your 
Committee  observe,  with  satisfaction,  that 
according  to  the  last  return^  all  allowances 
have  been  withdrawn  in  cases  of  appoint- 
ments to  foreign  courts,  where  service  was 
not,  or  could  not  be  performed.  N*  66. — 
With  regsfrd  to  tlie  KiUry  and  emoluments 
of  each  separate  department,  the  public 
ought  unquestionably  to  be  served  as 
cheaply  as  is  consistent  with  being  served 
with  integrity  and  ability  :  but  it  must  be 
recollected,  that  what  makes  office  desira- 
ble, in  the  higher  departments,  is  not  the 
salary  alooe,  but  the  consequence  aqid  con- 
sideration attached  to  it,  the  power  of 
obliging  friends,  and  of  creatine  depend- 
ants ;  and,  in  the  lower  degrees,  the  chance 
of  gaining  advancement  by  industry  and 
talent.  The  principle  of  gradually  in- 
creasing salaries  afier  certam  periods  of 
service,  and  at  fixed  intervals,  if  they  are 
not  made  too  short,  is  highly  to  be  ap- 
proved, as  holding  out  a  due  encourage- 
ment to  diligence  and  fidelity.  In  all 
cases  of  superannuation,  duration  of  ser- 
vice should  be  an  essential  requisite  :  and 
even  then,  regard  should  be  had  to  the 
condition  of  each  individual,  as  to  his 
ability  of  continuing  the  official  labours,, 
and  to  his  situation  in  life  from  other 
causes. — In  many  instances,  where  allow- 
ances have  been  granted  as  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  office,  or  upon  the  plea  of 
fuperannuation,  the  persons  who  have  ob- 
tained them  have,  %t  subsequent  periods, 
l>Mn  appointed  to  oUier  offices :    jn  both 


which  cases,  it  is  obvious,  that  the  allow- 
ances ought  to  have  ceased.  The  true 
principle  applicable  to  all  offices  is,  that 
public  money  should  not  be  granted  with- 
out reference  to  duty  ;  and  all  exceptions 
whatever  ought  to  be  justified  upon  the 
special  circumstances  attending  such  par-^ 
ticular-ease. 

Sinecures,     and     Offices     executed 

WHOLLY  OR  CHIEFLY  BY  DePUTY. 

Kext  in  order  to  pensions,  comes  an 
ambiguous  and  middle  class,  partaking  of 
the  nature  of  pensions  in  as  much  as  no 
service  is  performed,  but  still  tanking  un- 
der the  head  of  offices,  from  the  name  of 
official  business  having  been  continued  af- 
ter the  functions  are  become  extinct  or  ob- 
solete. Of  these  there  still  remain  speci- 
mens in  various  departments,  although  the 
labours  of  parliament  have  been  not  fruit- 
lessly employed  in  suppressing  many  of 
them,  particularly  by  the  38  Geo.  3.  c.  S6, 
and  47  Geo.  3.  c.  1 2.  relating  to  the  Cus- 
toms, by  the  former  of  whidi  196  places, 
of  the  annual  value  of  42,655/.  were  sup- 
pressed in  England,  and  by  the  latter  38 
places  of  a  similar  description  in  Ireland  ; 
and  also  b^  an  act  of  the  present  session 
for  abolishing  the  office  of  surveyor  of  sub- 
sidies and  petty  customs  in  the  port  of 
London. — ^It  being  difficult  to  ascertain, 
without  a  long  and  minute  examination  of 
evidence,  the  exact  nature  of  several  of- 
fices to  which  active  and  efficient  duties 
are  not  annexed,  or  to  draw  the  limit  be- 
tween such  as  are  sinecures  and  such  as 
are  wholly  or  chiefly  executed  by  deputy, 
your  Committee  have  thrown  together  all 
which  they  consider  as  belonging  to  either 
of  those  classes  in  the  annexed  list,  sub- 
mitting it  as  giving  a  general  view  of  the 
several  offices  therein  enumerated ;  al- 
though they  cannot  answer  but  that  some 
inaccuracies  may  be  discovered  in  it,  being 
aware  that  some  of  the  offices  do  not  dis- 
tinctly range  under  either  descriptioi^ 
while  they  very  much  partake  of  the  na- 
ture of  both.,  N*»68  to  76,  Appx. — The 
Committee  on  Finance,  in  the  remarks 
upon  this  subject,  with  which  their  22nd 
report  concludes,  observe,  '  That  sinecure 
'  offices  of  high  rank  in  some  of  the  ancient 
'  establishments  of  the  state  may4)e  use- 
'  fully  employed  in  particular  instances, 
*  as  either  to  accompany  a  peerage  given 
'  for  the  reward  of  personal  services,  or  to 
'  secure  an  honourable  retreat  to  persons 
'  who  are  entitled  to  marks  of  public  fa- 
'  vour  by  the  long  and  meritorious  dis- 
'  charge  of  the  duties  of  high  office,  or 
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<  who  have  sacrificed  lucrative  profesBional 
'  situations  on  engaging  in  the  public  ser- 
'  vice,  by  vesting  such  office  in  the  per- 
«  sons  themselves,  or  in  their  immediate 
^  descendants/ — Since  the  date  of  that  re- 
port, his  majesty  has  been  empowered  by 
the  statute  S9  Geo.  3.  c.  10.  to  make  provi- 
sion  for  life  for  those  who  have  sacrificed 
lucrative  professional  situations,  so  far  as 
relates  to  chancellors  and  judges,  on  re  tir- 
ing from  office  ;  which  must  be  remarked, 
in  passing,  as  extending  the  power  of 
granting  pensions,  and  as  *  fairly  to  be  set 
ofi' against  some  of  the  retrenchments  pro- 
posed. In  the  peerages  subsequently 
created,  your  Committee  cannot  discover 
that  any  such  application  of  the  sinecures, 
as  was  suggested  in  that  respect,  has  taken 
place,  but  that  the  annexing  of  pensions 
by  authority  of  parliament  has  been  not 
unfrequent.— The  view  which  your  Com- 
mittee take  of  this  subject  corresponds  in 
principle,  and  differs  only  in  degree  from 
thai  of  the  former  committee  ;  but  it  is 
their  anxious  wish  to  guard  agamst  suffer- 
ing the  subject  to  escape  notice,  without 
being  acted  upon^  while  the  information  is 
fully  brought  under  observation.  If  the 
opinion  should  prevail,  that  a  legislative 
measure  ought  to  be  no  longer  deferred 
with  regard  to  offices  of  this  description, 
your  Committee  subnit  that,  leaving  an- 
touched  all  places  of  honour  and  distinc- 
tion connected  with  the  personal  service 
of  his  majesty  and  of  his  roval  family,  it 
may  be  expedient  considerably  to  reduce 
the  emoUiments  of  some,  and  to  abolish 
others.  At  the  same  time,  regarding  it  as 
»  fundamental  part  of  the  constitution  of 
this  country,  and  of  the  reason  of  state  in 
every  country,  that  there  must  be  means 
of  rewarding  public  service,  and  that  those 
means  will  be  incomplete,  and.  indeed 
wholly  insuffieient  for  that  purpose^  if  there 
should  be  no  further  reward  for  that  ser- 
vice than  the  daily  wages  it  receives  dur- 
ing the  pleasure  of  the  Crown,  your  Com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  such  sinecures 
as  the  house  in  its  wisdom  may  think  fit  to 
retain,  should  always  in  future  be  applied 
to  recom pence  the  faithful  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  efficient  office  ;  or  in  the  event 
of  the  house  preferring  to  abolish  generally 
all  such  offices,  they  conceire  tiuit  it  will 
become  proper  to  substitute  some  other 
mode,  by  which  the  Crown  may  be  ena- 
bled to  reward  public  servants  m  a  man- 
ner proportioned  to  the  nature  and  length 
•f  the  duties  p«rformed. 

Offices  exicuted  by  Deputy. 


Offices  executed  whoHy  or  chiefly  by 
deputy,  should  be  arranged  with  as  nMicii 
regard  to  economy  as  the  public  serTic^e 
wUl  admit ;  and  any  offices  that  hare  not 
duty  annexed  in  propcrrtion  to  the  salary 
should  be  reformed,  and  the  salary  suited 
to  the  responsibility  and  labour  of  the  of- 
fice.— ^The  list  of  such  offices  is  extracted 
from  the  returns  in  as  complete  a  state  as 
the  examination  of  them  can  render  it ; 
but  it  may  probably  be  still  defective,  for 
the  same  causes  as  have  been  mentioned 
under  the  former  head.  In  applying  the 
principle  of  retrenchment  to  this  class, 
your  Committee  desire  to  be  understood, 
as  recommending  it  with  the  same  excep- 
tions with  which  they  have  accompanM 
their  recommendation  in  the  case  of  sine- 
cures. Some  of  the  ^reat  offices  in  the  ex- 
chequer (which  are  indeed,  as  far  as  re« 
gards  the  principals,  purely  sinecures)  be- 
Mf  probably  among  the  fittest  to  be  re- 
tamed,  <  for  the  reward  of  persmial  str- 
*  vices,  or  to  secure  an  honourable  retreat 
'  to  persons  who  are  entitled  to  marks  of 
'  public  fietvour,  by  the  long  and  meritori- 
'  otts  discharge  of  the  duties  of  high  office^ 
'  or  who  have  sacrificed  lucrative  profes* 
'  sional  situations  on  engaging  in  tke  pulv 
'  lie  service/  finance  Rep.  jolu  li>. — ^h 
should  also  be  considered,  that  some  of 
the  lucrative  offices  in  our  courts  of  jus* 
tice,  which  are  in  the  disposal  of  the  duefr 
of  the  courts,  constitute  a  coosid^able 
part  of  the  valuable  appendages  ts  those 
situations,  which  it  concerns  the  essential 
interests  of  the  state,  still  more  than  in 
dignity,  to  have  filled  by  persons  who  are 
the  most  eminent,  and  best  qualified  is 
their  professions. 

RfiVESSIOffS. 

The  last  general  head  is  that  of  places 
granted  in  Keversion ;  a  power  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  eicercised  by  the  Crown 
with  regard  to  particular  departments,  for 
a  very  long  p«riod,  without  any  fixed 
rule  or  principle  which  is  discoverable,  ai 
guiding  its  discretion  in  the  original  se- 
lection: the  right  therefore  rests  upsa 
usage,  and  the  extent  is  liinited  by  no  writ* 
ten  law.^^But  although  no  reason  can  be 
assigned  for  a  practice  which  perhaps 
must  be  referred  only  to  accident  or  tem- 
porary accommodation,  it  becomes  obviooi 
that  it  can  nsver  have  obtained  with  r&* 
gard  to  efficient  offices,  without  consider* 
abie  risk  of  ultimately  producing  the 
eSkd  ci  converting  them,  so  &r  as  ft* 
spectB  the  principals,  into  ainecxtfes,  or 
into  offices  to  be  ^recuted  vHmUy  hy  de* 
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puty.- 

ot*   conveying  contingent    interests 
that  in  tbe  ^rst  instance  of  eyery 
grants  a  diminution  must   take  place  in 
the  permanent  prerogative,  equal  to  the 
^iflerence  in  value  between  expectancy 
and  possession ;  that  the  appointment  of 
fit  and  sufticient  persons  to  hold  offices,  is 
{ess  likely  to  be  regarded  when  it  is  to 
take  eifect  at  a  distant  and  uncertain  pe- 
riod, than  when  a  certain  notoriety  attaches 
upon  the  manner  in  which  each  vacancy 
is  filled  ;  and  it  can  hardly  be  disputed 
that  incapacity  from  age,  sex,  or  natural 
disability,   may    be  disregarded,   in  the 
former  case,   which  could  not  be  toler- 
ated in   the  latter.      It  may  be  further 
ur^ed,  that  anticipations  of  this  sort  tend 
to  perpetuate  inefficient  places,  and  to  ren- 
der any  alterations  and  regulations  less 
efiectual,    and    more  distant,   which   the 
M^iadom  of  parliament  may  think  fit  to 
adopt  with  regard  to  them. — On  the  other 
hand,  reversionary  grants  may  be  defend- 
ed as  a  cheap  and  economical  mode  of 
conferring  favours,  of  paying  services  by 
expectation,  rather  than  by  actual  office 
pr  pension ;   and  of  enabling  the  crown 
%o  draw  distinguished  talents  and  eminent 
characters  into  the  public  employ,  who, 
without  some  prospect  of  permanent  pro- 
Tiaion  for  their  families,  viigkt  be  uAwill- 
'mg  to  give  up  their  time  and  labor,  and 
above  all  their  professional  emoluments, 
upon  the  hazard  of  the  short  and  luicertain 
duration  of  tvi^o  things,  so  precarious  in 
their  nature,  as  office  and  life.-—- It  roust  be 
admitted,   that  the   prerogative  will    be 
abridged  during    the  suspension   of  the 
power  of  making  suck  grants,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  value  of  the  reversionary  right 
ia  these  particular  offices  ;  and  no  farther. 
•rr-It  is  also  contended,  that  grants  of  this 
sort  have  neither  been  carried  to  excess, 
Qor  becoine  chargeable  with  actual  abuse. 
T-*With  the  view  of  fairly   stating   this 
part  of  the  case,  your  committee  proceed 
to  lay  before  the  house  the  extent  and 
amount  of  all  subsisting  Reversions,  some 
of  which,  will  be  ibund  to  come  distinctly 
within  the  class  of  those  offices   which 
^y    recommend    to    be    regulated    or 
suppressed  ;    and  with  regard  to  the  re- 
Buunder,  they  see  no  cause  to  depart  from 
their  opinion,  which  was  reported  to,  and 
adopted  unanimously  by  the  house,  on  the 
24th  March  1807,  thinking  it  safer  to  in- 
vigorate and  restore  to  an  entire  state  this 
branch  of  the  prerogative,  than  to  allow 
that  it  shouU  continue  encumbered   by 
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The  chief  objections  to  this  method  {  any  such  anticipations.     The  ri^ht  of  the 

are,  i  crown  over  its  own  demense  lands  was 
such  I  formerly  as  complete,  as  its  power  of  con- 
ferring offices ;  and  yet  the  use  which 
was  made  of  that  part  of  its  prerogative,  ' 
occasioned  parliament  frequently  to  in- 
terpose ;  and  particularly  after  the  crown 
had  been  gi*eatly  impoverished,  an  act 
passed  whereby  all  future  grants,  for  any 
longer  term  than  31  years,  were  declared 
void. — ^The  misfortune  is,  as  Mr.  Justice 
Blackstone  remarks,  that  the  act  was  made 
too  late,  after  every  valuable  possession  of 
the  crown  had  been  granted  away  for 
ever,  or  else  upon  very  long  leases. — It 
must  not  be  passed  altogether  without 
notice,  that  rerersionary  grants  have,  in 
some  instances,  been  applied  to  pensions 
on  the  civil  list;  and  it  is  easy  to  see 
to  what  an  extent  such  a  practice  might 
be  carried,  and  how  entirely  it  might  ex- 
haust the  fixture  means  of  bestowing  the 
royal  bounty,  even  upon  the  most  deserv- 
ing objects.     Appendix,  N**  77  to  79. 

Upon  the  more  generaf  question  relat- 
ing to  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  as 
connected  with,  and  affected  by,  the  pro- 
posed arrangements,  your  committee  pro- 
ceed to  submit   their  sentiments  to  the 
judgment  of  the  house,  trusting  that  the 
same  disposition  which  has  so  often  been 
manifestcKl  by  parliament,  will  never  be 
wanting  to  correct  the  growth  of  such 
abuses  as  the  lapse  of  time,  or  alterations 
in  the  mode  of  transacting  business,  may- 
have  imperceptibly  introduced  into  any 
of  the  departments  of  executive  govern- 
ment. — ^I'he  civil  list  act  in  1782,  the  acts 
for  abolishing  certain  offices  in  the  years 
1798,  and   1807,  that  already  referred  to 
of  the  present  session,  and  many  others^ 
alford  abundant  examples  of  temperate 
and  judicious  retrenchment ;    nor  could 
the  beneficial  objects,  proposed  by  the  in- 
stitution of  the  Committee  of  Finance  in 
1797,  have  been  attained,  nor  can  those 
for  which  your  present  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, be  expected,  without  interfering, 
in  some  degree,  with  the  patronage  and 
influence   of    the    crown. — The   subjects 
which  are   detailed  in  this  report,  have 
been  specifically  brought  under  considera- 
tion  by  the  direction  of  the   house  >  iA 
obedience  to  which  your  committee  now 
present  them,  in  the  full  persuasion  that 
the  reforms,  which  they  venture  to  recom- 
mend, may  be   made  without  detriment 
to  the  public  service,  and  with  advantage 
to  the  public  revenue. — No  offices  of  any 
description  were  originally  created  for  the 
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mere  purpose  of  giving  lucrative  appoint- 
ments into  the  disposal  of  the  crown  ;  the 
fact  is,  that  duties  were  formerly  attached 
to  many  places,  which  a  dKlerent  manner 
of  transacting  business,  or  accidental  al- 
terations, have  long  rendered  sinecure ; 
and  therefore  the  patronage  of  the  Crown 
has,  in  some  cases,  been  unintentionally 
increased,  by  transferring  to  new  offices 
the  business  of  the  old  ones,  without  abo- 
'  lishing  the  latter,  or  the  salaries  attached 
to  them. 

Under  the  words  directing  *  the  names 

*  and  descriptions  of  the  persons  to  be  re- 

*  ported,  by  whom,  and  in  trust  for  whom, 

*  all   offices,  pensions,  and    emoluments, 

*  payable  out  of  funds  applicable  to  the 
'  public  serTice  are  held,'  your  committee 
conceive  that  the  house  may  be  desirous  to 
see  at  one  view,  which  of  these  are  pos- 
sessed by  their  own  members ;  and  the 
subjoined  list  gives  the  names  of  all  those 
who  appear  so  described,  upon  a  careful 
inspection  of  the  returns.  (See  below.) — 
A  more  compleat  catalogue  is  also  given  of 
every  office  from  which  returns  have  been 
required,  than  it  was  possible  to  make  out 
before  the  close  of  the  last  session,  distin- 
guishing those  from  which  none  have  been 
yet  received :  the  present  report  therefore 
IS  intended  to  be  substituted  for  that  which 
was  presented  in  August  1 807,  and  enti- 
tled '  The  third.*  N°«  81,  82,  83.-— Your 
committee,  having  selected  such  parts  of 
the  papers  before  them  as  are  immediate-, 
ly  connected  with  the  subject  of  this  re- 
port, have  only  to  lay  before  the  house, 
the  remaining  mass  ot  information  which 
has  been  collected  in  consequence  of  their 
precepts,  consisting  chiefly  of  all  the  civil 
and  judicial  establishments  of  the  United 
Kingdom ;  many  of  which  hare  been  al- 
ready printed  in  the  reports  from  the 
Committee  of  Finance,  without  having  re- 
ceived any  material  alterations  >since  that 
period,  which  have  not  been  noticed  in 
the  returns  of  increase  and  diminution  of 
offices,. presented  from  time  to  time  to  the 
house. 


EXTRACT  from  the  Appendix.  (No.  80.) 

List  of  Members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons holding  Offices,  &c.  with  the 
Annual  Value  of  such  Offices. 

Admiralty :  —  Lords  Commissioners,  — 
Vice-Adm.  sir  R.  Bickerton.  .i*.  1,000; 
Capt.  W.  J.  Hope,  £.  1,000;  Robt.  Ward, 
j£.  1,000;  viscount  Palmcrston,  X  1,000 ; 


Jaines  Duller,  £.  1,000 ;  hon.  W.  W.  Polf, 
Secretary,  «£.  4,000,  subject  to  a  dedoc* 
tion  of  j  during  peace. — Also  Secretary  to 
ttie  Commissioners  of  Charity  for  roor 
Widows,^.  160. 

Alienation  Office : — Receiver  Generali 
— Right  Hon.  Geo.  Canning,  £.m, 
(Vide  infra,) 

Auditor  of  the  Land-Revenue  for  Wales, 
— ^Tho.  Jobnes ;  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Car* 
diganshire,  and  Steward  of  several  mauMrs 
aiM  lordships  belonging  to  the  Croivn  in 
that  county,  £.  1 ,505. 

Lord  Chamberlain's  Office : — Secretanr, 
— J.  Calvert;  appointed  by  the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  £,  1,389. 

Clerk  of  the  Parliaments, — Revenioii 
vested   in   Geo.   Henry   Rose,   X3,27S. 
'  (Vide  vtfra,) 

Exchequer,  Teller  of,— Hon.  W.F.E, 
Eden,  off.  2,700. 

Governor  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,— Vise 
Fitzharris,  for  life,  X  1,379. 

Groom  of  the  Bedchamber  to  His  Ma- 
jesty,— ^Hon.  Edw.  Finch. 

India  Board,  Officers  of  the;  receiriog 
salary  from  the  East  India  Company  only: 
Right  hon.  Robert  Dundas.  (Vide  infia.) 
Lord  Lovaine  ;  Right  hon.  Tho.\VaUice; 
Geo.  Johnstone,  is  also  a  commissioner, 
but  receives  no  salary.  Secretary,— Geo. 
Holford ;  paid  by  the  East  India  Coin|Mnj. 
King's  Printer, — Andrew  Strahan;  1^ 
patent;,  for  30  years,  from  21st  Jan.  1800. 
No  salary  annexed  to  this  office ;  which  is 
paid  for  the  work  done  as  Printer. 

Master  of  the  Horse  :— Office  of  Fust 
Equerry, — Robert  Manners,  £  736. 

Mint :— Clerk  of  the  Irons  and  Meltiigi, 
— -Right  hon.  Spencer  Perceval,  £\^^ 
(Vide  irtfra,) 

Navy  Office:— Comptroller,— Sir lU 
B.  Thompson,  <£*.  12,000.— And  a  pen»D 
of  <£.  500.  on  account  of  wounds  iasenricf. 
Navy  Pay-office :— Rigbt  hon.  G.Ra«. 
—Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  <£.  4,324;  CIcrit 
of  the  Parliaments,  £,  3,278 ;  and  Ke^ 
of  the  Records  in  the  Receipt  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, £,  400. 

Ordnance  -.—Clerk,— Hon.  C.  AiUey 
Cooper,  «£.  1,958;  Storekeeper,— Mart 
Singleton,  <£.  1,799;  Treasurer,-Jo. HunJ. 
£.  625 ;  and  a  i>ension  paid  out  of  the  we 
of  old  naval  stores.  £.  500.  Clerk  of  the 
Deliveries,— Tho.  Thoroton,  £  1»2«- 

Pav-Office :— Joint-Paymasters,— ftgoj 
hon.  C.  Long,  £.  2,000  ;  and  a  P^"^^ 
£,  1,500.;  suspended  on  holding  any  ^ 
exceeding  <£*.  2,000.— Rw:ht  hoa.  W^ 
Henry  Somerset,  £2,O06.'^wat^l^1 
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Paynaast^r^ — Lord  IL  £dw.  H.  Somerset^ 
^500, 

Privy-Sea) : —  Principal  Clerk, — James 
Macdonald,  ^.358.;  appointed  by  the 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  for  life, 

Popham,  Sir  Home  Ri^gs,  Pension,  and 
after  his  death  to  wife,  <x. ^00. 

Secretary  of  State,  Foreign  Department, 
— ^Right  hon.  G.  Canning,  i.  d,000.  (f^ide 

Ditto>  War  Department, — Lord  vise. 
Castlereagh,  £.  6,000. 

Under  Secretary  of  State, — Brigadier- 
General  hon.  C.  Stewart,  <£.  2,000/ 

Ditto,  Home  Di^artment, — Hon.  Cecil 
Cope  Jenkinson,  £,  2,052. 

Lord  Steward's  Office: — ^Treasm-er  of 
the  Household,— Vise.  Stopford,  .£.1,200. 
Comptroller  of  the  Household, — Lord  Geo. 
Thynne,  £.  1,200. 

Treasury : — Right  hon.  Spencer  Perce- 
Tal,  c£.  1,600.  (Vide  supra  et  i^fra,)  And 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster, 
£,  4,525.— Hon.  W.  Brodrick,  £,  1,600. ; 
and  Pension  of  .£*.  1,200.;  of  which  ^.600 
is  suspended, — Hon.  W.  Elliot,  £.  1,600. 
— ^W.  Stur^  Bourne,  £.  1,600. 

Secretaries, — ^W.  Huskisson,  £.  4^000. ; 
and  colonial  agent  for  Ceylon,  £,  7(X). — 
Pension  of  £,  1,200  for  life  saspended. — 
Hon.  H.  Wellesley,  c£.  4,000. 

Vice-Chamberlain  to  His  Majesty, — 
Right  hon.  Lord  John  Thynne. — ^Ditto  to 
Her  Majesty, — £dw.  Disbrowe. 

War-Office : — Secretary  at  War, — Right 
hon.  sir  James  Pulteney,  bart.  £,  2,480. 

Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Jamaica, — 
Right  hon.  sir  Evan  Nepean,  bart. 

Secretary  and  Clerk  of  the  Inrolments, 
Jamaica, — Hon.  Charles  W.  Wyndham. 

ProYost-Marshal,  Barbadoes, — ^Thomas 
Carter. 


MftMBERS  of  the  House  holding  Offices  in 
Courts  of  Justice. 

Attorney-General, — Sir  V.  Gibbs.  No 
return  of  annual  Value. 

Clerk  of  the  Declarations,  King's  Bench, 
£.  187. — Held  in  trust  for  W.  Lee  Antonie, 
by  grant  from  W.  Lee,  formerly  chief 
clerk. 

Chancellor  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
— ^Right  hon.  Spencer  Perceval,  .£.2,605. 
CVidenqjra,j 

Clerk  of  the  Juries,  Common  Pleas, — 
Sir  Tho.  Turton,  bart.  ^.96. 

Master  of  the  Rolls,— Right  hon.  sir  W. 
Grant,  i?.  4,603. 

Master  in   Chancery,  J.  Simeon,   ap- 

VoL.  XL— Jjjpow^. 


pointed    by   Lord    Chancellor,    for    life, 
£.  2, 1 49.— Ditto  Edward  Morris,  £,  2,083. 
Lord    Treasurer's    Remembrancer,  — 
Snowdon  Barne,  «£.  340. 

Surveyor  of  Green  Wax, — ^Visc.  Mahon, 
£.  260.  And  Keeper  of  Recoi-ds  in  Bir- 
mingham Tower.     CVide  ir^fra,) 

Judge  of  the  Consistory  Cou|^, — Right 
hon.  sir  W.  Scott,  .£.170.— Vicar-Gene- 
ral, and  Master  of  the  Faculties;  also 
Commissary  and  Official  of  Canterbury. — 
And,  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty, £  6,524. 

Judge-Advocate  General, — Right  hon. 
R.  Ryder,  .£.  2,500.— And  Joint  Registrar 
of  the  Consistory  Court,  £.  1 80. 

Chief-Justice  in  Evre  S.  of  Trent, — Right 
hon.  T.  Grenville,  i*.  2,3 16.  Ditto  N.  of 
Trent,r- Right  hon.  J.  C.  Viliers,  £  2,250. 

Judge  of  Great  Sessions,  Denbigh  and 
Montgomery, — Fra.  Burton,  £,  850. 

King's  Advocate-General,  —  Sir  John 
NichoU.  No  return  of  annual  value.  — 
Salary,  c£.  20. 

King's  Professor  of  Civil  Law,  Oxford, 
for  life, — Dr.  French  Laurence,  ^.147. 

Prerogative  Court,  Charles  Moore,  Joint 
Register,  «£*.  3,670. — And  Principal  Regis- 
trar of  the  Faculty  Office,  o£*.440. ;  ap- 
pointed by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

Judge  of  Great  Sessions,  Merioneth, 
Caernarvoiv,  and  Anglesey, — Hugh  Ley- 
cester,  £.  770. 

Solicitor-General, — Sir  Thomas  Plumer. 
— And  Justice  of  Great  Sessions  for  Merio- 
neth, Caernarvon,  and  Anglesey,  <£.  750. 
— And  King's  Serjeant,  Duchy  of  Lancas- 
ter. 


Membbbs  of  the  House  holding  Offices 
in  Scotland. 

Keeper  of  the  Signet, — Right  hon.  Rob. 
Dundas,  .£.2,069. 

King's  Remembrancer,  Court  of  Exche* 
quer,— Sir  P.  Murray,  bart.  £.  500. 

Presenter  of  Signatures,  Court  of  Exche- 
quer,— Sir  James  Montgomery,  £.  789. 

Lord  Advocate, — ^Archibald  Colquhoun, 
£  1,500. 

Solicitor-General,-David  Boyle,  £,000, 


Members  of  the  House  holding  Offices 
&c.  in  Ireland. 
Treasury : — Right  honourable  J.  Foster, 
«£.  3,101. — Annuity  for  life,  by  Irish  Act, 
40  Geo.  m.  .£.5,038.— Sir  G.  F.  Hill, 
^.1,200. — Annuity,  by  said  Act,  of 
£.  2,265.  \  and  Recorder  of  Londonderry, 
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^.60.— J.  Barry,  £.  1,200.— C.  Vereker, 

£.  l,200.-^Hoii.  T.  H. Foster,  £,  1,200 

SecreUry  to  Cbaocellor^— J.  Leslie  Foster, 
,£.433. 

ChiefSecretary,-t-Right  hon.  tir  Arthur 
Wellesley,  K.  B.  £.6,566. 

Muster-Master  General,  jointly  with 
Marq.  o^Drogbeda, — W.  Bagwell ;  salary 
£.  4,107.  Fees  suspended,  £.  641 . 

Vicar-General,  Armagh,  appointed  by 
Primate,  for  life,— Patr.  Duigenan,  LL.  D. 
,£.108.;  and  Judge  of  the  Prerogative 
Court. 

Consistory  Court,  Dublin :  —  Official 
Chancellor,  &c. — Patr.  Duigenan,  LL.  D. 
c£.349.  Appointed  by  Archbishop  of 
Dublin^  for  life. 

Keeper  of  Records  in  Birmingham 
Tower,  by  patent,  for  life, — ^Visc.  Mahon, 
•£.431.;  and  Surveyor  of  Green  Wcuc. 
(Vide  mfra.) 


Protbonotary's  Office: — Lord  Itob^t 
Seymour, — Joint-Keeper  of  the  Writa,  lic. 
for  life,  by  patent,  ^.12,511. 

Crown-Office : — ^Lord  Rob.  SeymmHPi — 
D°  jointly  with  Lord  H.  Seymour,  «£*.4S7. 

Filaiers  Office*: — ^Lord  Robert  Sey- 
mour,— ^D*  <£.  1,105. 

Keeper  of  the  Signet, — Rigbt  heii.  C. 
Abbot,  Speaker,  £.  1,500. 

Quarter-Master  General,^- Brig.  G«i. 
W.  H.  Clbton,  <£.2,50T. 

Chief  Remembrancer,  Court  of  Excbe- 
chequer, — Hon.  W.  W.  Pole,  jointly  with 
Marquis  Wellesley,  «£.  4,201.;  and  Sec. 
to  the  Admiralty.     (Vide  supra.) 

Teller  of  the  Exchequer, — ^R.  Yirh!k, 
<£.  2,195. 

Right  hon.  Geo.  Ponsonby,  as  late  LvtA 
High-Chancellor,  pension  of,  J£,  4,000. 

One  of  the  Joint  Solicitors  ia  Gvett 
Britain,— W^  H.  Fremantle,  «£.  591. 
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870,  959 


Reversion  Bill,  31, 139,  159 
Roman  Catholic  Petition,  1,  30, 
139,  643,  706 


Scotch  Judicature  Bill,  142 

Scotch  Teinds,  449 
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Annuity  Plan,  261,  697 
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in  the,  1115 
Arm/  Clothing,  1002 
Assessed  Taxes  Bill,  120,974 


Bank  of  Ireland,  700,  714,  720, 
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Brunswick,  Duchess  of;  King's 

Message  relating  to  the,  141, 

142 
Budget,  11,764 
Bud^;  Irish,  829 

C 

Carnatic  Question,  315,767,  921 
Catholic  Petition,  32,  489,  549 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means, 

1130 
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Corporal    Punishments    in    the 

Army,  1115 
Courts  Martial,  811 
Criminal  Law.  395,  877 
Criminals,  1103 


Crown  Lands,  131, 141,259 
Curates  Residence  Bill,  54,  61, 
141,  833,  876,  956 


Dalrymple ;  Dismissal  of  the  late 

Mr.  1102,  1134 
Dardanelles,  Expedition  to  the, 

131,  285,  475 
Davison,  Alexander,  1096 
Dead  Bodies  Interment  Bill,  79 
Duigenan    Dr.;    Mr.   Barham's 

motion  respecting,  145 

£ 
£ast  India  Company;  Afhin  of 
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Expedition  to  the  Dardanelles, 

131,285,475 
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80 
Foreign  Property  in  the  Funds, 

898 
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712 
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King's  Message  respecting  a  Vote 

of  Credit,  858 
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Bill,  87 
Parish  Settlement  Bill,  423 
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721 
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Publicans  Licenses,  848 


Reversion  Bill,  18 
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132 
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Grosvtoor,  Earl,  32, 140,  1 1 1 1 


Harrowby,  Lord,  159,  968,  980, 
1085,  1089,  1093 
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